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NOT  TO  BE  TAKEN  OUT 

Dear  Louisiana  Methodists: 

It  is  not  my  desire  to  dabble  in  controversies  and  problems  that  are  not  my 
direct  responsibility,  nor  is  it  a  custom  to  comment  on  issues  without  intensive 
research  and  investigation.  (The  church  has  suffered  when  well-meaning  lead¬ 
ers  have  barged  into  areas  where  they  have  little  competence  or  only  partial 
information.)  Nevertlieless,  at  the  risk  of  being  guilty  of  some  of  the  above, 

I  venture  to  make  comment  on  the  simation  at  Southern  University,  since  so 
many  of  our  people  and  others  committed  to  excellence  in  higher  education 
have  become  genuinely  concerned . 

Many  of  us  have  southt  to  do  our  homework,  hearing  students,  faculty,  the 
administration,  the  taxpayers,  and  others,  and  one  fact  stands  out  in  refresh- 
,  ing  clarity:  namely,  the  character  and  stability  of  Dr.  Leon  Netterville,  the 

I  president  of  Southern.  Through  all  the  unfortunate  events.  Dr.  Netterville 

(  has  not  lost  his  perspective,  nor  compromised  the  high  standards  of  educa¬ 

tional  philosophy.  He  has  not  yielded  to  the  emotion  of  the  moment  or  to 
panic.  He  has  acted  at  all  times  in  what  he  believes  to  be  the  best  interests 
of  the  students,  the  faculty,  and  the  promulgation  of  higher  education.  He  is 
true  to  the  established  goals  of  the  university.  For  whatever  it  may  be  worth, 

I  wish  to  offer  an  unsolicited  expression  of  loyalty  to  Dr.  Netterville,  an 
educator  and  a  distinguished  gentleman  in  whom  many  of  us  have  great  con¬ 
fidence  . 

When  a  situation  deteriorates  and  the  public  is  unable  to  sift  fact  from 
half-truth,  it  is  best  to  rely  on  the  known  character  and  intelligence  of  those 
closest  to  that  situation,  providing  they  are  worthy  of  that  reliance.  It  is  my 
belief  that  Dr.  Netterville  is  a  man  on  whom  every  responsible  person  may 
depend.  Having  served  as  faculty  member,  trustee,  and  advisor  to  several 
state -supported  institutions  over  the  past  years,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that 
Dr.  Netterville  impresses  me  as  one  of  the  truly  superior  educators  I  have 
known.  He  could  serve  any  university  with  credit  and  distinction. 

In  this  connection,  let  us  not  forget  the  crucial  need  for  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  facilities  at  Southern.  Under  the  splendid  leadership  of  the  Reverend 
Fred  Henderson,  the  Southern  Foundation  is  one  we  may  all  heartily  support. 
Let  us  build  that  center  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Key  ’73  TV  program  to  be 
shown  in  six  Louisiana  cities 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  will  be 
able  to  see  the  special  30-minute  color 
television  “launch”  program  for  KEY 
’73  in  at  least  6  Louisiana  cities,  ac¬ 
cording  to,  information  received  at  the 
Shreveport  Council  on  Ministries  of¬ 
fice.  This  program,  to  be  shown  na¬ 
tionwide  over  as  many  of  the  699  com¬ 
mercial  and  205  non-commercial  tele¬ 
vision  stations  in  the  United  States, 
plus  those  in  Canada;  may  make  it 
one  of  the  most  viewed  television  pro¬ 
gram  shown  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

KEY  ’73  is:  “100  million  Christians 
working  together  to  share  Christ  with 
every  person  in  North  America”;  “An 
interdenominational,  continent  -  wide 
evangelistic  thrust  to  be  focused  on 
1973”;  “a  cooperative  venture  involv¬ 
ing  more  than  150  denominations  and 
Christian  groups,  nearly  95%  of  all 


the  Christians  in  North  America  are 
related  through  their  denomination.” 
These  are  a  few  of  the  phrases  describ¬ 
ing  one  of  the  most  ambitious,  wide¬ 
spread  evangelistic  programs  to  be 
launched  in  this  century. 

The  television  launch  program, 
“FAITH  IN  ACTION”,  tells  in  a 
simple,  factual  manner  some  of  the 
ways  in  which  modern  day  Christians 
give  their  witness  to  Jesus  Christ.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  nationwide  showing  of  the 
film,  prayer  and  study  groups  will  be 
at  work  in  areas  across  the  continent, 
using  the  events  related  in  the  film  to 
apply  in  the  lives  of  those  who  saw  it. 

Television  stations  in  Louisiana  that 
have  scheduled  “FAITH  IN  AC¬ 
TION”  are: 

KPLC  -  TV,  Channel  7,  Lake 
Charles:  9:30  P.M.,  Saturday,  Janu- 


fid 

Convocation  of  Boards  scheduled 
for  Jan.  19-20  in  Alexandria 


A  Convocation  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Boards  and  Agencies  will 
be  held  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria,  Friday  and  Sat¬ 
urday,  January  19-20,  1973.  This  an¬ 
nual  event  provides  a  central  meeting 
place  for  the  various  boards  to  hold 
their  regular  meetings,  and  share  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  their  different 
programs. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will 
speak  at  the  opening  session,  which 
will  be  at  4:00  p.m.,  Friday,  Jan.  19. 
This  later  time  is  for  the  convenience 
of  lay  persons  who  are  members  of  the 
various  boards,  and  for  those  who 
must  travel  across  the  state. 

Following  Bishop  Crutchfield’s 
opening  remarks,  a  progress  report 
from  the  Structure  Study  Committee 
will  be  given.  This  group  is  making  an 
intensive  survey  of  the  present  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  the  goal  in  mind  to  see  where 
we  are  at  this  stage,  and  make  pro¬ 
posals  for  possible  changes,  on  the 
Conference  level,  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  meeting  to  be  held  in  May- 
June,  1973. 

First  regular  meetings  of  the  boards 
will  take  place  at  6:30  p.m.,  Friday, 
Jan.  19.  Saturday  morning,  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.  with  a 
worship  period,  followed  by  meetings 
of  the  boards  until  lunch.  The  Confer- 

Interchurch  Assembly 
in  New  Orleans 
Jan.  11-12 

The  1973  Annual  Assembly  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  is 
scheduled  to  be  held  at  Notre  Dame 
Seminary,  2901  S.  Carrollton  Ave.,  in 
New  Orleans  on  Thursday,  Jan.  11 
and  Friday,  Jan.  12. 

The  event  which  will  begin  on 
Thursday  at  1  p.m.  and  will  conclude 
at  noon  on  Friday,  will  focus  on  “Cor¬ 
rection  Reform  in  Louisiana — Prog¬ 
ress  and  Prospects.”  Members  of  the 
Correction  Reform  Committee  have 
been  invited  to  attend  as  guests. 

A  plenary  session  will  include  action 
on  amendments  to  the  Louisiana  Inter¬ 
church  Conference  Constitution  to  per¬ 
mit  incorporation  as  a  non-profit,  tax- 
exempt  organization,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Lewis  Wilkins,  executive  director. 

The  $6.50  conference  registration 
fee  will  be  payable  at  registration  on 
Jan.  11.  It  includes  program  cost  and 
a  meal  on  Thursday  evening.  Further 
information  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
(504)  342-4998. 
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ary  6,  1973. 

KTVE  TV,  Channel  10,  Monroe-El 
Dorado:  10:00  P.M.,  Saturday,  Jan¬ 
uary  6,  1973. 

WAFB  TV,  Channel  9,  Baton 
Rouge:  6:30  P.M.,  Saturday,  January 
6,  1973. 

KTBS  TV,  Channel  3,  Shreveport; 
5:00  P.M.,  Sunday,  January  6,  1973. 

KALB  TV,  Channel  5,  Alexandria; 
being  negotiated. 

KSLA  TV,  Channel  12,  Shreveport: 
being  negotiated.  i 

In  addition,  negoti^ons  kre  under¬ 
way  for  showing  in  New  Orleans  on 
one  of  the  stations  there. 


ence  Council  on  Ministries  will  meet 
at  lunch  on  Saturday. 

Meal  reservation  cards  have  been 
sent  to  all  those  persons  involved  in 
the  meetings  of  the  various  boards. 
There  will  be  two  meals  at  the  church: 
Friday,  supper  at  5:30  p.m.,  and  Sat¬ 
urday  lunch  at  11:30  a.m.  Cost  of  the 
meals  is  $2.50  for  Friday  supper  and 
$1.50  for  Saturday  lunch. 

A  list  of  motels  and  hotels  in  the 
Alexandria  area  with  rate  information 
has  been  mailed  to  all  involved  also. 
Each  person  is  responsible  for  making 
his  own  hotel  or  motel  reservation. 

For  additional  information,  write  to 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104. 

CONVOCATION  OF  BOARDS 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 

Schedule 

Friday,  January  19,  1973 
4:00-5:15  P.  M. — Opening  Session 
Statement  from  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield 

Progress  Report  from  the  Structure 
Study  Committee 
5:30  P.  M. — Dinner 
6:30  P.  M. — Meetings  of  Boards  and 
Agencies 

9:30  P.  M. — ^Adjournment 

Saturday,  January  20, 1973 
9:00-9:10  A.  M. — Morning  Worship 
9:15  A.  M. — ^Meetings  of  Boards  and 
Agencies 

11:30  A.  M. — ^Lunch 
11:30  A.  M. — Meeting  of  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  during 
lunch 
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1973  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  CIRCULATION 
CAMPAIGN 

The  annual  Circulation  Cam¬ 
paign  for  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  will  be  conducted 
during  the  week  of  January  14- 
21.  Promotional  materials  are 
now  being  mailed  to  each  pastor 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference.  The  subscription  rate 
will  continue  at  the  same  $3  for 
50  issues. 

Many  United  Methodists  tell 
us  that  this  weekly  publication 
(which  costs  only  6c  per  issue) 
is  their  best  source  of  informa¬ 
tion  relating  to  the  church’s  work 
— on  the  local,  district,  confer¬ 
ence,  jurisdiction,  national  and 
world  levels. 

We  urge  the  members  of  local 
churches  to  assist  their  pastors  by 
submitting  individual  and  gift 
subscriptions  (whether  new  or 
renewal)  to  their  church  offices 
now. 
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APPOINTMENT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  appointment, 
effective  December  1,  1972: 

The  Reverend  Kenneth  R.  Reed> 
elder  in  full  connection,  from  Chapel 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas, 
Texas,  North  Texas  Conference,-  to 
University  United  Methodist  Chiurch, 
Lake  Charles  District. 
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Jack  Taylor  (second  from  right)  was  licensed  to  preach  during  the 
morning  worship  service  at  Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Dec.  10.  Shown  with  him  (left  to  right)  are  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Taylor, 
his  father  -  and  pastor  of  the  church;  the  Rev.  Ken  McDowell,  La¬ 
fayette  District  superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  his  mother. 
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Jurisdictional  workshops  on 
ordained  ministry  announced 


India  bishops 
assigned 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Two  United 
Methodist  bishops  in  India  have  new 
assignments,  and  two  continue  in  as¬ 
signments  they  have  held  since  early 
1969.  The  four  are  bishops  of  the 
Southern  Asia  Central  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  which  is 
called  in  India  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Southern  Asia. 

The  bishops  were  assigned  to  their 
respective  episcopal  areas  by  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference,  which  met  in  regular 
quadrennial  session  Nov.  28-Dec.  5  in 
Jabalpur.  According  to  reports  to  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  these  are  the  episcopal  as¬ 
signments; 

Delhi  Area  —  Bishop  Eric  A.  Mit¬ 
chell,  succeeding  Bishop  A.  J.  Shaw 
who  retired  at  the  Central  Conference 
session. 

Hyderabad  Area  — *  Bishop  M.  Elia 
Peter,  succeeding^  Bishop  Mitchell  who 
headed  the  area  during  the  last  quad- 
rennium.  Bishop  Peter,  formerly  educ¬ 
ational  secretary  of  the  Central  Con¬ 
ference,  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy 
at  the  Jabalpur  session. 

Bombay  Area — ^Bishop  R.  D.  Joshi, 
returning  as  episcopal  leader  to  an  area 
he  has  served  for  the  last  quadren- 
nium. 

Lucknow  Area  —  Bishop  Joseph  R. 
Lance,  returning  as  episcopal  leader  to 
an  area  he  has  served  for  the  last  quad- 
rennium. 


POWER  MAGAZINE  CHANGES 
FORMAT,  NEW 
SUBSCRIPTION  RATES 

POWER  magazine,  an  ecumenical 
daily  devotional  for  youth  published 
quarterly  by  Christian  Youth  Publica¬ 
tions  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has  been  given 
a  new  larger  size,  SYi  x  7",  more 
photographs  and  art  work,  and  greater 
use  of  color  throughout.  The  October- 
November-December  1972  issue  is  the 
first  issue  incorporating  the  new  de¬ 
sign. 

POWER  magazine  was  initiated  in 
1941  by  the  former  National  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  was  made  an 
ecumenical  publication  in  1960  when 
Christian  Youth  Publications  was 
formed  from  members  of  the  youth 
departments  of  six  participating  de¬ 
nominations. 

POWER  is  published  “for  youth  by 
youth”  and  is  intended  to  be  a  resource 
for  meditation. 

The  publication  has  retained  its 
general  content.  The  devotionals  con¬ 
sist  of  contributions  from  youth 
throughout  the  country  which  take  the 
form  of  poetry,  short  essays,  parables. 


Bishops  Mitchell,  Joshi  and  Lance 
were  elected  in  January,  1969.  The 
Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Asia 
has  about  600,000  members  and  has 
the  largest  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  outside  the  U.S. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  A 
series  of  five  United  Methodist  work¬ 
shops  on  the  ordained  ministry  will  be 
held  across  the  United  States  begin¬ 
ning  January  29. 

The  events  are  being  sponsored  by 
the  Board  of  the  Ministry  and  Com¬ 
mittees  on  the  Ministry  from  each  of 
the  church’s  five  jurisdictions,  the  As¬ 
sociation  of  United  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  Schools,  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Division  of  the  Ordained  Min¬ 
istry. 

Each  of  the  Jurisdictional  work¬ 
shops  will  begin  on  a  Monday  evening 
with  a  dinner  and  special  presentation 
dealing  with  the  question,  “What  is 
the  style  of  the  ordained  ministry  with 
particular  reference  to  tradition,  scrip¬ 
ture,  experience  and  reason.” 

Dates,  locations  and  the  guest  re¬ 
source  leaders  who  will  make  the  open¬ 
ing  night  presentations  are: 

— Jan.  29-31,  North  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  St.  Francis  Retreat  House,  Oak 
Brook,  Ill.;  Dr.  Paul  Hessert,  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary,  Evanston,  Ill. 

— Feb.  5-7,  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly,  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.;  Dean  Thomas  Lang¬ 
ford,  Duke  University  Divinity  School, 
Durham,  N.C. 

— Feb.  12-14,  Northeastern  Juris¬ 
diction,  Stoney  Point  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter,  Stoney  Point,  N.Y.;  Dr.  Harold 
Bosley,  Christ  Church,  New  York  City. 

— Feb.  19-21,  Western  Jurisdiction, 
San  Damiano  Retreat,  Danville,  Calif.; 
Dean  Thomas  Trotter,  Claremont 


proverbs,  songs,  or  extended  meta¬ 
phors. 

POWER  is  available  now  at  new 
rates:  55  cents  per  single  copy;  45 
cents  for  5  or  more  copies  to  a  single 
address;  $2.20  for  one  year’s  subscrip¬ 
tion;  10  or  more  to  one  address,  $1.80 
per  subscription.  To  place  orders  or 
for  further  information,  write  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  POWER,  Post 
Office  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202. 

t  :  .  - 

“A  JESUS  WEEKEND”  is  scheduled 
for  Jan.  12,  13  and  14  in  the  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  at  Alexan¬ 
dria.  The  Rev.  Jack  Wolfe,  a  senior 
in  Texas  Tech,  Lubbock,  Texas,  will 
be  the  preacher.  The  Rev.  David  M. 
Felder  will  be  host  pastor. 

t 


School  of  Theology,  Claremont,  Calif. 

— Feb,  26-28,  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  Center  for  Christian  Renewal, 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.;  Dr.  Ben  R. 
Oliphint,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Dallas,  Tex. 

Dr.  Harold  T.  Porter,  Nashville, 
associate  director  of  the  Division  of 
the  Ministry,  said  the  workshops  have 
been  structured  informally  to  give  max¬ 
imum  time  for  individual  participation. 
Topics  to  be  discussed  will  include  the 
roles,  duties  and  functions  of  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  Boards  of  the  Min¬ 
istry,  the  church-wide  Ministerial  Edu¬ 
cation  Fund  and  the  relationship  of 
all  groups  concerned  for  the  education 
and  qualification  of  persons  for  the 
ministry. 

Each  of  the  workshops  will  include 
representatives  from  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  Boards  of  the  Ministry,  cabinet 
representatives,  faculty  and  administra¬ 
tion  of  theological  schools  within  the 
jurisdiction,  jurisdictional  Committees 
on  the  Ministry,  and  persons  from  the 
staff  and  elected  membership  of  the 
United  Methodist  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry. 


Lie  sponsoring 

Week  of  Christian 
Unity,  Jan.  18-25 

Pastors  of  churches  throughout  the 
State  of  Louisiana  have  been  urged 
by  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Confer¬ 
ence  to  observe  the  Week  of  Prayer 
for  Christian  Unity  during  the  period 
from  Jan.  18-25. 

The  Very  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Paul, 
chairman  of  the  committee  sponsoring 
the  observance,  in  a  letter  to  pastors, 
states  that  “it  is  with  significance  that 
the  emphasis  for  the  week  ...  is  ‘Lord 
teach  us  to  pray.’  ” 

Mr.  Paul .  quotes  the  late  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  The  Most  Rev. 
William  Temple,  who  wrote:  “The  aim 
of  prayer  is  union  with  God,  not 
changing  His  mind,  but  changing  our 
own,  in  order  that,  as  a  result  of  our 
faith,  our  realization  that  we  depend 
upon  Him,  He  may  be  able  to  do  for 
us,  or  through  us,  what,  until  we  are 
conscious  of  this.  He  cannot  do.” 

Mr.  Paul  urges  local  churches  to  use 
“creative  imagination  to  foster  better 
Ecumenical  relations  in  (their)  com¬ 
munities.” 
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AT  RIGHT:  Participants  in  Service 
of  Blessing  held  at  the  new  parson¬ 
age  at  DeQuincy  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Dec.  3.  FROM  LEFT: 
Kenneth  Snider,  Building  Committee 
chairman;  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield, 
who  was  guest  preacher  for  morning 
worship;  the  Rev.  Harvey  William¬ 
son,  Lake  Charles  District  super¬ 
intendent,  and  the  Rev.  Byrd  Terry, 
pastor.  AT  LEFT:  the  new  par¬ 
sonage. 
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An  Old  Custom  Updated 


(SutAt  edit«>U«U 

by  Dr.  Roy  Bag|ey 
Superintendent,  Camden  District 

I  t  has  been  an  old  custom  to 
make  resolutions  each  New  Year. 
Resolutions  are  goals  we  set  to 
improve  ourselves,  to  be  or  do 
something  better  than  we  have  in 
the  past.  Often  these  are  super¬ 
ficial  and  as  promptly  forgotten 
as  they  were  thoughtlessly  made. 
Now  we  have  been  brought  face 
to  face  with  the  necessity  of 
planning,  setting  goals,  and  de¬ 
fining  objectives. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  all  of 
the  District  Superintendents  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  the  statement 
was  made,  “If  you  don’t  make 
decisions  for  the  future,  some¬ 
one  else  will  make  them  for  you.” 
Who  makes  the  agenda  for  the 
Church?  Who  sets  the  priorities 
for  the  ministry  of  God’s  people? 
Under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  with  Jesus  Christ  as 
our  Saviour  and  model,  the  - 
Church  sets  the  agenda  for  its 
“business”  and  defines  the  pri¬ 
orities. 

Every  Church  starts  at  some 
point  if  authentic-  and  realistic 
planning  is  to  be  done.  The  start¬ 
ing  point  is  important.  One 
'6hurch  began  with  the  question, 
“What  right  do  we  have  to  exist 
in  this  community?”  This  set  off 
a  chain  reaction  which  continues 
by  keeping  before  that  congrega¬ 
tion  its  mission  to  its  fellov/ship, 
to  the  community,  and  to  the 
world. 

Is  it  the  mission  of  the  local 
church  just  to  maintain  the  status 
quo?  Or  is  the  mission  of  each 
church  to  be  open  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Spirit  to  witness  to 
Christ  with  such  reality  that  life 
within  and  without  the  church 
will  be  changed? 

Every  church  has  problems  of 
one  kind  or  another.  When  the 
focal  point  of  attention  is  just 
solving  problems,  only  the  pain 
of  yesterday’s  decisions,  or  the 
lack  of  definite  decisions,  is  dealt 
with.  When  the  problem  is  solved, 
the  anxiety  is  gone  and  the  real 
possibility  of  that  church  has  not 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  its 
ministry. 

The  other  evening  this  writer 
sat  with  a  local  church  as  they 
set  their  budget  for  the  new  year. 
The  chairman  of  that  Administra¬ 
tive  Board  said,  “We  are  going 
to  accept  all  or  our  apportion¬ 
ments.  We  don’t  know  how  we 
will  come  out,  but  we  are  going 
to  reallj  try.”  That  church  had 
set  an  objective  and  in  setting 
that  goal,  they  took  a  risk.  A 


valid  decision  and  a  definite  ob¬ 
jective  involves  a  risk. 

A  goal  is  a  well  defined  state¬ 
ment  of  the  potential  achievement 
of  a  church.  Where  does  it  want 
to  be  tomorrow?  The  answer  lies 
in  other  vital  questions.  What  is 
its  potential?  What  resources  are 
available?  Which  resources  have 
not  been  tapped  before?  What 
leadership  is  needed  to  achieve 
its  objective?  Which  steps  can 
be  taken  to  close  the  gap  between’ 
proposed  objectives  and  the  im¬ 
age  of  its  potential? 

Multiple  excuses  can  be  given 
for  not  doing  these  things,  but 
there  are  no  valid  reasons.  One 
speaker  years  ago  said,  “There  is 
no  valid  reason  why  my  local 
church  cannot  fulfill  the  Chris¬ 
tian  mission.”  Powers  lie  dor¬ 
mant  that  could  lead  a  growing 
and  effective  congregation  in 
ministry  in  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 
If  a  church  feels  it  can  no  longer 
fulfill  its  mission,  then  it  is  time 
for  those  remaining  to  merge  With 
another  congregation  for  an  ef¬ 
fective  Christian  ministry. 

Beautifully  stated  plans  with 
definite  objectives  not  imple¬ 
mented  are  of  little  value.  Plans 
on  paper  must  become  plans  in 
purpose  and  action.  Perhaps  one 
of  the  reasons  why  most  building 
programs  are  successful  is  be¬ 
cause  the  people  can  see  the 
definite  goal  which  has  been  set, 
plus  an  established  timetable,  to¬ 
gether  with  strategy  developed  to 
reach  the  goal. 

There  are  roadblocks  to  the 
task  of  planning.  One  is  a  wrong 
mind-set.  “We  have  tried  this 
once  and  it  failed.”  A  congrega¬ 
tion  bound  by  tradition  will  re¬ 
fuse  to  look  at  new  approaches. 
The  result  of  this  attitude  is 
“monumental  mediocrity.” 

Another  obstacle  lies  in  travel¬ 
ing  the  same  familiar  paths.  New 
approaches  and  new  leadership 
are  ignored  and  the  end  is  the 
same  routine.  The  Church  School 
has  been  a  point  of  concern  for 
some  years.  To  sit  in  some 
Church  School  classes  provokes 
one  to  wonder  why  anybody 
comes!  Teachers  do  not  improve 
their  skills:  members  are  “talked 
to,”  and  the  class  is  confirmed 
in  their  prejudices  and  little  learn¬ 
ing  or  life-changing  decisions  take 
place. 

Possibilities  for  Christian 
teaching  demand  an  interest- 
centered  group  instead  of  the 
emphasis  on  class  loyalty,  and 


participation  by  the  members  in 
the  learning  -  teaching  process. 
Other  times  for  study  and  service 
than  just  on  Sunday  morning  are 
open  to  every  church. 

Feelings  and  values  sometimes 
prevent  real  planning,  frequently 
an  adverse  attitude  found  in  the 
leader — the  minister.  In  the  little 
book,  PUNCTURED  PRECON¬ 
CEPTIONS,  the  authors  point  out 
that  a  sizeable  majority  of  the 
laity  wants  the  church  to  seek 
new  avenues  of  Christian  min¬ 
istry.  If  the  theme  song  of  the 
Church  is  “It  was  good  for  our 
fathers,  and  it’s  good  enough  for 
me,”  then  an  atmosphere  of  pes¬ 
simism  and  gloom  will  stifle  any 
fresh  breath  of  new  life. 

Re-cycling  is  a  common  word 
today.  It  is  used  in  relationship 
to  used  materials  which,  through 
a  process,  are  made  into  a  usable 
product.  The  planning  cycle  is 
important  to  a  congregation. 
Planning,  developing  strategy  and 
getting  that  strategy  into  opera¬ 
tion,  evaluating  and  re-defining 
its  objectives  will  refine  its  goals. 
The  vital  question  is,  “Why  did 
the  plan  not  work  and  why  was 
the  objective  not  reached?  It  is 
not  a  sin  against  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  honestly  evaluate  and  recog¬ 
nize  the  failure.  It  may  be  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  trying  to  tell 
the  Church  something  which  has 
not  been  heard  before. 

Where  does  the  responsibility 
rest  in  planning  and  goal  setting? 
In  the  local  church  leadership 
depends  primarily  upon  the  min¬ 
ister.  His  effective  and  intelligent 
leadership  encourages  the  people 
to  engage  in  successful  planning. 
Does  a  minister  feel  threatened 
when  sitting  with  his  people  and 
honestly  looking  at  the  ministry 


of  that  particular  congregation 
and  his  leadership  in  their  min¬ 
istry?  He  is  more  threatened  by 
his  failure  to  guide  his  people 
with  love  and  appreciation  yet 
with  judicious  insight. 

There  is  a  vital  relationship 
between  efficiency  and  a  healing 
and  reconciling  ministry.  Plans 
are  not  made  just  to  have  plans, 
but  to  provide  help  for  all  per¬ 
sons.  Planning  and  goal-setting 
is  aimed  at  the  type  of  Christian 
ministry  that  will  reach  the  great¬ 
est  number  of  people,  both  in  the 
church  and  outside,  and  to  build 
a  community  where  life  can 
withstand  the  evils  which  threat¬ 
en. 

Is  it  possible  to  change?  Some 
seem  not  to  believe  in  the  dy¬ 
namic  of  a  transforming  faith. 
Their  prayer  is,  “Lord,  its  all  go¬ 
ing  to  ruin;  save  and  comfort  me 
to  the  bitter  end.”  The  conviction 
that  individual  life,  and  society, 
can  be  changed  is  based  upon 
Christian  faith.  The  Church 
brings  to  bear  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  process. 

In  a  world  of  such  crushing 
events  it  seems  sheer  nonsense 
to  believe  that  the  words  of 
“Faith,  Hope,  and  Love,”  can 
have  any  significant  influence. 
Yet  our  heritage  shows  us  that 
this  word  has  been  the  power  for 
new  direction  and  leads  us  to 
believe  that  “His  will  can  be  done 
upon  the  earth  as  it  is  in  Hea¬ 
ven.”  It  is  a  New  Year  and  a 
new  day  for  the  church. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


An  increasing  number  of  American  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  are  accepting  the  challenge  of  Key  73,  the  con¬ 
tinent-wide  evangelistic  thrust  planned  for  1973, 
according  to  Dale  Francis,  editor  of  the  National 
Catholic  Register.  .  As  we  are  striving  to  be 
more  fully  Catholic  during  the  year  of  Key  73,  our 
Protestant  brothers  will  be  striving  to  bring  their 
people  closer  to  Christ,  too,”  the  editor  said  in  the 
Dec.  10  issue  of  the  weekly  publication.  “Together 
we  may  change  the  whole  world  for  if  all  of  us  come 
to  greater  love  of  Christ,  the  world  can  not  help  but 
be  better  for  this,”  he  said. 

An  ^peal  was  issued  by  Rabbi  Marc  Tanen*- 
baum,  American  Jewish  interreligious  leader, 
to  religious  leaders  and  intellectusds  the  world 
over  to  join  in  an  international  effort  to  com¬ 
bat  caricaturing  and  stereotyping  of  religious, 
racial,  national,  and  ethnic  groups  wherever 
these  appear.  “The  overcoming  systematically 
of  the  myths  and  stereotypes  ^t  many  Wes¬ 
terners  hold  of  the  Eastern  World,  and  vice 
versa,  and  that  Jews,  Christians,  Muslims,  Bud- 
hists,  Hindus,  Confucianists,  and  others  fre¬ 
quently  hold  about  one  another  with  fantastic 
tenacity  is  an  essential  precondition  to  the 
building  of  a  harmonious  world  community,” 
he  smd. 

Pennsylvania’s  Gov.  Milton  J.  Snapp  has  signed  into 
law,  effective  immediately,  legislation  permitting 
meditation  and  prayer  in  public  schools.  Passed  by 
the  1972  General  Assembly,  the  bill  authorizes 
prayer  in  public  schools  at  the  discretion  of  the 
classroom  teacher  or  at  the  direction  of  the  school 
board.  It  specifically  provides  that  the  session  “shall 
not  be  conducted  as  a  religious  service  or  exercise.” 

The  Rev.  James  D.  Ford,  senior  chaplain  at 
West  Point  Military  Academy,  encountered  a 
problem  rather  unique  in  the  nation:  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  men  applied  to  be  Sunday  school 
teachers  but  be  had  openings  on  his  staff  of 
200  for  only  45  of  them.  Tte  chapel  also  has 
more  men  volunteering  for  its  two  choirs  than 
it  can  use.  Sunday  scl^l  for  children  of  West 
Point  civilian  and  military  personnel  has  been 
conducted  for  more  than  100  years.  Among  the 
Sunday  School  supmntendents  have  been  Gen. 
Matthew  Ridgeway  and  Gen.  William  C.  West¬ 
moreland.  As  a  cadet,  Dwight  David  Eisen¬ 
hower  was  a  teacher  in  1915. 


“More  than  30  per  cent  of  narcotics  deaths  in  New 
York  City  have  been  associated  this  year  with  meth¬ 
adone  use,  licit  and  illicit,”  Dr.  Michael  M.  Baden, 
deputy  chief  medical  examiner,  told  a  conference 
sponsored  by  the  American  Medical  Assn.  Nar- 
cotics-related  deaths  have  reached  a  record  high, 
marking  an  increase  of  more  than  1,000  drug-re¬ 
lated  deaths  over  the  number  reported  12  years  ago, 
and  100  more  than  the  total  of  1971.  Other  con¬ 
ference  speakers  expressed  optimism  that  drug  abuse 
among  Americans  in  general  and  Vietnam  veterans 
in  particular  may  have  leveled  off  or  be  in  the 
process  of  receding. 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham  reported  that  on  a  re¬ 
cent  visit  in  Switzerland  he  had  a  visit  with  the 
new  general  secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Dr.  Philip  Potter.  Although  both 
would  “£^ee  there  is  already  unity  of  true  be¬ 
lievers,”  Mr.  Graham  said,  he  added  that  he  is 
“not  for  everybody  get  ting  together  in  one  big 
Church  with  a  few  running  it.” 


Mrs.  Fred  J.  Tooze,  president  of  the  national  Wo¬ 
man’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  has  expressed 
concern  over  a  bid  for  the  legalization  of  marijuana 
as  a  means  to  “bridge  the  generation  gap.”  Her 
comments  were  made  in  a  reference  to  a  Consumers 
Union  Report  recommending  the  repeal  of  federal 
laws  governing  the  growing,  processing,  transporta¬ 
tion,  sale,  possession  and  use  of  marijuana.  She 
said:  “It  is  unthinkable  that  the  public  should  be 
taken  in  by  the  philosophy  that  marijuana  legaliza¬ 
tion  is  a  means  of  closing  the  ‘generation  gap’  or 
that  this  constitutes  ‘individual  freedom’  and  is  the 
solution  to  what  is  happening  to  some  young  people 
today.” 

Religious  studies  on  secular  campuses  are  en¬ 
joying  an  unprecedented  growth  in  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  area.  At  Bryn  Mawr,  religion  offer¬ 
ings  have  increased  eight-fold  in  the  past  five 
years,  as  student  enrollment  in  religion  courses 
has  jumped  from  17  to  129  per  semester,  out 
of  a  total  student  body  of  1,367.  According  to 
Dr.  Claude  Welch,  head  of  the  Graduate  Theo- 
logicid  Union  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  this  trend  is 
true  of  religious  studies  nationwide.  In  a  tele¬ 
phone  interview  with  Religious  News  Service, 
he  said  that  “five-fold,  eight-fold,  or  ten-fold 
increases  in  courses,  faculty  and  student  enroll¬ 
ment  (in  the  field  of  reUgion)  are  not  uncom¬ 
mon.” 

On  a  speaking  tour  of  five  American  cities  and 
Montreal,  Mrs.  Mary  Whitehouse  of  Birmingham, 
England,  known  as  the  “eonscience”  of  Great  Brit¬ 
tain’s  TV  viewers,  said:  “It’s  a  very  foolish  person 
who  allows  anyone  to  persuade  him  that  pornogra¬ 
phy  and  these  things  are  just  a  matter  of  taste.” 
Revolutionaries  are  “out  to  destroy  our  society,” 
both  in  this  country  and  in  Britain,  she  charged, 
adding  that  it  is  imperative  for  concerned  people 
to  “wake  up  and  decide  what  kind  of  world  we 
want  our  children  to  grow  up  in  .  .  .  because  to¬ 
morrow  may  well  be  too  late.  The  tide  is  moving 
so  quickly  in  the  opposite  direction  that  either  we 
change  it  now,  this  winter,  or  within  six  or  nine 
months  it  may  be  too  late.” 

Samples  of  1,339  languages  and  dialects  spoken 
by  more  than  97  per  cent  of  the  world’s  people 
are  contained  in  “The  Book  of  a  Thousand 
Tongues,”  just  released  by  the  United  Bible 
•  societies.  The  United  Bible  Societies  is  a  fel¬ 
lowship  of  55  national  Bible  societies  with  work 
in  more  than  1150  countries  and  territories. 
Anglican  Archbishop  Donald  Coggan  of  York, 
president  of  the  agency,  writes  in  a  preface  that 
the  Bible  is  the  “book  which  removes  spiritual 
poverty  and  moral  blindness’  and  “is  the  book 
for  all  people.” 


The  Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary  was  unanirnously  chosen 
as  the  first  black  president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  by  more  than  800  delegates  of  33 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  Churches  as  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  organization  met  in  Dallas  recently.  An  observer 
said:  “While  he  is  not  known  as  a  ‘raving  liberal,’ 
Mr.  Cary  did  endorse  the  controversial  Black  Mani¬ 
festo  and  its  demands  for  reparations  from  white 
Churches  in  1969.  The  Manifesto  sparked  much  of 
the  internal  tension  which  denominations  have  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  past  three  years,  and  which  they 
openiyadmit.lt  was  one  factor  leading  to  the  restruc¬ 
ture  of  the  National  Council.”  Mr.  Cary  said,  fol¬ 
lowing  his  election  to  the  post,  “The  day  of  procla¬ 
mations  and  resolutions  is  pretty  much  ended.  We’ve 
said  all  we  could  and  we’ve  had  a  significant  in¬ 
fluence  through  the  pronouncement  route.  But  the 
church  itself  must  begin  to  reflect  what  it  has  said 
in  its  own  life.  ‘Physician  heal  thyself’  is  where  it’s 
at  now.” 

Dr.  W.  A.  Criswell,  former  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  told  reporters 
who  covered  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
Assembly  that  he  “would  not  be  opposed”  to 
dialogue  with  the  NCC  or  with  Christians  who 
may  not  share  his  theological  views.  The  pastor 
of  Dallas’  17,000-member  First  Baptist  church 
decleared,  “Any  man  who  names  the  name  of 
Christ  in  truth  and  sincerity  is  my  brother  in 
the  faith.” 

A  study  series  on  “Sexuality  in  Christian  Living,” 
prepared  by  Broadman  Press  was  released  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  publishing  house  in  Nashville  on 
Jan.  1.  The  six  books,  designed  for  the  various  age 
levels,  was  published  in  response  to  a  resolution 
adopted  at  the  1969  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
urging  agencies  of  the  denomination,  “give  increas¬ 
ing  attention  to  basic  and  special  resource  materials 
on  family  life  and  sex  education  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  families  and  churches.” 

Three  Mormon  Boy  Scouts  who  represented  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  on 
a  tour  of  Israel,  saidi  they  observed  some  sig¬ 
nificant  similarities  between  Judaism  and  Mor- 
monism.  Mormons  and  Jews  have  a  common 
sense  of  identity  as  a  people,  a  history  of  per¬ 
secution  and  parallels  in  beliefs,  according  to 
the  Salt  Lake  City  youths  who  were  part  of  a 
group  of  40  U.S.  Scouts.  It  has  been  said  that 
David  Ben-Gurion  once  told  Ezra  Taft  Benson 
of  the  Mormon  Council  of  12  Apostles  that  “no 
other  people  understand  the  Jews  better  than 
the  Mormons.” 

t 

PHNOM  PENH,  Cambodia-Dr. 
W.  Stanley  Mooneyham  (right), 
president  of  World  Vision  Inter¬ 
national,  reviews  decision 
cards  signed  by  2,681  Cambo¬ 
dian  youths  who  expressed  a 
desire  to  know  Jesus  Christ 
during  a  crusade  conducted  by 
Mooneyham  in  Phnom  Penh. 
Anglican  Archbishop  Marcus 
Loane  (left)  of  Sidney,  Aus¬ 
tralia,  a  participant  in  the 
crusade,  looks  on  as  Khmer 
Evangelical  Church  leaders 
brief  them  on  follow-up  pro¬ 
gram  plans  to  which  World 
Vision  is  contributing  financial 
support.  World  Vision  first  be¬ 
came  active  in  Cambodia  two 
years  ago  and  reportedly  be¬ 
came  the  first  voluntary  agency 
to  answer  the  government’s 
plea  for  medical  supplies.  The 
Cambodian  government  has 
given  the  agency  12  acres  of 
land  on  which  it  plans  to  build 
the  first  Christian  hospital  in 
the  country.  ( RNS  photo) 
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Bishop  and  Mrs.  Finis 
Crutchfield  are  with  Tom 
Matheny  at  the  Hammond 
District  banquet. 


Also  honored  at  Hammond 
were  the  new  district  sup¬ 
erintendent  and  district 
lay  leader.  From  left:  Mrs. 
Fraser,  Nick  Saladino, 
the  Rev.  William  Fraser, 
and  Mrs.  Saladino. 


TRINITY  UNITED  Methodist  Church 
of  Alexandria  recently  recognized  the 
women  when  Ladies’  Day  was  o^ 
served  at  the  morning  worship  service. 
Mrs.  Elouise  Waggaman  spoke  on 
“Woman’s  Role  in  the  Church.”  Mrs. 
Virginia  Chapman  is  WSCS  president, 
and  Mrs.  Lucille  Gunter  heads  the 
WSG.  The  Rev.  David  Felder  is  their 
pastor. 


THE  CHAPLAIN  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Hospital,  Lynn  Morrison,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  Women’s  Society  Dec¬ 
ember  12  meeting  in  the  Aurora  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 


P.  K.  KORNER 

CONSTANCE  ETHEL  GRAMB- 
LING,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  F.  Grambling  of  Shreveport 
and  granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Grambling,  Shreveport,  was 
married  to  George  Bertram  Lane,  Dec. 
9,  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  where  both  are 
instructors  in  music  at  the  U.  of  South 
Carolina.  She  received  her  B.A.  from 
Centenary  and  her  M.A.  from  L.S.U. 
She  was  principal  flutist  with  the 
Shreveport  Symphony  from  1965-68, 
and  was  flutist  with  the  Baton  Rouge 
Symphony  from  1969-71. 

If 

“Tauw,”  a  film  produced  for  the 
1971-72  church  study  on  Africa,  has 
received  the  “Golden  Lion  of  Judah” 
award  from  an  international  film  festi¬ 
val  held  in  Ethiopia.  Two  United 
Methodists — the  Rev.  David  W.  Brid- 
dcll  and  the  Rev.  Herbert  F.  Lowe 
had  key  roles  in  the  film’s  production. 


Mrs.  J.  M.  Wilkes,  president  of  Baton 
Rouge  District  Parsonettes,  presided 
when  ministers  and  wives  gathered 
for  Christmas  dinner  and  program  in 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Dec.  7. 
Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  presented  each  minister  a 
book  as  a  gift,  and  the  District  pre¬ 
sented  the  McGuires  a  cash  gift 
through  its  spokesman.  Dr.  Dana 
Dawson,  host  pastor. 


Lake  Charles  District  Parsons  and  Parsonettes  enjoyed  a  Christmas  Luau  at  the  Henning  Memorial  Church 
in  Sulphur.  Dr.  George  Pearce,  at  left,  is  presenting  District  Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son  with  a  slide  projector  on  behalf  of  the  group.  AT  RIGHT:  John  and  Judy  Haili  entertained  with  a 
“Hawaiian  Christmas”,  and  called  on  some  of  the  group  to  assist. 


Hammond  District  Ministers 
Honor  New  D.S.  and  Bishop 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Finis  Crutchfield 
were  the  guests  of  the  Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict  Parsons  and  Parsonettes  at  the 
annual  District  Christmas  banquet 
held  in  the  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Hammond. 

Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  presided  as  master  of  cere¬ 
monies  in  a  program  designed  around 
the  theme  of  “getting-to-know-you”. 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  P.  Fraser 
were  welcomed  to  the  Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict  as  the  newly  appointed  District 


Superintendent  and  family.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nick  Saladino  were  honored  as 
the  lay  leader  family  of  the  district. 
The  Rev.  Brady  Foreman  led  the 
group  in  singing,  with  Mrs.  James  Har¬ 
ris  at  the  piano. 

Christmas  wreaths  made  of  products 
native  to  the  area  were  presented  to 
the  Crutchfields  and  the  Frasers  from 
the  Parsonettes.  Mr.  Matheny  called  on 
several  persons  to  relate  amusing  anec¬ 
dotes  from  parsonage  life  in  the  past. 
Bishop  Crutchfield  delivered  a  message 
on  the  meaning  Christmas  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  Christian  fellowship. 


The  Rev.  Jerry  Means  (center)  was  Santa  when  63  parsons  and  par¬ 
sonettes  held  the  Christmas  party  in  First  Church,  Franklin.  He  is 
shown  presenting  gifts  to  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ken  McDowell,  Lafay¬ 
ette  district  superintendent  and  wife.  Each  person  brought  gifts 
for  children  of  Sager-Brown  School  at  Baldwin.  The  dinner  was 
prepared  by  the  Franklin  WSCS.  Mrs. Jerome  Cain  was  in  charge  of 
the  program.  The  Rev.  Bob  McCammon  was  host  pastor. 


COMMENT 


The  Conference  Officers’  Training  meeting 
held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov.  30  through  Dec. 
3,  was  an  exciting  experience.  Approximately  500 
women  met  and  held  discussions  on  the  most  ef¬ 
fective  ways  of  working  together  towards  a 
smooth  transition  into  the  new  organization  — 
United  Methodist  Women.  Each  woman  was 
eager  to  learn  the  specifics  of  her  task  in  the  new 
organization  and  how  she  could  share  in  fulfilling 
the  Purpose. 

Mrs.  Norris  The  unit  of  United  Methodist  Women  in 

the  local  church  is  directly  related  to  the  district 
and  conference  organizations  of  United  Methodist  Women  and  to  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  For  complete  information  on  job  descriptions  for  elected 
leadership  and  outlines  of  committees  for  local,  district  and  conference 
units,  order  the  new  Handbook  and  Constitution  and  Bylaws  booklet 
from  Service  Center.  These  two  resources  are  available  this  month;  look 
on  the  back  cover  of  response  for  off  press  date  and  price. 

One  important  piece  of  information  learned  in  Cincinnati  is  that 
Evaluation  Reports,  Treasurer’s  Remittance  pads,  and  other  special  in¬ 
formation  from  Service  Centers  are  sent  to  the  local  presidents.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  to  have  on  file  the  correct  name  and  address  of  the 
local  president,  and  the  name  of  the  church  and  city  where  it  is  located. 
In  the  past,  changes  have  been  sent  to  the  Service  Center  from  various 
sources,  causing  much  expensive  duplication.  Now,  the  secretary  of  the 
local  unit/ society /guild  is  responsible  for  sending  in  any  changes  for  the 
president’s  list.  Forms  for  this  purpose  are  now  available  from  Service 
Center,  and  changes  will  be  made  only  when  received  on  one  of  the 
forms. 

The  magic  word  for  a  smooth  transition  into  the  new  organization 
is  .  .  .  TEAMWORK. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  P.  Norris,  Secretary 
Louisiana  Conference  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service 
t 
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The  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill,  pastor 
of  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  will 
be  the  preacher  for  the  week  of 
renewal  services  to  be  held  at 
Wesley  Church,  Sulphur,  begin¬ 
ning  Sunday,  Jan.  21.  His  em¬ 
phasis  throughout  the  week  will 
be  “Constancy  of  Commitment” 
The  Rev.  Walter  Clarke,  pastor, 
invites  United  Methodists 
throughout  the  area  to  share  in 
these  special  services. 


PATRICK  SHELBY  directed  the 
presentation  of  Saint-Saens’  “Christmas 
Oratorio”  by  the  Chancel  Choir  in  As- 
bury  United  Methodist  Church  of  La¬ 
fayette,  Dec.  17.  Soloists  included  A. 
Gayle  Perry,  Jr.,  Pattye  Robertson,  Pat 
Harrison,  Jene  Caldwell  and  Pat  Shel¬ 
by.  Richard  Flory  accompanied  on  the 
organ.  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway  is  the 
Asbury  minister. 

THE  LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Lay  Speakers  Training  School  will  be 
held  at  Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  on  Jan.  9, 
16,  23  and  30,  from  7  until  9  p.m. 


These  men  commended 
members  of  First  Church, 
Alexandria,  for  over-pled¬ 
ging  the  budget  for  1973. 
From  left:  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane,  pastor;  H.  B.  Sta¬ 
ples,  Admin.  Board  chm.; 
and  Herbert  Johnson, who 
headed  the  drive.  The 
desired  goal  of  $200,000 
was  over-subscribed  by 
$7,050. 


MRS.  L.  E.  KNEIPP,  music  direc¬ 
tor  at  Mai^um  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
had  two  of  her  compositions  pre¬ 
miered  during  the  Sunday  evening 
concert  of  Christmas  music  in 
Mangum  Church,  Dec.  17.  The 
program  included  solos  by  Mrs. 
M.  S.  Akins  and  Charles  Dillman, 
and  duets  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Orton  and 
Mrs.  Kneipp,  and  by  Roy  Wagner 
and  Denise  Barnard.  The  Rev. 
Roy  E.  Mouser  is  pastor. 

THE  GONZALES  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  presented  the 
Chancel  Choir  in  the  Christmas 
cantata  on  Christmas  Eve,  at  the 
morning  worship  service.  “The 
Story  of  Love”  was  written  by 
James  Townsend  while  he  was 
serving  as  a  chaplain  during  the 
war  in  Vietnam.  Miss  Mimi  Pal¬ 
mer  directs  the  choir,  with  Mrs. 
Sheria  Sheets  at  the  organ.  The 
Rev.  C.  B.  Humphreys  is  the  Gon¬ 
zales  minister. 


THE  COL.  WARE  CLASS  members 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  held  their  Christmas 
Tea  on  Sunday,  Dec.  10,  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  P.  Reily. 


ORGAN  RECITALS  were  presentr 
ed  at  12:15  p.m.  in  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  preceding  Christmas. 
Organists  were  Mark  T.  Engel- 
hardt  on  Monday,  Dec.  18,  Dan 
Talbot  on  Tuesday,  and  J.  Thomas 
Mitts  on  Wednesday.  On  Dec.  17, 
the  annual  Christmas  pageant  was 
presented  in  poetry,  drama,  and 
music  from  a  work  by  Guy  John¬ 
son,  adapted  by  Ronald  G.  Ramke, 
members  of  First  Church,  where 
Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.  is  pastor. 

THE  SLAUGHTER  United  Method¬ 
ist  Choir  presented  the  cantata  “The 
Wonder  of  Christmas”  to  an  overflow 
crowd,  Dec.  17.  Miss  Amy  Townsend 
directed  the  cantata  and  Keith  Town¬ 
send  was  the  accompanist.  An  offering 
of  $1,877.75  was  placed  on  the  altar 
for  the  church  building  and  repair 
fund.  Refreshments  and  fellowship 
followed  the  program.  The  Rev.  Bob 
Burgess  is  pastor. 

THE  REV.  STONE  CARAWAY  of 
Lake  Charles  presented  the  Christmas 
program  for  United  Methodist  Men 
and  WSCS  members  in  the  Jefferson 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  where  Mr.  Cara¬ 
way  served  as  the  first  pastor.  The 
Rev.  Sale  T.  Lily  is  the  present  pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Jan.  7 — Sunday  . Psa.  8:1-9 

Jan.  8  . Psa.  24:1-10 

Jan.  9  . Psa.  29:1-11 

Jan.  10  .  Psa,  33:1-22 

Jan.  11  . Psa.  111:1-10 

Jan.  12  .  Psa.  115:1-18 

Jan.  13  .  Psa.  136:1-26 

Jan.  14 — Sunday . Psa.  50:1-15 


THE  DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Bunkie 
has  scheduled  a  “We  Care  Mission” 
for  Jan.  10,  11  and  12.  Nine  guest 
ministers  will  be  the  leaders,  each  be¬ 
ing  assigned  a  specific  number  of  fam¬ 
ilies  for  visiting,  counseling  and  shar¬ 
ing  experiences.  Evening  discussions 
will  center  on  “Your  Church”, 
“Christ”  and  “You”.  Host  pastor 
is  the  Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall. 


WAYNE  HOBBS  was  the  conductor 
and  Mary  Hitt  the  narrator  when  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  presented  special  Advent  music 
on  Dec.  17.  Gwen  Goodrich  accom¬ 
panied  on  the  organ,  along  with  four 
members  of  the  New  Orleans  Philhar¬ 
monic  Symphony:  Carter  Nice,  violin; 
Karen  Makas,  cello;  Dean  Miller,  flute; 
and  John  Mercer,  oboe.  The  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  B.  Crichlow  is  pastor. 

JOHN  HUTTON,  minister  of  music  at 
Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  presented  an 
organ  concert  of  the  music  of  Johann 
Sebastian  Bach  on  Sunday  evening, 
Dec.  10.  Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss  is-  the 
Rayne  pastor. 


AT  LEFT: 

Members  of  Zachary  Church’s  Children’s  Division 
presented  the  play  “Christmas  is  Jesus’  Birthday” 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Morgan  Lipscomb. 

AT  RIGHT: 

Wesley  Church  of  Sulphur  held  the  annual  Christmas 
party  with eht  Elementary  Choir,  led  by  Mrs.  Mitchell 
Caldwell  presenting  Christmas  favorites.  During  the 
fellowship  period,  “St.  Nick”  suddenly  appeared 
with  gifts  for  the  children. 


The  combined  choirs  of  the  Iowa  Baptist,  Catholic,  and  Methodist  Churches 
presented  the  cantata  “There’ll  Always  be  a  Christmas”  in  the  Iowa  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Findley,  at  right,  was  the  director,  and 
Jerry  Leger,  at  left,  was  narrator.  The  Rev.  John  Sayes  was  host  pastor. 


Ringgold  United  Methodist  Church’s  Choir  presented  the  cantata  “A  Christ¬ 
mas  Carol”  by  Peterson,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ray  P.  Wissing,  Jr., 
on  Sunday  evening  before  Christmas.  The  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis  is  pastor'. 
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The 

Louisiana  flOerho^ist 

operates  in  the  black  in  spite  of: 

o 

I  •  postal  rates  continuing  to  go  up 

I 
0 

°  •  rising  costs  of  printing  and  paper 

(0 
H 

:m 

whereas  many  national  magazines  are 
being  forced  out  of  print 

Thanks  are  due  to  ministers  and  lay  persons 
who  believe  that; 

•  the  gospel  of  Christ  is  relevant 

•  Christians  are  concerned  and  desire  to  witness  to  their  concern 

•  a  church  publication  is  needed  as  a  channel  of  information  and 
inspiration 

•  local  church  efforts  and  accomplishments  deserve  to  be  shared 

•  in  this  year  of  "Key  '73"  evangelistic  thrust,  plans  and  progress  should 
not  be  hidden  under  a  bushel,  but  illuminated. 

These  points  and  many  others  will  be  covered  in  your 

Louisiana  (Dethobist 

in  1973 

Just  $3.00  for  50  issues 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  CAMPAIGN  IS  THE 
WEEK  OF  JANUARY  14-21 


Assist  your  pastor  by  getting  your  subscription 
(new  or  renewal)  to  your  church  office  now 
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By:  Alfred  A,  Knox 


LESSON  FOR  JANUARY  14;  Prophet  To  Displaced  People 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Ezekiel  1:1-3;  2 
throi^  4;  33:1-9 


MEMORY  SELECTION:  Son  of  man,  I  have  made 
you  a  watchman  for  the  bouse  of  Israel;  when¬ 
ever  you  hear  a  word  from  my  mouth,  you 
shall  ^ve  them  warning  from  me.”  (Ezekiel 
3:17) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  study  the  word  of  God 
for  the  displaced  persons  of  Ezekiel’s  time  and 
relate  the  spiritual  principles  to  persons  of  our 
own  time. 

*  *  * 


A  small  red  light  on  the  instrument  panel  of  the 
car  gave  us  a  warning  recently.  It  was  to  alert  the 
driver  to  a  tank  with  a  low  level  of  gasoline.  We 
shrugged  our  shoulders  and  thought  there  was  still 
enough  fuel  for  more  driving.  That  signal  mechan¬ 
ism  is  a  good  feature,  for  it  is  an  “alert”  pertaining 
to  an  essential  function  of  the  car.  It  all  but  beckons 
the  driver  straight  to  a  service-station  if  one  ignores 
another  important  instrument — the  gasoline  gauge. 
The  two  signals  are  a  sufficient  warning  (hopefully!) 
to  the  driver  to  take  care  of  the  matter  before  a 
more  serious  result  follows — trying  to  drive  a  car 
with  an  empty  gasoline  tank. 

The  prophet  Ezekiel  was  a  type  of  divine  warn¬ 
ing  and  alert  signal  to  the  Jews  of  his  day.  This 
week’s  lesson  introduces  the  first  of  four  lessons 
centering  around  the  man  and  four  facets  of  his 
message.  His  prophetic  ministry  began  during  the 
years  Jeremiah  was  also  prophesying.  Both  prophets 
witnessed  the  massive  Babylonian  assault  on  Judah 
and  its  capital  city,  Jerusalem.  In  our  recent  studies 
of  Jeremiah  we  noted  that  he  remained  in  the  city 
while  thousands  of  his  countrymen  were  led  to  Baby¬ 
lonia  after  Jerusalem  fell  to  the  invaders.  Ezekiel 
was  one  of  those  taken  away.  So  in  these  studies 
of  the  two  prophets  we  have  the  views  of  one  who 
remained  to  speak  forth  and  of  one  who  served  God 
in  the  alien  land.  We  may  gain  much  new  insight 
into  the  role  of  the  prophet  and  the  thrust  of  his 
message  as  we  thus  remember  the  work  of  Jeremiah 
and  think  about  the  ministry  of  Ezekiel. 

if  *  * 

AN  APPROACH  TO  EZEKIEL 

Reading  the  book  of  Ezekiel  may  suggest  only 
the  difficulty  of  understanding  such  scripture.  The 
reader  may  then  decide  that  either  the  material  re¬ 
quires  the  scholar’s  assistance  or  that  it  is  hopelessly 
complex.  With  some,  the  inclination  is  then  to  treat 
it  allegorically,  while  others  sort  out  obvious  lessons 
and  allow  these  to  be  the  major  force  of  the  mes¬ 
sage.  Our  lesson  materials  use  this  second  approach, 
and  this  also  will  suffice  for  our  purpose  in  these 
columns. 

These  lessons  are  sometimes  couched  m  sym¬ 
bolism  and  imagery  and  it  is  often  difficult  to  extract 
the  lesson  from  these  dramatized  portions  of  the 
message.  It  is  also  a  crucial  exercise  of  insight  to 
balance  the  prophet’s  message  to  his  own  people 
and  time  with  the  larger,  universal  point  which 
applies  to  all  mankind. 

We  therefore  follow  the  principle  of  seeking  to 
understand  the  original  scene  the  prophet  is  a  part 
of  and  then  of  developing  the  parallels  in  today’s 
personal  living.  But  we  must  not  neglect  the  proph¬ 
et’s  own  distinctive  role  in  his  time.  This  is  parti¬ 
cularly  true  of  Ezekiel,  through  whose  witness  the 
exiled  Jews  produced  many  spiritualizing  results. 
They  preserved  many  older  sections  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures  and  wrote  several  portions  themselves  which 
are  in  our  Old  Testament.  Some  of  them  eventually 
returned  to  Palestine  to  reconstruct  the  fallen  nation 


and  through  those  generations  extended  the  lineage 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

if  *  if 

GOD  WORKS  THROUGH  PEOPLE 

Ezekiel  might  have  remained  unnoticed  had 
there  been  no  divine  push  to  start  him  along  as  a 
prophet.  The  mystery  of  the  power  of  the  prophets 
is  clearly  exemplified  here:  “And  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  there  upon  him.”  (Ezekiel  1:3)  He  was 
being  sent  “to  the  people  of  Israel,  to  a  nation  of 
rebels  who  have  rebelled  against  me,”  the  Lord  told 
the  prophet.  (2:3)  He  writes  plainly  that  they  are 
indeed  an  “onery”  crowd,  stating  seven  times  in  the 
first  eight  verses  of  the  second  chapter  that  they  are 
rebellious  toward  God.  He  was  to  go  among  the 
demoralized  and  troubled  people  who  were  living 
a  hard  life  far  from  home  and  under  the  heel  of  the 
triumphant  Babylonians.  He  was  charged  with  keep¬ 
ing  before  them  the  realities  of  God  and  his  love 
and  promise  of  deliverance. 

That  was  a  tough  assignment.  He  must  haVe 
thought,  “Why  must  this  happen  to  me?”  Then 
must  have  come  the  question,  “Can  even  God  ac¬ 
complish  the  unlikely  with  dulled  unbelievers?”  In 
reluctance  tinged  with  humility,  he  must  have  felt 
a  spirit  of  pessimism  about  man.  Then  he  surely 
pursued  the  fact  of  his  confidence  in  God  with  a 
growing  awareness  that  God  actually  wanted  him. 
Here  is  the  quality  test  of  one’s  faith.  Is  his  faith 
sure  enough  to  live  it?  An  earnest  check  of  his 
thought-through  convictions  was  sufficient.  He  was 
God’s  man!  His  duty  was  closely  linked  with  his 
beliefs  and  faith. 

But  what  a  tasteless  duty!  He  recoiled  from  it 
and  then  went  ahead  with  what  had  to  be  said  and 
done.  He  could  have  expressed  the  certain  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  Psalmist:  “My  desire  is  to  do  thy  will, 
O  God,  and  thy  law  is  in  my  heart.”  (Psalms  40:8) 
The  acknowledgement  of  his  duty  was  like  that  of 
Isaiah’s:  “Here  am  1;  send  me.”  (Isaiah  6:8) 

To  prophesy  among  the  displaced — meaning,  to 
tell  forth  God’s  word  among  the  people  not  allowed 
to  live  in  their  own  country — was  particularly  dif¬ 
ficult.  He  must  exhort  against  their  waywardness, 
their  pagan  worship.  He  must  preach  the  awful 
certainty  of  God’s  judgment.  But  he  persevered.  The 
apostle  Paul  knew  the  problem  and  the  determina¬ 
tion:  “Seeing  then  that  we  have  been  entrusted  with 
this  commission,  which  we  owe  entirely  to  God’s 
mercy,  we  never  lose  heart.”  (2  Corinthians  4:1) 

It  is  a  profound  thought  that  God  works  with 
people  through  people.  Even  in  an  age  when,  today, 
men  question  the  motives  and  methods  of  others, 
this  is  true.  Though  many  are  suspicious  of  the 
good  life  lived  for  the  sake  of  goodness  alone,  this 
is  true.  Despite  the  brave  hope  of  some  that  God 
overlooks  our  failings  of  character  and  actions,  it  is 
still  true.  To  these  and  all  others  we — God’s  spokes¬ 
men — must  go. 

^  ^  ^ 

PERSON  TO  PERSON 

Most  of  us  are  not  really  displaced  people,  but 
regard  ourselves  “placed”  —  comfortable,  happily 
situated.  Ezekiel  refers  tu  the  bewilderment  of  those 
exiled  ones  in  Babylonia,  many  of  whom  thought 
they  had  left  God  behind  in  Judah,  Some  believed 
that  God  for  many  centuries  had  ruled  from  the 
temple  in  Jerusalem,  but  now  the  temple  was  gone. 
Those  with  a  casual  acceptance  of  him  now  felt  he 
was  no  longer  around;  they  were  literally  God¬ 
forsaken,  they  left.  They  naturally  began  to  lean 
toward  the  Babylonian  deities, 

One  doesn’t  walk  away  from  God  nor  “escape 
him  Many  Jews  must  have  gradually  adopted  the 
view  that  the  local  deities  were  powerful— for  after 
all  the  Babylonians  were  the  conquerors.  They  were 
compounding  the  evil  of  spiritual  adultery  which 


Jeremiah  had  said  would  bring  their  nation  to  dis¬ 
aster. 

At  this  juncture  Ezekiel  is  called  into  action. 
The  opening  verse  of  his  book  states  that  he  “was 
among  the  exiles.”  Then  he  reaches  out  to  them, 
not  as  a  foreigner  but  as  one  of  them.  This  is  direct 
communication!  He  was  caused  to  feel  their  punish¬ 
ment,  to  commiserate  with  them.  Note  some  inter¬ 
esting  parallels:  Jesus  commanded  the  disciples  to 
go  among  their  countrymen,  “the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  of  Israel.”  (Matthew  10:6)  Also,  he  himself 
“did  not  come  to  be  served  but  to  serve,  and  to  give 
up  his  life  as  a  ransom  for  many.”  (Mark  10:45) 
When  Moses  brought  the  tablets  of  stone  from  the 
mountain,  he  “went  down  to  the  people  and  spoke 
to  them.”  (Exodus  19:25) 

To  go  to  the  people  is  to  suffer  with  them,  to 
feel  their  agonies  and  sense  their  fears,  as  well  as 
share  in  their  times  of  joy.  Each  of  us  is  near  some¬ 
one  needing  help  that  we  can  give.  That  word  “near” 
may  include  any  human  within  the  range  of  one’s 
voice,  which  in  this  day  of  electronics  magic  em¬ 
braces  most  of  mankind.  The  helping  hand  may  be 
needed  in  one’s  own  household  and  then  may  extend 
steadily  beyond  one’s  walls  to  the  neighborhood,  the 
community,  and  so  on.  These  radiating  circles  of 
compassion  suggest  the  way  in  which  the  Gospel 
was  to  be  advanced  “in  Jerusalem,  and  all  over 
Judaea  and  Samaria,  and  away  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth,”  (Acts  1:8)  Acts  of  Christian  goodwill  and 
feelings  of  Christian  empathy  are  highly  valued.  One 
may  serve  where  he  is.  He  can  reach  farther  than 
himself  through  the  World  Service  channels  of  the 
church  as  the  Good  News  is  carried  in  many  forms 
to  peoples  in  need  of  the  church  and  the  Christian. 

if  *  if 

A  GUARDIAN  OF  MUCH 

We  return  to  the  initial  point  of  this  lesson — the 
prophet  as  a  watchman.  This  is  the  theme  of  Ezekiel 
33:1-9,  one  of  the  special  readings.  Ezekiel  is  told 
by  the  Lord:  “Whenever  you  hear  a  word  from  my 
mouth,  you  shall  give  them  warning  from  me.” 
(33:7)  He  was  to  alert  the  people  to  ever-present 
threats  to  their  spiritual  wellbeing.  His  mission  was 
not  to  be  a  critic  of  the  Babylonians  even  though 
they  were  rigid  and  harsh  in  their  treatment  of  the 
Jews.  To  have  been  argumentative  could  have  in¬ 
vited  even  more  cruel  measures  against  them.  His 
mission  was  to  his  people,  Jew  to  Jew. 

Several  traits  must  be  present  in  a  watchman. 
Since  his  duties  have  to  do  with  guarding  something 
valuable,  he  must  be  one  who  can  be  trusted.  He 
must  be  aware  of  that  trust  and  the  responsibility 
it  places  upon  him.  Alertness  to  possible  threats  is 
required,  and  if  an  “alert”  is  needed  he  must  quickly 
sound  an  alarm.  These  characteristics  are  present  in 
the  watchman  on  the  palace  roof  who  is  to  alert  the 
royal  household  as  soon  as  he  sees  the  signal  from 
a  distant  hill,  as  Homer  in  the  Odyssey  describes 
the  means  of  communicating  news  of  the  conclusion 
of  the  Trojan  war.  Ezekiel  was  such  a  watchman, 
relaying  to  the  people  a  warning  about  the  presence 
of  threats  to  their  personal  spiritual  living.  After  all, 
his  people  not  only  were  political  exiles  but  also 
spiritual  exiles. 

The  watchman  of  spiritual  things  applies  the 
deep  truth  expressed  in  Galatians  6:7-8 — “Make  no 
mistake  about  this:  God  is  not  to  be  fooled;  a  man 
reaps  what  he  sows.  If  he  sows  seed  in  the  field  of 
his  lower  nature,  he  will  reap  from  it  a  harvest  of 
corruption,  but  if  he  sows  in  the  field  of  the  Spirit, 
the  Spirit  will  bring  him  a  harvest  of  eternal  life.” 

The  stark  reality  of  God’s  judgment  grates 
against  the  sensibilities  of  the  “good”  person.  We 
noted  in  an  earlier  lesson  that  Jeremiah  built  his 
message  about  judgment  on  the  principle  that  God 
requires  not  mere  goodness  but  rightness  with  him. 
He  doesn’t  accept  goodness  which  is  tinctured  with 
evil  and  sin,  for  his  nature  cannot  condone  nor 
compromise  with  either.  This  is  a  “hard  line”  for 
God  to  take,  but  his  nature  can  allow  no  alternative. 

A  powerful  emphasis  is  to  be  found  in  Ezekiel 
2:5 — “And  whether  they  hear  or  refuse  to  hear  .  ,  . 
they  will  know  that  there  has  been  a  prophet  among 
them.”  What  a  tribute  to  spiritual  constancy!  This 
approaches  the  ideal  each  Christian  should  hold 
before  himself,  for  he  should  leave  something  of 
Christian  essence  within  the  thoughts  of  those  whose 
needs  he  serves. 


PAGE  EIGHT 


DECEMBER  21,  1972 


An  interview  with  the  man 
who  asks  for  “Advance”  money 


by  Elaine  Magalis 

“The  only  thing  more  difficult 
than  giving  is  receiving,”  sug¬ 
gested  the  sandy-haired  man  be¬ 
hind  the  desk.  Joe  Walker,  the 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the 
Section  of  Cultivation  in  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  Cultivation  and  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Glo- 
bal  Ministries, 
f  \  is  in  charge  of 

■  I  interpreting  and 

raising  support 
111  for  specific 

®  ^  mission  pro- 

grams  at  home 
and  abroad 
m  through  the 

Joe  Walker  Advance. 

He  was  enthusiastically  des¬ 
cribing  some  of  the  new  concerns 
the  Section  is  pressing  in  its  out¬ 
reach  to  the  church-at-large.  The 
first  and  most  striking  of  these 
is  an  attempt  to  break  down  the 
traditional  one-way  donor-recip¬ 
ient  relationship,  a  relationship 
Mr.  Walker  believes  is  “anti¬ 
thetical  to  the  Christian  faith  be¬ 
cause  it  promotes  a  paternalism 
inimical  to  true  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship.  The  overseas  churches  have 
just  as  much  to  give  as  the  Amer¬ 
ican  and  there  should  be  mutual 
exchange  between  them.  But  both 
parties  must  be  convinced  —  the 
American  church  of  its  need  to 
receive  from  Christians  of  other 
countries,  and  the  world  churches 
of  the  value  of  what  they  have 
to  give.” 

Before  coming  to  the  Board 
in  1969  as  director  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance,  the  Board’s  program  of 
extra  giving  beyond  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  Joe  Walker  served  for  many 
years  as  a  pastor  of  churches  in 
the  state  of  Washington.  Local 
church  people  continue  to  be  of 
utmost  importance  to  him  for  he 
is  not  only  concerned  with  what 
they  give  and  receive  in  the  mis¬ 
sions  process,  but  in  their  genuine 
involvement  in  missions  pro¬ 
grams.  A  second  emphasis  for 
the  Section  of  Cultivation  and 
the  Advance  will  be  an  intensi¬ 
fied  effort  to  engage  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  actual  decision  as  to 
which  programs  they  will  sup¬ 
port.  In  the  past  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences  have  too  often  made  mis¬ 
sion  determinations  and  solicited 
funds  for  projects  with  no  con¬ 
sultation  with  their  constituency. 


he  feels.  If,  Mr.  Walker  believes, 
people  give  because  they  see  their 
money  yielding  practical  results, 
the  Advance  will  be  stronger  for 
its  direct  involvement  with  local 
church  people. 

While  staff  persons,  church 
leaders  from  other  countries, 
missionaries,  and  increasingly  — 
members  of  the  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers — itinerate,  imparting  infor¬ 
mation  and  soliciting  monies  for 
Advance  programs,  they  will  also 
devote  more  and  more  time  to 
listening.  “The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  must  think  of  itself 
as  an  extension  of  the  local 
church,”  said  Mr.  Walker,  “living 
in  the  church  just  as  a  pastor  lives 
in  his  congregation.”  Frequently 
the  local  church  and  the  Board 
have  each  assumed  that  the  theo¬ 
logical  and  Biblical  foundations 
for  their  actions  were  perfectly 
clear,  even  if  they  remained  un¬ 
spoken.  Joe  Walker  feels  that  the 
assumption  has  not  always  held, 
and  that  communications  have 
often  broken  down  as  a  result. 
We  must  talk  —  and  listen  — 
to  one  another.” 

But  if  the  church  people  in 
this  country  are  important,  so 
are  those  who  have  usually  been 
on  the  other  end  of  the  mission 
process.  If  the  choice  of  programs 
to  support  is  left  to  the  one,  the 
creation  and  development  of  pro¬ 
grams  belongs  to  the  other.  “Pri¬ 
ority  rather  than  credit”  must  be 
emphasized,  according  to  Mr. 
Walker.  A  program  is  not  con¬ 
ceived  so  that  those  who  fund 
it  can  claim  credit,  but  because 
it  is  a  priority  item  for  the  people 
who  will  receive  the  benefit. 

Traditionally,  American 
churches  have  been  asked  to  sup¬ 
port  missionaries  in  the  field  who 
in  turn  administered  projects. 
Today,  in  Liberia  for  example, 
they  support  “package  programs,” 
including  items  like  workers 
salaries,  tools  and  transportation. 
The  missionary  is  being  replaced 
by  nationals  who  are  just  as  ef¬ 
fective  and  often  more  so.  The 
decline  in  the  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  going  abroad  in  recent 
years  has  many  causes,  among 
them  the  high  cost  of  maintaining 
workers  in  other  nations  in  the 
face  of  continued  inflation  and 
the  devaluation  of  the  dollar.  But 
it  also  reflects  another  phenom¬ 
enon:  mature  Christian  communi¬ 
ties  who  no  longer  require  mis¬ 
sionary  help. 


“This  does  not  mean  that  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  obsolete,”  Joe  Walk¬ 
er  stressed.  “The  poverty  of  the 
world  still  cries  out  for  the  ex¬ 
pertise  of  this  country’s  trained 
specialists.  And  the  true  ‘inter- 
communality  of  the  faith’  requires 
that  Christians  continue  to  cross 
borders,  to  share  their  belief  and 
experience  with  others.”  This  im¬ 
plies  not  only  that  Americans 
must  cross  borders,  but  also  those 
from  other  lands.  Mr.  Walker 
believes  the  time  is  not  too  dis¬ 
tant  when  U.S.  churches  will  wel¬ 
come  missionaries  from  other  na¬ 
tions  into  their  pulpits.  He 
pointed  out  that  in  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  two  missionaries 
from  Japan  are  serving  Asian 
American  United  Methodist 
Churches  and  it  is  not  too  big  a 
step  from  that  to  Asians  and 
Africans  ministering  to  white 
American  churches.  On  a  world 
scale,  possibilities  are  many:  In¬ 
dian  missionaries  in  Laos,  Chi¬ 
nese  missionaries  in  Sierra  Leone, 
Bolivians  in  the  Philippines  .  .  . 

Several  years  ago  there  was 
loud  vocal  protest  against  many 
of  the  policies  of  the  Board.  To¬ 
day,  according  to  Joe  Walker, 
Advance  staff  people  report  that 
they  more  often  must  cope  with 
apathy.  But  listening  to  him,  there 
is  little  to  be  apathetic  about. 
He  is  excited  by  the  possibilities 
of  mutual  giving  and  receiving 
in  a  pluralistic  church,  where  the 
inspiration  and  growth  of  mis¬ 
sion  projects  in  countries  like 
Liberia  are  shared  with  U.S. 
Christians,  where  Liberians  con¬ 
tribute  “the  insights  of  their  own 
culture  and  faith,  their  Christian 
witness  and  accomplishments  to 
the  whole  church.” 

The  Advance,  Joe  Walker 
maintains,  includes  everything 
from  medical  aid  to  African  liber¬ 
ation  movements  to  the  most  tra¬ 
ditional  evangelical  ministries. 
Like  the  church  of  which  it  is 
part,  it  is  multivarious,  and  there 
is  something  for  everyone.  To 
him  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  the  most  pluralistic  in 
the  nation,  and  it  derives  much 
of  its  strength  from  its  diversity. 
In  mutual  giving  and  receiving, 
in  intercommunality,  the  church 
will  grow.  “If  people  can  accept 
the  fact  that  they  have  much  to 
receive  as  well  as  to  give,  if  they 
can  see  that,  something  new  will 
begin  in  the  church.” 

t 


World  Catholic 
and  Methodist 
leaders  meet 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Not  “foot¬ 
noted  papers  for  growing  archives”  but 
stimulation  of  “Methodists  and  Catho¬ 
lics,  clergy  and  laity,  to  common  ac¬ 
tion”  is  a  goal  of  a  group  of  Roman 
Catholic  and  Methodist  leaders  who 
have  begun  meeting  on  the  world 
level. 

The  group  said  common  action  is 
sought  so  “the  world  which  is  starving 
for  lack  of  any  news  of  hope  may  not, 
through  our  unnecessary  divisions,  be 
prevented  from  receiving  the  food  of 
the  Gospel.”  The  group  also  noted  that 
traditional  Catholic  and  Methodist 
spirituality,  which  they  said  have  “un¬ 
expected  points  of  resemblance,” 
should  be  related  to  “new  styles  of 
spirituality  and  to  the  authentic  as¬ 
pects  of  growing  Pentecostalism  and 
charismatic  movements.” 

Meeting  in  Rome  December  10-14 
was  the  newly-comprised  Joint  Com¬ 
mission  between  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  Co  -  chairmen  are  United 
Methodist  Bishop  William  Cannon  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  Catholic  Bishop 
Michael  Bowen  of  Brighton,  England. 
This  Commission  continues  the  work 
of  another  group. 

Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr.,  Prince¬ 
ton,  N.J.,  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  said  the  meeting  was  “historic, 
productive  and  full  of  promise  for  the 
work  of  the  Joint  Commission.” 

A  news  release  and  report  on  the 
Commission’s  first  meeting  was  issued 
by  the  high-level  group  in  Rome  De¬ 
cember  14.  It  follows: 


ROME  —  “What  are  Methodists 
and  Catholics  doing  together,  and 
what  more  should  they  do  together?” 
asked  the  newly-comprised  Joint  Com¬ 
mission  between  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  the  World  Methodist 
Council  when  it  met  in  Rome  Decem¬ 
ber  10-14  for  its  first  meeting. 

This  10-man  Commission  continues 
the  official,  international  dialogue 
which  was  begun  in  1967  by  another 
group.  The  former  group  completed  a 
report,  explored  what  the  two  Chris¬ 
tian  communities  have  in  common, 
and  the  chief  problems  which  separate 
and  hinder  unity.  Already  initial  stud¬ 
ies  have  begun  on  the  Christian  home 
and  family  life,  Christianity  and  the 
contemporary  world,  the  ministry  and 
the  eucharist,  spirituality  and  authority 
in  the  church. 

The  new  Commission  continues  this 
work  as  it  promotes,  organizes  and 
reviews  the  various  ecumenical  study 
and  action  programs  between  the 
Methodist  and  Catholic  Churches  in 
all  six  continents. 

Of  special  concern  during  the  next 
phase  of  dialogue  is  a  reflection  on  the 
relation  of  Christianity  and  other  faiths 
and  ideologies,  as  well  as  to  current 
secular  anxieties  and  aspirations,  which 
should  enrich  the  idea  and  practice  of 
Christian  mission. 

“The  old  debate  about  the  seat  of 
authority  in  religion  and  the  relation 
of  authority,”  claimed  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mission,  “must  be  related  to  the  qu«- 
tion  of  actual  leadership.  Those  claihi-' 


ing  to  exercise  authority  are  often 
ignored  when  they  do  not  seem  to  exer¬ 
cise  leadership,  while  unofficial  lead¬ 
ers  in  religious  concerns  are  widely 
tollowed.  How  authority  and  leader¬ 
ship  are  to  coincide  is  an  urgent  issue 
for  practical  common  reflection.” 

As  for  religious  traditions,  the 
group  has  seen  how  traditional  Roman 
Catholic  spirituality  and  traditional 


Methodist  spirituality  have  “unexpect¬ 
ed  points  of  resemblance.”  But  in  fur¬ 
ther  exploration,  they  both  must  be 
related  to  “new  styles  of  spirituality 
and  to  the  authentic  aspects  of  grow¬ 
ing  Pentecostalism  and  charismatic 
movements.” 

In  all  its  work  requiring  so  much 
time  and  energy,  the  group  concluded, 
“it  does  not  want  to  accumulate  foot¬ 


noted  papers  for  growing  archives,  but 
to  stimulate  Methodists  and  Catholics, 
clergy  and  laity,  to  common  action  so 
that  the  world  which  is  starving  for 
lack  of  any  news  of  hope  may  not, 
through  our  unnecessary  divisions,  be 
prevented  from  receiving  the  food  of 
the  Gospel.” 

The  co-chairmen  of  the  Commis- 
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If  any  single  word  could  character¬ 
ize  the  United  Methodist  Church  dur¬ 
ing  1972,  it  would  be  “restructuring.” 
And  the  new  processes  set  in  motion 
during  the  year  caused  waves  and  rip¬ 
ples  expected  to  last  much  longer. 

The  restructuring  affected  such 
areas  as: 

*  Race,  with  elimination  of  the  last 
all-black  conference  voted,  to  take  ef¬ 
fect  in  1973. 

*  Race  also  with  a  brand  new  mix 
of  ethnic  representation  on  all  church 
agencies. 

*  Church-wide  boards,  where  the 
newly  mandated  conglomerations  are 
still  trying  to  sort  out  functions,  lo¬ 
cations  and  staffs. 

*  Boards,  with  a  majority  of  “new 
voices”  still  finding  their  way  around 
but  seldom  hesitant  to  raise  questions. 

*  Policy  positions,  with  a  new  setting 
for  the  church’s  doctrinal  statements 
and  a  complete  revision  of  the  “social 
creed.” 

The  annual  conference  de-segrega¬ 
tion  decreed  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  missed  completion  in  1972,  but 
its  consummation  by  the  mid- 197  3 
deadline  was  assured  by  the  November 
votes  in  Mississippi’s  two  white  con¬ 
ferences  for  merger  plans  with  the  co¬ 
terminous  black  conferences.  Earlier 
in  the  year,  mergers  had  taken  place 
in  South  Carolina,  South  Georgia,  Ala¬ 
bama  and  West  IHorida,  Arkansas  and 
Oklahoma.  This  meant,  above  the  local 
church  level,  a  virtual  end  to  the  ra¬ 
cial  segregation  which  has  existed  in 
the  church  for  over  a  century,  in  vari¬ 
ous  forms. 

Minorities  Gain  Votes 

For  the  first  time,  various  nationali¬ 
ties  and  tribes  among  the  Hispanic, 
Asian,  Indian  and  black  ethnic  minori¬ 
ties  found  themselves  represented  on 
every  church-wide  agency.  This  af¬ 
forded  greatly  increased  acquaintance 
not  only  across  ethnic  lines  but  across 
lines  within  ethnic  groups  scattered 
across  the  nation. 

At  the  same  time,  as  another  result 
of  General  Conference,  both  women 
and  youth  expanded  their  member¬ 
ship  on  decision-making  units.  Action 
was  completed  to  remove  the  2-year 
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minimum  age  for  lay  members  of  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  to  assure  two 
young  voting  representatives  there  from 
each  district  (a  total  of  more  than 
1,000). 

Women  not  only  gained  their  own 
“status  and  role”  commission  but  were 
granted  one-third  representation  on 
most  agencies,  giving  lay  persons  gen¬ 
erally  a  two-to-one  edge.  This  in¬ 
cluded  places  on  the  formerly  all-male 
boards  dealing  with  publications,  chap¬ 
lains  and  pensions.  They  also  launched 
the  new  church-wide  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women,  combining  the  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild. 

Recommendations  from  the  four- 
year  study  of  board  structure  were 
embatded  at  nearly  every  point  during 
General  Conference  but  emerged  with 
few  major  upsets.  Biggest  move  was 
the  combining  of  nine  national  pro¬ 
gram  agencies  into  four  boards — Dis- 
cipleship,  Global  Ministries,  Church 
and  Society,  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry — and  a  further  step  in  pro¬ 
gram  coordination,  in  the  Council  on 
Ministries.  Three  communications 
groups  also  were  merged. 

While  the  extent  of  changes  for 
these  agencies  ranged  from  minimal 
to  massive,  all  spent  the  last  half  of 
the  year  sorting  out  the  pieces  and 
were  bound  to  spend  more  time  in  that 
process  in  1973.  Discipleship,  for  in¬ 
stance,  includes  the  former  Board  of 
Evangelism  (Nashville)  and  the  Board 
of  Laity  (from  Evanston),  two  divi¬ 
sions  of  the  former  Board  of  Education 
(Nashville)  and  the  former  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Worship  (no  headquarters  or 
staff). 

This  and  most  other  boards  took 
only  interim  actions  regarding  staff, 
until  they  can  evaluate  the  steps 
needed  for  coordinating  their  puzzles. 
Top  executives  of  two  boards  remain 
to  be  picked.  The  task  also  involves 
five  headquarters  cities,  and  a  study  of 
national  agency  space  needs  was  set 
in  motion, 

Ne<^ytes  Numerous 

In  succession  to  an  earlier  Coordi¬ 
nating  Council  and  then  a  Program 
Council,  the  new  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  is  to  serve  a  pro¬ 
gram  coordination  and  planning  func¬ 
tion.  As  1972  ended,  the  Judicial 
Council  had  ruled  that  some  of  the 
powers  granted  GCOM  by  the  General 
Conference  were  unconstitutional,  and 
the  question  of  whether  and  how  much 
this  impaired  GCOM  functions  was  as 
yet  unanswered. 

Those  “new  voices”  were  coming 
not  only  from  ethnic  groups  and  wom¬ 
en  and  youth,  but  also  at  times  from 
white  and  middle-aged  and  ministers 
who  were  new  to  board  positions.  The 
change,  probably  unprecedented,  was 
exemplified  by  one  agency  only  10  of 
whose  80  members  had  served  on  the 
same  board  previously. 

As  the  boards  organized  during  the 
fall,  attendance  and  participation  ran 
high.  Many  of  the  “new  people”  were 
taking  sharp  looks  at  what  had  been 
done  before  and  what  was  being  pro¬ 


posed,  refusing  to  take  anything  for 
granted.  A  number  of  old-timers  were 
heard  to  say  that  they’d  “wait  and  see” 
whether  the  “new  broom  sweeps  clean” 
spirit  would  endure. 

Several  annual  conferences  also  re¬ 
structured  themselves  this  year,  as  did 
the  two  jurisdictions  which  have  ex¬ 
tensive  organizations  —  Southeastern 
and  South  Central. 

Denominational  stances  on  doctrine 
and  social  beliefs  also  were  focal  points 
of  General  Conference  debate  in  April. 
The  Social  Principles  replace  regularly 
revised  statements  dating  back  to  1908 
and  for  the  first  time  embody  a  “social 
creed”  suitable  for  use  in  worship.  The 
doctrinal  statement,  adopted  over¬ 
whelmingly,  did  not  replace  or  revise 
traditional  beliefs  but  set  up  guidelines 
of  Scripture,  Christian  tradition,  ex¬ 
perience  and  reason  in  order  to  help 
church  members  understand  their  be¬ 
liefs  and  to  apply  them  in  living. 

Funds  Show  Concern 

Other  highlights  included  exceeding 
the  $13  million  mark  in  contributions 
to  the  quadrennial  Fund  for  Recon¬ 
ciliation  and  passing  the  1,000  mark 
in  volunteers  on  special  projects  under 
the  fund.  Tragedies  in  Bangladesh 
bought  offerings  of  more  than  $1.4 
million,  and  devastating  U.  S.  floods 
led  to  offerings  of  more  than  $1.2  mil¬ 
lion  for  relief  of  suffering. 

Ecumenically,  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  reaffirmed  United  Methodist  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  World  and  National 
Councils  of  Churches  and  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union;  approved 
initiation  of  dialogue  with  Jewish  com¬ 
munities  and  supported  the  inter-faith 
evangelistic  effort  of  “Key  ’73.” 

The  UM  Publishing  House’s  Cokes- 


bury  stores  became  the  retail  outlets 
for  United  Presbyterian  and  United 
Church  of  Christ  materials  as  well. 
The  UM  engage  and  UCC  social  action 
magazines  merged  at  year’s  end. 

The  church  also  selected  19  new 
bishops,  out  of  45  active  in  the  U.  S., 
and  assigned  10  others  to  new  geo¬ 
graphic  areas,  the  greatest  shift  of 
leadership  in  more  than  a  decade. 
Three  new  bishops  were  elected  in 
Africa  and  India. 

Total  membership  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  dropped  to  10,334,521,  contin¬ 
uing  a  trend  that  began  in  1966. 
t 
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sion  are  Methodist  Bishop  William 
Cannon  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  Catholic 
Bishop  Michael  Bowen,  Brighton, 
England.  The  other  members  are: 

Methodist — Bishop  Prince  A.  Tay¬ 
lor,  Jr.,  Princeton,  N.J.;  Bishop  Franz 
W.  Schafer,  Zurich,  Switzerland;  the 
Rev.  A.  Raymond  George,  Bristol, 
England,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lee  F.  Tuttle, 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

Catholic  —  the  Rev.  Thomas  F. 
Stransky,  C.S.T.,  Scarsdale,  N.Y.,  the 
Rev.  Michael  Hurley,  S.J.,  Dublin, 
Ireland;  the  Rev.  Jerome  Hamer,  O.P., 
Secretariat  for  Promoting  Christian 
Unity,  Vatican  City;  the  Rev.  William 
A.  Purdy,  Secretariat  for  Promoting 
Christian  Unity,  Vatican  City. 

t 


AT  RIGHT:  Bishop  Alsie  H.  Corleton,  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  second  from 
left  above,  has  been  named  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Pensions  for  the  1973-76  quodrennium.  Other  officers  are  Mrs.  Betty  L. 
Nusbaum,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  secretary,  and  J.  V/esley  Hole,  San  Clemente, 
Calif.,  vice-president.  The  Rev.  Claire  C.  Hoyt,  left,  was  re-elected 
general  secretary  of  the  board  at  its  organizational  meeting.  (UMI  photo) 
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Offi  cials  of  three  American  church  relief  agencies  and  the 
Sudanese  ambassador  inspect  heavy-duty  equipment,  part 
of  $400,000  worth  of  supplies  recently  shipped  to  the  Sudan 
from  a  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  pier.  The  joint  ecumenical  aid  pro¬ 
gram  conducted  by  Catholic  Relief  Services,  Church  World 
Service,  and  Lutheran  World  Service,  calls  for  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  26,000  tons  of  U.S.  government-donated  foods,  and 
financial  and  material  assistance  for  various  relief  and  re¬ 
habilitation  programs  throughout  the  southern  region  of  the 
Sudan.  The  heavy-duty  machinery  will  be  used  for  construct¬ 
ing  warehouses,  and  transporting  aid  commodities  over  harsh 
jungle  terrain  and  waterways  to  reach  the  needy  of  southern 
Sudan,  many  of  whom  are  victims  of  the  10-year  civil  war 
which  recently  came  to  an  end.  (RNS  photo) 


Sudanese  need  outside  help 
as  refugees  face  resettlement  problems 


JUBA,  Sudan  (RNS)  —  The  trickle 
of  refugees  returning  home  to  the 
southern  Sudan  is  slowly  increasing  as 
conditions  inside  the  region  improve. 

According  to  the  U.N.  High  Com¬ 
missioner  for  Refugees,  more  than 
30,000  persons  have  returned  from 
neighboring  countries,  while  more  than 
200,000  displaced  south  Sudanese 
have  come  out  of  hiding  in  the  bush. 

Peace  has  become  part  of  the  normal 
pattern  of  life  for  the  first  time  in  17 
years.  Following  an  agreement  reached 
in  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia,  in  March 
1972,  between  the  Sundan  government 
in  Khartoum  and  Anya-Nya  forces  in 
the  south,  reconciliation  has  moved 
head.  (The  All  Africa  Conference  of 
Churches  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  were  instrumental  in  bring¬ 
ing  about  the  peace  agreement.) 

Former  Anya-Nya  troops  have  been 
integrated  into  the  Sudanese  army  and 
former  exiled  political  leaders  have 
taken  their  place  in  the  regional  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  south.  But  urgent  prob¬ 
lems  of  resettlement  and  planning  for 
the  long-term  future  of  the  country 
persist. 

Sudan  is  the  largest  country  on  the 
African  continent.  It  covers  an  area  of 
about  a  million  square  miles.  A  popu¬ 
lation  of  15  million  depends  largely  on 
the  sale  of  cotton,  and  the  annual  per 
capita  income  rarely  rises  above  an 
average  of  $120. 

The  southern  region  has  no  natural 
resources,  no  paved  roads,  bad  com¬ 
munications  and  little  in  the  way  of 
basic  infrastructure.  Years  of  war  have 
left  a  legacy  of  destruction.  Houses 
have  been  obliterated,  schools  burned, 
and  hospitals  and  modern  medical  fac¬ 
ilities  are  almost  non-existent, 

Clement  Mboro,  head  of  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  resettlement  commission,  de¬ 
scribes  the  south  Sudan  as  “back  in  the 
Stone  Age,” 
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Yet  the  land  of  the  “forgotten  war” 

—  that  raged  for  nearly  two  decades 
without  much  interest  from  the  outside 

—  is  in  danger  of  becoming  the  land 
of  the  forgotten  peace,  and  the  forgot¬ 
ten  relief  and  rehabilitation  program. 

Few  governments  and  relief  agencies 
have  come  forward  with  substantial 
help  to  aid  the  region  in  picking  up  the 
pieces. 

The  U.N.  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees  has  started  repatriation  and 
plans  efforts  in  health,  agriculture  and 
education.  The  government  is  doing 
what  it  can  with  inadequate  resources 
and  a  lack  of  trained  personnel.  The 
struggle  is  up-hill,  with  emergency 
needs  missing  except  in  a  few  isolated 
places.  South  Sudan  is  really  faced 
with  the  problem  of  how  to  develop 
itself  from  scratch. 

The  greatest  resource  is  the  people. 
Through  17  years  of  war  they  showed 
remarkable  self-reliance  and  dignity. 
Bush  schools  and  medical  centers 
flourished  with  hardly  any  outside  help. 

In  uniting  Protestant,  Orthodox  and 
Roman  Catholic  Churches,  the  Sudan 
Council  of  Churches  is  trying  to  utilize 
the  resources  of  the  people  in  an  ambi¬ 
tious  $2  million  program  to  restore 
community  facilities. 

With  the  help  of  Churches  around 
the  world,  through  the  World  Council, 
the  Sudan  council’s  Commission  on 
Relief  and  Rehabilitation  has  drawn 
up  a  five-point  plan  of  relief,  recon¬ 
struction,  support  for  the  new  regional 
government,  training  of  Sudanese  and 
recruitment  of  foreign  personnal. 

Food,  clothing,  blankets,  medi¬ 
cines,  seeds  and  tools  valued  at 
more  than  $400,000  have  been 
rushed  to  the  Sudan.  Church  World 
Service,  Catholic  Relief  Services 
and  Lutheran  World  Relief,  Ameri¬ 
can  agencies,  are  cooperating  in  a 
food  program  of  300,000  returning 


Some  of  the  participants  in  Lay  Witness  Mission  held  at  Belle 
Chasse  Community  United  Methodist  Church,  Dec.  1-3  shown  with 
Joe  Solomon,  who  served  as  coordinator.  A  group  of  youth  from 
the  Luling  Church  presented  their  witness  in  song.  The  Rev. 
Arthur  M.  Baker  is  pastor. 


refugees. 

Now  attention  is  turning  to  reconr 
struction  of  hospitals,  schools  and  com¬ 
munity  buildings.  A  key  feature  in  the 
reconstruction  is  the  development  of 
nine  “growth  villages,”  which  the  gov¬ 
ernment  hopes  will  attract  returnees. 
Churches  are  restoring  communal  faci¬ 
lities  and  giving  aid  in  such  areas  as 
agricultural  extension,  and  vocational 
training. 

Bethuel  Kiplagat,  the  young,  and  en¬ 
ergetic  Kenyan  who  directs  the  relief 
and  rehabilitation  work  of  the  Sudan 
Council  of  Churches,  says  his  commis¬ 
sion  “will  stay  cl^se  to  the  villages  to 
enable  the  people  to  participate  further 
in  the  development  process.” 

He  is  confident  the  Churches  have 
a  great  deal  to  offer  to  the  Sudan  as  it 
faces  the  future. 

A  secretarial  training  school,  mobile 
medical  teams,  mechanical  transport 
and  well  digging  are  other  aspects  of 
the  Churches  program.  However,  the 


nature  of  the  country,  the  problems 
with  supplies  and  transportation  makes 
the  work  slow  and  difficult. 

The  church  efforts,  welcome  as  they 
are  to  the  government,  can  only  meet 
a  few  of  Ae  vast  needs  of  southern 
Sudan.  A  crucial  question  is  whether 
the  international  community  will  re¬ 
spond  in  the  same  generous  way  as  it 
did  in  Bangladesh.  Or  will  the  Sudan 
fight  on  alone  in  peace? 
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ENJOY  SWEET  ONIONS!!! 

NEW  BLUE  RIBBON  ASSORTMENT  - 
600  SWEET  ONION  PLANTS  WITH  FREE 
PLANTING  GUIDE  $4.80  POSTPAID. 
TEXAS  ONION  PLANT  COMPANY 
“home  of  the  sweet  onion" 
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TEXAS  75031. 
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The  float  shown  above,  a  creation  of  the  members  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  University,  Ruston,  was  the  second 
place  winner  in  the  Religious  Division  for  homecoming  displays. 
Some  of  the  students  who  worked  on  the  display  which  followed  the 
theme  “Tip  Their  Canoe  and  Tie  ’E.  M.  (Eastern  Michigan)  Too," 
are  (left  to  right)  Andy  Henry,  Pat  Culligan,  Pam  Setliff,  Debbie 
Gowins,  Charles  Jennings,  and  Ken  Braud.  The  Rev.  William  M. 
Stokes,  Jr.,  is  the  director  of  Wesley  Foundation  at  Tech. 
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First  and  second  grade  children  at  Henning  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Sulphur  sing  “The  Drummer 
Boy”  at  Christmas  Family  Night  program.  Three  spe¬ 
cial  numbers  were  rendered  by  the  Youth  Choir  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  L.  Ray  Branton,  wife  of  the  pas- 


The  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Lake  Arthur  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  turns  on  lights  at 
close  of  Memorial  Christmas  Tree 
Consecration  ceremony.  The 
project  was  sponsored  by  the 
Bernice  Stewart  Bible  Class. 


Recently  elected  officers  and 
counselor  of  the  reorganized 
UMYF  at  Fairview  United  Meth¬ 
odist.  Church  The  Rev.  Frank 
C.  Lankford  is  pastor. 


Winning  the  first  place  prize  of  $200  in  the  Christmas  parade  at 
Ruston,  was  this  float  designed  by  the  youth  of  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church.  Sponsored  by  the  Lewis  Co.  of  Ruston,  the  float 
depicted  on  Earth  with  youth  from  several  countries  singing,  “I 
want  to  Teach  the  World  to  Sing.”  The  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.  is 
pastor. 


Presenting  a  Christmas  pageant  entitled  “The  Blue  Overalls  Angel” 
at  Opelousas  United  Methodist  Church  was  this  cast  of  young  folk, 
members  of  the  senior  high  UMYF.  The  production  was  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mrs.  Walter  Aymond,  counselor.  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is 
minister.  -J- 


Scene  from  recent  Christmas  fellowship  supper  held  at 
Grand  Isle  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  Vernon 
Fairley  is  pastor  of  the  Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 
Charge.  -j- 


The  youth  of  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  Clinton  photo¬ 
graphed  during  recent  Youth  Sunday  observance.  The  speaker  for 
the  occasion  was  Emile  Ennis,  son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  D. 
Ennis,  pastor.  Young  Ennis,  who  plans  to  enter  the  ministry,  spoke 
on  the  subject,  “Living  a  Thankful  Life.”  He  is  an  active  member 
of  Mt.  Zion  Church  in  New  Orleans.  Youth  Sunday  will  be  observed 
at  the  Clinton  church  each  third  Sunday  of  the  month. 
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*  Howard  L.  Daughenbaugh  Memorial 
Scholarship  Day,  Sunday,  Jan.  14 


•  Centenary  College  to 
award  30  scholarships 


Laity  Board  requests  help  for  Interested  high  school  seniors 

Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Fund  should  apply  now  for  scholarship  aid 


Sunday,  Jan.  14  has  been  designat¬ 
ed  as  Howard  L.  Daughenbaugh  Me¬ 
morial  Scholarship  Day  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  This  program 
is  sponsored  by  the  Conference  Board 
of  the  Laity,  Its  purpose  is  to  raise 
money  to  provide  scholarships  for  de¬ 
serving  young  women  who  wish  to  pur¬ 
sue  training  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  for  careers  in  some  area  of 
Christian  service. 

Each  of  the  10  Districts  within  the 


CIRCULATION  CAMPAIGN 

We  would  remind  all  of  our 
readers  of  the  1973  Circulation 
Campaign  for  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  during  the  week 
of  Jan.  14-21,  the  period  author¬ 
ized  by  the  annual  conference. 
The  first  printed  report  on  the 
results  will  appear  in  the  issue  of 
February  1.  It  will  contain  all 
reports  received  in  our  office  by 
Friday,  January  26.  We  hope 
that  all  of  you  will  send  us  a 
report  of  the  progress  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  in  your  church  in  time  for 
the  first  report.  A.A.K. 


Interdenominational 
Lay  Witness  Mission 
planned  for  June 

A  “Statewide  Lay  Witness  Mission” 
was  held  in  the  Rapides  Coliseum  in 
Alexandria  this  past  June  and  was  so 
successful,  that  plans  have  been  set 
for  a  second  event  of  this  nature  on  the 
weekend  of  June  15-16,  1973  in  the 
same  spot. 

This  year  the  event  is  named  “LAY 
WITNESS  RALLY  ’73.”  The  program 
will  follow  a  regular  Lay  Witness  Mis¬ 
sion  of  the  kind  that  has  become  so 
popular  recently  both  nationwide  and 
overseas.  Hymn  singing,  inspirational 
talks,  prayer  and  discussion  groups, 
and  individual  witnessing  will  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  two-day  pro¬ 
gram. 

This  is  an  interdenominational,  ecu¬ 
menical  event.  Everyone  who  has  been 
to  a  Lay  Witness  Mission  or  who  is 
interested  in  one,  or  just  any  person 
who  feels  the  need  for  a  closer  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ  is  invited  to 
come.  No  costs  are  involved  except  for 
food  and  housing. 

The  program  will  get  underway  late 
in  the  afternoon  on  Friday,  June  15 
and  will  continue  through  Saturday 
evening.  Last  year  the  event  was  sched¬ 
uled  Saturday  and  Sunday,  but  it  was 
felt  that  those  attending  would  wish  to 
visit  their  own  churches  on  Sunday, 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


Louisiana  Conference  is  asked  to  raise 
$300  a  year  towards  the  Daughenbaugh 
Scholarship  Fund.  At  the  present  time 
four  young  women  are  attending  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  with  assistance  from  the 
fund.  The  future  of  the  program  is  in 
jeopardy,  unless  the  districts  can  raise 
more  money,  according  to  a  Board  of 
Laity  NEWSLETTER  which  has  gone 
out  over  the  conference. 

Next  Sunday,  pastors  and  concerned 
laymen  will  present  the  need,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  Church  School  classes. 
United  Methodist  Men’s  groups.  Wom¬ 
en’s  Societies,  youth  groups  and  in¬ 
dividuals  will  respond  with  contribu¬ 
tions  to  meet  this  continuing  need. 

The  program  was  originated  21 
years  ago  by  the  late  Howard  L. 
Daughenbaugh  of  New  Orleans,  who 
was  at  that  time  conference  lay  leader. 

Plans  are  underway  to  include  Dil¬ 
lard  University  in  New  Orleans  in  the 
Scholarship  program.  However,  at  pres¬ 
ent  the  program  applies  only  to  Cen¬ 
tenary  students. 

Lay  Witness  Mission 
to  Mexico  cancelled 

A  Lay  Witness  Mission  planned  for 
the  weekend  of  February  16-18,  1973 
in  Mexico  City  and  Monterrey,  Mex. 
to  Mexican  Methodist  churches  in 
those  cities,  has  been  cancelled,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Hubert  Blanchard,  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  coordinator  ’  of  the 
project. 

Difficulties  relating  to  the  great 
distances  involved  and  the  language 
barrier  were  some  of  the  reasons  given. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  event  will  be  re¬ 
scheduled  for  later  in  the  year,  per¬ 
haps  in  the  summer. 

Blanchard,  John  Tubb,  and  Cecil 
Bland  of  Louisiana  travelled  to  Mex¬ 
ico  City  in  October,  1972  to  plan  the 
program.  Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz,  Bis¬ 
hop  of  the  Mexican  Methodist  Church 
was  most  cooperative  in  working  with 
this  group.  Following  the  visit  the 
tentative  dates  of  Feb.  16,  17,  18  were 
set. 

Blanchard,  of  Sulphur,  had  originally 
worked  on  the  program  which  was  in¬ 
spired  by  a  vacation  visit  with  Bishop 
Ruiz  and  some  of  the  churches  in 
Mexico  this  past  summer.  Working 
with  lay  people  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  the  Rio  Grande  Con¬ 
ference,  plans  were  made  which  would 
involve  more  than  100  lay  witnesses 
from  the  two  areas. 

Since  both  the  local  churches  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Mission  and  those  per¬ 
sons  traveling  to  take  part  in  the  event 
require  several  months  of  preparation 
time,  it  was  felt  that  the  February  date 
was  too  close  and  consequently  it  was 
cancelled. 


A  total  of  30  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Scholarships  to  Centenary 
College  will  be  awarded  by  President 
John  H.  Allen  to  deserving  young 
United  Methodist  students  for  the 
1973-74  academic  year. 

Three  scholarships,  each  valued  at 
$700  annually,  will  be  awarded  to 
each  of  the  ten  Districts  in  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Annual  Conference,  according 
to  Dr.  Allen.  The  scholarships  are  re¬ 
newable  if  the  student  maintains  a 
cumulative  college  grade  point  average 
of  2.0  (C). 

To  be  eligible  to  apply  for  the  schol¬ 
arship  a  student  must  be  an  entering 
freshman  who  plans  to  enroll  as  a  full 
time  student,  a  confirmed  member  of 
a  United  Methodist  Church  within  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  have  a 
3.0  (B)  high  school  average  in  college 
preparatory  subjects,  and  must  have  a 
composite  score  of  at  least  24  on  the 
ACT  test  or  1050  on  the  SAT  test. 

To  apply  for  the  scholarship  a  stu¬ 
dent  must  request  admission  to  the 


College  by  filing  a  completed  appli¬ 
cation  form,  a  high  school  transcript, 
either  an  ACT  or  SAT  test  score,  and 
a  $10  application  fee.  At  the  time  the 
application  is  filed,  the  student  should 
request  application  for  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  scholarship.  No  stu¬ 
dent  will  be  considered  for  the  scholar¬ 
ship  unless  he  specifically  applies  for 
the  scholarship. 

The  applicant  is  not  required  to 
demonstrate  financial  need  as  a  prere¬ 
quisite  for  the  scholarship  since  they 
are  awarded  for  academic  merit.  An 
applicant  is,  however,  encouraged  to 
file  a  Parent’s  Confidential  Statement 
if  there  is  any  possibility  that  aid  be¬ 
yond  the  scholarship  will  be  needed 
or  if  the  applicant  wishes  to  apply  for 
a  federally  guaranteed  loan. 

President  Allen  urges  all  United 
Methodist  high  school  seniors  who 
will  be  entering  college  next  fall  to 
apply  for  the  scholarships. 
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Dear  Louisiana  Methodists: 

United  Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief  (UMCOR)  is 
appealing  for  a  large  sum  of  money  to  help  with  the  difficult  task  of 
rehabilitation  in  Managua,  Nicaragua.  Church  World  Service,  the 
interdenominational  agency  managing  the  investigation  and  acting  on 
behalf  of  UMCOR,  is  asking  for  $500,  000.  Supplies  collected  by 
Methodists  are  being  airlifted  from  Houston,  Texas . 

A  number  of  Methodist  doctors  and  nurses  have  volunteered 
through  UMCOR.  Many  of  the  foreign  government  medical  teams  will 
be  withdrawn  from  the  disaster  area  in  a  few  weeks,  and  then  agencies 
such  as  our  own  UMCOR  will  be  more  desperately  needed  to  provide 
material  aid  and  personnel  in  the  more  difficult  task  of  long-range  re¬ 
habilitation.  Support  UMCOR. 

Funds  should  be  sent  to  the  office  of: 

Dr.  Bryan  Brawner 

Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
1200  Davis  Street 
Evanston,  Illinois  60201 

These  funds  should  be  clearly  marked  for  UMCOR  NICARAGUA 
EARTHQUAKE  RELIEF .  - - 


The  Wesley  Foundation  campus  ministry 

at  McNeese  State 


The  fifth  in  a  series  of  articles  de¬ 
scribing  campus  ministries  within 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 


by  Bob  Townsend 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  McNeese 
State  University  is  the  Church’s  en¬ 
deavor  to  provide  a  total  ministry  to 
the  academic  community  in  Lake 
Charles.  By  “total  ministry,”  we  mean 
an  attempt  to  provide  something  of 
interest,  of  value,' To"  the  whole  person 
—  body,  mind,  ah'd'’spirit  —  of  each 
member  of  the  immunity.  The  min¬ 
istry  here  involves  program  (worship, 
study,  fun,  food,  and  fellowship);  pas¬ 
toral  care  (by  the  minister,  and  often 
by  students  ministerihg  to  their  fellow 
students);  and  a^bdildihg  (a  base  of 
operations,  and^Tof  lack  of  a  better 
term,  a  “home  away'ffbm  home”). 

Both  the  type  aind  the  degree  of  in¬ 
volvement  by  the  students  is  varied. 
For  some,  Wesley  is  .a  place  to  be 
served.  To  these  people,  Wesley  is  a' 
social  organization  where  they  can 
come  to  find  fun  and  fellowship.  To 
others,  Wesley  is  a  place  where  they 
can  come  periodically  to  play  games 
or  watch  T7V.;  a  place  to  unwind  and 
relax  after  or  between  classes. 

Another  group  of  students  find  in 
the  Wesley  Foundation  an  opportunity 
for  service  to  others;  Wesley  is  for 
these  people  an  opportunity  for  growth 
on  both  a  mental  and  spiritual  level, 
and  for  service  to  the  world.  These 
students  have  volunteered  for  service 


in  a  local  hospital  as  visitors  to  those 
patients  whom  the  hospital  staff  feels 
are  in  need  of  epmfort  and  cheer,  or 
anything,  for  that  matter,  that  these 
young  people  can  offer.  Others  are 
preparing  to  work  with  the  handi¬ 
capped  in  a  soon-to-be-opened  reha¬ 
bilitation  center  in  Lake  Charles. 

The  weekly  format  of  our  program 
ministry  begins  on  Sunday  evening  with 
a  light  snaek,  followed  by  a  Bible 
study,  and  then  worship.  Our  main  pro¬ 
gram  emphasis  eomes  on  Thursday 
evenings,  beginning  with  a  full  course 
meal,  prepared  by  .the  gracious  ladies 
of  the  various  Women’s  Society  groups 
around  the  district.  A  learning  experi¬ 
ence  follows  in  which  various  topics 
of  interest  are  presented  by  people 
with  some  expertise  in  the  field  of  our 
consideration.  This  presentation  is 
usually  followed  by  a  period  of  ques¬ 
tions  and  answers,  and  a  discussion 
of  the  presentation.  The  evening  is 
closed  out  with  a  chapel  service  during 
which  students  lead  the  worship  ex¬ 
perience  and  present  a  short  medita¬ 
tion. 

The  students  have  recently  begun 
practice  on  a  religious  folk  musical 
play  entitled  “Time  Out,”  which  we 
hope  to  be  able  to  present  at  interested 
churches  in  the  district  on  Sunday 
Evenings. 


Recently  a  group  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  faculty  members  met  at  Wesley 
to  discuss  the  possibilities  of  develop¬ 
ing  some  form  of  group  life  among 
the  faculty.  An  experimental  “Bring 
Your  Own  Sack  Lunch”  luncheon 
meeting  was  held  in  mid-October  for 
the  purpose  of  developing  a  continuing 
group.  The  possibilities  for  this  en¬ 
deavor  are  very  exciting. 

We  also  have  plans  for  a  ministry 
designed  for  the  married  and  graduate 
students  at  McNeese.  In  most  college 
student  work,  the  emphasis  is  laid 
heavily  upon  the.  .unmarried,,  under¬ 
graduate  student.  In  the  pasts  thisihas 
been  the  case  here  at  McNeese  as  well. 
However,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  begin 
in  the  near  future  a  fellowship  which 
can  meet  the  needs  of  the  married  and 
graduate  students. 

My  work  as  director  is  as  varied  as 
the  ministry  here.  One  moment  I  am 
counseling  with  a  student,  and  at 
another  moment  I  am  playing  pool  or 
table  tennis  with  another  student.  One 
day  1  am  a  gardener,  and  the  next  I 
am  leading  a  worship  experience  or 
group  discussion.  My  work,  however, 
has  been  made  much  easier  by  several 
factors;  namely,  the  help  of  the  local 
churches,  and  the  ready  cooperation  of 
the  University  Administration  as  well 
as  the  other  campus  ministers  here. 


The  working  relationship  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  with  each  of  these 
three  groups  of  people  is  far  better 
than  I  thought  possible  when  I  came 
to  Lake  Charles  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 
Just  recently,  in  fact,  there  was  a  re¬ 
ception  for  the  parents  of  incoming 
freshman  students  sponsored  jointly  by 
the  President  of  the  University,  the 
Student  Government,  and  the  campus 
ministers.  It  provided  us  all  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  meet  those  people  most  in¬ 
terested  in  those  with  whom  we  are 
most  interested — the  students. 

Also,  the  campus  ministers  are  now 
thinking  about  starting  a  joint  ministry 
to  some  of  the  social  problems  of  to¬ 
day,  especially  in  the  area  of  problem 
pregnancy.  We  tend  to  see  our  work 
together  as  being  more  a  team  effort 
than  as  competition,  and  the  end  re¬ 
sult  has  been  a  much  more  effective 
ministry  by  all. 

As  one  can  probably  tell  from  this 
article,  our  Wesley  Foundation,  or  any 
such  group,  for  that  matter,  is  many 
things  to  many  people.  But  most  of 
all,  the  Wesley  Foundation  is  a  group 
of  young  people  and  their  minister 
who,  for  at  least  these  moments  of 
their  lives,  are  bonded  together  in  mu¬ 
tual  love,  trust  and  concern,  and  who 
are  finding  and  developing  the  real 
meaning  of  Christian  Community. 


from  page  one 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL  RALLY 


Bumper  stickers  on  display 


SO  it  has  been  planned  this  way. 

Co-Chairmen  for  the  event  are  John 
Tubb  of  Pineville  and  Jack  Dew  of 
West  Monroe.  Bumper  stickers  bear¬ 
ing  the  name  of  “LAY  WITNESS 
RALLY  ’73”  are  being  distributed 
over  Louisiana  to  help  promote  the 
program. 

More  information  including  the 
speakers  will  be  publicized  in  the  near 
future. 
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TAKE  4  BOOKS  FOR  98i 
Special  “Joining  offer"  Christian  Her¬ 
ald  Family  Bookshelf.  Only  wholesome 
books;  religious  reference,  biographies, 
nature,  fiction,  etc.  Free  information, 
CH  Family  Bookshelf,  Box  B,27  E.  39th 
St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10016. 


Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  recipients  plan  Christian  careers 


by  Cecil  Bland 

This  past  school  year,  five  young 
ladies  attended  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  Methodism’s 
higher  institute  of  education,  on  the 
Howard  L.  Daughenbaugh  Memorial 
Scholarship  program.  These  girls  were: 
Mary  Theresa  McConnell,  Linda  Marie 
Miller,  Shirley  Beth  Miller,  Debra  Cox 
and  Deborah  Diane  Deane. 

Miss  McConnell  of  Springhill,  and 
Linda  Miller  of  New  Orleans  both 
graduated.  Deborah  Deane  of  Alex¬ 
andria  has  left  the  college,  and  Shirley 
Miller  of  New  Orleans  and  Debra  Cox 
of  Alexandria  are  still  in  school.  Miss 
Miller  is  a  junior  and  Miss  Cox  a 
senior. 

These  young  ladies  had  a  large  part 
of  their  tuition  paid  through  the  How¬ 
ard  L.  Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  pro¬ 
gram,  which  was  started  back  in  1952 
as  a  continuing  project  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  (A)  Board  of  the 
Laity.  It  was  felt  then  that  there  were 
several  possible  sources  for  funds  for 
young  men  to  go  to  seminary  on,  but 
very  few  if  any  for  young  women  in¬ 
terested  in  a  career  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation. 

What  are  some  of  the  thoughts  of 
these  young  ladies  as  they  attend  Cen¬ 
tenary  and  make  plans  for  their  future? 
Theresa  McConnell,  a  graduate,  was 
complimentary  to  the  college  on  theii 
“atmosphere  of  educational  emphasis, 
openness  and  sense  of  community.” 
Because  of  these  characteristics,  she 
felt  that  she  had  a  wide  choice  in 
which  to  participate  in  the  area  of 
extra-curricular  activities.  “One  is 
provided  an  opportunity  of  growth  by 
pursuing  education,  knowledge,  and 
truth  in  a  high  quality  institution  under 
the  leadership  of  a  superb  faculty.” 

Her  plans  for  the  future  included 
either  seminary  training  this  school 


year  or  a  year  of  employment  followed 
by  seminary.  She  is  working  towards 
a  youth  educational  ministry. 

Linda  Miller  of  New  Orleans,  who 
also  graduated  this  past  spring,  said 
this:  “During  the  four  years  I  was 
allowed  to  grow  and  to  develop.  My 
ideas  and  thoughts  matured  and  ac¬ 
quired  greater  depth.  I  learned  to  look 
below  the  external  and  superficial,  to 
see  more  objectively,  and  with  greater 
understanding.  This  growth  resulted 
not  only  from  my  classroom  experi¬ 
ence  but  from  real  friendships  with 
faculty  members,  administrators,  and 
fellow  students.  Open  communication 
and  close  relationships  have  helped  me 
find  a  sense  of  belonging,  a  stronger 
self-identity,  and  a  more  definite  set 
of  goals.” 


“Though  I  entered  Centenary  as  a 
religion  major,  I  am  leaving  with  a 
degree  in  sociology.  My  original  goal 
of  Christian  service  to  my  fellow,  man 
has  not  changed.  The  means  by  which 
I  will  achieve  this  goal  has.”  “.  .  .  I 
have  applied  to  and  been  accepted  at 
the  School  of  Social  work  at  Tulane 
University  in  New  Orleans.”  At  Tu¬ 
lane,  I  will  study  for  the  Master  of 
Social  Work  Degree.  Beyond  the  fall 
of  1973,  my  plans  are  tentative.  I  may 
go  directly  to  work  in  a  social  agency. 
I  may  begin  immediately  to  study  to¬ 
ward  a  doctoral  degree  in  Social  Work. 
There  is,  of  course,  the  possibility  of 
marriage  which  would  be  in  addition 
to  the  above.  Whether  salaried  or  not, 
my  goal  remains  the  same:  to  learn 

Please  turn  to  page  12 


LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
Circulation  Campaign 

(As  we  approach  the  week  of  our  LOUISIAN  A  METHODIST 
Circulation  Campaign,  Jan.  14-21,  we  would  like  to  share  with 
all  our  readers  this  letter  which  the  Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard  of 
Boyce,  director  for  the  campaign  in  Alexandria  District,  mhiled 
to  the'  pastors  in  that  district) 

Dear  Bro . 1 _ : 

What  is  that  in  thine  hand?  It  is  a  church  school  teacher  entering 
her  church  on  Sunday  Morning.  She  tells  me  she  needs  all  the  help  she 
can  get  to  teach  her  class.  She  has  her  regular  teacher’s  guide  but  she 
has  something  else  in  her  hand.  It  is  a  copy  of  the  “Louisiana  Methodist.” 

What  is  that  in  thine  hand?  A  pastor  visits  an  aged  shut-in.  His 
presence  is  a  blessing  but  as  he  leaves,  he  gives  this  faithful  member  a 
paper.  She  opens  its  pages  and  reads  news  notes  of  former  pastors  whose 
memory  she  cherishes  and  loves.  It  is  a  copy  of  the  “Louisiana  Methodist.” 

What  is  that  in  thine  hand?  It  is  a  religious  newsletter  from  all  over 
the  world.  It  is  the  program  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  It  is 
everything  to  its  readers  that  your  sermon  is  to  your  hearers.  It  is,  indeed, 
your  assistant  pastor. 

What  is  that  in  thine  hand?  It  is  a  five-dollar  bill.  That  is  the  amount 
that  every  member  of  your  congregation  saves  when  they  take  the  “Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist”  over  the  cost  of  any  other  weekly  paper  or  magazine.  Our 
circulation  campaign  begins  Jan.  14.  Will  you  sincerely  do  your  best  at 
this  time. 
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JANUARY  11,  1973 


by  Dr.  Sam  Nader 


(Pastor,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  and 
former  pastor  of  Noel  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  Louisiana) 


New  Year  —  New  Life 


It’s  here  again — the  New  Year! 

By  universal  agreement,  tacit 
or  attested,  it  is  the  symbol  of  a 
new  Chance,  a  fresh  O^portxmity, 
another  Bri^t  Begiiming. 

Of  course,  if  you  insist,  there’s 
nothing  much  to  it.  It’s  just  an¬ 
other  ordinary  day,  the  same  old 
routine,  a  tedious,  boring,  stale 
continuation  of  a  pathetically 
prosaic  past. 

Work,  responsibilities,  obliga¬ 
tions,  duties,  burdens,  sorrows, 
handicaps,  anxieties,  fears,  frus¬ 
trations,  doubts,  inadequacy,  be¬ 
wilderment,  confusion,  disillu¬ 
sionment,  boredom,  feeble  efforts 
at  having  fim,  inner  emptiness, 
aimlessness,  snarled  in  a  perpet¬ 
ual  struggle  with  the  clutter  and 
bother  of  modem  living — is  this 
the  compound,  the  motley  mix¬ 
ture  of  your  life?  Could  be. 

The  chronic  disorderliness,  the 
breathless  racing  to  keep  up  with 
haphazard  events — some  impor¬ 
tant,  no  doubt,  most  of  them  in¬ 
consequential,  the  pressures,  the 
pushings,  the  compulsions  by 
which  so  many  of  us  are  victim¬ 
ized — such  a  cruel  combination 
can  crush  to  death  all  the  vital 
values  of  a  meaningful  existence. 

But  the  New  Year  can  be  sig¬ 
nificant,  even  revolutionary,  per¬ 
haps — if  you  would  have  it  so. 

Suppose  today,  we  begin  all 
over  again,  seize  the  opportunity, 
take  the  chance  that’s  proffered 
us!  How? 


In  September,  1862,  Abraham 
Lincoln  issued  his  now  world  fa¬ 
mous  Emancipation  Proclama¬ 
tion  and  some  four  million  Negro 
men,  women,  and  children  were 
freed  from  the  bondage  of  slav¬ 
ery.  It  was  a  magnificent  achieve¬ 
ment.  In  all  history  there  are  few, 
if  any,  gestures  more  intensely 
dramatic  than  this. 

We  are  all  aware  that  the  no¬ 
ble  promise  was  never  allowed  to 
come  to  actual  fulfillment  —  a 
fact  that  was  tragically  disap¬ 
pointing  to  the  Negroes  who  soon 
discovered  how  ingeniously  their 
full  freedom  was  so  deviously 
withheld.  But  the  retributive  re¬ 
sults  were  even  worse  on  those 
who  annulled  the  law. 


First,  let’s  REORGANIZE  our 
lives.  Instead  of  plunging  hecti¬ 
cally  into  the  day’s  work  imme¬ 
diately  upon  arising,  we  will  take 
a  full  half-hour  at  very  least,  to 
plan  our  day  purposefully,  dis¬ 
criminatingly,  and  with  a  proper 
perspective  of  values.  Ask  the 
most  pertinent  questions  possible: 
What’s  life  all  about?  What’s 
really  most  worthwhile?  How  can 
I  use  this  day  most  wisely  and 
weU? 

Second,  Re-EMPHASIZE  the 
spiritual  realities  that  are  so  easi¬ 
ly  lost  in  concern  for  material 
necessities.  All  things  are  but 
symbols  of  spiritual  values.  To 
fail  to  recognize  and  appreciate 
the  latter  is  to  leave  the  former 
meaningless  and  mean.  Stress  the 
essentials,  deal  swiftly  and  lightly 
with  all  the  rest. 

Third,  RE-ENERGIZE  our 
lives  by  conscious,  cultivated  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Source  of  all  life. 
So  many  of  us  are  exhausted, 
spent,  “tired  to  death”  because 
we  seek  to  keep  going;  solely  on 
our  own  resources.  Human  be¬ 
ings,  like  batteries,  must  be  re¬ 
charged  regularly  to  be  kept  alive. 
Prayer,  disciplined  practice  of 
the  Presence  of  God  by  utilizing 
all  the  available  “means  of 
Grace” — such  as  daily  devotions 
are  indispensable  to  joyous,  cre¬ 
ative  living. 

Here’s  wishing  us  all — ^new  life 
for  the  New  Year! 

t 


He  who  leaves  chains  upon  the 
body  of  another  shackles  his  own 
soul. 

Vastly  worse  than  the  bondage 
of  the  body  is  soul  slavery. 

Think  of  the  innumerable  mul¬ 
titudes  of  the  so-called  physically 
free  who  are  spiritually  enslaved! 
And  how  few  realize  the  degree 
of  enslavement  that  they  suffer. 
Our  world  is  full  of  delusions. 
All  of  us  carefully  cultivate  all 
sorts  of  errors,  develop  lusty  lies 
and  find  ourselves  fortified  with 
good  selfhoods  that  never  must 
be  challenged.  We  become  en¬ 
gaged  in  all  sorts  of  cruel  cus¬ 
toms  that  are  so  familiar  and  cas¬ 
ually  accepted  that  we  don’t  even 
know  how  barbarous  they  are. 


We  find  ourselves  beset  by  all 
sorts  of  firmly  entrenched  ty¬ 
rannies,  half-truths,  outworn  con¬ 
victions,  dead  ideas,  frightening 
ghosts,  inherited  hates,  unnamed 
fears,  hidden  habit  patterns,  sec¬ 
ret  sins,  repressed  desires,  deeply 
embedded  prejudices,  unreason¬ 
ing  resentments,  smouldering 
feuds,  and  how,  how  much 
more! 

How  about  an  Emancipation 
Proclamation  for  all  of  us  who, 
in  one  way  or  another,  have  been 
cruelly  captured,  and  long  for 
liberation? 

Let  there  be  freedom  for  all 
men’s  spirits  from  unworthy  and 
unclean  thoughts.  The  one  way 
in  which  evil  thoughts  can  be  ex¬ 
tricated,  the  one  way  in  which 
one  can  be  free,  is  by  seizing  the 
best  idea,  (the  God  idea),  that  one 
can  possibly  appropriate  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  evil  idea  insinuates  it¬ 
self. 

Let  there  be  freedom  from  un¬ 
disciplined  emotions  that  so 
easily  capture  and  enslave.  These 
deep  drives,  these  ardent  in¬ 
stincts,  these  elemental  urges, 
these  passions  that  make  for  a 
vital  life  altogether  —  these  are 
good.  The  issue,  therefore,  is  not 
to  eliminate  these  emotions  but 
to  develop  the  art  of  mastering 
them. 

Let  there  be  riddance  of  and 
deliverance  from  bad  habits.  And 
what  enslavements  they  enforce! 
William  James,  the  master  of  all 
modern  American  psychologists, 
reminded  us  that  to  break  any 
habit  that’s  bad,  you  begin  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  habit  that’s  good.  Al¬ 
ways  there  must  be  a  scrupulous 
observance  of  the  rule,  that  to¬ 
day  we  are  not  going  to  allow  a 
single  exception  whereby  we  in¬ 
dulge  in  this  bad  habit.  And  then 
we  must  practice  some  gesture  of 
freedom  that  we  don’t  have  to 
do,  that  we  can’t  be  paid  for  do¬ 
ing. 

Let  there  be  freedom  for  those 
who  are  hopelessly  held  captive 
by  Selfishness.  Who  is  immune 
to  its  subtle  enthrallment,  its  per¬ 
sistent  allurement?  It  ties  its 
steel-strong  threads  about  us,  as 
the  Lilliputians  bound  the  giant 
as  he  slept,  and  we  waken  to  find 


ourselves  helplessly  ensnared. 

Let  there  be  liberty  to  the 
slaves  of  unreasonable  Fear  — 
fear  of  Failure,  fear  of  Pain,  fear 
of  Poverty,  fear  of  Disappoint¬ 
ment,  fear  of  the  Unknown.  The 
person  who  would  be  free  of 
these  menacing  forces  must  learn 
to  face  them,  disinfect  them,  defy 
them,  and  defeat  them  with  a 
flaming  faith. 

Let  there  be  release  for  the 
captives  of  Superstitution,  Sus¬ 
picion,  Distrust  and  Cynicism. 
The  door  of  the  prison  of  Disbe¬ 
lief  is  opened  with  the  key  of  tri¬ 
umphant  Trust — a  brave  Belief  in 
the  Truth. 

Let  there  be  escape  from  the 
prisons  of  Prejudice.  Is  there  any 
tyrant  that  is  more  terrible?  It 
is  the  Nero  of  life,  which  is  cal¬ 
lous  and  cruel,  and  it  fiddles  and 
sings  while  the  body  and  soul  are 
ruined.  Prejudice  twists  the  mind 
and  shrinks  the  heart.  It  sucks 
all  human  kindness  from  the  emo¬ 
tions.  Passion  makes  a  man  a 
beast;  prejudice  makes  him  a 
devil.  Spring  the  lock!  Break  the 
bolt!  Smash  the  blockade!  Open 
the  mind  to  reason,  to  imder- 
standing,  to  compassion,  to  a 
sense  of  fairness! 

Let  there  be  emancipation 
from  Hate,  Enmity,  Violence, 
reliance  upon  the  threat  of  mass 
Murder.  The  vast  investments 
we  are  making  in  these  menac¬ 
ing  delusions,  the  build-up  of 
belief  in  the  adequacy  of  such 
precarious  promises  of  security 
—  all  of  these  combine  to  im¬ 
prison  modern  man  in  a  dungeon 
of  despair.  Shatter  the  false  as¬ 
sumptions,  expose  the  fallacies, 
declare  the  truth  that  only  coim- 
ageous  trust  and  sacrificial  love 
can  reveal  the  Way  that  leads  to 
Life,  Liberty,  and  the  untram¬ 
meled  pursuit  of  Happiness. 

How  about  an  Emancipation 
Proclamation  for  our  souls?  The 
greatest  event  in  any  man’s  life 
would  take  place  if  man  would 
take  Paul’s  injunction  seriously 
and  put  it  into  effect,  “Stand 
fast  therefore  in  the  liberty  where¬ 
with  Christ  has  made  us  free  and 
do  not  submit  again  to  a  yoke 
of  slavery.” 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


As  President  of  the  U.S.  of  America  the  late  Harry 
S  Truman  frequently  referred  to  the  principles  of 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  in  public  addresses.  In  an 
address  in  1946  which  was  heard  around  the  world. 
President  Truman  related  religious  faith  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  atomic  energy,  which  had  just  begun  to  be 
realized.  “If  the  civilized  world  as  we  know  it  is  long 
to  survive,  the  gigantic  power  which  man  has  ac¬ 
quired  through  atomic  energy  must  be  matched  by 
a  spiritual  strength  of  greater  magnitude,”  he  said. 


A  church  building  should  not  “look  like  a 
church"  if  it  is  to.  express,  the  life  and  theology 
of  these  times,  maintains  Edward  A.  Sovik,  a 
Northfield,  Minn,  church  architect.  Writing  in 
a  recent  issue  of  Journal  of  the  Guild  for  Re< 
ligious  Architecture,  Sovik  smd:  “We  cannot 
make  God-boxes;  He  will  not  be  contained 
...  we  most  build  secular  buildings,  not 
ecclesiastical  ones  —  as  secular  as  the  stable 
in  Bethlehem,  the  hillside  in  Galilee,  the  Upper 
Room  in  Jerusalem,  and  the  restaurant  at  Em- 
maus."  Mr.  Sovik  said  the  architectural  form 
should  “imply  that  we  do  not  meet  God  in 
some  exotic  and  fanciful  place,  as  if  we  wished 
to  esc^  from  the  world,  but  in  an  utterly  real, 
authentic  and  earthy  circumstance  .  . 

Foreign  Christian  missionaries  in  India  numbered 
5,053  at  the  beginning  of  1972,  according  to  a  state¬ 
ment  by  Deputy  Home  Minister  F.  H.  Mohsin.  This 
represents  a  21  per  cent  drop  from  1968.  The  de¬ 
crease  is  believed  to  be  due  to  the  Indian  govern¬ 
ment’s  policy  of  “progressive  Indianization”  of  for¬ 
eign  Christian  missionaries.  The  government  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  adopted  a  strict  policy  of  screening 
all  new  missionary  applicants  for  entry  to  determine 
whether  the  services  of  the  foreign  applicant  are 
really  “essential”  for  the  country  and  for  the  Church 
concerned,  or  whether  Indian  personnel  are  available 
for  the  same  tasks. 

Americans  United  for  Separation  of  Church 
and  State  has  announced  from  its  national 
headquarters  in  Silver  Spring,  Md.  that  it  will 
“systematically  and  determinedly”  oppose  all 
proposals  to  provide  tax  aid  to  parochial  schools 
in  state  le^slatures  and  in  Congress  during 
1973. 

An  intensive  Scripture  publishing  and  distributing 
campaign  is  being  planned  by  three  Scripture-dis¬ 
tribution  agencies  to  spur  a  revival  in  Indonesia.  At 
a  joint  meeting  involving  the  2,000-mile  long  island 
chain,  the  plan  was  announced  by  representatives 
of  The  Pocket  Jestament  League,  The  World  Home 
Bible  League,  and  New  York  Bible  Society  Inter¬ 
national.  Although  Indonesia’s  Christian  population 
is  growing  at  an  annual  rate  of  12-15  per  cent,'  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  highest  in  the  world,  only  1  in  4 
of  the  7  million  Christians  possesses  a  Bible. 

As  of  Jan.  1  the  Department  of  Defense  dis¬ 
continued  the  practice  of  granting  honorable 
discharges  to  servicemen  who  oppose  war  by 
giving  base  commanders  authority  to  decide  the 
status  of  conscientious  objectors.  Under  the 
new  policy,  commanding  officers  have  the 
tion  of  placing  conscientious  objectors  on  a 
non-combat  status  rather  than  having  military 
courts  backlogged  with  cases  of  servicemen 
seeking  release  from  active  duty  because  <rf 
their  anti-war  beliefs,  observers  say.  However, 
serviceipien  opposing  war  will  still  1^  able  to  ap¬ 
peal  an  adverse  decision  to  civilian  courts. 


In  a  long  audience  with  a  delegation  of  pharmaceu¬ 
tical  experts.  Pope  Paul  devoted  a  major  address  to 
the  topic  of  drug  abuse.  “The  preoccupying  spread 
of  drug  use  among  young  and  very  young  people  is 
a  cause  of  deep  sadness  to  me,”  the  Pope  said, 
“above  all  for  the  waste  of  spiritual  and  intellectual 
energies  which  it  entails.”  The  pontiff  mentioned  a 
“peril  of  such  insidious  and  colossal  proportions” 
which,  he  said,  mankind  could  face  “when  new 
generations,  fatally  disturbed  in  their  ideals  and  their 
energies,  will  come  to  their  turn  in  responsible 
posts.”  He  said  that -in  some  cases  people  have  been 
too  involved  with  providing  youngsters  with  material 
well-being  and  have  lost  concern  for  their  moral  wel¬ 
fare. 

A  team  of  econmnic  experts  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  erf  Edinburgh  has  been  commissioned  by  the 
Church  of  Scotland  (Presbyterian)  to  conduct  a 
three-yem'  research  project  designed  to  examine 
the  parish  ministry  through  the  end  of  this  cen¬ 
tury.  In  the  survey  the  team  will  seek  an  evalu- 
tion  of  future  trends  in  the  ministry  “in  terms 
of  recruitment,  finance  and  deployment  of  min¬ 
isterial  resources,”  said  the  Rev.  Karl  S.  G. 
Greenlaw,  secretary  and  deputy  of  the  Church 
and  Minikry  Department  of  the  denomination. 

Justice  William  H.  Rehnquist,  the  youngest  and 
“newest”  member  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  told 
a  Lutheran  pastoral  conference  meeting  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  that  since  his  arrival  in  Washington 
four  years  ago,  he  has  been  struck  by  the  “rela¬ 
tively  small  number  of  people”  he  has,  come  in  con¬ 
tact  with  “who  seem  to  have  any  very  deeply-held 
convictions.”  The  Lutheran  layman  contrasted  this 
by  recalling  Luther’s  famous  statement  before  the 
Diet  of  Worms,  “Here  I  stand  ...”  - 

A  clinical  psychologist  and  professor  at  George¬ 
town  University  strongly  urges  fathers  to  t^e 
greater  part  in  the  education  of  their  children — 
especially  their  sons.  Father  Juan  B.  Cortes, 
SJ.,  author  of  a  book  on  delinquency  and 
crime,  states  that  “There  is  a  strong  trend  in 
the  country  toward  mother-child  households.” 
“This  trend  must  be  reversed.  The  role  of  the 
father  has  always  been  a  decisive  one,  but  study 
after  study  has  shown  that  this  is  even  more 
true  in  present-day  societies,”  he  said. 

After  receiving  an  appeal  from  Presbyterian  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  Kasai  section  of  Zaire,  the  Preston 
Hollow  Presbyterian  Church  in  Dallas  raised  funds 
to  buy  a  water  well  drill  in  time  to  provide  water 
before  Christmas  for  the  people  living  in  that  prim¬ 
itive  area.  In  many  cases,  the  missionaries  said, 
women  walked  more  than  nine  miles  to  get  water, 
which  they  carried  home  in  jars  on  their  heads. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Taylor’s  “Living  Bible,”  a  modem 
language  paraphrase  of  the  Scriptures,  has  been 
translated  into  69  languages,  accortog  to  a 
report  from  the  annual  meeting  of  Living  Bibles 
International  held  in  Athens  recently.  More 
than  6  million  copies  of  the  English-language 
version  have  been  distributed  in  the  last  18 
months. 

Apollo  15  astronaut  James  Irwin,  now  a  Southern 
Baptist  evangelist,  appeared  with  three  U.S.  Protes¬ 
tant  choirs  at  a  “command  concert”  before  King 
Hussein  and  Queen  Alya  in  Amman,  Jordan  on  Dec. 
30.  The  choirs  from  Baylor  University,  Waco,  Tex.; 
Brewton  Parker  College,  Mt.  Vernon,  Ga.,  and 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 
performed  Handel’s  “Messiah”  in  Jerusalem  and 
Nazareth  and  at  Kibbutzim  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Israeli  Ministry  of  Tourism  and  Pilgrimage. 

The  “key  role  of  Christ  in  total  parish  educa^ 
tion”  will  be  stressed  in  a  series  of  one-d^ 
seminars  to  be  cmiducted  in  several  major  U.9. 
cities  in  1973  under  sponsorship  of  the  Nat’l. 
Catholic  Educational  Assn.  Basic  guidelines 
for  the  seminars  vrill  come  from  the  recent  U.S. 
Catholic  bishops  pastoral,  “To  Teach  as  Jesus 
Did.” 


The  Presbyterian  church  in  Washington,  D.C.  where 
President  Woodrow  Wilson  worshiped  from  1913 
to  1921  held  its  last  service  on  Dec.  31.  Central 
Church  has  been  dissolved  after  104  years  of  his¬ 
tory.  The  move  to  the  suburbs  of  members  who 
once  lived  within  walking  distance  of  the  church 
was  given  as  the  major  reason  for  the  closing.  The 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.  (Southern)  congregation 
decided  this  Fall  that  it  was  physically  and  financi¬ 
ally  unable  to  continue. 

Construction  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  of  an  evangeli¬ 
cal  center  dedicated  to  the  worldwide  crusades 
of  evangelist  Billy  Graham  is  planned,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  announcement  by  a  member  of  the 
Graham  Evangelistic  Assn,  board.  He  said  the 
association  has  purchased  a  161-acre  site  near 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Charlotte 
and  has  named  a  committee  to  determine  the 
structure  and  function  of  the  center. 

Eternity  magazine,  an  evangelical  monthly  pub¬ 
lished  in  Philadelphia,  has  raised  questions  about 
the  ethics  of  “Bible  smuggling”  operations  designed 
to  provide  Bibles  for  Christians  in  Communist  coun¬ 
tries.  An  article  by  the  Rev.  Gerald  Studer,  a  Men- 
nonite  clergyman,  and  a  staff  report  in  the  December 
issue  suggest  that  Christians  consider  their  own  mo¬ 
tives  and  the  motives  of  the  organizations  involved 
before  deciding  to  support  such  campaigns. 

Inca’s  Prime  Minister  Indira  Gandhi  praised 
the  work  of  Christian  missionaries  in  India^  dur¬ 
ing  an  address  at  a  massive  public  ceremony  in 
New  Delhi  marking  the  close  of  a  year-long  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  19th  Centenary  of  the  martyr¬ 
dom  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle.  Known  as  the 
“Apostle  of  India,”  St.  Ttomas,  one  of  the  12 
apostles  of  Jesus,  went  to  India  in  52  A.D., 
according,  to  a  long-cherished  tradition,  and 
planted  the  seed  of  Christianity.  It  is  Itelieved 
that  St.  Thomas  landed  at  the  south  Indian  port 
of  Crancarnoe  on  the  Malabar  coast  —  a  re¬ 
gion  heavily  Christian  in  population. 


OTTAWA  -  Lester  Bowles  Pearson,  former 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada  and  the  1957  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  winner,  died  in  Ottawa  on  Dec.  27. 
He  was  75.  The  son  and  grandson  of  Methodist 
preachers  died  at  his  home  in  the  Rockcliffe 
suburb  of  Ottawa.  Mr.  Pearson  was  Canada’s 
Prime  Minister  from  1963  to  1968,  when  he  re¬ 
tired.  He  received  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in 
1957  for  his  efforts,  through  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  to  end  the  fighting  over  the  Suez  Canal. 
He  was  president  of  the  U.N.  General  Assem¬ 
bly  in  1952  and  while  he  failed  to  win  the 
Secretary  General  post  —  he  was  nominated 
twice  -  he  was  a  powerful  member  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  forum.  Throughout  his  professional 
life,  the  diplomat  was  deeply  involved  in  ef¬ 
forts  to  achieve  world  peace  and  to  end  all 
forms  of  racial  and  religious  discrimination. 
(RNS  Photo) 
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students  make  “Who’s  Who” 


Eighteen  Centenary 

Seventeen  Centenary  College  stu¬ 
dents  have  earned  membership  in  the 
1972-73  “Who’s  Who  Among  Stu¬ 
dents  in  American  Colleges  and  Uni¬ 
versities.”  Those  selected  for  the 
honor  must  excel  not  only  academi¬ 
cally,  but  also  in  service  to  the  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  community,  and  in  lead¬ 
ership  in  extra  curricular  activities  at 
Centenary. 

Susan  E.  Bell  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  E.  Bell  of  Dallas, 
Texas.  She  is  a  junior  at  Centenary 
majoring  in  elementary  education,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Student-Faculty 
Disciplinary  Committee,  yearbook  edi¬ 
tor  for  two  years,  and  has  been  named 
to  the  Dean’s  List. 

Carol  Ann  Bickers  is  a  senior  at 
Centenary  majoring  in  history.  She  is 
I  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  B.  G. 
Bickers  of  Richardson,  Texas.  Miss 
Bickers  has  served  as  treasurer  of 
Alpha  Chi  honorary  academic  fra- 
j-  ternity,  news  editor  of  the  campus 
newspaper,  and  has  been  named  to  the 
Dean’s  List. 

Chris  Arnold  Blanchard,  a  senior 
majoring  in  accounting,  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Blanchard  of 
Sulphur,  La.  He  is  married  to  the 
former  Susanna  Wilkes,  daughter  of 
former  Centenary  president,  the  late 
Dr.  Jack  Wilkes,  of  Dallas,  Texas.  He 
has  been  named  to  the  Dean’s  List  for 
three  semesters  and  was  selected  as  a 
member  of  Who’s  Who  for  1971-72. 
He  has  also  served  on  the  Men’s  Intra¬ 
mural  Council  and  on  a  men’s  dormi¬ 
tory  council. 

Martha  Ruth  Cooke  is  the  daughter 
>  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Cooke  of  Shreve- 
,i  port,  and  is  finishing  her  last  year  at 
j  Centenary  with  a  major  in  elementary 
education.  She  has  been  a  member  of 


the  Centenary  College  Choir  for  four 
years  and  has  been  named  to  the 
Dean’s  List.  Miss  Cooke  is  a  member 
of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

An  organ  major  at  Centenary,  W. 
Barry  Fulton  will  graduate  in  May  of 
1973.  He  has  served  as  president  of 
the  Student  Senate,  vice-president  of 
the  Student  Government  Association, 
and  has  been  named  to  the  Dean’s 
List.  His  parents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  Fulton  of  Laurel,  Miss. 

Mark  Allan  Greve  is  from  Shreve¬ 
port  and  is  a  junior  at  Centenary  ma¬ 
joring  in  chemistry.  He  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bertrand  J.  Greve,  and 
is  a  member  and  treasurer  of  Kappa 
Sigma  social  fraternity,  a  member  of 
the  Centenary  College  Choir,  a  resi¬ 
dent  advisor  for  a  men’s  dormitory, 
and  has  served  as  sophomore  and 
junior  senator  on  the  Student  Senate. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Noel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

The  son  of  a  Centenary  College 
English  professor,  W.  Thomas  Guerin 
is  in  his  junior  year  at  Centenary  ma¬ 
joring  in  psychology.  His  parents  are 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilfred  L.  Guerin.  He  is 
a  reporter  for  the  campus  newspaper. 
He  has  worked  as  stage  manager  and 
as  a  technical  assistant  at  the  Marjorie 
Lyons  Playhouse. 

Robert  N.  Hallquist,  Jr.,  is  the  son 
of  a  Centenary  College  professor  of 
Education,  and  is  a  senior  majoring  in 
piano.  His  first  Shreveport  recital  was 
in  1971  and  since  then  he  has  appeared 
four  times  as  a  soloist  with  the  Shreve¬ 
port  Symphony  in  the  Nena  Wideman 
Benefit  Concert.  He  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Shreveport  Symphony  this 
year.  His  parents  are  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  N.  Hallquist,  Sr.,  of  Shreve¬ 


port. 

From  Beaumont,  Texas,  John  Ste¬ 
phen  Hardt  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  John  Wesley  Hardt.  He  has  a 
double  major,  English  and  Sociology, 
and  is  in  his  third  year  at  Centenary. 
Hardt  is  sports  editor  for  the  student 
newspaper,  and  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Movement’s  Steering 
Committee. 

Nancy  Jane  Norris  of  Shreveport  is 
a  senior  at  Centenary  with  a  double 
major  in  History  &  Government  and 
in  Education.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Women’s  Recreation  Association,  the 
Maroon  Jackets  honorary  service  or¬ 
ganization,  and  has  worked  as  a  li¬ 
brary  assistant,  and  is  president  of  the 
Student  Louisiana  Teachers  Associ¬ 
ation  this  year.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Norris  and  the  late  J.  C.  Norris. 

Daughter  of  Rear  Admiral  and  Mrs. 
Charles  N.  Payne  of  Pascagoula,  Miss., 
Cherry  F.  Payne  is  completing  her 
third  year  at  Centenary.  She  is  ma¬ 
joring  in  English  and  sociology,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement’s  Steering  Committee,  a 
member  of  the  Student  Senate,  fea¬ 
tures  editor  for  the  student  newspaper. 
She  is  also  a  volunteer  staff  aid  for 
“Open  Ear”  the  crisis  counseling  ser¬ 
vice  operated  by  the  College. 

A  senior  at  Centenary  majoring  in 
biology,  James  Arthur  Salisbury  has 
served  as  president  and  vice-president 
of  Alpha  Epsilon  Delta  international 
pre-medical  honorary  society,  repre¬ 
sentative  and  executive  secretary  of 
the  Student  Government  Association 
and  associate  and  chief  justices  of  the 
Honor  Court.  This  is  the  second  year 
he  has  been  selected  for  Who’s  Who. 
His  parents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A. 
Salisbury  of  Monroe,  Louisiana. 


Students  from  Centenary  College 
selected  to  appear  in  the  1972-73 
edition  of  “Who's  Who  in  Ameri¬ 
can  Colleges  and  Universities” 
are  as  follows:  (TOP  ROW,  left 
to  right)  Susan  E.  Bell,  Dallas, 
Texas;  Carol  Ann  Bickers,  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Texas;  Chris  Arnold 
Blanchard,  Shreveport;  Martha 
Ruth  Cooke,  Shreveport;  W.  Barry 
Fulton,  Laurel,  Miss.;  and  Mark 
Allen  Greve,  Shreveport;  (MID¬ 
DLE  ROW)  W.  Thomas  Guerin, 
Shreveport;  Robert  N.  Hallquist, 
Shreveport;  John  Stephen  Hardt, 
Pascagoula,  Miss.;  Nancy  Jane 
Norris,  Shreveport;  Cherry  F. 
Payne,  Pascagoula,  Miss.;  and 
James  Arthur  Salisbury,  Monroe; 
(BOTTOM  ROW)  Pamela  Anne 
Sargent,  Annadale,  Va.;  Cynthia 
Diane  Scott,  Farmerville,  La.; 
Patricia  Ann  Thomas,  Shreveport; 
Charles  K.  Watts,  Franklinton, 
La.;  and  John  Richard  Welch, 
Shreveport. 


From  Annandale,  Va.,  Pamela  Anne 
^rgent  is  a  senior  at  Centenary  ma¬ 
joring  in  government.  She  has  served 
as  news  and  features  editors  for  the 
campus  newspaper  and  as  secretary, 
ad  hoc  chairman  and  publicity  chair¬ 
man  for  the  Student  Government  As¬ 
sociation.  This  is  also  her  second  year 
to  be  selected  for  Who’s  Who.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 

E.  Sargent  of  Annandale. 

Cynthia  Diane  Scott,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Leon  C.  Scott  of  Far¬ 
merville,  La.,  is  a  senior  at  Centenary 
majoring  in  elementary  education.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  choir  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  is  a  member  and  co-ed  vice- 
president  of  the  Centenary  College 
Choir  and  a  member  of  the  Maroon 
Jackets  honorary  service  organization, 
and  has  been  named  to  the  Dean’s 
List. 

A  senior  at  Centenary  majoring  in 
mathematics,  Patricia  Ann  Thomas,  is 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Thomas,  Sr.,  of  Shreveport.  She  is  a 
member  of  Alpha  Chi  honorary  aca¬ 
demic  fraternity,  and  the  Student 
Louisiana  Teachers  Association,  and 
the  Student  Recruiting  Committee  of 
the  Student  Senate. 

From  Franklinton,  La.,  Charles 
Kendrick  Watts,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

F.  W.  Watts,  Jr.  He  is  a  senior  at 
Centenary  with  a  major  in  history.  He 
is  a  member  and  vice-president  of  Tau 
Kappa  Epsilon  social  fraternity,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Inter-Fraternity  Council, 
and  was  president  of  the  Centenary 
College  Choir  last  year.  This  is  his 
second  year  to  be  selected  for  Who’s 
Who,  and  he  is  also  Centenary’s  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  Louisiana  competition 
for  a  Rhodes  Scholarship  which  would 
enable  him  to  study  at  Oxford  Uni¬ 
versity  in  England. 

John  Richard  Welch,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Welch  of  Shreveport,  is 
finishing  his  last  year  at  Centenary 
with  a  major  in  history.  He  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Methodist  Student  Move¬ 
ment’s  Steering  Committee,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Honor  Court. 
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HAAS  MEMORIAL  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Bunkie  will  have  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  bring  a  message 
during  a  worship  service  at  the  church, 
Wednesday,  Jan.  17,  and  afterwards 
consecrate  the  parsonage  in  memory 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  T.  Mikell. 
Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  Alexandria  District 
superintendent,  will  assist  in  the  ser¬ 
vice.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Hall 
will  be  hosts  at  the  reception  follow¬ 
ing. 

BILL  MANN,  gospel  singer  and  re¬ 
cording  artist  of  Dallas,  Texas,  will 
be  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Boyce,  La.,  Jan.  28-31.  He 
will  spend  these  four  evenings  work¬ 
ing  with  the  new  Methodist  Hymnal. 
All  choir  directors,  accompanists,  and 
singers  from  nearby  churches  are  in¬ 
vited.  Services  will  be  at  7:30  p.m. 
daily.  The  Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard  is  the 
pastor  at  Boyce. 

THE  REV.  LOUIS  COPPAGE,  pastor 
of  Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Minden,  will  give  the  morning  de¬ 
votional  over  Radio  Station  KASO  at 
10.45  from  Jan.  15-19. 

NORRIS  WEESE  of  Oxford,  Miss., 
football  star  with  Ole  Miss  Univer¬ 
sity,  is  the  featured  speaker  in  St. 
Bernard  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Chalmette  this  weekend,  Jan.  12-14. 
The  program  will  serve  as  the  kick¬ 
off  for  the  KEY  73  evangelistic  thrust, 
according  to  the  Rev.  James  Evans, 
pastor.  The  Youth  Choir  from  Hun- 
holland  United  Methodist  Church  will 
participate  in  the  Saturday  evening 
worship  service. 

DENHAM  SPRINGS  United  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  will  be  involved  in  a  “Youth 
Encounter”  on  Saturday,  Jan.  13. 
Young  people  of  other  churches  in  the 
Denham  Springs  area  will  also  be  par¬ 
ticipating. 

DR.  CHARLES  STECK  will  be  the 
leader  and  resource  person  for  a  “Life 
Concerns”  interest  group  meeting  in 
Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans, 
on  four  consecutive  Wednesday  eve¬ 
nings,  Jan.  10,  17,  24  and  31.  The 
agenda  includes  the  subjects  of  grief, 
loneliness,  fear,  anxiety,  aging  and 
family  life.  Ministers  of  Rayne  Memo¬ 
rial  are  Dr.  John  A..Bayliss  and  the 
Rev.  Carole  Cotton,  associate. 

SCHEDULED  DURING  JANUARY 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Monroe  is  a  study  of  the  Book  of  Rom¬ 
ans,  with  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  profes¬ 
sor ’of  Bible  at  Centenary  College,  as 
the  leader,  Jan.  21,  and  a  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  study  of  India  by  Dr.  Sam 
Gamadia,  a  native  of  India  now  living 
in  Dallas,  Jan.  28.  Joe  Cleveland  will 
be  leading  singing  at  both  meetings, 
beginning  at  5:30  p.m.  Dr.  J.  Wood- 
row  Hearn,  executive  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries,  will  be 
resource  leader  at  the  Training  Work¬ 
shop  for  Commission  members  on 
Monday,  Jan.  15.  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie  is 
the  pastor  and  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Crich- 
low,  Jr.,  is  his  associate- 


THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  of  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches  will  be  held  on  Wednesday, 
Jan.  17,  at  the  Church  House,  330  St. 
Charles,  New  Orleans.  Dr.  David  E. 
Mason  is  executive  secretary. 

A  LAY  WITNESS  MISSION  will  be 
held  in  the  Kentwood  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  the  weekend  of  Jan.  19- 
21.  Joe  Solomon  of  Monroe  will  be 
the  coordinator.  Mr.  Solomon  recently 
led  a  Spiritual  Retreat  in  Wintersville, 
Ohio.  The  Kentwood  minister  is  the 
Rev.  Frank  M.  Stage,  Jr. 


Dolph  Pierce,  Franklinton,  is  shown 
at  right  receiving  a  50-year  service 
plaque  as  Sunday  School  Superin¬ 
tendent  in  Centenary  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  Franklinton  con¬ 
gregation  celebrated  "Dolph  Pierce 
Day”  Sunday,  Dec.  17,  and  the  pre¬ 
sentation  was  made  by  Herbert 
Sisson,  chairman  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board.  The  Rev.  B.  E. 
Bond  is  pastor. 

THE  REV.  STONE  W.  CARAWAY 
dedicated  a  memorial  window  in  the 
chapel  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Brookhaven,  Miss.,  recent¬ 
ly.  Mrs.  Henry  Bacon  Huffman,  a 
member  of  Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  where  Mr. 
Caraway  is  pastor,  gave  the  window  in 
memory  of  her  parents,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Inman  Williams  Cooper. 

CONGRATULATIONS  are  extended 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mouton,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Henning  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur,  who 
celebrated  their  50th  wedding  anniver¬ 
sary  on  Dec.  31. 

FOUNDERS’  DAY  was  observed  in 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Bat¬ 
on  Rouge  on  Sunday,  Dec.  31.  Certi¬ 
ficates  of  Honor  were  presented  to  50- 
year  members.  This  group  included: 
Mrs.  Carl  Abrahamson,  Mrs.  Fred 
Beard,  Mrs.  George  Bolian,  William 
H.  Booth,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Collins,  Mrs. 
J.  N.  Cunningham,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Ellis, 
Mrs.  Lila  Gillingham,  Mrs.  Alice  Jen¬ 
nings,  Miss  Minnie  Mae  Johnson,  Mrs. 
Donald  McAndrew,  Mrs.  Glen  Nor- 
dyke,  Sr.,  T.  Ellis  Peak,  Mrs.  Blucher 
Pierce,  Dr.  O.  W.  Rosewall,  Mrs.  J. 
Paul  Smith  and  Mrs.  Robert  Leverett 
Smith.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.  is  the 
pastor. 


JONESBORO  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
ISTS  heard  a  handbell  concert  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Covenant  Handbell 
Choir  from  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  Jan.  7. 
The  ringers  are  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Gordon  and  Helen  Betenbaugh, 
ministers  of  music  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  El  Dorado.  The 
Rev.  Dan  Tohline  is  the  Jonesboro 
minister. 

THE  COLLEGE  AND  CAREER 
Class  of  First  Church,  Slidell,  spon¬ 
sored  a  drop-in  at  the  parsonage  for 
college  students  and  career  young 
adults  on  Thursday  evening,  Dec.  28. 
Co-hosts  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan 
Mitchell,  class  teachers,  and  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Phil  Woodland. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  JENNINGS,  had 
as  guest  speaker  the  Rev.  Raymond 
M.  Crofoot,  Lake  Arthur  pastor,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Christmas  Eve  worship  service. 
Richard  O.  Boisture  presided. 


MARTHA  LOU  CARROLL,  educa¬ 
tional  director  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Natchitoches,  will  direct 
the  Church  School  Teachers  Work¬ 
shop  in  First  Church,  Winnfield, 
scheduled  for  Jan.  14-16.  The  Rev. 
James  C.  Skinner  is  the  Winnfield  pas¬ 
tor. 

ON  THE  MITCHELL,  PELICAN  and 
Pleasant  Hill  Charge,  Christmas  ac¬ 
tivities  and  programs  included  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  supper  at  Pelican  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  a  Sunday  luncheon 
in  the  Pleasant  Hill  Church.  At  the 
Mitchell  Church  program,  Randy  Em¬ 
mons  led  the  singing,  and  special  num¬ 
bers  were  given  by  Susie  McCullor, 
Carolyn  Cates  and  Deedee  McDonald. 
The  Rev.  Jim  Constable  is  pastor. 


The  Building  Fund  of  the  Iowa  United  Methodist  Church  benefited  from  a 
love  offering  presented  to  Phillip  Miller,  treasurer  of  the  Building  Fund, 
by  Aunt  Lou  Pierce  (at  left)  from  the  Adult  Bible  Class.  At  right,  Mrs. 
Joe  Denison  presented  Mr.  Miller  a  check  from  the  bazaar  recently  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  women.  The  Rev.  John  Sayes  is  pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Reading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  yoiur  homes. 

Jan.  14^— Sunday  . Psa.  50:1-15 

Jan.  15  . Psa,  130:1-8 

Jan.  16  . Psa.  84:1-13 

Jan.  17  . Psa.  36:1-13 

Jan.  18  . Psa.  107:1-9 

Jan.  19  . Psa.  107-33-33 

Jan.  30  - . Isa,  38:1-8 

Jan.  31— Sunday  Matt.  6:8-15 


Jamie  Fairley  is  shown  with  the 
items  he  made  in  Den  5,  Pack  338  of 
Golden  Meadow.  Jamie  is  the  first 
new  Cub  Scout  to  receive  his  WoF 
Badge  and  his  God  Arrow  at  the  re¬ 
cent  Pack  meeting.  Jamie  is  the  son 
of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Fairley 
of  the  Golden  Meadow  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


NORTH  HIGHLANDS  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  St.  Andrew’s  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  both  in  Shreveport, 
united  choirs  for  the  presentation  of 
Christmas  music.  Mrs.  Carl  Corley  di¬ 
rected  and  Mrs.  Carver  DeLoach  ac¬ 
companied.  Open  House  was  held  fol¬ 
lowing  the  program  at  the  Mangum 
parsonage  with  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lon¬ 
nie  M.  Sibley  as  hosts. 

A  SPEOAL  NEW  YEAR’S  Eve  ser¬ 
vice  in  First  Church,  Shreveport,  was 
presented  by  members  of  the  Grawood 
Christian  School  Music-Drama  Group. 
The  group,  consisting  of  teachers,  prin¬ 
cipals  and  choir  directors,  was  under 
the  direction  of  Don  Bingham.  The 
Rev.  Jim  Moore  gave  the  sermon.  Dr. 
D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  is  senior  minister  at 
First  Church. 

SALLY  STOVALL  was  the  speaker  in 
St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Monroe  on  Student  Recognition  Sun¬ 
day.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Southern 
Methodist  University  and  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  study  and  work  at  Chica¬ 
go’s  Ecumenical  Institute.  The  St.  Paul 
minister  is  the  Rev.  James  Stovall. 

AN  ALL-COMMISSION  dinner  meet¬ 
ing  was  scheduled  in  Trinity  Church, 
Ruston,  for  Wednesday,  Jan.  10.  To¬ 
day’s  Disciples  singers  and  Trinity 
Choir  members  were  invited  to  attend. 
Commission  chairmen  include:  Frank 
Busch,  Missions;  Jimmy  Love,  Educa¬ 
tion;  David  Cummings,  Social  Con¬ 
cerns;  Johnny  Hudson,  Worship;  and 
Ed  Rolf,  Evangelism.  The  Rev.  Merlin 
Merrill  is  the  Trinity  pastor. 
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This  arrangement  in  the  Grace 
Church,  Ruston,  was  made  by 
Miss  Libba  Lay,  a  member  of  the 
Altar  Guild.  The  Rev.  W.  0. 
Lynch,  Jr.  is  the  Grace  minister. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Christian  of  Man- 
gum  Memorial  Church,  Shreveport, 
were  presented  S'pecial  Memberships 
in  the  Women’s  Society/Guild  recently 
in  recognition  of  their  service  to  the 

•  church.  Sybil  Kelly  of  the  Wesleyan 

'  Service  Guild  made  the  presentation. 

5  Mrs.  Christian  is  currently  the  Youth 

'  Coordinator,  while  Mr.  Christian  is 

superintendent  of  the  Study  Program 
^  and  chairman  of  the  Church  Property 
Committee. 

News  in  Brief 

MRS.  H.  R.  SHAFFER  is  serving  as 
president  of  the  Noel  Memorial  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  in  Shreveport.  Officers 
elected  with  her  include  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Galloway  as  vice-president,  Mrs.  Jim 
Montgomery,  secretary,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Beard,  treasurer. 

■  THE  WINNFIELD  WSCS  awarded 

1  Special  Memberships  to  Mrs.  Terry 

Kinney  and  Mrs.  D.  N.  Smith  during 
the  Christmas  party  held  by  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  and  Guild. 

THE  ALEXANDRIA  First  Church 
WSCS  had  entertainment  provided  by 
the  Bolton  Chorale,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Dorman  Clayton  at  the  Christ¬ 
mas  program  and  coffee.  Special  Mem¬ 
berships  were  presented  to  Mrs.  Ver¬ 
non  Gordon,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Scott 

■  and  Mrs.  M.  C.  Bledsoe,  III. 

■  THE  JULIA  REED  Unit,  Wesleyan 

•  Service  Guild,  in  First  Church,  Lake 
ii  Charles,  had  Mrs.  George  Chastain  as 
v;  the  speaker  at  the  Christmas  program 

and  tea. 

s 

^  THE  GEORGIA  BOUSQUET  Circle 
of  the  Slidell  WSCS  presented  Special 
Memberships  to  Mrs.  Eloise  Allred 
and  Mrs.  Essie  McPherson  during  the 
December  meeting. 


New  officers  of  the  Friendly  Fellowship  Group  in  Grace  Church, 
Ruston,  are  shown;  Mrs.  Myrtle  Raley,  transportation;  Mrs. 
Maurice  Baxter,  president;  Mrs.  Oma  Ruple,  reporter;  Mrs.  Oma 
Woodburn,  secretary-treasurer;  and  Claude  Ruple,  vice-president. 


SHREVEPORT  SCHOOL  OF 
THEOLOGY  BEGINS 
THIRTEENTH  TERM 

The  thirteenth  consecutive  Shreve¬ 
port  District  School  of  Theology  began 
an  eight-week  term  Monday,  Jan.  8, 
at  the  R.  E.  Smith  Building  on  the 
Centenary  College  Campus  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  E.  E.  Armstrong  is  dean  of  the 
school  and  Shreveport  District  direc¬ 
tor  of  Adult  Ministries. 

The  objective  of  the  Shreveport 
School  of  Theology  is  to  provide  a 
systematic  and  purposeful  program  of 
adult  Christian  education.  Seminars 
and  source  of  study  will  be  offered  in 
the  Fields  of  Theology,  Christian 
Ethics,  Biblical  Studies  and  Christian 
Education, 

Two  courses  are  offered  during  this 
thirteenth  term.  “The  Old  Testament, 
Part  II,  an  introduction  to  the  life  and 
writings  of  the  prophets.  Part  II  of  a 
three-part  study.  Instructor  for  the 
course  is  Rabbi  Emanuel  Kumin,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Shreveport  Jewish  Fed¬ 
eration. 

The  second  course  “The  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  Part  II:  an  introduction  to  the 
life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  including  a 
review  of  the  Gospels  of  Matthew, 
Mark  and  Luke,”  is  being  taught  by 
Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  religion,  at  Centenary  Col- 
lege.  ^ 

MRS.  JIMMIE  DALE  ALLEN  gave 
a  program  concerning  “KEY  73”  at 
the  January  meeting  of  the  Women’s 
Society  in  First  Church,  Lake  Charles. 


January  Festival  of  Art 
at  Baton  Rouge  Church 

A  Festival  of  Art  is  the  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  January  emphasis  in  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 
Guest  leader  on  Jan.  7  was  Dr.  Carl¬ 
ton  Young,  editor  of  the  revised  Meth¬ 
odist  hymnal  who  is  now  on  the  staff 
of  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas. 
He  spoke  on  “Christianity  and  the 
Arts”  and  directed  a  modem  worship 
service  by  Daniel  Moe.  On  Tuesday, 
Jan.  9,  the  Alpha  Omega  Players  pre¬ 
sented  “The  Diary  of  Adam  and  Eve.” 

A  film  festival  is  scheduled  for  Sat¬ 
urday  and  Sunday,  Jan.  13  and  14. 
“Christ  in  Art”  will  be  at  2  p.m.,  Jan. 
21,  and  “Hello  World”  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  sanctuary  at  6:30  p.m. 
Selections  from  literature  will  be  read 
and  interpreted  at  6:15  p.m.,  Jan.  28, 
followed  by  an  organ  recital  presented 
by  Dr.  David  Craighead,  chairman  of 
the  Organ  Department  of  Eastman 
School  of  Music. 

t 

MRS.  JACK  CARLISLE,  Shreveport 
District  WSCS  president,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Christmas  luncheon  held 
by  members  of  the  Mangum  Memo¬ 
rial  Women’s  Society. 

P.  K.  KORNER 

SHELLEY  RAE  BOND  was  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pat  Bond  of  Arcadia  on 
Nov.  24.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Beverly 
Bond  of  First  Church,  Crowley,  are 
the  proud  grand-parents. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Cain  clown  in  the  new  reclining  chair  presented 
to  them  by  ministers  and  wives  of  the  Ruston  District  at  the  Christmas 

Kirby  Mining 

as  the  Silent  Night  in  a  game  of  Charades.  ^ 


COUPLES  RETREAT  FOR 
MINISTERS  AND  WIVES 
TO  BE  AT  BILOXI 

The  Marriage  and  Family  Life  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Greater  Nev/  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches  i  s  sponsoring  a 
couples ’retreat  designed  for  ministers 
and  their  wives,  along  with  key  lay 
couples. 

The  retreat  will  be  held  at  Seashore 
Methodist  Assembly,  Biloxi,  Miss., 
from  Thursday,  1 : 00  p.m.,  until  Satur¬ 
day  noon,  Jan.  25-27. 

Dr.  Karl  Olsson,  director  of  Leader¬ 
ship  for  “Faith  at  Work,”  Columbia, 
Md.,  will  be  the  featured  resource  per¬ 
son,  aided  by  Dr.  Myron  Madden,  di¬ 
rector  of  Pastoral  Care  at  Southern 
Baptist  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  and 
the  Rev.  George  Hay  of  George  Hay 
Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Arnold  Holley  is  chairman 
of  the  Marriage  and  Family  Life  De¬ 
partment  for  the  Federations  of 
Churches. 

t 

DECEMBER  AT  WESTLAKE 
HAD  VARIED  PROGRAMS 

Spiritual  preparations  for  the  Advent 
Season  began  in  Westlake  United 
Methodist  Church  with  a  family  din¬ 
ner  on  Nov.  30.  The  Committee  on 
Ministry  was  in  charge  with  Ed  Adams 
giving  the  invocation  and  Max  Luttge- 
harm  serving  as  master  of  ceremonies. 
The  Rev.  Richard  Meek,  pastor,  con¬ 
ducted  a  candle-lighting  service  in  the 
sanctuary  with  Joe  Breed  as  guest 
speaker. 

A  Christmas  drama  was  presented 
on  Dec.  20  under  the  direction  of 
Carmen  Bromley,  assisted  by  Alice 
Fanta.  The  cast  included  Dammie  In¬ 
gels,  Bob  Bromley,  Sandra  Anderson, 
Rick  Anderson,  Nancy  LeTard,  Sharon 
Benson,  Cindy  Benson,  Bruce  Bow¬ 
man,  Sharon  Fanta,  Karen  Moye, 
Karen  Newhouse,  Jim  Compton,  Mike 
Meek,  Sam  Burch,  Fred  Fanta  and 
Gary  Hermann.  Warrene  Adams  was 
music  director,  Ellie  Harris  was  choir 
director  and  Janie  Burch,  organist. 
Santa  Claus  was  a  special  guest  during 
the  fellowship  hour.  Pre-school  chil¬ 
dren  enjoyed  a  “pinata,”  led  by  Lou 
Lovett. 

Westlake’s  participation  in  the  KEY 
73  evangelistic  program  was  launched 
with  the,  daily  noon  Prayer  Call,  be¬ 
ginning  Dec.  26.  The  sanctuary  was 
open  on  Jan.  2  and  3  for  members  to 
pray  for  the  venture, 
t 


MEMBERS  OF  ASBURY’s  Method¬ 
ist  Men,  Women’s  Society,  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  held  the  annual 
Christmas  covered-dish  dinner  on  Dec. 
12,  in  the  Asbury  gymnasium  at  La¬ 
fayette.  The  program  featured  mem¬ 
bers^  of  the  Chancel  and  Crusaders 
Choirs  and  a  special  reading  by  Mrs. 
Craig  Strait. 


THE  BROADMOOR  12th  Grade 
Church  School  Class  visited  the  Holy 
Angels  School  in  Shreveport  preceding 
Christmas,  singing  carols  and  telling 
Christmas  stories.  They  were  assisted 
by  Santa  in  the  distirbution  of  stock¬ 
ings,  and  they  left  trees  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  decorate.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don 
Walter  are  teachers  of  the  class.  Dr. 
Jack  Cooke  is  their  pastor. 
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7^  SetKdnf  SeA^l 

By:  Alfred  A.  Knox 

LESSON  FOR  JANUARY  21:  God  Really  Cares! 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Ezekiel  34 

MEMORY  SELECTION;  You  are  my  sheep,  the 
sheep  of  my  pasture,  and  I  am  your  God,  says 
the  Lord  Go^  (Ezekiel  34;31) 


Often  a  direct  word  of  instruction  or  explanation  is 
made  not  only  more  acceptable  but  in  addition  is 
more  readily  understood  if  expressed  in  descriptive 
application  of  what  we  are  trying  to  communicate. 

3):  4: 


credit  for  it.  Christian  stewardship  emphasizes  the 
motivation  of  our  service  and  its  effect  on  the  per¬ 
son  or  persons  affected  by  it.  The  steward  is  simply 
doing  God’s  labors  in  behalf  of  God’s  total  family 
of  children.  As  we  so  act,  the  glow  and  radiance  and 
satisfaction  of  godliness  are  enhanced  in  our  whole 
being — ^like  the  shepherd’s  joy  in  carrying  a  lamb  to 
safety. 

*  *  * 

THE  GOD-LED  LEADER 

The  prophet  spoke  plainly  about  a  glaring  flaw 
which  was  evident  in  the  leaders  of  his  people.  They 
behaved,  he  said,  as  if  “there  was  no  shepherd.” 
(Ezek.  34:5)  They  were  not  keeping  watch  over  their 
“flock,”  but  rather  were  protecting  and  extending 
their  own  self-interests.  This  is  a  devastating  indict¬ 
ment  against  talented,  aggressive  leaders  who  util¬ 
ized  their  abilities  and  positive  power  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  people  who  were  in  a  desperate  plight.  They 
were  wilfully  blind  to  the  ruled,  and  the  ruled  could¬ 
n’t  assert  their  rights.  Concern  was  absent;  greed 
and  pride  were  dominant. 

We  naturally  tend  to  blame  leaders  for  mis¬ 
fortunes,  our  faults,  misspent  lives,  dismal  outlooks,  I 
and  our  pessimisms.  We  want  to  blame  “others” — 
anybody  and  everybody  other  than  self — ^for  much 
that  happens  to  us.  Often  we  simply  let  things  occur 
rather  than  live  up  to  the  demands  which  confront 
the  godly  person.  There  is  a  primary  lack  of  full 
trust  in  God,  and  inevitably  then  we  fail  to  have 
full  confidence  in  self.  A  partnership  with  God  can 
make  good  things  happen.  Short  of  such  a  relation¬ 
ship  we  are  like  the  blind  leading  the  blind,  referred 
to  in  Matt.  15:14. 

Part  of  the  prophet’s  teaching  was  directed  to 
the  new  generation  of  leaders  who  must  direct  the 
return  from  Babylonia  to  Judah  and  the  restoring 
of  the  nation  in  peace  and  righteousness.  He  recog¬ 
nized  that  the  new  leaders  must  trust  fully  in  their 
God  and  actuate  the  revival  on  the  basis  of  values 
superior  to  those  of  the  former  leaders.  The  plea 
was  for  spiritualizing  attitudes  and  deeds.  How  they 
can  magnify  concern-centered  living!  Simply  doing 
one’s  minimum  daily  requirement  in  discharging 
his  duty  is  inadequate.  Duty  must  glow  with  (^d- 

given  concern,  and  then  it  becomes  Christian  service. 

*  ♦  * 

THE  ANSWER  TO  HOSTILITY 

The  nature  of  God  gives  us  a  clue  to  the  neutral¬ 
izing  of  man’s  hostility.  He  is  concerned,  involved, 
with  man.  We  are  his  creation;  his  loving  concern 
is  unceasing.  His  active  love  is  ever  seeking  our 
response  of  positive  faith  and  worship.  It  is  when 
we  are  frustrated  in  futile  attempts  to  do  for  our-  i 
selves  that  we  develop  an  attitude  of  hostility  toward 
our  presumed  offenders  and  obstructors.  So  hos¬ 
tility  is  born  of  self-induced  frustration.  If  we  pro-  ' 
ject  that  feeling  so  that  all  men  about  us  are  re¬ 
garded  as  unfriendly,  we  view  the  universe  as  being 
at  cross  purpose  with  our  efforts. 

What  can  we  do  about  such  a  consequence? 
We  must  return  to  the  Christian’s  belief  in  God’s 
readiness  to  calm  and  ease  our  minds.  Jesus’  invita¬ 
tion  still  holds:  “Come  to  me,  all  whose  work  is 
hard,  whose  load  is  heavy;  and  I  will  give  you  relief.” 
(Matt.  11:28)  Probably  the  loneliest  person  is  the 
one  who  feels  that  he  alone  is  responsible  for  him¬ 
self  and  the  only  one  who  can  relieve  his  deep 
frustrations.  The  world  is  indeed  an  impossible  scene 
as  he  seeks  out  his  own  uncercain,  sefi-congratulat- 
ing,  prideful  “salvation.”  After  all,  he  may  assume 
that  all  persons  have  that  same  life-style!  The  Gos-  ■ 
pel  writer  records  in  this  Beatitude  of  Jesus’:  “How 
blest  are  those  who  know  their  need  of  God;  the  | 
kingdom  of  Heaven  is  theirs.”  (Matt.  5:3)  i 

The  other  step  in  removing  an  attitude  of  hos¬ 
tility  is  to  care  about  people  as  God  cares  for  us.  i 
His  is  an  aU-out  effort;  ours  must  be  so  too.  This 
puts  us  in  alignment  with  his  purposes.  As  Jesus  | 
said,  “Anything  you  do  for  one  of  my  brothers, 
however  humble,  you  do  for  me.”  (Matt.  25-40) 

Even  as  God  cares  for  us,  we  Christians  care  for 
others.  We  are  care-takers  —  taking  this  God-im¬ 
planted  caring  impulse  to  all  whom  we  are  around 
as  parents,  workers,  citizens,  church  folk.  When 
we  show  concern,  we  help  lift  the  public  conscience, 
and  remind  others  of  God’s  continuing  care  for  all. 


AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  study  flie  qualities  of 
the  lea&r  in  his  special  place  of  responsibility 
of  serving  the  interests  of  the  persons  who 
directly  depend  upon  his  concmi  for  them. 

*  *  43 

A  family  moved  to  a  remote  area  in  Alaska  to 
escape  the  troubles  and  burdens  of  civilization.  Their 
new  way  of  life,  described  in  a  recent  edition  of  a 
national  magazine,  meant  building  a  cabin  near  a 
lake,  sawing  firewood  in  the  forest,  killing  game  for 
meat  and  skins,  harvesting  berries  and  herbs  from 
the  tundra,  and  infrequently  making  a  day-long  trek 
to  a  village  for  flour  and  other  necessities.  The  wife 
and  mother  in  the  household  sought  to  educate  the 
children  by  means  of  correspondence  courses.  The 
husband  and  father  spent  most  of  his  work  days 
and  hours  providing  the  means  of  subsistence  and 
even  existence.  The  region  is  within  sight  of  a  mag¬ 
nificent  mountain.  Qear  water  is  in  the  nearby  lake. 
One  vital  element  is  notably  missing  from  the  ac¬ 
count:  God  is  not  mentioned  as  a  ruling  and  caring 
factor  in  their  lives! 

We  can  understand  the  impelling  desire  to  leave 
behind  the  complex  forces  and  counterforces  in  to¬ 
day’s  urbanized,  technologic,  jet-paced  style  of  life. 
It  makes  us  anxious,  and  frustrates  us,  and  almost 
seems  to  depersonalize  us.  It  saps  our  energies, 
thwarts  our  efforts  at  goodness,  conspires  against 
our  hopes  and  dreams.  It  entangles  us  in  a  maze  of 
seemingly  contradictory  necessities  and  robs  us  of 
many  worthy  satisfactions.  But,  men  and  women 
and  children  are  here.  We  are  here.  God  seeks  to 
work  with  and  through  us  to  their  benefit.  We  can¬ 
not,  we  dare  not,  walk  out  on  the  human  race. 

*  *  * 

POWERFUL  TEACHING 

The  prophets  often  sought  to  communicate  their 
message  via  figures  of  speech,  often  in  parable 
form.  Jeremiah  used  the  metaphor  of  the  “broken 
cisterns  that  can  hold  no  water”  to  exhort  the 
people  to  seek  the  one  who  is  the  “fountain  of  living 
waters.”  (Jer.  2:13).  We  are  familiar  with  Jesus’ 
parable  about  the  woman  who  in  finding  her  lost 
coin  exclaimed  joyously  about  the  happy  result  of 
her  search,  just  as  there  is  rejoicing  in  heaven  over 
the  discovery  of  righteousness  by  a  fallen  person. 
(Luke  15:8-9)  In  our  lesson  a  week  ago  we  studied 
Ezekiel’s  figure  of  the  watchman  by  which  he  urged 
individuals  to  ever  be  alert  to  the  possibility  of 
infiltration  or  attack  on  the  part  of  enemies  of  the 
soul.  (Ezek.  3:17) 

These  are  dramatic,  mind-catching  ways  of  driv¬ 
ing  home  a  spiritual  truth.  Personal  communication 
is  involved.  There  is  much  force  in  the  drawing  of  a 
truth  from  a  common  thing  like  a  cistern  (for  people 
who  didn’t  have  piped-in  water!),  or  a  coin,  or  a 
guard  appointed  to  warn  of  impending  danger.  The 
hearing  of  the  truth  is  more  definite  than  in  merely 
stating  a  cold,  even-worded,  uninteresting  principle 
which — fundamental  though  it  may  be — would  like¬ 
ly  be  regarded  as  just  another  platitude.  When  dra¬ 
matically  put,  in  a  figure  of  speech  or  parable,  the 
lesson  is  transmitted  in  the  very  process  of  relating 
the  story.  This  follows  Jesus’  explanation  of  his 
reliance  on  such  modes  of  teaching  when  he  said 
that  otherwise  “they  look  without  seeing,  and  listen 
without  hearing  or  understanding.”  (Matt.  13:13) 

Most  of  us  adults  are  teachers  as  we  function  in 
our  various  roles  of  parent,  supervisor,  salesman, 
class  leader,  and  so  on.  We  can  learn  from  the  tech¬ 
nique  often  employed  by  the  prophets  and  Jesus! 


TO  LEAD  IS  TO  CARE 

Our  recent  experiences  at  Christmastime — ^Ad¬ 
vent  —  must  have  reminded  us  of  the  Christian 
means  of  truly  celebrating  Jesus’  birth.  There  is, 
first,  worship  of  Christ  the  God-man.  There  is, 
second,  the  motivation  to  go  forth  in  service  to  him. 
Service!  It  is  both  a  command  and  a  blessing.  We 
may  picture  the  Good  Shepherd  as  he  carried  in  his 
arms  the  sheep  that  strayed,  and  we  should  also 
consider  the  joy  he  had  in  returning  the  lost  one  to 
the  fold. 

One  revealing  test  of  a  leader’s  character  is  his 
level  of  concern  for  others.  Ezekiel  indicts  the  lead¬ 
ers.  among  his  people  for  failing  to  minister  to  the 
weak,  (34:4)  In  the  same  verse  he  similarly  refers 
to  their  deliberate  and  tragic  neglect  of  the  sick 
and  maimed,  the  strayed,  and  the  lost,  and  the  hor¬ 
rible  reality  of  these  and  others  being  ruled  with 
force  and  harshness.  There  are  many,  he  infers, 
who  can’t  fight  back  because  they  lack  influential 
friends  to  plead  for  them,  who  don’t  have  the  means 
to  fight  their  own  battles  against  exploiters  and 
others  who  take  advantage  of  them.  They  are,  never¬ 
theless,  persons  deserving  of  concern  and  aid. 

These  profound  neglects  cause  the  leaders  to 
miss  opportunities,  for  doing  good,  for  giving  gen¬ 
erously  of  themselves  in  acts  of  true  service  without 
prospect  of  gaining  some  practical  advantage.  They 
also  fail  in  that  they  don’t  set  in  motion  attitudes 
of  hope  needed  by  all  who  live  precariously  and 
fearfully. 

Once  again  we  catch  this  note  of  hope  in  the 
prophet  Ezekiel  which  we  earlier  studied  in  Jere¬ 
miah.  He  says  for  the  Lord:  “I  will  rescue  them  from 
all  places  where  they  have  been  scattered.”  (34:13) 
Hope  is  here.  Despite  their  fears  to  the  contrary, 
God  has  not  forgotten  them  but  has  been  attentive 
to  their  circumstances  all  along.  He  not  only  judges 
but  truly  saves.  This  is  the  theme  of  the  great  Shep¬ 
herd  Psalm,  the  Twenty-third:  “I  will  fear  no  evil, 
for  thou  art  with  me.” 

*  *  * 

TO  CARE  IS  TO  DO 

There  is  a  saying  about  the  lazy  man:  he  stays 
at  home  because  he  says  a  lion  might  get  him  if  he 
goes  outside.  This  is  really  “reaching”  for  justifica¬ 
tion  of  his  indolence,  just  as  some  explain  their 
under-developed  sense  of  human  mission  to  others. 
It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  one’s  responsibility  for  the 
direct  relief  of  the  weak,  the  ill,  the  confused.  An 
easy  temptation  is  to  assume  that  the  burden  is  on 
governmental  agencies,  and  that  one  may  satisfy  his 
duty  to  others  by  contributing  money  to  agencies 
whose  function  is  to  work  among  those  needy  ones. 
These  agencies  are  worthwhile  and  they  must  have 
our  support,  but  personal  direct  involvement  is  neg¬ 
lected  if  most  of  our  doing  for  others  is  channeled 
through  them.  It  is  comparable  to  sending  some¬ 
body  to  watch  a  football  game  for  oneself  or  sending 
him  on  a  vacation  trip  in  his  place.  Jesus  sent  out 
his  disciples  with  a  “Go  ye!”  That  was  a  command 
to  go  in  a  person  to  person,  and  person  by  person 
encounter.  The  apostle  Paul  said:  “Help  one  another 
to  carry  these  heavy  loads,  and  in  this  way  you  will 
fulfill  the  law  of  Christ.”  (Gal.  6:3) 

It  is  not  enough  to  support  the  programs  of 
evangelization  in  our  churches  and  across  the  de¬ 
nomination.  These  arms  of  service  require  our  Chris¬ 
tian  participation.  In  addition,  we  must  serve  through 
kindly  acts,  friendly  gestures,  sincere  doing  of  good 
deeds.  We  should  do  so  even  if  little  or  no  recog¬ 
nition  of  them  comes  to  us,  for  we  can  do  a  lot  of 
good  in  the  world  if  we  don’t  care  who  gets  the 
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Plans  for  world-wide  evangelism  endeavor  announced 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (UMI)  — Mo¬ 
mentum  is  building  for  a  world-wide 
evangelistic  thr.ust  in  the  55  units  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council.  Several 
stages  of  the  projected  emphasis  were 
unveiled  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Council’s  evangelism  committee. 

Reporting  on  the  movement,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Raoul  C.  Calkins  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  administrative  assistant  to  the 
evangelism  committee,  said  that  four 
spectfic  programs  are  on  the  drawing 
board  and  will  be  receiving  major  at¬ 
tention  in  the  months  ahead.  These 
include: 

*  A  period  of  commitment,  begin¬ 
ning  Pentecost  Sunday,  June  10, 
1973,  and  climaxing  with  a  world¬ 
wide  prayer  vigil  Dec.  31,  1973. 

*  A  World  Evangelism  Consulta¬ 
tion,  Oct.  26-31,  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.  C, 

*  A  study  of  Jesus,  based  on  the 
Gospel  of  Luke,  shared  in  by  all 
Methodist  congregations. 

Plans  for  implementing  these  pro¬ 
grams  were  advanced  at  the  Evange¬ 
lism  Committee’s  meeting  in  London 
Dec.  5-7,  with  Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ens- 
ley  of  Columbus,  presiding.  Bishop 
Ensley  is  a  member  of  the  presidium 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  and 
is  chairman  of  the  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mittee. 


Authorization  for  the  world-wide 
evangelistic  thrust  was  voted  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council  at  its  Au¬ 
gust,  1971,  meeting  in  Denver,  Colo¬ 
rado,  but  the  plan  was  not  to  be  set 
in  full  motion  until  1973. 

“We  invite  all  the  churches  involved 
in  the  evangelistic  thrust  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  to  join  in  a  period 
of  commitment  to  mission,  beginning 
with  Pentecost  (Whitsunday)  1973  and 
including  a  world-wide  prayer  event 
at  the  end  of  1973,”  a  statement  from 
the  committee  says. 

It  is  suggested  that  a  world-wide 
watch  night  observance  take  the  form 
of  a  twelve-hour  prayer  vigil  from 
noon  until  midnight  on  the  last  day  of 
1973.  It  will  begin  in  Tonga  with  a 
massed  500-voice  choir  singing  and 
will  continue  from  the  International 
Date  Line  around  the  world.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  an  international  recording 
will  bring  messages  from  evangelism 
leaders  throughout  the  participating 
countries. 

The  London  committee  also  made 
plans  for  a  World  Evangelism  Con¬ 
sultation  to  be  held  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.  C.  Oct.  26-31,  1973.  The  Rev. 
Dr.  Ira  Gallaway  of  Nashville,  execu¬ 
tive  for  evangelism  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Discipleship,  will  serve 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the 


New  buildings  consecrated  at 
New  Mexico  mission  school 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Two  new 
buildings  have  been  completed  at  a 
major  project  of  the  National  Division, 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  project  serves  more 
than  600  students  of  three  main  cul¬ 
tural  backgrounds,  American  Indian, 
Hispanic  and  Anglo. 

A  girls’  dormitory  and  a  student 
center  were  dedicated  at  the  McCurdy 
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Schools,  which  are  part  of  United 
Methodism’s  Northern  New  Mexico 
Mission  at  Espanola  and  Santa  Cruz. 
The  new  buildings  were  urgently 
needed  to  replace  an  old  building 
which  had  been  condemned  by  local 
authorities,  wrote  Natalie  Barber,  news 
ccrrespcndent  on  the  McCurdy  staff. 

Bishop  Alsie  H.  Carleton,  episcopal 
leader  of  United  Methodism’s  North¬ 
west  Texas-New  Mexico  Area,  led  in 
the  consecration  service  for  the  new 
buildings.  Other  participants  included 
Dale  Robinson,  superintendent  of  Mc¬ 
Curdy,  and  the  Rev.  Marvin  Archule¬ 
ta,  a  Roman  Catholist  priest.  McCurdy 
students  and  those  of  a  neighboring 
Catholic  school  share  some  programs. 

Support  for  putting  up  the  new 
buildings  is  being  received,  Mrs.  Bar¬ 
ber  wrote,  from  local  businesses  and 
groups,  and  from  United  Methodists 
over  the  U.S.,  through  the  National 
Division.  McCurdy  has  both  elemen¬ 
tary  and  high  school  units. 

The  McCurdy  buildings  represent 
the  second  major  building  program  at 
the  Northern  New  Mexico  Mission 
within  two  years.  In  January,  1971,  a 
$2,200,000  addition  was  completed  at 
the  Espanola  Hospital,  another  unit  of 
the  Mission.  Scheduled  for  dedication 
March  11  is  another  unit  of  the  hos¬ 
pital,  an  outpatient-emergency  service 
wing. 
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QUOTABLE  QUOTES 

“Global  is  a  big  word.  We  need  to 
be  reminded  of  our  littleness.  We  are 
not  alone  in  the  world.  God  works 
through  many  agents.  We  should  not 
be  messianic  minded,  but  servant 
minded.”  —  The  Rev.  Emilio  Castro, 
president  of  the  Uruguayan  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Methodist  Church. 


program.  Attendance  will  be  limited 
to  170  persons,  including  all  members 
of  the  Evangelism  Committee,  general 
officers  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  other  designated  representa¬ 
tives. 

Following  this  consultation,  seven 
regional  evangelism  congresses  will  be 
held  during  1974.  These  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  persons  from  those 
areas,  which  include  Australasia,  Eur¬ 
ope  and  the  British  Isles,  Africa,  Latin 
America,  North  America,  Southern 
Asia  (India,  Pakistan,  Ceylon),  and 
Southeast  Asia  and  Philippines.  The 
regional  congresses  will  involve  signi¬ 
ficantly  larger  gatherings  of  evange¬ 
lism  leaders  than  the  international 
consultation. 

To  undergird  the  entire  program  with 
Bible  study,  the  committee  is  arrang¬ 
ing  to  ask  the  participating  units  to 
share  in  a  world-wide  study  of  Jesus, 
based  on  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  during 
Lent  in  1974.  Plans  call  for  a  simple 
study  guide  for  possible  six  to  eight 
weeks’  use. 

Next  meeting  of  the  Evangelism 
Committee  has  been  set  for  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  May  2-4. 
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DR.  COLIN  MORRIS  EXPECTED 
TO  HEAD  BRITISH 
METHODISM’S  MISSIONS 
PROGRAM 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)^  ^  A  British 
missionary/preacher/author,  known  to 
United  Methodists  in  America  through 
his  speaking  at  gatherings  in  this  coun¬ 
try  and  through  his  books,  is  expected 
to  be  the  next  head  of  the  worldwide 
missionary  program  of  British  Metho¬ 
dism. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Colin  Morris,  since 
1969  minister  of  historic  Wesley’s 
Chapel  in  London,  has  been  nominated 
by  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Missionary  Society  as  its  general 
secretary,  according  to  Methodist  Re¬ 
corder,  British  weekly  journal.  The 
Society,  with  offices  in  London,  has 
missionaries  and  relationships  in  mis¬ 
sion  with  Methodist  and  United 
churches  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America. 
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Deaconesses/home 
missionaries  on 
Travel  Seminar 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  With  the 
focus  on  “our  responsibility  to  pro¬ 
mote  world  development  and  world 
community,”  14  United  Methodist 
deaconesses  and  home  missionaries 
were  scheduled  to  leave  the  U.S.  Jan. 
6  on  a  five-week  travel  seminar  to  the 
South  Paciffc, 

It  is  in  line  with  past  travel  sem¬ 
inars  whicft  have  taken  deaconesses  to 
Europe,  the  Holy  Land  and  various 
parts  of  the  U.S.  The  1973  travel  sem¬ 
inar  was  authorized  by  the  Committee 
on  Deaconess/Home  Missionary  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  National  Division,  Board  of 
Global  Miniaries. 

The  major  stop  on  the  travel  semi¬ 
nar  will  be  Christchurch,  New  Zealand, 
where  the  group  will  attend  the  South 
East  Asia}  Regional  Conference  of 
DIAKONIA  (World  Federation  of 
Deaconess  Associations)  Jan.  16-23. 
The  group  will  participate  with  dea¬ 
conesses  from  Southeast  Asia  and  the 
South  Pacific  in  the  meeting  whose 
theme  is  “The  Gospel  —  and  the  Life 
of  Service.” 

Before  and  after  Christchurch,  the 
group  will  visit  church  work  and  con¬ 
fer  with  Christian  leaders  in  Australia, 
Samoa,  Fiji,  Tahiti  and  Hawaii,  as  well 
as  New  Zealand. 
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NON-SECTARIAN  AGENCIES  URGED  TO  WORK  WITH 
RELIGIOUS  COMMUNITY  TO  BENEFIT  OLDER  PERSONS 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)— Dr. 
Arthur  S.  Flemming,  special  consul¬ 
tant  to  the  President  on  the  aging, 
urged  non-sectarian  organizations 
working  with  and  for  older  persons  to 
join  forces  with  the  religious  commun- 

ity. 

Addressing  the  National  Forum  of 
State  Legislators  on  Older  Americans, 
Dr.  Fleming  told  of  a  93-year-old  res¬ 
ident  of  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  George 
Black,  an  expert  in  making  bricks  by 
hand. 

Aware  of  his  expertise,  the  govern¬ 
ment  made  it  possible  for  him  to  go  to 
Ghana  and  Latin  America  to  teach 
others  how  to  make  bricks.  When  Mr. 
Black  returned  to  this  country,  he  met 
with  President  Nixon,  and  during  the 
meeting  he  told  the  President  he  al¬ 
ways  prayed  his  last  days  would  be  his 
best. 

“That  is  the  prayer  of  millions  of 
older  persons  throughout  our  nation,” 


said  Dr.  Flemming,  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  who  was  secretary  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  during  the  Eisenhower  Ad¬ 
ministration. 

“But  God  is  going  to  be  able  to  an¬ 
swer  those  prayers  only  as  we  give 
Him  the  opportunity  of  working  in  and 
through  our  lives,”  he  said.  “We’ll  give 
Him  that  opportimity  only  as  we  trust 
not  in  our  own  strength,  but  in  the 
strength  that  He  alone  can  give. 

“This  is  why  I  believe  that  those 
of  us  who  are  committed  to  the  field 
of  aging  must  work  hand  in  hand  with 
the  religious  community  as  we  seek  to 
strengthen  the  spiritual  foundations  of 
our  nation  so  that  more  and  more  of 
our  people  without  regard  to  age  will 
apply  the  commandment,  ‘Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,’  and  wUl 
replace  in  the  lives  of  older  persons 
despair  with  hope,”  he  said. 
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In  Lumbarton,  N.C.,  an  American  Indian  pastor  directs  students  in 
a  door-to-door  canvass  for  the  Robeson  County  Church  and  Com¬ 
munity  Center  to  learn  the  needs  of  families  in  that  area.  Robeson 
is  one  of  the  state’s  largest  counties,  with  a  tri-racial  population 
of  91,000  and  a  "poverty”  designation  for  39%  of  its  families.  Our 
Human  Relations  Day  Offering  will  help  continue  the  work  of  such 
programs.  (W.  F.  Cox) 

VMVS  to  receive  largest  share 
in  Human  Relations  Day  offering 


United  Methodists  requested  to 
help  in  Nicaraguan  emergency 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  A  program 
launched  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  open  channels  for  voluntary 
service,  especially  by  youth  and  young 
adults,  ends  its  first  four  years  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  with  1,155  volunteers  having 
participated  in  the  nationwide  endeav¬ 
or.  Their  varied  activities  have  ranged 
from  day-care  center  service  to  legal 
aid  to  working  with  minority  groups. 

United  Methodist  Voluntary  Serv¬ 
ice  (UMVS)  has  been  one  of  the  major 
thrusts  of  United  Methodism’s  1968- 
72  Quadrennial  Emphasis,  “A  New 
Church  for  a  New  World,”  and  a  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  quadrennial  Fund  for 
Reconciliation,  to  which  United  Meth¬ 
odists  thus  far  have  given  more  than 
$13,000,000  on  a  $20,000,000  goal. 

In  his  last  report  for  the  quadren- 
nium,  the  Rev.  Randle  B.  Dew  of  New 
York,  UMVS  executive  secretary,  es¬ 
timated  the  total  value  of  the  program 
at  $4,620,000  and  said  volunteers  have 
worked  about  2,310,000  hours,  with 
the  UMVS  cost  per  volunteer  figured 
at  60  cents  an  hour.  The  UMVS  pro¬ 
gram  was  under  the  over-all  policy 


NEW  YORK  (UMI) — Dropping  of 
a  deportation  order  against  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  Bolivia,  the 
first  layman  to  head  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Uruguay  and  opening  of  a 
12-story  Methodist  office  building  in 
La  Paz,  Bolivia,  are  reported  by  a 
United  Methodist  mission  executive 
returned  from  Latin  America. 

Just  after  the  Rev.  Paul  McCleary 
got  back  to  New  York  in  early  De¬ 
cember,  he  received  word  that  an  in¬ 
cident  had  ended  in  Bolivia.  A  de¬ 
portation  order  against  the  Rev.  Le- 
Grand  Smith  II,  director  of  the  La 
Paz  Institute,  a  Methodist  school,  was 
rescinded  following  a  defense  by  Mr. 
Smith  and  Methodist  officials  against 
charges  lodged  against  him.  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Cleary  said. 

On  Nov.  15  Mr.  Smith  was  told  by 
the  government  of  Gen.  Hugo  Banzer 
he  would  have  to  leave  Bolivia  Nov. 
16  because  of  government  charges  in¬ 


guidance  of  the  Quadrennial  Empha¬ 
sis  Committee  and  lodged  for  admin¬ 
istration  in  the  National  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  (now  part  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries). 

The  1972  General  Conference  felt 
UMVS  was  important  enough  to  be 
continued,  and  made  it  the  largest  ben- 
eficiai7  program  in  the  new  Human 
Relations  Day  offering  to  be  received 
annually,  1973-76,  in  United  Metho¬ 
dist  congregations  in  late  January.  Sug¬ 
gested  date  for  1973  is  January  28. 

As  for  winding  up  the  1968-72 
quadrennium,  Mr.  Dew  reported  ex¬ 
penditures  totaling  $1,375,000  of  an 
allocated  $1,500,000  from  the  Fund 
for  Reconciliation.  Of  disbursements, 
he  said,  $750,000  went  for  subsistence 
payment  of  volunteers  (75  per  cent  to 
minority  persons),  $31(),000  for  train¬ 
ing  (considered  an  integral  part  of 
service),  $38,000  for  insurance  and 
other  volunteers’  benefits,  and  $277,- 
000  for  program  development  and  ad¬ 
ministration. 
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eluding  that  arms  had  been  stored  in 
the  school  and  that  he  had  made  “in¬ 
discreet  statements”  about  Uruguay 
and  Brazil,  Dr.  McCleary  explained. 
Church  officials  asked  the  aid  of  the 
U.S.  Ambassador,  and  through  his  of¬ 
fices  a  two-week  delay  was  granted. 

Church  leaders  sought  the  right  of 
Mr.  Smith  and  the  church  to  make 
statements  of  defense;  the  right  was 
granted,  and  statements  were  given  to 
government  officials.  Following  the 
statements  and  perhaps  other  factors, 
the  deportation  order  was  dropped 
early  in  December,  Dr.  McCleary 
said. 

In  Uruguay,  the  departure  of  the 
Rev.  Emilio  Castro  to  become  head 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Division  of  World  Mission  and  Evan¬ 
gelism  left  the  Methodist  Church  with¬ 
out  a  president.*  Succeeding  Mr.  Castro 
as  president  is  Luis  Odell,  first  layman 
to  head  the  church  which  became 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  United 
Methodists  are  being  asked  to  respond 
both  to  the  immediate  emergency  and 
to  “second  wave”  needs -following  the 
disastrous  earthquake  in  Managua, 
Nicaragua. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR),  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  is  working  with  Church 
World  Service  (CWS),  interdenomina¬ 
tional  Protestant  relief  agency,  in  seek¬ 
ing  an  immediate  $500,000.  “United 
Methodists  will  be  expected  to  con¬ 
tribute  a  substantial  share  of  the  CWS 
goal,”  said  UMCOR  associate  general 
secretary,  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Harry 
Haines. 

Several  bishops  already  are  writing 
the  churches  in  their  areas  asking  for 
special  offerings  to  be  received  for 
Nicaragua  relief.  Dr.  Haines  said,  add¬ 
ing  that  United  Methodists  should  send 
gifts,  marked  “UMCOR  Nicaragua 
Earthquake  Relief,”  to: 

Dr.  Bryan  Brawner,  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration,  1200  Davis 
Street,  Evanston,  Illinois  60201. 

Standing  by  ready  to  go  if  needed  to 
Nicaragua  —  or  perhaps  to  some  evac¬ 
uation  area  such  as  neighboring  Costa 
Rica,  where  there  are  now  an  estimated 
9,000  refugees  —  is  a  team  of  doctors 
recruited  by  Dr.  Michael  Watson, 
Bamberg,  S.C.,  a  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  member  who  has  organized  vol¬ 
unteer  medical  teams  to  Latin  America 


autonomous  in  1969.  He  has  been 
vice-president.  Mr.  Odell  is  administra¬ 
tor  of  Methodist-related  Crandon  In¬ 
stitute  in  Montevideo.  He  is  considered 
a  founder  of  ISAL,  interdenominational 
Pfotestant  church  and  society  move¬ 
ment  in  Latin  America,  and  has  been 
active  in  the  YMCA  (Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association).  A  daughter  is 
a  doctor  and  a  son  is  a  Methodist 
urban  pastor  in  Argentina. 

Such  a  post  is  unusual  for  a  layman 
in  Methodist-related  churches  in  Latin 
America,  though  layman  Diogo  Ruiz, 
an  actuary  from  Sao  Paulo,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  General  Council  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Brazil.  The 
Council  is  the  policy-making  body  for 
the  church  between  General  Confer¬ 
ences. 

In  Bolivia,  Methodist  news  of  a 
different  kind  has  been  made  recently. 
Dr.  McCleary  reported.  In  November, 
a  12-story  Methodist  office  building 
was  opened,  a  building  which  was  in 
the  planning  stage  while  Dr.  McCleary 
was  still  a  missionary  to  Bolivia  in 
1968. 

The  building  houses  offices  of  the 
Bolivia  Methodist  Church  including 
Bishop  Mortimer  Arias,  a  denomina¬ 
tional  bookstore,  commercially  rented 
space  and  a  store  selling  products  of 
a  Methodist-sponsored  enterprise  in 
indigenous  economic  development.  A 
home  weaving  industry  making  pon¬ 
chos,  blankets,  rugs  and  other  goods 
helps  families  increase  income.  Started 
under  Methodist  auspices,  the  products 
are  sold  not  only  in  Bolivia  but  in  the 
U.S.  and  Germany,  Dr.  McCleary 
said. 

Dr.  McCleary  joined  the  staff  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  September  as  assistant 
general  secretary  for  Latin  America. 


and  the  Caribbean  in  recent  years. 

Though  UMCOR  is  working  on  im¬ 
mediate  relief  as  needed  through  CWS, 
perhaps  the  greater  need  will  be  in  the 
“second  wave”  or  “middle  relief”  peri¬ 
od  two  weeks  to  a  few  months  after 
the  quake.  Dr.  Haines  said.  By  then, 
if  the  1970  Peru  earthquake  exper¬ 
ience  is  a  guide,  many  of  the  immedi¬ 
ate  emergency  relief  teams  may  be  on 
the  way  home,  leaving  the  job  of  re¬ 
habilitation  and  rebuilding,  he  said. 

“Then  agencies  such  as  UMCOR 
will  be  needed  to  provide  both  material 
aid  and  personnel  in  the  difficult  task 
of  rehabilitation,”  Dr.  Haines  said. 
“The  need  for  funds  in  the  immediate 
future  for  the  care  of  refugees,  and  to 
help  them  rebuild  their  homes  and 
lives,  is  urgent.” 

CWS  announced  it  has  gathered 
large  amounts  of  food  and  medical 
supplies  and  has  prepared  for  air  flight 
10,000  blankets,  100,000  pounds  of 
used  clothing  and  2,000,()00  water 
purification  tablets  when  adequate  dis¬ 
tribution  facilities  can  receive  the  ma¬ 
terials.  CWS  also  said  ecumenical 
emergency  committees  of  the  churches 
have  been  formed  in  Nicaragua  and 
Costa  Rica. 

There  is  no  Methodist  work  in  Nic¬ 
aragua;  thus  Methodist  churches  and 
personnel  were  not  involved  in  the  dis¬ 
aster. 
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BISHOP  PAUL  NEFF  GARBER 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— Bishop  Paul 
Neff  Garber,  who  was  resident  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  of  Europe  and  North  Af¬ 
rica  in  the  years  immediately  follow¬ 
ing  World  War  II,  died  in  a  Geneva 
hospital  Dec.  18,  at  the  age  of  73, 
the  denomination’s  U.S.  headquarters 
reported  here. 

When  he  arrived  in  Algiers  in 
March,  1945,  Bishop  Garber  became 
the  first  resident  Methodist  bishop  of 
the  area  since  1939.  In  1946,  he  be¬ 
came  the  first  representative  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  to  estab¬ 
lish  personal  contact  with  churches  in 
Yugoslavia. 

During  his  years  of  service  to  the 
Church,  Bishop  Garber  held  a  variety 
of  educational  posts.  He  was  dean  of 
Duke  University  Divinity  School  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  from  1941-44,  and 
president  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Education  from  1960-61. 

He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  church- 
related  higher  education.  In  a  1959 
speech.  Bishop  Garber  declared  that 
“wise  American  leaders  in  all  walks 
of  life  have  come  to  realize  the  true 
values  of  Methodist  and  other  church- 
related  colleges  and  universities  in  the 
American  way  of  life.” 

He  served  as  Methodist  bishop  of 
the  Richmond  Area  from  1951  to 
1964,  when  he  became  bishop  of  the 
newly  created  Raleigh  Area.  From 
1963-64  he  was  president  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops. 

After  retiring  from  the  episcopacy 
in  1968,  Bishop  Garber  returned  to 
Geneva  to  live.  The  following  year  he 
became  the  first  general  secretary  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  there, 
and  served  on  an  acting  basis  until 
the  Rev.  Ole  Borgen  succeeded  him 
in  January  1970. 


Good  news  comes  from  Bolivia 
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Participants  in  Dec.  24  Home¬ 
coming  at  Taylor’s  Chapel  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  in  Pleas¬ 
ant  Hill.  Left  to  right:  Adolph 
Spencer,  the  Rev.  Sidney  Irving, 
pastor.  Nelson  Conner,  and  Mrs. 
Pearl  Hall.  The  pastor  presented 
the  message,  and  other  churches 
in  the  area  took  part  in  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  congregation’s 
83rd  anniversary. 


Letter  from 
Pat  O’Brien 
‘for  all  year' 

Suddenly  light  dawns  that  I’m 
a  joke,  silly,  stupid,  or  just  kid¬ 
ding  myself  or  feeding  my  ego 
to  continue  year  after  year  writ¬ 
ing  this  same  warning  letter  tak¬ 
ing  up  space  in  those  newspapers 
kind  enough  to  print  it. 

The  light  of  this  one  candle 
is  feeble  indeed  compared  with 
the  great  glow  created  by  the 
hundreds  of  colorful  pages  of 
advertising  in  national  magazines 
and  thousands  of  billboards  pro¬ 
claiming  the  joys  of  ALCO¬ 
HOLIC  SPIRITS,  even  in  pov¬ 
erty  areas.  But  maybe  one  per¬ 
son  may  read  and  heed  my  mes¬ 
sage. 

For  the  alcoholic  one  drink  is 
too  many  and  a  thousand  not 
enough.  Many  will  succumb  mak¬ 
ing  a  shambles  of  their  homes. 
Others  will  resist  bringing  real 
Christmas  spirit  to  their  families. 

Good  men  and  women  will 
follow  these  simple  rules: — 

1.  DONT  COAX:  He,  who  re¬ 
fuses,  may  be  an  alchoholic. 

2.  DONT  PRETEND:  If  punch, 
egg-nog,  or  cake  contains  al¬ 
cohol,  say  so. 

3.  DO  SERVE  NON-ALCO¬ 
HOLIC  BEVERAGES  TOO. 

4.  DO  CALL  A  CAB:  If  a  guest 
drinks  too  much — You  may 
save  a  life. 

5.  DO  CALL  ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS:  For  anyone 
who  wants  to  stop  drinking. 

6.  DO  RUSH  ACUTELY  ILL 
PEOPLE  TO  THE  HOS¬ 
PITAL:  Some  alcoholics  take 
a  drug  and  if  they  drink  they 
can  get  very  sick  and  even  die. 
If  you  agree  that  these  rules 

are  reasonable  and  sensible  why 
not  join  with  me  and  others  in 
an  effort  to  develop  common 
sense  attitudes  about  the  use, 
abuse  and  non-use  of  ALCO¬ 
HOLIC  DRINKS,  not  just  at 
Christmas  but  throughout  the 
year  in  all  phases  of  life? 

Pat  O’Brien,  Former  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Louisiana  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Alcoholism,  2160  Ter¬ 
race  Avenue,  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
70806. 


The  large  Advent  candle  shown  here  was  created  by  the  melting 
of  candles  brought  to  Broadmoor  Church  in  Shreveport  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation.  The  candle  was  lighted  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  Dec.  3  to  usher  in  the  Advent  season.  The  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Choir  presented  a  special  program  of  choral  music.  The 
Rev.  Jack  Cooke  is  minister. 
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Mrs.  Gary  Boone  explains  to  her 
small  daughter  the  significance 
of  the  Advent  wreath  at  Wesley 
Chapel  (Ruston)  Candlelighting 
Service.  The  Rey.  W.  0.  Lynch, 
Jr.,  is  pastor. , 
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DR.  HENRY  A.  RICKEY 
ANNOUNCES  UNUSUAL  TOUR 


Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey  announces 
that  he  will  conduct  “a  most  unusual 
22-day  tour,”  departing  from  New  Or¬ 
leans  on  Sept.  18,  1973.  The  tour  par¬ 
ty  will  travel  via  New  York  to  Por¬ 
tugal,  Spain,  and  Morocco.  They  will 
visit  Lisbon,  Seville,  Tangier,  Fez, 
Malaga,  Granada,  Toledo  and  Madrid. 
The  next  phase  of  the  tour  will  include 
a  flight  to  Athens  for  several  days  of 
sight-seeing,  after  which  the  party  will 
board  a  new  cruise  ship,  “The  Atlas,” 
for  a  seven-day  cruise  from  Athens 
and  the  Greek  Islands  to  Istanbul,  and 
return.  Crete,  Rhodes,  Ephesus,  Delos 
and  Mykonos  will  then  be  visited  be¬ 
fore  the  flight  home  from  Athens. 

The  cost  for  the  22-day  tour  is 
$1,250  from  New  Orleans.  Reserva¬ 
tions  should  be  made  promptly  with 
Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  3300  Eton,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70114. 
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The  live  nativity  scene  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans  which  greeted  passersby  on  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday 
(Dec.  15,  16,  17).  The  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow  is  pastor  at  First 
Church. 


This  group  of  “Blue  Bird’’  girls 
at  Wesley  Church  in  Sulphur  as¬ 
sisted  by  their  counselors,  Mrs. 
Anita  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Diane  Clarke, 
and  Mrs.  Peggy  East  is  shown 
making  Christmas  gifts  for  oth¬ 
ers.  The  Rev.  Walter  M.  Clarke 
is  pastor  at  Wesley  Church. 


AT  THE 


OF  RUSTON 


MAXWELL'S  RESTAURANT 


Serving  Buffet  Each  Sunday 
After  Church  -  Noon 


John  Maxwell 
Your  Host  and 
Innkeeper 


Interstate  20 


ENJOY  SWEET  ONIONS!!! 

NEW  BLUE  RIBBON  ASSORTMENT  - 
600  SWEET  ONION  PLANTS  WITH  FREE 
PLANTING  GUIDE  $4.80  POSTPAID. 
TEXAS  ONION  PLANT  COMPANY 
‘‘home  of  the  sweet  onion” 

ONE  ONION  PLACE,  FARMERSVILLE, 
TEXAS  75031. 
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SCHOLARSHIP  RECIPIENTS 


A  scene  from  pre-Christmas  “Work  Night”  at  Southside 
Church  in  Monroe.  The  church’s  youth  waxed  and  decorated 
the  Youth  Bus  in  preparation  for  the  downtown  Christmas 
parade,  during  which  they  tossed  candy  to  eager  children 
along  the  parade  route.  Bible  verses  were  attached  to  most 
of  the  40  pounds  dispensed  along  the  way  as  youth  sang 
Cnristmas  carols.  The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  the  minister  at 
Southside. 


The  Junior  High  UMY  is 
shown  singing  Christmas 
Carols  during  the  annual 
church-wide  Christmas 
party  at  Grace  Church  in 
Ruston.  Under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Miss  Deborah 
McGehee  they  presented 
a  program  of  appreciation 
to  various  members  of 
the  church.  The  Rev.  W. 
0.  Lynch,  Jr.  pastor. 


Seven  university  students  took  part  in  the  Student  Recognition 
service  at  Simpson  Church  in  Lake  Charles  on  Sunday  morning, 
Dec.  31.  (Standing,  left  to  right)  the  Rev.  Stone  Caraway,  minis¬ 
ter,  Donna  Mims,  Anne  Soileau,  Chris  Stutes,  Denise  Gore,  and 
Mark  Claudel;  (seated)  Craig  Hebert  and  Martha  Nelson.  Speak¬ 
ers  were  Claudel  and  Hebert,  who  spoke  on  “Religion  on  the 
University  Campus”  and  “The  World,  Past,  Present  and  Future 
from  the  Youth  Perspective.” 

t 


ABOVE:  Jay  Coder,  minister  of  youth  at  Aurora  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  shows  young  churchman  how  to  “play  the  game”  during  a  Christ¬ 
mas  Family  Workshop  at  the  church,  where  gifts  and  souvenirs  were 
made  to  give  to  the  institutions  of  the  city.  BELOW:  Other  workers 
busily  engrossed  in  workshop  project.  Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey  is  pastor 
at  Aurora. 


and  to  work  so  I  may  be,  through  my 
living,  a  witness  to  my  fellow  men  for 
the  Christian  way  of  life.” 

Deborah  Deane  of  Alexandria,  who 
has  since  left  Centenary,  said  this: 
“My  work  at  Centenary  is  goaled  to¬ 
ward  an  elementary  education  certifi¬ 
cate.  But  I  want  to  specialize  in  a 
Christian  Education  area  with  this 
undergraduate  work  and  perhaps  some 
study  in  special  education  .  .  .  More 
and  more  1  am  considering  going  on 
to  seminary  before  going  into  the  spe¬ 
cial  education  field  .  .  .  This  is  a  future 
in  which  I  could  grow  and  relate  with 
people. 

“This  Scholarship  (Daughenbaugh) 
makes  it  possible  for  me  to  attend 
Centenary  which  I  feel  is  one  of  the 
finest  schools  in  the  nation  and  I’m 
very  proud  to  be  there.” 

Shirley  Miller  of  New  Orleans  said 
this:  “At  Centenary  College,  I’m  not 
a  number,  or  a  person  who  sits  in  the 
third  desk  on  the  second  row  in  math 
class,  or  a  girl  who  lives  on  the  second 
floor  of  James  Dormitory  at  the  end 
of  the  hall.  I’m  me,  Shirley  Miller,  an 
individual  not  just  part  of  a  group. 
Because  I  can  be  an  individual  at  Cen¬ 
tenary,  because  I  can  be  myself,  I  have 


room  to  grow,  to  search  out  myself, 
and  to  be  accepted  for  being  me.” 

“As  far  as  my  future  is  concerned 
...”  I  am  an  education  major,  and 
will  therefore  be  a  teacher  on  the  ele¬ 
mentary  level  ...  I  am  interested  in 
the  education  of  the  Indians,  but  I 
haven’t  made  any  definite  decisions  on 
teaching  in  this  area.  I  hope  I  can  be 
a  better  than  average  teacher.  By  this 
I  mean  I  hope  I  can  not  only  teach 
the  basic  reading,  writing,  and  arith¬ 
metic,  but  also,  the  more  important 
things  in  life.  But  giving  that  a  second 
thought,  how  could  I  possibly  teach 
love  for  mankind,  love  for  God  and 
love  for  nature?  I  can’t  teach  this  love, 
but  live  it,  and  hope  that  maybe  at 
least  one  child  will  learn  and  feel  my 
love  for  him  ...  I  hope  that  they  (the 
children)  can  grow  up  with  the  love  we 
all  need  to  give  and  to  receive:  the 
love  we  learn  from  God.” 

Debbie  Cox,  from  Alexandria, 
writes:  “I  am  active  in  the  Methodist 
Student  Movement,  my  sorority — Al¬ 
pha  Xi  Delta,  and  am  serving  on  the 
council  of  the  Women’s  Student  Gov¬ 
ernment  Association.  I  am  employed 
by  the  college  as  a  dormitory  resident 
assistant  and  receive  valuable  training 


.  .  .  from  this.” 

“Centenary  is  the  best  place  for  me 
.  .  .  Centenary  offers  me  the  most  in 
the  way  of  educational  opportunities 
and  personal  involvement  that  I  could 
ask  for.  I  am  majoring  in  English  and 
plan  to  graduate  with  teacher  certifi¬ 
cation.  This  summer  (1972)  I  will  be 
writing  to  seminaries  to  see  what  they 
might  offer  to  me.  I  see  changes  in 
this  world  and  I  see  the  church  slowly 
adapting  to  fill  and  meet  changing 
needs.  Working  with  the  church,  seems 
to  me,  right  now,  to  be  what  I  would 


like  to  do.  In  what  capacity,  I  am 
unsure.  The  roles  for  women  in  church- 
related  vocations  are  so  undefined 
right  now  that  I  cannot  see  very  clearly 
ahead.  I  know  that  whatever  I  do  with 
myself,  the  church  will  be  within  my 
life  work.” 

These  are  now  four  girls  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  on  the  Scholarship: 
Debbie  Cox,  Shirley  Miller,  and  two 
new  recipients,  Sylvia  Lee  Miles  of 
Lafayette,  a  senior  and  Ramona  Spil- 
man  of  Sulphur,  a  sophomore, 
t 
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Dr.  Virgil  Morris 

reveals  plans  for 

retirement 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  (UMI) 
— Virgil  D.  Morris,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  eight-state  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  since  1960,  has  announced  that 
he  will  retire  from  the  active  ministry 
in  June. 

A  ministerial  member  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference,  Dr.  Morris  an¬ 
nounced  that  as  an  approved  missioner 
of  the  Division  of  Evangelism  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  he  plans  to 
actively  participate  in  Key  73  through 
its  New  Life  Mission  program  with 
possible  overseas  service  in  the  1974- 
75  evangelism  emphasis  of  the  World 
Methodist  Conference. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  are  building  a 
home  at  Ozarks  Methodist  Manor  in 
Marionville,  Mo. 

Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe,  Dallas, 
Tex.,  is  chairman  of  the  Jurisdiction’s 
personnel  committee  which  will  be  ar¬ 
ranging  for  a  successor  to  Dr.  Morris. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  P.  Blake,  Wichita, 
Kans.,  chairman  of  the  Jurisdictional 
Council  on  Ministries  praised  Dr. 
Morris,  particularly  for  his  role  in 
leadership  training.  “We  are  one  of 
two  jurisdictions  in  the  church  which 
have  had  executive  secretaries  and  we 
are  where  we  are  today  in  leadership 
development  much  to  the  credit  of 
Dr.  Morris.”  he  said.  “Because  of  his 
eagerness  and  persistence  we  have  been 
able  to  assist  annual  conferences  effec- 
tivly  with  their  leadership  training  and 
development.” 

Dr.  John  Wesley  Hardt,  Beaumont, 
Tex.,  chairman  of  the  Jurisdictional 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion,  echoed  Mr.  Blake’s  praise  of  Dr. 
Morris. 

“All  of  us  who  have  had  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  working  with  Dr.  Morris  ap¬ 
preciate  the  spirit  of  cooperation  and 
real  dedication  he  has  exhibited 
through  the  years,”  he  said.  “I  have 
worked  closely  with  him  for  the  past 
eight  years  and  have  found  him  always 
to  be  concerned  for  what  is  best  for 
the  church.” 

Dr.  Hardt  also  expressed  appreci¬ 
ation  for  Mrs.  Morris.  “They  have 
truly  been  a  team  in  this  work.” 

Next  meeting  of  the  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  is  scheduled  for  February  1 9-20 

Please  turn  to  page  2 

Fire  destroys 
Denham  Springs 
sanctuary 

The  sanctuary  of  the  Denham 
Springs  United  Methodist  Church  was 
destroyed  by  fire  early  Saturday,  Jan. 
13.  Discovered  at  5:00  a.m.,  the  fire 
Was  controlled  before  it  damaged  the 
educational  building.  Denham  Springs 
wj^  covered  with  the  first  snow  in  ten 
years  and  the  temperature  was  below 
freezing,  hampering  the  firemen. 

The  sanctuary  was  built  in  1953 
and  was  worth  over  $150,000.  Iron¬ 
ically,  the  church  newsletter  “Glad 
Tidings,”  printed  Jan.  9,  printed  the 
announcement  that  the  Rev.  Carey 
Martin’s  sermon  topic  for  Jan.  14  was 
to  be  “Half  Baked  Cakes.” 
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Structure  Study  Committee 
sets  open  hearings  bycecasind 


What  changes  do  YOU  believe 
should  be  made  in  the  structure  of 
our  Louisiana  Conference? 

You  and  I  and  others  of  the  139,000 
United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  present  om 
views  and  ideas  on  re-structure  at  two 
open  hearings  scheduled  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  state  this  month  and  next. 

The  first  open  hearing  for  those 
d^iring  to  give  their  side  of  the  story 
will  be  held  at  University  Church,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  Saturday,  Jan.  27,  begin¬ 
ning  at  10  a.m.  The  second  open  hear¬ 
ing  will  be  held  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  in  Ruston,  on  Satur¬ 
day,  Feb.  10,  also  beginning  at  10  a.m. 

To  quote  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
chairman  of  the  Structure  Study 
Committee,  “The  purpose  of  the  hear¬ 
ings  will  be  to  give  any  minister  or 
member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  with  the  Committee  any  mat¬ 
ters  of  information,  opinion  or  sug¬ 
gestions  concerning  structure  which 
they  want  to  share  with  the  Commit¬ 
tee.” 


1.  The  Committee  invites  all  min¬ 
isters  and  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  who 
wish  to  do  so  to  make  a  presentation 
to  the  Committee  on  either  Jan.  27  or 
Feb.  10.  The  Committee  will  stay  in 
session  on  these  days  imtil  all  who 
wish  to  be  heard  have  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  make  their  presentation. 

2.  Oral  presentation  from  each  per¬ 
son  should  be  limited  to  10  minutes. 
Additional  written  material  will  be 
gladly  received  by  the  Committee  and 
whenever  possible  the  presenter  is  re¬ 
quested  to  make  a  copy  available  to 
each  member  of  the  Committee,  (fif¬ 
teen  copies). 

3.  Members  of  the  Committee  dur¬ 
ing  the  hearings  will  ask  questions  for 
clarification  of  the  presentations  but 
will  not,  during  the  hearings,  engage 
in  any  evaluation  of  ideas  expressed. 

Letters  have  gone  out  to  all  pastors, 
lay  leaders,  other  lay  officials  of  local 
churches,  district  and  conference  lead¬ 
ers,  inviting  them  to  let  the  Commit¬ 
tee  know  if  and  when  they  would  like 


TWO  CHURCHES  ADOPTING 
EVERY-FAMILY-PLAN  SEND 
ADVANCE  REPORTS 

The  first  and  second  subscrip¬ 
tion  lists  for  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  to  reach  the  Little 
Rock  office  were  from  churches 
that  are  sending  the  church  paper 
to  every  family.  The  first  check 
was  from  the  Angie  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Hammond  District, 
served  by  the  Rev.  Karl  Wood. 

The  DeRidder  congregation  is 
going  on  the  every-family  plan 
(which  gives  the  reduced  rate  of 
$2.50  per  subscription)  for  the 
first  time.  In  addition  to  the  39 
renewals,  DeRidder  has  sent  in 
the  names  of  250  new  subscribers. 
The  Rev.  W.  Odell  Simmons  is 
the  pastor. 

We  trust  all  of  the  churches 
will  be  actively  involved  in  the 
1973  Circulation  Campaign  by 
the  time  this  issue  reaches  you. 
The  first  regular  report  of  results 
will  appear  in  the  issue  dated 
Feb.  1  and  will  include  all  re¬ 
ports  received  in  our  office 
through  Friday,  Jan.  26.  We  hope 
that  a  large  number  of  you  will 
get  your  initial  subscription  re¬ 
ports  in  the  mail  so  that  we  may 
have  them  in  time  for  our  Re¬ 
port  No.  1. 

We  appreciate  all  that  you  are 
doing  in  behalf  of  the  Campaign. 

— ^Alfred  A.  Knox, 
Editor 


to  make  a  presentation. 

Once  again,  the  dates  for  open  hear¬ 
ings  before  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Structure  Study  Committee  are; 

January  27,  (Saturday)  University 
Church,  Baton  Rouge — 10:00  a.m. 
February  10,  (Saturday)  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston — 10:00  a.m. 
t 


Participants  in  Jan.  7  dedication  at  Vidalia  United  Methodist  Church  (left 
to  right)  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Bengtson,  pastor;  W.  F.  Johnson,  president  of 
me  Board  of  Truestes;  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield;  the  Rev.  Clyde  S. 
Clark,  Alexandria  District  superintendent. 

Vidalia  Church  dedicated 


“These  hearings  will  be  a  part  of 
the  data  gathering  process  in  which 
the  Committee  is  attempting  to  take 
into  account  the  ideas  and  thinking  of 
as  many  people  as  possible  in  its  study 
of  the  Conference  Structure  before 
formulating  recommendations  to  be 
made  to  the  Annual  Conference. 

The  Committee  has  agreed  on  these 
guidelines  for  the  hearings: 

SMU  Ministers' 

Week,  Feb.  5-8 

A  specialist  in  the  field  of  sociology 
and  religion,  and  a  professor  of  preach¬ 
ing  will  join  three  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  alumni  as  lecturers  for 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  38th 
annual  Ministers’  Week,  in  Dallas, 
Tex.,  Feb.  5-8. 

Several  hundred  ministers  and  other 
churchmen  from  throughout  the  eight- 
state  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  expected 
to  participate  in  the  four-day  program. 

Dr.  C.  Eric  Lincoln,  professor  of 
Sociology  and  Religion  at  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  N.Y.,  will  deliver 
the  Fondren  Lectures.  The  four  lec¬ 
tures  will  deal  with  the  subject,  “The 
Fourth  Force:  Black  Religion  in  Amer¬ 
ican  Pluralism.” 

Dr.  Ronald  E.  Sleeth,  professor  of 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  led  the 
Service  of  Dedication  for  the  sanctuary 
and  education  building  of  the  Vidalia 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
Jan.  7,  during  the  11  a.m.  worship 
period. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  was  assisted  by 
the  Rev.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Alexandria  District  and 
the  Rev.  Bob  Bengtson,  minister.  The 
buildings  were  presented  for  dedica¬ 


tion  by  W.  F.  Johnson,  president  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  church. 

The  Vidalia  church  traces  its  heri¬ 
tage  to  the  year  1880  when  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Don  Jose  Vidal,  for  whom 
the  town  was  named,  donated  property 
for  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  The  original  building  burned 
and  a  second  building  was  erected.  In 
1930  this  building  was  moved  when 

Please  turn  to  page  7 


Charles  Walton  Dunbar  and  his  wife,  Juanice  Edwards  Dunbar 
are  shown  receiving  their  licenses  to  preach  at  their  home 
church,  Louisiana  Memorial,  Opelousas.  Presenting  the  li¬ 
censes  to  the  husband  and  wife  team  are  the  Rev.  Ken  Mc¬ 
Dowell!,  (left)  Lafayette  District  superintendent  and  Dr.  Jolly 
B.  Harper,  (right)  pastor.  The  Dunbars  have  completed  their 
first  year  at  Duke  University  Divinity  School. 
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Communications 

Conference 

cancelled 

A  “Communications  Conference” 
scheduled  for  Tuesday,  Jan.  9,  at  the 
Fontainebleau  Hotel  in  New  Orleans 
was  cancelled  due  to  the  sniper  inci¬ 
dent  in  the  downtown  area  of  New 
Orleans  the  Sunday  just  before  the 
event  was  to  take  place. 

It  was  felt  that  since  the  entire  news 
media  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  was 
involved  in  covering  the  incident,  it 
would  be  difficult  for  these  people  to 
attend  the  Conference,  and  those  who 
could  would  still  have  the  shocking 
incident  fresh  in  mind. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Communica¬ 
tions  Conference,  the  third  in  a  series 
held  in  several  of  the  larger  cities  of 
Louisiana,  can  be  scheduled  in  the 
future. 
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Preaching  at  Perkins,  will  present  the 
Peyton  Lectures  in  a  series  of  three 
■discourses  on  the  “Crises  in  Preach- 
ing.” 

TJie  Jackson  Lectures  will  include 
worship  services  in  a  variety  of  settings 
with  sermons  presented  by  three  Per¬ 
kins  alumni  who  presently  serve  pas¬ 
torates  within  the  jurisdiction.  These 
clergymen  are  Dr.  Joe  R.  Phillips, 
pastor  of  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  Dr. 
George  T.  Gardner,  West  Heights 
Unit^  Methodist  Church,  Wichita, 
Kans.,  and  Dr.  Dan  E.  Solomon,  St. 
John’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

The  Church  Music  Workshop  for 
musicians  and  pastors,  held  each  year 
immediately  preceding  Ministers’  Week 
is  scheduled  for  Feb.  4-8.  The  sessions 
will  be  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Carl¬ 
ton  R.  Young  of  the  Perkins  music 
faculty.  Preaching  and  music  work¬ 
shops  will  be  conducted  on  Tuesday 
an/ Wednesday  afternoons. 

iTie  Fondren  Lectures  were  estab¬ 
lished  in  1919  by  the  late  W.  W.  Fon¬ 
dren  and  Mrs.  Fondren  of  Houston, 
Tex.  The  annual  Peyton  Lecture  series 
was  established  in  1944  by  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Hall  of  Austin,  Tex.  The  Jackson 
Lectureship  was  introduced  in  1945 
by  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs,  Robert  M.  Jackson, 


DISTRICT  TRAINING  SCHOOL 
HELD  IN  SHREVEPORT 

A  Leadership  Training  School  for 
the  Shreveport  District  was  held  at 
Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  on  Tuesday,  Jan. 
16,  according  to  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg, 
District  Superintendent. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Director, 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  led 
the  event,  which  featured  a  mock 
Coimcil  on  Ministries  meeting,  as  well 
as  training  sessions  for  the  various 
areas  of  interest  on  the  District  Pro¬ 
gram. 

Work  areas  in  Worship,  Leadership 
Training,  Stewardship,  Family  Inter¬ 
ests,  Youth  Ministry,  Children’s  Min¬ 
istry,  Adult  Ministry,  Social  Concerns, 
Evangelism  and  Missions,  were  in¬ 
volved  in  short  training  and  goal  plan¬ 
ning  sessions.  Fitting  these  areas  into 
the  Council  on  Ministries  concept  in 
the  local  church  was  emphasized. 
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DR.  MORRIS 

in  Oklahoma  City.  The  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  does  not 
have  a  meeting  scheduled. 

Dr,  Morris,  65,  was  born  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  and  received  his  BA  de¬ 
gree  from  Hendrix  College,  Conway. 
He  has  a  BD  degree  from  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University  in  Dallas,  and  a  DD  de¬ 
gree  from  Centenary  College,  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  He  has  also  studied  at  Cand¬ 
ler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta,  and  at  Garrett  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Evanston,  Ill. 

He  served  pastorates  in  Douglas- 
ville  and  Geyer  Springs  in  Arkansas 
and  Tioga  and  Gunther  in  Texas  be¬ 
fore  going  to  Louisiana  in  1931.  In 
Louisiana  he  served  the  Delta  Circuit, 
Columbia,  First  Church  in  Lafayette, 
Homer,  Alexandria,  Trinity  Church  in 
Ruston,  Istrouma  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  was  superintendent  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
tricts. 

Dr,  Morris  has  travelled  widely, 
served  on  numerous  church  agencies 
and  institutional  boards,  and  has  been 
a  delegate  to  the  General  and  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conferences  of  the  church. 


Youth  representatives 
Bonnie  Smith,  Henry 
Oldham  and  Pam  Pearce; 
all  of  Baton  Rouge,  were 
among  those  who  planned 
for  the  Winter  Retreat  to 
be  held  at  Camp  Istrou¬ 
ma,  Feb.  2-4. 


Other  members  of  the 
leadership  team  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference 
who  took  part  in  the  re- 
centplanning  session  in¬ 
cluded  (left  to  right)  the 
Rev.  Willis  Dear,  the 
Rev.  Carole  Cotton,  the 
Rev.  Rick  Hebert,  and 
the  Rev.  Don  C.  Cot- 
trill. 


Louisiana  Conference  youth  plan 
for  first  annual  Winter  Retreat 


“You  Can  Fly  .  .  .  But  that  Cocoon 
Has  to  Go!” 

This  is  the  theme  of  the  First  annual 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Winter 
Retreat,  set  for  Feb.  2-4  at  Camp 
Istrouma,  near  Baton  Rouge,  The  Con¬ 
ference  youth  leadership  team  has 
chosen  the  theme  to  emphasize  the 
Retreat  Goal,  which  is  to  encourage 
participants  in  the  weekend  to  be  able 
to  see  life  (their  own  and  others)  as 
an  experience  in  freedom  of  choice. 

According  to  the  Rev,  Don  C.  Cot- 
trill,  youth  director  on  the  Conference 
Council  of  Ministries,  “Our  hope  is 
that  we  will  be  able  to  look  at  various 
lifestyles  and  various  value  systems 
and  make  some  decisions  as  to  how 
we,  as  individuals,  make  decisions  on 
living  our  lives  as  contemporary  per¬ 


sons — as  contemporary  Christians.” 

The  weekend,  according  to  Cottrill, 
will  be  filled  with  learning  experiences 
through  “caught,  not  taught”  methods. 
Such  things  as  simulation  games,  role- 
playing,  dialogue  and  panel  discus¬ 
sions  will  be  the  process  of  education. 

The  Youth  Winter  Retreat  will  start 
at  6  p.m,  Friday,  Feb.  2,  with  supper, 
and  end  with  lunch  on  Sunday,  Feb. 
4.  The  enrollment  is  limited  to  80  per¬ 
sons,  and  each  is  asked  to  bring  a  ^d- 
roll  or  sleeping  bag,  and  warm,  casual 
clothing. 

The  fee  is  $8  (each  person  provides 
his  own  transportation).  Send  registra¬ 
tion  and  $8  to  Rev.  Don  C.  Cottrill, 
P.  O,  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104. 
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Shown  here  are  six  of  ten  persons  who  more  than  9  years  ago 
signed  a  mortgage  for  a  new  parsonage  at  Prospect  United 
Methodist  Church,  Florien.  On  Dec.  31  they  were  present  for 
a  mortgage  burning  ceremony  held  in  conjunction  with  the  ded¬ 
ication  of  the  property.  Natchitoches  District  Superintendent 
Ed  Thomas  (right)  officiated,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Scott,  pastor  (second  from  left),  and  Clifton  Davis  (third  from 
right)  representing  the  church.  The  Prospect  congregation  is 
currently  beginning  a  "new  project  of  faith"  preparatory  to 
building  a  new  sanctuary  and  education  unit. 
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Recently  we  have  fea¬ 
tured  a  series  of  editor¬ 
ials  prepared  by  various 
clergymen  in  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  area  for  publication 
in  both  the  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST  and  THE 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 
This  week  we  present 
the  following  timely 
statement  relating  to  cur¬ 
rent  “restructuring”  pro¬ 
cedures  and  attendant 
concerns  within  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference.  We 
believe  this  statement 
prepared  by  the  Rev. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Chairman  of  the  Cabinet 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  merits  con¬ 
sideration  by  other  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  conferences 
likewise  involved  in  the 
restructuring  process. 


T  he  other  day  I  was  reading 
Dr.  R.  H.  Harper’s  book,  Lou¬ 
isiana  Methodism.  It  is  a  fascin¬ 
ating  and  exciting  history  of  our 
religious  ancestors  whose  spirit, 
fortitude,  vision  and  dedication 
enabled  us  to  reap  the  rewards 
of  their  labors  and  to  be  proud 
that  we  are  Methodists.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  we  cannot 
dwell  on  the  records  and  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  past  but  must  look 
towards  the  future  and  the  count¬ 
less  opportunities  it  affords  us  as 
a  church  today. 

In  looking  ahead  the  1972 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  ap¬ 
pointed  a  special  “Structure 
Study  Committee”  with  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  reporting  its  find¬ 
ings  to  the  1973  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference.  This  com¬ 
mittee  is  made  up  of  clergy  and 
laity,  black  and  white,  youth  and 
adults  who  represent  a  cross- 
section  of  the  membership  of 
this  conference. 

Two  distinct  assignments  were 
handed  the  committee.  It  was 
first  asked  to  consider  the  “inter¬ 
locking  roles,  purposes  and  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  Conference  and  Dis¬ 
trict  administrative  set-up  so  that 
future  decisions  regarding  it  may 
be  made  in  light  of  the  distinctive 
functions  each  is  expected  to  per¬ 
form.”  Secondly,  the  committee 
was  asked  to  recommend  changes 
in  “the  structure  and  operation 
of  the  boards  and  agencies  on  the 
conference  level  in  light  of  the 
legislation  adopted  by  the  1972 
General  Conference.” 


Speak  Up  -  Our  Future 
Depends  On  It! 


This  committee,  of  which  I  am 
a  member,  has  been  meeting 
earnestly  and  regularly  to  fulfill 
its  responsibilities  and  achieve 
its  goals.  In  the  very  beginning  it 
was  decided  that  the  needs  of  the 
local  churches  in  our  conference 
should  have  “top  priority.”  The 
committee  wanted  to  hear  from 
the  “grass  roots”  and  decided  to 
send  out  a  questionnaire  to  all 
pastors  and  selected  lay  persons 
throughout  the  conference.  The 
response  to  this  questionnaire  has 
been  most  gratifying  and  has  at 
the  same  time  indicated  the  in¬ 
terest  of  both  clergy  and  laity 
alike  regarding  the  future  of  this 
conference. 

To  make  sure  that  everyone 
has  an  opportunity  to  voice  his 
“feelings”  regarding  the  activities, 
policies  and  operation  of  the 
conference,  the  committee  has 
arranged  for  two  “open-hearings” 
to  be  conducted  in  the  coming 
weeks.  One  is  scheduled  for  Sat¬ 
urday,  January  27th  at  the 
Broadmoor  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  the  other  will  be  held 
February  10th  at  the  Trinity 
Church  in  Ruston.  These  hear¬ 
ings  will  give  United  Methodists 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  a 
chance  to  bring  their  ideas,  opin¬ 
ions,  criticisms  and  suggestions  to 
the  attention  of  the  committee 
for  consideration  and  implemen¬ 
tation. 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  two 
“hearings”  can  be  the  most  pro¬ 
ductive  meetings  ever  held  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  what  we  are  long 


overdue  some  changes  in  the 
operation  of  our  conference  and 
the  suggestions  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  received  by  the  Structure 
Study  Committee  will  enable 
them  to  better  accomplish  the 
task  assigned  by  the  Annual 
Conference. 

As  one  begins  to  look  closely 
into  the  restructuring  of  our  con¬ 
ference  many  questions  come  to 
mind  relative  to  its  operation  and 
function.  These  questions  incor¬ 
porate  various  ^oups,  boards 
and  agencies  which  are  a  vital 
part  of  the  life  of  any  conference 
and  need  our  consideration  and 
study.  One  must  assume  then  that 
the  Structure  Study  Committee 
will  evaluate  many  matters  of 
concern  in  the  coming  months. 

1.  Perhaps  one  of  the  most 
crucial  questions  facing  us 
is  simply  “what  is  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  church  in  Lou¬ 
isiana?”  This  question  has 
often  been  pressed  by  those 
who  are  unhappy  with  the 
traditional  structure  and  the 
function  of  today’s  church 
and  hope  for  a  more  rele¬ 
vant  system.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  a  question  that  must  be 
faced  and  answered. 

2.  One  often  wonders  if  our 
existing  conference  struc¬ 
ture  is  efficient  and  effec¬ 
tive.  Can  we  really  say  that 
our  district  and  conference 
agencies  exist  primarily  to 
help  the  local  churches?  Is 
there  need  for  more  staff 


on  a  district  level  and  less 
on  a  conference  level? 

3.  Are  the  conference  and  dis¬ 
trict  staffs  under  our  pres¬ 
ent  arrangement  considered 
as  a  “linkage  group”  be¬ 
tween  the  local  churches 
and  the  general  program 
agencies  of  Methodism? 

4.  What  real  value  do  our 
various  conference  boards 
perform  in  terms  of  re¬ 
sourcing  and  servicing  the 
local  church?  If  these  were 
eliminated  would  we  feel  or 
notice  any  loss? 

I  would  not  presume  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  these  are  the  only  ques¬ 
tions  that  need  to  be  answered 
by  the  Structure  Study  Commit¬ 
tee.  Certainly,  there  are  many 
more  .  .  .  but  this  is  where  you 
come  in  .  .  .  the  clergy  and  laity 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  I 
would  hope  that  every  concerned 
Methodist  will  give  serious  study 
and  thought  to  the  restructuring 
of  our  conference.  History  will 
be  made  as  a  result  of  the  find¬ 
ings  and  recommendations  of 
this  group.  You  can  have  a  part 
in  this  exciting  task  by  sharing 
your  thoughts  and  ideas  with  the 
committee.  I  would  strongly  urge 
you  to  attend  one  of  these  “open- 
hearings”  and  speak  up  .  .  .  for 
the  future  of  Methodism  in  this 
conference  depends  on  it! 
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views 


OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


The  Living  Church,  independent  Episcopal  weekly 
published  in  Milwaukee,  went  on  record  as  being 
opposed  to  what  it  described  as  “De-Sexing  Deity  in 
New  York.”  Noting  a  service  of  ordination  held  at 
St.  Clement’s  Church  in  New  York  City  recently,  the 
editorial  commented  that  “an  effort  was  made  to 
eliminate  all  pronominal  and  other  references  to 
Deity  in  which  God  is  a  he  rather  than  a  she  or  an 
k.  Changes  listed  included  the  replacing  of  “Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Spirit”  with  “Creator,  Redeemer  and 
Sanctifier,”  and  of  “God’s  Kingdom”  with  “God’s 
Realm.”  “It  is  noteworthy,”  the  editorial  said,  “that 
the  overwriters  did  not  make  it  read  ‘Creatrix,  Re- 
demptrix,  and  Sanctrifix,  or  ‘God’s  Queendom’.” 


Dr.  James  E.  Woodi,  Jr.,  execikive  director  of 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  (m  Public  Affairs, 
an  ^ency  maintained  by  nine  Baptist  denom¬ 
inations,  called  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  de¬ 
cision  which  ruled  compulsory  chapel  atten¬ 
dance  at  military  academies  unconstitutional, 
“gratifying  and  reassuring.”  He  added,  “Com¬ 
pulsory  ch^;>el  attendance  at  institutions  sup¬ 
ported  by  piddic  funds  is  mcoimpatible  with  t^ 
First  Amendment  and  the  American  traditions 
of  religious  liberty  and  the  separation  of  church 
and  state.  Dr.  Wood  ctmtinued  that  the  action 
“should  be  viewed  as  a  s^nificant  one  in  pro¬ 
tecting  not  only  the  free  exercise  (d  religion  but 
also  the  protubition  of  the  government’s  use 
of  religion  to  serve  secular  ends.” 


A  new  law,  which  makes  parents  responsible  for 
the  delinquent  acts  of  their  children,  has  become 
effective  in  Camden,  N.J.  Terms  of  the  ordinance 
provide  that  parents  of  offending  children — after  the 
first  “warning” — could  be  jailed  for  90  days  and 
fined  $500.  The  new  law,  said  to  be  the  “strongest 
of  its  kind”  in  New  Jersey,  covers  such  offenses  as 
curfew  violations,  vandalism,  breaking  and  entering, 
mugging,  loitering  and  illegal  drinking.  These  of¬ 
fenses  are  reportedly  the  “biggest  problems  experi¬ 
enced  with  juveniles.” 


A  number  of  religious  groups  affiliated  with  the 
Assn,  of  American  Cc^eges  (AAC)  met  in  San 
Francisco  Jan.  14-16  in  conjunction  with  the 
AAC  annual  meeting.  Denominations  repre¬ 
sented  by  their  divisioas  of  higher  education  in¬ 
cluded  American  Baptist,  Church  tA  the  Breth¬ 
ren,  Seventh-day  A^entist,  Lutheran,  United 
Methodist  and  United  Presbyterian. 

Following  a  recent  visit  in.  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
Rev.  Roland  G.  Metzger,  regional  representative  for 
Africa  and  Europe  of  the  American  Baptist  Bd.  of 
International  Ministries,  said,  “I  have  heard  that 
only  older  people  went  to  church,  but  in  every 
church  in  the  cities  I  visited  there  were  young  peo¬ 
ple — ^younger  than  25  and  even  children — in  some 
of  the  services.  In  one  church,  more  than  half  of 
the  congregation  were  under  25.”  Dr.  Metzger  cau¬ 
tioned  Americans  to  have  a  “balanced”  view  of 
what  it  is  like  to  be  a  Christian  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Despite  the  restrictions,  he  said,  Russian  Baptist 
worship  services  are  evangelical  and  often  result  in 
decisions  for  Christ. 

A  new  baptismal  liturgy,  stressing  the  use  of 
more  water  than  would  be  involved  in  “sprink¬ 
ling,”  has  been  issued  for  study  by  the  Consul¬ 
tation  on  Church  Unkm  (COCU).  In  issuing 
the  liturgy  to  its  eight  member  denominations, 
the  Executive  Committee  pointed  out  that  such 
issues  as  infant  baptism,  quantity  of  water  used, 
and  whether  to  follow  bj^tism^  with  Com¬ 
munion,  have  divided  Christians  since  the  16th 
Century.  A  background  paper  accompanying 
the  liturgy  si^ests  that  “whatever  mode  is  to  be 
used  and  whatever  the  age  of  the  candidate  may 
be,  the  intrinsic  symbolism  of  baptism  should 
encourage  the  use  enough  water  for  it  to  be 
seen,  heard,  and  felt  as  a  forceful  material  sign 
of  God’s  active  power.” 

Commenting  on  the  recent  U.S,  Supreme  Court  de¬ 
cision  upholding  a  ban  against  compulsory  chapel 
attendance  at  U.S.  military  academies,  the  Rev.  J. 
Elliott  Corbett,  executive  in  charge  of  church-state 
affairs  for  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  said:  “Very  few  religious  enthusiasts 
have  been  generated  as  a  result  of  ‘forced’  atten¬ 
dance  at  church  ...  The  real  challenge  to  religious 
leadership  has  always  been  to  make  worship  an  en¬ 
ticing  spiritual  experience  and  not  a  pain.”  The  court 
decision  reflects  a  position  taken  by  the  1968  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  when.it  held  that  standards  for  gov¬ 
ernment  chaplaincies  should  include  one  that  “par¬ 
ticipation  in  religious  activities  must  be  on  a  purely 
voluntary  basis;  there  must  be  no  penalties  for  non¬ 
participation,  nor  should  there  be  any  rewards  for 
participation.” 


Evangdist  Billy  Graham  has  issued  a  public 
statement  from  Montreat,  N.C.  describing  his 
position  on  the  Vietnam  war,  and  other  issues. 
Concerning  the  war,  he  said,  “I  have  regretted 
that  this  war  has  gone  on  so  long  and  been 
such  a  divisive  force  in  America.  1  h(q)e  and 
pray  that  there  wilt  be  an  early  armistice.”  In 
addition  to  deploring  war,  Graham  said,  “I  also 
deplore  the  violence  everywhere  throughout  the 
world  that  evidences  man’s  inhumanity  to  man. 
1  am  therefore  praying  for  every  responsible 
effort  which  seeks  true  peace  in  our  time.” 


Dr.  Franklin  H.  Littell,  professor  of  religion  at 
Temple  University  in  Philadelphia,  is  planning  a 
study  leave  next  year  to  work  on  a  project  on  “The 
Churches  and  the  Holocaust.”  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  clergyman  will  be  working  in  Israel  and  Ger¬ 
many  during  the  Spring  and  Summer  with  both 
Christian  and  Jewish  scholars.  Dr.  Littell  was  the 
chief  Protestant  adviser  to  the  U.S.  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  Germany  in  the  years  immediately  after 
World  War  II.  In  recent  years,  he  said,  German  and 
Dutch  scholars  have  shown  a  growing  awareness  of 
the  connection  of  recent  events  in  Jewish  history 
with  the  experience  of  “those  Christians  who  in 
spite  of  temptation  and  pressure  stayed  faithful 
during  the  Nazi  Third  Reich.” 

A  vast  distributum  facility  with  more  than  four 
acres  of  space  under  its  roof,  and  stacks  of  sup¬ 
plies  14  feet  high,  has  been  dedicated  at  S^t 
Lake  City  by  top  officials  of  the  Latter-day 
Saint  (Mormon)  Church.  The  center  has  the 
responsibility  for  distribution  of  church  supplies 
to  all  English-speaking  areas,  including  service¬ 
men,  except  for  Great  Britain  which  is  served 
from  the  Manchester  center,  and  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  area  which  is  served  by  the  Auck¬ 
land,  N.Z.  distribution  center.  A  large  wall  m^ 
shows  the  locations  of  nine  other  Mormon  dis¬ 
tribution  centers. 


It  is  not  only  “proper”  for  a  secular  or  public  col¬ 
lege  or  university  to  concern  itself  with  the  religious 
life  of  its  members,  it  is  “particularly  important”  to 
do  so,  according  to  an  eight-page  statement  issued 
by  the  Commission  on  Religion  in  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  American  Assn,  of  Colleges.  Endorsed 
by  the  ACC’s  board  of  directors,  the  statement  says 
this  is  especially  true  “at  a  time  in  which  profes¬ 
sional  and  disciplinary  demands  are  strong  among 
us  .  .  .  Many  students  and  faculty  are  demanding  an 
educational  context  which  is  more  than  purely  in¬ 
tellectual  and  technical.” 


“I’d  fight  to  keep  sanctuaries  and  educational 
buildings  tax  exempt,  but  the  rest  should  pay 
tax  just  like  any  ot^r  business,”  said  North 
Carolina’s  State  Sen.  Robert  D.  Combs.  The 
Catawba  County  Democrat  is  pastor  of  Sweet¬ 
water  Presbyterian  church  in  Hickory,  a  South¬ 
ern  Presbytaian  c(mgregation,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  State  Commission  for  the  Study  of 
Property  Tax  Exemptions.  His  cor^egation  op¬ 
erates  a  profit-makjuig  day  care  center,  for 
which  it  pays  taxes. 

American  University  officials  (Washington,  D.C.) 
are  seriously  considering  elimination  of  11  Vi  fac¬ 
ulty  positions  and  30  other  university  jobs  and  rais¬ 
ing  tuition  and  dormitory  rates  in  an  attempt  to 
keep  its  budget  balanced.  A  proposal  involving  the 
United  Methodist-related  school  calls  for  a  reduc¬ 
tion  for  the  1973-74  budget  of  $147,000  from  the 
university’s  current  budget  of  $25.7  million.  A 
spokesman  said  retirements  and  other  attrition  would 
account  “hopefully”  for  most  of  the  vacancies.  The 
cutback  is  subject  to  university  senate  and  board  of 
trustees  approval. 

A  1973  Christian  Youth  Witness  Program  is 
being  planned  in  connection  with  Key  73  by  the 
International  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor. 
“Young  People — Come  to  Church”  wiU.  be  the 
theme  of  colorful  poster  panels  di^layed  in 
January  and  February.  The  first  Christian  En- 
(feavor  Society  was  organized  Feb.  2, 1881,  in 
Portland,  Maine,  by  the  Rev.  Francis  E.  Clark, 
a  Cmigregational  minister. 

Youth  from  Lutheran,  Roman  Catholic  and  other 
Christian  churches  in  Silver  Bay,  Minn,  comprise 
an  unusual  ecumenical  senior  high  outreach  team 
called  God’s  J.O.Y.  (“Jesus  first,  others  second, 
yourself  last”).  Membership  varies  from  35  to  50 
and  is  self-perpetuating  as  young  people  are  con¬ 
firmed  and  others  graduate.  They  meet  three  times 
weekly  in  various  homes  and  participating  churches. 
Originated  in  1970  as  an  outgrowth  of  a  Summer 
youth  ministry,  the  group  has  traveled  extensively  in 
Wisconsin,  Michigan  and  Miimesota. 


MINNEAPOLIS  -  Dr.  David  Preus,  50,  pastor 
of  the  University  Lutheran  Church  of  Hope  in 
Minneapolis,  has  assumed  the  duties  of  the 
presidency  of  the  American  Lutheran  Church 
for  an  interim  period.  The  move  was  brought 
about  by  the  serious  illness  of  Dr.  Kent  S. 
Knutson,  president  of  the  denomination.  Dr. 
Preus  is  vice-president,  and  will  retain  that 
title  while  serving  as  chief  executive.  Since 
late  October,  Dr.  Knutson  has  been  a  patient 
at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Rochester,  Minn.,  under 
the  care  of  Mayo  Clinic  physicians.  He  is 
suffering  from  what  doctors  describe  as  an 
"unusual  disorder  of  the  central  nervous  sys¬ 
tem”  for  which  there  is  "no  known  treatment.” 
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Methodist  Home  Visitor 

THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 
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CHAPEL  WORSHIP  CENTER 
DURING  CHRISTMAS 


The  Nativity  —  The  Cross  —  The  Risen  Christ 


PREPARATIONS  FOR  CHRISTMAS 


COTTAGE  PARTY  SCENES 


A  total  surprise!  Some  of  the 
boys  secretly  bought  their  House 
Parents  gifts. 


House  Mother  and  youth  passing 
out  gifts.  Every  child  had  gifts. 


Each  cottage  had  its  own  party. 
Most  of  the  cottages  went  "all 
out"  to  decorate  and  prepare  re¬ 
freshments.  After  their  own 
party,  the  youth  were  free  to  visit 
friends  and  relatives  in  other 
cottages.  ’Twas  a  grand  and 
glorious  evening. 


Christmas  without  candy?  Un¬ 
thinkable!  Here  the  assembly 
line  is  set  up  to  provide  each 
boy  and  girl  with  a  sack  of  candy. 


Christmas  in  a  home  requires  a 
tree.  Christmas  in  "our  HOME" 
requires  many  trees.  For  31  years 
the  same  black  gentleman  living 
near  Ruston  has  furnished  trees 
for  the  Home. 


STAFF  CHRISTMAS,  TOO 


The  Staff  had  a  wonderful  dinner, 
while  the  boys  and  girls  were  at 
school.  Husbands  or  wives  were 
invited  guests.  Afterward  we  had 
a  lovely  carol  sing  led  by  the 
Rev.  ‘Jack’  Shaw  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  Wes  Lynch. 


Staff  party  committee:  Mrs.  At¬ 
kins,  Mrs.  Futrell,  Mrs.  Ezell, 
Mrs.  Johnson,  and  Mrs.  Benefield. 

WHO  GIVES  THE  MOST? 

“On  October  15th,  time  for  the 
Harvest  Day  Offering  for  your  fine 
home  for  children — I  didn’t  have  the 
money  I  could  give.  Now  that  my  No¬ 
vember  check  has  come  I’m  gladly 

sending  you - and  wish  so  much  I 

could  give  much  more,  but  cannot. 
I’m  an  87  year  old  widow  on  a  modest 
pension,  below  the  government  poverty 
level,  but  don’t  feel  poor.  I  have  been 
greatly  blessed.”  Didn’t  Jesus  tell  a 
story  similar  to  this? 


DONNY  BERRY 
by  Roma  A.  Genius 
EDGAR  V.  McDonald 
by  Ben  R .  Downing,  Jr . 

J.  P.  Fuller 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs.  Garben  McKinney 
SHELBY  KNOTTS 
by  Ben,  Cap,  Myrt  and  Families 
MRS.  KITTY  SLEDGE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Doyle  O .  Moore 
MRS.  J.  W.  BURNS 
by  Sara  E .  Wafer 
MRS.  BLANCHE  T.  SHARP 
by  Mrs .  Martba  S .  Hamner 
FRANK  NEWCOMER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Nick  Vignaud 
HERSCHEL  LEWIS 


LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
We  Thank  You 

The  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is  so 
very  helpful  in  presenting  the  Home  to 
the  public.  It  is  a  main  line  of  commu¬ 
nication.  We  vifant  the  public  to  know 
how  deeply  this  is  appreciated.  — 
"THANK  YOU!” 


by  Mr .  &  Mrs  .  Bobby  Greer 
W.  H.  "Bud"  HEAD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Bobby  Greer 
JOHN  BROYLES 
by  Mrs .  Ferrell  Earl 
MRS.  RAY  BOYD.  SR. 

by  Mrs .  Ferrell  Earl 
T.  A.  KELLEY 
by  Mary  Lynn  Casteel 
RALPH  KINNEBREW 
by  Mary  Lynn  Casteel 
Mrs .  Pearl  Smith 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs  Bob  Gaumnitz 
and  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Manfred  Gustafson 
EDGAR  V.  McDonald 
by  Ed  &  Fran  Taylor,  Taylor  Office 
&  Supply,  Inc. 

J.  P.  FULLER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  B.  Horton 
by  Hosston  U.M  .C. 

MRS.  EMMA  LOVELL 
by  Mrs .  Ruby  Dunckelman 
MRS.  CARRIE  DUCHESNE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Guy  T.  Elliott,  Sr. 
MRS.  DAVID  LAWRENCE 
by  Mrs .  Mamie  Hill 
JAMES  P.  FULLER 
by  The  Hugh  B.  McKiimeys 
E.  J.  UPSHAW 

by  Rose  Mary  &  Randy  Ewing 
MRS.  BESS  BURNS 
by  Rose  Mary  &  Randy  Ewing 
DR.  O.  B.  OWENS 
by  "Ctae  Whom  He  Helped" 


W.  H.  SUMMERLIN 
by  Searchers  Class,  Christ  U.M  C., 
Shreveport 
E.  V.  McDonald 

by  Dan  &  Missie  McCarty,  Dr.  &  Mrs . 
Robert  Hansen 
J.  P.  FULLER 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  P.  J.  Ewald 
MRS.  PHILLIS  HINES- 
by  Mrs  .  Gamer  Burleson  &  Mrs 
Floyd  P.  Beard 
JACK  OLMSTED 

by  Mfs .  Jack  Olmsted  &  Children 
MRS.  PHYLLIS  HINES 
by  Ronnie  &  Sandra  Bernard 
MRS.  B.  P.  BOWLING 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Glenn  E  .  Laskey 

E.v.  McDonald  .  . 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Robert  A .  Seals 
JON  JEFFREY  SISSON 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  George  C.  Childs 
R.  L.  HOLLADAY 

byMr.  StMrs.  A.  C.  Greer  &  Janice 
WM.  A.  HASEY 
by  Alyce  &  K .  W .  Tyner 
MISS  BEVERLY  BARR 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  T.  L.  Rodes 
JAMES  L.  CALDWELL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  P.  Madison 
LLOYD  WALKER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  W .  G .  Tudor 
MRS.  JAMES  BRAZZEL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  C.  Lowrey 
JAMES  A.  MOSHER 


by  Ida  &  Elizabeth  Brown 
MRS.  JAMES  BRAZZEL 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Duffy  Gandy 
A.  E.  MOORE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  A.  Rose 
JAMES  A.  MOSHER 
by  Mrs .  Charles  E .  Hyde 
J.  F.  WALL 
by  Mrs.  J.F.  Wall 
CHARLES  HARGON 
by  Sue  &  David  King 
HOWARD  LEE  TURNER 
by  Terrie  &  Trade  Thmer 

(To  be  continued) 


YOU  ARE  SO  KIND 

So  many  individuals  and  groups  have 
been  so  very  kind  in  so  very  many  ways, 
giving  gifts  and  financial  support  and, 
certainly  not  least,  expressions  of  love 
and  appreciation.  We  cannot  possibly 
express  our  thanks  publicly  to  all.  We 
take  this  means  of  saying  to  all,  “Your 
support  and  your  love  is  very  deeply 
appreciated.” 
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Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  presents  a  plaque  to  Mrs.  Fannie  Ewing,  char¬ 
ter  member.  She  was  particularly  cited  for  having 
made  boutonnieres  for  ushers  for  more  than  20  years. 
Her  other  services  to  the  church  include  food  pre¬ 
paration  and  floral  arrangements.  Her  five  grown 
children  are  all  church  school  teachers. 


E  W  S  . 

smd 

OTES 

MISS  BARBARA  FAIN,  US-2  work¬ 
er  at  Sager  Brown  School  in  Baldwin, 
was  guest  speaker  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  New  Iberia  at  5  p.m. 
Sunday,  Jan.  14.  The  Rev.  Fred  Flurry 
is  the  New  Iberia  minister. 

PARKER  MEMORIAL  CHURCH  in 
New  Orleans  will  have  as  guests  at  the 
7  p.m.  service,  Jan.  28,  members  of 
the  Spanish  speaking  congregation  of 
Felicity  United  Methodist  Church.  This 
is  the  third  year  for  the  visit.  Current 
pastor  of  the  Felicity  group  is  a  med¬ 
ical  doctor.  Dr.  Manuel  Garcia,  who 
will  bring  the  message  at  Parker 
Memorial, 

HAYNESVILLE  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  Church  is  engaged  in  a  four 
Sunday  evening  study  of  India.  Mrs. 
Charles  Garrett  led  the  introductory 
program  on  Jan.  14.  Two  special  guests 
are  scheduled  for  Jan.  21:  Jitu  Sachde 
and  Kirit  Modi,  both  from  the  Bom¬ 
bay,  India,  area.  Mr.  Sachde  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  mechanical  engineering  major  at 
Louisiana  Tech  and  Mr.  Modi  is  a 
graduate  student  in  electrical  engineer¬ 
ing.  The  Jan.  28  session  will  be  by  the 
Youth  Fellowship,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mary  Triplet  and  Don  Chadick. 
Special  music  each  Sunday  will  be  by 
the  Youth  Choir,  led  by  Mrs.  Claudia 
Sherman.  The  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart  is 
th^ir  pastor. 

THE  CROWLEY  FIRST  United 
Methodist  Church  is  having  a  four- 
week  study  of  India  with  Mrs.  Douglas 
Davis,  wife  of  the  pastor  of  the  Indian 
Bayou  and  Kaplan  United  Methodist 
Churches,  leading  the  adult  and  youth 
sessions.  The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  is 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Crowley. 

SYMPATHY  IS  EXTENDED  to  ±e 
Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  pastor  of  Southside 
Church  in  Monroe,  in  the  recent  death 
of  her  mother,  Mrs.  O.  T.  Joyner,  and 
to  Mr.  O.  T.  Joyner  who  survives  her. 

THE  DISTRICT  LAY  SPEAKER 
Training  School  being  held  in  Simpson 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  has  the  following  schedule  and 
leaders:  Session  I,  Jan.  9,  Speech  or¬ 
ganization,  delivery  and  techniques  — 
Mrs.  George  F.  Pearce;  Session  II, 
Jan.  16,  United  Methodist  Beliefs — the 
Rev.  Ray  Branton;  Session  .III,  Jan. 
23,  Conducting  Public  Worship  —  the 
Rev.  Stone  Caraway;  Session  IV,  Jan. 
30 — Tools  for  Preparing  Lay  Speeches 
— the  Rev.  Harvey  Williamson. 

STUDENT  RECOGNITION  day  was 
observed  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Pineville  on  Sunday,  Dec. 
31,  with  Marvin  Goodgame  bringing 
the  message  on  “Helps  and  Hindrances 
to  Being  a  Christian  on  the  College 
Campus.”  Other  students  participating 
were  Jerry  Honigman,  Cindy  Stamey, 
Dave  Hathorn,  Steve  Hathorn,  Tina 
Alsup,  Ashton  Dunbar,  Mike  Migues 
and  David  LaFever.  Mrs.  Wayne  Fal- 
lin  is  educational  assistant  at  Pineville, 
and  the  Rev,  Richard  Walton  is  pastor. 


LAKEVIEW  AND  McINTYRE 
OBSERVE  STUDENT  DAY 

Lakeview  Church,  Minden,  and 
McIntyre  Church  observed  Student 
Recognition  Day  by  haviiig  college  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  worship  services. 

Doug  Sanders,  freshman  at  Oral 
Roberts  University,  majoring  in  the¬ 
ology,  spoke  at  the  McIntyre  Church, 
and  Wally  Watts,  freshman  at  Lou¬ 
isiana  Tech,  brought  the  message  at 
Lakeview.  Others  participating  at 
Lakeview  included  Bill  Jamieson, 
sophomore  at  LSU;  Michael  Jones, 
freshman  at  U.S.L.;  and  Mary  Jane 
Jones,  freshman  at  Louisiana  Tech. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  McNeil,  Jr.  is  coordinator 
of  Youth  Ministries  at  Lakeview.  The 
Rev.  Louis  Coppage  is  pastor  of  both 
churches. 

A  MISSION  STUDY  on  India  is  being 
conducted  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans  on  three  Sun¬ 
day  evenings,  Jan.  14,  21  and  28.  Dr. 
Paul  Brand,  missionary  surgeon  in  Vel¬ 
lore,  India,  for  many  years,  who  is 
now  with  the  U.S.  Hospital  in  Car- 
ville.  La.,  was  the  speaker  at  the  first 
session.  Other  Sundays  will  feature 
“Art  in  India”  and  “The  Church  in 
India.”  The  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  Sr. 
is  the  pastor. 


“BEN  OLIPHINT  SUNDAY”  has 
been  declared  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  at  Alexandria,  at  which  time  Dr. 
Oliphint,  a  former  pastor,  now  at  Dal¬ 
las,  will  preach  at  both  morning  ser¬ 
vices.  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  is  the  present 
pastor. 


GERALD  CRAWFORD  led  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  Christmas  music  presented  at 
the  Tickfaw  United  Methodist  Church. 
A  covered  dish  supper  followed  the 
program.  The  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland  is 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Hammond,  and 
the  Tickfaw  Church. 


IN  OBSERVANCE  of  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity,  Henning 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Sulphur  has  planned  three  features. 
On  Jan.  20,  an  eight-hour  prayer  vigil 
will  be  at  the  church  from  10  a.m. 
until  6  p.m.  Sunday  morning,  Jan.  21, 
The  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  Henning  pas¬ 
tor,  and  the  Rev.  Joel  Sweat,  pastor 
of  ’First  Christian  Church,  Sulphur, 
will  exchange  pulpits.  During  the  eve¬ 
ning  worship  service,  the  Rev.  Moses 
T.  Jackson,  pastor  of  Warren  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles, 
will  preach. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  r^^ular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Jan.  21 — Sunday  Matt.  6:8-15 

Jan.  22  . Acts  12:1-17 

.Tan.  23  . James  1:5-8 

Jan.  24  . . 1  John  5:10-15 

Jan.  25 . 1  Tim.  2:1-6 

Jan.  26  . Psa.  66:1-12 

Jan.  27  . Psa.  66:13-20 

Jan.  28 — Sunday  - Gen.  1:1-19 


Dr.  Webb  Pomeray,  professor  of  Bible 
at  Centenary  College,  Shreveport, 
will  lead  a  discussion  of  the  Book 
of  Romans  in  First  Church,  Monroe, 
on  Jan.  21,  and  in  First  Church, 
Pineville,  on  Jan.  28. 

Pomeroy  and  Gomodio 

to  speak  in  Monroe 

“Operation  Romans-India”  is  the 
title  being  used  for  the  two  Sunday 
night  sessions  of  church-wide  mission 
study  which  will  be  held  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  on 
Jan.  21  and  Jan.  28,  according  to  Dr. 
W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor. 

At  the  5:30  p.m.  Vesper  Hour  on 
Jan.  21st,  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Bible  at  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  will  present  the  Book  of 
Romans. 

On  Jan.  28th,  at  5:30  p.m.  Dr.  Sam 
Gamadia,  a  native  of  India  currently 
residing  with  his  wife  and  two  sons  in 
Dallas,  Tex.,  will  present  the  study  on 
India.  Dr.  Gamadia,  whose  parents 
were  the  first  converts  by  Methodist 
Missionaries  in  1900,  is  attending 
school  in  Dallas,  working  on  his  doc¬ 
torate  which  he  hopes  to  complete  in 
1975,  and  is  employed  part-time.  His 
two  sons  are  both  graduates  and  are 
working  on  post  graduate  degrees  — 
one  in  Business  Management  and  the 
other  in  Medical  Technology.  When 
Dr.  Gamadia  finishes  his  current  stud¬ 
ies,  he  plans  to  return  to  India  and 
continue  his  ministry  in  the  Methodist 
Church. 

At  both  sessions.  Dr.  Joe  Cleveland 
(a  member  of  First  Church)  will  lead 
in  the  singing  of  gospel  songs,  and 
special  music  by  various  groups  will 
be  presented.  ^ 

THE  SEVIER  MEMORIAL  Church 
Family  Night  in  Ferriday  had  as  guest 
speaker  Mrs.  Charlotte  White,  describ¬ 
ing  the  new  devices  and  machine^ 
used  to  teach  reading  in  the  public 
schools.  The  Rev.  George  B.  Cumiing- 
ham  is  the  pastor  at  Ferriday. 


Participants  in  the  Christmas  drama  at  First  Church,  Eunice,  are  shown 
above.  Deyo  Jodon  was  the  director  and  Dr.  James  Moore  the  narrator. 
The  Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks  is  pastor. 
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COMMENT 

Chairmaii,  Committee  on  Nominations 

The  chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Nominations  have  a  year-round  job.  They  are 
charged  with  the  nomination  of  all  elected  leader¬ 
ship  including  the  nominating  committee.  They 
must  study  to  gain  an  understanding  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  unit  and  the  responsibilities  of  each 
office;  realize  that  their  task  is  more  than  just 
suggesting  names  of  persons  to  fill  openings;  be 
ready  to  fill  vacancies  which  occur  ad  interim; 
seek  to  discover  new  leadership  within  the  unit, 
making  certain  that  each  person  nominated  is 
Mrs.  McCampbell  qualified  and  fully  informed  of  the  duties  per¬ 
taining  to  her  office. 

The  Local  Unit  is  governed  by  size  of  membership.  Minimum  struc¬ 
ture  or  expanded  structure  are  terms  used  to  signify  a  small  group  or 
a  large  group.  Minimum  leadership  requirement  is,  President,  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Chairman-Committee  on  Nominations  and 
Pastor.  Expanded  structure  requirement  includes  all  the  above  named, 
plus  two  to  four  Mission  Coordinators,  Chairman  of  Membership,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Program  Resources  and  Sub-group  Leaders.  The  actual  number 
of  elected  leadership  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  local  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  which  the  chairman  of  committee  on  nominations  is  a  member. 
The  term  of  office  (1  year,  2  years,  4  years,  etc.)  shall  be  determined  by 
each  local  unit.  No  officer  shall  hold  the  same  office  for  more  than  four 
consecutive  years. 

In  local  churches  where  both  society  and  guild  organizations  exist  it 
is  recommended  that  the  committee  on  nominations  of  both  units  work 
jointly  in  securing  leadership  for  United  Methodist  Women  making  cer¬ 
tain  that  leadership  roles  (elected  and  appointed)  reflect  the  proportionate 
membership  of  the  two  former  organizations. 

MrSi  J.  E.  McCampbell 

Louisiana  Conference  WSCS  Chairman  Committee  on  Nominations 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


A  JOINT  SUPPER  meeting  was  held 
in  Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  by  members  of  the  Women’s 
Society  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 
Jan.  8.  The  guest  speaker  was  Mrs. 
Mary  Sand,  president  of  “Women 
Against  Crime,”  who  spoke  on  the 
subject  of  self-protection  for  women. 

MRS.  JACK  R.  KEMP  is  serving  as 
president  of  the  Women’s  Society  in 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Mrs. 
Francis  Lee  is  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Campanella  is  treasurer,  and 
Miss  Bessie  Dyer  is  secretary.  Chair¬ 
men  of  Local  Areas  are  Mrs.  Berlin 
Perkins,  Mrs.  Marcus  Burks  and  Miss 
Lillian  Kennedy. 

DOROTHY  PATTERSON  is  serving 
as  president  of  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  in  First  Church,  Alexandria. 
Mrs.  V.  1.  Bringol  is  vice-president; 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Snider,  secretary;  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Skeeles,  treasurer. 


MRS.  JEWELL  MARX  presented 
Special  Membership  pins  from  the 
Crowley  First  Church  WSCS  to  the 
following;  Mrs.  Arthur  Bradshaw,  Mrs. 
M.  M.  Buchanan,  Mrs.  Thomas  Jones, 
Mrs.  Thad  Johnson  and  Mrs.  A.  D. 
Spell. 

CARROLLTON  CHURCH  WSCS 
members  had  as  guest  speaker  on  Jan. 
9,  Jeeviah  Simon,  a  native  of  India  and 
an  affiliate  member  of  the  Carrollton 
Church.  A  covered  dish  lunch  fol¬ 
lowed.  Mrs.  C.  A.  Cole  was  scheduled 
to  conduct  the  Jan.  16  session  on  “Ask 
an  Indian  about  India,”  following  a 
morning  coffee.  Mrs.  P.  C.  Taylor  will 
show  slides  of  her  trip  to  India  at  the 
Jan.  23  class. 

UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  of 
Blackwater  held  the  regular  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  Jan.  9,  with  Anna  May 
Morgan  giving  the  devotional.  They 
held  the  observance  of  “Call  to  Prayer 
and  Self-Denial”  on  Thursday,  Jan. 

1 1,  with  Mrs.  Lucille  Joseph  in  charge 
of  the  program. 


JAMES  STOVALL  MAKES  NEWS 

(The  following  item  concerning  the 
Rev.  James  W.  Stovall,  chairman  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns,  appeared 
in  a  Monroe  newspaper  several 
weeks  ago.  We  share  the,  reprinted 
story  as  written  by  J.  C.  Huntley  of 
THE  NEWS-STAR  staff,  Monroe). 

— 0— 

In  an  unusual  political  twist,  a  Mon¬ 
roe  resident  will  represent  a  New  Or¬ 
leans  area  district  at  the  Constitutional 
Convention  this  year. 

The  Rev.  James  W.  Stovall,  newly 
appointed  pastor  to  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  qualified  along  with 
32  others  as  a  delegate  to  the  conven¬ 
tion  while  still  living  in  Metairie,  a 
city  outside  New  Orleans  in  Jefferson 
Parish. 

In  the  first  primary  election  held 
last  August  Rev.  Stovall  received  36 
per  cent  of  the  total  vote  while  the 
next  highest  contender  received  nine 
per  cent. 

Shortly  after  the  first  primary  Rev. 
Stovall  was  asked  by  the  Bishop  to 
move  to  Monroe  and  pastor  St.  Paul’s 
here. 

“I  checked  with  my  attorneys  to 
find  out  what  my  legal  standing  would 
be,”  Rev.  Stovall  explained.  “And  I 
was  told  that  I  could  still  be  considered 
eligible  for  the  position  if  I  maintained 
a  legal  residence  in  Metairie  which  in¬ 
volved  a  telephone  and  mailing  ad¬ 
dress  and  other  indices  of  residence 
there. 

“My  opponent  took  the  matter  to 
the  district  court  in  Baton  Rouge,”  he 
continued.  “And  on  Oct.  30  the  district 
judge  there  ruled  in  my  favor. 

In  the  general  election  last  week,  he 
received  67  per  cent  of  the  vote. 

When  asked  why  he  decided  to  stay 
in  the  race  after  moving  to  a  different 
part  of  the  state.  Rev.  Stovall  said,  “My 
feeling  was  that  the  democratic  process 
could  be  better  served  by  giving  the 
voters  a  choice.  I  did  not  know  that  I 
would  be  leaving  Metairie  until  after 
the  first  election  and  I  didn’t  think 
that  an  election  should  be  won  by  de¬ 
fault  which  is  what  it  would  have  been 
had  I  dropped  out  then. 

“The  vote  I  received  in  the  general 
election  seemed  to  indicate  that  I  was 
the  choice  of  a  large  majority  of  that 
district,”  he  added. 
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MRS.  SHIRLEY  BRUMFIELD  led 
the  “Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial” 
program  in  the  Napoleon  Avenue 
Church,  at  New  Orleans. 


The  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  pastor 
of  the  Lakeview  Church  in  Minden, 
wears  a  paper facsimi le  of  the  tailor- 
made  pulpit  robe  he  will  receive 
shortly.  The  pulpit  robe  is  a  Christ¬ 
mas  gift  from  the  congregation  and 
was  to  be  presented  to  Mr.  Coppage 
at  the  annual  Christmas  Tree  Party 
at  the  church  on  Sunday  evening, 
Dec.  17.  When  it  was  learned  that 
the  robe  would  not  be  ready  by  that 
date,  some  of  the  ladies  came  up 
with  the  paper  one  shown  above. 
The  congregation  also  presented 
Mrs.  Coppage  with  a  check  as  a  part 
of  the  Christmas  gift. 


from  page  one 

VIDALIA  CHURCH 

the  entire  town  was  relocated  due  to  a 
change  in  the  course  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  The  building  served  as  a  “Union 
Church”  for  all  Protestant  Christians 
for  many  years.  With  the  opening  of 
the  bridge  over  the  river,  many  mem¬ 
bers  affiliated  with  congregations  of 
their  choice  in  Natchez,  Miss. 

In  1944  the  Baptists  constructed  a 
building  for  their  own  use  after  with¬ 
drawing  to  form  a  congregation  of  that 
persuasion.  When  the  present  United 
Methodist  facilities  were  erected  in 
1958,  the  Presbyterian  congregation 
purchased  the  old  “Union  Church” 
property  and  have  since  remodeled 
and  redecorated  the  building  for  re¬ 
dedication  as  a  Presbyterian  Church 
in  1971. 

Special  guests  at  the  service  of 
dedication  were  members  of  the  Vi- 
dalia  Presbyterian  congregation  who 
had  shared  the  old  “Union  Church” 
with  the  Methodist  congregation.  A 
covered  dish  dinner  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall  of  the  church  followed  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  Dedication. 


t 


Two  symbolic  Christmas  trees  were  in  the  foyer  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  in 
Shreveport.  Mrs.  George  Huffman  explains  to  Virgil  Hilburn  the  twelve 
symbols  used  on  the  “Sin  and  Grace  Trees.” 


Golden  Meadow  WSCS  members  honored  Mrs.  L.  R.  Williams  with  a  special 
gift  during  the  annual  Christmas  party.  Mrs.  Williams,  who  has  been  a 
Sunday  school  teacher  and  president  of  the  Women’s  Society,  in  addition 
to  other  church  activities,  is  moving  to  Mississippi.  Mrs.  Ruth  Herrin 
made  the  presentation. 
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7^  SuKcCcuf^  ScAmC 


By:  Alfred  A.  Knox 


LESSON  FOR  JANUARY  28;  No  Alibis  With  God 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Ezekiel  18 

MEMORY  SELECTION;  Ag^  when  a  wicked 
man  turns  away  from  the  wickedness  he  has 
committed  and  does  what  is  lawful  and  right, 
he  shall  save  his  life.  (Ezekiel  18:27) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  study  the  in^vidual 
in  his  relation  to  God,  even  w^n  he  sins,  and 
how  that  relation  may  be  enhanced  in  his  at¬ 
titude  of  repentance. 

*  *  * 

We  often  played  games  in  childhood  which  on 
occasion  introduced  the  strategem  of  the  “King’s 
X”.  So  long  as  this  special  rule  was  in  effect  one’s 
status  in  the  game  was  suspended.  By  a  simple  sign 
with  the  uplifted  hand  he  could  indicate  to  his  play¬ 
mates  that  he  was  temporarily  withdrawing  and  was 
then  immune  to  capture  or  being  tagged  out.  But 
once  the  sign  was  cancelled,  he  was  again  fair  game. 
By  resorting  to  the  sign  he  could  catch  his  breath  a 
bit  and  as  a  non-participant  for  a  brief  time  he  could 
plan  his  game  and  time  his  resumption  of  play  to  the 
benefit  of  his  team.  So  it  was  possible  to  stand  aside 
from  the  action  and  risk  nothing  while  his  friends 
continued  the  youthful  contest. 

Not  so  in  the  “game”  of  life!  We  cannot  turn 
away  from  the  many  claims  on  our  abilities,  time, 
and  commitment.  We  cannot  give  the  “King’s  X”  and 
bow  out  of  our  responsibilities.  We  are  active  par¬ 
ticipants  even  though  we  may  occasionally  prefer  not 
to  be.  We  are  not  spectators  watching  an  event,  but 
we  are  involved  in  the  continuing  contest  which 
living  is.  We  are,  and  as  Christians  we  know  that 
we  must  be,  in  the  thick  of  the  action.  This  is  what 

the  “gospel”  of  Christian  responsibility  is  all  about. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

ESCAPE  FROM  OR  TO  GOD? 

Is  one  stronger  and  freer  for  disbelieving  in  God? 
Some  loose  thinking  does  indeed  suggest  that  to 
include  a  supreme  being  in  one’s  scheme  of  things 
is  to  rely  on  a  “crutch”  which  interferes  with  the 
development  of  one’s  ability  to  stand  and  walk  by 
himself.  Marxist  principles  state  that  religion  is  ad¬ 
dictive  like  opium — it  is  unnecessary  unless  one  be¬ 
comes  a  “user”  and  then  is  ever  necessary. 

To  live  by  the  rule  that  God  is  not,  sets  one 
free  to  make  his  own  decisions  and  to  test  them 
by  what  happens  to  him  as  a  result.  One  learns  by 
living — by  being  alert,  energetic,  determined.  At  its 
best,  this  view  is  perhaps  Aaracter-building;  in  its 
average  application,  it  is  debilitating  and  deteriora¬ 
tive,  Man  wrapped  up  in  himself  makes  a  very  small 
package!  Further,  if  man  is  the  supreme  fact  in  the 
universe,  this  makes  him  God — not  equal  to,  but 
God. 

It  is  supremely  difficult  to  square  these  points 
with  the  scriptures.  The  prophet  asserts:  The  soul 
that  sins  shall  die,”  (Ezek.  18:4)  Sinning  is  God]s 
to  judge:  “I  will  judge  every  man  of  you  on  his 
deeds.”  (verse  30)  Paul  states  that  “Sin  pays  a  wage, 
and  the  wage  is  death,”  (Rom,  6:23)  He  also  says: 
“For  no  one  of  us  lives,  and  equally  no  one  of  us 
dies,  for  himself.”  (Rom,  14:7)  Again,  the  prophet 
urges  his  countrymen  to  “throw  off  the  load  of  your 
past  misdeeds;  get  yourself  a  new  heart  and  a  new 
spirit,”  (Ezek,  18:31)  This,  by  the  way,  provides  the 
basis  for  the  theme  of  next  week’s  lesson. 

The  struggling,  self-dependent  “free”  one  is  the 


most  “disadvantaged”  person  on  this  earth,  for  he 
all  but  escapes  the  strength  of  God’s  love.  There  is 
tremendous  potential  in  the  experience,  rather,  of 
seeking  God,  for  “he  rewards  those  who  search  for 
him.”  (Heb.  11:6) 

We  can  avoid  God  for  a  time,  perhaps,  but  we 
cannot  escape  him  any  more  than  we  can  escape 
our  next  breath. 

*  «  * 

THE  HUMAN  CYCLE 

In  classical  Greek  literature  the  hero  is  often 
depicted  as  a  handsome,  beloved  young  man  of  high 
estate  who  possesses,  unfortunately,  a  tragic  flaw 
in  his  character.  He  tries  with  his  full  energy  and 
ingenuity  to  counteract  the  effects  of  that  flaw  but 
inevitably  with  humiliating  results.  After  years  of 
trying  to  overcome  the  flaw,  he  falls  into  the  quick¬ 
sands  of  self-pity.  When,  finally,  in  desperation  he 
stops  to  look  honestly  and  deeply  within  himself  and 
acknowledges  that  flaw  and  the  guilt  associated  with 
it,  he  is  cleansed  or  purged.  Confession  neutralizes 
guilt.  Then — and  only  then — he  begins  renewal  and 
revitalization  of  great  inner  character  forces.  These 
experiences  at  the  ethical  level  epitomize  something 
of  the  dynamics  of  spiritual  renewal. 

This  is  an  illustration  of  the  spiritual  cycle 
which  includes  sin,  guilt,  cleansing,  and  renewal.  All 
of  us  have  experienced  the  pain  of  sin  and  the  agony 
of  guilt  resulting  from  it.  If  the  guilt  is  relieved 
through  positive  attitude  and  effort,  then  we  feel  the 
fresh,  clean  air  of  freedom  from  that  sense  of  guilt. 
The  climactic  stage  is  renewal.  We  go  ahead  with  our 
living,  stronger  and  surer  than  before.  Our  faith  is 
revived,  our  purpose  for  living  is  seen  in  a  new 
light.  We  have  “a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit.”  There 
is  particular  meaning  in  the  thought  that  this  good 
result  was  initiated  in  the  act  of  recognizing  and 
acknowledging  guilt.  This  stage  in  the  process  to¬ 
ward  “recovery”  is  not  merely  self-humiliating,  but 
first  self-revealing.  One  looks  at  what  he  actually  is. 
This  is  what  Ezekiel  was  saying  to  his  people.  They 
could  not  see  their  true  selves  so  long  as  they  were 
blaming  the  earlier  generations  for  their  troubles. 
Whatever  had  happened  before  their  time,  their  sins 
were  their  sins.  They  were  therefore  personally  ac¬ 
countable  for  their  refusal  of  God’s  love. 

*  4>  0 

TO  TRY  OR  TO  ALIBI? 

Many  today  think  that  the  generation  of  their 
parents  precipitated  the  crises  currently  upon  them. 
This  same  accusation  has  been  common  through 
history,  it  appears.  Cicero,  the  Roman  public  figure 
of  the  last  bentury  before  Christ,  referred  to  it.  An¬ 
cient  Egyptians  wrote  on  the  same  topic.  Ezekiel 
protests  the  way  the  exiles  were  blaming  their  prob¬ 
lems  on  others.  He  sternly  rebukes  them  for  this 
glaring  instance  of  their  disinclination  to  stand  up 
to  the  requirements  of  their  individual  responsibili¬ 
ties.  They  must  not  blame  earlier  generations  for 
their  own  refusal  to  be  holy  in  their  living.  After 
all,  goodness  isn’t  inherited;  it  is  cultivated,  A  parent 
doesn’t  transplant  a  seed  of  righteousness  from  his 
being  into  the  life  of  his  child.  He  can  only  provide 
the  ‘soil’  and  help  nurture  the  ‘seed’  that  is  divinely 
imbedded  in  the  new  life.  (What  an  awesome  privi¬ 
lege  and  obligation  that  is!)  As  the  infant  develops 
physically  and  mentally,  he  or  she  assumes  an  ever 
larger  role  in  the  unfolding  of  the  spiritual  nature 
as  well.  In  the  final  analysis,  then,  the  individual  of 


accountable  age  is  responsible  for  his  own  soul’s 
wellbeing.  God  permits  no  alibis.  This  is  the  crux  of 

the  prophet’s  teaching  in  Chapter  18. 

*  *  * 

THE  PAST  . . .  TODAY  . .  .  TOMORROW 

We  are  not  wholly  slaves  of  the  past.  There  is 
today  in  which  things  can  be  shaped  and  re-shaped 
for  tomorrow.  Today  is  always  the  day  of  new  be¬ 
ginning  if  one  so  designs  it.  So  if  we  trust  the  inner 
strivings  to  prompt  us  to  right  decisions  today,  to¬ 
morrow  will  be  better  and  we  will  look  toward  it  in 
hope  and  confidence.  The  converse  also  is  true.  If 
our  trust  is  shaky,  if  our  decisions  today  are  of  ques¬ 
tionable  quality,  tomorrow  holds  not  promise  but 
penalty. 

Of  course  in  one  vital  sense  we  cannot  escape 
the  past.  There  is  a  fact  of  living  which  is  both 
sobering  and  exciting:  Each  succeeding  day  of  the 
past  has  a  cumulative  effect,  in  both  good  and  evil 
done;  but  also  a  good  is  compounded  as  certainly  as 
an  evil.  Several  weeks  ago  we  observed  that  the 
only  way  to  eradicate  evil  was  by  being  and  do¬ 
ing  good!  The  Christian  principle  is  secure:  “When 
anyone  is  united  in  Christ,  there  is  a  new  world;  the 
old  order  is  gone,  and  a  new  order  has  already  be- 
,gun.”  (2  Cor.  5:17) 

Also,  the  past  serves  as  an  anchor  for  our  living 
today.  The  Lord’s  word  to  the  ancient  Hebrews, 
against  the  perspective  of  their  travailings  from 
Egypt  to  Palestine,  is  emblematic:  “You  must  re¬ 
member  all  that  road  by  which  the  Lord  your  God 
has  led  you.”  (Deut.  8:2)  It  is  in  recalling  the  pain¬ 
ful  memory  of  his  earlier  gross  sin  to  Christ  that 
Paul,  much  later  and  in  the  midst  of  a  fruitful,  im¬ 
passioned  ministry  in  behalf  of  that  same  Christ, 
exclaimed,  “I  did  not  disobey  the  heavenly  vision.” 
(Acts  26:19)  So  the  past  may  be  used  as  a  bench¬ 
mark  for  determining  whether  one  has  gone  higher 
or  lower  in  his  living  since  that  point. 

>i>  4<  41 

WHO  IS  UNJUST? 

An  intriguing  feature  in  Chapter  1 8  is  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  two  opposing  views  and  powers,  almost 
as  is  an  athletic  contest.  The  people’s  view  of  God’s 
justice  marks  him  as  an  unreasonable,  exacting  ty¬ 
rant  who  doesn’t  understand  mere  man’s  problems,  j 
God  “has  it  made,”  they  feel,  while  they  have  to  | 
struggle  and  suffer  in  slavery.  Why?  It  is,  they  say, 
because  the  way  the  Lord  deals  with  them  is  unjust 
(verse  25).  He  charges  them  with  sins  which  actually 
their  forefathers  committed.  He  expects  them  to  live  j 
dutifully  despite  the  extreme  hardships  and  tempta-  1 
tions  he  has  subjected  them  to.  He  refuses  to  recog¬ 
nize  that  they  are,  after  all,  people  who  are  striving 
to  keep  going  in  the  face  of  inhuman  odds.  He 
should  pity  and  not  punish  them.  He  should  be  pa¬ 
tient  and  not  demanding.  He  expects  them  to  live 
faithfully  among  pagans.  It  isn’t  fair! 

In  God’s  part  of  the  dialogue  described  by  the 
prophet  comes  the  response:  “Is  it  not  your  ways  i 
that  are  not  just?”  (verses  25,  29)  They  justify  their  [ 
wickedness  by  pointing  accusing  fingers  at  their 
fathers,  by  asserting  that  God’s  brand  of  goodness 
is  beyond  their  capabilities.  Their  ways  of  evaluating 
standards  in  men  are  faulty.  This  is  reminiscent  of 
God’s  words  to  Samuel  when  the  Lord  was  selecting 
a  successor  to  King  Saul:  “The  Lord  does  not  see  as 
man  sees;  men  judge  by  appearance,  but  the  Lord 
judges  by  the  heart.”  (1  Sam.  16:7) 

To  try  to  shift  the  blame  to  God  for  man’s  prob¬ 
lems  is  the  ultimate  cynicism.  God  IS  good.  His 
goodness  is  the  foundation  for  his  sense  of  justice; 
out  of  his  goodness  comes  his  ability  to  treat  men 
fairly.  His  goodness  is  also  the  source  of  his  abhor¬ 
rence  of  evil,  so  judgment  is  an  extension  of  his 
goodness.  This  the  people  didn’t  understand.  This 
is  the  reason  for  the  ministry  of  Ezekiel. 

*  *  * 

A  PARABLE 

Recently  a  dozen  or  two  starlings  were  search¬ 
ing  in  the  snow-blanketed  grass  for  food.  Their 
search  area  was  near  a  flowerbed.  Food  was  scarce 
there.  Had  they  looked  up  and  understood,  they 
would  have  seen  a  feeder  hanging  above  the  fence 
and  newly  supplied  with  food  for  them!  Our  living 
is  busy  and  scrambled  as  we  pursue  our  presumed 
happiness.  A  God-ward  sense  and  urge  is  sufficient 
— the  unfailing  source  of  strength  and  purpose. 
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'Potential  and  dUemnna  of  cable  TV' 
explored  by  church  /  industry  leaders 


Communications  personnel  representing  church  and  industry  photo¬ 
graphed  during  press  conference  at  Galveston  —  Nelson  Price  of 
TRAFCO,  Hugh  Flaherty  of  Teleprompter,  and  George  Stoney  of  New 
York  Un  iversity. 

Church  agencies  work  together 
to  alleviate  Managua  suffering 


GALVESTON,  TEX. — ^The  nation’s 
largest  cable  television  system  and  New 
York  University  joined  forces  with  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction’s  Communi¬ 
cation  Committee  and  TRAFCO  to 
sponsor  the  first  joint  church-industry 
event  to  train  churchmen  in  the  use 
of  Cable  TV. 

“This  is  the  first  time  that  the  Cable 
TV  industry  has  been  involved  in  the 
planning  and  training  of  churchmen  in 
the  technique  of  Cable  TV  produc¬ 
tion,”  said  Bob  Robertson,  chairman 
of  the  jurisdictional  communications 
committee. 

Teams  from  12  annual  conferences 
;  in  two  jurisdictions  of  the  church  were 
:  “exposed  to  the  potential  and  dilemma 
\  of  Cable  TV,  as  well  as  to  new  under- 
:  standings  about  the  exploding  world 
of  communications  technology,”  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  communications  chair- 
^  man. 

i;  Sessions  for  the  Dec.  27-29  meeting 
5  were  held  at  Teleprompter’s  Channel 
V  6  studios  in  this  island  city. 
j  “Cable  TV  may  be  our  hope  to 
1  maintain  some  local  control  over  pro- 
i  gramming  regulations,”  said  Professor 
^  George  C.  Stoney  of  New  York  Uni- 
I  versity’s  Alternate  Media  Center.  “The 
J  right  to  publjc  access  (cable  television) 
^  may  be  a  weak  reed  now,  but  we  need 

3  to  hold  on  to  it.  It  may  be  needed 
i  more  in  ten  years  than  it  is  now.” 

I  Hugh  H.  Flaherty,  vice-president  of 
«  the  Teleprompter  Corporation,  con- 
I  gratulated  the  church  on  becoming  in- 
:(  volved  in  the  early  stages  of  Cable 

4  TV.  Fewer  than  eight  per  cent  of  the 
j  homes  in  the  nation  now  have  cable, 
j  “People  need  to  be  aware  of  the 
;;  effect  of  cable  on  the  life  style  of  the 

world.  The  church  must  understand 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)— Des- 
’  cribed  as  America’s  “longest  slum” 

>  {  and  “last  bastion  of  colonialism,”  Ap- 
;  palachia  was  the  focus  of  a  three-day 
1  assembly  of  United  Methodist  workers 
,  ;  here  at  Scarritt  College  January  4-6. 

'  Colonialism  in  Appalachia  emerged 
'  as  a  major  concern  among  the  120 
I  participants  representing  church  and 
community  programs,  colleges  and 
,  t  universities,  elementary  and  secondary 
■  '  schools,  and  other  church  projects  in 
;  the  region. 

“Accepting  the  Challenge  of  Re¬ 
sponsibility”  was  the  theme  of  the 
three-day  assembly  held  prior  to  a  brief 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Ap- 
■  palachian  Development  Committee 
(ADC). 

;i  Dr.  Earl  Brewer,  a  professor  at 
i/r  Etnbry  University  and  participant  in 
j '  the  assembly,  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  said: 
J  “Christian  and  national  forces  must 
»  devise  prophetic,  yet  practical  strate- 
r  8>es  to  utilize  the  region’s  resource^ 
more  for  the  welfare  of  its  people  than 
for  the  profits  of  exploiting  compan- 
.  'cs  and  to  make  substantial  repayments 
and  reparations  for  past  blunders.” 

While  ADC  is  the  United  Methodist 
arena  for  Appalachian  concerns,  the 
Council  on  Religion  in  Appalachia 
,  (CORA)  s  the  ecumenical  agency 

January  is,  1973 

4 

1 


what  it  will  do  to  a  community,”  said 
Mr.  Flaherty. 

Professor  Stoney,  a  specialist  in 
community  access,  said  cable  must  not 
be  taken  for  granted  but  the  com¬ 
munity  must  ask  if  cable  is  worth  the 
time,  effort  and  whether  “it  will  hurt 
the  community.” 

“The  churches  are  in  a  position  to 
help  determine  and  influence  the  use 
of  cable,”  said  the  professor. 

Nelson  Price,  director  of  broadcast¬ 
ing  for  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
TRAFCO,  echoed  the  concern  ex¬ 
pressed  by  Mr.  Flaherty  regarding  the 
involvement  of  the  church  with  Cable 
TV. 

Price  said  the  church  is  concerned 
because  it  is  interested  in  people  rea¬ 
lizing  their  full  human  potential  and 
cable  has  the  possibility  of  breaking 
down  long  standing  barriers  that  have 
separated  people.  He  noted  that  cable 
has  the  danger  of  making  people  more 
isolated  if  proper  care  is  not  exercised. 

While  some  participants  in  the  work¬ 
shop  expressed  concern  about  the  “big 
brother”  use  of  cable  as  outlined  in 
George  Orwell’s  “1984,”  none  of  the 
workshop  leaders  were  worried  about 
this  possibility.  Flaherty  said:  “Our 
democratic  processes  in  this  country 
will  prevent  that  happening.” 

Stoney  said  church  and  other  com¬ 
munity  groups  must  realize  that  public 
access  to  cable  will  be  available  in  the 
top  1 00  market  areas  in  the  United 
States  by  1 977  and  that  now  is  the 
time  to  plan  utilization,  and  financing 
such  utilization,  of  these  channels. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Strother,  Pecos  pas¬ 
tor,  was  the  director  of  the  workshop, 
t 


through  which  United  Methodists  work 
with  sixteen  other  denominations  in 
Appalachia. 

Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz,  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  closed  the  assembly  with 
his  summary  of  the  meeting  and  a  chal¬ 
lenge  for  the  church  to  “bring  the 
promise  of  liberty  and  life  to  all 
people.”  “The  people  in  the  pew  must 
understand  that  it  is  not  only  the  down 
and  outs  who  need  liberation  but  the 
ups  and  ins  too,”  he  said. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
from  75  to  1 00  nationally  funded  mis¬ 
sion  projects  in  Appalachia  in  addition 
to  many  annual  conference  supported 
projects  and  programs.  Three  jurisdic¬ 
tions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
overlap  Appalachia  with  its  1 8  million 
inhabitants.  All  or  part  of  1 8  episcopal 
areas,  24  annual  conferences  and  9,000 
United  Methodist  congregations  are 
within  the  region. 

t 

News  in  Brief 

Protestant- Jewish  relations  is  the 
subject  of  major  articles  in  the  Jan¬ 
uary  issue  of  new/ World  Outlook, 
published  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  cooper¬ 
ation  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  along  with  other  church 
and  secular  agencies,  is  moving  for¬ 
ward  on  relief  and  rehabilitation  work 
in  earthquake-stricken  Managua,  Nic¬ 
aragua.  It  was  expected  the  churches’ 
efforts  would  be  in  high  gear  by  Jan. 
1 5,  according  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Harry 
Haines,  UMCOR  associate  general 
secretary. 

Through  Church  World  Service,  in¬ 
terdenominational  Protestant  relief 
agency,  an  initial  $50,000  has  been 
provided  for  immediate  relief,  of  which 
UMCOR  provided  one-fourth. 

In  cooperation  with  the  newly-or¬ 
ganized  Protestant  relief  council  in 
Nicaragua  (comprising  Episcopal,  Bap¬ 
tist,  Assemblies  of  God  and  other 
churches),  CWS  has  assigned  three  re¬ 
lief  and  rehabilitation  workers  to  Nic¬ 
aragua,  one  a  coordinator  who  has 
served  in  refugee  work  in  Vietnam  and 
in  rehabilitation  after  the  1 970  Peru 
earthquake.  The  three  are  assigned  for 
six  months  to  work  with  the  Nicaragua 
committee  headed  by  Dr.  Gustavo 
Parejon  of  Managua’s  Baptist  Hospital. 


NEW  YORK  (UMI) — A  new  na¬ 
tional  executive  director  has  been 
named  for  Goodwill  Industries  of 
America,  Inc.,  succeeding  a  retired 
United  Methodist  executive  who  had 
been  serving  on  an  interim  basis. 

Dean  Phillips,  manager  of  public 
affairs  for  the  Columbus  (Ohio)  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  North  American  Rockwell 
company  and  a  former  national  vice- 
president  of  the  Goodwill  board  of  di¬ 
rectors,  has  been  appointed  national 
executive  director.  The  appointment 
became  effective  Jan.  2.  He  succeeds 
George  Hergesheimer,  Philadelphia. 

Phillips  has  been  with  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Rockwell  for  more  than  20  years 
and  has  been  active  in  the  health  and 
rehabilitation  fields  including  associ¬ 
ation  with  the  President’s  Committee 
on  Employment  of  the  Handicapped. 

Goodwill  Industries  of  America, 
Inc.,  is  the  national  office  for  a  network 
of  more  than  1 50  Goodwill  facilities  in 
the  U.S.  and  20  other  countries.  It  has 


Neighboring  Costa  Rica  has  become 
a  principal  evacuation  point  for  re¬ 
fugees,  with  supplies  being  airlifted 
to  the  Clinica  Biblica  and  other  evacu¬ 
ation  points  for  refugees.  About  600 
injured  are  in  the  hospital,  and  as  many 
as  9,000  refugees  are  expected  in  Costa 
Rica. 

Bishop  Federico  Pagura  of  the  Pan¬ 
ama  and  Costa  Rica  United  Methodist 
Churches  is  working  with  an  interde¬ 
nominational  aid  committee.  Dr. 
Haines  will  go  to  Costa  Rica  January 
1 7  to  confer  with  Bishop  Pagura  about  * 
rehabilitation,  and  then  on  to  Managua. 

Emphasizing  as  he  did  earlier  the 
crucial  nature  of  “middle  relief”  or 
“second  wave”  rehabilitation  that  fol¬ 
lows  immediate  relief.  Dr.  Haines  said 
that  already  plans  are  being  made  for 
rebuilding.  He  added  that  for  homes 
and  other  buildings  UMCOR  and  CWS 
will  make  maximum  use  of  low-cost 
“Stack-Sack”  houses  of  bagged  con¬ 
crete  that  reportedly  are  earthquake- 
proof  and  1,000  of  which  are  being 
built  in  the  Peru  quake  area, 
t 


programs  of  rehabilitation,  sheltered 
workshops  and  other  services  for  the 
physically,  mentally,  economically  and 
socially  handicapped.  International 
headquarters  are  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Mr.  Hergesheimer  will  continue  as 
national  Goodwill  treasurer,  and  H. 
Conwell  Snoke,  Philadelphia,  also  a 
former  Board  of  Missions  treasurer, 
continues  as  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Goodwill. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Watkins,  former  na- 
tioiial  executive  director,  continues  as 
national  executive  vice-president,  in 
which  post  since  last  summer  he  has 
worked  among  industrial,  governmental 
and  rehabilitation  leaders,  acquainting 
them  with  Goodwill’s  services  and  seek¬ 
ing  their  support. 

Originated  in  Boston  in  1902  by  a 
Methodist  minister,  the  Rev.  Edgar  J. 
Helms,  the  Goodwill  program  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  through  the  Good¬ 
will  Industries  Office  of  the  National 
Division,  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


^  Appalachia  plight  discussed  in 
;  3-day  assembly  at  Scarritt 


Goodwill  Industries  director  named 
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These  speak  for  Human  Relations  Day 


human 
relations 
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ilAN.  28. 1973 


by  Harold  H.  Hazenfieid 

A  day  of  opportunity  for  United 
Methodists  is  Jan.  28,  1973,  Human 
Relations  Day,  It  is  a  day  that  offers 
opportunities  for  Christians  to  express 
their  concern  for  one  another  through 
mutual  sharing.  A  number  of  persons 
representing  the  programs  to  be  funded 
and  some  of  the  ethnic  groups  have 
been  asked  to  share  their  opinions. 

Bishop  Wilbur  Choy,  the  first  Asian 
American  bishop  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  says:  “Human  Relations 
Day  should  help  us  realize  that  we 
have  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
a  rich  variety  of  human  groups.  The 
Asians  have  become  a  forgotten  part 
of  our  church  because  they  are  few  in 
numbers  compared  to  other  groups. 
We  will  have  training  needs  different 
from  those  of  other  groups. 

“For  example,  leaders  from  the 
Orient  and  leaders  bom  here  need 
training  to  acquaint  them  with  the  com¬ 
munity  and  those  who  need  language 
help  to  work  with  the  Asians  from  the 
Orient.” 

When  asked  to  give  a  specific  ex¬ 
ample  to  illustrate  an  effective  com¬ 
munity  developer  project,  the  Rev. 
John  W.  Coleman,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Ctffice  of  Community  Develop¬ 
ers  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
replied:  “It  is  difficult  to  select  one 
example  because  so  many  things  have 
happened  in  so  many  places. 

“For  example,  the  program  that  we 
have  in  Seattle,  Wash,  with  its  Opera¬ 
tion  Emergency  is  a  24  hour  house 
that  operates  to  assist  people  in  need, 
whatever  that  need  may  be.  This  may 
be  need  for  some  counseling;  it  may 
be  a  need  for  help  for  someone  suf¬ 
fering  under  drug  addiction;  it  may  be 
just  the  need  for  food,  since  the  SST 
contract  was  lost  and  Boeing  cut  down 
leaving  people  in  tremendous  need  of 
food.” 

The  Rev.  Homer  Noley,  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  and  a  field  representative 
on  the  staff  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  states:  “The  Human  Rela¬ 
tions  Day  offering  will  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  share  in  the  Community 
Developers  Program  and  an  educa¬ 
tional  program.  The  first  will  deal  in 
issues  related  to  the  needs  and  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  American  Indians.  The 
second  will  involve  in-service  training 
and  scholarship  grants.” 

The  Rev.  Leo  Nieto,  a  Hispanic 


American  and  a  field  representative  on 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  says: 
“We  have  come  to  a  point  in  history 
where  all  of  the  various  groups  in  our 
nation  are  having  to  come  closer  and 
closer  together.  It  may  be  a  symptom 
of  the  fact  that  the  world  is  shrinking 
and  I  think  this  Human  Relations  Day 
has  to  do  with  that  fact.  We  must  live 
together  and  Human  Relations  Day  is 
a  relevant  matter  for  us  as  Christians. 
One  of  the  principal  needs  in  the  His¬ 
panic  American  communities  is  the 
need  for  scholarships  for  young 
people.” 

The  Rev.  Randle  B.  Dew,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Office  of  Voluntary 
Service,  says  of  Human  Relations  Day: 
“It  is  exceedingly  important  to  the 
church  because  it  will  provide  dollars 
for  the  operation  of  some  very  cre¬ 
ative  programs  on  the  edge  of  mission. 
Also  it  has  the  approach  to  working 
with  minorities  and  the  humanism  of 
society  which  is  really  the  great  hope 
for  us  alL” 

Mr.  Dew  states  that  the  Voluntary 
Service  Program  involves,  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  and  many  projects.  He 
anticipates  that  during  the  quadren- 
nium  of  1973-76  training  support  for 
volunteers  will  be  increased  and  there 
will  probably  be  a  corps  of  volunteers 
of  250-300  persons  each  year.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1972,  there  were  55  volun¬ 
teers  in  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul 
alone. 

The  number  of  projects  fluctuates 
because  some  are  phased  out  and  new 
ones  come  into  existence.  Also  some 
receive  outside  support  and  staff 
people  are  placed  on  salaries  rather 
than  subsistence  basis.  For  example, 
the  Freedom  House  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.  which  did  an  unusual  piece  of 
work  with  drug  counseling  and  ser¬ 
vices,  received  a  grant  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Institute  of  Mental  Health  and 
all  the  people  who  had  been  on  sub¬ 
sistence  for  more  than  two  years  began 
receiving  salaries. 

The  Rev.  Woodie  White,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race,  stated:  “We  have  a 
tremendous  reservoir  of  cultures  and 
histories  among  the  ethnic  groups.  Per¬ 
haps  during  Human  Relations  Day 
observances  we  can  call  attention  to 
this  pluralism  and  see  if  we  can  deter¬ 
mine  how  it  can  enrich  our  lives  as 


United  Methodists.  One  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  aspects  of  the  offering  on  Human 
Relatioiis  Day  will  be  that  it  will  en¬ 
able  United  Methodists  who  are  among 
the  ethnic  minorities  to  minister  more 
effectively  to  their  communities  and 
their  constituencies.” 

The  Rev.  John  P,  Adams,  director 
of  Police-Community  Relations  Pro¬ 
gram,  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
speaks  of  the  values  that  have  come 
from  these  projects.  Among  these 
values  has  been  a  unique  police  or¬ 
ganization — the  national  association  of 
police  community  relations  officers. 
The  churches  have  given  strong  sup¬ 
port  to  this  organization.  In  a  number 
of  cities  guidance  has  been  given  to 
help  citizens  and  law  enforcement  of¬ 
ficers  enter  into  dialog  and  come  to  a 
better  understanding  of  each  other. 

Speaking  of  the  St.  John’s  Bakery 
in  Milwaukee,  Wise.,  the  Rev.  Ray¬ 
mond  Kihl,  pastor  of  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  states:  “Without  the 
initial  funding  we  received  from  the 
Fund  for  Reconciliation,  I  doubt  that 
these  many  persons  would  be  employed 
today  in  a  church  project  called  St. 
John’s  Bakery.  Today  we  operate  two 
bakeries  and  three  retail  stores.  Each 
operates  as  a  training  facility  for  the 
residents  of  the  community  in  which 
the  plant  is  located.  These  are  full-line 
bakeries — baking  everything  in  the  line 
of  quality  baked  goods,  at  lower  prices. 
Most  of  our  workers  were  either  wel¬ 
fare  recipients  or  unemployable  due  to 
handicaps,  physical  and  mental.  The 
projects  operate  at  a  loss,  but,  with 
the  help  of  God  and  the  hard  work  of 
many  of  our  church  workers,  we  have 
managed  to  build  a  training  school  that 
is  providing  society  with  productive 
citizens.” 

Rev,  Herbert  Palmer,  pastor  of  Ha¬ 
ven  United  Methodist  Church  in  Phil¬ 


adelphia  says  of  Mr.  Bernard  Horsey, 
community  developer,  “People  know 
Mr.  Horsey  is  in  the  community  and 
come  to  him  for  information  and  lead¬ 
ership  on  working  at  various  problems. 
He  can  help  or  direct  therii  to  help. 
The  people  are  glad  to  know  that  there 
is  someone  like  him  who  cares  enough 
to  be  among  them,  to  hear  their  aches 
and  pains,  gripes  and  problems.” 

Mrs.  ^tty  K.  Barton  of  Lumber- 
ton,  N.  C.  who  Mrs.  Matilda  Hocker, 
volunteer  worker,  helped  when  she 
had  been  deserted  by  her  husband, 
left  with  two  children  and  no  money 
for  food,  said:  “The  people  at  the 
center  began  to  help  me.  I  knew  then 
that  somebody  cared  ...  I  would  be 
in  prison  now  had  it  not  been  for  the 
love  of  the  church  at  Robeson  County 
Church  and  Community  Center  and 
the  sympathy  of  the  church  ...  I  have 
now  started  to  a  church.  I  am  looking 
the  world  in  the  eye,  and  have  a 
different  outlook  on  life.  I  can  never 
say  in  words  the  appreciation  I  feel  in 
my  heart  for  what  the  people  at  the 
Center  have  done  for  me  and  my  chil¬ 
dren.” 

“What  can  you  do  when  a  mother 
cries  and  says,  ‘I  have  no  food  and 
my  baby  is  crying  for  milk?’  You  will 
get  it.”  These  were  the  words  of  Mrs. 
Matilda  Hocker,  volunteer  worker  in 
the  Robeson  County  Church  and  Com¬ 
munity  Center  as  she  wrote  of  one  of 
many  cases  with  which  she  has  worked. 
Through  assisting  in  hours  of  special 
need  these  volunteer  workers  have 
been  able  to  bring  hope  to  people  in 
need  and  a  new  vision  of  helping  them¬ 
selves. 

Your  liberal  offering  on  Human  Re¬ 
lations  Day,  Jan.  28,  1973  will  make 
it  possible  for  United  Methodist  to 
reach  out  in  mutual  sharing, 
t 


Last  of  minority  empowerment  grants  announced 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
More  than  a  half-million  dollars  in 
grants  for  minority  empowerment  were 
announced  here  Jan.  3,  the  last  por¬ 
tion  of  a  special  United  Methodist 
Church  fund  created  in  1970. 

The  money  will  go  to  44  agencies 
for  special  projects  in  community  or¬ 
ganization,  child  care  and  develop¬ 
ment,  consumer  and  voter  education, 
rehabilitation,  communication,  job  and 
business  training,  farming  and  mar¬ 
keting.  These  were  selected  from 
among  92  requests  to  the  church’s 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  chairman  of  the 
Funding  Committee. 

The  latest  grants  of  $503,000  bring 
the  1972  total  to  $1,390,000,  related 


to  all  ethnic  minority  groups.  Those 
just  announced,  with  none  for  more 
than  $25,000,  include: 

Community  and  cultural  develop¬ 
ment  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  (Mexican); 

Tampa,  Fla.  (black);  Wichita,  Kans. 
(blacK);  San  Antonio,  Tex.  (Mexican); 
Tucson,  Ariz.  (Mexican);  Brownsville, 
Tex.  (Mexican);  Scottsbluff,  Nebr. 
(Chicano);  Chicago,  Ill.  (Indian);  Mo¬ 
bile,  Ala.  (black). 

Child  care  and  development  in  Cam¬ 
den,  Ark.  (black);  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
(black);  St.  Paul,  Minn.  (Mexican); 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.  (black);  Franklinton, 
La.  (black). 

Youth  development  in  Atlanta,  Ga.; 
Canton,  Ohio;  Richmond,  Va.;  Dayton, 
Ohio  (all  black). 

Rehabilitation  for  drug  addicts  in 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (Spanish  and  black); 
New  York,  N.  Y.  (black). 

Services  to  prisoners  and  ex-offen¬ 
ders  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  (black) 
and  Chicago,  Ill.  (black  and  Hispanic.) 

Aid  to  a  bilingual  (English-Spanish) 
educational  FM  radio  station  in 
Healdsburg,  Calif.,  and  to  a  black 
magazine  in  New  York. 

Job  and  skill  training  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Calif.  (Mexican)  and  Providence, 
R.  I.  (black  and  Indian). 

Legal  services  in  Norman,  Okla. 
(Indian)  and  Keene,  Calif,  (black,  His¬ 
panic,  Indian). 

Farming  and  marketing  development 
in  Ashby,  Mass.  (Puerto  Rican);  Vie¬ 
ques,  P,  R.  (Puerto  Rican);  Chinle, 
Navaho  Nation  (Indian)  and  Norman, 


Okla.  (Indian). 

There  also  are  grants  for  civil  rights 
efforts  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.  (black);  for 
communication  against  Indian-white 
racism  in  Belcourt,  N.  D.;  for  social 
service  center  in  Dover,  Dela.  (black); 
for  a  school,  sewing,  food  and  leader¬ 
ship  training  program  in  Jackson,  Miss, 
(black);  for  development  of  Indian 
projects  in  Albuquerque,  N.  M.;  for 
self-help  community  services  in  San 
Francisco,  Calif,  (black,  Samoan,  Fili¬ 
pino);  for  cultural  and  economic  pro¬ 
grams  in  Baltimore  (Indian);  for  ad¬ 
vancement  of  Indian  rights  in  Scotts¬ 
bluff,  Nebr.;  for  educational  and  infor¬ 
mation  programs  in  Shreveport,  La. 
(black);  for  business  training  and  a 
nursing  home  in  High  Point,  N.  C. 
(black). 
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A  message  in  “human  relations”  iiys««Moo« 


New  service 


(Miss  Moore,  a  senior  in  North  Caddo  High  School,  recently  presented  the  mes¬ 
sage  which  follows  at  the  United  Methodist  Church  at  Vivian.  It  was  submitted 
to  Louisiana  METHODIST  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  William  /.  Reid.) 


for  adult  teachers 


I’d  like  to  tell  you  about  a  prayer 
that  has  meant  a  lot  to  me  and  how 
it  has  affected  my  life.  I  know  you’ve 
all  heard  the  prayer;  it’s  a  familiar  one. 
“God,  grant  me  the  serenity  to  accept 
the  things  I  cannot  change,  the  cour¬ 
age  to  change  the  things  I  can,  and 
the  wisdom  to  know  the  difference.” 

The  first  time  I  heard  this  prayer 
was  my  fourth  grade  year.  Daddy  had 
flown  ^anddaddy  to  Houston  to  see  a 
specialist  and  he  brought  me  a  charm 
from  the  hospital.  On  one  side  was  a 
picture  of  folded  hands  and  on  the 
other  was  the  prayer.  Of  course  the 
charm  was  something  special  because 
Daddy  had  given  it  to  me.  I  thought 
the  prayer  was  beautiful  —  so  beauti¬ 
ful  that  I  memorized  it! 

The  meaning  it  had  for  me  than  was 
quite  different  than  the  meaning  now! 
Acceptance  meant  receiving  gifts  or  ac¬ 
cepting  the  rules  my  parents  made  for 
me.  Sometimes  I  didn’t  want  to  accept 
these  rules,  but  I  didn’t  want  to  suffer 
the  consequences  either! 

Courage  was  bravery.  All  the  heroes 
on  T.V.  had  courage!  The  boys  who 
flew  paper  airplanes  in  class  had  cour¬ 
age.  And  I  had  courage  when  I  hit  my 
brothers  knowing  good  and  well  what 
Would  happen! 

Wisdom  belonged  to  all  those  smart 
people  who  made  straight  A’s  in 
school,  the  wise  old  owl  I’d  heard 
about  and  grown-ups! 

Serenity  was  a  new  word.  I  can 
remember  looking  up  the  meaning  in 
the  dictionary  every  time  I  thought 
about  it,  but  for  some  reason  I  never 
could  remember  what  the  dictionary 
said!  So  when  I  thought  of  my  special 
prayer,  I  usually  left  serenity  out! 

So  in  the  fourth  grade  the  prayer 
took  on  this  meaning  for  me  —  “God, 
help  me  accept  the  rules  my  parents 
make  for  me  and  help  me  be  brave 
enough  to  fly  paper  airplanes  in  class 
and  please  let  me  make  straight  A’s  in 
school!” 

Even  with  that  way-out  meaning 
though,  the  prayer  helped  me.  I  would 


try  to  accept  the  “no’s”  I  got  from 
Mother  and  Daddy  without  too  much 
argument  and  I  did  try  a  little  harder 
in  school! 

Well,  for  a  year  or  two  I  contimied 
to  use  my  prayer,  then  I  forgot  about 
it.  I  still  had  the  charm  and  I  still 
knew  the  words  of  the  prayer,  but  I 
didn’t  think  about  it  aud  use  it  hke  I 
used  to. 

Life  went  on  with  happy  days  and 
sad  days,  then  a  very  special  year  came 
around.  My  freshman  year  in  high 
school!  Looking  back  now  I  can  say  in 
all  honesty  that  my  first  year  in  high 
school  was  one  of  the  happiest  and  the 
most  horrible  years  of  my  life.  The 
first  semester  was  fantastic!  I  made  a 
lot  of  new  friends  and  high  school  was 
so  exciting!  Then  at  mid-term  we 
learned  that  many  of  our  friends  would 
have  to  leave  North  Caddo  and  go  to 
Northwood.  The  fact  that  Northwood 
was  our  big  rival  didn’t  help,  but  I 
couldn’t  understand  why  it  was  hap¬ 
pening.  That  was  the  way  it  had  to  be 
though.  At  the  same  time  we  were  told 
that  Herndon,  a  black  school,  would 
be  closed  and  that  those  students 
would  attend  North  Caddo.  I,  like  the 
rest  of  my  friends  didn’t  want  it  to 
happen.  We  didn’t  want  all  the  black 
faces  at  our  school.  But  again,  that  was 
how  it  had  to  be. 

Knowing  all  these  things  upset  me, 
but  it  didn’t  really  hit  me  until  the 
Herndon  students  arrived.  All  the 
North  Caddo  students  were  let  out  a 
day  so  that  those  coming  from  Hern¬ 
don  could  get  used  to  our  school.  I 
went  downtown  with  my  brother  that 
day  and  it  just  so  happened  that  they 
were  changing  classes  when  we  came 
back  by  the  school.  When  I  looked  all 
1  could  see  was  black  faces  —  people 
I  didn’t  want  at  my  school.  It  was  then 
that  I  realized  what  a  big  change  was 
taking  place  in  our  lives.  I  cried.  I 
couldn’t  help  it.  I  can  remember  hiding 
my  face  so  that  my  brother  wouldn’t 
see  me.  He  let  me  out  to  feed  my  horse 
and  I  ran  up  to  the  bam,  sat  on  a  bale 
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THOU  SHALT  WATCH 
THY  PARKING 

The  Downtown  Baptist  church  in 
Alexandria,  Va.,  gives  this  warning 
to  non-churchgoers .  (RNS  photo) 


Girl  Scouts  pick 
up  Teamwork 

The  Girl  Scouts  of  America  have  re¬ 
cently  made  use  of  the  book  Team- 
woric  Without  Tears  in  a  most  unique 
manner.  Teamwork  was  originally  pub¬ 
lished  in  1968  by  the  Christian  Edu¬ 
cators  Fellowship  of  The  Third  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  cooperation  with  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Local  Church.  It  was 
written  by  Haviland  H.  Millican  with 
cartoons  by  Reginald  L.  Smith. 

The  Girl  Scouts  used  the  title  and 
four  cartoons  with  copy  in  a  poster 
designed  “for  volunteers  who  work 
with  professionals  and  for  profession¬ 
als  who  work  with  volunteers.” 

“It  is  most  gratifying  that  we  can  be 
of  service  not  only  to  those  within 
our  denomination  but  to  other  worth¬ 
while  organizations  as  well,”^  says  Dr. 
James  E.  Alexander,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  communication  processes  and 
learning  resource.  Section  on  Local 
Church  Education,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

t 

Stewardship  is  what  a  man  does  af¬ 
ter  he  says,  “I  believe.”  —  W.  H. 
Greever 


of  hay  and  continued  crying.  It  was 
then  that  I  thought  of  my  special  pray¬ 
er  again.  Over  and  over  again  I  prayed, 
“God,  grant  me  the  serenity  to  accept 
the  things  that  I  cannot  change  —  to 
accept  these  people  I  don’t  know.” 

My  prayer  was  answered.  I  began  to 
see  that  they  were  people,  too — ^that 
they  had  feelings  just  like  me — that  the 
change  was  an  even  bigger  one  for 
them  and  that  they  didn’t  want  it  any 
more  than  I  did. 

I  began  using  the  prayer  again  and 
by  repeating  the  first  line,  I  learned  to 
accept  this  change  in  my  life. 

The  next  year  I  moved  a  little  fur¬ 
ther  and  used  the  second  line  —  “the 
courage  to  change  the  things  I  can.” 

The  moving  of  Herndon  students  to 
North  Caddo  was  unwanted  by  the 
blacks  and  the  whites  —  but  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  my  sophomore  year,  I  think 
that  is  the  only  thing  the  two  groups 
would  have  both  agreed  on!  So  the 
problem  now  was  to  get  everyone  to 
look  at  the  other  as  a  person  and  not 
black  or  white;  to  respect  their  views 
and  to  try  to  get  along.  Everyone  at 
North  Caddo  has  done  a  great  job  of 
this!  We’re  all  still  a  little  sensitive, 
but  we’re  friends.  We’re  not  so  close 
that  I  pour  out  all  my  problems,  or 
share  personal  secrets,  but  we  say  “Hi” 
and  joke  with  each  other. 

Now  the  prayer  takes  on  a  bigger 
meaning.  Acceptance  is  a  lot  more 
than  receiving  ^ts.  Courage  doesn’t 
belong  only  to  heroes  and  isn’t  always 
a  big  act  that  the  world  will  notice. 
Wisdom  doesn’t  necessarily  belong  to 
those  who  make  straight  A’s  in  school 
or  even  to  grown-ups,  but  to  those  who 
have  “horse  sense”.  And  I  finally 
learned  the  meaning  of  serenity! 

Since  I’ve  started  using  the  prayer 
again  it’s  helped  me  many  times!  It’s 
not  always  big  things  like  Herndon 
coming  to  North  Caddo,  but  even  little 
problems  need  solving. 

My  special  prayer  was  missing 
something,  thou^!  That’s  why  I  add 
this  line  —  “And  Lord,  please  let  me 
go  through  the  day  with  a  smile  on  my 
face.”  I  added  this  line  when  I  foimd 
out  that  lifting  the  corners  of  your 
mouth  into  a  smile  lifted  some  of  the 
troubles  from  your  heart  —  but  more 
important  was  the  fact  that  it  makes 
the  day  of  everyone  you  meet  a  little 
bit  happier. 

Last  night  I  saw  a  poster  that  stated 
this  perfectly.  It  said,  “If  you  see  some¬ 
one  without  a  smile  —  give  him  one  of 
yours.” 

t 


“The  Adult  Teachers  Fellowship 
has  been  formed  on  the  premise  that 
the  teacher  is  the  key  to  effectiveness 
in  adult  study  groups  and  that  teachers 
desire  help  in  being  more  effective,” 
says  the  Rev.  Roy  H.  Ryan,  director 
of  middle  adult  ministries.  Section  on 
Local  Church  Education,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  purpose  of  the  Fellowship  is  to 
provide  up-to-date  resources  for  local 
church  leaders  of  adult  groups  and  to 
provide  supplementary  materials  for 
teachers  as  they  seek  to  improve  their 
teaching.  The  service  will  consist  of 
packets  of  materials,  and  possibly  a 
newsletter,  mailed  on  a  quarterly  basis 
to  each  of  its  members.  Each  packet 
will  include  at  least  one  current  book. 
The  packets  will  be  designed  to  help 
with  teaching  methods  or  to  help  with 
understanding  adults  and  how  they 
learn.  The  first  packet  of  materials  will 
be  mailed  in  February,  1973. 

The  service  is  designed  to  keep  the 
member  in  touch  with 

•  creative  teachers 

•  what’s  happening  in  successful 
learning  groups 

•  how  and  where  learning  is  tak¬ 
ing  place  with  adults 

•  new  research  on  the  teachers  and 
learner 

•  helpful  teaching  resources  and 
curriculum 

•  continued  educational  opportuni¬ 
ties 

•  ways  of  using  mass  media  in  the 
classroom 

•  and  also  to  act  as  a  channel 
through  which  the  teacher  may 
speak 

Members  of  the  Fellowship  may  al¬ 
so  have  the  opportunity  to  buy  selected 
book  and  resources  at  a  special  dis¬ 
count.  Mr.  Ryan  suggests,  “In  smaller 
chvirches,  the  local  church  might  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  the  Fellowship  and 
share  packets  of  materials  with  all  the 
adult  teachers.” 

One  year’s  membership  fee  is  $15. 
For  further  information  or  to  join  the 
Fellowship,  contact  the  Rev.  Roy  H. 
Ryan,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee  37202. 
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David  McGehee  delivers  the  message 
on  Youth  Recognition  Day  at  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston.  The 
Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.  is  minister. 


Shown  here  are  Fran  Rue,  Lisa  Dixon 
and  Perry  Bell  of  St.  Luke’s  Church 
in  Shreveport  who  participated  in  a 
Key  73  project  sponsored  by  their 
youth  group.  Believing  that  "it  is 
more  blessed  togive  than  to  receive,” 
they  dispensed  cookies  and  hot  choc¬ 
olate  “free”  to  busy  shoppers  in  the 
Shreve  City  Shopping  Center.  They 
were  surprised  to  find  many  skeptical 
about  receiving  something  free  -with¬ 
out  a  gimmick  attached. 


■fr  Participants  in  the  dedication  of  a  flag  set  presented  by 

friends  and  relatives  of  Robert  McKee  (left)  to  St.  Luke’s 
Church,  Shreveport,  to  honor  him  on  the  occasion  of  his 
recent  birthday.  Others  in  the  picture  (left  to  right)  are 
James  McKune,  Kay  Hanson,  and  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Shreveport  District.  The  Rev.  James  M. 
Poole  is  pastor. 


By  Barbara  L.  Mulkey 


The  New  Year  is  a  present;  the  Lord  says, 
“Come  and  take  it!”  But  hold  the  package 
lovingly,  mindful  not  to  break  it.  Untie  the 
ribbon  carefully,  remove  the  wrapping  prayer¬ 
fully.  Inside  is  TIME  —  the  fragile  gift  that’s 
only  what  you  make  it! 


The  New  Year 

The  New  Year  is  a  fawn- 1  ike  thing, 
So  shaky  and  untried! 

It’s  full  of  hope;  it’s  full  of  fear  - 
Its  boundaries  untied! 

Here’s  hoping  for  a  glorious  year, 
One  filled  with  Godliness; 

One  well-rewarded  for  hard  work  - 
Do  we  dare  ask  for  less? 

-by  Amy  T.  Oliver 


Forget  and  Forgive 

Have  faith. 

Release  the  past. 

Forget  failure. 

Past  hurt,  and  wrongs. 

Forgive 

And  accept  the  forgiveness  of  others; 

Barriers  which  obstruct 

The  spirit  of  goodwill 

Are  only  removed  by  forgiveness. 

-by  Etta  Caldwell  Harris 


Holiday  Blessings 

I  have  no  yesterdays. 

Time  took  them  away: 
Tomorrow  may  not  be  - 
But  I  have  today. 

So  may  I  wish  you  blessings. 
Timeless  and  sincere: 

To  last  throughout  the  season  - 
And  on  into  the  NEW  YEAR... 

-by  Cleo  Sorrels 


Spanish  edition 
of  INTERPRETER 
resumed 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMI)  —  El  In- 
terprete,  the  only  United  Methodist 
periodical  of  its  kind  in  Spanish,  is 
again  circulating  among  some  275 
Spanish-speaking  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  U.S,  mainland  and 
Puerto  Rico. 

The  magazine  is  an  edition  of  The 
Interpreter,  denominational  program 
journal  published  by  the  Division  of 
Interpretation.  First  issue  in  the  new 
series  is  being  mailed  to  churches  in 
December. 

Editor  of  El  Interprete  is  the  Rev. 
Finees  Flores,  and  the  Rev.  Guillermo 
Debrot  is  managing  editor.  Both  men 
are  pastors  in  Chicago,  Ill.  The  Rev. 
Roy  Barton,  Rio  Grande  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  council  director  and  a  member 
of  the  church’s  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications,  is  chairman  of  the 
editorial  board. 

While  some  of  the  contents  will  be 
a  translation  of  articles  in  the  parent 
magazine,  much  of  the  Spanish  edition 
will  be  original  material  of  particular 
interest  to  the  Spanish-speaking  mem¬ 
bership,  according  to  Edwin  H.  May¬ 
nard,  editorial  director  of  the  Division 
of  Interpretation. 
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The  Handbell  Choir  at  First 
Church  in  Slidell  during 
special  Christmas  Service. 
The  ringers  are  directed  by 
Mrs.  Madeline  Woodland. 
The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wood¬ 
land  is  minister. 


Santa  Claus  pays  a  visit  to  the 
Simpson  Methodist  Weekday 
School  in  Lake  Charles  while 
the  annual  Christmas  party  is  in 
progress.  Shown  with  him  are 
Mrs.  H.  T.  Worthington,  director 
of  the  school,  and  some  of  the 
children  whose  parents  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Simpson  Church.  The 
Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway  is  pastor. 

t 


PAGE  TWELVE 


JANUARY  18,  1973 


UBRARY 

centenary 

s*ireveport,  ^ 

^OT  TO  BE  TAKEN  OUT 

'  thi 


oursiam 

(Detho6ist 


25th  YEAR 


THURSDAY.  JANUARY  25,  1973 


NO.  4 


Perusing  the  charter  recently  received  by  the  Louisiana 
Chapter  of  Christian  Educator’s  Fellowship  are  (left  to 
right)  Mrs.  LaVerne  Keahey,  vice  chairperson;  the  Rev. 
David  Peabody,  chairperson;  Mrs.  Mary  Margaret  Barr, 
secretary;  the  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  representative  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

Louisiana  CEF  chapter  granted 
membership  in  national  organization 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Christian 
Educators  recently  announced  their 
acceptance  into  chapter  membership 
in  the  National  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  (CEF)  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

CEF  is  a  professional  association  for 
directors  and  ministers  of  Christian 
Education,  as  well  as  other  persons 
working  in  various  levels  of  Christian 
education  in  and  beyond  the  local 
church. 

Objectives  of  the  organization  are: 

1.  To  interpret  the  role  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Educator  in  the  total  ministry  of 
the  church. 


t 
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2.  To  assist  in  developing,  maintain¬ 
ing,  and  interpreting  standards  for  the 
profession. 

3.  To  cooperate  in  providing  pro¬ 
fessional  training. 

4.  To  provide  supportive  strength, 
fellowship,  and  professional  relation¬ 
ships. 

5.  To  enhance  Christian  education 
as  a  vocational  commitment. 

6.  To  plan  and  coordinate  experi¬ 
ences  for  continuing  professional 
growth. 

7.  To  represent  the  CEF  in  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Movement. 

8.  To  offer  personnel  and  placement 


k 


After  signing  a  $79,000 
contract  to  complete  re¬ 
novation  of  the  educa¬ 
tion  building  at  Winn- 
field  Church,  Newton 
Forrest  (left),  chairman 
of  the  building  commit¬ 
tee;  W.  W.  Prestridge, 
contractor;  and  Carroll 
Hatcher,  vice  chairman 
of  the  building  commit¬ 
tee,  stand  ready  to  get 
the  project  underway. 
The  project  is  due  for 
completion  in  six  months 
according  to  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Skinner,  pastor. 


7^ 


yCaBJqn  ©Ssiioo 

dwoo  nd 


‘^Church  and  Society’’  seminar 
to  train  regional  leaders  announced 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  —  A 
national  seminar  to  train  regional  lead¬ 
ers  of  “church  and  society”  work  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  March  4-7  in  Washington. 

Some  200  persons,  annual  confer¬ 
ence  board  chairpers  ons  as  well  as  staff 
and  cabinet  representatives  working  in 
church  and  society  programs,  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  participate.  The  event  will 
help  to  orient  and  prepare  them  for 
action  during  the  quadrennium  just 
beginning. 

In  addition  to  several  social  issues, 
the  seminar  will  focus  on  means  that 
can  be  used  to  deal  with  either  national 
or  state  or  local  issues,  through  strate¬ 
gies,  priorities  and  processes.  Although 
several  regional  training  sessions  were 
considered,  response  from  the  annual 
conferences  was  strongly  for  a  stress 
on  the  national  scene,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Warren  R.  Ebinger,  coordi¬ 
nator,  who  is  assistant  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

Principal  speakers  for  sessions  at  the 
National  4-H  Center  will  include  Bis¬ 
hop  Roy  C.  Nichols,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
a  vice  president  of  the  board;  the  Rev. 
Paul  V.  Church,  Dayton,  Ohio,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  and  the  Rev.  A.  Dudley 
Ward,  Washington,  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Beyond  seven  hours  in  small  work 


services  for  members. 

The  Louisiana  chapter  began  proce¬ 
dures  for  its  charter  in  the  spring  of 
last  year.  Chapter  officers  are:  the  Rev. 
David  Peabody,  chairperson;  Mrs. 
LaVerne  Keahey,  vice  chairperson; 
Mrs.  Mary  Margaret  Barr,  secretary, 
and  the  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  representa¬ 
tive  from  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Charter  members  are:  Mrs.  Fred 
Barr,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston;  the  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill;  Mrs.  Wayne  Tallin,  First 
Church,  Pineville;  Mrs.  Leon  Gray, 


groups,  the  participants  will  have  op¬ 
portunities  to  visit  federal  agencies, 
hearings  and  their  own  congressmen, 
t 


CIRCULATION  CAMPAIGN 
IN  PROGRESS 

This  Friday,  Jan.  26,  we  will 
begin  the  tabulation  of  subscrip¬ 
tion  returns  from  the  local 
churches  for  inclusion  in  the  first 
regular  Circulation  Report,  which 
will  appear  in  the  Feb.  1  issue  of 
Louisiana  Methodist. 

Last  week  \Ve  mentioned  two 
churches  which  have  gone  to  the 
“every-family  plan”  for  the  first 
time.  This  week  we  have  received 
the  subscription  list  from  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Rus¬ 
ton  —  a  long-time  “every-famUy 
plan”  church — with  466  subscrip¬ 
tions. 

We  hope  more  and  more 
United  Methodists  throughout  the 
conference  will  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  —  their  best,  continuous 
source  of  news  and  information 
about  what  is  going  on  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  in 
United  Methodism  at  large. 

— 50  weekly  issues,  $3.00  for 
individual  subscriptions;  $2.50 
when  every  family  in  a  local 
church  subscribes — 


First  Church,  Shreveport;  Mrs.  Louise 
Hastings,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge;  Mrs.  Wayne  Keahey,  Spring- 
hill  United  Methodist  Church;  Mrs. 
James  A.  Marsalis,  Noel  Church, 
Shreveport;  the  Rev.  David  Peabody, 
also  of  Noel  Church,  and  Mrs.  Glenn 
Walker,  Jr.,  First  Church,  Shreveport. 

Other  members  include:  the  Rev. 
James  W.  Ailor,  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles;  Mrs.  G.  E.  Boggs,  First 
Church,  Monroe;  Miss  Martha  Lou 

Please  turn  to  page  5 


The  new  Glenmora  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church 
(right)  was  opened  for 
services  on  Sunday  Jan. 
14.  It  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $80,000,  complete 
with  sanctuary,  education 
facilities,  dining  room 
and  kitchen.  LOWER 
RIGHT:  The  Rev.  Clyde 
S.  Clark  (right),  Alex¬ 
andria  District  superin¬ 
tendent  and  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  G.  Stegall  (left), 
pastor  officiated  at  the 
opening  service,  a  high¬ 
light  of  which  was  the 
presentation  of  $100  by 
District  Superintendent 
Clark  on  behalf  of  the 
District  Board  of  Missions 
for  the  purpose  of  estab¬ 
lishing  on  organ  fund. 


Participants  in  recent  Shreveport  District  Board  of  the  Laity 
meeting  held  at  Fairfield  United  Methodist  Church  included 
persons  fr^  former  Conferences  A  and  B.  Shown  here  (left  to 
right)  are  Cecil  Bland,  Leroy  Smalley,  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  district 
superintendent,  A.  L.  Moody,  the  Rev.  Howard  Milo,  Mrs.  Lu¬ 
cinda  Pettaway,  W.  C.  Patterson,  David  Tyson,  and  E.  E 
Moore. 


“Getting  to  Know”  event  held 
at  Fairfield  Church  in  Shreveport 


W.  C.  “Pat”  Patterson,  co-district 
lay  leader  of  the  Shreveport  District, 
officiated  at  a  meeting  of  the  Shreve¬ 
port  District  Board  of  the  Laity  at  the 
Fairfield  United  Methodist  Church 
recently.  The  objective  of  the  meeting 
was  to  bring  information  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  to  promote  projects  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  the 
Laity:  the  1000  Club,  the  Howard  L. 
Daughenbaugh  Centenary  Scholarship 
program,  the  Southern  University  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  Drive,  and  the  “Getting 
to  Know”  program  recently  began  in 
this  District  by  the  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries. 

A  highlight  of  the  program  was  the 
presentation  by  the  Rev.  Howard  Milo 
of  the  program  “Getting  to  Know,” 


recently  began  in  Shreveport.  Pastors 
and  two  families  from  a  white  church 
and  a  black  church  in  this  city  are 
meeting  together  for  the  purpose  of 
“getting  to  know”  each  other.  One  of 
the  difficulties  encoimtered  in  the  new 
Louisiana  Conference  is  the  lack  of 
communication  between  white  and 
black  churches.  This  program  is  de¬ 
signed,  in  a  small  way,  to  begin  to 
solve  this  difficulty. 

This  is  also  being  applied  to  the 
Shreveport  District  Board  of  the  Laity, 
which  is  one  of  two  Districts  in  the 
Conference  attempting  to  open  com¬ 
munication  lines  to  integrate  their  pro¬ 
grams.  The  other  districts  have  com¬ 
pleted  this  phase. 


(From  left)  E.  E.  Armstrong,  the  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Mrs.  Maxine 
Watkins  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Charlton,  are  shown  as  they  take  part 
in  a  mock  Council  on  Ministries  session  at  Shreveport  District 
Council  on  Ministries  Workshop. 


Council  on  Ministries  Workshop  held 


Over  100  persons  attended  the 
Shreveport  District  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  workshop  held  recently  at  Noel 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  meeting  was  led  by  the  District 
Superintendent,  Dr,  Carl  Lueg, 
Highlight  of  the  meeting  was  a  mock 
Council  on  Ministries  session,  led  by 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Director,  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries. 

Team  members  who  planned  and 


presented  the  session  were:’  Dr.  Hearn, 
Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  the  Rev.  Don  Cot¬ 
trill,  the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis,  the 
Rev.  Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr.,  Cecil 
Bland,  the  Rev.  Robert  L,  Potter,  E.  E. 
Armstrong,  Mrs.  Maxine  Watkins,  G. 
W.  Charlton,  the  Rev.  Lonnie  M.  Sib¬ 
ley,  the  Rev.  John  R,  Johns,  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Graham,  the  Rev.  Roy 
Mouser,  and  the  Rev.  Howard  Milo. 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Conference  Council  director,  addresses 
the  Shreveport  District  Council  on  Ministries  Workshop. 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  BOARD 
OF  LAITY  PLANS  DIVERSIFIED 
PROGRAM  FOR  1973 

Tommy  Green,  Lafayette  District 
Lay  Leader  has  announced  several 
programs  of  that  Board  to  be  held  in 
the  coming  months.  The  first  event  is 
a  Lay  School  of  Theology,  to  be  held 
in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  Asbury 
Church,  in  Lafayette,  Feb.  19-29-21, 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Director,  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  will  pre¬ 
sent  this  program, 

A  Lay  School  of  Theology  is  being 
planned  for  the  lower  end  of  the  La¬ 
fayette  District  to  be  held  later  in  the 
spring. 

The  annual  District  Lay  Retreat  for 
lay  men  and  young  men  will  be  held 
at  the  Sager  Brown  School  in  Baldwin, 
La.,  Saturday  afternoon,  March  17. 
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The  Rev.  Robert  L,  Brandstatter, 
38,  E.  Peoria,  Ill.,  a  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  and  his  son, 
Gilbert,  8,  were  killed  in  an  automo¬ 
bile  accident  Dec.  31,  Several  other 
members  of  the  family  were  injured. 


BELOW:  Lake  Charles  District 

stewards  meet  under  direction  of 
the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
district  superintendent,  to  review 
financial  matters  of  the  district. 
Among  items  approved  were  the 
1973  district  apportionments,  the 
district  budget  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  “district  office”  for  the 
promotion  and  centralization  of  all 
district  work  and  activities. 


EXIS  director  sought 

A  director  for  the  EXIS  (Experi¬ 
mental  Information  Service)  project  is 
being  sought  by  the  Section  of  Local 
Church  Education,  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship. 
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EXIS  is  a  toll-free,  computerized 
church  information  service  to  begin  in 
the  summer  of  1973.  The  service  will 
be  based  on  the  Experimental  Informa¬ 
tion  Service  (EXIS)  which  has  been  in 
operation  for  two  years.  At  its  fall 
meeting,  the  Division  of  Education  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  endorsed  a 
recommendation  that  an  enlarged  ver¬ 
sion  of  EXIS  be  included  in  the  1973 
program. 

The  EXIS  director  will  participate 
in  designing  the  system,  managing  the 
service,  training  and  supervising  opera¬ 
tors  and  recorders,  and  interpreting  the 
service  to  the  church. 

Qualifications  for  the  position  in¬ 
clude  experience  in  the  area  of  infor¬ 
mation  management,  a  demonstrated 
knowledjge  of  Christian  education  and 
leadership  development,  and  evidence 
of  an  understanding  of  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  mission  of  the  church  in 
the  world. 

Inquiries  and  recommendations  may 
be  addressed  to  Dr,  James  E.  Alexan¬ 
der,  Local  Church  Education,  P.  O. 
Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202. 
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Helping  Persons  To  Be  Human 


Many  programs  and  structures 
of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  were  changed  during  the 
last  General  Conference,  and  we 
are  all  still  in  the  process  of  dis¬ 
covering  what  these  are  and  how 
they  will  be  affecting  us  at  the 
conference,  district  and  local 
level.  Last  week  one  of  our  An¬ 
nual  Conference  leaders  presented 
some  of  the  challenges  now  fac¬ 
ing  us  as  we  seek  to  restructure 
the  conference. 

On  next  Sunday,  Jan.  28,  we 
will  be  demonstrating  the  degree 
to  which  we  have  understood  the 
new  appeal  of  Human  Relations 
Day. 

Because  there  is  a  finaneial 
goal  of  at  least  $1  million  we 
dare  not  go  far  into  this  discus¬ 
sion  without  a  mention  of  the 
offering.  It  is  not  a  new  name  for 
Race  Relations  Sunday  on  which 
we  brought  gifts  for  our  black 
colleges — ^those  needs  axe  to  be 
met  on  a  more  expanded  scale 
through  a  new  apportionment 
which  our  churches  have  accepted 
for  the  new  quadrennium. 

A  look  at  the  financial  objec¬ 
tives  will  suggest  to  you  some 
of  the  work  funded  by  the  Quad¬ 
rennial  Emphasis  of  the  last  four 
years.  In  order  to  have  that  net 
amount  a  little  more  will  be 
needed,  because  of  the  costs  in¬ 
volved,  if  the  four  programs  are 
to  receive  their  full  amounts. 
The  four  programs  to  be  funded 
from  the  offering  are: 

— $375,000  for  the  Voluntary 
Service  Program 

— $340,000  for  the  Commun¬ 
ity  Developers 

— $35,000  for  the  Police-Com¬ 
munity  Relations  Program 
— $250,000  for  the  Training 
Program  for  ethnic  groups  — 
American  Indians,  Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  Hispanic  Americans. 

Christians  have  always  been 
concerned  about  helping  each 
other.  Compassion  for  others  is 
basic  in  our  Christian  faith.  When 
Jesus,  as  a  young  man,  coming 
home  to  Nazareth  was  invited  to 
read  from  the  Scriptures,  he 
chose  the  message  from  Isaiah 


that  spoke  of  concern  and  com¬ 
passion: 

“The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
upon  me,  because  he  has  anointed 
me  to  preach  good  news  to  the 
poor.  He  has  sent  me  to  proclaim 
release  to  the  captives  and  re¬ 
covering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to 
the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  those 
who  are  oppressed,  to  proclaim 
the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord” 
(Luke  4:18-19). 

Human  Relations  Day  and  the 
offering  on  that  day  offers  the 
opportunity  for  us  to  do  some¬ 
thing  in  line  with  this  concern. 

The  Voluntary  Service  Pro¬ 
gram  was  an  innovative  program 
begun  during  the  last  quadren¬ 
nium  under  the  Fund  for  Recon¬ 
ciliation.  Rather  than  sending 
out  teams  to  do  things  for  others, 
it  seeks  local  involvement  of 
young  people  and  members  of 
minority  groups.  As  a  result,  the 
program  has  had  half  of  its  work¬ 
ers  from  the  black,  brown  and 
red  communities. 

The  participants  tend  to  be 
young  people  who  were  raised  in 
the  church  but  many  of  whom 
abandoned  the  institutional 
church.  However,  they  have  not 
forgotten  the  message  of  the 
church  and  want  to  serve  and 
assist  others.  Most  of  the  parti¬ 
cipants  serve  only  on  a  subsis¬ 
tence  basis. 

Another  program  started  under 
the  Fund  for  Reconciliation 
which  accomplished  much  was 
the  Black  Community  Developers 
Program.  Among  the  number  of 
purposes  for  this  program  two 


primary  ones  were:  (1)  to  enable 
black  laymen  and  clergy  —  the 
black  church  —  to  lead  in  com¬ 
munity  development;  (2)  to  in¬ 
volve  the  black  church  not  only 
in  freeing  the  black  community 
but  also  in  obtaining  social  jus¬ 
tice  in  all  institutions  and  for  all 
members  of  society. 

One  of  the  goals  was  to  effect 
social  change  through  church  in¬ 
volvement  and  to  strengthen 
churches  by  developing  stronger 
black  leadership.  The  community 
developers  and  the  churches  with 
which  they  worked  became  in¬ 
volved  in  specific  action  pro¬ 
grams  to  deal  with  prison  reform, 
employment,  drugs,  communica¬ 
tions,  youth  services,  economic 
development,  political  action, 
housing,  welfare,  education  and 
health.  Many  developefs  led  out 
in  a  wide  variety  of  projects. 

In  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  a  campus 
minister  coordinated  a  group 
working  on  police-community  re¬ 
lations.  The  group  included  a 
lawyer  involved  in  the  Civil  Lib¬ 
erties  Union,  a  staff  person  from 
Model  Cities  Program,  a  house¬ 
wife  active  in  organizing  a  pilot 
project  in  related  community 
council,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest, 
and  a  representative  of  an  or¬ 
ganization  of  black  police.  This 
was  one  of  such  projects  in  16 
cities  during  the  last  quadrennium 
attempting  to  bring  about  better 
relations  between  police  and  com¬ 
munities,  particularly  communi¬ 
ties  of  minority  groups. 

A  new  program  to  be  initiated 
by  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  will  receive  some 


funding  from  the  Human  Rela¬ 
tions  Day  offering.  This  is  the 
training  program  for  American 
Indians,  Hispanic  Americans  and 
Asian  Americans.  In  the  past 
little  has  been  done  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  provide  op¬ 
portunities  for  training  for  min¬ 
isters  and  young  people  in  these 
ethnic  groups. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  will  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  planning  the  projects 
under  this  program  of  training  in 
cooperation  with  these  three 
ethnic  groups.  The  request  from 
the  groups  is  for  provision  for 
in-Service  training  for  ministers 
and  scholarship  funds  for  young 
people. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


A  course  on  the  devil  was  offered  at  Fordham  Uni¬ 
versity  in  New  York  for  the  first  time  this  semester, 
and  aroused  such  interest  it  was  filled — 35  students 
— ^within  a  few  minutes  after  registration  opened, 
according  to  Father  Robert  E.  McNally,  S.J.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  theology  department  at  the  Jesuit  institu¬ 
tion.  He  said  some  people  have  asked  him  whether 
his  devilology  class  will  be  making  field  trips.  He 
suggested  that  they  might  “make  out  a  list  of  places 
to  visit.”  Father  McNally’s  course  is  only  one  of 
many  recent  signs  of  a  growing  interest  in  the  devil. 

Evangelist  BiUy  Gr^bam  preached  a  special 
sermon  cm  *^cmth  and  the  Devil”  at  his  recent 
Oeveland  crusade.  He  said,  “Five  years  ago  if 
I  had  talked  on  tliis  subject  to  university  stu¬ 
dents,  I  would  have  been  greeted  with  sneers 
and  laugliter.”  “Today’s  students  want  to  know 
about  the  devil  and  witchcraft  and  the  occult,” 
the  evangelist  said. 

Writing  in  Rude  Pravo,  principal  organ  of  the 
Czechoslovak  Communist  Party,  Professor  Jiri 
Loukoutka  criticized  sociological  research  into  “re¬ 
ligiousness.”  He  said  that  sociologists  in  Czechoslo¬ 
vakia  expected  such  research  to  help  them  to  in¬ 
crease  the  effectiveness  of  scientific-atheistic  propa¬ 
ganda.  But  they  had  found,  especially  in  the  Slovak 
region,  that  religion  “is  deeply  rooted  in  the  people, 
and  that  every  form  of  atheistic  propaganda  is  re¬ 
jected.” 

Kidiop  Robert  E.  Goodridt,  Jr.  of  the  Missouri 
area  of  United  Methodism,  addressing  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Evangelism  recently,  said  one  the  es¬ 
sential  functions  ol  the  local  church  should  be 
as  a  “care  center  where  people  feel  accepted 
and  loved.”  He  held  that  tiie  local  church, 
thoi^  failing  at  some  points,  “is  the  place 
where  the  promises  (of  the  Gospel)  can  become 
real.” 


Statis^  gathered  by  the  Nal’L  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  headquarters  in  New  Brunswich,  NJ. 
diow  that  about  h^  of  the  Boy  Scoot  units  in 
the  nation  are  spoosmed  by  rel^ous  groiqis. 
Umted  Methodists  led  die  list  with  15,571 
umts,  followed  by  the  Roman  Cathdk  Church 
widi  a  total  of  12,861  Scout  units.  Others  rank¬ 
ing  high  on  the  li^  w«%  the  Church  of  Latter- 
toy  Sk^ts  (Mormon),  Baptist  denominations, 
Pr^yterians  and  Lutterans. 

During  a  recent  personal  visit  with  Israeli  Prime 
Minister  Golda  Meir  former  Astronaut  James  Irwin 
recalled  that  it  was  an  impressive  experience  to  see 
the  earth  shrink  through  the  window  of  the  space 
capsule.  Irwin  told  Mrs.  Meir  that  to  look  at  the 
earth  from  the  vantage  point  of  the  moon  is  to  “feel 
you  are  looking  at  the  earth  with  the  eyes  of  God.” 
Mrs.  Meir  nodded  and  responded  by  saying  that  she 
“felt  like  this  at  Mt.  Sinai”  when  she  saw  the  Holy 
Land  as  Moses  must  have  seen  it  when  he  received 
the  Ten  Commandments. 

Hie  World  Council  of  Churches  has  announced 
from  Geneva  that  it  is  sending  14  tons  of  med¬ 
icines  and  surgical  supplies  to  Hanoi  before  the 
end  of  January.  The  materials  were  scheduled 
to  be  handed  over  to  representatives  of  North 
Vietnam  and  the  Provisional  Revolutionary 
Government  of  South  Vietnam  (Vietcong)  in 
Paris  on  Jan.  12. 

Effective  modem  library  service  for  churches  and 
synagogues  will  be  the  topic  of  a  conference  sched¬ 
uled  during  the  month  of  March  in  Albuquerque,  N. 
Mex.  The  first  New  Mexico  Church  and  Synagogue 
Library  workshop,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  New  Mexico  and  the  national  Church 
and  Synagogue  Library  Assn.,  will  feature  work¬ 
shop  sessions  and  panel  discussions  by  leading  New 
Mexico  church  librarians. 

The  Nafl.  Council  of  Churches  has  asked  the 
federal  government  to  allow  a  second  thousand 
Asians  expelled'  from  Uganda  to  be  resettled  in 
tbe  U.S.  The  Rev.  John  Schauer,  director  of  the 
imm^ration  and  refugee  prc^ram  of  the  NCC’s 
Church  World  Service,  said  Protestant  families 
have  offered  to  take  more  of  the  refugees  than 
his  agency  has  people  to  place.  The  CouncU 
said  ^t  more  than  2,000  Ugandan  Asians  are 
in  European  resettlement  camps  but  that  there 
is  no  assurance  they  will  be  allowed  permanent 
residence  there. 


Sen.  Abraham  A.  Ribicoff  (Conn.)  has  introduced 
legislation  in  the  Senate  which  would  give  tax  relief 
to  parents  and  students  paying  the  costs  of  a  college 
education  at  any  institution,  including  those  relig¬ 
iously  affiliated.  The  measure  would  provide  an  in¬ 
come  tax  credit  of  up  to  $325  on  the  first  $1,500  of 
tuition,  fees,  books  and  supplies.  The  credit  would 
be  reduced  gradually  as  the  taxpayer’s  adjusted  gross 
income  exceeds  $15,000,  and  no  taxpayer  with  an 
annual  income  above  $31,250  would  be  eligible  for 
a  credit. 

P^nts  and  relatives  of  missionaries  wishing  to 
visit  them  at  then:  overseas  posts  are  eUgiUe 
fw  “very  attractive  air  fares”  through  an  inde¬ 
pendent,  interdenominational,  non-profit  organ¬ 
ization,  according  to  the  January  issue  of  Mis¬ 
sion  Intercom  (Washington,  D.C.  based  pub¬ 
lication).  Pastors  and  parish  priests  who  also 
wkh  to  visit  missionaries  w  who  want  to  study 
irassion  projects  are  eligible  too,  the  publica¬ 
tion  points  out.  Additional  information  is  avail¬ 
able  from  L.W.A.  Ruijgrok,  Society  for  the  In¬ 
terests  of  Active  Missionaries  in  Asia/ Africa, 
105,  Gerard  Brandstraat,  Leiden,  The  Nether¬ 
lands.  Fares  listed  are  from  New  York  to  nu¬ 
merous  foreign  destinations. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Kraft,  professor  at  Fuller  Seminary’s 
School  of  World  Mission  and  Institute  of  Church 
Growth  (Pasadena,  Calif.),  writing  for  the  Jan.  19 
issue  of  Christianity  Today,  points  out  that  Jesus 
dealt  with  different  persons  according  to  their  indi¬ 
vidual  backgrounds.  “He  rather  incarnated  Himself 
in  a  specific  Galilean  village  within  a  specific  human 
culture,  focusing  an  incredible  amount  of  attention 
on  twelve  individuals  with  whom  He  dealt  in  speci¬ 
fically  appropriate  Galilean  Hebrew  ways.  He,  fur¬ 
ther,  dealt  with  Nicodemus  in  one  way,  with  the 
Rich  Young  Ruler  in  another,  with  the  Woman  at 
the  Well  in  yet  another  way,”  the  professor  of  mis¬ 
sionary  anthropology  and  African  affairs  said.  For 
these  reasons,  he  concludes  Key  73  should  be  aware 
“of  the  need  for  a  diversity  of  approaches  and  as 
tolerant  of  a  diversity  of  responses.” 

John  Dixon,  Washington,  executive  director  of 
the  Center  for  a  Voluntary  Society,  said  the  re¬ 
ligious  community  must  develop  systems  ana¬ 
lysts.  Prophets  like  Jeremiah,  Isaiah  and  Hosea 
were  “walking  think  tanks”  and  the  world  to¬ 
day  needs  men  of  their  caliber,  he  said. 

t 


The  entire  missionary  force  of  the  Sudan  Interior 
Mission  and  Mennonite  medical  personnel  are  being 
withdrawn  from  the  Somalia  Republic  in  East  Af¬ 
rica,  Religious  News  Service  reports.  Withdrawals 
are  said  to  be  in  keeping  with  a  process  of  national¬ 
ization  of  all  foreign-run  schools,  hospitals  and  so¬ 
cial  institutions  in  the  small,  predominantly  Islamic 
nation  which  was  declared  a  “Socialistic  state”  in 
1970  by  its  ruler,  Gen.  Mohammed  Siad  Bare. 

A  four-toy  INSEARCH  conference  in  Chicago 
dealing  with  the  future  of  religion  in  America 
attracted  more  than  80  Roman  Catholic,  Prot¬ 
estant,  Orthodox  and  Jewish  religious  leaders 
from  throughout  the  country.  The  conference, 
sponsored  by  the  Minneapolis-based  George  D. 
Dayton  Foundation  was,  according  to  one  ob¬ 
server,  a  s^nificant  departure  from  previous 
interr^gious  gatherings  in  that  ecumenical  ac¬ 
tivity  and  endeavor  was  not  even  mentioned — 
it  was  taken  for  granted. 

Speaking  to  an  underlying  conclusion  that  much  of 
the  humanistic  religious  idealism  of  the  1960s  is 
now  undergoing  decline,  especially  social  activism 
in  the  churches,  several  participants  in  the  recent 
Chicago  INSEARCH  Conference  stressed  the  need 
for  a  more  “personal  approach  to  life”  through  re¬ 
ligion.  “We  have  emerged  from  the  civil  rights 
struggle  in  a  state  of  exhaustion  and  sterility,”  said 
the  Rev.  Jitsu  Morikawa,  a  national  mission  leader 
of  the  American  Baptist  Church.  He  added  that  the 
“dimension  of  transcendence”  has  been  lost  and 
Americans  have  failed  to  draw  upon  the  deep  well- 
springs  of  religion. 


BANGKOK  —  Dr.  Philip  A.  Potter  (right),  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  chats  with  three  Asian  Christian  leaders  during  the 
WCC-sponsored  Conference  on  Salvation  Today  in  Bangkok.  From  left  are: 
T.  B.  Simatupang  and  U  Kyaw  Than  of  the  East  Asia  Christian  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  the  Rev.  Wichean  Watakeecharoen,  general  secretary  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  Thailand.  In  his  address  to  the  200  participants  from 
69  countries  at  the  Conference,  Dr.  Potter  said  that  Christian  mission  and 
evangelism  must  be  seen  as  activities  of  the  ‘“whole  people  of  God" 
rather  than  the  tasks  of  professional  workers.  (RNS  Photo) 
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(Left  to  right)  Cecil 
Bland  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  Office;  Tom 
Matheny,  Conference  lay 
leader;  Marjorie  Morris 
and  Dr.  Virgil  Morris, 
executive  director  of 
South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  These  Louisianans 
jwere  photographed  by 
William  M.  Shepherd, 
Little  Rock  Conference 
lay  leader,  during  Jan. 
12-14  Mid-Winter  Lay 
Conference  held  at  St. 
Francis  de  Sales  Center 
for  Christian  Renewal 
in  Oklahoma  City. 


Counseling 

Conference 

Mrs.  Eugene  E.  Gardner,  a  regis¬ 
tered  nurse  from  Shreveport,  is  the 
first  person  to  register  for  the  April 
2-3  counseling  conference  to  be  led  by 
Dr.  Wayne  E.  Oates  at  the  Louisiana 
Baptist  Children’s  Home  in  Monroe. 
She  has  attended  previous  conferences 
led  by  Dr.  Oates  at  the  Home. 

This  will  be  the  fourth  consecutive 
year  that  the  child  care  agency  has  had 
Dr.  Oates  lead  conferences  designed 
to  help  pastors  and  others  who  counsel 
with  families  in  crises  situations.  Sev¬ 
eral  United  Methodists  have  attended 
each  year. 

Supt.  Wade  B.  East  said  that  inter¬ 
ested  persons  regardless  of  profession 
or  denominational  affiliation  are  in¬ 
vited  to  register  for  the  conference. 
Afternoon  and  evening  sessions  are 
slated  for  April  2  with  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions  April  3.  This  sched¬ 
ule  will  make  it  possible  for  persons 
attending  to  have  to  spend  only  one 
night  away  from  home. 

Attendance  must  be  limited  to  the 
first  150  persons  who  send  a  $5  regis¬ 
tration  fee  made  payable  to  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Baptist  Children’s  Home  at  Box 


from  page  one 
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Carroll,  First  Church,  Natchitoches; 
Miss  Rita  Ellison,  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Monroe;  Miss  Jo  Ann  Garma,  Mun- 
holland,  Metairie;  Mrs.  Hubert  A. 
Gibbs,  Lake  Charles;  the  Rev.  Kent 
Kilbourne,  Munholland,  Metairie;  Mrs. 
John  McKenzie,  First  Church,  Monroe; 
Mrs.  Leroy  F.  Tonkin,  Jr.,  First 


4196,  Monroe,  La.  If  the  person  regis¬ 
tering  notifies  the  Home  by  March  15 
of  a  change  in  plans  which  would  pro¬ 
hibit  attendance,  the  fee  will  be  re¬ 
funded. 

Those  attending  will  make  their  own 
arrangements  for  lodging  and  meals 
during  the  conference. 

Dr.  Oates  is  professor  of  psychology 
of  religion  and  pastoral  c^l^e  at  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  is  the  author  of 
about  20  books  in  the  counseling  field, 
t 


Dr.  Paul  W.  Brand  (center).  Chief  of  Rehabilitation  Branch  at  U.S. 
Public  Health  Hospital,  Carville,  La.,  was  featured  speaker  for 
the  opening  session  of  the  Mission  Study  on  India  at  First  Church, 
New  Orleans  on  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  14.  Shown  with  him  are  Dr. 
Robert  F.  Dyer  (left),  charge  lay  leader,  and  Glenn  A.  White 
(right),  chairman  of  Work  Area  for  Missions.  Dr.  Brand,  born  of 
British  missionary  parents  in  India,  for  19  years  taught  surgery 
at  Christian  Medical  College  in  India.  He  is  widely  known  as  the 
first  surgeon  in  the  world  to  demonstrate  the  feasibility  of  pre¬ 
vention  and  correction  of  leprosy  deformities,  and  directs  such  a 
program  at  the  only  leprosy  hospital  in  continental  U.S. A.  He  is 
also  Clin  ical  Professor  of  Surgery  at  L,S  U. 


Members  of  the  staff  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  are  shown  looking  over  worksheets  of  those  who  sub¬ 
scribe  to  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  and  working  out  plans 
to  get  renewal  of  present  subscriptions  -  and  new  subscribers. 
(Left  to  right)  J.  R.  Collier,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor,  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Gillespie,  and  0.  H.  Patterson. 


Church,  New  Orleans;  Mrs.  Janice 
Vernell  Burgess,  Trinity  Church,  Rus- 
ton;  Mrs.  Connie  Crofoot  McKenzie, 
First  Church,  West  Monroe,  and  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Dunbar,  First  Church, 
Lake  Charles. 

CEF  membership  is  open  to  any 
persons  serving  as  educators  in  church¬ 


es  in  our  Conference  (full  time  or  part 
time).  The  next  meeting  for  the  chap¬ 
ter  is  scheduled  to  be  held  on  May  3, 
with  the  Rev.  Harold  Hipps,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Fellowship. 
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Travis  Center  Achievement  Banquet 

by  James  Graham,  Coordinator 
Shreveport  Metro-Ministries 


The  Travis  Street  Center  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  a  project  of  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  recently  held  its  Annual 
Achievement  Banquet  at  the  Freeman 
and  Harris  Restaurant.  The  affair  was 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Christian 
Social  Concerns  at  First  Church.  The 
master  of  ceremonies  was  Raymond 
Love,  a  student  at  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity.  The  speaker  for  the  occasion  was 
Billy  Ray  Ellerby,  a  student  at  Bishop 
College. 

Special  guests  at  the  banquet  were 
David  Caskey,  Glenn  Walker,  and 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Wafer  of  the  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns  at  First 
Church;  the  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton, 
pastor  of  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church;  Jim  McCutchens  representing 
Wiley  College,  and  Mel  McGaha,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  Shreveport  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department. 

A  special  feature  of  the  occasion 
was  a  film  presentation  by  Arthur 


Chapman,  a  member  of  St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  film, 
made  by  Randy  Jackson,  a  member  of 
First  Church,  was  called,  “The  World 
Around  First  Methodist  Church.” 
Members  of  the  Travis  Street  Center 
who  are  in  military  service  and  in  col¬ 
leges  were  given  special  recognition. 
The  director  of  the  Travis  Street  Cen¬ 
ter,  Maurice  Monroe,  and  the  coordin¬ 
ator  of  Metropolitan  Ministries,  James 
Graham,  were  also  given  special  recos- 
nition. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  program 
at  the  Travis  Street  Center  in  1972 
was  the  completion  of  the  Travis  Street 
Community  Park.  This  was  a  project 
sponsored  by  the  Shreveport  Jaycees, 
under  the  leadership  of  Frank  Akins 
and  Larry  Smith.  The  land  for  the 
park  was  donated  by  the  owners  of 
Freeman  and  Harris  —  Arthur  Chap¬ 
man,  Tody  Wallette,  and  Pete  Harris. 
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THE  NEW  ORLEANS  District  Youth 
Workshop  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  27,  from  9  a.m.  until  2  p.m.  at 
the  Elysian  Fields  United  Methodist 
Church. 

A  LAY  SPEAKERS  Training  School 
is  being  held  at  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Jennings  on  these 
dates:  Jan.  11,  18,  25  and  Feb.  1. 

A  COMMUNITY  KEY  73  Rally  was 
sponsored  by  the  DeRidder  Ministerial 
Association.  It  was  held  on  Sunday 
evening,  Jan.  14,  at  the  First  Pente¬ 
costal  Church.  An  80-voice  choir  was 
directed  by  Mrs.  Stuart  Kay,  Jr.,  Meth¬ 
odist  choir  director.  The  sermon  was 
by  the  Rev.  Odell  Simmons,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church. 

A  KEY  73  SPONSORED  youth  pro¬ 
gram  was  held  in  the  Welsh-Roanoke 
Junior  High  Auditorium  on  Saturday 
night,  Jan.  20.  The  One  Way  Singers 
from  JonesvUle,  comprised  of  youth 
from  different  churches,  presented  the 
program. 

THE  REV.  JOE  SWEAT,  pastor  of 
the  First  Christian  Church  in  Sulphur, 
was  a  guest  preacher  in  the  Henning 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
Sulphur,  Sunday  morning,  Jan.  21. 
The  Rev.  Moses  Jackson  spoke  at  the 
evening  service.  The  Rev.  Ray  Branton 
is  the  Henning  pastor. 

HAROLD  PRICE,  executive  director 
of  Baton  Rouge  Youth,  Inc.,  was  the 
speaker  on  “Juvenile  Corrections:  A 
New  Approach”  in  University  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge, 
Jan.  14.  Dr.  Lamar  E.  Smith  is  the 
pastor  of  University  Church,  and  the 
Rev.  C.  Randal  James  is  associate. 

DENHAM  SPRINGS  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  holding  worship  services  on 
Sunday  morning  at  8:30  in  the  First 
Baptist  Church  due  to  the  burning  of 
their  sanctuary  on  Jan.  13.  They  are 
able  to  have  Sunday  school  in  their 
educational  building  after  cleaning 
smoke  and  soot  damage.  Their  evening 
services  are  also  held  in  the  educational 
building.  The  Rev.  Carey  Martin  is 
pastor. 

THE  TRUTH  SEEKERS,  youthful 
singing  group  from  First  Church,  Min- 
den,  are  scheduled  to  sing  at  the  an¬ 
nual  Minden  Chamber  of  Commerce 
banquet  on  Thursday,  Jan.  25.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jack  Holman,  Jr.  are  the 
directors.  A  public  address  system  has 
been  presented  to  First  Church  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  M.  S.  O’Dell,  Jr.,  especially 
to  be  used  by  the  Truth  Seekers.  The 
Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining  is  their  pastor. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  MILTON  TRAM¬ 
MELL,  members  of  the  Pollock  United 
Methodist  Church,  were  honored  on 
their  50th  wedding  anniversary  recent¬ 
ly  with  a  reception  held  at  the  home 
of  their  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Vergil  Cheveallier. 


A  YOUTH  RESEARCH  SURVEY 
will  be  made  in  Monroe  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  27,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr.,  associate 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church. 

DR.  ROBERT  DYER  and  Andrew 
Weir  are  leading  a  study  for  the  Home¬ 
builders  Sunday  School  Class  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Discussions  center  around  Dr. 
T.  A.  Harris’  “I’m  OK— You’re  OK,” 
which  revolves  on  the  Parent-Adult- 
Child  (P-A-C)  analysis.  The  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.  is  pastor. 

THE  ECUMENICAL  LUNCHEON, 
sponsored  by  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches,  will  be  held 
on  Sunday,  Feb.  11,  at  1  p.m.  at  the 
cafeteria  of  the  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  Advance  reser¬ 
vations  are  necessary  and  the  lunch¬ 
eon  cost  is  $2.50. 

C.  D.  COBURN  is  serving  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Administrative  Board  in 
Wisner  United  Methodist  Church.  Mrs. 
C.  L.  McDonald  is  chairman  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries.  W.  L.  Browder 
is  chairman  of  the  Baskin  Church  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board.  The  Rev.  A.  D. 
St.  Amant,  Jr.  is  pastor  of  both 
churches. 

THE  SHREVEPORT  Training  School 
will  be  held  on  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
Jan.  27  and  28.  The  Pre-School  Lab¬ 
oratory  Workshop  will  be  in  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  with  the  Rev. 
Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr.  as  host  minister. 
Elementary  Laboratory  Workshop  will 
be  in  the  Cedar  Grove  Church,  where 
the  Rev.  Robert  Potter  serves  as  pas¬ 
tor.  The  Youth  Laboratory  Workshop 
will  be  in  St.  Luke’s  Church,  of  which 
the  Rev.  James  Poole  is  pastor.  Addi¬ 
tional  sessions  will  be  during  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  hour  on  Feb.  4,  11  and  18. 

MAPLEWOOD  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
IST  Church  held  a  series  of  services 
from  Sunday,  Jan.  14,  through  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Jan.  17.  The  Rev.  George 
Ross,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
brought  the  messages.  Ralph  Newell 
was  soloist  and  song  leader.  Host  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  Tom  0-  Crosby,  Jr. 

MEMORIAL  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  of  Monroe  held  a  special  ves¬ 
per  service,  Jan.  21,  in  observance  of 
the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian 
Unity.  Father  Sam  Pollizzi,  Catholic 
chaplain  at  Northeast  Louisiana  Uni¬ 
versity,  was  guest  speaker.  The  service 
was  planned  by  the  Commission  on 
Ecumenical  Affairs.  The  Rev.  James 
Christie  is  the  Memorial  minister. 

THE  ISTROUMA  YOUNG  at  Heart 
Club  met  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  24,  with 
Mrs.  Earl  E.  Turner,  Sr.  as  guest 
speaker. 

THE  DMA  CLUB  for  senior  citizens 
in  Lake  Charles  met  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Jan.  24,  and  had  a 
musical  program  given  by  Mrs.  Elsye 
Mae  Sonnier. 

BILL  FORD,  chairman  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  will 
lead  the  Council  members  on  a  two- 
day  Planning  Retreat  at  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Camp,  Jan.  27  and  28. 


“UNIVERSITY  OF  UFE” 

,  at  ASBURY,  LAFAYETTE 

Four  prominent  Lafayette  citizens 
are  involved  in  leadership  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Life  series  being  held  in 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  La¬ 
fayette,  Jan.  21  and  28. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Purcell,  a  psychiatrist 
and  former  director  of  the  Lafayette 
Mental  Health  Center,  will  speak  on 
“Teenagers  Learning  to  Live  with  Par¬ 
ents  and  other  Adults.” 

Raymond  Blance,  Dean  of  Men  at 
USL,  will  have  as  his  topic,  “Learning 
to  Live  with  Young  Adults.” 

Dr.  Zerben  Bienvenu,  physician  and 
Roman  Catholic  layman,  will  lead 
“Adults  Learning  to  Live  with  Each 
Other.” 

Wayne  Culpepper,  director  of  La¬ 
fayette  Juvenile  and  Young  Adult 
Center,  will  speak  on  “Adults  Learn¬ 
ing  to  Live  with  Teenagers.”  The  Rev. 
James  J.  Caraway  is  the  Asbury  min¬ 
ister. 

t 

THE  YOUTH  CHOIR  of  Munholland 
Memorial  Church,  Metairie,  held  a 
retreat  at  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  all  day 
Saturday,  Jan.  20.  The  sessions  of 
learning  new  music  and  getting  organ¬ 
ized  for  the  months  ahead  was  held 
in  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
Baptist  young  people  joined  the  group 
for  a  mutual  sharing  session  that  night. 
The  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne,  Munholland 
associate  pastor,  directs  the  singers. 
The  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

JOSH  McDOWELL,  the  international 
traveling  representative  of  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ,  preached  in  both 
morning  services  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Jan.  21. 
Paul  Lyons  and  Andy  Hamilton,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Baton  Rouge  chapter  of 
the  Campus  Crusade,  participated  in 
the  Services.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.  is 
pastor. 

JOHN  WARD  is  serving  as  chairman 
of  the  Administrative  Board  in  the 
Covington  United  Methodist  Church 
during  1973.  John  P.  Moore  is  the 
vice-chairman,  Mrs.  Victor  Osb  is  sec¬ 
retary,  and  Perry  Goslin  is  treasurer. 
The  Rev.  Angus  Carruth  is  pastor. 


THE  JUNIOR  UMYF  from  Barks¬ 
dale  United  Methodist  Church,  Bos¬ 
sier  City,  held  a  retreat  at  the  Fortuna 
Camp  on  Lake  Bistineau  the  weekend 
of  Jan.  6.  The  Rev.  John  R.  Johns  is 
their  pastor. 


A  JOINT  COMMUNION  service  with 
the  Presbyterians  was  attended  by 
United  Methodists  of  First  Church, 
Crowley,  on  Christmas  Eve.  On  New 
Year’s  Eve,  the  Presbyterians  returned 
the  visit  by  attending  the  Covenant 
Service  at  the  Methodist  Church, 
where  the  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


THE  DeQUINCY  Women’s  Society 
and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  held  a 
joint  dinner  meeting  with  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  president  of  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  Women  as 
guest  speaker. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading:,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  gniide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Jan.  28 — Sunday  Gen.  1:1-19 

Jan.  29  .  Gen.  1:20-31 

Jan.  30  .  Gen.  2:1-14 

Jan.  31  .  Gen.  2:15-25 

Feb.  1  . Gen.  2:15-25 

Feb.  2  .  Psalm  95:1-11 

Feb.  3  .  Is.  45:4-13 

Feb.  4 — Sunday  _  Gen.  3:1-13 


North  Highlands  WSCS  of  Shreveport 
honored  Mrs.  George  Cole  with  a 
Special  Membership  for  her  devotion 
to  church  and  family.  Mrs.  Julian 
Garrett,  WSCS  president,  is  present¬ 
ing  the  pin  to  her. 

RADIO  STATION  KWKH  is  broad¬ 
casting  the  Sunday  evening  worship 
services  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport,  beginning  Jan. 
7,  from  8:30-9:00  p.m.  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  worship  services  are  telecast  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  on  KSLA,  Channel  12,  or 
on  KTBS,  Channel  3.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes, 
Jr.  is  the  senior  minister  at  First 
Church. 

* 

THE  JOYFUL  NOISE  Singers  from 
Louisiana  Tech’s  Wesley  Foundation 
led  a  service  of  worship  in  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on 
Sunday  evening,  Jan.  14.  Charles  Jen¬ 
nings  is  music  coordinator  for  16 
members  who  sing  to  the  accompani¬ 
ment  of  Johimy  Peoples  and  Mike 
Hart,  guitarists,  and  Wes  Lynch,  bass. 
The  Rev.  William  Stokes  is  the  Wesley 
Foundation  director. 

THE  WESLEYAN  BELL  CHOIR  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,^  presented  a  concert  and  clinic 
demonstration  for  a  music  workshop 
in  Dallas,  Texas,  Jan.  13.  The  work¬ 
shop  was  sponsored  by  the  Choristers 
Guild  at  the  Wilshire  Baptist  Church 
in  Dallas.  En  route,  the  Bell  Choir 
gave  a  concert  in  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Athens,  Texas,  on  Friday 
night.  Don  Allured,  director  of  music 
at  First  Methodist,  directs  the  group. 

P.  K.  KORNER 

ANITA  LYNN  RUSSELL  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blaine  Russell  of 
New  Iberia  on  Dec.  15.  Anita’s  mother 
is  the  former  Dixie  Bell.  The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  John  Bell  of  Gonzales  are  the 
proud  grandparents. 
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Officers  for -United  Methodist  Women  in  Memorial  Church  of  Mathews,  La., 
were  installed  during  Sunday  morning  worship,  Jan.  7.  Front  row,  left: 
Mrs.  Paul  Morris,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Wollen  Falgout,  president;  Mrs. 
Tom  Woodruff,  treasurer.  Back  row:  Dr.  B.  Joseph  Martin,  pastor;  Mrs. 
Earl  Bourgeois,  chairman  spiritual  growth;  Mrs.  N.  J.  Bananto,  Christian 
social  relations;  Mrs.  Charles  Dowd,  program  resources;  Mrs.  B.  Joseph 
Martin,  membership. 


MacDonell  Methodist  Center 
Memorials,  Honorariums  and  Gifts 


MEMORIALS 

J.  L.  CALDWELL 
by  Mrs  .  Catherine  P .  Duncan , 
Bastrop- 

FELIX  ELTON  McCLANAHON 
by  Algiers  Adult  S  .S .  Class, 

New  Orleans 
MRS.  L.  M.  McIntyre 
by  United  Methodist  Women,  Delhi 
MRS .  OLLIE  CLARK 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  P.  W.  Howard, 

Baton  Rouge 

MISS  MARTHA  BOGARD 
by  Sybil  S .  Hale,  Logansjxjrt 
J .  ARTHUR  PURVIS 
by  Mrs  ,  Dorothy  W.  Colson, 

Oak  Grove 
MRS.  WELS  BRUE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Leo  K .  Brue, 
LeCompte 
MRS .  EDNA  COLE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  R .  J .  Petty, 

Florien 

MRS.  T.  E.  KIRKPATRICK 
by  Mrs  .  Louis  M .  Bennett,  Monroe 
MRS.  JULIA  C.  CLARK 
by  Mrs  .  Charles  Prescott, 

Opelousas 

MRS.  T.  E.  KIRKPATRICK 
by  Weeleyan  Service  Guild, 
Fasnnerville 

HONORARIUMS 

Mrs .  Jack  Warren 
by  First  Church  WSCS,  Bastrop 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Thatcher,  Sr. 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  S.  C.  Collins,  Houma 

GIFTS  OF  APPRECIATION 

Mrs.  Dorothy  F.  Matherne,  Houma 
Miss  Loulie  Pugh,  Houma 
Mr.  &  Mrs .  Thomas  C.  Ctimpbell, 
Houma 

The  McLain  Circle,  Franklin 
Bastrop  Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 
Bastrop 

J.  W.  Ingram,  Houma 

Alice  Shindledecker,  Indiana,  Pa. 

Sara  Wadsworth  Circle,  Bogalusa 


Mr.  &Mrs.  WilsieJ.  Picou,  Houma 
Franklin  WSCS,  Franklin 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  Homer 
Mrs  .  Thelma  Tillman,  Alexandria 
Carlton  B.  Neeland,  Mancelona,  Mich. 
First  Church  WSCS,  Bastrop 
Mer  Rouge  WSCS,  Mer  Rouge 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  George  A.  Perry, 

Galliano 

Louisiana  Land  &  Exploration  Co. 

New  Orleans 

Mr.  Lester  Batiste,  Lafayette 
Mr.  Harry  Kean  Day,  Sr.,  Baton  Rouge 
Our  Lady  of  the  Most  Holy  Rosary 
Altar  Society,  Hoiuna 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Norman  Burton,  Houma 
Mooringsport  WSCS,  Mooringsport 
Mrs .  Marguerite  Waggoner,  Lockport 
Frances  McLean  Circle,  Crowley 
Renee  Pierce,  West  Monroe 
Circle  4  of  First  Church,  New  Orleans 
Haynesville  WSCS,  Haynesville 
First  Church  WSCS,  Bastrop 
New  Iberia  WSCS,  New  Iberia 
Business  &  Professional  Women's  Club, 
Houma 

Doyline  WSCS,  Doyline 
B.  A.  Rose,  Opelousas 
Bastrop  Memorial  WSG,  Bastrop 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Morris,  Lockport 
Dr.  M.  E.  Boustany,  Lafayette 
Mr.  James  Castille,  Lafayette 
Mr.  Roland  Champagne,  Houma 
Rainbow  Girls,  Houma 
Mr.  &Mrs.  W.  G.  Dryden,  Houma 
Frank  T.  Hunter,  Abbeville 
Urania  WSCS,  Urania 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Cole,  Houma 
Mr.  &  Mrs .  W.  F.  Pierce,West Monroe 
Pineville  First  Church,  Pineville 
Kinder  WSCS,  Kinder 
Berwick  WSCS .  Berwick 
Munholland  Church  WSCS,  Metairie 
First  Church  WSCS,  Lafayette 
Dr.  W.  P.  Beaneaud,  Jr.,  Lafayette 
Circle  3  of  Rayne  Memorial  Church, 
New  Orleans 

Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  Unit  1, 
Shreveport 

Wesley  Sunday  School  Class, 

Baton  Rouge 

Berwick  Church  WSCS,  Berwick 


NORA  WARE  HONORED  TREASURER  FOR  WOMEN 

AT  LAKE  CHARLES  CHURCH  HONORED  IN  “PERSONALITIES” 


A  reception  in  Fellowship  Hall  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  Sunday  afternoon,  Jan.  14, 
honored  Mrs.  C-  S.  (Nora)  Ware  who 
was  retiring  after  serving  20  years  as 
secretary  of  the  church.  In  the  receiv¬ 
ing  line  with  Mrs.  Ware  were  Dn 
George  Pearce,  Jr.,  pastor,  and  Charles 
Carver,  chairman  of  the  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee,  and  their  wives. 

Attending  were  a  number  of  min¬ 
isters  with  whom  Mrs.  Ware  had 
worked:  the  Rev.  James  W.  Ailor  and 
the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar,  both 
presently  on  the  staff,  and  former  min¬ 
isters:  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.,  Dr. 
George  W.  Pomeroy,  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Fred  O.  Shirley  from  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald 
Hall  from  Bunkie. 

Rodney  Vincent,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  presented  Mrs. 
Ware  with  a  check,  a  gift  from  the 
congregation,  and  Mr.  Carver  presented 
a  Certificate  of  Appreciation  signed  by 
the  ministers  in  attendance. 

t 

CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED 

Church  women  United  of  Greater 
New  Orleans  will  have  the  Annual  As¬ 
sembly  on  Friday,  Jan.  26,  at  Christ 
Church  Cathedral,  2919  St.  Charles 
Ave.,  beginning  at  9:45  a.m.  Dr.  Da¬ 
vid  E.  Mason,  executive  director  of  the 
New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches, 
will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Mrs.  Estell 
Dameron,  president  of  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United  in  Louisiana,  who  lives  in 
Pineville,  will  lead  the  worship  service 
and  install  the  newly  elected  officers. 
Lunch  will  follow. 

The  Lafayette  area  of  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United  scheduled  the  Annual 
Meeting  for  Monday,  Jan.  15,  at  the 
A  &  G  Cafeteria.  Mrs.  Estelle  Damer¬ 
on,  state  president,  was  the  speaker, 
t 

THE  MANGUM  MEMORIAL 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  met  in  the 
church  parlor  on  Jan.  22,  and  had  a 
slide  presentation  of  the  Holy  Land 
given  by  Harold  Miller. 

THE  MANSFIELD  WSG  held  a 
“Quiet  Breakfast”  to  observe  the  Call 
to  Prayer,  Jan.  5.  Mrs.  Bertha  Carter 
presented  the  program.  At  the  month¬ 
ly  meeting,  Jan.  18,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lowery  was  installed  as  president. 


Lois  Holdcraft 
Spencer  of  Farm- 
erville  is  listed  in 
the  1972  edition 
of  “Personalities 
of  the  South”  in 
recognition  of  past 
achievements  and 
outstanding  serv¬ 
ice  to  community 
and  state. 

Mrs.  Spencer, 
wife  of  James  T.  Spencer,  attorney  and 
first  assistant  district  attorney  of  the 
Third  Judicial  District,  graduated  from 
Linville  High  School  and  from  LSU 
with  a  B.S.  degree  in  Home  Econom¬ 
ics. 

She  is  the  mother  of  two  children, 
Jayme  Ruth,  a  librarian  in  Cairo, 
Egypt,  and  Charles,  a  freshman  in  LSU 
law  school. 

Mrs.  Spencer  has  provided  leader¬ 
ship  in  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion  Auxiliary,  Garden  Club, 
Book  Club,  O.E.S.,  Agricultural  Ex¬ 
tension,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  She  and  her  husband  began  a 
kindergarten  program  25  years  ago 
which  was  the  forerunner  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  pre-school  program  in  Union  Par¬ 
ish. 

Her  leadership  in  church  affairs  has 
been  on  local,  district  and  conference 
levels.  She  is  currently  the  treasurer  of 
the  Louisiana  WSCS  and  WSG  (now 
in  the  process  of  becoming  United 
Methodist  Women). 

t 

WOMEN  OF  BARKSDALE  Church, 
Bossier  City,  held  the  Service  of  Cele¬ 
bration  in  December,  at  which  time  the 
transition  from  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  was  made  to  United 
Methodist  Women.  Officers  installed 
by  the  Rev.  John  R.  Johns  include: 
Winnie  Hayford,  president;  Peggy 
Johns,  vice-president;  Mena  Neely, 
secretary;  and  Edith  Sanders,  treasurer. 
Mission  coordinators  include  Mildred 
McEacharn,  Jeanne  Benson,  Rita  Mc- 
Lallen  and  Jeanette  McCalman. 

DURING  THE  JANUARY  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  Month,  the  members  of 
Slidell’s  WSCS  will  honor  Guild  mem¬ 
bers  at  a  special  dessert  program  meet¬ 
ing,  Jan.  21,  at  2:30  p.m.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marcus  Burks  of  Baton  Rouge 
will  give  a  slide  commentary  on  their 
recent  trip  to  Africa. 


MRS.  JIMMY  JORDON  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  Special  Membership  by  Mrs. 
Arch  Hitch,  retiring  president  of  the 
St.  Bernard-St.  Claude  Heights  WSCS. 


MRS.  PAUL  C.  TAYLOR  showed 
slides  of  her  trip  to  India  at  the  Jan¬ 
uary  meeting  of  the  Carrollton  WSCS 
in  New  Orleans. 


Mrs.  Donna  Daniels,  at 
right,  president  of  the 
Roanoke  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild,  serves  chic¬ 
ken  gumbo  to  local  mem¬ 
bers  and  guests  from  the 
Welsh  Church  Guild. 
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'7<^  ScAwl 


By:  Alfred  A.  Knox 


LESSON  FOR  FEBRUARY  4;  A  New  Fleart  And  Spirit 


SCRIPTURE  BACKGROUND;  Ezekiel  11:14-21; 
36 

MEMORY  SELECTION;  A  new  heart  I  will  give 
you,  and  a  new  spirit  I  will  put  within  you; 
and  I  wfll  t^e  out  of  your  flesh  the  heart  of 
stcme  and  give  you  a  heart  flesK  Ezddel 
36:26 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  study  the  meaning  of 
**a  new  heart  .  .  .  and  sfurit”  m  Ezdkid’s 
teachings  as  allied  to  the  exiled  persons  and 
as  related  to  tte  quests  of  pe<^le  today. 

*  m.  * 

This  morning  we  filled  the  coffee  pot  and  plugged 
it  in,  and  in  minutes  coffee  was  ready  to  be  poured 
for  breakfast.  The  wall  clock  by  the  refrigerator 
indicated  the  hour  (which  wasn’t  especially  early 
this  Saturday  morning!).  The  radio  was  turned  on 
for  news  and  weather  reports.  Soon  sausage  and 
eggs  were  cooking.  Soxmds  like  a  sausage  commer¬ 
cial?  No,  it’s  a  “commercial”  about  God  and  his 
message  to  man. 

A  relative  in  Kansas  City  recently  wrote  us  about 
their  being  without  electricity  for  nearly  two  days 
because  of  a  severe  ice  storm.  During  that  period 
they  could  not  have  experienced  the  various  con¬ 
veniences  and  comtorts  referred  to  in  the  above 
opening  sentences.  Instead,  theirs  must  have  been 
a  time  of  great  inconvenience,  discomfort,  and  con¬ 
cern. 

In  another  day — ^long  before  the  advent  of  our 
modem  servants  of  gas,  electricity  telephone,  and 
so  on — ^many  thousands  of  Jews  were  struggling  for 
survival  in  a  distant  land.  They  had  been  uprooted 
from  their  native  soil  and  led  overland  to  become 
slaves  of  a  people  who  had  invaded  and  conquered 
their  country.  We  know  of  their  travail  in  their  new 
environment.  As  one  studies  the  record  of  those 
years  a  really  powerful  story  emerges  about  their 
feeling  of  loneliness  and  despair,  of  loss,  life  without 
purpose,  and  mourning  over  the  sad  events  as  their 
holy  city  was  stricken  and  the  temple  was  plundered 
and  ruined.  The  vital  thing  missing  from  their  exiled 
existence  was  a  presence  —  the  spiritual  energy 
presence  of  the  Lord.  This  lack  gnawed  at  their  be¬ 
ings  and  gradually  left  them  spiritless  and  purpose¬ 
less.  While  a  few  of  them  nurtured  their  faith  and 
felt  its  power  within,  most  of  them  succumbed  to 
the  terrible  despair  of  abandonment  by  the  God  of 
their  fathers.  The  former  presence  became  an  “ab¬ 
sence.”  Their  faith-energy  level  was  near  zero. 
Added  to  their  misery  was  the  most  overwhelming 
reality  of  all — God,  they  thought,  had  utterly  for¬ 
saken  them.  It  was  as  if  a  switch  had  been  set  to 
turn  off  the  surging  spiritual  power  they  needed  for 
meeting  each  day’s  worries  and  distresses. 

.  *  *  * 

WITHOUT  POWER 

Ezekiel  was  called  to  tell  his  people  that  God 
was  not  absent  from  them  but  that  they  were  absent 
from  God.  Jeremiah  had  stated  this  while  they  were 
still  at  home  and  the  temple  was  nearby.  What  an 
irony!  Close  to  the  place  where  God’s  presence 
would  be  specially  felt,  they  were  far  from  him. 
Then  living  as  captives  far  removed  from  the  sacred 
place,  God  was  even  less  real.  A  critical  test  of  their 
spiritual  vitality  revealed  a  deep  inadequacy. 

This  often  occurs.  While  life  is  going  smoothly 
and  somewhat  according  to  plan,  there  seems  to  be 
no  big  necessity  for  a  deep  faith.  Faith  is  on  standby. 


When  tragedy  strikes  as  in  a  personal  loss,  a  radical 
failing  of  fortune,  or  a  serious  physical  limitation 
brought  on  by  illness  or  accident — then  the  big  prob¬ 
lem  comes.  It  is  a  fact  of  life  that  the  tragedy  itself 
may  become  the  second  most  important  realization, 
for  its  effect  is  transferred  into  the  realm  of  the 
spiritual.  That  is  the  main  problem.  Many  are  ill- 
equipped  to  cope  with  spiritual  struggles.  The  person 
who  can  only  respond  with  a  “Why  did  this  have 
to  happen  to  me?”  gives  evidence  of  his  shallowness 
of  insight.  If  he  bitterly  protests,  “God  cannot  be 
good  and  loving  and  cause  this  to  happen,”  he  is 
verbalizing  what  his  inner  self  has  long  known — that 

he  has  little  comprehension  of  the  nature  of  God. 

*  *  * 

THE  HEART  OF  MAN 

Words  in  the  scriptures  sometimes  appear  to  be 
strangely  employed.  “Heart”  in  our  memory  selec¬ 
tion  refers  to  the  center  of  being  or  consciousness, 
and  not  to  the  hollow,  muscular  organ  of  circula¬ 
tion.  When  we  promise  “from  the  bottom  of  our 
heart”  to  do  a  certain  thing,  we  mean  to  emphasize 
the  sincerity  of  that  promise.  The  expression,  “heart 
and  soul,”  is  associated  with  the  giving  of  one’s 
full  effort  and  enthusiasm.  So  when  the  Lord  says, 
“A  new  heart  I  will  give  you,”  this  alludes  to  the 
new  level  of  sincerity  and  inner  source  of  strength 
and  effort  the  returning  exiles  will  experience  in 
their  role  as  God’s  people.  The  idea  points  back  to 
the  command,  “You  must  love  the  Lord  your  God 
with  all  your  heart  and  soul  and  strength.”  (Deut. 
6:5)  The  same  thought  is  in  the  observation  that 
“God  gave  Solomon  depth  of  wisdom  and  insight, 
and  understanding  as  wide  as  the  sand  on  the  sea¬ 
shore.”  (1  Kings  4:29)  The  apostle  writes  that  “The 
faith  that  leads  to  salvation  is  in  the  heart”  (Rom. 
10:10) — which  identifies  “faith”  as  an  inner,  cen¬ 
tralized,  energizing  will  toward  salvation. 

4:  *  * 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  MAN 

The  word  “spirit”  is  also  used  in  the  memory 
selection.  This  is  not  spelled  with  a  capital  “S”,  so 
it  is  not  designated  as  an  attribute  of  God  —  as 
“Holy  Spirit,”  for  example.  Rather,  the  idea  is  that 
one’s  life  principles  are  infused  by  God,  suggesting 
the  creation  account  which  states  that  “the  Lord 
God  formed  a  man  from  the  dust  of  the  ground 
and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life.” 
(Gen.  2:7)  Here  the  word  translated  “breath”  means 
something  like  “essence”  or  “power”.  This  is  our 
word  “spirit”  in  meaning,  and  is  how  we  should 
understand  the  statement,  “And  a  new  spirit  I  will 
put  within  you.”  The  Genesis  record  tells  about 
the  infusing  of  God’s  essence  and  power  in  created 
man,  and  Ezekiel  refers  to  the  re-infusing  of  divine 
qualities  in  the  returning  man.  The  apostle  reasserts 
the  principle  in  the  words  of  Jesus:  “The  words 
which  I  have  spoken  to  you  are  both  spirit  and  life.” 
(John  6:63) 

*  #  * 

BLESSING  FOR  SOME 
JUDGMENT  FOR  OTHERS 

The  Lord  was  both  ready  to  bless  his  people 
and  to  judge  their  oppressors:  “In  the  fire  of  my 
jealousy  I  have  spoken  plainly  against  the  rest  of 
the  nations,  and  against  Edom  above  all.  For  Edom, 
swollen  with  triumphant  scorn,  seized  on  my  land 
to  hold  it  up  to  public  contempt  ...  I  have  sworn 
with  uplifted  hand  that  the  nations  round  about  you 
shall  be  punished  for  their  taunts.”  (36:5,7)  We 


should  note  that  Edom  is  to  be  identified  with  Baby¬ 
lonia. 

Unfaithfulness  by  the  Jews  had  brought  their 
defeat  in  the  first  place.  Then  God  brings  forth  his 
own  to  hope  and  blessing  again,  and  proceeds  to 
bring  down  their  detractors.  The  time  of  slavery  of 
his  people  and  the  temporary  exultation  of  their 
captors  are  brought  to  a  climactic  conclusion  to¬ 
gether.  This  dual  feat  both  reduces  the  pagan  gods 
and  reveals  once  again  his  dominant  role  among  his 
own.  How  could  he  better  put  the  peoples  and  gods 
of  evil  to  rout  and  exalt  his  people  and  his  goodness! 

Judgment  is  of  God,  and  so  is  blessing.  These 
are  of  God  and  not  of  man.  We  “receive”  them; 
we  don’t  give  them.  What  we  do  or  don’t  do  may 
bring  judgment  or  blessing,  but  they  are  “brought” 
by  God.  He  utilizes  persons  to  warn  about  judgment 
and  blessing,  as  were  the  prophets  and  his  Son.  He 
draws  on  the  talents  and  energies  of  his  faithful 
children  to  serve  as  instruments  of  his  goodness. 

In  Psalms  72  it  is  believed  that  Solomon  is  ex¬ 
pressing  his  thoughts  as  he  assumed  the  throne  of 
his  departed  father.  King  David.  The  dramatic 
phrasing  of  his  prayer  includes  these  words:  “O  God, 
endow  the  king  with  thy  own  justice,  and  give  thy 
righteousness  to  a  king’s  son,  that  he  may  judge  thy 
people  rightly.”  (Ps.  72:1-2)  Righteousness  is  close 
kin  to  rightness.  The  way  of  the  righteous  is  blessed, 
and  “the  upright  man  is  secure  in  his  own  honesty.” 
(Prqv.  14:32)  These  aren’t  platitudes;  they  state  solid 
spiritual  tnith.  They  anticipate  the  further  teaching 
in  the  epistle  of  James:  “The  wisdom  from  above 
is  .  .  .  straightforward  and  sincere,  rich  in  mercy 
and  in  the  kindly  deeds  that  are  its  fruit.”  (James 
3:17) 

•  *  m 

UPS  AND  DOWNS 

The  people  taken  to  Babylonia  were  a  discour¬ 
aged,  disillusioned  group.  Their  hope  had  been  in 
the  strength  of  military  allies.  Their  faith  had  em¬ 
phasized  hard  labor,  economic  stability,  and  even  a 
strong  homelife.  God  was  displeased  with  the  fail¬ 
ure  to  place  him  as  their  first  concern. 

The  transplanted  people  in  Babylonia  were  con¬ 
fused  and  frustrated.  God  apparently  had  not  ^en 
strong  enough  to  save  them.  Far  from  home  and 
in  a  strange,  unfriendly  land,  their  hope  was  vir¬ 
tually  gone. 

The  returning  Jews  were  to  come  back  with  “a 
new  heart  and  spirit.”  They  were  to  rebuild  the 
holy  city,  its  walls  and  the  temple,  and  to  witness 
to  their  Lord.  He  would  be  their  God  and  they 
would  be  his  people  as  they  resumed  life  in  Pales¬ 
tine.  Such  a  return  would  be  a  real  homecoming! 

In  the  writings  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  we  learn 
about  the  transformation  which  came  about  follow¬ 
ing  the  returii  of  the  exiles.  The  ancient  laws  of 
Moses  were  dusted  off  and  reaffirmed.  The  walls  of 
Jerusalem  were  rebuilt.  The  temple  was  reconstructed 
and  reconsecrated.  Even  through  the  later  troubled 
times  when  the  Persians,  Alexander  the  Great,  and 
Romans  dominated  the  land,  the  people  persisted 
in  a  level  of  faith  that  kept  their  national  pride 
alive,  and  this  feature  is  in  evidence  in  the  Hrael 
of  today. 

*  *  * 

A  RETURN  TO  GOD 

A  flick  of  the  switch  or  the  turn  of  a  valve 
releases  energy  to  serve  man.  He  may  as  definitely 
tap  the  spiritual  resource,  God.  Renewal  is  first 
from  within.  To  clear  blighted  areas  of  our  cities  is 
part  of  our  task.  To  reach  forth  as  a  church  and  as 
Christians  to  persons  with  blighted  spirits  is  our 
duty  and  opportunity.  We  cannot  do  this  alone.  We 
must  go  to  them  with  true  healing  of  heart  and  spirit 
as  our  service.  We  go  in  the  name  of  Christ  or  we 
serve  with  limited  and  largely  external  results.  At 
the  close  of  the  story  about  the  vine  and  its  branches, 
Jesus  said,  “Apart  from  me  you  can  do  nothing.” 
(John  15:5) 

Next  week’s  lesson  takes  us  from  Jeremiah  and 
Ezekiel  to  two  other  prophets  whose  message  in¬ 
cluded  emphatic  promises  of  hope  and  judgment: 
Haggai  and  Zechariah.  Both  prophesied  to  the  Jews 
after  they  had  returned  to  Palestine  from  exile. 
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Human  relations  and  organizational 


Peruvian  Methodism  experiencing 
upsurge  of  interest  among  youth 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  A  revitaliz¬ 
ing  youth  ministry,  an  evangelism  em¬ 
phasis  and  an  urban  social  program 
using  lay  volunteers  are  on  the  pres¬ 
ent  or  immediate  future  agenda  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Peru. 

Further,  says  the  church’s  top  lead¬ 
er,  Peruvian  Methodists  continue  to 
use  and  want  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  the  U.S.,  to  fill  particu¬ 
lar  needs  and  to  “serve  in  partnerships 
in  the  Christian  mission.” 

Interviewed  on  a  recent  visit  to  New 
York  to  confer  with  United  Methodist 
World  Division  officials.  Bishop  Wen- 
ceslao  Bahamonde  is  in  his  third  year 
as  head  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Peru.  The  church  has  a  constituency 
of  about  3,000  and  came  to  autonomy 
in  1969.  It  was  formerly  the  Peru  An¬ 
nual  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  now  has  an  affiliated 
autonomous  relationship  with  United 
Methodism. 

Until  1972  youth  work  in  Peruvian 
Methodism  had  been  relatively  weak, 
but  this  year  there  has  been  a  “real 
awakening,  and  I  have  great  hope  for 
the  future,”  Bishop  Bahamonde  said. 
Young  people  are  determining  their 
own  program,  and  are  seeking  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  church  in  new  ways,  he 
added. 

Previously  there  was  apathy,  some 
youth  were  outside  the  church  criti¬ 
cizing  and  protesting,  while  still 
others  were  dropping  out,  the  bishop 
said.  Now  youth  groups  are  meeting 
for  Biblical  and  theological  study  of 
mission,  and  young  people  “are  on  the 
inside  of  the  church,”  urging  it  to  in¬ 
volvement  in  society,  he  said. 

The  study  groups  have  brought  to¬ 
gether  three  disparate  groups  —  radi¬ 
cal,,  conservative  and  those  in  the 
middle  who  tended  to  be  non-involved. 
Bishop  Bahamonde  observed.  Contrib¬ 
uting  to  the  youth  movement  is  a  new 
national  youth  coordinator  who,  as 
part  of  his  work,  is  meeting  with  15 


young  people  to  plan  a  national  con¬ 
sultation  to  which  every  church  will  be 
invited  to  send  representatives,  he  said, 
adding  that  “another  good  thing”  is 
that  most  adults  are  accepting  the  more 
active  role  of  youth.  “They’re  glad 
young  people  are  working  within  the 
church.” 

The  church  leader  stressed  that 
evangelism  continues  as  the  primary 
task  for  Peruvian  Methodists,  albeit  an 
evangelism  that  tries  to  relate  “verbal 
communication  of  the  Gospel  to  mean¬ 
ingful  social  ministries.”  In  1973  the 
church  will  launch  a  three-year  empha¬ 
sis  which  is  to  culminate  as  part  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council’s  special 
evangelistic  thrust  in  1975.  A  national 
consultation  on  evangelism  in  its  many 
aspects,  including  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  study  on  “Salvation  To¬ 
day,”  has  been  set  by  the  church  for 
next  year,  he  added. 

During  1968-72  Lima,  Peru’s  capi¬ 
tal,  was  designated  by  the  World  Di¬ 
vision  as  one  of  12  cities  for  a  special 
urban  emphasis,  and  Peruvian  Metho¬ 
dists  are  trying  to  follow  up  the  con¬ 
cern,  Bishop  Bahamonde  commented. 
One  form  this  is  taking,  he  said,  is  ur¬ 
ban  social  centers  where  persons  in¬ 
digenous  to  a  community  determine 
their  needs  and  then  ask  church,  gov¬ 
ernment  and  other  agencies  to  help. 

Methodists  sponsor  six  social  cen¬ 
ters  in  the  Lima  area,  of  which  three 
are  new.  Bishop  Bahamonde  said.  In 
several  of  these,  the  church  is  working 
with  the  government  which  encourages 
people  to  help  themselves  meet  felt 
needs.  The  church  is  training  lay  vol¬ 
unteer  social  workers  to  serve  as  “en¬ 
ablers”  in  helping  community  people 
help  themselves,  the  bishop  pointed 
out.  A  young  Peruvian  graduate  in  so¬ 
cial  service  has  recently  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  coordinate  training  of  vol¬ 
unteers,  he  added. 


skills  training  planned 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  Six 
training  opportunities  to  help  church 
leaders  with  basic  human  relations  and 
organizational  skills  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  here  by  the  Section  of  Local 
Church  Education  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Section  is  cooperating  with 
other  groups  in  the  sponsorship  of  the 
events. 

Related  to  each  of  the  six  events  or? 
behalf  of  the  Section  of  Local  Church 
Education  will  be  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
J.  Mitchell,  San  Diego,  Calif.,  who  is 
accredited  as  a  Laboratory  Educator 
and  Organization  Development  Con¬ 
sultant  by  the  International  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Applied  Social  Scientists,  Mr. 
Mitchell  is  a  former  staff  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  is  now  working  part  time 
at  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  San  Diego  and  part  time  as  a'  coiP' 
sultant. 

The  six  events  being  sponsored  in 
part  by  the  section  are: 

(Detailed  information  may  be  ordered 
from  Mr.  Mitchell,  5029  Park  West 
Avenue,  San  Diego,  Calif.  92117  or 
the  Section  of  Local  Church  Educa¬ 
tion,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
•37202) 

— ^Feb.  11-16,  Basic  Human  Relations 
Laboratory  at  Scarritt  Center  for 
Continuing  Education  in  Nashville. 
— ^April  3-11,  The  18th  Annual  Train¬ 
ing  Laboratory,  Green  Lake,  Wise., 
sponsored  by  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

— June  27-July  6,  The  National  Train¬ 
ing  Center  on  Human  Relations  and 
Organizational  Skills  at  Koinonia 
Retreat  Center,  near  Annandale, 
Minn.  This  event,  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  the  North 
Central  Jurisdictional  Leadership 
Development  Committee,  and  the 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference,  is 
designed  to  provide  advance  train¬ 
ing  for  leaders  from  across  the 


United  States. 

— July  30- Aug.  2,  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Association  of  Religion  and  Ap¬ 
plied  Behavioral  Science  (soon  to  be 
known  as  The  Association  for  Cre¬ 
ative  Change).  “Power,  Conflict, 
and  Ethics”  will  be  the  theme  of  the 
1973  meeting  which  will  be  held  at 
Snow  Mountain  Ranch  northeast  of 
Denver. 

— Aug.  6-11,  The  National  Training 
Center  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  will  host 
a  laboratory  co-sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodists  and  Lutherans, 
and  aimed  at  local  church  leaders 
and  members  who  have  not  had 
much  experience  in  training, 

— Oct,  30-Nov,  6,  the  South  Central 
National  Training  Center  for  Human 
Relations  and  Organizational  Skills 
at  the  Center  for  Renewal,  Saint 
Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

t 

DUKE  PROF  RECEIVES 
$L000  TEACHING  AWARD 

DURHAM,  N.C.  —  Dr.  Harold  T. 
Parker,  a  Duke  University  history  pro¬ 
fessor  who  regularly  rises  at  4  a.m.  to 
review  the  lectures  he  delivers  from 
memory,  has  been  awarded  the  Annual 
Distinguished  Teaching  Award  by  the 
National  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  $1,000  award  was  presented  at 
the  Association’s  annual  meeting  in 
San  Francisco  Sunday,  Jan.  14. 

Parker  was  described  in  the  first 
Duke  Student  -  Teacher  Evaluation 
Book  as  “the  finest  teacher  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity.” 

Author  of  two  books  on  European 
history  and  co-author  of  two  others  on 
western  civilization,  Parker  has  spent 
his  teaching  career  at  Duke  where  he 
became  an  instructor  in  1939. 
t 


Evangelism  Council  stresses  "Key  '73" 


Prayers  urged  for  Bishop  Muzorewa 


ARLINGTON,  Va.  (UMI)  —  The 
necessity  of  caring  for  people,  as  the 
primary  ingredient  for  evangelism,  per¬ 
meated  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Evangel¬ 
ism  here  Jan.  3-5. 

The  council,  an  auxiliary  to  the 
church’s  official  unit,  the  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship’s  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship,  stressed  the 
beginning  of  “Key  ’73,”  the  continent¬ 
wide,  interfaith  evangelistic  effort.  At¬ 
tended  by  some  500,  the  meeting  was 
held  in  Arlington  Temple  (United 
Methodist)  and  a  motel  only  a  block 
from  the  motel  in  which  “Key  ’73”  was 
conceived. 

Keynote  speaker  was  the  Rev.  Os¬ 
wald  C.  J.  Hoffman,  known  world¬ 
wide  as  the  Lutheran  Hour  speaker  on 
radio.  Part  of  the  problem  of  evangel¬ 
ism,  he  said,  is  that  “we  have  been  be¬ 
lieving  that  we  have  the  whole  world 
in  our  hands,  and  we  don’t.” 

Dr.  Hoffman  added,  “If  Key  ’73 
means  anything  at  all,  it  is  to  prepare 
the  people  of  God  and  get  them  with 
the  real  business  of  the  church  —  ‘he 
who  hears  my  words  and  does  them’.” 


The  church  cannot  solve  its  natural 
problems,  he  declared,  until  “it  gets 
about  its  main  business,  evangelism.” 
And  he  urged  an  end  to  the  argument 
over  “whether  the  witness  of  the 
church  is  message  or  mission  —  it  is 
both.” 

Current  aspects  of  the  charismatic 
movement  were  described  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  G.  Tuttle,  Jr.,  associate  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Colorado  Springs. 
Noting  that  the  movement  “has  not 
been  too  well  articulated,  especially  by 
Methodists,”  he  stressed  that  “being  a 
spirit-filled  Christian  doesn’t  mean  that 
I  am  better  than  you  but  that  I  am  bet¬ 
ter  than  I  was.” 

Charismatics,  said  Tuttle,  “don’t  feel 
as  though  they  have  arrived  (but  say 
that)  you  can  have  all  that  God  has  to 
offer  and  still  have  balance,  be  a  real 
person.”  He  added,  “charismatics  do 
not  bypass  the  intellect.  The  intellect 
is  simply  servant  to  the  will  of  God.” 
In  consideration  of  charisma,  he  pled 
that  churchmen  get  past  the  prejudice 
of  thinking  of  it  only  in  terms  of 
“speaking  in  tongues,”  since  nine  such 
gifts  are  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  An  appeal 
for  prayer  for  ailing  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Rhodesia,  and  a  report  of 
continuing  resolve  by  Africans  to 
achieve  their  human  rights  were 
brought  back  to  the  U.S.  by  a  high 
United  Methodist  mission  executive 
who  visited  Rhodesia  in  December. 

In  a  report,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac 
Bivens,  New  York,  said  new  laws 
enacted  by  Prime  Minister  Ian  Smith’s 
white  minority  government  tend  to 
move  the  country  closer  to  the  apart¬ 
heid  situation  in  neighboring  South 
Africa.  Dr.  Bivens  is  assistant  general 
secretary  for  Africa  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

In  Rhodesia  Dr.  Bivens  visited  Bis¬ 
hop  Muzorewa,  who  is  recovering 
from  an  illness  of  several  months. 
While  in  the  hospital,  the  government 
took  his  passport  and  travel  documents. 
Dr.  Bivens  said  he  also  spoke  with 
high  Rhodesian  officials,  including  a 
Cabinet  minister,  and  viewed  those 
contacts  as  “mutually  profitable.” 

While  the  ulcer  from  which  he  is 
suffering  has  improved  sufficiently  to 


leave  the  hospital.  Bishop  Muzorewa  is 
judged  by  his  doctors  to  require  more 
time  before  “he  is  in  full  swing,”  Dr. 
Bivens  said.  Also,  a  further  diagnosis 
of  his  condition  is  “absolutely  essen¬ 
tial,”  and  the  bishop  should  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  leave  Rhodesia  for  this,  he 
added. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  is  not  only  head 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  but 
continues  as  president  of  the  African 
National  Council,  which  is  leading 
peaceful  efforts  for  a  constitutional 
convention  to  establish  a  government 
proportionately  representative  of  Rho¬ 
desia’s  black  majority  as  well  as  its 
white  minority.  “There  is  no  doubt 
that  right  now  Bishop  Muzorewa  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church  are  a 
sounding-board  for  the  aspirations  of 
SVz  million  black  people  in  Rhodesia,” 
Dr.  Bivens  said. 

Because  of  illness  and  the  contin¬ 
uing  “tremendous  pressures”  on  Bis¬ 
hop  Muzorewa,  the  “spiritual  dimen¬ 
sion  of  support  which  church  leaders 
and  church  people  in  America  can  lend 
him  is  extremely  important,”  Dr.  Biv¬ 
ens  declared. 
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Abingdon  Press 


names  editor  of 


children's  books 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)— Mrs. 
Ernestine  A.  Calhoim,  editor  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Kindergarten  church 
school  storypaper  for 
the  past  two  years, 
has  been  named  edi¬ 
tor  of  children’s 
books  for  Abingdon 
Press,  effective  Feb¬ 
ruary  12.  She  suc¬ 
ceeds  Miss  H.  Kath¬ 
erine  Fite  who  re¬ 
tired  in  December. 

A  native  of  Mis- 

Mrs.  Calhoun  f^PPh,  ^al- 

houn  taught  third 

graders  in  the  Meridian  public  school 
system  for  12  years  before  joining  the 
Nashville  curriculum  staff  in  June, 


1970. 

Working  under  the  general  super¬ 
vision  of  the  chief  editorial  executive 
of  Abingdon  Press,  Mrs.  Calhoun  will 
have  responsibility  for  planning  the 
overall  editorial  program  of  children’s 
book  publishing,  maintaining  liaison 
with  authors  and  artists,  and  for  the 
selection  of  manuscripts  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  for  publication. 

Abingdon  Press  is  the  imprint  un¬ 
der  which  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  published  books,  audio¬ 
visual  resources,  graphics  and  church 
supplies  for  the  general  public. 

Mrs.  Calhoun  has  a  B.S.  degree  in 
elementary  education  from  Jackson 
State  College  and  has  attended  Roose¬ 
velt  University  in  Chicago.  She  is  cur¬ 
rently  enrolled  at  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers,  Nashville,  where 
she  has  completed  26  hours  toward  a 
graduate  degree  in  Christian  education. 


CURRIC-U-PHONE 
service  to 
begin  Feb.  15 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn  (UMI)— CUR- 
RIC-U-PHONE  is  the  name  of  a  new 
toll-free,  long  distance  telephone  serv¬ 
ice  which  will  be  launched  Feb.  15  by 
the  Section  on  Curriculum  Resources 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 

Interested  persons  can  ask  questions, 
seek  assistance,  express  opinions, 
make  suggestions,  and  learn  more 
about  United  Methodist  church  school 
curriculum  resources  by  dialing  a  spe¬ 
cial  number. 

A  trained  receptionist  will  be  avail¬ 
able  between  8  a.m.  and  4  p.m.  Cen¬ 
tral  Standard  Time  Monday  through 
Friday.  Calls  made  at  other  times  will 
be  recorded  and  return  calls  will  be 
placed  as  soon  as  possible  during  the 
next  working  day. 

At  first  the  toll-free  service  will  be 
available  to  persons  in  Texas,  Okla¬ 
homa,  Kansas,  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  all 
states  east  except  Rhode  Island,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Maine,  Connecticut,  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  New  Hampshire.  The  num¬ 
ber  to  call  is  1-800-251-8471.  Ten¬ 
nessee  residents  may  call  l-615-749>- 
6482,  collect.  It  is  expected  that  the 
service  will  be  expanded  later  to  in¬ 
clude  the  entire  United  States. 


%  ‘“Service  centers”  key  feature 

General  treasury  reorganization 
expected  to  save  denomination  money 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMI)— The  first 
stages  of  a  reorganization  of  United 
Methodist  general  agency  treasury  and 
accounting  functions  that  is  expected 
to  save  the  denomination  substantial 
sums  of  money  have  been  put  into 
effect  by  its  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (CFA)  here  pursuant 
to  action  of  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Key  feature  of  the  new  system  is 
CFA  “service  centers”  here  and  in 
New  York,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
Nashville,  Tenn.  These  centers  will 
handle  on  a  unified  basis  such  items 
as  accounting  and  reporting,  and  some 
payroll  and  accounts  payable  that  for¬ 
merly  were  handled  separately  by  each 
general  board  and  agency. 

Each  service  center  will  be  headed 
by  an  individual  already  on  the  staff 
of  one  of  the  agencies  in  each  city. 
These  persons  will  continue  to  be  ad¬ 
ministratively  responsible  to  their  indi¬ 
vidual  agencies  as  before,  but  in  func¬ 
tional  relationships  with  CFA  each 
will  have  the  title  of  CFA  assistant 
general  treasurer. 

The  four  include  Mrs.  Frances  Brak- 
er  of  the  CFA  staff  here;  Stephen  F. 
Brimigion,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York;  George 
Granger,  staff  treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  in  Washington; 
and  Joe  W.  Davis,  business  manager 
of  Television,  Radio  and  Film  Com¬ 
munication  (TRAFCO)  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  in 
Nashville. 

Payrolls  for  the  general  units  of  the 
church,  except  parts  of  the  four  major 
program  boards,  will  be  handled  from 
Evanston.  Other  functions  will  vary 
with  the  agencies  concerned  in  the  four 
centers. 

The  new  system,  which  went  into 
effect  January  1,  is  expected  to  have 
three  distinct  advantages  for  the  de¬ 
nomination,  according  to  R.  Bryan 
Brawner,  general  treasurer  and  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  CFA.  These  include: 

1.  A  significant  reduction  in  costs 
for  accounting  and  other  treasury  func¬ 
tions  once  the  system  becomes  fully 
operative; 

2.  Making  possible  for  the  first  time 


a  composite  balance  sheet  for  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  general  agencies  with  in¬ 
formation  quickly  available  as  to  costs 
for  any  particular  budget  item. 

3.  An  improvement  of  cash  flow  op¬ 
erations  so  that  significant  sums  of 
money  can  be  earned  on  short-term  in¬ 
vestments  thereby  increasing  funds 
available  for  program  purposes. 

In  announcing  the  new  system.  Dr. 
Brawner  voiced  appreciation  for  the 
efforts  of  the  agency  representatives 
who  have  worked  with  his  staff  during 
the  past  few  months  to  get  it  organized 
and  functioning.  “These  persons  have 
worked  at  the  task  with  diligence  and 
good  will  and  the  church  will  be  the 
better  for  it,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Brawner  also  said  that  $170,000 
of  the  total  previously  allocated  from 
program  agency  budgets  to  CFA  for 
performing  accounting  and  reporting 
functions  is  being  re-allocated  to  the 
agencies  for  program  purposes. 

“We  have  found  that  these  costs  will 
be  considerably  less  than  we  first  ex¬ 
pected,”  the  treasurer  said. 

Included  is  $12,500  to  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  $81,800  to 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and 
$76,200  to  Discipleship. 

These  changes  in  allocations  were 
approved  by  the  CFA  executive  com¬ 
mittee  December  29. 

Also  reallocated  was  $140,000 
which  previously  had  been  assigned  to 
CFA  for  a  program  of  wills  and  lega¬ 
cies  cultivation.  This  money  now  goes 
to  the  Board  of  Discipleship  which  is 
to  continue  the  work  in  this  field  car¬ 
ried  out  by  the  former  General  Board 
of  the  Laity. 

The  CFA  executive  committee  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  an  item  of  $50,000  presently  al¬ 
located  to  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  for  a  Division  of 
Lay  Ministries.  The  money  had  been 
transferred  from  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work. 
The  COM  will  make  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  concerning  the  funding  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istries  program. 


Grant  made  to  ecumenical 


agency  for  aging  study 


ATHENS,  Ga.  (UMI)  —  the  Na¬ 
tional  Interfaith  Coalition  on  Aging 
(NICA)  announced  Jan.  7  that  it  had 
been  awarded  a  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  Department  grant  of  $98,422 
to  initiate  a  nationwide  survey  of  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  aging  under  religious 
auspices. 

Announcement  of  the  HEW  grant 
came  from  10th  District  Congressman 
Robert  G.  Stephens,  Jr.,  and  Senators 
Herman  Talmadge  and  Sam  Nunn  of 
Georgia  in  telegrams  received  at  Chris¬ 
tian  College  of  Georgia  which  serves 
as  the  secretariat  of  NICA. 

Two  United  Methodists  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  NICA  board  of  directors: 
Miss  Virginia  Stafford,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  a  staff  member  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship;  and  Miss  Betty  Letzig, 


New  York,  staff  member  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  Miss  Stafford  also 
serves  as  a  member  of  the  Board’s 
executive  committee. 

NICA  was  formed  early  in  1972 
following  a  “National  Inteifaith  Con¬ 
ference  on  Aging”  as  a  response  to  the 
chur9h  and  synagogue  sector  of  the 
White  House  Conference  on  Aging. 

The  coalition  includes  22  religious 
groups  representing  Roman  Catholic, 
Protestant,  Orthodox  and  Jewish  faiths. 

The  HEW  grant  is  being  funded 
through  Title  IV  of  the  Older  Ameri¬ 
cans  Act  by  the  Administration  on 
Aging  and  is  for  the  first  year  of  a 
projected  three  to  five  year  study.  The 
project  represents  the  first  major  effort 
nationally  to  gather  and  utilize  such 
in-depth  data  on  an  ecumenical  basis. 


Public  Relations 
director  named 
for  UPPER  ROOM 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  English,  Wichita,  Kans.,  has 
been  named  director  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  and  promotion  for  The  Upper 
Room,  world-wide  daily  devotional 
guide  headquartered  here. 

The  appointment,  effective  January 
2,  was  announced  by  The  Upper 
Room  editor  Dr. 

Wilson  O.  Weldon. 

Mr.  English  has 
been  serving  as  di¬ 
rector  of  public  re¬ 
lations  and  fund 
raising  for  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Logopedics, 

Inc.,  a  rehabilitation 
center  in  Wichita  for 
c  o  m  m  u  n  icatively 
handicapped  c  h  i  1  - 
dren.  Previously  he  was  director  of 
communications  for  the  Oklahoma 
City-Tulsa  Diocese  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  information  director 
for  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  and  a  television 
newsman. 

Dr.  Weldon  said  Mr.  English  will 
serve  as  coordinator  of  several  Upper 
Room  projects  including  all  public  re¬ 
lations  activities  for  the  Upper  Room 
publications,  chapel  and  museum. 

Mr.  English,  34,  is  a  graduate  of 
Oklahoma  City  University.  He  and  his 
wife  Mary  have  two  young  sons. 

The  Upper  Room  is  published  in 
44  editions  and  39  languages  with  a 
circulation  of  approximately  three  mil¬ 
lion.  Its  headquarters  here  also  house 
the  Upper  Room  Chapel  and  Museum, 
Chaplain’s  Service  program,  the  Up¬ 
per  Room  Fellowship,  a  Family  Wor¬ 
ship  Department,  and  a  second  devo¬ 
tional  publication,  alive  now! 
t 

East  Asia  retreat 
scheduled  for 
UM  chaplains 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
Although  the  number  of  chaplains  in 
the  area  has  decreased,  the  annual  East 
Asia  retreat  for  United  Methodist 
chaplains  and  their  wives  is  scheduled 
for  Feb.  26  -  Mar.  2,  in  Tokyo. 

To  be  held  at  the  Sanno  Hotel,  this 
is  one  of  six  retreats  this  year,  along 
with  one  in  Europe  and  four  in  the 
U.  S.,  sponsored  by  the  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  in 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

Principal  speakers  will  be  Bishop 
Mack  B.  Stokes  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  and 
the  Rev.  Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  of 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  La.  The  theme  is  “God 
Uses  Ordinary  Persons  in  Extraordi¬ 
nary  Ways.” 

Bishop  Stokes,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  sponsoring  agency,  also  plans  to 
visit  Korea,  where  he  was  born  to 
missionary  parents. 

Coordinators  for  the  retreat  are  Air 
Force  Chaplain  Eldon  Smith  in  Tokyo 
and  the  Rev.  John  W.  Heyward,  Jr., 
of  Washington,  of  the  division  st^f. 
t 

Some  folk  still  report  that  they 
haven’t  joined  the  church  because 
no  one  has  asked  them. 
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Methodist  Children's  Home 


(December  memorials*  list  continued) 


R.  L.  HOLLADAY 


by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  P.  C.  Girlinghouse 
MRS.  CARRIE  DUCHESNE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stanley  M,  Wyatt 

MISS  beverly'barr 

by  Mrs.  E.  D.  Barnett 
MRS.  BONITA  PARKER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jerry  Fairbanks 
WILLIAM  TILLOTSON 
by  Mabel  Tillotson 
EDGAR  V.  McDonald 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alex  Sanderson,  Jr. 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Q.  Bass 
MRS .  CARRIE  DUCHESNE 
by  Mrs  .  Ray  Cole,  Mrs .  E .  0 . 
Slaughter,  Mrs.  Jean  Boyse 
W.  B.  WASHINGTON 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  M.  D.  Stod^ill 
EALYA.SCAIFE 
by  Martha  T.  Bird 
MRS.  VERDA  DARK  BENNETT 
by  Sara  Stokes 
O.  HUCKABY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Lee  Bergeron 
JEFF  SUNDIN 

by  Dr.  &  Mrs .  Allen  J.  Perkins  III 
ISIAH  BRANTLEY 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  D .  E .  Lamb 
T.J.  RATLIFF 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  D .  E .  Lamb  &  Family 
C.  E.  CLINE 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  D.  E .  Lamb,  and 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  R.  Holt 
T.  J.  RATLIFF 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Geo.  Cockerham 
and  Mr.  Milton  Cockerham 
CARL  E .  CLINE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Geo .  Cockerham 
ARDRAIN  L.  THOMAS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  W.  Smith  &  Girls 
F.  G.  KELLY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eris  J.  Ginn 
MR.  &  MRS.  C.M.  HUTCHINSON 
by  Eleanor  H .  Parker 
LAMAR  McDOWELL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  L.  T.  Brown,  Jr. 

J.  TALBERT  LAMBETH 
by  Mrs .  Claude  R.  Brooks 
MRS .  MARTHA  CHUMBLEY 
by  Lee  C.  McIntyre 
MRS.  ROBERT  E.  CCtf^NELL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  R.  Kavanaugh 
NOEMA  MILFORD 
by  Fellowship  Class,  First  U.M.C., 
Houma 

KERRY  EARL  TURNER 
by  Mrs .  Oscar  Evans 
GILMER  ADDISON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Pierron 
JOSEPH  E.  BROWN 
by  Mr.  SiMrs.  Walter  Pierron 
PAT  FULLER 
by  Mrs .  E.  R.  Burr 
E.  V.  MCDONALD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  A .  L .  Pokamy 
R,  V.  HANCOCK 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lee  Bergeron 
R.  V.  HANCOCK 
by  Gibsland  U.M.C. 

ROBERTA.  FOREMAN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  Nick  Vignaud 
LOTTIE  CREEL 
by  H .  R .  Stratton 
BOB  CRAWFORD 
by  The  Edwin  Preis  Family 
A.  L.  HETHCOX 

by  Mrs .  A.  L.  Hethcox  &  Children 
ED  McDonald 
by  Mrs  .  John  Jacobs 
MRS.  MARTHA  HARTMAN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lamar  Ray 
H.  C.  McKINNEY 
by  Nancy  8t  Gordon  Van  Hoose 
T.J.  RATLIFF 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  RayM.  Cooley 
and  Mark 
MACK  BRINDLEY 
by  Mrs .  Lois  Mader 


R.  A.  MITCHELL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Gerald  McLendon 
and  Family 
WORTH  W.  JONES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Price 
CHARLIE  TEEKELL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Price 
OLIVER  BARR 

by  Mrs .  Lollage  L.  Tucker  & 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Smith 
MRS.  J.  M.  PENINGER 
by  Mrs .  G .  W .  Davis 
PERCY  MULLINS 

by  Mi;^.  &  Mrs.  Hayden  Camp,  Mr. 
&Mrs.  Clarence  Hicks,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  O.  E.  Westley 
DR.  J.  L.  WADE 
by  Miss  Charlie  T.  Butler 
ALLAN  KELLEY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Manfred  Gustafson 
MRS.  E.  L.  BAILEY 
by  Girley  &  Shirley  Albright 
WALTER  B.  CLARK 
by  Wesley  Chapel  U.M.C., 
Coushatta 

BURTON  H .  WILLIAMS 
.  by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  H .  Hankins  and 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Abat 
J.  E.  WHITAKER 
by  Mrs .  J .  E .  Whitaker 
DEBBIE  WARREN  SELF 
by  Mrs .  J .  E .  Whitaker 
MALCOM  P.  KRAUS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  J.  E.  Rutledge 
TED  RICHARDSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Baggett 
MRS.  MASON  H.  STACK 
by  Jewell  &  Opal  Moore 
LESLIE  C.  HUNT 
by  Hazel  G .  Lewis 
A .  E .  MOORE 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  G .  E .  Laskey 
MRS.  WILLIE  LEE  DILLON 
by  Mattie  Levins 
MRS.  LOU  ARMOUR 
by  Ona  B.  Groll 
MRS.  F.  L.  LOWE,  JR. 
by  Vanie  &  Judy  Heaberlin  & 

Family  &  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  W.  N. 

Leigh,  Sr. 

MRS .  ADRIE  HENRY 
by  The  Eldred  Pratt  Family 
MRS.  WILUE  LEE  DILLON 
by  Athens  U.M.C.  ' 

MRS.  A.  R.  HENNIGAN 
by  Theresa  L.  Frank 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs .  A.  S .  Hodges,  Jr . 
MRS.  JESSIE  CRANBERRY  &  MISS 
JULIA  WASSMAN 
by  Eleona  Brinsmade 
JON  JEFFERY  SISSON 
by  Mr.  SiMrs.  R.  E.  McKenzie 
MRS.  EMMA  MERRILL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  E.  McKenzie 
MRS.  OLA  DUPUY 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  R.  E.  McKenzie 
MRS .  OLA  DUPUY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  R.  E .  McKenzie 
MRS.  CARRIE  DUCHESNE 
by  Mrs.  Ruth  Little,  Mrs.  Audrey 
Sellar,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Futch,  Mr. 
Fred  Plitt,  Mr.  George  Wright, 

Mr.  Ralph  Killgore,  Mr.  Randal 
Lewis,  Mr.  Sam  Harrington,  Mr. 
Carl  White 
BESSIE  FAIRLY 
by  Adele  Lawler 
MRS.  JAMES  BRAZZEL 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  LaneG.  Reynolds 
MRS.  JESSIE  FARMER  &  MISS  KITTY 
SLEDGE 

by  Castor  W.S.C.S. 

MRS.  F.  L.  LOWE,  JR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  J.  T.  Glaser 
MR.  HANDCOCK 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  W.  Nelson 
MRS.  DOCIE  SINCLAIR 
by  Mrs .  Jayne  Roshto 


DISTRIBUTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  BOOKS 

115  Leonie 


Lafayette,  Louisiana  70501 


Paper  Back  Books  ORDER  BLANK 


Mailed  Postpaid 


Minimum  Order  is  Two  Books  Send  Check  or  Money  Order 


10%  Discount  on  orders  of  $5.00  or  more.  Include  Louisiana  Tax 

—  A  New  Song,  pat  Boone  .95 

-  Hot  Line  to  Heaven.  Frances  Gardner  Hunter  .95 

—  Peace  With  God,  Billy  Q'aham  .95 

— —  I  Believe  in  Miracles,  Katherine  Kuhlman  1.25 

_  Woman  at  the  Well,  Dale  ‘Evans  Rogers  .95 

—  Mine  Eyes  Have  Seen  the  Glory,  Anita  Bryant  .95 

Beyond  Our  Selves,  Catherine  Marshall  .95 

—  Prison  to  Praise,  Merlin  Carothers  .95 

Power  of  positive  Thinking,  Norman  Vincent  Peale  .95 

— —  I've  Got  to  Talk  to  Somebody  God,  Marjorie  Holmes  1.25 

— .  Roads  to  Radiant  Living,  Dr.  Charles  Allen  .75 

—  Parents  on  Trial,  David  Wilkerson  .75 


Total  amount  enclosed  including  Louisiana  Sales  Tax  $ 


MRS.  C.  V.  FLEMING 
by  Anita  Fleming,  Dean  &  Janet 
MRS.  MAE  MALONE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  C.  Darnell 
MRS .  WILEY  LAWRENCE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  M.  C.  Darnell 
ADLEY  PEPPER 
by  Morelle  Emmons 
MRS.  CHRISTELLE  S.  ASH 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  W.  H,  Wright 
F.  G.  KELLY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joel  R.  Adkins 
MRS.  CHRISTELLE  ASH 
by  The  W.C.  Pastle  Family 
F.  G.  KELLY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alex  C.  Lea 
T.J.  MULHEARN,  SR. 
by  Mrs  .  Sidney  Fitch  &  Mrs .  Jean 
Boyce 

T.  J.  MULHEARN 
by  Mrs.  J.  O.  Laprairie,  Sr. 

R.  W.  McCASLAND 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  C.  R.  Fester 
BURTON  H.  WILLIAMS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Ben  E .  Simmons 
MRS.  R.  LEONARD  COOKE 
by  Rev .  &  Mrs .  H .  A .  Gibbs 
ED  MCDONALD 

by  Edward  Scharf  Associates,  Inc. 
ARNOLD  GARNER 
by  Mrs.  P.  L.  Orendorff 
BURTON  H.  WILLIAMS 
by  family  of  Mrs.  H.  L.  Dickerson 
MISS  MYRTLE  JOHNSON 
by  Mrs .  Tyreau  Bruce  &  Gregory 
JIM  BEATTY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Spencer 
MRS .  MARY  BETH  WALL  LOWE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  C .  F .  Powell 
MRS.  MARY  BETH  WALL  LOWE 
by  Mrs  .  Florence  T.  McKinnon 
ANNA  NOLA  KIMBRELL 
by  Bruce  Gray 
LAY  KILGORE 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Terry  McPhearson 
F.  G.  KELLY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Terry  McPhearson 
MRS.  NETTIE  FOWLER 
by  Rayford  &  Bertie  Fowler 
MRS.  THERA  N.  STOVALL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  M.  T.  Crowe 
MRS.  S.  B.  MATTHEWS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  M.  T.  Crowe 
NINA  BURRIS 

by  Donald  &  Maggie  Bickham 
BYRON  J .  HOOVER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  D.  Doggette 
MR.  &  MRS.  CHARLES  MOORE 
HUTCHINSON 

by  Mr.  8e  Mrs.  Charles  Moore 
Hutchinson,  Jr. 

MRS .  MATTIE  BEAM 
by  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  Rayville 
MRS.  W.  O.  DOWNS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Bobby  Greer 
ARTHUR  PURVIS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Bobby  Greer 
F.  G. KELLY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Botoy  Greer 
MR.  &  MRS.  JOHN  F.  YOUNG  & 
WILBUR  P.  YOUNG 
by  Gladys  Young 
MRS.  W.  H.  CRAIN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  A .  T .  Clifton 


JON  JEFFRY  SISSCW 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  F.  Ihillips 
MRS .  MARY  BETH  WALL  LOWE 
by  Mrs .  Bachman  &  Marie  Lee  Nabors 
MRS .  MARY  BETH  WALL  LOWE 
by  the  B,  W.  Smith  Family  &  Mrs . 

T.  A.  Beauchamp 
BRYAN  ARDIS  SMITH 
by  Mrs .  Vashti  Jacob  &  Florence 
Anthony 

ADLEY  PEPPER 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gordon  P.  Hagar 
MRS.  DAVID  LAWRENCE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Garland  Ellis 
WORTH  JONES 
by  Bona  H .  Fortson 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 
ERIC  WARREN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Bunk  Smith 
GLEN  McCASLAND  &  WALLACE 
McCASLAND 
by  Zilma  &  Shaw  Millican 
MRS.  F.  L.  LOWE,  JR. 

by  Mrs  .  B.  A,  Tiller 
H.  S.  FORD  &  LT.  WM.  R.  FORD 
by  Ruth  M .  Ford 
MRS.  J.  S.  HEAVENER 
by  Miss  Helen  Burr 
MRS.  BEULAH  WILSON  FONTENOT 
by  Clara,  Peggy  &  Joe  Wilscm 
A.  R.  NEWMAN 
by  Mrs  .  Rex  W.  Haile 
PERCY  MULLINS 
by  Lee  C.  McIntyre 
WILL  LIFE 
by  Lee  C.  McIntyre 
C.  G.  HOBGOOD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  John  S .  Green 
MRS.  ADRA  B.  CRAMMER 
by  the  Noble  U.M.C. 

LLOYD  FRANKS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Arledge 
LYNN  BAILEY 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Glen  Jones 
FRANK  W.  HARRISON 
by  Mrs .  Jessie  H.  Tomlinson 
MRS,  LULA  JOYNER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  F.  Robinson 
MRS.  LEONARD  COOKE 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Peyton 
MRS.  JOHN  M.  WINN,  JR. 

by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Peyton 
JACK  OLMSTED 

by  Mrs.  Jack  Olmsted  &  Children 
BROTHER  JOHN  R.  Oack)  WILLIAMS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Luther  Womack 
MRS.  EUNICE  KING 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  M.  Moore 
by  St.  James  U.M.C.,  Marrero 
MRS.  MARY  BETH  WALL  LOWE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Gary  Schmitz 


AT  THE 


OF  RUSTON 


MAXWELL'S  RESTAURANT 

Serving  Buffet  Each  Sunday 
After  Church  -  Noon 


John  Maxwell 
Your  Host  and 
Innkeeper 


Interstate  20 


EARN  UP  TO  $750  PER  MONTH 

U.S.  POSTAGE 

STAMP  MACHINES 

•  Highest  Return  on  Your  Capital  •  NO  Selling  •  Manage  Your  Own  Business 

We  Obtain  Your  Locations.  Minimum  Cash  Investment  Of 
$1,595.00  -  up  to  $5,000.00  Secured  By  Equipment 
Planter's  Peanut  and  We[ch^  Juice  routes  also  available  from  $495  up 
•  WOMEN  OR  MEN  •  ANY  ACiE  •  PART  TIME,  approximately  7~hrs.  per  month 
•  NO  OVERHEAD  •  DEPRESSION  PROOF  •  REPEAT  INCOME 
New  Distributorships  Still  Available  In  Many  Areas  Throughout  This  State 
Send  References  |  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  INC.  Dept.  B. 

Name,  Address  and  I  300  Intantata  North,’  N.W.  /  Atlanta,  Georgia  30339 
Phone  No.  to:  I  Inteistata  1-75  and  1-285 
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1030  Convention  Street 
P.  0.  Box  2951 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 


Mark  Tullos 

Associate  Director 


Mark  A.  Lower 

Executive  Director 


Bob  Anderson 

Ass ociate  Executive 
Director 


1973  Louisiana 
Constitutional  Convention 


The  first  revision  of  the  Louisiana 
Constitution  in  more  than  fifty  years 
got  under  way  in  Baton  Rouge  on  Fri¬ 
day,  Jan.  5,  with  Justice  Joe  Sanders 
of  the  Louisiana  State  Supreme  Court 
serving  as  temporary  chairman.  One  of 
the  first  orders  of  business  was  the 
election  of  a  permanent  chairman.  This 
honor  fell  to  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  E.  L.  “Bubba”  Hen¬ 
ry.  His  election  came  with  a  strong 
majority  —  86  votes  to  45  for  his  op¬ 
ponents. 

Mr.  Henry  proved  himself  as  a  very 
able  leader  immediately  upon  his  elec¬ 
tion  as  speaker  of  the  House  in  May, 
1972.  Under  his  direction  the  House 
conducted  its  business  with  the  best  de¬ 
corum  this  writer  has  ever  observed  in 
any  legislature.  Mr.  Henry  is  an  active 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Jonesboro. 

The  Convention  timetable  is  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


Supreme  Court 
Decision 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
permitting  States  to  close  bars  and 
cocktail  lounges  featuring  bottomless 
dancers,  sex  films  and  other  forms  of 
“Bacchanalian  revelries”,  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  favorable  in  that  it  is  a  step 
toward  curbing  the  “gross  sexuality” 
destroying  our  society. 

Much  could  be  said  about  this. 
However,  adhering  to  primary  topic  of 
this  newsletter,  one  point  only  is  made 
here.  Jack  K  Berman,  attorney  for  a 
California  Club  involved  in  the  case, 
said,  “Now  it  will  be  up  to  the  local 
courts  to  determine  what  the  Supreme 
Court  meahs  by  ‘contrary  to  public 
morals’.” 

In  other  words,  attorneys  for  the  de¬ 
fense  are  giving  notice  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  fight  prosecution  on  the  basis 
of  community  standards.  Now,  more 
than  ever,  the  public  must  speak  out 
and  establish  these  standards.  Write, 
telephone,  or  wire —  your  police  de¬ 
partment,  prosecuting  attorneys,  city 
officials,  legislators,  newspapers,  radio 
and  TV  managers,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
COMMUNITY  STANDARDS  ARE 
WHAT  CITIZENS  PERMIT  < 

IN  THEIR  COMMUNITY!  • 

— ^from  MMLA  Newsletter 


January  5,  1973 — Convention  con¬ 
vened,  named  temporary  committee  to 
draw  rules,  elected  chairman,  recessed 
until  10  A.M.  next  Friday  at  Inde¬ 
pendence  Hall,  then  to  receive  pro¬ 
posed  rules  either  accepting  or  amend¬ 
ing  them,  name  committees:  staff  se¬ 
lected  and  prepared  research  and  a 
preliminary  draft  of  a  new  constitution; 
committees  may  meet  in  the  following 
months. 

July  5,  1973  —  Convention  recon¬ 
venes  and  receives  staff  report;  holds 
public  hearings  and  drafts  a  proposed 
constitution. 

Janu^  4,  1974  —  Deadline  for 
completion  of  proposed  draft  and  sub¬ 
mission  to  governor. 

February  3,  1974  —  Deadline  for 
governor  to  call  an  election  to  submit 
proposed  constitution  for  voter  ratifi¬ 
cation. 

November  4,  1974  —  Next  general 
election  at  which  proposed  constitution 
can  be  submitted  for  voter  ratification 


Alcohol-- 
a  Threat  to  Life 

Alcohol  abusers  shorten  their  life 
spans  by  10  to  a  dozen  years.  Although 
these  early  deaths  often  result  from 
the  deleterious  effects  of  alcohol  on 
major  organs,  alcohol  is  also  impli¬ 
cated  in  death-through-violence.  One- 
half  of  all  traffic  fatalities  and  one- 
third  of  all  homicide  victims  have  sig¬ 
nificant  amounts  of  alcohol  in  their 
bloodstreams  at  the  time  of  autopsy. 

We  may  not  be  able  to  quantify  the 
violated  quality  of  life  incurred  by  al¬ 
cohol  abuse  and  alcoholism,  but  we 
know  that  many  tens  of  millions  of  in¬ 
dividuals  and  families  are  directly  and 
indirectly  affected  by  the  9  million  per¬ 
sons  with  alcohol-related  problems. 

A  poignant  aspect  of  these  problems 
is  their  relation  to  many  other  forms 
of  unhappiness:  illness,  family  prob¬ 
lems;  poverty;  job  problems;  or  general 
demoralization.  Although  it  cannot  be 
said  how  often  excessive  drinking  is 
the  cause,  and  how  often  the  effect,  it 
is  dramatically  evident  that  alcohol- 
related  problems  go  hand  in  hand  with 
other  forms  of  unhappiness. 

— Merlin  K.  Duval,  M.D. 


{governor  may  call  special  election 
prior  to  general  election  for  ratifica¬ 
tion). 

November  24,  1974  —  Deadline  for 
promulgation  of  election  results. 

December  24,  1974  —  New  consti¬ 
tution,  if  ratified,  becomes  effective  at 
midnight. 

In  the  meantime  a  temporary  com¬ 
mittee  is  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge  to 
prepare  a  first  draft  of  the  rules.  Their 
report  will  be  presented  to  the  dele¬ 
gates  on  Friday,  January  12. 

Executive  Director,  Mark  Lower  will 
be  in  close  touch  with  all  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  will  report  as  necessity 
may  require.  It  is  expected  that  area 
meetings  will  be  held  throughout  Lou¬ 
isiana  and  our  readers  are  asked  to 
keep  themselves  informed  through  the 
various  news  media  and  where  oppor¬ 
tunity  permits  to  attend  those  hear¬ 
ings. 

t 


Promotion 
of  Gambling 

With  an  increasing  number  of 
States  and  cities  deliberately  promot¬ 
ing  lotteries  we  are  in  danger  of  be¬ 
coming  nationally  embarrassed  before 
other  nations.  America  is  losing  its 
lofty  example  which  it  has  held  over 
many  generations  before  grasping,  des¬ 
perate  countries  of  the  world  by  not 
following  their  ways  of  increasing  rev¬ 
enues  through  lotteries  and  other 
gambling  devices. 

So  zealous  have  politicians  thus 
minded  become  that  they  are  getting 
in  the  way  of  each  other.  Bingo  held 
in  churches  set  the  pattern,  under  the 
questionable  purpose  that  it  was  for 
“charity”.  But  never  has  there  been 
given  an  accounting.  Bingo  gaming  has 
had  wide  development  since  its  intro¬ 
duction.  The  big  cities  succumbed  to 
it. 

Now  Ira  M.  Ball,  chairman  of  the 
New  York  State  Bingo  Control  Com¬ 
mission  bitterly  attacks  off-track  bet¬ 
ting  and  the  weekly  lotteries  because 
they  are  taking  a  big  bite  out  of  profits 
from  bingo  games  in  New  York  State. 
Soon  it  will  be  a  chorus  because  spon¬ 
sors  of  off-track  betting  are  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  their  receipts  and  the 


Alcoholism  Is 
High-Cost  Nightmare 
for  America 

Alcoholism  has  turned  out  to 
be  twice  as  big  a  nightmare  for 
Americans  as  previously  assumed. 

A  recent  report  to  Congress  by 
the  National  Institute  on  Alco¬ 
hol  Abuse  put  its  cost  at  $25  bil¬ 
lion  plus  nine  million  warped  lives 
each  year.  It’s  the  best  researched 
estimate  ever  made.  In  recent 
years  industrial  leaders  have  cal¬ 
culated  industry’s  loss  through  al¬ 
coholism  as  $4  billion.  The  new 
report  says  that  cost  is  nearer  $8 
billion  to  $10  billion  and  that 
state  and  local  government  agen¬ 
cies  lost  another  $3  to  $5  billion 
because  of  drunken  employees. 

In  addition  to  the  workers  time 
lost  and  the  medical  expenses,  the 
report  says  alcohol  is  responsible 
for  nearly  half  of  all  arrests  for 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  in  the 
United  States. 

In  spite  of  this  high  cost,  Wal¬ 
ter  M.  Ringer  of  Foley  Manufac¬ 
turing  Co.,  in  Minneapolis,  who 
is  active  in  the  fight  on  alcohol¬ 
ism,  says  it  usually  is  cheaper  for 
an  employer  to  try  to  cure  an, al¬ 
coholic  worker  than  to  get  rid  of 
him.  Alcoholism  is  more  com¬ 
mon  among  workers  in  the  high¬ 
er  wage  brackets  than  among 
marginal  workers.  Skid  Row  bums 
account  for  only  three  percent  of 
all  alcoholics.  This  means  that  fir¬ 
ing  an  alcoholic  worker  usually 
means  jettisoning  a  man  in  whom 
the  company  has  a  substantial  in¬ 
vestment. 

The  largest  group  of  alcoholics 
is  made  up  of  men  in  the  middle 
or  late  thirties,  married,  steadily 
employed,  and  steady  churchgo¬ 
ers.  These  men  cause  800,000 
automobile  accidents  a  year  and 
weaken  their  employers’  busi¬ 
nesses.  To  replace  such  a  man 
would  cost  from  $8,000  to  $28,- 
000. 

— ALCAP 

t 


State  Lottery  has  cut  its  minimum  to 
50  cents  in  a  weekly  run-off. 

It  seems  to  us  shabby  tactics  to  go 
after  the  pittance  of  the  poor,  especial¬ 
ly  those  on  relief,  in  order  to  supply 
the  over-stuffed  taxes  of  the  State. 
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Bishop  Crutchfield  addresses  Convocatiou 


by  Cecil  Bland 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  was  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  annual  Convo¬ 
cation  of  Boards  held  Jan.  19-20  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria.  A  crowd  of  close  to  200 
persons  heard  the  Bishop  at  the  open¬ 
ing  session  on  Friday  afternoon.  Jan. 
19. 

“What  in  the  name  of  Christ  are 
we  doing?”  Are  we  playing  organiza¬ 
tional  games  as  amateur  sociologists 
or  are  we  working  for  Christ?”  These 
were  the  Bishop’s  opening  remarks.  He 
further  remarked  that  although  some 
years  ago  people  had  thought  that  or¬ 
ganization  should  be  abolished,  “we 
have  found  that  people  cannot  exist 
without  some  social  ordering.” 

He  was  applauded  when  he  said 
that  United  Methodist  leaders  must 
“zero  in  on  the  local  church”  and 
abandon  organization  that  simply  “glo¬ 
rifies  the  top  brass.” 

“Your  greatest  witness,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  “may  be  in  your  day  to  day 
business.  The  world  needs  to  see  some¬ 
thing  that  works  with  the  plus  of  the 
presence  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  director  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
reported  on  the  progress  made  so  far 
in  the  special  Corderence  Structure 
Study  Committee.  The  committee  has 
sent  out  a  large  number  of  question¬ 
naires  and  is  holding  two  open  hear¬ 
ings  to  try  to  find  out  what  United 
Methodists  want  in  the  way  of  a  re¬ 
structured  conference. 

Dr.  Hearn  said,  “when  we  talk 
about  structure,  we  are  talking  about 
the  vehicle  through  which  we  operate 
and  which  we  hope  will  enable  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist?  to  have  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  and  viable  ministry  possible  for 
Jesus  Christ.” 

He  outlines  seven  areas  that  are  be¬ 
ing  studied.  They  are:  conference 
boards  and  agencies,  the  conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  Council 
staff,  district  Councils  on  Ministries, 
the  districts  themselves,  the  Bishop’s 
office  and  the  program  planning  sys¬ 
tem. 

The  various  boards  and  agencies  met 


for  two  days.  On  Saturday,  Jan.  20 
the  chairman  of  these  various  boards, 
committees  and  agencies  met  with  the 
Bishop,  cabinet  and  district  lay  lead¬ 
ers  at  lunch  to  share  some  of  the 
projects  they  are  proposing  for  the 
1973-1974  Conference  Year. 

Some  of  these  ideas  are: 

Board  <rf  Evangelism:  A  scheduled 
“Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit,”  per¬ 
sonal  witnessing  during  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Session,  and  Lay  Witness  Clin¬ 
ics  over  the  Conference. 

Board  of  Education:  Two  Confer¬ 
ences  on  Children’s  Ministries,  one  in 
north  and  one  in  south,  leadership 
training  for  church  school  and  youth 
teachers. 

Board  of  Pensions:  (Report)  Wool- 
worth  Foundations  has  provided  $119,- 
412  in  funds  for  Retired  Ministers 
Pension  Fund. 

Board  of  Missions:  A  tour  of  Con¬ 
ference  Mission  projects,  providing 
more  information  to  local  churches 
about  Mission  programs. 


Conference  Credit 
Union  meets 

LAMECO,  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Federal  Credit  Union,  has  de¬ 
clared  a  4  per  cent  dividend  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  James  Poole,  presi¬ 
dent.  The  credit  organization  was 
formed  some  years  ago  to  serve  pas¬ 
tors  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
members  of  the  faculty  of  Centenary 
College. 

Poole  stated  that  the  organization 
has  $50,453.20  in  active  loans  in  the 
Conference  at  the  present  time.  There 
were  42  loans  made  to  individuals 
during  1972,  and  a  total  of  315  loans 
made  since  the  beginning. 

He  further  stated  that  the  total  as¬ 
sets  of  the  group  is  $69,385.47,  and 
that  there  are  funds  available  now  for 
those  desiring  to  make  loans. 

Employees  of  United  Methodist 
institutions  inLouisiana  are  also  eli¬ 
gible  to  use  the  Union,  as  well  as  full¬ 
time  lay  employees  of  local  churches 


Christian  Social  Concerns:  Louisi¬ 
ana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  to 
become  information  and  resource  agen¬ 
cy  on  current  social  issues. 

Religion  and  Race:  Recommend  that 
each  district  organize  a  District  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Worship:  Special  and  innovative 
worship  and  celebrations  during  An¬ 
nual  Conference  Sessions. 

Archives  and  History:  Methodist 
Heritage  Tour  from  Shreveport  start¬ 
ing  November  19,  1973.  Will  provide 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


FIRST  CIRCULATION 
REPORT  FOR  1973 

On  another  page  in  this  is¬ 
sue  you  will  find  Report  No.  1 
of  the  1973  Circulation  Cam¬ 
paign.  We  have  not  heard  from 
many  of  you  with  your  first  re¬ 
port.  We  hope  you  will  make  a 
special  effort  to  get  your  re¬ 
port  in  so  that  we  will  receive 
it  by  the  end  of  this  week  and 
may  include  it  in  our  Feb.  8 
report.  ^ 

Do  let  us  hear  from  you, 
even  though  you  know  you  will 
have  additional  subscriptions 
to  report  later. 


of  the  conference,  with  the  approval 
of  their  pastor.  Cost  of  joining  is  $5.25 
per  person,  and  husband,  wife  and 
children  may  open  individual  accounts. 

Unsecured  loans  up  to  $750  may 
be  borrowed  on  the  signature  of  the 
member  with  the  approval  of  the 
Credit  Committee  or  Loan  Officer. 
Loans  larger  than  $750  must  be  se¬ 
cured  by  a  chattel  mortgage.  Unse¬ 
cured  loans  need  a  deposit  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  not  less  than  $25  and  secured 
loans  need  a  deposit  of  not  less  than 
$50  in  shares.  There  are  two  interest 
rates: 

a.  1%  per  month  on  the  unpaid 
balance,  or  12%  per  year,  Annual 
Percentage  Rate. 

Please  turn  to  page  6 


Perkins  Lay 
Advisory  unit 
formed  in  state 

Retired  Bishop  Kenneth  Pope,  form¬ 
erly  of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth,  Tex. 
area,  presided  at  an  initial  meeting  of 
the  Louisiana  Chapter  of  the  Perkins 
Lay  Advisory  Council  at  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Boards  recently  in  Alexandria. 

This  organization  was  formed  this 
past  year  by  lay  persons  concerned 
over  the  future  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  S.M.U.  in  Dallas.  The 
Council  relates  to  the  central  organiza¬ 
tion  on  a  Jurisdictional  level. 

Dr.  Richard  Galloway  of  North¬ 
western  State  University  at  Natchi¬ 
toches  is  the  executive  officer.  The 
group  will  meet  with  the  central  or¬ 
ganization  on  Jan.  27  in  Dallas,  Tex. 

District  members  are  as  follows: 

PERKINS  LAY  ADVISORY 
COUNCIL  FOR  LOUISIANA  AREA 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT:  Mr. 

Charles  N.  White,  3403  Parkway 
Drive,  Alexandria,  La.  71301. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT:  Dr. 
William  H:  Patrick,  Jr.,  1050  Castle 
Kirk  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70808. 

HAMMOND  DISTRICT:  Mr.  Tom 
H.  Matheny,  Box  221,  Hammond,  La. 
70401. 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT:  Mr. 
Jack  H.  Tharpe,  502  Brentwood  Blvd., 
Lafayette,  La.  70501. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT:  Mrs. 
Howard  Carter,  701  Helen  Street,  Lake 
Charles,  La.  70601. 

MONROE  DISTRICT:  Mr.  James 
W.  Walters,  221  Carter  Drive,  West 
Monroe,  La.  71291. 

NATCHITOCHES  DISTRICT:  Dr. 
Richard  Galloway,  927  Nettie  Street, 
Natchitoches,  La.  71457. 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT:  Mr. 
Reid  C.  Draffen,  1608  Hall  Avenue, 
Metairie,  La.  70004. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT:  Dr.  J.  R. 
Kemmerly,  102  Emerald  Street,  Min- 
den.  La.  71055. 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT:  Mr. 

Charles  C.  Beard,  959  Texas  Avenue, 
Shreveport,  La.  71101. 
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LEFT:  Exterior  view  of  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Den¬ 
ham  Springs,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  Saturday,  Jan.  13. 


RIGHT:  The  Rev.  Carey  Martin, 
Denham  Springs  pastor,  views 
interior  damages  caused  by  the 
fire.  The  church  was  only  par¬ 
tially  covered  by  insurance. 
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from  Convocation 
of  boards  and  agencies 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
(right)  presided  over  the  mid¬ 
winter  Convocation  of  boards 
and  agencies  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Conference  for 
the  first  time  when  the  sessions 
were  held  at  First  Church  in 
Alexandria  Jan.  19-20.  He  is 
shown  here  greeting  Dr.  John 
Bayliss,  pastor  of  Rayne  Memo¬ 
rial  Church,  New  Orleans,  newest 
minister  in  the  conference. 


-  TOWN  TALK  photo 


FROM  LEFT;  Dr.  George 
Pearce,  Dr.  Luman  Doug¬ 
las,  the  Rev.  George 
Harbuck,  and  Dr.  Bent¬ 
ley  Sloan,  host  pastor. 


Conference  Lay  Leader 
Tom  Matheny  visits  with 
the  Revs.  Kirby  Vining 
and  ByrI  Moreland. 


FROM  LEFT:  Mrs.  W. 
D.  Cotton,  Mrs.  Flowers 
and  the  Rev.  Ira  Flow¬ 
ers,  and  Mrs.  Charles 
McGowan. 


A  message  from  our  bishop 

January  25,  1973 

Dear  Friends: 

Within  the  next  two  or  three  months  thousands  of  young  people  in 
Louisiana  will  be  deciding  on  their  college  enrollment  for  the  autumn  of 
1973.  Many  of  them  will  choose  two  of  the  finest  schools  in  our  South 
Central  region  —  Centenary  College  of  Shreveport  and  Dillard  University 
in  New  Orleans .  Today  1  wish  to  speak  a  word  about  Centenary,  and  in 
a  later  issue  will  speak  a  word  about  Dillard. 

As  you  know.  Centenary  is  the  oldest  institution  of  higher  learn¬ 
ing  in  Louisiana,  having  been  founded  in  the  year  1825.  It  has  a  grand 
tradition  and  an  honorable  histoiry  among  institutions  of  higher  learning 
throughout  the  entire  American  South .  A  survey  of  the  success  stories 
of  its  graduates  and  a  resume  of  the  contributions  that  many  hundreds  of 
its  graduates  have  made  to  society  in  the  field  of  health,  education  and 
welfare  is  a  stirring  tribute  to  the  quality  of  work  that  is  offered  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  and  points  up  its  importance  in  our  common  life  today. 

No  school  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  has  made  a  more  brilliant  record. 

Perhaps  the  reason  for  Centenary's  outstanding  record  is  the 
fact  that  there  is  highly  personalized  instruction.  The  students  are  not 
gathered  in  large  masses,  dumped  into  classrooms,  and  taught  by  grad¬ 
uate  assistants.  Rather,  professors  who  are  competent  and  well  trained 
take  a  great  deal  of  individual  care  with  each  student.  One  of  the  strong 
points  at  Centenary  is  personalized  instruction.  Another  outstanding 
aspect  of  Centenary's  life  is  the  high  moral  quality  of  the  faculty.  Per¬ 
haps  the  most  decisive  thing  in  the  role  of  any  institution  today  is  the 
quality  of  its  leadership.  The  faculty  at  Centenary  is  selected  with  care; 
the  moral  standards  are  high;  and  the  very  finest  and  most  competent 
people  are  occupying  distinguished  roles  of  leadership .  It  is  not  idle 
talk  to  say  that  Centenary  is  distinctiy  interested  in  quality  education. 

Perhaps  another  point  of  interest  to  us  all  is  the  church  relation¬ 
ship  of  this  college.  There  is  a  conscious  effort  to  make  every  student 
on  the  campus  religiously  comfortable.  No  person  of  any  responsible 
religious  tradition  or  faith  will  find  his  own  religious  experience  sneered 
at  or  bypiassed  at  Centenary.  The  known  broadmindedness  of  the  Methodist 
Church  fits  well  into  the  atmosphere  of  freedom  of  religious  choice  at 
Centenary.  Paralleling  this  freedom  of  choice  is  a  strong  program  of  re¬ 
ligious  commitment  and  witness  .  There  are  outstanding  religious  student 
groups  related  to  campus  life,  and  the  beautiful  Brown  Chapel  is  used 
freely  for  worship  on  campus .  At  Centenary  religion  does  not  have  to  be 
imported  from  off  campus,  but  occupies  a  place  of  significance  in  the  midst 
of  campus  life.  Persons  of  all  faiths  find  themselves  encouraged  to  be 
better  and  to  grow  at  Centenary . 

One  other  characteristic  of  Centenary  is  the  characteristic  of 
academic  freedom .  There  is  complete  freedom  to  experiment,  to  analyze, 
to  consider,  to  grow,  but  all  of  this  freedom  is  exercised  in  the  presence 
of  religious  commitment!  Not  supervised  or  reshaped  by  it,  but,  neverthe¬ 
less,  in  its  presence.  There  is  a  vast  difference  in  academic  freedom  in 
the  presence  of  religious  commitment  and  academic  freedom  where  com¬ 
mitment  is  either  fragmented,  scattered,  or  nonexistent. 

Centenary  has  much  to  offer .  This  is  not  to  say  that  there  are  not 
other  good  schools.  There  are.  But  when  the  roll  of  outstanding  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  of  higher  learning  is  called  in  this  country,  the  name  of 
Centenary  comes  very  close  to  the  top.  It  does  not  pride  itself  on  its  size, 
but  it  does  pride  itself  on  its  quality  and  its  depth.  As  you  consider  a  school 


Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  of  Centenary  College  with 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Branton  of  Henning 
Church,  Sulphur. 


from  page  one  CONVOCATION 

copies  of  “A  Guide  for  Writing  a 
Memoir.” 

World  Service  and  Finance  report¬ 
ed  that  Conference  Finances  were  in 
good  shape. 

Health  and  Welfare:  Reported  that 
Louisiana  State  Government  has  pro¬ 
posed  to  use  facilities  of  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  for  a  receiving  insti¬ 
tute  for  Abused  Children,  and  that  this 
will  be  studied. 

Town  and  Country:  Emphasized 
need  to  reassure  small  churches  that 
they  will  not  be  closed  as  long  as  they 
have  an  active  program. 
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“The  Things  That  Make  For  Peace” 


gditoftiot 


(Luke  19:42) 

Just  as  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  admonish  against  the 
things  that  make  for  war,  so  the 
scriptures  also  give  advice  for 
the  “things  that  make  for  peace.” 

As  all  rejoice  in  the  cessation 
of  hostilities,  it  behooves  us  all 
to  work  toward  making  peace 
permanent  —  more  than  just  a 
“cease  fire.” 

The  January  issue  of  The 
Interpreter  (which  goes  into  all 
homes  of  the  elected  and  ap¬ 
pointed  leadership  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church)  is  devoted 
mainly  to  the  subject  of  peace. 

The  lead  article  is  by  Bishop 
John  Wesley  Lord,  who  recently 
retired  after  serving  as  episcopd 
leader  of  the  Washington,  D.C., 
Area  for  12  years.  Bishop  Lord 
is  now  executive  coordinator  for 
the  “Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and 
Self-Development  of  Peoples.” 
We  quote  excerpts  from  his  time¬ 
ly  article: 


It  has  been  said  that  broken 
habits  can  be  more  painful 
and  crippling  than  broken  bones, 
and  that  disintegrating  values 
may  have  as  deadly  a  fallout  as 
disintegrating  atoms.  The  nature 
of  the  habits  that  must  be  broken 
and  the  disintegrating  values  of 
our  world  were  recognized  by 
the  priorities  established  by  the 
1972  General  Conference. 

The  three  “basic  priorities” 
call  for  commitment,  renewal 
and  nurture  to  sustain  us  all  in 
our  faith  in  God  and  in  the  re¬ 
deeming  grace  of  Jesus  Christ; 
for  new  ways  of  operation  within 
the  church  on  all  levels;  and  for 
a  relevant,  living  theology  that 
will  establish  guidelines  and  self- 
corrective  yardsticks  for  conduct. 

Four  “ministry  priorities”  deal 
with  concern  for  persons;  con¬ 
cern  for  justice  and  the  self-de¬ 
velopment  of  peoples;  concern 
for  human  culture;  and  finally, 
concern  for  the  quality  of  human 
life. 

Then  General  Conference  did 
a  most  unusual  thing.  It  adopted 
almost  without  debate  and  with 
very  little  difference  of  opinion 
what  was  called:  the  “Bishops’ 
Call  for  Peace  and  the  Self-De¬ 
velopment  of  Peoples.” 

As  one  studies  this  carefully 
worded  document  on  “The  Call” 
and  considers  the  habits  and 
values  that  it  declares  must  be 
changed,  the  wonder  grows  at 
the  change  in  climate  that  has 
taken  place  within  the  church. 


Listen  to  ‘The  Call’ 

Let  us  listen  to  an  opening  para¬ 
graph  of  “The  Call”: 

The  basic  beliefs  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  stated  forthrightly  ‘that 
war  and  bloodshed  ...  are  not 
compatible  with  the  Gospel  and 
the  spirit  of  Christ.’  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Social  Creed  said,  ‘We  must 
actively  and  constantly  create 
the  conditions  of  peace.’  World 
peace,  a  requisite  for  human  sur¬ 
vival,  is  a  fun^mental  objective 
of  Christians  everywhere. 

We  had  been  saying  this  for  a 
long  time  but  few  were  listening. 
But  the  climate  had  changed,  a 
change  revealed  by  the  Rev. 
Virgil  Wesley  Sexton  in  Listen¬ 
ing  to  the  Church.  Dr.  Sexton 
told  us  that  in  a  recent  survey. 
United  Methodists  expressed  a 
profound  concern  about  the 
cheapness  with  which  human  life 
is  treated  and  the  possibility  of 
the  total  extinction  of  the  race; 
they  revealed  an  overriding  con¬ 
cern  about  world  peace  and  the 
morality  of  war. 

Behold  the  “enemies  of 
peace”:  blind  self-interest,  eco¬ 
nomic  exploitation,  racism,  pop¬ 
ulation,  explosion,  nation  wor¬ 
ship,  continued  reliance  upon 
military  violence  and  the  arms 
race.  These  “enemies”  all  result 
in  dehumanization,  whereas  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  proclaims  the 
inestimable  worth  of  each  indi¬ 
vidual. 

Sources  of  Peace 

The  sources  of  peace  are  seen 
from  God  that  come  when  man 
meets  the  conditions  of  God. 
Penitence  and  new  life,  the  literal 
conversion  of  persons,  develop¬ 
ment  programs  based  upon  prin¬ 
ciples  of  global  need  and  ac¬ 
countability,  the  liberation  of 
those  who  have  been  manipulated 
and  victimized,  justice  based 
upon  new  attitudes  and  under¬ 
standings  that  will  be  reflected 
in  laws,  policies,  structures  and 
practices  of  both  church  and 
state,  population  control,  the 
movement  from  narrow  national¬ 
ism  to  international  law  and  in¬ 
ternational  organization. 

Barbara  |  Ward  of  Columbia 
University  reminds  us  that  in  this 
age  of  ultimate  scientific  dis¬ 
covery,  our  facts  and  our  morals 
have  come  together  to  tell  us 
how  we  must  live.  “The  planet, 
now  repeats  in  its  underlying 
physical  reality,  the  witness  of 
the  sages  arid  the  prophets,”  she 
states. 


InterventkHi, 

Con^boratMHi  and  Actkai 

Knowing  the  potential  we 
possess  as  churchmen  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  the  initiative  hav¬ 
ing  come  from  the  members  of 
the  General  Conference  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  we  move 
now  to  intervention,  collabora¬ 
tion  and  action.  It  all  begins 
with  a  change  in  the  heart  of  the 
individual. 

Each  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  challenged 
to  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord 
of  all  of  life’s  relationships,  atti¬ 
tudes  and  disciplines;  as  personal 
Savior. 

On  the  basis  of  these  new  re¬ 
lationships  we  relate  our  com¬ 
mitments  and  life  style  to  the 
quest  for  world  peace  and  self¬ 
development  of  peoples.  Until 
this  change  takes  place,  our  la¬ 
bor  will  avail  little  of  perma¬ 
nence. 

New  life  in  Christ  must  then 
be  related  to  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities,  the  stewardship  of  ma¬ 
terial  possessions,  political  ac¬ 
tion  and  community  involvement, 
to  personal  witness  in  the  world. 

The  boards  and  agencies  of 
the  general  church  are  requested 
to  review  and  analyze  their  in¬ 
vestments  in  corporations  hold¬ 
ing  military  contracts,  seeking 
an  immediate  influence  upon 
policies  from  within  the  corporate 
structure,  or  failing  that,  rein¬ 
vesting  those  resources  in  in¬ 
stitutions,  companies  or  corpor¬ 
ations  or  funds  that  are  consistent 
with  the  objectives  of  the  Bis¬ 
hops’  Call  and  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

We  must  stress  the  importance 
of  peace  education,  Wben  the 
prophets  and  Jesus  spoke  of 
peace  (Shalom),  they  intended 
far  more  than  the  absence  of 
armed  conflict. 

Peace  in  the  fullest  sense  im¬ 
plies  the  ordering  of  all  life  under 
the  rule  of  God,  embodying  love, 
justice,  dignity,  freedom  and  ful¬ 
fillment  for  all  persons.  The  ab¬ 


sence  of  war  is  not,  in  itself,  a 
guarantee  that  such  peace  exists. 

Yet  war,  in  its  modem  tech¬ 
nological  form,  is  in  total  contra¬ 
diction  to  the  imperatives  of 
human  brotherhood  and  faithful 
stewardship  of  the  earth  that  are 
basic  to  Judeo-Christian.  faith. 
So  much  of  what  we  desire  for 
human  life  is  rendered  futile  in 
the  face  of  modem  warfare,  that 
the  elimination  of  war  .  .  .  even 
if  it  is  not  an  end  in  itself  .  .  . 
is  essential  if  there  is  to  be  move¬ 
ment  toward  the  goal  of  life  in 
the  full  image  of  God  for  all 
mankind. 

A  study  of  a  commitment  to 
“The  Things  That  Make  for  an 
End  to  War”  will  necessarily  in¬ 
volve  a  quest  for  “The  Things 
That  Make  for  Peace”  in  the 
fuller  sense.  We  must  believe  in 
and  work  for  a  world  without 
war. 

Develop  Study 
and  Action  Programs 

Each  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  is  called  upon  to  de¬ 
velop  study  and  action  programs 
designed  to  create  peace-seeking 
communities  of  faith  at  the  grass 
roots  level  of  the  church’s  life. 

The  price  that  we  must  pay 
for  peace  with  justice  will  be 
high,  but  the  time  has  come  for 
all  who  truly  desire  peace  not 
only  to  appropriate  the  benefits 
of  Calvary  but  to  share  in  Cal¬ 
vary. 

It  was  Pope  Paul  VI  who  re¬ 
minded  the  world  that  “peace 
cannot  be  limited  to  the  mere 
absence  of  war.  Peace  is  some¬ 
thing  which  is  built  up  day  by 
day,  in  pursuit  of  an  order  in¬ 
tended  by  God,  which  implies  a 
more  perfect  justice  among  men.” 

The  late  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
said,  “Peace  is  like  bread,  it 
must  be  made  fresh  daily.” 

Give  Us  This  Day  Our  Daily 
Peace. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Four  clergymen  offered  prayers  during  Richard 
M.  Nixon’s  inauguration  for  his  second  term  as 
President  of  the  U.S.  President  Nixon  (left) 
and  Vice  President  Agnew  (right)  are  shown 
here  with  Dr.  E.  V.  Hill,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Los  Angeles  as  he 
prayed.  The  other  clergymen,  representing 
other  religious  bodies  were:  Rabbi  Seymour 
Siegel  of  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
York;  Archbishop  lakovos.  Primate  of  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Church  in  North  and  South 
America,  and  Cardinal  Terence  Cooke,  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  of  New  York.  (RNS  Photo) 


Sen.  Robert  Dole  of  Kansas  has  introduced  legisla¬ 
tion  in  the  U.S.  Senate  requesting  the  President  to 
issue  a  proclamation  designating  a  week  as  “National 
Welcome  Home  Our  Prisoners  Week”  upon  the  re¬ 
lease  and  return  to  the  U.S.  of  American  prisoners 
of  war  from  Southeast  Asia.  The  lawmaker,  a  Meth¬ 
odist,  told  his  colleagues  on  the  Senate  floor  that  he 
was  doing  so  because  in  personal  visits  with  families 
of  POWs  and  missing-in-action  personnel,  and  ex- 
POWs,  too,  he  learned  of  their  concern  over  prob¬ 
lems  facing  these  prisoners  on  their  return  home. 
The  senator  said  feelings  that  they  are  returning  to  a 
hostile  environment  are  the  result  of  “the  prisoners’ 
past  exposure  to  very  sophisticated  Communist 
propaganda,”  and  added  that  “it  is,  therefore,  vital 
that  when  the  men  do  return  home,  they  be  made 
aware  of  the  fact  that  all  Americans  stand  united  in 
welcoming  them  home.” 

Although  wotsh^  at  the  U.S.  military  acade¬ 
mies  is  now  <^ti<Mid^  Vice  Adnural  William  ^ 
Mack  of  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy,  has  urged 
midshipmen  to  “take  fuU  advantage  of  your 
oppmtunities  fw  worship  and  moral  develop¬ 
ment.’*  The  Academy  superintendent  com¬ 
mented  that  “as  officers  in  the  naval  service, 
your  personal  beliefs  will  often  be  tested  and 
in  times  of  stress  your  men  will  look^  to  you 
for  Mwitual  ^  well  as  professional  guidance. 

“I  believe  that  you  owe  it  to  yourself  and  to 
your  men  to  gain  an  insi^  into  the 

and  rel^ous  dimensions  ot  leadersh^ 

he  condoded. 


Key  73  does  not  seek  to  “persecute,  pressure  or 
force  Jews  to  believe  or  do  anything  against  their 
will,”  according  to  Dr.  Theodore  Raedeke  of  St. 
Louis,  executive  director  of  the  broadly-based  evan¬ 
gelistic  campaign.  “We  are  confident,”  Dr.  Raedeke 
said,  “that  the  Jews  do  not  wish  to  imdermine  our 
holy  faith  or  deprive  us  of  our  rights  to  propagate 
our  faith  —  the  privilege  which  we  enjoy  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.”  “There  is  no  anti-Semitism  in  either  the  ideol¬ 
ogy  or  the  thrust  of  Key  73,”  the  Missouri  Synod 
Lutheran  clergyman  said  in  a  letter  to  Rabbi  Marc 
Tanenbaum,  national  director  of  interreligious  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  American  Jewish  Committee. 

The  American  Jewish  Congress  recently  sent  a 
letter  to  Navy  Secretary  John  H.  Chafee  pro¬ 
testing  a  memorandum  written  by  U.S.  Navy 
Chief  of  Chaplains  (a  Methodist)  urging  Navy 
chaplains  to  partic^ate  in  the  Key  73  evangel¬ 
ism  program.  In  response  to  a  telephone  in¬ 
quiry  from  Religious  News  Service  following 
the  protest,  Admiral  F.  L.  Garrett’s  office  is¬ 
sued  the  following  statement:  “The  Chief  of 
Chaplains  is  charged  with  support  of  religious 
programming  that  crosses  the  entire  spectrum 
of  religious  life  in  America.  His  support  of  Key 
73  flows  from  the  same  obligation  as  does  his 
support  of  Passover  observances  and  other  re¬ 
ligious  emphases  of  Jewish  personnel.  In  other 
words,  the  Chief  of  Chaplains  is  committed  to 
suj^ort  in  the  Armed  Services  the  religious 
programming  of  all  the  faith  groups.” 

Senators  Richard  S.  Schweker  and  Hugh  Scott,  both 
of  Pennsylvania,  have  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
to  amend  the  U.S.  Constitution  to  “provide  volun¬ 
tary  nondenominational  prayer  in  public  schools  and 
buildings.”  Nine  bills  calling  for  prayer  in  public 
schools  or  public  buildings  were  introduced  in  the 
U.S.  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  during 
the  first  two  weeks  of  the  93rd  Congress’  First 
Session. 

A  Commoii  Bible  whh  unprecedented  endorse¬ 
ment  by  wmld  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Eastern  Orthodox  leaders  is  scheduled  for 
publication  in  the  U.S.  on  April  2,  according 
to  an  announcement  from  the  Nat’l.  Council  td 
Churches  (rffice  in  New  York.  The  translation 
is  the  Revised!  Standard  Version  (RSV),  copy- 
rioted  by  the  NCC.  The  U.S.  edition  will  bear 
the  words  “An  Ecumenical  Edition”  on  .the 
title  page,  and  “Common  Bible”  (m  the  cov^. 

No  less  than  22  bills  authorizing  an  income  tax 
credit  for  tuition  paid  by  parents  of  private  and 
parochial  elementary  and  secondary  school  students 
are  reported  to  have  been  introduced  in  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  during  the  first  two 
weeks  of  the  current  session. 

Dr.  Emilio  Castro  (Methodist)  of  Uruguay, 
newly  elected  head  of  the  Division  of  Wodd 
Mission  and  Evangelism  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  said  the  recent  Salvation  Today 
Conference  held  in  Bai^<d£  helped  sha^  a 
vision  of  comprehensive  s^vation.  Such  a  vision 
^qiegins  with  a  personal  encounter  with  Christ 
that  opens  our  eyes  to  the  mystery  and  glory 
of  a  love  that  encompasses  the  world  and  chM- 
lenges  us  to  enter  into  that  love  in  action  with 
the  worid,”  he  smd,  adding:  “The  vision  invites 
us  to  see  human  history  as  the  arena  in  which 
God  is  working  and  inviting  us  to  work  for  full 
Ovation.” 

United  Methodists  are  among  those  attending  five 
regional  workshops  in  January  and  February  fea¬ 
turing  Paulo  Freire,  a  Latin  American  educator  and 
church  executive  who  is  credited  with  introducing 
the  word  “conscientization”  into  the  church/educa¬ 
tion  scene.  The  philosophy  and  methods  of  adult 
education  and  “consciousness-raising”  that  are  the 
substance  of  “conscientization”  form  the  basic  agen¬ 
da  for  the  sessions.  Freire  is  a  former  profes^r  of 
education  in  Brazil  and  is  now  on  the  World  Coun- 
cU  of  Churches’  Education  Office  staff  m  Geneva, 
Switzerland. 


Christian  members  of  the  Hopi  Indian  tribe  in  Ari¬ 
zona  now  have  the  New  Testament  in  their  own 
language,  and  see  it  as  the  realization  of  an  ancient 
tribal  myth.  According  to  the  Hopi  legend,  the 
white  man  (Bahana)  was  to  go  in  search  of  the 
eastern  sun  and  then  return  to  the  tribe,  bringing 
the  “book  of  truth”  which  contained  the  ultimate 
answers  and  the  end  to  all  problems.  The  legend 
was  recalled  at  a  service  at  Polacca,  Ariz.  in  which 
the  Hopi  New  Testament  was  dedicated  and  dis¬ 
tributed.  The  work,  a  13-year  project  of  Wycliffe 
Bible  Translators  in  collaboration  with  Hopi  trans¬ 
lators,  was  published  by  the  American  Bible  Society. 

Under  the  “patronage”  of  a  group  led  by  Vice 
President  and  Mrs.  Spiro  T.  Agnew,  a  dinner 
tribute  is  planned  for  Feb.  1  to  honor  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  L.  R.  Elson  on  the  occasion 
of  his  retirement  as  pastor  of  the  National  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  Washington,  D.C.  Dr.  Elson 
Im  been  pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church’s  “cathedral  church”  since  1947.  The 
dinner,  which  wfll  be  attended  by  600  persons, 
will  include  legislators,  clergymen,  ranking  gov¬ 
ernment  and  notary  officials,  business  and  pro¬ 
fessional  men  and  then'  wives. 

Dr.  W.  Dayton  Roberts,  past  general  secretary  of 
the  Community  of  Latin  American  Evangelical 
Ministries,  reporting  to  a  General  Assembly  meet¬ 
ing  in  Costa  Rica,  said  the  missionary  “is  no  longer 
a  life-time  employee  or  servant  of  a  foreign  mis¬ 
sion  entity,  sent  where  the  entity  determines,  but 
is  rather  a  free  professional  who  responds  to  a  free 
invitation  from  an  autonomous  entity.”  Dr.  Rob¬ 
erts  continued:  “The  community  provides  the  chan¬ 
nels  by  which  the  individual  can  be  mobilized  and 
moved  to  the  place  where  he  is  most  urgently 
needed,  in  accordance  with  his  own  sense  of  vo¬ 
cation  and  the  direction  of  the  Lord.” 


.lot- 


Former  President  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson,  who 
died  Jan.  22  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  had  main¬ 
tained  membership  in  the  Disciples  of  Christ 
Church  since  boyhood.  He  concluded  his  first 
public  address  as  President  of  the  U.S.  with 
the  words:  “I  ask  for  your  help  -  and  God’s.” 
Addressing  a  group  of  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic,  and  Jewish  leaders  who  had  sup¬ 
ported  an  interreligious  convocation  called  to 
demand  passage  of  the  civil  rights  bill,  the 
President  asked  the  clergymen  to  continue  to 
direct  “the  immense  power  of  religion  in  shap¬ 
ing  the  conduct  and  thoughts  of  men  toward 
their  brothers  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
compassion  and  love.”  (RNS  photo) 
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The  photos  at  left  are  of 
missionaries  supported 
by  churches  in  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  with 
the  locations  served  by 
each  pinpointed  on  map. 
This  was  part  of  a  dis¬ 
play  at  recent  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Conference 
boards,  prepared  by  the 
Rev.  H.  L.  Milo,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  Mis¬ 
sions  for  promotion  of 
mission  work. 


Missionaries  supported 
by  Louisiana  churches 


The  philosophy  that  you  can  help 
by  doing  is  a  reality  for  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  and 
Springhill  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Springhill  as  they  pledge  financial  sup¬ 
port  of  our  Missionaries,  In  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  William  B.  Kendrick,  Chair¬ 
man  of  Missions  of  Aurora,  she  writes, 
“After  some  effort  and  growing  pains 
assisted  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  our  church 
voted  to  assume  financial  responsibility 
of  an  Advance  Special.”  Their  request 
is  that  the  support  of  $1,800  be  sent 
to  Dr.  Vela  Cleveland,  a  native  Louis- 
ianan  but  assigned  to  the  Florida  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  Rev.  George  Harkins,  pastor  of 
Springhill,  announces  that  SpringhUl 
has  chosen  to  contribute  some  support 
toward  Miss  Doretha  Brown,  also  a 
native  Louisianan  who  is  doing  an  out¬ 
standing  job  in  Liberia,  as  reported  by 
Dr.  Harry  Poppe  of  The  National  Divi¬ 
sion. 


We  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  are  proud  of  these  churches 
along  with: 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

Baton  Rouge:  Broadmoor,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Carlos  Welch,  India;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Patterson,  Japan. 

HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Amite,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hendrix 
Townsley,  India; 

Bogalusa:  E.  Sullivan  Memorial, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Spitzkeit,  Korea; 

Hammond:  First,  ]^.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Messenger,  Rhodesia; 

Slidell:  First,  Rev.  and  J^s.  Carlos 
Welch,  India. 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Crowley:  First,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
Holt,  Philippines; 

L^ayette:  First,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
Holt,  Philippines; 

Opelousas:  Louisiana  Memorial, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Holt,  Philippines. 


Shown  here  are  persons  attending  the  recent  Lake  Charles  District 
Council  on  Ministries  meeting  at  Simpson  Church  to  plan  and  review 
the  work  of  the  district  for  the  coming  months.  (Standing,  left  to  right) 
Stone  Caraway,  Ray  Branton,  Tom  Crosby,  District  Superintendent 
Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Odell  Simmons;  (Seated)  Walter  Clarke,  Calvin 
Lapuyade,  Wilma  Crosby,  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  Eskel  Tatum,  Raymond 
Crofoot,  John  Berqstedt  and  Moses  Jackson.  A  ministers’  retreat,  two 
workshops,  and  the  program  for  the  1973  District  Conference  were 
among  items  of  business  discussed. 

t 

QUOTABLE  QUOTE 


“The  highest  compliment  we  can 
pay  another  person  is  to  assume  they 
want  to  talk  about  their  spiritual  needs 
and  hopes.  We  also  pay  them  a  com¬ 


pliment  when  we  make  it  clear  to  them 
that  we  want  them  to  become  Chris¬ 
tians.” 

— Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr. 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

Monroe:  First,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
Holt,  Philippines; 

Rayville:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James 
Spitzkeit,  Korea; 

West  Monroe:  First,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Ray  Holt,  Philippiness. 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

New  Orleans:  Aurora,  Dr.  Vela 
Cleveland,  India; 

New  Orleans:  Gentilly,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Carlos  Welch,  India; 

Metairie:  St.  Matthews,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Raleigh  Pickard,  India. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Downsville,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Davis,  Zaire; 

Farmerville,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James 
Spitzkeit,  Korea; 

Minden:  First,  Mr  and  Mrs.  Patter¬ 
son  Benner,  Japan; 

Ruston:  Trinity,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Carlos  Welch,  India; 

Springhill:  Springhill,  Miss  Doretha 
Brown,  Liberia. 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Shreveport:  Cedar  Grove,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Wehrman,  Philippines; 

Shreveport:  First,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Ray  Holt,  Philippines; 

Shreveport:  Noel  Memorial,  Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Patterson  Benner,  Japan;  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Messenger,  Rhodesia; 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Holt,  Philippines; 

Shreveport:  North  Highlands,  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Messenger,  Rhodesia; 

Shreveport:  St.  Luke’s,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Ray  Holt,  Philippines; 

Vivian,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  Welch, 
India;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Spitzkeit, 
Korea. 

United  Methodist  Churches  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  are  in  missions  as  the  church 
faces  the  changes,  the  uncertainties, 
and  crises  as  it  struggles  to  fully  under¬ 
stand  its  mission.  However,  support  is 
still  needed  for  Miss  Doretha  Brown 
and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Spitzkeit. 

If  you  would  like  to  pledge  partial 
support  or  full  support  for  these  Mis¬ 
sionaries,  you  may  write  to  Dr.  Harry 
B.  Poppe,  475  Riverside  Drive,  13th 
Floor,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027,  with 
carbon  copies  to  the  Rev.  Howard  L. 
Milo,  P.  O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104,  the  Rev.  Garland  C.  Dean, 
4112  Fairfax  Avenue,  Shreveport, 
La.  71108,  and  Dr.  R.  L.  Cooke,  Con¬ 
ference  Treasurer,  at  P.  O.  Box  4303, 
Shreveport,  La  71104. 


.  .  .  another  Convocation 
of  Boards  snapshot  .  .  . 

The  Rev.  Jim  Crews, 
intern  with  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  examines  reports 
from  the  various  Boards 
which  met  during  the 
Convocation  at  Alex¬ 
andria. 


tcc  non  .  1  ^  T - H^ftnase  rne 

$io,000  property  shown  here  for  the  use  of  the  Leesville-Holly 

Grove  parsonage  family.  The  IKj-acre  site,  including  the  resi¬ 
dence  which  contains  3,025  square  feet  of  living  space,  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  Country  Club  Circle.  The  Rev.  Don  Risinger  is  pas- 


Dr.  Virgil  Morris  (left), 
executive  secretary  of 
the  jurisdiction  and  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  shown 
here  with  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Noel  Gaines,  pas¬ 
tor  and  wife  of  Asbury 
Church,  New  Orleans, 
during  the  Mid-Winter 
Conference  for  Ministers 
and  Wives  held  at  St. 
Francis  de  Sales  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  Jan.  16- 
19.  (Photo  by  Marjorie 
Morris) 
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Shreveport  youth  were  given  a  trip  to  Wiley  College,  Marshall,  Texas,  re¬ 
cently.  The  trip  was  sponsored  by  the  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry. 
Standing  from  left  are:  Dr.  Robert  Haynes,  Wiley  College  president,  Jim 
McCutcheon,  Maurice  Monroe,  G.  Thomas,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton  and 
Mrs.  Hamilton. 

Shreveport  youth  visit  Texas  college 


E  W  S 

and 

OTES 

WILLARD  DUNN  and  Arthur  Haas 
recently  occupied  the  pulpits  of  the 
Pollock,  Selma,  and  Liberty  Chapel 
Charge  during  the  recent  hospitaliza¬ 
tion  of  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Dill. 

JIM  RICHARDSON,  chairman  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  in  First  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  brought  the  message  at 
the  evening  worship  service  on  Jan. 
21.  Participants  in  the  service  included 
Mrs.  Jimmy  D.  Allen,  Bob  Harrell  and 
Mrs.  Wanda  Hodges.  Dr.  George 
Pearce,  Jr.  is  pastor. 

THE  REV.  FRANK  FITZSIMMONS, 
chaplain  at  Louisiana  Correctional  and 
Industrial  School  in  DeQuincy,  was 
the  guest  speaker  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  Sunday 
evening,  Jan.  28,  in  connection  with 
the  mission  study.  The  Rev.  William 
Odell  Simmons  was  host  pastor. 

BROADMOOR  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  sent  42  UMYF 
boys  and  girls  on  a  recreation  and 
planning  retreat  at  Lone  Star,  Texas, 
the  weekend  of  Jan.  19.  Counselors 
attending  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buddy 
Patterson,  James  Gillespie  and  Becky 
Hurley.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  their  pastor. 
PAULA  MARTIN,  a  student  at 
Southeastern  Louisiana  University,  is 
the  new  director  of  the  Bell  Choir  in 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans. 

MISS  BARBARA  FAIN,  US-2  work¬ 
er  at  Sager  Brown  School  in  Baldwin, 
was  guest  speaker  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  New  Iberia  at  5  p.m. 
Sunday,  Jan.  14.  The  Rev.  Fred  Flurry 
is  the  New  Iberia  minister. 

PARKER  MEMORIAL  CHURCH  in 
New  Orleans  had  as  guests  at  the 
7  p.m.  service,  Jan.  28,  members  of 
the  Spanish  speaking  congregation  of 
Felicity  United  Methodist  Church.  This 
is  the  third  year  for  the  visit.  Current 
pastor  of  the  Felicity  group  is  a  med¬ 
ical  doctor.  Dr.  Manuel  Garcia,  who 
will  bring  the  message  at  Parker 
Memorial. 


by  James  Graham,  Coordinator 
Shreveport  Metro-Ministries 
On  Jan.  15,  fifty  boys  and  girls  from 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church, 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Travis  Street  Center  in  Shreveport, 
were  given  a  trip  to  Wiley  College,  a 
United  Methodist  College  in  Marshall, 
Tex.  The  purpose  of  the  trip  was  to 
expose  these  youth  to  college  life. 

Dr.  Robert  Haynes,  president  of 
Wiley  College  and  Jim  McCutcheon, 
director  of  Public  Relations  sponsored 
a  dinner  for  the  youth.  The  youth  had 
an  opportunity  to  engage  in  a  dia¬ 
logue  with  Dr.  Haynes  and  also  with 
college  students  about  college  life  and 
the  many  opportunities  available  to 
Black  youth  today.  They  were  led  on 
a  tour  of  the  campus  by  the  college 
queens. 


The  St.  Paul  Basketball  team  played 
Travis  St.  Center  team  during  half-time 
of  the  Wiley  College  and  Langston 
University  basketball  game.  This  trip 
was  made  possible  by  the  Emerging 
Ministries  of  St.  James  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for  Shreveport  Metro¬ 
politan  Ministry  through  a  special 
grant  from  the  Commission  On  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  Rev.  James  Graham  serves  as 
the  director  of  Shreveport  Metropolitan 
Ministry.  Chaperons  for  the  trip  to 
Wiley  College  were  the  Rev.  J.  D.  V. 
Hamilton,  pastor  of  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church,  Maurice  Monroe, 
director  of  the  Travis  St.  Center,  Mr. 
Thomas,  director  of  the  Princess  Park 
Recreation  Center  and  Brown  Free¬ 
man,  the  bus  driver. 


Supervised  by  District 
Superintendent  Ken  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  Vernon  Fairley, 
Golden  Meadow-Grand 
Isle  minister,  has  the 
unusual  chore  of  clear¬ 
ing  snow  from  the  walk 
of  the  Lafayette  District 
parsonage. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Feb.  4 — Sunday  .  Gen.  3:1-13 

Feb.  6  . .  Gen.  3:14-24 

Feb.  6  .  Gen.  9:1-19 

Feb.  7  . .  Gen.  12:1-9 

Feb.  8  - . - . 2  Sam.  7:8-17 

Feb.  9  .  Jer.  23:1-8 

Feb.  10 .  Isa.  62:13,  53:12 

Feb.  11 — Sunday  ....  Mark  1:1-11 


DR.  L.  L.  HAYNES,  JR., 

TO  BE  SPEAKER  IN  PITTSBURGH 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  minister  of 
the  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  one  of  the 
guest  speakers  at  the  Seminar  on 
Blackness  at  the  Pittsburgh  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Dr.  Haynes  will  speak  on  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  “The  Rural  Black  Preacher — 
A  Catalytic  Agent  for  Economic  In¬ 
dependence  and  Social  Change”  and 
“From  Disillusionment  to  Faith.” 
People  from  many  parts  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  will  be  in  attendance  at  this 
seminar.  Dr.  Haynes  brings  honor  to 
Louisiana  Methodism  in  appearing  as 
one  of  the  principal  speakers  at  this 
m.eeting. 

t 

THE  CROWLEY  FIRST  United 
Methodist  Church  is  having  a  four- 
week  study  of  India  with  Mrs.  Douglas 
Davis,  wife  of  the  pastor  of  the  Indian 
Bayou  and  Kaplan  United  Methodist 
Churches,  leading  the  adult  and  youth 
sessions.  The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  is 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Crowley. 

from  page  one  CREDIT  UNION 

b.  %  of  1%  per  month  on  the  un¬ 
paid  balance,  or  9%  per  year.  Annual 
Percentage  Rate,  for  new  car  loans  or 
for  loans  which  are  fully  secured  by 
share  deposits. 

“Annual  Percentage  Rate”  is  not 
the  same  as  a  simple  interest  rate.  The 
U.  S.  Government  requires  all  lending 
institutions  to  state  their  interest  rates 
as  “Annual  Percentage  Rates.” 
t 


he  revival  in  Wesley  Church  at  Sulphur  the  week  of  Jon.  21  included  o 
evotionol  breakfast  with  the  youth  (some  of  whom  are  shown  at  right 
ith  the  evangelist,  the  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill  of  Ruston) ;  a  luncheon  with 
le  ladies  (shown  at  left),  and  a  supper  with  the  men.  The  Rev.  Homer 


Bailes  of  Roanoke  provided  special  music.  Lay  men  and  women  were  in¬ 
volved  in  the  revival  under  the  direction  of  Jack  Schanz,  lay  leader. 
The  Rev.  Walter  Clarke  is  pastor. 
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COMMENT 

Chairman,  Program  Area  of 
Missionary  Education 

Within  the  next  few  months  you  will  be  hear¬ 
ing  about  a  new,  two-year  experimental  program 
of  supplementary  giving,  i.  e.,  giving  over  and 
above  the  Pledge  to  Mission.  This  program  should 
answer  the  increasing  desire  for  a  “personalized” 
approach  to  mission,  while  maintaining  our  basic 
support  of  the  entire  mission  program.  As  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  Chairpersons,  we  can  do  much 
to  undergird  the  program,  by  becoming  familiar 
with  the  selected  projects  for  our  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  and  working  with  the  Treasurers  to  pro¬ 
mote  this  program. 

As  soon  as  the  projects  for  Louisiana  Conference  are  selected,  they 
will  be  publicized  through  various  ways  —  be  on  the  lookout  for  their 
names.  This  will  be  an  excellent  opportunity  for  us  to  familiarize  our¬ 
selves  with  projects  other  than  the  ones  in  our  Conference,  as  the  list 
which  we  are  to  choose  from  does  not  contain  any  projects  from  this 
region. 

I  cannot  urge  you  too  strongly  to  work  with  your  Treasurer  to  keep 
the  women  informed  about  what  is  going  on  in  the  field  of  Mission. 
Response,  new/World  Outlook,  Project  Handbooks,  Annual  Report — 
all  are  filled  with  material  to  use  in  presenting  our  work.  There  is  also 
a  wealth  of  free  materials. 

It  is  not  too  early  to  begin  thinking  about  the  Schools  of  Christian 
Mission.  The  Week-end  School  will  be  held  July  20-21,  with  the  Con¬ 
ference  School  from  July  24  through  27.  You  will  be  hearing  more  about 
these  training  opportunities,  but  do  put  these  dates  on  your  calendar 
NOW. 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon 

Chairman,  Program  Area  of  Missionary  Education 
_ ± _ _ _ _ 


Thomas  E.  Kirkpatrick, 
at  right,  recently  li¬ 
censed  to  preach,  is 
shown  with  his  pastor, 
the  Rev.  James  Poole  of 
St.  Luke  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port. 


SUSTAINING  MEMBERSHIP 
IS  KIRKPATRICK  MEMORIAL 

Thomas  E.  Kirkpatrick  was  recent¬ 
ly  presented  a  Sustaining  Membership 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  United 
Methodist  Women  in  memory  of  his 
late  wife,  Mrs.  Florence  Kirkpatrick, 
who  was  conference  president  at  the' 
time  of' her  death  last  September.  The 
Membership,  presented  by  Mrs.  James 
T.  Spencer,  conference  treasurer,  rep¬ 


resents  a  gift  of  more  than  $1,000  to 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick  recently  began  to 
fulfill  requirements  to  secure  a  license 
to  preach.  He  was  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Administrative 
Board  of  St.  Luke’s  Church, 
Shreveport,  as  a  suitable  candi¬ 
date  for  the  ministry.  Dr.  Carl 
Lueg,  Shreveport  District  super¬ 
intendent,  presided  at  the  called 
meeting. 


Mrs.  Vera  Packer,  left,  chairman  of  the  Hammond  District  WSG, 
is  shown  presenting  Special  Membership  pins  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marcus  L.  Burks  of  Baton  Rouge.  The  Burks  made  a  tour  of 
Methodist  mission  stations  in  Africa  last  year  and  shared  their 
trip  with  the  district  by  showing  their  slides  at  the  District  An¬ 
nual  Meeting.  They  also  presented  their  program  to  Mrs.  Packer’s 
home  church.  First  United  Methodist  in  Slidell. 


News  in  Brief 

THE  TRIPLE  L  CLUB  of  Henning 
Memorial  Church,  Sulphur,  had  a  mu¬ 
sical  program  presented  by  Mrs.  Elyse 
Mae  Sonnier  at  the  January  meeting. 
A  new  project  started  by  club  mem¬ 
bers  is  the  making  of  gifts  for  adults 
which  will  be  sold  at  the  fall  bazaar 
during  the  part  of  the  day  reserved 
for  children  shoppers  only. 


THE  EUNICE  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
IST  Church  began  a  Bible  study  of 
the  book  of  Romans  on  Jan.  28  which 
will  continue  for  six  consecutive  Sun¬ 
days.  Leaders  for  small  groups  are 
Kay  Wade,  Lenora  Shirey,  Cal  Schae¬ 
fer,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drew  Miller. 
The  Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  pastor. 


BLACKWATER  MAYOR  WOODY 
DUAS  was  the  speaker  at  the  Jan.  30 
meeting  of  the  Fishermen’s  Club  in 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Blackwater,  of  which  the  Rev.  William 
C.  Blakely  is  pastor. 

THE  YOUTH  CHOIR  of  University 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  is  beginning 
rehearsals  of  the  Broadway  hit  “God- 
spell.”  Major  presentation  of  the 
group  in  1972  was  “Jesus  Christ 
Superstar,”  under  the  direction  of 
Esther  Socolfsky.  The  Primary  and 
Junior  Choirs  are  rehearsing  a  cantata 
about  Noah  entitled  “100%  Chance 
of  Rain.”  Directors  of  these  choirs  are 
Marilyn  Braymer  and  Mary  Lou  Von- 
Brock.  Dr.  Lamar  E.  Smith  and  the 
Rev.  Randy  James  are  ministers  at 
University  Church. 


Key  73  Emphasis 
In  Maplewood 

The  Maplewood  United  Methodist 
Church  celebrated  FOUR  NIGHTS 
for  GOD  during  the  week  of  January 
14.  The  Rev.  George  Ross,  of  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the 
evangelist.  Ralph  Newell,  also  from 
Baton  Rouge,  was  the  singer.  Capacity 
crowds  attended  the  four  evening 
meetings  and  the  three  breakfast  ser- 
vices. 

FOUR  NIGHTS  for  GOD  was  the 
climax  of  Phase  I,  Key  73,  in  the 
Maplewood  congregation.  Earl  P. 
Schexnailder,  charge  lay  leader,  was 
chairman  for  Phase  1.  Dennis  Cobb, 
is  chairman  of  the  evangelism  com¬ 
mittee,  which  is  responsible  for  the 
Key  73  effort  in  Maplewood  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  Tom  O. 
Crosby  is  pastor  of  the  church, 
t 

THE  YOUNG  AT  HEART  Club  of 
Denham  Springs  met  on  Wednesday, 
Jan.  31,  and  had  as  guest  entertainer 
the  Rev.  Homer  Bailes,  Roanoke 
United  Methodist  minister,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Bailes  Brothers  of 
radio’s  Louisiana  Hayride  fame. 

DR.  SYLVIA  BABU  and  Dr.  Eunice 
John  added  a  colorful  note  to  the 
closing  session  of  the  study  on  India 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Orleans,  Jan.  28.  Both  are  senior 
residents  in  pediatrics  at  Tulane.  The 
Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  Sr.  is  pastor. 

FARMERVILLE  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  Church  is  devoting  Sunday 
evening  during  February  to  a  church¬ 
wide  mission  study.  Kerit  Modi,  an 
Indian  national  who  is  attending  Lou¬ 
isiana  Tech  at  Ruston  as  a  graduate 
student  in  electrical  engineering,  is 
guest  speaker  at  the  first  session,  Feb. 
4.  The  study  is  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  P.  D.  Kyle,  Missions  Area  chair¬ 
man.  The  Rev.  Leon  C.  Scott  is  pastor. 


JENNINGS  CHURCHWOMAN 
ELECTED  VICE-CHAIRMAN  OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION 

Mrs.  Ruth  Miller  of  Jennings,  Lou¬ 
isiana,  has  been  elected  vice-chairman 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
the  state  of  Louisiana.  The  conven¬ 
tion  is  convening  over  a  lengthy  period 
of  time  in  an  effort  to  revise  the  basic 
constitutional  law  of  the  state.  Mrs. 
Jennings  occupies  a  particularly  stra¬ 
tegic  post.  She  is  a  very  loyal  and 
faithful  member  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

t 


INSTALLED  AS  OFFICERS  of  the 
Istrouma  United  Methodist  Church 
during  the  worship  service,  Jan.  21, 
were  Grady  R.  Felder  as  chairman  of 
the  Administrative  Board,  Arthur  Wil¬ 
son  as  vice-chairman  and  Wade  Davis, 
Sr.  as  secretary.  The  Rev.  J.  Taylor 
Wall  is  pastor. 

THE  REV.  DAN  RODRIGUEZ,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference,  was  guest  speaker  in  the 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  at  Sulphur  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  Jan.  28.  He  was  accompanied  by 
laymen  from  a  San  Antonio  church. 
The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton  is  the  Hen¬ 
ning  pastor. 

MRS.  JAMES  W.  AILOR,  wife  of  the 
associate  pastor  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  had  an 
article  “When  Love  Was  Not  Enough,” 
published  in  the  February  issue  of 
“The  Christian  Home,”  on  page  19. 

JONESBORO  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
IST  Church  is  having  the  Sunday 
morning  and  Thursday  evening  Bible 
studies  keyed  to  the  “Key  73”  evan¬ 
gelistic  program.  Phase  II  Bible  em¬ 
phasis.  Mrs.  Barbara  Sims  is  serving 
as  chairman  of  Phase  2.  The  Rev.  Dan 
Tohline  is  the  Jonesboro  minister. 
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By:  Alfred  A.  Knox 


LESSON  FOR  FEBRUARY  11;  God's  House  And  Yours 


SCRIPTURE  BACKGROUND;  Haggai  1:1-8,  12- 
15 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Take  courage,  all  you 
people  ol  the  land,  says  the  Lord;  work,  for 
I  am  with  you,  says  the  Lord  of  hosts  .  .  . 
My  Spirit  abides  among  you;  fear  not.  Haggai 
2:4-5 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  study  the  need  to  erect 
boUdings  in  which  to  worship  by  the  per^le 
Haggai  ministered  to,  and  the  need  for  wor¬ 
ship  and  structures  for  this  purpose  today. 

*  *  * 

Are  you  a  jogger?  Or  maybe  you  regularly  ride 
a  bike  or  walk  a  mile.  Have  you  exercising  equip¬ 
ment  in  the  garage  or  carport  or  in  the  backyard? 
Experts  in  various  fields  of  human  health  and  ef¬ 
ficiency  often  remind  us  that  such  exercising  is  im¬ 
portant  for  developing  and  maintaining  our  physical 
bodies.  Some  of  us  take  this  very  seriously,  and 
probably  all  of  us  acknowledge  that  we  don’t  do 
enough  of  it.  Increasingly  we  invest  in  recreational 
equipment  used  in  sports  such  as  golf  and  tennis, 
boating  and  fishing,  camping  and  hiking.  A  promi¬ 
nent  banker  in  our  area  was  quoted  several  months 
ago  as  saying  that  one  of  the  prime  investment 
opportunities  these  days  is  in  industries  that  manu¬ 
facture  such  equipment.  We  really  are  an  exercise 
and  recreation  conscious  generation! 

There  is  also  religious  exercise.  This  is  for  de¬ 
veloping  and  maintaining  spiritual  health  and  effi¬ 
ciency.  Some  of  us  take  this  very  seriously,  and 
probably  all  of  us  acknowledge  that  we  don’t  do 
enough  of  it.  (Note  that  the  phrasing  here  parallels 
that  of  the  above  paragraph!)  Unless  we  are  duly 
careful  and  diligent,  our  religious  “exercising”  is 
not  enough  to  keep  us  in  good  spiritual  trim.  The 
instruction,  “Pray  without  ceasing,”  is  not  merely 
pious  sentiment.  Lack  of  spiritual  exercise  means 
lack  of  spiritual  stamina  to  buck  the  contrary  forces 
we  continually  have  to  push  aside.  We  find  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  avoid  becoming  “weary  in  well-doing”  if  our 
inner  strength  is  puny.  We  become  engrossed  in 
important  duties  like  making  a  living,  rearing  a 
family,  supporting  good  causes,  and  so  on.  But  our 

priorities  may  su&er  in  the  process! 

*  ♦  * 

THE  GREAT  NECKSITY 

His  countrymen,  Haggai  believed,  were  not  ter¬ 
ribly  wicked;  they  simply  weren’t  so  good.  They 
were  not  living  dishonorably,  in  their  view,  but  they 
were  not  duly  honoring  God.  They  thought  they 
were  trying  to  provide  themselves  and  families  with 
the  necessities  of  life,  but  he  taught  that  they  were 
neglecting  the  prime  necessity — God,  To  neglect 
God  is  to  neglect  the  good,  and  his  goodness  is  not 
only  in  what  he  gives  but  also  in  what  we  his  chil¬ 
dren  receive! 

The  point  is  plainly  made  by  the  prophet:  “You 
have  sown  much  but  reaped  little;  you  eat  but 
never  as  much  as  you  wish,  you  drink  but  never 
more  than  you  need,  you  are  clothed  but  never 
warm,  and  the  laborer  puts  his  wages  into  a  purse 
with  a  hole  in  it.”  (1:6)  There  is  no  comfort  and 
no  prosperity  because  they  have  failed  to  rebuild 
the  place  of  worship  in  Jerusalem — the  temple.  In 
another  context,  they  might  be  thought  of  as  being 
shiftless,  ineffective,  disorganized,  shortsighted.  In 
the  thought  of  the  prophet,  they  were  dishonoring 
God.  It  was  significant  to  him  that  they  seemed 
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largely  unconcerned  that  the  broken  walls  and 
ravaged  interior  of  the  temple  were  accepted  with¬ 
out  much  feeling.  Theirs  was  a  deep-seated  lapse 
in  spiritual  motivation.  They  were  in  need  of  re¬ 
viving.  A  vital  part  of  their  living  was  being  ignored 
to  their  regret.  The  great  necessity  was  thought  to 
be  unnecessary. 

If  It 

BUT  STOP  AND  CONSIDER 

The  people  are  in  a  rut,  “Consider  your  way  of 
life,”  the  prophet  declares  to  them.  (1:5,7)  Stop  and 
think  about  where  you  are  and  what  you  are  doing 
to  yourselves.  He  calls  for  introspection,  self-analy¬ 
sis,  self-judgment.  This  is  a  necessary  prelude  to 
self-improvement.  To  correct  preoccupation  with 
self  requires  a  frank,  honest  look  at  self. 

Even  this  is  not  enough.  We  noted  in  an  earlier 
lesson  that  self-improvement  programs  have  their 
genuine  limitations,  A  re-directing  of  the  inner  life 
must  be  coupled  with  it.  To  petition  God  to  “put 
a  new  and  right  spirit  within  me,”  (Ps,  51:10)  may 
follow  the  reestablishing  of  one’s  inner  direction. 
It  doesn’t  precede  it.  Once  the  inner  being  is  right, 
the  promise  becomes  effective,  “They  that  wait  for 
the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength.”  (Isa,  40:31) 
The  apostle  Paul  refers  to  this  restoring  process: 
“Though  our  outer  nature  is  wasting  away,  our 
inner  nature  is  being  renewed  every  day.”  (2  Cor. 
4:16) 

*  «  * 

THE  BROKEN  STONES 

Energetic  labor  was  exerted  by  the  people 
when  it  was  made  clear  that  they  were  suffering 
materially  for  their  neglect.  They  were  also  suffer¬ 
ing,  though  perhaps  not  so  noticeably  to  them¬ 
selves,  in  their  spiritual  tone.  The  two  effects  go 
together,  though  the  relationship  isn’t  readily  dis¬ 
cerned.  A  symbol  of  the  two  causes  for  Haggai’s 
concern  is  seen  in  the  broken  stones  of  the  temple. 

He  doesn’t  refer,  interestingly,  to  the  elaborate 
preparations  they  had  made  earlier  to  lay  the  found¬ 
ation  of  the  temple.  This  was  soon  after  they  were 
once  again  in  their  homeland.  We  learn  about  that 
initial  activity  in  the  writings  of  Ezra.  In  his  book 
is  a  poignant  observation  about  the  joy  of  the  older 
ones  who  remembered  the  former  temple  and  now 
saw  the  foundations  on  which  the  new  structure 
was  to  be  erected,  (Ezra  3:1-13)  Haggai  alludes  to 
this  feeling  also,  but  he  emphasizes  that  after  a 
half-generation  of  elapsed  time  the  people  must 
renew  their  spiritual  vigilance  and  resume  the  build¬ 
ing.  The  foundation  was  there  in  place,  but  now 
the  broken  stones  which  were  adequate  for  the  walls 
must  be  set  on  it. 

What  should  be  done  with  broken  stones?  Re¬ 
build  with  them!  This  applied  to  the  temple,  and  it 
also  applies  to  human  living.  One  must  take  the 
past — even  if  inglorious,  hunuliating — and  build  on 
it.  This  is  a  character-building  exercise,  and  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  withdrawing  from  the  familiar  scene  and 
“escaping”  to  a  new  setting.  This  also  applies  to  the 
ruined  lives  and  communities  man  has  “created” 
through  his  colossal  blunderings  in  war  and  civil 
strife.  One  dare  not  boldly  erase  traditions,  con¬ 
ventions,  and  ideals,  but  one  starts  with  them  to 
build  anew.  One  builds  on  them.  We  are  all  “vic¬ 
tims”  of  the  past,  in  one  sense  of  the  phrase.  We 
are  God’s  hope  for  the  future  as  well.  The  apostle 
speaks  to  this  point:  “Forgetting  what  lies  behind 
and  straining  forward  to  what  lies  ahead,  I  press 

on  .  .  .”  (Phil.  3:14) 

*  *  * 


BUILD  ON  THESE  STONES 

Many  a  local  congregation  faces  the  need  for 
new  and  larger  worship  facilities  as  the  member¬ 
ship  increases.  Young  churches  in  developing  areas 
especially  know  this.  We  observe  that  churches 
sometimes  delay  a  sanctuary  project  because  of  the 
more  obvious  necessity,  as  the  leaders  think  about 
it,  of  providing  additional  space  for  Christian  edu¬ 
cation.  What  a  profound  dilemma!  How  specifically 
are  we  to  apply  Haggai’s  message  about  meeting 
the  basic  worship  requirements?  The  question  is 
a  weighty  one.  Is  it  possible  both  to  “take  care  of 
the  children  and  youth”  and  provide  for  the  equally 
vital  experiences  of  corporate  worship?  Adequate 
provision  for  both  education  and  worship  is  surely 
one  of  the  historic  strengths  of  Christianity.  Both 
experiences  are  equally  vital — going  separately  into 
age-groups  for  Christian  enlightment,  and  joining 
as  family  groups  for  worship  in  the  sanctuary  where 

the  Lord  can  appear  “in  his  glory.” 

*  !|<  * 

THE  PLACE  OF  WORSHff 

One  of  the  vital  functions  of  worship  is  to  spur 
persons  to  repentance.  It  is  often  difficult  to  be 
repentant  in  the  middle  of  the  spiritual  dilemma  in 
which  one’s  lesser  nature  may  trap  him.  Pride  may 
cause  him  to  neglect  righting  a  wrong,  at  the  time 
it  is  committed.  Private  confession  and  repentance 
is  often  the  obvious  and  preferred  means  of  grace. 
To  confess  to  God  and  repent  of  wrongdoing  in  his 
presence  is  the  Christian  mode.  In  the  worshiping 
congregation  with  many  other  worshipers  around 
one  provides  the  atmosphere  and  the  encourage¬ 
ment  to  make  such  an  approach  quietly  and  ear¬ 
nestly  to  God.  The  “formula”  or  pattern  mentioned 
by  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel  applies  here:  confess,  seek 
forgiveness,  promise  faithfidness,  and  then  go  out 
in  service. 

The  house  of  worship  is  a  special  place  in  which 
to  exalt  the  Lord.  The  worship  experience  there 
appropriately  places  God  at  the  center  of  the  wor¬ 
ship,  as  symbolized  by  the  centrally  placed  cross. 
We  are  caused  to  ponder  our  own  weak  faith  in 
the  same  spirit  as  that  of  the  father  of  the  lame 
child  who  was  there  before  Jesus:  “I  believe;  help 
my  unbelief.”  (Mark  9:24)  Such  affirming  and 
petitioning  puts  one  into  the  receptive  spirit  the 
true  seeker  of  wisdom  and  insight  must  manifest. 
Then  resurging  faith  becomes  a  powerful,  creative 
spirit  within.  Feelings  of  cynicism  and  hopeless¬ 
ness  are  dissipated.  This  puts  priorities  in  line  and 
the  demands  of  daily  living  then  fall  into  their 
needed  order  of  significance.  It  is  difficult  to  achieve 
this  arrangement  of  loyalties  and  duties  in  the  thick 
of  our  problems,  but  it  can  be  done  in  the  place 
of  worship. 

H  it  n 

A  FAITH  ENVIRONMENT 

Faith  “pollution”  is  surely  the  underlying  “eco¬ 
logical”  problem  of  humankmd.  Of  course  the  de¬ 
spoiling  of  our  air,  waterways,  forests,  highway 
right-of-ways,  parks,  and  wildlife  is  a  mark  of 
careless  indifference  and  gross  iiresponsibility.  It  is 
also  symptomatic  of  a  deeper  human  lack.  The 
“environment”  of  our  souls,  our  beings,  is  strewn 
with  clutter  and  trivia.  Our  cries  for  peace  tell  us 
that  we  seek  openness  of  communication  and  hu¬ 
man  relationships  and  a  common  hum^wide  sense 
of  well-being  for  all  people.  The  human  scene  also 
is  the  “soil”  in  which  the  lives  of  our  children  are 
rooted.  The  environment  of  worship  is  one  of  God’s 
most  potent  means  of  combatting  the  risks  we  all 
assume  in  our  daily  dealings.  There  God  provides 
the  means  “to  set  the  mind  on  the  Spirit  (which)  is 
life  and  peace.”  (Rom.  8:6) 

*  i)>  * 

WORKERS  TOGETHER 

Now  let  us  look  ahead.  Two  remaining  lessons 
are  before  us  in  this  series  of  studies  centering  on 
four  prophets:  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  Haggai,  and 
Zechariah,  So  we  study  next  Sunday  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  week  a  contemporary  of  Haggai.  As  we 
study  their  writings  we  note  that  within  days  after 
Haggai  delivered  his  first  message  to  the  people, 
Zechariah  proclaimed  to  them  about  repentance. 
Since  they  had  a  common  source  of  inspiration,  it 
isn’t  surprising  that  their  messages  of  calling  to 
worship  and  to  repentance  were  so  well  unified! 
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Christian  Educators  elect  Texans  to  two  top  offices 


Pennsylvania  pastor 
says  COCU  gave 
"new  life" 

KINGSTON,  Pa.  (UMI)— The  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU) 
“has  given  us  new  life,”  says  a  United 
Methodist  minister  here  whose  church 
has  joined  a  United  Presbyterian 
church  just  across  the  street  in  forming 
a  new  congregation. 

Both  congregations  suffered  heavy 
loss  in  the  June  Susquehanna  River 
flood.  “The  flood  loss  freed  us  to  think 
more  creatively  about  what  it  means 
to  be  the  church,”  said  the  Rev.  Char¬ 
les  F.  Gommer,  Jr.,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor.  “Because  of  that  soul- 
searching,  we  resolved  as  two  congre¬ 
gations  to  become  one.” 

The  COCU  draft  plan  of  union  was 
used  as  the  basic  document  in  forming 
the  new  congregation  which  retains 
ties  with  both  “mother”  denominations. 
“Church  of  Christ  Uniting,”  the  name 
proposed  for  a  united  church  growing 
out  of  COCU,  was  chosen  as  the  name 
here.  Top  officials  of  both  denomina¬ 
tions  and  of  COCU  took  part  in  the 
inauguration  service  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  on  Jan.  7. 

t 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  The 
Rev.  Donald  E.  Barnes,  minister  of 
Christian  Growth  of  the  Spring  Valley 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Tex., 
has  been  re-elected  to  a  two-year  term 
as  president  of  the  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship. 

Elected  vice-president  of  the  1,000- 
member  Fellowship  was  Dr.  Edwin  T. 
Upton,  Minister  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  Lovers  Lane  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas.  Ms.  Millie 
Schlagenhauf,  director  of  children’s 
ministries  for  Peachtree  Road  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta  was 
elected  secretary-treasurer;  the  Rev. 
R.  Harold  Hipps,  Nashville^  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  was 
elected  executive  officer;  and  Edwin 
E.  Smith,  Jr.,  Nashville  was  elected 
executive  treasurer. 

The  elections  were  made  by  the  10- 
member  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  meeting  here  Jan.  16-19. 

CEF  membership  includes  persons 
who  have  responsibility  for  local 
church  education.  Most  are  United 
Methodists  although  Roman  Catholics, 


Jews,  and  educators  from  nine  other 
Protestant  denominations  are  included. 

A  relatively  new  organization,  CEF 
officially  came  into  being  in  1968  and 
its  membership  has  grown  steadily 
since  incorporation.  It  has  sponsored 
three  national  conferences,  the  last  in 
Boston  Nov.  7-11,  1972. 

During  its  four-day  meeting  here  the 
Board  evaluated  the  Boston  conference 
and  voted  to  establish  a  design  team 
for  a  1974  conference  and  a  study 
committee  to  make  long-range  projec¬ 
tions  for  a  national  conference  in  1976. 
The  site  for  the  1974  conference  was 
not  selected  although  the  group  sug¬ 
gested  a  mayor  urban  setting. 

The  Board  heard  reports  on  current 
membership  and  voted  to  set  at  $30 
the  annual  fee  for  both  members  and 
associate  members  for  1974.  Mr. 
Barnes  urged  that  members  not  con¬ 
fuse  this  change  with  the  current  1973 
memberships  which  are  $30  for  mem¬ 
bers  and  $25  for  associate  members. 
Student  membership  remains  at  $7. 

Among  its  services  to  members,  the 
CEF  office  publishes  a  newsletter  “Pro¬ 
fessionally  Yours”  and  a  monthly  mail¬ 


ing  of  resources.  The  Board  agreed  to 
make  available  through  a  new  CEF 
Resource  Service  during  1973  six 
“offerings”  to  members.  These  would 
include  cassette  tapes,  books,  records, 
packets  and  simulation  games.  The 
cost  of  the  Service  would  be  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  regular  membership  fee. 

In  other  actions  the  Board  voted  to 
communicate  its  interest  and  willing¬ 
ness  to  cooperate  with  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  and  asked  a  task 
force  to  study  the  professional  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Christian  educator  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  new  Division  of 
Lay  Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

A  budget  of  $38,750  was  approved 
for  1973  with  nearly  $28,000  of  that 
amount  coming  from  membership 
fees. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Board  is 
scheduled  for  January,  1974,  with  an 
order  of  the  day  to  be  “The  profes¬ 
sional  Christian  educator  in  the  Black 
experience.” 
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Hand  of  United  Methodism 
Reaehes  Over  a  Million  Children 


Because  of  the  massive  advertising 
of  several  private  agencies  with  “adop- 
tion-by-mail”  programs,  many  church 
members  begin  to  feel  that  these  are 
the  major  organizations  helping  the 
hungry  orphans  of  the  world.  This  is 
an  unfortunate  deception.  The  quantity 
of  service  delivered  to  the  children  who 
are  left  homeless  and  hungry  by  war 
and  natural  disaster  is  in  no  way  re¬ 
lated  to  the  quantity  of  advertising. 

Frequently  when  United  Methodists 
see  the  large  ads  on  billboards,  maga¬ 
zines,  and  television  that  encourage 
them  to  sponsor  or  “adopt”  a  child  m 
need,  they  fail  to  remember  that  their 
Church  has  been  carrying  on  this  vital 
ministry  for  over  100  years. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
through  its  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  cares  for  more 
than  a  million  children  in  1,195  hos¬ 
pitals,  homes,  schools,  and  orphanages. 
These  institutions  serve  children  in 
almost  every  state  in  the  country  and 
in  32  other  nations  across  the  globe. 
The  members  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  provide  food,  home,  and 
loving  care  for  50,000  orphans  in 
South  Vietnam,  an  education  for  80,- 
000  boys  and  girls  in  Rhodesia,  hope 
for  thousands  of  Bengali  refugee  chil¬ 
dren,  to  mention  but  a  few  examples. 

There  are  no  dramatic  ads  on  road¬ 
side  billboards,  no  heart-tugging  ap¬ 
peals  on  radio  or  television,  no  full- 
page  advertisements  in  one’s  favorite 
magazine.  “Why  not?”  the  man  in  the 
pew  asks.  There  are  two  reasons: 

First,  the  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  depend  upon  the  trust  and 
loyalty  of  their  fellow  United  Method¬ 
ists.  They  depend  upon  the  promo¬ 
tional  concern  of  the  local  church 
Work  Area  Chairman  on  Mission^, 
upon  the  link  of  communication  with 
the  district  and  conference  and  national 
Boards  of  Missions,  They  depend  upon 
the  United  Methodist  “family”  to  care 
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enough  to  listen,  to  hear  the  story  of 
the  tremendous  work  of  their  missions. 

A  second  reason  is  one  of  steward¬ 
ship.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  long  believed  that  a  dollar  given  to 
ministry  should  be  a  dollar  spent  in 
ministry.  While  most  of  the  private 
agencies,  splendid  and  noble  as  their 
purpose  may  be,  spend  from  20  to  50 
per  cent  of  the  dollar  given  on  adver¬ 
tising  and  administration.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  spends  less  than  10 
per  cent.  When  a  United  Methodist 
gives  a  dollar  to  an  Advance  Special 
(a  gift  beyond  the  local  church’s  World 


Service  offering  which  goes  to  maintain 
regular  mission  work)  every  cent  goes 
directly  to  the  mission  designated  by 
the  giver  without  any  overhead  expense 
deducted. 

“You  can’t  adopt  a  particular,  indi¬ 
vidual  child  through  the  UMCOR  like 
you  can  those  groups  where  you  can 
adopt  by  mail!”  says  the  protagonist 
to  the  church’s  mission  program.  That’s 
right,  but  did  the  critic  ever  stop  to 
think  of  how  much  food  he  takes  away 
from  the  hungry  child  because  he  de¬ 
mands  “personal,”  “direct”  contact? 
Would  he  at  least  guess  how  much 


by  Keith  1.  Pohl 
Associate  Editor,  Michigan 
Christiain  Advocate 

wasted  resources  of  time  and  effort 
go  into  translating  letters  and  mailing 
photographs?  Furthermore,  did  the 
critic  ever  consider  what  it  must  be 
like  when  an  orphan  with  a  generous 
and  conscientious  sponsor  receives  a 
shower  of  gifts  at  Christmas  or  birth¬ 
day,  while  the  child  in  the  next  bed 
with  a  less  sensitive  or  generous  spon¬ 
sor  receives  none?  What  would  it  be 
like  in  the  critic’s  own  family  if  grand¬ 
ma  and  grandpa  sent  bundles  of  gifts 
to  the  critic’s  oldest  and  youngest 
children  and  ignored  the  one  in  the 
middle? 

No,  in  the  United  Methodist  system 
of  giving  one  does  not  adopt  a  parti¬ 
cular  child;  one  adopts  an  orphanage, 
or  a  hospital,  or  a  school  where  there 
is  no  favoritism  or  child  “left  out.” 
In  a  United  Methodist  mission  care 
is  extended  equally  on  the  basis  of 
need;  love  and  compassion  make  a 
circle  that  reaches  out  to  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  alike. 

Thousands  of  children  and  hundreds 
of  missionaries  depend  upon  the  sen¬ 
sible  stewardship  and  sensitive  concern 
of  the  church  people  in  the  pew.  If 
the  “grassroots”  Christian  only  cares 
when  he  is  pampered  with  personal 
attention  or  appealed  to  by  massive 
advertising,  then  there  is  weeping  in 
Heaven  even  as  Jesus  wept  over  Jeru¬ 
salem.  But  then,  too,  Jesus  left  a  les¬ 
son  for  these  people  as  he  told  about 
separating  the  sheep  and  the  goats, 
those  who  did  and  tibose  who  did  not 
“unto  the  least  of  these,  my  brothers,” 
without  fanfare  or  deferred  credit  to¬ 
ward  later  glory. 

If  one  is  interested  in  designating  a 
gift  to  one  of  the  several  United  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  projects,  he  can  write  to 
The  Advance  Office  or  UMCOR,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10027  or  talk  to  his  minister  and  con¬ 
tact  the  local  conference  program 
office. 


—Photo  by  Don  Collinson, 
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United  Methodist  Development  Fund  directors 
stress  availability  of  loan  capital  for  churches 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)— AvaUabiUty 
of  a  reported  $14,000,000  in  loan 
capital  to  churches  needing  money  for 
bxulding  was  discussed  at  a  meeting  of 
the  United  Methodist  Development 
Fund  (UMDF)  board  of  directors 
here  Jan.  12. 

The  directors  approved  loans  total¬ 
ing  $1,650,000,  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  making  additional  loans  and 
voted  to  continue  interest  rates  to  in¬ 
vestors  and  borrowing  churches  at  6Vi 
and  7  Vi  per  cent  resp>ectively  for  the 
April  1  -  June  30  period.  With  board 
president  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward,  New 
York,  in  the  chair,  the  directors  voted 
not  to  participate  in  loans  where  bond 
financing  is  involved.  They  heard 
UMDF  executive  secretary  Dr.  H.  Paul 
Smith,  New  York,  report  the  Fimd 
holds  about  5  per  cent,  but  “probably 
a  crucial  5  p)er  cent,”  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  total  congregational  indebted¬ 
ness  of  $615,000,000. 

The  UMDF  is  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  national  agency  for  receiving 
investments  from  denominational  or¬ 
ganizations,  institutions  and  individ¬ 
uals,  and  loaning  money  to  churches, 
often  to  new  congregations,  needing 
capital  for  building  purposes.  The 
Fund  is  related  to  Ae  National  Divi¬ 
sion,  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Treasurer  Beverley  C.  Berry  re¬ 
ported  a  record  $47,133,000  in  the 
Fund  as  of  Dec.  31,  an  almost  29  per 
cent  increase  in  the  last  year.  There 
are  about  3,500  investors,  she  said. 

Discussion  centered  on  the  import¬ 
ance  of  acquainting  the  church  with 
availability  at  present  of  about  $14,- 
000,000  in  unloaned  capital,  apparent- 


The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Evange¬ 
lical  and  Garrett  Theological  Semi¬ 
naries  have  resolved  to  begin  work 
immediately  toward  the  union  of  the 
two  United  Methodist  seminaries  by 
September  1,  1975. 

A  task  force  has  been  appointed  to 
begin  work  on  the  details  of  the  union. 

Both  seminaries  are  graduate  pro¬ 
fessional  schools  of  theology  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  joint  resolution,  voted  by  both 
Boards,  was  announced  Jan.  20  by 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
Board  Chairman  Bishop  Paul  A. 

MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE 

COVERS  WIDE  RANGE 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Vietnam, 
Southern  Africa,  how  to  be  “mature 
Christians,”  China,  change  and  God’s 
grace,  the  military-industrial  complex 
and  an  African  view  of  “salvation  to¬ 
day”  were  among  topics  on  the  agenda 
of  speakers  at  an  international  gather¬ 
ing  here  January  4-9. 

About  160  missionaries  and  mission 
executives  from  some  25  countries 
attended  the  semi-annual  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Missionary  Conference  at  the 
Stony  Point  Conference  Center.  The 
meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  World 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 


ly,  some  said,  because  in  some  areas 
of  the  country  churches  may  be  able 
to  get  loans  for  less  than  the  Fund’s 
IVi  per  cent  interest  rate.  The  un¬ 
loaned  money  is  currently  invested  in 
short-term  securities,  it  was  reported. 

Several  National  Division  church 
extension  specialists  said  a  cutback  in 
recent  years  on  church  building  seems 
to  be  changing.  More  congregations, 
particularly  in  the  South  and  West, 
they  said,  are  planning  new  construc¬ 
tion  and  may  be  expected  to  apply  to 
the  Fund  for  loans — especially  since 
interest  rates  of  commercial  lending 
agencies  apparently  are  on 'the  rise 
again. 

T^e  directors  voted  to  increase  the 
maximum  loan  to  a  single  borrower 
from  $250,000  to  $350,000  in  order, 
it  was  said,  to  encourage  loan  appli¬ 
cations — “to  get  the  money  out  on  the 
job” — and  to  meet  needs  of  what  were 
described  as  “finemcially  secure” 
churches  wanting  larger  loans.  The  di¬ 
rectors  also  voted  to  invest  $5,500,000 
in  the  Fund’s  capital  reserve  (held 
against  possible  losses)  in  bank  cer¬ 
tificates  of  deposit  or  government 
securities  at  the  “highest  possible  rate 
of  interest.” 

The  board  approved  $1,650,000  in 
loans  to  14  churches  in  California, 
Florida,  Kansas,  Maryland,  Ohio,  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Texas.  Some  were  to  new 
congregations. 

In  his  report  as  UMDF  executive 
secretary,  ct.  Smith  said  the  Fund’s 
“importance  and  value  to  the  United 
Melodist  Church  is  imquestioned. 
The  General  Conference’s  emphasis  on 
the  importance  of  the  local  church  is 
likely  to  accelerate  the  development 


Washburn  and  Garrett  Theological 
Seminary  Board  Chairman  Dr.  Corliss 
D.  Anderson. 

Both  seminaries  assert  that  the 
union  of  the  two  schools  does  not 
preclude  any  futufe  ecumenical  co¬ 
operation  with  other  seminaries  on 
the  north  side  of  Chicago. 

Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
was  begun  as  Union  Biblical  Institute 
in  1873.  It  became  Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  under  the  auspices  of 
the  then  Evangelical  Church  which 
later  became  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church. 


BANGKOK  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Tracey, 
K.  Jones,  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  the 
New  York-based  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
was  elected  here  as  chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  World  Mission  and 
Evangelism  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

A  young  Indonesian,  Dr,  Soritu  A. 
E.  Nababan,  was  chosen  vice-chairman 
at  an  assembly  of  the  commission, 
which  is  the  WCC  unit  continuing  the 
work  of  the  International  Missionary 
Council. 

Dr.  Jones  was  formerly  the  head  of 
the  commission’s  executive  committee. 


of  new  and  existing  congregations. 
This  will  generate  a  need  for  capital 
funds,  and  the  church  will  look  to  the 
UMDF  to  help  meet  this  need. 

However,  Dr.  Smith  cautioned,  the 
total  in  the  Fund  is  nearing  the  maxi¬ 
mum  level  of  capitalization  permitted 
under  present  policy  of  being  able  to 
receive  $9  in  investments  for  each  $1 
in  the  capital  reserve.  With  the  present 
capital  reserve  of  $5,500,000,  that 
maximum  capitalization  level  would 
be  about  $50,000,000,  Dr.  Smith  said, 
and  if  the  present  rate  of  UMDF 
growth  is  continued,  “we  will  reach 
this  figure  within  the  next  eight 
months. 

“This  will  represent  a  new  experi¬ 
ence  for  the  Fund  .  .  .  growth  must 
always  be  related  to  need  and  the 
future  must  emphasize  management  of 
existing  fimds  as  well  as  promotion.” 

On  recommendation  of  a  committee 
which  had  studied  the  matter  for  sev¬ 
eral  months,  the  directors  voted  the 
UMDF  “shall  not  participate  in  loans 
when  a  share  of  the  total  represents 
the  proceeds  of  a  bond  issue.”  Several 
reasons  were  cited,  including  that  “suf¬ 
ficient  funds  are  available  in  the 
UMDF  to  meet  aU  anticipated  valid 
loan  requests,”  and  “it  would  be  in¬ 
advisable  for  the  UMDF  to  become 
identified  with  commercial  church 
bonding  companies,  some  of  which 
have  been  found  to  be  less  than  re- 
Uable.” 

The  directors  created  a  new  posi¬ 
tion  of  “coordinator  of  investor  ser¬ 
vices”  to  serve  the  growing  number  of 
UMDF  investors.  The  person  will 
work  with  the  executive  secretary, 
t 

to  unite 

Garrett  Theological  Seminary  was 
founded  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1853  and  is  the  second  old¬ 
est  seminary  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church. 

In  1968  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  and  the  Methodist 
Church  united  to  form  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Both  schools  are  charter  members 
of  the  American  Association  of  Theo¬ 
logical  Schools  and  both  are  accredited 
by  the  North  Central  Association  cf 
Colleges  and  Universities. 

t 


He  succeeds  Bishop  John  Sadig  of  the 
Church  of  North  Inida,  who  had  been 
in  office  since  1963.  The  new  chair¬ 
man  is  the  chief  executive  of  the  largest 
program  agency  of  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  and  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
clusive  units  on  world  ministry  and 
mission  in  Western  Christianity. 

Dr.  Nababan,  a  Batak  churchman, 
is  on  the  staff  of  the  Council  of 
Churches  in  Indonesia. 

The  recently  named  staff  head  of 
the  WCC’s  world  mission  and  evan¬ 
gelism  commission  is  Dr.  Emilio 
Castro,  a  Methodist  from  Uruguay. 


Two  Chicago  seminaries 


Global  Ministries  top  executive  elected 
chairman  of  WCC  Commission  on  World  Mission 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Dr.  E. 
Stanley  Jones,  one  of  the  20th 
Century’s  most  famed  evange¬ 
lists,  missionaries  and  Christian 
writers,  died  in  India  on  Jan. 
25.  He  had  observed  his  89th 
birthday  on  Jan.  3.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews, 
who  is  married  to  Dr.  Jones’s 
only  dauc|hter,  announced  the 
churchmans  death  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  Dr.  Jones,  who  was 
author  of  28  religious  books,  re¬ 
turned  to  India  in  the  Summer  of 
1972.  He  had  first  gone  there  as 
a  missionary  in  1907.  Although 
he  had  suffered  a  stroke  in  1971, 
he  continued  to  preach,  conduct 
ashrams  (religious  retreats)  and 
was  working  on  a  book  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Dr.  Jones’s 
missionary  activities  took  him 
to  Ceylon,  Burma,  Japan,  China, 
Malaya,  Latin  America  and  the 
Phil  ippines.  He  was  also  a 
strong  advocate  of  Christian 
unity.  (RNS  Photo) 


Prayers  for  peace 
ascend  via  balloons 

DOVER,  Pa.  (UMI)— Where 
198  balloons  with  Christmas 
greetings  got  to  is  still  unknown, 
but  two  of  them  from  Otterbein 
United  Methodist  Church  here 
reached  persons  at  least  25  and 
70  miles  away. 

Too  much  wind  on  the  outside 
was  apparently  as  bad  as  too 
much  on  the  inside  for  these  bal¬ 
loons.  The  200  helium-filled  and 
multi-colored  balloons  were  re¬ 
leased  following  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice  on  Dec.  7,  an  extremely 
windy  day,  according  to  the  Rev. 
L.  David  Harris,  pastor. 

Only  the  two  were  heard  from, 
two  weeks  later,  picked  up  by 
persons  at  Glen  Rock,  Pa.,  and 
Baltimore,  Md.,  who  read  the 
Christmas  scriptures  and  the 
greetings  from  Otterbein  Church. 

The  messages  were  launched  as 
part  of  the  service  at  which  Bis¬ 
hop  John  B.  Warman  of  Harris¬ 
burg  spoke,  his  first  visit  to 
Dover.  He  proclaimed,  “Let  each 
balloon  represent  a  prayer  for 
peace  as  it  reaches  skyward.” 

The  launching  included  several 
balloons  that  had  been  sent  along 
for  the  event  by  students  at 
Western  Maryland  College  and  a 
giant  balloon  sent  from  the 
United  Methodist  Urban  Ministry 
in  Wichita,  Kans.,  by  the  Rev. 
Harold  Posey,  executive  minister, 
and  the  Rev.  Qarence  Borger, 
district  superintendent. 
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Circulation  Campaign 

NO.  1 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


Alexandria  -First;Sloane 
Horseshoe  Dr -Wesley :Blakeman 
Newman -St.  Mark:Perry 
Wilton -Wesley:  Harry 
Bentley:Kellogg 

Jena-Nolley  Mem  -Gelah:Blakely 

Marksville  -Oakgrove  -Simms  port:  Lee 
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14 
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NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
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12 

21 

33 
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18 

24 

New  Orleans 

2 

11 

13 

Algiers  :Towns  end 

6 

9 

15 

21 

81 

102** 

Gretna:Harbuck 

1 

1 

4 

31 

35 

Peck:Wilson 

8 

8 

16 

4 

18 

22 

St.  Paul's:Cady 

1 

1 

— 

Elysian  Fields  :Bergeron 

1 

6 

7 

70 

249 

1 

320 

Second:Herr 

2 

11 

13 

Totals 

17 

36 

53 

Baton  Rouge -First:Dawson 

80 

80 

Blackwater:Blakely 

5 

11 

16 

Deerford:Wilkes 

5 

13 

18 

Donalds  onville:Kimble 

5 

3  1 

9 

Grand  River:01dham 

6 

6 

NapoleonvUle  -Wesley  -Woodlawn: 

Augustine 

9 

5 

14 

Baton  Rouge:Jefferson:Lilly 
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14 
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Jackson  -Ethel :  Carter 
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10 

12 

Totals 

32 
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RUSTON  DISTRICT 


Ansley:Stokes  2  14  16 

Center  Polnt:Brown  15  6 

Harmony  Chapel -Lisbon -Ariz:Proctor  4  9  13 

Heflin-Brushwood:Cassels  2  61  63 

Minden-Lakeview -McIntyre:  Coppage  5  5 

Ruston-Trinity:MerrUl  43  423  466**** 

Totals  ~52  517 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Blanchard -Belcher  :Tayl  or 

7 

7 

Bossier  City -Barksdale -Oil  City:Johns 

1 
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Hosston  -Gilliam  -Ida:Edwards 
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15 

16 

Shreveport-First  :Dykes 

41 

41 
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3 

7 

10 
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36 
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67 
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10 

13 
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2 

42 

44 
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7 
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8 
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5 

9 
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T9 
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7 

7 
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27 
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19 
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86 

*  Reached  quota 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


Lafayette -As  bury:  Car  away  26 

First:Means  1 

Mathews  -LaGrange  -Lockport- 

Raceland:Martin  6 

St.  Martinville-Mallalieu-Briggs:Wesley  13 
Thibodaux-Vacherie-Gibson:Jones  14  8 

Totals  14  54 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
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***  Doubled  quota 
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Recapitulation 

Report  No .  1 

New 

Renew 

Not  Due  Total 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

70 

249 

1 
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BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

32 
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1 

175 

HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

19 

67 

86 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

14 

54 

1 

69 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

326 
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1 

750 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

31 

88 

2 

121 

NATCHITOCHES  DISTRICT 

3 

3 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

17 
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53 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

52 
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569 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

39 
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4 

184 

Totals 

600 

1720 

10 
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News  ia  Brief 

HAYNESVILLE  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  Church  is  engaged  in  a  four 
Sunday  evening  study  of  India.  Mrs. 
Charles  Garrett  led  the  introductory 
program  on  Jan.  14.  Two  special  guests 
were  scheduled  for  Jan.  21:  Jitu  Sachde 
and  Kirit  Modi,  both  from  the  Bom¬ 
bay,  India,  area.  Mr.  Sachde  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  mechanical  engineering  major  at 
Louisiana  Tech  and  Mr.  Modi  is  a 
graduate  student  in  electrical  engineer¬ 
ing.  The  Jan.  28  session  was  by  the 
Youth  Fellowship,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mary  Triplet  and  Don  Chadick. 
Special  music  each  Sunday  will  be  by 
the  Youth  Choir,  led  by  Mrs.  Claudia 
Sherman.  The  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart  is 
their  pastor. 

THE  REV.  DAVID  DYKES  has 
been  added  to  the  staff  of  First  United 
Methodist  in  Shreveport  to  direct  the 
Adult  Education  Program.  He  has 
been  serving  as  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  for  the 
past  four  years. 

South  Africa 
investments  challenged 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)— The  largest 
Protestant  church  cooperative  effort  to 
date  to  challenge  American  copora- 
tions’  investments  in  Southern  Africa 
was  announced  here  January  16  by 
six  Protestant  church  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  two  divisions  of  the  United' 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Purpose  of  the  action  is  to  bring  to 
the  companies’  attention  church  con¬ 
cerns  about  apartheid  and  oppressive 
conditions.  The  six  have  filed  stock¬ 
holder  resolutions  for  placement  m 
annual  meeting  proxy  statements  of  12 
corporations  asking  the  companies  to 
disclose  details  of  their  involvements 
in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa  at 
such’  pofnts  as  wages,  unions,  com¬ 
pliance  with  apartheid  laws,  and  efforts 
to  have  government  modify  these  laws* 

Each  of  the  six  groups  will  file  the 
disclosure  resolutions  with  companies 
in  which  they  hold  stock.  The  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Division  is  filing 
with  Caterpillar  Tractor,  and  the 
World  Division  with  Texaco  and  East¬ 
man  Kodak.  The  two  divisions’  invest¬ 
ments  in  the  companies  total  about 
52,000  shares  with  a  present  market 
value  of  about  $4,350,000. 

Miss  Florence  Little,  treasurer  of 
the  Women’s  Division,  said  the  actions 
are  a  way  of  “translating  into  action 
the  churches’  expressed  opinions  re¬ 
garding  colonialism  and  racism  in 
Southern  Africa.” 
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EARN  UP  TO  $750  PER  MONTH 


MONROE  DISTRICT 
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Miss  Martha  Lou  Carroll, 
education  director  at 
First  Church,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  receives  words 
of  appreciation  from  J. 
D.  Holmes,  church  school 
superintendent  at  Winn- 
field  Church,  for  her  help 
in  a  three-night  lab  deal¬ 
ing  with  Christian  Com¬ 
municative  Techniques 
and  the  use  of  literature. 
The  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner 
is  pastor  at  Winnfield. 


A.  C.  Lazarus  (left)  is 
congratulated  by  his 
pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  0. 
Lynch,  Jr.  (right),  upon 
receiving  a  Certificate  of 
Recognition  from  Grace 
Church  in  Ruston  during 
Sunday,  Jan.  14  service 
in  appreciation  for  faith¬ 
ful  and  loyal  service  to 
his  church. 


The  Rev.  Lael  Jones  shown  at  United  Methodist  Men’s  Club 
meeting  of  Golden  Meadow  Church  during  recent  program  on 
“clocks”  -  his  hobby*  Jones  is  pastor  of  the  Thibodaux,  First- 
Vacherie-Gibson  Charge.  The  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley  is  pastor  at 
Golden  Meadow. 


Dr.  Clyde  Averett  (right) 
of  Downsville  United 
Methodist  Church  was 
guest  speaker  at  recent 
Grace  United  Methodist 
Men’s  monthly  breakfast. 
His  subject  was,  "Her¬ 
itage  of  Methodism,”  and 
was  based  on  a  recent 
trip  to  England.  The 
Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr. 
is  pastor. 


Dale  Grauke,  high  school  senior 
and  active  member  of  Vinton 
Church,  was  recently  featured  in 
a  student  spotlight  column  in  the 
Lake  Charles  American  Press. 
Grauke,  who  sings  in  his  church’s 
choir  and  is  active  in  UMY,  ex¬ 
pects  to  enter  the  ministry  and 
eventually  become  an  Air  Force 
chaplain.  In  high  school,  he  is 
president  of  Beta  Club  honor 
society,  Thespian  Society  and 
choir.  Among  numerous  other 
honors  he  holds  his  school’s 
record  in  the  cross-country  run  - 
set  at  the  state  meet  this  year, 
and  he  has  been  voted  “most 
likely  to  succeed”  by  class¬ 
mates.  He  is  the  son  of  Robert 
Grauke  Jr.  in  Vinton;  his  minis¬ 
ter  is  the  Rev.  Joe  C.  Rice. 


Ecumenical  group  suggests  courses  of  action 


for  religious  community  to  deal  with  alcohol  problem 


A  leading  interfaith  professional 
organization,  dedicated  for  the  past  17 
years  to  aiding  alcoholics  and  other 
drug  users,  has  completed  a  report  for 
potential  use  by  pastoral  and  lay  min¬ 
istry  groups  concerned  with  the  drink¬ 
ing-driving  problem. 

The  study,  “New  Hope — New  Pos¬ 
sibilities,”  was  made  by  North  Con¬ 
way  Institute,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  an 
ecumenical  action  group,  under  con¬ 
tract  with  the  National  Highway 
Traffic  Safety  Administration 
(NHTSA). 

(J.S.  Secretary  of  Transportation 
John  A.  Volpe  received  a  formal 
presentation  of  the  report  from  the 
leaders  of  three  major  religious  faiths, 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Wedel,  former  president. 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  the 
U.S.;  the  Rev.  Michael  J.  Sheehan, 
assistant  general  secretary.  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  of  the 
U.S.,  and  Rabbi  Bernard  H.  Mehlman, 
of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations. 

In  accepting  the  report  to  the  na¬ 
tion’s  religious  community  on  the  work 
of  Federally  funded  Alcohol  Safety 
Action  Projects  (ASAP),  Secretary 
Volpe  emphasized  the  need  for  greater 
citizen  interest  in  the  problem  of  al¬ 
cohol-related  highway  deaths  and  in¬ 
juries. 


“We  welcome  the  religious  com¬ 
munity’s  consideration  of  the  social 
and  safety  implications  thrust  upon 
each  of  us  by  the  driver  whose  abusive 
drinking  is  related  to  half  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  highway  fatalities,  and  nearly  a 
million  traffic  injuries  each  year,”  Sec¬ 
retary  Volpe  said. 

He  observed  that  the  organization’s 
membership  comprises  a  broad  spec¬ 
trum  of  business  and  professional  or¬ 
ganizations,  including  Federal  and 
State  government,  whose  objective  is 
to  modernize  the  treatment  of  the 
chronic  alcoholic. 

“It  doesn’t  matter  if  one  holds  a  dry 
ethical  position,  a  wet  ethical  position, 
or  no  ethical  position,”  say  the  au¬ 
thors,  the  Revs.  John  Soleau  and  Da¬ 
vid  A.  Works.  “Atheists  and  non-be¬ 
lievers  are  as  subject  to  this  menace  as 
believers. 

“Alcohol  problems,  especially  in  re¬ 
lation  to  driving,  have  been  alibied 
around,  swept  under  the  rug,  avoided, 
hushed  up. 

“The  nation  is  dealing  with  a  drink¬ 
ing-driving  problem  the  dimensions  of 
which  are  much  greater  than  non¬ 
experts  ever  realized.” 

Citing  the  ASAP  program,  for  which 
the  Federal  Government  has  provided 


period,  as  an  attemp-t  to  prevent  al¬ 
cohol-driving  situations,  the  report 
views  this  approach  as  being  universally 
applicable  in  communities  across  the 
nation. 

Four  courses  of  action  are  suggested 
to  the  religious  community  in  consid¬ 
ering  the  menace  of  the  relationship 
of  beverage  alcohol  and  the  operations 
of  high-speed  motor  vehicles  on  the 
highway. 

The  recommendations  include  non¬ 
specific  prevention  through  adherence 
to  fundamental  religious  teachings; 
specific  prevention  that  utilizes  public 
action  and  widespread  discussion;  di¬ 
rect  pastoral  involvement  in  the  care 
and  support  of  the  convicted  drinker- 
driver  and  his  family,  and  informed 
constructive  criticism  of  public  policy 
toward  the  problem. 

Although  taking  cognizance  that  re¬ 
ligious  organizations  are  constrained 
from  lobbying  for  or  against  legisla¬ 
tion,  the  authors  assert  that  each  per¬ 
son  as  an  individual  citizen  can  ac¬ 
quaint  himself  with  the  issues  involved. 
The  study  may  be  obtained  at  cost  of 
$3.00  a  copy  from  National  Technical 
Information  Service,  Springfield,  Va. 
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Schedule  of  Annual  ConfefKeMdgfe  announced;  action  on 
amendments  to  United  Methodism’s  constitution  on  agenda 


•  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  -  May  28-June  1 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMI)  —  United 
Methodism’s  73  annual  conferences 
in  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico 
will  begin  their  sessions  in  early  May 
this  year  and  conclude  in  late  June. 

According  to  a  schedule  released  by 
Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  Indianapolis, 
Tnd.,  secretary  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  the  first  to  be  held, 
opening  May  8  in  Helton,  Ky.  The 
final  sessions  will  be  those  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Maine  conferences,  both 
of  which  are  scheduled  to  close  June 
24,  and  the  second  part  of  the  Kansas 
East,  October  5-6. 


_A  major  item  on  the  agendas  of  the 
ministerial  and  lay  members  of  the 
conferences  will  be  action  on  eight 
amendments  to  the  denomination’s 
constitution  referred  by  the  1972  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  To  become  effective, 
each  amendment  must  be  approved  by 
an  aggregate  two-thirds  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  in  all  the  conferences. 

Three  of  the  proposed  changes  deal 
with  deletion  of  masculine  references 
in  the  constitution,  two  relate  to  the 
General  Conference,  two  pertain  to  the 
annual  conference,  and  one  deals  with 
jurisdictional  boundaries. 

Two  of  the  three  concerned  with 


masculine  usage  pertain  to  sections  of 
the  constitution  using  “he,”  “his,”  and 
“him”  when  referring  to  bishops.  The 
other  would  substitute  “persons”  for 
“men”  in  a  definition  of  the  church  in 
the  constitution’s  preamble. 

The  proposals  relating  to  General 
Conference  would  remove  a  21-years- 
of-age  qualification  for  delegates  to 
that  body,  as  well  as  jurisdictional 
and  central  conferences,  and  make  it 
possible  for  it  to  hold  regular  sessions 
more  often  than  each  year  years.  At 
present,  regular  meetings  of  the 
church’s  top  law-making  body  must  be 
held  quadrennially,  although  these  ses¬ 


sions  may  call  adjourned  or  special 
sessions  at  more  frequent  intervals. 

At  the  annual  conference  level,  one 
proposed  change  would  give  a  vote  to 
laymen  on  such  matters  as  ordination, 
character  and  conference  relations  of 
ministers.  The  other  would  permit  an 
annual  conference  to  elect  as  many  ad¬ 
ditional  lay  members  as  necessary  to 
equalize  lay  and  ministerial  member- 
sh  ip . 

The  final  amendment  being  referred 
to  the  annual  conferences  would  pro¬ 
vide  for  changes  in  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  boundaries  which  would 
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Participants  in  a  recent  briefing  on  news  gathering  and  pre¬ 
sentation  sponsored  by  KTBS-TV,  Channel  3  in  Shreveport 
for  pastors  in  the  Shreveport  area.  (Left  to  right)  the  Rev. 
William  E.  Nolan,  progrom  chairman,  Shreveport  Ministerial 
Alliance;  Orland  Dodson,  KTBS  news  director;  the  Rev.  John 
Rasmussen,  presently  working  with  the  Channel  3  news  de¬ 
partment;  and  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Shreveport  District  superin¬ 
tendent. 


Shreveport’s  Channel  3  plans 
‘‘good  news”  programing 


Some  85  of  the  470  pastors  in  the 
Shreveport  area  representing  many  de¬ 
nominations,  attended  a  recent  meet¬ 
ing  at  KTBS-TV,  Channel  3,  studios 
in  Shreveport,  to  hear  about  plans  to 
incorporate  “good  news”  in  the  sta¬ 
tion’s  regular  daily  newscasts. 

A  United  Methodist  minister,  the 
Rev.  John  Rasmussen,  presently  in  a 
supernumerary  relationship  to  the 
Conference,  has  been  hired  by  Chan¬ 
nel  3  to  handle  religious  news,  and  to 
be  a  liaison  person  with  the  local 
churches.  Purpose  of  this  initial  meet¬ 
ing  was  to  get  acquainted  with  those 
ministers  who  are  interested  in  the 
use  of  television  to  communicate  with 


the  available  audience. 

Rasmussen,  along  with  Deane  Flett, 
station  manager,  and  Orland  Dodson, 
KTBS-TV  News  Director,  said  that 
there  is  plenty  of  news,  most  of  it  se¬ 
rious  and  often  “bad.”  The  station 
was  desirious  of  providing  a  source  of 
“good  news,”  news  of  real  Christian 
mission  happening  in  real  life  in  the 
Shreveport  area. 

The  station,  Mr.  Rasmussen  went 
on  to  say,  is  hoping  that  local  churches 
will  put  the  station  in  touch  with  per¬ 
sons  who  are  in  active  Christian  mis¬ 
sion,  doing  things  with  and  for  people 
that  make  good  news  stories  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  general  public. 


Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Shreveport  District  superintendent  (third 
from  left)  receives  check  for  $250  from  E.  E.  Moore  of  St. 
Paul  s  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  —  an  amount  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  quota  for  that  church  for  the  Wesley  Foundation 
Building  Fund  for  Southern  University  at  Baton  Rouge.  H. 
H.  Smith  (left)  and  the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  (right)  are  co- 
chairmen  of  this  committee. 


The  Shreveport  District  Committee  for  the  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity  Wesley  Foundation  Drive.  (From  left,  front)  Dr.  Lueg- 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  J.  Haynes;  the  Rev.  James  Graham;  (back 
row)  E.  E.  Moore,  Smith,  C.  W.  Patterson,  and  Davis. 


News  in 

The  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Caucus  will  meet  in  Kansas  City  Mo. 
Feb.  16-19.  Officials  of  the  group  say 
the  session  is  intended  to  establish 
regional  connections  among  women  at 
a  grass  roots  level,  to  theologize  out 


Brief 

of  a  women’s  perspective,  to  explore 
and  identify  women’s  identities  in  so¬ 
ciety,  to  identify  critical  issues  and 
develop  a  strategy  to  deal  with  them, 
to  share  skills  and  resources,  and  to 
worship  together. 


The  Rev.  Jimmy  Caraway,  pastor,  Asbury  Church  in  Lafayette  and 
the  Rev.  Ken  McDowell,  Lafayette  District  superintendent,  ob¬ 
serve  work  being  done  at  the  annual  audit  for  Lafayette  District. 
Assisting  in  the  audit  at  First  Church,  Franklin,  are  Mrs.  Betty 
Foreman,  Mrs.  Lilly  Lichtenfeld,  the  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley,  and 
the  Rev.  Douglas  Davis. 

t 


Participants  m  a  Service  of  Blessing  held  at  new  St.  Luke’s  par¬ 
sonage  in  Lake  Charles  on  Jan.  14.  (Left  to  right)  Herman  Nolan, 
■’  chairman  of  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Rev.  Harvey  Williamson,  Lake 
Charles  District  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Henry  Pickett,  pastor, 
and  Hyman  Simmons,  building  superintendent. 

.  t 


Director  for 
Mission  Schools 
Association  needed 

On  Jan.  2,  the  Southern  Association 
of  United  Methodist  Mission  Schools 
was  organized.  The  United  Methodist 
schools  related  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  participants  in  this 
organization  are:  Allen  High  School, 
Asheville,  N.C.;  Bqylan-Haven-Mather 
Academy,  Camden,  'S.C.;  St.  Paul’s 
School,  Tampa,  Ha.;  Sager-Brown 
School,  Baldwin,  La.  and  Vashti 
School,  Thomasville,  Ga. 

These  five  schools  are  committed 
to  the  task  of  carrying  forth  the  mis- 
sional  mandate  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  as  it  relates  to  services  to 
children  and  youth.  The  function  of 
the  association  will  be  to  unite  the 
efforts  of  the  five  schools  in  public 
relations,  fund-raising,  and  recruit¬ 
ment  of  personnel  and  students.  To 
achieve  this  function,  a  development 
office  with  a  full-time  paid  director  is 
being  established. 

Resumes  for  position  of  director 
are  now  being  sought  and  may  be  sent 
to  Mrs.  George  H.  Carlton,  1706  Carr 
St.,  Palatka,  Ha.  32077,  Chairman  of 


CIRCULATION  CAMPAIGN 
NOTE 

It  was  necessary  to  close  our 
subscription  count  for  Report 
No.  2  on  Friday,  Feb.  2.  On  Sat¬ 
urday  we  received  a  number  of 
first  reports  and  additional  sup¬ 
plementary  reports.  We  are  list¬ 
ing  these  churches  following  this 
week’s  Report  No.  2  without  giv¬ 
ing  their  subscription  count.  They 
will  be  added  to  the  regular  dis¬ 
trict  count  next  week. 

Again  this  year,  the  smaller 
churches  deserve  recognition  for 
an  outstanding  job.  Considering 
their  membjrship  and  proportion¬ 
ate  subscriber  lists  they  do  better 
than  many’of  the  larger  churches. 
We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the 
ministers,  church  secretaries,  and 
literature  chairmen  for  doing  the 
telephoning  and  legwork  neces¬ 
sary  for  a  good  report. 

Rep<Mt  No.  2  appears  on  pages 
6  and  7  of  tins  issue. 

t 


SAUMMS,  by  March  1,  1973,  for 
consideration  by  the  Personnel  Com¬ 
mittee. 

t 


John  Wesley  Guyre  (cen¬ 
ter)  of  Indian  Bayou,  re¬ 
ceives  his  license  to 
preach  from  the  Rev. 
Ken  McDowell,  Lafayette 
District  superintendent 
(left)  and  the  Rev.  Doug¬ 
las  Davis,  pastor,  Indian 
Bayou  Church . 


Alexandria  [artist  creates.art  piece  for  Bishop’s  office 


By  Helen  Derr, 

Town  Talk  Reli^on  Editor 

Alexandria  architect  and  artist  TMlo 
Steinschulte  has  presented  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodists’  new  Episcopal  head 
the  first  art  work  f€»  his  office  in  New 
Orleans.  -  - 

Steinschulte  took  his  composition, 
which  he  calls  “Ev^gel”  to  New  Or¬ 
leans  for  presentation  at  the  Decem¬ 
ber  nieeting  of  Bishop  Finis  Crutch¬ 
field  and  h^  cabinet. 

Commissioning  of  the  art  work  came 
about  in  September  when  the  bishop 
made  his  first  visit  to  the  Alexandria 
district  and  saw  Steinschulte’s  multi- 
media  painting  of  “The  L^t  Supi^r” 
hanging  in  the  hall  of  First  United 
MethoSst  church  here. 

Delisted  with  the  art  work,  he  con¬ 
tracted  the  Alexandrian  and  asked  for 
one  just  like  it  because  “the  only  thing 
on  my  office  wall  now  is  a  map  of 
Louisiana.”  .  , , 

Steinschulte  told  Bishop  Crutchfield 
that  he  never  makes  two  designs  ex¬ 
actly  alike  but  that  he  would  be  de¬ 
lighted  to  do  one  in  the  same  medium. 

Hence  —  “Evangel”  and  the  trip  to 

New  Orleans.  . 

“Evangel,”  the  artist  notes,  is  de¬ 
fined  in  the  dictibnai^  as  ‘the  good 
tidings  of  the  redemption  of  the  world 
through  Jesus  Christ’.” 

So  he  has  taken  natural  wormy 
chestnut  boards  —  four  of  them 


and  on  each  he  tells  the  “good  news” 
as  it  is  in  one  of  the  four  gospels. 
Boards  are  of  varying  widths  and  each 
gives  a  part  of  the  story  of  Christ  with 
illustrations  or  quotations.  Gospel 
names  are  in  mosaic. 

FoCal  point  is  the  cross  done  in  rich 
brown,  charcoal  and  gray  glass  mosaic 
which  cuts  throu^  the  entire  composi¬ 
tion.  Acrylic  paints  are  used  for  the 
bri^t  colors  of  the  gospel  scenes. 

Christ’s  birth  according  to  Luke  is 
told  on  the  top  board,  with  the  An¬ 
nunciation  at  &e  far  left  and  on  the 
right  the  adoration  by  the  shepherds. 

On  the  second  board,  Matthew’s 
name  is  in  blue  for  heavenly  truth.^  It 
depicts  the  teachings  of  Christ,  using 
the  parable  of  the  sower.  The  Beati¬ 
tudes  are  lettered  at  the  right. 

The  third  board  shows  the  death  of 
Christ  and  Mark’s  name  in  dull  yellow 
symbolizes  Jesus’  betrayal.  The  board 
is  the  only  one  of  the  four  with  an  im¬ 
perfect  or  ragged  edge,  again  a  subtle 
symbol.  Scenes  of  Jesus  in  the  garden, 
before  Pilate  and  carrying  the  cross 
lead  up  to  the  crucifixion. 

The  fourth  board,  the  one  in  which 
the  cross  has  its  base,  tells  the  good 
news  of  the  Resurrection,  hence  John  s 
name  is  in  red  for  the  love  of  God. 
Jesus’  appearance  to  Mary  Magda¬ 
lene  is  quoted  and  His  appearance 
before  the  disciples  completes  the 
story. 

Steinschulte,  whose  early  mterest  m 


art  was  rekindled  some  five  years  ago, 
turned  to  religious  art  only  in  the.  last 

couple  of  years. . 

One  motivation  was  learning  from  a 
conference  on  religious  architecture 
that  there  was  a  dearth  of  religious 
visual  art  in  this  country. 


His  “Last  Supper”  which  so  im¬ 
pressed  Bishop  Crutchfield  won  the 
purchase  prize  in  the  annual  art  show 
of  First  Methodist  church  in  1970. 

All  of  Steinschulte’s  reli^ous  works 
are  carefully  researched  in  the  Bible 
and  Bible  references. 


Thilo  Steinschulte  of  Alexandria  (left)  discusses  with  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  the  multi-media  painting  he  did  for  the  bishop  s  new  of¬ 
fice  in  New  Orleans.  Bishop  Crutchfield  commissioned  the  Alex¬ 
andria  artist  to  do  the  painting  after  seeing  a  similar  work  of  his  at 
First  Church  in  Alexandria.  (Town  Talk  photo) 
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by  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria 

he  United  Methodist  Church 
is  always  at  the  forefront  of  any 
ecumenical  movement,  be  it  local 
or  national.  It  is  our  nature.  It 
was  Wesley  who  said,  “Is  thy 
heart  right — Dost  thou  love  and 
serve  God?  It  is  enough;  I  give 
thee  the  right  hand  of  fellow¬ 
ship.”  Likewise  our  theology  and 
Biblical  interpretation  are  broad 
enough  to  include  most  other 
groups  in  the  wide  spectrum  of 
Christianity. 

In  every  community  United 
Methodists  are  ready  to  cooper¬ 
ate  in  most  interdenominational 
ventures.  Whether  it  be  the  City 
Ministerial  Association  or  the  Na¬ 
tional  or  World  Council  of 
Churches  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  the  first  to  come  and 
the  last  to  leave;  and  when  the 
bills  are  past  due  it  is  usually 
Methodist  money  that  comes  to 
the  rescue. 

In  recent  years  we  have  been 
obsessed  with  Church  mergers. 
When  membership  begins  to  de¬ 
cline  and  church  school  enroll¬ 
ment  plunges  downward  we  hold 
our  own  by  mergers.  It  looks 
more  impressive  in  the  national 
statistics  to  say  there  are  now 
more  than  ten  million  United 
Methodists. 

And  now  COCU  comes  on  the 
scene.  At  first  glance  it  appears 
to  be  right  in  the  middle  of  the 
good  old  Methodist  road  to  mer¬ 
ger.  Maybe  this  is  the  break¬ 
through  and  the  One  Holy  Apos¬ 
tolic  Church  Universal  will  be 
achieved  “in  this  generation” 
through  the  process  of  merger. 
It  was  dreamed  up  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  a  sermon  preached  by  Dr. 
Eugene  Carson  Blake  in  San 
Francisco,  Calif.,  December  4, 
1960.  (Sometimes  preaching  does 
bear  fruit!)  Then  the  Presbyter¬ 
ians  and  Episcopalians  went  to 
work.  In  1962  the  Methodists 
moved  in  and  immediately  the 
Church  set  its  vast  system  of 
communication  to  work  and  the 
band  wagon  was  rolling.  In  1970 
the  General  Conference  took 
more  than  notice  of  this  new 
cloud  on  the  horizon  no  larger 
than  a  man’s  hand  and  passed  a 
resolution,  (What  would  we  do  at 
Annual  and  General  Conferences 
if  it  were  not  for  resolutions?) 
It  read  as  follows: 

“.  .  .  That  this  General  Con¬ 
ference  recommend  the  thor¬ 
ough  STUDY  of  this  draft  of 
a  PLAN  OF  UNION,  when¬ 
ever  possible  in  company  with 
Christians  of  the  other  parti¬ 
cipating  churches;  and,  that 
following  such  study,  responses 
are  to  be  made  through  our 
commission  on  Ecumenical 
Affairs  with  a  view  to  per¬ 
fecting  a  PLAN  OF  UNION 
which  would  come  before  suc¬ 
cessive  General  Conferences 
for  review  and  for  appropriate 
further  action — ” 

Pamphlets  were  printed,  study 
guides  prepared,  packets  and 
film  strips  were  advertised  and 
promoted.  A  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Ecumenical  Affairs  was 
created  and  in  each  local  church 
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we  have  a  chairman  of  ecumeni¬ 
cal  affairs  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries.  On 
a  conference,  district  and  local 
church  level  study  groups  have 
been  set  up  and  resource  people 
made  available.  Much  of  the  lit¬ 
erature  and  publicity  have  been 
slanted  toward  an  endorsement 
of  the  COCU  plan.  What  the 
General  Conference  does  at  its 
next  session  will  depend  on  the 
slant  of  the  delegates  who  are 
elected. 

Because  of  all  this  drum 
thumping  and  fanfare  we  need 
to  take  a  good  hard  look  at  the 
COCU  plan  itself  and  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement  in  general. 
When  We  look  around  us  we  find 
little  enthusiasm  for  COCU 
among  the  Baptists,  Presbyter¬ 
ians,  Episcopalians,  Lutherans, 
Disciples.  The  Methodists  as 
usual  are  carrying  the  torch  and 
the  check  book. 

My  evaluation  and  criticism 
of  the  COCU  plan  is  not  a  nega¬ 
tive  criticism  of  the  ecumenical 
movement  or  a  denial  of  the 
critical  need  for  church  union  in 
some  form  here  and  now.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  COCU  plan  be¬ 
cause  I  am  convinced  that  it  will 
further  divide  us  by  being  re¬ 
jected  by  the  major  member 
churches  and  discourage  those 
who  are  working  for  closer 
church  cooperation.  In  COCU 
we  are  asking  member  churches 
to  vote  themselves  out  of  exis¬ 
tence  and  enter  into  a  “super 
church”  —  a  radical  step  for 
which  most  church  members  are 
unprepared.  Some  form  of  cor¬ 
relation,  federation  or  merger  is 
desirable  and  even  necessary,  but 
the  first  steps  must  be  taken  be¬ 
fore  the  last  step  into  ultimate 
union  is  made.  If  by  some  miracle 
all  the  legislative  bodies  of  the 
member  churches  were  to  vote 
to  adopt  this  plan  in  1973  or 
1974  there  would  be  general 
confusion  and  considerable  ex¬ 
odus  on  the  part  of  people  and 
local  churches. 

Therefore,  instead  of  opposing 
the  plan  on  the  basis  of  its  in¬ 
trinsic  nature  alone  (and  cer¬ 
tainly  there  are  some  structural 
aspects  that  are  unworkable),  or 
because  it  is  radical,  or  even  be¬ 
cause  it  dismantles  the  denomi¬ 
nations,  we  need  to  oppose  it  be¬ 
cause  it  wilt  not  bring  about  the 
desired  results.  We  need  to  pro¬ 
pose  certain  alternative  steps  and 
structures  that  are  workable 
within  the  next  decade  to  bring 
about  cooperation,  correlation 
and  ultimate  merger  of  some 
member  Churches. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  first 
steps  would  be  in  the  direction 
of  mergers  of  some  member 
churches  in  COCU  that  have 
most  in  common.  There  are  three 
predominantly  black  churches 
with  a  combined  membership  of 
approximately  2,500,000,  whose 
general  structure  and  operation 
are  based  on  those  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  They  could 
merge  with  each  other  and  then 
merge  with  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  The  Presbyterian 
bodies  could  do  the  same  and 
ultimately  the  Episcopal  and 
other  churches  with  Episcopal 


structure  could  merge.  As  these 
denominations  merge  they  could 
follow  guidelines  that  would  ulti¬ 
mately  be  used  in  the  final  feder¬ 
ation  of  all. 

As  we  enter  this  new  era  of 
Church  unity  we  need  to  con¬ 
sider  the  strength  and  weakness 
of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  and  its  future.  Cer¬ 
tainly  we  have  learned  some  les¬ 
sons  from  this  first  major  at¬ 
tempt  at  correlation  by  several 
large  Protestant  denominations. 
Its  pronouncements  and  direct 
action  in  the  political  and  social 
areas  of  American  life  have 
overshadowed  its  other  programs 
and  created  division  and  hostility 
among  the  Protestant  forces.  It 
should  be  restructured  and  rede¬ 
fined  in  keeping  with  the  aims  of 
COCU. 

The  COCU  study  in  general  is 
timely  and  represents  much  study 
and  work  by  dedicated  church¬ 
men.  The  first  six  chapters  of  the 
study  booklet  indeed  give  us  the 
true  dimensions  of  our  need  for 
unity,  but  the  following  chap¬ 
ters  suggest  the  immediate  dis¬ 
mantling  of  the  present  denomi¬ 
nations,  not  by  mergep,  but  by 
a  radical  step  of  creating  a  new 
entity.  I  would  hope  that  the 
General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will 
reject  the  plan  as  unworkable 
but  recommend  that  all  denomi¬ 
nations  involved  proceed  vyith' 
other  steps  toward  correlation, 
merger  and  union.  Certainly  we 
should  keep  our  Committee  or 
delegated  members  of  COCU  at 
w6rk  on  this  matter  and  cooper¬ 
ate  in  every  way  toward  a  cor¬ 
related  program. 

To  begin  the  steps  of  correla¬ 
tion  each  member  church  might 
adopt  mandatory  guidelines  as 
follows: 

Each  member  church  shall 
create  Committees  at  each  level 
of  structure  to  explore  and  ex¬ 
periment  in  the  correlation  of 
church  programs.  These  Com¬ 
mittees  shall  represent  all  local 
churches  within  a  given  area  and 
shall  be  composed  of  lay  and 
clerical  persons. 

Each  member  Church  or  de¬ 
nomination  shall  enact  uniform 
legislation  creating  these  commit¬ 
tees  on  Church  correlation  and 
giving  authority  and  guidelines 
to  local  churches  for  creation  of 
parishes  on  an  experimental 
basis. 

The  ruling  and  administrative 
personnel  (Bishops,  District  Su¬ 
perintendents,  State  secretaries. 


etc.)  shall  give  encouragement 
and  guidance  to  this  program  ci 
correlation  by  local  churches. 

At  each  level  of  structure  in 
the  member  denominations  the 
COCU  Committee  shall  continue 
to  meet  and  reconunend  from 
time  to  time  a  uniform  policy  of 
correlation,  merger  or  union  to 
the  legislative  body  of  each  de¬ 
nomination. 

Correlation  of  programs  be¬ 
yond  the  local  Church  sh^  be 
inaugurated  at  once  with  similar 
guidelines  from  the  member  de¬ 
nominations.  This  would  be  dcme 
through  districts  and  subdistricts, 
presbyteries,  dioceses,  state  and 
conferences.  This  correlated  pro¬ 
gram  beyond  the  local  church 
could  include  youth  activities, 
camps,  women’s  work,  social  ac¬ 
tion,  retreats,  experimental  wor¬ 
ship  services,  and  leadership 
schools. 

The  member  denominations 
shall  develop  a  common  basic 
curriculum  for  Church  Schorf 
and  other  study  groups  foUowii^ 
guidelines  already  established 
through  the  National  Coundl  of 
Churches. 

In  addition  to  the  Committees 
on  church  correlation  at  varkms 
levels  of  the  member  denwnma- 
tions,  there  shall  be  continued  tte 
present  general  COCU  Commft- 
tee  to  study  the  problems  of  min¬ 
isterial  orders,  worship,  creeds, 
mission,  etc.  looking  forward  to¬ 
ward  some  form  of  correlatkm, 
merger  or  union. 

A  series  of  preliminary  steps 
and  experiments  in  correlation 
must  be  taken  by  the  member 
denominations  before  ultimate 
union  into  one  body  is  consum¬ 
mated.  Certain  geographical  areas 
in  the  nation  where  all  the  mem¬ 
ber  denominations  are  rqjie- 
sented,  could  be  designated  for 
experimentation  in  a  pven  period 
of  time  with  results  repotted  to 
the  national  coimnittec  for  cvaln- 
ation. 

Churchmen  should  continue  to 
be  open  to  changing  concc^  of 
structure  and  avoid  conunitment 
to  any  one  form  or  organizationad 
structure.  Union  and  size  do  not 
always  bring  creative  freedom. 
The  present  drive  toward  mergos 
does  not  always  bring  larger  op¬ 
portunities  for  creative  diffw- 
ences.  Instead  it  often  brings  op¬ 
pressive  bureaucracy  and  burdm- 
some  overhead  costs.  So  let’s 
slow  down  in  our  race  toward 
mergers  and  move  more  toward 
correlation  on  the  local  level, 
t 


. 

H^RI^^^**** . 


Editor  and  Business  A. 

Associate  Editor:  DORIS  WOO^D 

'A 

Poetry  Editor:  BARBAf^  L.  yi^^EV 
Editorial  Assistant*  KAREN  COiMHR>H 
-mi:  Office  Secretary:  KATHLEEN 

Contribumg  Editors:  CECIL  BLAND,  J.  V/QOimcm  WURN, 
HOWARD  MtLO,  DON  COTTRfLL,  ALE  A.  EASON,  JOE  E.  MHIOLD 
HAROLD  EOGENSPERCER,  ARVtLt  C.  OWMlION. 

^itoriai  wd  hu:tiness  office:  United  Methodist  Headquarters  Bldg.,  715  Center  ^teeet. 
Little  Roqk,  Ark,  ADDRESS  ALL  CORRESPONDENCE  to  Box  3547.  Littte  RodL.Ark,. 
72203,  Artictes.  o^Ner  than  edit^iais  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  o^nion  of  tiie^^or. 


'  7'''  SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE 

egtcepiC^w^sfcs  of  July  4  and  Deo.  25  at  Un^ 
Ark.  Second  class  postage  paid  at  Uttie  Rock.' 
f^lease  htclude  key  nunUjer.  new  and  oW 

i^L  mm-  to  ^7,  mm  m 


PAGE  THREE 


and 

views 


OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  United 
Methodism’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  issued  the 
following  tribute  to  internationally  known  mission¬ 
ary,  evangelist  and  author  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  (not 
related),  who  died  Jan.  25  in  India:  “Dr.  E.  Stanley 
Jones  was  the  truly  international  evangelist  of  the 
20th  century.  No  Christian  missionary  or  evangelist 
could  match  him  in  the  scope  of  his  world  travels, 
the  breadth  of  his  understanding  of  the  Christian 
faith,  his  personal  friendships  with  Christians  and 
with  men  and  women  of  other  faiths  from  every 
continent  ...  It  was  fitting  that  his  death  take  place 
in  India,  the  nation  where  he  began  and  concen¬ 
trated  so  much  of  his  life,  and  where  he  was  so 
highly  respected  by  Hindus,  Muslims  and  Christians 
ahke.  In  his  personal  life,  one  can  see  the  very  best 
of  what  the  Christian  church  has  to  offer  as  a  path 
of  reconciliation  in  a  politically  and  religiously 
divided  humanity.” 

Protestant  Churches  across  the  nation  peeled 
their  bells  as  the  Yietnam  cease-fire  went  into 
effect  on  Saturday,  Jan.  27  and  held  special 
services  of  thanksgiving  the  f(dlowing  day.  The 
New  York  Ave.  Presbyterian  Church,  near  the 
White  House,  chimed  hymns  for  over  an  hour, 
beginning  at  7  p.m.  The  Rev.  E.  Raymond 
Shaheen  told  worshipers  assembled  at  St.  Luke’s 
Lutheran  Church  in  Silver  Springs,  Md.  that  the 
service  was  not  one  of  celebration  so  much  as 
a  time  of  “sober  gratitude  and  dedication  to  the 
peace  responsibilities  which  are  at  hand.” 

Rabbi  Edgar  F.  Magnin  of  Wilshire  Boulevard  Tem¬ 
ple  in  Los  Angeles  was  one  of  three  clergymen  — 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  —  who 
preached  at  a  White  House  worship  service  on  the 
first  full  day  of  President  Nixon’s  second  term.  The 
rabbi  said  “Situational  ethics  are  hardly  an  im¬ 
provement  over  the  Decalogue  (Ten  Command¬ 
ments)  since  it  makes  every  one  of  us  judge  and 
jury  of  our  own  acts.”  Society  today  “may  be  sick,” 
he  said  “but  it  isn’t  dead;  nor  does  the  disease  have 
to  be  fatal.  There  is  still  time  to  save  ourselves,  but 
we  must  have  the  will  and  intelligence  to  do  so  .  .  . 
We  are  children  of  God,  imbued  with  intellect  and 
the  Divine  Spirit.” 


Dr.  Edward  L.  R.  Elson,  chaplain  of  the  U.S. 
Senate,  delivmng  a  prayer  before  that  legislar 
tive  Ix^y  prior  to  President  Nixon’s  second  In¬ 
auguration  said:  “Almighty  God,  Lord  of  his¬ 
tory,  may  the  taking  td  vows  by  the  President 
and  Vice  President  be  a  renewal  of  the  vows  for 
aU.  Make  this  day  a  new  beginning  for  the  na¬ 
tion  when  men  rise  above  petty  rivalries,  irrele- 
vancies  and  trivialities  to  a  new  unity  of  ideal¬ 
ism,  vision  and  pinpose  ...” 

Dr.  Carl  F.  H.  Heniy^  who  wrote  the  1967  Chris¬ 
tianity  Today  editorial  credited  with  leading  to  the 
continent-wide  cooperative  evangelistic  effort,  com¬ 
mented  in  a  recent  article  that  “Neo-Protestant  the¬ 
ology  and  social  demonstration  have  run  out  of 
fads.”  “Were  evangelicals  to  rise  out  of  their  isola¬ 
tion  and  competitiveness  into  a  cooperative  witness, 
the  blessings  of  a  personal  relationship  to  God  and 
the  rewards  of  a  life  committed  to  Christ  could  now 
be  shared  nationwide  in  a  compelling  way.”  Dr. 
Henry  declared:  “Evangelism  is  not  self-propagating, 
nor  is  social  justice,  and  the  Christian  needs  to 
count  both  in  the  realm  of  grace  and  in  the  world 
of  woe.” 


Religious  organizations  in  the  Washington,  D.C. 
area  maintaining  tax-exempt  property  will  have 
their  tax-free  status  closely  examined  by  Con¬ 
gressman  Thomas  M.  Rees  (Calif.),  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  eliminating  from  tax  exemption 
church-owned  property  not  suited  for  religious 
purposes.  As  incoming  chairman  of  the  House 
District  Committee’s  Fiscal  Policy  Subcommit¬ 
tee,  the  legislator  has  announced  that  the  sub- 
conumttee  wiU  investigate  all  tax-exempt  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  District  of  Columbia — including  the 
federal  govem,ment’s.  “I’m  looking  into  all 
charitable-type  institutions  and  am  not  just 
singling  out  churches,”  Rees  said. 

Teenage  response  to  a  lengthy  question  survey  pub¬ 
lished  recently  in  the  Washington  Star-News  re¬ 
vealed  that  71  per  cent  of  the  respondents  feel  that 
religion  is  necessary  to  society.  The  survey  which 
covered  such  areas  as  religion,  sex,  drugs,  educa- 
tion,  government  and  world  affairs,  drew  such  an 
unexpectedly  overwhelming  response,  publication  of 
the  results  had  to  be  delayed  six  weeks.  More  than 
half  of  the  nearly  2,500  youth  indicated  they  are 
looking  for  personal  happiness  and  self-improve¬ 
ment  through  religion.  About  82  per  cent  said  their 
religious  affiliations  were  the  same  as  those  of  their 
parents. 

Six  Methodist  denominations  are  planning  an 
evangelism  congress  early  in  1974  for  English- 
speaking  persons  in  the  U.S.,  Canada  and  the 
Caribbean,  according  to  Dr.  Raoul  C.  Calkins, 
an  official  of  the  Evangelism  Committee  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  Dr.  Ira  Callaway  of 
the  United  Methodist  Bd.  of  Discipleship,  is 
chairman  of  the  planning  committee. 

A  bill  providing  state  loans  to  Virginia  students 
attending  private  and  church-related  colleges  has 
been  approved  unanimously  by  the  Virginia  Senate. 
Under  the  legislation,  loans  would  be  forgiven  under 
certain  conditions,  such  as  working  for  state  or  local 
governments  for  one  year  or  living  in  Virginia  two 
years  for  each  year  a  student  accepted  a  loan.  Stu¬ 
dents  not  meeting  these  conditions  would  have  to 
repay  the  entire  loan  plus  3  per  cent  annual  interest. 


The  board  of  managers  of  American  Baptist 
Women  took  steps  toward  proposing  the  estab¬ 
lishment  at  a  Commission  on  Women  for  Amer¬ 
ican  Baptist  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.  during  its 
annual  meeting  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  Study  of 
the  problems  of  the  a^g  was  commended  to 
the  woiwn’s  organizations  of  local  congrega¬ 
tions,  with  the  suggestion  that  the  elderly  have 
a  part  in  planning  and  implementing  all  pro¬ 
grams  affecting  them. 

Yochiro  Saeki  of  the  Japanese  Council  of  Coopera¬ 
tion,  told  leaders  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ)  that  his  country  is  entering  a  new  era  of 
“rnutuality”  in  which  financial  support  of  mission¬ 
aries  from  North  America  would  be  assisted  by 
Japanese  Churches  and  institutions.  The  Japanese 
church  official  said  he  sees  continuing  close  ties 
with  American  Churches  despite  “missionary-go- 
home”  opposition. 

Orthodox  Rabbi  Henry  Siegman,  a  top  execup 
tive  of  the  Syn^ogue  Council  of  America,  has 
taken  other  Jewish  leaders  to  task  for  criticizing 
Key  73,  the  cooperative  Christian  evangelism 
eRort.  Rabin  Siegman  said  in  an  article  pre¬ 
pared  for  a  forth^ming  issue  of  Congress  Bi- 
Weekly  (Jewish  publication):  “A  Christian 
understanding  of  Judmsm  can  emerge  only  out 
<rf  the  Christian  faith  expmence.  There  is, 
therefore,  a  certain  irrelevance  to  suggestions 
made  by  Jews  to  Christians  concerning  the 
status  of  Judaism  m  Christian  faith  for  no  Jew 
can  speak  out  <rf  the  Christian  faith  experience.” 

A  cassette  recorder,  some  push-buttons,  and  an  im¬ 
aginary  character,  assist  the  Rev.  Roger  Grummer, 
pastor  of  Grace  Lutheran  Church  in  Houma,  La. 
in  providing  real-life  lessons  for  the  children  in  his 
congregation — in  an  area  of  the  country  with  a  rich 
French  Arcadian  or  ‘Cajun’  heritage.  When  the 
phone  rings  during  a  sermon,  Pastor  Grummer 
answers  it  himself  —  without  having  to  leave  the 
pulpit.  He  just  reaches  down  and  picks  up  the  re¬ 
ceiver.  Interestingly,  the  calls  always  come  from  a 
little  French  boy  named  “Pierre  Poceaux.” 


MELBOURNE  -  The  Rev.  Denis  Oakley,  34,  a  Methodist  minister  who  has  token 
on  o  second  job  os  o  television  advertising  announcer  to  earn  money  for  100 
underprivileged  boys,  has  been  chosen  as  Australia’s  Father  of  the  Year.  Well- 
known  to  Melbourne  television  viewers  as  the  clerically  garbed  minister  who 
delivers  commercials  for  refrigerators,  washing  machines,  vacuum  cleaners  and 
TV  sets  for  a  chain  of  electrical  appliance  retailers,  Mr.  Oakley  earns  $16,000 
a  year  from  his  TV  appearances  and  it  all  goes  to  the  Tally  Ho  Boy’s  Village 
which  he  runs  in  a  Melbourne  suburb.  The  father  of  three  daughters,  Mr.  Oakley 
is  also  ‘“father”  to  the  100  orphaned  and  underprivileged  boys  living  at  the 
Village.  He  is  shown  here  with  some  of  the  boys  as  they  head  for  the  home’s 
farm  which  provides  most  of  the  food  needed  for  the  orphanage.  (RNS  Phofo) 
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Are  we  working 
for  Christ? 


“Great  institutions  keep  alive 
great  ideas,  great  faith,  and 
great  hopes.” 


(For  the  benefit  of  our  readers  who 
did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  hear 
Bishop  Crutchfield's  address  before 
the  Convocation  of  Boards  held  in 
Alexandria  Jan.  19,  we  have  obtain¬ 
ed  the  complete  text  for  reprinting 
here  ) 

w  now  know  several  things 
about  institutions,  and  structures. 
We  know,  for  example,  that  no 
great  ideas  can  long  exist  in  a 
vacuum.  Either  they  are  per¬ 
petuated  by  institutions  or  they 
die.  Great  institutions  keep  alive 
great  ideas,  great  faith,  and 
great  hopes.  We  know  also  that 
when  one  institution  is  destroyed 
another  quickly  arises  to  take  its 

'place,  for  the  trillions  of  people 
on  this  planet  cannot  successful¬ 
ly  cope  with  their  lives  without 
social  ordering. 

We  know  also  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  is  not  whether  we  shall  have 
institutions  and  structures,  but 
rather,  what  kind  of  institutions 
and  structures.  The  question  is  a 
matter  of  quality  of  the  social 
forms  and  organizations  we  use. 

Now  here  in  this  conference 
there  are  several  criteria  by 
which  perhaps  we  may  judge  our¬ 
selves  in  this  regard. 

One  has  to  do  with  our  central 
purpose  for  existence  as  a  church. 
Each  board  and  agency  has  to 
ask  itself  this  question;  Is  what 


we  contemplate  consonant  with 
Christ?  Is  this  activity  what  peo¬ 
ple  in  Christ  should  be  doing  in 
1973?  Does  this  program  mag¬ 
nify  and  uphold  the  Christ?  Are 
our  methods  Christ-like?  Are  the 
means  we  employ  Christ  in¬ 
spired?  Do  our  goals  lead  us  and 
others  to  Christ?  Are  we  playing 
organizational  games,  or  are  we 
serving  Jesus  Christ?  In  other 
words,  we  ought  to  ask,  what,  in 
the  name  of  Christ,  are  we  do- 
ing? 

A  second  criterion  has  to  do 
with  the  local  congregation,  the 
local  church.  Organizations  and 
structures  were  not  meant  to 
serve  themselves,  but  were  meant 
for  something  else.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believes  that  the  local 
church  and  the  local  pastor  and 
laymen  are  on  the  firing  line,  the 
sharp  cutting  edge  of  the  gospel 
in  our  society.  Whatever  en¬ 
hances,  strengthens,  develops  the 
local  congregation,  I  favor,  and 
am  automatically  suspicious  of 
anything  that  doesn’t. 

We  must  zero  in  on  the  local 
church.  Here  is  that  unit  of 
Christians  who  must  apply  the 
gospel  where  they  live.  We’ve 
had  enough  of  top-heavy  organi¬ 
zation  that  glorifies  the  top  brass; 
we  now  must  labor  to  lift  the 
level,  the  strength,  the  faith  and 
the  witness  of  the  local  unit  — 


that  is,  the  individual  church 
congregation. 

Let  us,  therefore,  ask  ourselves 
these  questions:  Does  this  pro¬ 
gram  give  the  local  church  an 
opportunity  to  do  something  for 
Christ  in  concert  with  others 
that  it  cannot  do  for  itself?  Does 
this  projected  activity  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  board  or  agency  serve 
people  where  they  live,  as  they 
are,  or  is  it  a  lot  of  glorified 
wheel-turning  that  makes  us  all 
feel  we’ve  done  something,  when 
really  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not 
one  inch  closer  when  all  is  over 
and  done  with. 

Let’s  ask  questions  about  the 
work  of  the  conference  program, 
the  conference  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  and  the  local  church.  I  am 
not  nearly  so  concerned  about  se¬ 
lect  programs  for  the  conference 
elite  as  for  real  service  to  the 
great  rank  and  file,  in  all  the 
congregations. 

A  third  criterion  in  the  work 
of  boards  and  agencies  is  this: 
does  the  work  itself  enrich,  en¬ 
hance,  and  deepen  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship,  love,  understanding, 
compassion,  or  does  the  program 
consist  of  pretty  paper  work? 

We  people  of  the  church  have 
a  lot  of  machinery  to  operate.  1 
look  upon  the  machinery  as  a 
great  laboratory  —  a  laboratory 
and  a  demonstration  room  in 


which  we  show  society  with  our 
methods  and  our  procedures 
what  a  real  difference  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Christ  makes.  In  the 
workings  of  the  church  and  in 
operating  the  business  of  the 
church  we  may  preach  greater 
sermons  than  will  ever  be  offered 
from  our  pulpits.  Here  we  may 
be  able  to  demonstrate  what  it 
is  to  be  the  Christ  presence  amid 
the  slick,  sophisticated,  and 
sometimes  hardnosed  procedures 
that  people  often  call  the  busi¬ 
ness  world. 

A  fourth  criterion  has  to  do 
with  one  quality  we  must  all  ex¬ 
press.  That  quality  is  trust.  This 
conference  has  come  a  long  way, 
not  on  the  basis  of  quotas  or  of 
group  consciousness,  but  on  the 
basis  of  mutual  trust.  That  must 
continue. 

The  big  question  we  ask  each 
other  is  this:  Do  we  really  trust 
each  other  as’ we  work  together? 
I  hope  and  fervently  pray  that 
one  day  we  won’t  remember 
whether  someone  is  of  former 
Louisiana  A  or  Louisiana  B,  but 
rather,  that  we  shall  trustingly 
see  the  Christ  presence  in  one 
another,  as  we  all  work  together. 
We  must  trust  each  other  as 
Christ  trusted. 

if 


Shreveport  Metro-Ministries 
sponsors  Drug  Awareness  Seminar 


On  Sunday,  Jan  21,  the  Shreveport 
Metropolitan  Ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  James  A.  Graham  held  a 
drug  awareness  seminar  at  Johnson 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  The  Rev.  Lee  Jennings  is 
the  pastor,  and  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg  is 
the  District  Superintendent.  The  100 
participants  in  the  seminar  came  from 
the  Mt.  Zion,  New  Light  and  the  John¬ 
son  Chapel  United  Methodist  Churchea 
The  seminar  consisted  of  a  film  on 


Scene  from  Metro-Ministries  Drug 
Awareness  Seminar  held  at  John¬ 
son  Chapel,  under  direction  of 
the  Rev.  James  Graham.  The 

■  •■i- 

Rev.  Lee  Jennings  is  pastor. 


a  drug  addict,  and  a  dialogue  about 
the  problem  of  drugs  in  the  Black 
community.  This  problem  has  a  long 
history  of  destruction  in  the  Black 
community.  It  has  now  begun  to  infil¬ 
trate  into  all  racial,  cultural,  economic 
and  religious  groups.  Even  though. 
Black  Americans  have  been  victimized 
by  the  venom  of  institutional  racism, 
one  can  not  escape  this  fact  of  life  by 
resorting  to  taking  drugs.  One  must 
believe  in  himself  and  with  the  help 
of  God  each  person  can  work  to  over¬ 
come  the  many  inequities  of  life. 

In  order  for  the  American  society  to 
overcome  this  evil  which  threatens  to 
destroy  our  very  existence,  churches, 
schools,  governmental  bodies,  business 
and  community  organizations  must  take 
affirmative  action  to  demonstrate  in 
their  programs  the  dignity  and  worth 
of  the  individual,  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  cultural  pluralism  in  our  society, 
and  in  development  of  educational 
programs  to  help  equip  persons  to 
compete  in  American  society  in  the 
year  2000. 

The  fact  that  the  drug  problem  af¬ 
fects  all  of  us  in  America  and  through¬ 
out  the  world,  we  must  systematically 
analyze  all  of  our  institutions  to  de¬ 
termine  the  many  steps  that  must  be 
taken  in  order  to  adequately  cope  with 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,. is  busy  try¬ 
ing  to  get  subscriptions  to  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 
The  above  photo  came  to  us  in  the  morning  mail  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  caption;  “Mrs.  G.  M.  (Gertie)  Anderson  is  shown 
telephoning  members  of  the  Administrative  Board.  It’s  hard 
to  say  ‘no’  to  Gertie.’’ 


this  great  problem. 

How  long  can  we  continue  to  let 
our  youth  prefer  to  escape  to  nowhere 
instead  of  thinking  positively  about 
their  worth  as  individuals?  Where  do 


we  go  from  here? 

—  By  James  Graham, 
Coordinator,  Shreveport 
Metro-Ministeries 
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ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


New 

Renew 

Not  Due 

Total 

Alexandria  -First:Sloane 

2 

40 

1 

4a 

Horseshoe  Drive:Blakeman 

17 

8 

25 

Newman-St.  Mark:Perry 

2 

3 

5 

Wilton  -Wesley:Harry 

15 

15 

Bentley  :Kellogg 

4 

4*» 

Ball  -Clear  Creek  -Springhill: 

Butterfield 

5 

7 

12 

Boyce  -Lahey-Sieper  :Pinkard 

4 

18 

22* 

Bunkie  -D .  Haas  -Evergreen  - 

White 's:Hall 

3 

29 

32 

F  e  rr  iday  -Clayton :  Cunningham 

7 

17 

24 

Jena  -Nolley  -Belah:Blakely 

15 

23 

38 

Marksville  -Oakgrove  -Simms  port: 

Lee 

6 

18 

24 

Melville  -Palmetto :Smith 

2 

11 

13 

011a  -Tullos  :Robinson 

1 

28 

29” 

Pineville  :Walton 

21 

81 

102** 

Pollock  -Selma  -Liberty ;Dill 

4 

16 

20 

Trout  -Eden  -Urania :Matthews 

4 

32 

36** 

Vidal  ia :  Bengts  on 

2 

13 

15 

Totals 

95 

363 

I 

459 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


Baton  Rouge -First:Dawson 
IstroumarWall 
Jeffers  on;  Lilly 
Blackwater :  Blakely 
Clinton -Clear  CreekiNance 
DeerfordtWilkes 
Donaldsonvill  e  rKimble 
Grand  River;01dham 
Jackson -EtheLCarter 
Napoleonville  -  Wesl  ey  - 
W  oodlawn;  Augustine 
Slaughter -Bluff  Creek;Burgess 
Za  chary  .'Galatas 
Totals 


HAMMOND  DISTRICT 


Corbin:Horton 

Days  -Center  -Dari  ington  -St . 

Helena:Campbell 
Faithful -New  River -Meadows : 

Bell 

Fitzgerald -Waldheim  rScarf 
Gonzales  :Humphreys 
KentwoodrMt .  HermanrStage 
LaHace  -Lasseigne  -Lutcher : 

Adams 

Loranger -Coopers  rLogan 
Pine  Grove -Montpelier  :Sibley 
&  Milton 

Ponchatoula.'Lancaster 
Wesley  -Lee 's  :0  'Dell 
Slidell:  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion- 
Newell :  Christopher 
Sun -Bush -St.  Tammany - 
Tal  isheek :  Richards  on 
Vamado  -AngierWood 
Walker  -Mangum  -Friendship: 

Davis 

Totals 


LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


Golden  Meadow -Grand  Isle: 

Fairley  13 

Houma  Hts  .  -Clanton -Dulac: 

Roundtree  6 


Lafayette -Asbury:Caraway  27 

First:Means  12  32 

Mathews  -LaG  range  -Lockport  - 

Raceland:Martin  6 

St.  MartinvUle-Mallalieu -Briggs: 

Wesley  13 

Thibodaux  First -Vacherie- 

Gibson:Jones  14  8 

Totals  45  ToT 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


Cameron -Grand  Chenier; 

Robertson  4  24 

Church  Pt-Maxie-PitrevUle: 

Dean  12 

DeQuincy;Terry  4  13 

DeRidder-First:Simmon6  249  39 

Wesley -Merr3rville:Blackwood  1  11 


Elizabeth:Malone 

14 

10 

Hopewell  ;Malone 

3 

30 

Pine  G  rove  :Mal  one 

3 

1 

Elton  -Basil e:Marcel 

1 

17 

Eunice-Ville  Platte; Eubanks 

4 

24 

80 

80 

Fairview  -Sweetlake:  Lankford 

8 

20 

47 

42 

89 

Jennings  -Trinity:Lapuyade 

4 

9 

6 

14 

20 

Kinder-Oberlin:Henkel 

1 

58 

10 

17 

27 

Lake  Charles -First:Pearce 

19 

138 

7 

35 

42* 

S  im  ps  on :  Car  away 

6 

21 

5 

13 

18** 

M  apl  ewood :  Cr  os  by 

25 

5 

3 

1 

9 

Moss  Bluff  :Squyres 

16 

45 

6 

6 

Sulphur  -Henning;Branton 

13 

57 

2 

10 

12 

Totals 

350 

554 

9 

5 

14 

3 

16 

19 

5 

18 

2 

25 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

99 

259 

3 

361 

Baskin.'St.Amant 

2 

5 

Columbia  -Hebert  ;Hous  e 

30 

Crew  Lake -Union  .‘Medak 

2 

2 

Delhi -Oak  Ridge:Haskell 

1 

Epps  -Floyd'.Foreman 

1 

15 

6 

6** 

Mer  Rouge -Coll  ins  ton -Bonne  Idee: 

Robertson 

6 

19 

4 

7 

11 

Monroe  -First:Boddie 

31 

34 

Pioneer -Forest  :Jordan 

4 

1 

15 

16 

W.  Monroe -Brownville- 

6 

22 

28** 

Woodlawn.'Coody 

5 

21 

4 

16 

1 

21 

Wisner:St.Amant 

21 

8 

34 

42** 

Totals 

152 

3 

10 

13 

2 

7 

9 

NATCHITOCHES  DISTRICT 

2 

4 

6 

6 

22 

1 

29 

7 

17 

1 

25 

Castor:Willis 

1 

11 

Jonesboro.’Tohline 

10 

28 

5 

9 

14 

Mansfield-First-Grand  Cane: 

Pickens 

3 

3 

13 

2 

18** 

Wesley -Shady  Grove:Thomas 

1 

7 

7* 

Many -Bayou  Scie:Sirman 

6 

126 

Oak  Grove -Campti:Howell 

1 

7 

12 

3 

22 

PI .  HUl  -Mitchell  -Pelican: 

58 

2"^ 

T 

267 

Constable 

2 

25 

13 

2 


26 

8 


Zwolle  -Converse  -Noble: 

Crammer  _8  19 

Totals  27  214 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 


New  Orleans 

Algiers -First:Townsend  6  9 

Elysian  Fields  :Bergeron  1  6 

First:Crichlow  2  30 


27 

44 

6 

13 

23 

147 


28** 

12 

17 

288**** 

12 

24**** 

33**** 

4»* 

19 

28 

29 

13 

59*** 

157 

27 

25 

61*** 

70 


32 

4 

1 

16 

25 
65 

4 

26 
21 


201 


12 

39 

3 

1 

132**** 

1 

27** 

27** 


15 

7 

33 


(New  Orleans 
churches  continued) 


Gretna  :Harbuck 
LaHar  pe :  Dougl  as 
Parker  Mem:Hurley 
Peck:Wilson 
St.  Luke’s :Shirley 
St.  Paul's :Cady 
Second  :Herr 
Totals 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 


Ansley:Stokes 
Arcadia -Mt.  Mariah:York 
Bernice -Beech  Grove -Summer - 
field:Wimberly 
Center  Point:Brown 
Choudrant  -Douglas  .‘Spinks 
Clay:Westbrook 
Downs viUe -Bethel -Mt.  Nebo: 
Averett 

Farmerville-Bird's  Chapel: 
Scott 

Harmony  Chapel -Lisbon-  ^ 
Arizona  :Proctor 
Hefl  in  -Brus  hwood  :Cas  s  els 
Marion:C;orie 
M  inden -First:Vlning 
Lakeview  -McIntyre:Coppage 
Pine  Grove -Bethlehem -Ever¬ 
green  ;Pearce 
Quitman:Beck 
Faith:Beck 

Ruston  -Tr  inity  :Merrill 
Ruston  Greater  Ct.  - 
Antioch:  Hearn 
Totals 


iXt; 


>0/ 


New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


3 

1 

8 

1 

2 

~2i 


1 

3 

20 

8 

4 
1 

11 


7 

3 

9 

43 


90 


14 

21 

36 

5 

20 

5 

42 

33 

13 

61 

16 

87 

5 

36 

5 

7 

423 

4 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


Blanchard  -Belcher:Taylor 
Bossier  City -Barksdale -Oil 
City:Johns 

Greenwood  -Bethany: 


**  Exceeded  quota 
***  Doubled  quota 
**♦*  Every  family 


1 

6 

21 

16 

5 

1 

13 

118 


16*** 

22 

36** 

6 

22 

6 

44** 

39** 

17 

63**** 


^  20 
97 


43** 

8** 

16** 

466**** 


930 


Hollingsworth 

2 

20 

22 

Hosston:Edwards 

1 

15 

16*^ 

G  il  1  iam :  E  dwar  ds 

8 

8 

Keatchie  -Shiloh -Longs  treet: 

DeBusk 

1 

7 

8 

PI.  Dealing -Walker’s:Emanuel 

2 

18 

20 

Shreveport  -Broadmoor :  Cooke 

85 

90 

8 

183 

Christ :  Baker 

16 

13 

. 

29 

Fairfield:Harrison 

4 

4 

First:Dykes 

41 

41 

Jewella:Haynes 

12 

12* 

Johnson  Ct.:Jennings 

11 

14 

25 

Lakeview  :Nolan 

5 

30 

3 

38 

Mornings  ide  -StonewalLDean 

9 

28 

37 

NoeLGalloway 

38 

30 

4 

72 

Totals 

171 

337 

15 

523 

*  Reached  quota 

_  the  week- 
next  issue. 


Additional  reports  came  from  these  charges  over 
end;  however,  they  will  not  be  posted  until  the  ni 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT:  Lottie-Rosedale-New  Roads; 
Glenmora;  Newman-St.  Mark. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT:  St.  Francisville- Tunica;  North 
Baton  Rouge;  Bethel-Magnolia;  Plaquemine. 

HAMMOND  DISTRICT:  Slidell-First;  Amite-First;  Eliza- 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Shown  above  are  some  of  the  participants  in  the  recent  Lake 
Charles  District  Lay  Speakers’  Training  School.  At  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  school  22  persons  received  lay  speaker’s  credentials, 
presented  by  John  Bergstedt,  district  lay  leader.  Instructors  in 
the  four-week  school  were:  Mrs.  George  Pearce,  the  Rev.  Stone 
Caraway,  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton  and  the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son.  Another  school  will  be  held  in  Jennings  for  the  eastern  part 
of  the  district  in  February. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Feb.  11 — Sunday .  Mark  lil-ll 

Feb.  13  . Luke  IzS-ll 

Feb.  13  .  Luke  3:25-38 

Feb.  14  .  Matt.  18:1-14 

Feb.  15  .  Gal.  4:4-1 

Feb.  16  . Hebrews  8:8-12 

Feb.  17  .  Hebrews  9:11-15 

Feb.  18 — Sunday .  Ex.  20:1-17 


news  in  brief 


JUDGE  FRED  FUDICKAR  will  be 
the  speaker  at  the  Twin  City  Prayer 
Breakfast  Friday,  Feb.  9.  Area  men 
will  attend  the  breakfast  at  6:00  a.m. 
in  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe.  The  Rev.  James  E.  Christie 
is  host  pastor. 

GROUNDBREAKING  for  a  new 
sanctuary  has  been  scheduled  at  Trin¬ 
ity  United  Methodist  Church  of  Rus- 
ton  for  Sunday,  Feb.  19.  The  contrac¬ 
tors,  Southern  Builders,  expect  to  be¬ 
gin  construction  the  next  day.  Bill 
James  is  chairman  of  the  building 
committee.  The  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill  is 
the  Trinity  pastor. 

MRS.  H.  AUSTIN  MILLER,  a  retired 
school  teacher,  is  leading  the  study  of 
Romans  being  held  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Bastrop  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoons  at  5:30.  The  Rev.  Ed 
Barksdale  is  the  pastor. 


SEVENTH  ART  FESTIVAL 
AT  ALEXANDRIA  CHURCH 

The  Seventh  Annual  Art  Festival 
was  held  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Alexandria  from  Jan.  26 
through  Feb.  2.  The  earlier  date  than 
usual  was  to  accommodate  the  Every¬ 
man  Players  production  of  John  Bun- 
yan’s  “Pilgrim’s  Progress.” 

In  addition  to  the  dramatic  event, 
held  on  Feb.  2,  there  was  a  presenta¬ 
tion  of  awards  for  paintings  at  the 
Friday  evening,  Jan.  26,  reception. 

The  Sanctuary  Choir  presented  Ga¬ 
briel  Faure’s  “Requiem”  at  St.  Francis 
Xavier  Cathedral  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
Jan.  28.  “The  Odyssey  of  Man,”  a 
multimedia  production  was  presented 
Sunday  evening,  Jan.  28,  by  Dr.  Er¬ 
nest  Stokely  and  a  team  from  Dallas. 

Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Alexandria.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
B.  Peyton,  III,  is  the  associate  min¬ 
ister. 

f 

“EXPLANATION  DAY”  concerning 
the  new  organization  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  was  divided  into  two  ses¬ 
sions  in  the  Shreveport  District.  Dis¬ 
trict  officers  presided  as  WSCS  and 
WSG  members  gathered  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  Jan.  24  in  St.  James  Church,  and 
on  Thursday  evening,  Jan.  25  in  Caddo 
Heights  Church. 


MEMBERS  OF  MAGNOLIA  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Greenwell  Springs 
enjoyed  a  fish  supper,  Jan.  21,  thanks 
to  the  A1  Teeds  who  had  a  week  of 
good  luck  fishing  in  the  gulf.  Moe 
Bourke  was  chef  and  several  members 
brought  side  dishes.  The  Rev.  Burl 
Dampier  is  their  pastor. 


CECIL  BLAND,  associate  director  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  was  the  guest  speaker  for 
United  Methodist  Men  of  North  High¬ 
lands  Church,  Shreveport,  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  Feb.  7. 

MORNINGSIDE  CHURCH’S  United 
Methodist  Men  have  elected  E.  E. 
Jones  as  president,  Millard  Dear  as 
vice-president;  and  F.  E.  Smith  for 
secretary-treasurer.  The  group  meets 
on  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month. 

IN  DERIDDER,  the  ladies  of  St. 
Catherine’s  Guild  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church  have  invited  First  Methodist 
members  to  join  them  in  their  second 
annual  Sewing  Bee  to  be  held  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Feb.  14.  Baby  clothes  will  be 
made  to  be  distributed  through  the 
Eastside  Neighborhood  Center. 

MRS.  J.  E.  McCAMPBELL,  confer¬ 
ence  chairman  of  the  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee  for  United  Methodist  Women, 
was  the  speaker  for  the  February  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Women’s  Society  in  First 
Church.  Guild  members  were  invited 
to  attend. 

Ma^ewood  Women 
Elect  Officers 

The  January  meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Women  of  Maplewood  fea¬ 
tured  introduction  of  the  new  officers, 
as  follows:  Mrs.  Leonard  Shelton — 
president,  Mrs.  Tom  Crosby  —  vice 
president,  Mrs.  Carl  Floyd — secretary, 
Mrs.  Travis  Conerly — treasurer. 

Plans  were  announced  for  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  13  meeting,  which  will  be  the 
annual  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self  Denial 
and  the  Quiet  Day.  Mrs.  John  Geddes 
will  be  in  charge  of  arrangements. 

“Empowerment  of  Women  for  Mis¬ 
sion”  was  the  January  topic,  presented 
by  Mrs.  A.  E.  Zerger,  with  Mrs. 
Clyde  Landreneau  giving  the  medita¬ 
tion  and  Mrs.  John  Griffith  lea  ling 
the  singing;  Mrs.  John  Nelson  w  s  at 
the  piano. 

A  surprise  baby  shower  for  Mrs. 
Harvey  Kyle  highlighted  the  locial 
hour.  Mrs.  Kyle  was  last  year’s  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  group.  Hostesses  were 
Mrs.  Tom  Crosby  and  Mrs.  Richard 
Fontenot. 


t 

YOUTH  NIGHT  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Leesville  will  fea¬ 
ture  the  young  people  giving  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  church-wide  mission 
study.  Mrs.  Don  Risinger  will  give  the 
introduction.  The  Rev.  Don  Risinger 
is  pastor. 

AT  LAFAYETTE,  members  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  heard  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Atkinson  give  a  review  of  the 
book  “Palace  of  Healing”  by  Dorothy 
Clarke  Wilson,  Feb.  4.  The  series  on 
India  will  continue  with  Dr.  W.  F. 
Pledger,  chairman  of  the  Department 
of  Sociology  at  Centenary  College,  and 
former  missionary  to  India,  speaking 
on  Feb.  18.  A  congregational  dinner 
on  Feb.  25  will  feature  foods  of  India. 
The  Rev.  Jerry  A.  Means  is  the  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Lafayette. 
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MEMORIAL  SERVICE  HONORS 
THE  REV.  E.  W.  CORLEY 

A  Memorial  Prayer  Service  and 
Mass  was  held  Jan.  24,  in  St.  Edward’s 
Catholic  Church  in  Tallulah  in  memory 
of  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Corley,  father  of 
the  Rev.  J.  David  Corley,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tallulah. 

The  service  was  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Fr.  Gilles  Boyer  and  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  many  from  both  the  Catholic 
and  Methodist  churches. 

Rev.  Corley,  who  was  90  years  of 
age  at  his  death  on  Jan.  8,  was  a  re¬ 
tired  member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  He  held  active  pastorates 
after  retirement  age  until  he  was  78. 
t 


WANTED 

Educational  Assistant  and 'Youth  Worker 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 

Young  woman  or  young  minister  with 
talents  in  music  and  youth  work. 

Write  or  call  (318)  443-5696 
2727  Jackson  Street 


from  preceding  page  ADDITIONAL 


beth  Sullivan  Memorial. 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT:  Pecan  Island;  New  Iberia- First. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT:  Lake  Arthur;  lowa-Hayes- 
Bell  City. 

MONROE  DISTRICT:  Monroe- South  side;  Sterlington- Bar¬ 
tholomew;  Tallulah. 

NATCHITOCHES  DISTRICT:  Bienyille-Mill  Creek- 

Strange;  Ringgold;  Coushatta;  Mansfield-First. 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT:  N.O.-Aurora;  N.O.-Carrollton. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT:  Haynesville-Shongaloo;  Whitehall- 
Colquitt;  Doyline-Sibley;  Springhill;  Minden-Lakeview. 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT:  Hosston-Gilliam-Ida;  Haugh- 
ton-Love  Chapel;  ShreveportrMangum. 
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Recapitulation 

LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
CIRCULATION  CAMPAIGN 
REPORT  NO.  2 


District 

New 

Renew  Not  Due  Total 

ALEXANDRIA 

95 

363 

1 

459 

BATON  ROUGE 

99 

259 

3 

361 

HAMMOND 

58 

201 

8 

267 

LAFAYETTE 

45 

101 

1 

147 

LAKE  CHARLES 

350 

554 

2 

906 

MONROE 

47 

152 

2 

201 

NATCHITOCHES 

27 

214 

1 

242 

NEW  ORLEANS 

24 

93 

1 

118 

RUSTON 

90 

833 

7 

930 

SHREVEPORT 

171 

337 

15 

523 

TOTALS 

1006 

3107 

41 

4154 
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7^  SuKcl^  Sc^mC 

By;  Alfred  A.  Kn  ox 

LESSON  FOR  FEBRUARY  18;  MoroThan  Human  Powar 


SCRIPTURE  BACKGROUND:  Zechariah  1:1-6;  4 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Not  by  might,  nor  by 
power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  says  the  Lord  of  Hosts. 
Zech.  4:6 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  study  Zechariah’s 
message  that  humans  under  their  own  power 
are  without  power,  and  that  they  receive  life¬ 
directing  vitality  only  as  they  lean  on  divine 
guidance. 

*  *  * 

In  young  boyhood  days  the  writer  was  guilty  of 
some  boyish  prank  as  the  family  was  traveling 
toward  home.  He  was  promptly  admonished  by  his 
father  who  at  the  time  was  busy  driving  the  car. 
After  criticizing  our  behavior  he  said,  “So,  I’ll  deal 
with  you  when  we  get  home.”  After  we  arrived  home 
the  son  remained  outside  for  a  few  moments  longer 
than  the  others.  Then  he  went  meekly  inside  and 
straight  to  his  father.  Holding  forth  in  his  hand  a 
length  of  a  small  tree  branch,  he  said:  “Well  here 
it  is  Daddy.  Let’s  get  it  over  with.”  Memory  is 
faulty  regarding  immediate  developments.  We  re¬ 
call  that  some  years  later,  however,  in  conversing 
with  him  about  the  episode,  he  remarked  that  it 
had  taught  him  not  to  promise  discipline  which 
could  not  be  immediately  administered.  He  had 
made,  he  said,  a  rash  promise  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment  and  wouldn’t  do  it  again! 

Rash  promises!  We’ve  all  made  them.  Under 
pressure  at  the  time,  we  spoke  out  too  impulsively 
and  unthinkingly.  Such  ill-timed  promises  often 
backfire  in  some  inconvenient  or  disconcerting 
j  fashion. 

God’s  promises  are  different.  They  come  from 
one  whose  nature  is  love  and  goodness.  They  all 
“add  up”  to  a  furthering  of  his  good  will  and  pur¬ 
pose.  They  don’t  misfire.  They  can  be  depended 
upon.  Our  scriptures  record  hundreds  of  instances 
in  which  God  in  his  love  has  promised  relief  from 
anguish  and  pain,  understanding  when  confused, 
hope  to  relieve  despair,  freedom  to  replace  bondage, 
redemption  from  sin.  His  promises  are  sure,  “from 
everlasting  to  everlasting,”  (Psalms  103:17)  and  his 
faithfulness  “endures  to  all  generations.”  (Psalms 
119:90) 

*  *  * 

THE  PROPHET  SPEAKS 

It  is  an  interesting  exercise  for  us  to  find  the 
book  of  Zechariah.  It  is  positioned  between  Haggai 
and  Malachi!  Ahead  of  Haggai  are  Obadiah,  Jonah 
(This  one  we  know  about!),  Micah,  Nahum,  Habak- 
kuk,  and  Zephaniah.  Some  may  casually  assume 
that  since  these  works  are  little  known,  they  are 
therefore  of  small  significance.  Of  them,  only  Oba¬ 
diah  came  from  a  period  after  that  of  Haggai  and 
Zechariah;  the  others  from  roughly  the  time  of 
Isaiah  or  even  later.  In  each  instance,  the  message 
of  these  writings  has  a  special  relevance  to  the  writ¬ 
er’s  own  time.  In  Haggai  and  Zechariah,  the  cen¬ 
tral  feature  is  their  insistence  that  the  people  must 
rebuild  the  temple  forthwith.  The  project  is  not 
incidental  to  the  hope  of  the  people,  for  their  dal¬ 
liance  reflects  unfavorably  on  their  responsiveness 
to  God.  And  this,  God  cannot  overlook.  There  is  a 
built-in  alert  to  the  people  in  the  meaning  of  Zech- 

ariah’s  name:  “God  remembers.” 

♦  *  '  ♦ 

THE  MYSTERY  OF  IT 

The  prophetic  message  was  often  couched  in 
allegory  and  other  forms  of  word  pictures.  The 
plainly  stated  message  might  have  been  ignored 
and  forgotten,  but  not  the  enriched  descriptions 
adorned  with  dramatic  expressions.  Poetic  in  form 
and  profound  in  meaning,  that  message  was  de¬ 
clared  in  a  powerfully  appealing  way  which  could 
not  be  easily  turned  aside  nor  forgotten.  The  style 
of  the  message  added  the  dimension  of  the  prophet’s 
sincerity  and  earnestness.  It  was  as  if  the  Lord  was 
speaking,  as  in  fact  he  was  through  the  words  and 
spirit  of  his  spokesmen. 
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The  message  was  often  clothed  in  mystery  but 
only  to  intensify  its  meaning  and  not  to  obscure  it. 
This  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  interpretation 
we  must  remember.  The  primary  “audience”  was 
the  people  there  before  the  prophet.  The  truths 
proclaimed  to  them,  though,  are  infused  into  the 
thoughts  of  the  devout  person  whatever  his  time 
or  circumstance.  The  prophet’s  message  thus  has  a 
universal,  timeless  application.  It  would  have  been 
a  ludicrous  exercise  if  the  message  didn’t  have  pri¬ 
mary  significance  to  the  immediate  scene.  It  would 
not  represent  the  eternal  verities  of  God  if  it  didn’t 

have  reference  to  some  given  point  in  the  future. 
*  *  * 

PROPHETIC  POWER 

The  prophet  stands  as  an  eloquent  example  of 
the  person  whose  inner  strength  and  assurance  is 
coupled  with  a  sense  of  mission  to  others.  Under¬ 
lying  his  message  was  the  theme  of  God’s  person 
and  power,  and  he  was  allied  with  him  in  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  proclaim  God’s  purpose  and  will.  He 
taught  that  pure  goodness  and  deep  spirituality  are 
the  panacea  for  man’s  evil — and  there  is  real  thrust 
in  that  truth! 

He  was  most  demanding  and  most  clearly  point¬ 
ed  in  his  observations  when  the  days  were  darkest. 
The  darkness  of  oppression,  stubborn  falsehood, 
cruel  exploiting  of  men  by  men,  gross  and  wide¬ 
spread  sin,  and  adherence  to  principles  of  living 
which  were  lower  than  the  expected  ones — these 
were  his  points  of  attack  during  particularly  trying 
times. 

He  could  discern  the  clever  disguises  and  ration¬ 
alizations  of  those  who  sought  to  justify  their  way¬ 
wardness  and  self-interest,  and  compared  these  re¬ 
lentlessly  with  the  divine  standards. 

He  acknowledged  that  the  frustrations  of  fal¬ 
tering  men  must  be  relieved  by  the  undergirding  and 
reassuring  presence  and  aid  of  the  Lord. 

He  emphasized  spiritual  principles  which  have 
permanent  validity,  despite  an  easy  tendency  by 
some  to  regard  them  as  having  meaning  in  ancient 
times  but  somehow  not  being  applicable  today. 

*  *  * 

THE  GREAT  ASSURANCE 

Unrealized  hopes  are  a  common  part  of  our 
living.  There  is  a  lesson  in  them  for  us.  A  promise 
to  pay  over  many  years  the  purchase  price  of  a 
house  is  based  on  such  an  attitude.  The  marriage 
vows  two  persons  exchange  before  God  attest  to 
such  a  hope.  Even  the  casual  parting  word,  “I’ll 
be  seeing  you!”  seems  to  evidence  the  same  idea. 
Such  experiences  viewed  in  a  solemn  vein  assure  a 
precious  dividend  in  our  living  that  often  we  don’t 
deserve,  yet  it  comes  though  often  unnoticed.  Note 
the  teaching  in  I  John  5:14 — “And  this  is  the  con¬ 
fidence  we  have  in  him,  that  if  we  ask  anything 
according  to  his  will  he  hears  us.”  The  apostle 
writes  with  a  similar  emphasis  when  he  states  that 
believers  “have  all  the  riches  of  assured  under¬ 
standing.”  (Col.  2:2) 

*  «  * 

THE  FUTURE  IS  GOD’S 

So  long  as  humans  think  dark  thoughts  of  each 
other,  breaches  of  the  peace  are  a  constant  threat. 
When  their  aim  is  economic  or  other  individual  gain 
at  whatever  human  expense  men  will  endure,  tran¬ 
quil  living  is  precariously  balanced.  When  people 
live  in  the  shadow  of  mutual  suspicion  and  distrust, 
an  unsettling  truce  at  best  is  likely.  When  personal 
ambition  obscures  faith  in  the  ultimate  necessity, 
God,  there  can  only  be  hollow  achievement  and 
angry  grasping.  Life  becomes  a  “holding”  action 
instead  of  hallowed  action. 

The  prophets  often  used  the  expression,  “In  that 
day,”  to  draw  attention  to  the  inevitable  and  ulti¬ 
mate  working  out  of .  God’s  design.  The  term  is 
mistakenly  interpreted  by  the  cynical  one  as  either 
indicating  the  writer’s  lack  of  faith  that  the  prom¬ 
ised  future  event  would  even  actually  happen,  or 
that  his  writing  was  an  obvious  pious  fraud.  He 
could  not  safely  promise  good  things  now  but  dan¬ 
gled  the  “hope”  of  something  better  generations  or 


centuries  later.  We  of  more  confidence  in  the  right¬ 
ness  of  God’s  way  of  doing  things  must  also  make 
our  peace  with  the  “In  that  day”  principle.  We 
must  draw  expectantly  and  gratifyingly  on  the  real¬ 
ization  that  the  God  of  history  persists  in  his  pur¬ 
poses  through  generation  after  generation  of  men. 
We  are  spurred  to  vitalizing  service  as  we  consider 
that  we  can  be  partners  with  him  and  we  can  hasten 
the  day  of  God’s  peace  for  all. 

The  writer  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  states 
the  case  for  faithfulness  even  with  that  faith  resting 
upon  a  fulfillment  yet  to  come.  In  referring  to  the 
spiritual  leaders  of  the  ancient  era,  he  wrote:  “These 
all  died  in  the  faith,  not  having  received  the  prom-  j 
ises,  but  having  seen  them  afar  off,  and  were  per¬ 
suaded  of  them,  and  embraced  them.”  (Heb.  11:13) 

Our  business  is  not  to  know  the  ending  any 
more  than  we  know  the  beginning,  but  to  make 
each  present  part  of  that  continuing  unfolding  a 
moment  in  God’s  favor  and  a  mark  against  the 
working  of  evil. 

*  *  * 

ON  A  SOLID  FOUNDATION 

Now  let  us  review  the  content  and  intent  of  the 
prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah  as  they  addressed 
themselves  to  the  needs  of  their  countrymen.  The 
central  feature  is  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  both 
as  a  place  of  worship  and  as  an  act  of  renewed  de¬ 
votion  to  the  Lord. 

A  house  of  worship  was  clearly  needed.  Hard 
work  and  a  good  home  for  the  children  were  not 
enough  to  preserve  faithfulness  to  the  Lord,  but 
actually  engendered  self-concern  and  self-approved  I 
standards.  Morality  doesn’t  ever  supplant  spiritual¬ 
ity.  The  Lord  wants  our  worship,  and  our  living  j 
requires  it.  This  is  simply  and  unequivocably  stated 
in  Haggai  1:3 — “Return  to  me,  says  the  Lord  of 
Hosts.”  Centuries  later  the  apostle  Paul  restates  the 
principle  in  Christian  terms:  “For  no  other  founda¬ 
tion  can  any  one  lay  than  that  which  is  laid,  which 
is  Jesus  Christ.”  (1  Cor.  3:11)  This  is  not  excessive 
deference  to  the  past;  it  is  a  needed  accent  upon 
the  base  for  spiritual  development.  The  cross  and 
the  open  tomb  were  landmarks  of  the  past,  but 
each  life  in  its  own  time  must  build  on  the  faith 
which  accepts  that  sacrifice  and  that  triumph.  We 
“stand  on  the  shoulders”  of  those  who  earlier  wit¬ 
nessed  to  such  a  faith. 

*  «  *  ' 

“SEVEN” 

A  recent  televised  service  of  thanksgiving  and 
worship  was  held  in  response  to  the  signing  of  the 
cease-fire  agreement  in  Southeast  Asia.  Viewers 
over  the  nation  heard  seven  peals  of  a  bell  as  the 
service  began,  symbolizing  “completion”  of  that 
agreement  to  a  hoped-for  cessation  of  hostilities. 
What  emotion  those  bell-tones  evoked!  Peace  was 
hopefully  at  hand!  It  is  yet  to  be  fully  achieved,  but 
an  important  step  has  been  taken.  Our  prayers  and  ‘ 
wills  must  back  up  these  beginning  weeks  of  trem¬ 
bling,  tentative  forward  steps  of  all  who  fervently 
want  hostilities  to  be  permanently  stayed. 

The  number  “seven”  in  Zechariah  Chapter  4 
also  symbolizes  completeness.  The  prophet’s  mes¬ 
sage  here  refers  to  an  event  equal  in  significance, 
we  can  guess,  to  that  of  January  27.  It  tells  of  the 
time  when  the  temple  rebuilding  is  completed  and 
the  place  of  worship  is  ready  for  meditation  and 
prayer  again.  We  can  imagine  that  when  worship¬ 
pers  were  guided  by  their  leaders  in  rededication  of  , 
the  temple  there  were  shouts  of  joy  and  quiet  throbs 
of  exultation.  The  climax  of  some  seventy  years  of 
distress  and  despair  came  to  an  end.  Completion 
and  exultation  were  joined  in  a  memorable  event! 

Consider  also  a  third  scene.  Its  setting  is  a  rocky 
hill  at  Jerusalem  five  centuries  after  the  temple  was 
restored.  Jesus  the  Son  of  God  is  there  on  a  cross,  i 
After  many  hours  there  in  racking  agony,  John  re-  ' 
ports  his  final  words  before  death  released  him:  “It  | 
is  finished.”  (19:30)  We  often  interpret  this  state¬ 
ment  as  signifying  completion  of  his  ministry  of  re-  i 
demption  for  mankind,  and  the  plan  of  salvation  is 
completed  in  the  sacrifice  of  Jesus  for  the  sins  of 
all  men. 

*  *  * 

NEXT  WEEK 

We  conclude  this  quarter’s  study  of  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  hope  and  judgment  as  viewed  through  the 
prophesies  of  four  men  of  God:  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel, 
Haggai,  and  Zechariah.  Our  lesson  next  week  will 
concern  “The  Shape  of  Things  to  Come,”  and  is 
based  on  Zechariah’s  message  in  portions  of  three 
chapters. 
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United  Methodist  Musieians  plan  unique  convoeation 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  (UMI)  —  Four- 


Nils  M.  Schweizer 


teen  years  after  his  death,  world-fam¬ 
ous  architect  Frank  Lloyd  Wright  will 
serve  as  a  key  resource  for  the  bien¬ 
nial  convocation  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodist  Musicians  as  they 
meet  at  Florida  Southern  College 
August  5-11. 

The  College’s  west  campus,  designed 
by  Mr.  Wright,  comprises  the  world’s 
largest  complex  of  his  architecture. 

During  a  special  session  on  “Music 
and  Architecture”  Monday  night,  Aug. 
6,  the  participants  will  be  treated  to  a 
walking  tour  of  the  six  major  buildings 
Mr.  Wright  designed.  The  architect’s 
taped  voice  will  describe  each  of  the 
facilities.  Also,  live  music  appropriate 
for  each  of  the  settings  will  be  provid¬ 
ed. 

Before  the  tour,  the  participants  will 
hear  Nils  M.  Schweizer,  an  apprentice 
to  Mr.  Wright  who  came  to  Lakeland 
in  1952  to  supervise  the  construction 
of  the  Florida  Southern  buildings. 


Head  of  an  architectural  firm  known 
as  “The  Environmental  Design  Group”, 
Mr.  Schweizer  is  concerned  for  the 
psychological,  social,  and  aesthetic 
aspects  of  architecture.  He  has  become 
an  active  proponent  of  in-depth  pro¬ 
gramming,  team  approach  to  design 
problems,  and  describes  himself  as  a 
firm  believer  in  “design  as  a  process 
that  is  concerned  with  the  total  created 
environment  of  man.” 

In  addition  to  a  long  list  of  profes¬ 
sionally  related  activities,  Mr.  Sch¬ 
weizer  is  deeply  involved  in  civic  ac¬ 
tivities. 

Florida  Southern  College,  founded 
by  Methodisniin  1885,  is  the  state’s 
oldest  private  college.  Mr.  Wright  once 
said  of  the  campus,  “Every  building  is 
out  of  the  ground,  into  the  light,  a 
child  of  the  sun  .  .  .  the  first  truly 
American  campus.” 

Chairman  of  the  Convocation  plan¬ 
ning  committee  is  the  Rev.  Robert 
Scoggin,  president-elect  of  the  Fellow¬ 


ship  of  United  Methodist  Musicians. 
He  is  minister  of  music  at  Christ  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Rochester, 
Minn. 

President  of  the  1400-member  Fel¬ 
lowship  is  Howard  Coble,  director  of 
Music  at  Wesley  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  High  Point,  N.C. 

The  Fellowship  is  administratively 
related  to  the  Section  of  Local  Church 
Education  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  based  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Executive  director  for  the  fellow¬ 
ship  is  the  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard  who 
also  serves  the  Board’s  Section  of 
Local  Church  Education  as  Consultant 
on  Buildings  and  Equipment. 

Mr.  Gothard  said  details  of  the 
1973  Convocation  would  be  released 
in  several  weeks.  The  last  convocation 
for  the  Fellowship  was  held  in  1971 
at  the  University  of  Houston, 
t 


United  Methodist  leaders  respond  to  Court  ruling  on  abortion 

•  Dr.  Cutler  raises  question; 

"When  does  legal  personality  begin?" 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Reactions 
varying  from  firm  though  tempered 
approval  to  strong  reservations  were 
voiced  by  United  Methodist  leaders  in 
response  to  the  historic  decision  Janu¬ 
ary  22  by  the  Supreme  Court  ruling 
invalid  state  laws  that  prohibit  or  re¬ 
strict  a  woman’s  right  to  obtain  an 
abortion  in  the  first  three  months  of 
pregnancy. 

Several  who  commended  the  deci¬ 
sion  pointed  to  what  they  believe  is 
its  general  consistency  with  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  set  forth  by  the  1970  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  more  extensively  in  two 
documents  adopted  by  the  1972  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  That  position  basical¬ 
ly  is  that  abortion  is  a  matter  not  for 
the  criminal  code  but  for  decision  by 
a  woman,  in  consultation  with  doctors 
or  others  with  whom  she  may  counsel 
before  making  a  decision. 

Those  who  had  questions  or  objec¬ 
tions  pointed  to  problems  and  pitfalls 
of  making  moral  decisions  by  judicial 
or  legislative  action  and  emphasized 
the  importance  of  respect  for  human 
life.  One  said  by  implication  that  if 
“restraint”  had  been  taken  by  Protest¬ 
ants,  in  addition  to  Roman  Catholics, 
the  Court  might  not  have  ruled  as  it 
did. 

Those  commenting  on  both  sides  of 
the  issue,  which  has  been  controver¬ 
sial  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  in  society  in  general,  agreed  that 
the  decision  places  heavy  responsi¬ 
bility  on  the  church.  Some  reactions 
and  comments  of  United  Methodist 
leaders  follow. 

The  Rev,  Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward, 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  Miss  Joyce 
Hamlin,  secretary  for  legislative  affairs 
of  the  Women’s  Division,  both  of 
Washington,  said  in  a  joint  statement; 
“In  declaring  invalid  Aose  state  laws 
which  deny  or  limit  the  availability  of 
abortions  during  the  early  weeks  of 
pregnancy,  it  (the  Court)  establishes 
the  much-needed  national  standards  of 
protection  in  law  for  the  personal  li¬ 
berties  and  right  to  privacy  of  women. 
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It  is  no  business  of  law  to  force  wo¬ 
men  who  “are  experiencing  unaccept¬ 
able  pregnancies  into  undesired  child¬ 
bearing. 

“We  do  not  view  this  decision  as  a 
rejection  of  the  value  of  human  life. 
Rather  it  is  an  acknowledgment  that 
decisions  regarding  abortion  are  es¬ 
sentially  moral  and  medical,  not  legal, 
decisions  which  must  be  made  by  the 
individuals  most  directly  involved  .  .  . 
While  the  Supreme  Court  decision  is  a 
landmark  decision  in  abortion  law  re¬ 
form,  it  cannot  be  seen  as  an  end  to 
the  abortion  debate  or  to  the  concern 
of  the  church  in  this  issue  ,  .  .  There 
is  a  deep  need  for  reconciliation  within 
the  religious  community  and  for  in¬ 
creased  understanding  on  the  part  of 
society  and  individuals  of  the  social 
and  personal  circumstances  which  lead 
women  to  seek  abortion. 

“In  affirming  the  right  of  women  to 
obtain  safe  legal  abortions,  we  do  not 
recommend  reliance  on  abortion  as  a 
method  of  family  planning  ...  It  is 
our  profound  hope  that  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  will  serve  to  stimulate 
renewed  efforts  on  the  part  of  institu¬ 
tions,  both  public  and  private,  to  en¬ 
courage  the  research  needed  to  develop 
more  effective,  safe  and  easy-to-use 
contraceptives,  and  to  make  quality 
family-planning  services  available  to 
all  persons  desiring  them.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler, 
noted  theologian  and  ecumenist,  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  Tex.:  “The  Supreme  Court  has 
decided  it  knows  when  human  life  be¬ 
gins  and  when  it  can  and  cannot  be 
taken  with  impunity.  I  thought  this 
was  more  than  anybody  knew  and 
could  afford  to  decide  as  arbitrarily  as 
this  .  .  .  This  is  a  momentous  thing  . . . 
In  the  resulting  confusion,  it  is  clear 
the  Court  thought  it  knew  what  it  was 
doing.  That  is  what  I  want  to  stress. 
I  doubt  that  the  Court  could  know. 
How  anybody  knows  what  the  Consti¬ 
tution  really  means  on  the  question  of 
when  legal  personality  begins  is  more 
than  I  can  imagine. 


“I  would  suppose  that  the  single 
advantage  is  that  it  moves  the  issue 
from  the  criminal  to  the  medical  do¬ 
main  .  .  .  The  decision  puts  us  in  a 
position  now  where  churches  must  try 
to  make  impact  on  the  question  of 
tenderness  for  life,  or  the  right  of  the 
fetus  to  live.  But  unfortunately  the 
churches  are  in  a  demoralized  state, 
and  I  wouldn’t  expect  them  to  do 
much  in  the  immediate  crisis.  In  the 
long  view,  it  puts  us  all  in  the  dilemma 
of  being  sensitive  to  the  rights  of  in¬ 
fants  and  other  living  beings  and  in¬ 
sensitive  to  the  rights  of  the  unborn.” 

Dr.  Louise  Branscomb,  Birmingham 
(Ala.)  gynecologist  who  introduced 
the  abortion  amendment  into  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Social  Principles  state¬ 
ment  at  the  1972  General  Conference; 
“My  reaction  to  the  ruling  is  favorable. 

I  believe  it  is  the  situation  we  should 
have  had  all  the  time.  The  ruling,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  relieve  the  physician  and 
the  mother  of  the  responsibility  of  con¬ 
sidering  all  the  values  involved.  A  de¬ 
cision  about  abortion  requires  taking 
into  account  the  quality  of  life  for  all 
concerned  —  for  mother,  child,  family 
and  society.  Sometimes  social  and 
mental  factors  can  be  as  important  as 
physical  in  making  a  decision.  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  is  gen¬ 
erally  in  harmony  with  the  position  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  plac¬ 
ing  the  decision,  at  last  for  the  first 
three  months  of  pregnancy,  in  the 
hands  of  mother  and  doctor.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson, 
dean  of  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology  who  has  often  spoken  out 
on  the  abortion  issue;  “The  decision 
represents  a  cheapening  of  human  life 
and  may  have  dire  consequences  in 
the  future  ...  No  answer  has  been 
given  to  the  moral  problem,  but  the 
Court  has  set  limits  on  when  states 
may  deal  with  the  morality  of  abor¬ 
tion.  What  this  shows  is  the  dilemma 
of  a  society  which  tries  to  decide  what 
moral  issues  can  be  decided  by  legis¬ 
lation.  What  it  means  is  that  restraints 
on  early  abortions  depend  on  the  moral 
sensibilities  of  women  and  others  con¬ 


cerned.  The  physicians  become  the 
moral  arbitrators. 

“The  Court  would  not  have  reached 
the  decision,  I  believe,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  permissive  positions  taken  by 
various  Protestant  churches,  positions 
with  which,  for  the  most  part,  I  dis¬ 
agree.  Had  there  been  strong  positions 
of  restraint  taken  by  Protestants,  in 
addition  to  Catholics,  I  think  the  out¬ 
come  would  have  been  different.  1  am 
disappointed  that  one  amicus  curiae 
brief  supporting  abortion  came  from 
the  Board  of  Christian  Social  Con¬ 
cerns  of  my  denomination.” 

Dr.  Katherine  Wilcox,  Traverse 
City,  Mich.,  a  psychologist  who  was 
active  in  an  unsuccessful  campaign  to 
liberalize  abortion  in  Michigan  last 
fall  and  who  served  on  the  1972  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  Christian  Social  Con¬ 
cerns  legislative  committee  which  pro¬ 
duced  a  statement  in  which  abortion 
was  dealt  with:  “The  Supreme  Court 
decision  on  abortion  takes  into  account 
both  rights  of  the  pregnant  woman  and 
the  rights  of  the  fetus.  Neither  is  ab¬ 
solutized.  It  recognizes  that  the  state 
should  make  mandatory  laws  only 
when  the  state  has  compelling  interest. 
Otherwise  laws  should  be  permissive, 
subject  to  the  judgment  and  decision 
of  persons  concerned  .  .  .  This  decision 
limits  laws  to  areas  where  the  state 
has  a  compelling  interest.  It  does  not 
legislate  ethical  standards.  It  still 
leaves  people  free  for  the  responsible 
exercise  of  their  own  conscience.  It 
also  means  that  groups  (including 
some  churches)  that  disagree  may  still 
influence  the  decisions  of  their  people 
on  the  basis  of  education  and  per¬ 
suasion  but  not  on  the  basis  of  legal 
compulsion.” 

The  National  Association  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (comprising  hos¬ 
pitals  and  other  institutions  and  agen¬ 
cies)  in  a  1971  statement  said,  in  part: 
“Abortion  and  sterilization  should  be 
available  only  upon  the  request  of, 
and  with  the  informed  consent  of,  the 
person  most  directly  concerned,  and 
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Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  dies  in  India  where 
he  entered  mission  service  in  1907 
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be  necessary  if  the  Puerto  Rico  Con¬ 
ference  votes  to  become  an  autono¬ 
mous  church,  or  an  affiliate  of  a  united 
church  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Copies  of  the  proposed  amend¬ 
ments  have  been  sent  to  annual  con¬ 
ference  secretaries  by  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Holt,  Dallas,  Texas,  secretary  of  the 
General  Conference,  -The  official  result 
of  the  balloting  will  be  announced  in 
the  autumn  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  sessions  of  the  Mississippi  and 
North  Mississippi  conferences  in  late 
May  will  mark  consummation  of  the 
merger  between  black  and  white  vmits 
in  the  state. 

Some  two-thirds  of  the  conferences 
will  have  a  new  presiding  bishop  for 
a  regular  session.  For  19  of  the  bish¬ 
ops,  it  will  be  the  first  time  they  have 
presided  over  such  a  meeting  since 
their  election  to  the  episcopacy  at  the 
1972  jurisdictional  conferences. 

The  complete  schedule,  by  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  includes: 

NORTH  CENTRAL 

North  Indiana,  May  24-27  at  W. 
Lafayette 

Southern  Illinois,  May  30-June  4 
at  Lebanon 

North  Dakota,  Jime  1-5  at  Grand 
Forks 

Northern  Illinois,  June  3-7  at  De- 
Kalb 

Central  Illinois,  June  4-8  at  Jack¬ 
sonville 

South  Indiana,  June  5-8  at  Bloom¬ 
ington 

Detroit,  June  6-10  at  Adrian,  Mich. 

Wisconsin,  Jxme  7-10  at  Green  Lake 

Iowa,  June  8-12  at  Des  Moines 

South  Djikota,  June  9-12  at  Mitchell 

West  Ohio,  Jtine  10-15  at  Lakeside 

Minnesota,  June  1 1-14  at  Northfield 

West  Michigan,  June  13-17  at  Al- 
hicm 

East  Ohio,  June  18-22  at  Lakeside 

NORTHEASTERN 

New  Hampshire,  May  10-13  at  Leb¬ 
anon 

Baltimore,  May  16-19  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C. 

Peninsula,  May  22-25  at  Dover,  Del. 

Puerto  Rico,  May  23-27  at  Ponce 

Northern  New  York,  May  30-June 
2  at  Malone 

Troy,  May  30-June  3  at  Poultney, 
Vt. 

Northern  New  Jersey,  June  4-6  at 
Madison 

Western  Pennsylvania,  June  6-9  at 
Grove  City 

West  Virginia,  June  6-10  at  Buck- 
hannon 

Wyoming,  June  6-10  at  Scranton, 
Pa. 

Western  New  York,  June  7-9  at 
Houghton 

Southern  New  England,  June  7-10 
at  So.  Hadley,  Mass. 

Southern  New  Jersey,  June  11-14  at 
Ocean  City 

New  York,  June  12-14  at  Bridge¬ 
port,  Conn. 

Central  Pennsylvania,  June  14-17 
at  Selinsgrove 

Central  New  York,  June  17-19  at 
Ithaca 

Eastern  Pennsylvania,  June  19-22 
at  Annville 

Maine,  June  21-24  at  Waterville 

SOUTH  CENTRAL 

Missouri  West,  May  24-27  at  Fay¬ 
ette 


North  Texas,  May  27-30  at  Dallas 
Little  Rock,  May  28-30  at  Hot 
Springs,  Ark. 

Louisiana,  May  28- June  1  at 
Shreveport 

Southwest  Texas,  May  28-31  at 
San  Antonio 

New  Mexico,  May  29- June  1  at 
Port  ales 

Kansas  West,  May  29-June  1  at 
Wichita 

Oklahoma,  May  30-June  1  at  Tulsa 
Missouri  East,  May  31-June  3  at 
Fayette 

Nebraska,  JJune  1-3  Lincoln 
Central  Texas,  June  3-6  at  Ft.  Worth 
Texas,  June  4-7  at  Houston 
North  Arkansas,  June  4-6  at 
Jonesboro 

Northwest  Texas,  June  5-8  at 
Abilene 

Indian  Missionary,  June  8-10  at 
Anadarko,  Okla. 

Kansas  East,  June  8-10  at  Baldwin 
and  October  5-6  at  Emporia 
Rio  Grande,  June  8-11  at  George¬ 
town,  Texas 

SOUTHEASTERN 

Red  Bird  Mission,  May  8-10  at 
Helton,  Ky. 

Louisville,  May  22-25  at  Owens¬ 
boro,  Ky. 

North  Mississippi,  May  23-25  at 
Tupelo 

Mississippi,  May  28-31  at  Jackson 
Alabama-W.  Fla.,  May  28-31  at 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

Memphis,  June  3-6  at  Jackson, 
Tenn. 

South  Carolina,  June  4-8  at 
Spartanburg 

North  Alabama,  June  4-7  at 
Birmingham 

North  Carolina,  June  4-7  at 
Fayetteville 

Florida,  June  5-8  at  Lakeland 
Kentucky,  Jime  5-8  at  Richmond 
South  G^rgia,  Tune  6-9  at 
Columbus 

Western  North  Carolina,  June  6-10 
at  Lake  Junaluska 
Virginia,  Jime  11-14  at  Roanoke 
North  Georgia,  June  13-16  at 
Atlanta 

Holston,  June  13-17  at  Chattanooga, 
Texm. 

Tennessee,  June  20-24  at  Murfrees¬ 
boro 

WESTERN 

Alaska  Mission,  May  31-June  3  at 
Anchorage 

Oregon-Idaho,  June  5-8  at 
S^em,  Ore. 

Califomia-Nevada,  June  6-10  at 
Stockton,  Calif. 

Pacific  Northwest,  June  6-10  at 
Spokane,  Wash, 

Rocky  Mountain,  June  11-14  at 
Denver,  Colo. 

Southern  California- Arizona,  June 
15-19  at  Redlands 
Yellowstone,  June  18-22  at 
Billings,  Mont. 
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their  legal  guardian  if  the  person  is 
under  the  age  of  consent.  No  person 
should  be  compelled  to  undergo,  nor 
a  physician  compelled  to  perform,  a 
procedure  that  would  interrupt  a  preg¬ 
nancy  or  effect  sterilization  if  either 
has  ethical,  religious  or  any  other  ob¬ 
jections  to  such  a  procedure  ...  All 
abortion  and  sterilization  procedures 


NEW  YORK  —  Dr.  E.  Stanley 
Jones,  89,  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man,  one  of  the  best  known  Protestant 
missionaries  of  the  twentieth  century, 
advocate  of  church  unity  and  author  of 
28  religious  books,  died  early  in  the 
morning  of  Jan.  25  at  Clara  Swain 
Hospital  in  Bareilly,  India,  the  coun¬ 
try  where  he  had  given  much  of  his 
life. 

The  popularizer  of  the  Christian 
ashram  (retreat)  movement  and  inter¬ 
national  evangelist  was  taken  seriously 
ill  about  January  22.  He  had  suffered 
a  stroke  in  Dec.  1971,  from  which  he 
had  been  reported  recovering.  In  the 
early  summer  of  1972,  he  returned  to 
India  where  he  first  went  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  in  1907.  Since  his  stroke,  he 
had  preached,  conducted  ashrams  and 
was  at  work  on  his  29th  book  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  His  most  popular 
book  today  is  “Abundant  Living.” 

Dr.  Jones  met  with  presidents,  con¬ 
gressmen,  and  judges,  statesmen  and 
the  military  as  he  tried  to  bridge  the 
gap  between  Christian  profession  and 
Christian  conduct  in  nationjd  and  in¬ 
ternational  affairs. 

Eli  Stanley  Jones  was  bom  in  Bal¬ 
timore,  Md.,  Jan.  3,  1884.  He  was 
educated  in  Baltimore  schools  and  at 
Asbury  College,  Wilmore,  Ky.  He  was 
on  the  facul^  of  Asbury  College  when 
called  to  missionaiy  service  in  India 
under  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  As  did 
most  missionaries  to  India,  he  began 
his  work  with  the  outcastes  and  the 
members  of  the  very  low  castes  of  that 
country.  But  his  message — ^in  which 
he  did  not  make  frontal  attack  upon 
Hinduism  and  Islam,  and  in  which  he 
disentangled  the  Gospel  of  Christ  from 
western  culture  and  that  cultiue’s 
sometime  non-Christian  expressions  — 
attracted  wide  attention  among  high 
castes,  the  intelligentsia,  and  students. 

Soon  he  was  set  aside  by  his  Church 
to  interpret  the  Christian  Gospel  espe¬ 
cially  to  educated  men  and  women.  He 


should  be  performed  by  licensed  prac¬ 
titioners  of  medicine  and  in  a  facility 
meeting  acceptable  standards  of  or¬ 
ganized  medicine  and  hospitals.  The 
National  Association  .  .  .  encourages 
its  member  hospitals  to  take  initiative 
in  eliminating  hospital  administrative 
restrictions  on  voluntary  sterilization 
and  abortion.  Suitable  counseling  ser¬ 
vices  should  be  made  available  to  the 
person.” 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church,  as 
in  the  nation  and  in  many  states,  abor¬ 
tion  has  been  a  subject  of  continued, 
sometimes  intense,  discussion  in  recent 
years. 

The  issue  surfaced  most  dramatical¬ 
ly  first  at  the  special  1970  General 
Conference  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  After 
extended  debate  with  emotion  ex¬ 
pressed  on  both  sides,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  which  included  this  section: 
“That  states  remove  the  regulation  of 
abortion  from  the  criminal  code,  plac¬ 
ing  it  instead  under  regulations  relat¬ 
ing  to  other  procedures  of  standard 
medical  practice.  Abortion  would  be 
available  only  upon  request  of  the 
person  most  directly  concerned.” 

Another  major  step  for  the  church 
came  at  the  1972  General  Conference 
in  Atlanta  when  two  major  documents 


not  only  conducted  great  mass  meet¬ 
ings  in  leading  Indian  cities,  but  he 
inaugurated  “round  table  conferences” 
at  which  Christian  and  non-Christian 
sat  down  as  equals  to  study  the  essence 
of  all  religious  faith.  He  helped  to  re¬ 
establish  the  Indian  “ashram”  (or 
forest  retreat)  as  a  means  of  drawing 
men  and  women  together  for  days  at 
a  time  to  study  “in  depth”  their  own 
spiritual  natures  and  quest,  and  what 
one  or  another  faith  offered  individuals 
and  offered  mankind.  Hindus,  Mos¬ 
lems,  and  many  from  other  Indian 
faiths  or  with  no  faith,  came  to  his 
meetings.  Some  came  to  refute  the 
Christian  Gospel,  or  extoll  their  own, 
or  to  accept  Christ’s  way  of  life. 

One  of  the  few  men  ever  elected  to 
the  Methodist  episcopacy  who  refused 
the  honor.  Dr.  Jones  was  elected  a 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1928.  After  a  night  of  pray¬ 
er  and  consideration,  he  returned  to 
the  conference  the  next  morning  and 
thanked  the  assembly  for  the  honor 
bestowed  on  him  but  said  that  he  had 
surrendered  his  life  to  the  cause  of 
Christian  evangelism. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Mabel 
Lossing  Jones,  Orlando,  Fla.;  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Eunice  Jones  Mathews,  wife 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Washington  Area  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews;  two  granddaughters,  and  a 
grandson^ 

A  memorial  service  is  to  be  held  in 
Dr.  Jones’  native  Baltimore,  with  a 
date  and  place  yet  to  be  announced. 
Dr.  Jones  is  to  be  cremated  in  India 
and  the  ashes  returned  for  burial  in 
the  Bishops’  Lot  in  Mount  Olivet 
Cemetery  in  Baltimore. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  the  fzunily  re¬ 
quests  contributions  to  Clara  Swain 
Hospital,  founded  by  one  of  the  first 
two  Methodist  women  missionaries.  A 
spokesman  said  contributions  may  be 
sent  in  care  of  Bishop  Mathews’  office, 
100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.E.  Washington, 
D.C.  20002. 


set  forth  the  official  position  of  United 
Methodism.  In  contrast  to  the  1970 
debate,  there  was  little  discussion  of 
either  1972  reference  to  abortion,  and 
both  statements  were  overwhelmingly 
adopted. 

The  landmark  Social  Principles 
statement  says  in  part:  “Our  belief  in 
the  sanctity  of  unborn  human  life 
makes  us  reluctant  to  approve  abor¬ 
tion.  But  we  are  equally  bound  to 
respect  the  sacredness  of  the  life  and 
well-being  of  the  mother,  for  whom 
devastating  damage  may  result  from 
an  unacceptable  pregnancy.  In  con¬ 
tinuity  with  past  Christian  teaching, 
we  recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life 
with  life  that  may  justify  abortion.” 

A  comprehensive  statement  on  “Re¬ 
sponsible  Parenthood”  says  in  part: 
“When  an  unacceptable  pregnancy 
occurs,  a  family,  and  most  of  all  the 
pregnant  woman,  is  confronted  with 
the  need  to  make  a  difficult  decision 
.  .  .  Good  social  policy,  it  seems  to 
us,  calls  for  the  removal  of  abortion 
from  the  criminal  code,  so  that  wom¬ 
en  in  counsel  with  husbands,  doctors 
and  pastors,  are  free  to  make  their 
own  responsible  decisions  concerning 
the  personal  and  moral  questions  sur¬ 
rounding  the  issue  of  abortion.” 
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Mrs.  Frank  Lankford  held  a  birthday  party  for 
"Christ”  in  the  parsonage  on  Sunday,  Dec.  17,  for 
members  and  friends  of  Fairview  and  Sweet  Lake 
Churches.  Attending  the  celebration  for  Christ  were 
75-100  children  and  adults.  The  cake  was  inscribed, 
"Happy  Birthday,  Jesus.” 


BULLETIN  GLEANINGS; 

THE  CIRCUIT  RIDER  from  First 
United  Methodist  at  Eunice  recently 
had  this  note  from  the  Rev.  William 
Eubanks  in  the  “Pastor’s  Pen”  column: 

“Last  week  as  the  Rev.  Carey  Mar¬ 
tin  and  I  were  standing  and  looking  at 
his  burned-out  sanctuary  in  Denham 
Springs,  he  told  me  of  a  family  who 
came  by  to  see  the  remains  of  their 
church.  The[vtwo  daughters  began  cry¬ 
ing  because  !;thf;y  did  not  think  they 
would  have,. a  place  for  their,, church 
school  class.  The  father  who  had  been 
inactive,  decided  that  if  the  church 
meant  that  much  to  his  daughters,  he 
would  become  involved. 

“It  is  tragic  to  have  a  church  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  and  leave  a  congrega¬ 
tion  without  a  place  to  worship.  But  it 
is  more  tragic  to  have  a  place  to  wor¬ 
ship  God,  and  adequate, ,  facilities  in 
which  to  study  and  grow  and  have 
fellowship  as  Christians  —  and  not  to 
use  them!  Have  you  been  giving  flimsy 
.excuses  to  God  for  not  coming  to 
church?” 

THE  SHREVEPORT  NORTH 
HIGHLANDS  Church  Newsletter  re¬ 
ported  this  item  about  missionaries 
which  is  of  interest  to  other  churches 
in  Louisiana: 

“Frank  and  Sue  Messenger  and 
family  left  Missouri  on  January  18th 
after  the  two  congregations  of  Camden 
and  Richmond  United  Methodist 
Churches  joined  together  for  a  farewell 
supper  to  wish  them  “Godspeed”  on 
their  mission  to  Rhodesia.  They  will 
leave  New  York  on  the  25th  of  Janu¬ 
ary  by  air  to  the  West  African  coast¬ 
touching  down  at  Dakar,  Senegal, 
Monrovia,  Liberia,  Abidjan,  Ghana, 
Lagon,  Nigeria,  Entebbe,  Uganda,  and 
Nairobi,  Kenya.  After  a  couple  of  days 
in  Nairobi,  they  will  continue  on  to 
their  destination  of  Salisbury,  Rho¬ 
desia.  Their  address  will  be  c/o  The 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Salisbury, 
P.  O.  Box  3408,  Salisbury,  Rhodesia.” 
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NEWS  and  NOTES 

ROBERTS  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  of  Denham  Springs  held  a 
special  Human  Relations  program  on 
Sunday,  Jan.  28,  with  the  Rev.  R. 
Simms  bringing  the  message.  The  Rev. 
C.  Hillard  is  pastor  of  Roberts  Chapel. 

THE  NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
Youth  Workshop  was  held  at  the  Ely- 
sian  Fields  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Saturday,  Jan.  27,  from  9  a.m. 
until  2  p.m.  “The  Church  on  the  New 
Frontier:”  , was  the  topic. 

THE  fcv.  LARRY  ROBERTSON, 
pastor  of  the  Mer  Rouge  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  was  guest  speaker  for 
United  Methodist  Men  in  Crossett, 
Ark.,  on  Monday,  Jan.  29. 

THE  REV.  JOHN  F.  KELLOGG  is 
recuperating  at  his  home.  Route  1, 
Dry  Prong,  La.,  following  31  days  of 
hospitalization.  He  is  pastor  of  the 
Bentley  United  Methodist  Church.  In 
,his  absence,  laymen  are  carrying  on 
the  work  qf  the  church.  Messages  dur¬ 
ing  worship  services  have  been  given 
by,  laymen  and  ministers  assigned  by 
Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  Alexandria  District 
superintendent.  Remodeling  of  the 
church  building  continues.  Nicky 
Thompson  is  lay  leader  and  Jimmy 
Garlington  is  chairman  of  the  Bentley 
Administrative  Board. 

MEMBERS  OF  LITTLE  CREEK 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Archi¬ 
bald,  La.,  had  a  family  night  supper 
and  program  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  20. 
A  Christmas  play  was  presented  by 
the  Beginner  and  Junior  Classes,  di¬ 
rected  by  Misses  Terri  Chapman  and 
Martha  Barmore,  teachers.  Participants 
were  Bubba  and  Cassie  Acklin,  Jeff 
Barmore,  Penny  Johnston,  Rhonda 
Magee,  Dean  Williams  and  Mark 
Sharbono.  The  Junior  Choir  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  McKay. 
The  Rev.  Ray  Spillers,  pastor,  and 
his  family  were  given  an  old-fashioned 
pounding. 
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INEZ  BARNES  TO  PRESENT 
10th  ANNIVERSARY  MUSICAL 

Miss  Inez  Eleanor  Barnes  will  pre¬ 
sent  her  10th  Anniversary  Musical  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  11  at  1:15  p.m.  at  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  “The  Sound  of  Music”  is  her 
theme. 

In  addition  to  the  25  soloists,  choirs 
presenting  special  numbers  include  the 
St.  Thomas  Original  Gospel  Singers, 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Choir,  St. 
James  Methodist  Church  of  Louisiana 
Youth  Choir,  the  Martin  Luther  King 
Singers,  Austility  Street  Baptist  Youth 
Choir,  Dillard  University  Choir,  and 
the  Grace  United  Methodist  Youth 
Choir. 

Rodney  Paul  Mason  will  accom¬ 
pany  on  the  organ  and  Miss  Barnes 
on  the  piano.  The  Rev.  Jeffery  Clar¬ 
ence  Bibbons  is  the  host  pastor, 
t 

CAMPUS  MINISTER  HONORED 
AT  MONROE 

The  students  of  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  at  Northeast  Louisiana  University 
recently  honored  the  Rev.  Jim  Wilson, 
campus  minister,  on  his  birthday.  They 
gave  him  two  books,  Jonathan  Liv¬ 
ingston  Seagull  and  Human  Like  Me, 
Jesus.  The  text  of  a  letter  of  appreci¬ 
ation  stated,  in  part: 

“There  is  no  way  that  we  can  ex¬ 
press  to  you  how  deeply  you  have 
affected  each  of  our  lives.  These  two 
books  are  just  small  tokens  of  our  ap¬ 
preciation  to  you.  We  can’t  help  but 
feel  that  they  are  somewhat  fitting  as 
expressions  of  what  you  have  im¬ 
parted  to  us.  Truly  you  have  shown 
to  us  Jesus  as  a  human  being  and  held 
his  life  up  as  a  reasonable  model  for 
ours.  Also  you  have  encouraged  us  to 
be  Jonathans — reaching  for  something 
higher  and  better — and  that  we  are 
capable,  within  ourselves,  of  that  which 
is  good.  With  all  our  love.  The  Wesley 
Gang.” 

t 

THE  MAGNOLIA  WSCS  of  Green- 
well  Springs  presented  a  program  in 
December  to  which  members  of  sur¬ 
rounding  churches  were  invited.  Par¬ 
ticipants  on  the  program  included  Mrs. 
Paul  Mahaffey,  organist,  Mrs.  Charles 
Bourke,  Mrs.  Howard  Merrill,  Mrs. 
Dan  Snyder  and  Mrs.  A1  Teed,  WSCS 
president.  The  youth,  from  kinder¬ 
garten  to  senior  high,  and  the  choir 
presented  the  Sunday  evening  pro¬ 
gram,  Dec.  17.  A  social  hour  followed 
the  presentations.  The  Rev.  Burl  Dam- 
pier  is  the  Magnolia  pastor. 


LECTURE  SERIES  TO  FEATURE 
DR.  LOUISE  EGGLESTON 

Dr.  Louise  Eggleston,  noted  world 
traveler,  lecturer  and  author,  will  give 
a  series  of  lectures  at  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  on 
Feb.  11,  12  and  13. 

She  will  be  speaking  particularly  to 
the  youth  on  Sunday  at  6:30  p.m.  The 
meetings  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  at 
9:30  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  will  be  open 
to  the  public. 

Mrs.  Eggleston  was  a  leader  in  the 
work  of  Methodist  women  in  Virginia 
before  she  became  involved  in  the 
World  Literacy  Movement  with  Dr. 
Frank  Laubach  and  the  Koinonia 
Foundation,  which  she  heads.  The  lat¬ 
ter  Foundation  is  a  recruiting  and 
training  center  for  those  who  have 
learned  the  power  of  prayer  and  desire 
to  serve  mankind  in  good  neighbor 
programs. 

Mrs.  Warren  M.  Orr  is  chairman  of 
the  Work  Area  of  Evangelism  at  St. 
Luke  Church,  and  states  that  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Mrs.  Eggleston  in  New 
Orleans  is  a  phase  of  the  Key  73  Evan¬ 
gelistic  program.  The  Rev.  Fred  O. 
Shirley  is  the  St.  Luke  minister, 
t 


Broadmoor  Honors  Workers 
At  Appreciation  Banquet 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  honored  its 
teachers  and  church  school  workers 
with  an  “Appreciation "Banquet”  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  30.  The  event  was  held 
in  G.  M.  Amderson  Hall  with  the  meal 
being  served  to  150  persons  by  ladies 
of  the  Women’s  Society. 

Jack  E.  Pankey,,  chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Education  was  emcee 
for  the  affair.  Jeanine  Sessions  had 
charge  of  the  dinner;  Doris  McMillan 
planned  the  program;  Lawrence  Koele- 
may  arranged  the  entertainment;  and 
David  McDonald  led  the-  greeters. 

Expressions  of  appreciation  were 
made  by  Clayton  Watson,  chairman 
of  the  Administrative  Board,  and  Dr. 
Jack  Cooke,  minister.'  ' 

Special  feature  of  the  evening  was 
a  musical  program  of  '4ongs  by  “The 
Notations”  of  Broadmoor  Baptist 
Church,  under  the  direction  of  J.  E. 
Castle.  . 


THE  LAY  SPEAKERS  Training 
School  in  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  Jennings,  is  being  held  in 
February.  Meetings  are  on  Feb.  6,  13, 
20  and  27  from  7:00  until  9:00  p.m. 
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The  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade,  pastor  at  Trinity 
Church,  Jennings,  stands  beside  new  bulletin 
board  recently  presented  by  the  WIT  (young 
adult)  church  school  class  of  that  church. 


Northeast  bishops 
set  emphases 

PITTSBURGH,  Pa.  (UMI)— United 
Methodist  bishops  of  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  have  placed  a  high  priority 
on  the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and 
Self-Development  of  Peoples  and  will 
encourage  several  other  study-action 
programs  this  quadrennium. 

Meeting  here  Jan.  4-5,  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  college  of  bishops,  headed  by 
Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  of  New  York, 
agreed  under  the  peace-self  develop¬ 
ment  theme  to  sponsor  a  workshop  or 
seminar  in  each  episcopal  area,  to  des¬ 
ignate  one  man  and  one  women  in 
each  area  to  work  with  the  project’s 
Coordinating  Committee,  and  encour¬ 
age  support  for  an  adequate  federal 
program  of  aid  for  self-development. 

Other  actions  included  encourage¬ 
ment  for  all  churches  to  study  the  new 
statements  of  Social  Principles  and  of 
doctrine,  and  for  support  of  the  “Key 
’73”  evangelism  movement. 
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The  T.N.T.  (Twenty  ’n  Thirty)  class  of  Grace 
Church,  Ruston,  began  a  study  on  “Family 
Life’  at  recent  bi-monthly  dinner.  Above 
photo  shows  Vernon  Lay,  class  sponsor  and 
Bob  Toburen  in  conversation  with  Dr.  Allan 
Herbert  —  a  resource  person  for  the  series  — 
who  is  associated  with  the  Louisiana  Family 
Plann  ing  program.  Future  programs  will  deal 
with  "Early  Childhood  Education”,  “Health 
of  the  Pre-School  Child”,  and  an  “Interview 
With  Successful  Parents”.  The  Rev.  W.  0. 
Lynch,  Jr.  is  pastor. 
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Shown  above  are  participants  in  Jan.  19-21  Lay 
Witness  Mission  held  at  Kentwood  Church.  Joe 
Solomon  of  Monroe  served  as  coordinator.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  men  shown  here  engaging  in  a  small 
group  session,  and  the  ladies  photographed  in 
foreground  during  lunch  hour,  a  large  group  of 
young  folk  participated.  The  Rev.  Frank  M. 
Stage  is  pastor. 


ABOVE:  Youth  of  Broadmoor 

Church  in  Shreveport  shown 
during  recent  retreat  at  Lone 
Star,  Tex.  as  they  gathered  a- 
round  the  bus  which  they  bought 
and  paid  for  last  year.  Thirty- 
eight  senior  highs  and  four  coun¬ 
selors  made  the  trip  during  the 
Jan.  19th  weekend  -  combining 
fun,  fellowship  and  planning  of 
program  and  projects  for  the  next 
quarterly  period.  Counselors 
included  0.  H.  (Buddy)  Patter¬ 
son,  program  director  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Church;  his  wife,  Joanne, 
senior  high  counselor;  Miss 
Becky  Hurley  and  James  Gil¬ 
lespie,  also  counselors. 


AT  THE 


Ur.  bylvia  Dobu,  New  Uelhi,  India  and  Ur. 
Eunice  John,  Bangalore,  India  (above)  re¬ 
cently  led  a  session  of  the  India  mission  study 
at  First  Church,  New  Orleans.  Both  are  grad¬ 
uates  of  Christian  Medical  College  in  Vellore 
and  are  completing  their  senior  residency  in 
Pediatrics  at  Tulane  Medical  School.  They 
are  frequent  worshipers  at  First  Church. 

t 

BLACK  METHODISTS  FOR 
CHURCH  RENEWAL  PLAN 
ANNUAL  MEETING 
ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMI)  — 
“Strengthening  the  Black  Church”  will 
be  the  theme  of  the  sixth  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  (BMCR)  here  March  8-10, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Cald¬ 
well,  New  York,  national  chairman. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  national 
gathering  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  black  caucus  will  be  Miss 
Theressa  Hoover,  New  York,  top  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  premier  showing  is  scheduled 
during  the  meeting  for  a  new  film  on 
the  black  church.  General  sessions 
will  feature  discussions  on  internation¬ 
al  development,  the  black  colleges  and 
women  in  the  church,  plus  a  presen¬ 
tation  on  Africa.  Work  groups  will 
consider  leadership  training,  preach¬ 
ing  and  evangelism,  education,  com¬ 
munity  involvement,  youth  ministries. 
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Church  leaders  at  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  who  participated  in  groundbreaking  ceremony  fora  new 
sanctuary  preceding  the  10:45  a.m.  worship  service  on  Jan.  21.  (Left  to  right,  seated)  the  Rev. 
John  Shearer,  J.  H.  Kitchens;  (standing)  Charles  Colvin,  Gil  Garrison,  Hap  Martin,  the  Rev.  Ralph 
Cain,  Ruston  District  Superintendent;  the  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  pastor;  Walter  Savage,  lay  leader; 
Clarence  Faulk,  Robert  Mack  Caruthers,  John  E.  Maxwell,  G.  W.  James,  Building  Committee  chair¬ 
man;  J.  C.  Love,  William  Cole,  representing  Southern  Builders;  Mrs.  Hale  Shadow,  Mrs.  Joe  Hin¬ 
ton,  Mrs.  W.  A.  J.  Lewis,  R.  M.  Steere,  Miss  Ruth  Johnson;  (hidden  from  view)  H.  L.  Henry  and 
Bill  Rogers.  ^ 
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Monroe  District 
banqueters  to  hear 
Bishop  Crutchfield 

The  Monroe  District  Board  of  Laity 
has  planned  a  District  Lay  Banquet  to 
be  held  Thursday,  March  8  at  the 
Civic  Center  in  Monroe,  according  to 
W.  L.  Mclintosh,  Monroe  District  lay 
leader.  The  banquet  will  begin  at  7 
p.m. 

Principal  speaker  for  the  evening 
will  be  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 
resident  bishop  for  the  Louisiana  Area. 
In  addition,  there  will  be  musical  en¬ 
tertainment. 

Details  of  the  planning  of  the  ban¬ 
quet  and  other  events,  were  worked 
out  at  a  recent  District  Board  meeting. 

In  other  items  on  the  agenda,  Cecil 
Brewer,  Monroe  District  director  of 
Scholarships,  reported  that  the  drive 
to  raise  the  District  apportionment  of 
$300  was  well  underway,  with  a  cur¬ 
rent  total  of  $266.82. 

The  Key  73  program  was  stressed  in 
a  general  discussion,  following  a  report 
by  the  Rev.  Henry  Bowden  Jr.  of  Ray- 
ville,  who  spoke  of  the  community¬ 
wide  activities  in  his  city. 

W.  L.  McIntosh  presented  a  plan 
for  spot  witnessing  over  radio  by  well 
known  individuals  in  the  general  Mon¬ 
roe  area.  He  suggested  that  this  princi¬ 
ple  of  spot  advertising  as  used  by  com¬ 
mercial  houses  could  be  used  effective¬ 
ly  in  this  manner. 

Plans  are  underway  for  a  lay  speak¬ 
ing  school  to  be  held  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture.  Present  for  the  meeting  were  W. 
L.  McIntosh,  Cecil  Brewer,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Bowden,  Jr.,  Carleton  Johnson, 
Milton  Johnson.  W.  R.  Kitchens,  Herb 
Moffett,  Joe  Solomon  and  Jim  Pichoff, 
secretary. 
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Dallas  pastor  to  head  St.  Paul  seminary 


Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr., 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology,  has  an¬ 
nounced  from  Kansas  City  the  election 
of  Dr.  William  K.  McElvaney  to  the 
presidency  of  that  institution. 

Dr.  McElvaney,  44,  is  a  native  of 
Dallas,  Tex.  and  is  currently  the  pastor 
of  Northaven  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas.  He  has  been  there 
since  1967.  Dr.  McElvaney  is  an  hon- 


FrankUn  Education 
Building  dedicated 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  officiated 
at  the  Service  of  Dedication  for  the 
Education  Building  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Franklin  on  Sun¬ 
day.  Feb.  4.  He  was  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell,  Lafayette 
District  superintendent,  the  Rev.  C.  R. 
McCammon,  pastor,  and  Clay  Terry, 
layman. 

The  building  was  completed  in  1967 
and  the  indebtedness  of  $149,000  was 
liquidated  in  1971. 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Christie  was 
pastor  during  the  planning  period. 
McCammon,  the  present  pastor,  served 
during  the  time  of  construction. 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and 
District  Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Dowell  were  guests  of  honor  at  a 
family  night  supper  during  their  visit 
at  Franklin, 


ors  graduate  of  Southern  Methodist 
University  where  he  took  a  B.B.A.  de¬ 
gree  in  banking  and  finance  and  an 
M.B.A.  in  business  management.  He 
holds  a  bachelor  of  divinity  degree 
with  honors  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  He  has  done  graduate  stud¬ 
ies  at  Union  Theological  Seminary. 
Southwestern  University  conferred  a 
doctor  of  divinity  degree  upon  him  in 
1972. 

Upon  graduation  from  Southern 
Methodist  University  Dr.  McElvaney 
spent  three  years  in  the  field  of  bank¬ 
ing  and  in  the  oil  industry  before  de¬ 
ciding  to  enter  the  ministry.  Since 
1957,  when  he  completed  his  work  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  In  addition  to  his 
present  pastorate.  Dr.  McElvaney  also 
has  served  United  Methodist  churches 
in  Justin  and  Mesquite,  Tex. 

Dr.  McElvaney  is  the  author  of 
“The  Saving  Possibility”  which  was 
published  in  1971  and  “Celebrations 
on  Coming  Alive”  which  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  April  of  this  year.  He  is  co¬ 
author  of  “Christ’s  Suburban  Body.” 
Three  different  national  journals  have 
had  feature  articles  on  his  ministry.  A 
number  of  his  articles  have  appeared 
in  national  publications. 

Dr.  McElvaney  serves  on  the  boards 
of  the  Greater  Dallas  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Texas  Foundation,  and 


the  Texas  Self-Development  Fund  of 
the  Texas  Conference  of  Churches,  as 
well  as  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  boards  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Texas  and  East  Texas  State 
University.  He  was  the  Willson  lectur¬ 
er  at  Southern  Methodist  University 
in  1968  and  the  Slover  lecturer  at 
Southwestern  University  in  1971. 

McElvaney  was  selected  for  the 
presidency  of  Saint  Paul  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees  upon  the  recommendation 
of  its  Selection  Committee  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  Clare  Hayes.  The 
Committee  was  made  up  of  seven  trus¬ 
tees,  two  faculty  members,  two  stu¬ 
dents,  and  two  alumni.  He  comes  with 
the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the 
Selection  Committee  and  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 

P lease  turn  to  page  5 

CHANGES  IN  APPOINTMENT 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  changes  in  ap¬ 
pointment: 

David  R.  Dykes,  deacon  on  proba¬ 
tion,  to  associate,  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  effective  February  1. 

Henry  E.  Pickett,  elder  in  full*  con¬ 
nection,  to  associate,  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  effective  February  1. 

H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr.,  elder  in  full 
connection,  to  St.  Luke’s,  Lake 
Charles,  effective  March  1. 


Matheny  to  address 
Deans  of  Women 

Tom  Matheny,  attorney  at  Ham¬ 
mond  and  Conference  Lay  Leader  for 
Louisiana,  has  been  invited  to  be  the 
principal  speaker  at  a  meeting  of  the  ' 
Louisiana  Association  of  Deans  of 
Women,  to  be  held  during  the  Con¬ 
ference  of  Louisiana  Colleges  and 
Universities  at  Dillard  University  in 
New  Orleans  on  March  2. 

The  subject  for  Matheny’s  talk  is 
“Emancipation'  of  the  18-year  old  — 
Implication  for  Procedures  and  Poli¬ 
cies  on  College  and  University  Cam¬ 
puses.” 

Matheny  is  active  in  numerous  civic 
activities  and  at  various  levels  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  He  is 
serving  as  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Conference  Lay  Lead¬ 
ers  on  the  national  church  level  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Judicial  Council, 
the  top  legal  organization  of  the 
Church;  he  is  active  on  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  district  and  local  levels  in  his 
church  as  well.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
boards  of  directors  of  two  Wesley 
Foundations,  LSU  and  Southeastern  at 
Hammond.  . 


Report  No.  3  for  the  1973  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  Circulation  Campaign  ap¬ 
pears  on  pages  6  and  7.  The  fourth  and 
final  full  report  will  be  published  next 
week.  We  hope  all  of  the  churches  can 
have  their  reports  in  by  this  Friday,  Feb. 
16.  We  appreciate  your  cooperation. 


Members  of  Louisiana 
Migrant  Ministry  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  who  met 
at  Hammond  First  Church 
on  Jan.  31.  (Left  to  right) 
Miss  Elise  Roth;  the  Rev. 
ByrI  Moreland,  pastor  of 
Hammond  First  Church 
and  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee;  Mrs.  Edward  R. 
Thomas;the  Rev.  William 
Fraser,  Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent;  Mrs. 
N.  G.  Cormier,  and  A.  E. 
Howes. 


Migrant  Ministry  Committee  reports 


A  Statement  from  Our  Bishop 

New  Orleans,  La. 

February  6,  1973 

As  everyone  knows  by  now,  the  recent  Supreme  Court  ruling  striking 
down  the  Texas  and  Georgia  anti-abortion  laws  created  a  temporary  storm 
among  segments  of  the  church.  If  one  may  judge,  however,  from  com¬ 
munications  received  here,  he  concludes  that  the  subject  itself  is  not  only 
delicate  but  highly  inflammatory  —  a  phenomenon  I  find  difficult  to 
understand.  However,  in  the  community  of  faith  we  may  disagree  yet 
cherish  the  bond  of  comradeship.  It  is  within  that  bond  that  I  write. 

Unfortunately,  when  the  decision  first  came  through  the  media  to  the 
public,  many  reacted  with  emotion  and  few  bothered  to  read  carefully  the 
decision  itself.  When  one  reads  the  decision  he  observes  that  the  decision 
does  not  grant  the  right  of  abortion  on  demand;  does  not  require  any 
woman  to  have  an  abortion,  does  not  require  any  doctor  or  other  medical 
personnel  to  perform  or  assist  in  performing  an  abortion;  does  hot  prevent 
the  state  from  passing  and  enforcing  regulations  designed  to  protect  mater¬ 
nal  health  after  the  first  trimester  of  pregnancy;  does  not  prevent  the  state 
from  requiring  that  persons  performing  abortions  be  properly  licensed  by 
the  state;  does  not  address  the  question  of  paternal  rights  in  decisions 
regarding  abortion 

The  court  ruling  does  seem  to  lay  primary  emphasis  on  maternal 
health  and  on  responsible  decision-making  during  the  first  three  months 
of  embryonic  life  prior  to  the  time  of  the  generally  defined  fetus  (and 
certainly  much  before  the  time  when  any  fetus  might  exist  outside  its 
mother’s  womb).  The  court  simply  removed  some  abortive  practices  from 
the  criminal  code  and  placed  them  in  the  field  of  health  and  morality. 

The  net  effect  is  that  the  weight  of  decisions  in  such  matters  may 
now  be  thrown  upon  the  individual,  competent  medical  counsel,  and  the 
faith  and  values  of  parties  concerned,  and  not  upon  the  force  of  an  imper¬ 
sonal  law. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruling  opens  the  way  not  necessarily  to  permis¬ 
siveness,  but  to  the  enactment  of  wise  and  creative  laws.  The  old  repres¬ 
sive  legislation,  which  is  now  ruled  invalid,  tragically  forced  the  birth  of 
multiplied  thousands  who  had  impaired  chances  for  a  normal  acceptance 
and  love.  If  the  elimination  of  the  anti-abortion  laws  reduces  the  numbers 
of  these  in  the  future  and  if  the  many  dirty  abortion  mills  in  the  country 
are  put  out  of  business,  then  the  court  decision  could  become  a  landmark 
of  moral  progress. 

Theologically  speaking,  there  is  nothing  in  the  New  Testament  which 
says  that  the  embryo  has  an  inalienable  right  to  be  bom.  Furthermore, 
there  is  no  scriptural  definition  of  the  exact  moment  or  point  of  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  human  personhood  in  the  womb.  In  these  matters,  there  is 
room  for  difference  of  opinion  among  persons  of  good  will,  and  of  course 
for  wide  tolerance  among  those  who  disagree.  Heretofore,  however,  the 
laws  have  seemed  to  suggest  that  the  development  of  an  embryo  takes 
precedence  over  the  life  and  health  of  the  mother.  While  therapeutic 
abortions  have  been  allowed,  the  laws  themselves  have  unwittingly  en¬ 
couraged  desecration  of  human  life  by  being  weighted  against  the  mother. 
The  laws  clearly  have  encouraged  insensitivity  to  moral  responsibility  in 
decision-making. 

The  striking  down  of  the  statutes,  of  course,  opens  the  way  to  abuses, 
but  one  may  question  whether  these  abuses  will  be  as  great  as  those  seen 
under  the  anti-abortion  laws. 

Th  court  decision  also  opens  the  way  for  a  full  public  consideration 
of  the  sacredness  of  all  human  life  and  challenges  the  church  to  teach  and 
reflect  the  purest  and  highest  standards  of  personal  self-discipline  and 
responsible  sexuality.  We  call  for  the  holiest  standards  of  behavior  in 
sexual  life. 

One  other  item  should  be  noted:  the  highest  expression  of  morality 
occurs  when  the  full  powers  of  the 'mind  are  brought  to  bear  on  ultimate 
decisions  the  individual  must  make.  These  decisions  should  never  be  left 
alone  to  blind  biological  processes  set  in  motion  by  undisciplined  feeling, 
but  should  be  informed  by  a  social  conscience  and  faith  in  God. 

The  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court  actually  may  be  supportive  of  a 
stronger  morality.  Nothing  that  I  have  said  here  should  be  construed  as 
an  endorsement  per  se  of  abortion;  rather,  this  statement  is  calling  for  an 
higher  morality  and  stronger  personal  sexual  discipline. 

The  full  position  of  the  Methodist  Church  on  this  subject  may  be 
found  in  the  General  Conference  Minutes. 


The  Louisiana  Migrant  Ministry 
Executive  Committee  met  in  Ham¬ 
mond  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  on  January  31,  1973  to  make 
plans  for  the  1973  program  for  mi¬ 
grants  who  come  into  the  Hammond 
area  to  pick  strawberries  in  March 
and  April. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Howes,  Louisiana  Em¬ 
ployment  Security,  reported  the  straw¬ 
berry  acreage  for  1973  would  be  about 
the  same  as  it  was  in  1972.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  about  the  same  number  of  mi¬ 
grant  workers  will  be  coming  to  the 
area  for  the  harvest.  Many  farmers 
contact  their  own  labor,  therefore  it 
is  difficult  to  determine  the  exact  num¬ 
ber  of  migrants  involved  in  the  har¬ 
vest.  Several  hundred  Spanish  Ameri¬ 
can  workers,  usually  from  the  “Valley” 
in  Texas,  are  expected.  The  Spanish 
American  workers  travel  with  their 
families,  and  after  strawberries  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  they  move  on  to  strawberries 
and  other  crops  in  other  states. 

There  are  about  1900  home  based 
migrants  living  in  the  Hammond  area. 
After  the  strawberry  harvest  they  will 
travel  to  other  states  to  harvest  crops 
then  return  to  their  home  base  in  Oc¬ 
tober  or  November. 

The  Migrant  Ministry  will  seek  to 
meet  some  of  the  needs  of  the  mi¬ 
grants  through  its  chaplaincy  program, 
personal  visitation  and  counseling.  In 
recent  years  the  bed  clothing,  light¬ 
weight  blankets,  sheets  and  pillow 
cases  have  been  especially  useful  to 
the  migrants,  particularly  early  in  the 
season.  They  should  be  sent  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  308  E. 
Charles  St.,  Hammond,  La.  70401  by 
March  15.  Clothing,  especially  chil¬ 
dren’s  shoes  and  clothes,  is  very  use¬ 
ful. 


CONCERNING  OUR 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSONS 

With  the  Sunday  School  lesson 
printed  in  this  week’s  issue,  we 
are  completing  a  series  of  thir¬ 
teen  written  for  us  by  Dr.  Harold 
I.  Woolard,  chairman  of  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  Humanities  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Arkansas  at  Little 
Rock.  Dr.  Woolard,  whose  wife 
is  our  associate  editor,  insisted 
that  he  did  not  want  a  by-line. 
However,  I  am  taking  the  liberty 
of  expressing  our  appreciation 
for  the  excellent  lessons  which 
Dr.  Woolard  has  written  for  us. 

Next  week,  we  will  have  the 
privilege  of  beginning  a  new 
series  of  lessons,  which  will  be 
written  for  us  by  Bishop  William 
C.  Martin. 

A.  A.  K. 


All  kinds  of  kits  are  requested.  They 
prove  to  be  not  only  love  gifts  but 
serve  particular  needs.  Suggestions  for 
the  contents  of  the  kits  are: 

SEWING  KITS:  Needles  and  pins, 
assorted  buttons,  tape  measure,  me¬ 
dium  scissors,  hooks  and  eyes,  or  zip¬ 
per,  thimble,  2  to  4  yds.  material,  (Put 
4  yds.  material  in  some  kits.)  Label 
sewing  kit.  Pieces  of  material  1  yard  or 
more  in  length  are  useful.  Put  in  box 
and  label. 


LETTERS  TO 

CONGRESSMEN  AND  U.S. 

SENATORS  URGED 

Church  Women  United  of 
Louisiana  have  received  a  mes¬ 
sage  from  the  office  of  Jean 
Powers,  director  of  Migrant  Ser¬ 
vices,  which  reads  as  follows: 

“The  survival  of  the  Migrant 
Health  Act  under  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare,  is  in  serious  jeopardy. 
Unless  the  United  States  Con¬ 
gress  approves  legislation  extend¬ 
ing  the  Migrant  Health  Act, 
medical  services  to  migrant  and 
seasonal  agricultural  workers  will 
be  terminated  in  June  1973.” 

The  Committee  requests  all 
concerned  persons  to  “write  a 
strong  and  forceful  letter  stres¬ 
sing  the  crucial  medical  needs  of 
the  migrant  and  seasonal  farm 
workers,  and  the  absolute  neces¬ 
sity  to  extend  the  Migrant  Health 
Act,  and  direct  this  letter  to  your 
Congressman  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  your  U.S. 
Senators.” 


HEALTH  KIT:  Bar  of  soap,  new 
wash  cloth,  small  pack  facial  tissue, 
pocket  comb,  nail  file,  tooth  paste.  For 
adults,  large  tooth  brush;  for  children, 
junior  tooth  brush.  Label  Health  Kits 
Adult  or  Children.  Soap,  tooth  paste 
or  other  items  may  be  sent  separately 
in  boxes.  Label  boxes. 

FRIENDSHIP  KITS:  Small  toys  or 
miniature  games,  small  coloring  book, 
crayons,  tablet  and  pencil,  children’s 
book  or  magazine.  NO  candy  or  gum. 
Label  Friendship  Kit. 

Health  services  are  available  to  the 
migrants  at  the  public  health  units  in 
Ponchatoula,  Hammond  and  Amite. 
They  are  also  eligible  for  services  at 
Lallie  Kemp  Charity  Hospital  in  In¬ 
dependence,  La.  The  Migrant  School 
is  federally  funded  and  administered 
by  the  Tangipohoa  Parish  School 
Board. 

Migrant  Ministry  is  an  Advance 
Special  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
United  Methodist  Church.  Designate 


money  “Migrant  Ministry”  and  send 
to  the  Conference  Treasurer:  Dr.  R. 
Leonard  Cooke,  P.O.  Box  4303, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  pro¬ 


gram  on  the  Migrant  Ministry,  write 
for  a  free  loan  of  slides  and  script  to: 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Thomas,  506  Park¬ 
way  Drive,  Natchitoches,  Louisiana 
71457. 
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The  God  Of  Every  Day 


I  f  called  upon  to  give  a  for¬ 
mal  expression  of  our  faith  in 
God,  most  of  us  could  make  a 
reasonable  statement.  It  might 
not  satisfy  all  theologians,  but  it 
would  be  a  meaningful  expres¬ 
sion.  The  difficulty  is  that  life 
does  not  call  on  us  very  often 
to  give  a  formal  expression  of 
our  faith  in  God,  but  rather  it  is 
in  response  to  experiences  of 
every  day  living  that  we  reveal 
our  concept  of  God.  Now  this  is 
altogether  natural  and  I  believe 
usually  good. 

We  do  not  need  to  invoke  God 
in  some  artificial  manner  when 
we  seek  to  relate  our  lives  to 
Him.  He  is  an  integral  part  of 
every  life  and  the  strength  we 
draw  from  God  comes  as  nat¬ 
urally  into  life  as  the  strength  we 
draw  from  our  daily  meals. 

When  we  take  food  the  body 
transforms  it  into  energy  and 
strength  for  living.  I  like  to  think 
of  God  as  being  so  much  a  part 
of  everyday  life  that  we  draw 
strength  from  Him  in  this  man¬ 
ner.  It  is  good  to  make  God  so 
much  a  part  of  the  flow  of  ev¬ 
eryday  life  that  his  strength  is 
always  available  as  needed,  but 
there  is  another  side  of  the  pic¬ 
ture. 

The  response  that  faith  makes 
to  the  challenge  of  daily  living 
sometimes  reveals  deep  inade¬ 
quacies  in  our  understanding  of 
God.  We  need  to  look  at  our 
lives  and  our  relationship  to  God 
with  the  thought  that  as  we  re¬ 
spond  to  life  it  should  be  in 
keeping  with  our  best  under¬ 
standing  of  God. 

Statements  made  naturally 
and  normally  in  response  to  dai¬ 
ly  experience  give  the  truest  key 
to  a  person’s  understanding  of 
God.  I  have  selected  four  such 
statements  from  the  language  of 
every  day  which  we  use  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  various  experiences  of 
life.  Let  us  look  at  the  God 
which  they  reveal  and  test  Him 
by  our  deepest  understanding  of 
God.  Our  hope  is  that  the  God  of 
every  day  and  the  Living  God 
may  be  one  and  the  same. 

In  the  first  instance,  here  is  a 
person  who  is  exceedingly  happy 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  happi¬ 
ness  says,  “I  am  so  happy  that  I 
feel  sinful.”  You  have  heard  that 
statement,  haven’t  you?  You  even 
may  have  said  it.  Do  we  mean 
by  it  that  God  is  the  enemy  of 
our  happiness?  Is  the  little  boy’s^ 
description  of  God — as  the  kind 
of  person  who  is  always  lurking 
in  the  shadows,  hiding  and  spy¬ 
ing  on  us  to  see  if  anyone  is  hav¬ 
ing  any  fun  so  He  can  put  a  stop 
to  it— the  idea  we  have  of  God? 

Now  our  deepest  understand¬ 
ing  of  God  and  our  relationship 
with  Him  is  not  that  holiness  is 
opposed  to  happiness.  There  is  a 
form  of  so-called  happiness  which 
God  would  stop  because  of  its 
fleeting  nature;  it  is  an  illusion 
which  we  create  through  excite¬ 
ment,  thrill,  and  indulgence.  This 
kind  of  happiness  leads  to  dis¬ 
appointment  and  frustration,  but 
as  we  say  in  one  of  our  modern 
creeds,  “God’s  will  toward  us  is 
always  good.”  Jesus  said,  “1 
have  come  that  you  might  have 


life,  and  that  you  might  have  it 
more  abundantly.” 

God  is  concerned  with  human 
happiness.  As  we  relate  ourselves 
to  Him  in  the  day  to  day  situa¬ 
tions  of  life  it  should  pour  pur¬ 
pose,  strength,  and  meaning  into 
our  living,  reminding  us  that  our 
God  wants  his  children  to  be 
happy. 

Some  other  experiences  and 
the  idea  of  God  which  they  draw 
from  us  are  more  difficult  than 
this  concerning  our  happiness. 
How  many  times  have  we  heard 
the  statement  when  a  person  has 
been  delivered  from  peril  or  dan¬ 
ger,  “God  was  with  me.”  Now  on 
the  surface  this  sounds  like  the 
most  wonderful  thing  that  we 
could  say,  and  if  rightly  under¬ 
stood  perhaps  it  is,  but  there  arc 
some  questions  which  must  be 
faced. 

I  read  the  other  day  of  a  man 
who  had.  survived  an  airplane 
crash  while  most  passengers  had 
perished;  in  an  interview  he  said, 
“God  was  with  me.”  Good,  wc 
covet  such  faith  in  God’s  care 
but  where  was  God  in  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  other  passengers  on 
that  plane  all  of  whom  perished? 

Consider  also  this  man  who 
said  to  me,  “Preacher,  I  was  out 
in  the  field  one  day  when  I  saw  a 
cyclone  heading  for  my  home;  I 
dropped  on  my  knees  and  asked 
God  to  save  my  family.  God  was 
with  me,  the  funnel  lifted  and 
passed  over  my  house  and  didn’t 
strike  for  another  mile.”  How  for¬ 
tunate,  how  good,  but  what  about 
the  family  down  the  road  another 
mile  who  had  no  warning  of  the 
approaching  storm  and  whose 
house  was  destroyed  and  loved 
ones  injured?  Was  God  any  less 
with  this  family? 

I  had  a  friend  whose  life  was 
lost  on  his  second  tour  of  duty 
in  South  Vietnam.  On  his  first 
tour  he  had  participated  in  a 
number  of  dangerous  missions, 
but  he  came  home  without  in¬ 
jury.  When  greeted  by  his  friends 
who  spoke  of  their  gladness  over 
his  safe  return,  his  remark  usu¬ 
ally  was,  “God  was  with  me.” 
When  my  friend  returned  to  Viet¬ 
nam  for  a  second  tour  of  duty, 
he  was  killed  in  an  accident  be¬ 
fore  reaching  combat. 

Where  was  God  on  this  second 
tour?  Is  God  some  capricious  be¬ 
ing  who  one  day  extends  His  fa¬ 
vor  and  the  next  day  withdraws 
it?  We  must  see  that  God  is  with 
us  in  a  deeper  sense  than  any  of 
these  every  day  experiences  and 
the  responses  to  them  indicate. 

The  psalmist  thanked  God  for 
His  presence  when  he  walked 
through  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death.  I  yearn  for  the  sense  of 
God’s  presence  in  my  life  and  in 
every  life,  but  not  just  in  the 
time  of  deliverance  but  in  every 
experience.  I  think  a  truer  under¬ 
standing  of  having  God  with  us 
in  the  day-to-day  situations  of 
life,  is  to  accept  life  with  its  mys¬ 
teries  and  riddles;  the  fact  that 
the  rain  falls  on  the  just  and  the 
unjust,  and  that  in  some  way  God 
permits  accidents  in  His  world. 

The  mystery  of  why  the  good 
suffer  and  the  bad  sometimes 
prosper  is  never  fully  understood, 


but  neither  is  the  mystery  of 
God’s  grace  and  goodness  and  an 
abiding  presence  with  us  when  we 
are  delivered  from  danger  and 
when  we  are  called  to  suffer.  God 
should  be  the  companion  of  ev¬ 
ery  day — the  bad  days  as  well  as 
the  good  days. 

Then  there  is  another  expres¬ 
sion  We  hear  quite  often;  this  one 
also  coming  when  life  is  Very 
happy  for  us,  or  we  have  experi¬ 
enced  some  sudden  and  unex¬ 
pected  good  fortune,  or  we  have 
been  delivered  from  some  par¬ 
ticular  threat  against  our  well¬ 
being.  We  say,  “Thank  our  lucky 
stars.”  Now  what  the  stars  and 
luck  have  to  do  with  life  has  al¬ 
ways  intrigued  man.  I  have 
never  been  ^le  to  see,  however, 
how  a  rational  person  could  get 
hooked  with  the  stars  and  planets 
as  controlling  influences  in  a 
person’s  life;  my  apologies  to 
Jean  Dixon  at  this  point.  I  some¬ 
times  read  her  horoscope  in  the 
paper,  and  if  you  take  her  ad¬ 
vice,  nine  times  out  of  ten  you 
will  be  better  off  regardless  of 
under  which  sign  you  were  born. 
It  is  simply  good  sense  to  do 
most  of  the  things  she  recom¬ 
mends.  I  am  not  talking  about 
this  so  much  as  I  am  the  feeling 
behind  the  expression,  “Thank 
your  lucky  stars.”  It  reflects  a 
sense  of  deep  need  from  within 
our  innermost  being  to  express 
gratitude. 

What  a  transforming  experi¬ 
ence  it  can  be  to  let  gratitude 
flow  out  of  our  hearts  ’  m  re¬ 
sponse  to  living  in  God’s  world 
and  in  response  to  His  goodness 
and  love  for  us. 

Our  text,  if  we  want  to  call  it 
such,  says  we  ought  to  give 
thanks  to  God  in  all  circum¬ 
stances.  We  ought  to  give  Him 
thanks  when  the  sun  is  shining 
and  we  are  happy  and  good  for¬ 
tune  crowns  our  days,  but  we 
shoulcj  also  give  thanks  for  His 
presence  and  strength  in  the 
darkest  hours  of  life. 

Gratitude  —  one  of  the  most 
purifying  and  ennobling  of  our 
emotions  —  but  why  try  to  ex¬ 
press  it  with  “Thank  your  lucky 
stars,”  when,  “Thanks  be  to 
God,”  is  most  appropriate,  if 
there  is  any  goodness  in  this  life, 
and  there  is;  if  there  are  blessings 
to  be  enjoyed,  and  they  are  abun¬ 
dant;  if  there  is  any  strength  and 
undergirding  power  to  keep  us 
in  our  times  of  need,  and  it  is 
there  —  it  all  must  come  from 
God;  whether  we  give  Him  credit 
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or  not,  whether  we  recognize  His 
hand  or  not,  our  gratitude  be¬ 
longs  to  God. 

A  fourth  pressure  of  everyday 
life  that  comes  in  one  fashion  or 
another — if  not  today  then  to¬ 
morrow  or  the  next  day — ^is  the 
knowledge  that  life  is  too  much 
for  our  hands.  We  come  to  a 
time  when  we  need  real  help  and 
whether  we  have  availed  our¬ 
selves  of  God’s  help  in  the  past 
or  not  makes  little  difference  in 
the  direction  our  spirits  take  in 
search  of  assistance. 

When  the  pressure  of  need  is 
great,  most  of  us  will  cry,  “Fath¬ 
er,  help  me!”  A  man  said  to  me 
one  day,  “I  hadn’t  prayed  in 
years,  but  when  I  saw  my  car 
was  about  to  crash  I  instinctive¬ 
ly  cried,  “God  help  me!” 

I  was  visiting  in  a  hospital  one 
day  and  a  lady  who  was  a  total 
stranger  to  me  stopped  me  in  the 
hall  and  asked  if  I  were  a  minis¬ 
ter.  I  introduced  myself  and  she 
said,  “My  husband  is  here  and 
he  is  critically  ill;  we  are  church 
people — that  is  we  belong  to  a 
church,  but  we  haven’t  attended 
in  a  long  time,  but  the  time  has 
come  when  we  need  God,  and 
we  need  Him  desperately.” 

“Yes,  this  something  within  us 
whether  we  have  thought  about 
it  or  planned  it,  just  comes  to 
the  surface  under  pressure  of  real 
need  and  says  “God,  will  you 
help  me?”  You  know  the  wonder¬ 
ful  thing  about  our  God  is  that 
he  never  turns  away  even  this 
occasional  plea;  he  sends  help  in 
one  form  or  another,  but  I  am 
thinking  about  life  not  in  terms 
of  emergency  situations  when  we 
send  out  an  S.O.S.  and  say  “God, 
step  in  now;  I  can’t  manage  my 
life;  you  will  have  to  help.” 

What  I  am  thinking  about  is 
a  reliance  upon  God  every  day. 
So  that  he  is  a  normal  part  of 
our  lives;  a  God  who  is  not  only 
there  for  emergency  situations 
but  in  every  situation — the  God 
who  comes  to  bring  us  happiness 
and  joy  and  who  introduces  us 
into  the  abundant  life;  the  God 
who  is  there  when  we  need  Him, 
who  is  with  us  not  only  in  our 
joys  but  in  our  sorrows — the  God 
to  whom  our  gratitude  flows  out 
continually  because  He  is  the 
source  of  our  life  and  the 
strength  of  our  living;  the  God 
who  helps  us  every  day  in  every 
experience. 

Give  thanks  unto  Him  in  all 
circumstances;  let  Him  be  the 
God  of  every  day. 


Mi 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


A  draft  Code  of  Business  Ethics  is  being  distributed 
among  British  businessmen  by  the  Christian  Assn, 
of  Business  Executives,  a  group  committed  to  ap¬ 
plying  Christian  social  principles  to  modern  business 
life.  The  proposed  code  is  being  distributed  to  as¬ 
certain  the  reactions  of  business  readers  to  the  idea 
of  such  a  code  and  possible  enforcement  measures. 
It  is  believed  that  the  code,  compiled  by  industrial 
sociologist  Simon  Webley,  “would  help  executives 
make  decisions  more  in  accordance  with  their  con¬ 
sciences,  and  would  improve  the  image  of  the  bus¬ 
iness  world,  now  tarnished  in  the  eyes  of  the  young¬ 
er  generation,”  according  to  an  announcement  con¬ 
cerning  the  Consultative  Document. 

American  Baptist  congregations  have  been 
urged  to  sponsor  a  local  Vietnam  war  veteran 
in  an  educational  institution.  “The  rehabilita¬ 
tion  (d  our  returned  Vietnam  veterans  is  a 
primary  concern  of  our  churches  for  the 
1970s,’^  said  Chaplain  Herman  N.  Benner,  di¬ 
rector  of  military  chaplains  and  related  services 
of  the  American  Baptist  department  of  chap¬ 
laincy  services.  In  order  to  ^[Mmsw  a  veteran, 
a  non-profit  organization  must  provide  $600 
support  money  to  secure  $1,200  work-study 
funds  from  the  government. 

In  a  statement  on  the  recent  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
decision  on  abortion,  the  leadership  of  the  Church 
of  lesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  (Mormon)  has 
charged  that  “abortion  must  be  considered  one  of 
the  most  revolting  and  sinful  practices  in  this  day 
,  .  .  .”  “The  Mormon  Church  opposes  abortion” 
the  statement  says,  “and  counsels  its  members  not 
to  submit  to  or  to  perform  an  abortion,  except  in 
the  rare  cases  where  —  in  the  opinion  of  competent 
medical  counsel  —  the  life  or  good  health  of  the 
mother  is  seriously  endangered  and  where  the  preg¬ 
nancy  was  caused  by  rape  and  produces  serious 
trauma  in  the  mother.” 

Only  four  of  168  congregations  in  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Diocese  of  Virginia  reported  in  a  diocesan 
survey  that  they  want  to  continue  using  the  new 
trial  worship  services  proposed  for  experimen¬ 
tation  by  the  denomination.  Neariy  all  favor  re¬ 
turning  to  the  1928  version  of  their  Book  of 
Conunon  Prayer,  the  poll  showed.  The  denom¬ 
ination  expects  to  decide  by  1975  or  1976 
(m  a  final  fmm  for  the  revised  book  of  litur¬ 
gies,  based  on  the  reactions  to  the  trial  services 
by  parishes  and  dioceses. 

A  growing  problem  for  society  is  “peripheral  dis¬ 
honesty,”  typified  by  the  attitude,  “Why  work  when 
you  can  rip  off  the  public  purse?”  a  United  Church 
of  Canada  clergyman  told  his  Toronto  congrega¬ 
tion.  Dr.  A.  Leonard  Griffith  told  worshippers, 
“most  people  are  appalled  by  outright  thievery,  yet 
they  believe  that  certain  things  are  fair  game.”  Such 
people  believe  that  the  man  who  “rips  off’  some¬ 
thing  from  the  government,  or  his  employer,  or  big 
business  without  being  caught,  isn’t  dishonest,  “he’s 
just  being  smart.” 

Peace  in  the  world  will  come  not  through  force 
m*  legislation  “but  by  following  the  course  (d 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  Jesus  Christ,”  Harold  B. 
Lee,  leader  of  the  world’s  three  million  Mor¬ 
mons,  told  participants  in  a  national  prayer 
breakfast  'observance  at  Hill  Air  Force  Base, 
Ogden,  Utah.  Lee  said  peace  starts  with  “right¬ 
eousness  in  the  heart”  which  brings  “love  in 
the  home”  and  “harmony  in  the  nation  .  .  .  .” 
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President  Nixon,  in  his  budget  for  the  next  fiscal 
year,  has  proposed  tax  credits  that  would  benefit 
parents  of  non-public  school  students.  During  the 
first  year,  if  the  plan  were  approved,  the  federal  in¬ 
come  tax  credit  program  aiding  all  private  and  pa¬ 
rochial  school  parents  —  mostly  Roman  Catholic  — 
would  cost  the  federal  government  about  $300  mil¬ 
lion  in  income  tax  deductions.  If  fully  implemented, 
it  could  run  about  $600  million  a  year,  according 
to  analysts.  The  proposal,  which  would  apply  to 
half  the  cost  of  tuition  and  fees  up  to  $200  a  year 
per  student,  is  similar  to  a  bill  proposed  by  Rep. 
Wilbur  Mills  (Ark.)  and  Rep.  Hugh  Carey  (N.Y.) 
and  passed  last  Sept,  by  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee. 

Seemingly  overnight,  words  such  as  “zen,”  “yo¬ 
ga,”  “transcendental  meditation,”  have  become 
a  familiar  part  of  the  American  vocabulary  — 
even  thou^  very  few  people  really  know  what 
they  mean,  wrote  Tammy  Tanaka  of  Reli^ous 
News  Service.  Following  interviews  with  pMos- 
ophers  and  clergymen,  she  said  many  expressed 
the  feeling  that  America  would  be  getting  — 
and  would  greatly  benefit  from  “a  good 
shot  of  Eastern  philosophy  that  wonld  instill 
in  Americans  the  values  of  quiet  and  contem¬ 
plation.  Noted  were  indications  that  devotees 
of  Eastern  religions  do  not  continue  the  prac¬ 
tice  very  long.  The  underlying  theme  which  ran 
through  all  the  comments,  however,  was  that 
the  current  interest  in  Eastern  religions  was 
only  one  of  the  symptoms  of  a  greater,  and 
worldwide,  spiritual  awakening  —  the  “break¬ 
ing  throng”  of  a  new  spiritual  consciousness. 

Many  “Old  First  Churches”  in  central  city  business 
districts  will  “not  survive  the  decade  of  the  Seven¬ 
ties,”  according  to  the  conclusions  of  Dr.  Ezra  E. 
Jones  of  the  United  Methodist  Bd.  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  staff,  and  Dr.  Robert  L.  Wilson,  who  is  af¬ 
filiated  with  Duke  University’s  Ormond  Center  for 
Research,  Planning  and  Development.  Following  a 
three-year  study  of  150  such  churches  in  130  cities, 
the  team  said:  “A  loyal  supporting  membership  base 
that  can  provide  leadership  for  the  church’s  pro¬ 
gram  is  essential.”  As  downtown  areas  decline  in 
importance  as  retail  or  residential  centers,  they  said, 
churches  find  it  difficult  to  recruit  members.  “Sec¬ 
ond  Churches”  just  outside  central-city  areas  have 
all  the  problems  and  few  of  the  assets  of  “Old  First 
Churches,”  the  report  stated. 

A  movement  to  get  the  Genesis  story  of  crea¬ 
tion  back  in  Alberta  (Canada)  school  curricu¬ 
la  is  drawing  considerable  public  support,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Neil  Unruh,  a  Christian 
and  Missionary  Alliance  Church  pastor  who  is 
chairman  of  t^  Committee  for  a  True  Educa¬ 
tion  —  formed  last  year.  He  said  capacity  an- 
diences  attended  two  public  rallies  covering  the 
issue  and  nine  more  rallies  are  planned.  Impe¬ 
tus  for  the  movement,  Unruh  said,  came  from 
a  7th  grade  girl  who  brought  home  a  social 
studies  textbook  that  shocked  him  with  its  in¬ 
accuracies.” 

Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield  (Ore.)  warned  some  3,000 
persons  attending  the  Nat’l.  Prayer  Brealdast  in 
Washington,  D.C.  that  “events  such  as  this  prayer 
breakfast  contain  the  real  danger  of  misplaced  al¬ 
legiance  if  not  outright  idolatry  to  the  extent  that 
they  fail  to  distinguish  between  the  god  of  civil  re¬ 
ligions  and  the  God  who  reveals  himself  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  in  Jesus  Christ.”  The  senator  said, 
“If  we  as  leaders  appeal  to  the  god  of  civil  religion, 
then  our  faith  is  in  a  small  and  exclusive  deity,  a 
loyal  spiritual  Advisor  to  power  and  prestige,  a  De¬ 
fender  of  only  the  American  nation,  the  object  of  a 
national  folk  religion  devoid  of  moral  content.” 

The  Minnesota  4-H  Club  organization  and  the 
Minnesota  Council  of  Churches  have  joined  to 
sponsor  a  program  of  exchange  visits  between 
urban  and  rural  and  Indian  young  people.  The 
Friendship  Visits  program  will  he  administered 
under  the  direction  of  Daniel  Lindsey,  a  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Minnesota  professor  and  Youth  de¬ 
velopment  staff  member  of  the  Agricultural  Ex¬ 
tension  Service. 


Some  250,000  Scripture  portions  were  produced  for 
the  Rumanian  Orthodox  Church  during  1968-72, 
more  than  three  times  the  number  going  to  that 
Communist  country  in  1945-68,  according  to  a  re¬ 
port  by  United  Bible  Societies  in  London.  This 
phenomenal  growth  is  considered  a  “breakthrough” 
for  Scripture  production  in  the  country  whose  pres¬ 
ident,  Nicolea  Ceausecu,  has  frequently  stressed  a 
need  to  “increase  and  intensify  atheistic  propagan¬ 
da.” 

Benjamin  L.  Hooks,  a  member  of  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission,  was  introduced 
at  the  30th  annual  convention  of  Nat’l.  Relig¬ 
ious  Broadcasters  at  the  Washington  Hilton,  by 
FCC  chairman  Dean  Burch  as  “first  an  attor¬ 
ney,  then  an  ordained  minister,  and  then  a 
black  man.”  Hooks,  the  newest  member  of  the 
seven-member  FCC,  addressing  the  broadcast¬ 
ers,  said:  “When  patriotism  is  on  the  decline 
in  this  co'Untiy'  and  many  are  afraid  to  speak 
out  for  God,  you  (broadcasters  of  religious  pro¬ 
grams)  are  called  on  to  proclaim  this  glorions 
message  of  salvation.  If  you  feel  you  have 
something  nnique,  different  and  valuable  to  of¬ 
fer,  then  you  have  an  obligation  to  proclaim  it, 
and  you  ought  not  be  afraid  to  do  so.” 

“Peace  does  not  just  happen,”  said  Dr.  David  W. 
Preus,  acting  president  of  the  American  Lutheran 
Church,  “It  requires  thoughtful,  compassionate, 
self-effacing,  sacrificial  effort  from  all  persons  of 
goodwill.  The  unbridled  pursuit  of  personal  privi¬ 
lege  will  never  bring  peace  to  the  human  family.” 
Dr.  Preus,  quoting  President  Nixon’s  statement  that 
“ending  the  war  is  only  the  first  step  toward  build¬ 
ing  the  peace,”  urged  all  American  people  “to  put 
as  much  energy  into  winning  the  peace  as  we  did 
waging  war.” 


WACO,  Texas  -  When  UCLA  made  college 
basketball  history  by  defeating  Notre  Dame 
and  thus  winning  its  61st  straight  victory, 
coach  John  Wooden  was  probably  clutching  a 
little  cross  in  his  hand.  He  has  done  this  at 
all  of  the  UCLA  games  since  he  became  its 
coach.  That  cross  is  more  than  a  “good-luck 
charm”  for  the  Disciples  of  Christ  layman.  It 
symbolizes  something  that  is  more  important 
to  him  than  any  basketball  championship. 
“There  is  only  one  kind  of  a  life  that  truly 
wins,  and  that  is  the  one  that  places  faith  in 
the  hands  of  the  Savior,”  Wooden  says  in  his 
autobiography.  They  Call  Me  Coach,  published 
by  Word  Books  in  Waco,  Tex.  Written  in  col¬ 
laboration  with  Jack  Tobin,  Los  Angeles  cor¬ 
respondent  for  Sports  Illustrated,  the  book  con¬ 
tains  a  wealth  of  information  on  the  private 
thoughts  and  beliefs  of  one  of  the  winningest 
coaches  in  basketball,  or  indeed,  sports  his¬ 
tory.  (RNS  photo) 
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Seventeen  ministers  to  conduet 
“We  Care”  Mission  in  Springhill 


The  Rev.  Carey  Martin,  at  left,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Denham  Springs,  is  shown  receiv¬ 
ing  a  check  for  $729.34  from  the  Rev. 
George  Ross,  pastor  of  the  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  as  a  gift  from  the  Broadmoor 
Church  to  help  rebuild  the  sanctuary 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire  Jan.  13. 
They  are  shown  standing  in  front  of 
the  burned  sanctuary. 
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tees.  He  became  the  second  president 
of  Saint  Paul  immediately  upon  his 
election,  and  will  take  up  his  duties  on 
a  full-time  basis  on  April  2,  1973.  He 
succeeds  Dr.  Don  W.  Holter,  the  first 
president  of  Saint  Paul,  who  was 
elected  a  Bishop  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  last  July  and  assigned  to 
the  Nebraska  Area. 

Dr.  McElvaney  brings  both  profes¬ 
sional  business  and  pastoral  experience 
to  the  presidency  of  Saint  Paul.  His 
record  at  each  of  his  appointments  in¬ 
dicates  strong  executive  ability  coupled 
with  deep  commitment  to  the  local 
church  and  its  mission. 

The  new  Saint  Paul  president  is 
married  to  Frances  Owens.  The  Mc- 
Elvaneys  have  two  children,  a  daughter 
Shannon,  age  8,  and  a  son  John,  age 
5. 

Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  is  a 
three-year  graduate  school  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  responsible 
for  preparing  persons  for  the  practice 
of  ministry.  It  has  a  student  enrollment 
of  145  persons  representing  10  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations.  There  are  21 
full-time  faculty  members.  Saint  Paul 
has  graduated  450  persons  who  now 
serve  throughout  the  continental  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  abroad.  More  than  65 
percent  of  its  alumni  are  currently 
serving  congregations  in  Missouri, 
Kansas,  and  Nebraska. 

t 

A  SUB-DISTRICT  UMYF  Sweetheart 
Banquet  was  held  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Lafayette  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  Feb.  10.  Host  pastors  are  the 
Rev.  Jerry  A.  Means  and  the  Rev. 
Rick  Hebert,  associate. 

THE  REV.  DAN  TOHLINE  of  Jones¬ 
boro  is  speaking  on  Radio  Station 
KTOC  each  morning  Feb.  12  through 
16  at  9:15  o’clock. 


The  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  will  serve  as  co¬ 
ordinator  for  a  Ministers’  “We  Care” 
Mission  planned  for  Feb.  19,  20  and 
21  at  Springhill  United  Methodist 
Church,  according  to  the  Rev.  George 
Harkins,  pastor. 

Seventeen  ministers  are  scheduled  to 
arrive  in  Springhill  on  Monday,  Eeb. 
19th  “to  share  and  to  witness  to  God’s 
love  and  his  meaning  in  their  lives,” 
Harkins  said.  Participating  ministers 
will  include,  in  addition  to  Superin¬ 
tendent  Cain,  the  following: 

Joe  W.  McClain,  Amite;  Carey  Mar¬ 
tin,  Denham  Springs;  Robert  L.  Pot¬ 
ter,  Shreveport;  Ira  Robinson,  Welsh; 
Odell  Simmons,  DeRidder;  Deen 
Thompson,  Lake  Charles;  Gilbert 
Wade,  Colfax;  JackWinegeart,  Haynes- 


DR.  ROBERT  F.  DYER  reviewed 
Carl  Meninger’s  “The  Crime  of  Pun¬ 
ishment”  for  the  Book  Club  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Members  and  guests  heard  the 
review  on  Sunday,  Feb.  11  at  6:30 
p.m.  The  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow  is  the 
First  Church  minister. 

t 


The  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  was  elected 
president  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  January, 

Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  New  Or¬ 
leans  District  Superintendent  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  installed 
as  vice-president  in  charge  of  the  Pro¬ 
gram  Division. 

Dr.  David  E.  Mason  serves  the 
Federation  as  executive  secretary.  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Landis  is  the  retiring  president. 

Mr.  Crichlow  has  stated  that 


ville;  Donald  Cottrill,  Shreveport;  War¬ 
ren  Blakeman,  Alexandria;  Tom 
Crosby,  Maplewood;  Conrad  P.  Ed¬ 
wards,  Hosston;  Dave  Felder,  Alex¬ 
andria;  Bill  Fraser,  Hammond;  De- 
Witt  Ginn,  Bossier  City,  and  Jack 
Shaw,  Ruston. 

The  host  minister  has  issued  an  in¬ 
vitation  for  all  interested  persons  to 
take  part.  The  Mission  will  begin  on 
Monday  afternoon,  and  a  Witness 
Service  will  be  held  at  7  p.m.  that 
evening  for  all  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  On  Tuesday  each  minister 
will  visit  several  church  families,  and 
that  evening  another  Witness  Service 
will  be  held.  The  Mission  will  close 
Wednesday  afternoon. 

t 


THE  LAKEVIEW  UMYF,  junior  and 
senior  high  divisions,  held  a  Sweet¬ 
heart  Banquet  on  Saturday,  Feb.  10. 
Guest  speaker  was  Mrs.  Nelwyn  Bick- 
ley,  instructor  of  English  at  Northeast 
Louisiana  University  at  Monroe.  Pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Lakeview  Church  in  Minden 
is  the  Rev.  Louis  Coppage. 

t 


“Through  new  re-organizational  steps 
being  put  into  effect,  the  Federation 
will  be  able  to  do  vital  and  effective 
services  that  will  help  persons  at  points 
of  genuine  need.”  Dr.  Mason  an¬ 
nounced  that  16  products  would  be 
carried  over  from  1972  and  expanded 
and  that  38  new  projects  would  be 
undertaken. 

The  Federation’s  Ecumenical  Lunch¬ 
eon,  to  be  held  Sunday,  Feb.  1 1  at  the 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary,  will 
have  as  the  speaker  E.  L.  “Bubba” 
Henry,  Speaker  of  the  State  House  of 
Representatives  and  Chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Constitutional  Convention. 


WHAT  TO  DO  ABOUT 

OBSCENITY  IN  MOVIES  AND 
TELEVISION 

A  recent  article  in  “The  Cable,” 
the  official  newsletter  of  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches, 
listed  addresses  of  government  officials 
and  television  network  executives  who 
may  be  contacted  regarding  objections 
to  certain  motion  pictures  and  tele¬ 
vision  programs. 

An  organization  in  Louisiana  named 
“Morality  in  Media  of  Louisiana,  Inc/’ 
advised  that  for  motion  pictures,  the 
addresses  in  Louisiana  are: 

Gerald  Gallinghouse,  U.  S.  Attor¬ 
ney,  Justice  Department,  500  St. 
Louis  Street,  New  Orleans,  La.  70130; 

William  Guste,  Attorney  General, 
State  Capitol,  P.  O.  Box  44005,  Bat¬ 
on  Rouge,  70804; 

Your  L^cal  Mayor. 

Concerning  television  programs,  the 
following  names  were  obtained  from 
Morality  in  Media  with  the  recom¬ 
mendation  that  you  “watch  and  write, 
praise  or  protest”: 

Mr.  Robert  Wood,  CBS-TV,  51  W. 
52nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10019; 

Mr.  Don  Durgin,  NBC-TV,  30 
Rockefeller  Plaza,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
10020; 

Mr.  James  E.  Duffy,  ABC-TV,  1330 
Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York, 
N.  Y.  10019. 

In  your  local  city,  write  to  your  lo¬ 
cal  television  station. 

In  addition,  you  might  send  a  copy 
of  your  letter  to  the  sponsor  of  the 
program  and  a  copy  to:  Morality  in 
Media  of  La.,  Inc.,  Box  8089,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70122, 
t 


THE  REV.  ED  HAUG,  retired  and 
living  in  Sulphur,  was  guest  preacher 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church  at 
Crowley  on  Sunday  morning,  Feb.  4. 
The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  pastor,  was 
attending  the  dedication  of  the  Abbe¬ 
ville  Church  education  building. 

t 


(From  left)  Mrs.  Hubert  A.Gibbs,  the 
Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  St.  Luke’s 
pastor,  and  Mrs.  Maxine  Watkins  are 
the  teachers  in  a  Church  School  Lab 
composed  of  people  from  Christ 
Church,  Cedar  Grove,  Caddo  Heights, 
Summer  Grove,  and  St.  Luke’s 
churches— all  in  South  Shreveport. 
Some  80  children,  youth  and  adults 
are  taking  part  in  17  hours  each  of 
instruction  and  evaluation,  in 
classes  conducted  Jan.  28,  29 

and  Feb.  4,  11,  and  which  will 

conclude  Sunday,  Feb.  18. 


Among  new  officers  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches  are  (from  left,  seated)  Dr.  David  Mason,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Federation,  and  corporate  secretary;  the  Rev.  Robert  Crich¬ 
low,  president;  (standing)  the  Rev.  Malcolm  Hoffman,  pastor  of 
Christ  the  King  Lutheran  Church,  elected  vice  president  in  charge 
of  the  1973  Forward  Together  Thrust;  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  Mew 
Orleans  District  superintendent,  vice  president  in  charge  of  the  Fed¬ 
eration  program  division. 

Crichlow  president  of  Church  Federation 
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New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


O-  ■ 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Tangipahoa -Pine  Ridge: Van  Horn  2 

16 

18 

Pioneer  -Forest:Jordan 

4  '  " 

ni’r'ff 

4 

Vamado -Angie:Wood 

7 

7* 

Ravville -Holly  RidHe;Bowdon 

7 

23 

30 

Alexandria -First^loane 

2 

46 

1 

49 

Walker -Mangum  -Friendship: 

St.  Andrew’s -Bartholomew:Patton  6 

21 

27 

Hors  eshoe  :Blakeman 

18 

10 

28 

Davis 

7 

12 

3 

22 

St.  Joseph -Wesley 

9 

9 

Newman -St.  Mark:Perry 

3 

16 

9 

28 

Totals 

97 

487 

8 

592 

Tallulah  :Corley 

2 

15 

17 

TrinityrFelder 

9 

11 

20 

Waterproof  -Clayton  :Mayo 

2 

13 

1 

16 

Wilton  -Wesley  :Harry 

15 

15 

West  Monroe -Brownville- 

Bentley  rKellogg 

4 

4** 

Woodlawn:Coody 

6 

21 

27 

Ball -Clear  Creek -Springhill; 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Claibome-Wilhite:Lowe 

1 

5 

6 

Butterfield 

5 

7 

12 

First;Peyton 

29 

28 

57 

Boyce  -Lahey-Sieper  tPinkard 

4 

18 

22* 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island:Taylor 

,7 

7 

Wisner:St.  Amant 

1 

21 

22 

Bunkie -David  Haas -Evergreen- 

Berwick  :Howes 

4 

12 

16 

Totals  187 

429 

3 

619 

White’s  :Hall 

4 

29 

33 

F  rankl  in  :M  cCam  m  on 

4 

48 

52 

Ferriday  -Clayton  ;Cunningham 

7 

19 

26 

Golden  Meadow -Grand  Isle: 

Glenmora-Fellowship-Forest 

Fairley 

13 

13 

26 

HilLStegall 

9 

9 

Houma:Gain 

4 

60 

64 

NATCHITOCHES  DISTRICT 

Jena-Nolley  -Belah:Blakely 

16 

24 

40 

Houma  Hts -Clanton -Dulac: 

Lottie -Rosedale -New  RdsrBurlew 

16 

16 

Roundtree 

9 

9 

18 

Bienville -Mill  Creek -Strange: 

Marksville  -Oakgrove  -Simmsport: 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan:Davis 

7 

21 

28 

Hodges 

6 

14 

1 

21 

Lee 

6 

18 

24 

Jeanerette-McGowen-Lydia;Ross  1 

8 

9 

Castor:Willis 

1 

11 

12 

Melville  -Palmetto :Smith 

2 

11 

13 

Lafayette  -Asbury :  Caraway 

27 

27 

Coushatta -Wesley  :Carroll 

5 

13 

18 

Olla-Tullos  :Robinson 

1 

28 

29** 

Davids  on  :Putm  an 

1 

6 

7 

Hodge -Dodson -New  Hope:Mead 

1 

28 

29 

PinevUle  :Walton 

22 

81 

103** 

First:Means 

12 

32 

44 

Jones  boro:Tohline 

10 

28 

1 

39 

PI.  Grove:Felder 

4 

1 

5 

Mathews  -LaGr  ange  -Lockport  - 

Lees vUle -Holly  Grove :Risinger 

5 

24 

1 

30 

Pollock  -Selma  -Liberty  Chapel : 

Raceland  :Martin 

6 

6 

Logansport  -BetheLWilson 

6 

31 

37 

Dill 

4 

16 

20 

New  Iberia :Flurry 

5 

22 

27 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane:Pickens 

3 

17 

20 

Sicily  Island -Harrisonburg; 

Patters  on -Bayou  Vista;Sherman 

3 

20 

23 

Wesley -Shady  Grove  :Thomas 

1 

1 

Hughes 

1 

25 

26 

St.  Martinville-Mallalieu -Briggs; 

Many -Bayou  Scie:Sirman 

6 

126 

132**** 

Trout  -Eden  -Urania ;Matthews 

4 

32 

36** 

Wesley 

13 

13 

Montgomery -Mt.  Zion-Atlanta- 

Vidal  ia  :Bengts  on 

2 

13 

15 

Thibodaux-Vacherie  -Gibson: 

St.  Maurice :Milem 

5 

40 

45**** 

Totals 

no 

452 

TT 

573 

Jones 

28 

32 

1 

61** 

Natchitoches  :Blount 

28 

50 

5 

83 

Totals 

91 

336 

1 

428 

Oak  Grove -Campti;Howell 

1 

1 

PI.  Hill -Mitchell -Pelican: 

Constable 

2 

28 

30** 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT" 

Ringgold -Grand  Bayou.’Willis 

8 

39 

47** 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Zwolle -Converse -Noble  :Crammer  8 

19 

27** 

Baton  Rouge -Broadmoor:Ross 

21 

84 

105 

Totals 

94 

470 

8 

572 

Camphor  :Calvin 

5 

15 

20 

Cameron -Grand  Chenier: 

FirstiDawson 

80 

80 

Robertson 

4 

24 

28** 

Istrouma:Wall 

53 

47 

100 

Church  Pt.  -Maxie-PitrevUle; 

JeffersontLilly 

6 

14 

20 

Deen 

13 

13 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

North  Baton  Rouge  •.Carter 

7 

11 

1 

19 

DeQuincy:Terry 

4 

13 

17 

Bethel  -Magnolia rDanpier 

6 

22 

28 

DeRidder-First:Simmons 

249 

39 

288**** 

New  Orleans -Algiers  :Townsend 

6 

9 

15 

Blackwater.'BIakely 

13 

17 

30 

WesIey-Merryville:Blackwood  1 

11 

12 

Aurora:Rickey 

7 

13 

20 

Clinton -Mt.  Zion -St.  PauLEnnis  6 

1 

7 

Hopewell  :Mal  one 

3 

30 

33**** 

Carroll  ton:McKeithen 

3 

22 

25 

Clinton -Qear  Creek -Wall  Mem: 

El  izabeth  :M  al  one 

14 

10 

24**»» 

Elysian  Fields  :Bergeron 

1 

6 

7 

Nance 

7 

35 

42* 

Pine  Grove;Malone 

3 

1 

First:Crichlow 

6 

52 

1 

59 

Deerford:Wilkes 

5 

13 

18** 

Elton  -Basile:Marcel 

1 

17 

1 

19 

Grace  :Bibbon8 

7 

7 

Denham  Spgs:Martin 

24 

13 

3 

40 

Eunice -VUle  Platte  :Eubanks 

4 

34 

38 

Gretna  :Harbuck 

1 

1 

Donalds  onvUle  :Kimble 

5 

3 

1 

9 

Fairview  -Sweetlake  ;Lankford 

8 

20 

1 

29 

Jefferson -St.  John:  Walker 

2 

7 

9 

Grand  River;01dham 

6 

6 

Iowa  -Bell  City  -Hayes  :Sayes 

2 

20 

22 

LaHarpe  ;Douglas 

3 

3 

6 

Jackson -Ethel  :Carter 

2 

10 

12 

Jennings  -Trinity:Lapuyade 

4 

13 

17** 

Lake  Vista:Alverson 

2 

5 

1 

8 

Live  Oak:Collins 

1 

6 

7 

Kinder  -Oberl  in:Henkel 

1 

58 

59*** 

Mt.  Zion:  Walker 

8 

6 

4 

18 

Napoleonville  -Woodlawn  -Wesley: 

Lake  Arthur:Crofoot 

2 

20 

22 

Parker  Mem  :Hurley 

1 

20 

21 

Augustine 

9 

5 

14 

Lake  Charles -First:Pearce 

19 

138 

157 

Peck:Wilson 

8 

8 

16 

Plaquemine;MiUer 

5 

10 

15 

Oak  Park:Thompson 

3 

6 

9 

Peoples:  London 

20 

1 

21 

St.  Francisville-Tunica:Babin 

5 

8 

1 

14 

Simps  on :  Caraway 

25 

39 

64 

St.  Andrew:Garrett 

5 

9 

14 

Slaughter -Bluff  Creek.'Burgess 

3 

16 

19 

University:Reed 

2 

24 

26 

St.  Bemard-St.  Claude:Evans 

7 

8 

1 

16 

Zachary  XJalatas 

5 

18 

2 

25 

Mapl  ewo  od :  Cr  os  by 

17 

11 

28 

St.  James -John  Wesley 

11 

3 

14 

Totals 

188 

434 

8 

630 

Moss  Bluff:Squyres 

16 

45 

61*** 

St.  Luke ’s :Shirley 

1 

4 

5 

Oakdale -Pine  Prairie.'Conerly 

2 

19 

21 

St.  Paul’s: Cady 

1 

1 

Sulphur  -Henning  ;Branton 

13 

57 

70 

Second:Herr 

2 

11 

13 

Wesl  ey  -Hackberry:  Clarke 

13 

15 

28 

Totals 

93 

196 

7 

296 

HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Vinton:Rice 

3 

13 

16 

Welsh  -F  irst.'Robinson 

3 

37 

40 

Amite  -Independence;McClain 

111 

111**** 

Totals 

416 

727 

2 

1145 

Bogalusa-Eliz  .Sullivan:Irving 

17 

77 

94 

JIUSTON  DISTRICT 

Thirkield -Harry’s  Ch:Robinson 

1 

1 

Carpenters  Chapel  :Singletary 

3 

3 

Ansley:Stokes 

2 

14 

16*** 

Corbin:Babin 

6 

6 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Arcadia -Mt.Mariah:  York 

1 

21 

22 

Days  -Center  -Darlington  -St .  Helena 

Bemice-Beech  Gr-Summerfield: 

Campbell 

4 

7 

11 

Baskin  :St.  Amant 

2 

5 

Winberly 

36 

36** 

Faithful -New  River -Meadows  :BelI  1 

15 

16 

Bastrop -Mem .  -Beekman:Roos 

1 

5 

6 

Calhoun -Beulah -Indian  Village: 

Fitzgerald  -Waldheim  :Scarf 

6 

22 

28** 

Mt.  Olive -Washington:Murray  2 

7 

9 

Crotwell 

4 

8 

12 

Gonzales  .'Humphreys 

4 

16 

1 

21 

Columbia  -Hebert  :House 

30 

2 

32 

Center  Point:Brown 

1 

5 

6 

Hammond  -Tickfaw:Moreland 

4 

37 

41 

Crew  Lake -Union  :Medak 

2 

2 

4 

Chatham  -Zoar. •Gilbert 

2 

10 

12 

Kentwood -Mt.  Herman:Stage 

8 

34 

42** 

Delhi -Oak  Ridge:Haskell 

12 

12 

Choudrant  -Douglas  :Spinks 

1 

20 

1 

22 

LaPlace  -Lass  eigne  -Lutcher ; 

Epps  -Floyd; Foreman 

1 

15 

16 

Clay. 'Westbrook 

5 

1 

6 

Adams 

6 

11 

17 

Gilbert -Boeuf  Prairie :Holley 

6 

30 

36** 

Cotton  Valley -PI  .Valley:Carter 

2 

37 

39 

Loranger -Coopers  :Logan 

2 

7 

9 

Mangham  -Crowville:Bevill 

10 

10 

Downsville -Bethel -Mt.  Nebo: 

Pine  Grove -Montpelier:  Milton 

Mer  Rouge -Coll  ins  ton -Bonne  Idee: 

Averett 

2 

42 

44** 

&Sibley 

2 

4 

6 

Robertson 

6 

28 

34 

Doyline  -Sibley;Rowell 

23 

23*** 

Ponchatoula :  Lan  caster 

6 

22 

1 

29 

Monroe  -First:Boddie 

31 

34 

65 

Dubach  -Hilly  :Grant 

1 

10 

11 

Wesley  -^e ’s  :0  ’  Dell 

7 

17 

1 

25 

Mem.:  Chris  tie 

7 

30 

37 

Eros:  Wilson 

9 

10 

1 

Slidell :  Woodland 

13 

40 

53 

Reveille -Little  Creek:Spiller 

1 

4 

5 

Farm  erville  -Bird 's  :Scott 

6 

34 

40** 

Hartzell  -Mt .  Zion  -Newell : 

St.  Paul ’s :StovaIl 

6 

8 

14 

Gibsland  -Oak  Gr .  iTaylor 

5 

16 

21 

Christopher 

5 

9 

14 

Souths  ide  :Joyner 

12 

20 

32 

Harm  ony  -Lisbon  -Ariz .  ;Proctor 

7 

28 

1 

36 

Sun  -Bush  -St .  Tammany  -Talisheek: 

Newelton:Harrington 

1 

1 

Haynesville-Shongaloo:Winegeart  6 

28 

34 

Richardson 

3 

13 

2 

18** 

Oak  Grove  :Schwendimann 

56 

28 

84**** 

Heflin -Brushwood :  Cas  s  els 

2 

61- 

63**** 
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Homer  -  Wesl  ey  :Quaid 

11 

173 

184*** 

Marion:  Cor  ie 

4 

16 

20 

Minden  -FirstrVining 

5 

87 

5 

97 

Lakeview  -McIntyre:Coppage 

3 

24 

1 

28 

Pine  Gr-BetWehem -Evergreen; 
Pearce 

7 

36 

43** 

Quitman  -Faith:Beck 

12 

12 

24** 

Ruston-Trinity:Merrill 

43 

423 

466*** 

Whitehall -Colquitt:  Caraway 

2 

3 

5 

Springhill  -Sarepta:Harkins 

2 

30 

2 

34 

Antioch:Heam 

4 

4* 

Totals 

140 

1216 

11 

1367 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Blanchard -Bel cher:Taylor 

1 

24 

25 

Bossier  City -Barks  dale -Oil  City: 

Johns 

1 

1 

Greenwood -Bethany  :Hollmgsworth  3 

20 

23 

Haughton -Love  Chapel  :Ovenshire 

4 

18 

22 

Hosston  -Gilliam  -Ida:Edwards 

1 

29 

30** 

Keatchie  -Shiloh:DeBusk 

1 

7 

8 

Moor  ingsport:Dil  worth 

1 

1 

PI.  Dealing -Walker 's:Emanuel 

2 

18 

20 

Shreveport  -Broadmoor :  Cooke 

85 

90 

8 

183 

Christ:Baker 

16 

13 

29 

Fairfield:Harrison 

5 

5 

First:Dykes 

41 

41 

Jewella:Haynes 

12 

12* 

Johnson  Ct:Jennmgs 

11 

14 

25 

Lakeview  :Nolan 

5 

30 

3 

38 

Mangum:Mouser 

5 

24 

29 

Mornings  ide  -Stonewall  :Dean 

10 

28 

38 

NoeL'Galloway 

39 

33 

4 

76 

St.  James :Hamilton 

10 

5 

15  . 

St.  Paul:  Da  vis 

3 

15 

3 

21 

Summer  Grove:Williams 

7 

6 

13 

Totals  ' 

204 

433 

18 

655 

Recapitulation 

LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
REPORT  NO.  3 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
HAMMOND  DISTRICT 
LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
MONROE  DISTRICT 
NATCHITOCHES  DISTRICT 
NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
SHREVEPORT 
TOTALS 


New 

Renew  Not  Due  Total 

110 

452 

11 

573 

188 

434 

8 

630 

97 

487 

8 

592 

91 

336 

1 

428 

416 

727 

2 

1145 

187 

429 

3 

619 

94 

470 

8 

572 

93 

196 

7 

296 

140 

1216 

11 

1367 

204 

433 

18 

655 

1620 

5180 

77 

6877 

*  Reached  Quota 
**  Exceeded  Quota 
*♦*  Doubled  Quota 
»*»♦  Every  Family 


COMMENT 

The  women  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  now  involved  in  preparation  for 
the  celebration  of  a  “one  new  inclusive  wom¬ 
en’s  organization.  On  September  22,  1973  our 
conference  will  have  its  celebration  and  be¬ 
come  an  organization  of  United  Methodist 
Women.  It  is  our  hope  that  every  local  unit 
will  be  prepared  to  Celebrate  the  New. 

In  the  “new”  the  secretary  of  program 
materials  will  be  called  “secretary  of  program 
resources.”  She  will  have  the  important  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  helping  the  members  of  the  unit 
to  know  and  secure  resources  for  their  tasks. 

In  thinking  of  the  “new”  we  share  with  you  what  is  new  in  program 
resources.  Every  local  women’s  group  should  have  at  least  one  copy  of 
the  New  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  A  new  Workbook  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  is  also  available.  This  gives  information  about  the  organi¬ 
zation  and  listed  duties  for  each  office.  The  two  are  available  in  a  packet 
for  $1.50. 

If  you  have  not  already  secured  the  new  Program  Resource  Book 
for  1973.  Live  A  New  Life,  this  is  a  must  and  you  will  want  to  order 
it  now. 

The  Prayer  Calendar  for  1973  will  provide  guidance  in  prayer  for 
the  work  and  workers  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  secretary  of  program  resources  carries  the  responsibility  for  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  Reading  Program.  The  Reading  Booklet  has  been  sent  to 
all  the  secretaries  of  program  resources.  Additional  copies  are  available 
from  Service  Center  upon  request. 

The  emblem  continues  to  be  the  same,  symbolic  of  the  new  organi¬ 
zation  of  United  Methodist  Women.  Emblem  pins  and  charms  are  avail¬ 
able  in  gold  or  sterling  silver. 

United  Methodist  Women  will  continue  to  order  materials  from 
Service  Center.  Films,  however,  must  be  ordered  from  Cokesbury.  A  new 
complete  Catalog  will  be  available  soon.  We  suggest  you  use  the  Catalog 
Update  for  the  help  you  need  in  planning  your  1973  program  of  work. 

Mrs.  Martin  Wagnon, 

Secretary  of  Program  Resources 
Louisiana  Conference 
t 


Mrs.  William  (Zelda)  Robicheaux 
(seated)  was  honored  recently  on  the 
occasion  of  her  63rd  birthday  by  the 
congregation  of  Berwick  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  a  surprise  "This 
Is  Your  Life"  program.  Her  friends 
say  she  "is  one  of  those  unique 
ladies  who  has  a  very  long  history  of 
dedication  and  contribution  of  ‘self’ 
to  the  love  of  her  fellowman.”  When 
she  was  12,  she  won  a  contest  in 
which  the  prize  was  a  baby  grand 
piano.  She  donated  that  piano  to  the 
Berwick  Church  and  has  been  church 
pianist  for  45  years.  In  addition  to 
her  husband  she  is  shown  with  two 
daughters,  Ina  and  Ha  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies,  George,  Zoie  and  Mike  Keith; 
and  Richard,  Townsend  and  Benjamin 
Hardee. 


At  Winnfield,  the  WSCS  sponsored  a 
gumbo  supper  recently.  Mrs.  Doris 
Carpenter  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Whatley  are 
shown  serving.  The  project  raised 
$125  toward  a  fund  to  renovate  the 
educational  building.  Mrs.  Reg  Diet- 
zel  is  WSCS  president.  The  Rev.  J. 
C.  Ski  nner  is  pastor. 


MRS.  BLANCHE  THOMAS 

Mrs.  Blanche  Matilda  Thomas,  78, 
mother  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Thomas, 
superintendent  of  the  Natchitoches 
District,  died  recently  in  Minden,  La. 
The  funeral  service  was  conducted  at 
Green  Kleinegger  Funeral  Home  with 
the  Rev.  Kirby  Mining  officiating. 
Burial  was  in  the  Dorchester  Memorial 
Park  Cemetery  in  Cambridge,  Md. 

In  addition  to  Rev.  Thomas  survi¬ 
vors  include  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Leland 
Mills  of  Baltimore,  Md.;  two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Chendus  Rippons  of  Hoopers- 
ville,  Md.,  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Tyler  of 
Baltimore,  Md.;  one  brother,  Warren 
Ruark  of  Baltimore;  six  grandchildren 
and  two  great-grandchildren. 

t 

CYNTHIA  ANN  (CINDY)  HAUG 

Funeral  services  for  Cynthia  Ann 
Haug,  28,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Edward  R.  Haug,  retired,  of  Sul¬ 
phur,  La.,  were  held  Monday,  Feb.  5 
in  Henning  Memorial  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Sulphur. 

The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  pastor, 
officiated,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Harvey 
L.  Williamson,  Lake  Charles  District 
superintendent.  Burial  was  in  the 
Mimosa  Pines  Garden  of  Memories  in 
Sulphur. 

Miss  Haug,  known  as  Cindy,  died 
Friday,  Feb.  2,  in  a  hospital  in  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  following  a  brief  illness. 
Memorial  services  were  held  Saturday 
in  Atlanta. 

At  the  time  of  her  death.  Miss 
Haug  was  doing  graduate  work  in  the 
school  of  Political  Science  of  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta,  working  on  her 
dissertation  for  the  Ph.D.  degree  which 
was  to  have  been  completed  this  June. 
She  was  serving  on  the  faculty  of 
Georgia  State  University  in  Atlanta  as 
an  instructor  in  political  science. 

Miss  Haug  had  also  worked  for  the 
Atlanta  City  Planning  Commission  and 
for  the  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  (HUD)  in  Atlanta. 

A  1962  graduate  of  Sulphur  High 
school,  she  did  her  undergraduate 
work  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  She  attended  Aonerican  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Washington,  D.  C.  during  her 
sophomore  year. 

She  was  listed  in  Who’s  Who’s  in 
American  Colleges  while  at  Centenary, 
and  was  also  in  the  Maroon  Jackets, 
women’s  honor  society  there.  She  was 
born  in  New  Orleans. 

Survivors  are  her  parents  of  Sulphur; 
one  sister,  Mrs.  John  R.  Monk  Jr.  of 
Leesville,  a  niece  and  nephew,  also  of 
Leesville. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be 
made  to  the  Methodist  Home  Hos¬ 
pital  in  New  Orleans. 

t 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  g;uide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Feb.  18 — Sunday  .. 
Feb.  19  . 

. Ex.  20:1-17 

•  Matt.  5:1-12 

Feb.  20  . 

..  Matt.  5:17-37 

Feb.  21  . . . 

...  Matt.  7:1-12 

Feb.  22  . 

-Luke  10:29-37 

Feb.  23  . 

Feb.  24 

Feb.  25 — Snnday 

..  Prov.  3:27-35 
■  Rom.  13:1-14 
. John  1:1-14 
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By;  Alfred  A.  Kn  ox 


LESSON  FOR  FEBRUARY  25:  The 


SCRIPTURE  BACKGROUND:  Zechariah  8:  13; 
14:9 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  They  will  call  on  my 
name,  and  I  will  answer  them.  I  will  say,  ‘‘They 
are  my  people”;  and  they  will  say,  “The  Lord 
is  my  God.”  Zech.  13:9 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  Despite  our  warring^  and 
our  personal  confusions,  the  prophets’  message 
clearly  is  that  there  is  hope  for  the  future. 

*  *  * 


Did  you  happen  to  read  the  “Beetle  Bailey” 
comic  strip  a  few  weeks  ago  which  depicted  Beetle 
sitting  on  the  ground  and  leaning  back  against  a 
tree?  His  mood  was  a  mixture  of  thoughtful  obser¬ 
vation  and  ecstatic  relaxation.  As  he  sat  there  he  saw 
many  small  ants  nearby,  which  were  busily  gathering 
food  from  a  morsel  he  had  dropped.  In  contempla¬ 
tion  of  the  scene  he  said:  “Look  at  those  poor  ants 
working  their  heads  off.  And  what’s  it  all  for?  Why, 
I  could  squash  them  with  one  blow  .  .  .  And  then 
all  their  work  would  be  for  nothing.  They  should 
take  it  easy  like  me.” 

Here  was  a  goof-off,  as  our  young  people  might 
say,  whose  thoughts  from  contemplation  to  reverie 
had  a  punch  to  them!  Behind  his  observation  are 
several  fundamental  questions,  which  he  probably 
wasn’t  considering,  that  readily  occur  to  us  as  we 
study  the  meaning  of  our  lesson.  His  words  become 
virtually  a  parable  for  us  to  ponder. 

*  4: 

ARE  WE  MEN  OR  MICE? 

The  ages-old  query  of  Job  still  causes  questions 
in  many  minds:  “What  is  man,  that  thou  dost  make 
so  much  of  him,  and  that  thou  dost  set  thy  mind 
upon  him?”  (Job  7:17)  In  these  words  he  reproached 
his  presumed  friends  who  were  criticizing  his  utter 
reliance  upon  the  Lord.  The  thought  is  echoed  in 
Psalms  8:4  and  in  Hebrews  2:6.  Job,  in  the  throes 
of  deep  and  complex  troubles,  realized  that  faith  in 
God  didn’t  betray  him,  and  that  forgetting  God 
could  do  much  mischief. 

The  ancient  writer  points  to  the  basis  for  that 
faith  when  he  records  the  Lord’s  words:  “Let  us 
make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness.”  (Gen. 
1:26)  The  Psalmist,  perhaps  recalling  such  thoughts, 
advises,  “The  steadfast  love  of  the  Lord  is  from  ever¬ 
lasting  to  everlasting.”  (Ps.  103:17) 

We  today  must  make  a  bold  adjustment  to  the 
progressive  understandings  of  our  physical  universe. 
What  is  our  response  to  the  fabulous  views  of  the 
earth  itself  each  of  us  has  experienced  through  the 
eyes  of  astronauts  on  the  moon’s  surface  and  through 
the  television  camera  lens  which  shows  our  globe  as 
an  insignificant  pebble  in  the  vastness  of  space? 

We  can  respond  with  a  feeling  that  man,  after 
all,  is  a  minute  creature  whose  history  and  destiny 
are  largely  meaningless  in  the  overall  cosmic  view. 
Or  we  can  respond  with  a  vitalized  appreciation  for 
the  majesty  and  power  of  God  whose  love  is  ex¬ 
tended  “to  usward,”  as  Ephesians  1:19  puts  it. 

*  4:  4! 

WORK  .  .  .  FOR  WHAT? 

Are  we  partners  with  God  or  pawns  in  a  gigantic 
chess  game?  Jesus  said,  “My  Father  is  working  still, 
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Shape  Of  Things  To  Conne 


and  I  am  working.”  (John  5:17)  Paul  said  that  “We 
are  fellow  workmen  for  God.”  (1  Cor.  3:4)  Zech¬ 
ariah  tells  the  people,  “Fear  not,  but  let  your  hands 
be  strong.”  (8:13) 

Laboring  in  God’s  world  and  in  his  name  among 
his  people  is  God-blessed,  and  one  is  blest  as  he  so 
works.  He  can  make  our  actions  an  extension  of  his 
own  creativity  and  power.  The  words  of  an  old  hymn 
speak  of  the  incentive  Christians  have  for  their  la¬ 
boring:  “Be  strong!  We  are  not  here  to  play,  to 
dream,  to  drift;  We  have  hard  work  to  do  and  loads 
to  lift;  shun  not  the  struggle:  face  it —  ’tis  God’s 
gift.  Be  strong!”  Paul,  once  again,  translates  the 
meaning  for  followers  of  Christ:  “Be  watchful,  stand 
firm  in  your  faith,  be  courageous,  be  strong.  Let  all 
that  you  do  be  done  in  love.  (1  Cor.  16:13). 

4c  4:  4c 

.  .  .  LIKE  GRASS? 

A  distinction  as  fundamental  as  most  must  be 
made  between  the  fact  that  a  human’s  life-span  is 
indeed  brief,  and  the  perspective  that  this  is  only 
the  beginning.  When  the  Psalmist  states,  “As  for 
man,  his  days  are  like  grass  .  .  .”  (Ps.  103:15)  he 
is  referring  to  the  life-span,  not  to  a  negative  atti¬ 
tude  toward  the  doctrine  of  immortality.  Grass  dies 
and  becomes  an  organic  mulch  for  sustenance  of 
other  growing  things.  Man’s  destiny  is  not  merely 
earthbound.  Even  the  pre-Christian  intellectual, 
Plato,  believed  that  the  soul  of  man  persisted  after 
death  of  the  body.  There  are  reflections  of  that 
view,  by  the  way,  in  some  of  the  early  efforts  of 
Christian  theologians. 

To  disbelieve  in  the  soul’s  immortality,  from  the 
Christian  standpoint  as  set  forth  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  is  to  deny  the  eternity  of  God.  It  is  not  rea¬ 
sonable  to  hold  to  his  permanence  but  to  disallow 
eternity  of  man’s  soul  made  in  God’s  own  image. 
We  are  not  like  Beetle  Bailey’s  ants.  We  are  of  God. 

4c  4c  4: 

FATE  OR  FAITH? 

Man  is  not  to  be  thought  of  as  being  at  the 
mercy  of  some  blind,  purposele.ss  “fate”  unless  one 
also  believes  that  “God”  is  merely  the  working  of 
that  “fate.”  In  such  a  view  the  continuing  pattern 
of  physical  laws  and  their  effects  is  all  there  is  that 
“controls”  things  and  man.  An  equally  cynical  view 
holds  that  man  has  no  genuine  choices;  he  is  only  a 
puppet  being  pulled  this  way  and  turned  that  way  by 
forces  which  whimsically  move  him. 

There  is  one  certain  antidote  for  these  poisonous 
attitudes:  to  think  through  to  God.  An  earnest 
spiritual  guide  is  necessary,  and  the  way  through  is 
sure.  The  person  who  prides  himself  in  believing 
only  what  he  can  “prove,”  as  well  as  the  one  of 
simple  cynicism,  cannot  know  whether  God  or  “fate” 
controls  human  destiny  if  he  has  not  thoughtfully 
and  prayerfully  searched  for  God!  Perhaps  he  does¬ 
n’t  even  have  to  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer  to 
get  to  God,  but  his  quest  must  be  an  honest  one. 

4c  4c  4c 

THE  PEACE  OF  GOD 

The  prophet  writes  that  in  a  glorious  future, 
“There  shall  be  a  sowing  of  peace.”  (Zech.  8:12) 
This  offers  a  tantalizing  hope  to  all  generations! 
In  Triumph  and  Tragedy,  one  of  the  volumes  in  his 
History  of  the  Second  World  War,  Winston  Church¬ 
ill  described  certain  events  and  discussions  at  the 
1945  Yalta  Conference.  There,  final  Allied  military 
strategy  was  evolved  and  consideration  was  given  to 
broad  outlines  of  the  structure  of  peace  which  was 


imminent.  He  wrote  back  to  London:  “People  cry 
out  for  peace  and  joy.  Will  the  families  be  re-united? 
Will  the  warriors  come  home?  .  .  .  Before  us  lies 
the  realization  of  the  dream  of  the  poor — that  they 
shall  live  in  peace,  protected  by  our  invincible  power 
from  aggression  and  evil.” 

One  senses  here  the  pathos  of  nations  weary  of 
war  with  its  terrible  waste  of  human  and  natural  re¬ 
sources,  and  the  wish  for  speedy  return  of  the  com¬ 
fortable  ways  of  living  which  people  cherish.  Zecha- 
riah’s  view,  partially  parallel  to  this,  looked  to  the 
era  of  faithfulness  when  the  city  is  secure  so  the 
elderly  may  sit  in  the  streets  and  children  may  play 
there.  While  the  British  prime  minister  didn’t  speci¬ 
fically  refer  to  the  will  and  working  of  the  Lord  in 
bringing  these  happy  circumstances  to  pass,  the 
prophet  did  so  in  the  words  of  the  memory  selec¬ 
tion:  “They  are  my  people.”  The  Lord  will  under¬ 
take  for  them, 

4'  4!  4t 

“LET  IT  HAPPEN” 

Engaging  in  peace  is  as  demanding  of  human 
dedication  as  is  engaging  in  war.  To  “let”  peace 
come  is  to  make  it  unattainable.  To  help  it  come 
makes  it  a  possibility.  Resolving  the  issues  which 
delay  peace  is  not  accomplishtd  by  doing  nothing 
or  by  non-involvement  in  the  process.  There  must 
be  bold,  steadying,  sure  actions  by  us  all.  We  must 
not  wait  afar  off  for  peace  to  come  to  others  in  the 
expectation  that  we  then  automatically  “possess”  it. 
No,  the  level  of  labor  brings  fatigue,  but  “in  due 
season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  do  not  lose  heart.”  (Gal. 
6:9)  If  we  do  not  lose  heart! 

4!  4t  4t 

FOUR  ANCIENT  VOICES 

This  lesson  is  a  fitting  conclusion  to  the  series 
of  studies  of  the  prophetic  message  of  judgment  and 
hope,  which  we  began  in  December.  In  them  we 
have  pondered  the  varying  circumstances  of  the 
Jews.  First,  Jeremiah  issued  a  sharp  warning  that 
they  must  repent  or  their  nation  would  fall  and  they 
would  be  a  subject  people.  Ezekiel  was  among  them 
during  their  misery  and  anguish  in  Babylonia.  Hag- 
gai  was  on  the  scene  as  some  of  them  returned  to 
Judah,  and  insisted  that  they  should  rebuild  the 
temple  as  evidence  of  their  faithfulness  to  God.  And 
Zechariah  urged  them  to  undertake  the  temple’s 
reconstruction  and  spoke  hopefully  of  the  future — 
of  “the  shape  of  things  to  come.” 

Zechariah  spoke  of  a  confident,  hope-filled  fu¬ 
ture.  There  would  be  prosperity  and  peace  for  the 
people.  God  would  see  to  this.  His  active  love  would 
give  then?  a  sense  of  well  being  such  as  they  had  not 
known  before.  What  a  word  of  hope  this  is!  To 
follow  a  long  series  of  national  and  personal  trage¬ 
dies  with  this  message  must  have  given  them  a  strong 
resurgence  of  confidence  in  the  future! 

4e  4:  * 

THE  STARTING  POINT 

What  shall  we  base  our  hope  for  the  future  on? 
A  traditional  affirmation  of  faith  begins  with  the 
words,  “1  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty  ,  , 
That  is  where  we  begin  to  build  our  faith  in  the 
future.  God  is,  and  hope  is  of  him.  Also,  God  does 
something  continuously  about  humanity  and  our 
human  setting  on  this  planet.  Not  only  did  he  create 
but  he  continues  to  create.  This  is  much  of  the 
point  of  both  Testaments.  And  God  empowers,  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  Genesis  statement;  “And  man  became 
a  living  soul.”  From  the  initial  enervation  to  the 
present  moment’s  realization  of  his  strength,  we  his 
children  are  “powered”  by  him. 

With  the  presence  and  power  of  such  a  One, 
one’s  destiny  is  secure!  This  is,  after  all,  the  major 
point  in  the  method  and  result  of  redemption  within 
the  Christian  framework. 

The  foundations  of  our  faith  are  the  theme  of 
next  quarter’s  lessons.  They  will  inter-relate  selected 
Old  and  New  Testament  teachings  and  the  great 
Christian  affirmations.  Man  in  his  new  environment 
is  first  studied  in  terms  of  the  world  God  created, 
man  as  a  responsible  moral  creature,  and  man’s 
waywardness.  The  nature  of  Christian  redemption  is 
next  considered.  Finally,  the  last  several  lessons  of 
the  series  identify  the  fruits  and  glories  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian’s  experiences. 
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Jurisdiction  Council  of 
Evangelism  elects  officers 


OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  (UMI) 
— Dr.  Leroy  Sewell,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Oklahoma 
City,  has  been  elected  president  of  a 
new  fellowship  of  evangelism  leaders 
of  the  eight-state  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction, 

Before  the  elimination  of  individual 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  jurisdiction 
last  year.  Dr.  Escamilla  said  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  of  the  jurisdiction’s 
Board  of  Evangelism  had  requested 
that  the  General  Board  of  Evangelism 
convene  leaders  of  evangelism  in  the 
jurisdiction  to  organize  an  association 
to  pursue  specific  evangelistic  con¬ 
cerns  and  events. 

Subsequently  the  jurisdictional 
boards  were  abolished  in  favor  of  a 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  was  merged  into 
a  new  Board  of  Discipleship. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  national 
Council  of  Evangelism,  an  auxiliary  of 
the  Division  of  Evangelism,  Worship 
and  Stewardship,  a  resolution  was 
passed  recommending  the  organization 
of  jurisdictional  councils  of  evange¬ 
lism. 


Dr.  Escamilla  said  about  90  of  the 
300  persons  invited  attended  the  or¬ 
ganizational  meeting  in  Oklahoma 
City, 

Other  officers  elected  were:  the  Rev. 
C.  Jarrett  Gray,  Sr.,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
first  vice  president;  Marvin  McRey- 
nolds,  Woodston,  Kans.,  second  vice 
president;  the  Rev.  Richard  Jenkins, 
Ft,  Worth,  Tex.,  secretary;  and  Hom¬ 
er  Fulbright,  Searcy,  Ark.,  treasurer. 

The  new  association  asked  its  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  to  revise  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  national  Council  of 
Evangelism,  adapting  it  to  the  needs 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Dr.  Escamilla  also  said  the  commit¬ 
tee  is  expected  to  nominate  additional 
members  to  insure  representation  from 
every  area  and/or  annual  conference 
in  the  jurisdiction. 

He  said  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Council  to  serve  as  an  auxiliary  or¬ 
ganization  to  the  jurisdictional  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  and  the  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship’s  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship. 


The  above  photographic  artistry  was  created  to  suggest  “The  Family 
of  Man”  theme  for  Brotherhood  Week,  which  occurs  Feb.  18-24.  (RNS 
photo)  A 


Advance  program  director  nominated 


Book  of  Resolutions 
available  to 
United  Methodists 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  Pe¬ 
nal  reform,  Jewish-Christian  dialogue, 
school  busing,  and  use  of  reclaimed 
paper  are  the  subjects  of  but  a  few 
resolutions  approved  by  the  1972 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
which  are  now  available  in  book  form. 

The  Book  of  Resolutions  includes 
19  major  resolutions  approved  at  the 
Atlanta  Conference  as  well  as  several 
study  documents.  The  124-page  paper¬ 
back  book  is  available  through  Cokes- 
bury  Book  Stores  and  Regional  Ser¬ 
vice  Centers  at  $1.25  a  copy. 

Continuing  a  policy  initiated  by  the 
1968  General  Conference,  resolutions 
which  are  not  a  part  of  legislation  are 
included  in  The  Book  of  Resolutions. 
All  legislation  of  the  conference  will 
be  contained  in  The  Book  of  Discipline 
which  is  expected  to  be  available  in 
April. 

The  Statement  of  Social  Principles 
approved  by  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  appear  in  The  Book,  of 
Discipline. 

TIk  Book  of  Resolutions  contains 
some  resolutions  not  approved  by  the 
Conference,  but  voted  for  inclusion 
as  study  documents.  These  include 
such  topics  as  amnesty  and  reconcili¬ 
ation,  environmental  stewardship,  and 
the  Israeli-Palestinian  struggle. 

Most  of  the  resolutions  are  related 
to  issues  of  social  concern.  The  docu¬ 
ments  for  study  carry  the  record  of 
the  number  of  committee  members 
present,  the  number  voting  yes  and 
no,  and  the  number  of  persons  ab¬ 
staining,  These  documents  are  not  to 
be  considered  ais  official  statements  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  but  are 
included  for  study  by  local  churches. 

The  Book  of  Resolutions  was  edited 
by  the  Program  Council  (predecessor 
to  the  Council  on  Ministries)  and 
published  by  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 


EVANSTON,  ILL.  (UMI)  —  The 
Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker,  New  York,  has 
been  nominated  director  of  one  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  major  pro¬ 
grams  for  raising  funds  to  support  mis¬ 
sions  activities. 

Known  as  The  Advance,  the  pro¬ 
gram  provides  a  channel  through  which 
local  churches,  individuals  and  groups 
can  give  support  to  specific  missions 
projects  after  the  basic  World  Service 
fund  apportionments  have  been  ac¬ 
cepted.  During  1972  some  $8,400,000 
was  raised  through  this  means,  the 
second  largest  such  income  in  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

Mr.  Walker’s  selection  to  head  The 
Advance  came  during  a  meeting  of  the 
20-member  committee  here  January 
29.  The  new  director,  a  member  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest  Annual  Conference, 
will  continue  on  the  staff  of  the  Board 


Liberian  bishop  dies 

MONROVIA  (RNS)  — United 
Methodist  Bishop  Stephen  Troven  Nag- 
be  of  Liberia  died  here  Feb.  3  at  the 
age  of  39. 

One  of  the  youngest  episcopal  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  denomination,  he  was  strick¬ 
en  last  September  while  attending  a 
meeting  of  his  Church’s  Council  of 
Bishops  in  Ohio.  After  spending  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  in  a  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  hos¬ 
pital,  he  returned  to  Monrovia  in  late 
October. 

The  bishop  was  born  in  Betu,  Li¬ 
beria,  on  Oct.  23,  1933.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  Methodist  schools  in  his 
homeland  and  at  institutions  in  At¬ 
lanta  and  Boston, 

When  he  was  first  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1965  he  was  the  young¬ 
est  bishop  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  was  also  the  first  native 
Liberian  named  to  the  post. 

Bishop  Nagbe  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Melvena,  and  three  children. 


of  Global  Ministries’  Division  of  Ed¬ 
ucation  and  Cultivation,  a  post  he  has 
held  since  1969. 

The  nomination  now  will  go  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  for  final 
election. 

Although  he  has  been  giving  a  ma¬ 
jor  portion  of  his  time  to  the  missions 
funding  program,  Mr.  Walker  be¬ 
comes  the  first  Advance  director  since 
the  organization  of  the  group  was 
changed  by  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 
ence  as  part  of  a  restructuring  of  the 
church’s  general  boards  and  agencies. 
As  now  constituted,  the  committee  is 
amenable  to  the  new  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  and  its  membership 
comes  from  the  GCOM. 

In  other  business  during  its  meet¬ 
ing  here,  the  Advance  Committee  dis¬ 
cussed  its  relationship  with  other  agen¬ 
cies  and  set  up  procedures  for  accept- 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)— Near¬ 
ly  100  participants  in  an  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  National  Association  of  Lay 
and  Associate  Pastors  were  told  here 
that  today  is  a  “God  Happening  Time” 
in  the  world. 

Dr.  Ira  Gallaway,  secretary  of  evan¬ 
gelism  in  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship,  said  after  a  period  of 
more  than  10  years  when  it  appeared 
God  had  withdrawn  his  spirit  from 
the  church,  persons  are  once  again 
turning  to  God.  Dr.  Gallaway  gave  the 
keynote  address  for  the  meeting  held 
January  23-25. 

Declaring  that  God  is  bringing  into 
being  a  new  humanity.  Dr.  Gallaway 
urged  the  pastors  to  recognize  their 
importance  in  the  Christian  ministry. 
“You  are  where  things  are  happening. 
If  it’s  not  happening  where  you  are 
it’s  not  happening. 

Coordinating  the  meeting  was  Dr. 
Roberto  Escamilla, 


ing  projects  to  be  listed  in  the  group’s 
“catalog.”  Some  5,000  to  6,000  indi¬ 
vidual  opportunities  for  support  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  compilation. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Greenwalt,  an  as¬ 
sociate  executive  secretary  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  for  In¬ 
terpretation,  cautioned  the  committee 
that  while  the  total  Advance  income 
was  a  substantial  figure  in  1972,  it  ac¬ 
tually  represented  a  decrease  of  some 
$700,000  from  the  1971  total  and  thus 
continued  a  pattern  that  has  existed 
for  the  past  several  years. 

Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  of  Rye,  N. 
Y.,  is  chairman  of  the  Advance  Com¬ 
mittee.  Other  officers  include  Mrs. 
George  K.  Gundlach,  Springville,  N. 
Y.,  and  the  Rev.  Jamie  G.  Houston, 
Kosciusko,  Miss.  The  group  will  hold 
its  next  session  in  connection  with  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  meeting 
March  15-16  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 
t 

CURRIC-U-PHONE  HAS 

NEW  TELEPHONE  NUMBER 

A  telephone  company  error  in  as¬ 
signment  of  numbers  has  resulted  in 
the  need  to  assign  a  new  number  to 
CURRIC-U-PHONE. 

The  new  number  is:  1-800-251- 
8417. 

This  is  the  number  to  be  used  by 
persons  in  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas, 
Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  all  states  east 
except  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts, 
Maine,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  and 
New  Hampshire.  Tennessee  residents 
may  call  1-615-749-6482,  collect, 
t 


Other  staff  members  participating 
in  the  program  included  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale  who  spoke  on  “The  Key  73 
Story”;  Dr.  George  Morris  who  spoke 
on  the  “New  Life  Mission”  program; 
and  the  Rev.  Ross  Whetstone  who 
spoke  on  the  “Lay  Witness  Mission” 
program. 


LAY  AND  ASSOCIATE 
PASTORS  MEET 
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Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (left),  a  native  of  Louisiana,  has  been  nominated 
to  head  United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Discipleship,  and  Dr.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter  (right),  has  been  nominated  as  general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  Dr.  Talbert,  a  graduate  from  Southern 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  holds  the  bachelor  of  divinity  degree  from  Inter¬ 
denominational  Theological  Center  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  an  honorary  doc¬ 
torate  from  Huston-Tillotson  College,  Austin,  Tex.  He  has  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  at  St.John’s,  Wesley,  and  Hamilton  United  Methodist  churches  in  Los 
Angeles,  and  was  associate  general  secretary  of  the  Southern  California- 
Ar  izona  Conference  prior  to  his  appointment  as  superintendent  ofthe  Long 
Beach  District  in  1968.  (UMI  photo) 

Nominations  made  for  heads 
of  two  major  agencies 


NASIWILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)— Two 
Californians  —  a  seminary  dean  and 
a  district  superintendent  —  are  being 
nominated  to  head  major  Methodist 
program  agencies  headquartered  here. 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  dean  and 
professor  of  religion  and  arts  at  the 
&hool  of  Theology,  Claremont,  Calif., 
is  being  nominated  as  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  and  Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert, 
Lakewood,  Calif.,  superintendent  of 
the  Long  Beach  District  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Califomia-Arizona  Conference,  is 
being  nominated  to  head  the  Board’  of 
Discipleship. 

Dr.  Trotter’s  nomination  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  95-member  Board  of 
Higher  Education  at  the  close  of  its 
meeting  here  Jan.  26.  Chairman  of  the 
Board  is  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon, 
Topeka,  Kans. 

The  nomination  of  Dr.  Talbert  was 
announced  Jan.  25  by  Bishop  W.  Ken¬ 
neth  Goodson,  Richmond,  Va.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  As 
chairman  of  the  board’s  “search  com¬ 
mittee”,  Bishop  Goodson  said  the  un¬ 
animous  nomination  of  Dr.  Talbert 
would  go  to  the  entire  95-member 
Board  of  Discipleship  when  it  meets 
in  Nashville  Feb.  20-23. 

According  to  new  United  Methodist 
policy  adopted  last  year,  nominations 
for  general  secretaries  made  by  the 
boards  must  be  approved  by  the 
Church’s  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  The  Council’s  next  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  Atlanta  March  15-16. 

Other  staff  elections  were  made  by 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  during  its  meeting  in  Nash¬ 
ville  Jan.  24-26.  The  Rev.  DePriest  W. 
Whye,  Dayton,  Ohio,  an  associate  exe¬ 
cutive  secretary  of  the  Church’s  1968- 
72  Quadrennial  Emphasis,  was  named 
to  direct  the  Black  College  Fund  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Division  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation;.  Dr.  Gerald  O.  McCulloh  was 
named  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry;  the 
Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps,  was  named  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary  of  the  Division 
of  Lay  Ministries;  and  Chaplain  Ed¬ 
win  S.  Jones,  was  elected  to  the  staff 


of  the  Division  of  Chaplains  and  Re¬ 
lated  Ministries. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  also  approved  a  recommend¬ 
ation  from  the  Division  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  that  budget  be  allocated  in 
1974  for  the  employment  of  a  woman 
to  work  with  United  Ministries  in 
Higher  Education,  an  ecumenical  cam¬ 
pus  effort  in  which  United  Method¬ 
ists  cooperate. 

When  elected  by  the  Council  on 
Ministries,  Dr.  Talbert  will  become 
the  first  black  person  ever  to  serve  in 
the  top  staff  position  of  a  major  pro¬ 
gram  board  of  the  church.  Dr.  Talbert 
will  begin  work  in  Nashville  in  early 
summer  and  Dr.  Trotter  Aug  1. 

The  two  Nashville-based  boards, 
along  with  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  and  other  smaller  agencies  were 
created  last  April  when  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  ap¬ 
proved  a  sweeping  restructuring  plan. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministries  includes  an  office  of  per¬ 
sonnel  and  four  divisions:  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation,  Ordained  Ministry,  Lay  Min¬ 
istries,  and  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries.  The  Board  of  Discipleship 
includes  three  divisions:  Education, 
Lay  Life  and  Work,  and  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship.  All  units  are 
located  in  Nashville  except  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Chaplains  and  Related  Minis¬ 
tries  which  is  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  is 
scheduled  for  Oct.  31 -Nov.  2,  1973. 

At  an  earlier  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  Dr. 
Fred  E.  Harris  was  elected  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education;  Dr.  A.  Purnell 
Bailey  was  elected  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  Chaplains 
and  Related  Ministries;  and  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ard  A.  Bauer  was  named  to  direct  the 
Office  of  Personnel. 

Dr.  Myron  F.  Wicke  will  continue 
as  acting  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
until  Dr.  Trotter  assumes  his  responsi¬ 
bilities  Aug.  1. 


Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  to  meet  March  33-14 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMI)  —  “Which 
Way  Tomorrow”  will  be  theme  of  the 
32nd  annual  convention  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  March  13-14  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

About  600  administrators  and  other 
persons  related  to  agencies  and  other 
services  of  the  denomination  in  this 
field  are  expected  to  attend  the  ses¬ 
sions  to  be  held  at  the  Regency  Hyatt 
House.  Edgar  O.  Mansfield,  adminis¬ 
trator  of  Riverside  Methodist  Hospital 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  president  of  the 
sponsoring  association. 

The  United  Methodist  health  care 
leaders  will  be  participating  also  in  the 
Protestant  Health  and  Welfare  Assem¬ 
bly  which  is  being  held  concurrently  in 
Atlanta;  Some  12  denominations  and 
religious  groups  make  up  this  body. 

Included  in  these  joint  sessions  will 
be  a  banquet  on  March  12,  an  assem¬ 
bly  on  March  14  and  a  number  of 
special  interest  groupings.  Dr.  Noah  N, 
Langdale,  president  of  Georgia  State 
College  in  Atlanta,  will  address  the 
March  12  banquet,  and  Dr.  Benjamin 
E.  Mays,  former  president  of  More¬ 
house  College  in  Atlanta  and  president 
of  the  city’s  Board  of  Educators,  will 
speak  at  the  March  14  assembly. 

Speakers  for  the  United  Methodist 
sessions  will  include  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Washburn,  Chicago,  Ill.,  who  will  ad¬ 
dress  the  opening  plenary  session  on 
March  13,  and  James  C.  McGilvray, 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  who  will  speak  at 
the  honors  banquet  March  14.  Bishop 
Washburn  is  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  Mr.  McGilvray  is  director  of  the 
Christian  Medical  Commission  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 


Also  on  the  schedule  of  both  the 
United  Methodist  convention  and  the 
Protestant  Health  and  Welfare  Assem¬ 
bly  is  Dr.  William  Glasser,  Los  An¬ 
geles,  Cailf.,  noted  psychiatrist  and 
president  and  founder  of  the  Institute 
for  Reality  Therapy. 

In  addition  to  providing  resources 
for  the  special  interest  sections  of  the 
association’s  convention,  a  number  of 
United  Methodist  leaders  will  appear 
on  the  program  of  the  Protestant  as¬ 
sembly. 

These  include  Roger  Burgess, 
Evanston,  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for 
the  Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries;  the  Rev.  Robert  Pitzer, 
Atlanta,  director  of  services  to  the 
mentally  retarded  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction;  Jack  A.  L.  Hahn,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Hospital  of 
(Indianapolis)  Indiana;  Mrs.  Campbell 
Keith,  administrator  of  the  Walker  res¬ 
idence  and  health  center  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn.;  and  James  Marshall, 
director  of  public  relations  at  the  Mad¬ 
ison,  Wise.,  Methodist  Hospital. 

One  of  the  unique  features  of  this 
year’s  United  Methodist  convention  is 
dinner  in  various  Atlanta  homes  for 
participants  on  the  evening  of  March 
13.  The  local  arrangements  committee 
under  the  direction  of  J.  Scott  Hous¬ 
ton,  executive  director  of  Wesley 
Homes,  Inc.,  is  arranging  this  part  of 
the  program.  A  reception  under  Mr. 
Pitzer’s  direction  will  precede  the  din¬ 
ner. 

Director  of  the  convention  is  the 
Rev.  Wendell  C.  Bassett,  a  staff  exe¬ 
cutive  of  the  Division  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries. 

t 


Nashville,  Tenn.  -  A  computer-video  system  has  been  hooked  up  with  an 
Oxberry  animation  stand  by  the  Division  of  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Communications  (TRAFCO)  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Communications 
(JCC).  The  new  system  will  permit  TRAFCO  to  moke  animated  motion 
pictures  using  still  art  or  slides  in  minutes,  rather  than  hours,  thus  cut¬ 
ting  costs  of  productions  for  the  church.  This  computer-video  system  is 
thought  to  be  one  of  three  similar  operations  located  in  the  Southeast  U.S. 
Tony  Pilversack  (left),  TRAFCO  technical  services  director,  and  Wayne 
Smith  (seated),  cinematographer,  demonstrate  the  system  to  Dr.  Paul 
Church,  acting  executive  director  of  the  JCC  and  Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer 
(right),  head  of  TRAFCO. 
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The  Baldwin  organ  shown  here  was  recently  purchased  by  Centenary 
Church  at  Rayne.  At  keyboard  is  Lamar  Goulet  from  whom  the  in¬ 
strument  was  purchased.  Others  pictured  with  him  (left  to  right)  are 
Walter  Bruner,  the  Rev.  George  A.  McVay,  pastor,  and  Guy  Johnston. 
Goulet  presented  a  30-minute  program  of  organ  meditations  during  a 
recent  Sunday  evening  service. 

t 


News  in  Brief 


MEMBERS  OF  INGLESIDE  United 
Methodist  Church  had  as  guest  speaker 
at  the  morning  service,  Jan.  28,  the 
Rev.  William  Firmin,  Jr.,  campus  min¬ 
ister  for  the  Methodist  and  Presbyter¬ 
ian  students  attending  Louisiana  State 
University  in  Baton  Rouge.  Mr.  Finn- 
in’s  sermon  “Blessed  Are  the  Peace¬ 
makers”  dealt  with  .Christian  responsi¬ 
bility  on  both  ^rsonal  and  broader 
levels  in  preparing  for  world  peace. 
The  Rev.  J,  C.  Wallace  is  the  Ingleside 
pastor. 

DR.  JAMES  BRUNER,  a  neurosur¬ 
geon  at  Willis  Knighton  Hospital  in 
Shreveport,  was  the  Gideon  speaker  in 
the  Haynesville  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday  morning,  Feb.  11. 
The  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart  is  the  Hay¬ 
nesville  pastor. 

A  FOUNDERS  DAY  PROGRAM  in 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  at 
Shreveport  had  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  as  guest  preacher.  The 
Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  was  host 
pastor. 


DR.  MARSHALL  BRETZ  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Trinity  Chancel  Choir  were 
honored  by  the  church  at  a  banquet 
in  Ruston  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  14. 
Their  spouses  were  guests,  as  were 
members  of  the  church  staff  and  their 
spouses.  “Todays  Disciples”,  youth 
singing  group,  entertained.  The  Rev. 
Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church. 

THE  LAMPLIGHTERS  of  Parker 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  held  an  oyster  dinner  on 
Feb.  9,  and  designated  the  proceeds 
toward  new  lighting  for  the  church 
fellowship  hall.  The  Rev.  Albert  Hur¬ 
ley  is  the  Parker  minister. 

THE  LOVE  CHAPEL  UMY  held  a 
Sweetheart  Banquet  on  Saturday,  Feb. 
10  in  Haughton.  The  “Truth  Seek- 
ders”,  youthful  singing  group  from 
First  Church,  Minden,  directed  by 
Jack  Holman,  were  featured  on  the 
program.  The  Love  Chapel  minister  is 
the  Rev.  Lewis  Ovenshire. 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  started  a  new  program 
that  they  are  calling,  ‘‘Conversation  with  the  Preacher.”  The  Work  Area 
on  Evangelism  is  setting  up  small  groups  across  the  city  and  inviting  in 
the  members  in  those  areas  to  talk  with  the  minister  and  his  wife  about 
what  they  would  like  to  see  the  church  become.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard 
Critcher  serve  as  chairmen  of  this  program  under  Evangelism.  One  or  two 
sessions  are  planned  each  week.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor,  is  shown  at 
right,  above,  and  his  wife  is  at  left. 


Resource  persons  for  new  monthly  “University  of  Life”  series 
introduced  at  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette  on  Sunday  evenings,  Jan. 
21  and  28.  (Left  to  right,  front)  Dr.  Zerben  Bienvenu,  practicing 
physician,  spoke  on  “Adults  Learning  to  Live  with  Each  Other”; 
Wayne  Culpepper,  director  of  Lafayette  Juvenile  and  Young  Adult 
Progrom,  “Learning  to  Live  with  Teenagers”;  Dean  Raymond  Blanco, 
dean  of  students  at  USL,  “Learning  to  Live  with  Young  Adults”; 
(standing)  Ben  Mayfield,  chairman  of  Social  Concerns  Commission, 
moderated  panel;  Dr.  Kenneth  Purcell,  psychiatrist,  spoke  on“Teen- 
agers  Learning  to  Live  with  Parents  and  Other  Adults.”  Sessions 
for  children  from  age  five  through  the  sixth  grade  were  led  by  Mrs. 
Gary  Briggs  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Carr  in  a  study  called  “Learning  to 
Live  in  the  Family.”  The  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway  is  minister. 
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The  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin 
(right),  minister  at  Camphor  Me¬ 
morial  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  re¬ 
ceived  the  master  of  arts  degree 
in  social  science  at  Jan.  31  mid¬ 
year  commencement  exercises  at 
Southern  University.  His  major 
area  of  study  was  concentrated 
on  black  studies  and  sociology. 
He  received  the  BA  degree  from 
Southern  in  1962  and  the  master 
of  divinity  degree  from  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary,  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Theological  Center. 

t 

NAPOLEON  AVENUE  UNITED 
Methodists  held  a  fellowshijJ  luncheon 
following  the  Sunday  morning  worship 
service,  Feb.  11,  Milton  Cook  and  the 
Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  showed  slides  of 
their  trips  to  the  Holy  Land. 

P.  K.  (preachers’  kids)  KORNER 

DANDREA  JOYCE  TATUM  and 
John  Arthur  Howard  were  married  in 
First  United  Methodist  Church  at 
Jennings  on  Feb.  3.  Sandra  is  the 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Eskel 
Tatum  of  Jennings.  John  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beecher  D.  Howard  of 
Jennings.  The  couple  will  reside  in 
Jennings. 


WANTED 

Educational  Assistant  and  Youth  Worker 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 

Young  woman  or  young  minister  with 
talents  in  music  and  youth  work. 

Write  or  call  (318)  443-5696 
2727  Jackson  Street 


EARN  UP  TO  $750  PER  MONTH 


U.S.  POSTAGE 

STAMP  MACHINES 

•  Highest  Return  on  Your  Capital  •  NO  Selling  •  Manage  Your  Own  Business 

We  Obtain  Your  Locations.  Minimum  Cash  Investment  Of 
$1,595.00  —  up  to  $5,000.00  Secured  By  Equipment 
Planter's  Peanut  and  Welch's  Juice  routes  also  available  from  $495  up 
•  WOMEN  OR  MEN  •  ANY  AGe"TparTTTOe,  aporoximately  7  hrs.  per  month 
•  NO  OVERHtAD  •  DEPRESSION  PROOF  •  REPEAT  INCOME 
New  Distributorships  Still  Available  In  Many  Areas  Throughout  This  State 
Send  References  I  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  INC.  Dept.  B. 

Name,  Address  and  I  300  Interstate  North,  N.W.  /  Atlanta,  Georgia  30339 
Phone  No.  to:  I  Interstate  1-75  and  1-285 
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Home  Benefits  from  Rodeo 


Board  Meeting 

Under  the  leadership  of  President 
W.  A.  J.  Lewis,  the  Board  of  Directors 
will  meet  Tuesday,  March  13,  in  the 
Superintendent’s  residence.  The  pro¬ 
gram  and  operation  of  the  Home  will 
be  reviewed.  All  of  the  business  and 
financial  affairs;  and  the  plant  im¬ 
provement  program  will  be  discussed. 
Nominations  for  Board  Membership 
will  be  made.  This  Board  always  does 
a  tremendous  amount  of  business  in  a 
relatively  short  time  period. 

t 

We  Still  Have  Chapel 

We  take  part  in  the  work  and  the 
worship  of  the  church  in  town.  Our 
pastor  is  a  meaningful,  inspirational 
preacher.  Why  have  Chapel  at  the 
Home?  Our  reasons;  Our  youth  take 
part  in  planning  and  carrying  out  the 
services.  We  can  and  do  speak  directly 
and  bluntly  to  their  needs  as  they  ex¬ 
press  them.  It  is  one  time  of  together¬ 
ness  for  the  whole  group  each  week. 
We  think  they  are  good  reasons, 
t 

Valentine’s  Party 

Each  year  we  have  a  big  Valentine’s 
Party  for  the  boys  and  girls  on  campus. 
Planned  and  carried  out  by  the  Recrea¬ 
tion  Council  and  the  Activities  Direc¬ 
tor,  it  is  one  of  the  highlights  of  the 
year. 

t 


TOM  FORD  PITTS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  R .  Kavanaugh 
FRANK  MULHEARN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  L.  M .  Couvillion  . 

Mrs .  Nancy  M .  Tebow,  Mr.  &  Mrs . 

W.  L.  Thayer,  Mr.  &  Mrs .  P.  A. 
Maxwell.  Mr.  &Mrs.  H.  W.  Pierce. 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Nettles,  Mr.  &Mrs. 

J.  B.  Cochran.  Mrs.  W.  L.  Blalock 
FRANK  MULHEARN 
by  the  Georgia  Butler  Sunday  School 
Qass,  David  Haas  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church.  Bunkie.  La. 

MR.  &  MRS.  S.  J.  HOYT,  SR. 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  Hoyt,  Sr..  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hines  W.  Hoyt,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Mott.  Mr.  &Mrs.  Walter?. 
Guinn,  Mr.  8tMrs.  Oscar  E.  Voorhies. 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Robert  Kennon,  Jr. 

PAUL  R.  PURSER 
by  Mrs  .  Max  Allen 
MRS.  CLINTON  L.  BATES 
by  Mrs .  Max  Allen 
RANEL  BRADY,  SR. 

by  Mrs  .  Max  Allen 
MRS.  LILIAN  FITZGERALD 
by  Mrs .  Max  Allen 
MRS.  THERA  N.  STOVALL 
by  Mrs  .  Max  Allen 
MRS.  L.  D.  KINNEY 
by  Mrs  .  Max  Alien 
MURRAY  CALDWELL 
by  Callie  Walker 
MRS.  ANNIE  LAND  HEAVENER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  E .  Wilson 
MISS  LILLIE  MACFARLAND 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  E .  Wilson 
RICHARD  FELLOM 
l>y  Nu -Conclave  of  Kappa  Kappa 
lota.  Hammond,  La. 

MRS.  JOHNNIE  MARIE  CUPIT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  R.  McIntyre 
REV.  E.  W.  CORLEY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Buddy  Greer 
MRS.  LIZZIE  BENNETT 
byMr.  Si  Mrs.  R.  G.  Taylor 
REV.  E.  W.  CORLEY 


Methodist  Men  from  the  Many 
Church  collected  fish  from  a  fishing 
rodeo  and  prepared  them  for  the 
Home.  Mr.  DeVille  and  some  of  the 
boys  were  supper  guests  of  the  group 


by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  C.  Taylor 
LOUIS  MARBURY 
by  The  Carrell  Dowdes 
SALON  KING 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Eddie  Hislop 
MRS.  I.  B.  CHANDLER 
by  Miss  Grelchen  Yaunt 
MISS  JEWELL  HEATH 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Kibler 
MISS  LILLIE  MCFARLAND 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Kibler 
TILMAN  JONES 
byMr.  8iMrs.  C.  E.  Pickett 
BETH  LOWE 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Lowrey 
F.  G.  KELLY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  Storment 
CHARLIE  HOPKINS 
by  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  Nolley 
Memorial  United  Methodist,  Jena 
F.  G.  KELLY 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Murphree 
ORVILLE  MCDONALD 
by  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Hebert 
MRS.  HELEN  DUNCAN 
by  Mrs  .  Henry  L.  Hebert 
MRS.  C.  P.  GRAY,  SR. 

by  Mrs  .  DeWitt  Henry 
MRS.  MARIE  CRONK 
by  Mrs  .  DeWiit  Henry 
CLEVE  G.  HEYL,  SR. 

•  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roby  D.  Jones 
FORREST  CADY 

by  Mrs.  Jack  Olmsted  &  Children 
ARTHUR  CARTER 
byMr.  &  Mrs.  John  Lee  Kincaid 
P.  R.  PURSER 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Lee  Kincaid 
TOM  F.  PITTS 
by  Mrs.  Joe  D.  Pitts 
MRS.  MARTHA  SQUYRES 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ball  &  Family 
MR.  &  MRS.  FRANK  NORMAN 
by  Opal  Moore 
HENRY  FOREST  CADY 
by  Miss  Alma  Licchty 
MRS.  O.  T.  JOYNER 
by  W.  D.  8c  Puddin  Cotton 
CARL  JACKSON  HANSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  W.  R .  Chadick 
HENRY  FOREST  CADY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sam  Bocsc 
TOM  FORD  PITTS 
by  Grace  K .  Stroud 
BOBBY  R .  DINAN 
by  Marjorie  C.  Laing 
MRS. CORINE  BRASHER 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  Jamc.s  C.  Johnson 
ALBERT  CUITZEITH 
byMr.  8i  Mrs.  Wm .  Goeddertz 
MRS.  C.  H.  NETTERVILLE 
by  Ed  &  Dorothy  McDonald 
EDGAR  V.  MCDONALD 
by  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Sutton 
MRS.  LINZY  LEATHERS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rudy  VoIcnUne 
ELMER  BAKER 
by  Mrs.  Ezell e  F.  Davidson 
LT.  COL.  CHESLEYH.  JONES 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  David  Martin 
FLOYD  ELDRED  ' 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Crawford 
CHARLIE  CI-IATHAM 
by  the  Eros  United  MethcKlist  Church 


at  Ammons  Camp.  Fish  were  distri¬ 
buted  to  the  cottages  for  some  mighty 
tasty  meals.  Thanks,  men. 
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MRS.  C.  R.  GODFREY 
by  Mary  C.  Womble 
MRS.  R.  W.  SANDERS,  SR. 
by  the  J.  Hv  Boatman  Family 

MISS  LILLIE  McFarland 

by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  L.  W.  Holbrook 
G.  D.  WARDROPE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  E.  Nelson 
JAMES  W.  TILLEY 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  Harvey  Samuels 
MRS.  0.  T.  JOYNER 
by  Rev.  Si  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Shaw 
MRS.  MILISSA  CONERLY 
by  Rev.  Si  Mrs.  Wm.  B  Shaw 
MRS.  C.  P.  GRAY 
by  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Pipes 
ADAMJ.  HEBERT 
byMr.  Si  Mrs.  Conrad  P.  Edwards 
and  Anne  and  Linda 
W.  M.  POLLOCK,  JR. 
by  Mrs.  J.  K.  Brothers  St  Family 
by  Mrs  .  Florence  T.  McKinnon 
MRS.  FITZGERALD 
by  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Tracy  Harrel,  Jr. 
PAUL  PURSER 

by  Mr.  St  Mrs.  Tracy  Harrell,  Jr. 
MRS.  J.  J.  VALENTINE 
by  Mrs .  Sara  Stokes 
W.  M.  POLLOCK,  JR. 

by  Mrs  .  Sara  Stokes 
MRS.  LIZZIE  BENNETT 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  H.  0.  Heame  Si 
Maridene 

REV.  E. W.  CORLEY 
by  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  H.  0.  Heame  Si 
Maridene 

MR.  &  MRS.  JAMES  K.  TROUSDALE 
by  Ella  Trousdale 
C .  G .  HOBGOOD 
by  Mrs.  L.  K.  Wells 
MRS.  AUDREY  WINN 
by  Betty  and  Bill  Rowell 
MRS.  G.  L.  WARREN,  SR. 

by  Mrs  .  T.  Morris  Adger 
L.  L.  BAILEY 

byMr.  8i  Mrs.  CleveG.  Heyl,  Jr. 
REV.  E.  W.  CORLEY 
by  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Herman  Wilder 
C.  G.  HOBGOOD 
by  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  R.  L.  Watt 
MRS.  MILDRED  BRADLEY 
by  Mrs.  Fred  Bennett,  Mrs.  BUI 
Baker,  Mrs.  Cleo  Norris 
F.  G.  KELLY 

by  Goodwill  S.S.  Class,  Memorial 
United  Methodist.  Bastrop 
MRS.  MALISSA  CONERLY 
by  Mrs.  Tina  Thomason 
by  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  O.  0.  Ferguson 
MRS.  HELEN  DUNCAN 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  A.  B.  Grigg.  Sr. 

W.  (Biil)M.  POLLOCK,  JR. 

by  Mr.s.  Camille  Sc  Marie  Nabors 
HENRY  FOREST  CADY 
by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Nick  Vlgnaud 
LESLIE  JONES 
by  Robclinc  United  Methodist 
MRS.  MAURIE  MILLICON  NORMAN 
by  Gladys  &  Ella  B.  Young 
MRS.  LOU  ELLEN  ARMOUR 
hy  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  T.  L.  Young 
L.  L.  BAILEY 

()y  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Dche  V.  Cannon 
MRS.  C.  P.  GRAY,  SR. 


Member  of  Parish  Council 

Our  Assistant  Superintendent,  Mr. 
DeVille,  has  been  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Lincoln  Parish  Drug  Abuse  Co¬ 
ordinating  Council.  The  drug  problem 
is  increasingly  serious  everywhere.  We 
are  glad  that  our  community  is  aware 
and  trying  to  act.  We  are  glad  that  the 
Home  participates  in  community  af¬ 
fairs. 
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City  Basketball  League 

For  character  building  and  team 
play,  as  well  as  for  sport,  basketball 
is  a  great  game.  The  Home  has  four 
teams  in  the  City  (largely  church) 
League  this  year.  They  are;  Grade 
School,  Junior  High,  and  High  School 
boys,  and  Junior  and  Senior  High 
Girls. 
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Organizes  Girl  Scouts 

Sparked  by  the  interest  of  Mrs. 
Thompson  of  our  staff,  we  are  organiz¬ 
ing  a  Girl  Scout  Troop.  Troops  in 
town  were  simply  over-crowded.  Our 
troop  will  have  the  standard  three  divi¬ 
sions:  Junior  Scouts,  ages  9,  10,  11; 
Cadette  Scouts,  ages  12,  13,  14,  15; 
Senior  Scouts,  16  and  above, 
t 


byMr.  Sc  Mrs.  Guy  T.  Elliott,  Sr. 

MRS.  FLORENCE  HALL 
by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Guy  T.  Elliott.  Sr. 

HARRY  K.  FULLER 
by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Grafton  McKinney 
Sc  Tim 

W.  M.  POLLOCK.  JR. 

by  Mrs .  G  .  C.  Meaux 
CHARLES  GOING  HOBGOOD 
by  Aunt  BiUie  St  Family 
MRS.  DAISY  RUSSELL  GRAY 
by  Mrs .  Mary  Gish  Harvey 
MRS.  ED  WRIGHT 
by  Mr.  St  Mrs.  Donald  Bickham 
L.  L.  BAILEY 

by  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Orlean  Jowers,^  Mr. 

Si  Mrs.  Gene  Duco,  Mrs.  Pat 
Strother,  Miss  Pam  Strother,  Misses 
Kelley  Si  Karen  Taylor.  Mr.  Si  Mrs. 

Joe  F.  Taylor 
REV.  ELMUS  W.  CORLEY 
by  John  Miller  &  Johnny  Muckleroy.Jr. 

MRS.  MELISSA  CONERLY 
by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Story 
BILLY  HOGAN 
by  Billy  St  Evelyn  James 
MRS,  LIZZIE  T.  BENNETT 
by  Hcrschcl  8i  Irma  Sharp 
MRS.  R.  E.  CONNELL 
by  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  J.  J.  Douglas 
LYNN  BAILEY 
by  Mrs.  Helen  L.  Adcock 
MRS.  POOLE  ROBINSON 
by  Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Dennie  Owen 
MRS.  LIZZIE  BENNETT 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  T.  M.  Sherrard 
W.  M.  POLLOCK,  JR. 

by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  Harvey  Samuels 
PAUL  H.  WALSER 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  Harvey  Samuels 
PAUL  H.  WALSER 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hammett 
L.  L.  BAILEY 

byMr.  8i  Mrs.  John  R.  Fowler 

t 

Thank  You,  Lord, 

For  tender,  deep  maternal  love 
I  knew  in  days  of  buoyant  youth. 
For  strong,  paternal  guiding  grace 
That  testified  your  precious  truth. 
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Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  (right)  officiated  at  the  opening  and  consecra¬ 
tion  of  the  new  sanctuary  at  Hughes  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  Sunday,  Jan.  28.  Others  participating  (left  to  right)  the  Rev. 
George  Calvin,  Camphor  pastor;  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Wesley  pastor;  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  First  Church  pastor;  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  Baton  Rouge 
District  superintendent;  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Miller,  Hughes  pastor;  the  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  director  of  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  University. 


New  Hughes  church  located  at  Jonah  and  38th  Streets  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Negotiations  are  underway  for  the  purchase 
of  land  directly  across  the  street  from  the  new  structure 
for  reestablishing  the  playground  at  Hughes.  Currently 
Hughes  Church  Center  includes  a  Day  Care  Center,  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  provides  sewing  and  knitting  classes,  an 
Operation  Upgrade  class  and  maintains  a  job  information 
center. 
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Pastor’s  School  speakers  announced; 
sessions  July  30-August  2 

The  Committee  of  the  Louisiana  shall,  Tex.,  and  New  Testament 
Annual  Conference  Pastor’s  School  Studies,  by  Dr.  Bruce  D.  Rahtjen  of 
announces  the  faculty  for  this  year’s  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas 
school  which  is  to  be  held  July  30  City,  Mo. 

through  August  2,  1973  at  Centenary  As  a  special  feature  this  year  there 
College,  Shreveport.  will  be  lectures  by  Dr.  Carlyle  Mar- 

As  the  result  of  last  year’s  evalua-  ney  who  is  the  founder  of  Interpreters’ 
tion  by  the  participants  the  following  House,  an  ecumenical  center  of  study 
areas  will  be  covered  in  lectures;  and  work  at  Lambuth  Inn,  Lake  Ju- 


Preaching,  by  Dr.  Robert  E.  Hayes, 
Sr.,  president  of  Wiley  College,  Mar- 


New  bus  for  Hughes  Day  Care 
Center.  Churches  contributing 
to  the  support  of  the  Hughes 
Church  Center  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission,  Inc.  include  First 
Church,  Wesley  Church  and 
Hughes. 


naluska,  North  Carolina. 

To  add  to  this  special  feature  will 
be  periods  of  worship  with  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  preaching. 

There  will  be  times  for  study,  shar¬ 
ing  of  ideas  in  seminars,  and  free  time, 
for  those  who  attend. 

Brochures  with  the  details  will  be 
mailed  to  all  preachers  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  late  in  March. 

Members  serving  on  the  Commit¬ 
tee  are;  Dr.  Robert  Ed.  Taylor,  chair¬ 
man  of  Continuing  Education  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Rev.  Howard  L.  Milo, 
chairman  of  Pastors’  School  Commit¬ 
tee,  the  Rev.  John  Johns,  dean;  the 
Rev.  Robert  Potter,  Worship  chair¬ 
man,  and  the  Rev.  James  M.  Poole, 
treas  urer-registr  ar . 

t 


Hammond  District  plans  for  church  expansion 


At  a  dinner  meeting  at  Holiday  Inn 
in  Hammond,  February  12,  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Missions  voted  unani¬ 
mously  to  acquire  locations  for  Church 
sites  in  two  widely  separated  areas  and 
continue  efforts  to  acquire  property  in 
a  third. 


A  2.3  acre  site  valued  at  $162,000  in 
Eden  Isle  Estate  Development  between 
Slidell  and  New  Orleans  is  to  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  the  sum  of  $34,000.00. 
This  development  encompasses  a  mas¬ 
sive  canal  and  dredging  operation  which 
will  eventually  provide  12,500  hous¬ 


ing  units  each  with  water  frontage  off 
Lake  Ponchatrain. 

A  second  location  in  the  University 
section  of  Hammond  was  authorized 
for  purchase  by  the  District  Board. 
This  property  comprises  two  acres  in  a 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


The  fourth  and  last  full  LOUI¬ 
SIANA  METHODIST  circula¬ 
tion  report  appears  on  pages  6 
and  7.  Next  week  we  will  pub¬ 
lish  only  the  recapitulation  of 
totals  from  each  of  the  dis¬ 
tricts.  We  appreciate  your 
help. 


Bishop  Crutchfield  was  in  Lafayette  District 
Feb.  3-4,  where  he  visited  Sager-Brown  School, 
dedicated  the  education  building  at  Franklin 
and  an  education  building  at  Abbeville  United 
Methodist  Church.  ABOVE:  Taking  part  in 
dedicatory  service  at  Franklin  Church  (left  to 
right)  the  Rev.  Ken  McDowell,  Lafayette  Dis¬ 


trict  superintendent.  Bishop  Crutchfield,  Clay 
Terry,  Building  Committee  chairman,  and  the 
Rev.  C.  Robert  McCammon,  host  pastor.  CEN¬ 
TER:  Bishop  Crutchfield  shown  in  Sager- 

Brown  School  Cafeteria  at  Baldwin  with  Mrs. 
Fred  Flurry  and  Mrs.  Cheney  Morse,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  school.  RIGHT:  Participants 


in  Abbeville  dedication  (left  to  right)  the  Rev. 

Taylor,  host  pastor,  the  Rev.  Tracy  Ar¬ 
nold  former  pastor,  under  whose  leadership  the 
building  was  erected;  Bishop  Crutchfield,  the 
I'®''-  Ken  McDowell,  and  Frank  Harris,  Build¬ 
ing  Committee  chairman. 


Hammond  District  Board  of  Missions  Executive  Committee  at 
meeting  with  the  Rev.  Garland  Dean,  representative  from  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Missions.  (Left  to  right)  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  William  Fraser,  Chairman  Tom  Matheny,  A.  W.  Baker, 
chairman  of  Eden  Isle  committee,  Nick  Saladino,  district  lay 
leader,  and  Dean. 


Participants  in  Feb.  12  Hammond  District  Board  of  Missions 
meeting  at  Holiday  Inn  in  Hammond.  (Left  to  right,  standing) 
Baker,  James  Adams,  John  Casey,  Bill  Irving,  Phil  Vi/oodland, 
Fraser,  Joe  McClain,  Welton  Brumfield,  Sr.,  Matheny;  (seated) 
Mrs.  Saladino,  Mrs.  Clarice  Hively,  Saladino,  Dean  and  Mrs. 
Dean. 


from  page  one  HAMMOND 

new  residential  area  being  developed 
by  University  Development  and  Re¬ 
source  Company. 

A  study  is  being  made  of  possible 


locations  in  the  Mandeville  area.  Tom 
Matheny  is  Chairman  of  the  District 
Board  of  Missions; the  Rev.  William  P. 
Fraser  is  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Hammond  District. 
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A  message  from  our  bishop 

Occasionally  Christians  are  presented  with  an  opportunity  to  make 
some  small,  tangible  expression  of  a  very  large  love.  Such  occasions  afford 
one  a  chance  to  build  bridges  of  international  and  interracial  understand¬ 
ing  and  to  strengthen  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  am  writing  concerning  one  of  these  opportunities.  The  project  is 
“Hymnals  for  Mexico,”  which  the  laity  of  this  conference  are  enthusias¬ 
tically  promoting.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Hubert  Blanchard  of  Sulphur  tells 
me  that  the  first  Methodist  missionaries  in  Mexico  were  from  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  conference,  and  that  though  Methodism  is  stronger  in  Mexico  today  it 
does  minister  in  places  of  unusual  need.  One  of  the  needs  in  many  of  the 
congregations  is  for  a  satisfactory  hymnal  to  be  used  in  worship.  The 
Methodist  hymnal  in  Spanish  is  the  answer.  These  hymnals  are  being 
printed  in  South  and  Central  American  countries  and  Bishop  Ruiz  has 
sent  us  a  list  of  the  churches  in  Mexico  that  have  requested  such  aid. 
Many  of  the  Mexican  congregations  are  providing  their  own  hymnals,  but 
some  truly  cannot.  This  is  where  we  come  in. 

A  $3.00  donation  per  hymnal  will  be  followed  by  a  proper  letter 
from  Mexico  acknowledging  receipt  of  same,  plus  the  proper  recognition 
in  the  inside  back  of  the  hymnbook.  I  would  suggest  that  you  send  your 
$3.00  immediately  (or  as  many  multiples  of  $3.00  as  you  like)  to  Dr. 
Leonard  Cooke,  conference  treasurer.  Please  advise  Mr.  Hubert  Blanch¬ 
ard  of  your  gift  so  that  he  may  keep  a  record.  Mr.  Blanchard’s  address 
is  P.  O.  Drawer  29,  Sulphur,  Louisiana  70663.  We  are  most  anxious  to 
provide  proper  materials  for  Christian  music  according  to  the  need  of  our 
comrades  in  Christ  in  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mexico.  Let  us  be  gen¬ 
erous — Mexicans  love  to  sing,  and  do  it  beautifully.  Let’s  join  them  in  a 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  (left),  speaker  for  108th  Foun¬ 
ders’  Day  Sunday  at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  with  others  who  participated  in  special  cere¬ 
monies  (left  to  right)  the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis,  pastor; 
the  Rev.  Herman  Farr,  Oak  Hill  Baptist  Church  pastor,  and 
the  Rev.  James  Graham,  director,  Shreveport  Metro  Minis¬ 
tries. 


The  Rev.  Bill  Hutchinson  (third  from  right),  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  to  Monterrey,  Mexico  and  director  of  Camp  Sierra-Linda  in 
Monterrey  is  shown  meeting  with  some  ministers  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  (Left  to  right)  the  Rev.  Ken  Reed,  the  Rev. 

Deen  Thompson,  the  Rev.  Stone  Caraway,  the  Rev.  Richard  Meek, 
the  Rev.  Tom  Crosby,  (Hutchinson),  the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son,  Lake  Charles  District  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Penn  Morgan. 
Hutchinson  recently  spent  two  days  in  the  Lake  Charles  District 
working  out  details  for  an  exchange  of  youth  in  summer  camps. 

Lake  Charles  District  to  aid  Sierra-Linda 


The  Lake  Charles  District  is  mov¬ 
ing  ahead  with  the  promotion  of  their 
Advance  Special  project — Camp  Sier¬ 
ra-Linda  in  Monterrey,  Mexico. 

The  Rev.  William  Hutchinson, 
Methodist  minister  from  Ohio  who  is 
responsible  for  all  of  the  camping  pro¬ 
gram  carried  on  at  these  facilities, 
recently  visited  in  the  district  and 
told  of  the  work  of  Sierra-Linda. 

In  December,  1972,  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Board  of  Missions  ap¬ 
proved  an  Advance  Special  in  the 
amount  of  $2,500  for  the  camp. 


Churches  within  the  district  are  asked 
to  become  a  part  of  this  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  by  giving  whatever  they  desire. 

According  to  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  Harvey 
G.  Williamson,  any  contribution 
should  be  made  directly  to  one’s  own 
church.  It  will  be  sent  to  the  District 
Treasurer  by  the  local  church  and 
credit  will  be  given  those  churches 
whose  membership  become  a  part  of 
this  special  project. 

A  series  of  slides  are  available  from 
the  district  office  for  the  promotion 


St.  Paul  observes  108th  anniversary 


St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church, 
1001  Pierre  Avenue,  Shreveport,  re¬ 
cently  celebrated  the  108th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  its  founding  in  1865.  The 
principal  speaker  for  the  Founders’ 
Day  Sunday  was  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  of  the  Louisiana  Area. 

Those  participating  in  the  program 


Mrs.  Markham 


of  this  project. 

Camp  Sierra-Linda  is  located  25 
miles  from  the  city  of  Monterrey, 
Mexico.  It  covers  some  15  acres  of 


in  addition  to  Bishop  Crutchfield 
were:  the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis, 
pastor;  the  Rev.  Herman  Farr,  repre¬ 
senting  the  Interdenominational  Minis¬ 
terial  Alliance;  the  Rev.  John  D.  V. 
Hamilton,  Jr.,  St.  James  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church;  the  Rev.  James  A.  Gra¬ 
ham,  director,  Shreveport  Metro  Min¬ 
istries;  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Haynes,  pastor, 
Jewella  United  Methodist  Church;  Dr. 
Carl  F.  Lueg,  Jr.,  district  superinten¬ 
dent. 

A  special  feature  of  the  program 
was  the  presentation  of  the  oldest  liv¬ 
ing  church  member,  Mrs.  Neil  Mark¬ 
ham,  who  is  in  her  96th  year. 

Mrs.  Carolyn  P.  Williams  was  or¬ 
ganist  and  choirs  from  St.  Paul  and 
St.  James  churches  took  part. 


ground  in  a  beautiful  hill  setting.  It 
is  actually  a  campsite  for  all  of  Mex¬ 
ico  as  children,  youth  and  adults  come 
from  throughout  the  country. 
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by  Dr.  George  W.  Martin 

Superintendent, 
Arkadelpkia  District 


T 

I  hree  sergeants  had  been 
separated  from  their  unit  for  sev¬ 
eral  days,  and  had  been  wander¬ 
ing  in  the  wilderness  all  that 
time  with  only  meager  rations. 

“‘Well,’  speculated  one  of  the 
sergeants,  ‘if  we  could  only  re¬ 
member  what  our  orders  read, 
we’d  know  what  our  mission  was, 
and  we  could  head  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  objective.’ 

“  One  of  the  other  sergeants 
slapped  irritably  at  a  fly  which 
had  been  bothering  him  for  some 
time.  ‘I’ll  bet  I  remember  what 
our  mission  was!’  he  shouted,  a 
ferocious  gleam  kindling  in  his 
eyes.  ‘Wasn’t  it  to  exterminate  all 
those  blasted  flies?  Yes!  That’s 
what  it  was.’  With  that  he  fash¬ 
ioned  a  flyswatter  out  of  his  mess 
kit  and  began  to  run  about  fur- 
iouslyr,  swatting  at  every  fly  he 
could  see. 

“  ‘Well,’  said-one  of  the  two  re¬ 
maining  sergeants,  lying  back  in 
the  sparse  shade  of  a  bush, 
‘frankly,  I  don’t  care  much  about 
what  our  mission  was,  or  about 
getting  back  to  our  unit.  I  kind 
of  like  it  here  with  no  General  or 
Second  Looeys  to  tell  us  what  to 
do,  so  I’m  just  going  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  that  fact  and  get  my¬ 
self  a  little  peace  and  quieL’ 

“So  saying,  he  went  to  sleep, 
leaving  the  third  sergeant  to  pon¬ 
der  alone. 

“After  several  minutes  of  fruit¬ 
less  pondering  about  their  mis- 
lain  mission,  the  wakeful  sergeant 
suddenly  heard  noises  of  troop 
movements  in  the  distance.  Ex¬ 
citedly  he  shook  the  sleeping  ser¬ 
geant. 

“  ‘Wake  up!  Wake  up!’  he 
shouted  in  his  companion’s  ear. 
‘I’ve  remembered  what  our  mis¬ 
sion  is!’ 

“  ‘What  is  it?’  the  sleepy  ser¬ 
geant  asked,  rubbing  his  eyes  and 
yawning. 

“  ‘It’s  to  defend!  To  defend!’  he 
shouted  triumphantly. 

“  ‘To  defend  what?  Where? 
Against  what  or  whom?’  the 
drowsy  sergeant  asked,  not  much 
impressed. 

“‘Look!  See  the  horizon?  The 
enemy  advances  upon  us  even 
now!  Defend!  Fire!’ 

“  He  took  up  his  Browning 
automatic  rifle  and  began  to  fire 
upon  the  advancing  troops  in 
rapid,  deadly  bursts  —  running 
first  to  the  right  and  firing  from 
there,  then  to  the  left  and  firing 
from  there.  Finally,  he  hurried 
to  dead  center  and  fired  from 
there  with  telling  effects. 

“  The  active  sergeant  was  so  en¬ 
grossed  in  what  he  had  been  do¬ 
ing  that  he  could  not  hear  his 
comrade  shouting  for  him  to  stop 
firing.  He  stopp^  only  when  all 
the  troops  were  dead  and  lay  up¬ 
on  the  ground.  Both  sergeants 
ran  up  to  look  at  the  dead  sol¬ 
diers. 
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Reverent  and  Relevant 


“As  they  rolled  one  dead  man 
over,  they  both  gasped  in  horror. 

“  ‘Gad,  Sam’  whispered  the 
once-sleepy  sergeant,  ‘you’ve 
killed  our  own  boys.’  ”  (Excerpts 
from  G.  W.  Jones,  The  Inno¬ 
vator,  pp.  32-34) 


In  trying  to  focus  our  mission, 
some  of  us  may  be  as  far  off  the 
beam  as  the  toee  tired  and  al¬ 
most  berserk  sergeants  in  this 
contemporary  parable.  “Swatting 
flies” — or  any  of  its  ecclesiastic^ 
equivalents  —  may  need  to  be 
done,  but  it  is  hardly  a  big 
enough  task  to  marshal  the  full 
resources  of  the  church  behind 
it.  “To  defend”  may  sound  chal¬ 
lenging  and  patriotic  enough,  but 
this,  too,  if  it  takes  aU  we’ve 
got,  can  be  both  destructive  and 
dead-end.  “Lying  back  in  the 
sparse  shade  of  a  bush”  certain¬ 
ly  can  look  attractive  after  an  ex¬ 
hausting  run  at  goals,  quotas  and 
unmet  budgets.  But,  again,  this 
holds  no  lasting  satisfaction  for 
people  who  claim  to  be  “children 
of  the  living  God.” 

The  process  of  restructuring — 
and  what  active  Methodist  has 
not  been  involved  in  it  at  some 
level,  either  on  the  general 
Church  level  or  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  level,  since  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  1972?  —  focuses  a 
large  and  more  far-reaching  is¬ 
sue:  restructuring  for  what?  re¬ 
organizing  for  whom?  This  is  the 
mission  of  the  church  issue,  isn’t 
it? 

During  this  period  of  ferment¬ 
ing  potential  and  restructuring, 
possibilities,  I  would  like  to  ven¬ 
ture  a  strong  plea  for  a  lasting 
marriage  between  Reverence  and 
Relevance  both  in  our  intangible 
concepts  of  our  mission  and  in 
the  tangible  structures  we  adopt 
to  fulfill  it. 

By  “reverence”  I  mean  a  deep, 
conscious,  cultivated  respect  for, 
faith  in,  awe  of,  and  commitment 
to  the  enormous  resources  of 
God  in  Christ  through  the  Holy 
Spirit — that  welded  Ae  early  dis¬ 
ciples  into  a  cohesive  community 
in  the  beginning  and  has  been 
the  sustaining  force  in  the  church 
ever  since. 

By  “relevance”  I  mean  being 
in  touch,  involved  with  the  go¬ 
ings-on  in  our  generation;  being 
pertinent  and  to  the  point  with 
the  resources  that  God  would 
channel  through  the  Church  to 
the  world  which  H  e  loves  so 
much  that  He  gave  .  .  . 

“Reverence”  refers  to  all  that 
goes  on  “in  church”  —  worship, 
budgets,  meetings,  etc. — all  that 
fits  into  the  category  of  the 
church’s  self-maintenance.  “Rele¬ 
vance”  refers  to  all  those  points 
of  contact  and  involvement  that 
the  church  has  with  the  world, 
through  its  corporateness  and  its 


individual  members. 

The  church  has  a  mission  in 
the  world  and  we  need  to  be  both 
bold  and  unafraid  about  it.  The 
structures  of  the  church  need  to 
be  faithful,  flexible  and  rich 
enough  so  that  this  two-fold  mis¬ 
sion  may  be  carried  out  simul¬ 
taneously!  Not  one  for  a  while 
and  then  the  other,  but  both  sim¬ 
ultaneously! 

For  those,  like  me,  who  find 
Biblical  pictures  helpful  in  these 
matters,  there  is  a  fairly  good  one 
in  the  fomth  chapter  of  Nehe- 
miah.  Nehemiah  has  organized 
the  people  in  Jerusalem  in  the 
project  of  rebuilding  the  wall 
around  the  sacred  city.  The  Sa¬ 
maritans,  to  the  nor&,  hear  of 
the  undertaking  and  not  wanting 
it  to  succeed,  begin  to  deride 
Nehemiah.  Their  derision  turns 
to  anger,  their  anger  to  contempt, 
and  dieir  contempt  into  hostile, 
sneak  attacks  upon  Nehemiah 
and  his  workers.  Nehemiah  is 
caught  in  a  dilemma:  if  he  stops 
and  fi^ts  the  Samaritans,  the 
waU  wall  not  go  up;  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  concentrates  only 
on  building  the  wall,  his  people 
are  certain  to  be  slaughtered. 
After  pondering  and  praying  over 
this  troubling  situation,  Nehe¬ 
miah  comes  up  with  an  effective 
strategy.  It  is  set  forth  in  the 
seventeenth  verse  of  the  fourth 
chapter:  “Those  who  carried  bur¬ 
dens  were  laden  in  such  a  way 
that  each  with  one  hand  carried 
his  weapon  and  with  the  other 
labored  on  the  work.”  A  two-fold 
mission  was  being  carried  on 
simultaneously! 

I  know  that  it’s  risky  to  stretch 
such  a  picture  too  far,  but  the 
reason  for  self-maintenance  was 
that  the  building  might  go  on.  I 
believe  this  holds  for  the  church 
as  well.  There  is  a  divinely  order¬ 
ed  rh5rthm  in  our  corporateness 
and  separateness,  in  our  coming 
together  and  in  our  scattering 
apart.  We  are  called  together  in 
order  that  we  might  go  out;  we 
are  renewed  that  we  may  be 
agents  of  renewal;  we  are 


cleansed  that  we  might  be  agents 
of  cleansing;  loved  that  we  might 
be  loving;  blessed  that  we  might 
be  channels  of  blessings. 

T.  Ralph  Morton  says  in  his 
book,  Jesus:  Man  For  Today, 
“We  are  not  in  the  church  to 
learn  how  to  live  in  the  church. 
We  are  in  the  church  to  learn  to 
live  in  the  world,  to  live  in 
our  contemporary  world  with 
Christ.” 

The  truth  of  this  came  home 
to  me  in  a  very  simple  thing  that 
happened  during  the  fruit  season 
in  Ae  summer  of  ’70.  Dr.  Roy 
Bagley  and  I  were  driving  back 
to  south  Arkansas  after  spending 
a  week  at  Mt.  Sequoyah.  We 
stopped  at  a  roadside  fruit  stand 
near  Coal  Hill  to  stock  up  on 
some  ripe  fruit.  Under  the  shed 
there  was  basket  after  basket  of 
tree-ripened  peaches  and  vine- 
ripened  grapes.  We  made  our 
purchases  and  were  on  way.  Re¬ 
flecting  on  that  simple  episode  a 
simple  thought  struck  me  with  an 
unusual  force:  those  peaches  and 
grapes  did  not  grow  under  that 
shed  but  out  in  the  field  —  in 
the  open  air,  in  the  sun,  in  the 
rain,  even  in  the  storms. 

It  also  struck  me  forcefully 
that  the  Christian  life  grows  to 
maturity  in  the  field  as  well.  It 
may  get  started  in  the  “green¬ 
house”  of  a  church  school  class 
and  certainly  be  fertilized  in  a 
rich  service  of  corporate  worship, 
but  it  stretches  into  maturity  in 
the  pleasant  and  turbulent  fields 
of  life.  We  don’t  need  less  wor¬ 
ship  and  more  service  to  the 
world,  nor  do  we  need  more  wor¬ 
ship  and  less  service.  We  need 
more  of  both — and  simultaneous¬ 
ly! 

Why  does  the  church  periodi- 
caUy  have  to  go  through  the 
painful  process  of  restructuring 
for  mission?  Why  does  the  con¬ 
gregation  continue  to  meet  to¬ 
gether  regularly?  Why  does  the 
church  keep  assessing  seriously 
its  relation  to  the  world?  The 
answer  is:  our  life  depends  on! 


- - - 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


A  bill  submitted  to  Congress  by  Rep.  Ella  T.  Grasso 
would  permit  persons  doing  volunteer  work  for 
public  or  private  (including  church-related)  non¬ 
profit  groups  to  deduct  up  to  1,000  hours — or  $2,000 
— on  their  income  tax.  The  Connecticut  congress- 
woman,  specifically  mentioning  church  groups,  told 
her  colleagues  the  legislation  “would  prove  a  boon 
for  volunteer  work  in  America.”  “At  this  time,  many 
public  and  private  non-profit  organizations  must 
continue  their  operations  with  small,  overworked 
staffs,”  she  said.  Under  the  bill,  a  person  contribut¬ 
ing  at  least  50  hours  of  uncompensated  volunteer 
work  during  the  year  would  be  eligible  for  the  spe¬ 
cial  deduction.  The  amoimt  would  equal  the  num¬ 
ber  of  hours  multiplied  by  the  federal  minimum 
wage  of  $2,  whichever  is  greater,  with  a  maximum 
deduction  of  $2,000. 

The  Chaplains’  Relig^ious  Education  Program  at 
Eglin  Air  Force  Base,  Fla.,  has  received  the 
1972  Terrence  P.  Finnegan  Award  for  the  best 
over-all  program  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  At 
Eglin  more  than  200  vidnnteer  workers  are 
engaged  in  the  program,  which  includes  discus¬ 
sion  groups,  prayer  seminars,  Bible  stupes, 
hospital  programs  and  teacher  training.  Activi¬ 
ties  take  place  in  homes,  chapels,  hospitals  and 
at  the  federal  prison  camp.  The  program  in¬ 
volves  Roman  Catholics,  Protestants  and  Jews. 

Addressing  the  10th  Catholic  Inter- American  Co¬ 
operation  Program  at  its  opening  session  in  Dallas, 
Radomiro  Tomic,  founder  of  Chile’s  Christian 
Democratic  Party  and  loser  to  Salvador  AUende  in 
the  1970  presidential  race,  said  there  are  currently 
“two  essential  battles  for  justice  in  Latin  America: 
— “The  battle  for  the  construction  of  a  new  society 
and  economy  based  on  communitarian  values  and 
institutions;  —  “The  battle  for  economic,  social  and 
eventually  political  integration  of  Latin  America.” 
He  said  the  only  reason  there  are  not  more  “Cubas” 
in  Latin  America  is  because  of  current  Soviet  Union 
disinterest  and  the  present  inability  of  China  to 
move  in. 

The  “multinational  corporation”  is  one  of  the 
most  basic  and  powerful  impediments  to  world 
justice,  according  to  Dr.  Ronald  Muller,  econ¬ 
omist  and  prcrfessor  of  George  Washington  Uni¬ 
versity.  Dr.  Muller  says  tfiat  underdeveloped 
countries  are  swamped  by  the  bargaining  power 
of  the  multinational  corporation  because  of  an 
absence  or  weakness  of  institutional  mechan¬ 
isms  in  the  poorer  countries  to  control  the  be¬ 
havior  of  subsidiaries  there.  He  contends  that 
multinational  corporations  do  not  meet  the 
basic  criteria  of  justice  that  “no  one  may  en¬ 
rich  themsdves  ad  the  expense  of  others.” 

About  70,000  Jewish  immigrants  are  expected  to 
arrive  in  Israel  in  1973,  according  to  Arie  Pincus, 
chairman  of  the  Jewish  Agency  in  Jerusalem.  This 
would  be  a  20  per  cent  increase  over  1972  figures. 
The  agency  will  continue  to  help  all  Jews  who  want 
to  go  to  Israel  for  religious  or  nationality  reasons, 
Pincus  said. 

Writing  in  the  Jan.  24  issue  of  The  Christian 
Century,  Dr.  Peter  Berger,  Rutgers  prcrfessor, 
says  too  much  of  denominational  leadership  is 
caught  up  in  the  “left”  mood  of  counter-culture 
and  a  seg;ment  of  the  “intelligentsia.”  Dr.  Ber¬ 
ger  proposes  that  Christian  institutions  assert 
an  understanding  of  “diakonia”  (service)  that 
combines  relevance  to  faith  and  the  needs  of  the 
world. 


Bible  World,  an  $  11-million  tourist  attraction  at 
Orlando,  Fla.,  recreating  the  “sights  and  sounds” 
of  the  Holy  Land,  is  scheduled  to  open  in  the 
Spring  of  1974  near  Walt  Disney  World  on  U.S. 
Highway  192.  The  development  will  feature  a  207- 
room  hotel  and  50  billboard-sized  oil  paintings  by 
artist  Jackson  Bailey  depicting  the  life  of  Jesus. 
Among  the  major  attractions  will  be  a  “Passion 
Week  Panorama,”  a  light  and  sound  presentation  of 
the  last  days  of  Jesus,  and  a  “Theater  of  the  Psalms,” 
a  musical  show  featuring  songs  for  all  faiths  and  ages. 

Writing  in  the  February  issue  of  the  Derby 
diocesan  monthly  (in  En^and),  Anglican  Bishop 
Cyril  Bowles  condemned  euthanasia.  He  said: 
“Many  people  are  moved  to  support  the  legal¬ 
izing  of  such  homicide  by  sheer  compassion 
.  .  .”  But,  be  continued,  “The  danger  of  eu¬ 
thanasia  is  that  once  permitted  it  would  be¬ 
come  too  general,  and  the  obligation  that  hu¬ 
man  life  should  always  be  respected  would  veiy 
easily  be  ignored  .  . 

After  reporting  the  views  of  those  for  and  against 
mercy  killing  in  the  February  issue  of  Norwich 
Churchman,  Sir  Ronald  Tunbridge,  distinguished 
professor-emeritus  of  medicine  at  the  University  of 
Leeds  said:  “For  the  Christian  neither  the  right  to 
live  nor  the  right  to  die  is  a  matter  of  personal 
decision  but  it  is  the  will  of  the  Father.  Herein  lies 
the  essential  difference  between  the  viewpoint  of 
the  Christian  and  the  humanist.  If  life  is  a  God- 
given  gift  it  follows  that  the  Christian  should  do 
all  within  his  power  to  preserve  life.” 

Preliminaiy  findings  of  the  Nat’L  Jewish  Popu¬ 
lation  study  disclose  that  the  rate  of  intermar¬ 
riage  involving  American  Jews  in  recent  years  is 
twice  as  high  as  commonly  thought — ^reaching 
48.1  per  cent  during  the  period  1966-1972. 
An  analyse  suggests  that  “intermarrying  and 
non-intermarrying  Jews  alike — ^to  a  great  ex¬ 
tent — have  already  assimilated,  and  that  identi¬ 
fying  oneself  as  ‘JewislP  is  increasingly  less 
meaningfuL” 


Ghana’s  seven  major  Protestant  Churches  have 
taken  a  major  step  toward  union.  Participants  in 
the  30-member  Ghana  Church  Union  Committee 
include  representatives  of  the  Anglican,  Evangelical 
Presbyterian,  Presbyterian,  Methodist  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal,  Ghana  Mennonite,  and  Evangelical 
Lutheran  churches.  The  Committee  has  approved 
a  plan  to  bring  together  a  large  number  of  the  42.8 
per  cent  of  Ghanians  who  are  Christian.  Details 
for  implementing  the  union  and  a  name  for  the 
proposed  Church  have  not  been  announced. 

Pope  Paul  has  approved  a  series  of  changes 
in  the  so-called  “l^t  sacrament” — the  Sacra¬ 
ment  of  the  Anointing  of  the  Sick — to  stress 
the  fact  that  it  can  be  administered  to  ill  per¬ 
sons  not  in  immediate  danger  of  death.  Ob¬ 
servers  say  the  papal  decree  is  aimed  at  taking 
the  dread  and  psychological  fear  out  of  the 
sacrament  that  has  long  been  known  as  Ex¬ 
treme  Unction  and  associated  with  death  or 
near  death. 

Britain’s  smaller  denominations  will  receive  expert 
advice  from  a  panel  of  professional  men  when  seek¬ 
ing  to  establish  churches  in  new  communities,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  by  the  Evangelical 
Alliance,  which  embraces  more  than  700  churches, 
societies  and  fellowships.  The  panel  will  advise  on 
how  to  obtain  professional  services  from  architects 
and  surveyors  for  the  building  of  a  new  church,  on 
seeking  a  site,  and  so  on. 

“Community,  Celebration  and  Our  Worid”  is 
the  theme  of  the  Nat’l.  Interfaith  Conference 
on  Religion  and  Architecture  to  be  held  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  June  4-6.  For  more  than  30  years,  an¬ 
nual  conferences  on  religious  architecture  have 
been  held  under  various  auspices.  This  year’s 
conference,  according  to  a  spokesman,  repre¬ 
sents  a  joint  effort  by  the  organizations  involved 
in  the  Interfaith  Research  Center  to  provide  an 
interfaith,  interdenominational  and  interdiscip¬ 
linary  program  of  significance  to  the  profes¬ 
sion^  and  religious  communities. 


NEW  YORK  -  Austin  Miles,  who  has  won  the  reputation  of  "America’s  No.  1 
Ringmaster,”  is  a  man  who  has  combined  Christianity  and  the  circus.  A  li¬ 
censed  Assemblies  of  God  preacher,  he  has  found  opportunities  to  witness  to 
his  colleagues  in  the  Emmett  Kelly,  Jr.,  Circus,  of  which  he  is  director  and 
ringmaster.  Miles  says  the  typical  stereotypes  applied  to  most  show  business 
performers  —  adultery,  alcoholism,  use  of  drugs  -  do  not  apply  to  circus  per¬ 
formers.  "In  my  25  years  in  the  circus,”  the  39-year-old  ringmaster  said,  "I 
have  not  seen  one  narcotics  incident.  Not  one.”  Contrary  to  the  image  created 
by  motion  pictures  and  television,  Mr.  Miles  added,  his  circus  does  not  have 
problems  with  marijuana  or  alcohol.  Circus  performers  have  "solid  family 
lives,”  he  commented,  asserting  that  "there  are  fewer  divorces  among  circus 
performers  than  in  any  other  form  of  show  business.”  (RNS  photo) 
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“ALERT  IN  OUR  TIME” 

— as  a  worid  community  of 
Christian  women 
by  Shireen  Subramanya 

Frequently  our  day’s  routine  is 
punctuated  with  alarming  headlines 
and  tragic  news  stories.  Some  of  us 
placidly  accept  these  headline  stories 
as  the  usual  phenomena  of  our  time. 
Some  dismiss  them  swiftly  as  unplea¬ 
sant  life-styles  of  other  people  and 
barricade  ourselves  within  the  refuge 
of  our  homes.  Some  feel  threatened  to 
the  point  of  violent  counter-attack  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed.  Some  plod 
along  with  heavy  heart  and  confused 
mind,  desperately  holding  on  to  per¬ 
sonal  integrity  and  perspective  as  the 
lodestar  to  a  more  hopeful  future. 

As  concerned  Christians,  millions  of 
church  women  around  the  world  are 
committing  themselves  to  thoughtful 
prayer  and  responsive  action  in  their 
communities  as  substantive  evidence  of 
their  being  Alert  In  Our  Time.  Pro¬ 
testant,  Roman  Catholic,  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  church  women  in  the  United  States 
in  over  2,000  local  units  of  Church 
Women  United  will  seek  opportunities 
for  women  banded  together  by  a  com¬ 
mon  faith  and  common  concern  to 
alert  themselves  to  the  needs  within 
their  communities  and  translate  their 
findings  into  significant  action. 

Bonded  together  in  a  “sisterhood  of 
prayer”  Christian  women  in  168  lands 
will  bring  focus  to  the  need  to  be  Alert 
In  Our  Time  through  worship  services 
celebrating  World  Day  of  Prayer.  As 
March  2  dawns  in  the  Fiji  Islands, 
communities  will  be  linked  through 
prayer  from  country  to  country  until 
the  day  closes  on  Savoonga  Island  off 
the  west  coast  of  Alaska. 

The  story  of  World  Day  of  Prayer 
began  in  1887  with  a  small  group  of 
women  who  firmly  believed  that  the 
mission  work  for  which  they  were  re¬ 
sponsible  needed  their  support  in  pray¬ 
er  as  much  as  in  giving.  Today,  86 
years  later,  this  Day  on  the  first  Friday 
of  March  has  developed  into  a  truly 
ecumenical  and  international  celebra¬ 
tion.  Under  the  auspices  of  an  Inter¬ 
national  Committee,  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer  worship  service  is  sent  to  a 
thousand  correspondents  in  168  coun¬ 
tries  and  islands.  They,  in  turn,  arrange 
for  its  adaptation  and  translation  into 
almost  250  languages  and  dialects. 
The  worship  service  is  prepared  each 
year  by  women  from  a  different  part 
of  the  world. 


The  1973  service  was  written  by 
women  in  New  2^aland  who  explain 
the  theme  Alert  In  Our  Time  through 
their  expression  of  these  concerns. 

Some  of  these  human  needs  are  met 
through  the  offerings  received  at  the 
World  Day  of  Prayer  services.  In  the 
United  States  these  offerings  go  into  a 
fund  called  Intercontinental  Mission 
which  is  administered  by  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United — designated  by  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Committee  as  the  official  spon¬ 
sor  of  this  Day  in  the  United  States. 
This  fund,  which  enables  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United  to  participate  in  a  ministry 
to  people  all  over  the  world,  will  be 
used  for  new  projects  to  broaden  un¬ 
derstanding  of  American  Indians  and 
to  offer  them  training  in  si^ificant 
skills;  the  completion  of  a  five-year 
project  to  publish  100  new  titles  of 
children’s  books  in  five  languages;  a 
new  program  for  women  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  to  secure  jobs,  to  enhance  their 
knowledge  of  nutrition,  and  to  improve 
their  skills  in  native  crafts;  fellowship 
and  services  for  international  students 
and  guests  in  the  United  States  and  a 
ministry  for  Americans  working 
abroad;  opening  child  care  centers  in 
a  number  of  cities  and  towns  through¬ 
out  Mississippi;  opening  a  new  grad¬ 
uate  department  of  Asian  studies  in 
the  International  Christian  University 
in  Japan;  participation  in  a  joint  health 
venture  to  bring  quality  health  care  to 
all  persons  including  the  elderly,  the 
poor,  and  youth;  establishing  experi¬ 
mental  programs  in  new  careers  for 
women;  Agricultural  Missions,  Inc. 
which  is  setting  up  an  international 
rural  network  to  further  community 
development  and  respond  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  hunger  and  rural  poverty  in 
six  to  eight  world  areas. 

t 

WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER  will  be 
observed  by  women  of  Eunice-Ville 
Platte  Charge  at  the  Ville  Platte 
United  Methodist  Church,  March  2. 
The  program  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 
with  Ms.  Mary  Adell  Compton  as 
guest  speaker.  The  ladies  of  Ville 
Platte  Church  will  serve  lunch. 

THE  LAFAYETTE  AREA  of  Church 
Women  United  will  note  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer  with  a  10:00  a.m.  meeting 
in  Grace  Presbyterian  Church,  March 
2.  Guest  speaker  is  the  Rev.  Richard 
Spellman. 


John  Bergstedt  (left).  Lake  Charles  District  lay  leader, 
spoke  for  one  in  a  series  of  studies  being  conducted  on 
five  age  levels  at  Simpson  Church.  He  was  resource 
leader  in  an  adult  session  dealing  with  “Alcoholism, 
drugs,  and  the  Louisiana  Penal  System  as  Related  to 
Faith  and  Justice.”  Pictured  with  him  are  Mrs.  James 
Robinson,  study  coordinator  for  the  churchwide  study  of 
"Faith  and  Justice”,  and  Allan  Collette,  Jr.,  study  mod¬ 
erator  for  the  Feb.  11  session.  The  Rev.  Stone  Caraway 
is  postor. 


First  Church,  Alexandria  recently  sponsored  its  seventh  annual  art  festi¬ 
val,  which  originated  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Ben  Oliphint,  now  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Dallas,  Tex.  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  (second  from  left),  pre¬ 
sent  pastor,  is  shown  with  (left  to  right)  Mrs.  Tom  D,  Norman,  Mr.  Paul 
Arthur  Dufour  of  Baton  Rouge  who  received  special  commendation  for  his 
“Wave  III”  painting  (shown  here),  and  Martha  Gregor  T.  Goethals  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass.,  who  judged  the  show.  Dr.  Oliphint  returned  to  preach  for 
both  morning  worship  services  on  Sunday,  Jan.  28th,  one  of  three  special 
events  that  day.  Faure’s  “Requiem”  was  performed  during  the  afternoon 
at  St.  Francis  Xavier  Cathedral  as  one  feature  of  the  festival.  At  7  p.m. 
Dr.  Ernest  Stokely  directed  a  30-minute  multimedia  presentation  of  “Od¬ 
yssey  of  Man.” 


Larry  E.  Leach  of  Hornbeck  (fourth  from  left)  winner  of  the  purchase  prize 
of  the  Art  Festival,  with  his  wife,  received  congratulations  from  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Peyton  III,  associate  pastor  of  the  church;  Dr.  M.  Lee  Jarrell  and 
Richard  B.  Crowell,  who  with  their  wives  were  general  chairmen  of  the 
show.  (Town  Talk  photos  supplied  by  Helen  Derr,  Religion  editor) 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


THE  LORANGER  United  Methodist 
Church  held  a  revival  early  in  Feb¬ 
ruary.  Evangelist  was  the  Rev.  Lee 
Beck,  pastor  of  Quitman  and  Faith 
Churches,  who  is  the  father-in-law  of 
the  Loranger  minister,  the  Rev.  Tom¬ 
my  Logan. 

CAMPING  DIRECTOR  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  the  Rev.  Calvin  La- 
puyade,  pastor  of  Trinity  Church  in 
Jennings,  was  guest  speaker  at  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Club  at  First 
Church,  Lake  Arthur.  The  summer 
camping  program  was  presented  with 
a  description  of  the  need  for  camping 
scholarships  to  enable  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  youth  to  attend.  Mike  Doland, 
a  senior  at  Lake  Arthur  High  School, 
told  of  some  of  his  camping  exper¬ 
iences.  The  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Cro- 
foot  is  the  Lake  Arthur  pastor. 


STUDENTS  G  A  T  H  E  R  E  D  at  the 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU, 
Baton  Rouge,  on  Sunday  evening,  Jan. 
28,  were  served  a  full  turkey  dinner 
by  members  of  the  Ingleside  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Titkemeyer 
and  Blakely  families  organized  the 
meal. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 

Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  g^uide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Feb.  25 — Sunday 

.  John  1:1-14 

Feb.  26  . 

Feb.  27  . 

I  John  4:11-21 

Feb.  28  . 

Hebrew  2:5-18 

Mar.  1  . 

. I  Pet.  1:9-20 

Mar.  2  . 

. John  17:1-26 

Mar.  8  . 

Matt  25:31-46 

Mar.  4 — Sunday  . 

Mark  6:45-52 
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Glenmora-Fellowship-Forest 

Hill  rStegall 

9 

9 

Jena  -Nolley  -Belah:Blakely 

16 

24 

40 

Lottie -Rosedale -New  Rds: 

Burlew 

17 

17 

Marksville  -Oakgrove  - 

S  imm  sport :  Lee 

6 

18 

24 

Melville -PalmettorSmith 

2 

11 

13 

Olla  -Tullos  :Robinson 

1 

28 

29** 

Pineville  rWalton 

22 

81 

103** 

PI.  Grove:Felder 

4 

1 

5 

Poll  ock  -Selma  -Liberty  :Dill 

4 

16 

20 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg: 

Hodges 

1 

25 

26 

Trout  -Eden  -Urania:Matthews 

4 

32 

36** 

Vidal  iarBengtson 

2 

13 

15 

Totals 

T19 

471 

Tl 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


Baker  :Stringf  ield 

28 

16 

44 

Baton  Rouge -Broadmoor:Ross 

21 

84 

105 

Camphor:Calvin 

5 

15 

20 

First:Dawson 

81 

81 

AshuiryrHorton 

2 

3 

5 

Istrouma.'Wall 

54 

47 

101 

Jefferson  :Lilly 

6 

14 

20 

No.  Baton  Rouge: Carter 

7 

11 

1 

19 

St.  Paul*s:McCutcheon 

2 

1 

3 

Bethel  -Magnolia:Dampier 

6 

22 

28 

Blackwater:Hakely 

13 

17 

30 

Clinton  -Mt .  Zion  -St .  Paul  :Ennis 

6 

1 

7 

Clinton-Clear  Creek:Nance 

7 

35 

42* 

Deerford:W  Ukes 

5 

13 

18** 

Denham  Spgs .  -FirstAlartin 

32 

13 

3 

48 

Donalds  on  vil  1  e  :K  imble 

5 

3 

1 

9 

St.  Peter -Haven  :Berry 

2 

6 

8 

Grand  River:01dham 

6 

6 

Jackson -Ethel  :Carter 

2 

10 

12 

Live  Oak:Collins 

1 

6 

7 

NapoleonvUle  -Woodlawn  -Wesley : 

Augustine 

9 

5 

14 

Plaquem  ine  A4ill  er 

5 

10 

15 

St.  Francis ville -Tunica 

5 

8 

13 

Slaughter -Bluff  Creek:Burgess 

3 

16 

19 

Zachary  :Galatas 

5 

18 

2 

25 

Totals 

231 

461 

7 

699 

HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Amite  -Independence  :M  cClain 

7 

110 

117** 

Bogalusa-Eliz  .Sullivanrlrving 

17 

77 

94 

Thirkield -Harry's  :Robinson 

1 

1 

Carpenter's  Chapel :Singletary 

3 

3 

Corbin  :Horton 

6 

6** 

Covington :  Ca  r  ruth 

7 

17 

24 

Days  -Center-Darlington-St. 
HelenarCampbell 

4 

7 

11 

Faithful -New  River -Meadows 
Chapel  :Beil 

1 

15 

16 

F  itzgerald  -Waldheim  :Scarf 

6 

22 

28** 

F rankl  inton  -Centenary  -Fisher: 
Bond 

5 

21 

26 

Winan  -Hayes  :Henry 

7 

7 

Gonzales  :HumiSireys 

4 

16  1 

21 

Greens  burg  -Wesley  :Casey 

28 

28 

Hammond  -Tickfaw:Moreland 

4 

37 

41 

Kentwood  -Mt .  Herman  :Stage 

8 

34 

42** 

LaHace  -Lasseigne  -Lutcher : 
Adams 

6 

11 

17 

Loranger -Coopers  :Logan 

2 

7 

9 

New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


Pearl  River -Lacombe:Dear 

8 

6 

14 

Pine  Gr .  -Montpelier  A4il ton 

4 

14 

18 

Ponchatoula:Lancaster 

7 

22 

1 

30 

Wesley  Ch -Lee's  :0'Dell 

7 

17 

1 

25 

SlidelLWoodland 

16 

40 

56 

Hartzell  Mt. Zion -Newell: 

Christopher 

5 

9 

14 

Springfield  -Huffs  -Maurepas : 

Stafford 

5 

6 

11 

Sun -Bush -St.  Tammany- 

Talisheek:Richardson 

3 

13 

2 

18** 

Tangipahoa -Pine  Ridge  :VanHom  2 

16 

18 

Vamado  -Angie :  W  ood 

7 

7* 

Walker  -Mangum  -Friendship: 

Davis 

7 

12 

3 

22 

Wesley  Ray -Live  Oak -Mary’s 

Chapel  :McCoy 

1 

1 

Totals 

136 

581 

8 

725 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Abbeville -Pecan  lsland:Taylor 

7 

7 

Berwick  :Howes 

4 

13 

17 

Franklin:McCammon 

4 

48 

52 

Golden  Meadow -Gr.  Isle:Fairley  13 

15 

28 

Houma:Cain 

4 

60 

64 

Houma  Ht -Clanton -Dulac: 

Roundtree 

9 

9 

18 

Indian  Bayou -Kaplan:  Davis 

7 

21 

28 

Jeanerette  -McGowen  -Lydia: 

Ross 

1 

8 

9 

Lafayette  -As bury  :Caraway 

18 

73 

91 

Davidson  :Putman 

1 

6 

7 

First:Means 

12 

32 

44 

Mathews  -LaG  range -Lockport- 

Raceland  :Martin 

2 

18 

20 

Morgan  City: Lawton 

30 

30 

New  Iberia:Flurry 

5 

23 

28 

Opelousas  :Harper 

10 

41 

1 

52 

St.  MarkAlcElroy 

2 

11 

13 

Patters  on -Bayou  Vista:Sherman 

4 

20 

24 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Spgs-Waxia: 

Strozier 

1 

29 

30** 

St.  Martinville-Mallalieu- 

Briggs  :Wesley 

13 

13 

Thibodaux  -Vacherie  -Gibson: 

Jones 

28 

32 

1 

61*** 

Totals  125 

r. 

509 

"2 

636 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Broadlands  :Kaight 

4 

4* 

Cameron -Grand  Chenier: 

Robertson 

4 

24 

28** 

Church  Point -Maxie-Pitreville: 

Deen 

DeQuincy:Terry  5 

13 

21 

13 

26 

DeRidder -First:Slmmons 

249 

39 

288**** 

Wesley -Merryville : 

Blackwood 

6 

28 

34 

Hopewell  :Malone 

3 

30 

33**** 

Elizabeth  :Malone 

14 

10 

24*.** 

Pine  Grove  :Mal  one 

3 

1 

4** 

Elton  -Basile  :Marcel 

1 

17 

1 

19 

Eunice -VUle  Platte  :Eubanks 

4 

34 

38 

F  airview  -Sweetlake :  Lankford 

8 

20 

1 

29 

Iowa  -Bell  City  -Hayes  :Sayes 

2 

24 

26 

Jennings  -Trinity:Lapuyade 

5 

13 

18** 

Kinder  -Oberlin:Henkel 

1 

58 

59*** 

Lake  Arthur:Crofoot 

2 

22 

24 

Lake  Charles  -First:Pearce 

19 

138 

157 

Oak  Park:Thompson 

3 

6 

9 

Simjjs  on :  Caraway 

25 

39 

64 

University:Reed 

2 

24 

26 

Warren:Jackson 

5 

11 

16 

Maplewood:Crosby 

17 

11 

28 

Moss  Bluff:Squyres 

16 

45 

61*.* 

Oakdale -Pine  PrairierConerly 

2 

21 

23 

Sulphur  -Henning.'Branton 

13 

57 

70 

Wesley  -Hackberry:  Clarke 

16 

15 

31 

Vinton  :R  ice 

3 

13 

16 

Weis  h  -Firs  t:Rob ins  on 

3 

44 

47 

Totals 

431 

782 

2 

1215 

New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


MONROE  DISTRICT 


Baskin:St.Amant 

2 

5 

y*** 

Bastrop-First:Barksdale 

9 

54 

63 

Memorial  -Beekman:Roos 

1 

5 

6 

Mt .  Olive  -Washington : 

Murray 

2 

7 

9 

Columbia  -Hebert  :Hous  e 

30 

2 

32 

Crew  Lake -Union  ivtedak 

2 

2 

4 

Delhi -Oak  Ridge  :Haskell 

5 

26 

31 

Epps  -Floyd:Foreman 

1 

15 

16 

Gilbert -Boeuf  Prairie :Holley 

6 

30 

36 

Lake  Providence  :Howell 

3 

22 

25 

Mangham  -Crowville  :Bevill 

10 

10 

Mer  Rouge -CoUinston - 

Bonne  Idee:Robertson 

6 

28 

34 

Monroe  -First:Boddie 

35 

38 

73 

Memorial  :Christie 

7 

31 

38 

Reveille -Little  Creek:Spiller  1 

12 

13 

St.  Paul*s:Stovall 

6 

8 

14 

Souths  ide  :Joyner 

12 

20 

32 

Newellton:HarriDgton 

1 

1 

Oak  Grove  :Schwendimann 

56 

28 

84**** 

Pioneer  -F  ores  t:J  ordan 

4 

4 

Ra5rviLle -Holly  Ridge:Bowdon 

8 

25 

33 

St.  Andrew's -Bartholomew: 

Patton 

6 

21 

27 

St.  Joseph -Wesley :Mims 

9 

9 

Tallulah:Corley 

4 

15 

19 

Waterproof  -Clayton:Mayo 

2 

13 

1 

16 

West  Monroe -Brownville- 

Woodlawn  :Coody 

6 

21 

27 

Claiborne  -Wilhite  :Lowe 

5 

6 

11 

First:Peyton 

29 

28 

57 

Wisner:StAmant 

1 

21 

1  . 

■  'i 

22 

Totals 

215 

535 

3 

753 

NATCHITOCHES  DISTRICT 

Bienville -Mill  Creek -Strange: 

Hodges 

6 

14 

1 

21 

Castor  :Willis 

1 

11 

12 

Coushatta-Wesley:Carroll 

5 

13 

18 

Hodge -Dodson -New  HojJelMead 

1 

28 

29 

HoUy  Springs  :McCarty 

2 

2 

Jonesboro:Tohline 

10 

28 

1 

39 

Leesville-Holly  GroveiRisinger  5 

25 

1 

31 

Logansport  -Bethel.'Wilson 

6 

32 

38 

Mansfield -Grand  Cane:Pickens 

3 

17 

20 

Wesley -Shady  Grove  :Thomas 

1 

1 

Many -Bayou  Scie.'Sirman 
Montgomery  -Mt .  Zion  -Atlanta  - 

6 

126 

132**** 

St.  Maurice.'Milem 

5 

40 

45** 

Natchitoches  -College  Ave  - 

Provencal  -Weaver:Bevill 

2 

12 

14 

First  :Blount 

28 

50 

5 

83 

Oak  Grove -Campti:Howell 

PI.  Hill -Mitchell -Pelican: 

1 

1 

Constable 

2 

28 

.  30** 

Ringgold -Grand  Bayou:Willis 
Zwolle  -Converse  -Noble : 

8 

39 

47** 

Crammer 

8 

18 

26** 

Totals 

485 

T 

589 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

New  Orleans -Algiers  :Townsend  7 

12 

19 

St.  Matthew:Carter 

24 

24** 

Aurora:Rickey 

7 

13 

20 

Belle  Chasse-New  Hope:Baker  4 

7 

11 

Carrollton:McKeithen  ■ 

3 

22 

25 

Elysian  Fields  :Bergeron 

2 

6 

8 

First:Crichlow 

6 

55 

1 

62 

Grace  :Bibbons 

7 

7 

Gretna:Harbuck 

2 

7 

9 

Jefferson  -St .  John.'Walker 

2 

7 

9 

LaHarpe  :Douglas 

3 

3 

6 

Lake  Vista:Alverson 

2 

5 

1 

8 

Mt.  Zion:Walker 

8 

6 

4 

18 

Munholland  :Jamieson 

19 

28 

47 

Napoleon  Ave:Poole 

11 

22 

33 

Parker  Mem:Hurley 

1 

20 

21 

Peck:Wilson 

8 

8 

16 

Peoples 

20 

1 

21 

St.  Andrew :Garrett 

5 

9 

14 

PAGE  SIX 


FEBRUARY  22.  1973 


John  Tubb,  chairman  of  the  Lay  Witness  Rally  73  committee 
at  Pineville,  is  shown  with  committee  at  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  planning  for  the  ecumenical  event— scheduled 
for  June  15-16. 


Second  Ecumenical  Lay  Witness 
Mission  planned  at  Alexandria 


Eighteen  members  of  the  planning 
committee  for  the  “Lay  Witness  Rally 
‘73”  gathered  recently  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church- in  Pineville  to  plan 
publicity  programs  for  the  special 
event  set  for  Friday  and  Saturday, 
June  15-16  at  the  Coliseum,  in  Alex¬ 
andria. 

The  first  event  of  this  kind,  an  ecu¬ 
menical  Lay  Witness  event,  was  held 
last  year  in  June. 

Milford  Chewning,  of  the  Lay  Re¬ 
newal  Institute  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  is  the 
overall  coordinator  for  the  event,  with 
Jack  Archer  of  Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 
as  the  youth  coordinator. 

The  program  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 
Friday,  June  15. 


This  is  a  completely  ecumenical 
event,  with  no  invitations.  Everyone  is 
free  to  come,  from  any  church,  and 
any  denomination.  A  housing  commit¬ 
tee  has  been  set  up  to  arrange  for 
lodging  in  homes  for  youth  who  attend. 
There  will  be  arrangements  at  several 
places  for  campers  to  be  set  up.  There 
are  no  charges.  A  free-will  offering 
will  be-  taken  to  take  care  of  any  ex¬ 
penses. 

Speakers  on  the  program  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  soon.  Emphasis  of  this  event 
will  be  on  lay  witnessing  by  ordinary 
people,  as  well  as  by  well  known 
speakers. 

t 


New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


Mrs.  F.  C.  McConnell  (left), 
WSCS  secretary  at  the  West  Mon¬ 
roe  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  shown  pinning  a  Spe- 
Membership  pin  on  Miss  Mildred 
Smith,  for  11  years  service  as 
treasurer  of  the  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service.  The  Rev. 
Robert  I _ Peyton  is  pastor. 

PAUL  McGOWEN,  lay  speaker  from 
Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Alexandria,  was  a  guest 
speaker  recently  in  the  Bentley  United 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  the  Rev. 
John  F.  Kellogg  is  pastor. 

“A  good  theologian  is  a  man  over¬ 
come  by  God.  He  speaks  of  God  halt¬ 
ingly  and  takes  no  credit  for  himself.” 

— ^Prof.  Jurgen  Moltmann 

t 


“Buck”  McNeil  recently  celebrated 
his  95th  birthday.  He  is  a  long  time 
member  of  lota  United  Methodist 
Church,  lota.  La.,  and  a  retired  mer¬ 
chant.  In  December,  his  driver’s  li¬ 
cense  was  renewed  enabling  him  to 
continue  driving  his  own  car.  His 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  Leland  Wade. 

P.  K.  KORNER 

JAMES  WESLEY  PUTNAM  II,  was 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Wesley  Put¬ 
nam  of  Grayson  on  December  1,  1972. 
James’  mother  is  the  former  Felicia 
Ann  Mangum,  and  his  father  is  Stu¬ 
dent  Lay  Pastor  of  the  Grayson-Kelly 
Charge.  Proud  grandparents  are  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Putnam, 
Lafayette,  and  P.  B.  Mangum,  Tyler, 
Texas.  Great  grandparents  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Perry,  Crowley  and  great, 
great  grandmother,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Spell, 
Crowley. 


SHREVEPORT  continued 


New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


St.  Bernard -St.  Claude  Hts: 
Evans 

7 

8 

1 

16 

St.  James -John  Wesley: 
Smith 

12 

17 

29**** 

St.  Luke's:Shirley 

1 

4 

5 

SecondrHerr 

2 

11 

13 

Totals 

132 

302 

7 

441 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

AnsleyiStokes 

2 

14 

16*** 

Arcadia -Mt  MariahrYork 

1 

21 

22 

Athens -Bethel -Cross  Rds: 

Spurlock 

2 

3 

5 

Bernice  -Beech  Grove  - 

Summerf  ield :  Winberly 

36 

36** 

Calhoun -Beulah -Indian  Village: 

Crotwell 

4 

8 

12 

Center  Point:Brown 

1 

5 

6 

Chatham  -Zoar. -Gilbert 

2 

10 

12 

Choudrant -Douglas  :Splnks 

1 

20 

1 

22 

Clay:Westbrook 

5 

1 

6 

Cotton  Valley -PI.  Valley  :Carter  2 

37 

39 

Downs ville -Bethel -Mt.  Nebo: 

Averett 

2 

42 

44** 

Doyline  -Sibley:Rowell 

23 

23** 

Dubach -Hilly 

1 

10 

11 

Eros:Wilson 

9 

10 

19*** 

Farmetrville  -Bird 's  :Scott 

6 

34 

40** 

Gihsland-Oak  Grove:Taylor 

5 

16 

21 

Harm  cmy  -Lisbon  -Arizona: 

Proctor 

7 

28 

1 

36 

Haynes  ville  -Shongaloo: 

Winegeart 

6 

29 

35 

Heflin -Brushwood  :Cassels 

2 

61 

63** 

Homer-Wesley:Quaid 

11 

173 

184**** 

Marion:Corie 

4 

16 

20 

Minden:Vining 

5 

89 

5 

99 

Lakeview  -^clntyreiCoppage 

3 

27 

1 

31 

Pine  Grove  -fletbelehem  - 


Evergreen  :Pearce 

7 

36 

43** 

Quitman  -Faith  :Beck 

12 

12 

24** 

Ruston  -Trinity  :Merrill 

43 

423 

466**** 

Grace  -Wesley  :Lynch 

5 

46 

4 

55* 

Whitehall  -Colquitt:Caraway 

2 

3 

5 

Springhill  -Sarepta:Harkins 

3 

34 

2 

39 

Antioch:Heam 

4 

4* 

Totals 

l48 

1275 

Is 

1438 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


Blanchard -Bel  cher:Taylor 

1 

24 

25 

Bossier  City -Barksdale -Oil 

City:Johns 

1 

1 

First:Rorie 

12 

37 

1 

50 

Cross  Roads  :Rowe 

9 

1 

10** 

Greenwood  -Bethany: 

HoUingsworth 

4 

20 

24 

Haughton  -Love:Ovenshire 

4 

18 

22 

Hosston  :Edwards 

1 

15 

16** 

GiUiam  -Ida:Edwards 

14 

14 

Keatchie  -Shiloh -Longs  treet: 

DeBusk 

1 

7 

8 

Moorings  port:Dilworth 

1 

1 

Plain  Dealing -Walker's: 

Emanuel 

2 

18 

20 

Vivian -Rodessa:Reid 

4 

4 

Shreveport  Broadmoor :  Cooke 

101 

91 

8 

200 

Caddo  Hts .  -Keithville:Coles 

1 

15 

16 

airist:Baker 

16 

13 

29 

Fairfield:Harrison 

5 

5 

First:Dykes 

43 

43 

Jewella:Haynes 

12 

12* 

Johnson  Ct-Mt.  Zion -New 

Light:Jennings 

11 

14 

25 

Lakeview  :Nolan 

5 

30 

3 

38 

Mangum  :Mouser 

5 

26 

31 

Mornings  ide  -Stonewall  :Dean 

10 

28 

38 

Noel  :Gall  oway 

40 

34 

4 

78 

St.  James :Hamilton 

10 

5 

15 

St.  Paul: Davis 

3 

15 

3 

21 

Summer  Grove  :Williams 

7 

6 

13 

Trinity -Ellerbe  Rd:Wilson 

1 

1 

Wynn  -Wesley:  Longfellow 

10 

22 

32 

Totals 

792 

*  Reached  quota 
**  Exceeded  quota 
***  Doubled  quota 

♦  ***  Every  family 


Recapitulation 


New  Renew  Not  Due  Total 


ALEXANDRIA 

119 

471 

11 

601 

BATON  ROUGE 

231 

461 

7 

699 

HAMMOND 

136 

581 

8 

725 

LAKE  CHARLES 

431 

782 

2 

1215 

LAFAYETTE 

125 

509 

2 

636 

MONROE 

215 

535 

3 

753 

NATCHITOCHES 

96 

485 

8 

589 

NEW  ORLEANS 

132 

302 

7 

441 

RUSIDN 

148 

1275 

15 

1438 

SHREVEPORT 

245 

526 

20 

792 

TOTALS 

1878 

5928 

'W 

7889 

FEBRUARY  22,  1973 


PAGE  SEVEN 


SuKctaxf  Sc^mC 

(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  which  will  ap¬ 
pear  during  the  third  quarter  —  March,  April  and 

May  —  under  the  general  topic:  "Affirmations  of 

Our  Faith.") 

f 

Bishop  Martin 

LESSON  FOR  MARCH  4: 


Th is  Is  God's  World 


SCRIPTURE  BACKGROUND;  Genesis  1:1-26,  31; 
Psalms  24:1-2;  104:24-30 

MEMORY  SELECTION;  The  earth  is  the  Lord’s, 
and  the  fulness  thereof;  the  world,  and  they  that 
dwell  therein.  (Psahns  24:1) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  enlighten  our  minds 
and  awaken  our  consciences  to  the  fact  that  we 
can  depend  upon  the  sovereignty  (d  God  as 
fully  in  the  moral  and  spiritual  realm  as  in  the 
physical  universe. 


*  ♦  * 


During  the  next  quarter  we  shall  be  examining 
some  of  the  affirmations  of  our  Christiait  faith.  We 
readily  agree  that  we  have  never  known  a  time 
when  there  was  greater  need  than  today  for  a  com¬ 
petent,  positive,  statement  of  the  things  we  Chris¬ 
tians  most  firmly  believe  about  the  meaning  and 
mystery  of  life.  Today  we  start  with  the  simple,  ba¬ 
sic  affirmation  that  by  virtue  of  creation  and  con¬ 
tinuing  preservation  this  earth  belongs  to  God.  This 
fact  is  clearly  and  forcefully  reiterated  in  the  biblical 
passages  that  have  been  cited.  Indeed  it  is  confi¬ 
dently  assumed  throughout  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  When  we  attempt  to  discern  the  relation 
of  this  central  truth  to  the  problems  of  daily  living, 
at  least  two  areas  of  thought  and  conduct  stand  out 
clearly. 

*  *  * 


WE  ARE  STEWARDS  OF  GOD’S  EARTH 

The  first  of  these  is  our  accountability  to  God  for 
the  use  we  are  making  of  his  domain.  We  have  al¬ 
most  grown  weary  with  the  shouts  of  warning  the 
environmentalists  have  been  sounding  about  the  wan¬ 
ton  abuse  that  man  has  made  and  is  making  of  the 
beauties  and  riches  of  this  planet.  Many  of  us  have 
simply  said,  “Well,  there  isn’t  anything  I  can  do 
about  that.”  But  as  followers  of  One  who  said, 
“Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field,”  and  “Not  a  spar¬ 
row  falls  to  the  ground  but  that  your  Father  knows” 
we  had  better  become  actively  concerned  about  it 
before  it  is  too  late.  In  New  Testament  times  there 
was  none  of  the  mass  production  and  transportation 
that  is  befouling  the  waters  and  polluting  the  air  in 
our  day.  If  there  had  been,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as 
to  the  word  of  sharp  reproof  that  Jesus  would  have 
spoken,  so  conscious  was  he  of  his  Father’s  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  earth  and  of  his  concern  for  the  welfare 
of  his  people.  The  natural  resources  of  the  planet 
are  not  inexhaustible.  Already  in  parts  of  our  own 
country  we  hear  the  distress  call  of  “Energy  Crisis.” 
All  of  the  way  from  keeping  our  yards  clean  and 


refusing  to  litter  the  highways  and  parks  to  using 
siich  influence  as  we  have  to  encourage  governmen¬ 
tal  oversight  and  regulation,  we  Christians  need  to 
become  involved  in  revering  and  protecting  our 
Father’s  world.  “The  earth  is  the  Lord’s.” 

The  second  and,  to  many  of  us,  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  application  of  this  truth  to  the  realm  of  daily 
living  is  the  fact  that  it  clearly  reveals  to  us  that 
the  world  in  which  we  live  is  part  of  an  orderly  uni¬ 
verse,  The  seasons  come  and  go  with  regularity;  the 
tides  ebb  and  flow  on  schedule;  and  none  of  us  will 
rise  in  the  east  or  the  west.  In  a  little  date  book 
that  I  carry  I  looked  for  the  date  of  Easter  Sunday. 
I  found  there  not  only  that  date  for  this  year,  but 
for  each  year  through  2020.  (The  date  for  that  year 
is  April  12,  in  case  any  of  you  are  making  plans  Tor 
the  day.)  How  could  the  man  who  compiled  this 
little  book  be  so  certain  about  that  date?  As  we  all 
know,  the  date  of  Easter  is  set  by  the  phases  of  the 
moon.  The  astronomer,  with  his  delicate  instruments, 
can  accurately  predict  these  changes  for  not  only 
two  thousand  and  twenty  but  for  the  year  twenty 
thousand.  This  is  true  because  we  live  in  an  orderly 
universe. 

*  *  * 


THERE  ARE  NO  EXEMPTIONS  IN  GOD’S 
MORAL  UNIVERSE 

The  next  great  forward  step  that  mankind  will 
take  will  be  the  realization,  not  only  as  a  matter  of 
science,  but  of  deep  inner  conviction,  that  the  laws 
of  God  are  just  as  dependable  and  just  as  ines¬ 
capable  in  the  realm  of  the  moral  and  the  spiritual 
as  they  are  in  the  realm  of  the  physical.  Many  per¬ 
sons  who  are  otherwise  intelligent  and  well-educated 
do  not  really  believe  this  to  be  true.  When  we  build 
a  house  we  do  not  try  to  evade  the  law  of  gravity. 
We  do  not  seek  to  bribe  it  into  activity  or  to  make 
ourselves  believe  that  it  will  not  work  in  our  case. 
We  simply  obey  it,  otherwise  the  house  would  not 
stand.  It  is  as  simple  as  that. 

During  World  War  I  in  a  YMCA  Chapel  in 
Fort  Oglethorpe,  Georgia,  I  heard  the  evangelist 
Bob  Jones  preach  a  sermon.  Out  of  that  sermon  I 
remember  only  one  statement.  He  said,  “Young 
men,  many  of  you  will  soon  be  going  into  a  land 
that  is  strange  to  you,  where  moral  standards  are 
different  from  those  to  which  you  have  been  ac¬ 
customed.  One  truth  I  would  leave  with  you:  Never 
forget,  that  no  matter  where  you  are,  you  cannot  do 
wrong  and  get  away  with  it.”  I  have  never  forgot¬ 
ten  it. 

Some  years  ago  I  spent  an  entire  forenoon,  as 
guest  of  the  warden,  in  one  of  the  well-known  fed¬ 
eral  prisons  of  this  country.  I  talked  with  a  number 
of  men  and  observed  hundreds  of  others.  With  few 
exceptions  I  did  not  see  a  single  man  there  who  did 
not  give  evidence  of  having  as  much  intelligence  and 


ability  as  the  average  man  we  meet  on  the  streets  of 
any  city  or  town  in  this  country.  Why  were  they 
there?  They  simply  did  not  really  believe  that  they 
could  do  wrong  and  not  get  away  with  it.  Others 
might  not  get  by  but  they  were  too  clever  to  be 
caught.  Now  I  know  that  some  person  may  read  this 
statement  and  say,  “How  can  you  be  so  sure  of  all 
this?  I  wonder  if  all  this  talk  about  invincible  jus¬ 
tice  is  not  just  so  much  wishful  thinking.  I  know 
some  people  who  have  done  wrong  and  were  not 
even  called  to  account  for  it,  much  less  were  they 
put  in  prison.  Some  people  do  wrong  and  get  away 
with  it.”  But  we  must  take  a  deeper  look.  We  must 
remember  that  we  are  punished  not  only  for  our 
sins  but  by  our  sins.  The  real  penalty  for  telling 
lies  is  to  become  a  liar;  the  price  one  pays  for  steal¬ 
ing  is  to  become  a  thief:  if  we  think  unclean  and 
lustful  thoughts  the  record  of  that  violation  of  the 
principle  of  purity  is  written  on  the  tablets  of  our 
inner  self.  “We  cannot  do  wrong  and  get  away  with 
it.”  This  is  an  orderly  universe.  This  is  our  Father’s 
world. 

*  *  * 


THE  MESSAGE  OF  THE  LENTEN  SEASON 

One  of  our  difficulties  in  recognizing  God’s 
presence  and  activity  in  human  affairs  is  that  in  our 
impatience  we  want  to  see  things  done  on  our  own 
schedule.  In  the  troubled  days  through  which  we 
are  passing  we  are  tempted  to  ask,  “If  there  is 
really  a  God  of  justice  and  mercy  why  does  he  allow 
so  much  cruelty  and  violence  to  be  inflicted  upon 
the  innocent?”  We  must  remind  ourselves  that  it  is 
no  reflection  upon  the  goodness  and  love  of  God 
that  he  created  a  world  in  which  the  price  of  human 
freedom  was  the  possibility  that  man  would  misuse 
it  to  his  own  hurt  and  to  the  destruction  of  his  fel¬ 
low  man.  And,  we  must  also  remember  that  in  God’s 
ordered  world  evil  is  always  self-destructive  and, 
therefore,  there  is  a  limit  beyond  which  wickedness 
cannot  go. 

We  must  seek  for  the  deeper  assurance  that  the 
hymn  which  we  sometimes  sing  is  more  than  poetic 
fancy. 

“This  is  my  Father’s  world, 

O  let  me  ne’er  forget. 

That  though  the  wrong 
Seems  oft  so  strong, 

God  is  the  Ruler  yet.” 

As  we  approach  the  Lenten  Season,  there  are 
many  incentives  in  the  world  around  us  to  search 
for  the  deeper  meaning  of  the  Cross  of  Christ,  re¬ 
membering  always  the  confident  word  near  the  end 
of  the  New  Testament,  “The  Lord  God  Omnipo¬ 
tent  reigns,” 
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INTERPRETER  featuring  articles 
on  United  Methodist  priorities 


Uruguay  asks  for 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)— In  apparent 
contrast  to  the  situation  in  some  coun¬ 
tries  which  are  reporting  to  be  “clos¬ 
ing”  to  missionaries  or  limiting  the 
number  who  may  enter  is  the  situation 
with  the  Methodist  Church  in  Uru¬ 
guay.  There  missionaries  from  the  U. 
S.  are  returning  after  an  absence  of 
about  three  years. 

The  Rev.  Paul  McCleary,  assistant 
general  secretary  for  Latin  America 
in  the  World  Division,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  says 
the  Division  is  currently  seeking  four 
missionaries  (two  couples)  for  service 
in  Uruguay.  He  gives  this  account: 

In  1969  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Uruguay  became  autonomous,  follow¬ 
ing  a  pattern  for  many  overseas 
churches  formerly  related  organically 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
U.  S.  The  American  missionaries  voted 
after  much  discussion  to  leave  as  a 
group  so  the  newly  autonomous  church 
“would  be  free  to  develop  on  its  own.” 

Within  a  few  months  the  only  mis- 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)— As  in  past 
years,  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
ecumenical  affairs  agency  is  making 
available  in  1973  a  limited  number  of 
scholarships  to  United  Methodists  for 
study  during  the  1973-74  term  at  the 
Graduate  School  of  Ecumenical 
Studies,  Bossey,  Switzerland  (near 
Geneva). 

Applications  are  now  being  received 
by  the  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  said  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Robert  W.  Huston,  New  York,  associ¬ 
ate  general  secretary.  The  fall-winter 
semester  at  the  22-year-old  school  will 
begin  Oct.  15  and  run  through  Feb. 
28,  1974,  he  said,  and  up  to  three 
scholarships  may  be  granted  by  the 
Division  to  United  Methodist  semi¬ 
nary  students  or  younger  ministers. 

Dr.  Huston  added  that  some  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  also  is  provided  to  min¬ 
isters  and  laypersons  in  short-term 
courses  at  the  Bossey  Ecumenical  In¬ 
stitute  during  spring  and  summer.  The 
Graduate  School  program  is  related  to 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  University  of  Geneva  Faculty  of 
Theology. 

Almost  30  United  Methodists  have 
participated  in  the  international  pro¬ 
gram  of  ecumenical  studies  since 
1953,  and  two  are  in  the  current 
1972-73  semester  on  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  Division  schol¬ 
arships. 

Dr.  Huston  said  that  because  of  the 
need  for  “balanced  denominational 
representation  in  each  student  group. 
Division  scholarships  may  be  granted 
only  to  those  accepted  by  the  Grad¬ 
uate  School  of  Ecumenical  Studies. 
Emphasis  there  is  on  direct  encounter 
with  students  and  faculty  from  radi¬ 
cally  different  backgrounds  and  pre¬ 
suppositions.”  The  1973-74  semester 
will  tackle  a  crucial  theological  and 
political  issue  which  involves  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  men  and  God  in  a  tech¬ 
nologically  advanced  society  in  which 
there  has  been  failure  of  conscience 
and  ethical  regression,  he  said. 
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missionaries 

sionaries  remaining  on  active  service 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delbert  Asay,  who 
were  based  in  Montevideo  but  served 
the  South  American  continent  in  the 
field  of  church  music. 

Then  in  1972  the  Uruguay  church 
asked  the  World  Division  for  U.  S. 
missionaries  again  to  be  assigned  to 
their  country. 

The  first  to  begin  service,  in  1972, 
were  the  Asays,  who  switched  from 
their  continent-wide  work  to  concen¬ 
tration  on  service  with  the  Methodists 
of  Uruguay,  though  they  are  currently 
on  furlough  in  the  U.  S.  Mr.  Asay 
teaches  sacred  music  in  a  seminary  in 
Montevideo  and  works  with  local 
churches  in  training  ministers  of  music 
and  choir  directors. 

At  the  request  of  the  Uruguay 
church,  the  World  Division  is  seeking 
in  1972-73  two  couples.  One  is  for 
service  in  an  urban  development  proj¬ 
ect  and  the  other  in  rural  develop¬ 
ment. 
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Division  scholarships,  $500  each, 
cover  registration,  tuition,  board  and 
room  for  the  study  period.  Dr.  Huston 
said  various  materials  are  needed  from 
applicants  by  both  the  Division’s  schol¬ 
arship  committee  and  the  Graduate 
School  of  Ecumenical  Studies.  These 
include  college  record,  seminary  tran¬ 
script,  “curriculum  vitae,”  and  a  brief 
statement  of  the  applicant’s  purpose 
in  applying.  Inquiries  may  be  made 
immediately,  with  all  materials  due  by 
March  31  at  latest,  to: 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Huston,  Ecumenical 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  Division, 
Room  1300,  475  Riversde  Drive, 
New  York,  New  York  10027. 
t 

UMCYM  endorses 
Key  73 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)— The 
United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  (UMCYM)  has  endorsed  Key 
73,  a  North  American  evangelism  pro¬ 
gram  involving  more  than  130  reli¬ 
gious  groups,  and  has  called  upon 
youth  of  the  church  to  fulfill  their 
unique  role  in  the  movement. 

In  a  statement  released  by  the  UM¬ 
CYM  offices  here,  the  Council  said, 
“We  are  called  by  God  to  share  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  with  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  which  involves  pro¬ 
claiming  both  the  joys  and  the  claims 
of  the  Gospel — the  requirements  that 
we  pursue  justice  as  well  as  the  fact 
that  God  loves  us;  Christ’s  instruc¬ 
tions  to  minister  to  our  brothers  and 
sisters  as  well  as  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus.” 

Chairperson  of  the  32-member 
Council  is  Ms.  Barbe  Spies,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  The  endorsement  of  Key  73  was 
proposed  at  the  Couiicil’s  meeting  in 
late  December  at  Dayton,  O.,  but  be¬ 
cause  of  limited  time  it  was  agreed 
that  a  statement  would  be  formulated 
and  circulated  later  as  a  mail  ballot 
to  the  members. 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMI)— Priorities 
for  United  Methodists  as  adopted  by 
the  denomination’s  1972  General 
Conference  are  being  featured  in  a 
series  of  articles  beginning  in  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  issue  of  The  Interpreter,  the 
church’s  program  journal.  Editor  of 
the  magazine  is  Darrell  R.  Shamblin 
of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Earlier  issues  of  The  Interpreter 
have  focused  on  the  process  planning 
which  resulted  in  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference  in  adopting  “Plan¬ 
ning  for  Ministries  —  1973  and  Be¬ 
yond.” 

Between  now  and  May,  the  maga¬ 
zine  will  feature  seven  priorities  with 
special  articles  written  by  outstanding 
church  leaders  especially  qualified  to 
discuss  the  concerns  on  which  the 
church  is  focusing.  These  priorities  are 


Ministerial  concerns  studied 

OAK  BROOK,  Ill.  (UMI)— Con¬ 
cerns  relating  to  the  United  Methodist 
ministry  ranging  from  the  meaning  of 
ordination,  to  the  emergence  of  man- 
wife  pastoral  teams,  to  helping  minis¬ 
ters  prepare  for  retirement  were  cov¬ 
ered  in  depth  at  a  workshop  here  Jan. 
29-31. 

The  session  was  the  first  of  five  be¬ 
ing  held  across  the  country  through 
late  February  and  was  attended  by 
about  130  annual  conference  leaders 
in  ministerial  qualification,  seminary 
representatives,  and  staff  executives  of 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry’s  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Minist^.  While  no  formal  ranking  of 
issues  in  terms  of  priority  was  attemp¬ 
ted  here,  the  meaning  of  ordination, 
evaluation  of  a  minister’s  effectiveness, 
and  continuing  education  emerged  as 
some  of  the  most-mentioned  topics. 


not  handed-down  programs  but  are  is¬ 
sues  that  have  grown  out  of  discus¬ 
sions,  questionnaires  and  a  church¬ 
wide  listening  process  to  hear  what  the 
“grass  roots”  has  had  to  say  about 
the  church’s  mission  in  the  world  to¬ 
day. 

In  a  lead  article  explaining  the 
series.  Editor  Shamblin  says:  “The 
suggestions  that  are  shared  in  this  is¬ 
sue  and  future  issues  of  The  Inter¬ 
preter  are  designed  to  assist  churches 
in  adjusting  to  new  circumstances, 
meeting  new  problems,  and  dealing 
with  new  attitudes  that  arise  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  Christian  mission  in  the 
modern  world.” 

After  this  series,  the  editors  of  the 
Interpreter  plan  to  share  information 
pertaining  to  other  priorities  that 
emerge  as  local  churches  plan  for  the 
needs  of  their  specific  communities. 
Churches  are  being  encouraged  to 
share  these  testimonials  through  The 
Interpreter. 
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CHEMISTRY  PROFESSOR 
LECTURES  AT  SCARRITT 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.— Dr.  George 
K.  Schweitzer,  Professor  of  Chemistry 
at  the  University  of  Tennessee,  gave 
the  annual  Staley  Distinguished  Chris¬ 
tian  Scholar  Lectures  at  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege  in  Nashville,  Feb.  19-20.  His 
theme  for  the  series  was  “Christian 
Faith  in  a  Technological  Age.”  The 
Staley  Lectures  were  established  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Staley  of  Rye, 
New  York  in  the  belief  that  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  Christian  Gospel  is  always 
contemporary,  relevant  and  meaning¬ 
ful  to  any  generation.  Schweitzer  lec¬ 
tured  on:  “The  Cosmic  Drama,”  “Life 
on  Other  Planets,”  and  “The  Jesus 
Event.” 
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Newly-elected  officers  of  United  Methodist  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  Board  of  Directors  (from  left)  Dr.  Edwin  T.  Upton, 
minister  of  Christian  education  of  Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  vice  president;  Ms.  Millie  Schlagenhauf,  direc¬ 
tor  of  children’s  ministries  for  Peachtree  Road  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta,  secretary;  and  the  Rev.  Donald  E.  Barnes,  min¬ 
ister  of  Christian  Growth  at  Spring  Valley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  president.  The  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps,  (right) 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry’s  Division  of  Lay  Ministries,  is 
executive  officer  of  CEF.  The  officers  were  elected  at  Board  of 
Director’s  annual  meeting  in  Nashville  Jan.  16-19.  Barnes  is  be¬ 
ginning  his  second  two-year  term  as  president  of  CEF  which  in¬ 
cludes  nearly  1,000  members  who  have  responsibility  for  local 
church  education.  (UMI  photo) 

PAGE  NINE 


Ecumenical  affairs  agency  offers 
scholarships  to  study  at  Bossey 


Erected  in  1960  by  the  former  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church,  the 
United  Methodist  building  at  601  West  Riverview  Avenue,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
is  now  free  of  indebtedness.  (UMI  photo) 


Debt  paid  on  Dayton 

United  Methodist  office  building 


National  Laity  Conference  planned 
for  July  13-15  at  Purdue  U  Diversity 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMI)  —  Final 
payment  of  the  indebtedness  on  the 
United  Methodist  building  here  was 
announced  Feb.  12  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Paul  V.  Church,  general  secretary  of 
the  denomination’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 

Erected  in  1960  by  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church, 
the  million-doUar  building  housed  the 
principal  administrative  offices  of  that 
denomination  imtil  its  union  in  1968 
with  the  Methodist  Church  to  form  the 
present  United  Methodist  Church. 
Since  EUB-Methodist  union,  the  budd¬ 
ing  located  at  601  West  Riverview 
Avenue,  Dayton,  has  housed  severe 
agencies  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  final  payment  of  $75,000  was 
made  to  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Pensions,  Evanston,  Ill.,  which  held 
the  last  note  growing  out  of  a  trust 
agreement  carried  over  from  the  for¬ 
mer  EUB  Church.  The  total  original 
indebtedness  on  the  property  was 
$800,000.  This  amount  was  financed 
through  a  trust  agreement  with  several 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  EUB 
Church. 

Commenting  upon  the  liquidation  of 


ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMI)— The  first 
of  four  regional  cable  television  semi¬ 
nars  projected  by  the  Broadcasting 
and  Film  Commission  (BFC)  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  will  be 
held  in  Atlanta  March  14-16. 

The  first  event,  primarily  for  the 
Southeastern  states,  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  BFC  and  the  Television,  Radio 
and  Audiovisual  Department  (TRAV) 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  The 
United  Methodist  Television,  Radio 
and  Film  Communications  (TRAFCO) 
division  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  is  an  active  partici¬ 
pant  in  BFC. 

William  R.  Richards,  TRAFCO 
staff  member  in  NashviUe,  said  the 
seminars  will  seek  to  answer  several 


the  debt.  Dr.  Church  said,  “We  are 
grateful  that  a  debt  which  was  to  have 
been  liquidated  in  25  years  has  now 
been  retired  in  only  12  years.” 

“A  modem  and  efficient  office 
building  is  now  available  for  general 
church  use  at  very  low  cost,”  he  said. 

In  addition  to  staff  members  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
building  houses  several  staff  members 
of  each  of  the  three  units  comprising 
the  new  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications:  the  headquarters  office 
of  United  Methodist  Information,  edi¬ 
torial  offices  of  Interpreter  magazine, 
and  an  office  of  the  Television,  Radio 
and  Film  Communication  (TRAFCO). 

Also  housed  in  the  building  are  an 
office  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History,  one 
of  the  regional  offices  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  and  offices  of  the  two  Dayton 
district  superintendents  of  the  West 
Ohio  Conference. 

Until  very  recently,  the  building  also 
housed  the  denomination’s  Quadren¬ 
nial  Emphasis  program  and  an  office 
of  the  Council  on  Youth  Ministries, 
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basic  questions  for  the  participants: 
“What  will  cable  television  mean  to 
me?  How  does  the  system  work?  What 
is  the  present  state  of  development  of 
cable  TV  across  the  country?  What 
are  the  possibilities  of  the  future  de¬ 
velopment?  How  can  I  involve  the 
community  in  the  creation  and  pro¬ 
gramming  of  a  local  cable  system? 
How  can  I  begin  experimenting  with 
programming  possibilities?” 

Persons  interested  in  additional  in¬ 
formation  may  write  to  Mr.  Richards, 
1525  McGavock  Street,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37203. 

Leadership  at  the  Atlanta  seminar 
will  include  Ralph  Lee  Smith,  an  in¬ 
structor  at  Howard  University,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  who  was  formerly  re- 


EVANSTON,  Dl.  (UMI)— A  wide 
range  of  program  offerings  will  await 
the  estimated  5,000  persons  attending 
the  United  Methodist  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Laity  this  summer,  ac¬ 
cording  to  preliminary  details  released 
here  Feb.  1. 

Theme  for  the  meeting,  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  the  denomination,  is  “Com¬ 
mitment  in  Community,”  according  to 
David  W.  Self,  an  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  for  the  Division  of  Lay  Life  and 
Work,  sponsors  of  the  conference.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  July  13-15  on 
the  campus  of  Purdue  University,  W. 
Lafayette,  Ind. 

Growing  out  of  the  former  United 
Methodist  Men  conferences  sponsored 
quadrennially  by  the  Board  of  the 
Laity,  this  year’s  session  will  be  at¬ 
tended  by  substantial  numbers  of 
women  and  youth,  as  well  as  men. 
Dr.  Self  said. 

Included  in  the  program  will  be 
platform  addresses;  traditional  and 
contemporary  music;  Bible  study; 
small  group  discussion  sessions;  an 
unusual,  “open  ended”  drama;  a  mul¬ 
ti-faceted  “community  fair;”  a  Satur¬ 
day  night  “creative  experience”  deal¬ 
ing  with  changing  patterns  of  work 
and  play;  and  a  presentation  in  sculp¬ 
ture,  music  and  spoken  words  to  close 
the  conference. 

The  keynote  address  wUl  be  given 
by  the  Rev.  Earnest  A.  Smith,  a  staff 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Dr. 
Smith  also  will  give  a  concluding  ad¬ 
dress  on  how  well  the  conference  has 
achieved  its  aims. 

Louis  R.  Mobley,  a  consultant  on 
leadership  styles  and  a  former  staff 
member  of  IBM,  will  address  the  con¬ 
ference  on  “How  to  Deal  With 
Change”. and  will  have  over-all  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  some  200  discussion 
groups.  C.  B.  Anderson  of  the  Joint 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMI)  —  Several 
United  Methodist  meetings  will  be 
held  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  during  the 
week  of  March  12-18. 

The  new  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications  will  meet  March  13-14  at 
the  Holiday  Inn — Airport,  Atlanta, 
under  the  presidency  of  Thomas  P. 
Moore  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio.  Some  com¬ 
mittees  related  to  the  JCC  will  con¬ 
vene  on  Monday,  March  12,  at  the 
same  place. 

The  JCC  represents  a  union  of  two 
former  divisions  of  the  Program  Coun¬ 
cil  as  it  was  constituted  last  quadren- 
nium — the  Division  of  Interpretation 
and  the  Division  of  Television,  Radio 
and  Film  Communication  (TRAFCO) 

■ — and  United  Methodist  Information, 

On  March  15-17  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  will  be  in  session  at 


lated  to  Mitre  Corporation,  a  cable 
TV  research  organization;  and  George 
Stoney,  director  of  the  Alternate 
Media  Center  of  the  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  the  Arts. 


Committee  on  Communications  staff 
has  written  the  drama  which  will  have 
its  first  act  presented  in  a  plenary  ses¬ 
sion  and  the  second  act  carried  out  in 
subsequent  small  group  meetings. 

The  closing  worship  experience  will 
be  led  by  Gilbert  N.  Amelio,  a  Lt.  Col. 
in  the  Air  Force  stationed  at  March 
AFB,  Calif.  He  will  do  a  sculpture  of 
the  face  of  Christ  while  he  interprets 
his  work  in  word  and  music.  Persons 
who  have  seen  the  presentation  de¬ 
scribe  it  as  a  “deeply  moving  religious 
experience.” 

Worship  periods  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Gene  Maxwell,  Den¬ 
ver,  Colo.,  a  staff  executive  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Women’s 
Division.  Bible  Study  will  be  led  by 
Prof.  Eduard  P.  Blair,  adjunct  profes¬ 
sor  of  New  Testament  Interpretation 
at  Garrett  Theological  Seminary, 
Evanston. 

The  “community  fair”  on  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  July  14  will  provide  a  wide 
range  of  opportunities  for  conference 
participants,  ranging  from  the  tradi¬ 
tional  to  the  “far  out.”  Included  will 
be  such  topics  as  how  the  future  is,  af¬ 
fected  by  technology,  bio-medical  con¬ 
siderations,  leisure-time  ministries,  the 
status  and  role  of  women,  preparation 
for  retirement,  population  control,  and 
how  to  effect  change  in  the  church. 

Music  leadership  for  the  conference 
will  include  Bill  Mann,  Dallas,  Texas, 
Oris  Baldwin,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  Don 
Larsen,  Decatur,  Ga.,  and  Dust  and 
Ashes,  a  contemporary  group.  The 
Rev.  Earl  F.  Barfoot  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  is  in  charge  of  the 
Saturday  night  “creative  experience.” 

Program  chairman  for  the  confer¬ 
ence  is  Everett  Jones,  Damascus,  Md. 
Sidney  Nichols  of  the  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  staff  is  coordinating  arrange¬ 
ments. 
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the  Hilton  Inn  near  Atlanta’s  airport, 
with  Dr.  John  T.  King  of  Austin, 
Texas,  presiding. 

The  denomination’s  Advance  Com¬ 
mittee,  chaired  by  Bishop  W.  Ralph 
Ward  of  Rye,  N.  Y.,  will  also  meet  in 
connection  with  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  as  will  several  other  re¬ 
lated  committees. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  V.  Church  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  is  general  secretary  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  and 
is  acting  executive  secretary  of  the 
JCC. 

On  March  17-18,  there  will  be  a 
meeting  in  Atlanta  of  the  Coordinat¬ 
ing  Committee  on  Peace  and  the  Self- 
Development  of  Peoples.  Bishop  A. 
James  Armstrong  of  Aberdeen,  South 
Dakota,  is  chairman  of  the  commit¬ 
tee. 

As  announced  by  United  Methodist 
Information  in  an  earlier  release,  the 
32nd  annual  convention  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  will  be  held  in  Atlanta 
March  13-14. 


Regional  cable  TV  seminars  planned 


Concurrent  United  Methodist  meetings 
scheduled  for  March  12-18  in  Atlanta 
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BELOW;  The  Rev.  Carey  Martin 
stands  beside  piano  presented  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  Brough  of 
Eunice  to  the  Denham  Springs 
church.  The  church’s  piano  burn¬ 
ed  in  the  recent  fire  which  des¬ 
troyed  the  sanctuary.  Another 
piano  has  been  given  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Young,  members  of  the 
Denham  Springs  church. 


Don  and  Martha  Mayette,  who 
serve  as  missionaries  special¬ 
izing  in  children’s  evangelism, 
were  guest  speakers  at  the  Jan. 
25  family  night  supper  at  Elysian 
Fields  Church  in  New  Orleans. 
The  Mayettes,  whose  work  takes 
them  all  over  the  world,  ore 
shown  in  front  of  flannel  talk 
pictures  which  they  use  as  visual 
aids  in  presenting  their  mes¬ 
sages.  The  Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron, 
Sr.  is  pastor  at  Elysian  Fields. 
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Mrs.  Inez  Dietzel,  presi¬ 
dent  of Winnfield’s  WSCS 
is  shown  visiting  with 
Lay  Leader  Dennis  Shell 
following  a  recent  Sun¬ 
day  evening  worship 
hour  for  which  he  spoke. 
The  presentation  was 
one  in  a  series  in  which 
the  “Directors  of  Wor¬ 
ship  and  Program’’  are 
speaking  on  dominant 
needs  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  The  Rev.  J.  C. 
Sk  inner  is  pastor. 


Shown  at  the  Feb.  13  meeting  of  United  Methodist  Women  in  Memorial 
Church  at  Mathews  are,  from  left:  Dr.  Sarah  Brand,  director  of  Parish 
Health  Units,  who  presented  the  program;  Mrs.  W.  F.  Atkinson,  Lafayette 
District  president;  Mrs.  Wollen  Falgout,  local  president;  Mrs.  Paul  Whet- 
sell,  sub-District  1  chairman;  and  Mrs.  B.  Joseph  Martin,  membership 
chairman. 


Members  of  the  WSCS  of  Simpson  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
engage  in  preparation  and  serving  of  their  annual  “Gum¬ 
bo,”  a  major  project  each  year.  They  served  400  persons 
at  this  year’s  Feb.  9  event.  The  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway 
is  pastor. 


ABOVE:  Attend  ing  a  recent  min¬ 
isters’  conference  at  Asbury  The¬ 
ological  Seminary,  Wilmore,  Ky., 
were  the  Rev.  Isaac  Patton  (left), 
pastor  at  Sterlington,  and  the 
Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles  (right),  Jones- 
ville  pastor.  Shown  with  them  is 
Dr.  Tom  Carruth,  head  of  the 
“prayer  life”  movement  at  As¬ 
bury,  Key  73  was  the  major  em¬ 
phasis  of  the  conference,  for 
which  Dr.  Ira  Gallaway  and  Dr. 
Carl  H.  Henry  were  principal 
speakers. 


HAVE  YOU  EVER  WISHED  YOU 
COULD  CARRY  THE  BIBLE  WITH 
YOU  AT  ALL  TIMES? 

NOW  YOU  CAN.  THE  ENTIRE  KING  JAUES  VERSION  OF  THE 
NEW  TESTAMENT  HAS  BEEN  REPRODUCED  ON  A  SINGLE 

2V*  K  T/4  wallet  sized  uicrofilu  card. 


Not  «  single  word 
has  been  omitted 
from  this  Holy  work. 


TO  GET  rOU/t  WALLET  SIZED  BIBLE: 

Send  S2.00  (Includes  postage 
and  handling)  to: 

OX  60ir  association 
Bos  North  Egremont,  Massachusetts  012S2.  Allow  2'3  weeks 
tor  delivery.  Quantity  prices:  3  lor  $S.OO  tor  S10.00. 


WANTED 

Educational  Assistant  and ’Youth  Worker 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 

Young  woman  or  young  minister  with 
talents  in  music  and  youth  work. 

Write  or  call  (318)  443-5696 
2727  Jackson  Street 


AT  THE 


OF  RUSTON 


MAXWELL'S  RESTAURANT 

Serving  Buffet  Each  Sunday 
After  Church  -  Noon 

John  Maxwell 

Your  Host  and  Interstate  20 

Innkeeper 


EARN  UP  TO  $750  PER  MONTH 

U.S.  POSTAGE 

STAMP  MACHINES 

•  Highest  Return  on  Your  Capital  •  NO  Selling  •  Manage  Your  Own  Business 

We  Obtain  Your  Locations.  Minimum  Cash  Investment  Of 
$1,595.00  -  up  to  $5,000.00  Secured  By  Equipment 
Planter's  Peanut  and  Welch's  Juice  routes  also  available  from  $495  up 
•  WOMEN  OR  MEN  •  ANy  Atib  •  PART  TIME,  approximately  7“hrs.  per  month 
•  NO  OVERHtAD  •  DEPRESSION  PROOF  •  REPEAT  INCOME 
New  Distributorships  Still  Available  In  Many  Areas  Throughout  This  State 
Send  References  |  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  INC.  Dept.  E. 

Name.  Address  and  I  300  Interstate  North,  N.W.  /  Atlanta,  Georgia  30339 
Phone  No.  to:  I  Interstate  1-75  and  1-285 
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1030  Convention  Street 
P.  0.  Box  2951 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 
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Executive  Director 


Mark  Tullos 
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Off-track  betting  panel  hears  report 


Circuit-Riding  Convention  Committee 
to  tour  state  ‘listening’  to  voters 


By  T<Hn  Jory, 

Associated  Press  Writer 

The  man  in  the  street  gets  to  tell 
what  he  wants  out  of  a  new  state  char¬ 
ter  when  a  ready-to-listen  committee 
of  the  Louisiana  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention  begins  an  information  gather¬ 
ing  tour  later  this  month. 

It  will  be  the  public’s  first  real 
chance  to  speak  out  on  the  touchy 
subject  of  constitutional  revision. 

Most  of  the  convention’s  132  dele¬ 
gates  agree  they’ll  be  only  half  through 
when  they  finish  writing  a  new  con¬ 
stitution,  sometime  toward  the  end  of 
the  year.  They’ve  got  to  sell  it  to  the 
voters. 

Sure,  says  the  chairman  of  the  so- 
called  composite  committee,  delegates 
hope  to  learn  something  about  writing 
a  constitution  from  the  average  citizen, 

“But  even  if  the  hearings  are  not 
extremely  effective  in  giving  us  the 
kind  of  guidance,”  says  state  District 
Judge  James  Dennis  of  Monroe,  “We 
hope  they’re  effective  in  informing  the 
public  we  are  an  open  convention.” 


HENRY  WANTS 
APRIL  HEARINGS 

The  composite  committee  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  should  not 
hold  its  statewide  series  of  meetings 
until  mid-April,  convention  Chairman 
E.  L.  Henry  of  Jonesboro  said  Wednes¬ 
day. 

Henry’s  opinion  differs  with  that  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Public  Information 
Committee,  Pat  Juneau  of  Lafayette, 
who  said  the  hearings  should  begin  by 
the  end  of  February. 

Watch  the  news  media  for  announce¬ 
ments  of  meetings  in  your  area.  Plan 
to  attend  and  let  the  Committee  know 
your  thinking  on  any  aspect  of  the 
Constitutional  Revision. 

We  have  no  right  to  criticize  after  a 
thing  is  done  if  we  have  remained 
silent  when  given  an  opportunity  to 
speak  up. 

MAL 


Off-track  betting  has  spread  from 
New  Zealand,  Australia,  Japan  and 
Europe  into  the  United  States  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  a  state  legislative  commit¬ 
tee  on  off-track  betting  was  told  Fri¬ 
day.  (1-26-73). 

Duane  V.  Burke  of  Boca  Raton, 
Fla.,  president  of  National  Legalized 
Wagering  (NLW),  said  although  off¬ 
track  betting  might  reduce  illegal 
bookmaking,  it  won’t  eliminate  it. 

Bookies  operate  by  offering  credit 
to  the  customers.  State-run,  off-track 
betting  does  not,  he  said. 

In  New  York,  however,  betting  cus¬ 
tomers  are  allowed  to  establish  tele¬ 
phone  betting  by  depositing  funds  into 
the  Off-Track  Betting  Corp. 

Bookies  would  be  able  to  continue 
to  operate  because  they  take  bets  on  a 
number  of  sports  events  and  not  just 
on  horse  racing,  Burke  said. 

The  committee  was  also  warned  that 
in  setting  up  an  off-track  betting  sys¬ 
tem,  some  funds  had  to  be  provided 
track  and  horsemen. 

Other  members  of  the  committee 
are:  SENATORS;  Harvey  A.  Peltier, 


Why  kids 


Safety  Council  president  scores 
drinking  legislation  for  18-year  olds 


use  drugs 

Drug  abusers  have  found  chemicals 
to  be  the  “most  effective  external 
means  of  adapting  to  the  complexities 
of  modem  society.” 

That’s  the  opinion  of  San  Francisco 
psychologist  Dr.  Stephen  M.  Pittel, 
who  maintains,  “drugs  are  a  problem 
because  they  work.” 

Dr.  Pittel  says  that  drug  “freaks” 
are  compensating  for  impairments  in 
their  personal  and  social  development. 
The  accelerating  rate  of  social  change 
is  interfering  with  the  individual  de¬ 
velopment  of  inner  commitments  and 
resources  that  would  help  youth  to 
cope  successfully  with  life. 

The  most  critical  years  are  the  ages 
6-12,  when  children  would  normally 
have  the  greatest  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
perience  emotional  growth,  free  of  the 
demands  that  they  will  face  in  later 
life.  “Those  children  whose  pre-ado¬ 
lescent  years  are  chaotic  often  turn  to 
drugs  in  their  teens  or  adulthood  in 
an  attempt  to  recreate  a  lost  period  of 
latency.  They  try  to  get  from  chemicals 
the  temporary  moratorium  on  life 
denied  them  by  family  problems,”  Dr. 
Pittel  explains. 

“Today’s  generation  can  choose  from 
many  alternatives,  and  they  have  few 
illusions  about  the  future  of  the  world. 
For  these  reasons,  youngsters  must 
build  up  internal  strengths  so  that 
they  won’t  need  to  turn  to  drugs 
for  help.” 

—  INFORMATION  BULLETIN 


CHICAGO  —  “The  federal  govern¬ 
ment  has  programs  to  combat  drunken 
driving  at  the  same  time  the  separate 
states  allow  18  year-olds  to  drink.  The 
situation  is  like  watching  someone 
fight  a  forest  fire  while  someone  else 
is  allowed  to  be  careless  with 
matches.” 

This  is  how  Howard  Pyle,  president 
of  the  National  Safety  Council,  com¬ 
pares  the  federal  government’s  spend¬ 
ing  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  on 
drunken  driver  rehabilitation  programs 
while  the  individual  states  continue  to 
pass  legislation  allowing  18  year-olds 
to  buy  and  drink  all  types  of  alcoholic 
beverages. 

Pyle  notes  that  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  is  distributing  $82  million  among 
35  states  to  stop  drunken  drivers.  “But 
at  the  same  time,”  the  safety  council 
president  added,  “11  states  allow  18 
year-olds  to  buy  and  drink  all  types  of 
alcoholic  beverages.  Five  states  now 
grant  this  privilege  to  1 9  year-olds  and 
two  other  states  will  also  allow  18 
year-olds  to  drink  within  the  next  few 
months. 

“Eighteen  year-olds  drinking  is  trict- 
ly  a  new  matter,”  Pyle  added,  “the 
federal  government  has  no  jurisriction 
in  the  matter.” 

Since  January  1  of  this  year,  18 
year-olds  in  Michigan  have  been  al¬ 
lowed  to  drink.  Injury-producing  traf¬ 
fic  accidents  involving  alcohol  for 
drivers  aged  18  through  20  numbered 
1,637  during  all  of  1971  —  before  the 
legislation  went  into  effect.  For  just 
the  first  six  months  of  1972,  injury- 


producing  traffic  accidents  involving 
alcohol  for  drivers  in  this  same  age 
group  numbered  1,627  —  only  10 
fewer. 

Pyle  readily  admits  that  18  year- 
olds  are  in  fact  adults  and  they  deserve 
the  right  to  exercise  their  maturity. 
“But  younger  drivers  who  drink”  he 
concludes,  “are  more  likely  to  become 
involved  in  traffic  crashes  than  older, 
more  experienced  drinking  drivers  — 
even  though  the  young  persons  may 
have  fairly  low  blood-alcohol  concen¬ 
trations.  Unfortunately,  18  year-olds 
are  still  learning  the  driving  task  at  the 
same  time  they  are  learning  how  to 
drink.  The  results  are  proving  to  be 
tragic.” 

For  the  month  of  July,  1972,  5,520 
persons  died  in  traffic  accidents 
throughout  the  United  States.  This  is  a 
one  percent  increase  over  the  5,470 
traffic  deaths  that  took  place  during 
July,  1971.  For  the  first  seven  months 
of  1972,  31,410  persons  were  killed  in 
traffic  mishaps  nationwide,  a  four  per 
cent  increase  over  the  30,150  for  the 
first  seven  months  of  1971.  Traffic  in¬ 
juries  nationwide  for  the  first  seven 
months  of  1972  numbered  about  1,- 
1 00,000.  Cost  to  the  national  economy 
brought  on  by  traffic  accidents 
amounted  to  more  than  $8.5  billion. 

The  National  Safety  Council,  head¬ 
quartered  in  Chicago,  is  a  nonprofit, 
nongovernmental  public  service  organ¬ 
ization  dedicated  to  safety  education 
and  the  development  of  accident  pre¬ 
vention  programs. 


Jr.  P.  O.  Box  1094,  Thibodaux,  La. 
70301  -Tel.  447-2661;  B.  B.  Rayburn, 
606  Avenue  B.,  Bog^usa,  La.  70427 
-Tel.  732-9511;  Fritz  Windhorst,  1410 
NBC  Building,  New  Orleans,  La. 
70112  -Tel.  525-9971;  Robert  K.  Guil¬ 
lory,  P.  O.  Box  Box  151,  Eunice,  La. 
70535  -Tel.  457-5213. 

REPRESENTATIVES:  Harold  J. 
Toca,  1013  Turnbull  Drive,  Metairie, 
La.  70001  -Tel.  833-2624;  Carol  N. 
Gunter,  Jr.,  Route  2,  Box  165 A,  De- 
ville.  La.  -Tel.  443-0047;  J.  Chris  Ullo, 
4601  7th.  Street,  Marrerro,  La.  70072 
-Tel.  341-3992;  Louis  Dischler,  Jr., 
1500  Nile  Street,  Eunice,  La.  70535 
-Tel.  457-4621;  Edward  F.  LeBreton, 
Jr.,  291  Carondelet  Street,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.  -Tel.  529,3681. 

This  committee  needs  to  hear  also 
from  the  good  citizens  of  Louisiana. 
Contact  the  members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  right  away  and  let  them  know  your 
feelings  on  off-track  betting.  Cither 
states  have  tried  in  recent  years  to 
their  disappointment.  Surely  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  Louisiana  have  not  so  soon  for¬ 
gotten  the  scandals  of  other  years  re¬ 
sulting  from  gambling. 

If  we  are  going  to  kill  such  pro¬ 
posals  YOUR  voice  must  be  heard. 


statistics... 

AGES  OR  DRIVERS  involved  in  ac¬ 
cidents:  13,900  fatal  —  438,000  non- 
fatal  —  under  19  years  of  age;  6.5% 
of  total  16,000  fatal  — •  1,645,000  non- 
fatal  —  20-34  years  of  age:  28.5% 
of  total  54,000  total  deaths  —  40% 
occurred  on  week-ends,  4,700,000  in¬ 
juries  —  Over  75%  happened  on  dry 
roads  in  clear  weather. 

Half  of  the  deaths,  injuries  and  pro¬ 
perty  damage  on  our  highways  every 
year  stem  from  accidents  in  which 
alcohol  is  involved.  The  drunk  driver 
killed  27,000  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  almost  double  the  result  of  vio¬ 
lent  criminal  acts.  He  injured  2,350,- 
000  others,  many  permanently.  He  has 
responsibility  for  economic  loss. 

The  United  States  laws  are  lenient 
in  comparison  with  many  European 
nations.  Prosecutors  have  found  the 
going  rough  when  they  have  tried  to 
obtain  convictions  in  JURY  TRAILS. 
Juries,  for  whatever  reason,  seem  to  be 
more  sympathic  to  the  fellow  who  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  caught  “with  a  few  under 
his  belt.”  After  all  who  hasn’t  driven 
“in  that  condition. ’’Law  alone  cannot 
remove  drivers  from  the  road.  Statis¬ 
tics  show  that  a  large  percentage  of 
drivers  whose  licenses  have  been  sus¬ 
pended  or  revoked  continue  to  drive. 
Strict  enforcement  must  be  balanced 
by  rehabilitation  programs  which  bene¬ 
fit  society  and  the  problem  drinker. 

“DEATH  BY  OUNCES”  ...  1972 
Booklet  by  The  Travelers  Insurance 
Co. 

Hartford,  Connecticut,  Editor, 
Mr.  John  G.  O’Brien 


PAGE  TWELVE 


FEBRUARY  22.  1973 


LIBRARY 

CENTENARY  COt-LEGE 
SJ-IHEVEPORT,  LA. 

NOT  TO  BE  TAKEN  OUT 


Council  on 
Ministries 
sets  priorities 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries,  chaired  by  Dr.  George 
Pearce,  Jr.,  met  for  their  annual  spring 
meeting  recently  in  Alexandria  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  This  meet¬ 
ing  is  held  every  year  at  this  time  to 
plan  the  calendar  of  activities  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  present  year,  and  to  set  pri¬ 
orities  for  the  following  two  years. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  director. 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  led 
the  meeting.  In  addition  to  annual 
meetings,  retreats,  schools,  special 
days,  and  recurring  events  on  the  cal¬ 
endar,  a  workbook  of  program  pro¬ 
posals,  48  in  number,  was  examined 
to  determine  which  programs  should 
be  incorporated  into  the  church  year, 
and  whether  they  were  to  be  put  into 
the  Conference  annual  budget 

A  plan  to  permit  more  flexibility  in 
Conference  program  funding  was  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  This  plan  proposed  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  Conference  budget  in 
three  stages: 

1.  A  Proposed  Budget,  acted  on  by 
the  Annual  Conference  in  Jtme  for 
the  calendar  year  beginning  18  months 
later. 

2.  A  Revised  Budget,  acted  on  by 
the  Conference  in  June  for  the  calen¬ 
dar  year  beginning  6  months  later. 

3.  The  Final  Budget,  acted  on  by 
the  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  just  prior  to  distribution  in 
light  of  priorities  adopted  by  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  funds  available. 

The  plan  for  several  years  in  the 
past  has  been  to  propose  the  budget 
(as  in  stage  one  above)  IVi  years  in 
advance  of  when  it  would  be  used  (say, 
a  1975  budget  set  in  1973,  collected 
in  1974,  and  used  in  1975).  This  is  the 
plan  being  used  in  place  of  the  “spend 
as  you  get  it”  budget  used  in  local 
churches. 

Three  important  motions  relating 
to  the  work  of  the  Conference  in  the 
future  were  passed: 

1.  That  the  Conference  Staff  pre¬ 
pare  a  detailed  listing  of  all  conference 
askings  and  expenditures  for  the  local 
church  with  emphasis  on  program. 

2.  That  the  Louisiana  Conference 
go  on  record  as  opposing  cuts  in  al¬ 
locations  to  Conference  institutions  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (for¬ 
merly  Board  of  Missions). 

3.  That  the  Conference  Staff  recom¬ 
mendations  for  program  priorities  be 
accepted  and  implemented. 

The  staff  recommendations  were: 

1.  Expand  the  resources  available 
to  the  local  churches:  to  develop  a  true 
resource  center  for  both  materials  and 
people  for  use  by  the  local  church  in 
programming. 

2.  Young  Adult  Ministries:  leader¬ 
ship  training  for  young  adult  coordina¬ 
tors;  consultant  from  Conference  Staff 
to  help  start  young  adult  groups  in 
local  churches;  a  back  pack  trip  for 
young  adults  in  Colorado;  training  in 
Pastor’s  School  for  Young  Adult  Coun¬ 
sellors. 

3.  Youth:  Training  workshops  in 
each  district  for  church  youth  work¬ 
ers. 

4.  Church  members  to  alleviate 

Please  turn  to  page  5 
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Committee  hears  progress  report  on 
Wesley  Foundation  Building  campaign 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Commit¬ 
tee  for  the  Southern  University  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  Building  Fund  met  at 
University  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  on  Thursday,  Feb. 
22.  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire,  Baton  Rouge 
District  Superintendent,  presided. 

Dr.  G.  Leon  Netterville,  Jr.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southern  University  and  an 
active  Methodist  layman,  spoke  to 
members  present  concerning  the  state 
of  the  University  and  the  pressing 
need  for  the  ministry  to  be  provided 
in  the  Wesley  Foundation  program 
and  building. 

Dr.  Rogers  Newman,  Southern  Uni¬ 
versity  mathematics  professor,  active 
Methodist  layman,  and  chairman  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors,  gave  the  Committee  the  en¬ 
couraging  word  that  a  signed  agree¬ 
ment  to  sell  the  Board  the  site  for  the 
building  is  now  in  hand.  It  is  a  choice 
location  near  the  center  of  campus 
activities  and  just  across  Clark  Boule¬ 
vard  from  the  new  Field  House  now 


under  construction. 

The  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  cam¬ 
pus  minister,  reviewed  the  present 
program  and  detailed  plans  for  the 
future,  urging  renewed  effort  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  building  as  a  center  for  the 
ministry  to  the  entire  campus  com¬ 
munity  of  students,  faculty,  adminis¬ 
tration  and  others. 

Eight  of  the  10  Districts  provided 
reports  on  the  amounts  asked  and  ac¬ 
cepted  in  their  constituency.  With  two 
Districts  not  reporting,  a  total  of  $64,- 
013  has  been  accepted  and  underwrit¬ 
ten  by  individual  pledges  or  church 
budget  items.  The  two  Districts  not 
reporting  have  askings  totaling  another 
$20,000,  and  the  Churches  and  indivi¬ 
duals  who  plan  to  make  contributions 
without  pledges  or  budget  items,  but 
through  voluntary  offerings,  will  place 
the  goal  of  $100,000  in  sight.  The 
Annual  Conference  project  was  auth¬ 
orized  to  extend  through  May  3L 
1973,  and  all  possible  contributions 
are  to  be  made  by  that  date. 


Key  73  Strategy  Conference 
in  Baton  Rouge  planned,  March  16 


A  Strategy  Conference  for  pastors 
and  church  and  community  Key  73 
committees  for  Louisiana  is  scheduled 
to  be  held  at  Holiday  Inn  North  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  March  16,  9  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.,  according  to  the  Rev.  Sale  T. 
Lilly,  pastor  of  Jefferson  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  event  will  be  one  of  36  regional 
all-day  seminars,  scheduled  nationally 
during  March,  under  sponsorship  by 
the  Key  73  Continental  Central  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Coming  to  Louisiana  to  provide 
leadership  for  the  conference  j  de¬ 
signed  to  build  momentum  for  the  Key 
73  movement  as  it  progresses  and  de¬ 
velop  greater  grassroots  awareness  of 
its  program  objectives,  are  three  speci¬ 
alists.  They  are  Mr.  Robert  L.  Hart, 
chairman  of  Key  73’s  Phase  Five  and 
the  Rev.  John  De  Vries,  Phase  Two 
chairman,  in  addition  to  Dr.  Ted 
Raedeke,  the  executive  director. 

The  seminar  schedule  calls  for  reg¬ 
istration  and  coffee  at  9  a.m.  with  an 
opportunity  for  participants  to  ac¬ 
quaint  themselves  with  available  ac¬ 
tion  resource  materials  which  will  be 
on  display.  A  seminar  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  includ¬ 
ing  a  luncheon  period.  Optional  plan¬ 
ning  groups  will  meet  from  3  to  5:00 
p.m. 


The  registration  fee  of  $10  per  per¬ 
son  is  payable  to:  “Key  73  Seminar” 
and  may  be  mailed  to  418  Olive  St., 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  63102.  Additional  in¬ 
formation  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Rev.  Sale  T.  Lilly,  10478  Ridgely 
Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  70809  or  tele¬ 
phone  937-4440.  Local  groups  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  sponsor  participants  from 
their  churches. 

t 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Bishop  Crutchfield  recently  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  cabinet  has  elected 
Hubert  Blanchard  to  be  coordinator 
for  disaster,  serving  as  a  representative 
under  MCOR  in  this  episcopal  area. 
Methodists  of  Louisiana  have  occa¬ 
sionally  been  visited  by  hurricanes  that 
left  untold  damage  to  life  and  prop¬ 
erty.  The  church  has  always  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  responding  to  distress,  but  sel¬ 
dom  has  been  properly  organized  be¬ 
fore  it  arrives. 

Throughout  the  entire  Methodist 
Church  there  is  now  being  organized  a 
group  of  persons  in  each  episcopal 
area  who  may  be  able  to  respond  with 
help  of  various  sorts  almost  immedi¬ 
ately  after  any  man-made  or  natural 
disaster  visits  the  region.  Let  us  hope 
that  this  group  led  by  Brother  Blan¬ 
chard  does  not  have  to  function,  but 
the  groups  in  the  Ohio  valley  functiori- 
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Dr.  Davie  Napier 


Old  Testament 
scholar  to  present 
Willson  Lectures 

Dr.  Davie  Napier,  one  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  leading  Old  Testament  scholars, 
has  been  named  Willson  Lecturer  at 
Centenary  College  for  the  spring  se¬ 
mester. 

Dr.  Napier,  president  of  the  Pacific 
School  of  Religion  at  Berkeley,  Calif., 
will  present  a  series  of  lectures  on  the 
campus  Thursday,  March  8.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  invited  to  hear  his  first  lecture  at 
the  regular  chapel  period,  10:40  a.m. 
in  Brown  Memorial  Chapel,  and  an 
evening  lecture  at  5:30  p.m.  in  the 
SmUh  Building  Auditorium. 

Other  appearances  include  a  noon 
faculty  luncheon  at  the  Cafeteria  and 
an  aroearance  before  an  “Understand¬ 
ing  Religion”  class  .taught  by  Chap¬ 
lain  Robert  Ed  Taylor. 

Dr.  Napier  is  a  Congregationalist 
minister  who  holds  the  B.D.  degree  and 
the  Ph.D.  degree  from  Yale  and  the 
LL.D.  degree  from  Lycoming  College. 

He  has  taught  religion  and  served 
as  chaplain  at  a  number  of  leading 
colleges  and  universities  in  the  United 
States,  including  the  University  of 
Georgia,  the  Yale  DivinitX  School  and 
Stanford  University.  He  was  named 
president  of  the  Pacific  School  of  Re¬ 
ligion  last  year. 

Dr.  Napier  is  a  much  sought  after 
speaker  throughout  the  nation  because 
of  his  wide  knowledge  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament.  He  has  lectured  at  such 
schools  as  Rice  University,  Princeton, 
and  Harvard  and  has  traveled  exten¬ 
sively  abroad. 

He  is  also  an  author  of  considerable 
stature,  publishing  “From  Faith  To 
Faith”  in  1955,  “Song  Of  The  Vine¬ 
yard”  in  1962,  “Prophets  In  Perspec¬ 
tive”  in  1963,  and  “On  New  Creation” 
in  1972. 

_ t _ 

ed  recently  during  their  floods,  as  did 
certain  groups  in  the  South  Dakota 
floods. 

Mr.  Blanchard  will  receive  training 
in  the  near  future  and  will  organize 
our  group  of  lay  and  clerical  people, 
who  will  be  able  to  respond  in  the 
name  of  Christ  should  disaster  strike. 


Scenes  from  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries'  meeting 


(Left  to  right)  Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn,  director  of  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries,  the  Rev.  Clyde  Clark,  Alexandria 
District  superintendent,  and  the  Rev.  Clyde  Frazier,  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  discuss  conference  proposals  brought  before 
more  than  40  members  of  the  Council  during  meeting  in  Alex¬ 
andria.  (Town  Talk  photo) 


Conference  Council  on  Ministries  in  action!  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  Council  director,  and  Dr.  George  Pearce,  chairman 
of  Executive  Committee  (at  head  table),  and  some  45  minis¬ 
ters  and  lay  persons  worked  for  two  days  to  schedule  events 
for  the  conference  calendar  and  to  determine  priorities  for 
conference  activities  during  1974  and  1975. 


(From  left)  the  Rev. 
Howard  L.  Milo, of  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries’  staff. 
Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  pastor 
of  Wesley  church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  and  the 
Rev.  Clyde  Frazier, 
Monroe  District  superin¬ 
tendent,  at  Council  on 
Ministries’  meeting.  Dr. 
Haynes  left  recently  for 
a  missionary  tour  of 
Japan. 


(From  left)  John  Berg- 
stedt.  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  lay  leader,  and  Ed 
Wilson,  lay  leader  for 
Trinity  Church  in  Jen¬ 
nings,  engaged  in  serious 
discussion  at  Ministries’ 
meeting. 


A  message  from  our  bishop 

During  the  spring  months  senior  high  school  graduates  begin  to  con¬ 
sider  the  college  or  university  they  may  attend  the  following  autumn.  To 
those  who  desire  a  splendid  liberal  arts  school  with  a  fine  faculty,  out¬ 
standing  traditions,  and  a  record  of  producing  excellent  leadership,  I 
commend  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. 

This  school  is  more  than  a  century  old.  It  has  poured  immeasurable 
leadership  into  the  life  of  Louisiana  and  the  American  South,  and  pro¬ 
duced  more  than  its  share  of  professional  and  business  leaders  for  the 
city  of  New  Orleans.  Apparently  Dillard  knows  the  secrets  and  arts  of 
producing  leadership.  The  school  adheres  to  high  academic  standards, 
being  accepted  by  the  best  accrediting  agencies  and  affiliated  with  many 
learned  societies.  The  student  body  numbers  more  than  1000;  the  campus 
is  extremely  attractive,  and  there  is  a  progressive  and  highly  qualified 
faculty. 

As  you  know,  Dillard  University  is  related  both  to  the  Methodist 
Church  and  to  the  United  Church  of  Christ  (Congregational),  as  a  result 
of  the  merger  of  its  two  parent  institutions.  New  Orleans  University  and 
Straight  College,  sponsored  respectively  by  these  two  churches.  Both  pre¬ 
decessor  schools  were  founded  in  the  summer  of  1865  and  were  later 
merged  into  Dillard  University.  The  Flint  Goodridge  Hospital  has  a  part 
of  the  Dillard  program,  where  training  in  nursing  and  an  opportunity  for 
premedical  work  is  given.  As  a  matter  of  history,  the  old  New  Orleans 
university  once  had  a  splendid  medical  school  and  graduated  74  physi¬ 
cians  with  the  M.  D.  degree,  nearly  all  of  whom  practiced  for  years  in  the 
southern  Louisiana  area.  A  good  law  school  is  also  a  part  of  its  tradi¬ 
tion;  many  accomplished  barristers  of  the  area  attended  school  there. 

Today  Dillard’s  principal  emphasis  is  on  liberal  and  fine  arts.  When 
one  reads  the  bulletin  he  is  impressed  with  the  divisions  of  education, 
natural  sciences,  the  humanities,  nursing,  and  social  sciences.  Its  athletic 
program  is  of  the  highest  sort  and  its  campus  atmosphere  is  one  of  which 
all  friends  of  Dillard  are  proud.  The  educational  process  is  characterized 
by  personalized  instruction,  careful  personal  guidance,  and  an  interest  in 
the  total  welfare  of  each  student.  The  university’s  reputation  is  well  es¬ 
tablished  and  well  deserved. 

The  student  body  increased  in  enrollment  last  year,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  even  more  will  give  Dillard  primary  consideration  during  the 
coming  months.  It  is  a  privilege  to  be  related  to  this  show-piece  of  higher 
education.  Think  of  Dillard  when  you  plan  for  next  autumn. 


Lake  Charles  District 
laymen  plan  Mexico 
work  project 

Eloi  Primeaux  of  Hayes,  Louisiana, 
in  the  Lake  Charles  district,  is  chair- 
maa  of  a  work  project  to  perform 
needed  work  on  rehabilitating  a 
church  camp  near  Monterrey,  Mexico. 

The  Lake  Charles  District  is  spon¬ 
soring  the  project,  and  lay  persons  in 
the  Conference  are  invited  to  take 
part.  Things  to  be  done  are:  Piping 
water  to  cabins  and  installing  a  hot 
water  heater  and  showers;  setting  up 
a  new  5  kilowatt  electric  generator 
and  wire  the  lodge  for  lights  and  plug¬ 
ins;  burying  330  meters  of  plastic 
water  line  coming  into  camp  grounds; 
and  general  carpentry  work  to  repair 
cabins,  etc. 

Wives  are  invited  to  go  along  with 
the  men.  The  group  will  leave  Lake 
Charles  Saturday  morning,  April  29, 
returning  late  Sunday,  May  5,  1973. 

Items  to  bring  are:  cot  and  sleeping 
gear,  work  clothes,  gloves  and  small 
hand  tools.  Food  will  be  provided, 
but  some  cash  will  be  needed. 

Contact  Eloi  Primeaux,  Box  143, 
Hayes,  La.  70646,  or  phone  318-622- 
3268.  Cars  will  be  pooled  so  it  won’t 
be  necessary  to  drive  several.  Above 
all,  Mr.  Primeaux  says,  a  Christian 
spirit  and  attitude  is  needed. 


MONROE  DISTRICT  PLANS 
FIRST  DISTRICT-WIDE 
LAY  BANQUET 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will 
be  the  featured  speaker  for  the 
first  district-wide  Lay  Banquet 
ever  to  be  held  in  Monroe  District, 
at  Monroe  Civic  Center  on  March 
8  at  7  p.m.  More  than  500  per¬ 
sons  are  expected  to  attend.  Tic¬ 
kets  may  be  obtained  from  local 
church  lay  leaders. 
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Mardi  Gras  Seminar 
The  Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  and  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  of  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  are  co-sponsoring  a  M^di 
Gras  Seminar  for  the  second  time 
this  year.  The  event  will  be  held  at 
Rayne  Memorial  church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Sunday,  March  4  to  Wednes¬ 
day,  March  7. 

Sixty  persons  between  18  and  30 
years  of  age  are  expected  to  attend 
from  over  the  country  to  share 
experience  in  communication,  celebra¬ 
tion  and  investigation  into  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  a  mass  celebration. 

A  registration  fee  of  $15  will  in¬ 
clude  lodging  at  the  church  and  some 
meals.  Participants  are  requested  to 
bring  sleeping. bags.  Further  informa¬ 
tion  may  be  obtained  from  the  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  Office 
in  Shreveport. 
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I  very  now  and  then  someone 
puts  together  a  sentence,  or  a 
phrase,  or  an  idea,  that  captures 
the  imagination  of  the  American 
people.  Considering  how  many 
words  are  hurled  at  us,  and  by 
us,  such  a  phrase  is  indeed  a  rare 
one.  But  for  some  reason,  which 
no  one  can  really  predetermine, 
one  combination  of  words  in  a 
hundred-million  clicks  and  it  be¬ 
comes  a  household  phrase. 

“.  .  .  .  I  can’t  believe  I  ate  the 
whole  thing!?” 

It  would  be  hard  to  imagine 
an  American  to  whom  these  are 
not  the  most  familiar  words. 

The  movie  “Love  Story”  con¬ 
tained  one  line  which  almost  ev¬ 
erybody  knows  even  if  they  do 
not  remember  its  source.  You’ve 
already  thought  of  it  —  right? 

“Love  is  never  having  to  say 
you’re  sorry.” 

No  one  seems  to  know  why  this 
simple  sentence  has  received  such 
near-universal  acceptance.  It  is 
not  a  startling  new  insight.  It  is 
hardly  a  new  key  to  human  rela¬ 
tionships,  but  when  you  hear 
something  repeated  often  enough 
you  tend  to  think  there  must  be 
some  truth  to  it. 

Is  this  true?  Is  love  never  hav¬ 
ing  to  say  you’re  sorry?  Is  this 
a  concept  that  squares  with  the 
best  we  know? 

The  implication  as  I  under¬ 
stand  it,  is  that  when  two  people 
are  really  in  love  they  ought  to 
be  able  to  accept  each  other  as 
they  actually  are,  warts  and  all. 
No  apology  is  ever  needed  since 
one  has  only  been  himself,  either 
at  his  best  or  at  his  worst.  But 
one  may  wonder  if  this  isn’t  car¬ 


Why 

Lent 


rying  the  “no  fault”  idea  a  little 
too  far. 

There  are  a  couple  of  alterna¬ 
tives  we  have  all  seen  which  may 
be  worse  though. 

For  instance,  nobody  really  re¬ 
spects  or  appreciates  the  person 
who  is  perpetually  apologizing 
for  his  very  existence.  We  can 
agree  that  such  a  man/woman 
has  not  developed  any  sort  of  a 
healthy  self-image.  Love  certain¬ 
ly  is  not  a  continual  apology. 

Nor  would  we  likely  find  any¬ 
more  validity  in  the  person  who 
thinks  an  apology  is  his  Carte 
Blanche  Card  to  do  whatever  he 
pleases.  Nobody  is  especially  fond 
of  the  child  who  goes  around 
socking  others  in  the  stomach 
and  then  says,  “But  I  told  him  1 
was  sorry!” 

At  least  the  “Love  Story”  ap¬ 
proach  may  be  better  than  either 
of  these.  But  it  has  some  serious 
shortcomings  too. 

Who  of  us  ever  acts  out  of 
love  in  every  instance  in  any  re¬ 
lationship?  Perhaps  it  is  true  that 
no  one  need  ever  apologize  for 
an  act  of  love  even  if  it  turns  out 
badly.  But  what  about  the  things 
we  do  and  say  in  anger  and  jeal¬ 
ousy?  What  about  the  times 


when  revenge  is  our  prime  mo¬ 
tive?  Or  injured  pride?  Or  simple 
conceit? 

Do  we  have  no  need  to  say, 
“I’m  sorry”  when  we  have  inten¬ 
tionally  hurt  someone  we  love? 

The  Mills  Brothers  in  an  ear¬ 
lier  era,  rode  to  fame  on  a  record 
which  said,  “You  always  hurt 
the  one  you  love,  the  one  you 
shouldn’t  hurt  at  all.  .  .  .”  A  part 
of  the  nature  of  human  love  is 
opening  oneself  to  another  per¬ 
son  in  a  vulnerable,  unprotected 
way.  To  love  means  being  ex¬ 
posed  to  being  hurt. 

What  then  when  we  do  hurt 
someone  we  love?  And,  worse 
yet,  what  if  we  can’t  even  say  it 
was  unintentional?  Is  there  still 
no  place  for  feeling  sorry?  Or  is 
it  better  to  feel  it  and  not  say  it? 

We  have  in  the  Church  calen¬ 
dar  a  season  called  Lent.  His¬ 
torically  it  is  a  time  for  us  to 
confess  our  sins  and  to  be  sorry 
for  them.  Not  that  we  should 
save  up  our  confessing  and  re¬ 
penting  for  a  year  and  get  it  all 
done  at  once,  the  way  we  some¬ 
times  try  to  make  up  for  months 
of  neglect  in  a  binge  of  Christmas 
spending.  But  Lent  is  a  special 
time  when  we  are  called  to  re¬ 
member  .  .  . 


by  Dr.  Joseph  E.  Taylor 

Pastor,  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


to  remember  the  love  that  has 
been  given  to  us  — 
to  remember  the  commitments 
we  have  accepted  — 
to  remember  the  highest  vision 
of  life  we  ever  had. 

And  when  we  remember  we  will 
necessarily  come  face  to  face 
with  our  own  record  of  broken 
promises,  wilful  sins,  and  poor 
performance.  To  say  to  God  and 
to  those  with  whom  we  share 
love,  “I  remember  —  and  I’m 
honestly  sorry,”  is  an  awfully 
good  way  to  bridge  widening 
chasms,  to  restore  out-of-joint  re¬ 
lationships,  to  redirect  one’s  best 
efforts  toward  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  best  we  have  envis¬ 
ioned  instead  of  the  mediocrity 
we  have  accepted. 

“Love  is  being  able  to  say  I’m 
sorry  —  and  mean  it.” 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


A  corps  of  nine  Air  Force  chaplains  was  supple¬ 
mented  by  Army,  Navy  and  Marine  chaplains  as 
Ameiican  prisoners  of  the  Vietnam  war  began  ar¬ 
riving  at  Clark  Air  Force  Base  in  the  Philippines 
from  Hanoi  by  jet  transport.  Col.  Kenneth  Israel, 
Protestant  chief  of  chaplains  at  the  base  some  70 
miles  north  of  Manila,  said  “We  have  heard  that 
for  many  (POWs)  prison  years  have  led  to  a  spir¬ 
itual  finding  of  themselves.” 


Former  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Tom  C. 
Clark,  who  wrote  the  Court’s  decision  on  pray¬ 
er  and  Bible-reading  in  public  schools,  said  the 
schools  and  courts  cannot  be  blamed  for  the 
lack  of  religious  training  of  children.  Address¬ 
ing  the  25th  anniversary  conference  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State  in  St.  Louis,  Justice  Clark  said:  “A  child 
who  prepares  and  gives  grace  at  the  family  din¬ 
ner  receives  more  benefit  from  those  few  words 
of  his  own  than  all  the  prayers  that  others  write 
and  he  chants  in  school.” 


An  in-depth  study  to  determine  the  “relative  cost 
effectiveness”  of  using  tax  dollars  to  finance  social 
efforts  now  funded  by  private  (including  church- 
related)  charitable  organizations  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  Sen.  Wallace  F.  Bennett  (Utah).  The 
senator  said  such  a  study  “with  hard  facts,  would 
go  far  in  immunizing  the  public  policy  favoring  pri¬ 
vate  philanthropy  from  attack  by  those  who  believe 
government  can  best  utilize  tax  dollars  by  under¬ 
taking  activities  now  carried  on  by  private  charity.” 
The  Utah  lawmaker  said  that  during  hearings  on 
the  1969  Tax  Reform  Act,  the  Senate  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  heard  many  witnesses  testify  that  the  private 
charity  dollar  “pays  for  social  efforts  which  would 
otherwise  be  a  burden  to  the  federal,  state  or  local 
governments,  and  for  considerably  less  cost.”  The 
senator  emphasized  that  this  was  opinion  testimony 
and  “there  were  no  hard  facts.” 

Reportedly  hundreds  of  Israeli  students  in 
Jerusalem  have  been  attending  Protestant  “mes¬ 
sianic  assemblies,”  which  have  been  strength¬ 
ened  by  a  group  of  “Jews  for  Jesus”  activists 
from  the  U.S.  In  recent  weeks.  Orthodox  Jew¬ 
ish  circles  in  Israel  have  been  urging  anti- 
missionary  legislation,  noting  that  such  a  bill 
was  pigeonholed  in  the  Knesset  (Parliament)  at 
the  request  of  the  Interior  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Ministry. 

A  leading  Roman  Catholic  moral  theologian  empha¬ 
sized  during  a  Vatican  Radio  interview  that  abor¬ 
tion  is  a  “true  crime”  and  is  “no  solution  to  a  so¬ 
cial  problem  caused  by  society’s  failure  to  promote 
mature  sexual  behavior.”  A  Vatican  Radio  broad¬ 
cast  which  preceded  the  interview  observed  that  in 
the  U.S.  the  number  of  abortions  in  one  year  far 
exceeded  the  number  of  American  lives  lost  in  all 
its  wars  over  a  period  of  almost  200  years. 

Lay  persons  will  be^  distributing  Communion 
to  Roman  Catholics  in  the  Archdiocese  of  New 
Yorii  this  Spring  in  churches  where  such  extra¬ 
ordinary  services  are  needed.  Bishop  James  P. 
M^ioney,  Vicar  General  of  the  Archdiocese, 
explained  in  a  letter  sent  to  all  priests  in  the 
area  that  tlw  need  for  such  extraordinary  min¬ 
isters  will  he  based  on  such  factors  as  great 
number  of  communicants,  unavailability  of 
priests,  deacems  or  acolytes,  and  the  consequent 
overiy  prdonged  Communion  Rite.  Candidates 
will  include  men  and  women  at  least  21  years 
of  age. 


A  letter  received  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  Hines,  pre¬ 
siding  bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  not  all  members  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  are  responding  warmly  to  proposed  changes  in 
that  church’s  orders  of  worship.  The  letter  reads: 
“My  dear  Presiding  Bishop,  If  Jesus  Christ  knew 
what  you  are  doing  to  our  Book  of  Common  Wor¬ 
ship  with  your  devilish  new  liturgy  (under  study  for 
use  in  the  Episcopal  Church) — He  would  turn  over 
in  His  grave.” 

St.  Margaret’s  Episcopal  Church  in  Woodbridge, 
Va.  has  inaugurated  a  training  program  for  lay 
assistants  called  the  “Undershepherd  Ministry.” 
Trainees  must  commit  themselves  to  regular 
prayer  and  worship  during  a  period  of  evening 
instruction  sessions  conducted  by  their  minis¬ 
ter.  The  training  period  will  culminate  in  a 
“lay  ordination”  service  at  which  trainees  will 
make  “public  witness  to  commitment  in  a 
service  of  the  Church,”  involving  a  minimum 
of  one  year  of  being  in  charge  of  a  “fold”  of 
up  to  20  families.  The  Rev.  Rodney  Caulkins, 
rector,  said  “The  value  of  the  Undershepherd 
Ministry  will  he  shown  by  its  fruits:  by  a  more 
Christ-centered,  believing,  sharing,  rejoicing, 
loving  community.  This  strengthened  body  of 
Christ  is  the  goal  of  the  lay  ministry  of  under¬ 
shepherds.” 

Britain  has  long  been  known  for  its  Good  Food 
Guide,  the  Good  Hotel  Guide,  and  many  other 
“Good  Guides.”  Now  the  Roman  Catholics  have 
published  the  Good  Church  Guide  on  an  experi¬ 
mental  basis.  What  it  means  is  that  churches 
“where  Mass  is  almost  inaudible”  or  “where  the 
liturgy  is  slipshod”  face  the  prospect  of  public  ex¬ 
posure  by  anonymous  inspectors  similar  to  those 
who  visit  hotels  and  restaurants  to  rate  their  serv¬ 
ices. 

The  Permanent  Theological  Committee  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  has  taken  steps 
to  allow  baptized  children  to  take  communion 
and  says  it  finds  no  theological  reason  why  an 
ordained  PCUS  minister  cannot  be  confirmed 
in  another  denomination.  The  denomination  is 
the  only  major  denomination  in  the  U.S.  which 
does  not  permit  baptized  children  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  communion  services,  the  committee 
said.  A  person  now  must  be  confirmed  before 
taking  communion  in  the  church. 

A  historic  Plan  of  Union  for  “The  Church  of 
Christ  in  Canada”  has  been  unveiled  in  Toronto  by 
executives  of  the  Anglican  and  United  Churches, 
and  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  — 
resulting  from  five  years’  work  by  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Church  Union.  The  81 -page  document, 
tries  to  cover  every  conceivable  question  relative  to 
the  very  delicate  unification  of  the  episcopal-style 
Anglicans  with  the  two  Reform  Churches.  It  will 
now  go  through  the  legislative  processes  of  the  re¬ 
spective  denominations. 


The  administrative  chief  of  the  Zulu  people, 
addressing  an  ecumenical  luncheon  at  the  In¬ 
terchurch  Center  in  New  York,  expressed 
douhts  that  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
grants  to  “liberation  movements”  in  southern 
Africa  help  the  cause  of  blacks  ruled  by  the 
white  minority  in  his  country.  South  Africa. 
Chief  M.  Gatsha  Buthelezi  is  the  political  lead¬ 
er  of  4  million  Zulus  and  is  considered  the  most 
powerful  tribal  figure  there.  An  Anglican  lay¬ 
man,  he  is  a  strong  critic  of  the  white  domi¬ 
nated  government  and  its  apartheid  (racial  sep- 
ation)  policy  in  his  homel^d.  He  said  it  was 
not  made  dear  that  the  WCC  grants  —  first 
allocated  three  years  ago  —  were  for  humani¬ 
tarian  purposes  and  not  for  the  purchase  of 
arms,  and  called  this  lack  of  clarity  “unfor¬ 
tunate.” 

Religious  groups  opposed  to  insurance  would  be 
exempt  from  paying  Social  Security  employment  tax 
on  wages  under  a  bill  introduced  in  the  Senate  by 
Sen.  Richard  S.  Schweiker  (Pa.).  “Forcing  people 
such  as  the  Amish  to  pay  a  tax  which  is  a  form  of 
insurance,  directly  opposed  by  the  tenents  of  their 
faith,”  Schweiker  said,  “is  an  impingement  on  the 
religious  rights  of  any  group,  no  matter  how  small.” 

Southern  Baptist  Staff  Chaplain  Merle  Strick¬ 
land  at  the  Naval  Officer  Candidate  School, 
Netvport,  R.I.,  has  composed  a  stanza  for  wom¬ 
en  to  be  sung  with  the  Navy  hymn,  “Eternal 
Father,  Strong  to  Save.”  The  lyrics,  published 
in  Navy  Chief  of  Chaplains  Offices’  monthly 
Memorandum  for  Navy  Chaplains  reads:  “O 
God  protect  the  women  too  —  who  proudly 
wear  the  Navy  blue;  O  guide  devoted  hands  of 
skill  —  And  bless  their  work  within  Thy  will; 
Inspire  their  lives  that  they  may  be — Examples 
fair  on  land  and  sea.” 

A  television  series  on  Churches  in  Africa  and  a 
“Special”  on  amnesty  are  scheduled  to  be  shown 
on  four  consecutive  Sundays  in  March  according 
to  an  announcement  by  the  Broadcasting  and  Film 
Commission  of  the  Nat’l.  Council  of  Churches.  The 
BFC  has  cooperated  with  CBS-TV  on  the  “Look 
Up  and  Live”  series,  which  will  depict  African 
Christianity  as  seen  through  African  eyes  and  a  drama 
dealing  with  amnesty  entitled  “Duty  Bound.” 

An  elaborate  electronic  system,  covering  four 
miles  of  Vatican  museum  corridors  and  St. 
Peter’s  Basilica,  has  been  installed  to  protect 
the  Vatican’s  priceless  art  treasures.  The  sys¬ 
tem  includes  closed-circuit  television,  loud 
speakers,  laser  beams,  microwave-controlled 
sirens  and  magnetos.  Some  25  TV  cameras  scan 
tourists  who  pass  through  the  museums,  paying 
particular  attention  to  entrances  and  other 
points  where  large  crowds  tend  to  gather. 

t 


SOMEBODY  CARED! 

CLARK  AIR  FORCE  BASE, 
Philippines  -  Navy  Capt. 
Howard  Rutledge  of  Tulsa 
finds  that  over  and  above 
“family”  some  Americans 
cared  for  himduring  his  im¬ 
prisonment  by  North  Viet- 
man.  Among  the  first  to 
greet  him  was  a  Navy 
nurse,  Capt.  Ronalin  Thom¬ 
son,  an  Air  Force  nurse  at 
Clark  Air  Force  Base.  On 
her  wrist,  declaring  her 
hopes  and  prayers  for  a 
POW,  was  the  name,  “Capt. 
Howard  Rutledge.”  The 
Navy  officer  was  released 
on'  Feb.  12.  (RNS  photo) 
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Students  from  Iran  and  an  American  student  who  prepared 
and  served  Iranian  dinner  at  Tech  Wesley  Foundation, 
Ruston.  (Left  to  right)  Mehdi  Mohaghegh,  Dariuosh  Ab- 
basi,  Mohammad  E.  Movaghar,  Steve  G.  Griffin,  and  Man- 
sour  Zandi.  Dishes  served  were  Bagla  Polo  (dillweed, 
butter  beans,  rice,  butter,  and  chicken);  Plain  Rice  (rice, 
saffran,  and  butter);  Lobia  Khoresht  (chicken,  green 
beans,  tomatoes,  and  tomato  paste);  and  Bamia  Khoresht 
(okra,  beef,  tomato  paste,  and  potatoes).  Mr.  Adib  said: 
“Such  dinner  parties  help  us  to  feel  that  we  are  contrib¬ 
uting  something  rather  than  having  something  done  for 
us.”  President  of  the  International  Students’  Associa¬ 
tion  this  year  is  Roberto  Cazenave,  Yoro,  Honduras. 


Prominent  at  Annual  Ecuemnical  Luncheon  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  were  (left  to  right)  Mayor  Moon 
Landrieu,  E.  L.  "Bubba”  Henry,  chairman  of  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  1973  president  of  the  Fed¬ 
eration  and  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
Approximately  350  representatives  of  churches  in  the  area  were 
present  to  hear  Mayor  Landreiu,  Mr.  Henry  and  Dr.  David  E. 
Mason,  new  executive  director  of  the  Federation. 
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International  Dinners  popular 
at  Tech  campus 


The  Wesley  Foundation  and  Inter¬ 
national  Students’  Association  at  Lou¬ 
isiana  Tech  University,  Ruston,  are  co¬ 
sponsors  of  International  Students’ 
Dinner  Parties.  This  is  the  second  year 
for  this  project.  The  facilities  of  the 
I  Wesley  Foundation  building  are  used 
I  for  the  dinner  parties,  with  Interna¬ 
tional  Students’  Association  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  financial  arrangements. 

Karim  Adib,  Beruit,  Lebanon,  for¬ 
mer  president  of  the  International  Stu¬ 
dents’ Association,  and  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  Stokes,  Jr.,  director  of  the 
Tech  Wesley  Foundation,  discussed 
what  Wesley  Foundation  could  do  in 
ministering  to  international  students, 
helping  all  students  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted.  Previously  the  international 
students  had  helped  to  plan  parties 
that  Wesley  Foundation  had  given  in 
their  honor.  But  more  personal  con¬ 
tact  was  needed  in  developing  friend- 


by  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 

Caimpus  Minist^ 

ships.  As  a  result  the  International 
Students’  Dinner  Parties  have  come  to 
be  an  important  aspect  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  program  and  activities. 

These  dinners  are  held  approximate¬ 
ly  twice  a  month.  A  group  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  students  prepare  and  serve 
a  meal  that  is  native  to  their  country. 
Tickets  are  sold  for  attending  the  din¬ 
ner.  Before  the  dinner  the  students  tell 
the  names  of  the  various  dishes,  in¬ 
gredients,  and  how  they  are  prepared. 
Dinners  that  have  been  served  featured 
food  from  Iran,  India,  Thailand,  Mexi¬ 
co,  Honduras,  and  Lebanon.  These 
parties  are  open  to  all  students  on  the 
campus,  members  of  the  university 
community,  and  local  residents.  The 
largest  number  attending  the  dinner 
parties  are  the  students  from  various 
areas  of  campus  life. 
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community  problems:  Conference  staff 
to  act  as  consultants  with  local 
churches  who  wish  to  join  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  Interchurch  Conference  program 
on  corrections  reform  on  local  and  par¬ 
ish  jail  level;  to  also  help  with  district 
ministers  who  would  desire  to  estab¬ 
lish  “Clergy-Police”  relationship  pro¬ 
gram. 

5.  Creative  Teaching  of  The  Bible: 
To  help  train  adult  youth  teachers  on 
use  of  new  Bible  materials  available  in 
September  1973;  conference  or  district 
workshops  in  late  August/September 
1973. 

6.  Peace  Education:  Use  Bishop’s 
“Call  for  Peace”  in  sermons  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Oct.  20,  1974,  World  Order  Sun¬ 
day;  a  minute  of  silence  for  Peace  on 
that  Sunday;  writing  contest  for  all 
ages  on  subject  of  Peace  on  the  theme 
“The  Individual  Christian  and  World 
Peace.” 

7.  Exposure  to  Theology:  use  Mis¬ 
sion  Study  theme  “Contemporary 
Christians  and  their  writings”  in  local 


Members  of  the  “Jesus  Festival 
'73”  committee  of  the  Central 
Louisiana  Ministerial  Associa¬ 
tion  include  (from  left)  Brother 
Mathias  Guzdzial,  St.  James 
Catholic  church;  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Tabler,  First  Presbyterian 
church,  chairman;  the  Rev.  Earl 
Provenza,  Our  Lady  of  Prompt 
Succor  Catholic,  and  Maj.  Lewis 
H.  Dunlap,  chaplain  from  Eng¬ 
land  Air  Force  Base.  The  April 
19  event  to  be  held  at  Maryhill 
will  be  open  to  all  young  people 
in  the  area.  Another  Key  ’73 
event  planned  by  the  ministerial 
association  is  a  ministers’  re¬ 
treat  at  Maryhill  on  April  9  and 
10.  (Town  Talk  Staff  Photo) 
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church  1974;  Study  doctrine  and  doc¬ 
trinal  Statements  in  spring  1974;  Pas¬ 
tor’s  School  course  “Pastor  as  Theolo¬ 
gian  in  Residence”;  Conference  on 
Holy  Spirit,  fall,  1974. 

8.  Human  Relations:  Workshop  on 
Religion  and  Race,  winter,  1974;  ex¬ 
pansion  of  “Getting  to  Know”  pro¬ 
gram  involving  black/white  families 
in  dialogue  and  friendship. 

t 

Clergy  and  wives 
invited  to  enroll  in 
pastoral  care  course 

An  introductory  course  in  pastoral 
care:  “Coumeling  With  the  Emotion¬ 
ally  Disturbed”  will  be  offered  for 
clergy  and  their  wives  at  Central 
Louisiana  State  Hospital  beginning 
Monday,  March  5,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Wayne  J.  Durham,  Jr.,  senior 
chaplain  and  director  of  Pastoral  Care. 

This  course  is  designed  as  a  labora¬ 
tory  experience  for  clergy  and  wives 
who  wishto  examine  the  problems  and 
new  possibilities  in  the  lives  of  clergy 
and  their  families  as  they  minister  to 
members  of  their  churches.  It  will  deal 
with  the  question  of  identity,  role  ex¬ 
pectations  for  clergy,  wives,  their  chil¬ 
dren,  the  conflicting  demands  of  the 
church,  families,  God,  and  others;  de¬ 
veloping  appropriate  ways  of  express¬ 
ing  anger,  self-image  and  others’  im¬ 
age;  legitimate  self-interest;  possibili¬ 
ties  for  developing  sources  of  emotion¬ 
al  support  in  and  outside  the  commun¬ 
ity  church,  and  the  creation  of  some 
beginning  models  for  a  more  reward¬ 
ing  and  self-actualizing  life  of  minis- 
try. 

Teaching  personnel  for  the  course 
will  include  members  of  the  Chap¬ 
lains’  Staff,  psychiatrists,  and  other 
members  of  the  mental  health  team  at 
the  hospital.  Seminary  credit  is  ob¬ 
tainable  for  the  course  if  desired.  In¬ 
terested  persons  may  call  or  write 
Chaplain  Durham  at  Central. 
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E  W  S 
OTES 

THE  CENLA  MINISTERIAL  group 
sponsored  the  recent  seminar  on 
Correction  Reform  held  in  the 
Alexandria  area.  Dr.  Karl  Men- 
ninger  of  the  noted  Menninger 
Foundation,  was  resource  leader. 

FORT  POLK  APPRECIATION  Day 
was  observed  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Leesville,  Sun¬ 
day,  Feb.  18.  Buses  were  pro¬ 
vided  to  transport  soldiers  to  the 
services,  which  also  noted  Reli- 

gious  Heritage  Day.  The  Rev. 

lonald  Risinger  is  the  Leesville 
pastor. 

UNITED  METHODIST  MEN  of 
First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  held 
the  annual  duck  gumbo  supper  on 
Wednesday^  Feb.  21.  Guest  speak¬ 
er  was  Jack  Yianitsas,  motivation 
specialist  of  Lake  Charles.  Troy 
Parsons  is  president  of  the  men’s 
group. 

AT  SULPHUR,  DR.  BILL  POWER, 
professor  of  Old  Testament  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas,  will  be  teaching  a  course 
on  the  Old  Testament  in  Henning 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
on  March  2,  3  and  4.  Host  pastor 
is  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton. 


THE  ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
will  have  a  Lay  Speaking  School 
in  the  Jonesville  United  Methodist 
Church,  March  18  and  25.  The 
Rev.  Gilbert  Wade  of  Colfax  will 
be  the  instructor.  The  Rev.  Jim¬ 
mie  Pyles  will  be  host  pastor. 


DURING  THE  FEBRUARY  em¬ 
phasis  on  Boy  Scouts,  Mangum 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  noted  in  the  “Mes¬ 
senger”  that  Troop  23  has  been 
chartered  by  Mangum  for  38  con¬ 
tinuous  years.  The  Troop  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  National  Camping  A- 
ward  for  ten  consecutive  years. 
The  annual  Scout  banquet  was 
held  at  the  church,  Feb.  22.  T. 
C.  Page  is  scoutmaster.  The  Rev. 
Roy  E.  Mouser  is  pastor. 


GRETNA  PLANS  BUILDING 

Gretna  United  Methodist  Church 
has  entered  into  a  contract  with 
George  Saunders,  A. LA.,  to  draw 
up  {Hans  for  a  completely  new 
cnurch  which  is  to  be  built  at  the 
new  site  on  Whitney  Boulevard. 
The  plans  call  for  a  church  plant 
that  will  take  care  of  a  member¬ 
ship  of  about  2000.  Arnold  Fer- 
g^uson  is  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee,  and  the  Rev.  George 
W.  Harbuck  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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BARKSDALE  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
IST  Church  of  Bossier  City  held  a 
“We  Care”  missioUj  Feb.  21-23. 
Several  visiting  ministers  con¬ 
ducted  a  mission  similar  to  the 
lay  witness  missions.  The  Rev. 
Jonn  R.  Johns  is  the  Barksdale 
minister. 

HOMER  UNITED  METHODISTS 
are  conducting  a  church  visitation 
on  Sunday,  March  4,  to  deliver  the 
new  church  directory  and  distribute 
Bible  Reading  Guides.  The  Work 
Area  of  Evangelism  is  sponsoring 
the  prpject.  The  Rev.  Cleburne 
Quaid  is  the  Homer  pastor. 


DR.  JOHN  LAWSON  of  Exeter, 
England,  was  a  guest  speaker  in 
First  United  Methodist  at  Monroe, 
Feb.  25.  Presently  a  professor  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  Dr.  Lawson 
also  led  a  discussion  of  his  latest 
book,  “An  Evangelical  Faith  for 
Today.”  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie  was 
host  pastor. 


UNIVERSITY  CHURCH  at  Baton 
Rouge  featured  the  choirs  on  Feb. 
18.  The  Wesley  Singers,  directed 
by  Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Von  Brock,  and 
the  Asbury  Singers,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Braymer,  sang  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  the  cantata  “100% 
Chance  of  Rain.”  The  Chapel 
Choir  (Youth),  directed  by  Mrs. 
Esther  Socolofsky,  sang  ‘^Go  Ye 
Into  All  the  Worlcl.”  The  Chancel 
Choir,  directed  by  Dallas  Draper, 
sang  Mendelssohn’s  “I  Waited  for 
the  Lord.”  A  trio  featured  Kenny 
Klaus,  violin;  Nancy  Godsey, 
viola,  and  George  Walter,  organ. 
The  Rev.  Lamar  E.  Smith  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


The  Ruston  District  meetings  for  preachers  and  parsonettes  were  held  in 
Homer,  Feb.  13.  Shown  above,  at  left  is  District  Superintendent  Ralph 
Cain  with  special  guest,  Marcus  Wren,  district  lay  leader,  and  two  of  the 
ministers.  At  right.  Jack  Winegeart  discusses  decoupage  with  Mrs.  Nolen 
Causey,  who  demonstrated  techniques  at  the  parsonette  meeting.  Cleburne 
Quaid  was  host  pastor. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  EMPHASIZES 
KEY  73  PROGRAM 

Two  KEY  73  events  were  held 
in  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area 
in  February.  On  Thursday,  Feb. 
15,  a  convocation  was  held  at  St. 
Anthony’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
The  speaker  was  Dr.  Kenneth 
Chafin  of  Houston,  who  is  on  the 
National  Executive  Committee  of 
Key  73,  and  was  formerly  head  of 
evangelism  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  The  choir  of  Dillard 
University  provided  special  music. 

A  dramatic  presentation  Feb. 
21  was  by  the  Covenant  Players 
of  Los  Angeles,  who  enacted  the 
three- act  play  “The  High  Call¬ 
ing”,  written  by  Charles  M.  Tan¬ 
ner.  This  production  was  in  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss,  pastor  at 
Rayne  Memorial,  is  co-chairman 
of  the  Key  73  program  in  Greater 
New  Orleans. 

t 

LAKE  VISTA  UNITED  Methodists 
of  New  Orleans  will  hear  the  Rev. 
Clyde  Frazier,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent,  at  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice,  March  4.  Mr.  Frazier  is  a 
former  pastor  of  Lake  Vista  Church 
where  the  Rev.  Donice  W.  Alver- 
son  now  serves  as  minister. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  BiUe  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  hmnes. 

Mar.  4— Sunday  ....  Mark  6:45-52 


Mar.  6  .  ..  Mark  11:12-20 

Mar.  6 . . . Luke  8:22-25 

Mar.  7 _ Stork  14:3-9 

Mar.  8 _ _ _ Luke  5:1-11 

Mar.  9 . . . Luke  9:10-17 

Mar.  10 . . . Luke  23:39-45 


Mar.  11 — Sunday  ....'John  4:46-54 


THE  FAITH  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  Ruston,  recently  cele¬ 
brated  the  first  anniversary  in  the 
new  building.  The  Rev.  Ralph 
Cain,  district  superintendent,  was 
present  for  the  presentation  of 
special  awards  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B. 
M.  Cassidy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  L. 
McKenzie,  Mrs.  Adele  Gooden  and 
Miss  Christine  Beatty.  The  Rev. 
Leo  Beck  is  pastor. 

LAKE  ARTHUR  United  Methodist 
Men  re-elected  Jon  Hahn  as  presi¬ 
dent  and  J.  A.  Brown  as  secretary- 
treasurer.  The  Rev.  Raymond  M. 
Crofoot  is  their  pastor. 


Karen  Leigh  Burgess,  infant  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Burgess,  was  baptized  by  Dr.  Doug¬ 
las  McGuire,  Baton  Rouge  district  superintendent,  in 
services  at  the  Slaughter  United  Methodist  Church, 
Jan.  21.  Dr.  McGuire  used  water  he  had  brought 
from  the  Jordan  River.  Standing  in  front  is  Christy 
Lynn,  the  Burgess’  older  daughter,  now  four  years 
of  age. 


Senior  Citizens  help 
Mrs.  Lucy  Smith  cele¬ 
brate  her  80th  birthday 
in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
of  St.  Andrew  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Smith 
is  one  of  the  most  active 
members  of  St.  Andrew. 
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Ingieside  DMA  Club 
Notes  Third  Anniversary 

The  DMA  Club  of  Ingieside  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  cele¬ 
brated  their  third  anniversary  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  with  a  covered  dish  luncheon  in 
the  Church  Annex.  The  Don’t  Men¬ 
tion  Age  Club  is  a  non-denomina- 
tional  group  interested  in  arts  and 
crafts,  and  meets  every  Wednesday  in 
the  Youth  Building  at  the  church. 
Mrs.  Hobart  Gregory  and  Mrs.  F.  J. 
Rowe  were  hostesses  for  thte  occasion. 

After  the  luncheon,  a  birthday  cake 
decorated  in  the  Valentine  theme  and 
surrounded  by  red  camellias  was  cut 
and  served  to  the  group.  Mrs.  Robert 
Rainer  led  in  the  singing  of  old-time 
songs.  The  pianist  for  the  program  was 
Mrs.  Lee  Toney. 

A  silver  tray  was  presented  to  Mrs. 
L.  O.  Reynolds,  immediate  past-presi¬ 
dent,  for  her  outstanding  service  to 
the  club.  Mrs.  H.  P.  Brashear  pre¬ 
sented  the  club  with  an  album  con¬ 
taining  pictures  taken  of  the  group  on 
various  occasions  during  the  past  three 
years. 

Forty  members  and  guests  attended 
the  affair.  The  Rev.  Jefferson  C.  Wal¬ 
lace,  Ingieside  pastor,  and  his  wife 
were  special  guests  for  this  occasion. 

t 

ST.  MARK’S  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  of  Monroe  held  a  revival 
the  week  of  Feb.  11,  Guest  evan- 
eglist  was  the  Rev,  Lloyd  Fore¬ 
man  of  the  Luling  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  Rev.  Reuel 
H.  Allen  is  the  St.  Mark  minister. 


EROS  CHURCH  MEMBERS 
STUDY  METHODIST 
HYMNOLOGY 

The  Eros  United  Methodist  Church 
conducted  a  two-night  school  on  hym- 
nology  recently.  Eugene  Smith,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  West  Monroe 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  former  di¬ 
rector  of  McGuire  United  Methodist 
Church  choir  for  17  years,  was  the 
leader, 

Mr.  Smith  used  one  session  to  show 
the  various  periods  of  church  hym- 
nody.  As  each  period  was  discussed, 
the  congregation  sang  hymns  most  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  song  writers  in  that 
period  of  church  history.  In  the  sec¬ 
ond  session,  the  congregation  learned 
new  hymns  and  about  the  Methodist 
hymnal  specifically. 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson  is  min¬ 
ister  at  Eros. 
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NOEL  MEMORIAL  CHURCH  of 
Shreveport  is  holding  a  series  of 
Mission  Adventure  sessions  on 

25,  Mar. 
precede 
Mission 
Dr,  Ben 

Singletary,  was  the  first  subject. 
Dr.  and  Mrs,  C.  J.  Alexander  will 
present  the  study  of  “India.  ”  The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Holt,  mission¬ 
aries  to  the  Philippines,  will  talk 
about  their  work  at  the  March  11 
session.  Dr.  B.  A.  Galloway  is 
the  Noel  minister. 


Sunday  evenings  of  Feb. 
4  and  11.  Family  dinners 
the  programs.  “Medical 
to  Mexico”,  given  by 


JOINT  MEETING  HELD 
AT  WEST  MONROE 

The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  West  Monroe  had  a  joint 
meeting,  Feb.  13.  Mrs.  Louis  Ben¬ 
nett,  Conference  Guild  Chairman,  was 
guest  speaker. 

Mrs.  Bennett  showed  slides  and 
shared  highlights  of  her  trip  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  to  United  Methodism’s 
Service  Center,  explaining  that  the 
main  emphasis  of  their  meetings  was 
on  the  new  organization  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  She  outlined  sug¬ 
gestions  and  plans  made  there. 

Other  guests  present  included  Miss 
Ruth  Gulley,  Monroe  District  WSG 
chairman;  Mrs.  Grace  Earl,  the  new 


district  nomination  chairman;  Mrs. 
Lucille  Goodwin,  Monroe  District 
WSCS  president  who  gave  some  dates 
of  interest  to  the  group. 

March  31  is  the  “Preparedness  for 
Coming  Together”  meeting  at  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation.  Miss  Gulley  stated 
that  the  Spring  WSG  meeting  at 
Chemin-A-Haut  would  be  April  28- 
29.  Mrs.  Bennett  stressed  an  Enrich¬ 
ment  Weekend,  “Be  Alive — ^Not  Just 
Living”  to  be  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
June  16-18. 

Mrs.  Nita  Golson,  coordinator,  was 
presented  a  special  Membership  by 
the  Guild,  with  Mrs,  Helen  Owen 
making  the  presentation.  The  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Peyton,  pastor,  expressed 
appreciation  to  those  present  for  work 
the  women  of  the  church  have  done 
in  the  past. 


Mrs.  Compton 


COMMENT 

This  is  an  exciting  time  for  women  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Where  are  you  in  the 
formation  of  the  new  organization?  By  now  the 
Joint  Executive  Committees  should  have  started 
building  a  community  of  women,  using  the  “Read¬ 
iness  to  Move”  booklet  and  “Guidelines  for  the 
Local  Unit  of  United  Methodist  Women”.  The 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  Handbook/Work¬ 
book  are  available  from  Service  Center.  These 
tools  are  a  must  for  every  unit. 

Have  you  made  a  thorough  inventory  of  the 
women  in  your  Church?  Have  you-Jiad  an  open 
meeting  of  the  women  of  your  Church?  Are  you  challenged  by  the  new- 

ness?  .  .  .  i-v 

Explore  new  meanings  for  membership  in  the  new  organization.  Our 

central  focal  thrust  continues  to  be  mission  —  seek  new  ways  of  learning 
about  mission  concerns;  discover  the  needs  of  the  women  in  your  Church 
and  community,  this  will  lead  to  new  tasks  and  perhaps  down  unfamiliar 
paths.  It  will  call  you  to  a  deeper  commitment  to  Christ  and  to  give 
prayerful  support  and  encouragement  to  each  other.  Be  creative. 

Enrichment  Week-End  June  15-17,  1973,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas  —  this  is  for  all  the  women  and  the  emphasis  is  on  ^ris- 
tion  Personhood  leading  to  the  Supportive  Community.  Theme:  “Be 
Alive  —  not  Just  living”.  Guest  leader  will  be  Dr.  Robert  Hayes,  Sr., 
President  of  Wiley  College.  Cost  of  housing,  insurance  and  meals  for  Fri¬ 
day  evening  through  Sunday  noon  is  $18.75.  Registration  fee  is  $3.00, 
to  be  sent  to  me  by  March  15  if  you  plan  to  attend. 

'  United  Methodist  Women’s  Assembly  —  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  October 
4-7,  1973  —  To  encourage  attendance  of  local  women,  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  United  Methodist  Women  will  provide  an  all-expense  scholar¬ 
ship  for  one  woman  from  each  Conference  to  the  Assembly.  Each  appli¬ 
cant  must  submit  an  essay,  not  to  exceed  200  words  on:  What  does  the 
Assembly  Theme,  “Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit”  mean  to  me  as  a  woman? 
Other  information  needed:  age,  marital  status,  vocation  or  interest,  cul¬ 
tural  or  ethnic  background,  and  special  gifts  or  potentialities  to  share.  If 
you  are  interested,  send  this  essay  and  profile  to  me  by  June  10  and  a 
Conference  task  group  will  make  a  selection  of  two  nominees;  the  final 
selection  of  the  delegate  will  be  made  by  the  Jurisdiction  Task  Force. 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  President 
Louisiana.  Conference  Women’s  Society 


AUXILIARY  ORGANIZED 

FOR  MacDONELL  CENTER 

A  Women’s  Auxiliary  to  the  Mac- 
Donell  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Services  in  Houma  has  recently  been 
organized,  and  is  looking  forward  to 
years  of  active  service. 

Officers  for  the  1973  year  were 
elected  at  a  meeting  of  the  group,  Jan. 
9. 

Mrs.  Lynn  Milligan  will  head  the 
auxiliary  as  its  first  chairman.  Other 
officers  elected  are  as  follows:  Vice 
Chairman — Mrs.  Robert  Reed,  Re¬ 
cording  Secretary — ^Mrs.  Thomas  Fish¬ 
er,  Corresponding  Secretary  —  Mrs. 
Mary  Ann  Bernardi,  Treasurer — ^Mrs. 
Wayne  Turnbull,  and  Parliamentarian 


— Mrs.  Arlie  Vest. 

The  Auxiliary  will  encompass  as  its 
purpose  the  promotion  of  better  com¬ 
munity  interest  and  relations  with  the 
MacDonell  Children’s  Services.  Of 
primary  concern  to  the  Auxiliary  will 
be  annual  fund-raising  activities.  The 
proceeds  of  such  events  shall  be  given 
to  MacDonell  for  its  budget. 

Plans  are  underway  for  the  Auxil¬ 
iary  to  hostess  the  traditional  Open 
House  at  the  MacDonell  Home,  held 
the  Sunday  following  Easter.  This  af¬ 
fair  is  open  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  the  MacDonell  Children’s  Services 
and  the  public  is  urged  to  attend. 

G.  J.  Bridges,  ACSW,  is  executive 
director  at  MacDonell. 

t 


At  West  Monroe’s  First  Church,  Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett 
(center),  conference  WSG  chairperson,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  joint  meeting  of  WSCS  and  WSG  mem¬ 
ber.  Standing  with  Mrs.  Bennett  are  Miss  Alline 
Hall  (left),  WSG  president,  and  Mrs.  Phyllis  Alex¬ 
ander,  WSCS  president. 


Mrs.  Helen  Owen  (left) 
presented  a  Special  Mem¬ 
bership  to  Mrs.  Nita  Gol¬ 
son,  WSCS/WSG  coordina¬ 
tor  in  First  Church,  West 
Monroe. 


.V-  j 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Vise,  center,  was  honored  at  a  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  recently  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Homer.  She  was  presented  a  past-presi¬ 
dent’s  pin  by  Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  at  left,  of  Monroe 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Allen  of  the  local  Guild.  Mrs.  Ben¬ 
nett  had  the  program  for  the  evening.  The  Rev. 
Cleburne  Quaid  is  pastor  of  the  church  at  Homer. 
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(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  March,  April  and  M(^  —  under  the  general 
topic:  “Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.”) 


LESSON  FOR  MARCH  11;  Man  Is  A  Responsible  Being 


SCRIPTURE  BACKGROUND:  Genesis  1:27-30; 
4:1-9;  Matthew  25:31-46;  Acts  17:30-31; 
Romans  14:10-12 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “Every  one  o«  us  shaU 
g^e  account  of  himsdtf  to  God.”  (Ronums 
14:12) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  discover  more  fully 
what  it  means  to  be  a  responsiUe  Christian. 


*  *  * 


Have  you  ever  tried  to  answer  the  question  as 
to  what  is  the  unifying  power  that  holds  the  social 
order  together,  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  reliabil¬ 
ity,  in  spite  of  all  of  the  divisive  forces  that  threaten 
to  tear  it  apart?  Some  might  answer  that  it  is  re¬ 
spect  for  or  fear  of  the  strong  hand  of  the  law. 
This  is  a  partial  answer,  but  oiy  a  moment’s  con¬ 
sideration  will  show  that  if  this  were  the  chief 
source  of  restraint  it  would  require  almost  as  many 
policemen  as  private  citizens  and  then  who  would 
govern  them?  There  is  something  deeper  than  this 
and  I  think  we  find  it  in  the  central  word  of  our 
lesson  today.  It  is  the  sense  of  responsibility  with 
which  God  the  Creator  endowed  each  of  his  chil¬ 
dren.  This  word  “responsibility”  comes  from  two 
Latin  words.  The  first  is  the  syllable  “re”  meaning 
“back”  and  the  second  is  “spondere”  meaning  “to 
answer;”  a  promise  to  yield  to  the  power  of  an 
urgent  call.  So,  responsibility  is  the  recognition  in 
our  lives  that  we  belong  to  a  reality  that  is  exerting 
a  compelling  force  upon  us  and  we  yield  ourselves 
to  it.  It  is  a  strong  cable  that  is  made  up  of  three 
different  strands. 

*  *  * 

FINDING  OUR  TRUE  SELVES 

I  can  best  illustrate  what  I  have  in  mind  by 
taking  three  statements  out  of  the  Gospels  that 
relate  to  the  life  of  our  Lord.  The  first  of  them  is: 
“He  was  there  alone.”  (Matt.  14:23)  Jesus  had 
been  with  the  crowds  all  day  and  now  he  had  sent 
them  away.  Even  the  disciples  had  gone  into  a  boat 
and  had  started  to  cross  the  lake.  Jesus  went,  as  he 
often  did,  into  the  hill  country  and  was  there  alone. 
The  first  strand  of  this  cable  of  responsibility  is 
the  individual’s  responsibility  to  himself.  No  matter 
how  much  we  may  prefer  to  have  it  otherwise,  no 
matter  how  much  we  may  enjoy  the  stimulation  of 
the  crowd  or  seek  to  avoid  coming  into  direct  com¬ 
munication  with  ourselves,  we  cannot  escape  it. 
There  always  comes  a  time  when  every  man  stands 
face  to  face  with  himself  and  knows  deep  within 
him  whether  he  is  really  a  man  or  a  mockery,  a 
make-believe,  a  sham.  Years  ago  in  this  country 
there  was  a  poet  by  the  name  of  Eddie  Guest.  I 
suppose  he  did  not  take  high  rank  as  an  artist,  but 
he  dealt  with  some  very  simple  and  meaningful 
facts  of  life.  I  remember  a  few  lines  out  of  a  poem 
which  he  called  “Myself.” 

“I  have  to  live  with  myself  and  so 

I  want  to  be  fit  for  myself  to  know. 

I  want  to  be  able  as  the  days  go  by 

Always  to  look  myself  straight  in  the  eye: 

I  don’t  want  to  stand  in  the  setting  sun 
And  hate  myself  for  the  things  I’ve  done. 

And  in  this  struggle  for  fame  and  pelf 
I  want  to  be  able  to  like  myself.” 


He  was  dealing  with  that  strand  of  responsibility 
that  we  are  discussing  today.  One  man  was  telling 
his  Christian  experience  and  when  he  was  speaking 
of  what  Christ  had  done  for  him  he  said,  “He  gave 
me  back  my  sense  of  self-respect.” 

Someone  may  say,  “I  thought  that,  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  we  had  been  taught  that  we  must  deny  our¬ 
selves.”  There  is  a  sense  in  which  this  is  true,  but 
it  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  in  a  real  sense  there 
are  two  selves,  a  higher  self  and  a  lower  self.  Paul 
said  “The  things  I  want  to  do  I  don’t  do.  The 
things  that  I  don’t  want  to  do — these  are  the  things 
that  I  do.  I  find  the  law  written  in  myself  that 
reaches  up  to  the  things  that  are  high,  but  I  find 
another  law  written  in  my  body  that  is  pulling  me 
down  to  the  things  that  are  low.”  We  are  to  deny 
the  lower  self  in  order  that  the  higher  self,  the  real 
self,  may  come  into  control.  Some  of  you  may  re¬ 
member  an  old  hymn  we  used  to  sing,  one  line  of 
which  was  “All  of  self  and  none  of  Thee;”  and  then 
there  was  another  line  that  ran  “Some  of  self  and 
some  of  Thee;”  and  then  the  final  line  was  “None 
of  self  and  all  of  Thee.”  This  is  not  sound  teach¬ 
ing.  It  is  not  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father  that 
we  should  cease  to  be  ourselves.  To  be  a  person  is 
why  he  gave  to  each  of  us  a  self.  We  would  do  well 
to  recall  the  word  of  Shakespeare,  “And  this  above 
all  to  thine  own  self  be  true  and  it  must  follow  as 
the  day  the  night.  Thou  can’st  not  then  be  false  to 
any  man.”  The  first  strand  in  this- cable  of  responsi¬ 
bility  is  one’s  responsibility  to  himself. 

*  *  * 

“FOR  THEIR  SAKES” 

“For  their  sakes  I  consecrate  myself.”  (John 
17:19)  You  will  recognize  this  as  a  part  of  the 
prayer  which  Jesus  prayed.  It  represents  the  respon¬ 
sibility  that  each  of  us  has  for  others.  This  is  the 
second  strand  in  this  cable  of  responsibility.  He  was 
saying  that  he  was  not  thinking  of  himself,  but  of 
his  disciples,  those  near  at  hand,  those  far  away. 
I  suspect  that  he  was  looking  down  through  the 
years  and  was  thinking  of  all  those  who  would  bear 
his  name  and  take  his  cross.  For  their  sakes  he  was 
consecrating  himself.  This  should  be  a  strong  pull 
in  the  life  of  each  of  us.  We  owe  so  much  to  other 
people.  Think,  for  example,  how  much  we  owe  to 
our  families.  Every  individual  is  standing  at  the 
apex  of  a  pyramid — a  pyramid  that  reaches  back 
and  back  through  the  past,  and  all  the  lines  have 
converged  upon  each  one  of  us.  What  do  we  not 
owe  to  parent  and  grandparents  one  generation  after 
another  and  to  all  relatives  who  have  loved  us  and 
have  helped  us  to  be  what  we  are.  You  may  have 
heard  someone  say,  “Wouldn’t  it  be  a  wonderful 
thing  if  we  could  choose  our  ancestors?”  Well,  in 
a  sense,  we  can.  Each  one  of  us  can  choose  out  of 
our  ancestors  the  traits  and  qualities  that  appeal 
most  to  us.  I  suspect  that  all  of  us  have  a  higher 
regard  for  some  of  our  ancestors  than  we  do  for 
others.  Some  of  them  have  made  real  sacrifices  for 
us  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  their  love  and  sus¬ 
taining  devotion  we  would  not  be  where  we  are 
today.  For  their  sakes  we  consecrate  ourselves. 

And  then,  there  is  a  great  company  of  friends 
— more  than  we  can  number.  How  much  we  owe 
to  our  friends,  people  who  have  walked  by  our  sides 
and  have  seen  better  things  in  us  than  we  have  seen 
in  ourselves,  people  who  have  laid  a  hand  of  en¬ 
couragement  on  our  shoulders  when  we  were  dis¬ 
posed  to  be  hopeless  and  despondent.  We  can  never 
fully  express  our  indebtedness  to  friends  like  these. 
And,  so  we  say  “For  their  sakes  I  must  not  let  them 
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down.  I  must  not  betray  their  confidence  in  me. 

For  their  sakes  I  consecrate  myself.” 

*  *  * 

THE  WIDER  CIRCLE 

And  then,  there  is  that  wider  circle.  You  know 
people  who  are  not  members  of  your  family  nor 
members  of  your  circle  of  friends — ^people  who  are 
friendless  and  homeless.  We  owe  something  to  them, 
do  we  not?  Who  is  going  to  let  them  know  that 
somebody  really  cares?  The  noblest  people  you  have 
ever  known  are  people  who  have  been  sensitive  to 
the  needs  of  others.  Little  children,  older  people, 
people  of  another  race,  people  of  another  faith,  but 
all  of  them  in  need.  Something  within  us  says  I 
must  do  what  I  can  for  their  sakes.  I  think  of  a 
gifted  English  lawyer  by  the  name  of  David  Bar- 
nado.  He  had  been  inviting  a  group  of  poorly 
dressed  boys  from  the  streets  of  London  to  his 
club  once  a  week  for  some  refreshments  and  games. 
One  night  after  the  party  was  over,  he  was  going 
home  with  one  of  the  boys.  When  they  had  gone 
down  one  dark  street  after  another  they  turned  into 
an  alley  and  the  boy  pointed  to  a  dry  goods  box 
against  the  wall  with  some  dirty  bedding  in  it  and 
said,  “This  is  my  home.”  David  Bamado  returned 
to  his  room  but  not  to  sleep.  The  next  day  he  told 
the  story  to  some  friends  and  together  they  estab¬ 
lished  the  first  Bamado  Home.  As  you  probably 
know,  there  are  Bamado  Homes  in  all  parts  of  the 
former  British  Empire.  And  it  all  came  about  be¬ 
cause,  for  their  sakes,  one  man  consecrated  himself. 
Our  sense  of  responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  others 

is  a  strong  strand  in  the  cable  of  responsibility. 

♦  ♦ 

THE  ULTIMATE  RESPONSIBILITY 

“I  always  do  what  is  pleasing  to  him.”  (John 
8:29)  Jesus  was  speaking  here  of  his  relationship 
with  his  Father.  His  words  lead  us  directly  into  an 
awareness  of  our  own  responsibility  to  God.  This 
is  not  an  experience  that  is  limited  to  Christ  our 
Lord  or  to  a  few  gifted  people.  God  has  a  plan  and 
a  pattern  for  every  life.  He  expects  certain  things 
of  us  and  our  responsibility  to  him  is  one  of  the 
things  that  holds  us  close  to  him  and  helps  us  to 
grow  into  Christian  maturity.  All  of  us  are  aware 
that  the  progress  which  the  race  has  made  in  the 
realm  of  morals  is  to  be  credited  to  the  fact  that 
some  person  had  strength  enough,  commitment 
enough,  a  sense  of  responsibility  to  God  that  en¬ 
abled  him  to  stand  even  when  he  was  compelled 
to  stand  alone.  This  was  true  of  the  courageous 
leader  Joshua  when  many  of  his  people  were  turn¬ 
ing  toward  idols.  He  had  the  fidelity  to  say,  “As 
for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord.”  This 
responsibility  accounts  for  a  man  like  Martin  Luther 
who  said,  “Here  I  stand,  God  helping  me,  I  can  do 
no  other.”  When  Peter  and  John  were  called  before 
the  Sanhedrin  and  were  strictly  warned  to  cease 
preaching  about  Jesus,  they  said,  “We  must  obey 
God  rather  than  men.”  I  admire  the  courage  of  a 
man  like  Governor  Nichols  in  post-Civil  War  Lou¬ 
isiana.  The  legislature  had  passed  an  iniquitous  lot¬ 
tery  bill  and  sent  it  by  a  committee  for  the  gov¬ 
ernor’s  signature.  He  stood  to  his  feet  and  said, 
“Gentlemen,  my  left  arm  lies  buried  on  the  battle¬ 
field  of  Seven  Pines,  but  I  would  rather  this  right 
arm  were  buried  by  its  side  than  to  sign  that  bill.” 
And  they  could  not  pass  it  over  his  veto.  He  felt 
that  he  must  obey  God  rather  than  men.  , 

God,  our  Father,  has  created  us  as  responsible 
persons:  responsible  to  ourselves,  to  others,  and  to 
Himself.  There  are  other  good  things  in  our  lesson 
today,  but  I  believe  this  to  be  its  central  truth. 
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Costa  Rica 
Methodists 
elect  president 


Advance  Special  assistance  sought 
for  Alaska  Methodist  University 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)— A  31-year- 
old  pastor  has  been  elected  head  of 
the  newly  autonomous  Methodist 
Church  of  Costa  Rica,  according  to 
reports  to  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Permission  for  autonomy  was 
granted  by  the  1972  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Conference.  Early  this  year 
the  executive  committee  of  the  newly- 
formed  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Central  Conference  Affairs  said 
the  church  had  met  the  requirements 
for  autonomy.  Bishop  Paul  Washburn, 
Chicago,  is  Committee  chairman; 
other  members  of  the  executive  Com¬ 
mittee  are  Bishops  Eugene  Frank, 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  Joel  McDavid, 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  Marvin  Stuart,  San 
Francisco,  and  James  K.  Mathews, 
Washington. 

The  Rev.  Luis  Fernando  Palomo, 
pastor  of  Redentor  Methodist  Church 
in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica’s  capital,  was 
elected  president  of  the  new  church 
during  the  church’s  Constituting  As¬ 
sembly  and  General  Assembly  Feb. 
11-14. 

Rather  than  use  the  title  of  bishop 
for  head  of  the  church,  the  Costa  Rica 
church  chose  a  president.  One  other 
Latin  American  Methodist  church,  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Uruguay,  also 
calls  its  top  leader  president. 

The  Costa  Rica  church  is  small, 
having  985  members  in  18  congrega¬ 
tions.  Methodist  evangelists  visited 
the  country  in  1886,  but  permanent 
Methodist  work  did  not  begin  until 
1918.  The  church  is  related  to  a  theo¬ 
logical  school,  a  secondary  school,  a 
student  hostel,  a  bookstore,  and  a 
rural  center  as  well  as  local  churches, 
t 


ONE  WAY  TO  HELP  A  BROKEN  WORLD 


United  Methodist  Church 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  III.  60201 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Alaska 
Methodist  University,  which  two  years 
ago  was  fighting  for  survival,  has  in¬ 
creased  its  enrollment  in  the  1972-73 
academic  year  by  20  per  cent  and  re¬ 
ports  a  record  high  number  of  Native 
Alaskan  students. 

Dr.  John  O.  Picton,  AMU  presi¬ 
dent,  said  in  a  letter  to  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
that  181  Eskimos,  Indians  and  Aleuts 
are  among  the  university’s  502  full¬ 
time  students  this  year,  an  increase  of 
30  per  cent  over  1971-72. 

Most  of  the  native  students  and 
many  others  are  being  assisted  by  $1,- 
400  yearly  tuition  grants  available  to 
Alaska  residents  attending  private  col¬ 
leges  under  a  new  law  passed  by  the 
Alaska  legislature,  he  wrote.  A  pro¬ 
rata  amount  also  is  available  for  part- 
time  resident  students.  AMU  this  year 
has  403  part-time  students. 

AMU,  opened  in  1960,  is  related  to 
the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Even  though  there  is  some  finan¬ 
cial  assistance.  Dr.  Picton  said  there 
were  more  than  300  native  students 
who  were  known  to  have  applied  for 
admission  to  college  last  year  and 
could  not  attend  for  lack  of  sufficient 
funds,  particularly  under  the  Bureau 

WORLD  STUDENT  CHRISTIAN 
FEDERATION  MEETS 

ADDIS  ABABA,  Ethiopia  (UMI) 
— Intense  political  struggles  over  lead¬ 
ership  marked  the  26th  General  As¬ 
sembly  of  the  World  Student  Christian 
Federation  here  early  this  year,  ae- 
cording  to  a  dispatch  prepared  for 
Religious  News  Service  by  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  the  Rev.  Allan 
Burry. 

At  the  root  of  manuevering  were 
differing  ideological  frames  of  refer¬ 
ence  among  the  constituency  of  the 
organization,  and  efforts  of  Asian, 
African  and  Latin  American  delegates 
to  assert  leadership,  according  to  Mr. 
Burry  who  is  a  campus  chaplain  at 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown, 
Conn.  The  assembly,  attended  by 
more  than  140  delegates  during  the 
ten-day  session,  expressed  desire  for  a 
more  collegial  operation  on  the  inter¬ 
national  level,  moving  away  from 
“hierarchial”  patterns. 

t 

‘Great  Relief  Voiced  at  Vietnam  Pact 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
Achievement  of  a  cease-fire  in  Viet¬ 
nam  has  brought  from  United  Metho¬ 
dist  leaders  an  expression  of  “great  re¬ 
lief,”  a  plea  for  judgment,  repentance 
and  reconciliation,  and  a  call  for  new 
priorities  to  meet  human  needs. 

The  statement  was  issued  by  five 
bishops  and  four  other  national  lead¬ 
ers,  including -top  officials  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  It  in¬ 
cludes  reminders  of  the  actions  taken 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1972 
and  appends  the  1968  General  Con¬ 
ference  statement  calling  for  an  end  to 
hostilities  and  for  efforts  for  develop¬ 
ment  and  reconciliation. 


of  Indian  Affairs. 

“The  typical  native  student  re¬ 
ceives  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  state 
tuition  grant.  Economic  Opportunity 
grant,  work-study  and  institutional 
scholarship  aid,”  the  AMU  president 
stated.  “We  obviously  have  insufficient 
institutional  scholarship  funds  to  even 
begin  to  meet  the  need  at  this  crucial 
time  in  the  development  of  the  natives 
of  the  State  of  Alaska.” 

In  other  developments.  Dr.  Picton 
reported  a  consortium  arrangement 
between  AMU  and  the  University  of 
Alaska  in  which  a  student  registered 
full-time  at  one  institution  can  take 
up  to  half  of  his  work  at  the  other 
school  with  no  additional  fees.  Both 
institutions  have  campuses  in  An¬ 
chorage. 

Ninety-three  early  admission  AMU 
students  spent  the  first  part  of  the  1972 
fall  semester  studying  in  Spain  and 
were  to  return  to  the  Alaska  campus 
early  this  year  to  continue  as  regularly 
enrolled  students.  The  AMU  students 
made  such  an  impression  in  Spain  that 
Generalissimo  Franco  “declared  an 
‘Alaska  Week  in  Madrid’  and  invited 
about  900  dignitaries  to  a  special  event 
in  honor  of  our  students,”  Dr.  Pic¬ 
ton  stated.  “Most  of  the  students  in 
this  program  are  Native  and  come 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)— The  Method¬ 
ists  of  Russia  are  in  the  news  again. 
After  reporting  in  1972  the  existence 
of  an  apparently  heretofore  unknown 
(at  least  in  the  West)  Methodist  com¬ 
munity  at  Uzhgorod  in  the  Ukraine, 
the  center  of  Soviet  Methodism,  Es¬ 
tonia,  has  a  new  congregation.  The 
new  church  is  in  Kohtla-Jarve,  des¬ 
cribed  as  the  center  of  the  oil  industry 
in  the  Estonian  Socialist  Soviet  Re¬ 
public. 

According  to  a  report  from  the  Rev. 
Alexander  Kuum,  superintendent  of 
Estonian  Methodism,  the  new  congre¬ 
gation  comprises  Estonian  Method¬ 
ists,  Russian  Christians  and  German 
Mennonites  who  fled  their  country  in 
the  time  of  Czarina  Katarina  (Cather¬ 
ine)  of  Russia  and  have  kept  their 
traditions.  The  ehurch  holds  services 
in  Estonian,  German  and  Russian, 
and  there  are  choirs  in  each  language. 
The  group  meets  in  a  room  seating 
almost  150  and  also  uses  a  house  for 


Former  Methodist  Heads 
New  ‘South  Seas’  Church 

NEW  YORK  (UMI) — A  young  for¬ 
mer  Methodist  leader  in  that  part  of 
the  globe  sometimes  referred  to  ro¬ 
mantically  as  “the  South  Seas”  is  the 
first  national  to  head  one  of  the 
world’s  newer  churches. 

Bishop  Leslie  Boseto,  39,  was  re¬ 
cently  named  moderator  of  the  United 
Church  of  Papua-New  Guinea  and  the 
British  Solomon  Islands  Protectorate. 
It  is  a  church  of  about  200,000  mem¬ 
bers  formed  a  few  years  ago  by  union 
of  Presbyterians,  Congregation  alists 
and  Methodists,  the  latter  part  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Australasia. 


from  smaller  communities  scattered 
across  the  state,”  he  added.  Future 
plans  include  development  of  AMU 
programs  in  health  sciences,  environ¬ 
ment  and  a  Center  for  Native  Studies, 
he  added. 

Because  of  financial  difficulties, 
there  were  reports  early  in  1971  that 
AMU  might  not  reopen  that  year.  The 
proposed  state  tuition  grants  (approved 
in  1972)  and  the  possibility  of  joint 
programs  with  the  University  of  Alas¬ 
ka,  however,  prompted  the  board  of 
trustees  to  move  ahead  and  seek  cash 
to  eliminate  outstanding  debts. 

Those  efforts  resulted  in  the  sale  of 
197.5  acres  of  the  AMU  campus  to  the 
University  of  Alaska  for  $1,950,000, 
making  AMU  operationally  debt-free. 
There  also  is  an  intensified  fund-rais¬ 
ing  campaign  among  foundations,  cor¬ 
porations  and  individuals  by  AMU’s 
new  consultants.  University  Associates 
Inc.,  Washington,  D.C. 

The  national  Division,  which  found¬ 
ed  AMU,  continues  to  seek  aid  for  the 
university  through  General  Advance 
Special  (special  missionary)gifts.  The 
Division  discontinued  an  annual  ap¬ 
propriation  to  the  school’s  operating 
budget  in  1970. 
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church  events. 

Mr.  Kuum  called  the  new  congre¬ 
gation  “an  especial  event  in  the  life 
of  our  church.”  In  his  report,  he  also 
hailed  the  August,  1972,  election  of 
Methodist  Dr.  Philip  Potter  as  World 
Council  of  Churches  general  secretary, 
saying  it  “has  called  forth  a  lively  re¬ 
sponse  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  he  has  been  greeted 
heartily  from  all  sides.  We  also  wish 
him  grace  and  wisdom  from  above!” 

Mr.  Kuum  wrote  of  the  new  church 
in  a  Christmas  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
John  F.  Schaefer,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
World  Division: 

“An  especial  event  in  the  life  of  our 
church  was  the  new  congregation  in 
Kohtla-Jarve  that  has  come  into  being. 
Kohtla-Jarve  is  the  great  center  of 
oil-shale  mines  and  industry  in  the 
ESSR  (Estonian  Soviet  Socialist  Re¬ 
public).  Here  people  of  many  nations 
are  working,  among  them  German 
Mennonites.  At  the  time  of  the  Czarina 
Katarina  they  settled  in  Russia;  they 
had  fled  from  their  own  country  be¬ 
cause  of  the  persecutions.  During  cen¬ 
turies  they  have  kept  their  nation, 
language  and  religion. 

“More  than  80  Mennonites  and 
about  50  believers  of  the  Russian  na¬ 
tion  and  Estonian  Methodists  who  are 
living  in  this  district  are  formed  into 
a  fellowship.  They  hold  services  in 
Estonian,  Russian  and  German  lan¬ 
guages.  The  young  Presbyter  Laine  is 
leading  them.  They  have  a  room  with 
nearly  150  seats  and  a  house  where 
they  can  come  together.  The  choirs  in 
Estonian,  Russian  and  German  lan¬ 
guages 'are  formed.  Once  weekly  they 
have  a  joint  service,  and  a  joint  choir 
sings.” 


New  Methodist  congregation  in  ESSR 
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Offic  es  of  bishop  and  district  superintendent  to  undergo  four-year  study 


DALLAS,  Texas  (UMI)  —  Proced¬ 
ures  for  conducting  a  four-year  study 
of  United  Methodist  bishops  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  were  developed 
here  February  16-17. 

The  first  phase  of  the  study  will  be 
detailed  data-gathering,  said  the  30- 
member  commission  established  by  the 
1972  General  Conference.  Included 
will  be  information  obtained  from 
bishops,  district  superintendents,  pas¬ 
tors  and  lay  persons. 

Data-gathering  will  include  both 
opinion  samplings  and  personal  inter¬ 
views.  Comments  are  also  invited  from 
^y  person  in  the  church  wishing  to 
be  heard  on  the  subject. 

“We  will  be  trying  to  deal  historic¬ 
ally,  theologically,  biblically,  philoso¬ 
phically  and  ideally  with  the  episco¬ 
pacy  and  district  superintendency,” 
said  the  Rev.  Merlyn  W.  Northfelt, 
Evanston,  Ill.,  chairman  of  the  study 

Global  Ministries 
Board  withdraws 
resolution 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  The  World 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  with¬ 
drawn  one  of  two  resolutions  it  had 
filed  with  corporations  asking  them  to 
disclose  information  about  their  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  Republic  of  South 
Africa. 

Texaco,  Inc.,  has  agreed  to  under¬ 
take  to  provide  the  World  Division 
and  Texaco  stockholders  with  a  report 
about  the  company’s  South  African 
interests,  said  Harry  Greenberg,  New 
York,  Division  associate  treasurer.  The 
Division  holds  24,574  shares  of  Texaco 
stock  valued  at  about  $940,000. 

The  resolution  filed  with  Texaco 
was  one  of  12  similar  disclosure  reso¬ 
lutions  filed  by  six  Protestant  church 
groups  with  12  corporations  and  an¬ 
nounced  January  16.  The  groups  are 
part  of  the  Church  Projects  on  U.S. 
Investments  in  Southern  Africa  — 
1973.  The  requested  information  in¬ 
cludes  details  of  corporate  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa 
including  the  history,  comparative  sta¬ 
tistics  on  numbers  of  workers,  wages 
paid,  trade  union  contracts  with  work¬ 
ers  of  different  racial  backgrounds, 
compliance  with  apartheid  laws  and 
any  efforts  the  corporation  may  be 
making  to  have  the  government  modi¬ 
fy  the  laws. 

Mr.  Greenberg  said,  plans  are  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  follow  through  on  a  dis¬ 
closure  resolution  filed  by  the  World 
Division  with  the  Eastman  Kodak 
Company.  The  Division  owns  19,496 
shares  of  Eastman  Kodak  valued  at 
$2,875,000. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Qlobal  Ministries  has  filed  a  similar 
disclosure  resolution  on  South  Africa 
with  the  Caterpillar  Tractor  Company. 
The  Division  owns  8,000  shares  of 
Caterpillar  stock  valued  at  about 
$544,000. 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

John  D.  Rockefeller,  IV,  has  been 
named  president  of  United  Methodist- 
related  West  Virginia  Wesleyan  College 
succeeding  Dr.  Stanley  H.  Martin. 


commission.  Dr.  Northfelt,  president 
of  the  denomination’s  Garrett  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  group  at  its  organizational 
meeting  October  9. 

Forming  a  foundation  for  the  com¬ 
mission’s  work  will  be  a  series  of 
four  “hypotheses”  and  eight  “assump¬ 
tions”  adopted  here. 

Among  the  latter  is  the  assertion 
that  “we  approach  our  study  with  the 
understanding  that  these  offices  (bish¬ 
op  and  district  superintendent)  are  to 
be  continued  unless  our  findings  com¬ 
pel  us  to  consider  alternatives.” 

“While  these  offices  have  served, 
and  continue  to  serve,  the  church  ef¬ 
fectively,”  the  document  says,  “over 
the  years  difficulties  have  arisen,  main¬ 
ly  on  the  level  of  the  proper  function¬ 
ing  of  (these)  offices.  .  .  .  We  suspect 
that  the  difficulties  at  hand  reflect  a 
lack  of  clarity  in  the  theological  con- 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)— Contrary  to 
beliefs  of  many,  financial  resources 
alone  will  not  keep  downtown,  center- 
city  churches  in  business,  but  it  will 
take  “a  loyal  supporting  membership 
base  that  can  provide  leadership  for 
the  church’s  program,”  said  two 
United  Methodist  research  experts  at 
a  seminar  January  23-25  at  Duke 
University,  Durham,  N.C. 

Disclosing  some  findings  from  a 
study  of  150  center-city  churches  in 
130  cities  across  the  nation,  Drs.  Ezra 
Earl  Jones  and  Robert  L.  Wilson  said 
that  while  few  of  what  they  call  “Old 
First  Churches”  have  actually  died, 
many  are  “past  the  point  of  no  return. 
Many  will  not  survive  the  decade  of 
the  ^venties.” 

Drs.  Wilson  and  Jones,  who  are 
completing  a  book  on  not  only  “Old 
First  Churches”  but  also  “Second 
Churches”  just  outside  the  central 
business  district,  led  the  first  of  three 
seminars  on  “Downtown  Church:  Pos¬ 
sibilities/Programs.”  The  seminar  drew 
about  50  pastors  and  denominational 
executives  from  five  denominations. 
Sponsoring  the  seminar,  the  later  ones 
to  be  held  in  Pittsburgh  and  Oklahoma 


African  Leader’s  Death  Deplored 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  The  death 
of  Dr.  Amilcar  Cabral,  African  inde¬ 
pendence  leader,  January  20,  was  de¬ 
plored  in  a  statement  issued  by  two 
executives  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  here. 

Dr.  Cabral  was  shot  to  death  in 
front  of  his  home  in  Conakry,  Guinea. 
For  about  ten  years  he  had  been  head 
of  the  African  party  for  the  Indepen¬ 
dence  of  Guinea-Bissau  and  Cape 
Verde  (PAIGC),  which  has  been 
struggling  against  Portugese  rule  in  the 
small  west  African  country. 

A  statement  on  Dr.  Cabral’s  death 
was  issued  by  Mrs.  Carolyn  Wilhelm, 
secretary  for  racial  justice  in  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  of  the  Board,  and  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Bivens,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  African  Affairs  of  the 
board’s  World  Division.  They  said: 
“We  mourn  the  death  of  this  kind. 


ceptions  and  functional  roles.” 

In  addition  to  data-gathering  with¬ 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
commissioners  said  they  would  review 
pertinent  material  from  other  denomi¬ 
nations,  ecumenical  bodies  and  secu¬ 
lar  society.  An  extensive  bibliography 
has  been  prepared  of  writings  and  re¬ 
search  in  the  area. 

Assistance  in  the  group’s  work  will 
be  provided  by  both  a  historical  the¬ 
ologian  and  a  sociologist. 

The  study  grows  out  of  a  number 
of  petitions  submitted  to  the  1972 
General  Conference. 

While  the  legislation  calls  “for  the 
study  of  the  offices  of  Bishop  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  with  particular 
reference  to  the  method  of  their  selec¬ 
tion,  tenure,  assignment,  (and)  func¬ 
tion  . . . ,  ”  the  commission  said  that 
in  order  to  deal  with  these  concerns 
adequately,  it  was  “decided  to  dig 


City,  is  the  Joint  Strategy  and  Action 
Committee  (JSAC),  a  New  York-based 
coalition  of  national  mission  agencies 
of  several  Protestant  denominations. 

The  seminars  are  an  outgrowth  of 
the  three-year  study  of  churches  in  the 
central  business  district — ^what  is  hap¬ 
pening  to  them  and  what  may  be  ahead 
for  them.  The  study  is  a  joint  under¬ 
taking  of  Dr.  Jones  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Office  of  Research  and  Survey,  and 
Dr.  Wilson  of  Duke  University’s  J.M. 
Ormond  Center  for  Research,  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Development. 

The  leaders  said  that  the  Duke  semi¬ 
nar,  initially  aimed  to  attract  key  per¬ 
sons  involved  with  the  downtown 
church  in  southeastern  cities,  also  had 
registrants  from  as  far  away  as  Con¬ 
necticut,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Michi¬ 
gan,  Wisconsin,  and  California. 

Participants  collaborated  on  their 
experiences  and  focused  discussion  on 
ways  in  which  their  congregations  have 
responded  to  the  changing  downtown 
environment,  considering  in  their 
plans  strategies  for  the  future  of  the 
downtown  church. 


Lesson  Annual  is  ‘Best  Seller’ 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)— The 
International  Lesson  Annual,  1972-73, 
topped  the  list  of  the  ten  best  selling 
books  produced  during  1972  by  Ab¬ 
ingdon  Press,  book  publishing  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House. 

A  comprehensive  commentary  on 
the  International  Sunday  School  Les¬ 
sons,  the  18th  edition  of  the  Lesson 
Annual  sold  41,000  copies  during 
1972.  Second  on  the  list  of  top-ten 
sellers  in  1972  was  Key  to  Luke,  Part 
I,  a  resource  prepared  in  connection 
with  Key  73,  a  North  American  evan¬ 
gelism  movement.  The  study  guide  to 
Luke  sold  35,900  copies. 
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soft-spoken  and  gentle  man.  His  ob¬ 
jectives  were  noble,  his  methods  were 
sufficient  to  achieve  the  goal  of  liber¬ 
ation  for  his  people.” 


deeper  and  consider  the  theological 
context  and  implications.” 

Commissioners  were  elected  in  the 
1972  jurisdictional  conferences.  In 
addition  to  the  voting  members,  sev¬ 
eral  consultants  will  take  part  in  the 
deliberations,  including  Bishop  Dwight 
E.  Loder,  Detroit,  Mich.,  retired  Bish¬ 
op  Lloyd  C.  Wicke,  Ft.  Myers,  Fla., 
the  Rev.  Richard  D.  Pittenger,  a  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  from  Huron,  S.  D., 
and  the  Rev.  Gerald  O.  McGulloh,  a 
staff  executive  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Officers,  in  addition  to  Dr.  North¬ 
felt,  include  the  Rev.  Harold  H,  Fink, 
Richmond,  Va.,  vice  chairman,  and 
the  Rev.  James  K.' Sasaki,  Monterey, 
Park,  Calif.,  secretary.  The  next  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  commission  was  set  tenta¬ 
tively  for  November  16-17  at  a  place 
to  be  determined  later. 
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BOTSWANA  MISSION  WORK 
REACHES  MILESTONE 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  What  mis¬ 
sionaries  consider  a  milestone  was 
marked  recently  in  development  of 
United  Methodist  work  in  Botswana, 
the  first  “foreign  mission  field”  to  be 
opened  by  the  United  Methodists  of 
central  and  southern  Africa  and  the 
55th  country  where  United  Methodism 
is  at  work. 

The  event  is  the  graduation  of  the 
first  class,  about  70,  from  the  Maun 
Secondary  School,  a  major  project 
started  by  United  Methodists  at  the 
rural  outpost  of  Maun.  There  is  an 
enrollment  of  about  200  in  three  grades 
of  high  school,  the  only  such  serving 
a  wide  area  of  Botswana  in  southern 
Africa. 

Work  was  undertaken  in  1968-68 
on  initiative  of  the  Africa  Central  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Comprising  members  in  An¬ 
gola,  Mozambique,  2^ire,  Rhodesia 
and  a  few  in  South  Africa,  the  Central 
Conference  administers  United  Meth¬ 
odist  work  in  Botswana.  The  work  was 
begun  and  continues  in  cooperation 
with  the  United  Congregational  Church 
in  Southern  Africa  and  the  Christian 
Council  of  Botswana. 
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CHILEANS  ELECT  BISHOP 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)— A  new  bish¬ 
op  has  joined  the  ranks  of  Latin  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodist  leaders. 

The  8,000-member  Methodist 
Church  of  Chile,  holding  its  first  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  since  becoming  auton¬ 
omous  in  1969,  elected  the  Rev.  Juan 
Vasquez,  a  42-year-old  district  super¬ 
intendent,  according  to  reports  to  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  here.  He  was  chosen  on  the 
eighth  ballot  Jan.  31  at  conference 
sessions  at  the  large  Methodist  agri¬ 
cultural  center  at  El  Vergel. 

Bishop  Vasquez  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Raimundo  A.  Valenzuela,  who  had 
been  elected  to  a  four-year  episcopal 
term  in  1969.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Valenzue¬ 
la  have  been  reinstated  as  mission¬ 
aries  of  the  World  Division,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  in  Chile,  where 
they  have  served  about  30  years. 

The  new  bishop  was  born  in  Arica, 
Chile,  and  was  graduated  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  in  1962  with  a  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  theology. 


Problems  and  possibilities  for 
downtown  churches  researched 
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The  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley, 
pastor  on  the  Golden  Mea¬ 
dow-Grand  Isle  Charge 
and  Mrs.  Ruth  Herrin, 
chairman  of  the  Council 
on  Ministries,  examine 
some  of  the  500  copies 
of  "Good  News  For  Mod¬ 
ern  Man”  (New  Testa¬ 
ments)  distributed  as 
part  of  that  charge’s 
Key  73  emphasis. 


Recapitulation 

1973  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  CIRCULATION  CAMPAIGN 

New 

Renew 

Not  EXie 

Total 

ALEXANDRIA 

127 

508 

11 

646 

BATON  ROUGE 

272 

520 

10 

802 

HAMMOND 

141 

618 

8 

767 

LAFAYETTE 

156 

589 

3 

748 

LAKE  CHARLES 

432 

785 

2 

1219 

MONROE 

220 

578 

3 

801 

NATCHITOCHES 

117 

537 

9 

663 

NEW  ORLEANS 

144 

415 

7 

566 

RUSTON 

150 

1279 

15 

1444 

SHREVEPORT 

263 

600 

20 

883 

TOTALS 

2022 

6429 

88 

8539 

ORIENTAL  TOUR 

Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg  announces  that 
plans  for  an  Oriental  Tour  are  pro¬ 
gressing.  The  group  will  leave  Los  An¬ 
geles  on  July  6,  1973.  Several  inter¬ 
esting  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
tour.  A  visit  to  Seoul,  Korea,  is  now 
included.  The  group  will  then  go  on 
to  Taipei,  Formosa,  and  from  there  to 
several  cities  in  Japan  and  to  Hong 
Kong.'  The  tour  is  a  15-day  tour  and 
costs  $1229  from  Los  Angeles  and 
return.  An  extended  option  is  a  five- 
day  visit  in  Hawaii  for  $199,  on  the 
return  trip. 

Those  interested  may  write  Dr. 
Lueg  for  a  brochure  and  other  infor¬ 
mation,  at  839  Monrovia  St.,  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  71106. 
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‘Africa’  and 
‘Amnesty’  TV 
speciaTs  in  March 

A  series  of  four  special  programs 
on  the  rise  of  Christianity  in  Africa 
will  be  televised  by  the  CBS  network 
on  Sundays — March  4,  11,  18,  and 
25  from  9:30  to  10  a.m.  (Central 
Standard  Time)  The  “Look  Up — ^And 
Live”  series,  filmed  by  a  CBS  camera 
crew  which  spent  two  months  in  Afri¬ 
ca,  will  be  a  report  on  religion  in  five 
countries:  Kenya,  Ghana,  Zaire,  Tan¬ 
zania,  and  Ethiopia. 

The  above  series  and  a  special  on 


MRS.  FLOYD  DURHAM 

Mrs.  Floyd  M.  Durham,  54,  wife 
of  the  Rev.  Floyd  M.  Durham,  chap¬ 
lain  at  Veteran’s  Administration  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Shreveport,  died  Feb.  14.  The 
funeral  service  was  conducted  from 
Rose-Neath  Funeral  Home  Chapel. 
Officiating  ministers  were  the  Rev. 
James  Poole,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church;  Dr.  Carl 
Lueg,  Shreveport  District'  superinten¬ 
dent,  and  Chaplain  Lowell  C.  Todd 
of  the  Veterans  Administration.  Bur¬ 
ial  was  in  Greenwood  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Durham  was  born  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  and  had  resided  id 
Shreveport  since  1958.  She  was  a 
member  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star  and  the  Parsonettes  Club. 

Survivors  include  her  husband;  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  R.  I.  Harkness  of 
Shreveport  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Varnado 
of  Grand  Saline,  Tex.;  a  sister,  Mrs. 
A.  D.  Smith  of  Oregon,  Mo.;  and  five 
grandchildren. 
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amnesty  will  be  presented  by  the 
NBC-TV  network  on  March  11  from 
1  p.m.  to  2  p.m.  (CST)  in  cooperation 
with  The  United  Methodist  Church 
through  the  Broadcasting  and  Film 
Commission  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  The  screenplay  for 
“Duty  Bound”  is  by  award  winner 
Allan  Sloane.  It  depicts  the  trial  of  a 
draft  evader  and  deals  with  the  moral 
dilemma  of  conscience. 

Viewers  should  check  local  listings 
to  verify  time  of  showing. 


ABOVE:  Sweetheart  Banquet  scene  at  Olla  United  Methodist  Church. 
Father  Will  iam  Probosty  of  St.  Williams  Roman  Catholic  church  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  occasion.  Entertainment  was  provided  by  the  "Genesis” 
musical  group  -  Stan  Armor,  David  Crockett,  and  Mark  Smith,  all  students 
at  Northeast  Louisiana  University  at  Monroe.  In  addition,  a  local  combo 
group  comprised  of  Don  Barksdale,  Wayne  Barksdale,  Steve  Linsley,  Carl 
and  Mat  Whitehead  performed,  and  shown  BELOW  are  Mrs.  Dorothy  Duke, 
vocal  soloist,  and  accompanist  Cindy  Miller. 


WANTED 

Educational  Assistant  and  Youth  Worker 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Winnfield,  La. 

Young  woman  or  young  minister  with 
talents  in  music  or  youth  work 

Write  or  call  (318)  628-4542 
308  West  Main 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  Pastor 


AT  THE 

OF  RUSTON 


MAXWELL'S  RESTAURANT 

Serving  Buffet  Each  Sunday 
After  Church  -  Noon 

John  Maxwell 

Your  Host  and  Interstate  20 

Innkeeper 


ENJOY  SWEET  ONIONS!!! 

NEW  BLUE  RIBBON  ASSORTMENT  —  600 
SWEET  ONION  PLANTS  WITH  FREE  PLANT¬ 
ING  GUIDE  $4.80  POSTPAID. 

TEXAS  ONION  PLANT  COMPANY 

"home  of  the  sweet  onion" 

One  Onion  Place,  Farmersville,  Texas  75031 


EARN  UP  TO  S75D  PER  MONTH 

U.S.  POSTAGE 

STAMP  MACHINES 

•  Highest  Return  on  Your  Capital  •  NO  Selling  •  Manage  Your  Own  Business 

We  Obtain  Your  Locations.  Minimum  Cash  Investment  Of 
$1,595.00  —  up  to  $5,000.00  Secured 'By  Equipment 

WelctYs^uiceroutesalso  available  from  $495  up 
•  WOMEN  OR  MEN  •  An'y"^G^»TaR^TTOe,  approximately  7  hrs.  per  month 
•  NO  OVERHtAD  •  DEPRESSION  PROOF  •  REPEAT  INCOME 
New  Distributorships  Still  Available  In  Many  Areas  Throughout  This  State 
Send  References  I  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  INC.  Dept.  B. 

Name,  Address  and  I  300  Interstate  North,  N.W.  /  Atlanta,  Georgia  30339 
Phone  No.  to:  I  Interstate  1-75  and  1-285 
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Participants  in  first  session  of  the  study  on  India  at  First  Church, 
Lafayette  (left  to  right,  seated)  Ernest  Spahr,  Mrs.  Rosa  Lynn 
Miller,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Wiley;  (standing)  the  Revs.  Jerry  Means,  pastor 
and  Rick  Hebert,  associate  pastor.  Other  sessions  have  included: 
Guest  speakers.  Dr.  H.  Mallareddy,  associate  prefessor  at  USL, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prakash  Bhuta,  doctoral  students  at  USL,  and  Dr. 
W.  F.  Pledger,  Centenary  professor;  A  review  of  the  book  “Pal¬ 
ace  of  Healing  written  by  Dorothy  Clerke  Wilson,  a  contemporary 
drama  entitled  “Confronted”;  a  presentation  on  Indian  Art,  and 
music  by  the  children’s  study  classes. 

t  , 


Recently  elected  officers  for  newly 
organized  Methodist  Men’s  Club  at 
First  Church,  Slidell  (left  to  right) 
Harry  Warner,  secretary-treasurer;  L. 
L.  Freeman,  president;  and  W.  A. 
Baker,  vice  president  and  program 
chairman.  The  February  meeting  fea¬ 
tured  a  forum  on  “Your  Personal  In¬ 
come  Tax”  led  by  Don  Chunn.  The 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland  is  minister. 
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Leading  recent  revival  at  First  Church 
Franklin  were  the  Rev.  Jack  Gray 
(center)  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  evangelist, 
Stan  Martin  (left)  of  Lubbock,  Tex., 
song  leader,  and  the  Rev.  C.  R.  Mc- 
Cammon  (right),  pastor.  “An  ecumeni¬ 
cal  glow  prevailed  as  friends  from 
other  denominations  participated,” 
a  report  on  the  revival  stated. 
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First  Church,  Monroe,  to  honor  Dr.  Johns 
with  Pastor  Emeritus  status 


On  Sunday,  March  11,  1973  at  the 
10:50  a.m.  service  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  3900  Loop  Road, 
Monroe,  La.,  Dr.  H.  LeRoy  Johns, 
retired  member  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  be  installed  as  Pastor  Emeritus 
of  First  Church,  having  been  elected 
as  such  at  the  Charge  Conference 
held  on  Dec.  11,  1972. 

Participating  in  the  service  of  in¬ 
stallation  along  with  the  pastor.  Dr. 
W.  D.  Boddie,  will  be  the  Rev.  Clyde 
C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  the  superintendent 
of  Monroe  District;  the  Rev.  Thomas 
B.  Peyton  III,  associate  minister  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Alexandria,  La.;  the  Rev.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  Jr.,  associate  minister  of 
First  Church,  Monroe;  and  W.  W. 
Buller,  chairman.  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries;  and  A.  D.  Williams,  Jr.,  chair¬ 
man,  the  Administrative  Board  of 
First  Church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Peyton,  whose  wife 
is  the  former  Miss  Susan  Johns,  a 
granddaughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Johns, 
will  read  the  scripture  lesson  as  used 
by  Dr.  Johns  in  his  first  sermon. 

Born  in  Opelousas,  La,  in  1896,  the 
son  of  the  Rev.  Henry  S.  and  Mrs. 
Hope  Foster  Johns,  Dr.  Johns  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Louisiana,  having  graduated  from  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  High  School  and  from 
Louisiana  State  University  in  1917. 
He  enlisted  irrthe  U,  S.  Naval  Reserve 
in  World  War  I  and  was  commission¬ 
ed  Ensign  USNRF.  Returning  to  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  licensed  to  preach  and  was  as¬ 
signed  as  pastor  of  the  new  Istrouma 
church.  He  then  enrolled  in  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity,  under  Dr.  Franklin  N.  Parker, 
and  was  graduated  in  1921  with  mas¬ 
ter’s  degree. 

On  June  14,  1921  Henry  LeRoy 
Johns  and  Miss  Persis  Means  of  Cad¬ 
do  Parish  were  united  in  marriage. 
They  have  three  children,  Mrs.  Persis 


J.  Crawford,  H.  L.  Johns,  Jr.,  and 
Mrs.  Hope  J.  Norman,  and  ten  grand¬ 
children  and  two  great-grandchildren. 

In  the  Louisiana  Conference,  Dr, 
Johns  has  served  in  six  districts,  with 
pastorates  in  Cedar  Grove,  Natchito¬ 
ches,  Carrollton  Avenue  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Trinity  in  Ruston,  Lake  Charles 
First  Church,  Rayne  Memorial  in  New 
Orleans,  and  Monroe  First  Church. 
He  has  served  as  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  for  both  the  Monroe  and  the  New 
Orleans  districts.  During  his  tenure  on 
the  New  Orleans  District  (1946-1952) 
eight  new  churches  were  organized 
and  built,  with  a  property  evaluation 
of  three  million  dollars  and  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  three  thousand. 

In  1955  he  accepted  a  staff  position 
with  the  Division  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions,  for  two  years  assisting  in  rais¬ 
ing  funds  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Alaska  Methodist  University  and  for 
nine  years  serving  as  Director  of 
Church  Extension  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction.  Retiring  in  1965  and  re¬ 
turning  to  Monroe,  he  supplied  for 
some  months  the  Stone  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  later  served  as  in¬ 


terim  pastor  of  First  Church. 

As  an  active  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  he  served  on  the  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Education  as  secre¬ 
tary;  the  Board  of  Missions  as  chair¬ 
man;  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
Board  as  chairman  during  its  building 
program;  and  for  over  twenty-five 
years  as  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Centenary  College,  re¬ 
ceiving  from  President  Pierce  Cline 
the  presentation  of  a  doctor  of  divin¬ 
ity  degree  in  1953. 


He  was  elected  a  "member  of  the 
last  General  Conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  which 
met  in  Birmingham;  to  the  Uniting 
Conference  of  American  Methodism 
in  Kansas  City;  to  General  Confer¬ 
ences  in  Boston  and  San  Francisco 
and  several  Jurisdictional  conferences. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Johns  reside  in  Mon¬ 
roe  at  2406  Kathrine  Drive.  They  in¬ 
vite  their  many  friends  to  attend  the 
service  of  installation  at  First  Church 
on  March  11th. 
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“Theologian-in-Residence” 
lectures  at  NLSU,  March  4-7 


Dr.  John  Killinger,  theologian  in 
residence  at  Vanderbilt  School  of  Reli¬ 
gion,  Nashville,  Tenn.  will  be  the  lec¬ 
turer  for  the  second  annual  “Theolo- 
gian-in-Residence”  program  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  at  Northeast  Louisiana  Univer¬ 
sity  campus  in  Monroe  from  Sunday, 
March  4  through  Wednesday,  March 
7.  The  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  program 
at  NLSU. 

Widely  known  as  an  author  and  lec¬ 
turer,  Dr.  Killinger  is  professor  of 
Preaching  and  Literature  in  the  Divini¬ 
ty  School  of  Vanderbilt  University.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Baylor  University,  the 
University  of  Kentucky,  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary.  He  has  taught  at  George¬ 
town  College  and  Princeton  Seminary, 
was  academic  dean  at  Kentucky  South¬ 
ern  College,  has  been  visiting  professor 
of  Theology  and  Literature  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago,  and  was  Theolo- 
gian-in-Residence  at  the  American 
Church  in  Paris,  France, 

The  four-day  program  will  begin  on 
Sunday,  March  4  with  a  sermon  at 
Wesley  Foundation  at  11  a.m.,  a  ser¬ 


mon  at  Parkview  Baptist  Church  at 
6:30  p.m.,  and  open  discussion  at 
Wesley  Foundation  at  8  p.m. 

On  Monday  Dr.  Killinger  will  lec¬ 
ture  on  the  subject,  “Failure  of  Theo¬ 
logy  in  Modem  Literature,”  at  Phar¬ 
macy  Auditorium  at  2  p.m.  The  second 
lecture  for  the  day  entitled  “Theolo¬ 
gical  Dimensions  on  the  State  Cam¬ 
pus”  will  be  presented  at  a  faculty  din¬ 
ner  in  the  Baptist  Student  Union  at 
6:30  p.m. 

Tuesday  lectures  will  be  presented 
at  the  following  places  and  times: 
“What  Education  Ought  to  be  Today,” 
at  Wesley  Foundation,  12:00  noon; 
“The  Absurd  Theater,”  at  Northeast 
Theater,  2  p.m.;  “Religion,  Art  and 
Reality,”  Wesley  Foundation,  6:30 
p.m. 

Wednesday  activities  will  begin  at 
7  a.m.  with  a  breakfast  at  Wesley 
Foundation,  where  Dr.  Killinger  will 
speak  on  “Literary  Styles  of  the  New 
Testament.”His  concluding  lecture  for 
the  series  entitled,  “Hemingway,”  will 
be  presented  at  Northeast  Theater  at 
10  a.m. 
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New  Thirkield  sanctuary  in  Bogalusa  constructed  on  a  new  site  at 
cost  of  $55,000. 


Third  1000  Club  Call  to  help 
church  iu  growing  community 


By  Cecil  Bland 

The  Third  Call  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  1000  Club  will  go  to  the 
Thirkield  United  Methodist  Church  at 
Bogalusa  in  the  Hammond  District. 
This  church  is  in  a  transitional  situa¬ 
tion:  that  is,  an  older  church  being  re¬ 
located  in  a  more  thriving,  growing 
neighborhood. 

The  Thirkield  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  was  named  in  memory 
of  the  late  Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield, 


was  organized  in  1913,  and  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  built  in  1914.  This  was  a  frame 
structure,  and  was  in  constant  use  un¬ 
til  the  new  sanctuary  was  begun  at  the 
new  location  1106  Donnel  Street, 
which  is  in  a  rapidly  growing  area. 

Cost  of  the  new  site  was  $12,000, 
and  the  first  phase  of  the  Thirkield 
building  program  has  been  constructed 
at  a  cost  of  $55,000.  The  sanctuary 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  300.  The 
building  is  fully  furnished  and  equip¬ 


ped  for  service.  Future  plans  include  an 
educational  building  and  a  new  par¬ 
sonage. 

The  Rev.  Arthur  A.  Robinson,  Jr., 
pastor,  reports,  “Thirkield  Church  has 
served  the  Bogalusa  Community  well, 
even  when  it  was  too  cold  in  the 
winter  months  to  keep  warm,  and  too 
hot  in  the  summer  to  keep  cool.  The 
old  building  was  about  to  fall  down 
on  the  foundations  where  it  stood 
proudly  for  years  in  the  past.  Many 
ministers  have  served  this  congregation 
well  and  all  have  played  vital  parts  in 
the  erection  and  construction  of  a  new 
sanctuary.” 

The  area  where  the  new  sanctuary 
is  located  is  a  rapidly  growing  neigh¬ 
borhood.  New  homes  are  being  built 
daily  and  new  residents  are  moving  in¬ 
to  the  community  as  fast  as  the  homes 
become  available. 

Industrially,  Crown-Zellerbach  Cor¬ 
poration  has  served  the  community 
for  many  years  and  has  been  the  fi¬ 
nancial  backbone  of  the  area.  Also, 
Croft  Metals,  Incorporated  and  sub¬ 
sidiary  companies  and  employees  have 
contributed  much  to  the  economy  and 
civic  life  of  the  community. 

The  prospects  for  growth  and  de¬ 
velopment  for  Thirkield  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  are  excellent  “where  the 
fields  are  ripe  and  the  laborers  are 
few.” 

Mr.  Robinson  says  “The  pastor,  the 
officers  and  members  and  friends  are 
grateful  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
1000  Club  for  your  kindness  in  help¬ 


Old  Thirkield  church  built  in 
1914  was  in  constant  use  until 
the  new  sanctuary  was  started  in 
rapidly  growing  neighborhood, 

ing  to  make  the  Kingdom  of  God  ^ 
reality  in  the  world.  May  God  Bless 
you  real  good  as  you  continue  to 
spread  sunshine  wherever  you  go.” 

Brochures  are  in  the  mail  to  the 
different  District  Directors  of  the  1000 
Club  over  Louisiana,  and  will  soon  be 
sent  to  the  various  1000  Club  mem¬ 
bers  in  each  District.  This  Third,  and 
final  call  for  the  1972-73  Conference 
Year  goes  out  through  the  months  of 
March,  April  and  May. 
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Prog  ress  Report: 

National  Conference  for  laity 


Dr.  J.  Harry  Ha  ines,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  the 
key  speaker  at  a  Baton  Rouge 
District  Missionary  Rally  to  be 
held  at  First  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Sunday,  March  18  at  4  p.m. 
At  6:30  p.iti.  there  will  be  a 
round  table  discussion  involving 
Dr.  Haines,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Ray  Holt,  recently  returned  from 
missionary  service  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carlos 
Welch,  from  India,  and  the  Rev. 
Mac  Jerrigan;  the  Rev.  George 
Ross  will  serve  as  moderator  of 
the  panel. 


The  National  Conference  of  the  Lai¬ 
ty,  successor  to  the  former  United 
Methodist  Men’s  quadrennial  Confer¬ 
ence,  is  scheduled  for  July  13-15  on 
the  campus  of  Purdue  University  in 
Lafayette,  Indiana.  As  of  the  end  of 
January,  1973,  a  total  of  855  persons 
had  registered  to  attend:  534  men  and 
321  women. 

Thus  far,  there  are  two  persons  reg¬ 
istered  from  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

Fifty-seven  are  lined  up  to  go  from 
the  North  Arkansas  Conference  alone. 

Theme  for  the  1973  event  is  “Com¬ 
mitment  in  Community,”  according  to 
Dr.  David  W.  Self,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
for  the  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work. 
For  the  first  time,  the  ladies  are  in¬ 
vited  to  this  event. 

Included  in  the  program  will  be 
platform  addresses;  traditional  and 
contemporary  music;  Bible  Study; 
small  group  discussion  sessions;  an  un¬ 
usual  “open-ended”  drama;  a  multi¬ 
faceted  “community  fair”,  a  Saturday 
night  “Creative  Experience”  dealing 
with  changing  patterns  of  work  and 
play;  and  a  presentation  in  sculpture, 
music  and  spoken  words  to  close  the 
conference. 

Every  person  who  has  attended  the 
weekend  national  gatherings  has  come 


away  with  an  acknowledged  deep  spir¬ 
itual  experience.  In  the  past,  Louisi¬ 
ana  has  provided  a  sizeable  group  to 

Please  turn  to  page  11 

April  7  date  for 
spring  meeting 
of  Laity  Board 

The  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity 
will  hold  their  regular  spring  meeting 
at  the  Ramada  Inn  in  Alexandria,  Sat¬ 
urday,  April  7,  according  to  Confer¬ 
ence  Lay  Leader,  Tom  Matheny  of 
Hammond.  The  regular  meeting  will 
get  underway  at  3  p.m.  and  will  last 
through  supper. 

The  Executive  Committee  will  meet 
at  1:30  p.m.  at  the  Ramada  Inn. 

Committee  of  the  Board  are  notified 
that  if  they  wish  to  hold  a  meeting  at 
2  p.m.,  the  Conference  Office  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  Board,  Cecil  Bland, 
will  notify  committee  members  for 
them. 

The  agenda  of  the  Board  Meeting 
will  be  concerned  with  future  plans 
of  the  Board  in  light  of  the  restruc¬ 
turing  of  the  Conference.  There  will 
be  reports  of  the  various  District’s  ac¬ 
tivities,  as  well. 


Mr.  Robert  Hart 


State  Leaders  for 
Key  73  Strategy 
Seminar  announced 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Hart,  Phase  II  chair¬ 
man  of  Key  73,  of  Chicago,  will  be 
the  leader  for  the  Key  73  Strategy 
Seminar  scheduled  to  be  held  at  Holi¬ 
day  Inn,  No.  1,  Baton  Rouge  on  Fri¬ 
day,  March  16. 

Other  persons  giving  leadership  to 
the  event  include  Dr.  Gaius  Thibo¬ 
deaux,  secretary  of  Evangelism  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Shreveport,  keynote  speaker;  the 
Rev.  Emory  Glover,  Church  of  The 
Please  turn  to  page  11 


A  message  from  our  bishop 

Dear  Louisiana  Methodists: 

Many  of  you  will  remember  the  late  Senator  Robert  S .  Kerr  of 
Oklahoma,  for  years  the  dominant  voice  of  the  United  States  Senate  and 
the  architect  and  father  of  the  entire  Arkansas  valley  development  system 
of  transportation  and  industrialization.  Senator  Kerr  was  a  great  church¬ 
man.  On  his  desk  in  the  Senate  Office  Building  at  all  times  was  found  this 
prayer  for  his  pastor: 

"Our  Father,  let  me  be  a  pillar  of  strength  to  help  hold  him  up  - 
and  not  a  thorn  in  his  flesh  to  sap  his  strength,  nor  a  burden  on 
his  back  to  pull  him  down.  Let  me  support  him  without  striving 
to  possess  him.  Let  me  lift  his  hands  without  placing  shackles 
around  them .  Let  me  give  him  help  that  he  may  devote  more  time 
in  working  for  the  salvation  of  others  and  less  time  in  gratifying 
my  vanity .  Let  me  work  for  him  as  the  pastor  of  all  members  and 
not  compel  him  to  spend  precious  time  bragging  on  me .  Le  me  be 
unselfish  in  what  I  do  for  him  and  not  selfish  in  demanding  that  he 
do  more  for  me .  Let  me  strive  to  serve  him  and  the  church  more, 
and  be  happy  as  he  serves  me  less,  and  the  church  and  others  more. 
For  Christ's  sake.  Amen." 

Dimensions  of  the  Senator's  greatness  are  found  in  this .  Don't  you 

agree? 


Districts  schedule  lay  retreats 


MEMORANDUM  TO; 
Heads  of  Institutions, 
Louisiana  Conference, 
United  Methodist  Church 


:<■  - 


Ministers  who  participated  in  the  Feb.  19-21  "We  Care  Mission”  on  the 
Springhill-Sarepta  charge.  The  Rev.  George  Harkins  is  pastor;  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain,  Ruston  District  superintendent  coordinated  the  mission. 
Other  participating  ministers  included;  the  Revs.  Joe  W.  McClain,  Amite; 
Carey  Martin,  Denham  Springs;  Robert  L.  Potter,  Shreveport;  Ira  Robinson, 
Welsh,  Odell  Simmons,  DeRidder;  Deen  Thompson,  Lake  Charles;  Gilbert 
Wade,  Colfax;  Jack  Winegeart,  Haynesville;  Donald  Cottrill,  Shreveport; 
Warren  Blakeman,  Alexandria;  Tom  Crosby,  Maplewood;  Conrad  P.  Ed¬ 
wards,  Hosston;  Dave  Felder,  Alexandria;  Bill  Fraser,  Hammond;  DeWitt 
Ginn,  Bossier  City,  and  Jack  Shaw,  Ruston.  The  visiting  ministers  were 
guests  in  the  homes  of  members  of  the  two  churches,  and  the  ladies  of 
both  congregations  served  lunch  and  supper  during  the  mission. 


Springtime  is  Retreat  time  for  the 
Laity  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Most  of  the  Districts  have  scheduled 
retreats  for  their  people  over  the  state 
in  March  and  April.  Two  districts  are 
having  lay  banquets  instead  of  retreats. 

Monroe  District  Laity  have  sched¬ 
uled  a  Banquet  in  that  city’s  Civic  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Thursday,  March  8,  at  7  p.m. 
Speaker  for  the  event  is  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield. 

Saturday,  March  17,  both  the  Lake 
Charles  District  and  the  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict  have  arranged  for  retreat  pro¬ 
grams.  The  Lake  Charles  District  will 


meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp  near  LeBlanc,  with  the 
featured  speaker  the  Rev.  George  Ross 
of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Lafayette  District  Laity  will 
gather  at  Sager-Brown  School  in  Bald¬ 
win,  at  3  p.m.  on  that  date  for  a  pro¬ 
gram  featuring  a  panel  discussion  of 
preachers  and  lay  people  about  their 
respective  roles  in  the  life  of  the 
church. 

Friday,  and  Saturday,  April  13  and 
14,  the  Shreveport  and  Ruston  Dis¬ 
tricts  will  meet  together  at  Caney  Lake 


Camp  near  Minden  for  their  retreat.  A 
special  speaker  will  be  selectecfjor  the 
Friday  night  event,  as  well  as  Satur¬ 
day  morning.  Also  on  Saturday,  young 
people  from  over  the  two  districts  will 
gather  for  a  day  of  fun,  music  and 
fellowship. 

The  Hammond  District  Laity  will 
meet  the  same  dates  at  Camp  Istrouma, 
near  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Alexandria  District  will  have  a 
Banquet  on  Saturday,  April  14  featur¬ 
ing  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  as 
speaker. 

t 


The  Hammond  District  Conference 
will  be  held  April  1,  1973,  in  Pon- 
chatoula  at  3:30  p.m. 

Due  to  the  pressures  of  time  there 
will  not  be  opportunity  for  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  our  Institutions  and 
Agencies  to  present  their  works  orally. 
However,  we  are  preparing  a  packet 
of  materials  which  we  shall  distribute 
with  appropriate  presentation  by  one 
designated  person. 

We  would  be  happy  to  include  any 
leaflets  or  brochures  or  other  materials 
which  you  may  like  to  send  us  in 
quantities  of  up  to  200. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  and 
understanding  of  this  situation. 

—  William  P.  Fraser 
t 


Hammond  District  Lay  Banquet 


Dr.  Norval  Garrett  (in  foreground)  of  Hammond 
is  shown  mixing  up  the  red  beans  and  rice  for 
the  Hammond  District  Lay  Banquet,  while  Jack 
Hite,  president  of  United  Methodist  Men  of 
First  Church,  looks  on.  The  men’s  group 
hosted  and  served  as  cooks  for  the  banquet. 


More  than  100  persons  attended  the  District 
Lay  Banquet  at  Hammond  First  Church. 


(From  left)  Nick  Saladino,  Hammond  District 
Lay  leader,  accepts  the  "District  Layman  of 
the  Year  Award"  from  the  Rev.  Tom  Lancaster; 
Tom  Matheny,  Conference  lay  leader,  and  the 
Rev.  Bill  Fraser,  Hammond  District  superin¬ 
tendent,  were  featured  speakers  for  the  occa¬ 
sion.  Saladino  served  as  master  of  ceremonies. 


PAGE  TWO 


MARCH  8,  1973 


t«Ut6>UtU 


Power 

in  the  Church 

by  Thomas  H.  Matheny 

(Ut.  Matheny,  Hammond,  La.  attorney,  is  Lay  Leader  for  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference,  and  since  the  1972  General  Conference  has  been 
one  of  nine  members  of  United  Methodism’s  Judicial  Council.  In 
addition  to  numerous  other  leadership  responsibilities,  he  is  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  U.S.  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Audenshaw  Founda¬ 
tion,  an  independent  British-based  non-profit  organization  which 
specializes  in  laity  education.  We  share  with  our  readers  the  fol¬ 
lowing  article  written  by  Mr.  Matheny  and  published  in  the  January 
issue  of  AUDENSHAW  PAPERS). 

)  hurchpeople  fall  into  three  cate- 


gones: 

1.  People  who  have  power  and 
know  it. 

2.  People  who  don’t  have  powef 
and  want  it. 

3.  People  who  are  contemptuous  of 
the  whole  idea  of  power  in  the  Church 
—  and  show  it. 

Insofar  as  the  laity  are  concerned, 
when  we  talk  about  power  in  the 
Church,  we  are  talking  about  a  con¬ 
cept  which  is  alien  to  many  if  not  most. 
They  do  not  trust  the  concept  of  pow¬ 
er.  Some  of  them  feel  this  way  because 
the  very  thought  of  power  in  the 
Church  as  an  institution  is  strange  to 
them.  They  do  not  think  of  the  Church 
in  terms  of  power,  and  they  don’t 
want  to.  Many  of  the  laity  think  of 

?ower  only  in  terms  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

hey  think  that  this  is  the  only  kind 
of  power  the  Church  ought  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  with. 

We  must,  however,  consider  wheth¬ 
er  power  plays  a  part  in  the  life  of 
the  Church.  We  must  ask:  Is  there  a 
theology  of  power?  W^ere  is  the  pow¬ 
er  in  the  churches?  Where  ought  it  to 
be?  And  let  me  be  blimt:  There  is  a 
power  concept  about  the  Chinch  — 
good  or  bad.  There  are  power  strug¬ 
gles.  There  is  church  power  politics. 
These  things  exist.  These  things  go 
on.  It’s  the  name  of  the  game.  I  speak 
as  one  who  is  involved  in  it.  I  am 
also  deeply  involved  in  power  strug¬ 
gles  in  business,  academic  life,  and 
secular  politics.  And  often  they  do  not 
compare  in  intensity  with  those  in  the 
Church. 

Many  of  the  laity  feel  that  the 
Church  is  or  ought  to  be  above  all  that 
kind  of  thing.  They  even  pretend  that 
in  their  church  lives  they  are  above 
power  politics,  even  when  they  are 
deeply  involved  in  such  matters.  They 
certainly  maintain  that  ministers  and 
district  superintendents,  and  bishops 
and  leading  church  lai^  ought  to  be 
above  it  all. 

i  Participatory  democracy 

1 

j  We  are  living  in  a  time  when  parti- 
i  cipatory  democracy  is  asserting  itself, 
i  It  is  a  natural  result  of  the  emerging 
j  world  culture  fostered  by  the  com- 
'  munications  revolution.  There  is  more 
information  about  the  Church  as  an 
institution  available  now,  just  as  there 
is  more  information  about  everything 
I  available  to  everybody.  The  average 
lay  person  knows  more  about  what 
I  goes  on  behind  the  scenes,  and  under- 
1  stands  more  about  what  he  sees  and 
hears  about  the  institutional  Church. 
And  this  applies  not  only  to  the  local 
church,  but  at  conference  (or  dioce¬ 
san)  and  international  levels.  This 
I  means  that  there  is  now  a  greater  de- 
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sire  on  the  part  of  many  individuals 
and  groups  among  the  laity  for  more 
part  and  power  in  decision-making  in 
the  Church.  There  is  a  resurgence  of 
a  sense  of  personal  responsibUity,  and 
an  unwillingness  to  be  pushed  around 
by  anybody.  As  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  of  San  Antonio  said  way 
back  in  1968:  “We  are  headed  for  a 
more  democratic  Church,  one  that  be¬ 
longs  to  the  people.” 

We  are  in  a  vast  field  of  contradic¬ 
tions.  We  are  living  in  a  world  and 
in  a  time  when  the  laity  mistrust  the 
concept  of  power  in  the  Church.  At 
the  same  time,  they  are  showing  a 
greater  feeling  of  responsibility  for 
their  role  in  the  Church,  and  more 
power  and  more  participation  in  the 
very  decision-making  process  which 
they  do  not  trust. 

The  silent  majinity 

In  fact,  many  laymen— and  clergy 
too — feel  hopeless  in  the  present  sit¬ 
uation,  because  they  feel  powerless. 
They  feel  that  they  are  not  listened  to 
as  church  decisions  are  made  on  pro¬ 
nouncements,  programmes,  and  the 
commitment  of  funds.  They  feel  com¬ 
pletely  ignored.  As  Dr.  Virgil  Wesley 
Sexton  writes  in  his  study  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodists,  Listening  to  the 
Church,  (which  we  haven’t  done), 
“The  laity  are  tired  of  being  ‘in  but 
not  of’  the  Church.  They  demand 
more  involvement  in  basic  decision¬ 
making  and  threaten  to  use  the  power 
of  the  dollar  to  get  it  .  .  .  and  church 
groups  say  ‘We  are  weary  of  being 
planned  for.’  The  laity  are  saying  to 
the  Church — ^not  just  to  the  local 
church  but  to  the  Church  at  large — 
‘You’d  better  listen,  you’d  better  give 
us  meaning  in  our  lives  in  the  Church, 
or  we  are  going  to  take  away  the  dol¬ 
lar  that  allows  you  to  wear  the  col¬ 
lar!’  And  church  authorities  are  now 
admitting  ‘Motivation  of  the  laity  is 
an  absolute  must’.” 

Many  American  laity  don’t  under¬ 
stand  church  power:  they  just  feel  left 
out  of  power.  They  feel  left  out  of  the 
system  of  church  appointments.  They 
feel  that  the  wrong  people  get  on  im¬ 
portant  committees  because  they  are 
people  top  clergy  know.  They  fear  that 
far  too  often  real  potential  leaders  are 
repelled  by  a  combination  of  apathy, 
tedium  and  routine. 

Within  the  local  church  some  peo¬ 
ple  have  power  as  a  natural  character¬ 
istic  of  their  personalities.  Some  of 
these  have  what  we  like  to  call  “charis¬ 
ma”.  Their  very  personalities,  or  per¬ 
haps  their  speaking  abilities,  enable 
them  to  influence  others  far  beyond 
the  normal  individual.  But  sometimes 
it  is  not  a  matter  of  charisma.  Some¬ 
times  it  is  a  matter  of  trust;  and  if  we 


fail  to  consider  this  we  fail  to  consider 
an  important  part  of  the  working  me¬ 
chanism  of  the  local  church.  A  minis¬ 
ter  really  places  himself  in  jeopardy 
when  he  comes  to  a  local  church  if  he 
does  not  seek  out  those  laity  who 
make  things  move,  or  who  keep  things 
from  moving.  Some  of  them  he’s  not 
going  to  get  along  with,  and  he  will 
have  to  find  a  way  to  work  around 
them.  But  some  of  them  will  be  in¬ 
valuable  to  him.  They  will  be  indivi¬ 
dual  laity  whom  people  trust. 

Other  laity,  as  individuals,  have 
church  power  because  they  seek  it. 
These  are  the  “churchly”  laity,  the 
people  who  make  the  cogs  go  round, 
the  people  who  get  things  done. 
Sometimes  power  is  their  conscious 
goal,  sometimes  it  comes  to  them  be¬ 
cause  they  are  just  good  organisation 
people.  But  power  comes  to  them,  and 
it  broadens  them,  and  sometimes  cor¬ 
rupts. 

Hie  power  (he  purse 

There  is  also  another  type  of  in¬ 
dividual  power  in  the  Church;  and 
this  is  financial.  It  is  held  by  those 
who  give,  or  who  can  raise  money. 
And  this  is  one  of  the  most  frequently 
misused  areas  of  power  in  church  life. 
We  all  too  often  give  or  grant  veto 
power  on  church  programmes  or  pro¬ 
nouncements  on  the  basis  of  who  con¬ 
tributes  money  to  the  Church.  In  most 
American  churches  ultimate  power  is 
often  found  in  the  givers  of  money. 
If  they  in  the  local  church  revolt,  then 
ministers  move,  attendances  go  down, 
programmes  grind  to  a  stop.  There  are 
those  who  think  that  this  is  the  way 
it  ought  to  be,  because,  as  they  say, 
“The  only  real  vote  the  layman  has  is 
money.”  But  let  me  quote  against  this 
a  comment  by  a  thoughtful  local 
preacher:  “Admittedly  money  is  the 
source  for  a  great  deal  of  power,  if 
you  believe  that  the  Church  ought  to 
be  run  by  a  majority  vote.  It  certainly 
keeps  things  in  line,  so  that  when  a 
church  programme  swings  too  far  in 
one  direction,  or  when  it  does  not  pro¬ 
duce  desirable  results,  it  simply  goes 
without  support.  And  yet,  the  under¬ 
standing  of  stewardship  from  which  I 
stand  is  that  I  do  not  give  with  ‘strings 
attached.’  That  is  not  stewardship,  but 
manipulation.  A  person  gives  his  mon¬ 
ey,  not  to  dictate  how  it  will  be  used; 
but  because  something  innate  within 
him  in  the  order  of  things  demands 
it.” 

Organisational  power 

Outside  individuals,  where  is  power 
located?  Very  largely  in  the  church 
organisation  itself.  An  almost  religious 


fervour  for  organisation  is  part  oi.  tiie 
power  of  Methodism.  We  constant^ 
review  our  power  structure  in  order 
to  find  the  best  ways  of  getting  die 
pb  done  for  the  mission  of  die 
Church.  Of  course,  many  people  com¬ 
plain  that  we  are  over-organist.  How¬ 
ever,  I  think  that  merely  we  are  hon¬ 
est.  Our  church  organisation  is — or 
-  ought  to  be — a  structure  that  has 
power  in  the  local  community,  as  a 
forum  and  a  place  with  an  ability  to 
speak  out  on  issues.  And  national^, 
too,  the  Church  is  one  of  the  most 
organised  institutions  in  America  to¬ 
day.  It  can  make  things  move,  or  ke^ 
things  from  moving,  or  just  sit  on  its 
hands. 

I  think  power  necessarUy  exists  in 
the  Church.  I  think  the  Church  ou^ 
to  have  an  influence  on  what  is  g(^g 
on  in  our  country  and  in  the  woil(^ 
and  it  ought  to  recognize  its  own  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  major  institution  in  our  so-- 
ciety.  I  am  really  talking  here  about 
Qur  theology  of  the  Church.  Our  M^h- 
odist  Church  has  consistently  taken 
certain  positions  on  important  subjects 
—  race,  peace  and  war,  the  death 
penalty,  woman’s  rights,  and  so  cm. 
But  all  we  have  done  is  to  make  pro¬ 
nouncements.  The  young  people  of 
this  country  are  being  driven  away 
from  the  churches  in  droves,  because 
they  do  not  feel  that  the  Church,  as 
an  institution,  has  properly  exerc^ed 
its  power  and  its  influence.  It  is  cme 
thing  to  have  a  yo-yo  dialogue  about 
the  Vietnam  war  in  a  church  schcml 
class.  To  have  all  the  power  that  is 
invested  in  our  ten  million  Methodkt 
church  members,  and  the  best  church 
organisation  on  the  face  of  the  gloibe, 
and  to  find  that  power  is  imused,  is 
something  else.  It  is  a  matter  held  in 
contempt  by  the  young  people  of  our 
nation. 

There  are  other  necessary  areas  of 
church  power.  For  instance  the  area 
of  world  mission.  When  our  United 
Methodist  Church  ignores  what  is  go¬ 
ing  on  in  South  Africa,  or  in  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  we  are  not  really  accepting 
our  mission. 

A  true  leader  is  not  one  who  can 
con  people  into  doing  what  is  best  be¬ 
cause  of  his  charismatic  personality, 
but  one  who  can  lead  the  people  to 
discover  for  themselves  what  is  best. 
And  if  we  are  talking  about  what 
ought  to  be,  then  we  have  to  make  a 
judgement  about  our  American  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  about  the  Church 
as  a  whole,  and  say  that  we  are  all 
still  lagging  behind  other  institutions 
in  involving  more  of  the  rank  and  file 
members  in  the  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess.  And  if  the  laity  are  treated  any 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Christian  evangelism  in  the  U.S.  has  gone  through 
two  phases  in  the  last  20  years  and  is  now  entering 
a  third,  Professor  Gabriel  J.  Fracke  of  Andover 
Newton  Theological  Seminary,  Springfield,  Mass, 
said.  In  the  1960’s,  Dr,  Fracke  said,  the  emphasis 
was  on  social  activism,  while  the  1950s  were  marked 
by  a  ministry  of  “peace  of  mind.”  Addressing  the 
38th  annual  Pastor’s  Study  Conference  sponsored 
by  the  division  of  evangelism  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ,  Dr.  Fracke  said  the  1970s,  promise  to 
be  a  decade  in  which  deeds  of  social  action  are  no 
less  important  but  there  will  be  growing  awareness 
that  deeds  alone  are  not  enough.  Christians  need 
roots,  so  the  challenge  of  telling  the  gospel  story  is 
once  again  gripping  leaders  of  the  Churches,  he 
said. 

Victims  of  the  worst  famine  ever  to  hit  India, 
affecting  two-thirds  of  that  vast  country,  are 
being  aided  by  the  Community  Hunger  Appeal 
of  Church  World  Service  (CROP).  CROP  has 
purchased  and  shipped  1,500,000  pounds  of 
wheat,  valued  at  $89,000  for  the  benefit  of 
100,000  Indians  on  the  vei^e  of  starvation.  The 
wheat  will  be  rationed  at  the  rate  of  1 0  pounds 
per  person  per  month.  Church  World  Service 
is  the  inter-denominational  agency  through 
which  major  Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
communions  carry  on  cooperative,  world-wide 
programs  of  service  to  the  hungry,  homeless 
and  disaster-stricken. 

The  provision  of  a  bus  for  use  by  a  Belfast  com¬ 
munity  center  was  one  practical  way  a  Methodist 
Church  in  Bristol,  England,  found  to  help  relieve 
the  situation  in  Northern  Ireland.  The  Methodist 
Recorder,  British  Methodist  weekly  newspaper,  re¬ 
ports  the  Victoria  Road  Methodist  Church  in  Clif¬ 
ton  raised  about  $3,200,  bought  a  17-passenger 
minibus  and  gave  it  to  a  Belfast  church  and  com¬ 
munity  center  to  use  in  taking  people  away  from 
the  troubled  city  and  especially  children  and  youth 
to  summer  camp.  Pastor  T.  Mervyn  Willshaw  said 
other  churches  should  be  asking,  “What  can  we  do 
to  help  Northern  Ireland?” 

Government  officials  would  gain  increased  re¬ 
spect  if  they  applied  eternal  principles  to  legis¬ 
lation,  the  executive  director  of  the  Nat’I.  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches’  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
told  Texas  Conference  <rf  Churches  represen¬ 
tatives.  Dr.  Jorge  Lara^Braud,  a  layman  of  the 
National  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mexico,  sug¬ 
gested  that  legislators  consider  themselves 
“ministers”  of  God.  “Can  you  imagine  what  a 
different  State  this  would  be  if  legislators  were 
gripped  by  the  stuff  of  the  eternal  as  they  dealt 
with  lobbies,  hearings,  writing  of  bills,  commit¬ 
tee  deliberations,  floor  debates,  and  accounta¬ 
bility  to  their  constituencies?”  be  asked.  “The 
least  possible  gain,”  the  NCC  executive  added, 
‘Svould  be  a  vastly  increased  respect  for  gov¬ 
ernmental  authority.” 

Climaxing  week-long  Christian  unity  observances  in 
Dublin,  top-level  Anglican  and  Roman  Catholic 
churchmen  appealed  in  Belfast  for  aid  to  a  two-year- 
old  School  of  Irish  Ecumenics  to  train  specialists 
in  religious  reconciliation  for  all  of  Ireland.  The 
ultimate  aim  of  the  school  is  to  produce  trained 
ecumenists,  who  in  promoting  ecumenism  at  all 
levels,  would  develop  inter-religious  understanding 
among  contending  factions,  especially  in  Northern 
Ireland. 


“Community,  Celeln^tion  and  Our  Worid”  is 
the  theme  of  the  Nat’I.  Interfaith  Conference 
on  Religion  and  Architecture  to  be  held  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  June  4-6.  For  more  than  30  years,  an¬ 
nual  conferences  on  religious  architecture  have 
been  held  under  various  auspices.  This  year’s 
conference,  according  to  a  spokesman,  repre¬ 
sents  a  joint  effort  by  the  organizations  involved 
in  the  Interfaith  Research  Center  to  provide  an 
interfaith,  interdenominational  and  interdiscip- 
Imary  program  of  significance  to  the  profes¬ 
sional  and  religious  communities. 

The  year  1973  marks  the  500th  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Nicholas  Copernicus  who  challenged  a  gen¬ 
eral  assumption  that  the  earth  formed  the  central 
point  of  the  universe,  and  sowed  the  seeds  of  an  up¬ 
heaval  in  human  thought  that  came  to  be  known 
as  the  Copernican  Revolution  by  proposing  that 
the  earth  moves  around  the  sun.  To  underscore  the 
importance  of  the  event,  the  United  Nations  Educa¬ 
tional,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization  (UNES¬ 
CO)  and  the  International  Council  of  Scientific  Un¬ 
ion  (ICSU)  have  declared  1973  the  Year  of  Coper¬ 
nicus.  Born  Feb.  19,  1473  in  the  West  Prussian 
town  of  Torum,  then  under  Polish  rule,  some  his¬ 
torians  believe  that  Copernicus  might  have  remained 
totally  obscure  had  it  not  been  for  the  efforts  of  a 
young  German  Lutheran  mathematician,  known  as 
Rheticius,  and  the  editorial  work  of  Andreas  Osian- 
der,  a  Lutheran  theologian. 

Some  of  America’s  best-knovm  sports  figures 
will  be  featured  in  “The  Athletes,”  a  new  tele¬ 
vision  series  produced  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Radio  and  Television  Commission  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Ath¬ 
letes  (FCA).  John  Stevens,  who  will  produce 
and  direct  the  15-minute  color  segments,  said: 
“We  plan  to  film  each  subject  at  home  with  his 
family,  show  his  hobbies  and  recreational  activi¬ 
ties,  and  listen  to  him  discuss  his  spiritual  in¬ 
volvement.  That  way  the  public  can  view  himi 
as  a  multi-dimensioned  personality.”  Featured 
athletes  “will  represent  all  faiths,”  Stevens 
commented. 

Archbishop  L.  W.  Scott,  priipate  of  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Canada,  criticized  censorship  laws  say¬ 
ing,  “You  can’t  legislate  moral  behavior.”  Addres¬ 
sing  500  persons  who  attended  a  forum  on  movie 
censorship  convened  by  the  Toronto  Star,  the  54- 
year-old  prelate  said:  “I  personally  would  opt  for 
a  society  of  maximum  personal  freedom  .  .  .  and 
open  context  with  a  sense  of  responsibility.”  “What 
can  you  achieve  by  censorship?”  he  asked,  “A  wall 
to  protect  people?  If  you  can  get  them  to  face 
a  closed  wall,  you  haven’t  trained  them  to  live  with 
reality.” 

Christ  Episcopal  Church  in  Alexandria,  Va. — 
the  only  church  building  now  standing  there 
which  was  erected  during  the  Colonial  period 
and  of  which  George  Washington  was  an  ac¬ 
tive  member — observed  its  200th  anniversary 
Feb.  25.  Washington  became  a  regular  worship¬ 
er  at  Christ  Church  after  its  present  structure 
opened  in  1773.  He  purchased  pew  No.  60  for 
36  pounds,  10  shillings,  the  hipest  price  paid 
for  any  of  the  pews.  Since  the  congregation 
was  organized  in  1765,  25  clergymen  have 
served  as  its  rector.  It  li^  a  current  member¬ 
ship  of  more  than  1,000. 

The  president  of  the  Nat’I.  Woman’s  Christian  Tem¬ 
perance  Union  (WCTU)  has  charged  that  the  dram¬ 
atic  rise  of  alcoholism  among  resident  veterans  in 
Veteran  Administration  hospitals  has  occurred  be¬ 
cause  of  “public  apathy.”  Citing  statistics  issued  by 
the  Nat’t.  Institute  of  Mental  Health,  which  showed 
alcoholism  among  VA  hospital  veterans  rose  from 
3.2  per  cent  in  1959  to  14.2  per  cent  in  1970,  Mrs. 
Fred  J.  Tooze  held  that  this  was  due  to  “public 
apathy  and  acceptance  of  the  alcoholic  beverage  as 
a  ‘way  of  life.’  ”  She  said  the  report  showed  alco¬ 
hol  and  drug  disorders  comprised  nearly  25  per 
cent  of  the  conditions  in  government  hospitals. 


Ireland’s  Churches  have  failed  to  bring  home 
the  love  of  Christ,  the  Anglican  Archbishop  of 
Dublin,  Dr.  Alan  Buchanan,  told  a  group.  He 
charged  that  the  views  and  deeds  of  extremists 
are  given  enormous  coverage  by  the  media 
while  the  voice  of  moderation  is  submerged. 
“Do  you  realize,”  he  asked,  “that  tongues  and 
pens  can  murder?” 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  has  issued  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  263  Protestant  and  Orthodox  member 
Churches  for  $5  million  for  the  first  stage  of  an 
“expanding  program”  of  reconstruction  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  in  Indo-China.  In  addition,  the  Council  said 
$1.5  million  would  be  needed  annually  for  three 
years  to  support  existing  service  programs  in  South 
Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia  and  to  provide  medi¬ 
cal  assistance  to  North  Vietnam. 

A  U.S.  Army  hospital  in  Saigon  has  been  leased 
to  the  Saigon  Seventh-day  Adventist  Hospital 
for  use  starting  March  28.  A  one-year  lease 
contract  has  been  signed  and  will  be  renewable 
until  a  new  Adventist  hospital,  now  under  con¬ 
striction,  is  completed.  When  it  is  taken  over 
by  the  Adventists,  the  Army  facility  will  be  a 
general-care  facility  for  the  Vietnamese  people 
in  Saigon  and  a  m^cal  facility  for  Americans 
remaining  in  the  city. 

A  joint  resolution  designating  the  first  Sunday  of 
October  annually  as  “National  Choir  Recognition 
Day”  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  by  Rep.  Thaddeus  Dulski  (N.Y.).  De¬ 
signed  primarily  to  honor  church  choirs  and  the 
volunteer  services  of  their  members,  the  resolution 
would  also  recognize  choirs  at  colleges  and  seminar¬ 
ies. 

Buddhist  scholars  from  around  the  world  will 
be  asked  to  participate  in  the  publication  (tar¬ 
get  date,  July  4,  1976)  of  the  world’s  first 
multi-lingual  Buddhist  dictionary.  To  be  com¬ 
piled  with  the  aid  of  computers,  the  first  vol¬ 
ume  of  the  work  will  be  designed  primarily  for 
the  aid  of  English-speaking  scholars,  serving 
as  a  practical  reference  book  to  aid  translators 
and  students. 
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TOLEDO,  Ohio -A  cartoon  atop  the  front  page 
of  the  Catholic  Chronicle  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  in¬ 
dicates  that  diocese's  respect  for  Key  73,  the 
evangelistic  program  which  has  seen  Catholic 
groups  join  evangelical  Protestants  in  a  year¬ 
long  campaign.  The  art  work  was  produced  by 
Nancy  Strausbaugh,  a  fourth  grader  at  St.  Ber¬ 
nard  School,  Toledo.  An  indication  of  the 
drawing  power  of  Key  73  is  the  fact  that  the 
Catholic  diocesan  newsweekly  regards  it  as  a 
“big  plus”  in  its  campaign  for  subscriptions. 
(RNS  Photo) 
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ABOVE:  Members  of  Wedding 

Ring  Sunday  School  Class  at 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  who 
visited  Dulac  Community  Center 
in  preparation  for  the  Mission 
Festival  scheduled  for  March  18 
at  their  church.  Ford  H.  Longs- 
dorf  teaches  the  class;  Dr.  John 
M.  Hopper  is  president.  RIGHT; 
James  Bopp,  director  at  the  Cen¬ 
ter,  will  participate  in  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Festival.  BELOW;  Neigh¬ 
borhood  children  served  by 
Dulac.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.  is 
senior  minister  at  First  Church. 


Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
to  sponsor  Church  History  Award 


The  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  will  sponsor  an  annual  Church 
History  Award  in  recognition  of  the 
outstanding  Church  History,  or  other 
church-related  historical  composition, 
according  to  the  chairman,  Mrs.  W. 
M.  Nolan. 


A/C2I4  657-6524  P.O.Box  931  Henderson.  Tex.  75652 


In  this,  the  first  year,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  invites  the  submission  of  histories 
of  local  churches  prepared  during  re¬ 
cent  years.  Histories  published  before 
1971  should  be  accompanied  by  a  sup¬ 
plement  up-dating  them  through  1972. 
All  histories  submitted  should  have 
been  “published”,  i.e.  prepared  for 
distribution  by  having  been  printed, 
mimeographed,  etc.  The  copies  sub¬ 
mitted  will  be  retained  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  for  deposit  in  the  Conference 
Archives. 

All  local  churches  submitting  en¬ 
tries  will  receive  a  certificate  of  recog¬ 
nition. 

Entries  should  be  submitted  before 
April  15  to:  Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan,  P.  O. 
Box  215,  Oak  Ridge,  La.  71264. 


Camphor  Memorial  schedules 
Lenten  Evangelistic  Services 


Camphor  Memorial  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  began  its 
annual  mid-week  series  of  Lenten 
Evangelistic  Services  on  Ash  Wednes¬ 
day,  March  7  with  the  Rev.  George 
W.  C.  Calvin,  pastor,  preaching,  and 
the  Rev.  William  McCutcheon  of  St. 
Paul  Church  at  Baker  presenting  the 
scripture  and  prayer.  Music  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Jannie  M.  Cox. 

Other  participants  during  the  series 
will  include  (all  services  begin  at  7 
p.m.): 

March  14  —  Sermon,  the  Rev. 
Donald  R.  Avery,  Neely  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  scripture  and  prayer,  the  Rev. 
William  M.  Finnin,  campus  minister  at 
LSU,  and  music  by  the  Senior  Choir  of 
Camphor,  directed  by  T.  W.  Langston. 

M^cb  21  —  Sermon,  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
fred  L.  Norris,  First  Street  Church, 
New  Orleans;  scripture  and  prayer.  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge;  music  by  Scotlandville  Senior 
High  School  Choir,  directed  by  Mrs. 
Annie  R.  McKay. 


March  28  —  Sermon,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  W.  Walker,  Mt.  Zion  Church, 
New  Orleans;  scripture  and  prayer, 
the  Rev.  George  Ross,  Broadmoor 
Church,  Baton  Rouge;  music  by  Chan¬ 
cel  Choir  of  Camphor  Church,  directed 
by  Mrs.  Kathleen  F.  Hutcherson. 

April  4  —  Sermon,  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Miller,  Hughes  Church,  Baton 
Rouge;  scripture  and  prayer,  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Wallace,  Ingleside  Church,  Baton 
Rouge;  music  by  Southern  University 
Laboratory  School  Choir,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Lyndia  Williams. 

April  11  —  Sermon,  the  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  W.  Calvin,  retired  minister.  New 
Orleans;  scripture  and  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Lamar  Smith,  University  Church, 
Baton  Rouge;  music  by  Capital  Senior 
High  School  choir,  directed  by  Miss 
Joyce  Rochelle. 

April  19  (Maundy  Thursday)  — 
Sermon  by  pastor  and  music  by  special 
mixed  chorus  directed  by  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Turner  and  coordinated  by  Mrs.  A. 
C.  Prophet,  Silent  Communion  Service, 
t 


The  Rev.  Ray  Holt  (above  with  family),  is  returning  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  after  10  years  of  missionary  service  in  the  Philippines. 
During  his  first  term  there,  he  served  as  District  Missionary  for 
Bulacon,  Nueva,  and  Ecija.  During  his  second  term  he  was  pastor 
at  Malotos  and  Bulacon,  and  was  Conference  Missionary  for  theMiddle 
Philippines  Annual  Conference.  Until  June,  Holt  will  be  active  visit¬ 
ing  the  churches  who  supported  him  in  his  mission  work.  At  that 
time  he  plans  to  take  up  work  within  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Pic¬ 
tured  with  him  is  his  wife,  Elizabeth  and  their  four  children  -  Melvin 
and  Michael,  age  10;  David,  age  6,  and  Charles  (in  front  of  his  fa¬ 
ther),  age  5. 

t 


Trinity,  Ruston,  plans  special  series 


Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston  has  completed  the  first  two 
sessions  of  a  Sunday  Night-at-Six  ser¬ 
ies  of  “Jesus  Studies.”  Sessions  held 
on  Feb.  25  and  March  4  are  to  be 
followed  by  other  sessions  on  March 
11,  18  and  25.  Discussion  group 
leaders  for  the  series  include:  Dr.  Bill 
Davis,  H.  L.  Henry,  Dr.  Mike  Mc- 
Cready,  Bud  Elkins,  and  Dr.  Jason 
Owen. 

Mission  Messengers  presenting  two- 
minute  messages  during  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services  have  included  Ron  Sal¬ 
mon  and  H.  L.  Henry.  On  March  1 1th 


Hap  Martin  and  Gayle  Chumley  will 
serve  as  messengers;  on  March  18th, 
Phil  Rice  and  Richard  Cain;  on  March 
25th  Bob  Price  and  Mrs.  Jimmv'  Car¬ 
ter. 

Friday  Prayer  Breakfasts  are  sche¬ 
duled  on  March  16  for  men,  at  a  cost 
of  75c;  March  23,  men  and  boys,  (35c 
for  boys);  March  30,  Family  (75c  ad¬ 
ults  and  35c  children).  The  breakfasts 
will  be  held  from  6:45  to  8  a.m.  with 
a  program  period  at  7:30  a.m. 

The  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  pas¬ 
tor. 
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THE  MONTPELIER  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  plans  dedication  services 
for  the  church  building  on  April  1  at 
9;30  a.m.  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  will 
officiate.  The  Rev.  Bray  Sibley  is  the 
Montpelier  minister,  and  invites  the 
public,  especially  former  pastors. 

MONROE  DISTRICT  YOUTH  will 
hold  a  retreat  on  March  16  and  17 
at  Chemin-A-Haut  State  Park  near 
Bastrop.  Guest  speaker  will  be  the 
Rev.  Ray  Holt,  missionary  to  the 
Philippines. 

OVER  50  YOUTH  attended  the 
Valentine  Sweetheart  Banquet  in 
Southside  Church,  Monroe.  Debbie 
Hamilton  and  Richard  Wallace  were 
crowned  “sweetheart”  and  “king”.  The 
Griggs  Quartet  furnished  entertain¬ 
ment.  The  meal  was  served  by  Guild 
members.  The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is 
their  pastor. 

METHODIST  AND  BAPTIST  youth 
of  Lacombe-Pearl  River  presented  the 
musical  worship  service  “Tell  It  Like 
It  Is”  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Slidell  on  Sunday  evening, 
Feb.  25.  The  group  is  directed  by  the 
Rev.  Willis  Dear,  pastor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Pearl  River 
and  Lacombe. 

MRS.  SHIRLEY  MELTON  was  re¬ 
cently  added  to  the  staff  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell. 
She  will  be  working  with  the  Rev. 
Philip  Woodland  as  educational  as¬ 
sistant.  She  is  married  to  Von  Melton, 
Cypress  District  Scout  Executive,  and 
has  three  children.  While  living  in  New 
Orleans,  she  was  a  teacher  and  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Aurora  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  Nursery  and  Kindergarten. 

THE  SENIOR  UMY  of  Algiers 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  recently  sponsored  a  “Fellowship 
Roller  Derby”.  The  young  people 
rented  a  local  skating  rink  for  an  af¬ 
ternoon  and  sold  tickets  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  for  a  family  roller  skating 
party.  Approximately  150  skaters  made 
the  event  a  success  and  provided  the 
UMY  treasury  with  money  for  a  spring 
retreat.  Dr.  A.  W.  Townsend,  pastor, 
attended  and  congratulated  the  youth 
on  their  idea  for  an  afternoon  of  fel¬ 
lowship. 


A  LAY  WITNESS  MISSION  is  being 
held  in  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Lafayette  this  weekend,  March  9, 
10  and  11.  Murray  Coffee  is  serving 
as  general  chairman.  The  coordinator 
is  John  Sparks,  a  lawyer  from  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas.  The  Rev.  Jerry  Means  is 
host  pastor. 

THE  CHURCH  SCHOOL  Seminar 
held  in  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Bastrop,  Feb.  19  and  20,  had  the 
following  staff:  Mrs.  Emma  Hunni- 
cut  for  the  Children’s  Division;  the 
Rev.  Rob  Crichlow,  Youth  Division; 
and  Mrs.  G.  E.  Boggs  with  adult 
workers.  The  Rev.  Ed.  Barksdale  is 
the  Bastrop  pastor. 

THE  REV.  WARREN  BLAKEMAN, 
pastor  of  Horseshoe  Drive  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria,  was 
a  guest  speaker  in  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  Sunday  evening,  Feb.  18.  With 
his  talk  about  the  development  of 
printing,  he  showed  examples  of  orig¬ 
inal  manuscripts  and  books  dating 
from  1300  A.D.  Dr.  Dana  Dawson, 
Jr.  was  host  pastor. 

SPECIAL  LENTEN  SERVICES  in 
David  Haas  Memorial  Church  at 
Bunkie,  scheduled  for  March  7,  8  and 
9,  will  have  as  guest  preacher,  the 
Rev.  Odell  Simmons,  pastor  of  the  De- 
Ridder  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall  is  the  Bunkie 
pastor. 

THE  NEW  ORLEANS  District  Board 
cf  Missions  will  hold  the  annual  ban¬ 
quet  on  Wednesday,  March  14,  in 
Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  at  7  p.m.  Dr.  James  R.  Max- 
field,  chairman  of  the  Department  of 
New  Church  Development  for  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  will  be  guest  speaker.  The 
Rev.  Pierce  McKeithen  is  district  mis¬ 
sionary  secretary,  and  Dr.  Robert 
Harrington  is  district  superintendent. 

ST.  BERNARD  United  Methodist 
Church  at  Chalmette  will  hold  a  re¬ 
vival,  March  11-13  with  services  at 
7:30  p.m.  Guest  evangelist  will  be  the 
Rev.  Andy  Foreman  of  Luling,  who 
is  the  New  Orleans  District  Evangel¬ 
ism  chairman.  St.  Bernard  pastor  is 
the  Rev.  James  O.  Evans. 

THE  GOLDEN  AGE  CLUB  of  Man- 
gum  Memorial  Church,  Shreveport, 
held  the  monthly  luncheon  meeting  on 
Feb.  28.  Mrs.  C.  Burton  Weekley  gave 
the  devotion  and  Don  Hathaway, 
Commissioner  of  Shreveport  Public 
Works,  presented  the  program.  The 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser  is  the  Mangum  pas¬ 
tor. 


At  Baker,  senior  members 
of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  who  hod  recent 
birthdays  were  honored 
at  a  supper  meeting  on 
Feb.  14.  Those  honored 
are  shown  at  left.  They 
are,  from  left:  Mrs.  Kiz- 
zie  Epperson,  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Westmoreland  and 
Mrs.  Angie  Williams. 


A  KEY  73  STRATEGY  Seminar  will 
be  held  in  Baton  Rouge,  March  16, 
from  9  a.m.-5  p.m.,  at  Holiday  Inn 
North.  Pastors  and  Key  73  commit¬ 
tees  are  expected  to  attend  to  view 
progress  and  develop  further  objec¬ 
tives. 

A  LAY  SPEAKER’S  School  will  be 
held  at  Jonesville  United  Methodist 
Church  Sundays,  Mar.  18  and  25, 
from  3-9  p.m.  for  laymen  of  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District.  Instructor  will  be  the 
Rev.  Gilbert  Wade  of  Colfax. 

A  REVIVAL  IN  WELSH  United 
Methodist  Church,  March  11-14,  will 
have  as  guest  evangelist  the  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Peyton,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  West 
Monroe.  The  Rev.  Ira  Robinson  will 
be  host  pastor. 

THE  ORAL  ROBERTS  University 
Choir  from  Tulsa  will  be  presented  in 
concert  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge  on  Friday, 
March  9. 

DR.  CHARLES  ALLEN,  religious  au¬ 
thor  and  pastor  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Houston,  was  a 
Church  Nite  speaker  in  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  Feb.  14.  On  the  same  pro¬ 
gram  were  Leroy  Jordan,  linebacker 
with  the  Dallas  Cowboys,  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Hildreth,  who  discussed  current 
books  about  the  world  struggle  with 
Communism.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  was 
host  pastor. 


THE  CRUSADER  CHOIR,  an  all 
male  singing  group  from  Lafayette, 
presented  a  program  during  Church 
Night  in  Broadmoor  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  at  Baton  Rouge,  Feb.  28. 
The  group  is  directed  by  Dr.  R.  E. 
Chandler,  head  of  the  foreign  lan¬ 
guage  department  at  USL,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  Dr.  George  B.  Brown,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  organ  and  musicology  at 
USL.  The  Rev.  George  Ross  was  host 
pastor  at  Broadmoor. 

JOE  MORELAND,  JR.,  news  per¬ 
sonality  on  TV  Channel  9,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  a 
Fellowship  Night  supper  in  Ingleside 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  Feb.  14.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Wal¬ 
lace  is  minister  at  Ingleside. 

THE  NEW  WILSON  WATSON  Edu¬ 
cation  Building  at  Pineville  is  com¬ 
pleted  and  occupied.  Consecration 
services  are  planned  for  April  15  with 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  officiat¬ 
ing.  The  building  is  a  memorial  to  the 
late  Rev.  Wilson  Watson,  who  was 
pastor  until  his  untimely  death.  The 
Rev.  Richard  Walton  is  the  present 
pastor. 

THE  SICILY  ISLAND  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  received  a  boost  in  funds 
for  a  new  educational  building  from 
an  “enchanted  tree’  project  recently. 
A  leafless  tree  that  was  set  on  the 
lawn,  blossomed  with  money  in 
colored  envelopes  when  it  was  moved 
indoors  for  special  services.  Approxi¬ 
mately  $2,000  was  realized  from  the 
project.  The  Sicily  Island  sanctuary 
is  a  brick  structure  in  modified  Gothic 
design,  completed  in  1965.  The  new 
building  will  connect  with  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  by  a  cloistered  walkway.  The  Rev. 
James  E.  Hodges  is  the  pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  BEADINOS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  fhe 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  g^uide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Mar.  11 — Sunday  ....  John  4:46-54 


Mar.  12  .  Mark  6:25-34 

Mar.  13 .  Luke  4:38-44 

Mar.  14 .  Luke  5:17-26 

Mar.  15 . Luke  6:6-12 

Mar.  16 .  Luke  18:36-43 

Mar.  17  .  Acts  3:1-11 


Mar.  18 — Sunday  ....  Matt.  9:27-34 


THE  REV.  STEVE  YOUNGDAHL 
presented  slides  on  Christian  work 
in  Africa  at  the  family  night  sup¬ 
per  in  Oak  Park  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  Feb.  18. 
The  Rev.  Deen  Thompson  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

DR.  WILLIAM  H.  PATRICK  led  a 
program  on  “The  World  Food  and 
Population  Crisis”  at  the  Adult  Fellow¬ 
ship  in  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
Sunday  evening,  Feb.  25.  Dr.  Patrick 
recently  returned  from  the  Far  East 
where  he  has  been  involved  iri  agri¬ 
cultural  projects  related  to  the  “Green 
Revolution”  and  problems  of  world 
hunger  and  environmental  quality.  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.  is  the  First  Church 
pastor. 

THE  MIDDLE  HIGH  UMYF  of  As- 
bury  Church,  Lafayette,  conducted 
the  entire  worship  service  on  Sunday 
evening,  Feb.  25.  Gracie  Huffman 
presided.  Special  music  was  by  the 
Crusaders,  Chapel,  and  Asbury  Youth 
Choirs.  Phil  Kaufman  was  moderator 
for  panelists  Sherry  Melton,  Laura  Sar- 
tain,  Susanne  Patterson,  Karen  Coop¬ 
er  and  Mike  Hyman  as  they  discussed 
“Living  Life  to  its  Fullest  with 
Christ.”  The  group  had  just  returned 
from  a  retreat  at  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  Camp  and  the  service  was  an  out¬ 
growth  of  their  study.  The  Rev.  James 
J.  Caraway  is  their  pastor. 

P.K.  KORNER 

MARLINE  KAYE  GIESSEN 
was  born  on  Feb.  26  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  Henry  Giessen,  Jr.,  of  Shreveport. 
Grandparents  are  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Giessen  and  the  late  Rev.  Giessen,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  E.  Bland,  Jr.  Mr. 
Bland  is  associate  director  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  Council  on  Minis- 


CYNTHIA 
CROSBY  was  re¬ 
cently  featured  in 
the  “People  in  the 
News”  column  of 
the  Lake  Charles 
American  Press. 
She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Tom  Crosby 
of  Maplewood  and 
is  a  senior  at  Sul¬ 
phur  High  School.  As  “Student  of  the 
Month”,  she  was  saluted  by  Sulphur 
businessmen  for  her  leadership,  cour¬ 
tesy,  cooperation,  dependability  and 
politeness.  A  $25  savings  bond  went 
with  the  honor.  She  is  secretary  of  the 
student  council,  secretary  of  National 
Beta,  is  co-chairman  of  the  school’s 
March  of  Dimes,  and  is  treasurer  of 
the  Maplewood  UMYF. 
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Assembly  for  women 

set  for  October,  1973,  in  Cincinnati 


The  Hallie  Smith  Circle  of  Blackwoter  United  Methodist  Women  are  shown 
practicing  Cardio-Pulmonary  Resuscitation  on  “Resusci-Annie”  during 
their  February  program.  Arlene  Folmar,  R.N.,  of  Our  Lake  of  the  Lake 
Hospital,  Baton  Rouge,  (fourth  from  left)  was  the  guest  speaker.  Mrs.  John 
Andre  is  seen  "breathing”  the  practice  doll  as  Mrs.  Malcolm  Williams  ad¬ 
ministers  external  cardiac  compression. 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  With  a 
theme  chosen  and  an  attendance  goal 
set,  planning  is  underway  for  what  is 
expected  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
United  Methodist  Church  meetings 
during  the  1973-76  quadrennium.  It  is 
the  Assembly  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  scheduled  for  Oct.  4-7  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio. 

Planners  have  set  a  goal  of  10,000 
women  to  attend  from  throughout  the 
nation,  with  additional  persons  from 
overseas.  About  8,000  attended  the 
last  Assembly,  in  1970  in  Houston, 
Texas. 

The  Assembly  is  expected  to  help 
complete  a  transition  in  the  organized 
women’s  movement  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  United  Methodist  Women  is  the 
single  new  organization,  formed  in 
1972  from  two  organizations,  the 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  By  As¬ 
sembly  time,  most  regional  and  local 
units  are  expected  to  have  made  the 
transition,  as  a  target  date  of  Dec.  3 1 , 
1973,  has  been  set  for  finishing  the 
process.  Assembly  planners  look  for 
the  national  gathering  to  give  a  final 
“boost.”  United  Methodist  Women  has 
a  membership  of  about  1,500,000  in 
36,500  local  units  in  the  50  states. 

Theme  for  the  1973  Assembly  will 
be  “Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit.”  It  was 
chosen  by  a  44-member  Assembly 
Committee  and  approved  by  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  Divi¬ 
sion  is  the  top  policy-making  body  for 
United  Methodist  Women. 

In  announcing  the  “Many  Gifts, 
One  Spirit”  theme,  the  Committee  said 
the  program  for  the  Assembly  will  be 
built  around  it.  The  theme  comes  from 
I  Corinthians  12:4,  “Now  there  are 
varieties  of  gifts,  but  the  same  Spirit.” 
This,  said  the  Committee,  gives  the 
program-planning  a  Scriptural  base. 
They  added  that  the  theme  “provides 
for  the  variety  of  witness,  service  and 
action  through  United  Methodist 
Women  and  speaks  to  the  diversity  of 
heritage,  perspective  and  talent  of  our 
varied  constituency.  The  theme  is  also 
suggestive  of  birth,  life  and  Pentecost 
which  are  symbolic  of  the  possibilities 
for  newness  found  in  the  new  organi¬ 
zation.” 

The  program  is  to  include  drama, 
plenary  session  speakers,  a  multi- 
media  presentation,  music  and  worship 
experiences,  various  kinds  of  small 
groups,  and  Bible  study  via  television. 
The  closing  is  expected  to  be  a  service 
of  Holy  Communion  led  by  United 
Methodist  ministers  who  are  women. 

As  in  the  case  of  former  Assem¬ 
blies,  United  Methodist  Women  will 
be  invited  to  participate  in  a  special 
offering.  The  Committee  has  desig¬ 
nated  the  1973  offering  for  “Training 
of  women  for  Christian  leadership,” 
with  the  funds  intended  to  “enable 
women  to  use  their  gifts  in  the  church.” 
The  offering  will  include  not  only  what 
is  given  by  those  at  the  Cincinnati 
event  but  by  United  Methodist  Women 
through  their  units  beforehand,  for 
presentation  at  the  Assembly.  The 
1970  Assembly  offering  totaled  more 
than  $92,000. 

Chairperson  of  the  Assembly  Com¬ 
mittee  is  Mrs.  C.  Clifford  Cummings, 
Dixon,  Ill.,  president  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  The  Committee  includes  for 


the  first  time  not  only  Division  mem¬ 
bers  and  staff  but  women  on  the  an¬ 
nual  conference,  district  and  local 
church  level  —  this  in  an  attempt  to 
answer  pleas  for  more  “grassroots” 
input.  Some  of  the  program  emphases 
and  tentative  plans  are  in  response  to 
ideas  from  annual  conference  organi¬ 
zations  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Guests  are  to  include  50  mission¬ 
aries  and/or  overseas  nationals  of  the 
World  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  50  deaconesses  and 
home  missionaries  of  the  Board’s  Na¬ 
tional  Division,  plus  various  national 
and  international  United  Methodist 
officials. 

The  Assembly  Committee  is  work¬ 
ing  on  plans  for  what  it  calls  “antici¬ 
patory  involvement”  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  members  in  pre-Assem- 
bly  activities. 

t 

METHODISTS  NAME  2  WOMEN 
TO  A  COMMISSION  OFFICE 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Two  women 
have  been  chosen  to  fill  a  single  post 
as  executive  secretary  of  the  new  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women. 

They  are  Judith  Learning  Elmer  of 
Chicago  and  Nancy  Grissom  Self  of 
Long  Beach,  Calif.  Both  are  wives  of 
clergymen. 

The  commission  was  authorized  in 
April,  1972,  by  the  denomination’s 
legislating  General  Conference. 

It  has  43  members  who  are  authori¬ 
zed  to  foster  “an  awareness  of  prob¬ 
lems  and  issues  related  to  status  and 
role  of  women  with  special  reference 
to  full  participation  in  the  total  life  of 
the  church  at  least  commensurate  with 
total  membership.” 

Of  10.3  million  United  Methodists, 
some  54  per  cent  are  women. 

No  headquarters  has  yet  been  se¬ 
lected  for  the  commission  office.  When 
a  site  is  chosen,  Ms.  Elmer  and  Ms. 
Self  will  work  in  the  same  place,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Barbara  Thompson  of  Sil¬ 
ver  Springs,  Md.,  president  of  the 
commission. 

The  president  stressed  that  “there 
is  one  executive  secretary  with  a  two- 
member  team  in  the  office,  not  two 
executive  secretaries.” 

Ms.  Elmer  of  Chicago  has  been  on 
the  faculty  of  Central  YMCA  Com¬ 
munity  College  for  two  years.  She  is 
a  former  Peace  Corps  volunteer  in 
Korea,  and  is  lay  leader  of  the  Parish 
of  the  Holy  Covenant  (United  Meth¬ 
odist)  in  Chicago. 

The  daughter  of  a  clergyman,  her 
husband  is  the  Rev.  Donald  Elmer,  a 
North  Dakota  pastor  presently  work¬ 
ing  in  Chicago.  They  have  no  children. 

Ms.  Self  has  been  coordinator  of 
the  Counseling  Center  and  part-time 
teacher  at  the  University  of  Califor¬ 
nia  at  Long  Beach  since  1970.  Her 
husband,  the  Rev.  Norman  D.  Self,  is 
a  campus  minister  at  the  university. 
They  have  no  ehildren. 

A  former  Wesley  Foundation  direc¬ 
tor  at  Long  Beach  State  College,  she 
has  been  a  church  youth  director  and 
head  of  adult  ministries  at  the  Long 
Beach  United  Methodist  church. 

Ms.  Self  is  a  native  of  Akron.  She 
received  a  master  of  theology  decree 
from  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont,  Calif, 


WORLD  DAY 
OF  PRAYER  SERVICES 

Covington  women  from  the  Baptist, 
Episcopal,  Lutheran,  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  Churches  joined  in  ob¬ 
serving  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  in 
Christ  Episcopal  Church. 

Lafayette:  two  W.D.P.  services  were 
held,  the  morning  program  was  at 
Grace  Presbyterian  Church  and  the 
evening  service  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  Rev.  Richard  Spell¬ 
man  was  the  speaker. 

Lake  Charles:  Church  Women 
United  sponsored  the  Day  of  Prayer 
observance  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Program  chairmen  were  Mrs. 
M.  T.  Fairchild  and  Mrs.  Howard 
Carter.  Participants  included  Mrs. 
James  Addison,  from  Our  Lady  Queen 
of  Heaven  Catholic  Church,  with  Mrs. 
James  Porter,  Mrs.  Charles  Perkins 
and  Mrs.  George  Chastain.  Mrs.  La- 
piar  Robertson  was  soloist. 

Blackwater  United  Methodists  were 
host  to  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  ob¬ 
servance. 

Monroe:  The  Rev.  James  Stovall, 
pastor  of  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  the  speaker  for  the  Day 
of  Prayer  held  at  St.  Paul’s  Church. 
Children’s  services  were  held  at  3:30 
p.m,  at  First  Presbyterian  and  South- 
side  United  Methodist  Churches.  Allen 
Chapel  was  host  to  an  evening  pro¬ 
gram 

Welsh:  The  First  Baptist  Church 
was  host  to  prayer  services  attended 
by  members  of  the  Presbyterian  and 
United  Methodist  Churches. 

Golden  Meadow  United  Methodist 
Church  held  the  World  Day  of  Prayer 
program  for  churches  of  that  area. 

Greater  New  Orleans:  Eleven  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  to  accommodate  area 
churches  for  World  Day  of  Prayer, 
t 

AT  RIGHT: 

Mrs.  Nannie  Bond,  at  left,  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  Special  Membership  by 

Mrs.  Cornelia  Bond  in  behalf  of  the 

Montpelier  Women’s  Society.  Mrs. 

Bond  was  retiring  after  serving  as 

WSCS  president  for  eight  years. 


News  in  Brief 

MRS.  GLYNN  WHITTEN  is  the  new 
chairman  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 
for  the  Morningside  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Shreveport.  F.  E.  Smith 
is  president  of  the  Administrative 
Board.  The  Rev.  Garland  Dean,  Jr. 
is  pastor. 

THE  CHAPEL  CHOIR  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
traveled  to  Galveston,  Texas,  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  rock  opera  “Godspell”  in 
the  First  United  Church  there  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Feb.  18. 

THE  JONESBORO  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  host  to  the  Covenant 
Handbell  Choir  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  El  Dorado,  Ark., 
Feb.  25.  The  group  is  directed  by  Mrs. 
Gordon  Betenbaugh.  The  Jonesboro 
minister  is  the  Rev.  Dan  Tohline. 

MISS  NORMA  JEAN  LOCKE,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Chancel  Choir  in  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  at  Shreveport, 
was  chosen  as  guest  conductor  of  spe¬ 
cial  music  by  combined  choirs  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Feb.  18.  Chancel  Choir  offi¬ 
cers  are  Don  Kessler,  president;  David 
James,  vice-president;  Phyllis  Madden, 
secretary-treasurer;  Jane  Lancaster,  li¬ 
brarian;  and  Barbara  Stoker,  member¬ 
ship. 
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7^e  SuK€t€Uf  Sc^mC 


(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C,  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  —  March,  April  and  M<^  —  under  the  general 
topic:  “Affirmations  of  Our  Laith.” ) 


LESSON  FOR  MARCH  18: 


Man  Has  Gone  Astray 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Genesis  3:1-19; 
Psalms  14:1-3;  Jeremiali  10:23;  17:9-10;  Romans 
1:28  ttarough  2:24. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  And  we  like  sheep  have 
gone  astray;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  lus  own 
way.  (Isai^  53:6) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  consider  man’s  revolt 
against  God  and  its  tr^c  consequences. 

*  *  * 

The  lessons  of  the  last  two  Sundays  have  out¬ 
lined  the  plans  and  provisions  which  God  the  Crea¬ 
tor  made  for  man’s  welfare  and  development.  He 
created  a  world  that  was  filled  with  exciting  pos¬ 
sibilities  and  God  saw  that  it  was  good.  He  endowed 
man  with  the  power  of  choice  and  commissioned 
him,  “To  be  fruitful  and  multiply  and  fill  the  earth 
and  subdue  it.”  Here  was  a  perfect  pattern  for 
growth  and  full  development. 

4:  ^ 

THE  PERIL  OF  FREEDOM 

When  God  gave  to  man  the  gift  of  freedom,  He 
took  a  terrific  risk.  In  infinitely  smaller  terms,  par¬ 
ents  take  a  comparable  chance  when  a  child  is 
brought  into  the  world.  This  child  may  bring  to  them 
an  abundance  of  joy  and  satisfaction  or  he  may 
break  their  hearts.  There  has  probably  never  been  a 
time  in  any  part  of  the  world  when  so  much  freedom 
of  thought  and  action  was  given  to  the  individual  as 
is  the  case  in  our  country  today. 

“Permissiveness”  in  the  realm  of  behavior  which 
was  scarcely  dreamed  of  a  generation  ago  has  be¬ 
come  commonplace.  But  has  it  brought  an  increased 
degree  of  dependable  happiness? 

The  reply  is  obvious  in  all  directions.  Drug  ad¬ 
diction,  alcoholism,  broken  homes,  violence,  crime, 
an  increasing  suicide  rate  and  other  indications  of 
deep  personal  and  corporate  disturbance  give  a  de¬ 
cidedly  negative  answer  to  this  question.  One  writer 
comments,  “Modern  man  knows  everything  about 
life  except  how  to  live  it.” 

To  the  Galatian  Christians  Paul  wrote,  “Breth¬ 
ren,  you  were  called  to  freedom,  only  do  not  use 
your  freedom  as  an  opportunity  for  the  flesh.”  In 
surrender  to  Christ,  this  great  apostle  found  real 
freedom  —  the  freedom  which  he  had  searched  for 
through  obedience  to  the  Law.  Fellowship  with  the 
Living  Lord  had  set  him  free  from  the  law  of  sin 
and  death.  And  so  we  are  able  to  examine  the  re¬ 
sults  of  Man’s  rebellion  against  God  in  the  light  of  a 
“Love  that  will  not  let  us  go.”  The  Christian  hope 
is  that  man  wUl  yet  learn  that  he  who  loses  his  life 
for  Christ’s  sake  really  finds  it. 

*  *  * 


THE  SIN  OF  PRIDE 

And  then  something  disastrous  happened.  The 
man  whom  God  had  made  rebelled  and  refused  to 
live  according  to  the  pattern  which  God  had  chosen 
for  him.  For  a  long  time  it  was  an  enigma  to  me  as 
to  why  God  should  have  forbidden  the  man  whom 
he  had  created  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil.  It  would  have  seemed  that  this  was 
precisely  the  knowledge  that  God  wanted  man  to 
have.  And  then  a  footnote  in  the  Jerusalem  Bible 
gave  me  an  insight  into  the  deeper  meaning  of  this 
restriction.  The  word  “knowledge”  as  used  here 
really  means  the  right  to  determine  what  is  right  and 
what  is  wrong.  This  authority  belongs  only  to  God 
but  man  insisted  on  making  it  his  own.  “It  is  the 
power  of  deciding  for  himself  what  is  good  and 
what  is  evil  and  of  acting  accordingly,  a  claim  to 
complete  moral  independence  by  which  man  refuses 
to  recognize  his  status  as  a  created  being.  The  first 
sin  was  an  attack  on  God’s  sovereignty,  a  sin  of 
pride.  This  rebellion  is  described  in  concrete  terms 
as  a  transgression  of  an  express  command  of  God 
for  which  the  text  uses  the  image  of  a  forbidden 
fruit.” 

♦  * 

THE  LOSS  OF  INNER  PEACE 

When  man  rejected  God’s  will  for  his  life  two 
woeful  consequences  followed.  The  first  of  these  is 
that  he  lost  his  sense  of  inner  peace.  The  great 
Christian  thinker  St.  Augustine  summarized  God’s 
will  for  us  when  he  wrote,  “Thou  hast  made  us  for 
Thyself  and  our  hearts  are  restless  until  they  find 
rest  in  Thee.”  When  man  becomes  disobedient  to 
God’s  will  for  his  life  he  may  acquire  many  things 
upon  which  the  world  places  high  value  but  one 
thing  is  beyond  his  reach.  He  cannot  enjoy  the 
blessing  of  unfailing  peace  with  himself. 

We  must  look  briefly,  at  the  Christian  concep¬ 
tion  of  this  word  “peace.”  It  does  not  mean  that 
the  Christian  will  always  be  free  from  any  sense  of 
dissatisfaction  or  anxiety  or  grief.  That  would  be 
a  subnormal  type  of  existence  and  would  rule  out 
the  possibility  of  genuine  sympathy  with  the  hurts 
and  misfortunes  of  others.  But  it  does  mean  that 
in  all  of  these  distressing  experiences  there  is  al¬ 
ways  the  confident  assurance  that,  “In  all  things 
God  works  for  good  with  those  who  love  him.”  For 
this  reason  he  is  sure  that  even  his  trials  can  be  the 
means  of  developing  endurance  and  maturity.  In  a 
word,  this  is  the  peace  that  Christ  had  in  mind 
when  He  said  to  his  disciples,  “Peace  I  leave  with 
you;  My  peace  I  give  to  you;  not  as  the  world 
gives  do  I  give  to  you.  Let  not  your  hearts  be 
troubled,  neither  let  them  be  afraid.” 


When  this  peace  is  forfeited  by  disobedience,  is 
there  a  way  to  recover  it?  This  is  a  question  we 
shall  be  discussing  more  fully  in  a  later  lesson,  but 
it  should  be  said  that  there  is  a  way  of  return  and 
that  this  recovery  is  what  most  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  is  about.  Paul  put  it  this  way,  “Therefore, 
since  we  are  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with 
God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  (Romans  5:1) 
When  through  repentance  and  forgiveness  right  re¬ 
lations  with  God  through  Christ  have  been  restored 
the  peace  that  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take 
away  becomes  our  Father’s  gracious  gift. 


*  *  * 

NO  TRUE  BROTHERHOOD 
WITHOUT  GOD’S  FATHERHOOD 

The  second  penalty  that  follows  from  the  act 
when  man  demands  his  own  way  rather  than  ac¬ 
cepting  God’s  plan  for  his  life  is  that  he  abandons 
his  normal  brotherly  relationship  with  his  fellow- 
man.  As  the  writer  of  the  Book  of  Genesis  tells  the 
story,  it  was  not  long  after  this  first  act  of  disobed¬ 
ience  before  Adam’s  son,  Cain,  became  angry  with 
his  brother,  Abel,  and  murdered  him.  When  God  in¬ 
quired  of  Cain  about  his  brother,  his  arrogant  reply 
was  “Am  I  my  brother’s  keeper?”  This  was  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  man’s  refusal  to  recognize  his  unceasing 
responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  every  child  of  God. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  his  violent  expression  of 
hatred  and  gre^  through  such  inhuman  practices 
as  slavery,  exploitation,  and  ever-recurring  wars. 

\\Tien  we  affirm  our  faith  in  the  words  of  the 
Korean  Creed  we  say,  “We  believe  in  the  brother¬ 
hood  of  man  under  the  Fatherhood  of  God.”  There 
is  really  no  other  dependable  foundation  upon 
which  the  experience  of  genuine  brotherhood  can 
rest.  Conversely,  when  the  concept  of  Fatherhood 
embraces  all  of  the  people  of  all  of  the  races  the 
recognition  of  brotherhood  is  inevitable.  History 
bears  no  more  positive  witness  to  any  fact  than  that 
when  a  nation,  large  or  small,  loses  its  awareness 
of  the  reality  and  the  presence  of  God  it  suffers, 
without  escape,  the  doom  of  inner  corruption  and 
of  utter  collapse.  Again  and  again  through  the 
Scriptures  the  warning  is  sounded,  “Beware  lest 
Thou  forget  the  Lord  Thy  God  in  not  keeping  his 
commandments.”  There  is  no  greater  public  obliga¬ 
tion  upon  the  individual  Christian  or  upon  the 
Church  than  that  of  helping  to  keep  this  country 
of  ours  from  forgetting  that  it  is,  “One  nation  under 
God.” 

In  the  lessons  that  follow  we  shall  be  examining 
the  ways  that  God,  through  Christ,  has  provided 
for  man’s  escape  from  his  self-inflicted  bondage. 

t 


PAGE  EIGHT 


MARCH  8,  1973 


from  page  three 


POWER  IN  THE  CHURCH 


longer  like  sheep,  they  will  leave  the 
churches,  or  create  their  own.  Many 
churches  still  try  to  keep  their  young¬ 
er  members  by  bribing  them  with 
programmes  and  buildings,  and  park¬ 
ing  lots,  and  nurseries,  when  what  they 
really  want  and  need  is  to  get  in  on 
church  action  in  a  really  significant 
way. 

For  years  the  laity  have  taken  the 
power  structures  of  the  Church  on 
faith.  Now  it  is  time  for  the  power 
structures  of  the  Church  to  share  the 
power,  and  take  the  laity  on  faith.  Ad¬ 
mittedly,  at  this  stage  in  our  history  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  do  this  myself  in 
some  areas  of  our  country!  But  I  do 
believe  that  an  educated  and  informed 
laity  can  exercise  responsible  power 
and  influence,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  start  restructuring  the  churches  to 


Summer  study- 
travel  seminar 
for  youth 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  A 
six-week  study-travel  seminar  in  South¬ 
east  Asia  is  being  planned  this  sum¬ 
mer  for  United  Methodist  youth. 

Sponsored  by  the  Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion  unit  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
in  cooperation  with  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  tour  is  expected  to  involve  15 
young  persons  between  the  ages  of  16 
and  20. 

U.S.  leaders  for  the  seminar  will  be 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Courtoy, 
Nashville,  Mr.  Courtoy  is  director  of 
senior  high  ministries  in  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Section  on  Local  Church 
Education. 

An  Asian  and  a  missionary  couple 
who  have  lived  in  Southeast  Asia  will 
join  the  tour  overseas. 

The  group  will  assemble  at  Stony 
Point,  N.Y.,  June  26  and  will  leave 
June  30.  Major  visits  will  be  in  Bang¬ 
kok,  the  Malay  Peninsula,  Sumatra, 
Singapore,  and  Sarawak.  The  group 
will  return  to  the  U.S.  August  8. 

Three  similar  study-travel  seminars 
have  been  held  in  previous  years:  Latin 
America,  1969;  Southeast  Asia,  1970; 
and  India  and  Nepal,  1972. 

Persons  interested  in  the  tour  may 
write  Miss  Titus  at  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 
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Doctrinal  Materials 
Committee  organizes 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMI)  —  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon  of  Atlanta  has 
been  elected  chairman  of  a  United 
Methodist  commission  set  up  by  the 
1972  General  Conference  to  edit  re¬ 
source  materials  on  doctrines  and  doc¬ 
trinal  standards. 

Prof.  Clarice  M.  Bowman  of  Ban¬ 
gor  (Maine)  Theological  Seminary  was 
named  secretary  of  the  12-member 
body  which  was  elected  by  the  General 
Conference.  Bishop  Cannon  said  the 
group  will  now  begin  work  on  an  an¬ 
thology  of  materials  for  use  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  illustrating  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  doctrines  and  doctrinal  stan¬ 
dards. 


find  what  the  laity  need  in  this  direc¬ 
tion,  and  then  give  it  to  them. 

The  decision-makers 

In  the  first  place,  we  ought  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  decision-making  within 
the  Church  ought  to  start  at  the  local 
church  level.  We  have  to  make  deci¬ 
sions  to  change  responsibility  (and  we 
have  to  achieve  some  understanding 
of  the  compromises  we  may  have  to 
accept)  but  change  in  the  Church  must 
come  from  the  grass  roots  up.  And 
this  ought  to  result  in  more  of  a  part¬ 
nership,  a  really  equal  relationship  be¬ 
tween  clergy  and  laity.  And  this  must 
move  from  the  local  to  the  episcopal 
and  national  levels  in  our  Church.  The 
people  of  God,  the  people  in  our 
churches,  need  their  latent  power  to 


United  Theological  Seminary,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio  will  host  a  three-day  dia¬ 
logue  with  Jews  and  Christians  from 
April  25-27,  1973.  The  convocation 
is  being  sponsored  jointly  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Inter-religious  Affairs  of 
the  American  Jewish  Committee;  the 
United  Methodist  Division  of  Ecu¬ 
menical  and  Interreligious  Concerns, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  and  Uni¬ 
ted  Theological  Seminary. 

The  convocation  will  be  based  on 
the  dialogue  concept  with  the  speakers 
and  participants  engaged  in  dialogue 
throughout  the  convocation.  Rabbi 
Marc  Tanenbaum  and  Rabbi  A. 
James  Rudin,  director  and  assistant 
director  of  the  Department  of  Inter¬ 
religious  Affairs  of  the  American- 
Jewish  Committee  will  be  the  leading 
spokesmen  for  the  Jewish  community. 


be  organised,  so  that  they  can  have 
an  influence  on  our  church  institutions 
that  can  influence  the  world. 

Second:  there  is  no  real  place  in  our 
churches  for  a  large  degree  of  secrecy. 
There’s  nothing  really  wrong  about 
washing  our  dirty  linen  in  public.  How 
else  are  we  going  to  get  it  really 
clean?  I  think  that  a  good  strong 
church  conference  can  survive  good, 
strong  controversy  on  the  conference 
floor.  When  I  visit  a  meeting  and  see 
everything  slide  through  in  a  smooth, 
namby-pamby  way,  then  I  feel  that 
we  are  accomplishing  nothing  for  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

After  all,  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  what  causes  us  to  care  about 
the  problems  of  our  neighbor.  It  is 
God  who  is  pushing  us  to  get  on  with 
things,  moving  us  to  be  movers  in  our 


Dr.  Robert  Huston,  Director,  Division 
on  Ecumenical  and  Inter-religious 
Concerns,  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Dean  and  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Systematic  Theology,  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  will  be 
the  dialogue  leaders  for  the  Christian 
perspective. 

Dr.  Eric  Friedland,  Professor  of 
Judaic  Studies  at  United,  and  Dr.  Har¬ 
old  Platz,  Professor  of  Biblical  Liter¬ 
ature  at  United,  are  teaching  a  course 
in  Jewish-Christian  Dialogue  and  as¬ 
sisting  in  the  convocation  plans. 

Registration  for  the  convocation 
will  be  limited  to  400  participants  and 
those  participants  will  be  asked  to 
commit  themselves  for  the  full  time 
of  the  convocation.  It  is  hoped  to  have 
a  good  mix  of  Jews  and  Christians, 


day  and  generation.  We  ought  to  have 
power  and  influence,  so  that  we  can 
fulfill  our  Christian  commitment.  The 
central  problem  of  a  rich  young  ruler 
wasn’t  that  he  had  power,  but  that  he 
wasn’t  willing  to  use  it  when  it  was 
needed.  His  power  allowed  him  to 
love  himself  rather  than  love  God.  It 
was  something  to  hold  on  to  rather 
than  use  for  the  Kingdom. 

The  AUDENSHAW  PAPERS  are 
available  by  subscription  to: 

Mr.  Frank  P.  Foster,  Jr. 
AUDENSHAW  PAPERS 
174  Scituate  Street 
Arlington,  Mass.  02174 
Cost:  $2.75  per  year  for  nine  is¬ 
sues’.  Checks  should  be  made  payable 
to  the  AUDENSHAW  FOUNDA¬ 
TION. 
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Former  Scarritt 
president  to  head 
research  post 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  Dr. 
Gerald  H.  Anderson,  president  of  Scar¬ 
ritt  College  since  July  1,  1970,  has 
been  named  a  senior  research  associate 
at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.Y. 

Dr.  Anderson,  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  who  served  for  10  years  as 
a  missionary  teacher  and  administrator 
in  the  Philippines  before  coming  to 
Scarritt,  will  head  a  Southeast  Asia 
Program  at  Cornell  and  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  a  study  of  the  dynamics  of 
change  and  modernization  in  contem¬ 
porary  Southeast  Asian  societies,  giving 
special  attention  to  political  develop¬ 
ments. 

Dr.  Anderson  is  an  authority  on 
Southeast  Asian  affairs.  His  books  in¬ 
clude  “Studies  in  Philippines  Church 
History,”  “The  Theology  of  Christian 
Mission,”  and  “Christ  and  Crisis  in 
Southeast  Asia,” 

He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Foundation  for  Theo¬ 
logical  Education  in  Southeast  Asia. 
While  in  the  Philippines  he  was  pro¬ 
fessor  of  church  history  and  ecumenics 
at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Manila. 
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News  in  Brief 

The  Rev.  Harry  S.  Komuro,  a  staff 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  pre¬ 
decessor  agencies  since  1963,  has  been 
appointed  pastor  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Honolulu. 
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pastors  and  rabbis,  lay  persons  and 
students.  Meals  will  be  served  both  on 
the  campus  of  United  Theological 
Seminary  and  Beth  Abraham  Temple 
with  all  meals  being  served  kosher. 

The  convocation  takes  on  added 
significance  in  view  of  the  adoption  at 
the  1972  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  the  statement 
Bridge  in  Hope  which  is  included  in 
the  official  book  of  Resolutions  and 
speaks  specifically  to  the  common 
roots  of  Judaism  and  Christianity  and 
the  need  for  conversations  together. 


A  NEW  CONCEPT  IN  COMMUNICATION  FOR  UNITED  METHODISTS 


curncuphone 


A  unique,  toll-free  long  distance 
service  has  been  launched  to  provide 
interested  persons  an  opportunity  to 
ask  questions,  Seek  assistance,  express 
opinions,  make  suggestions,  and 
learn  more  about  United  Methodist 
Church  school  curriculum  resources. 

From  8  A.M.  to  4  P.M.  (Central  Time) 
Monday  through  Friday,  specially 
trained  personnel  will  be  ready  to 
answer  questions  or  refer  the  caller  to 
other  persons  for  more  information. 
Calls  made  at  other  times  will  be  elec¬ 
tronically  recorded  and  return  calls 
placed  as  soon  as  possible  during  the 
next  working  day. 


Curric-u-phone  is  available  to  persons 
in  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  and  all  states  east  of  these 
with  the  exception  of  the  New 
England  states  beyond  New  York.  The 
service  is  expected  to  be  expanded 
later  to  include  the  entire  United 
States. 

CURRIC-U-PHONE 


Call  1-800  251-8417  Toll  free 

Tennessee  residents  are  asked  to  call; 
615-749-6482  collect 


United  Theological  Seminary  to 
host  Jewish-Christian  Convocation 
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Jurisdiction’s  Council  on  Ministries  considers 
additional  uses  for  Mt.  Sequoyah  facilities 


OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  (UMI) 
— Steps  that  are  expected  to  result  in 
an  increased  use  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s  Mt. 
Sequoyah  Assembly  in  Fayetteville, 
Ark.,  were  approved  by  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  Council  on  Ministries  (COM) 
here  Feb.  21-22. 

In  other  actions,  the  COM  approved 
program  priorities  and  budget  for  the 
remainder  of  1973  and  1974,  resched¬ 
uled  a  minorities  convocation  for  this 
autumn,  and  reviewed  a  wide  range 
of  projects  either  completed  or  in  the 
planning  stages. 

The  moves  relative  to  Mt.  Sequoyah 
came  in  response  to  a  number  of  pos¬ 
sibilities  suggested  by  the  assembly’s 
trustees  for  greater  utilization  of  the 
facilities.  Changes  in  jurisdiction  pro¬ 
gramming  have  been  responsible  for 
the  decreased  use,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

Included  in  the  actions  was  approv¬ 
al  of  a  program  committee  for  Mt. 
Sequoyah  made  up  of  three  COM 
members,  three  trustees,  the  executive 
director  of  the  jurisdiction  and  the  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  assembly. 

In  addition,  it  is  expected  that  the 
facilities  also  will  be  made  available  to 
other  church-related  organizations 
when  not  in  use  otherwise. 

A  request  from  the  assembly  trus¬ 
tees  that  Mt.  Sequoyah  be  made  the 


central  office  of  the  jurisdiction  and 
that  more  jurisdictional  conferences, 
consultations  and  other  events  be  held 
there  was  referred  to  a  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Personnel  without  recommenda¬ 
tion. 

While  no  position  was  taken  in  the 
formal  action,  discussion  of  the  rec- 
dmmendation  indicated  little  support 
among  COM  members  for  such  a  step. 

Present  office  of  the  jurisdiction  is 
here.  The  Joint  Committee  on  Person¬ 
nel,  which  includes  representatives  of 
COM  and  the  South  Central  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  is 
presently  seeking  a  successor  to  Dr. 
Morris  who  will  retire  this  summer. 

Sent  back  to  the  trustees  for  their 
further  consideration  was  a  possible 
exploration  of  use  of  the  facilities  for 
such  things  as  college  extension  pro¬ 
grams  in  religion  provided  by  United 
Methodist-related  institutions. 

The  COM  endorsed  June  25-28  as 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  celebration  of 
Mt.  Sequoyah.  The  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  College  of  Bishops  will  meet 
there  in  connection  with  the  event  and 
the  annual  Willson  Lectures  are  also' 
expected  to  be  scheduled  at  that  time, 
along  with  other  special  program  fea¬ 
tures. 

Commenting  on  the  decreased  use 
as  a  result  of  programming  changes, 
Dr.  Morris  said  that  the  present  style 
is  to  hold  more  training  enterprises  on 


a  regional  basis  within  the  eight-state 
region  rather  than  one  session  for  the 
entire  jurisdiction. 

In  a  final  action  involving  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  the  COM  voted  to  hold  its 
autumn  session  there  Oct.  11-12  in 
conjunction  with  the  Minorities  Con¬ 
vocation.  The  Rev.  Bruce  P.  Blake, 
Wichita,  Kans.,  chairman  of  the  COM, 
said  the  convocation  originally  had 
been  scheduled  for  mid-February,  but 
had  to  be  postponed  because  not  all 
the  minority  caucuses  had  completed 
their  meetings. 

A  pro^am  and  administrative  bud¬ 
get  totaling  some  $28,000  was  ap¬ 
proved  for  the  remainder  of  1973  and 
about  $18,500  was  voted  for  1974  with 
additional  expenditures  expected  to  be 
accepted  at  the  October  meeting. 

One  of  the  largest  items  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  budget  approved  for  each  year 
of  the  quadrennium  is  $10,500  for  the 
United  Methodist  series  of  the  Protest¬ 
ant  Hour  radio  program.  The  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  and  the  Television, 
Radio  and  Film  Communications 
(TRAFCO)  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  also  support  the 
series. 

Other  major  projects  scheduled  dur¬ 
ing  the  quadrennium  include  a  series 
of  training  enterprises  to  increase  the 
consciousness  of  the  jurisdiction  to¬ 
ward  urban  ministries  and  a  history  of 
ethnic  minorities  within  the  region.  It 


was  noted  that  the  South  Central  Jur¬ 
isdiction  includes  a  substantial  number 
of  three  or  four  ethnic  and  racial  min¬ 
orities  in  the  denomination — Mexican- 
Americans,  blacks  and  American  In¬ 
dians. 

Also  included  for  1973-74  are  lab¬ 
oratory  training  schools  for  all  age 
levels,  workshops  on  camping,  sessions 
for  district  councils  on  ministries,  an 
updating  of  resources  available  at  the 
general  church  level  for  use  in  local 
churches,  and  a  conference  on  ecumen¬ 
ical  mission. 

Communications  projects  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  stages,  in  addition  to  support  of 
the  Protestant  Hour,  include  a  pro¬ 
jected  newswriting  workshop  for  pas¬ 
tors,  some  experimental  TV  projects, 
an  African  seminar,  development  of  a 
resource  system  for  local  chmches,  and 
additional  workshops  on  cable  televi¬ 
sion. 

In  a  closing  action,  the  COM  voiced 
its  appreciation  to  Dr.  Morris  for  his 
service  to  the  jurisdiction  since  assum¬ 
ing  the  executive  secretary’s  post  in 
1960.  It  is  expected  that  his  successor 
will  be  chosen  in  mid-April  to  take 
office  this  summer. 

Officers  of  the  SCJ  Council  on 
Ministries,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Blake, 
include  the  Rev.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  Lub¬ 
bock,  Texas,  vice-chairman,  and  Mrs. 
Rubye  Jones,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  secre¬ 
tary. 
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New  Board  of  Discipleship  outlines  tasks^  makes  staff  assignments 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  — The 
95-member  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship,  one  of  four  major  pro¬ 
gram  boards  of  the  church,  met  here 
Feb.  20-23  for  the  first  time  since  its 
organization  last  October. 

Most  of  the  three-day  meeting  was 
spent  outlining  basic  tasks,  reviewing 
programs  of  the  former  units  which 
comprise  the  new  board,  developing 
internal  structure,  and  making  staff 
assignments. 

Presiding  over  sessions  of  the  board 
was  its  president.  Bishop  W.  Kenneth 
Goodson,  Richmond,  Va.  Vice  presi¬ 
dents  and  chairmen  of  the  board’s 
three  divisions  are:  James  F.  W.  Tal¬ 
ley,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Lay  Life  and 
Work;  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  Des 
Moines,  la..  Division  of  Education; 
and  the  Rev.  Edward  L.  Duncan,  Lake 
Orion,  Mich.,  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Stewardship  and  Worship.  Mrs.  Char¬ 
les  N.  Gilreath,  Sulphur  Springs,  Tex., 
is  secretary  of  the  Board. 

Among  its  first  actions  the  board 
unanimously  nominated  Dr.  Melvin  G. 
Talbert,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Long  Beach  (Calif.)  District,  as  gen¬ 
eral  secretary.  Dr.  Talbert,  the  first 
black  to  head  a  major  program  board 
of  the  church,  will  be  formally  elected 
by  the  church’s  Council  on  Ministries 
in  March.  A  service  of  investiture  and 
a  celebration  of  worship  is  being  plan¬ 
ned  for  Dr.  Talbert  in  Nashville  July 
11. 

Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts  was  elected 
editor  of  church  school  publications 
and  Dr.  Wilson  O.  Weldon  was  elected 


editor  of  The  Upper  Room. 

Elected  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  Division  was  Dr.  Howard  M. 
Ham.  Assistant  general  secretaries  of 
the  Division’s  Section  on  Local 
Church  Education  are:  the  Rev.  Thom¬ 
as  J.  Van  Loon,  Miss  Margie  Mc¬ 
Carty,  Dr.  James  E.  Alexander,  Dr.  T, 
Poe  Williams,  Dr.  Warren  J.  Hart¬ 
man,  Dr.  Wayne  M.  Lindecker,  Dr. 
George  E.  Koehler,  and  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
lard  A.  Williams. 

Elected  executive  editors  in  the  Di¬ 
vision’s  Section  on  Curriculum  Re¬ 
sources  were:  Dr.  Harold  L.  Fair,  the 
Rev.  Leo  N.  Kisrow,  the  Rev.  Richard 
H.  Rice,  Dr.  Horace  R.  Weaver,  and 
Mrs.  Gordon  L.  Lund. 

As  associate  general  secretary.  Dr. 
Ham  will  have  administrative  over¬ 
sight  of' the  Section  on  Local  Church 
Education  and  Dr.  Watts  will  have  ad¬ 
ministrative  oversight  of  the  Section 
on  Curriculum  Resources. 

Elected  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  Division  of  Evangelism,  Ste¬ 
wardship  and  Worship  was  Dr.  Ira 
Gallaway.  Assistant  general  secretaries 
in  evangelism  are  the  Rev.  Ross  E. 
Whetstone,  Jr.,  the  Rev.  Charles  D. 
Whittle,  Dr.  George  H.  Outen,  and  the 
Rev.  Reuben  P.  Job;  assistant  gener¬ 
al  secretaries  in  stewardship  are  the 
Rev.  Clifford  Lott  and  Gordon  Dan¬ 
ielson;  and  assistant  general  secretary 
in  worship  is  Dr.  David  J.  Randolph. 

Elected  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work 
was  Dr.  David  W.  Self.  Dr.  Self,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  former  Board  of 


the  Laity,  and  his  staff  are  moving 
to  Nashville  from  Evanston,  Ill.,  to 
become  a  part  of  the  new  board.  All 
other  units  were  already  located  in 
Nashville.  No  assistant  general  secre¬ 
taries  were  named  for  the  division  but 
staff  members  elected  were:  Sidney  R. 
Nichols,  Charles  Jaeger,  John  L. 
Hereford,  Charles  P.  Kellogg,  and  the 
Rev.  Richard  S.  Smith. 

During  the  opening  session  of  the 
board  meeting  a  position  paper  on 
“The  Theology  of  Discipleship”  was 
given  by  Dean  James  T.  Laney  of 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

-  Dr.  Laney  said  that  far  from  being 
a  set  of  rules  or  moralisms,  disciple¬ 
ship  involves  “grace  experienced  in 
vulnerability  as  seen  in  Paul,  Luther, 
Wesley  and  Christ’s  supreme  vulner¬ 
ability  on  the  cross.” 

“Discipleship  turns  our  attention 
away  from  ourselves,  outward  to  oth¬ 
ers  and  toward  Christ,  because  we 
cannot  be  disciples  without  a  Master,” 
he  said.  “In  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  discipleship  will  mean  many 
new  things,  but  first  we  must  find  and 
latch  on  to  the  source  of  power, 
through  making  ourselves  open  and 
vulnerable.” 

“Dreams”  for  the  board  were  voiced 
by  members  and  staff  as  they  grew 
out  of  discussion  in  table  groups. 
Spokespersons  for  about  15  such 
groups  reported.  The  “dreams,” 
though  varied,  focused  around  three 
broad,  general,  tentative  themes: 

1)  There  should  be  mutuality  of 


support  and  relationship  between  the 
board  and  the  local  church,  including 
much  two-way  communication.  “The 
board  should  have  ears  as  well  as  a 
mouth,”  one  group  said. 

2)  The  local  church  should  be  en¬ 
abled  and  empowered — ^laity  and  cler¬ 
gy  —  for  ministry,  mission  and  out¬ 
reach,  and  the  local  church  should  be 
a  loving  fellowship,  a  koinonia. 

3)  There  should  be  unity  of  purpose 
and  planning  in  the  board  but  respect 
and  room  for  diversities  of  heritage 
and  pluralism  of  function. 

In  later  actions,  coordination  of  age 
level  and  family  ministries  of  the  board 
was  lodged  in  the  Division  of  Lay  Life 
and  Work.  Although  the  specific  as¬ 
signment  of  age  level  ministry  staff 
has  not  been  decided,  interdivision 
task  forces  of  board  members  and  staff 
were  established. 

Chairmen  of  these  task  forces  are: 
children’s  ministries.  Dr.  James  Hares, 
Dallas,  Tex.;  youth  ministries,  David 
Harvin,  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.;  adult  min¬ 
istries,  Dr.  Grover  L.  Hartman,  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Ind.;  and  family  ministries. 
Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll,  Sr.,  Boston. 

A  unified  mailing  address  of  P.  O. 
Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202,  was 
agreed  upon  for  all  units  of  the  new 
board  except  the  Section  on  Curricu¬ 
lum  Resources  of  the  Division  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  The  Upper  Room. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  entire 
board  will  be  in  the  Washington,  D.C., 
area  Oct.  23-26,  1973. 
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Seventeen  men  of  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur,  during  recent  Sat¬ 
urday  morning  fellowship  breakfast,  discussed  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian  and  how  they  could  better  serve  their 
church  and  one  another.  The  Rev.  Walter  M.  Clarke  is  pastor. 

t 

LAKE  CHARLES  FESTIVAL 
TO  DEDICATE  ORGAN 

The  new  pipe  organ  in  University 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  will  be  dedicated  by  Bishop 
Finis  A,  Crutchfield  on  Sunday,  March 
18,  during  morning  worship.  A 
month’s  festival  of  music  is  scheduled. 

Ross  Wood  will  play  the  opening  re¬ 
cital  at  7  p.m.  On  March  25,  the 
Adult  and  Herald  Choirs  will  present 
an  Evening  of  Music.  On  April  1, 

Helen  Harris  will  play  a  recital  at  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Conference.  The 
Youth  Choir  will  present  a  Program 
of  Music,  April  8,  with  the  Bell  Choir 
from  First  Church. 

The  Rev,  Kenneth  R.  Read  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

t 

CORRECTION 

The  photos  which  appeared  on  page 
five  of  the  Feb.  22  issue  of  Louisiana 
Methodist,  featuring  the  Alexandria 
Art  Festival  sponsored  by  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  should  have  been  credit¬ 
ed  to  Mrs.  Ethel  Holloman,  Women’s 
Editor  of  the  Town  Talk  at  Alexan¬ 
dria.  Sorry! 
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Members  of  the  “Jesus  Festival  ’73“  committee  of  the  Central 
Louisiana  Ministerial  Association  include  (from  left)  Brother 
Mathias  Guzdzial,  St.  James  Catholic  church;  the  Rev.  R.  A. 
Hoffpauir,  Palestine  United  Methodist  church;  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Tabler,  First  Presbyterian  church,  chairman;  the  Rev.  Earl  Pro- 
venza,  Our  Lady  of  Prompt  Succor  Catholic,  and  Maj.  Lewis  H. 
Dunlap,  chaplain  from  England  Air  Force  Base.  The  April  19 
event  to  be  held  at  Maryhill  will  be  open  to  all  young  people  in 
the  area.  Another  Key  ’73  event  planned  by  the  ministerial  asso¬ 
ciation  is  a  ministers’  retreat  at  Maryhill  on  April  9  and  10. 
(Town  Talk  photo) 


Several  natives  of  India  and 
Pakistan  participated  in  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  Sunday  evening  mission 
series  on  “India”  at  First 
Church,  West  Monroe.  Shown 
here  with  Mrs.  Abbie  Leckie 
(center),  who  directed  the  study, 
are  Mr.  Onnikrishnan  of  New 
Delhi,  India,  and  the  Rev.  Mau¬ 
rice  Elahi  of  Pakistan.  The  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Peyton  is  minister. 


Denny  Duron  (center),  Louisiana  Tech  quarterback  spoke  to 
the  Cub  Scout  Pack  sponsored  by  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston,  at  their  annual  Blue  and  Gold  Banquet  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  22.  Shown  with  the  speaker  are  scout  lead¬ 
ers,  Frank  Dennis  and  Sonny  Wolfe.  The  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch, 
Jr.  is  pastor. 
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from  page  one 

KEY  73 


from  page  one 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE 


Way  Presbyterian  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  seminar  moderator;  the  Rev, 
Sale  Lilly,  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  State  Promo¬ 
tion  chairman. 

The  $10  registration  fee  should  be 
sent  to  Key  73  Seminar,  418  Olive 
St.,  St  Louis,  Mo.  63102,  Registra¬ 
tion  forms  are  available  from  District 
Secretaries  of  Evangelism  or  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  Sale  Lilly,  10.328  Jefferson 
Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70809. 

This  seminar  is  open  to  all  laymen 
and  clergymen  from  all  denomina¬ 
tions. 
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ENJOY  SWEET  ONIONS!!! 

NEW  BLUE  RIBBON  ASSORTMENT  —  600 
SWEET  ONION  PLANTS  WITH  FREE  PLANT¬ 
ING  GUIDE  $4.80  POSTPAID. 

TEXAS  ONION  PLANT  COMPANY 

“home  of  the  sweet  onion” 

One  Onion  Place,  Farmersville,  Texas  75031 
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LITTLE  GIANT 

The  name  to  remember  for 


FIBERGLASS 
SPIRES  CROSSES 
1  BAPTISTRIES 
!|||»  WATER  HEATERS 

Church  credit  plans  available. 

Free  colored  brochure. 

i  LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO.  I 

t  Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630  t 

I  Phone:  713-883-4246  t 
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attend,  which  in  1969,  the  date  of  the 
last  gathering,  totaled  32. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $37.50  per  per¬ 
son,  which  pays  for  food  and  lodging 
at  the  University,  plus  providing  for 
your  own  travel.  A  group  from  New 
Orleans  last  time  traveled  together  all 
the  way.  Effort  will  be  made  to  ar¬ 
range  for  a  bus  load  to  go,  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference, 
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WANTED 

Educational  Assistant  and  Youth  Worker 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Winnfield,  La. 

Young  woman  or  young  minister  with 
talents  in  music  or  youth  work 

Write  or  call  (318)  628-4542 
308  West  Main 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  Pastor 


EARN  UP  TO  $75D  PER  MONTH 

US.  POSTAGE 

STAMP  MACHINES 

•  Highest  Return  on  Your  Capital  •  NO  Selling  •  Manage  Your  Own  Business 

We  Obtain  Your  Locations.  Minimum  Cash  Investment  Of 
$1,595.00  —  up  to  $5,000.00  Secured  By  Equipment 

Juice  routes  also  available  from  $495  up 

•  WOMEN  OR  MEN  •  ANY  AGE  •  PArTTTF^E,  approximately  7  hrs.  pier  month 
•  NO  OVERHtAD  •  DEPRESSION  PROOF  •  REPEAT  INCOME 
New  Distributorships  Still  Available  In  Many  Areas  Throughout  This  State 
Send  References  |  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  INC.  Dept.  B. 

Name.  Address  and  I  300  Interstate  North,  N.W.  /  Atlanta,  Georgia  30339 
Phone  No.  to:  I  Interstate  1-75  and  1-285 


march  8,  1973 


PAGE  ELEVEN 


Methodist  Home  Visitor 

THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME 

Ruston,  Louisiana  Post  Office  Drawer  H  Telephone  255-5020 


Vol.  IX 


MARCH,  1973 


No.  3 


King  and  Queen  prince  and  Pr  incess 


Sweetheart  Party  Royalty 


Selections  were  made  by  secret  bal¬ 
lot  by  the  boys  and  girls  themselves. 
Mr.  DeVille,  in  the  center  of  the  pic¬ 
tures,  made  the  announcements  and 
presented  the  gifts  at  the  annual 
Sweetheart  Party.  This  was  one  of  our 


few  “dress  up”  occasions  and  you 
never  saw  a  finer  looking  bunch  of 
boys  and  girls.  The  party,  including 
refreshments,  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
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EASTER  LITERATURE 

We  depend  on  you  for  the  bulk  of 
our  operating  funds.  Most  of  you  re¬ 
spond  beautifully,  even  though  pro¬ 
gram  needs  and  continued  inflation 
keep  pushing  expenses  up. 

Leaflets  and  envelopes  will  be 
mailed  to  the  pastors  late  in  March. 
Individual  letters  will  be  mailed  to 
the  pastors  a  few  days  earlier.  If  pas¬ 
tors  do  not  receive  their  material  they 
are  requested  to  write  or  to  call.  Addi¬ 
tional  material  will  be  furnished  upon 
request. 

t 

HE  IS  OUR  PASTOR 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  Merrill 
take  an  intense  interest  in  the  youth 
from  the  Home.  They  go  the  second 
and  third  mile  in  coordinating  and 
cooperating  with  us.  Recently  they 
worked  with  us  in  scheduling  time  to 
have  a  meal  in  each  cottage,  getting 
to  know  us  all  on  a  more  personal 
basis.  We  at  the  Home  want  to  ex¬ 
press  our  love  and  our  appreciation 
to  the  Merrills.  Brother  Merrill  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  which 
we  attend. 
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GIRL  SCOUT  ACTIVITIES 


Our  Girl  Scouts,  announced  last 
month,  are  already  active.  We  show  a 
group  of  the  girls  busy  on  one  of 
their  projects. 
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TODAY’S  DISCIPLES 
Today’s  Disciples,  a  singing  and 
witnessing  team  of  youth  sponsored  by 
Trinity  Church  provided  our  Chapel 
service  February  21.  The  service  was 
both  beautiful  and  impressive.  It  was 
enjoyed  by  both  youth  and  staff.  Some 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  youth  are 
members  of  the  group. 
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...Into  League  'Play-off' 


The  girl’s  basketball  team  from 
MCH  made  it  into  the  City  League 
play-off,  but  lost  out  there.  The  Home 
also  fielded  three  boys  teams.  Partici¬ 
pation  in  the  League  provided  good 


recreation,  good  training,  and  a  sense 
of  valid  pride.  Shown  with  the  girls 
team  are  Mrs.  James  Jordan  and  Mr. 
Terrall  DeVille. 


EtALPH  T.  NORMAN 
by  Judith  and  W .  D .  Ballard 
TOM  FORD  PITTS 
by  Miss  Norma  Pitts 
C.  A.  CHATHAM 
by  Avice  and  Herman  Wilder 

F.  W.  HARRISON 

by  Mrs.  W.  E.  Brock 
C.  W.  SCOTT 

by  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church,  Marrero 
GODFREY  WARDROPE 
by  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church.  Marrero 
FLOYD  R.  ELDRED 
by  Mr .  8i  Mrs .  W .  A .  Parker 
MRS .  DOROTHY  INEICHEN 
by  Debbie  and  Frank  Hatch 
CHARLIE  CHATHAM 
by  Keith  and  Helen  Yeager  &  Boys 
MRS.  M.  M.  WARD 
by  Zola  Keoun 
TOM  F.  PITTS 

by  the  Faculty  of  Bethel  Christian 
School,  Ruston 
I  MRS.  E.  L.  SINCLAIR 

by  Mr.  SiMrs.  W.  T.  Armstrong 
A.  G.  POWELL 
by  J .  C .  Griffith.  Sr . 

C.  W.  SCOTT 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  E .  M  .  Moore 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  D.  E.  Nelson 
MRS.  HAZEL  M.  BUTLER 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Ott  Milam 
CHARLES  SISSON 

by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  Chester  W.  O'Qulnn, 
Jr. 

JACK  OLMSTED 

by  Mrs.  Jack  Olmsted  &  Children 
MRS .  IRENE  BOX 
by  Henry  E .  Blake 
MRS.  F.  L.  LOVE.  JR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  J.  C.  Ferguson,  Jr. 
Rev.  &  MRS.  E.  W.  CORLEY,  SR. 

by  Mrs  .  Culp  Smith 
DR.  O.  B.  OWEN 
by  "One  Whom  He  Helped" 

J.  LAMAR  RAY 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  G .  E .  Tebbetts 
MRS.  JESSIE  DAVY 
by  John  and  Sarah  McAdams 
JIM  DEASON 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tyrus  Pendergrass 
MRS.  NORMA  FARRAR 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs  .  Tyrus  Pendergrass 
EMILE  McMILLIAN 
by  Don  and  Maggie  Bickham 
OLIVER  BARR 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 
MRS .  BLANCHE  THOMAS 
by  the  Natchitoches  District  Ministers 
IRENE  BOX 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  E,  Carpenter 
MRS .  BLANCHE  THOMAS 
by  the  W.S.C.S.,  ManyU.M.C. 
by  United  Methodist  Church,  Campti 
MRS.  BESSIE  LANHART 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Manfred  Gustafson 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Bob  Gaumnitz 
MRS.  ERNEST  WRIGHT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  H.  Patterson, 

Mr.  &Mrs.  Swinfort  Navarre,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Townsend,  W.S.C.S, 
Rialto  United  Methodist  Church, 
California 
MARK  P.  KALB 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  H.  Vidler,  and 
The  Bank  of  Logansport,  Directors, 
Officers  &  Employees 
TOM  FORD  PITTS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  L .  P .  Dixon 
MRS.  MAMMIE  McKNIGHT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Southerland 
W.  S.  COCHRAN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Scotty  Robertson 
MRS.  C.  E.  HURD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Scotty  Robertson 
J.  W.  TILLEY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  L.  Sly 
ROBERT  C.  SCHURMAN 
by  W.  J.  Colbert 
MRS.  OLA  BUCK 
by  Mrs .  R.  T.  Enloe,  Jr. 

MRS.  C.  H.  NETTERVILLE 
by  The  Edwin  Preis  Family 
C.  W.  SCOTT 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Geo.  C.  Rogers 

G.  D.  WARDROPE 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Geo .  C .  Rogers 
MRS.  J.  C.  KING 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Geo.  C.  Rogers 
MRS.  W.  M.  SCANLON,  SR. 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Laurent  Richard 


AUSTIN  WISE 
by  Mrs .  T.  F .  Lee 
MRS.  RUTLEDGE 
by  Mrs .  T.  E.  Lee 
ROSS  PICKETT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  T.  F.  Lee 
MRS.  I.  J.  ALLEN 
by  Mrs .  Elaine  Irvin 
MRS.  MARTIEL  MICHAUD 
by  Mrs .  Elaine  Irvin 
MRS.  BEATRICE  MEREDITH 
by  Mrs .  Elaine  Irvin 
MR.  &  MRS.  LEWIE  KING 
by  Mrs  .  Elaine  Irvin 
CLYDE  TYLER 
by  Mrs  .  Elaine  Irvin 
MR.  &  MRS.  TOM  WALKER 
by  Mrs .  Elaine  Irvin 
MRS .  ALBERT  CROWSON 
by  Mrs  .  Elaine  Irvin 
PAUL  R.  PURSER 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  K .  L .  Peterson,  Sr . 

J.  P.  FULLER 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kelly  L.  Peterson,  Sr. 
PAUL  R.  PURSER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rufus  Rogers  and 
Mr .  &  Mrs .  Roland  Rogers 
JIM  W.  TILLEY 
by  Camille  and  Marie  Nabors 
MRS .  BOBBIE  WALKER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morgan  Shaffer 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Joe  Le  Moine 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Buddy  Payne 
MISS  ALTALINE  MOORE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Welch 
LUTHER  EDMONDSON 
by  Judith  &  W .  D .  Ballard 
MRS.  MARY  C.  BELL 
by  Mr.  SiMrs..  J.  C.  Carlin 
W.  F.  (Dick)  CURTIS 
by  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  NoUey 
Memorial  U.M.C.,  Jena 
MRS.  BONNEAU  PETERS 
by  Mrs .  Norvie  H .  Burr 
J.  W.  TILLEY 
by  Mr.  8tMrs.  L.  E.  Calvin 
R.  H.  THOMPSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  R.  Fincher 
EARL  E .  LeBLANC 
by  Gladys  and  Ella  B .  Young 
SAM  L.  WELLS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Pollock 
THOMAS  MCDONALD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  E.  Holley 
ACE  CUPPLES 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  C.  E.  Holley 
WOODY  PARISH 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  C.  E.  Holley 
J.  W.  DONOHUE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  C .  E .  Holley 
CHARLES  CRAIN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  E.  Holley 
JOHN  P.  FORD 

by  Trinity  Sunday  School  Class, 

Trinity  U.M .C.,  Ruston 
MRS.  WM.  T.  BURTON 
by  Ruth  and  Ray  Baggett 
CINDY  HAUG 

by  Rev .  &  Mrs .  Wm .  B .  Shaw 
MRS .  BOBBIE  WALKER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Jay  WUli'ams  and 
Mr.  ScMrs.  W.  D.  Wallace 
JOE  W.  MAY 
by  Robley  W .  Davis 
MRS.  IRENE  PETERS 
by  Mrs .  Ernestine  H .  Giddens 
MRS.  BENA  McDON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  W.  R .  Chadick 
MRS .  EMMA  OLA  BUCK 
by  Bennie  Mae  Hamilton  &  Sue  H. 
Wardlaw 
J.  V.  MOSELY 
by  The  Rev.  B.  Handy  Family 
E.  V.  McDonald 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  George  M  .Lane 
MRS.  RUTH  PIERSON 
by  Emily  and  Buddy  Wofford 
MRS'.  CLARENCE  AUSTIN 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Hugh  Austin,  Jr. 

MRS.  CLARA  A.  DeLEE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Hugh  Austin,  Jr . 
EUGENE  PEACOCK 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  O.  A.  Anderson  & 
Margie 

MRS .  GENEVA  HARTLEY 
by  Friends  in  Lafayette,  La. 

TOM  MADDEN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bobby  J.  Conville 
FRANK  DODD 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Bobby  J .  Conville 

(To  be  continued) 
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Photographed  at  National  Association  of  Conference  Lay 
Leaders  meeting  held  at  St.  Paul’s  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  March  3;  (left  to  right)  Dr.  Charles  F. 
Schoenlein,  New  York,  vice-president  during  1972;  Tom  H. 
Matheny,  president,  and  Dr.  David  Self,  associate  general 
secretary.  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work,  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship.  Dr.  Schoenlein  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Matheny  as 
president  of  the  national  organization. 


Dr.  Self  explains  new  legislation  relating  to  the  Boards  of 
Laity  during  the  national  meeting  at  St.  Paul’s  seminary. 


Baton  Rouge  Mission  Festival, 


New  Key  73  TV 
program  planned 
for  Easter  period 

Dr.  Theodore  A.  Raedeke,  executive 
director  of  KEY  73,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
has  announced  that  the  next  proposed 
mass  media  TV  special  will  be  “Come 
Together,”  to  be  produced  by  Pat 
Boone,  nationally  known  television 
star. 

Boone,  chairman  of  the  Los  Angeles 
County  KEY  73  Committee,  will  pro¬ 
duce  the  musical  variety  program  fol¬ 
lowing  financial  undergirding  and  ap¬ 
proval  by  the  Program  Review  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  title  of  thp  Program, 
“Come  Together,”  is  based  on  the 
words  of  Jesus,  “Where  two  or  three 
are  gathered  together  in  my  name, 
there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.” 
(Matt.  18:20).  The  format  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  reflect  the  joy  of  working 
and  worshipping  in  the  name  of 
Christ. 

The  audio  record  and  reading  script 
of  the  program  “Come  Together,”  are 
presently  available  from  Lexicon  Mu¬ 
sic,  P.  O.  Box  296,  Woodland  Hills, 
Calif.  91364,  at  a  cost  of  $7.50  a 
copy.  The  visual  presentation  will  be 
filmed  in  the  Forum  in  Los  Angeles 
on  March  26. 

Availability  of  the  film  has  not  been 
announced.  It  is  presumed  that  it  will 
be  scheduled  after  the  pattern  of  the 
first  kick-off  television  special  in  Jan¬ 
uary  this  year,  titled  “Faith  in  Action.” 

According  to  information  received, 
one  of  the  networks  examined  the 
placement  schedule  of  “Faith  in  Ac¬ 
tion,”  and  estimated  the  audience  at 
75-million,  not  including  the  organized 
groups  meeting  in  homes  for  prayer 
and  Bible  study  and  review  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Other  showings  are  scheduled  on 
cable  systems  and  on  the  104  stations 
of  the  Armed  Forces  network  around 
the  world.  ^ 

March  18 


Noted  Methodist  missionaries,  fam¬ 
ily  conferences  in  Baton  Rouge  homes 
and  a  district  rally  will  highlight  Mis¬ 
sion  Festival  73,  a  day  devoted  to 
Methodist  mission  endeavors  in  this 
country  and  overseas.  The  festival  is 
being  sponsored  by  the  first  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge, 
March  18. 

Headlining  the  day’s  activities  as 
speakers  will  be  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Carlos  Welch,  Methodist  missionaries 
to  India;  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 


lief;  the  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  Sr.,  Methodist 
Missionary  to  the  Philippines;  Otis 
Mac  Jemigan,  minister  of  Education 
at  St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Metairie,  La.;  James  H.  Bopp, 
director  of  the  Dulac  Community  Cen¬ 
ter,  Dulac,  La.;  and  Mrs.  Louise 
Thomas,  vice  chairman  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Migrant  Ministry  Committee. 

Mission  Festival  73’s  principal 
speaker.  Dr.  Harry  Haines,  administers 
the  relief  and  rehabilitation  program 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  53 
countries  overseas  and  disaster  relief 
within  the  United  States.  Contribu¬ 


tions  to  the  32-year-old  UMCOR  have 
averaged  in  recent  years  two  million 
dollars  annually. 

He  is  the  author  of  a  study  book 
entitled,  “Chinese  of  the  Diaspora”, 
published  for  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  by  Edinburgh  House  Press 
and  Friendship  Press,  and  has  written 
frequently  for  religious  periodicals.  In 
1954,  Dr.  Haines  rewrote  John  Ben¬ 
nett’s  “Christianity  and  Communism” 
in  English  and  translated  it  into  Chi¬ 
nese. 

Dr.  Welch  and  his  Indian-bom 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


The  Rev.  Herbert  Bernard  Barks,  Jr. 

Former  Shreveport 
minister  to  speak 
at  Centenary 

A  former  Shreveport  minister  will 
return  to  the  city  to  deliver  a  special 
Chapel  address  at  Centenary  College 
on  March  22.  He  is  the  Rev.  Herbert 
Bernard  Barks,  Jr.,  Headmaster,  Bay¬ 
lor  Boys’  School,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
and  a  former  assistant  pastor  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port  where  he  served  with  Dr.  W.  A. 
Benfield  for  five  years. 

He  will  speak  to  students  and  facul¬ 
ty  at  Centenary  College  in  Brown  Me¬ 
morial  Chapel  at  10:40  a.m.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  invited  to  attend. 

He  attended  Vanderbilt  University 
during  his  freshman  years  and  received 
his  B.  A.  degree  from  the  University 
of  Chattanooga.  His  theological  study 
was  done  at  the  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  in  Decator,  Ga.,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  B.D.  degree. 

He  came  to  Shreveport  after  finish¬ 
ing  his  work  at  the  seminary  and  after 
five  years  in  north  Louisiana  he  studied 
for  a  year  in  Germany  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Hamburg.  From  1965-1967  he 
served  as  pastor  of  the  Grandview 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Glendale, 
Calif.,  and  was  named  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Lynch¬ 
burg,  Va.,  in  1967.  Since  the  summer 
of  1971  he  has  been  president  of  the 
Baylor  School,  one  of  the  nation’s 
leading  preparatory  schools  with  560 
boys  enrolled. 

Barks  has  written  numerous  books 
and  is  the  author  of  two  screen  plays, 
his  first,  “Our  Father,”  produced  in 
California  and  the  second,  “Our  Daily 
Bread”  is  to  be  released  this  year. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  Welch 


The  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  Sr. 


Mrs.  Ed  Thomas 


James  H.  Bopp 


Mac  Jernigan 


from  page  one 


Baton  Rouge  Mission  Festival 


wife,  Sarojini,  are  on  a  year’s  fur¬ 
long  from  missionary  work  to  pursue 
furSier  studies  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Wefch  created  the  Christian 
Counselling  Centre,  located  in  Vellore, 
South  India.  He  also  serves  as  honor¬ 
ary  chaplain  in  the  Christian  Medical 
College  and  Hospital  located  there. 

An  ecumenical  project,  the  Centre 
trains  professicmal  workers  from  vari¬ 
ous  institutions  and  programs  of  the 
church  in  India  in  coimseUing  and  hu¬ 
man  relaticms.  Trainees  are  admitted 
for  two-month  intensive  courses  and 
engage  in  siq)ervised  clinical  experience 
at  the  Christian  Medical  College  Hos¬ 
pital. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  Sr.,  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  the  Philii> 
pines,  is  in  the  United  States  with  his 
family  for  a  furlough,  during  which  Mr. 
Holt  plans  to  visit  with  supporting 
churches  within  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

The  director  (rf  Aurora  Wesleyan 
High  School,  Quezon  Province,  Mr. 
Holt  also  serves  as  missionary  to  the 
Middle  Philippines  annual  conference. 
He  has  supervised  work  among  the  Ne¬ 


grito  people  as  chairman  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  Minorities  in  Western 
Luzon. 

Mr.  Holt  was  bom  in  Marthaville, 
La.,  and  took  de^ees  at  Centenary 
College  of  Louisiana  and  Perkin’s 
School  of  Theology. 

Mac  Jernigan,  after  serving  in  the 
Peace  Corps  in  Ethiopia,  spent  six 
months  working  for  a  black  commun¬ 
ity  project  in  southwest  Georgia.  Af¬ 
terward,  he  joined  the  Frontier  Intern 
Program  as  a  missionary  to  Indonesia. 
Upon  his  return  in  1971,  he  completed 
studies  for  his  master  of  theology  de¬ 
gree  and  is  now  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion  at  St.  Matthew’s  Church  in  Me¬ 
tairie,  La. 

James  H.  Bopp  has  had  varied  ex¬ 
perience  working  with  community- 
oriented  projects.  In  1965  he  was  a 
civil  rights  researcher  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  and  shortly  afterward  joined  the 
staff  of  Mayor  John  Lindsay  of  New 
York  City  for  summary  work  there. 
He  now  heads  the  Community  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Dulac,  La. 

Mrs.  Louise  Young  Thomas  is  a  na¬ 


tive  of  Maryland,  whose  husband,  the 
Rev.  Ed  Thomas,  served  as  the  associ¬ 
ate  minister  at  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  in  1948  and  now  is 
district  superintendent  for  the  Natchi¬ 
toches  District. 

Living  in  Hammond,  La.  from  1955 
to  1965,  Mrs.  Thomas  became  involved 
in  the  churches’  ministry  to  the  farm 
workers  who  were  harvesting  straw¬ 
berries.  She  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  Louisiana  Migrant  Ministry 
Committee  and  at  present  is  vice- 
chairman  of  the  committee. 

Beginning  the  day’s  activities  for 
Mission  Festival  73  be  Dr.  Haines. 
He  will  be  guest  minister  at  both  the 
8:30  and  11:00  a.m.  services  at  First 
United  Methodist.  Between  the  two 
services,  each  of  the  speakers  will  at¬ 
tend  and  speak  to  various  classes  with¬ 
in  the  church. 

During  the  afternoon,  the  speakers 
will  visit  18  homes  in  the  city  and 
talk  with  guests  in  each.  Their  toi)ics 
will  range  from  their  personal  mission 
endeavors  to  answering  questions  put 
to  them  by  those  attending.  For  the 


convenience  of  those  attending  these 
conferences,  the  chinch  nursery  will  be 
open  during  the  day. 

Also  in  the  afternoon,  from  4-5  p.- 
m.,  a  district  rally  will  be  held  in  the 
sanctuary  of  the  church.  Dr.  Harry 
Haines  win  address  the  group,  which 
will  be  made  up  of  members  of  many 
of  the  other  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  district,  which  covers 
some  58  Methodist  churches. 

Between  5-6  p.m.,  organizations  of 
the  church  will  present  a  display  in  the 
crafts  room  of  the  church.  The  dis¬ 
play  will  feature  information  on  mis¬ 
sionary  activities  in  the  United  States 
and  overseas. 

Following  a  snack  supper  from  6- 
6:30  p.m.,  a  panel  discussion  in  the 
sanctuary  will  be  moderated  by  the 
Rev.  George  Ross  of  the  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church.  Those  at¬ 
tending  are  encouraged  to  participate 
in  the  discussion  which  will  be  held 
between  6:30-8  p.m.  A  brief  closing 
worship  service  mU  conclude  Mission 
Festival  73. 

t 


THE  REV.  THURMON  SPINKS 

The  Rev.  Thurmon  Spinks,  78,  of 
Shreveport  died  recently  at  Highland 
Hospital  following  a  brief  illness.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  for  30  years  before 
his  retirement  from  the  active  ministry 
in  1960.  His  last  appointment  was 
Wesley  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port. 

He  was  a  veteran  of  World  War  I 
and  attended  Bethany  Nazarene  Col¬ 
lege  in  Bethany,  Okla.,  and  Centen¬ 
ary  College  in  S^eveport.  A  native  of 
Bienville  Parish,  he  had  resided  in 
Shreveport  since  1948. 

Survivors  include  his  wife;  a  sister, 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Porter  of  Shreveport;  and 
four  brothers,  the  Rev.  Otis  W.  Spmks 
of  Ruston,  Homer  Spinks  of  Slueve- 
port,  Lester  ^inks  of  Cotton  Valley, 
and  Lesley  L.  Spinks  of  Lake  Charles. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
from  the  Rose-Neath  Funeral  Home 
Chapel.  Officiating  ministers  were  Dr. 
Carl  Lueg,  Shreveport  District  super¬ 
intendent,  Dr.  Leonard  Cooke,  the 
Rev.  Rotert  L.  Potter,  and  the  Rev. 
Frank  Beauchamp.  Burial  was  in  Cen¬ 
turies  Memorial  Park. 
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The  Centenary  College 
Choir,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  William  Ballard 
who  joined  the  Centenary 
music  faculty  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  presented  sacred 
music  at  First  Church, 
Lafayette  during  a  recent 
Sunday  morning  worship 
service.  The  group  sang 
at  Asbury  Church  during 
the  evening  service.  Dr. 
Ballard  received  his  un¬ 
dergraduate  degrees  in 
voice  and  theory  from 
Chicago  Musical  College, 
and  his  doctorate  at 
Northwestern  University 
in  Evanston,  III.,  where 
he  later  taught  and  di¬ 
rected  for  16  years.  In 
1952-’53  he  studied  in 
Florence,  Italy  under  a 
Fulbright  Scholarship.  In 
addition,  he  has  taught 
and  directed  choral  music 
in  Cambridge,  England 
for  several  years. 

MARCH  15,  1973 


Global  Ministries  analysis  and  report 


aried  aspects  of  Christian  mis- 
mw  sion  are  analyzed  and  reported 
W  in  the  recently  published  first 
Annual  Report  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
its  major  units.  Excerpts  from  the  1972 
Report  follow: 

Community  Centers  and  other  na¬ 
tional-mission-related  institutions  as 
focal  points  for  social  change  and 
community  involvement.  Witness  in 
evangelism  and  related  fields,  some¬ 
times  under  difficulties,  in  countries 
overseas.  Local  interest  in  ecumenical 
concerns. 

Hospitals  meeting  a  variety  of  needs 
as  they  serve  the  “whole  person.”  A 
new  women’s  organization  bringing  to¬ 
gether  “the  best”  of  two  groups.  A 
ministry  of  relief  and  rehabilitation 
touching  more  than  55  countries.  Com¬ 
municating  “the  message  of  salvation 
today”  as  the  task  of  the  Board.  A 
continued  though  “somewhat  abated” 
flow  of  missionary  personnel. 

The  144-page  report  was  edited  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Blaise  Levai,  New  York, 
Board  literature  director.  The  new 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  was  formed 
in  1972  from  four  formerly  separate 
church  bodies.  It  includes  seven  di¬ 
visions  and  two  major  work  units  — 
National  Division,  World  Division, 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  Division,  Women’s  Division, 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Di¬ 
vision,  Education  and  Cultivation  Di¬ 
vision,  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  Crusade  Scholarship  Com¬ 
mittee,  Joint  Committee  on  Mission¬ 
ary  Personnel. 

The  section  of  the  Report  on  the 
National  Division  points  up  what  the 
Division  sees  as  mission  functions  of 
its  varied  institutions.  Of  community 
centers,  it  says: 

“The  acceptance  of  community 
change  as  a  major  goal  is  quite  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  action-oriented  programs 
...  In  addition  to  many  familiar  and 
needed  services  for  individuals  and 
families  there  are  new  service  pro¬ 
grams  to  the  neighborhood  related  to 
such  concerns  as  criminal  justice, 
drugs,  communication,  alternate  edu¬ 
cation,  health  care,  housing,  neighbor¬ 
hood  organization  and  political  educa¬ 
tion.” 

The  Report  calls  attention  to  a  new 
National  Division  Office  of  Children 
and  Youth  Ministries,  which  brings  to¬ 
gether  schools  and  child-care  institu¬ 
tions.  The  Report  says  the  institutions 
are  “not  only  for  compassionate  min¬ 
istry  to  children  and  youth  who  are  in 
desperate  need,  but  for  social  change 
dealing  with  prevention  of  some  emerg¬ 


ing  social  problems.” 

Yet  another  type  of  institution  re¬ 
lated  to  the  National  Division,  the 
black  church,  is  said  in  the  Annual 
Report  to  have  new  involvement  be¬ 
cause  of  the  Black  Community  De¬ 
velopers  program,  involving  about  60 
developers,  mostly  lay  persons. 

The  Annual  Report’s  section  on  the 
World  Division  tells  of  evangelism  and 
related  ministries  overseas.  Of  several 
countries,  it  has  this  to  say: 

BURMA;  “Representatives 

of  the  Board, 

who  have  entered  Burma  for  brief  vis¬ 
its,  witnessed  deep  commitment  to  the 
Gospel  and  to  ministry  under  extreme¬ 
ly  difficult  circumstances.  Congrega¬ 
tions  of  Burmese  and  Chinese  back¬ 
ground  cooperate  .  .  .” 

KOREA:  “In  these  event¬ 
ful  times  the 

church  in  Korea  is  torn  within.  The 
struggle  may,  in  effect,  be  the  quest 
for  an  understanding  of  what  is  to  be 
the  future  form  of  the  church  and  what 
is  to  be  the  nature  of  its  mission  .  .  ^ 
Among  especially  hopeful  signs  is  the 
presence  of  an  active  Church  Renewal 
Movement  under  the  leadership  of  out¬ 
standing  seminary  professors,  minis¬ 
ters  and  lay  persons  of  the  church.  Al¬ 
so  the  church  continues  to  grow,  with 
some  60  new  congregations  establish¬ 
ed  during  1972.” 

LIBERIA:  “The  United 

Methodist 
Church  in  Liberia,  which  reported  20,- 
924  members  at  the  start  of  1972,  is 
engaged  in  many  special  programs  of 
ministry.  Evangelism  continues,  and 
planning  is  in  progress  for  a  special 
emphasis,  ‘God  Power  ’73.’  ” 


MOZAMBIQUE:  “From  Mozam¬ 

bique  comes  re¬ 
ports  of  new  outreach  in  evangelism, 
Christian  education  and  adult  literacy. 
Third-year  Bible  students  went  out  two 
by  two  to  different  districts,  gaining 
practical  experience  in  Christian  nur¬ 
ture,  leading  youth  groups,  vacation 
Bible  schools,  and  programs  worked 
out  by  local  pastors.  Each  student  was 
equipped  with  an  evangelism  and  liter¬ 
acy  kit  plus  enthusiasm  for  the  task 
of  witnessing  for  Christ.” 

The  variety  of  services  provided  by 
United  Methodist  hospitals  are  pointed 
up  in  the  Annual  Report  section  on  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Divis¬ 
ion.  It  describes  hospitals  as  places 
where  “innovative  life-saving  programs 
go  on  every  day.” 

Notes  the  report,  “.  .  .  Methodist 
hospitals  .  .  .  exist  to  serve  people. 
Their  service  is  for  the  whole  person, 
physical,  mental,  spiritual  and  social.” 

In  the  Report,  the  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  Division  as¬ 
sesses  growing  local  interest  in  ecu¬ 
menism;  “In  many  local  churches  there 
is  great  interest  in  witnessing  and 
working  together  for  the  sake  of  the 
Gospel.” 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Missionary 
Personnel  notes  that  “the  customary 
flow  of  personnel  across  cultural  or 
natural  boundaries  in  United  Metho¬ 
dist-related  mission  service  continues, 
though  somewhat  abated.  The  number 
of  people  approved  (for  service)  indi¬ 
cates  a  general  downward  trend  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  five  years.” 

The  Women’s  Division  tells  in  the 
Report  of  the  transition  in  1972-73 
from  two  women’s  organizations  in 
United  Methodism  —  Women’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  and  Wesley¬ 
an  Service  Guild  —  to  one  inclusive 


organization.  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  which,  says  the  Report,  “will  bring 
together  the  best  of  two  groups  .  .  . 
It  will  also  offer  a  more  evaluative 
setting  within  which  women  at  all  lev¬ 
els  of  the  church’s  life  can  choose  to 
become  involved  in  mission.” 

The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  reports  it  has 
continued,  on  behalf  of  United  Metho¬ 
dists,  to  be  “involved  in  ministrira  of 
compassion  in  response  to  the  cries  <rf 
the  needy  and  the  desperate”  and 
UMCOR  is  at  work  in  more  than  55 
countries  in  programs  of  relief,  re¬ 
habilitation,  refugee  service  and  re¬ 
newal  of  life.  Last  year,  UMCOR  says, 
it  was  “privileged  to  touch  the  lives 
of  5,500,000  people.” 

Taking  a  broad  look  at  Christian 
mission,  the  Education  and  Cultiva¬ 
tion  Division  says  in  the  Report  that 
“today  we  live  in  a  secular  society 
where  our  neighbors  are  as  much  with¬ 
out  Christ  as  those  thousands  of  miles 
away.  Many  young  men  and  women 
are  looking  to  other  religions  for  their 
salvation.  And  the  problems  of  the 
neighbor  thousands  of  miles  away,  be 
they  spiritual  or  political,  are  awesome¬ 
ly  near.”  Thus,  says  the  Division, 
“communicating  the  message  of  salva¬ 
tion  today  is  the  task  of  the  new  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.” 

The  Crusade  Scholarship  Commit¬ 
tee  says  in  the  Report  that  in  addition 
to  training  117  students  imder  the  in¬ 
ternational  education  program,  oppor¬ 
tunities  were  provided  for  “purposeful 
training  outside  the  formal  school  sys¬ 
tem  (including)  in-service  training,  ob¬ 
servation  in  professional  fields  and 
short-term  workshops  in  family  plan¬ 
ning,  drug  addiction,  hospital  admin¬ 
istration  and  mass  commimication.” 
t 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 

by  doris  woolard 


Ill  a  move  described  as  “momentous,”  leading  auth¬ 
orities  of  the  Church  of  England  will  review  the 
present  centuries-old  system  whereby  the  reigning 
Monarch,  acting  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  appoints  leading  dignitaries  of  the 
Church.  The  General  Synod  of  550  bishops,  clergy 
and  laity  of  the  Anglican  Church  instructed  the  Sy¬ 
nod’s  Standing  Committee  “to  bring  forward  pro¬ 
posals  to  secure  for  the  Church  a  more  effective 
share  in  the  making”  of  appointments  of  bishops 
and  other  senior  ecclesiastical  dignitaries.  Some  have 
suggested  that  the  worldwide  AngUcan  Communion 
as  a  whole  ought  to  be  involved  in  the  selection  of 
their  spiritual  leader. 

Contending  thait  the  act  dying  has  lost  its 
^‘dignity  and  normalcy,’’  two  educators  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  have  developed  a  i^rt  course  on  death 
for  lugh  school  students.  ‘‘In  many  instances, 
the  act  of  dying  has  lost  its  dignity  and  normal¬ 
cy  and  has  become  institutionalized,  dehunv 
anized  and  mechanized  —  and  young  people 
have  been  excluded  from  the  experience  alto¬ 
gether,”  educatws  David  W.  Berg  and  George 
C.  Dai^erty  stated.  “The  resulting  void  of  ex¬ 
perience  must  he  filled  if  society  is  to  retain  a 
proper  perspective  toward  the  value  life,” 
they  said.  The  course  was  offered  at  die  Uni¬ 
versity  Lab  School  Ncnthem  llhnois  Univer¬ 
sity  at  DeKaJb,  where  the  two  educ^rs  said  k 
won  an  “overwhelmmg^y  favoraUe”  respmise 
from  students,  parents,  fellow  teachers,  and  the 
community. 

Serious  outbreaks  of  violence  over  a  proposed  new 
constitution  for  Syria  that  does  not  specify  Islam  as 
the  state  religion  have  been  reported  in  Beirut,  Leb¬ 
anon  by  travelers  who  visited  Damascus,  the  Syrian 
capital.  Large  numbers  of  persons  were  reported  to 
have  been  killed  or  injured  after  Muslim  worship¬ 
pers  marched  out  of  the  city’s  main  mosque  to  pro¬ 
test  the  new  charter  which  specifies  freedom  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  country.  Christians  constitute  about  13 
per  cent  of  the  total  population. 

Southern  Baptists  and  Roman  Catholics  wkl 
gather  May  14-16  for  a  fourth  annual  convoca¬ 
tion  sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Institute  of 
Wake  Forest  Univeraty  in  Winston  Salem,  N.C. 
Five  papers  and  five  responses  will  be  Resented 
at  the  gathering,  which  will  be  attended  by  30 
Southern  Bapti^  and  30  Catholics.  Subject 
matter  will  deal  with  spiritual  foundation  for 
social  action,  the  question  of  authority,  the  nat¬ 
ure  and  use  of  liturgy,  development  of  dognm, 
and  “A  Student  View  of  Ecumenism”  will  be 
offered  by  two  Wake  Forest  and  two  Belmont 
Abbey  students.  A  joint  worship  service  in  the 
Abbey  cathedral  will  close  the  convocation. 

Eight  lecturers  and  12  consultants  were  brought  to¬ 
gether  by  the  Graduate  School  of  Drew  University 
at  Madison,  N.J.,  for  one  of  the  first  major  public 
airings  of  “civil  religion,”  which  has  claimed  atten¬ 
tion  in  church,  political  and  scholarly  circles  in  re¬ 
cent  years.  The  term  “civil  religion”  has  also  en¬ 
tered  American  journalism  where  it  is  usually  left 
undefined  but  is  used  in  reference  to  such  events 
as  non-denominational  prayer  breakfasts,  religious 
ceremonies  at  state  events  and  political  rhetoric 
mentioning  God  and  the  nation  together.  Dr.  Martin 
Marty  of  the  University  of  Chicago  identified  two 
kinds  of  “civil  religion.”  One  variety,  he  stated,  sees 
the  nation  under  some  picture  of  deity,  while  a  sec¬ 
ond  stresses  national  self-transcendence  and  may  or 
may  not  use  traditional  terms  for  God. 


The  Israeli  govmunent  has  absolutely  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  drafting  legislation  to  curb  Christian 
missionary  activities  in  Israel,  according  to 
Minister  of  Justice  Yaacov  Shimshion  Shapira. 
Shapira,  whose  views  are  said  to  generally  reflect 
those  of  Prime  Minister  Golda  Meir,  strongly 
denied  press  reports  that  such  action  was  being 
considered.  He  said  freedom  (d  speech  and 
freedom  of  worship  were  basic  principles  the 
State  of  Israel,  and  that  it  was  widely  known 
that  preaching  the  gospel  was  a  Christian  comp 
mandment. 

Many  of  the  returning  American  Vietnam  war  pris¬ 
oners  have  expressed  shock  to  discover  that  some 
newsmen  have  questioned  their  spontaneous  expres¬ 
sions  of  joy,  reverence  and  patriotism,  thinking  it 
was  “orchestrated  by  the  government,  down  to  the 
last  “  ‘God  Bless  America,’  ”  as  one  reporter  said. 
“This  thing  all  came  from  the  heart,”  said  Capt. 
Howard  E.  Rutledge,  44.  “It  surprises  me  than  any¬ 
body  would  question  someone  saying  ‘God  Bless 
America.’  ” 

A  reporter’s  survey  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  re¬ 
vealed  that  an  increasing  number  of  ministers’ 
wives  are  working  at  jobs  and  professions  out¬ 
side  the  church.  Some  of  the  women  interview¬ 
ed  said  it  is  a  matter  of  choice  now  whether 
clergy  wives  will  devote  most  of  their  time  to 
church  activities,  often  consid^ed  their  tradp 
itionalrole.  The  Rev.  Hollis  Shook,  Sector  of 
the  New  Mexico  Conference  Coimcfl  im 
Ministries,  summed  up  the  changing  picture 
thus:  “It  is  now  pretty  well  understood  that  the 
church  has  a  minister,  and  he  has  a  family. 
It’s  not  the  church  that  has  the  family.” 

Dr.  Kraft  Ehricke,  a  systems  adviser  for  North 
American  Rockwell,  told  a  National  Event  for 
Church  Educators  meeting  in  Houston,  that  man-; 
kind  needs  a  “new  concept  of  the  world”  if  it  is  to 
survive.  “We  have  every  reason  to  be  hopeful  about 
the  future,”  Dr.  Ehricke  said,  “if  we  face  up  to  our 
challenges  and  refuse  to  seek  anything  less  than  ex¬ 
cellence.  We  can  have  a  future  beyond  any  compre¬ 
hension  where  the  quality  of  life  is  improved;  but 
today  and  the  next  50  years  are  the  years  of  deci¬ 
sion.  We  can’t  be  afraid  of  growth.  The  book  of 
creation  is  still  open.” 


Any  who  would  deny  the  physical  resurrection 
of  Jesus  are  faced  with  a  “missing-body  prob¬ 
lem”  according  to  Dr.  Paul  L.  Maier’s  book 
“First  Easter”  wliich  is  concerned  in  part  with 
non-Biblical  evidence  of  the  empty  tomb.  In 
the  book,  pnblished  by  Harper  &  Row,  Dr. 
Maier  says  that  the  beginning  and  growth  of 
the  Christian  church  are  the  most  compelling 
evidences  of  resurrection. 

With  the  backing  of  the  Roman  Catholic  and  other 
major  religious  bodies,  the  national  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land  has  issued  a  declaration  on  family  life.  The 
declaration,  read  from  many  pulpits  throughout 
Scotland,  is  the  product  of  the  Kirk’s  Moral  Wel¬ 
fare  Committee.  It  affirms  the  family  as  “God’s 
basic  social  institution”  with  parents  in  equal  part¬ 
nership  at  its  heart.  “Within  the  family,”  it  says, 
“decisions  of  faith  and  standards  .  .  .  should  be 
shared  by  the  partners — and  increasingly  by  the 
children  as  their  years  allow.”  It  concludes:  “Fami¬ 
lies  who  bring  up  their  children  in  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  God,  and  who  participate  together  in 
Christian  worship,  thus  establish  foundations  for  the 
fullest  and  most  effective  lives.” 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham,  issuing  a  statement 
from  Montreat,  N.C.  to  ease  tensions  that  have 
arisen  in  Christian-Jewish  relations  over  Key 
73  said:  “The  American  genius  is  that  without 
denying  anyone  an  expressitm  of  their  convic¬ 
tions  all  are  nevertheless  partners  in  our  so¬ 
ciety,”  adding  “The  Gospel’s  method  is  per¬ 
suasive  invitation,  not  coercion.” 

“The  Journalist’s  Prayer  Book — a  collection  of  78 
prayers  by  prominent  writers,  editors  and  newsmen 
— ^piri>lished  by  Augsburg  Publishing  House  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  contains  the  following  “prayer  for  accur¬ 
acy”  by  Benjamin  McKelway,  former  editor  of  The 
Washington  Star;  “O  Lord,  please  deliver  us  from 
bad  reporting  and  bad  editing.  Please  make  every¬ 
body  connected  with  our  newspapers  understand  how 
important  readers  are — far  more  important  than  the 
editors.  Give  us  reporters,  O  Lord,  who  spurn  ru¬ 
mors  and  respect  only  fact.  And  surround  them  with 
editors,  O  Lord,  who  are  as  good  as  the  reporters.” 

t 


The  production  of  Bible 
bumper  stickers,  bangles 
and  buttons  has  mushroomed 
into  “big  business.”  De¬ 
votional  slogans  for  autos, 
homes  and  wardrobes  are 
now  being  marketed  in  the 
millions  to  members  of  all 
denominations  throughout 
the  nation.  Figures  from 
some  producers  indicate 
that  two  million  devotional 
bumper  stickers  will  be 
printed  this  year.  Cross 
Publishing  Company  of 
Kenilworth,  N.J.,  and  Perm 
Publishing  Company  of  Elk¬ 
hart,  Ind.  —  producers  of 
the  stickers  shown  here  — 
predict  steady  growth  of 
their  business  through  the 
next  few  years.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  stickers,  a  half-doz¬ 
en  major  makers  are  turning 
out  Jesus  T-shirts,  buttons, 
posters,  decals,  watches, 
pins  and  the  like.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  standard  Bible 
and  Jesus-oriented  items, 
some  2  million  stickers, 
pins,  etc.,  are  being  pro¬ 
duced  for  use  in  Key  73,  the 
interdenominational  evan- 
gelism  drive  currently  under¬ 
way. 
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Project  Equality  of 
Texas/Louisiana,  Inc.  formed 


Attorney  Ron  Kessler,  an  active 
member  of  North  Haven  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  was 
elected  president  of  the  newly  formed 
Project  Equality  of  Texas/Louisiana, 
Inc.,  successor  organization  to  Project 
Equality  of  Texas,  Inc.,  when  the 
Board  of  Directors  held  its  first  meet¬ 
ing  in  Dallas  recently.  Kessler  had 
served  as  vice  president  of  the  former 
organization  during  1971-1972. 

Other  officers  elected  are:  the  Rev. 
Clinton  Doskey,  vice  chancellor  of  the 
New  Orleans  Archdiocese,  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  vice  president;  the 
Rev.  Lewis  Wilkins,  executive  director 
of  the  Louisiana  Inter-Church  Confer¬ 
ence,  secretary. 

Elected  to  the  Executive  Committee 
were:  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  at 
Slidell,  representing  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference;  Robert  Bass,  representing  the 
Texas  Conference  of  Churches;  the 
Rev.  Albert  Foley,  New  Orleans  Pro¬ 
vince,  Society  of  Jesus,  Catholic 
Church;  the  Rev.  Charles  Grahmann, 
Archdiocese  of  San  Antonio,  Roman 
Catholic;  Vanue  Lacour,  Diocese  of 
Baton  Rouge,  Roman  Catholic;  the 
Rev.  John  McCarthy,  Texas  Catholic 
Conference;  MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: 
Phil  Strickland,  Dallas,  Tex.;  Josue 
Gonzales,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Project  Equality  utilizes  the  Tech¬ 
nical  Assistance  Review  process  to  as¬ 
sist  employers  in  determining  whether 


Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Shreveport,  will  be 
the  evangelist  for  “Key  73  Pro¬ 
clamation  of  the  Word”  services 
at  First  Church,  Monroe  from  Mon¬ 
day,  March  26th  continuing 
through  Wednesday,  March  28th, 
7  p.m.  In  addition  to  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  Dr.  Dykes 
has  served  as  pastor  at  Central 
Church,  Fayetteville,  Ark., 
Zwolle  Church,  and  as  associate 
pastor  at  his  present  location 
earlier  in  his  ministry.  Dr.  W.  D. 
Boddie  and  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Crich- 
low,  Jr.,  pastors  of  the  Monroe 
church,  extend  an  invitation  to 
persons  of  all  faiths  to  attend 
the  special  services.  Dr.  Joe 
Cleveland  will  lead  congre¬ 
gational  singing.  The  church’s 
Chancel,  Youth  and  Caroler 
Choirs,  the  Bell  Choirs,  and 
their  directors  will  assist  with 
the  music. 


or  not  some  of  their  employment  poli¬ 
cies  and  practices  are  inherently,  al¬ 
though  not  necessarily  intentionally, 
discriminatory. 

The  Board  approved  a  budget  of 
$68,000  for  1973. 

The  following  statement  of  goals  for 
1973  was  approved  by  the  Board: 

“1.  To  alter  patterns  and  practices 
of  employment  discrimination  —  arti¬ 
ficial  barriers  to  employment  systems 
of  religious  bodies  themselves,  their 
related  institutions,  agencies  and  or¬ 
ganizations  through  advocacy,  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  membership,  and  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  national  Project 
Equality  process. 

“2.  To  change  the  system  of  dis¬ 
criminatory  hiring,  promotion,  and 
other  employment  practices  of  business 
and  industry  which  supply  goods/serv¬ 
ices  to  religious  bodies,  their  related  in¬ 
stitutions,  agencies  and  organization 
through  use  of  the  sponsor’s  purchas¬ 
ing  power.” 

t 

CONFERENCE-WTOE 

BASKETBALL  TOURNAMENT 

The  Rev.  Ed  Thomas,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Natchitoches  District,  an¬ 
nounces  a  Conference-Wide  Basket¬ 
ball  Tournament  for  Boys  and  Girls  in 
Natchitoches,  March  15-17.  The  tour¬ 
nament  is  co-sponsored  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  of  the  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Natchitoches.  Twenty 
boys’  teams  and  six  girls’  teams  have 
entered.  Tip-offs  begin  at  4:30  p.m., 
Thursday  and  Friday  and  8  a.m.,  Sat¬ 
urday.  East  Natchitoches  Junior  High 
and  Natchitoches-Central  North  Cam¬ 
pus  provide  the  gyms  for  the  games. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend.  Admis¬ 
sion  is  25c  for  school  children,  50c 
for  adults,  and  pre-school  children  will 
be  admitted  free. 
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Dr.  William  W.  Shaw,  New  Or¬ 
leans  educator  and  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  Church,  is  one  of 
five  recent  recipients  of  The 
Louisiana  Civi|  Service  League 
Award.  The  award  is  presented 
annually  “to  five  outstanding 
citizens  of  the  State  who  have 
made  the  greatest  contributions 
to  the  advancement  of  Louisiana’s 
unique  and  superior  merit  system 
of  public  employment.”  Dr. 
Shaw  is  professor  of  Political 
Science  and  director  of  Urban 
Studies  Center  at  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Alexander,  natives  of  India,  were  guest  speak¬ 
ers  for  one  of  three  “Mission  Adventure”  sessions  at  Noel  Church, 
Shreveport,  on  Sunday,  March  4.  The  Alexanders  are  currently  at¬ 
tending  schools  in  New  Orleans  and  plan  to  return  to  their  home  in 
Madras  where  Mr.  Alexander  is  a  teacher  of  chemistry,  and  where 
Mrs.  Alexander  —  a  doctor  —  specializes  in  hematology.  Dr.  Bene¬ 
dict  A.  Galloway  is  senior  minister  at  Noel;,  the  Revs.  David  Pea¬ 
body  and  J.  Albert  Trickett  are  associates. 
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News  in  Brief 

Mrs.  Joe  Britton  of  Anchorage, 
Alaska,  a  prominent  leader  in  United 
Methodist  women’s  affairs,  has  been 
honored  by  her  employer,  the  J.  C. 
Penney  Co.,  for  volunteer  work  with 
children  at  the  denominationally-re¬ 
lated  Jesse  Lee  Home  in  Anchorage, 
t 


Paul  Wesley  (right),  shown  with 
the  Rev.  Carey  Martin,  pastor  of 
the  Denham  Springs  Church,  was 
licensed  to  preach  during  that 
church's  March  4  Charge  Confer¬ 
ence.  Wesley  is  youth  coordi¬ 
nator  and  counselor  for  his 
church,  and  is  a  part-time  student 
at  Southeastern  Louisiana  Uni¬ 
versity.  Presently  employed  at 
an  industrial  plant  in  Baton 
Rouge,  he  plans  to  pursue  his 
studies  as  a  full-time  student. 


The  story  of  the  creation  of  the  most 
famous  masterpiece  of  the  religious 
art— The  Last  Supper— by  da  Vinci, 
architect  and  guiding  genius  of  the 
Italian  Renaissance.  Includes  close-up 
character  studies  of  the  12  who 
shared  this  last  meal  with  Jesus. 

THE  LAST  SUPPER 
by  Howard  W.  Ellis 

$1.00  each;  10  or 
more,  85^  each 

THE  UPPER  ROOM 
1908  GRAND  AVENUE 
NASHVILLE, TENN.  37023 

Enclosed  you  will  find  my  payment 

of  $ -  Please  rush  me 

- copies  of  The  Last  Supper  at 

(circle  one)  $1 .00-—  85^  each. 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 
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SYMPATHY  IS  EXTENDED;  to  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict,  in  the  recent  loss  of  his 
father,  W.  B.  McDowell  who  died 
Feb.  20  in  Hugo,  Okla. 

ST.  PAUL’S  CHURCH  in  Monroe 
will  have  a  Lay  Witness  Mission 
the  weekend  of  March  16-18.  John 
Tubbs  of  Pineville  is  serving  as 
coordinator.  Roy  Windsor  is  gen¬ 
eral  chairman  for  St.  Paul’s,  where 
the  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  serves 
as  pastor. 

THE  LEESVILLE  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  held  a  mission  study 
on  “Faith  and  Justice”,  four  Sun¬ 
day  evenings,  concluding  March 
4.  Major  James  T.  Harris,  Jr.  was 
moderator  for  three  of  the  ses¬ 
sions,  and  Mrs.  Truman  D.  Ellis 
for  another.  The  young  people 
had  a  skit  and  panel  to  introduce 
the  study.  Others  who  were 
later  programs  included  W.  H. 
Morris,  Mrs.  Ralph _McRae,  John 
R.  Sewell,  Mrs.  Co  an  Knight,  and 
the  Rev.  Don  Risinger,  pastor. 

LAKEVIEW  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  in  Minden  honored  new 
members  at  an  Open  House  held, 
in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rut¬ 
ledge  Jones,  Feb.  18.  Manv  mem¬ 
bers  called  and  enjoyed  tne  fel¬ 
lowship  with  the  new  members. 
Ken  Wayne  Tripp  is  chairman  of 
Evangelism  at  Lakeview  and  Mrs. 
Allen  Adcock  and  Mrs.  Rutledge 
Jones  are  coordinators  of  Family 
Ministries.  The  Rev.  Louis  M. 
Coppage  is  pastor. 

THE  UMY  OF  WYNN  MEMORIAL 
United  Metli odist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port  held  a  Sweetheart  Banquet 
on  Feb.  10.  The  previous  week¬ 
end,  several  youth  participated 
in  the  Conference  Youth  Retreat 
held  at  Camp  Istrouma.  The  Rev. 
Harold  Longfellow  is  the  pastor 
at  Wynn. 

BROTHERHOOD  WEEK  services 
in  First  Church,  Shreveport,  fea¬ 
tured  Sister  Margaret  McCaffrey 
from  St.  Joesph  Catholic  Churchj 
Rabbi  Richara  Zionts  from  B’Nai 
Zion  Temple;  and  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  E.  Gibson  of  the  Parkview 
Baptist  Church.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes, 
Jr.,  pastor,  was  recently  selected 
to  receive  the  Brotherhood  Cita¬ 
tion  by  the  Shreveport  Chapter  of 
the  National  Council  of  Christians 
and  Jews. 

THE  ANDERSON  COMMUNITY 
Chorus  presented  a  concert  in  the 
Gonzales  United  Methodist  Church 
Sunday  evening,  March  11.  The 
chorus  is  made  up  of  Black  singers 
from  the  Ascension  Parish  area 
and  the  town  of  Gonzales.  The 
group  is  directed  by  McKinley 
Anderson  who  is  a  counselor  at 
the  Gonzales  Elementary  School. 
The  Rev.  C.  B.  Humphreys  was 
host  pastor. 
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An  adult  Ceramics  Class  was  recently  started  in  First  Church,  Lake  Char¬ 
les,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Commission  on  Missions  and  Social 
Concerns.  The  group  meets  every  Tuesday  from  10  a.m,  until  2  p.m.  in  a 
room  set  aside  for  this  project,  with  two  ceramics  kilns.  Pictured  is  a 
group  actively  at  work.  Mrs.  Jesse  R.  (Elaine)  Porter,  seen  at  right  center, 
is  teacher  of  the  class,  and  chairman  of  the  commission.  Dr.  George  F. 
Pearce,  Jr.  is  pastor. 


BISHOP  FINIS  A.  CRUTCHFIELD 
was  the  speaker  at  Ash  Wednes¬ 
day  services  in  New  Orleans  at 
the  Church  House.  Scheduled  for 
the  noon  service  on  Thursday, 
March  8,  was  the  Rev.  Robert 
Jamieson,  pastor  of  Munholland 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
Dr.  David  E.  Mason,  new  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches, 
was  the  speaker  on  Friday. 

A  STUDY  ON  INDIA  is  being  held 
in  David  Haas  Memorial  Church  at 
Bunkieon  four  Tuesdays:  Mar.  13, 
20  and  27,  and  April  3,  with  Mrs. 
Jack  Cochran  as  the  leader.  Mrs. 
Kitty  Kelley  gave  the  introduction, 
telling  of  her  recent  visit  in  India. 

“MISSIONS  MARCH  IN  MARCH” 
is  the  designation  that  the  Mans¬ 
field  United  Methodist  Church  is 
giving  to  the  mission  study.  Mrs. 
Bob  Richardson  is  in  charge  of 
the  children’s  study.  Dr.  Webb 
Pomeroy  is  leading  the  youth  and 
adults  in  a  study  of  the  Book  of 
Romans.  The  Mansfield  minister 
is  the  Rev.  George  L.  Thomas. 

THE  DeRIDDER  CHURCH  study 
of  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  being 
taught  by  Art  Smith  and  George 
Tellifero,  precedes  the  evening 
vesper  service  each  Sunday.  The 
Rev.  W.  Odell  Simmons  is  the 
pastor. 


THE  REV.  GARLAND  DEAN, 
Morningside  minister,  is  on  Tele¬ 
vision  Station  KSLA,  Channel  12, 
Shreveport,  each  morning  at  6:50 
a.m.,  March  12-16. 

CANDIDATES  FOR  MAYOR  of 
Bossier  City  were  supper  guests 
in  Barksdale  United  Methodist 
Church,  March  11.  The  Rev.  John 
R.  Johns  was  host  pastor. 

THE  CLINTON  United  Methodist 
Church  held  a  fellowship  dinner 
on  March  4  with  Billy  Andrews, 
linebacker  for  the  Cleveland 
Browns,  professional  football 
team,  as  the  guest  speaker.  The 
Rev.  Laster  Nance  was  host  pas¬ 
tor. 

HORSESHOE  DRIVE  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  will 
have  a  Lay  Witness  Mission  the 
weekend  or  March  23-25.  “Tank” 
and  Dorothy  Harrison  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  are  coordinators  for  the 
event.  Jack  Vizcarrondo  is  serv¬ 
ing  as  local  general  chairman. 
The  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is  the 
pastor. 

DR.  CARL  LUEG,  Shreveport 
District  Superintendent,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Feb.  19  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  Men  in  Christ 
Church,  Shreveport.  The  Rev. 
Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr.  was  host  pas¬ 
tor. 


The  Men’s  Club  of  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur,  began  a  series  of  programs. 
Mar. -2,  dealing  with  “The  Methodist  Man  and  his  Role  in  Society.’  The 
Rev.  Stone  Caraway  of  Simpson  Church,  Lake  Charles,  was  the  guest 
speaker,  describing  the  "Ideal  Layman.’’  Rayburn  Fugatt,  president, 
presided. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  reguiar  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Mar.  18 — Sunday  ..  .Matt.  9:27-34 

Mar.  19  . . . Matt.  12:22-30 

Mar.  20  . Mark  1:21-28,  32-34 

Mar.  21  . Mark  6:7-13 

Mar.  22  . Mark  9:14-29 

Mar.  23  . Luke  8:26-39 

Mar.  24  . Luke  10:1-24 

Mar.  25 — Sunday  Matt.  11:1-6 


AN  ORGANIZATIONAL  meeting 
for  senior  members  of  the  Black- 
water  United  Methodist  Church  is 
scheduled  to  be  held  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  March  21,  at  a  noon  lunch¬ 
eon.  Guest  speakers  will  be  the 
Rev.  Jim  Humphreys,  associate 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  the  Rev.  Taylor  Wall, 
pastor  of  the  Istrouma  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Black- 
water  minister  is  the  Rev.  William 
Blakely. 

THE  REV.  ED  KILBOURNE  gave 
a  concert  of  religious  folk  music, 
March  9,  in  the  Munholland  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church  at 
Metairie  where  his  brother,  Kent 
Kilbourne,  is  the  associate  pas¬ 
tor.  The  UMY  sponsored  the  free 
concert,  Ed  is  a  member  of  the 
North  Alabama  Conference  and 
serves  as  a  member- atr large,  giv¬ 
ing  concerts  all  over  the  United 
States.  The  Rev.  Robert  Jamieson 
is  the  senior  minister  at  Munhol¬ 
land. 

DR.  W.  J.  A.  POWER,  associate 
professor  of  Old  Testament  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
was  guest  lecturer  for  the  West 
Calcasieu  Lay  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  held  in  the  Henning  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  at  Sul¬ 
phur,  March  2,  3  and  4.  Sponsor¬ 
ing  churches  for  the  event  includ¬ 
ed  First  Christian  of  Sulphur, 
Holy  Trinity  Episcopal,  and  the 
Maplewood,  Vinton,  Wesley  and 
West  Lake  United  Methodist 
Churches. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  CLUB 
of  the  Pollock  United  Methodist 
Church  had  a  recent  program  present¬ 
ed  by  a  youth  group  called  “The 
Way.”  Members  of  The  Way  are  from 
all  churches  of  the  area  and  are  direct¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  Penny  Johnson,  a  member 
of  the  Pollock  United  Methodist 
Church.  In  addition  to  singing,  the 
young  people  gave  personal  testimon¬ 
ies  for  Christ.  The  Rev.  E.  M.  Dill  was 
host  pastor. 


P.K.  KORNER 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jay  V.  Daigle,  Sr., 
of  Baton  Rouge,  announce  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  their  daughter,  Janice,  to  Mor¬ 
ris  W.  Seneca,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Haywood  Seneca  of  Plaquemine.  The 
couple  was  married  in  the  Istrouma 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  with  the  bride’s  father  and  the 
Rev.  John  Oldham  performing  the 
ceremony. 
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A  skit  and  panel  discussion  on  the  new  organization  of  United 
Methodist  Women  was  held  Sunday  afternoon  at  the  Istrouma  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Those  seated  are,  from  left:  Mrs.  Ruby 
Pritchard,  Mrs.  Earl  Turner  and  Mrs.  Bess  Ratliff.  Standing: 
Mrs.  Vera  Fetch  is  president  of  WSCS  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Rush  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  WSG. 


Members  of  the  Gueydan  Church  WSCS  are  shown  preparing  kits  to  send  to 
Hammond  Migrant  Ministries.  From  left,  they  are  Mrs.  Harris  Miller,  presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  Vernon  Hair,  chairwoman  of  McCain  Circle;  Mrs.  Robert  Peter¬ 
son,  missionary  education;  Mrs.  John  Hudson,  chairwoman  of  Dodson 
Circle;  and  Mrs.  Ira  Searle,  local  church  responsibilities. 

t 


Shreveport  to  host  Triennial  Assembly 
of  Church  Women  United 


REPORT  ON  1972 
GIVING  BY  WOMEN 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Giving  by 
women  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  missions  and  related  causes 
through  their  organization(s)  during 
1972  was  a  little  more  than  1  per 
cent  below  1971,  according  to  pre¬ 
liminary  figures  released  here. 

However,  according  to  the  chief  fi¬ 
nancial  officer,  there  was  no  deficit 
in  1972  as  in  three  previous  years. 

Women  in  the  denomination  are  in 
a  process  of  moving  from  two  organi¬ 
zations  —  the  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild  —  to  a  single  inclusive 
new  organization.  United  Methodist 
Women.  Groups  on  local  and  regional 
levels  are  at  varying  stages  in  the 
transition. 

Giving  through  the  organization(s) 
is  to  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  Division  being  the  national 
policy-making  body  for  about  1,500,- 
000  members. 

In  1972  the  Women’s  Division  re- 
seived  total  income  of  $13,072,681 
from  the  ^ving  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  most  of  it  through  an  annual 
pledge-to-missions  by  individual  mem¬ 
bers,  said  Florence  Little,  New  York, 
Division  treasurer.  That  was  $145,- 
790,  or  just  over  1  per  cent,  lower 
than  1971  income  of  $13,218,471,  she 
said. 

However,  for  the  year  there  was  an 
excess  of  income  over  expenditures  of 
$241,556,  reversing  the  situation  of 
three  previous  years  (1969-70-71) 
when  deficits  in  appropriations  (the 
budget)  had  to  be  made  up  from 
sources  other  than  women’s  giving, 
Miss  Little  said. 

t 

SLIDELL  CHURCH  MEMBERS 
are  making  a  study  of  the  Book  of 
Romans  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  George  Hay  of  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Mr.  Hay  directs  the  George 
Hay  Ministries,  Inc.,  an  interde¬ 
nominational  work  of  renewal. 
The  Bible  Study  is  being  held 
each  Sunday  during  Lent  from 
5:30-7:00p.m.  The  Rev.  J.  Philip 
Woodland  is  the  Slidell  minister. 
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News  in  Brief 

A  CHURCH- WIDE  STUDY  of  India 
was  held  by  members  of  First 
Church,  Minden,  Feb.  25,  26  and 
27.  Miss  Lillian  Kennedy  of  Baton 
Rouge  was  leader  and  resource 
person  for  the  adults.  She  has 
taught  the  course  in  district  and 
conference  Schools  of  Mission. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  V.  K.  Unni  of  Karala, 
India,  were  resource  persons  for 
children  and  youth.  Mr.  Unni  is 
completing  his  Ph.  D.  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  Tech  and  teaches  at  Grambling 
College.  Kirit  C.  Modi  of  Ahmeda- 
bad,  India,  a  student  at  Tech,  met 
with  the  youth  on  Monday.  Mrs. 
F.  E.  Kennon  is  coordinator  of  the 
study.  The  Rev.  Kirby  Vining  is 
pastor. 

THE  NORTH  HIGHLANDS  Church 
Newsletter  of  March  1  printed  late 
news  of  the  Frank  Messengers. 
The  missionary  family  has  reached 
Rhodesia  safely  ana  are  settling 
down  despite  the  fact  that  they  all 
had  the  flu  after  arriving  there. 
They  are  living  in  a  15  room  house 
which  was  formerly  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Hospital.  Their  ad¬ 
dress  is:  140  Fern  Road,  Hatfield, 
Salisbury,  Rhodesia. 

THE  WESLEYAN  BELL  CHOIR 
of  First  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
recently  raised  $350  from  a  gumbo 
supper.  This  will  be  directed  to¬ 
ward  the  expenses  of  a  summer 
concert  tour.  The  group  presented 
a  concert  in  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  PortNeches  on  March  4. 

PARKER  MEMORIAL  CHURCH 
members  in  New  Orleans  will  host 
a  unique  pot  luck  supper  on  Fri¬ 
day,  March  23.  Members  of  Napo¬ 
leon  Avenue  and  Felicity  United 
Methodists  Churches  are  invited. 
Members  of  the  Spanish  speaking 
congregation  at  Felicity  will  bring 
dishes  representative  of  their 
home  country.  Dr.  Manuel  Garcia 
will  direct  a  program  of  Spanish 
songs. 


The  Triennial  Assembly  of  Church 
Women  United  in  Louisiana  will  be 
held  in  Shreveport,  March  29-30,  in 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  guest  speakers  will  be  Mrs. 
Clarie  Collins  Harvey,  national  presi¬ 
dent  of  Church  Women  United,  and 
the  Rev.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Rowand,  Jr., 
president  of  the  International  Chris¬ 
tian  Women’s  Fellowship,  Disciples  of 
Christ.  Mrs.  G.  W.  (Estelle)  Dameron, 
a  former  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service, 
now  state  president  of  CWU  will  pxe- 
side. 

The  meeting  will  convene  with  a 
luncheon  on  Thursday  and  close  with 
thp  Friday  luncheon.  The  general  theme 
Will  be  “Comprehension  of  Our  Faith 
as  Christians,  Ourselves  as  Women, 
United  in  Creative  and  Flexible  Rela¬ 
tionships.” 

Mrs.  Rowand  will  speak  on  Thurs-- 


‘Equal  Rights’  Support  Asked 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)— A  plea  for 
United  Methodist  women  to  support 
the  proposed  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  in  states  where  it  is  now  before 
legislatures  for  ratification  has  been 
sent  to  denominational  women  leaders 
in  those  states. 

Presidents  of  conference  units  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  the  new 
women’s  organization  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  have  been  asked  to 
work  for  ratification,  along  with  other 


RON  HUFFMAN  and  Ken  Richard¬ 
son,  Jr.,  both  active  in  the  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  at  Ruston,  visited 
Pollock  United  Methodist  Church  at 
the  invitation  of  Lay  Speaker  Arthur 
Haas,  Mar.  4,  and  challenged  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Senior  Youth  Class.  Ron, 
a  Texas  A  &  M  graduate  in  psychol¬ 
ogy,  and  Ken,  an  English  major  at  La. 
Tech,  asked  two  questions;  Is  it  God’s 
will  to  reach  the  world  in  this  genera¬ 
tion?  If  so,  can  we  reach  them  as 
Christians  the  way  we  are  today?  The 
Rev.  E.  M.  Dill  is  the  Pollock  minis¬ 
ter. 


day  afternoon,  using  as  her  topic  “Put¬ 
ting  Woman  in  Her  Place.”  During  the 
reaction  groups  following,  women  will 
raise  questions  and  make  comments. 

On  Thursday  evening,  Mrs.  Harvey 
will  address  the  group  on  “CWU; 
Ready  to  Hear,  to  Act,  to  be  on  Our 
Way  Together.” 

Officers  will  be  elected  and  installed 
on  Friday  morning. 

Registrations  for  meals  should  be 
made  by  March  23  and  paid  in  ad¬ 
vance  to;  Mrs.  Earl  Miles,  Route  2, 
Box  162-B,  Greenwood,  La.  71033. 
$5.00  will  pay  for  all  three  meals, 
which  are  an  integral  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Registration  fee  of  $2.00  may 
be  paid  after  arrival.  Motel  reserva¬ 
tions  at  $8.50,  single,  or  $12.50,  doub¬ 
le,  at  the  Mid-City  Motor  Hotel  (two 
blocks  from  the  church)  should  be 
made  through  Mrs.  Lee  Tidwell,  655 
Robinson  Place,  Shreveport,  71104. 
t 


groups  such  as  Business  and  Profes¬ 
sional  Women,  N.  O.  W.  (National 
Organization  for  Women)  and  the  A. 
A.  U.  W.  (American  Association  of 
University  Women).  The  amendment 
would  be  the  27th  to  the  Constitution 
and  is  designed  to  prevent  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  men  and  women  because 
of  sex.  It  passed  Congress  in  1971-72, 
and  has  been  ratified  by  27  state  legis¬ 
latures. 

t 

Giving  by  Women  Drops  1  Per  Cent 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Giving  by 
women  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  missions  and  related  causes 
during  1972  was  a  little  more  than  1 
I^r  cent  below  1971,  according  to  pre¬ 
liminary  figures  released  here. 

However,  said  the  chief  financial 
officer,  there  was  no  deficit  in  1972  as 
in  three  previous  years.  In  1972  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  received  total  income  of 
$13,072,681  from  the  giving  of  United 
Methodist  Women,  which  was  $145,- 
790,  lower  than  1971  income  of  $13,- 
218,471. 
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SuKda^  Sc^mI 


(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  —  March,  April  and  M(^  —  under  the  general 
topic:  "Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.”) 


LESSON  FOR  MARCH  25:  God  Loves  Us 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Psalms  103:8-14, 
Hosea  11:1-9;  John  3:16-17;  Ephesians  1:3-10 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  The  Lord  is  merciful  and 
gracious,  slow  to  anger  and  abounding  in  stead¬ 
fast  love.  (Psalms  103:8) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  recognize  the  fact  that 
God’s  love  for  us  is  the  source  of  our  hope  for 
victtmous  living. 

*  *  * 


In  the  past  three  lessons  we  have  been  given  an 
insight  into  the  situation  in  which  our  human  race 
finds  itself  today.  God  created  a  good  world.  He 
formed  man  and  endowed  him  with  something  of 
his  own  nature,  including  the  power  of  choice.  Man 
rebelled  against  God’s  will  for  his  life  and  insisted 
upon  determining  for  himself  what  is  right  and  what 
is  wrong.  In  so  doing  he  brought  upon  himself  and 
upon  the  race  a  flood  of  evil  and  disastrous  conse¬ 
quences. 

The  next  group  of  lessons,  which  come  during 
the  season  of  the  year  when  the  Christian  commun¬ 
ity  is  thinking  most  frequently  of  the  events  in  the 
earthly  ministry  of  Jesus  which  led  to  His  Crucifixion 
and  Resurrection,  will  be  based  on  God’s  continuing 
concern  for  the  race  He  created  and  His  endeavor 

to  bring  His  children  out  of  bondage  and  failure. 

*  *  * 

“WHAT  CAN  I  COUNT  ON?” 

Many  years  ago  a  philosopher  asked  a  very  pro¬ 
found  question,  “Is  the  universe  friendly?”  AU  of 
us  have  asked  the  same  question,  at  one  time  or  an¬ 
other,  but  in  less  lofty  terms.  We  would  probably 
say,  “Is  there  any  reality  upon  which  I  can  depend 
for  help  when  I  seek  to  do  the  best  I  know  in  a  world 
in  which  there  are  so  many  odds  against  me?”  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  most 
heartening  answer  to  this  question  is  found  in  the 
affirmation  that  is  the  tlteme  of  our  lesson  today, 
“God  loves  us.”  If  we  really  believe  this  statement 
to  be  true,  we  are  ready  to  face  life  with  confidence 
whatever  it  brings  of  good  or  evil. 

How  did  man  arrive  at  this  conviction  about 
God’s  feeling  toward  him?  Is  it  based  on  truth  or  is 
it  merely  an  endeavor  to  find  some  fragment  of 
comfort  and  hope  in  an  otherwise  meaningless  and 
hopeless  world?  This  assurance  comes  to  him  through 
the  combination  of  two  sources  of  knowledge:  reason 
and  revelation. 

*  *  * 

THE  TESTIMONY  OF  REASON 

What  does  reason  say  to  him?  We  have  referred 
in  an  earlier  lesson  to  the  fact  that  the  world  we 
live  in  is  part  of  an  orderly  universe.  We  cannot 
escape  the  belief  that  the  creative  power  that  main¬ 
tains  the  natural  order  is  one  of  intelligent  purpose. 
Even  more  fully  is  that  fact  made  evident  in  the 
being  called  “Man”  who  can  think  and  remember 
and  plan  and  make  decisions.  In  this  human  creature 
there  is  another  quality  that  we  call  affection  or 
love.  It  manifests  itself  at  various  levels.  It  is  the 
force  that  holds  families  together  and  is  the  basis 
of  the  self-sacrificing  quality  that  we  have  witnessed 
in  normal  parenthood.  It  even  goes  beyond  the 
bonds  of  blood  relationship.  “Greater  love  hath  no 
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man  than  this  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends.”  Just  as  we  could  not  conceive  of  a  Creator 
God  who  had  less  intelligence  than  the  man  he 
brought  into  being,  so  we  cannot  imagine  a  God 
who  embodies  less  of  the  quality  of  love  than  the 

creature  he  formed.  So  much  for  the  voice  of  reason. 

*  *  * 

THE  VOICE  OF  REVELATION 

And  what  does  revelation  say  to  us?  To  those 
who  insist  on  believing  that  there  is  no  God  and  that 
the  universe  is  the  product  of  blind  and  purposeless 
chance,  it  says  nothing.  But  to  those  who  believe 
that  there  must  be  at  least  as  much  intelligence  and 
love  in  the  Creator  as  there  is  in  the  being  he 
created,  there  is  a  conviction  that  this  God  will  use 
every  possible  means  of  making  himself  known  to 
those  whom  He  has  created.  He  was  able  to  make 
partial  revelation  through  the  Old  Testament  proph¬ 
ets.  Hosea,  for  example,  looked  into  his  own  heart 
and  found  a  feeling  of  pity  and  affection  for  an  un¬ 
faithful  wife.  Would  God  do  less?  The  shepherd 
guarding  and  guiding  his  flock  on  a  Judean  hillside 
felt  this  truth  welling  up  in  his  heart  and  put  it  into 
words  we  still  repeat,  “The  Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I 
shall  not  want.”  In  the  life  and  ministry  of  Jesus 
this  fact  that  is  earlier  envisioned  came  into  the 
fullness  of  its  revelation.  Out  of  this  disclosure  of 
God’s  nature  comes  the  pivotal  declaration  of  the 
entire  Book,  “For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he 
gave  his  only  son  that  whoever  believes  in  Him 
should  not  perish  but  have  eternal  life.”  This  is  the 
message  of  revelation.  These  two  sources  of  truth — 
reason  and  revelation — are  not  contrary  to  each 
other  but  each  supplements  and  supports  the  other. 

*  *  * 

THE  DIFFERENCE  IT  MAKES 

How  does  this  inner  assurance  that  God  really 
loves  us  affect  our  lives  in  the  course  of  our  hand¬ 
ling  the  demands  of  each  day  and  of  facing  the 
problems  of  a  troubled  world?  First,  it  gives  a  sense 
of  purpose  and  meaning  to  even  the  ordinary  activi¬ 
ties  of  daily  living.  In  the  last  book  that  he  wrote, 
“The  Unshakable  Kingdom  and  the  Unchanging 
Person,” — although  he  was  working  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  book  at  the  time  of  his  final  summons  which 
came  a  few  weeks  ago — Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  has 
this  comment  about  our  present  situation:  “Life  for 
the  modern  man  in  East  and  West  needs  something 
to  give  total  meaning  to  an  otherwise  fragmented 
life.  He  needs  some  absolute  from  which  he  can 
work  down  to  the  relativisms  of  the  day,  a  master 
light  of  all  his  seeing.  He  is  being  pushed  and  pulled 
and  beckoned  to,  enticed  and  bludgeoned  from  all 
directions.  He  is  being  pushed  from  relativism  to 
relativism.  He  is  confused — the  most  confused  and 
yet  the  most  intelligent  person  that  ever  existed.  He 
knows  everything  about  life,  except  how  to  live  it 
.  .  .  One  thing  about  the  universe  is  settled  and 
settled  satisfactorily — there  is  a  God,  Our  Heavenly 
Father,  and  he  is  Christlike  in  character.  Nothing 
could  be  settled  more  satisfactorily.”  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  more  accurate  diagnosis  of  man’s 
deepest  malady  or  a  more  unfailing  remedy  for  his 
plight  than  in  these  words  of  this  renowned  and  be¬ 
loved  missionary-evangelist. 

The  psychiatrist,  Carl  Jung,  reported  that  of  the 
hundreds  of  patients  he  had  treated  there  had  not 
been  one  in  the  second  half  of  life  whose  problem, 
in  the  last  resort,  was  not  that  of  finding  a  religious 


outlook  on  life.  They  had  lost  that  which  the  living 
religions  had  given  their  followers.  And  he  added, 
“None  of  them  has  been  really  healed  who  did  not 
regain  his  religious  outlook.”  Commitment  to  Christ 
gives  this  outlook  that  confident  living  demands. 

*  *  * 

THE  HIGHER  CONFORMITY 

Second,  it  gives  us  a  sense  of  confidence  that  we 
are  moving  in  harmony  with  the  deeper  currents  of 
reality  rather  than  contrary  to  them  when  we  seek 
to  live  by  the  law  of  love  in  dealing  with  others.  If 
God  is  love,  as  the  Christian  revelation  insists,  then 
in  the  long  run,  because  God  is  eternal  only  that 
which  abides  in  love  can  endure. 

You  have  no  doubt  observed,  as  I  have,  a  forest 
of  pine  trees  growing  on  a  steep  hillside.  In  spite 
of  the  slope  on  which  they  grew,  each  one  stood 
upright.  Somewhere  I  read  that  the  topmost  twig  on 
a  conifer  always  points  straight  up.  If  these  trees 
had  grown  straight  out  from  the  level  on  which  they 
stood  they  could  not  have  grown  tall;  the  force  of 
gravity  would  have  pulled  them  down.  But  they  re¬ 
fused  to  conform  to  their  environment.  Or,  to  put 
it  another  way,  they  conformed  to  a  higher  law — 
the  law  that  was  set  by  the  exact  horizontal  level 
of  the  earth’s  surface.  And  so  it  is  with  life.  “Don’t 
be  conformed  to  this  world,  but  let  Christ  give  you 
a  new  outlook  and  then  you  can  discern  the  will  of 
God.” 

*  *  * 

“A  NEW  COMMANDMENT’ 

The  standard  of  living  that  is  portrayed  in  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  a  statement  of  impossible 
idealism  if  it  is  approached  only  on  the  level  of  a 
code  of  impersonal  ethics.  In  many  of  its  require¬ 
ments — “Love  your  enemies  and  pray  for  those 
who  persecute  you;  if  forced  to  go  a  mile,  go  a  sec¬ 
ond  mile;  if  your  coat  is  seized,  give  your  cloak 
also” — it  becomes  meaningful  only  when  it  is  ac¬ 
cepted  as  guidelines  for  those  who  have  taken  fel¬ 
lowship  with  Christ  seriously  enough  to  respond  to 
a  new  center  of  life  as  expressed  in  his  words,  “This 
is  my  commandment  that  you  love  one  another  as  I 
have  loved  you.”  When  this  new,  life-changing  ex¬ 
perience  becomes  a  reality  we  can  enter  into  the 
kind  of  living  that  Paul  had  in  mind  when  he  wrote: 
“Love  is  patient;  love  is  kind  and  envies  no  one. 
Love  is  never  boastful,  nor  conceited,  nor  rude; 
never  selfish,  not  quick  to  take  offense.  Love  keeps 
no  score  of  wrongs;  does  not  gloat  over  other  men’s 
sins,  but  delights  in  the  truth.  There  is  nothing  love 
cannot  face;  there  is  no  limit  to  its  faith,  its  hope, 
and  its  endurance.  Love  will  never  come  to  an  end.” 
(N.E.B.)  All  of  this  is  a  partial  reflection  of  the  life 
that  had  actually  been  lived  out  in  the  flesh  in  the 
little  country  of  Palestine. 

Dr.  James  S.  Stewart,  the  great  Scottish  preach¬ 
er,  writes:  “Wherever  Jesus  went,  he  found  hearts 
that  were  hungry  for  love.  On  the  jaded  face  of  a 
Zacchaeus,  in  the  glib  talk  of  a  Samaritan  woman, 
in  the  weary  looks  of  an  inarticulate  shepherdless 
crowd,  that  hunger  for  love  struck  at  Christ’s  own 
heart.  Hence  he  laid  it  down  that,  while  men  did  not 
need  many  qualifications  to  be  his  disciples,  no  man 
could  be  a  disciple  who  was  not  prepared  to  love. 
The  heart  of  the  world  was  crying  for  love? 

We  are  able  to  approximate  this  exalted  stand¬ 
ard  of  living  only  because  God  is  love  and  because 
God  loves  us. 
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World  Methodist  Historical  Society 
to  hold  July  meeting  in  Bristol 


PHILADELPHIA  (UMI)  —  Plans 
are  well  advanced  for  a  regional  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  World  Methodist  Historical 
Society  at  Wesley  College,  Bristol, 
England,  July  17-21,  it  has  been  an- 
ounced  by  the  Rev.  Frederick  E. 
Maser  of  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Maser  is 
executive  secretary  of  the  society. 

The  high-level  conference  will  be 
attended  by  some  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  Methodist  historians  of  England, 
Europe  and  the  United  States,  Dr. 
Maser  said.  Theme  of  the  meeting  will 
be:  “Methodism  in  its  Cultural  and 
Evangelical  Context.” 

Lecturers  will  include  Dr.  Frank 
Baker  of  Duke  University;  Bishop  Ole 
E.  Borgen  of  Stockholm,  Sweden;  Dr. 
Maldwyn  Edwards  of  Bristol,  England; 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  Atlanta, 
Georgia;  the  Rev.  Arne  Hassing  of 
Northwestern  University;  Dr.  Richard 
P.  Heitzenrather  of  Centre  College, 
Kentucky;  the  Rev.  Lawrence  O.  Kline 
of  Duke  University; 

Also,  Dr.  John  H.  S.  Kent,  head  of 
the  department  of  theology.  University 
of  Bristol,  England;  Dr.  Maser;  Bishop 
T.  Otto  Nall  of  Clearwater,  Fla.;  Dr. 
Albert  C.  Outler  of  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University;  Dr.  Grant  S.  Shockley 
of  Candler  School  of  Theology,  At¬ 
lanta;  and  Dr.  John  Walsh,  Fellow  of 
Jesus  College,  Oxford  University. 


Southern  Asia/ 
North  India  union 
date  set 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  The  long- 
delayed  and  sometimes  in  doubt  union 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Southern 
Asia  (MCSA)  and  the  Church  of  North 
India  (CNI)  has  formally  been  set  for 
November  29,  1973,  according  to  re¬ 
ports  to  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

The  MCSA  is  officially  the  South¬ 
ern  Asia  Central  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Its  mem¬ 
bership  of  about  600,000,  added  to 
CNI’s  700,000  members,  would  bring 
into  being  a  church  virtually  double 
the  size  of  either.  The  Indian  church 
is  the  largest  body  of  United  Metho¬ 
dists  outside  the  U.S. 

According  to  the  reports,  the  MC¬ 
SA  Executive  Board  has  called  an  ad¬ 
journed  session  of  the  Central  Con¬ 
ference  for  Aug.  6-8  to  complete  pre¬ 
parations  for  union  and  to  finish  nec¬ 
essary  business  of  the  MCSA  as  a  de¬ 
nomination. 

It  is  anticipated  the  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  session  will  nominate  six  per¬ 
sons  for  election  as  bishops  of  the  CNI. 
Under  previously  negotiated  terms  of 
union,  the  MCSA  had  been  allocated 
a  total  of  10  bishops  in  the  leadership 
of  the  CNI.  The  six  would  be  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  present  four  active  MCSA 
bishops. 

Any  question  about  the  legality  of 
union  was  cleared  away  by  a  United 
Methodist  Judicial  Council  decision  in 
1972.  The  MCSA  had  been  scheduled 
to  join  six  other  denominations  in 
forming  the  CNI  in  1970  but  did  not 
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Because  this,  is  also  a  conference  to 
explore  the  material  available  for 
Methodist  historical  research,  several 
hours  of  lectures,  panel  discussions 
and  open  forums  will  center  on  “Meth¬ 
odist  Archives  in  England”  and  “The 
Cutting  Edge  of  Methodist  History.” 
There  will  be  unstructured  discussion 
on  gaps  that  need  to  be  filled  and 
works  that  are  now  in  progress. 

Lecturers  and  panelists  for  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  conference  include;  Dr. 
John  C.  Bowmer,  archivist  to  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Great  Britain; 
Mr.  John  A.  Vickers,  senior  lecturer 
in  religious  studies  at  the  College  of 
Education,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex,  Eng¬ 
land;  Dr.  John  H.  Ness,  Jr.,  Lake  Jun- 
aluska,  N.  C.,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Commission  on  Archives  and  His¬ 
tory  of  the  United  Methodist  Church; 
and  Dr.  Kenneth  E.  Rowe,  editor  of 
the  forthcoming  Methodist  Union  Cat¬ 
alogue. 

Dr.  Ness  is  registrar  for  the  con¬ 
ference.  He  has  announced  that  per¬ 
haps  100  persons  will  be  coming  to 
the  conference  from  at  least  six  coun¬ 
tries,  including  Tlaiwan,  England, 
Sweden,  West  Germany,  the  German 
Democratic  Republic,  and  the  United 
States. 
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Changes  reported 
in  Algerian 
Methodism 

NEW  YORK  (UMI) — Achievement 
of  “practical  church  union”  and  an 
almost  180-degree  turn  in  relation¬ 
ships  are  in  the  forefront  of  United 
Methodist  developments  in  Algeria, 
says  a  United  Methodist  missions 
executive  with  20  years  service  in 
North  Africa  on  her  arrival  here  to 
take  up  new  duties  with  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Miss  Mary  Sue  Robinson  said 
things  have  “changed  drastically”  from 
early  1970  when  United  Methodist 
missionaries  were  facing  expulsion. 
Now,  she  said,  Algerian  officials  and 
agencies  are  asking  for  personnel  to 
serv6  in  several  specialized  categories 
and  that  the  workers  come  under 
church  auspices.  As  to  church  union. 
Miss  Robinson  said  that  the  small 
community  of  Protestants  in  Algeria 
achieved  in  1972  “for  all  practical 
purposes”  a  united  body  which  they 
are  calling  the  Protestant  Church  in 
Algeria. 


do  so  because  a  special  Central  Con¬ 
ference  session  in  August,  1970,  voted 
against  union  —  though  India’s  1 1  an¬ 
nual  conferences  had  previously  voted 
for  merger  by  the  required  majority. 
In  its  1970  action,  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  ruled,  the  Central  Conference  went 
“beyond  its  legal  authority”  and  the 
issue  of  church  union  was  still  “very 
much  alive”  for  the  MCSA. 


SOUTH  ORANGE,  N.J.  —  Members  of  the  planning  committee  for  the 
ecumenical  conference  held  at  Seton  Hall  University  in  South  Orange, 
discuss  the  conference  agenda.  From  left  to  right  are;  Dr. 
Richard  D.  Nesmith,  a  United  Methodist  staff  exeuctive;  Margrethe  B. 
J.  Brown,  interim  secretary  of  studies  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church;  Dr.  Paul  A.  Crow,  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union  (COCU),  and  Father  John  A.  Radano,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  religious  studies  at  Seton  Hall.  The  conference,  sponsored 
by  COCU  and  the  Seton  Hall  theological  faculty,  brought  together  some 
30  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants  to  consider  church  structures  and 
power  centers  in  relation  to  the  achievement  of  Christian  unity.  (RNS 
Photo) 
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More  churches  gain  autonomy  status 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  In  five  days 
in  mid-February,  United  Methodists  in 
Sierra  Leone  and  Liberia  inaugurated 
a  new  church  and  elected  two  new 
bishops. 

Reports  to  United  Methodist  Infor¬ 
mation  told  of  these  events: 

The  coming  into  being  of  the  25,- 
58 1-member  autonomous  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sierra  Leone  Feb. 
15,  and  the  election  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
B.  A.  Carew,  67,  a  long-time  United 
Methodist  leader,  as  first  bishop  of  the 
new  church. 

The  election  Feb.  20  of  the  Rev. 
Bennie  D.  Warner,  37,  as  bishop  of  the 
23,000-member  Liberia  Central  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  succeeds  the  late  Bishop 
Stephen  T.  Nagbe,  whose  funeral  Feb. 
11  was  eight  days  before  the  opening 
of  the  Central  Conference. 

The  becoming  autonomous  of  the 
church  in  Sierra  Leone  is  considered 
by  observers  a  kind  of  landmark,  as  it 
is  the  first  African  unit  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  become  indepen¬ 
dent  since  the  trend  to  autonomy  be¬ 
gan  in  1964.  Many  churches  have  be¬ 
come  autonomous  in  Asia  and  Latin 
America  in  the  last  nine  years. 

The  autonomy  has  special  signifi¬ 
cance  for  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren,  who  joined  with  former 
Methodists  in  1968  to  form  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  church  in  Sier¬ 
ra  Leone  was  started  through  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  EUB  missionaries  who  began 
work  in  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone’s  capi¬ 
tal,  in  1855.  The  country  became  the 
principal  EUB  “mission  field”  in  Af¬ 
rica.  African  church  workers  and  mis¬ 
sionaries  built  what  is  today  one  of 


the  larger  African  churches  related  to 
U.S.  Methodism. 

LATIN  AMERICAN  CENTRAL 
CONFERENCE  GIVES  WAY  TO 
AUTONOMOUS  CHURCHES 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Born  ih 
Guatemala  of  Indian  extraction,  a 
teacher  in  Costa  Rica  and  now  bishop 
of  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church 
of  Panama,  the  Rev.  Jacinto  Ordonez, 
37,  becomes  the  first  episcopal  leader 
of  the  world’s  newest  Methodist 
church. 

With  the  coming  to  autonomy  of  the 
Panama  church  Feb.  15,  only  a  week 
after  Costa  Rica’s  Methodists  became 
autonomous,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  U.S.  is  in  a  situation 
unique  in  its  five-year  history.  It  will 
be  linked  to  a  vast  area,  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica,  where  every  related  church  will 
be  either  an  autonomous  Methodist  or 
united  body.  The  relationship  will  be 
missional  —  through  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
— not  structural,  as  there  will  be  no 
organic  ties. 

Autonomy  for  Methodists  in  Costa 
Rica  and  Panama  means  the  end  of 
the  former  Latin  American  Central 
Conference,  all  of  whose  component 
conferences  have  become  autonomous 
churches  since  1969.  Permission  for  the 
last  two  to  become  autonomous  dur¬ 
ing  the  1973-76  quadrennium  was 
given  by  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Central  Conference  Affairs, 
of  which  Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn 
is  chairman,  had  said  both  churches 
met  the  requirements  for  autonomy. 
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Scarritt  College  names  president 


Global  Ministries  to  experiment  in 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  Dr. 
J.  Richard  Palmer,  vice  president  for 
development  at  Berea  College,  Berea, 
Ky.,  since  1969,  has  been  named  pres¬ 
ident  of  Scarritt  College  here,  effec¬ 
tive  July  1,  1973. 

The  announcement  was  made  March 
2  by  Bishop  H.  Yeakel,  Syracuse,  N, 
Y.,  president  of  the  Scarritt  Board  of 
Trustees. 

An  ordained  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister,  Dr.  Palmer  served  as  pastor  of 
the  Emmanuel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Denver  from  1944  to  1952 
before  going  to  Westminstei  College, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  where  he  served 
as  president  for  three  years.  He  then 
went  to  Momingside  College,  Sioux 
City,  la..  Where  he  was  president  from 
1956  to  1969. 

Dr.  Palmer  succeeds  Dr.  Gerald  An¬ 
derson  who  announced  his  resignation 
from  the  chief  administrative  position 
at  Scarritt  last  November.  Dr.  Ander¬ 
son  will  be  taking  a  position  with  Cor¬ 
nell  University,  Ithaca,  N.Y. 

During  his  four  years  at  Berea  Col¬ 
lege,  Dr.  Palmer  was  instrumental  in 
launching  a  Great  Commitments  Pro- 


International 
Affairs  panel 
holds  discussion 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)— Meeting  Feb. 
22  in  New  York,  the  21-member 
United  Methodist  Panel  on  Interna¬ 
tional  Affairs  re-elected  as  chairperson 
for  1973  Peggy  Billings  and  as  sec¬ 
retary  the  Rev.  A.  Dufiey  Ward.  Ms. 
Billings  is  assistant  general  secretary 
for  Christian  Social  Relations  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  Dr.  Ward  is  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society, 

Though  discussion  and  planning 
comprise  the  usual  agenda,  actions 
are  sometimes  taken  for  recommen¬ 
dation  to  agencies  represented  among 
panel  members.  On  a  wide-ranging 
agenda  for  discussion  at  the  meeting 
were  the  post-Vietnam  war  situation, 
amnesty,  future  U.  S.  relationships 
with  southern  Africa  and  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China,  United  Nations  in¬ 


Women’s  Caucus  Meets 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMI)— The 
United  Methodist  Church  National 
Women’s  Caucus  adopted  a  new  style 
of  collective  leadership  at  its  annual 
meeting  February  16-19  here. 

Eight  Kansas  City  church  women, 
including  three  students  at  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  were  chosen  as  a 
coordinating  group  to  serve  one  year. 
About  80,  predominantly  young.  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  women  from  around  the 
country  attended  the  meeting  which  in¬ 
cluded  workshops,  theological  reflec¬ 
tion  and  worship  celebrations.  The 
caucus  also  made  plans  to  organize 
women  in  the  five  jurisdictional  areas 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for 
the  purpose  of  combating  sex  discrim¬ 
ination  in  the  organized  ministry,  on 
national  church  boards  and  agencies 
and  in  local  church  offices. 


estate  planning/deferred  giving  program 


gram  with  an  official  goal  of  $35,- 
250,000  to  be  raised  during  a  five- 
year  period  ending  July  1,  1975.  With 
29  months  left,  $30,000,000  has  al¬ 
ready  been  raised.  Under  his  adminis¬ 
tration,  with  a  staff  of  34  full-time 
persons  in  the  development  office,  the 
annual  income  of  the  school  has  al¬ 
most  tripled,  according  to  Bishop  Yea¬ 
kel. 

Dr.  Palmer  earned  his  B.A.degree  at 
Dakota  Wesleyan  University,  Mitchell, 
S.D.,  and  his  Th.M.  degree  at  Iliff 
School  of  Theology,  Denver,  Colo.  He 
has  also  studied  at  Drew  University, 
Madison,  N.J.,  and  has  honorary  doc¬ 
torates  from  Rocky  Mountain  College, 
Billings,  Mont.;  Dakota  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity;  and  Westminster  College. 

Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Work¬ 
ers  is  the  only  institution  of  higher  ed¬ 
ucation  owned  and  operated  by  the  en¬ 
tire  United  Methodist  Church.  Over 
5,000  Scarritt  graduates  now  serve  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  field 
of  Christian  education  and  more  than 
half  of  all  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  have  attended  Scarritt. 
t 

COCU  plenary 
session  in  Memphis 
April  1-6 

Future  directions  of  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Church  Union  based  on  a  con¬ 
sideration  of  how  unity  and  union 
come  will  be  the  main  items  facing  the 
11th  plenary  session  of  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  April  1-6  in  Memphis,  Term.,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  final  draft  of  the  agenda. 

The  work  of  the  80  voting  delegates. 


volvement  in  the  development  ques¬ 
tion  and  the  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op’s  Call  for  Peace  and  the  Self-De¬ 
velopment  of  Peoples. 

Persons  on  the  panel  include  mem¬ 
bers  and/or  staff  from  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministaries,  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  Coordinating  Committee  for 
the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  Self- 
Development  of  Peoples  and  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications, 
t 


NEW  YORK  (UMI) — A  new  as¬ 
signment  for  a  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  marks  the  start  of  an  ex¬ 
perimental  endeavor  by  the  Board  in 
the  field  of  estate  planning  and  de¬ 
ferred  giving. 

Voted  in  1972  and  being  imple¬ 
mented  on  a  pilot  basis,  the  Current 
and  Deferred  Gifts  Program,  as  it  is 
called,  involves  assistance  in  estate 
planning  and  promotion  of  gifts  to  the 
Board  via  tax-saving  trusts,  wills  and 
other  means.  Said  Stephen  F.  Brimig- 
ion.  New  York,  Board  treasurer. 

Assigned  as  the  first  of  two  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  program  is  the  Rev.  War¬ 
ren  A.  Loesch,  New  York  and  Mont¬ 
clair,  N.  J.,  who  assumes  his  new 
position  March  9.  Announcing  the  as¬ 
signment,  Miss  Lois  C.  Miller,  New 
York,  Board  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  for  the  Education  and  Cultivation 
Division,  said  a  second  director,  a 
woman,  is  being  sought.  Dr.  Loesch 
who,  since  1968  has  been  executive 
secretary  of  cultivation  with  particular 
relation  to  the  Board’s  National  Divi¬ 
sion,  will  work  primarily  in  the  east¬ 
ern  part  of  the  country,  she  said.  The 
staff  will  be  related  administratively 
to  the  Education  and  Cultivation  Divi¬ 
sion. 


and  250  or  so  other  participants,  will 
center  on  four  issues  growing  out  of 
an  extensive  study  of  a  draft  plan  of 
union,  and  exploration  of  ways  to  in¬ 
volve  congregations  in  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  process.  The  four  concerns  have 
been  identified  by  an  Implications 
Team  reviewing  more  than  3,000  re¬ 
sponses  from  local  church  and  denom¬ 
inational  study  of  the  draft  plan  of 
rmion  released  in  1970. 

Included  in  the  concerns  is  the  is¬ 
sue  of  Christian  identity  and  local  con¬ 
gregations;  ways  in  wWch  the  church 
dan  overcome  past  injustices  to  minori¬ 
ties  and  receive  the  unique  gifts  these 
groups  can  provide;  an  increased  be¬ 
lief  on  the  part  of  Christians  that  in  a 
church  the  people  should  make  the  de¬ 
cisions;  and  church  imion  as  a  process 
of  involvement. 

t 


Mr.  Brimigion  explained  that  under 
the  Current  and  Deferred  Gifts  Pro¬ 
gram,  deferred  gifts  will  be  given  to 
the  Board  by  a  donor  who,  through  a 
trust  arrangement,  then  has  a  life  in¬ 
come.  After  the  donor’s  death  and  that 
of  his  (her)  last  income  beneficiary, 
the  Board  would  receive  the  deferred 
gift,  he  said. 

Mr.  Brimigion  said  that  though  the 
“pursuit  of  gifts  through  wills  and  be¬ 
quests  is  not  new  to  the  Board,  the 
emphasis  on  estate  planning  and  de¬ 
ferred  gift  promotion  is  a  new  thrust. 
This  new  approach  will  work  to  the 
mutual  benefit  of  the  donor  and  the 
institution.  The  Current  and  Deferred 
Gifts  Program  staff  will  work  with  key 
United  Methodist  Church  supporters, 
including  United  Methodist  Women.” 
t 

BISHOP  MARSHALL  R.  REED 

ADRIAN,  Mich.  (UMI)— Funeral 
services  for  retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Marshall  R.  Reed  were  held 
here  March  5.  The  81 -year-old  former 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  long-time  leader  of  Michigan 
Methodism  died  March  1  in  a  Chelsea 
(Mich.)  retirement  home  after  a  lengthy 
illness.  He  was  president  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  in  1962-63 
and  served  for  a  number  of  years  as 
president  of  the  denomination’s  Board 
of  Pensions. 

The  memorial  rites  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church  were  led  by  Bishop 
Dwight  E.  Loder  of  Detroit,  who  "in 
1964  succeeded  Bishop  Reed  as  head 
of  the  church’s  Michigan  Area,  and 
Bishop  Lloyd  C..Wicke  of  Fort  Myers, 
Florida,  long-time  friend  and  colleague, 
representing  the  Council  of  Bishops, 

Bishop  Reed  was  one  of  the  few 
men  in  the  denomination  who  spent 
his  entire  ministry  in  his  native  state. 
Bom  in  Onstead,  Michigan,  he  was 
graduated  from  Albion  (Mich.)  College 
and  for  more  than  30  years  served  as 
pastor  of  Methodist  churches  in  Mich¬ 
igan  until  he  was  elected  to  the  epis¬ 
copacy  in  1948,  Assigned  to  the  Mich¬ 
igan  Area,  he  served  as  its  bishop  un¬ 
til  his  retirement  16  years  later. 


Funds  allocated  for  rehabilitation  of  Vietnam 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMI)— Rehabili¬ 
tation  funds  for  Vietnam  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Fund  for 
Reconciliation  now  total  almost  two 
million  dollars,  it  has  been  announced 
by  the  Rev.  Raoul  C.  Calkins,  former 
executive  secretary  of  the  Fund  for 
Reconciliation. 

Dr.  Calkins  armounced  Feb.  27  that 
authorization  had  been  given  to  trans¬ 
fer  $711,932.52  from  the  Fund  for 
Reconciliation  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  for  use  in 
Vietnam.  Dr.  Calkins  served  as  the 
executive  of  the  Quadrennial  Em¬ 
phasis’  Fund  for  Reconciliation  for 
three  years  of  the  last  quadrennium, 
but  is  now  executive  coordinator  for 
the  World  Methodist  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mittee  and  is  based  in  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Dr.  Calkins  pointed  out  that  during 


the  1968-72  quadrennium  the  Quad¬ 
rennial  Emphasis  Committee  had  ap¬ 
proved  17  rehabilitation  projects  in 
Vietnam,  totaling  $846,570.  In  De¬ 
cember,  1972,  the  committee  released 
$500,000  to  be  part  of  an  interde¬ 
nominational,  international  Fund  for 
Reconstruction  and  Rehabilitation  in 
Indochina.  The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Harry 
Haines,  New  York,  executive  of  UM- 
COR,  is  a  member  of  this  committee. 
The  last  payment  of  $711,932.52 
brings  the  total  of  Vietnam  rehabilita¬ 
tion  contributions  to  $1,978,837.52. 

During  the  quadrennium.  Dr.  Calk¬ 
ins  said  that  total  receipts  from  the 
churches  to  the  general  part  of  the 
Fund  for  Reconciliation  amounted  to 
$6,788,824.38.  The  plan  called  for 
each  annual  (regional)  conference  to 
retain  an  equal  amount  of  money  for 
projects  in  its  own  area.  Assuming  that 
an  equal  amount  was  kept  for  projects 


in  annual  conferences,  the  total  giving 
to  the  Fund  for  Reconciliation  for  the 
quadreimium  would  be  $13,577,- 
648.75. 

Dr.  Calkins  pointed  out  that,  on 
both  the  conference  and  national 
levels,  more  than  1,400  projects  re¬ 
ceived  assistance  from  the  Fund  for 
Reconciliation. 

Other  major  grants  which  were  paid 
from  the  general  portion  of  the  Fund 
included:  Prior  claim  for  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race,  $700,- 
000;  Voluntary  Service,  $1,500,000; 
Black  Community  Developers,  $1,- 
000,000;  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal,  $180,000;  Atlanta  Area  Re¬ 
conciliation,  $150,000;  Mexican  Amer¬ 
ican  Neighborhood  Organizers,  $120,- 
000;  Los  Angeles  Brotherhood  Cru¬ 
sade,  $105,000;  Police  -  Community 
Relations,  $105,000. 
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Church  leaders  of  Logansport  United  Methodist  Church 
were  accorded  special  recognition  recently  at  a  Family 
Night  covered  dish  supper.  Some  of  the  leaders  (pic¬ 
tured  here,  left  to  right)  are:  Kenneth  Hendrickson, 
Charge  lay  leader;  Roland  Hart,  superintendent  of  Study 
Program;  Mrs.  Alma  Dodd,  WSCS  president;  Porter 
Dowling,  chairman  of  Administrative  Board;  Harold 
Price,  District  steward,  and  Dennis  Freeman,  treasurer. 

t 

lymn  Society  seeks  liturgical  compositions 


As  its  major  projects  for  new  liymns 
^nd  worship  materials  in  1973,  the 
Hymn  Society  of  America  is  asking 
hymn  writers,  liturgists,  clergymen,  and 
jsoncerned  laymen  to  compose  and 
submit  contemporary  and  relevant  new 
[contributions  toward  the  rituals,  or¬ 
dinances,  and  sacraments  of  the  Chrisr 
[tian  churches. 

“These  may  be  in  the  form  of 
hymns,  suitable  to  be  sung  at  particu¬ 
lar  occasions  and  services,  or  prose 
statements  of  prayer,  admonitions, 
charges,  etc.  for  the  same  occasion”* 
announces  President  J.  Vincent  Hig- 
Einson,  of  the  Society.  “Preferably  they 
should  be  written  in  ‘acceptable  Eng¬ 
lish’  in  contemporary  spoken  language; 
but,  if  well  done,  they  may  be  in  the 
language  long  familiar  within  the 
[church  (including  ‘thee’  and  ‘thou^) 
The  hymns  and  prose  writings  may  be 
n  such  areas  as:  creeds  and  affirma¬ 
tions,  confirmation,  acceptance  into 
jchurch,  baptism,  marriage,  holy  com- 
nunion,  burial  of  the  dead,  benedic- 
Itions,  ordination  of  ministers  and 
others,  dedication  of  church,  or  school, 
or  hospital,  etc.;  but  entirely  new  cate¬ 
gories  of  Christian  dedication  or  wor¬ 
ship  rnay  be  suggested.” 

All  contributions  for  appraisal  and 
publication  may  be  submitted  to  the 
panel  of  judges.  Hymn  Society  of 
America,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10027,  at  any  time  during 
1973,  but  not  later  than  December 
31.  Announcement  of  choices  by  the 
judges  will  not  be  made  until  after 


that  date.  Authors  should  retain  copies 
of  all  manuscripts  submitted.  All  ac¬ 
cepted  material  will  be  copyrighted  and 
published  by  the  Hymn  Society  of 
America,  and  will  be  made  available, 
without  charge,  to  hymnals,  editors, 
and  churches  desiring  to  publish  them. 

Mr.  Higginson  also  reports  that  in 
its  search  in  1972-73  for  new  hymns 
on  ecology,  conservation,  and  the 
“stewardship  of  the  good  earth,”  more 
than  800  newly-composed  texts  were 
submitted.  Eleven  judges  are  currently 
completing  their  examination  of  the 
manuscripts,  and  it  is  hoped  to  publish 
a  group  of  those  judged  “the  best” 
within  the  next  few  months. 

n- 

IRVINGS  TO  LEAD 
SCANDINAVIAN  TOUR 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Irving,  E, 
S.  M.  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bogalusa,  Louisiana  are  assembling  a 
tour  group  to  visit  the  Scandinavian 
countries  this  summer. 

The  group  will  leave  New  York  on 
the  evening  of  July  24th  and  return  on 
Aug.  14.  In  that  time  they  will  visit  the 
beautiful  countries  of  Holland,  Den¬ 
mark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Germany  and 
finally  London  before  their  return 
home.  The  cost  is  $1,129,  all  inclu¬ 
sive,  from  New  York  back  to  New 
York. 

Those  interested  should  write  to  the 
Rev.  Bill  Irving,  P.  O.  Box  1143, 
Bogalusa,  La.  70427  for  further  infor¬ 
mation. 

t 


Mr.  Frank  Jones  (stand¬ 
ing,  left),  of  Minden,  pre¬ 
sented  a  concert  at  a 
recent  Family  Nite  at 
Zachary  United  Methodist 
Church.  Standing  beside 
him  in  photo  is  the  Rev. 
Bob  Galatas,  pastor. 
(Seated,  left  to  right) 
Mrs.  C.  0.  Bozeman,  Mrs. 
Ike  Bozeman,  Sr.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  and  Mrs.  Morgan 
Lipscomb,  Family  coor¬ 
dinator. 


c7V(eTHODI5T  ©HILDREN’S  0{ome 

(Memorials  list  cpntinued  from  last  week) 


A.  G.  POWELL 
by  Mrs  .  Sara  S .  Stokes 
R.  G. BURFORD 
by  Mrs .  Sara  S .  Stokes 
MRS.  RUTH  PIERSON 
by  Mrs  .  Robert  Hart,  Jr . 

A.  C.  DURR 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Orlean  Jowers 
MRS.  MYRTLE  STEPHENS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Orlean  Jowers 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  D.  Adcock 
by  Miss  Patti  J.  Strother 
by  Mrs .  Pat  Strother 
MRS.  MABEL  WRIGHT 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  R.  O.  Boisture 
MRS.  FLOYD  DURHAM 
by  Cross  Roads  U.M.C. 

MRS.  C.  P.  GRAY,  SR. 

by  Zelma  Pipes  Milllken 
FRED  A.  FORT 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dennis  Freeman 
L.  C.  WAKELAND 
by  Mrs .  Cleo  Norris,  Mrs .  Fred 
Bennett,  Mrs .  Bill  Baker 
MRS.  G,  H.  PIERSON 
by  Mrs  .  J.  W.  Trieschmann 
MRS .  MYRTLE  STEPHENS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Debs  V.  Cannon 
ALTON  ISGITT 
by  Emmett  and  Rita  Hendricks 
JOHN  FORD 
by  Violet  I.  Ford 
JIM  GRIFFIN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Jones 
MISS  BESSIE  BOWMAN 
by  Glenmora  W.S.C.S. 

MRS .  RUTH  WILLIAMS  PIERSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  P.  A.  Cloutier 
MRS.  FLOYD  M.  DURHAM 
by  Wesley  Chapel  U.M.C., 
Coushatta 

MRS.  DOROTHY  WILLIAMSON 
INEICHEN 


by  Mrs.  Dell  Robinson 

T.  F.  PITTS 

by  Williams -Moyers  Circle,  Trinity 
U.M.C.,  Ruston 
JOHN  ABRAMS  ADAMS,  JR., 
by  Mike,  Patsy  &  Sean  Pool 
REV.  E.  W.  CORLEY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  White 
J.  W.  CADENHEAD,  JR. 

by  Mrs .  Salanie  Brunson 
ODIE  R.  SINGLETON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  D.  Carter 
by  Mrs .  Qara  Mae  Rich 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  W .  S .  Deas 
WILLIAM  OCIE  BAKER 
by  Mrs  .  J .  B .  McCoy 
LEROY  D.  OBER 
by  Mrs  .  Wallis  H .  Eldred 
GARY  GREEN 

by  Ray  Huddleston  and  Enoya 
Waltman 

DOYLE  SHERMAN 
by  Ray  Huddleston  and  Enoya 
Waltman 

MRS.  NETTIE  NICHOLS 
byMr.  &  Mrs.  R.  L.  Fortenberry 
GARY  ALLEN  GREEN 
by  Mrs.  Mary  O.  Barmore 
ODIE  SINGLETON 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Wm .  D .  Crawford 
MRS.  JOHN  W.  COLEMAN 
byMr.  &  Mrs.  V.  M.  Robert 
MRS.  CARL  BOYCE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  A.  Wise 
MRS .  BOYCE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Lee 
MRS.  ELLEN  P.  LEONARD 
by  Beacon  Light  Class,  Trinity 

U. M.C.,  Jennings 
HORACE  G .  HAWTHORNE 

by  Henry  and  Fay  Joyner 
MRS .  CARRIE  LEE  MERRITT 
by  Henry  and  Fay  Joyner 


Thou  shalt  not  shatter  the  Sabbath  calm 


LEE,  N.Y.  —  The  pastor 
of  Faith  Lutheran  church 
in  Lee,  N.Y.,  has  posted 
this  plea  to  detour  noisy 
snowmobiles  —  and  keep 
churchgoers’  minds  on 
the  right  track.  (RNS 
photo) 


ENJOY  SWEET  ONIONS!!! 

NEW  BLUE  RIBBON  ASSORTMENT  _  600 

SWEET  ONION  PLANTS  WITK  FREE  PLAN^ 
ING  GUIDE  $4.80  POSTPAID.  klaint- 

TEXAS  ONION  PLANT  COMPANY 

"home  of  the  sweet  onion" 

One  Onion  Place,  Farmersville,  Texas  75031 


EARN  UP  TO  $75d  PER  MONTH 


U.S.  POSTAGE 

STAMP  MACHINES 

•  Highest  Return  on  Your  Capitel  •  NO  Selling  •  Manage  Your  Own  Business 
We  Obtain  Your  Locations.  Minimum  Cash  Investment  Of 
$1,595.00  -  up  to  $5,000.00  Secured ‘By  Equipment 
Planter's  Peanut  and  WelclYs  Juice  routes  also  available  from  $495  up 
•  WOMEN  OR  MEN  •  ANY  Alih  •  PART  TIME,  approximately  7“hrs.  per  month 
•  NO  OVERHtAD  •  DEPRESSION  PROOF  •  REPEAT  INCOME 
New  Distributorships  Still  Available  In  Many  Areas  Throughout  This  State 
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Name,  Address  and  I  300  Interstate  North,  N.W.  /  Atlanta,  Gaoraia  30339 

Phone  No.  to:  I  Interstate  1-75  and  1-285 


RCH  15,  1973 


PAGE  ELEVEN 


Members  of  the  UMYF  of  Indian  Bayou  Church  were  the  honored  guests  at 
the  Feb.  13  Sweetheart  Banquet  hosted  by  the  Centenary  UMYF  group  at 
Rayne.  The  two  groups  are  shown  here. 


UMYF  counselors  and 
helpers  at  recent  Valen¬ 
tine  Sweetheart  Banquet 
at  Centenary  Church  in 
Rayne,  with  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  George  McVay, 
pastor  and  wife  (back 
row,  right). 

t 


More  than  50  youth  from  UMYF  groups  I,  II,  and  III  at 
Southside  Church  in  Monroe  attended  the  Valentine  Sweet¬ 
heart  Banquet  dinner  served  by  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  their  church.  They  were  entertained  by  the 
Griggs  Quartet  and  Ted  Telano.  On  the  following  evening 
30  senior  highs  and  young  adults  participated  in  a  Pro¬ 
gressive  Dinner.  The  group  is  now  making  plans  for  a 
“fabulous”  St.  Patrick’s  Day  youth  trip  to  Vicksburg 
National  Park,  Saturday,  March  17.  The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 
is  minister  at  Southside  Church. 

t 


Karl  Bengtson  (left),  sen¬ 
ior  at  Vidalia  High  School 
is  the  recipient  of  one  of 
the  Louisiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity  Alumni  Federa¬ 
tion’s  “Top  100”  Fresh¬ 
man  Scholarships  for 
1973.  The  scholarships, 
financed  by  voluntary 
contributions,  range  from 
$1,500  full  support  a- 
wards  to  $500.  Although 
already  assured  of  a 
scholarship,  Bengtson, 
along  with  139  other 
honorees,  undergoes  fur¬ 
ther  testing  to  determine 
the  amount  of  the  scholar¬ 
ship  he  will  receive.  He 
is  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Bengtson, 
Vidalia. 


Peggy  Crowson  (right), 
the  reigning  Miss  Shreve¬ 
port,  was  honored  recently 
with  a  reception  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Blanchard  where  she 
has  been  a  lifelong  resi¬ 
dent.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  A. 
Crowson,  Jr. 


Miss  Jeanie  Bowden  (seated  behind  desk)  is  the  new  part- 
time  youth  director  at  Wesley  Church  in  Sulphur.  Miss 
Bowden  is  a  junior  at  McNeese  University  majoring  in 
sociology.  She  is  a  member  of  Henning  Church,  and  an 
active  participant  at  the  McNeese  Wesley  Foundation. 
Shown  with  her  are  members  of  the  Youth  Fellowship 
during  a  “get-acquainted  party.” 

t 


The  youth  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Church  in  Bogalusa  photo¬ 
graphed  as  they  prepared  to  depart  for  Centenary  Church  in  Frank- 
linton  to  share  in  a  fellowship  occasion  and  to  conduct  the  evening 
worship  service  at  the  host  church.  The  Rev.  William  R.  Irving,  Jr. 
is  pastor  at  E.  S.  M.  Church;  the  Rev.  Beverly  E.  Bond  is  minister 
at  Centenary  Church. 
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SHREVEPORT,  LA. 

NOT  TO  BE  TAKEN  OUT 

MAR  20  


A  message  from  our  bishop 

Dear  Louisiana  Methodists: 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent  it  became  evident  that  my  schedule 
needed  to  be  changed,  with  the  result  that  there  was  one  of  those  rare 
Sundays  when  I  was  not  scheduled  to  preach.  There  came  a  choice  that 
was  unusual  indeed:  Where  do  I  attend  worship?  A  decision  was  made 
to  attend  the  historic  First  Street  Church,  New  Orleans,  where  the  ex¬ 
perience  was  most  rewarding.  I  noticed  that  many  persons  bowed  to 
pray  on  entering  the  sanctuary.  The  music  was  good,  the  service  Well  pre¬ 
pared  and  orderly,  and  there  was  an  excellent  sermon.  The  message  was 
entitled  “After  the  Ball  is  Over”  and  was  appropriately  directed  toward 
a  consideration  of  the  fact  that  a  New  Orleans  Madri  Gras  was  completed 
and  now  we  are  in  Lent,  that  period  of  discipline  and  penitential  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  resurrection.  I  wish  every  person 
in  New  Orleans  had  heard  the  pastor’s  message.  Perhaps  the  most  impres¬ 
sive  aspect  of  the  service  was  the  Altar  Time  or  Period  of  Dedication.  That 
entire  service  of  worship  was  an  event  of  reflection  and  challenge,  of 
prayer  and  hope,  of  repentance  and  commitment,  and  the  people  were 
gracious  and  warm  in  their  welcome.  It  was  an  authentic  Christian  ex¬ 
perience. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  it  was  our  privilege  to  visit  Felicity  and  bid 
farewell  to  Dr.  Garcia  who  is  leaving  to  complete  his  qualifications  as  an 
American  doctor  of  medicine  in  Chicago.  Dr.  Garcia  came  here  from 
Cuba  and  has  rendered  an  excellent  service  to  our  church  and  the  many 
people  from  Cuba  who  now  reside  in  southern  Louisiana.  He  is  a  preacher 
par  excellence  as  well  as  a  fine  practicing  physician.  We  hope  that  after 
his  final  examination  this  summer  he  returns  to  this  region  where  he  will 
undoubtedly  be  a  servant  of  God  and  man  in  a  most  effective  way.  The 
sizeable  Spanish-speaking  and  English-speaking  groups  in  Felicity  congre¬ 
gation  work  together  in  complete  unanimity  and  Christian  oneness;  their 
cooperation  and  love  for  their  church  and  for  each  other  is  a  joyful  thing 
to  behold. 

At  both  First  Street  and  Felicity  1  found  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  on 
this  first  Sunday  in  Lent.  I  trust  your  Lenten  experiences  are  also  sacred. 

Sincerely, 


Three  members  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s 
Home  Board  at  March  13 
meeting.  (From  left) 
Floyd  B.  James,  vice 
president;  the  Rev.  W. 
Ralph  Cain,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent;  R. 
C.  Croom. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 


Board  plans  for  future 


Over  a  year  of  study,  architectural 
consultation  and  visiting  other  chil¬ 
dren’s  homes  with  similar  equipment 
was  spent  in  preparation.  The  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Louisiana  Metho¬ 
dist  Children’s  Home  meeting,  March 
13,  authorized  construction.  In  the 
planning  is  a  gymnasium,  a  combina¬ 
tion  recreation  —  craft  —  scout  build¬ 
ing  and  a  swimming  pool. 

No  call  on  churches  for  building 

The  Board  emphasizes  that  there 
will  be  no  call  on  churches  for  aid  in 
this  building.  Over  the  years,  without 
any  promotional  campaign,  wills  and 
bequests  have  been  made  to  the 
Home.  Careful  management  of  these 
has  enabled  the  Home  to  carry  out  its 
plant  improvement  program.  It  has 
also  enabled  the  Board  to  meet  the 
difference  between  operating  income 
and  expenditure. 


It  is  expected  that,  with  this  facility, 
the  Home  can  be  of  assistance  in  local 
and  regional  church  activities  and  co¬ 
operate  in  certain  areas  with  the  Rus¬ 
ton  Recreation  department.  At  the 
same  time  it  will  greatly  enrich  its 
services  to  its  own  youth. 

Much  additional  business 

Many  other  items  of  business  were 
presented.  They  were  handled  with 
clarity  and  dispatch,  due  to  much  ex¬ 
cellent  work  done  in  preparation  for 
the  meeting. 

The  Home  serves  the  entire  State. 
Services  needed,  and  costs,  continue 
to  rise  sharply.  Operational  costs  still 
continue  to  outstrip  the  voluntary  giv¬ 
ing  upon  which  the  Home  depends  for 
most  of  its  income.  Nothing  is  worth 
more  than  a  youth. 

— The  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell, 

Children’s  Home  Superintendent 
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Annual  Conference  1973 
to  last  only  four  days 


According  to  information  received 
in  the  Council  of  Ministries  office,  the 
1973  Annual  Conference  Session  will 
run  from  Monday,  May  28  through 
Thursday,  May  31,  a  total  of  four 
days.  Traditionally,  the  session  has 
run  from  Monday  through  Friday. 

Several  other  features  will  make  this 
year’s  session,  the  third  Session  of  the 
Conference,  unique  in  several  respects. 

For  the  first  time,  lay  delegates  not 
assigned  to  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
conference,  will  be  invited  to  sit-in 
during  the  Monday  afternoon  (May 
28)  meetings  of  the  various  boards  and 
agencies.  This  will  allow  people  to  see 
how  the  organization  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  works. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  will  be  responsible  for  the  Mon¬ 
day  evening  celebration  in  the  Physical 
Education  Center,  “The  Gold  Dome,” 
and  plans  are  underway  for  that  event, 
involving  all  those  present  for  the  Con¬ 
ference,  delegates  and  guests. 

Tuesday,  May  29,  will  be  taken  up 
with  reports  of  the  major  boards  and 
agencies,  headed  by  the  special  Struc¬ 
ture  Study  Committee,  plus  committees 
and  the  Council  on  Ministries  report. 
Tuesday  evening,  the  traditional 
“Evangelism  Hour”  will  be  presented, 


Vice  President  James  and  Presi¬ 
dent  W.  A.  J.  Lewis  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  Board. 


with  the  principal  speaker  to  be  an¬ 
nounced. 

Wednesday,  May  30,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Worship  will  be  in  charge.  The 
Ministerial  Report  will  be  made,  in¬ 
volving  all  the  various  areas  of  the 
ministry:  retired  status,  deacons,  eld¬ 
ers,  and  the  rest.  A  service  of  com¬ 
memoration  and  communion  service  is 
planned  for  the  afternoon.  Other  re¬ 
ports  will  fill  out  the  afternoon,  and 
the  Service  of  Ordination  in  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport 
will  be  held  that  evening. 

Thursday,  May  31,  the  last  day  of 
the  Annual  Coiiference  Session,  will 
see  the  presentation  by  those  commit¬ 
tees  not  yet  heard,  personnel  reports, 
WSCS,  and  finances.  Appointments  to 
the  local  church  pastorate  will  be  read 
as  the  final  item  of  business. 

This  will  be  the  first  session  to  be 
presided  over  by  our  new  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield. 

t 

Home  Hospital  Bd. 
considering  new 
role  for  institution 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  Hospital  of  New  Orleans 
was  scheduled  to  meet  Tuesday,  March 
20  in  New  Orleans  to  decide  the  future 
of  this  long  time  church  institution. 
The  Hospital  has  served  for  many  years 
as  a  home  for  unwed  mothers  and 
adoption  center. 

Due  to  decreased  demand  for  the 
services  of  this  institution,  a  decision 
is  to  be  made  concerning  the  future  use 
of  the  Home  Hospital ,  a  spokesman 
said. 

The  state  and  federal  government 
have  proposed  the  hospital  be  used  as 
an  emergency  home  for  abused  chil¬ 
dren  from  the  parishes  immediately 
surrounding  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
The  possibility  of  the  home  continuing 
as  an  adoption  agency,  will  also  be 
studied. 

Members  of  the  Board  are:  the  Rev. 
K.  G.  McDowell,  Haynes  Harkey* 
Jack  Warren,  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Ross,  Dr.  Collings  P.  Lipscomb;  the 
Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Mor¬ 
ris,  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Mayo,  the  Rev. 
Howard  L.  Milo,  Dr.  B.  A.  Galloway, 
J.  C.  Love,  Jr.,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr., 
Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  A.  J.  Ganier. 


I 


The  Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman  (left),  district  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Concerns  reported  to  the  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser, 
Hammond  District  superintendent,  at  March  5th  meeting  of 
Hammond  preachers  that  the  District  had  exceeded  its  goal 
for  Project  Equality  by  more  than  200  per  cent.  Reports  re¬ 
ceived  from  churches  in  the  area  indicated  cash  or  pledges 
totaling  $840  toward  the  District  Fair  Share  Goal  of  $359. 
The  churches  included:  St.  Landry,  St.  James-Springfield, 
Wesley  Foundation  at  SLU,  Gonzales,  Pearl  River,  Mary’s 
Chapel,  Wesley  Ray,  Newell,  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion,  Slidell, 
First,  Slidell. 


t 


Shreveport  School 
of  Theology  begins 


The  Rev.  Clarence  Hill  (right), 
pastor  of  Roberts  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Denham  Springs, 
presents  the  Rev.  Carey  Martin, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Denham 
Springs,  a  check  to  be  used  for 
the  building  fund  for  First 
Church  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Jan.  13.  The  offering 
was  taken  on  Human  Relations 
Sunday. 

t 


The  opening  session  for  the  14th 
term  of  the  Shreveport  School  of 
Theology  began  Monday  evening, 
March  19.  The  eight  consecutive  Mon¬ 
day  (7  to  10  o’clock)  evening  sessions 
will  continue  through  May  7.  Under 
sponsorship  of  the  Shreveport  District 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
sessions  arc  held  in  the  R.  E.  Smith 
Building  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus. 

This  year,  in  addition  to  courses  in 
New  Testament  and  Old  Testament,  a 
third  course  is  being  offered  in  Group 
Dynamics. 

Rabbi  Emanuel  Kumin.  director  of 
the  Shreveport  Jewish  Federation  is 
teaching  the  course  in  Old  Testament 
— a  study  of  the  scrolls,  including  the 
Books  of  Ruth,  Esther,  Lamentations 
and  Proverbs.  This  is  the  third  part  of 
a  three-part  study. 

Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  professor  and 


Fred  Tannehill  (standing)  of  Pineville,  directed  more  than 
150  singers  who  formed  a  mass  choir  at  the  March  11th 
Alexandria  District  Conference  held  at  First  Church  in 
Alexandria.  The  One  Way  Singers  of  First  Church,  Jones- 
ville,  directed  by  Mrs.  Dick  Thomae  were  a  special  feature. 
The  Rev.  George  Ross  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
was  the  preacher  for  the  Hour  of  Evangelism.  The  Rev. 
Clyde  S.  Clark,  district  superintendent,  presided. 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field  (left)  was  the  speak¬ 
er  for  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  the  Laity 
annual  banquet  held  re¬ 
cently  at  the  Monroe 
Civic  Center.  Others  in 
photo  (left  to  right)  are 
Cecil  Brewer  of  Wisner, 
Daughenbaugh  Scholar¬ 
ship  chairman;  Mrs.  and 
Mr.  W.  L.  McIntosh,  dis¬ 
trict  lay  leader,  and  Mrs. 
Clyde  Frazier,  wife  of 
the  Monroe  District  super¬ 
intendent. 


head  of  the  department  of  religion  at 
Centenary  College,  is  instructing  the 
third  part  of  a  study  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  It  is  a  study  of  the  Gospel  of 
John  and  the  Book  of  Revelation,  re¬ 
lating  the  Fourth  Gospel  to  the  synop¬ 
tic  gospels  and  the  Book  of  Revela¬ 
tion. 

The  Group  Dynamics  course  is  be¬ 
ing  taught  by  the  Rev.  David  R.  Dykes, 
minister  of  adult  education  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  The  study  covers  the  effective 
use  of  small  groups  and  principles  of 
group  leadership.  It  is  designed  espec¬ 
ially  for  adult  Church  school  teachers, 
church  officers,  or  anyone  interested 


in  group  leadership. 

The  Organizational  and  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  for  the  School  in¬ 
cludes;  E.  E.  Armstrong,  a  Certified 
Public  Accountant  and  district  direc¬ 
tor  of  Adult  Ministries,  dean;  Dr.  Carl 
Lueg,  Shreveport  District  superinten¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Charlton,  district  di¬ 
rector  of  Leadership  Training;  the 
Rev.  William  E.  Nolan,  Lakeview  pas¬ 
tor  and  district  director  of  Youth 
Ministries;  H.  H.  Smith,  Bossier  City 
postmaster  and  district  Lay  Leader, 
and  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport. 

t 


Bishop  Galloway 


Bishop  Galloway  to 

Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway,  working 
under  assignment  for  the  Board  of 
Disciplcship  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  for 
the  Key  73  New  Life  Mission  to  be 
held  at  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  April 
1-5.  Bill  Mann,  widely  known  as  one 
of  America’s  great  singers  of  hymns, 
will  lead  congregational  singing.  The 
Rev.  Merlin  Merrill  is  pastor  of  Trin¬ 
ity  Church. 

The  week  of  revival  will  be  preceded 
by  a  continuous  prayer  vigil  from  6 
a.m.  Saturday,  March  31  to  6  a.m. 
Sunday,  April  1.  The  guest  speaker 
and  song  leader  will  begin  the  special 
services  on  Sunday  with  the  8;45  and 
10:45  a.m.  services.  Evening  services 
will  be  held  nightly  from  Sunday 
through  Thursday  at  7  p.m.  “Coffee 
Break”  morning  services  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  from  10  to  10:30  a.m.  Monday 
through  Thursday. 


Bill  Mann 


preach  at  Ruston 

Morning  services  will  be  broadcast 
over  radio  station  KRUS,  Ruston. 
Bishop  Galloway  will  be  the  guest  of 
John  Ralston  on  “Dialogue,”  over 
KRUS  at  8:30  a.m.  on  April  4th.  The 
discussion  will  focus  on  “What  Key 
73  Means.” 

Bishop  Galloway,  a  native  of  Ar¬ 
kansas,  served  as  a  pastor  in  his  home 
state  for  many  years.  Later  he  was 
called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Boston 
Avenue  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  where 
he  served  until  he  was  elected  Bishop 
in  1960.  His  first  episcopal  assignment 
was  in  the  Northwest  Texas  area.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  Arkansas  area  in 
1964  where  he  remained  until  his  re¬ 
tirement  in  1972. 

Trinity’s  New  Life  Mission  in¬ 
cludes  a  preparatory  Bible  study,  based 
on  the  “Teachings  of  Jesus  ”  by  Mack 
B.  Stokes. 
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Sometimes  silence  isn't  golden 


—  it's  just  plain  yellow! 

(Excerpts  from  a  sermon  delivered  by  Dr.  James  B-  Argue,  pastor  of  Pulaski 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas) 


Matthew  21:1-11 

he  two  highest  authorities  had 
spoken.Caiaphas,  representing  the 
pinnacle  of  Jewish  religious  au¬ 
thority,  had  recommended  that 
Jesus  die.  Pilate,  the  supreme 
voice  of  Rome  in  Judea,  had  con¬ 
sented.  The  die  was  cast.  We 
would  naturally  assume  there 
was  no  higher  court  of  appeal. 
Jerusalem  and  Rome  had  offic¬ 
ially  and  mutually  consented  to 
the  crucifixion  of  Christ.  Surely 
the  trial  and  execution  had 
reached  a  point  of  no  return. 

But  there  was  still  one  higher 
court  of  appeal.  It  was  not  an 
official  body,  but  nonetheless  a 
powerful  one.  It  was  a  court  to 
which  both  Jerusalem  and  Rome 
had  listened  in  the  past.  It  was  a 
court  to  which  they  would  listen 
in  the  future.  It  was  the  court 
of  the  people. 

Jesus  Christ  did  not  die  in 
private.  He  was  tried  and  execu¬ 
ted  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  at 
feast  time.  He  died  in  the  pres- 
sence  of  great  crowds  of  people 
—  people  who  played  a  far  great¬ 
er  role  in  his  death  than  they 
realized.  Strangely  enough,  many 
of  these  people  participated  in 
the  crucifixion  of  Christ,  not  by 
what  they  did,  but  by  what  they 
failed  to  do. 

We  are  going  to  look  at  those 
who  said  and  did  nothing. 
Frankly,  the  silence  of  the  multi¬ 
tude  is  one  of  the  most  puzzling 
enigmas  which  came  out  of  the 
entire  ordeal  of  the  cross.  To  un¬ 
derstand  the  significance  of  this 
silence  we  must  examine  two 
factors:  the  popularity  of  Christ, 
and  the  power  of  public  senti- 
lent. 

Jesus  Christ  was  popular  with 
the  multitudes  throughout  his  en¬ 
tire  ministry.. .In  the  fourth  chap¬ 
ter  of  Matthew  we  read:  “Great 
crowds  followed  him  from  Galilee 
and  the  Decapolis  and  Jerusalem 
and  Judea  and  from  beyond  the 
Jordan.” 

Several  factors  contributed  to 
Christ’s  popularity.  First,  people 
were  drawn  to  Christ  by  his  com¬ 
passion.  When  Jesus  came  into 
the  world  of  Palestine  he  found 
an  open  sore.  We  do  not  see  this 
so  much  in  our  own  country.  We 
have  a  way  of  taking  our  diseased 
and  suffering  people  and  tucking 
them  away  in  places  of  rest  and 
care.  At  least  we  hide  them  in 
shacks  of  poverty.  However,  in 
many  parts  of  our  world  today — 
in  the  Orient,  India,  the  Middle 
East  —  diseased  and  suffering 
humanity  is  still  on  the  streets  to 
be  seen.  Jesus  found  the  world 
this  way  and  had  compassion.  He 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  heal¬ 
ing,  encouraging  people  in  their 
suffering,  doing  everything  he 
could  to  help.  His  compassion 
reached  the  multitude. 

Second,  Jesus  was  popular 
with  the  multitudes  because  of 
his  teachings.  When  Jesus  taught, 
he  had  a  way  of  stripping  away 
the  legalism  from  the  law.  His 
teachings  brought  life,  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  hope  to  his  hearers. 


The  simplicity  and  authority  of 
his  words  struck  home  to  the 
hearts  of  men. 

Third,  Jesus  was  popular  be¬ 
cause  of  the  effect  his  personal¬ 
ity  had  upon  the  common  man. 
He  had  a  way  of  taking  common 
things  and  giving  them  an  un¬ 
common  value.  The  men  who 
became  the  apostles  of  Christ 
were  common  men.  They  were 
common  businessmen,  fishermen, 
and  farmers.  Yet,  they  took  an 
uncommon  place  in  history  be¬ 
cause  of  the  transforming  power 
of  the  person  of  Christ. 

Not  just  in  the  first  year  of 
his  ministry,  but  also  in  the  last 
week  of  his  life,  Jesus  Christ 
had  more  friends  than  enemies. 

Most  of  the  noise  at  the  trial 
of  Jesus  was  made  by  the  chief 
priests,  scribes,  and  elders.  They 
created  the  appearance  of  a  mob 
uprising  with  planted  agitators. 
You  can  rest  assured  of  one  fact: 
that  Friday  Jesus  Christ  was  led 
out  to  be  crucified,  he  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  far  more  friends  than 
enemies. 

What  happened?  It  seems  that 
the  streets  of  Jerusalem  would 
have  been  crowded  with  people 
saying,  “Look  what  he  did  for  my 
baby;  look  what  he  did  for  my 
legs;  look  what  he  did  to  my 
eyes.  He  befriended  me;  he 
helped  me.”  You  don’t  forget  a 
man  who  befriends  you,  much 
less  saves  your  life... However, 
apart  from  a  few  weeping  women, 
an  overwhelmingsilence  surround¬ 
ed  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ  —  at 
least  as  far  as  the  multitude  was 
concerned.  Is  there  any  explana¬ 
tion  for  this  silence? 

The  people  did  not  know  what 
to  do.  How  could  they  say  they 
believed  Christ  was  a  king  with¬ 
out  being  accused  of  aiding  in 
the  overthrow  of  Rome?  The 
word  “king”  had  too  many  ex¬ 
plosive  meanings.  Therefore,  in 
the  presence  of  extremes,  the 
people  chose  silence. 

In  the  face  of  extremes,  each 
of  us  has  had  to  ask  these  ques¬ 
tions:  “What  is  my  responsibility 
to  the  problems  of  my  day? 

As  a  preacher  I  have  asked 
myself,  “What  is  my  responsibil¬ 
ity?” 

Some  ministers  today  are  find¬ 
ing  that  it  is  alright  for  them  to 
preach  on  law  and  order  so  long 
as  they  do  not  mention  the  law 
and  order  involved  in  obeying  the 
Supreme  Court.  Their  members 
want  preaching  to  conform  to 
their  prejudices.  A  discovery  that 
I  have  made  in  recent  years  is 
that  this  attitude  is  by  no  means 
the  sole  possession  of  conserva¬ 
tives.  Liberals  ean  be  every  bit 
as  close-minded  in  their  approach 
to  preaching.  So  some  ministers, 
in  the  face  of  extremes,  choose 
silence.  But,  you  know,  some¬ 
times  silence  isn’t  golden  —  it’s 
just  plain  yellow! 

In  1965,  Mark  Van  Doren 
wrote  a  play  entitled  Never  Nev¬ 
er  Ask  His  Name.  It  was  a  play 
of  extremes;  two  men  hating  each 
other  through  ten  years  of  si¬ 


lence  and  misunderstanding.  The 
main  theme  of  the  play  was  that, 
in  the  face  of  misunderstanding, 
silence  is  never  golden,  but  only 
fool’s  gold! 

The  same  is  true  for  our  day- 
In  the  face  of  extremes,  silence 
is  idiotic;  silence  is  confusing, 
and  leads  to  chaos.  For  you  can 
count  on  the  fact  that  evil  men 
are  not  going  to  remain  silent. 
They  never  have  and  they  never 
will!  Evil  men  are  going  to  talk 
and  talk  and  talk.  And,  if  good 
men  remain  silent,  only  one  side 
will  be  heard.  The  end  result  is 
that  good  men  suffer  needlessly, 
and  innocent  men  die. 

If  the  multitude  at  the  trial  of 
Jesus  had  only  realized  they 
didn’t  have  to  get  into  the  poli¬ 
tical  side  of  the  issue;  they  did 
not  have  to  tackle  the  problem 
of  Christ’s  kingship.  They  could 
have  risen  up  to,  “He  is  good, 
he  is  kind,  compassionate,  and 
loving.  He  is  not  trying  to  over¬ 
throw  the  government.  He  does 
not  deserve  to  die!  ” 

But  the  multitude  remained 
silent.  And  I  will  always  believe 
this  is  what  hurt  Christ  the  most 
at  the  cross:  not  the  brutality  of 
the  soldiers,  not  the  accusations 
of  Caiaphas,  but  the  fact  that 
those  whom  he  loved,  and  who 
loved  him,  said  absolutely  noth¬ 
ing.  They  let  him  die  defense¬ 
less.  Surely  any  word  would  have 
been  better  than  none. 

I  must  admit  that  this  sin  of 
silence  haunts  me  more  than  most 
of  the  other  elements  in  the  Holy 
Week  drama. 

Yet...if  Icould  projectmyself 
back  into  the  crucifixion  scene, 
I  think  I  know  where  I  might 
have  been.  I  do  not  think  I 
would  have  been  at  the  fire  with 
Peter.  1  would  not  have  been  in 
the  garden  with  Judas,  nor  at  the 
palace  with  Caiaphas,  nor  at  the 
court  with  Pilate.  I  am  afraid  I 
would  have  been  somewhere  mill¬ 
ing  in  the  crowd,  loving  Christ, 
hating  what  they  were  doing  to 
him,  but  saying  nothing! 

What  makes  me  reach  this  con¬ 
clusion?  Because  I  know  what  my 
response  has  been  in  many  situa¬ 
tions  in  the  past.  I  have  been 
where  the  name  and  spirit  of 
Christ  were  being  brought  into 
ill  repute.  I  have  been  where  the 
attitudes  that  crucified  Christ 


were  operating,  I  have  been 
where  a  witness  was  needed  and 
called  for,  and  I  said  nothing. 

I  challenge  you  to  examine 
yourself.  How  many  times  have 
you  been  where  men  were  cruci¬ 
fying  the  principles  Christ  died 
for?  How  often  have  you  been 
where  a  witness  was  needed  and 
called  for,  and  you  said  nothing? 
This  is  what  crucified  Jesus 
Christ:  not  the  violence  of  the 
evil  ones,  but  the  silence  of  the 
good.  You  see,  sometimes  silence 
isn’t  golden  —  it’s  just  plain  yel¬ 
low! 

Out  of  World  War  II  came  an 
incident  in  France.  Boys  from 
Alsace-Lorraine  were  facing  a 
choice  as  to  which  side  would 
command  their  allegiance,  the 
French  or  the  German.  One  wom¬ 
an  had  two  sons  who  kept  delay¬ 
ing  their  decisions.  She  kept 
urging  them  to  act,  but  to  no 
avail.  One  morning  she  took  her 
cloak  and  started  out  the  door. 
The  boys  asked  where  she  was 
going.  The  mother  replied  she 
was  going  to  help  in  the  war.  The 
sons  argued,  “But,  mother,  you 
can’t  do  any  good.”  She  replied, 
“Maybe  not.  But  at  least  they  will 
know  which  side  I  am  on.” 

It  is  too  late  for  me  to  undo 
my  mistakes  of  the  past,  but  there 
is  one  thing  certain  in  my  mind: 
Jesus  Christ  means  all  the  world 
to  me.  1  cannot  believe  in  him 
and  fail  to  try  and  imitate  him. 
If  it  is  possible,  in  the  smallest 
way,  to  work  his  spirit  through 
my  life  into  society,  I  must  try. 
Everything  good  I  have  received 
in  life  has  come  from  him.  All 
the  hope,  purpose,  and  promise 
I  have  for  the  future  is  wrapped 
up  in  him.  As  long  as  I  have 
breath  in  my  body,  men  must 
know  which  side  I’m  on. 

Every  time  I  am  in  a  position 
where  a  witness  for  Christ  is 
called  for,  in  his  name  and  spirit, 

I  must  try  to  give  it.  Where  there 
is  wrong,  I  must  seek  to  correct 
it.  And  when  I  am  wrong,  I  must 
try  and  change.  I  cannot  let  evil 
men  around  me,  in  the  name  of 
extremes,  rip  and  tear  my  society, 
and  myself  contribute  absolutely 
nothing.  For  not  by  the  deeds  of 
violence,  but  by  the  sin  of  silence, 
was  our  Lord  finally  nailed  to  a 
cross. 
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TO  and 

Views 

OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 

by  dpris  woolard 

Publication  of  the  New  Testament  in  Pidgin  has 
made  such  an  impact  on  New  Guinea  that  Pidgin 
is  expected  to  be  made  the  official  language  when 
the  country  becomes  independent,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Lester  F.  Heins,  Lutheran  churchman.  Print¬ 
ings  of  the  Pidgin  N.  T.  have  totaled  100,000  copies 
since  its  first  appearance  in  1969.  While  Lutherans 
did  the  entire  job  of  translating,  Roman  Catholics 
gave  their  endorsement.  Heins  said  the  vocabulary 
is  made  up  of  contractions  of  Chinese,  German  and 
English  words  intermingled. 


India’s  national  government  does  not  plan  to 
introduce  “anti-conversion”  laws  to  curb  the 
^tivities  of  Christian  missionaries,  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Indira  Gandhi  has  told  the  parliament. 
Neither  will  the  government  encourage  such 
activities  of  foreign  missionaries,  which  are 
“much  less  than  before,”  she  said. 

Drew  University’s  President  Robert  F.  Oxman,  ad¬ 
dressing  the  United  Methodist  school’s  board  of 
trustees,  cautioned:  “The  danger  in  state  aid  is  that 
it  may  be  tied  to  encouragement  of  particular  pro¬ 
grams,  or  to  specific  restrictions,  or  to  some  formula 
of  space  utilization  conceived  by  those  more  at¬ 
tuned  to  state  colleges  of  education  or  community 
colleges  than  to  universities.”  Dr.  Oxnam  held  that 
the  solution  to  the  plight  of  private  higher  educa¬ 
tion  will  not  come  from  foundations,  because  they 
have  already  suffered  from  “confiscatory  taxation.” 
Likewise,  he  added,  private  giving  is  threatened  by 
“an  attack  on  charitable  deductions.”  As  one  pos¬ 
sible  solution,  the  Drew  president  suggested  the  use 
of  government  funds  to  aid  the  student,  rather  than 
the  institution. 


Mackinac  College  located  on  a  tiny  island  in 
the  Mackinac  Straits,  was  closed  March  2,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  decision  announced  by  its  founder 
and  board  cbairman,  the  Rev.  Rex  Humbard, 
of  Akron,  Ohio.  The  shutdown  by  the  parent 
organization,  the  Cathedral  of  Tomorrow,  was 
prompted  by  a  financial  crisis.  The  handisome 
32-acre  campus  was  formerly  the  international 
headquarters  of  Moral  Re-Armament. 

On  the  recommendation  of  a  special  Council,  Pope 
Paul  VI  has  called  a  world  Synod  of  Bishops  for 
Oct.  1974.  The  Synod  —  the  fourth  since  the  close 
of  Vatican  II,  which  advised  the  regular  holding  of 
such  sessions  —  will  deal  with  the  “evangelization 
of  the  contemporary  world,”  according  to  a  recent 
letter  sent  to  all  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  of  the 
world. 

School  texts  used  in  Israel  today  contain  “the 
most  favorable  image  of  Jesus  ever  offered  by 
Jews  to  a  generation  of  their  youth,”  according 
to  Pinchas  Lapide,  a  Canadian-bom  Israeli, 
writing  in  the  March  7  issue  of  Christian  Cen¬ 
tury  magazine.  The  author,  who  Uves  in  Jeru¬ 
salem,  researched  the  matter  in  response  to  a 
question  from  a  Christian  friend.  “Without  ex¬ 
ception,”  he  said  the  texts  he  examined,  ‘por¬ 
tray  Paul  as  the  founder  of  the  church  and  the 
man  who  brought  about  her  secession  from  Jud¬ 
aism.” 

A  university  does  not  sponsor  a  view  if  it  simply 
permits  that  view  to  be  expressed  on  campus,  Chris¬ 
topher  Hall,  attorney  for  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ 
has  advised.  The  legal  question  arose  in  connection 
with  a  controversy  involving  the  appearance  of  an 
Athletes  in  Action  wrestling  team  on  the  University 
of  Nebraska  campus  (Omaha).  AIA  is  sponsored  by 
the  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ. 

Addressing  more  than  700  persons  attending 
the  first  annual  convention  of  the  New  Jersey 
Right  to  Life  Committee,  Dr.  Mildred  Jeffer¬ 
son  —  black  physician  from  Boston  —  warned 
that  a  new  era  of  “annihilationism”  is  follow¬ 
ing  the  Jan.  22  ruling  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  which  struck  down  the  nation’s  anti¬ 
abortion  laws.  Dr.  Jefferson  charged  that  this 
wave  of  annihilation  is  “an  elitist  philosophy 
espoused  by  tired  and  cynical  people  .  .  .  who 
hcdd  that  only  the  perfect,  the  privileged  and 
the  planned  have  a  right  to  live.” 

A  proposal  to  consolidate  the  theological  resources 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  into  four  regional  centers 
will  be  offered  to  the  1973  General  Convention  by 
the  Bd.  for  Theological  Education.  Suggested  sites 
for  the  regional  centers  are  Berkeley,  Calif.,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  somewhere  in  the  North¬ 
east.  The  latter  was  left  indefinite  because  Episco¬ 
pal  seminaries  in  New  York,  Boston  and  Philadel¬ 
phia  are  already  involved  in  a  consortium  arrange¬ 
ment. 


MIAMI  —  Carrie  ten  Boom,  80  years  old,  is  known 
around  the  world  as  the  “apostle  of  reconciliation," 
but  she  considers  herself  “just  a  tramp  for  the  Lord.” 
The  octogenarian  Dutchwoman  spoke  recently  at  the 
Dade  County  Auditorium  in  Miami  at  a  rally  of  the 
Great  Commis sion  Prayer  Crusade.  In  an  interview. 
Miss  ten  Boom  attempted  to  explain  why  she  is  inter¬ 
nationally  popular  as  a  Christian  speaker.  “I  don’t 
teach  philosophy  or  theology,  hut  reality,”  she  said. 
“I  speak  about  the  Lord  Jesus.”  The  lay  evangelist 
frequently  addresses  Jewish  audiences.  She  speaks 
not  as  a  disinterested  observer,  but  as  one  who  ac¬ 
tively  aided  J  ewishrefugees  in  leaving  Nazi-occupied 
Holland  during  World  War  11.  Her  family  concealed 
Jews  and  aided  in  their  escape  from  their  home,  an 
act  for  which  she  and  members  of  her  family  were 
arrested  and  sent  to  prison.  Since  the  war.  Miss  ten 
Boom  has  operated  a  home  for  war  victims  and  a  re¬ 
ligious  retreat  camp,  and  has  done  some  “Bible 
smuggling”  behind  the  Iron  Curtain.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Dr.  Robert  James  McCracken,  who  succeeded 
Dr.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  as  minister  of  Riv¬ 
erside  Church  in  New  York,  died  aboard  ship  in 
Southeast  Asia  on  March  7.  Following  the  21- 
year  pastorate,  the  clergyman  had  retired  in 
1967;  he  would  have  been  70  years  old  on 
March  28.  Dr.  McCracken  and  his  wife  were 
on  a  Far  East  tour  when  he  died. 

Arnold  R.  Mickelson  of  Minneapolis,  secretary  of 
the  American  Lutheran  Church,  has  become  the 
first  layman  to  serve  as  president  of  the  Lutheran 
Council  in  the  USA.  The  50-year-old  layman  suc¬ 
ceeds  Dr.  Oswald  C.  J.  Hoffman  of  St.  Louis,  speak¬ 
er  on  the  Lutheran  Hour  radio  broadcast,  as  head 
of  the  agency  that  represents  the  three  major  Luther¬ 
an  denominations  in  North  America. 


The  Joint  Committee  on  Union  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  U.S.  (Southern)  have  voted  to  public 
a  revised  plan  for  union  by  1974.  A  statement 
issued  by  the  co-chairmen  of  the  committee 
said,  “We  believe  that  the  Churches  will  need 
to  study  that  revised  plan  for  at  least  a  year 
and  this  means  that  we  shall  not  be  recom¬ 
mending  vote  on  the  union  question  before 
1975.” 

A  group  of  Georgetown  University  students  — 
“deeply  concerned”  about  the  “steady  erosion  of 
Georgetown’s  Christian  character,”  has  formed  an 
organization  designed  to  counter  that  “trend.”  Chris¬ 
topher  Basden,  a  junior  student,  said  “Christian 
doctrine  is  being  reduced  to  psychology  and  socio¬ 
logy  while  such  teachings  are  defended  under  the 
spurious  name  of  ‘academic  freedom.’  ”  “We  seek 
to  preserve  the  Christian  traditions  of  the  past,” 
Basden  said,  “but  we  refuse  to  blind  ourselves  to 
the  problems  of  the  present.  We  believe  that  the 
Good  News  should  be  lived  in  its  full  dimensions, 
social  as  well  as  personal  .  .  .” 

“The  greatest  failure  of  the  church  and  syna¬ 
gogue  may  be  that  we  are  too  ‘un-expectant,’  ” 
said  Dr.  Ernest  T.  Campbell,  senior  minister  of 
the  interdenominational  Riverside  Church  in 
New  York  as  he  moderated  a  drug  forum  pan¬ 
el.  “We  have  become  so  enamored  with  secular 
interpretations  of  things  that  we  do  not  expect 
and  anticipate  the  power  than  can  come  through 
God,”  he  said. 

Miss  America  gave  a  Christian  testimony  before  the 
Greater  Hershey  (Pa.)  Crusade  for  Christ,  Terry 
Ann  Meeuwsen  of  Appleton,  Wis.  recalling  her  ex¬ 
periences  as  a  singer  with  the  New  Christy  Minstrels 
before  she  made  a  Christian  commitment  said  that 
on  the  nightclub  circuit,  “there  was  alcoholism  and 
drugs  around  —  no  common  denominator.  I  felt 
lost  in  nightclub  entertainment.  I  realized  I  had  to 
establish  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong  for  myself 
and  I  couldn’t  do  it  for  myself.  That  is  why  I  made 
a  commitment  to  Christ  two  years  ago.” 

Seventy  per  cent  of  American  adults  questioned 
in  the  latest  Gallup  Poll  said  they  opposed 
“unconditional  amnesty”  for  young  men  who 
left  the  country  to  avoid  the  draft  in  the  Viet¬ 
nam  war.  Only  12.5  per  cent  of  the  1,446  per¬ 
sons  questioned  in  tt^  national  survey  thought 
a  fine  or  jail  sentence  provided  the  solutions. 
They  favored  either  military  service  or  some 
form  of  non-military  service  for  draft  evaders. 

Plans  are  being  made  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  to  revise 
the  Baptist  Hymnal,  published  in  1956.  The  revision 
will  be  carried  out  through  the  Southern  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board’s  church  music  department, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  special  65-member  hymnal 
committee.  Publication  is  expected  to  occur  in  1975. 

The  London-based  Foundation  for  Education 
and  Research  in  Child-Bearing  reports 
that  induced  abortions,  especially  in  the  first 
pregnancy,  increase  in  subsequent  pregnancies 
the  dangers  of  still  births,  birth  defects,  and 
serious  disorders  for  the  mothers.  Authority 
has  been  given  for  the  report  to  be  reprinted 
and  sold  in  tbe  U.S.  and  Canada  by  Marriage 
and  Family  Newsletter,  Collegeville,  Minn., 
and  by  Marriage  and  Family  Life,  Peterbor¬ 
ough,  Ont. 

The  British  Methodist  Missionary  Society  has  re¬ 
ported  total  income  for  1972  which  shattered  all 
records,  with  an  increase  of  $242,400  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  official  announcement  said;  “Of 
special  interest  is  the  amount  raised  in  Ireland  .  .  . 
where  an  increase  in  giving  was  recorded  of  22.3 
per  cent  of  the  General  Fund  and  six  per  cent  from 
Women’s  Work.”  “It  is  clear  that  many  Methodists 
dug  deeper  into  their  pockets  and  gave  more  sacri- 
ficially  than  ever  because  they  realized  that  in  every 
sense  it  costs  more  to  be  involved  in  world  mission 
today,”  an  official  said. 
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Salute  to  James  Jones 


By  Maurie  Wayne 

There  is  no  empty  desk  at  Centen¬ 
ary  College  to  mark  the  passing  of 
student  James  Thomas  Jones  —  but 
there  is  an  emptiness  in  the  hearts  of 
the  teachers  and  students  who  helped 
him  with  his  education.  James’s  life 
ended  in  an  iron  lung  at  Confederate 
Memorial  Medical  Center  early  on  the 
morning  of  Monday,  Feb.  5,  following 
20  years  of  confinement  with  crip¬ 
pling  polio.  Death  came  to  James  just 
a  few  courses  short  of  his  bachelor’s 
degree  in  sociology  from  Centenary, ,  . 
an  education  earned  through  pure  grit 
and  determination  as  he  lay  flat  on 
his  back  in  the  iron  lung  that  had  been 
his  home  since  the  age  of  eight  years. 

James  “attended”  classes  through  a 
two-way  telephone  hookup  between 
his  hospital  room  and  the  classrooms 
at  Centenary.  The  instructor  who 
taught  his  classes  spent  many  other 
hours  with  him  at  the  hospital  and  his 
fellow  students  made  frequent  visits  to 
his  bedside  to  help  him  prepare  his 
papers. 

Members  of  the  camjjus  commun¬ 
ity  were  shocked  in  quiet  disbelief  as 
word  of  James’s  death  was  passed 
through  the  classrooms.  The  faculty 
quickly  approved  a  resolution  to  award 
the  honorary  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts 
posthumously  to  James’s  mother  at  the 
May  commencement.  In  recommend¬ 
ing  the  degree  Dean  Thad  N.  Marsh 
said,  “James’s  heroic  courage  in  pursu¬ 
ing  a  college  degree  course,  and  in  do¬ 
ing  so  with  better  than  a  B  average 
through  six  years  of  work  deserves  this 
public  recognition.  The  College  family 
was  devoted  to  him,  and  many  faculty 
members  and  many  students  gave  un¬ 


selfishly  of  their  time  and  effort  to 
help  his  academic  progress. 

James’s  faculty  adviser.  Dr.  W.  F. 
Pledger,  was  one  of  several  who  spoke 
at  the  young  student’s  funeral  at  the 
Galilee  Baptist  Church.  “I  have  heard 
it  said  that  James  never  complained,” 
he  said,  “but,  he  did.  He  complained 
about  poverty,  about  injustice,  about 
racism,  about  social  strife  and  about 
apathy.” 

Wes  Garvin,  an  instructor  in  govern¬ 
ment,  who  was  close  to  James,  wrote 
an  editorial  in  the  Centenary  Conglo¬ 
merate,  part  of  which  is  quoted  here: 
“It  is  ironic  that  the  man  who  best 
represented  what  any  college  should  be 
never  set  foot  on  the  campus.  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  man  that  he  was 
constantly  expressing  his  thanks  for 
what  people  would  do  for  him  (little 
as  it  was  in  retrospect).  What  was  done 
all  to  infrequently  was  for  us  to  thank 
him  .  .  .  thank  him  for  showing  us 
what  life  and  courage  are  all  about.  It 
is,  as  it  usually  is,  too  late  for  us  to 
say  thank  you  —  so  it  must  simply 
suffice  to  say  goodbye.  We  will  miss 
you.” 

A  Shreveport  police  officer.  Sergeant 
Jere  T.  Joiner,  wrote  Dr.  Pledger  fol¬ 
lowing  James’s  death  and  expressed  his 
sense  of  loss.  “James  had  ...  no  idea 
of  how  much  an  inspiration  he  had 
been  to  me.  Perhaps  it  was  selfishness 
to  borrow  so  much  from  another,  but 
a  visit  with  James  would  place  all  my 
problems  back  in  their  proper  perspec¬ 
tive.  I  only  regret  that,  upon  reflec¬ 
tion,  I  realize  how  much  more  I  could 
have  done  for  him  before  he  died. 
Every  once  in  a  while  there  comes  a 
life  on  this  earth  who  becomes  a  monu- 


James  Jones  is  shown  in  this  photo  token  just  o  few  weeks  before 
his  deoth, in  his  iron  lung  ot  the  Confederote  Memoriol  Medicol  Cen¬ 
ter.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Willie  Lee  Jones,  stonds  by  his  side,  os  she 
did  throughout  his  20-yeor  bottle  with  crippling  polio. 

ment  and  a  revitalizing  force  in  the  for  having  known  James  Jones,  but 
life  of  others.  James  Jones  was  such  a  it  still  misses  his  presence  “even  though 
man.”  he  never  set  foot  on  the  campus.” 

Centenary  College  is  a  better  place  t 


The  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  (center),  Royville  postor,  is  o  recent  recipient 
of  the  Silver  Beover  Aword  -  the  highest  honor  o  council  con  give  for  service 
to  youth  through  Scouting.  The  presentotion  wos  mode  in  behol f  of  Ouochito 
Volley  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  Americo,  during  the  onnuol  recognition  bonquet 
in  Monroe  Civic  Center,  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Bowdon,  Sr.  (left),  of  Loke  Chorles  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiono  Conference.  Mrs.  Bowdon,  wife  of  the  honoree,  stonds 
at  right.  The  recipient  begon  scouting  octivities  ot  oge  13.  During  the  post 
14  yeors  he  hos  held  mony  positions  of  leodership  in  Scouting.  In  oddition, 
other  octivities  include  membership  on  the  Boord  of  Directors  of  Wesley  Foun- 
dotion  ot  NLU,  in  Kiwonis  Club  ond  Quorterbock  Club;  co-choirmonship  of  Key 
73;  coordinotor  of  Community  Arts  ond  Crofts  progrom  in  Royville.  The  Bow- 
don’s  three  sons,  Joy,  Kirk,  ond  Ken  hove  eoch  received  the  Eogle  Aword  ond 
the  God  ond  Country  Aword.  This  summer  Royville's  Troop  43  will  trovel  to 
the  1973  Notional  Jomboree  under  the  leadership  of  “the  Rev.” 
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Natchitoches  District 
workshop  for 
child ren's  workers 

Teachers  of  nursery,  kindergarten, 
and  elementary  children,  grades  1-6, 
in  Natchitoches  District,  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  sharpen  teaching  skills 
and  update  teaching  methods  in  area 
Vacation  Church  School  Workshops 
this  week,  according  to  Mrs.  Earlona 
Crammer,  district  children’s  worker. 

On  Thursday,  March  22  a  workshop 
will  be  conducted  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches  from 
7-9  p.m.  A  second  workshop  will  be 
held  the  following  day,  Friday,  March 
23  at  First  Church,  Mansfield  from 
7-9  p.m. 

Instructors  and  courses  to  be  of¬ 
fered  will  include:  Kindergarten:  Mrs. 
Mildred  Constable  of  Pleasant  Hill, 
“Fellow  Workers  with  God”;  Elemen¬ 
tary  1-2:  Mrs.  Lamar  Hale  of  Firkt 
Church,  Natchitoches,  “The  World  of 
Differences”;  Elementary  3-4:  Mrs. 
Catherine  Gibbs,  Conference  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Worker,  Shreveport,  “In  the 
Lands  of  the  Bible”;  Elementary  5-6: 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Tannahill,  Many,  “A 
Christian  in  Conflict”;  Junior  High: 
Miss  Martha  Carroll,  Education  as¬ 
sistant  at  First  Church,  Natchitoches, 
“Learning  Together  in  God’s  Wonder¬ 
ful  World.” 


PERKINS  SPONSORING  SEMINAR 
ON  DRUG  AND  ALCOHOLISM 
PREVENTION 

“Prevention  of  Drug  Dependency 
and  Alcoholism”  is  the  subject  of  a  two 
day  Seminar  to  be  jointly  sponsored 
by  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
S.M.U.  and  the  National  Committee 
For  the  Prevention  of  Alcoholism, 
March  26-27  at  S.M.U. 

Planned  for  ministers,  counselors, 
educators,  medical  personnel,  civic 
leaders,  public  health  workers  and 
other  interested  persons,  the  Seminar 
will  begin  at  8:15  a.m.  on  Monday, 
March  26  and  end  at  5:00  p.m.  oil 
Tuesday,  March  27. 

Interested  persons  may  register  for 
a  fee  of  $15  sent  to  the  Office  of  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  S.M.U.,  Dallas,  Tex.  75275. 
The  fee  includes  the  cost  of  lunch  on 
Monday  at  which  time  Dr.  Douglas 
Jackson  will  speak.  All  sessions  will  be 
held  in  room  210  Selecman  Hall  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  For  more 
information  call  (214)  692-2041  and 
speak  to  Dr.  David  Switzer  who  is  the 
Perkins  coordinator  of  the  .Seminar 
t 

News  in  Brief 

The  Rev.  Albert  F.  Tucker,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister,  is  retiring  after 
20  years  as  executive  director  of  Texas 
Alcohol  Narcotics  Education,  Inc. 
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THE  AURORA  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  plans  a  Lay  Witness  Mission 
for  the  weekend  of  April  6-8.  Joe 
Solomon  of  Monroe  will  serve  as  co¬ 
ordinator.  Planning  youth  involvement 
are  Jay  Coder,  Norm  Bacon,  Jr.  and 
Donna  Dees.  Peter  Cutt  is  chairman 
of  Evangelism  at  Aurora  and  Dr.  Hen¬ 
ry  A.  Rickey  is  pastor. 


THE  ANNUAL  FELLOWSHIP  of 
Christian  Athletes  Weekend  of  Champ¬ 
ions  Banquet  was  held  in  Bain  Hall  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  March  16.  Say  Wyche, 
quarterback  for  the  Washington  Red¬ 
skins,  was  guest  speaker.  Football 
teams  from  LSU,  Ole  Miss  and  Okla¬ 
homa  were  featured. 


THE  KEY  73  STUDY  OF  Luke  in  the 
Clinton-Clear  Creek  Church  began  on 
March  1 1 .  Five  resource  persons  lead¬ 
ing  the  groups  are:  Mrs.  G.  Williams, 
adults;  Mrs.  Johree  Saint,  youth;  F. 
Roberts,  adults;  Mrs.  Billy  Kline, 
adults;  and  the  Rev.  Lester  Nance, 
youth. 

A  YOUTH  SPECIAL  in  Munholland 
United  Methodist  Church  was  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Bret  Casselman  on  March 
11.  Bret,  a  representative  of  Campus 
Crusades,  showed  a  film  and  discussed 
opportunities  for  ministry  on  high 
school  and  college  campuses. 

THE  MONROE  DISTRICT  Youth 
Retreat  was  held  at  Chemin-A-Haut 
State  Park,  near  Bastrop,  on  March 
16  and  17.  Theme  of  the  retreat  was 
“Get  in  Touch  by  Looking  Out  and 
Looking  In.”  Guest  speaker  was  Mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  Philippines  Ray  Holt. 

YOUTH  OF  HOUMA’S  First  United 
Methodist  Church  plan  a  week  in  the 
Rockies  this  summer.  To  help  with  the 
expenses,  they  sponsored  a  spaghetti 
supper  at  the  church  on  Wednesday, 
March  21.  The  Rev.  Jerome  Cain  is 
their  pastor. 

ISTROUMA  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge  plans  a  series 
of  revival  services  the  week  of  April 
1-6.  Guest  evangelist  will  be  the  Rev. 
A.  Jerome  Cain,  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houma. 
Services  will  be  at  10:30  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.  daily.  The  Rev.  J.  Taylor  Wall 
will  be  host  pastor. 

“CONTEMPORARY  CAMPUS 
GODS”  was  the  subject  for  discussion 
in  University  United  Methodist  Church 
al  Baton  Rouge  on  Sunday  evening, 
March  1 1 .  Dr.  Martin  Harvey,  dean  of 
students  at  Southern  University,  was 
the  moderator  for  these  panelists:  Ker¬ 
ry  Pourciau,  L.S.U.  student  body  pres¬ 
ident;  the  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Southern;  the  Rev.  Will  Finnin,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Uniting  Campus  Ministry 
at  L.S.U.  Members  of  Camphor  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  were 
visitors.  The  event  was  sponsored  by 
the  Commission  on  Social  Concerns, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Pugh,  II,  chairman.  Dr. 
Lamar  Smith  was  host  pastor. 


Mrs.  Glen  Laskey  is 
shown  speaking  to  the 
Grace  United  Methodist 
Men  and  Wives  at  a  re¬ 
cent  breakfast  in  Rus- 
ton.  She  spoke  on  "The 
Mission  of  the  Church 
in  Today’s  World." 
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Junior  high  youth  of  Grace  Church,  Ruston,  enjoyed  an  ice  skating 
party  recently.  Miss  Deborah  McGehee  is  their  counselor.  The 
Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  is  their  pastor. 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
celebrated  Cora  and  Jimmy  Harris  Sunday  on  March 
11.  Dr.  Harris  preached  at  the  two  morning  services 
and  people  who  had  united  during  his  five  year  min¬ 
istry  at  Broadmoor  were  given  special  recognition 
at  the  services.  The  Harrises  left  Broadmoor  nine 
years  ago  and  they  are  now  retired,  living  in  Frank- 
I inton.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  at  right,  is  now  pastor  at 
Broadmoor. 


THE  REV.  JAMES  M.  POOLE,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  was  the  speak¬ 
er  for  a  series  of  services  held  in  Na¬ 
poleon  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  March  18-20. 
His  messages  were  based  on  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  .Luke  as  a  part  of  the  Key  73 
program.  On  Monday  night,  March  19, 
the  chorus  of  Bethel  College,  McKen¬ 
zie,  Tenn.,  brought  a  program  of  spe¬ 
cial  music.  The  group  is  directed  by 
Dr.  Franklin  Poole,  brother  of  the  guest 
speaker.  The  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  their 
father,  is  pastor  of  the  Napoleon 
Church. 


WE’RE  SORRY! 

Some  of  our  new  subscribers  are  not 
yet  getting  the  paper.  The  bottleneck 
has  almost  cleared  and  only  about  300 
of  the  5,000  new  address  plates  re¬ 
main  to  be  cut. 

Those  whose  subscriptions  begin  in 
March  will  receive  a  full  year,  even 
though  the  plates  are  marked  JAN. 
Subscriptions  are  not  usually  dropped 
until  Maich,  even  when  they  expire 
in  January. 
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CECIL  BLAND  SPEAKS 

AT  BOSSIER  FIRST  CHURCH 


THE  DeRIDDER  CHURCH’S  Boys 
Basketball  Team  finished  their  season 
with  a  perfect  record. 

SAGER  BROWN  SCHOOL  at  Bald¬ 
win  was  the  site  of  the  Ninth  Annual 
Lafayette  District  Retreat  for  Men, 
held  on  Saturday,  March  17  from  3 
until  7  p.m. 


Cecil  Bland,  associate  director  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Louisiana  Conference, 
was  the  principal  speaker  at  the  Sun¬ 
day  evening  services,  March  18  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bos¬ 
sier  City.  Mr.  Bland  spoke  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  General  Conference’s  Ac¬ 
tions  on  Social  Principles.”  The  Rev. 
K.  G.  Rorie  is  pastor  at  Bossier  City. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Mar.  25 — Sunday  . Matt.  11:1-6 

Mar.  26  . Mark  5:21-24,  35-42 

Mar.  27  . Luke  7:11-18 

Mar.  28  . John  11:14-45 

Mar.  29  . Luke  23:46-49 

Mar.  30  . Luke  24:1-12 

Mar.  31  . Luke  24:36-45 

Apr.  1 — Simday  . John  7:14-30 


MILO  TO  SPEAK  AT 
CUB  SCOUT  BANQUET 

The  Rev.  Howard  L.  Milo,  associate 
director  of  the  Council  on  Ministries, 
United  Methodist  Church,  Louisiana 
Conference,  with  headquarters  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  will  be  the  principal 
speaker  at  the  annual  Blue  and  Gold 
Banquet  of  Cub  Scout  Pack  157  at  the 
Evergreen  Baptist  Church,  Shreveport, 
on  March  24. 

THE  METHODIST  HOSPITAL 
Auxiliary  plans  a  benefit  Spring 
Fashion  Show  for  Friday,  March 
30  at  1:00  p.m.  in  the  fellowship 
hall  of  Lake  Vista  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  6645  Spanish  Fort 
Blvd.,  New  Orleans. 

A  CHAPTER  OF  ALCOHOLICS 
Anonymous  meets  in  St.  Bernard’s  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  Chalmette,  each 
Wednesday  night.  On  Feb.  22,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  group  were  special 
guests  of  St.  Bernard  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Men. 

WORSHIP  SERVICES  DURING 
March  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Jennings  are  being  broad¬ 
cast  over  Radio  Station  KJEF.  The 
Rev.  Eskel  L.  Tatum,  pastor,  is  bring¬ 
ing  the  sermons. 

SOUTHSIDE  CHURCH,  MONROE, 
had  two  guest  speakers  on  Sunday, 
March  4.  Bob  Lewter,  a  Gideon  and 
a  member  of  the  Northside  Baptist 
Church,  preached  at  the  8:30  a.m.  ser¬ 
vice.  A  member  of  the  Monroe  chap¬ 
ter  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous  spoke  at 
the  11  o’clock  service.  A.A.  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  Monroe  27  years  ago. 

NICK  SALIDINO  was  selected  as 
Layman  of  the  Year  at  the  Annual 
Hammond  District  Laymen’s  Fellow¬ 
ship  Dinner,  held  Feb.  22  in  First 
Church,  Hammond.  Nick  has  been  lay 
leader  of  the  Hammond  District  for 
the  four  years  it  has  been  organized. 

GIDEON  SPEAKER  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Slidell  on  Sun¬ 
day,  March  25,  will  be  Bill  Matheny, 
insurance  man  from  Bogalusa  and  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Rev.  Phil  Woodland  will  be  host 
pastor. 

MRS.  GEORGE  POMEROY  led  the 
four-week  study  of  Paul’s  Letter  to  the 
Romans  in  University  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Lake  Charles.  The  ses¬ 
sions  concluded  March  11.  Dr.  Ken¬ 
neth  R.  Reed  is  the  University  Church 
pastor. 
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COMMENT 

You  know  the  TV  commercial  whc^e^  some¬ 
one  is  grumbling  that  “it’s  not  working”  and 
then  you  see  several  other  characters  exclaim¬ 
ing  happily  that  “IT’S  WORKINtj!  I  I’S 
WORKING!”?  Well,  that  is  exactly  what  is 
happening  all  over  Methodism  with  United 
Methodist  Women.  I  have  recently  returned 
from  a  meeting  in  Nashville  where  I  met  the 
most  delightful  women  from  Alabama  who 
were  enthusiastically  proclaiming  that  in  their 
united  conference  it  is  working.  In  reports  and 
correspondence  from  around  our  own  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference  I  am  told  that  in  some  areas  “it  will  never  work”,  while 
in  other  places  the  women  are  busily  engaged  in  holding  joint  meetings, 
discussing  their  fears  and  frustrations,  their  hopes  and  dreams,  and  formu¬ 
lating  plans  TO  MAKE  IT  WORK!  Where  are  you  in  the  formation  of 
the  new  organization?  Are  you  one  who  is  saying  “it  will  never  work”? 
Order  a  copy  of  the  Readiness  to  Move  and  Guidelines,  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws,  and  the  Handbook/Workshop  from  Service  Center;  initiate 
a  joint  meeting  of  WSCS  and  WSG  members  and  be  one  of  those  women 
who  joyfully  exclaim  “IT’S  WORKING!” 

With  reference  to  the  Enrichment  Weekend  June  15-17  at  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah,  we  first  stressed  sending  in  $3.00  registration  fee  to  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  Conference  President,  if  you  planned  to  attend.  However,  while 
attending  a  meeting  in  Kansas  City  on  March  3rd,  Mrs.  Compton  learned 
that  the  important  point  is  to  mail  your  check  for  $18.75  (for  horsing, 
insurance  and  meals)  to  Rev.  N.  Lee  Cate,  United  Methodist  Assembly, 
Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas  72701.  So  get  busy  and  send  both 
checks  —  one  for  $18.75  to  Rev.  Cate  and  one  for  $3.00  to  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  Rt.  1,  Box  60  B,  Elton,  Louisiana  70532.  This  is  a  meeting  of 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  which  is  open  to  all  women. 

One  of  my  favorite  verses  from  the  Bible  is  1  Corinthians  13;  13,  and 
here  is  a  little  jingle  which  is  based  thereon: 

United  Methodist  Women  is  new. 

The  terms  “Society”  and  “Guild”  are  now  taboo. 

But  with  Faith,  Hope  and  Love,  these  three. 

We  will  make  it  work,  I  now  foresee! 

— Mrs.  Louis  M.  Bennett,  Conference  Chairman  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
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ROLE  OF  WOMEN  COMMISSION 
ELECTS  EXECUTIVE  TEAM 

One  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  newest  national  agencies  has 
chosen  its  first  executive  secretary,  a 
team  from  southern  California  and 
northern  Illinois.  The  two-member  sec¬ 
retariat  of  the  Commission  on  the  Stat¬ 
us  and  Role  of  Women  will  be  Judith 
Learning  Elmer,  Chicago,  Ill.,  and 
Nancy  Grissom  Self,  Long  Beach, 
Calif.  They  were  elected  by  mail  bal¬ 
lot  after  a  two-month  process  of  se¬ 
lection. 

Established  by  the  1972  General 
Conference  in  Atlanta,  the  43-member 
Commission  has  as  its  purpose  “foster¬ 
ing  an  awareness  of  problems  and  is 
sues  related  to  status  and  role  of  wom¬ 
en  with  special  reference  to  full  parti¬ 
cipation  in  the  total  life  of  the  church 
at  least  commensurate  with  total  mem¬ 
bership.”  Estimates  are  that  about  54 
per  cent  of  United  Methodism’s  10,- 
300,000  members  are  women. 

Pending  approval  by  two  national 
agencies,  the  Commission’s  office  will 
be  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  on  the  campus  of 
Garrett  Theological  Seminary.  The  ad¬ 
dress  will  be;  2121  Sheridan  Road, 
Evanston,  Ill.  60201.  This  temporary 
office  was  opened  March  5,  to  operate 


until  July,  with  long-term  quarters  to 
be  rented  after  that,  if  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  ap¬ 
prove. 

Chaired  by  president  Barbara 
Thompson,  Silver  Spring,  Md.,  the  43- 
member  (26  women,  17  men)  Com¬ 
mission  was  told  several  possible  office 
locations  had  been  investigated,  includ¬ 
ing  Washington,  New  York,  Dayton, 
and  Nashville. 

At  a  meeting  held  March  2-4  at 
Marydalc  Retreat  House,  Erlanger, 
Ky.,  the  Commission  spent  consider¬ 
able  time  in  five  program  task  forces, 
refining  goals  and  priorities  for  the 
1973-76  quadrennium.  The  task  forces, 
each  chaired  by  a  Commission  vice- 
president,  are:  Bible  and  Theological 
Perspectives,  Lay  Women  in  the 
Church,  Research  and  Dissemination 
of  Information,  Life  Styles  and  Minor¬ 
ity  Women,  and  Women  Employed  by 
the  Church. 

The  Commission  spent  time  complet¬ 
ing  internal  organization,  firming  op¬ 
erating  policies  and  procedures  and  set¬ 
ting  up  four  administrative  committees 
— Finance,  Personnel,  Nominations 
and  Standing  Rules.  Affirmed  was  a 
steering  committee  comprising  the 
president,  recording  secretary  and  five 
vice-presidents,  with  staff  ex-officio. 
The  group  elected  three  members-at- 
large  and  discussed  nominations  to  be 
submitted  to  the  World  Methodist 
Council  for  possible  inclusion  among 
ten  women  attending  the  Oxford  Insti¬ 
tute  on  Methodist  Theological  Studies 
this  summer  in  England. 

The  new  executive  team  began  ser¬ 
vice  in  March,  Ms.  Elmer,  a  former 


Self 


Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery  of  Baton  Rouge 
and  Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett  of  Monroe 
are  shown  in  front  of  Airport  Hilton 
Inn  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  they 
were  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
Regional  Advisory  Committee  held 
on  February  23-24.  Mrs.  Chrisentery 
represented  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  in  her  capacity  as  member-at- 
large,  and  Mrs.  Bennett  represented 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Peace  Corps  volunteer  and  an  organi¬ 
zer  of  the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Caucus,  is  currently  an  instructor  in 
English  as  a  foreign  language  at  Cen¬ 
tral  YMCA  Community  College  in 
Chicago.  Ms.  Self,  a  former  US-2 
(short-term  Methodist  home  mission¬ 
ary)  and  Wesley  Foundation  director, 
is  currently  coordinator  of  a  Counsel¬ 
ing  Center  at  California  State  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Long  Beach.  Both  are  married 
to  United  Methodist  ministers. 

The  Commission  president  said  that 
the  selection  of  a  team  for  executive 
secretary  is  “symbolic  of  new  concepts 
and  patterns  of  professional  leadership 
which  the  Commission  is  seeking  in 
the  church.”  There  is  as  yet  no  precise 
job  description,  but  responsibilities  are 
expected  to  include  familiarization 
with  issues  related  to  women  in  all 
parts  of  the  church,  and  being  a  liaison 
between  the  Commission  and  other 
bodies,  a  trouble  shooter  in  matters 
related  to  sexism,  and  a  visible  symbol 
of  the  emerging  participation  and  pow¬ 
er  of  women  at  all  levels  of  the  church, 
t 

WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER 
HELD  IN  VILLE  PLATTE 

The  World  Day  of  Prayer  obser¬ 
vance  was  held  in  the  Ville  Platte  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  March  2.  Mrs. 
M.  O.  Malley  of  the  Ville  Platte 
Church  was  leader  for  the  program  on 
the  theme  “Alert  in  Our  Time.”  She 
was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Murphy  Soileau 
and  Mrs.  Bertha  D.  Fontonot  of  the 
Ville  Platte  Church,  and  Miss  Mabel 
Thompson  of  the  Bayou  Chicot  United 
Methodist  Church,  with  the  Response 
from  those  in  attendance. 

The  opening  prayer  was  by  the  Rev, 
W.  Spiller  Milton  of  the  Lecompte- 
Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville  Charge, 
while  the  main  talk  was  given  by  the 
Rev.  William  Eubanks,  minister  of  the 
Ville  Platte  and  Eunice  Churches. 

After  the  program,  a  covered  dish 
luncheon  was  served.  Guests  were  from 
Eunice,  Bayou  Chicot,  Pine  Prairie, 
Lecompte  and  Ville  Platte. 


WISNER  WOMEN  REORGANIZE 

Wisner  United  Methodist  Women 
have  made  plans  for  a  quarterly  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  at  the  church  on  second 
Monday  nights  of  May,  August,  No¬ 
vember  and  February,  with  provision 
for  business  between  meetings  to  be 
handled  by  the  executive  committee. 
Program  meetings  will  be  on  the  other 
second  Monday  nights  of  the  year  in 
circle  meetings  in  homes.  Another 
night  circle  will  meet  on  first  Monday 
nights  from  October  through  May.  A 
morning  circle  and  prayer  group  will 
meet  each  Tuesday  at  9:30. 

Mrs.  lola  Knight  was  named  chair¬ 
man  of  a  Committee  for  Systematic 
Visitation.  Shut-ins  are  to  become  a 
part  of  an  At-Home  Circle.  This  circle 
will  not  “meet”,  but  will  have  a  sense 
of  unity  with  each  other  and  with 
other  circles,  and  will  be  full-fledged 
members  of  United  Methodist  Women. 
Projects  for  the  group  include  a  “round 
robin  letter”,  a  missionary-apron  to  be 
passed  around  for  members  to  sew 
coins  in  pockets,  use  of  Prayer  Calen¬ 
dars  and  Upper  Room  devotions. 

Plans  are  being  discussed  for  a  Rosa¬ 
lie  Nursing  Home  Service  Circle,  and 
for  a  book  club  circle. 

Officers  for  the  new  organization 
were  elected  at  the  Sunday  afternoon 
silver  tea  held  for  all  Wisner  Metho¬ 
dist  women  on  Feb.  18.  Miss  Mary 
Stella  Ward  is  the  president,  Mrs.  A. 
D.  Moore  is  vice-president,  Mrs.  Min- 
neola  Goodman,  secretary  and  Mrs. 
Amanda  Warner,  treasurer. 
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ST.  LUKE  WOMEN  ORGANIZE 
IN  LAKE  CHARLES 

The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  of  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 
Church  became  the  first  Society  in  the 
Lake  Charles  District  to  become  a  unit 
of  United  Methodist  Women.  After 
taking  the  proper  steps  of  study  on 
the  needs  of  their  local  group,  a  “Cele¬ 
bration  of  the  New”  was  held  on  Mar. 
1st  at  the  church.  The  election  of  offi¬ 
cers  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  George 
Copeland  and  the  elected  leaders  were 
installed  by  Mrs.  Merlin  Verret.  Mrs. 
Cecil  Gallaspy  was  leader  for  the  Cele¬ 
bration  Service. 

The  following  ladies  served  on  the 
Planning  Committee  to  launch  the  new 
organization.  Dorothy  Robinson,  Edna 
Keys,  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  Anabel  Cope¬ 
land,  Joanna  Willson,  Nita  Gallaspy, 
Jeaneal  Godwin,  Betty  Runte.  The 
unit  has  divided  into  three  sub-groups, 
called  interest  groups.  Leaders  for 
these  groups  are:  Jeaneal  Godwin, 
Creative;  Margaret  Dean,  Action;  Bet¬ 
ty  Verret,  Study. 

The  elected  leaders  for  the  new  unit 
are  as  follows:  Mrs.  George  Copeland, 
president;  Mrs.  Cecil  Gallaspy,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Roland  Morton,  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Mrs.  Harold  Thiele,  treasur¬ 
er.  Coordinators  are:  Mrs.  Herb  Robin¬ 
son,  Global  Mission;  Mrs.  Frank  Keys, 
Personal  Mission;  Mrs.  Herman  Nolen’ 
local  church;  Dorothy  Roach,  care  and 
concern;  and  Mrs.  Fred  Godwin, 
nominations. 

t 

THE  SENIOR  HIGH  UMY  of  First 
Church,  Minden,  will  have  an  over¬ 
night  retreat  at  Caney  Lake  on 
Friday,  March  23.  The  Rev.  Kirby 
A.  Vining  is  the  pastor. 
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(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  —  March,  April  and  May  —  under  the  general 
topic:  “Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.”) 


LESSON  FOR  APRIL  1;  God  Speaks  Through  Christ 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  John  1:1-8,  14-18; 
Acts  10:34-43;  Hebrews  1:1-4 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  No  man  hath  seen  God 
at  any  time;  the  only  begotten  Son,  which  is 
in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared 
him.  (John  1:18) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  deepen  our  understand¬ 
ing  of  Christ  as  God’s  supreme  revelation  of 

His  nature  and  of  His  purpose  for  man, 

^  ^ 


“In  Him  was  life  and  the  life  was  the  light  of 
men.”  This  statement  at  the  beginning  of  John’s 
Gospel  is  a  kind  of  keyword  to  the  entire  New 
Testament.  To  a  unique  degree,  the  life  that  was  in 
God  was  in  Jesus  and  that  life  became  the  fullest 
revelation  of  what  God  wanted  man  to  be.  He  be¬ 
came  the  world’s  supreme  teacher  for  his  generation 
and  for  all  the  generations  that  followed.  At  the 
close  of  the  Sermon  bn  the  Mount,  Matthew  com¬ 
ments,  “When  Jesus  finished  these  sayings,  the 
crowds  were  astonished  at  his  teaching,  for  he  taught 
them  as  one  who  had  authority  and  not  as  their 
scribes.”  Nicodemus  said,  “Rabbi,  we  know  that  you 
are  a  teacher  sent  from  God;  for  no  one  can  do 

these  signs  that  you  do,  unless  God  is  with  him.” 

#  *  * 

THE  MARKS  OF  COMPELLING  TEACHING 

Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
teaching  of  Jesus.  First,  the  language  he  used  was 
simple  and  understandalsle.  He  dealt  with  the  most 
profound  of  all  truths  but  he  expressed  them  in  terms 
that  presented  no  barriers  to  understanding.  He 
talked  about  birds  and  flowers  and  seed  sown  on 
good  ground,  and  on  thorny  ground,  and  yeast  in  a 
woman’s  bread  tray,  and  a  shepherd  and  his  lost 
sheep;  about  salt  and  fire  and  about  sewing  a  patch 
of  new  cloth  on  an  old  garment;  about  a  woman 
searching  frantically  for  a  lost  coin,  and  about  a 
wayward  boy  who  got  so  homesick  that  he  went 
home  and  found  a  waiting  and  forgiving  father. 

Nor  was  the  dimension  of  humor  absent  from  his 
discourses.  Dr.  Elton  Trueblood  has  written  a  book 
“The  Humor  of  Christ.”  If  you  have  not  read  it,  you 
would  be  surprised  at  the  number  of  illustrations 
that  Jesus  used — such  as  a  camel  striding  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle,  or  a  man  with  a  log  in  his  eye 
looking  diligently  for  a  speck  of  dust  in  his  neigh¬ 
bor's  eye,  or  another  man  meticulously  fishing  a 
gnat  out  of  his  drink  and  then  proceeding  to  swal¬ 
low  a  camel,  big  humps  and  all — absurdities  that 
would  have  moved  his  hearers  to  smiles  or  to  out¬ 
right  laughter.  In  thirty  different  passages  of  Jesus’ 
teaching  Dr.  Trueblood  finds  the  recognition  of  hu¬ 
mor  necessary  to  an  adequate  understanding  of  Je¬ 
sus’  meaning  and  method. 

*  *  * 

THE  PEOPLE  UNDERSTOOD 

The  parables  of  Jesus  as  a  means  of  conveying 
truth  have  never  been  matched.  They  revealed  eter¬ 
nal  truth  through  the  medium  of  down-to-earth 
realities.  These  things  his  hearers  knew  about  be- 
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cause  they  saw  them  nearly  every  day.  The  com¬ 
mon  people,  with  none  of  the  priestly  schooling, 
could  understand  his  words.  This  is  why  great  mul¬ 
titudes  followed  him  and  heard  him  gladly.  It  would 
be  a  wholesome  achievement  if  this  pattern  of  com¬ 
munication  set  by  the  Master  Teacher  could  become 
the  standard  of  practice  of  all  servants  of  the 
Church  who  carry  responsibility  in  the  realm  of 
teaching;  in  theological  seminaries,  pulpits,  and  by 
lay  teachers  in  local  congregations.  The  most  pro¬ 
found  truth  can  be  stated  in  understandable  terms 
if  the  speaker  or  writer  is  willing  to  pay  the  neces¬ 
sary  price. 

REVERENCE  FOR  TRADITION 

Second,  He  took  into  full  account  the  light  and 
the  wisdom  that  had  been  revealed  through  those 
who  had  gone  before  Him.  He  was  not  the  kind  of 
revolutionary  who  believed  that  everything  that  had 
gone  before  him  was  outworn  and  worthless  and 
had  to  be  disposed  of  before  any  real  progress  could 
be  made.  He  said,  “I  come  not  to  destroy  but  to 
fulfill.”  At  the  beginning  of  his  ministry,  he  went, 
as  his  custom  was,  into  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth, 
And  when  he  stood  up  to  read  he  turned  to  the 
place  in  the  Book  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah  where  he  had 
already  found  the  commission  for  his  ministry,  “The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me, because  he  has  anoint¬ 
ed  me  to  preach  good  news  to  the  poor.  He  has 
sent  me  to  proclaim  release  to  the  captives  and  re¬ 
covering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  those 
who  are  oppressed,  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year 
of  the  Lord.”  Again  and  again  He  referred  to  one  or 
the  other  of  the  prophets  or  leaders  in  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  times.  He  realized  that  too  often  these  truths 
had  become  encrusted  with  a  stale  institutionalism 
and  were  crying  out  for  release.  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones 
has  this  to  say  about  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount: 
“There  is  a  beyondness  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
that  startles  and  appalls  the  legalistic  mind.  It  sets 
no  limit  to  duty  —  the  first  mile  does  not  suffice, 
he  will  go  two;  the  coat  is  not  enough,  he  will  give 
the  cloak  also;  to  love  friends  is  not  enough,  he  will 
love  enemies  as  well.  Come  to  that  with  the  legalistic 
mind  and  it  is  impossible  and  absurd:  come  to  it  with 
the  mind  of  the  lover  and  nothing  else  is  possible. 
The  lover’s  attitude  is  not  one  of  duty  but  of  privi¬ 
lege.  Here  is  the  key  to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
We  mistake  entirely  if  we  look  on  it  as  the  chart  of 
the  Christian’s  duty,  rather  it  is  the  charter  of  the 
Christian’s  liberty — his  liberty  to  go  beyond,  to  do 
that  which  love  impels  and  not  merely  the  thing  that 
duty  compels.” 

THE  WHOLE  TRUTH 

A  third  characteristic  that  stands  out  in  the  teach¬ 
ing  ministry  of  Jesus  is  that  he  refused  to  be  led  into 
a  distorted  and  unbalanced  statement  of  the  truth. 
The  element  of  wholeness  is  always  present.  This 
was  not  an  easy  achievement  in  that  day  nor  in  this 
day.  The  generation  to  which  we  belong  has  been 
called,  “A  polarized  generation.”  Only  a  few  years 
ago  the  chief  line  of  cleavage  within  the  Christian 
community  ran  along  the  barrier  of  denominational 
divisions.  Happily,  much  of  this  divisiveness  has 
been  healed  through  ecumenical  activities.  Today  the 


line  of  separation  runs  across  denominational  seg¬ 
ments  but  the  spirit  of  dissension  is  no  less  acute. 
On  one  side  are  those  who  emphasize  the  application 
of  the  Christian  Gospel  to  such  social  problems  as 
poverty,  racism,  and  international  conflict.  They 
are  the  activists  who  become  impatient  with  the 
Church  for  its  slowness  in  taking  up  the  cause  of 
human  emancipation.  On  the  other  side  are  those 
who  insist  that  the  main  business  of  the  church  is 
the  cultivation  of  individual  piety  through  such 
means  as  Bible  study,  prayer,  and  personal  evan¬ 
gelism.  They  are  proponents  of  the  individual  Gos¬ 
pel.  Every  major  denomination  has  felt  this  bifurca¬ 
tion  within  its  membership.  Local  congregations  have 
been  weakened  in  their  witness  by  this  inner  discord 

and  have  sometimes  been  actually  tom  apart, 

*  *  * 

A  MINISTRY  OF  RECONCILIATION 

There  is  no  more  urgent  call  upon  the  church 
today  than  the  reconciling  of  these  two  groups.  In 
these  days  of  urgent  demands  upon  the  Christian 
forces  there  is  no  energy  to  be  wasted  through  inter¬ 
nal  strife.  This  breach  will  not  be  healed  by  debate, 
argument,  and  name  calling.  The  one  sure  remedy 
is  an  honest,  whole-hearted,  submission  to  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  Living  Christ  in  giving  ourselves  to  the 
pattern  of  worship  and  service  which  He  accepted 
for  His  own  ministry.  He  taught  us  that  we  are  to 
love  God  with  all  our  heart,  soul,  mind,  and  strength 
and  our  neighbor  as  ourselves.  He  emphasized  faith 
and  works.  “By  their  fruits  you  shall  know  them.” 
At  times  he  would  go  in  the  early  morning  to  a 
lonely  place  to  pray  but  he  always  came  back  to 
minister  to  the  needs  of  the  people.  When  the  whole 
Gospel  is  emphasized  in  a  congregation  there  will 
still  be  varying  opinions  and  emphases  but  there 
will  be  an  underlying  harmony  that  manifests  unity 

in  Christ,  “That  the  world  may  believe.” 

*  *  * 

REVELATION  CAME  THROUGH 
WORDS  AND  LIFE 

In  considering  the  revealing  ministry  of  Jesus 
we  have  so  far  dealt  mainly  with  the  words  he 
spoke.  We  must  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
the  complete  revelation  which  He  made  of  God’s 
nature  and  purpose  is  accomplished  partly  through 
the  words  that  He  spoke  but  even  more  fully  by  the 
life  that  he  lived.  We  must  never  lose  sight  of  the 
main  currents  of  his  ministry — his  breaking  through 
the  barriers  to  reach  the  outcasts,  his  miraculous 
deeds  of  healing,  his  love  for  his  children,  the  com¬ 
passion  which  he  expressed  again  and  again  for  the 
poor  and  the  neglected,  and,  surpassing  it  all  the 
sacrificial  death  which  he  died  on  a  cross  and  his 
triumphant  resurrection  from  a  tomb. 

There  is  space  here  for  only  a  bare  mention  of 
the  truth  which  we  hope  to  develop  in  a  later  les¬ 
son  that  Christ  continues  to  reveal  the  will  of  God 
through  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  through 
his  body  which  is  the  Church.  Among  his  last  re¬ 
corded  words  are  these,  “I  have  yet  many  things  to 
say  to  you  but  you  cannot  bear  them  now.  These 
things  have  I  spoken  to  you  while  I  am  still  with 
you.  But  the  Counselor,  the  Holy  Spirit,  whom  the 
Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he  will  teach  you  all 
things  and  bring  to  you  remembrance  all  that  I  have 
said  to  you.” 


PAGE  EIGHT 


MARCH  22,  1973 


Ministry 


by  Harold  H.  Hazenfield 


If  you  are  intrigued  by  verbosity* 
try  this  one:  The  Urban-Suburban 
Cluster  Ministry. 

But  back  of  this  unwieldy  descrip¬ 
tion  is  a  ministry  to  people,  both  in 
the  church  and  outside,  which  reaches 
into  their  everyday  lives  and  effects 
changes. 

For  example:  an  absentee  landlord* 
living  in  New  York,  takes  no  interest 
in  your  needs  in  Elizabeth,  N.J.  Hence 
you  are  without  hot  water  for  days, 
and  there  are  roaches  and  rodents  id 
your  apartment. 

Or  you  are  a  working  mother,  with 
preschool-age  children.  Who  will  care 
for  them  while  you  work  because  you 
must? 

Or  you  are  not  poor  but  you  are 
elderly  and  there  is,  suddenly,  no  ele¬ 
vator  service  in  your  building,  and 
you  live  on  the  fifth  floor. 

The  foregoing  are  just  a  few  of  the 
problems  many  persons  face  which  ad 
exciting  and  innovative  ministry  in 
Elizabeth,  N.J.  confronts  and  helps 
solve. 

It  was  initiated  at  the  1970  session 
of  the  Northern  New  Jersey  Confer¬ 
ence,  with  the  Rev.  John  W.  Gilbert, 
Jr.,  appointed  as  its  first  minister  of 
urban  ministries.  Mr.  Gilbert  has  since 
been  appointed  to  Henderson  Settle¬ 
ment  in  Frakes,  Ky.,  but  the  work  of 
the  cluster  ministry  he  once  led  goes 
on. 

Impetus  for  this  type  of  ministry 
stemmed  from  two  suburban  churches. 
New  Providence  and  Berkeley  Heights. 
The  idea  was — not  to  do  things  for 
people  but  to  counsel  and  direct  them 
in  the  belief  that  community  organi- 
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Mrs.  Hattie  Daniels  tells 
the  Rev.  John  W.  Gilbert, 
Jr.,  how  pleased  she  is 
with  her  new  hot  water 
heater  (background).  it 
takes  the  place  of  a  haz¬ 
ardous  side  arm  heater. 
Mr.  Gilbert  was  involved 
in  a  tenant  group’s  ef¬ 
fort  to  improve  nousing 
conditions  in  an  Eliza¬ 
beth,  N.J.  area.  (Harold 
H.  Hazenfield) 


zation  would  help  them  solve  prob¬ 
lems. 

In  Elizabeth  two  dissimilar  tenant 
associations  are  one  spinoff  from  this 
ministry. 

The  first  group,  comprising  17  fami¬ 
lies  living  in  a  26-unit  apartment  com¬ 
plex,  organized  to  gain  improvement 
of  their  dilapidated  buildings.  The  cost 
of  gas  heat  ranged  from  $18  to  $50  a 
month,  with  much  of  the  heat  lost  to 
the  out  of  doors.  The  landlord  had  re¬ 
fused  to  make  repairs  or  undertake 
any  improvements  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  his  net  profit  each  year  was  re¬ 
ported  to  be  $11,000. 

Because  ot  their  type  of  housing  and 
their  racial  background,  the  tenants 
felt  their  chances  of  effecting  any 
changes  were  minimal.  But  after  con¬ 
ferring  with  Mr.  Gilbert,  they  first  or¬ 
ganized  as  a  group,  and  then  followed 
legal  procedure.  They  withheld  their 
rent,  paying  it  not  to  the  landlord  but 
to  a  court  appointed  as  a  receiver  to 
refurbish  the  buildings.  Within  five 
months  some  $10,000  had  been  spent 
for  safe  hot-water  heaters  and  stoves, 
and  window  and  general  repairs. 

Totally  different  was  the  makeup  of 
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TOmSEND,  Del.  -  Michel¬ 
angelo  had  his  Sistine  Chap¬ 
el  and  Frank  Webb  and  his 
co-workers  have  just  com¬ 
pleted  their  own  ceiling 
painting  at  the  Immanuel 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Townsend,  Del.  High  above 
the  pews  in  the  church’s 
main  chancel,  Mr.  Webb  and 
two  other  painters  performed 
a  “Michelangelo  act,” 
spending  several  weeks 
standing,  lying  and  sitting 
on  scaffolding  duplicating  ^ 
the  original  colors  of  the 
relief-embossed  tin  ceiling  ' 
installed  in  the  church  in 
1903.  The  symbols  and 
designs  are  not  particularly 
religious  in  motif.  Rather 
they  are  typical  of  the  in¬ 
tricate  designs  used  in  many 
buildings  at  the  end  of  the 
1 9th  and  the  beginning  of 
the  20th  Century.  Usually, 
the  pressed  tin  ceilings 
and  sidewalls  were  painted 
with  a  solid  color  but  in 
some  cases,  such  as  the 
Immanuel  church,  the  em¬ 
bossed  designs  were  brought 
out  in  a  variety  of  colors. 

The  end  result  looks  like 
an  intricately  embroidered 
sampler  or  piece  of  needle¬ 
point.  (RNS  Photo) 
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the  second  group.  Its  members  were 
either  middle-class  working  people  or 
professionals;  they  were  not  poor,  and 
all  were  white.  But  their  apartment 
buildings,  involving  360  units,  were  de¬ 
teriorating  rapidly.  In  addition,  a 
stream — flowing  behind  the  buildings 
— had  overflowed  and  flooded  the 
first-floor  units  and  the  parking  lot.  A 
month  went  by  and  still  there  had  been 
no  cleanup  and  repairs.  The  tenants 
met  Mr.  Gilbert  who  advised  them  to 
secure  the  services  of  an  attorney,  list 
their  complaints  and  meet  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  absentee  landlord. 
The  tenants  subsequently  withheld 
their  rent  and  forced  a  settlement  with 
the  management  which  included  a  rent 
rebate  for  lack  of  service.  The  head  of 
the  tenant  group,  says  she  now  can 
talk  to  someone  in  the  New  York  of¬ 
fice  of  the  landlord  any  time  she 
phones.  Her  evaluation  of  Mr.  Gilbert’s 
ministry:  “If  he  had  not  showed  us  the 
way,  we’d  still  be  running  around  like 
chickens  with  our  heads  cut  off.” 

Like  many  communities,  Elizabeth 
has  families  in  which  both  parents 
work.  A  need  for  a  day-care  center 
prompted  a  group  to  raise  $180,000 
and  build  the  Jefferson  Park  Day-Care 
Center.  A  bright  and  cheerful  facility, 
it  serves  60  children  from  7:30  a.m 
until  5:30  p.m.  Well  staffed  and  fi¬ 
nanced,  without  government  money,  it 
is  but  one  more  facet  of  the  outreach 
of  the  Urban-Suburban  Cluster  Minis- 
try. 

Mr.  Gilbert’s  conviction  about  this 
kind  of  ministry  —  in  fact,  the  entire 
area  of  urban  evangelism  —  is  that: 
“The  parish  is  still  the  most  viable 
form  of  Christian  witness.  In  a  metro¬ 
politan  area  [it]  offers  both  to  the 
churched  and  the  unchurched  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  Christ’s  people.  All  of  its 
work  can  be  seen  as  evangelistic  but 
[the  cluster  ministry]  is  at  the  peak 
of  contemporary  concern.  We  are  tell¬ 
ing  people  of  God’s  love  for  their 
minds,  bodies,  and  spirits.” 

Mr.  Gilbert’s  appointment  was 
funded  by  the  two  churches  cited  ear¬ 
lier,  and  by  the  National  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  United 
Methodists,  in  their  giving  to  World 
Service,  share  in  such  projects  as  the 
Urban-Suburban  Cluster  Ministry. 
They  take  part  in  providing  such  need¬ 
ed  items  as  a  hot-water  heater — or  a 

clean  and  dry  place  in  which  to  live _ 

or,  in  the  case  of  children,  safety  from 
harm..._ 


By  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

Many  of  our  troubles  come 
through  words,  spoken  carelessly 
and  heedlessly.  There  would  be 
fewer  sorrows  and  greater  joys 
if  we  weighed  the  power  of 
words, 

Charles  Rann  Kennedy  in 
“The  Terrible  Meek”  has  the 
Roman  Captain  say:  “Words!  All 
the  things  that  ever  get  done  in 
this  world,  for  good  or  bad,  are 
done  by  words!”  The  discipline 
of  speech  is  one  of  our  biggest 
needs;  it  also  pays  rich  (Svi- 
dends. 

Here  are  some  simple  sugges¬ 
tions: 

1.  Each  morning  before  you 
have  even  talked  with  members 
of  your  own  family,  try  meditat¬ 
ing  upon  the  idea  that  you  will 
watch  your  words. 

2.  When  tempted,  through  cir¬ 
cumstances  or  actions  of  another, 
to  speak  harshly,  try  saying  to 
yourself,  “I’ll  be  silent  this  time.” 

3.  Most  of  us  talk  too  much. 
Why  not  try  to  talk  more  with  a 
smile,  with  a  gesture  of  the  hand, 
with  a  disposition  of  the  spirit 
in  lieu  of  a  spoken  word? 

4.  When  an  evil  word,  angry 
sentence  or  devilish  statement  has 
been  uttered,  express  regret  and 
ask  pardon.  That  will  help  to  heal 
the  wound. 
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Some  "good  news" 
from  Rhodesia 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  In  Rhodes¬ 
ia,  where  much  recent  news  has  dealt 
with  racial  tension^,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  continues  to  serve,  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  Bishop  Abel  T, 
Muzorewa,  in  evangelism  and  other 
areas  of  church  life. 

The  church  also  continues  to  grow 
—  the  Salisbury  (Rhodesia’s  capital) 
district  is  reported  to  have  trebled  the 
number  of  pastoral  charges  since  1969, 
Also  United  Methodists  are  talking 
with  other  denominations  about  a  sub¬ 
ject  occasionally  discussed  in  the  U.S., 
joint  use  of  church  buildings  by  sev¬ 
eral  congregations. 

Growth  in  the  Salisbury  district  and 
its  urban  evangelism  work  were  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  recent  letter  from  the 
Rev.  Thornas  L.  Curtis,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary,  to  friends  and  sup¬ 
porters  in  America. 
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News  in  Brief 

In  an  unusual  happening,  40  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Wilson  Springs  United 
Methodist  Church  near  Pascagoula, 
Miss.,  pitched  in  to  help  their  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Van  Carpenter,  write  a  series 
of  Sunday  School  lessons  to  be  printed 
in  the  Mississippi  United  Methodist 
Advocate.  A  number  of  area  periodi¬ 
cals  carry  such  features,  but  this  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  one  of  the  first  times  that 
such  a  numerous  group  helped  the  au¬ 
thor  prepare  them.  . 
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UMCOR’s  chief  executive  meets 
with  S.E.  Asians;  needs  surveyed 


Dr.  J.  Richard  Palmer, 
vice  president  for  de¬ 
velopment  at  Berea  Col¬ 
lege  in  Kentucky  since 
1969,  has  been  named 
president  of  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
effective  July  1.  Scarritt 
College  for  Christian 
Workers  is  the  only  insti¬ 
tution  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  owned  and  operated 
by  the  entire  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Over  5,000 
Scarritt  graduates  now 
serve  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  field 
of  Christian  education 
and  more  than  half  of  all 
United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  attended 
Scarritt. 


U.S.  Conference  for  WCC  to  meet 
in  Wisconsin,  April  28-May  3 


NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  —  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  will  be  the  site  of  the  1973 
meeting  of  the  United  States  Confer¬ 
ence  for  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  Conference  sessions  and  related 
meetings  from  April  28  -  May  3  will 
include  seminars,  celebration,  preach¬ 
ing,  Bible  study,  lectures,  study  and 
business  sessions,  a  banquet  and  visi¬ 
tation  to  some  other  Wisconsin  cities. 
The  Conference  will  be  accommodated 
in  the  Lowell  Hall  Conference  Center 
on  the  University  of  Wisconsin  Cam¬ 
pus.  The  format  has  been  changed  to 
provide  a  maximum  of  creativity  and 
dialogue.  It  is  anticipated  that  there 
will  be  participation  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Wisconsin  student  body  and 
faculty. 

Speakers  for  the  meeting  will  be  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Philip  A.  Potter  of  the  West 
Indies,  General  Secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches;  Dr.  Lukas  Vis- 
cher  of  Switzerland,  Director  of  the 
Secretariat  of  the  Commission  on  Faith 
and  Order  of  the  ^  World  Council  of 
Churches;  Ms.  Brigalia  Bam  of  South 
Africa,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Staff 
Working  Group  on  Renewal  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  the  Rev. 
Paul  Abrecht  of  the  United  States,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  Church  and  Society  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches;  Dr.  J.  Robert 
Nelson,  Dean  of  the  Boston  School  of 
Theology  and  Chairman  of  the  Work¬ 
ing  Committee  on  Faith  and  Order  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and 
Dr.  Eugene  L.  Smith,  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  New  York  office  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  U.S.  Conference  for  the  World 
Council,  with  headquarters  at  475  Riv¬ 
erside  Drive,  New  York,  New  York, 
serves  as  liaison  between  Geneva  and 
the  United  States  member  churches  and 
provides  news,  information,  education¬ 


al  materials  and  speakers  to  them. 
Membership  of  the  U.S.  Conference  is 
made  up  of  the  U.S.  delegates  to  the 
last  world  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  held  in  1968,  in 
Uppsala,  Sweden. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  has 
263  member  churches  of  the  Protes¬ 
tant,  Anglican  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
traditions  in  some  90  countries,  among 
them  27  in  the  United  States.  The 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  while  not  a 
member,  works  closely  with  the  WCC 
in  many  programs. 
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Religious  Communicators  meet 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (UMI)  —  For 
many  lay  persons  today,  the  church  has 
become  a.discretionary  activity,  similar 
to  spare-time  reading,  because  other 
interests  are  crowding  the  church  out 
of  personal  schedules,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  research  leader  told  a  nationwide 
institute  of  church  communicators  at 
Syracuse  University  Feb.  26-March  3. 

The  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  an  executive  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Council  on  Ministries,  was  sum¬ 
marizing  for  the  communicators,  many 
of  whom  were  United  Methodists,  the 
recent  massive  North  American  Inter¬ 
church  Study.  Dr.  Waltz  also  noted 
that  the  ultimate  consumer  often  is  ig¬ 
nored  by  the  communicator,  with 
church  school  curriculum  being  a  clas¬ 
sic  example  since  “it  usually  is  de¬ 
signed,  written  and  illustrated  with  pro¬ 
fessional  peers  in  mind  and  not  the 
student  and  teaeher.” 
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A  gain  of  167  members  was  re¬ 
ported  at  the  recent  fifth  General  As¬ 
sembly  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Chile,  bringing  the  total  to  6,717,  in¬ 
cluding  1,540  preparatory  members. 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  In  the  wake 
of  Southeast  Asian  ceasefires,  and  for 
programs  largely  determined  by  Asian 
Christian  leaders,  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
is  preparing  to  make  available  more 
than  $1,000,000  for  relief,  rehabilita¬ 
tion,  reconstruction  and  reconciliation 
in  Indochina,  according  to  the  Rev.  J. 
Harry  Haines,  UMCOR  chief  execu¬ 
tive. 

Dr.  Haines  has  returned  from  a 
meeting  in  Hong  Kong  of  the  Board 
for  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
new  Fund  for  Reconstruction  and 
Reconciliation  in  Indochina.  The 
board  comprises  15  members,  includ¬ 
ing  10  from  Asia,  of  whom  five  are 
from  Indochina.  Dr.  Haines  is  the  only 
North  American  member.  The  board 
is  determining  the  direction  of  the 
programs  of  relief  and  reconstruction. 

It  is  intended  that  much  of  UM¬ 
COR’s  Indochina  contribution  probab¬ 
ly  will  go  to  the  Fund  for  Reconstruc¬ 
tion  and  Reconciliation,  whose  initial 
asking  to  the  World  Council’s  263 
memb^er  churches  is  $5,000,000,  Dr. 
Haines  said.  That  amount  is  for  the 
first  stage  of  “an  expanding  program” 
of  aid  in  South  Vietnam,  Laos,  Cam¬ 
bodia  and  North  Vietnam.  In  addition, 
the  WCC  has  said  it  will  need  an  es¬ 
timated  $1,500,000  each  year  for  the 
next  three  years  to  support  existing 
church  programs  in  South  Vietnam, 
Laos  and  Cambodia  as  well  as  provide 
medical  assistance  to  North  Vietnam. 

Dr.  Haines,  noting  that  UMCOR 
funds  will  go  both  to  the  new  $5,000,- 
000  initial  appeal  and  $4,500,000 
sought  for  ongoing  programs,  said: 
“Through  the  outlay  of  funds  for  the 
overwhelming  task  of  relief,  rehabili¬ 
tation  and  rebuilding  in  Indochina, 
United  Methodists  through  UMCOR 
are  saying  ‘yes’  to  Christ’s  call  to 
reconciliation  and  healing.  Even  $9,- 
500,000  probably  will  not  be  all  that 
will  be  required  of  the  churches  to 
help  rebuild  this  tragically  destroyed 
part  of  the  world. 

“It  is  significant  that  all  of  Indo¬ 
china  is  included  in  funds  that  will  be 
going  from  UMCOR  and  other  church 
agencies.  And  it  is  important  to  note 
that  our  Asian  brethren  are  taking  the 

Asian-American  Concerns  Considered 

OAKLAND,  Calif.  (UMI)  —  Asian- 
Americans  held  the  spotlight  in  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race  meeting  here  Feb. 
27-28,  with  election  of  a  new  Chinese 
staff  member  and  a  major  presentation 
of  Asian-American  problems  and 
hopes. 

The  Rev.  Charles  L.  Yue,  a  com¬ 
munity  development  worker  for  the 
church  in  San  Francisco’s  Chinatown, 
will  join  the  Washington-based  staff 
May  1  as  associate  executive  secre¬ 
tary.  He  will  be  the  fifth  staff  person 
joining  one  white,  two  blacks  and  one 
Hispanic. 

Meeting  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
area  where  the  majority  of  Asian- 
American  churches  are  located,  the 
commission  spent  one  third  of  its  time 
hearing  representatives  of  the  Chinese, 
Japanese,  Korean  and  Filipino  com¬ 
munities. 


lead  in  deciding  how  programs  should 
move.” 

Dr.  Haines  said  UMCOR  has  on 
hand  $500,000  that  was  transferred 
from  United  Methodism’s  1968-72 
Fund  for  Reeonciliation  in  December 
and  he  has  been  notified  that  an  addi¬ 
tional  $711,932.52  is  to  be  transferred 
to  UMCOR.  The  latter  amount,  as 
noted  by  former  Fund  for  Reconcilia¬ 
tion  executive  secretary  the  Rev.  Raoul 
C.  Calkins,  will  bring  to  almost  $2,- 
000,000  the  amount  given  by  United 
Methodists  through  the  Fund  for  Indo¬ 
china  relief. 

Dr.  Haines  said  UMCOR  has  al¬ 
ready  given  authorization  for  $500,000 
to  be  “put  into  the  pipeline”  to  the 
World  Couneil  of  Churches  for  its 
$5,000,000  initial  appeal  for  new  aid. 
He  noted  that  authorization  probably 
will  be  sought  to  use  a  substantial  part 
of  the  additional  $711,932.52  for 
other  phases  of  the  Indoehina  pro¬ 
gram,  as  UMCOR  has  already  com¬ 
mitted  itself  to  seeking  additional 
funding  for  ongoing  programs. 

For  such  programs.  Dr.  Haines  said, 
UMCOR  is  presently  committed  to 
provide:  $225,000  in  1973  and  1974 
(total  of  $450,000)  for  continuing  sup¬ 
port  of  Vietnam  Christian  Service, 
ecumenial  rehabilitation  agency  in 
South  Vietnam  which  UMCOR  has 
supported  for  five  years;  $25,000  in 
1973  and  1974  (total  of  $50,000)  for 
ongoing  rehabilitation  and  refugee 
work  in  Laos  through  Asian  Christian 
Service,  the  Asian  churches’  relief 
agency;  $50,000  for  new  programs  of 
rural  and  community  development  in 
Laos  under  Asian  Christian  Service. 
Any  residue  of  Fund  for  Reconcilia¬ 
tion  money  would  be  held  pending 
even  greater  calls  for  help  from  Indo¬ 
china,  he  said. 

Dr.  Haines  said  the  board  of  the 
Fund  for  Reconstruetion  and  Recon¬ 
ciliation  in  Indochina  will  meet  in 
Singapore  in  June,  at  which  time  30 
Asian  leaders  and  50  leaders  from  else¬ 
where  in  the  Third  World  will  discuss 
with  the  Board  the  future  of  eeumeni- 
eal  ministry  in  Indochina.  He  has  been 
to  Laos  and  South  Vietnam. 
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New  Weekly  Newsletter  Planned 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  — 
“Newscope,”  a  new  weekly  newsletter 
for  United  Methodists  will  begin  pub¬ 
lication  April  6,  it  has  been  announced 
by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

The  new  newsletter  will  be  edited 
by  the  general  church  periodicals  staff 
with  primary  responsibility  in  the  news 
department  of  the  Christian  Advocate 
and  Together.  John  A.  Lovelace,  news 
editor  of  the  two  periodicals  since 
1968,  will  serve  as  editor  of  “News- 
cope”  which  will  have  a  Tuesday 
deadline  each  week  and  go  into  the 
mails  Wednesday.  Sample  copies  were 
mailed  to  about  100,000  pastors  and 
lay  officials  across  the  church  the  first 
two  weeks  in  March. 

Newscope  will  be  available  on  an 
annual  subscription  basis  of  $7.50  at 
the  magazine  mail  rate  and  $11.50  for 
first  class.  Single  copies  will  sell  at  25 
cents. 
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A  fellowship  meal  was  prepared  by  the  youth 
of  St.  Luke’s  Church  in  Shreveport  and  served 
following  the  March  11  Sunday  morning  worship 
service,  where  the  Rev.  Ray  Holt  was  guest 
speaker.  Holt  has  returned  to  the  U.S.  fol¬ 
lowing  a  second  five-year  term  of  missionary 
work  in  the  Philippines.  The  workers  in  the 
kitchen  include  the  Rev.  Perry  Bell  (second 
from  left)  and  Mrs.  Bonnie  Pitts  (second  from 
right)  in  addition  to  the  four  pretty  girls. 


The  Rev.  Ray  Holt  (center),  guest  speaker  at 
St.  Luke’s,  shown  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
Nichols  (left  and  right),  co-chairmen  of  the 
Work  Area  on  Missions,  and  Kevin  Nichols  and 
Pam  Oden.  Mr.  Holt  served  as  director  of  the 
Aurora  Wesleyan  High  School,  Quezon  Pro¬ 
vince,  in  the  Pacific  islands.  He  also  served 
as  missionary  to  the  Middle  Philippines  an¬ 
nual  conference  and  supervised  work  among 
the  Negrito  people  in  western  Luzon  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  pastoral  assignments. 


(Left  to  right)  Mrs.  Ruth  Rush,  superintendent 
of  Education  at  Istrouma  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  shown  serving  Mrs.  Sadie  Bodden, 
newly  elected  superintendent,  at  a  recent  din¬ 
ner  for  workers  and  officers  of  the  church. 
Plans  were  made  for  teachers  in  all  divisions 
of  the  church  school  to  attend  a  workshop  and 
school. 
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—  but  only  if  he  fails  to 
recognize  the  keys  that  knock 
down  the  doors  of  his  spiritual 
bondage,  swing  wide  the  gates  to 
his  salvation. 

This  hopeful  little  book  by 
Warren  R.  Ebinger  points  toward 
the  ultimate  freedom  that  awaits 
us  all. 

YOU  ONLY 
LIVE  TWICE 

by  Warren  R.  $1 .00  each;  10  or 
Ebinger  more,  85^  each 


I  THE  UPPER  ROOM 
J  1908  GRAND  AVENUE 
j  NASHVILLE,  TENN.  37203 

j  Enclosed  you  will  find  my 

I  payment  of _ Please 

I  RUSH  me _ copies  of  "You 

I  Only  Live  Twice"  at  (circle 
I  one)  $1.00  each  —  850  each. 

I  NAME. _ 

i  address _ 

I  CITY -  STATE - 

ZIP - 


METHODIST  YOUTH  SURVEY 

Team  tabulates  results 

What  makes  the  youth  of  our  time 
“tick”? 

One  attempt  to  answer  this  most 
puzzling  question,  has  been  tried  by 
members  of  Noel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport.  Using  a  profes¬ 
sionally  devised  questionnaire  youth 
in  the  Shreveport  area  were  interviewed 
during  a  recent  session  at  Noel  by 
ministers  and  youth  workers.  Results 
of  these  interviews  were  fed  to  com¬ 
puters. 

The  resulting  information  on  com¬ 
puter  printout  sheets  has  undergone 
careful  examination  by  a  group  of 
youth  workers,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Rev.  Donald  C.  Cottrill,  associate 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  headquartered  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  and 
Youth  Ministries  Coordinator  for 
Louisiana. 

The  resulting  evalution  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  will  be  used  to  design  programs 
for  youth  in  United  Methodist 
Churches  over  Louisiana. 

t 

ERNEST  W.  DAY,  JR. 

Funeral  services  for  Ernest  W.  Day, 
Jr.,  49,  son  of  the  late  Rev.  E.  W. 
Day,  Sr.  and  Mrs.  Day  were  conducted 
Friday,  March  7  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Death 
came  while  he  was  sleeping.  The  Rev. 
Henry  Pickett  and  Dr.  Douglas  Mc¬ 
Guire  officiated.  Burial  was  at  Ros- 
field.  La. 

Day  was  born  in  Shreveport,  he 
graduated  from  Gibsland  High  School 
and- served  for  three  years  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  Navy.  He  attended  Louisiana 
State  University  and  the  University  of 
Southwestern  Louisiana,  majoring  in 
geology.  After  leaving  college  he  was 
employed  by  Uni  Royal  Company  as 
a  supervisor. 

Survivors  are  his  mother  of  Baton 
Rouge;  two  brothers,  Henry  of  Baton 
Rouge  and  Cecil  of  Sulphur;  one  sis¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Lee  Morgan  (Lucille  Fern) 
of  New  Orleans. 


SHREVEPORT  METOO- 
MINISTRIES  TO  SPONSOR 
BASKETBALL  TOURNAMENT 

On  March  24,  the  Shreveport  Metro¬ 
politan  Ministry  will  sponsor  the  fourth 
annual  Metropolitan  Ministry  inner- 
city  Basketball  Tournament  at  the 
Spar  Gymnasium  in  Princess  Park. 
This  will  be  the  second  time  that  this 
tournament  has  been  held  at  this  city 
facility  through  the  courtesy  of  the  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Shreveport  Park 
and  Recreation  Department,  Mel  Mc- 
Gana,  and  his  associate  J.  D.  Cox. 

The  Inner  City  Basketball  league 
began  on  Jan.  13,  with  a  tip-off  tour¬ 
nament  won  by  the  Carver  YMCA. 
Participating  teams  in  the  Inner  City 
Basketball  league  have  been  the  St. 


Paul  United  Methodist  Church  coached 
by  the  Rev.  A.  E.  Davis;  Crosstown 
Spartons,  coached  by  Willie  Thomas; 
Galilee  Baptist  Church  coached  by 
Donald  Rogers;  St.  James  Church 
coached  by  Maurice  Monroe;  Domi¬ 
noes,  coached  by  Anthony  Jones,  and 
Carver  YMCA  sponsored  by  James 
Houston, 

Four  teams  will  participate  in  the 
Inner  City  Tournament.  The  Dominoes 
have  won  the  regular  league  title  and 
will  be  the  top  seeded  team.  Galilee 
Baptist  Church  and  the  Carver  YMCA 
will  also  be  in  the  tournament.  The 
fourth  slot  will  be  filled  by  either  the 
Crosstown  Spartans  or  the  St.  Paul 
Cru  saders.  The  public  is  invited  to  at¬ 
tend  this  tournament.  There  will  be  no 
admission  charge. 

— James  Graham,  Director 
Shreveport  Metro-Ministries 
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Scout  Troop  19of  the  Evangeline  Area  Council,  sponsored  by  First  Church, 
Lafayette,  attended  a  recent  Sunday  morning  worship  service  at  their  spon¬ 
soring  church.  Lee  Hill  is  institutional  director  and  Wayne  Prejean  is 
Scoutmaster;  the  Rev.  Jerry  Means  and  the  Rev.  Rick  Hebert  are  the  min¬ 
isters. 

t 

Members  of  the  basketball 
team  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe,  who  played  in 
the  Junior  B  League  of 
the  Monroe  Recreation 
Department.  The  team 
was  scheduled  to  play  in 
the  United  Methodist 
Tournament  in  Natchi¬ 
toches,  March  15-17. 
The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Pey¬ 
ton  is  pastor. 
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Coaches  and  well-wishers  of  St.  James  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  lend  moral  support  to  their 
basketball  team  as  it  enters  playoffs  in  the  Central 
YMCA  Church  Basketball  League.  The  team  posted  a 
9-  1  record  in  regular  season  play  (the  only  black  team 
entered  in  the  league).  The  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton 
(left)  is  minister  at  St.  James  Church;  youth  coordina¬ 
tors  are  Mrs.  Mary  Harris  (second  from  left)  and  Mrs. 
Ethel  Alford  (right);  Coach  Maurice  Monroe,  second 
from  right)  On  Feb.  25,  St.  James  Church  held  a  Youth 
Day  Observance,  with  Billy  Burton,  captain  of  the 
Booker  T.  Washington  team,  as  guest  speaker.  The 
B.T.W.  team  now  claims  the  championship  in  District 


The  four  young  men  pic¬ 
tured  here,  all  active 
members  of  First  Church 
Lake  Charles,  were  re¬ 
cently  awarded  the  rank 
of  Eagle  at  the  Annual 
Boy  Scout  Banquet. 
(Left  to  right)  Ronald 
Parsons,  Edwin  Car- 
mouche,John  Levardsen, 
and  Bill  Monk.  Dr. 
George  Pearce,  Jr.  is 
pastor;  Troy  Parsons  is 
Scoutmaster. 


The  children  of  Golden 
Meadow  United  Methodist 
Church  presented  a  spe¬ 
cial  Lenten  program  using 
the  theme,  "Pass  It  On." 
At  right  are  pictured  first 
and  second  graders  with 
banners.  LOWER  RIGHT: 
Third  and  fourth  grades 
express  some  thoughts 
on  the  program  theme. 
The  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley 
is  minister. 
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The  Evergreen  Club  (Senior  Citizens)  sponsored  by  Eliza¬ 
beth  Sullivan  Memorial  Church,  photographed  as  they  de¬ 
parted  on  March  11  for  a  trip  to  New  Orleans  to  attend  the 
Lawrence  Welk  show.  An  anonymous  donor  made  the  trip 
possible.  The  Rev.  W.  R.  Irving,  Jr.  is  pastor. 

n- 
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Shown  in  photos  at  left  and  at 
right  are  members  of  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  on  the 
Montgomery  Charge  in  Natchi¬ 
toches  District.  The  occasion 
was  a  Family  Night  for  which 
District  Superintendent  Edward 
R.  Thomas  was  present.  The 
Rev.  Lewis  E.  Milem  is  pastor. 
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Dr.  Walter  Lowrey 

Centenary  to  observe 
148th  anniversary 
with  Founders  Day 

The  148th  anniversary  of  the  found¬ 
ing  of  Centenary  College  will  be  ob¬ 
served  with  a  special  Founders  Day 
program  at  the  college  on  Thursday, 
April  5.  Dr.  Walter  M.  Lowrey,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  department  of  history  and 
government,  will  be  the  featured  speak¬ 
er  at  an  all-college  convocation  at 
Brown  Memorial  Chapel  at  10:30  a.m. 
His  talk  will  be  about  the  historical 
significance  of  Centenary  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  educational  institution  in  the  South 
since  its  founding  at  Jackson,  La.  in 
1825. 

Centenary  College  President  John 
H.  Allen  said  all  United  Methodists 
throughout  the  state  are  invited  to  the 
ceremony  to  renew  their  relations  with 
the  Shreveport  college. 

Administrative  officials,  faculty  and 
seniors  will  march  in  a  colorful  aca¬ 
demic  procession  from  Mickle  Hall  of 
Science  to  the  chapel  prior  to  the  ser¬ 
vices.  Morning  classes  will  be  dis¬ 
missed  at  10:15  to  permit  the  entire 
college  community  to  attend.  A  tradi¬ 
tional  picnic  lunch  will  be  served  in 
Crumley  Gardens  following  the  con¬ 
vocation. 

Dean  Thad  N.  Marsh  will  preside  at 
the  service;  William  Teague  will  be 
the  organist  and  Dr.  William  Ballard 
will  lead  the  Centenary  Choir  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  anthem.  Chaplain  Robert  Ed  Tay¬ 
lor  will  give  the  benediction. 

This  Founders  Day  at  Centenary 
will  be  celebrated  just  two  years  prior 
to  the  sesqui-centennial  of  the  College 
which  will  be  observed  during  1975. 
pr.  Lowrey,  the  convocation  speaker, 
is  currently  writing  a  history  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  to  be  published  during  the  150th 
anniversary  of  Centenary.  He  will  draw 
upon  this  material  for  his  Founders 
Day  speech. 
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JURISDICTIONAL  COMMITTEE 
TO  SELECT  NEW 
EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 

The  personnel  committee  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  known  as 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Staff,  will  meet 
Friday,  March  30  in  Dallas,  Tex.  to 
choose  a  new  executive  secretary.  Dr. 
Virgil  Morris,  a  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  has  served  in  this 
capacity  since  1960,  and  plans  to  re¬ 
tire  at  the  Annual  Conference  Session 
in  late  May  this  year. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Council  on 
Ministries  director  is  a  member  of  the 
committee  and  will  take  part.  The  com¬ 
mittee  will  consider  the  applications  of 
those  who  have  applied  for  the  position 
and  choose  one. 


Structure  Study  Report 


by  Cecil  Bland 

A  report  from  the  Structure  Study 
Committee  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  chair¬ 
man,  has  been  released  through  the 
Conference  office.  This  Committee  was 
appointed  by  the  last  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Session,  and  has  been  at  work 
since  last  July. 

A  questionnaire  was  sent  out  last 
fall  to  pastors  and  lay  men  and  women 
over  the  conference  in  leadership  posi¬ 
tions  asking  for  information  as  to  what 
was  needed  to  restructure  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.  This  material  is  all  in 
and  is  being  evaluated.  In  addition,  two 
open  hearings  were  held,  one  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  Jan.  27  and  one  in  Ruston 
on  Feb.  10.  Other  persons  mailed  in 
recommendations  to  the  committee. 

Subjects  which  seemed  to  be  on  most 
of  the  contributors’  minds  were:  the 
office  of  the  District  Superintendent, 
the  number  of  districts,  campus  minis¬ 
try,  nominations  to  conference  boards 
and  agencies,  the  annual  conference 
session,  and  emphasis  on  various  areas 
of  concern  in  the  conference. 

Far  and  away,  the  office  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  was  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  subject' among  those  offering  sug¬ 
gestions.  Some  of  these  suggestions 
were:  that  the  district  superintendents 
be  the  conference  secretaries  of  all  con¬ 
ference  boards  and  commissions;  that 
the  district  superintendents  primary 
function  be  that  of  “teaching,  counsel¬ 
ling  and  enabling,”  and  that  his  duties 
beyond  the  district  be  “highly  restrict¬ 
ed;”  that  he  be  selected  for  his  post  by 
the  bishop  from  a  slate  of  nominees 
chosen  by  the  “membership  of  the 
conference;  that  he  “hold  the  hand  of 
each  minister”  and  “expand  the 
church;”  be  responsible  for  specific 


program  responsibilities  and  assume 
full  time  responsibility  for  witness  to 
Christ  in  society. 

There  were  several  suggestions  re¬ 
garding  the  number  of  districts  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  There  are  10 
at  present,  and  all  the  suggestions  re¬ 
lating  to  this  subject  recommended  a 
smaller  number. 

The  Cabinet  was  recommended  to 
be  the  nomination  committee  to  the 
Conference  boards  and  agencies,  or  the 
Conference  Secretaries  (a  proposed 
duty  of  the  district  superintendents); 
or  that  the  nominations  committee  be 
made  up  of  lay  and  clerical  represen- 
atives  from  each  district;  that  district 
lay  committee  nominate  lay  members 
of  boards  and  agencies. 

A  suggestion  by  the  Rev.  Rex 
Squyres  of  Moss  Bluff  near  Lake 
Charles  was  that  “all  Conference  funds 
be  handled  by  the  Conference  Trea¬ 
surer  and  be  disbursed  by  voucher; 
that  no  board,  commission,  committee 
or  ministry  have  its  local  treasury. 

The  Rev.  Roy  B.  Nash,  Wesley 
Foundation,  New  Orleans,  proposed 
that  a  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry  be  formed  which 
could  “have  responsibility  for  the  two 
United  Methodist  related  institutions 
of  higher  learning  (Centenary  and  Dil¬ 
lard)  and  for  the  entire  campus  min¬ 
istry  program  throughout  the  confer¬ 
ence.”  One  of  the  major  reasons  for 
this  idea  is  that  Louisiana  currently  has 
the  largest  campus  ministry  program  of 
all  annual  conferences  in  Methodism. 

The  Rev.  James  Evans  of  Chalmette 
proposed  a  local  church  pastor-parish 
committee  evaluation  form.  The  in¬ 
formation  about  the  local  church  and. 
pastor  gained  from  this  form  would: 

Please  turn  to  page  2 
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District  Lay 
Training  sessions 
scheduled 

The  annual  training  sessions  for  the 
lay  members  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  have  been  scheduled  in  the  10 
Louisiana  Districts.  These  are  held  just 
prior  to  the  Annual  Conference  Ses¬ 
sion  at  Centenary  College. 

This  year.  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Session  is  set  for  May  28- 
31,  and  will  be — in  a  sense — ^an  en¬ 
tirely  “new”  session.  The  program  will 
run  for  four  days,  instead  of  five  as  in 
the  past,  ending  at  noon,  Thursday, 
May  31. 

Due  to  many  changes,  and  impor¬ 
tant  legislation  to  come  before  the 
delegates,  it  is  important  that  lay  mem¬ 
bers  (delegates)  from  the  local  church¬ 
es  of  the  conference  attend  these  short, 
one-evening  training  sessions,  along 
with  their  pastors. 

The  dates,  places  and  times  are  as 
follows: 

Tuesday,  May  1:  Monroe  District, 
First  Church,  Rayville,  7:30  p.m. 

Thursday,  May  3:  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict,  First  Church,  Franklin,  7:30 
p.m. 

Monday,  May  7:  Ruston  District, 
Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  7:30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  May  8:  Natchitoches  Dis-  ' 
trict.  First  Church,  Natchitoches,  7:30 
p.m. 

Wednesday,  May  9:  Baton  Rouge 
District,  Parlor,  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  7  p.m. 

Thursday,  May  10;  Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict,  First  Church,  Hammond,  7:30 
p.m. 

Friday,  May  1 1 :  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict,  First  Street  Church,  New  Orleans, 
7:30  p.m. 

Monday,  May  14:  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict,  R.  E.  Smith  Building,  Centenary, 
Shreveport,  7  p.m. 

Tuesday,  May  15:  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  Simpson  Church,  Lake  Charles, 

7  p.m. 

Wednesday,  May  16;  Alexandria 
District,  First  Church,  Alexandria, 
7:30  p.m. 

Items  to  be  covered  include  the 
Structure  Study  report,  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  report,  legislative  items 
to  be  voted  on,  including  finances,  and 
general  information  for  lay  members, 
their  pastors,  and  youth  members  of 
the  Annual  Conference. 

t 


Pre-Conference  Reports 
to  be  printed  in  April 


The  Council  on  Ministries  Office  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  an¬ 
nually  produces  a  booklet  “Pre-Con¬ 
ference  Reports,”  made  up  of  the  year- 
end  (conference  year)  reports  of  the 
boards,  agencies,  committees  and  com¬ 
missions  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
These  reports  cover  the  information 
and  legislation  these  groups  wish  to 
have  presented  on  the  floor  at  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  Session  to  be  held  the 
last  week  in  May  this  year.  May  28- 
31. 

These  reports  are  due  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries’ Office  on  April  1  so 
that  personnel  at  the  office  may  print 
the  booklet,  assemble  it  (some  75  or 
so  pages)  and  mail  it  out  to  every  pas¬ 
tor  and  every  lay  member  who  is  to 
attend  the  Annual  Conference  Session. 


Those  groups  in  the  Conference  who 
are  to  get  their  reports  into  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  Office  for  inclusion 
in  the  Reports  booklet  are: 

Board  of  Education,  Board  of  Chris- 

P lease  turn  to  page  5 

Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire,  Baton  Rouge 
District  superintendent  (center) 
officiated  at  groundbreaking 
ceremonies  for  the  new  Asbury 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  on  Sun¬ 
day,  March  18.  Assisting  were 
Joe  Jackson,  building  committee 
chairman,  the  Rev.  Ameal  Ennis 
pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  and  St.  Paul 
Churches  in  Clinton,  and  several 
laymen.  The  new  site  is  debt- 
free;  construction  begins  im¬ 
mediately. 


Participants  in  Lafay¬ 
ette  District  Lay  Re¬ 
treat  program  held  at 
Sager-Brown  School  in 
Baldwin  on  March  17. 
(From  left)  Cecil  Bland, 
Conference  Office;  the 
Rev.  Bob  Lawton,  Jack 
Tharp,  Woody  Atkinson, 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Means, 
Dick  Walther,  the  Rev. 
T.  E.  McElroy,  and  the 
Rev.  Ken  McDowell, 
Lafayette  District  super¬ 
intendent. 


District  Lay  Leader 
Tommy  Green  addresses 
retreat  group.  Eighty 
persons  attended.  Cecil 
Bland  served  as  moder¬ 
ator  for  a  panel  of  three 
pastors  and  three  lay¬ 
men  as  they  discussed, 
“The  laity  and  the  cler¬ 
gy:  what  each  expects." 


Youth  group  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church, 
Lafayette,  who  enter¬ 
tained  District  Lay  Re¬ 
treaters  during  meal  pro¬ 
vided  by  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Moss,  superintendent  of 
Sager-Brown  School. 

t  -.i 


from  page  one 

1 .  define  the  needs  of  the  local  church; 

2.  enable  the  cabinet  to  find  the  pas¬ 
tor  with  the  right  leadership  capabil¬ 
ities  to  fit  that  church’s  needs;  and  3. 
the  evaluation  process  “will  enable  a 
strong  affirmation  to  the  professional¬ 
ism  of  the  ministry  which  is  needed 
within  the  clergy  and  the  local  church¬ 
es.” 

The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton  of  Sulphur 
stressed  the  need  for  a  real  in-depth 
study  of  the  purpose  of  the  church; 
members  understanding  of  that  pur¬ 
pose,  and  changes  in  behavior  and  atti¬ 
tude  of  persons  brought  about  by  new 


STRUCTURE  STUDY 

structure.  He  showed  that  certain  of 
the  denomination’s  view  of  the  purpose 
of  the  church  can  be  clearly  defined; 
he  urged  all  concerned  that  wherever 
changes  are  made  they  reflect  the  true 
purpose  of  the  church. 

All  of  these  recommendations  and 
more  to  come  are  being  considered  at 
regularly  scheduled  meetings.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  these  meetings  by  the  commit¬ 
tee  will  be  to  prepare  a  report  with 
recommendations  for  action  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Annual  Conference  Ses¬ 
sion  to  be  held  at  Centenary  College 
May  28-31. 


Dr.  H  earn  consultant  on  National  Board 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Director, 
Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  appointed  as  special  con¬ 
sultant  to  the  Section  on  Coordination 
of  the  new  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
1  he  event  took  place  during  the  initial 
meeting  of  the  new  organization, 
created  by  the  General  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  1972. 

Meeting  March  14-15-16  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Ga.,  the  General  Council  of  120 
members,  representing  the  chief 
governing  body  of  the  10-million  plus 
member  denomination,  spent  the  three 
days  in  solidifying  their  organizatioii. 
Three  main  sections  of  the  Council 
were  named:  1.  Planning  and  Re¬ 
search,  2.  Coordination,  and  3.  Eval¬ 


uation  and  Review. 

Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  Section  on  Planning  and  Research. 
Dr.  Cooke  was  elected  last  year  as  a 
member  of  the  Council  to  represent 
the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Hearn  is  president  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Fellowship  of  conference  directors 
of  Councils  on  Ministries.  It  was  on 
the  basis  of  this  position  that  he  was 
chosen  as  a  special  consultant  to  the 
Coordination  Section. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Taylor,  representative 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  Louisiana 
Legislature,  and  an  active  Methodist 
lay  person,  was  present  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Administration  of 
the  body. 


Baton  Rouge  District  Lab  School 
April  27-29 


What  is  a  “laboratory  school?”  A 
“laboratory  enterprise?” 

It’s  a  training  situation  in  which  the 
students  learn  by  doing;  they  are  ob¬ 
servers  and  participants  in  an  actual 
classroom  situation  with  students  of 
the  age  they  themselves  teach  and  will 
teach.  This  is  the  nature  of  the  expe¬ 
rience  approximately  100  “leaders-in- 
training”  will  get  at  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  Lab  School  set  for  April  2% 
28-29  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  G.  Ramke  is  di¬ 
rector  of  the  enterprise,  a  major  leader¬ 
ship  training  experience  for  the  Baton 
Rouge  District.  In  United  Methodist 
educational  parlance,  this  will  be  a 
Type  D  Lab,  accredited  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Board  of  Education  of  the 
church.  The.  curriculum  materials  to 
be  used  are,  the  regular  church  school 
publications  of  our  church. 

Laboratory  leaders  and  the  subject 
matter  they  will  present  are: 

Mrs.  Hardy  Tippett,  Houston,  Tex.: 
Nursery,  “God  Loves  Me”  (Sprins 
1973) 

Mrs.  Joy  Carr,  Pascagoula,  Miss.: 
Kindergarten  “All  About  Me”  (Spring 
1973) 

Mrs.  Henry  Zimmerman,  Dallas, 
Tex.;  Elementary  l-II,  “Who  Is  Jesus?” 
(Spring  1973) 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Montgomery,  Shreveport: 
Elementary  III-IV,  “Making  Right 
Choices”  (Spring  73) 

Mrs.  Seth  Cranberry,  Jackson, 
Miss.;  Elementary  V-Vl,  “The  Bible, 
Written  for  You”  (Spring  73) 

The  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  Pearl  River, 
La.:  Junior  High,  “Hi-Times,  Youth 
Problems” 

The  Rev.  Brady  Whitehead,  Jack- 


The  Rev.  Ronald  G.  Ramke 


son,  Tenn.:  Senior  High,  “Simulation 
Games  —  Commonlife” 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Pugh,  Memphis, 
Tenn.:  Adult,  “To  Feel,  To  Touch,  To 
Know,”  Faith  and  Life 

The  program  of  the  District  Labora¬ 
tory  School  at  Baton  Rouge  starts  at 
6:30  p.m.  Friday  night  with  an  orien¬ 
tation  session.  Saturday,  April  28,  the 
program  will  run  from  9  a.m.  to  9 
p.m.  and  on  Sunday,  April  29,  the 
session  will  run  from  9  a.m.  to  10:30 
a.m.  to  close  with  an  evaluation  session 
lasting  until  12  Noon.  Total  hours  for 
the  course  are  16. 

Those  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
wishing  to  obtain  more  information 
may  contact  Mr.  Ramke,  the  director, 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bat¬ 
on  Rouge,  telephone  342-4777. 

Registration  fee  is  $5,  dinner  is  $1 
and  supper  is  $1.  Registrations  may 
be  sent  direct  to  Mrs.  Ann  W.  Merrill, 
registrar,  Route  4,  Box  266C,  Devall 
Road,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70805. 
t 


Leaders  for  Lake  Char¬ 
les  District  Retreat  on 
March  17th.  (From  left) 
The  Rev.  Stone  Cara¬ 
way,  song  leader;  the 
Rev.  George  Ross  of 
Baton  Rouge,  resource 
person;  John  Bergstedt, 
district  lay  leader;  the 
Rev.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son,  district  superinten¬ 
dent;  the  Rev.  Homer 
Bailes,  who  brought 
special  music,  and  Eloi 
Primeoux,  general  chair¬ 
man  for  event. 


Group  at  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp  Retreat  in 
serious  discussion  fol¬ 
lowing  presentation  by 
the  Rev.  George  Ross  on 
the  retreat  theme:  “The 
Christian  Family.” 
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The  Councils  and  the 
Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund 


(We  present  for  the  consideration 
of  interested  readers  the  follow¬ 
ing  thoughts  on  a  subject  which 
gives  rise  to  divergent  views 
among  Christians  generally  - 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
They  were  submitted  by  Dr. 
Mouzon  Mann,  chairman  of  the 
Mt.  Sequoyah  Annual  Ecumenical 
Missions  Conference.  Dr.  Mann 
is  Superintendent  of  the  Hope 
District  in  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference.) 

TT  here  is  a  special  Presence  in 
the  gathering  of  God’s  People. 
The  purpose  of  Anti-God  forces 
is  to  prevent  that  gathering.  Thus, 
much  of  the  storm  that  rages 
about  the  Councils  of  Churches 
is  explained. 

The  secular  media  report  the 
unusual,  sensational  and  accusa¬ 
tive  with  references  that  stir  sus¬ 
picion  and  distrust.  When  Chris¬ 
tians  rely  on  the  secular  source 
for  word  about  the  Councils,  it  is 
understandable  if  some  Christians 
are  suspicious  and  distrusting. 

So,  another  word. 

An  awful  war  occurred  in 
Bangladesh,  much  killing.  Rag¬ 
ing  soldiers  raped  native  women 
who  became  pregnant  in  some 
cases.  The  women  were  cast  out 
by  their  own  people.  But  Jesus 
Christ  cared  for  them  through 
the  coming  together  of  people 
who  love  Him.  Through  a  Coun¬ 
cil,  a  home  for  these  women  was 
set  up.  Methodists  couldn’t  have 
done  this  alone. 

The  Councils  provided  a  way 
to  serve  God  not  otherwise  pos¬ 
sible  to  the  denominations. 

CARE  is  a  fine  organization. 
One  dollar  to  CARE  puts  25 
pounds  of  food  overseas.  One 
dollar  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Overseas  Relief 
puts  300  pounds  of  food  over¬ 
seas.  Through  the  Councils 
(Church  World  Service),  the 
gathering  of  Christians  from  sev¬ 
eral  Churches,  a  distribution  sys¬ 
tem  exists  that  cuts  costs. 

People  have  fled  oppression  of 
nations  of  the  right  and  left.  The 
people  of  God  have  been  there 
through  Councils  to  set  up  refugee 
camps  to  do  what  Jesus  com¬ 


mands.  Methodists  alone  couldn’t 
have  afforded  it. 

Councils  don’t  have  much 
money,  so  their  efforts  are  rela-^ 
tively  meager.  Nevertheless,  they 
have  done  such  as  set  up  a  coun¬ 
seling  service  for  returned  Viet¬ 
nam  War  veterans  and  conscien¬ 
tious  objectors  to  the  draft  and 
the  war. 

A  world  gathering  occurred  in 
the  Orient  recently  on  the  mean 
ing  of  salvation.  Most  families  of 
Christians  took  part.  A  fragment 
could  have  hardly  treated  a  sub¬ 
ject  raised  by  the  Savior  who 
prayed  that  “they  might  be  one.” 

Who  is  the  defender  of  the 
powerless  and  oppressed?  The 
Lord.  Therefore,  His  People  de¬ 
fend  them.  The  Portuguese  killed 
25  per  cent  of  the  Methodists  in 
Angola  with  guns  the  U.  S.  sup¬ 
plied.  Through  the  Councils, 
medical  relief  has  been  sent  to 
such  sufferers. 

Because  Jesus  is  the  Lord  of 
life  (a  New  Testament  confes¬ 
sion),  the  Council  of  Churches  is 
concerned  with  the  whole  of  life. 

Through  the  Council,  minis¬ 
tries  on  lakes  and  in  resort  areas 
of  the  U.S.  have  been  inspired. 
Only  through  the  gathering  of 
God’s  People,  as  opposed  to  their 
dispersion  (the  denominations),  is 
such  possible. 

There’s  a  regular  Sunday  Protes¬ 
tant  Radio  Hour,  and,  periodi¬ 
cally,  television  programs  because 
of  the  Council’s  endorsement  and 
/or  work. 

Although  the  first  notable 
World  Peace  Chairman  of  the 
National  Council  (then.  Federal 
Council)  was  John  Foster  Dulles, 
later  the  builder  of  U.  S.  contain¬ 
ment  of  communism  policies. 


enemies  of  the  Council  associate 
her  with  pro-communism.  Why? 
About  25  years  agOj  a  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Council,  as  well  as  one 
from  the  W.S.C.S.  (now  United 
Methodist  Women),  questioned 
our  Chinese  policy.  The  storm 
from  that  rages  still. 

If  the  questions  had  been  met 
with  the  same  thoughtfulness  in 
which  they  were  raised,  we  might 
have  avoided  two  costly  Orien¬ 
tal  wars.  Mr.  Nixon  has  done 
what  the  Church  pointed  to  25 
years  ago. 

History  may  record  that  the 
true  patriots  are  those  who  love 
arrd  believe  in  their  country 
enough  to  raise  unpopular  ques¬ 
tions. 

In  this  article,  we  have  dealt 
with  the  World,  National  and 
(State)  Councils  of  Churches^. 

Facts  don’t  support  the  oft- 
repeated  contention  that  we  fin¬ 
ance  the  State  Council. 

However,  no  denomination  has 
a  better  history  of  cooperation 
than  United  Methodists.  Such 
cooperation  is  true  to  our  identi¬ 
ty,  our  belief  that  the  Church  is 
the  Body  of  Christ,  and,  as  Jesus 
sees  her,  is  one. 

We  need  the  Councils  to  bring 
us  together  (though  they  aren’t 
a  union  movement,  per  se);  to 
speak  to  the  Churches  and  the 
World,  and  to  provide  a  better 
way,  in  some  cases,  for  us  to 
serve  Jesus  Christ. 

If  the  above  points  to  the  truth, 
United  Methodists  will  under¬ 
stand  more  fully  and  do  better, 
in  giving  self,  prayers,  witness 
and  money;  in  being  more  faith¬ 
ful  to  Jesus  Christ  themselves, 
that  the  Councils  may  be  more 
faithful.  This  is  our  prayer. 


My  Enemy 


By  Wilson  O.  Weldon 


During  World  War  I,  A.  E. 
Whitham,  an  English  clergyman 
made  a  vow  that  if  he  were 
spared  he  would  seek  for  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  every  enemy.  “Then 
I  looked  around  to  find  my 
enemy.  I  had  none  among  the 
nations  ...  I  had  not  even  a 
family  relation  I  could  call  my 
enemy.  But  I  had  one,  the  Rom¬ 
an  Catholic  Church,  which  for  me 
included  High  Church  and  East¬ 
ern  Church.  I  had  no  fellowship 
with  it.  I  had  sought  none.  Here 
then  was  by  business.” 

When  we  honestly  face  up  to 
the  deficiency  that  is  within  us 
we  can  usually  find  our  real 
enemy.  In  Whitham ’s  case  surely 
it  was  not  the  Roman  Church.  It 
was  the  wrong  attitude  and  fail¬ 
ing  in  himself. 


Dare  I  be  honest  to  face  my 
own  real  enemy  or  enemies?  In¬ 
stead  of  focusing  upon  some 
imaginary,  faraway,  possibly  un¬ 
real  opponent,  why  not  search 
in  honesty  close  at  hand? 

Could  it  be  love  of  self,  and 
seeking  after  praise? 

Could  it  be  love  of  ease,  which 
may  well  be  a  synonym  for  lazi¬ 
ness? 

Could  it  be  the  joy  of  criticiz¬ 
ing  another  or  others,  thereby 
covering  up  a  longing  for  atten¬ 
tion  to  be  showered  upon  our 
own  self?  Someone  has  rightly 
said,  “To  speak  ill  of  others  is  a 
dishonest  way  of  praising  our¬ 
selves.” 

When  the  plea  of  the  Psalmist, 
“Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O 
God,  and  renew  a  right  spirit 
within  me,”  stirs  within  us,  we 
arc  well  on  the  road  to  discover¬ 
ing  our  real  enemy. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION  ' 


by  doris  woolard 


“Under  a  lot  of  pressure,  the  Vietnamese  let  us 
(Prisoners  of  War)  have  a  Bible  one  hour  a  week,” 
Air  Force  Capt.  James  E.  Ray  told  an  interviewer. 
The  POWs  decided  to  try  to  copy  and  memorize  the 
entire  Sermon  on  the  Mount  as  a  special  project. 
“The  project  did  fine  for  about  three  weeks,”  he  re¬ 
lated.  After  five  weeks  and  much  harrassment  by 
their  captors  the  POWs  did  not  see  the  Bible  again, 
but  that  had  been  enough  time  for  them  to  memor¬ 
ize  collectively,  the  entire  Sermon  on  the  Mount  and 
several  other  passages.  As  a  result,  Capt.  Ray  said, 
“We  had  our  own  ‘living  Bible’  walking  around  the 
room.”  (Few  of  the  POWs  were  even  aware  of  the 
best-seller  volume  by  that  name). 


The  California  State  Bd.  of  Education  has  ap> 
proved  editorial  revision  of  new  science  text¬ 
books  that  would  label  evolution  as  a  *^heory,” 
not  proven  ‘^act.”  While  no  mention  of  the 
religious  expltuiation  of  Creation  was  made  in 
the  board’s  decision,  the  board  voted  to  include 
an  introductory  statement  in  science  texts 
stressing  the  “limits”  (d  the  scienttfic  theory  of 
evolution. 


Greek  Orthodox  Lent  began  this  year  on  March  12 
and  Orthodox  Easter  will  be  observed  on  April  29, 
a  week  after  the  date  marked  by  Protestants  and 
Roman  Catholics.  Archbishop  lakovos  said  in  an 
encyclical  that  was  to  be  read  in  churches  of  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  North  and  South 
America  on  March  18:  “The  Great  Lent  is  an  invi¬ 
tation  and  at  the  same  time  a  challenge  for  spiritual 
and  moral  purification,  recomposition  and  rebirth. 
In  other  words,  it  is  an  invitation  and  challenge  for 
our  return  to  and  our  truer  and  fuller  knowledge  of 
Christ,  from  Whom  alone  can  come  the  rebirth,  re¬ 
demption  and  salvation  of  man.  .  .” 

Actress/ author  Dale  Evans  Rogers,  who  has 
appeared  on  many  television  talk  shows  soon 
will  have  one  of  her  own  produced  by  the 
Soutliem  Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission.  Miss  Evans  will  be  hostess  for  what 
she  described  as  “an  imaginative  program  to 
capture  the  attention  of  believers  and  non-be¬ 
lievers.”  Although  the  show  will  have  a  Chris¬ 
tian  perspective,  it  will  not  be  restricted  to 
“safe”  subjects. 


The  number  of  Bibles,  New  Testaments  and  portions 
of  the  Scripture  distributed  in  Indonesia  rose  sharp¬ 
ly  in  1972.  Complete  Bibles  distributed  jumped 
from  61,481  in  1971  to  71,806  last  year.  New 
Testaments  from  172,707  to  235,351., The  Indones¬ 
ia  Bible  Society  said  it  hoped  the  increased  distribu¬ 
tion  “is  an  indication  that  the  preaching  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  non-Christians  is  going  more  and  more  scrip¬ 
tural  than  denominational.” 


Jordan’s  King  Hussein  has  been  offered  the 
guardianship  of  Islamic  holy  places  in  the  Old 
City  of  Jerusalem  but  his  demand  for  sovereign¬ 
ty  over  part  of  the  city  has  been  rejected, 
Israeli  Premier  Golda  Meir  said.  Mrs.  Meir  de¬ 
clared  that  Jerusalem,  which  was  unified  after 
the  Six  Days  of  War  of  1967,  will  not  be  re¬ 
partitioned  and  will  remain  under  Israeli  con¬ 
trol.  The  principal  Muslim  shrines  over  which 
the  Jordanian  king  could  have  guardianship 
are:  the  Mosque  of  Omar,  known  as  the  Dome 
of  the  Rock,  and  A1  Aksa  Mosque,  Islam’s 
third  holiest  shrine.  Both  mosques  are  located 
on  Temple  Mount,  behind  the  Wailing  Wall, 
which  is  a  remnant  of  the  Second  Jewish  Tem¬ 
ple,  destroyed  in  A.D.  70  by  the  Romans  and 
sacred  to  the  Jewish  people. 


Call  to  the  North,  the  massive  all-Church  evangelis¬ 
tic  campaign  throughout  the'  north  of  England, 
launched  last  Easter  and  due  to  reach  a  climax  this 
Easter,  will  continue  as  an  ecumenical  movement 
after  that  date,  according  to  a  decision  of  Church 
leaders.  The  decision  was  taken  by  60  northern 
Anglican  and  Roman  Catholic  diocesan  bishops, 
Methodist  chairmen  and  leaders  of  the  Baptist  and 
United  Reformed  Churches,  the  Salvation  Army 
and  the  Society  of  Friends  at  a  two-day  meeting  in 
the  Yorkshire  town  of  Kettlewell. 

Italy’s  Communist  Party,  largest  in  western 
Eur^e,  has  announced  a  nationwide  drive  to 
enlist  practicing  Roman  Catholics  for  its  rank 
and  fue.  By  a  Vatican  decree  authorized  in 
June  1949  by  Pope  Pius  XII,  Roman  Catholics 
are  forbidden  to  join  the  pa^y,  and  Catholics 
who  “knowingly  and  willingly”  prerfess  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  Communisimi,  or  defend  its  principles, 
or  spread  its  “errors,”  are  automatically  ex¬ 
communicated. 

“When  a  church  can  lure  1,058  sinners  away  from 
ol’  Satan  that’s  front  page  news,”  says  a  Religious 
News  Service  item.  “Such  an  achievement  was  cred¬ 
ited  to  St.  Gregory’s  Catholic  Parish  in  Phoenix.  At 
first  glance  one  might  presume  that  Archbishop  Ful¬ 
ton  J.  Sheen,  Billy  Graham,  Oral  Roberts  and  Dr. 
Oswald  Hoffman  of  The  Lutheran  Hour  had  teamed 
up  in  a  one-day  preaching  effort,”  said  the  report. 
It  continued,  “Sorry  ...  the  big  drawing  card  was  a 
spaghetti  dinner.  The  parish  bulletin  in  reporting  a 
successful  fund-raising  event,  came  up  with  a  gor¬ 
geous  typographical  error:  ‘  ...  1,058  sinners  were 
served.’”  (The  word  should  be  “dinners”). 

In  divorcing  ethics  from  religion,  U.  S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  justices  and  college  professors 
have  produced  a  climate  of  opinion  that  has 
resulted  in  crime,  war  and  social  injustice, 
charges  Dr.  Louis  Finkelstein,  prominent  Con¬ 
servative  Jewish  scholar.  In  mmlern  education, 
Dr.  Finkelstein,  held,  “our  children  are  being 
indoctrinated  to  seek  (ethics)  only  in  science, 
particularly  experimental  science.”  As  a  result, 
he  said,  young  people  cannot  answer  such  ques¬ 
tions  as  “What  is  justice,  what  is  crime,  when 
arc  penalties  justified?”  They  are  also  unable 
“<o  pray  for  peace,  as  well  as  to  strive  for  it,” 
and  find  it  difficult  “to  discern  the  ri^t  in 
our  national  as  well  as  in  our  individual  lives,” 
he  said. 


The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  has 
filed  a  brief  with  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  asking  it 
to  declare  unconstitutional  tax  credit  for  tuition 
paid  by  parents  of  children  attending  non-public 
schools. 

Dr.  Kent  Sigvart  Knutson,  the  one-time  chemi¬ 
cal  engineer  who  in  1970  became  the  second 
president  of  the  American  Lutheran  Church 
and  a  noted  ecumenical  leader,  died  at  the  age 
of  48.  He  had  been  hospitalized  for  more  than 
four  months  with  a  rare  nervous  system  disor¬ 
der  that  had  puzzled  his  physicians  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minn.  Eventiudly,  the  ail¬ 
ment  was  diagnosed  as  Jakob  Creutzfeldt  dis¬ 
ease,  a  rare  non-contagious  disorder  that  is  in¬ 
curable. 

Telephone  “crisis”  ministries  in  the  UiS.,  with  the 
opening  of  a  St.  Paul-Minneapolis  center  March  15, 
are  now  active  in  50  metropolitan  areas,  offering 
around-the-clock  assistance  to  people  in  need.  Ex¬ 
pansion  to  50  additional  cities  is  expected  within 
the  next  few  years,  according  to  the  Rev.  Robert  E. 
Larson,  Jr.,  director  of  CONTACT  Teleministries 
U.S.A.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Letters  and  telegrams  of  protest  have  been  sent 
to  President  Tito  of  Yugoslavia  by  members  of 
the  Belgrade  Baptist  church  whose  chapel  was 
demolished  to  make  way  for  urban  renewal. 
The  church  was  informed  of  the  demolition 
plan  two  years  ago  and  the  church  and  Baptist 
Union  officials  agreed  to  release  their  property, 
but  also  insisted  on  a  replacement  for  their 
church  building.  Recently ,  a  demolition  unit 
and  trucks  were  sent  to  the  property  and  win¬ 
dows  and  doors  were  tom  out.  Church  fumishr 
ings  were  hauled  away.  No  building  pemiits  of 
any  kind  for  churches  have  been  granted  in 
Belgrade  since  World  War  II. 

Clergymen  could  be  treated  by  the  churches  they 
serve  as  employed  persons  for  Social  Security  pur¬ 
poses  under  a  bill  which  has  been  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Under  the  Social  Secur¬ 
ity  Act,  which  this  measure  would  amend,  clergy¬ 
men  are  classified  as  self-employed  persons  and  con¬ 
sequently  pay  both  their  share  and  the  employer’s 
share  of  the  Social  Security  tax. 
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CLARK  AIR  BASE,  Philippines  -  A  17-member  chorus  of  just-released  prison¬ 
ers  of  war  performs  at  the  Clark  Air  Base  television  studio,  just  two  days  after 
their  arrival  in  the  Philippines  from  Hanoi.  They  are  led  by  Navy  Cmdr.  Kay 
Russell  (left)  of  Corsicana,  Texas.  The  men,  who  had  sung  together  during 
their  imprisonment  in  North  Vietnam,  were  part  of  the  second  group  of  POWs  to 
be  released  by  Hanoi.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Dr.  Hearn  to 
speak  for  four 
district  conferences 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Director, 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  will 
be  a  principal  speaker  at  four  of  the 
scheduled  District  Conferences  to  take 
piuce  in  Louisiana  in  March  and  April. 

On  Saturday,  March  24,  Dr.  Hearn 
will  present  a  report  on  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Structure  Study  Committee  at  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  Conference.  The 
next  day,  Sunday,  March  25,  he  will 
speak  on  Annual  Conference  Con¬ 
cerns  and  Agencies  at  the  Shreveport 
District  Conference  in  Shreveport. 

On  April  1,  he  will  present  a  report 
of  the  Structure  Study  Committee  at 
the  Lake  Charles  District  Conference. 
And  on  April  8,  the  following  Sunday, 
he  will  make  a  presentation  at  the 
Natchitoches  District  Conference. 

Dr.  Hearn  is  chairman  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Structure  Study  Committee 
which  is  involved  in  the  process  of 
garnering  information  from  the  over 
600  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Louisiana  as  to  how  they  would  like 
to  see  the  state  organizational  structure 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  set  up, 
and^  operated.  Results  of  this  research 
project  will  be  presented  to  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  Session  May  28-31 
at  Centenary  College  for  legislative  ap¬ 
proval  or  disapproval. 
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from  page  one 

PRE-CONFERENCE 

tian  Social  Concerns,  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  Board  of  Missions,  Board  of 
Evangelism,  Board  of  the  Laity,  Board 
of  Health  and  Welfare,  Board  of  the 
Ministry,  Commission  on  Worship, 
Commission  on  Minimum  Salaries  and 
Sustentation,  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race,  and  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History,  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  Commission  on  Ecu¬ 
menical  Affairs,  Council  on  Ministries, 
Council  on  World  Service  and  Admin¬ 
istration,  Church  Survey  and  Com¬ 
munity  Development,  Structure  Study 
Committee,  Legal  Committee,  and 
Joint  Commission  on  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  (Newspaper). 

Institutions  of  the  Conference  such 
as  Centenary  College,  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home,  etc.,  and  special  com¬ 
mittees  and  groups. 

Inclusion  in  the  Pre-Conference  Rc- 


The  cover  for  the  1973  Pre-Con¬ 
ference  Reports  has  been  printed 
(as  shown  above).  The  reports 
are  due  April  1  at  the  Conference 
office  from  all  groups  within  the 
conference. 

March  29, 1973 


The  One  Way  Singers”  of  Jonesville  in  “warm-up”  session  before 
their  appearance  at  Alexandria  District  Conference  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  March  n,  as  photographed  by  Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  Alexandria 
District  superintendent.  Mrs.  Lil  Thomae,  director,  and  the  Rev. 
Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  pastor  are  shown  with  group. 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE  RECOGNIZES 
LAY  PASTORS 

In  a  brief  business  session  during 
the  March  11th  Alexandria  District 
Conference  held  at  First  Church  in 
Alexandria,  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Wade, 
chairman  of  the  District  Board  of 
Ministries,  presented  four  Lay  Pastors 
recommended  for  approval  by  the 
Conference  Board.  The  four,  all  of 
whom  serve  on  a  part-time  basis,  are: 
John  E.  Allen,  Alex  Johnson,  Obbie 
Southall,  and  Ivan  Butterfield. 


ports  are  based  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis.  The  first  reports  received 
go  in  the  book  first.  It  is  important 
that  all  groups  concerned  get  their  re¬ 
ports  in  by  the  deadline,  April  1,  or 
there  is  a  possibility  of  the  mail-out 
of  the  booklet  being  delayed. 

In  addition  to  the  reports,  the  Pre- 
Conference  Reports  booklet  will  also 
include  information  as  to  how  to  regis¬ 
ter  for  rooms  at  Centenary  College, 
and  the  price  of  them;  other  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  College  campus,  includ¬ 
ing  a  map;  the  program  of  the  Annual 
Conference  Session;  and  a  calendar  for 
the  Conference  from  June  1973 
through  December  1974. 

As  per  Conference  rules,  the  Pre- 
Conference  Reports  booklet  for  each 
pastor  and  each  lay  member  will  be 
mailed  in  one  envelope  to  each 
LOCAL  CHURCH  PASTOR.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  for  the  pastors  to  remember 
that  the  second  copy  is  for  the  lay 
member,  otherwise  he  or  she  (the  lay 
member)  will  not  have  a  copy. 

One-night  District  training  sessions 
will  be  held  the  first  part  of  May  this 
year  for  the  purpose  of  informing  lay 
members  and  local  pastors  as  to  up¬ 
coming  legislation  at  the  1973  Annual 
Conference  Session. 
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News  in  Brief 

Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward,  Jr.,  of  the 
New  York  Area  will  be  the  principal 
speaker  at  the  annual  Easter  Sunrise 
Service  in  Radio  City  Music  Hall  in 
New  York.  The  message  will  be  car¬ 
ried  nationwide  by  affiliated  NBC  ra¬ 
dio  network  stations  from  6  to  6:30 
a.m.  (CST)  April  22.  All  of  the  service 
will  be  carried  by  WNBC  in  New 
York. 


The  Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith,  who  is 
presently  serving  the  Melville-Palmet- 
to  Charge,  was  recommended  by  the 
district  committee  and  the  district 
conference  to  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ministry  for  recognition  of  orders  and 
admission  into  the  Annual  Conference. 
Smith  has  served  27  years  in  the  Free 
Methodist  Church  as  an  ordained  Eld¬ 
er  and  six  years  of  his  service  was  as 
a  district  superintendent. 

The  Rev.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  Alexan¬ 
dria  District  superintendent,  presided 
over  the  conference,  and  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  J.  Hall  acted  as  secretary, 
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Youth  training 
event  at  Slidell 
Saturday,  March  31 

The  Rev.  Don  C.  Cottrill  of  the 
staff  of  the  Council  on  Ministries  of¬ 
fice,  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  will  lead  a 
youth  training  program  on  “The 
Church  in  the  New  Frontier,”  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell, 
Saturday,  March  31. 

The  four-hour  training  program  will 
focus  in  on  the  wide  spectrum  of 
church  occupations  available  for  youth 
as  future  careers;  there  will  also  be  a 
session  on  the  church  in  the  future, 
possibilities  and  changes. 

Directed  by  both,  youth  and  adults, 
Mr.  Cottrill  will  lead  the  team  in 
demonstration  of  creative  innovations 
in  ministry:  music,  dance,  drama,  film, 
slides,  and  audio  materials. 

According  to  Cottrill,  the  program 
“was  designed  for  youth  enjoyment  and 
education  in  a  relaxed,  though  busy, 
experience.  Youth  and  adults  can  take 
a  look  at  themselves,  others  and  the 
church  through  many  directions.” 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Teams 
and  the  Conference  Commission  on 
Enlistment  for  Church  Occupations.  It 
is  available  for  United  Methodist 
Churches  throughout  Louisiana 
through  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  Office  in  Shreveport. 

The  leadership  team  includes  Cot¬ 
trill,  the  Rev.  David  Peabody  and  Mrs. 
Janet  Peabody  from  Shreveport  (ad¬ 
ults);  youth  members  include  Ann  Col¬ 
lins,  from  Monroe;  Joy  Oxford  of  West 
Monroe;  Debbie  Gray,  from  Natchi¬ 
toches;  Paul  Hermann  from  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  James  Stewart  from  Shreve¬ 
port. 


March  15,  1973 

The  Louisiana  Methodist 
P.  O.  Box  3547 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

Dear  Editor: 

Many  Christians  were  dismayed  to 
learn  that  atheist  Madalyn  Murray 
O’Hair,  whose  lawsuit  got  mandatory 
prayer  banned  from  public  schools  in 
1963,  is  filing  another  suit  to  prohibit 
religious  services  in  the  White  .House. 
The  White  House  is  the  President’s 
home.  She  is  attempting  to  control 
what  should  be  his  personal  privilege 
of  freedom  of  worship. 

The  United  States  Constitution 
guarantees  religious  freedom.  The  Uni¬ 
ted  States  has  no  laws  requiring  any 
person  to  belong  to  any  church,  or 
even  to  help  support  a  church.  Yet 
about  two-thirds  of  the  people  belong 
to  some  organized  religious  group. 
About  95  of  every  100  religious  be¬ 
lievers  are  Christians.  Since  this  is  a 
majority  of  the  people,  how  can  this 
one  woman  have  the  right  to  prohibit 
religious  services  anywhere? 

Out  national  pledge  of  allegiance 
contains  in  part  “  .  .  .  one  nation,  un¬ 
der  God,  indivisible,  with  liberty  and 
justice  for  all.”  Our  coins  have  the  in¬ 
scription,  “In  God  We  Trust”.  Will 
she  want  these  changed,  too? 

We,  the  members  of  the  Patterson 
and  Foundation  Sunday  School  Classes 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Houma  are  unwilling  to  have  this 
atheist  woman  further  destroy  the 
spiritual  strength  of  our  great  country. 

Sincerely, 

The  Patterson  &  Foun¬ 
dation 

Sunday  School  Classes, 

First  United  Methodist 
Church, 

Houma,  La.  70360 

(Accompanying  the  above  communica¬ 
tion  were  58  signatures  which  space 
does  not  permit  us  to  print.) 
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HAMMOND  KEY  73  COMMITTEE 
PLANS  SPECIAL  EVENTS 

The  Key  73  General  Committee  of 
Hammond  has  announced  plans  for 
showing  of  the  movie,  “Faith  in  Ac¬ 
tion”  at  the  Reimers  Memorial  Audi¬ 
torium  on  Sunday,  April  8,  and  for 
the  distribution  of  2,000  copies  of 
“Good  News  for  Modern  Man,”  at  the 
Agridustrial  Futurama,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Amite  Key  73  Committee. 

Participating  in  the  cooperative  pro¬ 
gram  in  Hammond  are  First  Christian, 
First  United  Methodist  and  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Churches,  the  Presbyterian 
Student  Center  and  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  at  SLU.  Mrs.  R.  P.  Durham  is 
chairman  of  the  General  Committee; 
Doug  Anderson  serves  as  chairman  of 
the  youth  outreach  section.  A  group  of 
high  school  students  is  meeting  daily 
at  noontime  for  a  prayer  period. 

The  Rev.  Brady  Forman,  campus 
minister  for  the  Wesley  Foundation 
announced  plans  for  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  open-air  campus  celebration 
service  at  noon  on  Wednesday  April 
18,  of  Holy  Week. 
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WESLEY  CHURCH,  Ruslon  District, 
will  hold  revival  services  the  week  of 
April  1-4.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Quaid  of 
Wynnewood,  Okla.,  will  be  guest 
evangelist.  He  is  the  father  of  the  Rev. 
Cleburne  Quaid,  pastor  of  the  Wesley 
and  Homer  Churches. 

HAMMOND  DISTRICT  Conference 
will  be  held  on  Sunday,  Apr.  1,  in 
First  Church,  Ponchatoula.  The  Rev. 
William  P.  Fraser,  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  will  preside.  At  the  evening  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield 
will  preach.  The  Youth  Bell  Choir 
from  First  Church,  Slidell,  will  present 
selections,  directed  by  Mrs.  Madeline 
Woodland.  The  Rev.  Tom  Lancaster 
will  be  host  pastor. 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BENNETT,  former 
president  of  Union  Seminary,  N.  Y., 
and  co-editor  of  “Christianity  and 
Crisis”  spoke  in  Horseshoe  Drive 
United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
on  Monday,  Mar.  26  at  7:30  p.m. 

YOUTH  OF  BETHEL  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Pride,  La.,  presented  a 
special  program  on  Sunday,  Mar.  1 1 , 
on  “The  Meaning  of  Lent.”  A  respon¬ 
sive  litany  was  read  by  Janell  Devall 
and  Steve  Yarborough;  scripture  was 
read  by  Jennifer  Keel;  and  essays  were 
by  Alice  Wilcox,  Chuck  Morris,  Amy 
Harper  and  Karen  Yarborough.  The 
Rev.  S.  Burl  Dampier  is  their  pastor. 

LAKEVIEW  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  in  Minden  had  a  former  pastor 
return  on  Sunday  night,  Mar.  18,  for  a 
slide-lecture  of  the  missionary  journeys 
of  St.  Paul.  The  Rev.  L.  Gray  Wilson, 
now  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Logans- 
port,  recently  visited  six  countries  of 
the  Middle  East:  Greece,  Cyprus,  Is¬ 
rael,  Turkey,  Lebanon  and  Syria.  The 
Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  was  host  min¬ 
ister. 

THE  SEARCHERS  CLASS  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
reports  a  project  which  keeps  mem¬ 
bers  busy  all  year.  They  sponsor  the 
Sullivan  Cottage  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  at  Ruston.  At  Christ¬ 
mas,  they  took  bicycles  to  nine  little 
girls,  in  addition  to  other  small  gifts. 
The  Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker  is  pastor  at 
Christ  Church. 

THE  WESLEY  FOUNDATION  at 
Northeast  Louisiana  University,  Mon¬ 
roe,  recently  held  special  services  with 
Dr.  John  Killinger  of  the  Vanderbilt 
University  Divinity  School  in  Nashville 
bringing  the  messages.  James  E.  Wil¬ 
son  is  the  Foundation  director. 


HELP  WANTED 

College  Student  for 
Summer  Youth  Director 
CONTACT 

Haynesville  United  Methodist  Church 
P.  0.  Box  505 
Haynesville,  La.  71038 


PARSONAGE  OPEN  HOUSE 
AT  OAK  PARK  CHURCH 

Members  and  friends  of  Oak  Park 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  called  upon 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Deen  Thompson 
during  open  house  held  on  Sunday, 
March  11.  The  parsonage  has  been  re¬ 
modeled  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  A 
700  sq.  ft,  addition  includes  the  fam¬ 
ily  room,  guest  room  and  storage.  The 
kitchen  and  dining  areas  were  com¬ 
pletely  remodeled.  New  furniture  and 
appliances  were  included  in  this  pro¬ 
ject.  The  United  Methodist  Women 
purchased  the  drapes  for  the  family 
room.  Members  of  the  parsonage  com¬ 
mittee  are:  Bob  Gordon,  chairman, 
Mrs.  L.  Couvillion,  Mrs.  Wm.  Wen- 
ner,  H.  E.  Powell,  Mrs.  John  Harrison 
and  Charles  Rew. 
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THE  REV.  OAKLEY  LEE  of  Sulphur 
was  featured  in  a  half-page  article 
printed  in  the  Lake 
Charles  American 
Press  on  Feb,  18. 
The  interview  by 
Corinne  Peace  re¬ 
vealed  his  retire¬ 
ment  as  chaplain  of 
the  Louisiana  Cor¬ 
rectional  Industrial 
School  in  DeQuin- 
cy  and  gave  a  capsule  account  of  his 
45  years  as  a  Methodist  minister,  list¬ 
ing  pastorates  in  Kentucky  and  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  his  service  as  a  chaplain  in 
the  U.  S.  Air  Force  in  England  during 
World  War  II.  The  Lees  have  three 
children  and  five  grandchildren, 

THE  REV.  JOHN  KELLOGG,  for¬ 
merly  pastor  of  Bentley  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Grant  Parish,  has  ad¬ 
vised  us  that  he  is  rapidly  recovering 
from  the  heart  attack  which  has  put 
him  in  Rapides  General  Hospital  over 
the  Christmas  and  New  Years  holi¬ 
days.  His  doctor  has  permitted  him  to 
return  to  work  on  a  limited  scale.  Mr. 
Kellogg  wishes  to  use  this  medium  to 
express  his  appreciation  for  the  many 
cards,  letters,  and  other  expressions, 
of  concern  which  he  received  from 
friends. 

“THE  LIFE  AND  TEACHING  OF 
JESUS”  is  the  Lenten  study  being  con¬ 
ducted  at  the  Oak  Park  Church  in  Lake 
Charles.  Ed  Cloutman,  church  lay 
leader,  is  teaching  this  special  study. 
The  Rev,  Deen  Thompson  is  pastor. 


Mother  Lottie  Butler  recently  cele¬ 
brated  her  89th  birthday  at  St.  Mat¬ 
thew  United  Methodist  Church,  Al¬ 
giers,  of  which  the  Rev.  Eddi-e  Carter 
is  pastor.  Mother  Butler  is  a  life 
long  Methodist,  and  is  the  mother  of 
16  children,  35  grandchildren,  39 
great-grandchildren,  and  5  great- 
great-grandchildren.  Paying  tribute 
to  her  during  the  service  were  Leon 
Edwards,  lay  leader,  Mrs.  Lucy  Wat¬ 
son,  her  daughter,  and  Pamela  Wat¬ 
son,  her  granddaughter. 

t 

Cottrill  conducting 
youth  seminar  in  Texas 

The  Rev.  Don  C.  Cottrill,  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth  Coordinator  for  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  lead  a  seminar  on  the 
Youth  Research  Survey  at  the  Gethse- 
mane  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston,  Tex.,  March  28-29-30. 

The  Youth  Survey  is  a  computerized 
process  by  which  youth  (12  to  17  years 
of  age)  are  interviewed  in  depth  as  to 
their  needs  and  expectations  from  the 
church;  their  feelings  about  their  edu¬ 
cation,  family,  social  life,  and  life  in 
general. 

This  information  is  fed  to  a  com¬ 
puter,  and  compared  against  a  con¬ 
trolled  national  group,  to  discover 
regional  and  locm  differences,  and 
to  provide  a  source  of  information 
for  planning  church  programs  that 
will  be  of  vital  use  to  them. 

Mr.  Cottrill  is  a  guest  of  the  Texas 
Conference.  He  has  worked  with  a  na¬ 
tional  group  to  be  trained  for  this 
work,  and  has  conducted  a  Youth  Re¬ 
search  in  Shreveport  involving  a  team 
from  the  Noel  United  Methodist 
Church  there. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
D^y  Bible  Reading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  gaiide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Apr.  1 — Sunday  .  John  7:14-30 

Apr.  2  . John  8:12-29 

Apr.  3  . John  12:20-33 

Apr.  4  .  Luke  9:18-22 

Apr.  5  . Luke  9:44-56 

Apr.  6  . Mark  10:32-45 

Apr.  7  . John  8:31-59 

Apr.  8— Sunday Mark  14:22-42 


Mrs.  Craig,  honored  at  Rayne,  is 

shown  with  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 

George  MeVay  of  the  Centenary 

United  Methodist  Church. 

Myrta  Fair  Bradbury  Craig 
honored  at  Rayne 

Mayor  W.  J.  Gossen  proclaimed 
Saturday,  Feb.  24,  as  Myrta  Fair  Brad¬ 
bury  Craig  Day,  and  some  700  or  800 
people  gathered  at  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  Home  to  honor  the  long-time  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Rayne  Acadian-Tribune  and 
Church  Point  News  on  the  occasion  of 
her  65th  birthday. 

Those  attending  surprised  her  with 
a  “This  is  Your  Life”  portrayal  by 
Mary  Alice  Fontenot  Riehl,  creator 
of  the  “Clovis  Crawfish”  children’s 
books  and  a  past  editor  of  the  Aca¬ 
dian-Tribune.  Among  the  many  gifts 
presented  to  Mrs.  Craig  from  the  com¬ 
munity’s  civic,  church  and  fraternal  or¬ 
ganizations  were  a  piano,  a  boat  motor, 
and  many  other  gifts. 

Msgr.  Emery  Labbe,  pastor  of  St. 
Joseph  Catholic  Church,  gave  the  In¬ 
vocation,  and  the  Rev.  George  MeVay, 
her  pastor,  spoke  the  benediction. 

Myrta  Fair  Craig  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Rayne  since  1922.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Bradbury  and  her  husband  was  the  late 
James  Hugh  Craig,  Sr.  She  has  three 
children,  Robert  B.  Craig,  chief  of  the 
Field  Auditors  in  the  Legislative  Audi¬ 
tor’s  office.  Baton  Rouge;  James  H. 

•  Craig,  Jr.,  member  of  the  Malcolm 
Travel  Agency  staff  in  Baton  Rouge, 
and  Fair  C.  King,  guidance  counselor 
at  Crowley  High  School.  Mrs.  Craig  is 
a  niece  of  the  late  Rev.  A.  W.  Turner, 
long-time  Louisiana  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  and  a  cousin  of  the  late  Rev.  A.  W. 
“Bud”  Freeman,  associated  with  Noel 
Memorial  Church  in  Shreveport  for 
many  years. 

The  event  was  planned  by  the 
Rayne-Branch  Hospital  Auxiliary, 
headed  by  Mrs.  Gladys  Robichaux,  and 
by  Mrs.  Craig’s  children. 


■fr 


Dr.  Joe  Hayes,  psychiatrist,  spoke  to  the  TNT  Class  of  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on  raising  a  "Mentally  Healthy  Family".  The 
Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.  is  the  Grace  Church  pastor. 
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Comment 

We,  the  secretaries  of  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  are  challenged  to  live  a  new  life  and  go 
forward  on  behalf  of  the  Kingdom  through  the 
Women’s  Division,  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  move  to  a  new  organization  is  a  test  of 
our  belief  in  missions;  therefore  it  is  necessary 
that  secretaries  assist  Chairmen  and  Local  Presi¬ 
dents  keep  the  spirit  of  the  purpose  alive  while 
we  are  in  this  transitional  period. 

In  the  meantime,  for  historical  purposes,  it  is 
our  responsibility  to  keep  accurate  records  which 
are  to  be  safely  filed  for  future  references. 

To  help  women  grow  in  the  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  work  with  the  district  chairmen  and  local 
presidents  in  securing  materials  and  resources  that  will  aid  members  and 
non-members  know  the  organizational  form,  the  purpose  and  the  program 
of  the  new  organization.  As  we  study  together,  we  will  realize  more  how 
great  the  United  Methodist  Organization  can  be  on  the  Conference,  Dis¬ 
trict  and  Local  Levels. 

In  the  interim  period,  if  there  are  changes  in  officers  or  addresses, 
please  report  the  information  to  your  Conference  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
Chairman  or  to  your  Conference  Secretary. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas,  Secretary, 

United  Methodist  Women,  Louisiana  Conference 

t 


Mrs.  Thomas 


Mrs.  Glen  Phares,  at  right,  president 
of  the  Many  UMW,  is  seen  serving 
Mrs.  V.  M  John,  a  native  of  India, 
at  a  special  luncheon  featuring  Indian 
dishes  in  the  Many  Church  fellow¬ 
ship  hall. 


Ladies  of  the  Many  Church  are  shown  at  a  luncheon  following  the  Celebra¬ 
tion  Service  on  becoming  United  Methodist  Women. 


year  grant  of  $65,000  to  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United,  Inc.  for  support  of  an  edu¬ 
cational  program  to  assist  vqlunteers 
in  community  service.  The  grant  is 
payable  as  follows:  $35,000  at  this 
time,  and  $30,000  in  October  1973.” 
The  letter  closed  with  these  words  of 
encouragement;  “We  believe  that 
CWU’s  opportunity  for  training  and 
placement  of  women  in  grass-roots 
community  service  projects  is  probably 
unparalleled  in  any  other  organiza¬ 
tion.” 

Throughout  the  movement  of  Church 
Women  United  thousands  of  Protes¬ 
tant,  Roman  Catholic,  and  Orthodox 
women  in  over  2,000  local  units  in 
every  state  participate  in  multi-faceted 
programs  of  service  within  their  com¬ 
munities. 

Church  Women  United  captured  the 
attention  of  the  Lilly  Foundation  by 
its  pilot  workshops  focusing  on  train¬ 
ing  in  skills  relating  to  Adult  Educa¬ 
tion  of  Indian  Americans  in  Mon¬ 
mouth,  Oregon;  and  the  proposals  for 
future  workshops  on  Services  for  Wom¬ 
en  Prisoners. 

The  grant  will  enable  CWU  to  ex¬ 
plore  and  strengthen  existing  educa¬ 
tional  and  vocational  training  programs 
in  prisons,  and  help  form  new  services 
that  could  include  skills  instruction, 
personal  development,  and  tutoring, 
services.  It  will  also  provide  for  ad¬ 
ditional  training  of  volunteers  and  para- 
professionals  relating  to  the  Indian 


Americans  in  their  minority-managed 
or  community-supported  programs. 

Each  workshop  includes  women 
from  several  states  and  is  designed  to 
provide  a  framework  and  a  process 
which  the  participants  can  use  as  guide¬ 
lines  for  action  in  their  communities. 

These  workshops  are  only  a  part  of 
Church  Women  United’s  program  for 
the  development  of  competent  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Community  Services  to  im¬ 
prove  the  quality  of  life  for  disadvan¬ 
taged  persons.  CWU  will  continue  to 
seek  substantial  grants  to  strengthen 
existing  programs  in  citizen  action, 
ecumenical  relations,  urban  ministry, 
ecumenical  celebrations  and  worship. 


Mrs.  L.  E.  Kneipp  (right)  music  di¬ 
rector  of  Mangum  Memorial  Church, 
Shreveport,  is  shown  accepting  a 
Special  Membership  Pin  in  the  WSCS 
by  Miss  Sybil  Kelly  (left)  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  Assisting 
in  the  presentation  was  Dum-Dum 
(center)  who  affirmed  that  since  he 
couldn’t  lead  the  singing  he  was 
honored  to  share  in  the  presentation. 


DR.  JAMES  R.  MAXFIELD  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
was  speaker  when  the  New  Orleans 
District  Board  of  Missions  met  on 
Wednesday,  Mar.  14,  in  Rayne  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church.  Dr. 
John  A.  Bayliss  was  host  pastor. 

BOY  SCOUT  TROOP  50,  sponsored 
by  the  University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  awarded  the 
Eagle  rank  to  five  members  at  the  re¬ 
cent  Court  of  Honor.  Ex-scoutmaster, 
Ralph  McDade,  led  the  service.  The 
Scouts  are  Dan  Thomas,  Mike  Hos¬ 
kins,  Doc  Hopkins,  Phillip  Larimore 
and  Benjie  Colvin. 


Mrs.  Clarie  Collins  Harvey,  na¬ 
tional  president  of  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United,  will  be  a  featured 
speaker  at  the  Triennial  As¬ 
sembly  of  Church  Women  United 
in  Louisiana  when  the  group  is 
in  session  in  Shreveport  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday,  Mar.  29-30. 


CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED 
RECEIVES  GRANT 

Church  Women  United  in  the  U.S.A. 
has  received  its  first  major  grant  from 
a  foundation  towards  the  building  of 
a  Development  Fund.  The  letter 
authorizing  the  grant  opened  with  these 
words:  “I’m  pleased  to  inform  yciti 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Lilly 
Endowment,  Inc.  has  approved  a  two- 


AT  RIGHT: 

United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Iowa,  Bell  City  and 
Hayes  Churches  sponsored  a  family  night  supper 
recently,  and  the  free  will  donations  will  go  toward 
improving  the  parsonage.  The  Rev.  John  Sayes, 
pastor,  and  Mrs.  Sayes  are  in  the  center  of  picture. 

AT  LEFT: 

Shongaloo  WSCS  members  are  shown  at  their  observ¬ 
ance  of  the  World  Day  of  Prayer.  The  group  had 
just  completed  a  study  on  Romans.  Shown  are  Mrs. 
Otis  Morgan  and  Mrs.  Ventress  Morgan  on  front  row, 
Mrs.  Verdee  Pixley  and  Mrs.  Johnny  Haynes  on 
second  row,  with  Mrs.  D.  G.  Armour,  Mrs.  I.  D.  Duke 
and  Mrs.  Wilma  Wiley  in  back.  Also  on  program,  but 
not  shown,  was  Mrs.  C.  0.  Peek. 
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7^e  SuK^€i(fr  ScA^mI 


(^e  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  —  March,  April  and  Mc^  —  under  the  general 
topic:  “Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.") 


LESSON  FOR  APRIL  8:  Christ  Suffered  For  Us 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Isaiah  52:13 
through  53:12;  Matthew  26:1-5,  26-29;  1  Peter 
2:21-25 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  He  was  wounded  for  our 
transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquit¬ 
ies:  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
him;  and  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed.  (Isaia!i 
53:5) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  show  that  Christ’s 
atoning  love  is  a  continuing  Christian  experi¬ 
ence. 

*  *  * 


It  is  probable  that  no  other  passage  in  the  Old 
Testament  influenced  the  life  and  ministry  of  Jesus 
so  much  as  the  section  in  the  Book  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah  which  describes  the  sacrificial  commitment  of 
the  Suffering  Servant.  When  he  read  the  text  of  bis 
divine  commission  in  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth, 
it  was  from  this  same  prophecy.  There  are  indica¬ 
tions  all  through  the  Gospels  that  the  image  of  this 
Servant  had  a  large  place  in  shaping  the  course  of 
the  choices  which  he  made  in  fulfilling  his  own  mis¬ 
sion.  When  a  dispute  arose  among  the  disciples  con¬ 
cerning  places  of  leadership,  he  said  to  them,  “I  am 

among  you  as  one  who  serves.” 

*  *  * 

THE  DECISION  IN  GETHSEMANE 

And  then  the  hour  came  when  the  supreme  sac¬ 
rifice  was  to  be  made  on  Calvary,  but  first  in  a  gar¬ 
den  at  the  foot  of  the  Mount  of  Olives.  Not  all  of 
the  sites  in  Palestine  that  are  pointed  out  to  the  visi¬ 
tor  as  “sacred  places”  are  authentic.  But  there  has 
never  been  any  question  about  the  identity  of  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane.  Here  it  was  that  Jesus  came 
often  as  a  place  of  escape  from  the  crowd;  here  it 
was  that  he  endured  the  agony  of  the  last  decision 
before  Calvary;  it  was  here  that  he  was  arrested  and 
led  away  to  the  house  of  the  high  priest.  I  sat  alone 
one  night  at  the  edge  of  this  garden  and  tried  to 
trace  in  imagination  the  scenes  from  that  eventful 
night.  This  question  came  to  my  mind,  “Why  did 
he  not  walk  away?”  He  had  done  his  best  and  now 
he  was  confronted  with  a  cross.  He  had  revealed  the 
truth  to  the  Twelve  and  they  had  been  slow  of  un¬ 
derstanding.  He  had  given  an  invitation  of  forgive¬ 
ness  and  fellowship  to  the  people  and  they  had  re¬ 
jected  him.  Why  should  he  do  more?  It  was  the  time 
of  the  full  moon — the  Passover  Season.  He  could 
have  easily  walked  through  the  north  end  of  the 
Garden  and  no  one  would  have  pursued  him.  The 
disciples  were  asleep,  even  the  three  whom  he  had 
chosen  to  be  nearest  him  in  his  hour  of  trial.  Judas 
and  the  soldiers  would  not  come  for  sometime  to 
arrest  him.  The  officers  of  the  Sanhedrin  would  not 
have  sent  to  bring  him  back.  They  wanted  him  out 


of  Jerusalem.  Pilate  would  have  made  no  attempt 
to  arrest  him.  He  would  have  been  glad  to  have  him 
off  his  hands.  He  could  have  gone  to  Bethany,  a 
short  walk  away,  could  have  said  good-by  to  Mary 
and  Martha  and  Lazarus  and  in  two  days  he  could 
have  been  back  at  Nazareth.  His  mother  would 
have  welcomed  him  home,  possibly  with  some  sense 
of  disappointment  at  this  outcome  of  his  ministry, 
and  he  could  have  gone  back  into  Joseph’s  carpen¬ 
ter  shop  and  have  lived  in  a  peaceful  life  in  the 
town  of  his  boyhood  and  youth. 

*  *  * 

WHEN  RESPONSIBILITY  IS  SHIRKED 

Why  did  he  not  walk  away?  Fathers  and  mothers 
walk  away  from  their  children.  I  remember  the  days 
when  almost  all  the  boys  and  girls  in  our  homes  for 
children  were  orphans  —  one  or  both  parents  were 
dead.  It  is  not  so  anymore.  Such  homes  are  filled 
with  children  whose  fathers  and  mothers  have  simply 
walked  away  from  their  parental  responsibility. 
Citizens  close  their  ears  against  the  crys  for  help 
from  their  neighbors.  There  is  a  book  entitled  “Thir¬ 
ty-eight  Witnesses”  which  describes  a  scene  in  a 
section  of  New  York  City  in  which  thirty-eight  dif¬ 
ferent  persons  saw,  from  different  distances,  a  young 
woman  being  brutally  assaulted,  and  refused  even  to 
call  the  police.  They  reported  later  that  they  “did 
not  want  to  become  involved.”  Even  churchmen 
have  been  known  to  be  callous  and  indifferent  to 
urgent  human  needs  all  about  them.  The  priest  and 
the  Levite  on  the  Jericho  road  were  not  the  last 
representatives  of  the  Church  who  saw  a  wounded 
traveler  near  the  road  and  walked  by  on  the  other 
side. 

*  ♦  ♦ 

THE  BASIS  OF  HIS  CHOICE 

Why  did  Jesus  not  walk  away?  The  easy  answer 
is,  “It  is  impossible  to  think  of  such  an  act.  He  was 
the  Divine  Son  of  God.  It  was  predestined  that  he 
should  die  a  sacrificial  death  for  the  sins  of  the 
people.  He  could  not  walk  away.”  I  do  not  believe 
that  this  is  the  sufficient  answer.  Jesus  was  indeed 
the  unique  Son  of  God.  But  he  was  also  truly  man. 
This  means  that  instead  of  being  compelled  by  some 
fixed  destiny,  he  lived  and  acted  in  the  full  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  gift  of  freedom  with  which  God  has  en¬ 
dowed  each  of  his  children.  There  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  following  his  baptism  and  the  long  per¬ 
iod  of  prayer  and  meditation  in  a  lonely  region,  every 
decision  he  made  during  his  entire  ministry  was  of 
his  own  choosing  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

*  ♦  * 

THE  MEANING  OF  ATONEMENT 

There  have  been  many  debates  and  much  pro¬ 
longed  discussion  about  the  meaning  of  the  atone¬ 
ment.  Some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  contend  that  the 
brutal  crucifixion  of  Jesus  was  necessary  to  appease 
the  wrath  of  an  angry  God  before  he  was  willing  to 


forgive  a  guilty  sinner.  It  is  impossible  to  reconcile 
such  a  view  with  the  nature  of  the  Father  God 
whem  Jesus  revealed.  I  know  of  no  better  definition 
of  the  atonement  than  the  one  given  by  Paul  in  his 
second  letter  to  the  Corinthians:  “God  was  in  Christ 
reconciling  the  world  to  himself.”  It  was  God  who 
took  the  initiative  in  the  process  of  reconciliation. 
It  is  God  whom  Jesus  portrayed  in  the  parable  of 
the  Waiting  Father  who  eagerly  watched  for  his 
son’s  return  but  was  compelled  to  wait  until  a  spirit 
of  penitence  changed  the  heart  of  the  wayward  boy. 

In  the  light  of  this  wider  conception,  let  us  take 
another  look  at  the  question,  “Why  did  Jesus  not 
walk  away?”  Even  from  his  boyhood  he  had  com¬ 
mitted  his  life  to  God.  At  the  beginning  of  his 
ministry  he  had  deepened  and  renewed  this  com¬ 
mitment.  Near  the  end  of  that  ministry  he  was  able 
to  say,  “I  do  always  the  will  of  Him  who  sent  me.” 
He  fully  realized  that  the  ultimate  redemption  of 
the  race  deepened  upon  what  he  did  during  the  next 
few  hours.  In  God’s  design  there  was  no  other  way. 
With  all  of  this  in  his  mind  and  heart,  in  spite  of 
betrayal  by  one  disciple  and  desertion  and  denial 
by  the  others,  in  spite  of  the  mockery  of  a  trial  that 
awaited  him,  in  spite  of  the  scourging  and  the 
crown  of  thorns,  in  spite  of  the  cross  itself  —  in 
spite  of  all  of  this,  in  a  very  real  sense,  he  could 
not  Walk  away. 

*  *  * 

THE  ATONEMENT  CONTINUES 

In  his  letter  to  the  church  at  Colossae,  St.  Paul 
wrote,  “In  my  flesh  I  complete  what  is  lacking  in 
Christ’s  afflictions  for  the  sake  of  his  body,  the 
church.”  He  did  not  mean  that  the  ministry  of  Jesus 
was  incomplete  in  its  time  and  place.  He  simply 
meant  that  the  spirit  of  sacrificial  self-giving  which 
was  so  fully  revealed  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  must 
be  continued  by  his  disciples  through  each  suc¬ 
ceeding  generation.  A  pastor  asked  a  missionary 
who  was  home  on  sick-leave  from  a  difficult  as¬ 
signment,  “Why  do  you  want  to  return?”  His  reply 
was,  “Because  I  can’t  sleep  for  thinking  of  them.” 
This  is  the  spirit  of  atonement  asserting  itself  in  a 
country  far  from  Palestine  and  centuries  later  than 
the  earthly  ministry  of  Jesus.  Poet  William  Carruth 
was  aiming  as  this  truth  when  he  wrote: 

A  picket  frozen  on  duty, 

A  mother  starved  for  her  brood, 

Socrates  drinking  the  hemlock 
And  Jesus  on  the  rood; 

And  millions  who  humble  and  nameless 
The  straight,  hard  pathway  plod — 

Some  call  it  Consecration 
And  others  call  it  God. 

On  this  side  of  the  celebration  of  the  Easter 
Victory  stands  this  truth  which  is  an  essential  part 
of  the  greatest  event  this  world  has  ever  witnessed: 
Christ  suffered  for  us. 
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Status  of  General  Advance 
Special  Fund  analyzed 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Reasons  for 
an  over-all  decline  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  second  largest  general 
benevolence  fund  —  and  reasons  for 
increases  in  some  places  in  the  church 
— are  analyzed  in  a  30-page  report  re¬ 
leased  by  its  director. 

The  Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker  cited  a 
previously  announced  drop  in  General 
Advance  Special  giving  of  $720,658, 
or  7.89  per  cent,  from  1971  to  1972, 
adding  that  last  year  was  the  fourth 
year  of  decrease.  However,  he  added. 
Advance  giving  increased  in  one-third 
of  United  Methodism’s  75  annual  (re¬ 
gional)  cortferences. 

General  Advance  Specials  are  desig¬ 
nated  gifts  by  United  Methodist 
churches,  groups  and  individuals  to 
missions,  home  and  overseas,  and  to 
relief.  After  World  Service,  the 
church’s  basic,  apportioned  benevol¬ 
ence,  the  Advance  received  in  1972 
the  most  money  of  13  general  bene¬ 
volences,  $8,406,508. 

Mr.  Walker,  New  York,  newly-elect¬ 
ed  (in  January)  director  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance  said  General  Advance  Specials 
involve  more  than  100,000  gifts  an¬ 
nually  to  4-6,000  projects.  He  said  the 
decline  was  not  reflected  in  every  pro¬ 
ject  and  program,  but  cautioned  that 
“the  continuing  loss  of  total  income  to 
the  General  Advance  is  a  reality  with 
which  the  entire  church  must  deal.  Not 
to  do  so,  is  to  consign  it  to  eventual 
extinction.” 

Under  United  Methodism’s  new  na¬ 
tional  structure,  the  General  Advance 
is  guided  by  a  20-member  Advance 
Committee,  comprising  members  of  the 
new  General  Council  on  Ministries  and 
responsible  to  it.  The  beneficiary 
agencies,  all  in  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  are  the  National  Division, 
World  Division  and  United  Methodist 
Committee  On  Relief  (UMCOR).  The 
Advance  is  25  years  old  in  1973. 

In  the  report,  Mr.  Walker  said  par¬ 
ticipation  by  churches  in  the  Advance 
is  predicated  on  full  acceptance  of  the 
World  Service  Apportionment.  He  said 


four  Advance  field  representatives 
across  the  nation  were  asked  to  list 
factors  contributing  to  the  decrease. 
The  field  staff  have  as  their  primary 
responsibility  to  cultivate  Advance 
projects.  Mr.  Walker  said  that  among 
1 8  factors  listed  were  these,  in  order  of 
importance: 

“1 — ^The  lack  of  visibility  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance  in  the  church  ...  It  is  part  of  a 
feeling  that  the  Advance  is  largely 
taken  for  granted  as  a  self-perpetua¬ 
ting  institution.  2 — The  increase  of 
conference  obligations  on  the  local 
church.  3 — The  demands  on  the  local 
church  for  funds  for  local  programs 
and  local  mission.  4 — The  breakdown 
of  effective  linkage  between  national 
program  agencies  and  the  local  church 
in  new  conference  structures. 

“5 — The  general  economy,  mainly 
in  terms  of  continued  inflation.  6 — 
The  decline  of  the  overseas  mission¬ 
ary  force.  7 — A  general  anti-institu¬ 
tionalism  that  questions  the  credibility 
of  any  and  all  national  agencies.  8 — 
A  feeling  that  both  the  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  and  the  churches  in 
other  lands  are  saying  that  all  we  have 
done  before  was  wrong  and  that  we 
should  generally  withdraw  money  and 
personnel  entirely.” 

Mr.  Walker’s  evaluation  also  listed 
factors  suggested  by  field  representa¬ 
tives  as  contributing  to  increased  Ad¬ 
vance  giving  in  1972  by  25  confer¬ 
ences.  Among  them:  “Focusing  the 
program  in  an  Advance  Committee 
outside  any  of  the  participating  agen¬ 
cies  and  connected  directly  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries.  The  quality 
of  conference  and  district  leadership 
involved  in  cultivating  the  Advance. 
The  interest  of  the  bishop  in  the  Ad¬ 
vance  and  the  willingness  to  lend  his 
influence  to  its  success.  The  establish¬ 
ment  of  specific  project  goals  by  the 
annual  conference  ,  .  .” 
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New  Life  Missioners 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)— Can¬ 
on  Bryan  Green,  London,  England,  an 
Anglican  priest  and  world  evangelist; 
Bishop  A.  James  Armstrong,  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Dakotas  Area  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society;  and  Dr.  James 
Buskirk,  professor  of  evangelism  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  will  be  among  the  leaders 
at  a  national  conference  of  New  Life 
Missioners  here  May  7-10. 

“The  Key  Event”  will  be  the  theme 
for  the  meeting  which  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Department  of  Preaching 
Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  Division  of  Evangelism,  Wor¬ 
ship  and  Stewardship.  Dr.  George 
Morris  is  head  of  the  Department. 

New  Life  Mission  in  a  local  church 
is  preceded  by  a  six  to  10  week  period 
of  preparation  including  study  and 
prayer,  followed  by  a  proclamation 
phase  involving  one  or  more  mission¬ 
ers,  and  a  penetration  phase  which  at¬ 
tempts  to  channel  individual  commit¬ 
ment  into  church  and  community  in¬ 
volvement. 

More  than  700  persons  are  being 
invited  to  the  Nashville  conference,  in¬ 
cluding  70  missioners  who  work 
throughout  the  nation,  600  missioners 
who  work  only  within  the  bounds  of 
their  own  annual  conference,  and  a 
select  group  of  persons  who  will  be 
taking  their  first  training  for  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Dr.  Morris  said  the  New  Life  Mis¬ 
sion  program  differs  from  traditional 
styles  of  local  church  evangelism  be¬ 
cause  of  the  emphasis  put  on  what 

Upper  Room  staff  to  lea 

(Nashville,  Tenn.)  —  A  special  Con¬ 
ference  on  Devotional  Life  and  Litera¬ 
ture  will  be  held  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.  Car.,  July  22-24.  Plans  for  the  Con¬ 
ference,  open  to  both  ministers  and 
laymen,  were  announced  by  Dr.  Wil¬ 
son  O.  Weldon,  editor  of  The  Upper 
Room,  the  world’s  most  widely  read 
daily  devotional  guide. 

Speakers  on  the  program  will  in¬ 
clude  Dr.  Bryant  Kirkland,  minister. 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York 
City;  Dr.  William  Paulsell,  from  At¬ 
lantic  Christian  College  in  Wilson,  N. 
Car.;  Dr.  Webb  Garrison,  minister  and 
author  of  Evansville,  L  d.;  Dr.  Truman 
Potter,  minister,  Christ  United  Meth- 


’  Conference 

happens  before  and  after  the  actual 
proclamation  services.  The  structure 
calls  for  Bible  studies  and  prayer  ses¬ 
sions,  “Chat  Backs”  or  “Lay  Forums”, 
a  challenge  to  commitment  and  a  long¬ 
term  program  of  follow-up  to  involve 
Christians  in  the  church  and  commun¬ 
ity. 

Dr,  Ira  Gallaway,  associate  general 
secretary  for  the  Division  of  Evange¬ 
lism,  Worship  and  Stewardship,  will 
speak  on  “Evangelism — New 
Scene.” 

Other  Division  staff  members  on  the 
program  will  be  Dr.  George  Outefl, 
the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  the  Rev.  Rontt 
Kerr,  the  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman,  and  Dr. 
David  Randolph.  Former  staff  mem¬ 
ber  O.  Dean  Martin,  pastor  of  River¬ 
side  United  Methodist  Church,  Miami, 
Fla.,  will  also  be  a  resource  leader. 

Dr.  Morris  said:  “The  Christian  faith 
is  centered,  not  primarily  in  specula¬ 
tive  or  philosophical  ideas,  but  in 
events.  According  to  our  faith,  an 
extraordinary  event  came  at  the  peak 
of  a  process  of  revelation  and  changed 
the  whole  context  of  human  living  — 
the  event  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  Conference,  he  said,  will  pro¬ 
claim  this  event  as  the  key  event  in 
all  human  history.  “It  is  the  key  to 
life,  death  and  destiny.  Our  business  is 
to  proclaim  this  key  event,  be  trans¬ 
formed  by  it,  live  in  terms  of  it,  and 
invite  all  others  to  do  likewise.” 

Registration  for  the  conference  will 
begin  at  11  a.m.  Monday,  May  7  and 
the  final  session  will  be  late  Thursday, 
May  10. 
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d  Devotional  Lite  event 

odist  Church,  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  the 
Rev.  Maurice  King,  dean  of  The  Up¬ 
per  Room  Chapel,  and  Dr.  Weldon. 
These  leaders  will  be  assisted  by  other 
members  of  The  Upper  Room  staff. 

There  is  no  registration  fee.  Partici¬ 
pants  are  expected  to  pay  only  for 
transportation  to  and  from  the  confer¬ 
ence,  plus  nominal  expenses  for  food 
and  lodging  at  the  Lake  Junaluska  As¬ 
sembly  grounds. 

Additional  information  concerning 
participation  in  the  Conference  can  be 
obtained  by  writing  to  the  Conference 
on  Devotional  Life  and  Literature, 
1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37203. 


This  elderly  woman  was  only  one  of  many 
refugees  from  the  recent  Managuan  earth¬ 
quake  disaster  who  had  to  find  temporary  shel¬ 
ter.  Thousands  of  families  are  in  need  of  low- 
cost  housing.  Offerings  taken  on  Sunday,  April 
1,  go  to  the  great  humanitarian  outreach  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  through  the  United 


one 

great  hour 
of  sharing 
april  1.73 


Methodist  Commission  on  Relief  as  it  tries  to 
answer  calls  for  emergency  relief  from  natural 
or  man-made  disasters,  in  rehabilitation,  and^ 
in  helping  to  devise  programs  which  lead  peo¬ 


ple  toward  a  renewal  of  life.  The  boy  (  above) 
was  one  of  an  estimated  900  boys  and  girls  in 
Managua  who  showed  up  at  an  emergency  cen¬ 
ter  for  food  following  the  recent  disaster. 
About  10-12  tons  of  food  are  given  to  Protes¬ 
tant  pastors  three  times  a  week  for  distribution 
to  their  refugee  parishioners.  (UMI  Photos) 
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General  Council  on  Ministries  approves  professional  staff,  reallocates  funds 


ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMI>— Just  get¬ 
ting  acquainted  with  its  personnel  and 
its  potential,  the  new  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM)  established  here 
March  15-17  the  committees  and  staff 
to  get  on  with  its  job. 

Beyond  self-organization  for  a  four- 
year  haul,  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  coordinating  agency’s  major 
action  here  was  to  approve  a  five-per¬ 
son  professional  staff  and  to  elect  three 
of  those  persons. 

With  one  vacancy  remaining,  in  the 
specialty  of  coordination,  the  council 
elected  the  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz,  the 
Rev.  Virgil  W.  Sexton  and  the  Rev. 
Gerald  L.  Clapsaddle  to  be  assistant 
general  secretaries.  Not  to  be  assigned 
as  section  executives,  they  were  chosen 
for  “expertise  in  the  field  of’  research, 
planning  and  programming,  respective¬ 
ly.  All  are  Dayton,  Ohio,  residents  and 
held  similar  positions  with  the  Program 
Council  since  1968.  All  were  elected 
for  the  year  1973. 

At  its  earlier  organization  meeting, 
the  council  had  elected  the  Rev.  Paul 
V.  Church  of  Dayton  as  its  general 
secretary  for  1973,  but  had  continued 
the  others  only  through  March.  The 
staff  vacancy,  in  coordination,  is  that 
left  by  the  election  of  Ernest  T.  Dixon 
to  the  episcopacy.  The  business  man¬ 
ager’s  spot,  reduced  from  elected  to 
employed,  is  held  by  the  Rev.  William 
H.  Je^ins,  Dayton. 

The  major  committees  through 
which  the  council  will  function  organiz¬ 
ed  here  and  elected  as  chairmen:  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Research  Section,  the  Rev. 
Paul  A.  Duffey,  Montgomery,  Ala.; 
Coordination  S^tion,  Dr.  Dolphus 
Whitten,  Jr.;  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.; 
Evaluation  and  Review  Section,  the 
Rev.  Robert  J.  McCune,  Syracuse,  N. 
Y.;  Nominating  Committee,  ^s. 
Elizabeth  Watson,  Portland,  Ore.;  Fi- 

Communications 
Committee  meets 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMI)  —  Person¬ 
nel  and  structure  considerations 
dominated  the  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Joint  Committee 
on  Communications  here  March  13- 
14. 

Dr.  Roy  M.  Fisher,  dean  of  the 
School  of  Journalism,  University  of 
Missouri,  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
Stoody  Fellowship  Committee,  which 
makes  grants  for  graduate  study  in 
religious  communication. 

While  no  additions  or  changes  to 
staff  occurred.  Dr.  John  S.  Detwcilcr, 
chrurnian  of  the  personnel  and  staff 
committee  announced  that  screening 
has  begun  in  preparation  for  election 
of  an  executive  secretary.  It  was  sug¬ 
gested  that  nominations  could  be  sent 
to  him  at  3715  SW  5th  Place,  Gaines¬ 
ville,  Fla. 

The  draft  of  a  proposed  structure 
for  the  new  committee  was  discussed 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Roy 
D.  Barton,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  structure  committee.  The 
1972  General  Conference  created  the 
new  agency  bringing  together  the  for¬ 
mer  Commission  on  United  Methodist 
Information  and  the  Divisions  of  In¬ 
terpretation  and  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Communication  of  the  Program 
Council. 


nance  Committee,  the  Rev.  Richard 
W.  Cain,  Phoenix,  Ariz.  The  Adminis¬ 
trative  Committee  will  use  the  same 
officers  as  the  total  GCOM,  headed  by 
Dr.  John  T.  King,  Austin,  Tex. 

The  council  saw  many  of  its  prob¬ 
lems  arising  from  incomplete  legisla¬ 
tion  by  the  1972  General  Conference 
which,  in  restructuring  most  general 
program  agencies,  created  some  over¬ 
laps  and  gaps  in  structures  and  func¬ 
tions.  Litde  was  said,  however,  about 
the  Judicial  Council’s  ruling  that  some 
of  the  powers  granted  GCOM  are  un¬ 
constitutional,  especially  that  of  ap¬ 
proving  structural  or  functional  changes 
between  General  Conferences.  It  was 
agreed  that  GCOM  would  need  to  pro¬ 
pose  legislation  for  1976  to  correct 
several  situations. 

One  of  the  major  actions  in  this 
area  was  to  recommend  to  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  several 
reallocations  of  World  Service  funds 
among  the  i,jencies  affected  by  re¬ 
structuring.  A  total  of  $183,237  in 
changes  was  urged,  out  of  $293,737 
requested. 

Recalling  that  part  of  the  rationale 
for  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
was  to  have  a  representative  body  of 
the  church  able  to  be  more  responsive 
to  changes  between  quadrennial  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  General  Conference,  sev¬ 
eral  current  issues  were  raised  here, 
including  the  death  penalty,  church 
membership  decline  and  reductions  in 
federal  hedth  and  welfare  spending. 
Council  members  took  the  position  that 
the  GCOM  role  was  to  assure  that 
some  general  agency  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  was  responding  to  the  issues, 
without  specifying  the  response. 

Also  reflecting  the  council’s  com¬ 
position  (with  a  majority  of  members 
being  General  Conference  delegates, 
one  from  each  annual  conference)  was 


INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (UMI)  — 
In  a  precedent-shattering  move,  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
will  hold  an  open  plenary  session  at  its 
spring  meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
Wednesday  afternoon,  April  25.  Pre¬ 
viously,  its  sessions  have  been  closed. 

Announcement  of  plans  for  the 
meeting  was  made  here  by  Bishop 
Ralph  T.  Alton  of  Indianapolis,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Council  and  head  of  the 
church’s  Indiana  Area. 

Bishop  Alton  said  that  the  afternoon 
session  “will  be  open  to  the  press  and 
to  anyone  desiring  to  observe  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Council,  as  space  allows.” 
The  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  South 
American  Room  of  the  Statler-Hilton 
hotel,  Washington,  D.C. 

Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas,  president  of  the  Council, 
will  preside  at  the  meeting,  which  will 
feature  reports  from  each  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  four  major  standing  committees. 
These  committees  and  their  chairmen 
are;  Pastoral  Concerns,  Bishop  H.  El¬ 
lis  Finger,  Jr.,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Teach¬ 
ing  Concerns,  Bishop  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe,  Dallas,  Texas;  Relational  Con¬ 
cerns,  Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn,  Chi¬ 
cago;  Administrative  Concerns,  Bishop 


the  fact  that  most  committee  recom¬ 
mendations  were  adopted  as  proposed, 
with  few  amendments  made  despite 
sometimes  strong  debate. 

One  of  the  exceptions  was  in  the 
case  of  staff  size,  where  two  commit¬ 
tees  offered  a  choice  between  plans 
and  floor  amendments  offered  others. 
These  varied  from  three  to  six  elected 
staff  members,  with  the  smaller  unit 
proposed  on  such  bases  as  “a  new 
style  of  life”  for  the  church,  economy 
and  giving  council  members  the  red 
responsibility  for  decisions. 

As  the  meeting  here  opened,  three 
persons  told  of  expectations  for  the 
new  body.  Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn 
of  Chicago  said  it  was  intended  to  be 
“responsive  to  changes  in  society,”  to 
represent  the  whole  church  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  two-way  flow  of  information 
within  the  church. 

Richard  Anderson,  an  Italian- 
American  youth  from  Oklahoma  City, 
said  the  church  had  failed  its  youdi 
and  ethnic  minorities  but  that  the  coun¬ 
cil  and  other  new  agencies  give  “hope 
for  bodies  that  will  respond.”  He  urged 
that  structure  be  seen  only  as  a  means 
to  enable  change  so  the  church  can 
“become  the  living  word  of  God.” 

President  King  asserted  that  GCOM 
should  make  it  possible  for  people  “to 
be  informed  as  to  the  ministries  under¬ 
taken  on  their  behalf  and  with  their 
money”  and  to  be  heard  by  church 
agencies.  He  said  the  council  would 
work  to  “liberate  rather  than  stifle” 
church  programs. 

Anderson  also  raised  the  question 
of  whether  the  group  would  “continue 
to  meet  in  luxurious  surroundings  (an 
airport  motel),  contradicting  the  need 
to  serve  mankind.”  General  Secretary 
Church  told  the  council  that  investiga¬ 
tion  of  campuses,  retreat  centers  and 
similar  facilities  indicated  they  would 


W.  Ralph  Ward,  New  York  Area. 

The  Council  will  be  in  session  from 
Tuesday  afternoon,  April  24,  until 
Saturday  noon,  April  28,  with  April 
27-28  devoted  primarily  to  a  Consul¬ 
tation  on  Peace  and  Self-Development 
of  Peoples.  Bishop  A.  James  Arm¬ 
strong,  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  is  chairman 
of  the  movement,  and  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Lord,  Washington,  D.C.,  is  its 
executive  coordinator. 

Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden,  Los  An¬ 
geles,  is  president-designate  of  the 
Council  for  1973-’74  and  is  expected 
to  receive  the  gavel  from  Bishop  Slater 
as  the  five-day  session  concludes.  The 
bishops  will  ballot  on  a  president- 
designate  for  1974-’75. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Area,  of  which  Bishop  James 
K.  Mathews  is  the  episcopal  leader, 
will  be  host  to  the  Council  at  a  dinner 
in  the  Presidential  Banquet  Hall  of  the 
hotel. 

Sessions  of  the  Council  will  include 
a  report  on  Roman  Catholic-Methodist 
consultations  by  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  reports 
on  the  establishment  of  autonomous 
churches  as  follows:  Costa  Rica  and 
Panama,  by  Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn, 


save  little  money  and  would  generally 
be  unsuitable  for  such  meetings.  Con¬ 
tinued  efforts  at  economy  were  urged. 

Study  of  headquarters  cities  for  all 
general  boards  was  continued,  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  with  agreement 
that  major  factors  should  be  real  es¬ 
tate  investments,  costs  of  office  hous¬ 
ing  and  location  in  relation  to  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  a  board’s  functions.  Pending 
completion  of  the  research,  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  was  authorized  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  Nashville,  where  most  of  its 
constituent  units  already  were,  and  the 
new  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

In  addition  to  its  own  staff,  GCOM 
also  elects  the  top  executives  of  pro¬ 
gram  boards,  and  it  approved  the  Rev. 
F.  Thomas  Trotter  of  Claremont, 
Calif.,  and  the  Rev.  Melvin  G.  Tal¬ 
bert  of  Lake  Wood,  Calif.,  as  general 
secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  and  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship,  respectively.  It  also 
approved  the  Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker, 
New  York,  as  director  of  the  Advance 
Committee. 

Vice  chairmen  and  secretaries  of 
council  sub-units  include  Mrs.  Thomas 
DeVaux,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  and  the 
Rev.  Jack  Cooke,  Shreveport,  La.,  for 
Planning  and  Research;  Miss  Sarah 
Cox,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  the  Rev. 
Richard  D.  Pittenger,  Huron,  S.  D., 
for  Coordination;  Mrs.  Wayne  W.  Har¬ 
rington,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  and  the  Rev. 
Wendell  P.  C.  Taylor,  Jackson,  Miss., 
for  Evaluation  and  Review;  Dr.  Leigh 
Roberts,  Madison,  Wise.,  (secretary) 
for  Nominating;  Mrs.  Harrington  and 
the  Rev.  Claus  Rohlfs,  Dallas,  Tex., 
for  Finance. 
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Chicago,  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden, 
Los  Angeles,  and  Bishop  Alsie  Carle- 
ton,  Albuquerque,  N.M.;  Sierra  Leone, 
Bishop  W.  Maynard  Sparks,  Sacra¬ 
mento,  California. 

Reports  on  overseas  visitations  will 
be  presented  as  follows:  Chile,  Bishop 
L.  Scott  Allen,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  Lib- 
beria.  Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr., 
Princeton,  N.  J.;  Malaysia  and  Philip¬ 
pines,  Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz, 
Charleston,  W.  Va.;  Southern  Europe, 
Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger,  Jr.,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

A  memorial  service  for  five  bishops 
and  the  widow  of  a  bishop  who  have 
died  during  the  past  year  will  be  held 
Friday  night  under  the  direction  of 
Bishop  Lance  Webb  of  Springfield, 
Ill. 

Thursday’s  activities  will  include  a 
luncheon  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  and  an  evening  at  the  Ken¬ 
nedy  Center  of  Performing  Arts. 

Tuesday  afternoon  will  be  devoted 
to  committee  meetings  and  sessions  of 
the  five  jurisdictional  colleges  of 
bishops  in  the  United  States  and  the 
overseas  group. 

t 

News  in  Brief 

Simpson  House,  a  United  Metho¬ 
dist  retirement  facility  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  has  consecrated  a  new  nursing 
home  building. 


Council  of  Bishops  to  hold 
open  business  session  April  25th 
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Members  of  the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Morning  worship  at  Mangum  Memorial 
Church,  Shreveport  on  Sunday,  March  18,  by  giving 
personal  testimonies.  (Left  and  right)  Kenny  King, 
Wier,  Miss.,  and  Gary  Hall,  Memphis,  Tenn.  Both  are 
football  players  and  sophomores  at  “Ole  Miss”  at 
Oxford,  Miss.  At  center  is  J.  E.  Orton  of  Mangum 
church  and  a  coach  at  Fair  Park  High  School,  Shreve¬ 
port,  who  presented  the  guest  speaker. 
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This  group  of  Simpson  Church  youth  (Lake  Charles) 
represented  their  church  at  the  United  Methodist  state¬ 
wide  basketball  tournament  in  Natchitoches  on  March 
16  and  17;  Bobby  Marshall,  Simpson  youth  director  and 
team  coach  (second  from  right). 
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ABOVE:  Royalty  chosen  to  reign  over  Sweet¬ 
heart  Banquet  at  Livingston  United  Methodist 
Church.  (Left  to  right)  Terry  Erdey,  Prin¬ 
cess;  Kibler  Sibley,  King;  Cherie  Daigle, 
Queen,  and  Joey  Sibley,  Prince.  BELOW: 
Group  picture  of  Livingston  UMYF  at  ban¬ 
quet.  Richard  G.  Moore  is  counselor. 


Mrs.  Harold  T.  Robinson  (right), 
director  of  the  Family  Night  Pro¬ 
gram  at  Broadmoor  Church  in 
Shreveport,  shown  with  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  assisted  her  with 
arrangements  for  the  Sunday 
night,  March  11  program  attended 
by  500  persons.  Special  features 
for  the  covered  dish  supper  pro¬ 
gram  included  the  review  of  the 
book.  Luce  and  His  Empire,  re¬ 
viewed  by  Mrs.  Paul  Hildreth, 
and  music  by  Mike  Mooney,  who 
has  recorded  his  own  album  of 
music. 
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A  recent  Saturday  “weeding  party”  at  Aurora 
Church  in  New  Orleans  put  the  church  yard  in 
good  condition  for  spring  growth  and  beauty.  Dr. 
Henry  A.  Rickey  is  pastor. 
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Youth  of  Southside  Church,  Monroe,  pre¬ 
pare  to  leave  on  trip  to  Vicksburg  Na¬ 
tional  Park  in  Mississippi.  Thirty- 
seven  youth  and  adults  made  the  trip. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Boozer  are  the  youth 
counselors. 


AT  LEFT:  The  Methodist  Men's 
Club  of  First  Church  in  Homer  heard 
Marcus  Wren  (right  in  food  line), 
Lafayette  District  lay  leader,  and 
Sheriff  Snap  Oakes  and  Ed  Bolling 
(at  left  of  table),  president  of  the 
Police  Jury,  at  recent  monthly 
meeting.  Thirty  men  attended.  The 
Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid  is  pastor  of 
the  Homer,  Wesley  Chapel  Charge. 
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The  Rev.  Arthur  A.  Robinson, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  Thirkield  and 
Harry’s  Chapel  Churches,  has 
been  selected  for  inclusion  in 
1973  editorial  office  of  five  pub¬ 
lications  which  list  outstand¬ 
ing  citizens.  They  are;  Men  of 
Achievement,  Dictionary  of  In¬ 
ternational  .Biography,  Com¬ 
munity  Leaders  of  America, 
Personalities  of  the  South,  and 
Who’s  Who  in  American  Poli¬ 
tics.  Robinson,  a  native  of  Na- 
poleonville,  is  a  graduate  of 
Dillard  University,  served  in  the 
Navy  during  World  War  II  and 
later  as  an  Army  chaplain.  In 
addit  ion  to  serving  pastorates 
in  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Arkansas, 
Tennessee  and  California,  he 
has  taught  school  and  engaged 
extensively  in  social  work. 
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Constitutional  Convention  -  1973 


Chairmen  of  the  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention’s  major  committees  will  tour 
the  state  starting  April  17  in  an  attempt 
to  bring  the  Convention  to  the  people. 
According  to  Judge  James  L.  Dennis, 
Chairman  of  the  committee,  the  group 
will  travel  to  seven  cities  in  the  state. 
Dennis  said,  “The  Convention  dele¬ 
gates  believe  that  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  listen  to  the  people  of 
Louisiana,  to  determine  what  they 
want  and  don’t  want  in  the  new  docu¬ 
ment.” 

The  Committee  will  start  its  state¬ 
wide  tour  in  Baton  Rouge  on  April 

No  Level  of 
Smoking  Safe 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  —  “There 
is  no  level  of  smoking  which  is  safe,” 
says  Dr.  Alton  Ochsner,  Senior  Con¬ 
sultant  in  Surgery  at  the  Ochsner  Clin¬ 
ic. 

Dr.  Ochsner,  also  a  former  profes¬ 
sor  of  Surgery  at  Tulane  University 
and  one  of  the  earliest  medical  authori¬ 
ties  to  investigate  the  effects  of  smok¬ 
ing,  makes  the  statement  in  the  current 
(March)  issue  of  SMOKE  SIGNALS. 

According  to  Dr.  Ochsner,  the  best 
way  to  avoid  the  bad  effects  of  tobac¬ 
co  is  to  quit  smoking  completely. 

“After  considerable  experience  in 
treating  patients  who  are  tobacco  users, 
I  am  convinced  that  the  best  way  to 
stop  is  to  abstain  completely  from  it 
and  not  taper  off,”  says  Dr.  Ochsner, 
who  has  performed  some  2,500  opera¬ 
tions  on  lung  cancer  patients. 

“This  is  particularly  true  in  the  indi¬ 
vidual  who  has  been  a  heavy  smoker 
and  has  developed  changes  which  make 
him  more  susceptible  to  the  effects  of 
the  continued  even  though  decreased 
use  of  tobacco.” 

Dr.  Ochsner  says  that  some  people 
do  have  withdrawal  symptoms  from  the 
lack  of  nicotine.  However,  the  main 
problem  comes  from  trying  to  break 
the  habit  of  repeatedly  smoking  a  cig¬ 
arette. 

It  is  because  of  this  habit  that  “for 
a  long  period  of  time  an  ex-smoker 
may  desire  a  cigarette,”  says  Dr.  Ochs¬ 
ner. 

“It  is  absolutely  impcraii\e  not  to 
take  a  single  puff,  because  in  that  case 
snuiking  is  likely  to  be  resumed.  For 
the  addicted  individual  it  is  just  as 
hazardous  to  take  a  single  cigarette  as 
for  the  alcoholic  to  take  a  single 
drink.” 


17th  at  the  Natural  Resources  Audi¬ 
torium,  and  will  travel  to  New  Orleans 
for  two  sessions  there  on  the  18th  and 
19th  in  the  City  Council  Chambers. 

The  eommittee  will  reassemble  in 
Lake  Charles  \pril  23rd  for  a  meeting 
in  Baker  Auditorium  on  the  McNecse 
University  Campus.  The  balanee  of  the 
schedule  will  be:  24th  —  Lafayette  in 
the  Ballroom  of  the  Student  Union  on 
the  U.S.L.  campus;  25th  —  Alexan¬ 
dria  at  City  Hall;  26th  —  Monroe, 
Convention  Center;  27th  —  Shreve¬ 
port,  Convention  Hall  Annex.  The 
committee  will  meet  from  2-5  p.m.  and 


7-9  p.m.  except  for  the  April  19th 
meeting  in  New  Orleans  which  will 
meet  from  9-12  a.m. 

Dennis  said  initial  reaction  to  the 
committee’s  plans  were  enthusiastic. 
“Over  seventy  state-wide  organizations 
have  offered  to  help  publicize  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  schedule,  and  we  have  received 
excellent  coverage  from  the  news  me¬ 
dia.” 

Dennis  explained  that  the  committee 
will  attempt  to  hear  from  everyone  who 
wishes  to  testify,  and  that  written  testi¬ 
mony  will  be  welcomed.  “We  eneour- 
age  those  who  testify  to  bring  a  com¬ 


plete  statement  of  their  views  in  writ¬ 
ing,”  Dennis  explained.  “This  will  al¬ 
low  us  to  hear  from  as  many  people 
as  possible,  and  later  study  the  written 
statements  in  greater  depth.” 

LMCF’s  Executive  Director,  Mark 
Lower  is  privileged  to  have  a  close 
working  relationship  with  the  conven¬ 
tion  and  from  time  to  time  will  issue 
News  Flash  Bulletins,  as  circumstances 
may-  dictate. 
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The  State  Supreme 
Court  and  “The 
Stewardesses” 

THE  LOUISIANA  SUPREME 
COURT  again  affirmed  a  Shreveport 
district  court’s  injunction  against  show¬ 
ing  of  “The  Stewardesses”.  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice  Howard  McCaleb  noted  in  the  rul¬ 
ing  the  court  considered  the  case  on 
rehearing  because: 

1)  Neither  the  district  judge  nor  the 
members  of  the  upper  Court  had  seen 
the  film,  basing  previous  decisions  on 
testimony  by  state  witnesses; 

2)  The  point  was  stressed  the  courts 
were  wrong  in  applying  a  contempor¬ 
ary  community  standard  instead  of  a 
national  standard  in  determining  the 
picture  was  obscene. 

Justice  McCaleb  said  viewing  the 
film  confirmed  the  court’s  original  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  film  portrays  hard  core 
pornography  in  all  respects:  “It  has  no 
plot  or  any  other  feature,  in  our  esti¬ 
mation,  which  takes  it  out  of  that  cate¬ 
gory,  despite  the  protestations  of  de¬ 
fense  counsel  to  the  contrary  anent  its 
popularity  and  box-office  appeal. 

The  latter  argument  exhibits,  per¬ 
haps,  public  curiosity,  but  it  does  not 
rescue  the  lurid  content  of  the  film 
from  the  gutter.”  Under  the  prevailing 
test  for  obscenity,  “this  picture  is  not 
only  hard  core  pornography,  but  is  ob¬ 
scene  to  an  extreme  degree.” 

Regarding  the  second  point,  the  rul¬ 
ing  stated,  “We  are  convinced  there  is 
no  way  of  proving  a  national  standard 
in  these  cases.  It  seems  to  us  unless, 
it  is  shown  by  affirmative  evidence  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant  that  the  con¬ 
temporary  community  standard  is  not 
in  accord  with  the  national  standard, 
the  contemporary  community  standard 
must  be  presumed  to  be  the  national 
standard.” 

It  remains  now  for  our  police 
to  act! 


Invest  in  Louisiana 

Help  make  Louisiana  a  better  place  in  which  to  live 

support 

The  Louisiana  Moral  &  Civic  Foundation,  Inc. 


Are  you  concerned  about: 

Honest  and  competent  public  officials? 

Good  laws  and  their  impartial  enforcement? 

Drug  and  narcotics  traffic.  .  . 

.  .  .  with  positive  educational  programs? 

Lewd  and  filthy  literature? 

Protection  of  our  youth? 

Your  influence  in  places  of  public  responsibility?' 

THEN  SUPPORT 

The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  Inc. 
whose  motto  is 

Seeking  a  Christian  solution  to  the  moral  problems  in  our  state. 

Your  prayers  and  your  gifts  will  help  us  work  for  you. 

Mark  A.  Lower 
Executive  Director 
P.  0.  Box  2951 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 


PAGE  TWELVE 


MARCH  29,  1973 


UBRAny 

CENTENARY  COi-LEGE 
SNREVEPORT,  LA. 

fvjOT  TO  BE  TAKEN  OUT 


APR  5  1973 

Bishop  Carroll  Evangelism  Night 


speaker  for  Annual  Conference 


Bishop  Carroll 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Evangelism,  led  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
McLain  and  the  Rev.  Carey  Martin, 
have  announced  that  Bishop  Edward 
G.  Carroll  of  Boston,  Mass.,  will  be 
the  preacher  at  the  annual  conference 


this  year  on  the  Night  of  Evangelism. 

The  evening  designated  for  an  out¬ 
standing  evangelistic  witness  is  Tues¬ 
day,  May  30.  The  service  will  be  held 
in  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Shreveport  with  members  of  the 
conference  Board  of  Evangelism  pre¬ 
siding  and  with  Bishop  Edward  Gon¬ 
zales  Carroll  preaching.  Bishop  Carroll 
will  be  presented  by  his  long-time  per¬ 
sonal  friend.  Bishop  Crutchfield. 

Bishop  Carroll  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Morgan  State  College,  Yale 
Divinity  School,  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  and  Columbia  University. 
He  was  ordained  an  elder  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  1935  and  served  par¬ 
ishes  in  Maryland,  New  York,  Virgin¬ 
ia,  and  West  Virginia.  He  served  as  a 
chaplain  in  the  armed  services  has 
taught  at  Morgan  State  College,  and 
was  three  times  a  district  superinten¬ 
dent. 

He  was  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Mar¬ 
vin  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Silver  Spring,  Maryland,  when 
he  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
July,  1972,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
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Dedication  at 
Moss  Bluff 
Sunday 

The  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District,  will  officiate  at  a  Service  of 
Dedication  planned  for  the  11  a.m. 
worship  hour  at  Moss  Bluff  United 
Methodist  Church,  Sunday,  April  8. 
The  church  was  organized  in  1957, 
under  the  leadership  of  its  present  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Rex  Squyres  (pow  in  his 
sixth  year  as  pastod,  with  a  charter 
membership  of  31  members. 

Indebtedness  on  all  of  the  church 
property,  including  church  and  par¬ 
sonage,  has  been  liquidated.  The  first 
unit  of  the  church  was  erected  in  1958 
during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Alvin 
P.  Smith.  The  parsonage  was  built  in 
1959  while  the  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bow- 
don,  Jr.  was  pastor. 

Following  the  Sunday  Service  of 
Dedication  lunch  will  be  served  at  the 
church,  with  open  house  at  the  par¬ 
sonage  from  2  p.m.-5  p.m. 

An  invitation  is  extended  to  all 
members,  former  members  and  friends 
to  attend  the  dedication  ceremonies  and 
the  open  house.  Charter  members  will 
receive  special  recognition. 


Meetings  for  Lay 
and  Associate 
Pastors  set 

by  Cecil  Bland 

The  United  Methodist  Discipline 
makes  certain  requirements  of  those 
ministers  who  have  not  attended  sem¬ 
inary  in  preparation  for  their  pastor¬ 
ates,  but  have  served  in  a  lay  pastor 
relationship  to  the  Conference.  These 
men  and  women  are  termed  “Asso¬ 
ciate  Members”  and  “Lay  Pastors”  . of 
the  Conference. 

Each  spring,  as  the  Conference  year 
draws  to  a  close,  and  as  the  time  for 
the  Annual  Conference  Session  nears, 
interviews  are  held  with  these  men  and 
women  to  determine  their  progress  in 
an  official  course  of  study  designed  to 
upgrade  their  educational  standing. 
This  course  of  study  includes  corres¬ 
pondence  courses  and  part-time  atten¬ 
dance  at  a  selected  United  Methodist 
Seminary.  In  the  case  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  the  Seminary  is  Per¬ 
kins,  located  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  in  Dallas,  Tex. 

Those  pastors  having  an  Associate 
Member  or  Lay  Pastor  relationship  to 
the  Louisiana  Conference  must  attend 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


VJ  liL 


sSs  lToO 

^  ci.*;oo  lia 


A  message  from  our  bishop 

Dear  Louisiana  Methodists: 

The  month  of  April  is  an  important  month  not  only  because  it  embraces 
Passion  Sunday,  Palm  Sunday,  Holy  Week  and  the  Celebration  of  the 
Resurrection,  but  also  because  it  gives  United  Methodists  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  demonstrate  the  faith  that  these  great  days  represent.  I  re¬ 
fer  specifically  to  the  offering  for  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  As 
all  of  you  know,  this  is  authorized  offering  through  which  UMCOR  re¬ 
ceives  money  for  its  program.  United  Commission  on  Relief  does  not 
receive  any  money  from  World  Service  to  carry  on  its  mission  out¬ 
reach  .  It  is  entirely  dependent  on  this  April  offering  from  the  churches . 
Sometime  during  the  month  of  April  we  trust  that  every  congregation  in 
Louisiana  will  send  some  expression  of  its  faith  in  our  witness  for 
Christ  through  the  relief  of  suffering  by  a  local  and  sacrificial  offering 
to  this  cause.  One  way  to  help  build  a  broken  world  is  to  do  the  works 
of  love  and  mercy.  This  is  an  opportunity. 

Take  your  offering .  Send  it  to  Dr .  Cooke  in  Shreveport,  labeled 
"UMCOR  -  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing . " 


Bishop  Copeland  to  deliver  1973 


C.  L  Jones  Memorial  Lectures 


Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Copeland  of  the 
Houston  Area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  deliver  the  C.  I.  Jones 
Memorial  Lectures  at  Rayne  Memorial 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  which  begin 
Sunday,  April  8  and  continue  through 
Tuesday,  April  10.  Bishop  Copeland 
will  be  the  12th  episcopal  leader  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  have 
this  distinction.  Bishop  Crutchfield  was 
the  lecturer  for  last  year’s  series. 

The  lectureship  was  established  in 
the  summer  of  1948  in  memory  of  the 
late  Clarence  Ira  Jones,  by  his  widow, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwalla- 
der. 

Bishop  Copeland’s  theme  will  be: 
“The  Renewal  of  Our  Christian  Af¬ 
firmation.”  The  Sunday  lectures  will 
begin  at  10:50  a.m.  when  he  will 
preach  on  the  subject:  “I  Affirm  the 
Gospel”;  the  7:30  p.m.  sermon  topic 
will  be,  “I  Affirm  Salvation  for  To¬ 
day.” 

Other  lectures  will  be  presented  at 


the  following  times  and  will  deal  with 
the  subjects  which  follow;  Monday, 
April  9,  10:30  a.m.  —  “I  Affirm  the 
Faith”;  7:30  p.m.  —  “I  Affirm  the 
Presence  and  Power  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it”;  Tuesday,  April  10,  10:30  a.m. — 
“I  Affirm  Inner  Peace  is  the  Will  of 
God”;  7:30  p.m.  —  “I  Affirm  the  Mis¬ 
sion  of  the  Church.” 

Bishop  Copeland,  born  to  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  John  Wesley  Copeland  in 
Bexar,  Arkansas,  spent  most  of  his 
childhood  and  youth  in  Texas,  where 
his  father  was  a  Methodist  minister. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University  in  Dallas,  Tex.  and 
received  his  theological  training  at 
Garrett  Theological  Seminary  in  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.  In  addition  he  has  been  hon¬ 
ored  with  doctoral  degrees  from  South¬ 
western  University,  Nebraska  Wesle¬ 
yan  University,  and  Southern  Metho¬ 
dist  University. 

The  lecturer  has  been  a  delegate  to 
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Methodist  Home  Hospital  Board  asking 
Conference  approval  for  status  change 


{Reprinted  from  New  Orleans  Time 
Picayune,  Wednesday,  March  21 
issue.) 

The  executive  board  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Home  Hospital  of  New  Orleans, 
long  a  maternity  home  for  unwed 
mothers,  voted  unanimously  Wednes¬ 
day,  March  21st  to  become  an  emer¬ 
gency  receiving  and  caring  unit  for 
abused,  deserted  or  neglected  youth. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  will 
also  provide  facilities  for  up  to  12 
adolescent  girls  “in  need  of  protection 
or  with  other  types  of  problems.” 

The  vote  on  the  charter  change 
came  during  an  almost  two-hour  meet¬ 


ing  at  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital, 
a  non-profit  corporation  located  at 
815  Washington  Ave. 

Final  approval  on  the  charter  mod- 
ification  must  be  given  by  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Mnual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  which  will  meet  in 
the  last  week  of  May  at  ShreveporL 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Mayo,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board,  expressed  confi¬ 
dence  that  the  charter  change  will  be 
granted. 

Mayo,  who  is  pastor  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Metairie,  said  if  the  Louisiana  Annual 
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Shreveport  District  Conference 


Chilly,  windy  March  weatherdid  not  deter  the  churchmen  shown  here  from  attending 
the  Shreveport  District  Conference  held  at  North  Highlands  Church  Sunday,  March 
25.  Dr.  DeWitt  M.  Ginn  presented  the  devotional  message  in  which  he  likened 
the  love  of  God  to  a  love  affair  between  a  man  and  a  woman.  He  stated  that  once 
a  person  comes  into  this  relationship  with  God,  it  is  not  a  realized  goal,  but  a 
continuing,  growing  process  that  lasts  through  life. 


(Left  to  right)  The  Rev.  Lonnie  M. 
Sibley,  host  pastor  and  secretary  of  the 
Shreveport  District  conference,  presents 
Mrs.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Mrs.  Carl  Lueg, 
and  the  Rev.  Ray  Holt.  Dr.  Carl  F. 
Lueg,  district  superintendent,  who  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  conference,  is  shown  in 
background.  Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn  re¬ 
ported  to  the  conference  on  the  progress 
of  the  Conference  Structure  Study  Com¬ 
mittee. 
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HOME  HOSPITAL 


Baton  Rouge 
District  Conference 


Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn,  director  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  Office,  reports 
to  Baton  Rouge  District  Conference 
during  Saturday  afternoon,  March  24 
session  on  progress  of  the  Conference 
Structure  Study  Committee,  and  con¬ 
cerning  the  new  format  for  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  session  in  May. 


Mrs.  Gloria  Chapman  (left)  representing 
the  district  Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 
and  Mrs.  Helen  Brock  (right)  the  WSCS 
present  the  new  United  Methodist 
women’s  organization. 


The  Rev.  William  McCutcheon  demon¬ 
strates  Curricu-Phone  by  talking  to 
Nashville  editors  about  the  new  Bible 
studies  for  youth  and  adults  in  United 
Methodist  curriculum,  during  district 
conference. 


Two  of  the  newest  seminary  grads  in  the 
district,  the  Rev.  Don  Avery  (left), 
Neely  Church,  and  the  Rev.  Bob  Bur¬ 
gess,  Slaughter  and  Bluff  Creek 
churches  led  the  worship  service.  Dr. 
D.  L.  McGuire,  district  superintendent, 
presided  over  the  conference  which 
despite  a  six-inch  rain  drew  represen¬ 
tatives  from  41  of  the  42  charges  in  the 
district.  Twenty-one  churches  in  the 
district  reported  building  programs, 
purchase  of  property  or  renovations. 
Other  major  emphases  included  the 
Southern  University  Wesley  Foundation 
Building  Fund  and  Key  73. 
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Boston  Area,  which  includes  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  and  eastern  Connecticut. 

Bishop  Carroll  resides  in  Brookline, 
Mass.,  with  his  wife,  Phenola,  and 
their  daughter,  Nansi.  Their  married 
son  and  his  wife  reside  in  Columbus, 
O.,  with  the  two  Carroll  grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Carroll  will  accompany  her 
husband  to  the  session  of  the  annual 
conference.  Bishop  Carroll  will  make 
one  or  two  other  appearances  at  the 
conference  in  connection  with  his  visit 
here,  and  Mrs.  Carroll  will  be  honored 
v/ith  various  social  festivities.  It  will 
be  a  privilege  for  our  conference  to 
meet  tliis  distinguished  preacher  of  the 
gospel. 

t 
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ASSOCIATE/  LAY 

the  meeting  indicated  below  that  is 
closest  to  their  home. 

Wednesday,  April  11:  LaPlace  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  LaPlace,  Louisi¬ 
ana 

10  a.m.  Pastors  from  the  Baton 
Rouge  District 

I  p.m.  Pastors  from  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  District 

Thursday,  April  12:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Hammond,  Louisi¬ 
ana 

10  a.m.  Pastors  from  the  Hammond 
District 

Tuesday,  April  24:  Louisiana  Mem¬ 
orial  United  Methodist  Church,  Ope¬ 
lousas,  La. 

10  a.m.  Pastors  from  the  Lake 
Charles  District 

II  a.m.  Pastors  from  the  Natchi¬ 
toches  District 

1  p.m.  Pastors  from  the  Alexandria 
District 

2  p.m.  Pastors  from  the  Lafayette 
District 

Thursday,  April  26:  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  1-20  Highway,  Rus- 
ton.  La. 

9  a.m.  Pastors  from  the  Shreveport 
District 

11  a.m.  Pastors  from  the  Ruston 
District 

1  p.m.  Pastors  from  the  Monroe 
District 

All  attending  these  sessions  should 
have  the  following  material  with  them, 
or  may  send  it  before  the  meeting. 

1.  Record  of  work  doAe  on  the 
Course  of  Study  during  the  Conference 
year  1972-1973. 

2.  Send  transcript  of  college  credits 
to  Assistant  Registrar  (see  below). 

3.  Recommendation  of  District  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Ministry. 

4.  Candidates  for  Associate  Mem¬ 
berships  must  bring  a  medical  repeat 
(your  expense).  Forms  may  be  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  Assistant  Registrar.  A  writ¬ 
ten  sermon  and  doctrinal  statement; 
contact  the  Committee  Chairman  (see 
below)  for  details;  this  is  a  new  disci¬ 
plinary  requirement. 

5.  Request  your  counseling  elder  to 
send  a  statement  to  the  Assistant  Regis¬ 
trar  evaluating  your  ministry. 

6.  Those  planning  retirement,  please 
notify  the  Revs.  Alfred  Pollar  or  Angus 
Carruth. 

Committee  Chairman:  Rev.  George 
Sherman,  Box  656,  Patterson,  La. 
70392  (504-395-5333). 

Assistant  Registrar:  Rev.  Alfred 
Pollar,  3900  Clermont  Drive,  New  Or^ 
leans.  La.  70122  (504-949-5517). 


Conference  gives  its  approval,  the 
phase-out  of  Methodist  Home  Hospi¬ 
tal  as  a  maternity  home  should  be 
completed  by  June  1  and  the  facility 
would  assume  its  new  functions  soon 
thereafter. 

The  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  facility  for  the  past 
nine  years,  said  that  at  present  there 
are  only  three  unwed  mothers-to-be 
in  residence  and  they  are  expected  to 
deliver  by  March  31. 

The  home  can  handle  more  than  30 
girls  at  a  time,  he  said.  The  trend  of 
decline  in  the  number  of  unwed  moth¬ 
ers  in  homes  like  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  is  nationwide,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Midyett  said. 

He  said  their  are  four  other  insti¬ 
tutions  in  New  Orleans  providing 
services  for  unwed  mothers  similar  to 
those  at  Methodist  Home  Hospital. 

Miss  Sally  Matlock,  social  work 
consultant  to  the  home,  said  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  contraceptives,  an  easing  of 
abortion  laws  in  the  United  States,  and 
a  change  in  the  nation’s  social  mores 
has  resulted  in  a  large  drop-off  in  the 
number  of  unwed  mothers  in  need  of 
the  services  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
has  provided  in  the  past. 

Miss  Matlock  explained  that  the 
social  stigma  attached  in  the  past  to 
being  an  unwed  mother  is  no  longer 
as  strong. 

Before  the  vote,  Haynes  L,  Harkey 
Jr.,  a  Monroe  attorney  and  member 
of  the  board,  said  there  were  no  legal 
obstacles  involved  in  the  charter 
change. 

The  charter  was  also  amended  so 
that  the  board  of  directors  will  be 
composed  only  of  members  from  Lou¬ 
isiana,  thus  relieving  the  two  Missis¬ 
sippi  Conferences  from  membership 
and  that  the  Jackson  area  be  relieved 
from  financial  responsibility  to  the 
home  beyond  the  1973  conference  in 
Shreveport. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  of 


New  Orleans  will  only  serve  the  city 
and  surrounding  parishes  under  the 
modified  charter. 

Before  the  decision  was  reached  to 
turn  the  home  into  a  receiving  and 
caring  unit  for  abused,  deserted  or 
neglected  youth,  other  options  were 
considered,  according  to  the  Rev.  Jolly 
B.  Harper,  or  Opelousas,  who  headed 
the  facility’s  special  study  committee. 

These  included  turning  the  facility 
into  a  home  for  the  aged;  nursing 
home;  ministerial  retreat;  referral  ser¬ 
vice;  hospital  for  abortion  operations, 
and-or  a  counselling  center  for  those 
planning  abortions. 

The  home  has  been  operated  by  the 
Methodist  Church  for  the  benefit  of 
unwed  mothers  since  1918. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To:  All  Concerned 
From:  Cecil  Bland,  Conference 
Chairman 

Subject:  PRE-CONFERENCE 
REPORTS 

You  are  reminded  that  April  1, 1973 
is  the  deadline  for  your  report  to  be 
included  in  the  PRE-CONFERENCE 
REPORTS  to  be  in  the  Conference 
Office  in  Shreveport. 

PLEASE,  if  you  have  not  already 
sent  your  report  in,  mail  it  in  as  soon 
as  possible.  These  reports  are  put,  in 
the  booklet  as  they  come  in. 

The  office  requires  several  weeks 
to  print  and  assemble  these  books, 
AND  mail  them  to  the  pastors  and  lay 
members.  As  you  know,  even  first  class 
mail  takes  a  number  of  days  to  reach 
its  destination,  and  we  would  like  to 
have  the  booklets  in  the  hands  of  the 
pastors  and  lay  members  in  time  for 
their  being  at  the  District  Lay  Mem¬ 
ber  Training  Sessions  in  the  first  part 
of  May. 

Thank  you. 
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p  (^€4t  tdito%i€U 

by  Henry  A.  Rickey 

Pastor,  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church, 

New  Orleans 


^^riving  in  the  Colorado  moun¬ 
tains  several  years  ago,  we  saw 
signs  reading,  “Beware  of  Falling 
Rocks!”  This  is  a  hazard  of 
mountain  driving  that  no  pre¬ 
caution  can  avoid.  Your  rate  of 
speed  has  little  to  do  v.'ith  it,  nor 
your  skill  as  a  driver,  nor  the 
condition  of  your  tires.  The  haz¬ 
ard  is  there  and  there  is  nothing 
you  can  do  about  it.  This  is  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  troubles  in  life,  which 
no  caution  can  avoid,  and  which 
have  nothing  to  do  with  your 
conduct.  Insurance  people  call 
them  “Acts  of  God.”  When  they 
come,  they  come,  and  that’s  that. 
Since  we  cannot  prevent  them, 
what  should  be  our  attitude  to¬ 
ward  these  troubles? 

A  common  attitude  is  worry, 
unbecoming  as  it  is  to  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  A  timid  soul,  seeing  one  of 
these  signs,  would  look  anxiously 
for  overhanging  boulders.  If  he 
saw  one,  he  might  want  to  turn 
around  if  he  could  and  drive 
back.  If  he  decided  to  risk  it,  and 
drive  on,  he  would  continually 
worry  lest  one  of  those  rocks 
break  loose  and  crash  down  on 
him  and  his  car.  But,  what  good 
would  worrying  do?  It  wouldn’t 
hold  the  rock  up  there,  in  place. 
The  worrying  of  the  driver  has 
no  effect  on  the  rock,  only  on 
the  driver. 

Few  people  realize  how  de¬ 
structive  worry  is.  It  plays  havoc 
with  life.  It  ruins  digestion,  inter¬ 
feres  with  sleep,  and  shortens  our 
tempers.  The  twins,  anxiety  and 
tension,  bring  on  high  blood 
pressure,  heart  disorders,  and  ner¬ 
vous  problems.  Ask  a  doctor.  He 
will  tell  you  that  the  patient  who 
is  apprehensive,  retards  his  own 
recovery.  We  might  live  longer 
and  enjoy  it  more  if  wc  could 
adopt  the  philosophy  of  an  old 
Southern  Negro:  “When  I  works, 
I  works  hard.  When  I  sets,  I  sets 
loose,  and  when  I  worries,  I  goes 
to  sleep.”  (That  is  priceless.) 

Jesus  had  much  to  say  about 
this  very  thing.  “Take  no  thought 
for  the  morrow,”  that  is,  no  an¬ 
xious,  troubled  thought.  Don’t 
worry  about  tomorrow,  “for 
which  of  you  by  worrying  can 
add  one  cubit  to  his  stature?” 
Fretting  about  your  lack  of  inch¬ 
es  will  not  increase  them.  Worry 
reduces  your  ability  to  handle 
your  problems.  There  is  a  dis¬ 
tinction  between  thoughtful  con¬ 
sideration  and  useless  fretting  that 
destroys  your  peace  of  mind, 
takes  away  your  appetite  and 
leaves  you  sleepless  and  miser¬ 
able.  It  is  this  useless  fretting  that 
I  have  in  mind.  I  know  a  psy¬ 
chiatrist  who  has  made  money. 


The  Problem  of  Falling  Roeks  Matthew  6.T9-34 


quoting  from  a  seminary  profes¬ 
sor:  “God  grant  me  the  serenity 
to  accept  the  things  I  cannot 
change,  courage  to  change  the 
things  I  can,  and  wisdom  to 
know  the  difference.” 

If  you  are  a  mature  Christian, 
your  worrying  is  not  only  futile 
— it  is  sinful.  Worry,  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian,  is  sin.  Christ  defined  worry 
as  a  lack  of  trust  in  God.  What 
about  these  rocks  that  might  fall 
cn  us,  anywhere  along  the  road? 
The  way  to  deal  with  them  is  the 
way  of  faith,  faith  in  the  presence 
and  the  purposes  of  God — faith 
in  the  promises  of  God  —  and 
faith  in  the  power  of  God  to  re¬ 
inforce  us.  As  our  faith  grows 
stronger,  we  can  be  freer  from 
fear. 

Many  of  the  tensions  in  mod¬ 
ern  life  are  because  we  are  un¬ 
willing  to  accept  situations  which 
are  beyond  our  control.  When  we 
resist  what  we  cannot  change,  we 
add  to  our  inner  tensions  and 
that  is  what  does  the  damage. 

We  plan  a  vacation  trip.  Then, 
suddenly  someone  in  the  family 
gets  sick  and  we  have  to  post¬ 
pone  it.  Outwardly,  we  keep 
our  cool,  but  inside  wc  may  boil 
with  resentment  and  self-pity. 
The  plane  is  delayed,  and  we 
miss  our  connection.  We  fume, 
glaring  at  our  watches.  Break¬ 
fast  gets  off  to  a  bad  start,  and 
the  household  is  thrown  out  of 
gear,  frustration  and  resentment 
send  us  banging  and  slamming 
through  the  house.  The  day  your 
desk  is  piled  the  highest,  your 
secretary  is  sick  and  cannot  come 
to  work.  You  fume  and  your 
blood  pressure  mounts.  Common 
sense  tells  you  to  accept  what 
you  cannot  change,  and  make  the 
needed  adjustments.  You  know 
you  should  cooperate  with  the  in¬ 
evitable.  There  are  so  many 
things  in  life  beyond  our  control 
that  a  wise  person  says,  “God 
willing,  I  will  do  this,  or  that.” 
This  is  not  mock  piety  —  it  is  a 
frank  recognition  of  life,  and  our 
helplessness  in  certain  situations. 
Rocks  will  fall  —  we  don’t  know 
when,  or  where.  Worrying  does 
not  help. 

Jesus  never  promised  to  shield 
us  from  trouble.  He  said,  “In 
this  world,  you  will  have  tribu¬ 
lation,”  but  he  did  not.stop  there.. 
He  added,  “But  be  of  good  cheer 
—  I  have  overcome  the  world, 
and  so  can  you.”  When  rocks 
fall,  it  is  no  help  to  reject  your 
faith  and  fling  away  in  angry  re¬ 
bellion  all  you  once  held  dear. 
For  in  God’s  name,  where  will 
you  go?  To  what  else  can  you 


cling?  You  may  not  understand 
what  happened,  or  why  —  but 
that  is  no  reason  to  throw  it  all 
away.  If  Christ  is  right,  there  is 
a  loving  purpose  in  life,  though 
our  tear-filled  eyes  may  not  see 
it  at  the  time.  There  is  reason 
in  God’s  universe,  and  that  rea¬ 
son  must  be  good,  for  God  is 
good.  As  long  as  you  are  living 
in  the  sunshine,  it  is  easy  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  God  is  a  God  of  love. 
When  the  shadows  come,  you 
must  believe  it,  for  you  have 
nothing  else  to  hold  on  to. 

How  does  a  Prophet  know  that 
God  will  never  forsake  us,  or 
leave  us?  How  does  a  Psalmist 
know  that  the  broken-hearted 
and  afflicted  will  be  comforted? 
Because  the  Prophet  and  the 
Psalmist,  themselves,  have  had 
dark  days  and  lonely  nights.  They 
themselves  have  gone  through  it. 
They  know  what  it  is  like,  and 
they  know  the  answer.  Before 
Christ  left,  he  promised,  “I  will 
send  you  a  Comforter,  who  will 
abide  with  you  forever.”  Those 
whose  hearts  have  been  broken 
and  need  comfort,  know  how  true 
that  is. 

In  the  time  of  calamity,  in  days 
and  nights  of  sorrow  and  trouble, 
the  presence,  the  sufficiency,  and 
the  sympathy  of  God  grow  sure 
and  wonderful.  It  is  then  we  find 
the  Grace  of  God  sufficient  for 
our  needs  —  for  every  problem 
and  difficulty,  every  broken  heart 
and  human  sorrow.  Only  in  time 
of  bereavement  do  we  begin  to 
understand  the  meaning  of  Im¬ 
mortality.  On  days  when  the  sun 
shines  through  the  beautiful  win¬ 
dows,  and  the  birds  are  singing, 
we  think  we  believe  it  —  but, 
wait  until  we  stand  at  the  edge  of 
an  open  grave;  then  we  know 
what  faith  means. 

In  the  New  Testament,  you 
hear  about  the  Father’s  House, 
with  many  mansions,  or  “Today 
you  shall  be  with  me  in  Para¬ 
dise.”  Do  we  believe  that?  Then. 


let  us  act  like  we  believe  it.  Let 
us  live  like  Christians,  so  we  may 
die  like  Christians,  with  a  song 
in  our  hearts  and  a  light  on  our 
faces,  as  we  catch  a  glimpse  of 
tbe  Beyond.  Those  we  love  are 
with  the  Lord  —  and  the  Lord 
has  promised  to  be  with  us,  nev¬ 
er  to  leave  us,  or  forsake  us. 
“Behold,  I  am  with  you  always.” 
If  they  are  with  Him,  and  He  is 
with  us,  they  cannot  be  far  away. 
The  Christian  believes  we  will 
meet  again  in  the  new  and  larger 
life,  never  again  to  part.  Mean¬ 
while  .  .  .  troubles  may  come, 
rocks  may  fall  —  how  shall  we 
deal  with  them? 

Tbe  oyster  has  learned,  by  the 
will  of  God,  to  turn  a  grain  of 
sand  into  a  pearl,  a  cruel  misfor¬ 
tune  into  a  blessing,  pain  and  dis¬ 
tress  into  beauty.  Here  is  our  les¬ 
son.  The  Grace  of  God  can  en¬ 
able  us  to  make  our  troubles  the 
pearls  they  can  become.  It  is  no 
mere  figure  of  speech  to  say  that 
one  enters  heaven  through  pearly 
gates.  One  enters  fully  into  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  threugb 
gates  that  are  bedecked  with 
pearls.  Every  pearl,  at  one  time, 
was  a  trouble,  a  pain,  a  heart¬ 
ache,  a  misfortune,  which,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  has  been  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  thing  of  beauty  and 
a  joy  forever. 

Rocks  may  fall  on  your  life. 
You  cannot  hope  to  be  insulated 
from  trouble.  Jesus  was  not.  But 
through  faith  in  God,  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  live  victoriously, 
in  spite  of  falling  rocks.  It  is  not 
enough  for  the  Christian  to  en¬ 
dure  bravely.  A  Stoic  can  do  that. 
It  is  not  enough  to  keep  a  stiff 
upper  lip.  Whistling  in  the  dark 
is  not  really  bravery.  With 
enough  Faith,  we  can  go  forward, 
singing  in  the  rain,  knowing  that 
somehow,  things  will  work  out 
for  good,  if  we  love  God  enough. 
We  might  even  make  a  pearl  out 
of  our  pain. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


“Through  God’s  providential  ordering  of  history  we 
have  come  to  a  time  when  the  choice  between  life 
and  death,  blessing  and  curse,  has  become  inescapa- 
able.  Our  world  today  is  a  single  society,”  the  Rev. 
Albert  S.  Cooper  declared  upon  his  induction  as 
moderator  of  the  Free  Church  Federal  Council  in 
London.  “There  exists  now  a  universal  interdepen¬ 
dence,”  he  continued,  “which  embraces  all  the  na¬ 
tions  and  peoples  of  mankind,  and  which  makes 
the  solution  of  the  problem  of  living  together  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  utmost  urgency.”  A  Presbyterian,  Mr. 
Cooper  succeeds  as  moderator  Dr.  Trvonwy  Morgan, 
a  Methodist. 

The  International  Congress  on  World  Fvango- 
lization  will  convene  J^y  16-25,  1974  in  Lau¬ 
sanne,  Switzerland,  a  10-day  conclave  that  is 
expected  to  bring  together  some  3,000  evangel¬ 
ic^  leaders  from  many  nations,  who  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  propose  of  the  Congress  to  evan¬ 
gelize  the  world  by  the  end  of  this  century,  27 
years  from  now.  In  preparation  for  the  event 
a  call  has  been  issued  to  “all  Christians — indi¬ 
vidually,  as  families,  m  prayer  groups,  in 
church  congregations”  —  to  become  prayer¬ 
fully  involved.” 

An  interreligious  organization  in  New  York  — the 
Appeal  of  Conscience  Foundation  —  has  urged  the 
State  Department  to  appoint  a  rabbi  to  serve  along 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  chaplains 
at  the  U.  S.  embassy  in  Moscow.  Officials  of  the 
foundation  made  the  recommendation  following  a 
visit  of  the  seventh  interfaith  delegation  it  has  sent 
to  the  Soviet  Union  since  formation  of  the  Founda¬ 
tion  in  1965. 

“Isn’t  it  about  time  that  we  stop  spreading  bad 
news  and  start  demonstrating  the  Good  News 
of  the  Gospel  —  the  Gospel  of  Liberation?” 
the  Rev.  Franklin  D.  Graham,  told  the  New 
York  City  Council  of  Churches  annual  general 
assembly  meeting.  The  black  United  Church  of 
Christ  clergyman  who  became  program  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Council  on  Feb.  1,  quoted  a  friend 
who  told  him:  “Some  people  have  become  so 
addicted  to  bad  news  that  if  there  were  none 
— they  would  have  to  invent  some!” 

“Any  person  who  is  in  politics  lives  in  a  tension  be¬ 
tween  ‘man's  politics’  and  ‘God’s  politics,’  ”  and 
neither  can  be  neglected,  Wesley  Michaelson  —  an 
aide  to  Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield  —  told  a  dinner  meet¬ 
ing  group  made  up  largely  of  government  officials. 
The  “great  danger”  for  those  active  in  political  life, 
he  said,  is  that  “we  operate  totally  within  the  realm 
of  man’s  politics  and  exclude  what  is  the  will  of 
God  for  the  people,  nation  and  world,  that  we  tend 
to  think  the  politics  of  God  are  just  remote  ideals 
that  never  enter  into  everyday  life,” 

A  recent  poll  among  freshmen  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Maryland  revealed  that  more  students 
agreed  than  disagreed,  by  a  ratio  of  3  to  1, 
with  the  statement,  “Belief  in  God  is  important 
to  my  life.”  Thirty-one  per  cent  of  the  fresh¬ 
men  believe  ‘in  a  personal  God  who  answers 
prayer,”  32  per  cent  “in  a  Supreme  Being,”  11 
per  cent  ‘in  a  spirit  of  life,”  13  per  cent  “that 
there  are  spiritual  forces  outside  of  man,”  and 
11  per  cent  “that  a  person  lias  only  his/her 
own  resources  to  call  on.”  Most  of  the  partici¬ 
pating  freshmen  (4  to  1)  felt  there  was  a  life 
after  death. 
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The  city  of  Kabul,  capital  of  Afghanistan,  is  repor¬ 
ted  to  have  ordered  the  only  Protestant  church  in 
the  country  demolished  and  is  trying  to  oust  an 
undetermined  number  of  foreign  church  workers. 
According  to  reliable  sources  a  front  wall  of  the 
Community  church  was  demolished  on  Feb.  25,  in 
preparation  for  the  complete  destruction  of  the  buil¬ 
ding,  finished  in  1965  and  estimated  to  be  worth 
$100,000.  The  church  serves  foreign  expatriates, 
diplomats,  tourists  and  a  small  Western  business 
community. 

Some  300  Catholic  and  Protestant  ecumenical 
leaders  ^thered  in  Toledo  for  the  annual  Nat’l. 
Ecumenical  Workshop.  Serving  as  chairman  of 
the  planning  committee  was  tiie  Rev.  Donald 
Strobe,  a  Unhed  Methodist  pastor  in  Ann  Ar¬ 
bor,  Mich.  Principal  speaker  at  plenary  ses¬ 
sions  were  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  professor  at  Boston  University  and  Dr. 
Robert  Barry  of  Loyola  University,  Chicago, 
who  spoke  on  “American  Civil  Religion.”  The 
ecumenical  emphasis  for  the  meeting  included 
extensive  discussion  of  Christian-Jewish  rela¬ 
tions. 

Cracking  down  on  the  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages, 
rather  than  emphasizing  rehabilitation  programs,  has 
been  advocated  for  fighting  the  spread  of  alcohol¬ 
ism  by  Mrs.  Fred  J.  Tooze,  president  of  the  Nat’l. 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union. 

The  people  who  were  saying  God  is  dead  have 
found  a  new  area  in  which  to  be  “prophets  of 
doqm,”  said  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden,  whose 
area  embraces  Arizona,  part  of  Nevada,  South¬ 
ern  California  and  Hawaii.  “Now,”  he  was 
quoted  as  saying,  “they  are  in  the  ecology 
movement  and  saying  the  world  is  going  to  die.” 

A  tax  study  commission  in  North  Carolina  has 
recommended  that  all  property  owners,  including 
churches  and  religious  groups,  be  required  to  list 
their  property  and,  if  exempt  from  taxes,  jus¬ 
tify  their  exempt  status.  Proposed  revisions  in  the 
tax  laws  would  require  churches  and  others  seeking 
tax-exempt  status  to  qualify  under  constitutional  pro¬ 
visions  that  their  property  be  held  “for  educational, 
scientific,  literary,  cultural,  charitable  or  religious 
purposes.” 


The  annual  convention  of  the  American  Assn, 
of  School  Administrators,  meeting  in  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.  was  told  by  a  religious  studies  scho¬ 
lar  that  although  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  has 
forbidden  “devotional  acts”  in  public  schools, 
its  1962  prayer  decision  encouraged  the  study 
of  religion  in  public  schools.  James  K.  Uphoff, 
co-director  of  the  Public  Education  Religion 
Studies  Center  at  Wright  Slate  University,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  noted  that  five  states  are  now  cer¬ 
tifying  teachers  in  religion  for  the  public  schools. 

Religious  Heritage  of  America,  Inc.,  an  inter-faith, 
non-profit  organization,  is  currently  involved  in 
plans  for  its  23rd  annual  Awards  Ceremonies  and 
Leadership  Conference  which  honors  outstanding 
Americans  who  have  made  significant  contributions 
to  the  religious  life  of  the  country.  Kenneth  L.  Han¬ 
sen,  executive  vice  president,  taking  note  of  the 
number  of  returned  POW’s  who  have  testified  that 
their  faith  in  God  helped  them  survive  their  years 
in  prison  camps  of  North  Vietnam,  sees  the  testi¬ 
monies  as  yet  another  indication  that  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  America’s  rich  and  diverse  religious  heritage, 
and  its  broader  application  to  all  areas  of  American 
life  are  of  utmost  importance. 

Archbishop  Ralph  Dean,  former  executive  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  world  Anglican  Communion,  said 
In  Toronto  that  unless  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  moves  away  from  policies  which,  he 
asserted,  equate  salvation  with  social  justice  it 
will  lose  the  backing  of  “conservative” Churches. 

The  Nat’l.  Education  Assn,  has  asked  the  U.  S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  to  overturn  a  lower  court  decision  ap¬ 
proving  New  York  state’s  program  of  tax  benefits 
for  parents  of  private  and  parochial  school  children. 
Contending  this  tax  plan  is  a  violation  of  the  First 
Amendment’s  mandate  for  separation  of  church  and 
state,  the  NEA  brief  states  that  nearly  93  per  cent 
of  children  attending  non-public  schools  in  New 
York  are  in  schools  operated  by  churches  or  other 
religious  groups,  with  the  majority  in  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  schools.  For  this  reason,  it  argues,  the  tax  plan 
is  unconstitutional  because  it  benefits  a  “limited 
class  of  taxpayers”  consisting  predominantly  of  par¬ 
ents  who  have  exercised  a  particular  religious  pre¬ 
ference. 
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Dr.  Clarence  H.  Mannasmith  (left),  new  manager  of  Heifer  Project  Inter¬ 
national’s  (HPI)  Fourche  River  Ranch  near  Little  Rock,  shown  with  Willis 
McAlpin,  recently  retired  ronch  manager,  as  the  latter  prepares  to  make 
delivery  (for  which  he  volunteered)  of  truckload  of  gift  cattle  to  Sioux  In¬ 
dians  near  Wounded  Knee,  in  South  Dakota.  Dr.  Mannasmith,  a  United 
Methodist  and  one  of  the  nation’s  outstanding  veterinarians,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  College  of  Veterinary  Medicine,  Iowa  State  University,  at  Ames. 

He  hos  for  many  years  filled  important  posts  at  local,  state,  jurisdictional 
and  national  levels  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  In  1966  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  lay  delegate  to  the  World  Methodist  Conference  in  London.  Last 
year  he  was  a  delegate  to  General  Conference  in  Atlanta.  For  several 
years  Dr.  Mannasmith  has  represented  the  Board  of  Laity  of  the  Iowa  Con¬ 
ference  as  co-director  of  HPI. 
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Robert  L.  Hart,  chairman 
of  Key  73’s  Phase  V, 
chats  with  the  Rev.  Sale 
Lilly,  pastor  of  Jefferson 
United  Methodist  Church 
and  Father  Lyle  Hitzman, 
associate  pastor  at  St. 
Thomas  More  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  planners 
for  the  seminar  held  at 
Holiday  Inn  in  North 
Baton  Rouge. 


Key  73  Strategy  Seminar  held 


Approximately  80  Key  73  leaders 
from  over  the  state  heard  Dr.  Gaius 
H.  J.  Thibodeaux,  the  principal  speak¬ 
er  for  the  Key  73  strategy  seminar 
held  in  Baton  Rouge,  as  he  addressed 
a  luncheon  meeting  on  the  topic, 
“Jesus  Christ — Our  Only  Hope  In  A 
Broken  World.” 

The  seminar  was  one  of  36  sche¬ 
duled  across  the  continent  providing  a 
festival  of  action  resources  for  those 
participating  in  the  effort  to  bring  Jesus 
Christ  to  every  person  in  North  Amer¬ 
ica. 

The  seminar  was  planned  by  Rob¬ 
ert  L.  Hart,  a  Baptist  director  of  evan¬ 
gelism  and  church  growth  and  chair¬ 
man  of  Key  73’s  Phase  V.  The  Rev. 
Sale  Lilly,  pastor  of  Jefferson  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
state  promotion  chairman  of  Key  73 
presided  over  the  seminar. 


Dr.  Thibodeaux,  a  former  mission¬ 
ary  in  South  America  and  the  West 
Indies,  a  writer  of  a  daily  inspirational 
message,  and  a  leader  in  evangelical 
work,  said,  “Jesus  Christ  as  the  Gos¬ 
pel  is  our  only  hope  for  the  binding 
of  an  all-inclusive  fellowship. 

“He  sets  the  pattern  by  which  all 
denominations  can  find  common 
grounds  to  fulfill  their  Christian  wit¬ 
ness.  He  is  our  only  hope  in  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  sharing  in  the  reign  of 
righteousness,”  concluded  Dr.  Thibo¬ 
deaux. 

Presentations,  information  on  the 
distribution  of  Bible  leaflets,  slides, 
and  other  media  information  were  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  seminar  to  stress  a  great¬ 
er  awareness  of  Key  73’s  developing 
program. 
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Standing  before  pipes  of  new  organ  dedicated  at  University 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  during  March  18  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  are:  (left  to  right)  the  Rev.  Harvey  Williamson,  district 
superintendent;  Penn  Morgan,  associate  minister;  Lamar  Robert¬ 
son,  director  of  music;  Mrs.  Marjorie  Lunn,  chairman  of  organ 
committee;  Mrs.  Helen  Harris,  organist;  the  Rev.  Kenneth  R. 
Reed,  senior  minister,  and  the  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Hammond  District  and  former  pastor  of  University 
Church.  The  1,800-pipe  organ  was  designed  and  constructed 
by  the  Zimmer  Organ  Company.  Ross  Wood,  sophomore  organ 
major  at  SMU  in  Dallas  presented  the  evening  dedicatory  reci¬ 
tal  and  on  Sunday,  April  1,  Mrs.  Harris  gave  a  recital.  More 
pipes  are  to  be  added  in  the  near  future  to  complete  the  instal¬ 
lation  for  a  total  value  of  $50,000. 


The  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  with  members  of  Latch  Key  Club  which 
he  organized  to  help  African  families  cope  with  family  pressures. 


Louisianan  serving  London  Mission 


(We  are  indebted  to  the  Public 
Relations  Office,  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.  for  the  article  which  fol¬ 
lows.) 

Friends  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  be  interested  to  know  that  The 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  formerly  of 
Opelousas,  Louisiana,  and  still  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  is  cur¬ 
rently  serving  for  two  years  in  the 
Methodist  East  End  Mission  in  Lon¬ 
don,  England.  Chris  and  his  wife,  Glo, 
have  been  there  since  Chris’  gradua¬ 
tion  from  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy  last  May. 

A  recent  newsletter  of  the  87-year- 
old  Methodist  Mission  featured  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information  about  Chris  and 
his  work: 

“For  five  years  the  Mission  has 
maintained,  with  the  help  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Missionary  Society  and  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Society  of  the  British  Council  of 
Churches,  a  Community  Relations 
Worker  in  the  person  of  a  Methodist 
Minister  of  the  United  Church  of 
America.  The  first  Minister  to  hold 
this  role  was  Rev.  Eugene  Morse,  who 
did  a  great  deal  of  pioneer  work  to 
help  the  Bengali  population,  number¬ 
ing  some  11,000,  in  Spitalfields.  This 
work  was  ably  continued  by  Rev. 
Denny  Silk,  who  maintained  relation- 
'ships,  acting  as  catalyst,  at  a  time  when 
the  Bengali  nation  was  being  born  out 
of  bloodshed  in  East  Pakistan. 

Now  the  third  occupant  of  this  job, 
the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  has  made  a 
good  start  to  the  development  of  this 
work.  These  three  young  Ministers 


have  all  come  as  graduates  from  Saint 
Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City, 
United  States.  Chris  and  Glo,  his  wife, 
live  on  the  Mission  premises,  and 
operate  among  the  Bengali  community 
and  the  Commonwealth  Student  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Society  at  Bekesboume  Build¬ 
ing  ,  which  houses  scores  of  West  Afri¬ 
can  students  and  their  families,  and 
assists  in  Mission  activities,  in  particu¬ 
lar  the  Social  Studies  Centre.  Glo  An¬ 
drews  is  a  teacher  in  one  of  the  Step¬ 
ney  Primary  Schools. 

Chris,  who  spends  a  great  deal  of 
his  time  with  the  BengaH  population 
in  Stepney,  has  recently  started  a 
‘Latch  Key’  Club  which  is  designed  to 
assist  children  and  parents  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  Students’  Children’s  So¬ 
ciety  block  of  flats,  which  is  very  neat 
the  Mission  headquarters.  Most  of  the 
parents  in  this  block  of  flats  are  from 
West  African  countries  and  are  stu¬ 
dents.  The  ‘Latch  Key’  Club  provides 
activities  for  children  between  the  ages 
of  6  and  12  years  when  the  children 
would  otherwise  be  at  risk.  Parents  are 
at  college  and  university,  and  there 
needs  to  be  a  bridge  in  action  between 
school  homecoming  and  when  the  par¬ 
ents  can  get  down  to  the  business  of 
preparing  the  evening  meal.  Many  of 
the  families  of  the  Commonwealth 
Children’s  Society  join  the  Mission  for 
worship  and  other  activities,  and  are 
more  than  grateful  for  this  Mission 
facility.” 

Chris  received  his  B.A.  degree  from 
Louisiana  Tech  in  Ruston,  and  his 
Master  of  Divinity  from  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  1972. 
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SYMPATHY  IS  EXTENDED  to  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Poole,  wife  of  the  pastor  of 
Napoleon  Avenue  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans,  for  the  recent  loss  of 
her  brother  by  drowning. 

ARGENTINA  WAS  THE  SUBJECT 
when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Midlani 
spoke  in  First  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
on  Sunday  evening,  March  25.  The 
Midlams  lived  in  Buenos  Aires  for  five 
years,  returning  to  Lake  Charles  last 
November. 

A  SPRING  FESTIVAL  of  Music  for 
Youth  is  scheduled  for  Friday,  April 
6,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Gueydan.  Don  Cottrill 
of  the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  will  be  the  speaker.  The  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Peterson  will  be  host  pastor. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  HOUMA,  had  as 
guest  preacher  the  Rev.  Joe  Rountree 
of  the  Houma  Heights  Church,  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  April  1,  while  the  Rev. 
Jerome  Cain  was  holding  a  revival  at 
Istrouma  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  The  Rev.  J.  Taylor  Wall 
is  the  Istrouma  minister. 

THE  POLLOCK  United  Methodist 
boys’  basketball  team  played  in  the 
Natchitoches’  tournament,  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  that  city,  on  March  16  and 
17.  The  team,  coached  by  George 
Davidson,  played  Mangum  on  Friday 
and  Baton  Rouge  on  Saturday.  The 
Rev.  E.  M.  Dill,  the  Pollock  minister, 
termed  their  sportsmanship,  dress  and 
deportment  as  outstanding. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  yoiu:  homes. 

Apr.  8 — Sunday  Mark  14:22-42 

Apr.  9 . Mark  13:1-13 

Apr.  10  . Mark  13:24-37 


Apr. 


11 . 

.Mark  : 

12 . 

. John 

13 . 

..John 

14 . 

...John 

15 — Sunday.. 

Luke 

16:1-33 


Lt.  Col.  Bruce  G.  Seeber,  at  left,  whose  wife  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Monroe,  was  honored  at  the  8:30  service,  Sunday,  March 
11.  Shown  with  Lt.  Col.  Seeber  are  his  wife  Jane  and  their  daugh¬ 
ters  Suzie  and  Sally.  In  back  are  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  Crichlow,  Jr.,  First  Church  ministers.  Lt.  Col.  Seeber 
was  interned  in  a  prisoner  of  war  camp  in  North  Vietnam  for  seven 
years,  four  months,  and  recently  returned  to  his  home  in  West 
Monroe.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Union  Church  in  Meta- 
mora,  Illinois. 


f 

> 


CORRECTION 

We  have  been  requested  to  make 
the  following  correction: 

“Our  Easter  Literature  states  that  a 
person  must  still  be  21  to  sign  a  con¬ 
tract  or  a  marriage  license.  WRONG! 
Two  eminent  judges  say,  ‘Eighteen.’ 
Our  apologies. 

— Methodist  Children’s  Home” 
t 

A  SERIES  ON  DRUG  ABUSE  was 
featured  on  Sunday  evenings.  Mar.  25 
and  Apr.  1,  in  St.  Paul’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Monroe.  Dr.  Eugene 
Watkins  and  students  from  Northeast 
Louisiana  School  of  Pharmacy  presen¬ 
ted  slides,  demonstrations,  and  ex¬ 
hibits  The  Rev.  James  Stovall  is  the 
St,  Paul  minister. 


Dr.  W.  F.  Brooks  (left)  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Rice  sample  pieces  of  cake  and 
Mrs.  Ralph  Kimball  cuts  a  slice  for  Mrs.  Brooks  (seated)  during  a  covered 
dish  dinner  on  March  25  when  Vinton  Church  members  honored  Dr.  Brooks 
upon  his  90th  birthday.  AT  RIGHT:  W.  B.  Pickett’s  84th  birthday  was 
also  noted. 


DR.  BROOKS  HONORED 
AT  VINTON 

The  Vinton  United  Methodist 
Church  paid  tribute  to  one  of  its  oldest 
and  most  loyal  members  on  Sunday, 
March  25  when  some  130  people  hon¬ 
ored  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Brooks  at 
the  morning  worship  service. 

Dr.  Brooks,  who  retired  from  his 
medical  practice  in  1959  after  serving 
Vinton  as  a  physician  for  almost  50 
years,  had  his  90th  birthday  on  March 
30  and  the  church  was  helping  him 
celebrate  the  event. 

Tributes  were  paid  to  Dr.  Brooks 


by  Ralph  Kimball  and  Mrs.  Bernice 
Lynch.  On  behalf  of  the  church,  the 
Rev.  Joe  Rice  presented  the  Brooks 
with  an  engraved  Bible.  The  covered 
dish  dinner  which  followed  the  service, 
featured  a  large  appropriately  decora¬ 
ted  birthday  cake. 

In  addition  to  the  recognition  from 
his  church.  Dr.  Brooks  was  honored 
by  the  town  of  Vinton  when  Mayor 
Raywood  LeMaire  declared  March  25- 
31  as  “Dr.  W.  F.  Brooks  Week.”  The 
doctor  served  at  one  time  on  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  executive  committee  and  has 
been  a  leader  in  many  civic  movements 
during  the  past. 


SPIRITUAL  RENEWAL  WEEK  in 
Minden,  April  1-5,  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  Minden  Ministerial  Alliance  and 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 
Dr.  Louis  H.  Evans,  Sr.,  former  pastor 
of  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Holly¬ 
wood,  Calif.,  and  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes, 
Is  the  leader  for  the  week  with  meet¬ 
ings  being  held  in  the  Civic  Center. 


Dr.  Gaston  Foote,  distinguished  min¬ 
ister,  author  and  lecturer,  now  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Brite  School  of  Divinity, 
TCU,  Ft.  Worth,  will  be  the  speaker 
for  the  Holy  Week  revival  at  First 
Church,  Lafayette.  Jerry  Ross, 
Shreveport,  will  lead  the  singing.  The 
Rev.  Jerry  Means  is  pastor. 


Shown  at  the  Hodge  Church  dedication  of  memorials  are,  from  left  on  front 
row:  Mrs.  John  Conville,  Mrs.  T,  W.  Williams,  Mrs.  James  Love,  Mrs. 
Allen  Earle  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Knoblock.  The  men  are  W.  P.  Newman,  Jr.,  the 
Rev.  Edward  Thomas,  Dr.  S.  D.  Buford,  the  Rev.  Fred  A.  Mead,  Bobby 
Earle  and  Dr.  A.  E.  McKeithen. 


HODGE  CHURCH  DEDICATES 
RECENT  MEMORIALS 

Recent  memorial  gifts  to  First  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  of  Hodge  were 
dedicated  on  Sunday  morning,  March 
11. 

The  Rev.  Edward  W.  Thomas, 
superintendent  of  the  Natchitoches 
District,  brought  the  appropriate  mes¬ 
sage  for  the  hour  and  officially  dedi¬ 
cated  the  gifts.  Dr.  A.  E.  McKeithen, 
chairman  of  the  Commission  of  Trus¬ 
tees,  received  the  gifts  in  the  name  of 
the  church.  He  expressed  appreciation 
and  pledged  care  and  responsibility  for 
the  gifts. 

A  window  in  the  sanctuary  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  T.  W.  Williams  in 
memory  of  Billie  Lane  Collinsworth. 
A  large  table  in  the  fellowship  hall  was 
presented  by  Mrs.  W.  P.  Newman  in 


memory  of  W.  P.  Newman.  W.  P. 
Newman,  Jr.,  made  the  presentation. 
Furnishings  of  the  nursery  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  Bobby  Earle  in  memory  of 
Charles  Luther,  Jr.  Offering  plates 
were  given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Marticl 
Michaud  and  presented  by  Mrs.  Char¬ 
les  Earle.  Furnishings  of  Junior  Sun¬ 
day  School  class  room,  book  cases  and 
three  dozen  upholstered  chairs  for  the 
fellowship  hall  were  presented  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  W.  H.  Buford  by  “Skippy”  Bu¬ 
ford.  Two  coat  racks  were  presented 
in  memory  of  E.  G.  Knoblock  by  Mrs. 
E.  G.  Knoblock.  A  credenza  in 
the  foyer  of  the  sanctuary  was  pre¬ 
sented  in  memory  of  Sgt.  James  Love 
by  Mrs.  James  Love.  A  large  Allen 
organ  was  presented  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Martiel  Michaud,  Mrs.  Mabel  Et- 
ter,  and  Mrs.  Tom  Maddox  by  Mrs. 
John  Conville. 
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>EVV  IBERIA  WOMEN 

study  new  structure 

Women  of  the  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  of  New  Iberia  held  an 
Open  Meeting  on  Monday,  March  26, 
to  present  to  all  Methodist  Women 
the  plans  for  the  new  structure  “Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Women.” 

The  evening  began  with  fellowship 
and  a  covered  dish  meal,  after  which 
Mrs.  Ken  Nowell,  as  TV  announcer 
“Lois  Lane”  presented  the  TV  spe¬ 
cial  “Do  Your  Own  Thing”.  “Lois 
Lane”  introduced  as  hostess  for  the 
evening  “Jackie  Far”,  Mrs.  B.  E.  Fox, 
Sr.  After  “Jackie’s”  monologue,  she 
proceeded  to  introduce  her  special 
guests  for  an  interview:  Mrs.  Fred 
S.  Flurry,  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Cates, 
and  Mrs.  Vera  Williams.  The  “Think 
Jankers”  were  questioned  by  “Jackie” 
on  the  many  aspects  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  such  as;  Why  Change? 
Where  do  existing  circles  and  guild 
fit  in?  What  about  mission?  What  are 
links?  What  about  pledging? 

During  the  station  breaks,  entertain¬ 
ment  was  by  a  group  of  women  sing¬ 
ing  “Who  are  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en”  During  other  station  breaks,  a  par¬ 
ade  of  women  went  across  the  stage 
carrying  posters  inscribed  with  the 
many  opportunities  for  service  in  the 
church  and  in  the  community. 

“Jackie  Far”  went  down  into  the 
audience  to  interview  some  of  the 
women  there  who  had  already  been  in¬ 
volved  in  special  interest  “links.”  Mrs. 
Webon  Campbell  spoke  on  “Prayer 
Links”;  Mrs.  Werner  Ammann  on 
“Art”;  Mrs.  David  Graff  “Crafts”; 
Mrs.  Charles  Allen  “Sunday  School 
Teachers”;  Mrs.  Albert  LeMaire 
“Community  Action  Service”;  Mrs. 
Tucker  Thibodaux  “Circles”;  Mrs. 
George  Patin  spoke  on  “Visitation”; 
Mrs.  Arthur  Land  “Communication 
Preparations”  and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Daugh- 
enbaugh  spoke  on  “Great  Books  and 
Programs.” 

After  the  TV  program.  Mrs.  Vera 
Marcell  led  the  group  in  buzz-sessions 
with  everyone  given  the  opportunity  to 
make  suggestions  as  to  “interest  links.” 
The  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  by 
Mrs.  Robert  Cates  who  led  the  croup 
in  singing  “Blest  Be  The  lie^fhat 
Binds.” 


S  Mrs.  Vernon  R.  Thompson  is  shown 
5  seated  otthe  worship  setting  arranged 
I  for  the  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial 
program  held  bythe  Wesleyan  Service 
^  Guild  in  the  Tallulah  United  Meth¬ 
yl  odist  Church.  An  Agape  Meal  was 
served  after  the  program. 
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ECUMENICAL  PRE-MARRIAGE 

conference  held 

IN  LECOMPTE 

The  Central  Louisiana  Ministerial 
Association  sponsored  an  Ecumenical 
Pre-Marriage  Conference,  Sunday  af¬ 
ternoon,  March  25th  in  the  Commun¬ 
ity  Room  of  the  Guaranty  Bank  Build¬ 
ing  at  Lecompte.  Specialists  spoke  ort 
Various  aspects  of  problems,  complexi¬ 
ties  and  responsibilities  which  come 
with  the  assuming  of  marital  vows. 

Dr.  R.  G.  Masterson,  who  specializes 
in  obstetrics  and  gynecology,  spoke  on 
the  physical  aspects  of  marriage.  Other 
speakers  were  David  Welch,  a  certi¬ 
fied  social  worker  with  the  Family 
Service  Agency,  who  spoke  on  psy¬ 
chological  aspects;  William  Ledbetterj 
an  attorney,  dealt  with  legal  matters; 
Frank  Daniel,  insurance  salesman, 
made  a  presentation  on  finance,  and 
the  Rev.  Nolan  Pipes,  Episcopal  clergy¬ 
man,  focused  his  remarks  on  spiritual 
aspects  of  marriage. 

Married  couples  from  Pineville  Park 
Baptist,  St.  James  Episcopal,  St. 
James  Roman  Catholic,  Newman  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist,  and  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  Lecompte  met  with 
the  engaged  couples  during  a  small 
group  discussion  period. 

The  Rev.  William  Spiller  Milton, 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Lecompte, 
served  as  chairman  of  the  planning 
committee  for  the  event.  Plans  are  now 
underway  for  a  second  conference  to 
be  held  six  months  from  now, 
t 


MER  ROUGE  WOMEN  REPORT 

Members  of  the  Mcr  Rouge  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  met 
at  the  church  recently  in  observance  of 
the  Week  of  Prayer  and  Self-Denial. 

Mrs.  Scott  Buatt  presented  the  pro¬ 
gram  section  on  “Our  Life  Together: 
A  Pilgrimage,”  and  “The  Past:  History 
and  Heritage.”  Mrs.  Larry  Robertson 
gave  “The  Present:  Confusion,  Confes¬ 
sion  and  Community,”  following  which 
an  Agape  Meal  (love  feast)  was  shared. 
Mrs.  Shelby  White  presented  “The 
Future:  Vision  and  Hope.”  The  offer¬ 
ing  received  was  for  leadership  train¬ 
ing  for  women  overseas  and  mission 
renewal  in  the  United  States, 
t 


NEW  DAY  CLASS 
CELEBRATES  ANNIVERSARY 

The  New  Day  Sunday  School  Class  in 
the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Church  at  Bogalusa  recently  noted  its 
fifth  year  of  service  at  a  steak  dinner 
party  in  the  Robert  Simmons  home. 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Irving  were 
guests,  along  with  Huey  Powe  who  en¬ 
tertained  at  the  piano  and  led  singing. 

The  class  has  several  projects,  in¬ 
cluding  monthly  support  of  an  orphan 
in  Brazil,  participation  in  the  Thousand 
Club  church  building  program,  assist¬ 
ing  youth  with  their  Mini-Explo  73 
this  spring,  hosting  the  family  night 
supper  in  March,  and  memorial  fund 
contributions. 

Gary  Holcomb,  Jr.  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent.  Other  officers  are  Gill  DeHuff, 
Audrey  Smith  and  Pat  Branch.  Merlin 
Duke  is  their  regular  teacher,  but  Ester 
Hammond  is  teaching  a  ten-week 
course  on  Luke,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Key  73  study  program. 


DR.  JOHNS  NAMED 
PASTOR  EMERITUS 

Dr.  H.  LeRoy  Johns  was  installed 
as  Pastor  Emeritus  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  at  the  Sun¬ 
day  morning  worship  service,  March 
1 1 .  Participating  in  the  service,  along 
with  the  pastor.  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddic, 
were  the  associate  minister,  the  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr.;  the  Rev.  Clyde 
C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  district  superintendent; 
A.  D.  Williams,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board;  and  W.  W.  Bul- 
ler,  chairman  of  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

At  the  service.  Dr.  Johns  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  diploma,  lettered  by  his 
granddaughter  Susan,  who  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Johns,  and 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Pey¬ 
ton,  III,  associate  minister  of  First 
Church,  Alexandria. 

Dr.  Johns  served  as  Monroe  District 
superintendent,  1934-38;  as  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Monroe,  1952-55;  and 
as  interim  pastor  in  1967. 

t 

A  SPIRITUAL  GROWTH  Retreat 
was  held  for  members  of  the  Monroe 
District  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 
The  ladies  met  at  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  at  Northeast  Louisiana  University 
on  Saturday,  March  31.  Mis.  llaaict 
Dunl.ap  of  Shreveport  was  the  leader. 

A  MOTHER-DAUGHTER  Banquet 
will  be  held  in  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Shreveport  on  April 
17.  The  program  will  feature  girls 
modeling  in  a  style  show.  The  event 
will  be  narrated  by  Mrs.  Georgene 
Strain  and  her  daughter. 

WOMEN  OF  LAKE  VIEW  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden  will  cele¬ 
brate  the  merging  of  the  Women’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  at  a  covered  dish 
supper  on  Monday,  April  9.  Guest 
speaker  will  be  Mrs.  Mary  Caldwell, 
president  of  Ruston  District  United 
Methodist  Women. 

“WOMEN’S  ROLE  IN  The  Church” 
was  the  subject  when  The  Rev.  Lynne 
Morrison,  chaplain  at  Baptist  Hospi¬ 
tal,  New  Orleans,  spoke  to  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  of  Napoleon  Avenue 
Church,  April  3. 

MALLALIEU  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  of  St.  Martinville  Was  host  to 
the  WSCS  Sub-District  III  meeting  on 
March  25.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Atkinson,  Laf¬ 
ayette  District  president,  gave  the  pro¬ 
gram  on  “Understanding  the  New  Or¬ 
ganization.’’ 


FIRST  CHURCH,  LAKE  CHARLES 
TO  HOLD  FIRST  ANNUAL 
FESTIVAL  OF  ARTS 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lake  Charles  is  sponsoring  its  first 
Annual  Festival  of  Arts  during  the 
period  between  April  11-14.  The  fes¬ 
tival  has  been  opened  to  include  the 
work  of  artists  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  Lake  Charles,  West- 
lake,  Sulphur  and  Moss  Bluff. 

The  exhibit  will  include  a  special 
grouping  of  works  portraying  the  indi¬ 
vidual  artist’s  concept  of  “Easter.”  The 
entry  judged  best  in  this  group  will  be 
purchased  by  the  church  and  placed 
on  display  in  an  appropriate  location 
on  the  premises. 

The  five-day  event  will  feature  spe¬ 
cial  programs  of  music  and  dance  in 
addition  to  other  art  on  exhibit.  Art¬ 
work  will  include  sculpture,  paintings, 
collage,  and  graphics  in  various  me¬ 
dia,  and  photography. 

Mrs.  Edward  Steiner  is  Festival 
Committee  chairman.  The  Rev.  George 
F.  Pearce,  Jr.  is  senior  minister, 
t 

SALLIE  LOU  MacKINNON 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Miss  Sallie 
Lou  MacKinnon,  83,  a  missionary  and 
Methodist  mission  executive  for  38 
years,  died  March  16  at  the  Brooks 
Howell  Home,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Miss  MacKinnon  served  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  China  from  1917  to  1932, 
teaching  in  Huchow  and  then  serving 
as  principal  of  McTyeire  School  Jn 
Shanghai.  In  1932  she  became  adminis¬ 
trative  secretary  of  Foreign  Work, 
Woman’s  Section,  of  the  mission  board 
of  the  Southern  church.  After  union  of 
three  branches  of  Methodism  in  1939, 
she  was  secretary  of  Woman’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service  mission  work  in 
Africa,  China  and  Europe  during  16 
years.  After  her  retirement  in  1955,  a 
chapel/social  hall/library  was  named 
in  her  honor  at  a  girls’  hostel  in  Um- 
tali,  Rhodesia. 

Born  in  Maxton,  N.  C.,  Miss  Mac¬ 
Kinnon  was  educated  at  Randolph 
Macon  Woman’s  College,  Lynchburg, 
Va.,  where  she  received  the  bachelor 
of  arts  degree;  Duke  University,  N.C., 
where  she  received  the  master’s  degree, 
and  Columbia  University,  New  York, 
and  Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  she  did  post-graduate  study. 

Surviving  are  a  sister,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Thorne,  Roanoke  Rapids,  N.  C.,  and 
a  nephew.  The  funeral  service  was 
March  19  at  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Maxton. 

t 


Officers  of  the  Lake  Ar¬ 
thur  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  are  shown.  From 
left;  Mrs.  Wybra  Mack, 
president;  Mrs.  Aubrey 
Wade,  vice  president; 
Mrs.  Dewey  Clayton, 
secretary;  Mrs.  William 
Solston,  treasurer;  and 
Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot, 
coordinator. 


PAGE  SEVEN 


7^e  SuK€l€t,(f  Sc^mC 


(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  —  March,  April  and  M<^  —  under  the  general 
topic:  "‘Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.'*) 


LESSON  FOR  APRIL  15:  Jesus  Christ  Is  King 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Zechariah  9:9-10; 
John  18:33-37;  Philippians  2:5-11,  Revelation 
19:11-16 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Let  aU  the  house  of 
Israel  know  assuredly,  that  God  hath  made  that 
same  Jesus,  whom  ye  have  crucified,  both 
Lord  and  Clirist.  Acts  2:36) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  consider  the  meaning 

of  Christ’s  Kingdom  in  the  woild  today. 

♦  *  ♦ 


“The  whole  multitude  of  the  disciples  began  to 
rejoice  and  praise  God  with  a  loud  voice  for  all  the 
mighty  works  that  they  had  seen;  saying,  “Blessed 
be  the  King  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.” 
This  was  the  first  Palm  Sunday.  No  doubt  the 
cynics  were  saying,  “Poor,  deluded  people.  Do  they 
know  that  this  man  whom  they  are  honoring  is 
headed  for  trouble  with  the  authorities;  that  he  will 
soon  be  arrested,  given  a  sham  trial  and  turned  over 
to  the  Roman  officials  and  that  Pilate  will,  no  doubt, 
sentence  him  to  death!”  But  he  was  a  King,  for  all 
that.  Only,  his  Kingdom  was  not  of  this  world.  The 
first  disciples,  including  the  Twelve,  had  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  accepting  the  fact  that  he  had  no  thought 
of  overthrowing  the  Roman  regime  and  of  restoring 
the  Kingdom  of  David.  Had  they  not  read  the  prom¬ 
ise  of  this  kind  of  revolution  in  the  prophecy  of  Zech¬ 
ariah?  In  the  Book  of  Daniel  is  the  promise,  “His 
dominion  is  an  everlasting  dominion  and  His  King¬ 
dom  that  which  will  not  be  destroyed.”  This  was  the 
kind  of  a  Kingdom  the  multitude  was  expecting. 
When  it  became  apparent  to  them  that  Jesus  had 
refused  to  engage  in  a  political  revolution  the  crowd 
forsook  him.  It  is  altogether  likely  that  some  of  them 
were  in  the  mob  at  Pilate’s  court  a  few  days  later 
and  joined  in  the  shout,  “Crucify  Him.” 

4:  «  * 

FALSE  CONCEPTIONS  OF  THE  KINGDOM 

And  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that,  fol¬ 
lowing  his  temptation  and  during  the  period  of  soli¬ 
tude  while  he  was  determining  the  course  of  his 
ministry,  Jesus  was  tempted  to  devote  himself  to  re¬ 
storing  this  kind  of  Kingdom.  “And  the  devil  took 
him  up,  and  showed  him  all  of  the  Kingdoms  of  the 
World  in  a  moment  of  time,  and  said  to  him,  ‘To 
you  I  will  give  all  this  authority  and  their  glory;  for 
it  has  been  delivered  to  me,  and  I  give  it  to  whom 
I  will.  If  you,  then,  will  worship  me,  it  shall  all  be 
yours.’  And  Jesus  answered  him,  ‘It  is  written,  you 
shall  worship  the  Lord  your  God  and  Him  only 
shall  you  serve.’  ”  After  this  basic  decision  this  temp¬ 
tation  seems  never  to  have  troubled  him  again. 

But  the  disciples  had  won  no  such  victory.  Even 
after  the  resurrection  they  raised  the  question  again, 
“Lord  will  you  at  this  time  restore  the  Kingdom  to 
Israel?”  It  was  only  after  the  experience  of  Pentecost 
and  after  further  revelations  of  the  truth  that  they 
were  convinced  of  the  true  nature  of  the  Kingdom 
that  their  crucified  and  risen  Lord  had  come  to  es¬ 
tablish.  Until  this  new  conception  had  fully  cap¬ 
tured  their  minds  and  spirits,  they  were  not  ready 
to  begin  their  courageous  witness  to  the  reality  and 
final  triumph  of  the  true  Kingdom. 

But  as  Christians  and  Church  members  we  must 
shamefully  confess  that  this  was  not  the  last  time 
that  this  false  conception  of  the  Kingdom  has  arisen 
to  plague,  confuse,  and  obstruct  the  ministry  of  the 
Church.  The  first  serious  subversion  occurred  when 
the  Roman  Emperor  Constantine,  in  A.D.  313,  de¬ 
creed  Christianity  to  be  the  official  religion  of  the 
Empire.  Tljis  proclamation  was  hailed  by  many  at 


that  time  as  a  significant  step  toward  the  conquest 
of  the  world  for  Christ.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  so 
changed  the  concept  of  the  Kingdom  from  the  one 
that  Christ  had  revealed  that  for  generations  the  true 
witness  of  the  Church  was  hampered  by  the  image 
of  a  worldly  Kingdom.  Even  today  there  are  rem¬ 
nants  of  this  distortion  in  all  branches  of  the  Church 
and  this  is  a  peril  that  must  be  recognized  and 
avoided.  When  the  Church  forsakes  the  concept  of  it¬ 
self  as  a  Servant  Church  it  loses  its  appeal  to  the 
deeper  levels  of  man’s  nature  and  becomes  simply 
another  human  institution.  This  is  why  most  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  are  unalterably  opposed  to  an  es¬ 
tablished  or  state  controlled  church.  Such  a  church 
can  be  a  misrepresentation  of  the  mind  of  Christ 

and  a  barrier  to  the  growth  of  the  true  Kingdom. 

*  *  * 

THE  CENTRAL  THEME 

IN  CHRIST’S  MINISTRY 

If  you  should  search  the  record  of  the  ministry 
of  Jesus  for  its  central  theme  you  would  find  it  in 
his  proclamation  of  the  Kingdom.  Even  before  he 
began  his  public  ministry,  John  the  Baptist  was 
preaching  on  the  river  Jordan,  “Repent,  for  the 
Kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand.”  In  the  words  of  our 
day,  “Forsake  your  sins  and  turn  toward  God  for 
a  new  day  is  about  to  be  born.”  Jesus  made  this 
declaration  the  main  thrust  of  his  own  preaching  and 
teaching.  In  the  Gospels  the  phrase,  “Kingdom  of 
Heaven”  or  its  equivalent  appears  more  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  times.  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  says,  “The  King¬ 
dom  is  the  most  astonishing  proposal  ever  made  to 
the  mind  of  man.  It  is  universal  enough  to  take  in 
the  sum  total  of  human  relationships,  and  it  is  in¬ 
timate  enough  to  take  in  my  need.” 

How  shall  we  describe  the  Kingdom  in  terms 
that  will  make  its  revelance  to  our  day  apparent? 
One  thing  we  can  say  with  certainty  is  that  the 
Kingdom  is  around  us.  In  my  youth  there  was  a 
phrase  that  was  frequently  used,  “Building  the  King¬ 
dom.”  This  expression  reveals  a  basically  wrong 
conception  of  the  nature  of  the  Kingdom.  We  do  not 
“build”  it.  It  is  here  and  has  been  here  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  time  and  will  be  here  eternally.  We  can 
ignore  it,  misinterpret  it,  defy  it,  or  obey  it,  but  we 
can  neither  build  it  nor  destroy  it.  In  New  Testa¬ 
ment  phraseology,  we  can  receive  it.  The  writer  of 
the  Book  of  Hebrews  says,  “Let  us  be  grateful  for 
receiving  a  Kingdom  that  cannot  be  shaken.” 

There  is  prevalent  among  us  today  a  shallow 
type  of  thinking  which  regards  this  whole  idea  of 
the  Kingdom  as  a  piece  of  poetic  idealism.  It  is 
considered  by  many  to  be  a  kind  of  lovely  dream 
that  is  pleasant  and  cheering  to  those  who  can  enter¬ 
tain  it.  There  is  urgent  need  for  an  awakening  to 
the  fact  that  the  Kingdom,  which  according  to 
Scripture  is  “from  the  foundation  of  the  world,”  is 
the  expression  of  reality  itself.  It  can  be  disregarded 
for  a  time  but  it  must  ultimately  be  reckoned  with. 
It  cannot  be  manipulated  or  dominated  by  selfish 
designs  of  man  but  is  available  to  those  who  seek  it 
with  deference  and  humility.  Jesus  said,  “Blessed 
are  the  poor  in  spirit  for  theirs  is  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.” 

^  *  .t. 

THE  KINGDOM  WITHIN  US 

A  second  attribute  of  the  Kingdom  is  referred 
to  by  Jesus  in  a  conversation  with  the  Pharisees. 
When  they  asked  him  when  the  Kingdom  of  God 
was  coming  he  replied,  “The  Kingdom  of  God  is  not 
coming  with  signs  to  be  observed;  nor  will  they  say, 
‘Lo,  here  it  is’  or  ‘there’  for  behold,  the  Kingdom 
of  God  is  within  you.”  The  Kingdom  of  God  in  us 
—  “What  a  startling  thought!  When  this  Kingdom 


will  come  in  all  its  fullness  we  do  not  know.  But 
with  this  understanding  of  its  nature  in  mind  we  can 
be  sure  of  this:  how  ever  long  the  final  coming  may 
be  delayed  or  how  many  obstacles  may  be  obstruct¬ 
ing  it,  the  Kingdom  of  God  can  come  into  the  heart 
of  any  individual  at  the  very  moment  that  person 
meets  the  conditions  of  repentance  in  faith.  The 
kingdom  of  God  can  become  the  central  reality  in 
any  home  at  any  time  the  members  of  that  family 
open  the  door  to  its  coming  through  forgiveness, 
understanding,  and  love.  With  a  full  allowance  for 
human  imperfections,  we  have  all  known  small  com¬ 
munities  in  which  so  much  of  the  spirit  of  trust,  for¬ 
bearance,  and  unselfish  cooperation  was  evident  that 
it  could  truthfully  be  said,  “The  Kingdom  of  God 
is  here.”  It  is  places  like  this  that  give  us  a  foretaste 
of  what  life  will  be  like  when  the  spirit  of  the  King¬ 
dom  prevails  all  over  the  world. 

*  *  * 

THE  SUPREME  RESPONSIBILITY 
OF  THE  CHURCH 

A  third  characteristic  of  the  Kingdom  and  an 
extremely  important  one  to  be  kept  in  mind  before 
the  individual  Christian  and  before  the  corporate 
Church  is  this:  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  through  us, 
Jesus  said  to  his  disciples,  “You  shall  be  my  witness¬ 
es  in  Jerusalem  and  in  all  Judea  and  Samaria  and  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.”  This  is  why  evangelism  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  supremely  important  responsibility 
of  the  Church.  Instead  of  dealing  with  this  activity 
in  a  general  sort  of  way,  let  us  consider  .our  relation 
to  a  nation-wide  evangelistic  movement  which  is 
already  under  way.  I  refer  to  Key  ’73.  It’s  inclusive¬ 
ness,  its  objectives,  and  its  schedule  have  been  so 
well  publicized  in  more  than  a  hundred  denomina¬ 
tions  that  there  is  no  need  to  consider  them  here, 
It  is  in  order,  I  believe,  to  mention  three  results  that 
can  reasonably  be  hoped  for  from  this  united  endea¬ 
vor.  First,  it  will  be  an  encouraging  demonstration 
of  the  impact  for  good  upon  the  life  of  the  nation 
that  can  be  wrought  when  the  churches  work  to¬ 
gether.  Second,  it  should  deepen  the  realization  that 
true  evangelism  occurs  when  one  person  who  has 
had  a  genuine  experience  of  the  regenerating  love 
of  Christ  in  his  or  her  own  life  tells  this  experience 
to  another  who  needs  to  know  it.  Third,  when  this 
kind  of  witnessing  results  in  a  changed  life,  the  most 
dependable  nurture  and  growth  for  that  life  are 
found  in  fellowship  with  a  group  of  disciples  who 
arc  devoted  to  worship  and  service  of  the  living 
Lord.  This  is  a  good  tiihe  for  emphasizing  the  indis¬ 
pensable  place  of  the  local  congregation. 

It  would  be  most  unfortunate  if  Key  ’73  should 
be  thought  of  as  an  endeavor  that  is  geared  to  a  tinio 
schedule  of  the  year  to  be  completed  and  marked  up 
as  a  finished  undertaking  at  the  end  of  twelve 
months.  This  movement  must  be  regarded  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  emphasis  upon  a  dimension  of  the  Christian 
commitment  which  is  an  assignment  for  life. 

And,  so,  on  this  Palm  Sunday  we  can  once 
again  join,  in  spirit,  with  the  multitude  of  Pilgrims 
who  will  march  together  over  the  same  road  that 
Jesus  and  the  shouting,  expectant,  throng  traveled 
on  that  eventful  day. 


Ride  on,  ride  on,  in  majesty! 

Hark!  all  the  tribes  hosanna  cry; 

O  Savior  meek,  pursue  thy  road 

With  palms  and  scattered  garments  strowed. 

Ride  on,  ride  on,  in  majesty! 

In  lowly  pomp  ride  on  to  die; 

O  Christ,  thy  triumphs  now  begin 

O’er  captive  death  and  conquered  sin, 
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The  Vietnam  Vet  and  the  Church 


United  Methodist  churches  in  Flor¬ 
ida  are  showing  others  in  the  denomin¬ 
ation  how  the  church  may  help  the 
largest  group’  of  Americans  hurt  by 
the  war  in  Vietnam  —  the  veterans 
themselves. 

Under  the  coordinating  efforts  of 
the  Rev.  J.  Lloyd  Knox,  five  churches 
or  church  agencies  are  involved  in 
helping  Vietnam  veterans  get  an  edu¬ 
cation.  Associate  program  director  of 
Hispanic,  Town  and  Country  and  Ur¬ 
ban  Work  for  the  Florida  Conference, 
Mr.  Knox  hopes  to  line  up  a  total  of 
10  churches  or  church  groups  in  his 
area. 

More  than  50,000  veterans  are  back 
in  the  Miami  area,  having  returned  to 
civilian  status  at  the  rate  of  some  600 
each  month.  Seventy  percent  of  them 
belong  to  a  minority  group.  A  fourth 
are  without  a  high-school  diploma. 

Perhaps  a  remark  of  Larry  Mobley’s 
sums  up  the  situation.  A  Vietnam-era 
vet,  Mr.  Mobley  has  this  to  say:  “A 
lot  of  people  have  guilt  feelings  about 
the  .  .  .  Vietnam  veterans  .  .  .  and 
would  like  to  help  if  they  knew  a  way. 
Doing  something  through  their  church 
would  be  a  way.” 

To  date  Mr.  Mobley  has,  with  the 

iaid  of  his  assistants,  contacted  more 
than  700  veterans  in  Dade  County, 
"lorida,  and  put  116  in  school.  It  is 
^ot  easy,  according  to  one  assistant — 
/et  Jacob  Alexander  —  to  convince 
a  veteran  that  help  is  available  or  that 
he  should  take  advantage  of  it.  “When 
a  guy  has  been  a  man  and  out  on  his 
awn,”  he  explain^,'  “and  then  has  to 
come  home  and  live  like  a  boy  again 
with  his  parents,  simply  because  he 
doesn’t  have  a  job,  his  attitude’s  not 
good.  He  does  not  look  to  the  future, 
he  just  sees  how  it  is  now,  and  the 
now  is  bad.” 

How  bad  is  described  by  one  syn¬ 
dicated  newspaper  columnist,  Carl  T. 
Rowan,  this  way:  “They  return  to 
families  where  there  is  never  enough 
to  eat  or  wear,  and  where  a  doctor  is 
someone  you  see  in  a  dire  emergency. 
Because  they  are  jobless,  “they  are 
growing  more  bitter  toward  their  home¬ 
land  every  day.” 

That  bitterness  is  even  more  graphi- 
jcally  presented  by  Jerome  R.  Johns, 


By  Ruth  D.  Fuller 

an  ex-paratrooper  in  Vietnam  (now 
retired),  who  talked  with  William 
Raspberry,  syndicated  columnist  for 
the  Washington  Post. 

Said  erstwhile-Army-First-Sergeant 
Johns:  “Everytime  I  see  something  in 
in  the  paper  about  a  killing,  I  look  to 
see  if  it  was  done  by  a  Vietnam  vete¬ 
ran.”  He  used  to  take  the  IT-and-lS- 
year  olds  reaching  Vietnam  and  train 
them  how  to  kill.  Today  he  worries 
that  the  young  men  he  once  trained 
may  try  to  solve  a  problem  after  dis¬ 
charge  by  “pulling  a  trigger.”  Mf. 
Rowan  asked  how  that  might  be  pre¬ 
vented.  “Just  as  I  programmed  them 
to  kill,”  Mr.  Johns  answered,  “I  or 
somebody  like  me  will  have  to  pro¬ 
gram  them  not  to  kill.  I’m  not  talking 
about  running  from  psychologist  to 
psychiatrist  and  back.  I’m  talking  about 
something  like: 

“What  were  you?  Oh,  a  tank  driver. 
Well,  can  you  handle  a  heavy  truck? 
Good.  I’ll  phone  X  Company  and  see 
if  they  can’t  put  you  to  work  right 
away.”  - 

If  the  jobless  veterans  do  not  find 
work,  Mr.  Johns  is  afraid  “a  lot  of 
people  are  going  to  get  hurt.”  He  be¬ 
lieves  that  any  “stateside  killing”  will 
be  attributed  to  drug  addiction,  gotten 
in  Vietnam. 

“Uh,  uh,”  says  Mr.  Johns.  It’s  the 
Jerome  Johnses  who  taught  them  how 
to  kill,  and  nobody’s  giving  them  a 
chance  to  learn  anything  else.” 

So  far  Mr.  Knox,  in  his  area,  has 
agreements  with  the  Florida  Methodist 
Spanish  Ministry;  First  Church,  Mi¬ 
ami;  First  Church,  Coral  Gables;  Ken¬ 
dall  United  Methodist  Church;  and  the 
Specialized  Urban  Ministries  of  Ft. 
Lauderdale.  The  last-named  is  sup¬ 
ported  both  by  World  Service  Funds 
and  by  Conference  Advance  Specials. 
All  have  committed  themselves  to  a 
program  which  gets  their  membership 
involved  in  one  project  already  under¬ 
way  to  help  the  Vietnam  vet.  This  is 
the  Veterans  Education  and  Training 
Services  (VETS)  of  the  Greater  Miami 
Coalition  —  a  ministry  to  the  Viet- 
nam-Era  Veteran  by  the  Churches  of 
Dade  County.  It  represents  an  effort 
by  Vietnam  veterans  to  encourage  and 
enable  other  veterans  to  increase  their 
education  and/or  training. 


Aid  to  veterans  in  Miami  is  discussed  by  these  Outreach  workers,  them¬ 
selves  Vietnam  vets,  with  the  Rev.  J.  Lloyd  Knox,  associate  program 
•lirector  of  Hispanic,  Town  and  Country  and  Urban  Work  for  the  Florida 
Conference.  (Miami  Herald  photo) 
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Of  the  116  men  Mr.  Mobley  and  his 
Veteran-assistants  have  put  in  school, 

10  percent  are  in  high-school  pro¬ 
grams,  30  percent  are  in  a  junior  col¬ 
lege,  and  the  remainder  are  in  voca¬ 
tional  schools  or  on-the-job  training* 

Under  the  GI  Bill,  the  Vietnam 
veteran  —  if  single  —  receives  $175 
a  month.  Most  of  them  cannot  pay 
room,  board,  tuition  and  fees,  and  buy 
books  with  this  sum.  Most  have  a  hard 
time  getting  a  loan  from  the  bank  even 
though  the  government  guarantees  it. 
Henee  they  must  have  a  part-time  job. 

One  answer  which  VETS  has  found 
is  to  hire  veterans  on  a  half-day  basis 
as  “outreach  workers”  whose  job  it  is 
to  find  other  veterans,  tell  them  about 
their  rights,  and  encourage  them  to 
make  use  of  these  rights.  The  $2.80 
an  hour  they  earn,  when  coupled  with 
the  GI  Bill,  enables  the  outreach 
workers  to  go  to  school  themselves. 

As  Mr.  Knox  points  out:  “What 
most  Americans  don’t  understand  is 
that  the  GI  Bill  for  the  Vietnam  vete¬ 
ran  is  not  as  good  as  the  one  which 
provided  for  the  veteran  of  World  War 

11  and  of  Korea.  College  tuition  was 
provided  for  those  vets.  The  Vietnam 
vet  must  pay  it  out  of  his  monthly  al¬ 
lowance  and  that  sum  has  not  been 
increased  enough  to  cover  the  rise  in 
the  cost  of  living.” 

This  is  where,  in  Mr.  Knox’s  opin^ 
ion,  the  church  can  help. 

“We  ask  a  church,”  he  reports,  “to 
put  up  $600  a  year  for  one  veteran*. 
To  that  amount,  the  National  Council 
of  Churche,s  will  add  $200.  This  pro¬ 
vides  a  salary  for  the  veteran  who  will 
go  to  school  for  half  a  day  and  work 
half  a  day  as  an  outreach  worker  in 
VETS. 

“It’s  motivation  that  counts,”  says 
Mr.  Mobley.  “If  a  man  is  motivated, 
he’ll  ...  get  an  education  or  get  train¬ 
ed  and  take  advantage  of  his  oppor¬ 
tunities.  We  outreach  workers  motivate 
other  vets  by  our  example.” 

Under  this  proposal,  a  church  can 
select  the  veteran  qualifying  for  such 
assistance.  The  veteran  then  reports 
to  the  church  on  how  he  uses  its  fund, 
the  kind  of  grades  he  is  making,  and 
the  success  he  is  having  in  helping 
other  veterans. 

Another  attempt  at  ministry  to  the 
Vietnam  veteran  is  being  made  by  the 
NCC  Emergency  Ministries  Concern¬ 
ing  the  War,  whose  policy  committee 
represents  12  denominations.  Its  di¬ 
rector,  Richard  Killmer,  reports  that 
in  several  cities  churchmen  are  active 
in  attempting  to  develop  one-stop  vet¬ 
erans  centers  (similar  to  the  Seattle 
Veterans  Action  Center,  where  infor¬ 
mation  and  services  regarding  educa¬ 
tion,  employment,  drugs,  health,  and 
legal  areas  are  provided  by  Vietnam- 
era  veterans  themselves).  He  points  out 
that  “except  in  a  few  cases  .  .  .  the 
churches  of  America  have  ignored  the 
Vietnam  veteran.” 

On  college  campuses  other  ministers, 
are  encouraging  universities  to  develop 
special  college-preparatory  programs 
for  veterans,  to  make  admission  poli¬ 
cies  more  flexible,  and  to  gear  up  fi¬ 
nancial  and  counseling  offices  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  special  needs  of  the  vet¬ 
erans  once  they  arrive. 

Mr.  Knox  suggests  that  any  local 


church  or  district  interested  in  helping 
returning  Vietnam  veterans  write  to 
the  Office  of  Emergency  Ministries, 
Room  767,  National  Council  of 
Churches,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  N.Y.,  10027.  This  agency  will 
send  the  church  a  packet  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  may  even  follow  up  with  a 
visit  to  the  local  area. 

He  also  suggests  that  a  state  em¬ 
ployment  service  office  is  a  good  con¬ 
tact  since  all  returning  vets’  names  are 
submitted  to  these  offices.  He  recom¬ 
mends  contacting  local  colleges  to  see 
how  work-study  programs  might  be 
worked  out.  In  addition,  churches 
could  sponsor  a  LISTENING  TO 
VETERANS  DAY  where  churchmen 
and  veterans  together  could  discuss  the 
situation  of  the  Vietnam-era  veteran 
and  what  the  church’s  response  should 
be. 

As  one  veteran  says:  “Ameri¬ 
cans  must  not  forsake  those  who 
assumed  the  ultimate  responsi¬ 
bility  of  citizenship.  They  have 
a  large  stake  in  our  nation’s  future. 
And  we  have  an  equally  large  obliga¬ 
tion  to  insure  that  they  fully  share  in 
the  American  way  of  life.” 
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Time  to  Believe 

by  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

It’s  time  to  believe  that  we  can 
become! 

Persons  in  a  nation,  in  a 
church,  in  any  worthy  enterprise 
need  to  believe  that  we  can  be¬ 
come  something  better,  that  “the 
biggest  room  in  my  house  is  the 
room  for  improvement.” 

It’s  time  to  believe  that  we  can 
become  —  because  it  is  inherent 
in  the  gospel.  Over  and  over  the 
pages  of  the  New  Testament 
throb  with  the  affirmation  of 
“becomers.”  Indeed,  the  worst  of 
all  heresies  is  to  despair  of  man’s 
capacity  for  growth. 

Kenn  Rogers  claims  that  the 
major  crisis  of  middle  life  is  the 
willingness  to  give  up  on  becom¬ 
ing  what  one  once  dreamed. 
Some  choose  the  way  of  flight, 
which  often  is  characterized  by 
withdrawal,  by  habits  which 
harm  the  body  and  the  spirit.  Or, 
one  can  choose  to  fight,  to  strug¬ 
gle  more  earnestly  in  achieving 
something  worthwhile  for  man¬ 
kind. 

In  VanDyke’s  The  Other  Wise 
Man  Arteban  was  advised  to  go 
on  the  quest  for  the  promised 
King,  warned  at  the  same  time 
that  it  would  be  a  long  and  hard 
pilgrimage,  and  possibly  prove  to 
be  an  empty  search  —  “but  it  is 
better  to  follow  even  the  shadow 
of  the  best  than  to  remain  con¬ 
tent  with  the  worst.” 

A  revival  of,  and  renewal  to, 
this  basic  affirmation  is  needed 
— that  because  you  have  been 
what  you  have  been,  you  need 
not  remain  as  you  are!  We  can 
come  from  some  “far  country” 
and  become  pentitent,  confessing, 
forgiven  and  redeemed! 

It’s  time  to  believe  —  in  a 
sense  of  reality;  but  to  believe  in 
reality  presupposes  a  belief  in 
possibility. 
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Mexico  City  Mission  Consultation  July  29-Aug.  3 


N.Y.  Conference 


NEW  YORK  (UMI) —Speakers 
known  in  international  ecumenical  and 
denominational  circles  will  discuss  the 
Christian  mission  from  varied  per¬ 
spectives  at  a  Mission  Consultation  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  sched¬ 
uled  for  July  29-August  3  in  Mexico 
City. 

About  150  persons  are  expected  to 
attend  the  Consultation  on  the  theme 
“Mission  Today.”  Included  are  the 
Council’s  Executive  Committee,  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  World  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women  and  representatives 
from  world  confessional  groups  such 
as  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  region¬ 
al  ecumenical  bodies  such  as  the  East 
Asia  Christian  Conference,  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  the  (U.S.)  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals  and 
the  (U.S.)  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  Mission  Consultation  is  being 
held  in  cormection  with  the  1973 


meeting  of  the  World  Methodist  Counr 
cil  Executive  Committee,  of  which 
Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr.,  Prince¬ 
ton,  N.  J.,  is  chairman.  Planning  the 
consultation  is  the  Council’s  Missions 
Committee,  of  which  the  Rev.  Dr. 
John  F.  Schaefer,  New  York,  execu¬ 
tive  officer  of  the  United  Methodist 
world  mission  division,  is  chairman, 
and  the  Rev.  J.  Robert  Martin,  New 
York,  is  staff  director. 

Among  featured  speakers  who  will 
present  issues  in  Christian  mission 
are:  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emilio  Castro, 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  director  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Commis¬ 
sion  on  World  Mission  and  Evangel¬ 
ism,  on  “Mission  Today”;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  New  York, 
general  secretary  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  on 
“Theology  of  Mission”; 

Miss  Jean  Skuse,  Drumoyne,  Austra¬ 
lia,  secretary  of  the  World  Federation 


Responses  to  COCU  Plan  studied 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)— About  two- 
thirds  of  local  United  Methodist 
groups  which  have  studied  and  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  draft  of  A  Plan  of 
Union  of  the  eight-denomination  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU) 
generally  approve  it.  Further,  the 
groups  indicate  “flexibility  and  free¬ 
dom  for  pluralism”  (in  worship,  la^ 
life  and  work,  etc.)  are  seen  as  a  pn- 
mary  value  in  the  draft  plan. 

TTiose  broad  conclusions  are  re¬ 
ported  by  a  special  task  force  which 
has  analyzed  about  2,000  pages  of 
reports  from  local  groups.  The  docu¬ 
ment,  A  Plan  of  Union  for  the  Church 
Uniting,  was  adopted  by  COCU  for 
review  and  response  by  its  constituent 
denominations  during  1971-72.  COCU 
made  clear  A  Plan  was  not  a  union 
proposal  for  action  by  the  churches. 

Purpose  of  the  study  process  was 
stated  as  providing  “our  member¬ 
ship  with  an  opportunity  for  an  ecu¬ 
menical  experience  through  study  of 
A  Plan  of  Union”  and  encouraging 
“a  confrontation  with  the  problems 
and  promise  of  organic  church  union.” 

The  process  involved  self-selection 
by  churches  who  wanted  to  study  A 
Plan,  and  responded  to  an  open  invita¬ 
tion  given  in  1971  through  United 


Methodism’s  program  journal.  The 
Interpreter.  Local  groups  included 
task  forces,  church  school  classes  and 
Commissions  on  Ecumenical  Con¬ 
cerns;  in  some  cases  Administrative 
Boards  and/or  Councils  on  Ministries 
participated.  Some  groups  spent  as 
much  as  two  months  on  the  process. 
Churches  ranged  from  27  to  2,900 
members. 

The  Methodist  responses  were 
analyzed  by  a  national-level,  five- 
member  task  force  named  by  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  The  task  force  specified  in  its 
report  that  no  detailed  statistical  an¬ 
alysis  was  made  and  emphasized  it  be 
“clearly  understood”  the  responses  are 
not  regarded  as  a  “straw  vote”  on 
union. 

The  task  force  said:  “It  is  our  esti¬ 
mate  that  approximately  two-thirds  of 
the  responding  churches  have  declared 
a  ‘general  positive  acceptance’  of  the 
draft  plan  .  .  .  The  two  areas  that  pro¬ 
vide  the  most  disagreement  occurred 
in  the  proposal  for  parish  organization 
and  in  the  ‘form  of  conncctionalism.’  ” 

In  another  conclusion,  the  task  force 
said  “flexibility  and  freedom  for  plu¬ 
ralism  (in  styles  and  orders  of  min- 


of  Methodist  Women,  on  “Motivation 
for'  Mission”;  Bishop  Eric  Nasir,  mod¬ 
erator  of  the  Church  of  North  India, 
on  “Dialogue  with  Other  Faiths”; 
Bishop  Mortimer  Arias  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Methodist  Church  of  Bolivia, 
on  “New  Patterns  for  Mission”;  Dr. 
Elmer  Parsons  of  the  Free  Methodist 
Church,  president  of  Osaka  Christian 
College  on  “Mission,  Evangelism  and 
Salvation  Today”;  Dr.  Maldwyn  Ed¬ 
wards,  former  president  of  the  Bri^h 
Methodist  Conference,  on  “Mission  in 
Wesley’s  Day  and  Our  Day”;  Prof. 
Kewsi  Dickson,  head  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Religion  of  the  University  of 
Ghana,  leading  Bible  study  on  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Purpose  of  the  Mission  Consulta¬ 
tion,  as  set  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council  in  1971,  is  “to  explore  new 
avenues  of  cooperation  in  developing 
a  worldwide  partnership  in  mission...” 
t 


istry,  doctrinal  positions,  forms  of 
worship,  sacramental  understandings, 
local  autonomy,  lay  life  and  work, 
etc.) emerged  as  a  primary  value  which 
United  Methodists  share  and  saw  in 
the  draft  plan.  It  was  expressed  in 
several  ways:  ‘respect  for  both  the  in¬ 
dividual  and  for  local  diversity,’ 
‘avoidance  of  bureaucratic  rigidity.’  ” 

Impatience  was  expressed  bv  local 
groups  with  “  faith  and  order  ”  dis¬ 
agreements  by  “scholars  and  author¬ 
ities  which  hinder  the  expression  of 
our  oneness  in  concrete  form,”  the 
task  force  said,  adding:  “The  ‘teach¬ 
ings  of  the  church’  have  ‘taken  hold’ 
and  shaped  the  participants’  convic¬ 
tions  about  the  oneness  of  the  Body 
of  Christ  and  the  church’s  mission  in 
society.” 

Local  groups  described  what  they 
see  as  “some  of  the  indispensable 
elements  looked  for  in  a  united 
church,”  the  task  force  reported. 
Among  those  listed:  continuing  re¬ 
examination  of  structure,  careful  at¬ 
tention  to  Christian  nurture  and  stand¬ 
ards  for  membership,  a  “very  strong” 
role  for  laity  in  determining  church 
policy,  open  communion,  and  inclu¬ 
siveness  (racial,  economic,  etc.). 
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Oklahoma  Indian  and  White  Conferences 


establish  rapport  through  shared  events 


OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla  (UMI)— 
Both  Indian  and  white  leaders  in  Okla¬ 
homa  are  expressing  pride  and  opti¬ 
mism  about  increased  fellowship  be¬ 
tween  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference. 

At  four  recent  rallies  hosted  by  the 
four  districts  of  the  Indian  Conference 
more  than  1,200  persons  attended.  Dr. 
Luman  T.  Cockerill,  administrative  as¬ 
sistant  to  Bishop  Paul  W.  Milhouse 
who  has  supervision  over  both  confer¬ 
ences,  said  the  number  attending  the 
rallies  exceeded,  by  50  per  cent  their 
attendance  goals. 

“While  the  differences  between  the 
Indians  and  white  people  seem  to  be 
becoming  greater  in  some  areas  of  the 
country,”  Dr.  Cockerill  said,  “we  feel 
that  for  our  church  at  least,  we  are 
moving  together  in  Oklahoma.” 


The  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface,  Ponca 
City,  superintendent  of  the  Northwest 
District  and  also  chairman  of  a  Na¬ 
tional  United  Methodist  Indian  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee,  said  he  is  very  opti¬ 
mistic  about  the  emerging  sense  of  fel¬ 
lowship  between  Indians  and  other 
United  Methodists  in  the  state. 

The  first  important  step  he  said', 
was  when  the  cabinets  of  the  two  con¬ 
ferences  began  to  meet  together.  “This 
has  allowed  us  to  keep  in  touch  with 
each  other  and  I  think  these  contacts 
will  lead  to  better  relationships  in  the 
future.” 

Although  there  are  more  than  10,- 
000  members  in  102  congregations  in 
the  Indian  Conference,  Mr.  Roughface 
admitted  that  in  too  many  cases  white 
United  Methodists  were  completely 
unaware  that  a  sister  congregation  of 
Indian  United  Methodists  was  located 


a  few  miles  away. 

The  four,  one-day  rallies  were  plan¬ 
ned  by  a  committee  representing  both 
conferences.  Presiding  at  the  four  ral¬ 
lies  were  the  district  superintendents  of 
the  Indian  conference:  the  Rev.  Thom¬ 
as  Roughface,  Ponca  City;  the  Rev. 
Benson  Wallace,  Atoka;  the  Rev.  Lee 
Chupco,  Jenks;  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Long,  Anadarko. 

Bishop  Milhouse  spoke  at  each  of 
the  meetings  and  representatives  from 
the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship  in  Nashville  partici¬ 
pated  as  resource  leaders. 

The  noon  meals  were  prepared  by 
the  women  of  the  Indian  Conference. 

The  first  rally,  hosted  Feb.  17  by 
the  Northwest  District,  was  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Wa- 
tonga.  The  meetings  in  March  were 
hosted  by  the  Southeast  District  March 


to  act  on 
amendments 

A  major  item  on  the  agendas  of  the 
two  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
the  New  York  Area  will  bo  action  on 
eight  amendments  to  the  constitution 
referred  by  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  To  become  effective,  each 
amendment  must  be  approved  by  an 
aggregate  two-thirds  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  in  all  the  conferences  of 
the  General  Church. 

Three  of  the  proposed  changes  deal 
with  deletion  of  masculine  references 
in  the  constitution,  two  relate  to  the 
General  Conference,  two  pertain  to 
the  annual  conference,  and  one  deals 
with  jurisdictional  boundaries. 

Two  of  the  three  concerned  with 
masculine  usage  pertain  to  sections  of 
the  constitution  using  “he”,  “his”,  and 
“him”  when  referring  to  bishops.  The 
other  would  substitute  “persons”  for 
“men”  in  a  definition  of  the  church 
in  the  constitution’s  preamble. 

The  proposals  relating  to  General 
Conference  would  remove  a  21-year- 
of-age  qualification  for  delegates  to 
that  body,  as  well  as  jurisdictional  and 
central  conferences,  and  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  it  to  hold  regular  sessions 
more  often  than  each  four  years.  At 
present,  regular  meetings  of  the 
church’s  top  law-making  body  must  be 
held  quadrennially,  although  these 
sessions  may  call  adjourned  or  special 
sessions  at  more  frequent  intervals. 

At  the  annual  conference  level,  one 
proposed  change  would  give  a  vote  to 
laymen  on  such  matters  as  ordination, 
character  and  conference  relations  of 
ministries.  The  other  would  permit  an 
annual  conference  to  elect  as  many  ad¬ 
ditional  lay  members  as  necessary  to 
equalize  lay  and  ministerial  member¬ 
ship. 

The  final  amendment  being  referred 
to  the  annual  conferences  would  pro¬ 
vide  for  changes  in  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  boundaries  which  would 
be  necessary  if  the  Puerto  Rican  Con¬ 
ference  votes  to  become  an  autono¬ 
mous  church,  or  an  affiliate  of  a  uni¬ 
ted  church  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward,  Jr.  will  pre¬ 
side  over  the  two  conference  sessions 
for  the  first  time  since  he  took  office 
last  July. 

Troy  Annual  Conference  will  be 
held*  May  30  to  June  3  at  Green 
Mountain  College  in  Poultney,  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  the  New  York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  June  12-14  at  the 
University  of  Bridgeport  in  Bridge¬ 
port,  Connecticut. 

_ t _ _ 

3  at  the  Choctaw  Cultural  Center  in 
Hugo;  the  Northeast  District  March  10 
at  the  Witt  Memorial  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Tulsa;  and  the  Southwest 
District  March  17  at  the  Mt.  Scott 
United  Methodist  Church  near  Medi¬ 
cine  Park. 

Workshops  with  both  Indian  and 
white  leadership  were  held  eaeh  after¬ 
noon  on  such  topics  as  youth  and 
campus  evangelism,  design  for  witness, 
new  life  mission,  lay  witness  mission, 
confirmation  training,  innovative  evan¬ 
gelism,  and  preaching  evangelism. 

A  central  focus  for  the  rallies  was 
the  year-long  Key  73  evangelistie  em¬ 
phasis  involving  more  than  130  de¬ 
nominations  and  religious  groups  “call¬ 
ing  our  continent  to  Christ.” 
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AT  RIGHT:  Peter  Cuttand  Willis 
Tyrrell  (left  to  right)  shown  plan¬ 
ning  April  6-8  Lay  Witness  Mis¬ 
sion  to  be  held  in  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
Joe  Solomon  of  Monroe  will  co¬ 
ordinate  the  mission.'  Dr.  Henry 
A.  Rickey  is  minister. 


AVAILABLE  FOR  SUMMER 
YOUTH  WORK.  Graduate  of 
Centenary  College,  B.A.  de¬ 
gree  in  Psychology.  Miss 
Kerry  Bruce,  1697  Milton  St., 
Monroe,  La.  71201  (323-3201). 


Church/State 
Conference  held 


in  Alexandria 

Dr.  John  C.  Bennett,  past  president 
of  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
York  City,  was  the  speaker  for  a’ 
Church/State  Conference  in  Alexan¬ 
dria  on  Monday,  March  26th.  The 
conference  was  co-sponsored  by  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  LSU-A,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Lecomptc 
and  the  Horseshoe  Drive  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Dr.  Bennett,  who  is  currently  teach¬ 
ing  at  the  Pacific  School  of  Religion, 
Berkeley,  Calif,  holds  degrees  from 
Williams  College,  Oxford  University 
and  Union  Theological  Seminary,  in 
addition  to  numerous  honorary  doc¬ 
toral  degrees. 

Dr.  Bennett  lectured  in  classes  of 
the  Department  of  Sociology,  History, 
and  Political  Science  at  LSU-A  during 
the  morning  hours.  His  afternoon  pre¬ 
sentation  was  made  before  a  group  of 
clergymen  and  civic  leaders.  In  the 
evening  he  spoke  to  an  open  meeting 
at  Horseshoe  Drive  Church. 

He  is  co-editor  of  the  bi-weekly  bul¬ 
letin,  “Christianity  and  Crisis,  and 
is  widely  known  for  his  editing  of  the 
paper,  “Nuclear  Weapons  and  the  Con¬ 
flict  of  Conscience.”  Among  the  books 
he  has  written  are  “Christianity  and 
Communism,”  “Christians  and  the 
State,”  and  “Foreign  Policy  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Perspective.” 

The  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is 
pastor  of  the  Horseshoe  Drive  Church; 
the  Rev.  William  Spiller  Milton  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Lecompte  Church  and  serves 
as  ministerial  advisor  at  the  LSU-A 
Wesley  Foundation. 
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JURISDICTION  OFFERING  SHORT 
COURSE  IN  CABLE  TV 

A  Short  Course  in  Cable  TV  is  be¬ 
ing  offered  at  the  University  of  Ne¬ 
braska  from  Tuesday,  April  24  through 
Friday,  April  27.  The  Communica- 


Jerald  Helms  (left)  served 
as  local  coordinator  for 
recent  Lay  Witness  Mis¬ 
sion  at  Sweetlake  United 
Methodist  Church.  The 
Rev.  Frank  Langford,  pas¬ 
tor,  is  shown  at  right. 
Hubert  Blanchard  of  Sul¬ 
phur  was  the  visiting  co¬ 
ordinator  for  the  event  — 
the  second  Mission  at 
Sweetlake.  Two  hundred 
persons  took  part;  mem- 
sership  in  the  church  is 
less  than  100. 


Debra  Collins  and  Steve 
Bearden,  students  at 
Northeastern  Louisiana 
University  at  Monroe, 
packing  to  leave  Sweet¬ 
lake  following  participa¬ 
tion  in  recent  weekend 
Lay  Witness  Mission. 
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the  World  Methodist  Family  Confer¬ 
ence,  World  Methodist  Conference, 
and  World  Methodist  Council,  and  has 
repeatedly  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Jurisdictional  and  General  Conferen-' 
ces.  Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1960, 
Bishop  Copeland  served  the  Nebraska 
Area  until  1968,  when  he  received  his 
present  appointment.  He  was  elected 
President  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Missions  in  1968 
and  has  visited  40  countries  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  He  was  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Stillwater,  Okla.  from  1944- 
49,  and  of  Travis  Park,  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  from  1949-1960. 

The  Rev.  John  Bayliss  is  senior 
minister  at  Rayne  Memorial  Church 
which  is  located  at  3900  St.  Charles 
Avenue  in  New  Orleans;  the  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton  is  associate  minister, 
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tures  Pat  Boone  and  his  family.  It  was 
written  by  Jimmy  and  Carol  Owens. 
Filmed  in  the  Forum  in  Hollywood,  it 
became  available  for  distribution  April 
2  of  this  year. 

The  program  “Come  Together”  is 
different  from  the  first  program  “Faith 
in  Action”  in  several  respects.  It  is 'a 
musical;  it  is  an  hour  instead  of  a  half 
hour  in  length,  and  it  is  not  dated. 
Recommendadons  are  that  it  be  sche¬ 
duled  in  either  April,  May  or  June; 
or  it  could  be  an  Easter  special. 

In  addition  to  the  Boone  family, 
the  new  program  will  also  present  an 
orchestra,  a  stage  choir  of  nearly  100 
youth  and  a  background  choir  of  2000 
youth,  who  “present  the  gospel  in  song 
and  demonstrate  the  fellowship  of 
Christian  unity.” 
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tions  Committee  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  of  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  sponsoring  the  event  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Joint  Communica¬ 
tions  Committee  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Nebraska  Conference 
Communications,  and  Broadcasting 
and  Film  Commission  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

Costs  will  cover  housing,  meals  and 
registration  fee  of  $17.50  (which  in¬ 
cludes  three  noon  meals).  Housing  will 
be  at  Nebraska  Center  for  Continuing 
Education  (the  site  of  the  seminar), 
$12  for  single  accommodations  and 
$15  ($7.50  each)  for  double  occu¬ 
pancy,  plus  tax,  per  day. 

Participants  from  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  must  register  through  their 
own  Conference  Program  director.  Dr. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn  is  Program  director 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Regis¬ 
trants  should  make  checks  payable  to 
University  of  Nebraska  and  send  regis¬ 
tration  to  Dr.  Hearn  at  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104. 
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John  Sparks  (right),  Hous¬ 
ton,  Tex.  attorney,  was 
the  coordinator  for  a  re¬ 
cent  weekend  Lay  Wit¬ 
ness  Mission  held  at 
First  Church,  Lafayette. 
Murray  Coffey  (left)  head¬ 
ed  the  local  Lay  Witness 
Mission  Committee.  The 
Rev.  Jerry  A.  Means  is 
senior  minister. 
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DETAILS  OF  SECOND  KEY  73 
TELEVISION  SPECIAL 
ANNOUNCED 

The  first  KEY  73  television  special 
“Faith  in  Action”  was  seen  by  some 
75  million  viewers  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  Now,  the  second  televis¬ 
ion  program,  “Come  Together,”  is  be¬ 
ing  produced  for  showing  around  the 
continent. 

Part  of  the  year-long  evangelism 
emphasis  involving  150  denomindtiens 
in  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  “Come  To¬ 
gether”  is  being  produced  and  directed 
by  Pat  Boone,  well  known  television 
and  film  star.  Mr.  Boone  is  chairman 
of  the  Los  Angeles  KEY  73  Commit¬ 
tee. 

The  hour-long  musical  special  fea- 


$15,000-$30,000  YEAR  PROFIT  POTEN¬ 
TIAL  Send  $2.00  for  book,  “Raising 
Rabbits  for  Us."  Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  back. 

RABBIT  RANCHERS  OF  AMERICA 
Box  118-LM  Braman,  Oklahoma  74632 


MINISTERS,  SPEAKERS,  TEACHERS, 
HUMOR  LOVERS:  Get  “I  Heard  of  the 
Man  Who..."  for  hundreds  of  humorous 
religious  stories,  illustrations.  For  ser- 
mans,  speeches,  conversation.  $1.50. 
Rev.  Rutherford,  P.  0.  Box  263,  Elkhart, 
Ind.  45614. 
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Participants  in  seminar  on  Courtship  and  Marriage  Enrichment.  Seated  at 
table  are  the  Rev.  Brady  Forman  and  his  wife,  Carol.  The  others  are  stu¬ 
dents  attending  the  seminar. 


SLU  Wesley  Foundation  offers 
Courtship  and  Marriage  Seminar 


by  Brady  Fonnan 

A  seminar  on  Courtship  and  Mar¬ 
riage  Enrichment  has  been  offered  for 
the  past  five  years  as  a  part  of  the 
campus  ministry  of  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation,  Southeastern  Louisiana  Univer¬ 
sity.  I'he  seminar  was  developed  and 
implemented  to  meet  the  urgent  need 
among  young  adults  for  sound  Chris¬ 
tian  preparation  for  meaningful  and 
enduring  marriages.  The  non-credit 
seminar  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  campus  minister. 

Enrollment  for  the  spring  semester, 
1973,  was  84  students,  married  and 
single.  Classes  met  in  two  sections  at 
the  Wesley  Foundation  for  three 
weeks.  Each  section  met  twice  a  week 
in  two  hour  sessions. 

The  following  areas  of  marriage 
were  discussed:  Understanding  Love  in 
Marriage,  How  to  Talk  Together 
(Good  Communications),  Your  Role 
in  Marriage,  The  Christian  View  of 
Marriage  (the  Rev.  George  Kovacec 
O.  P.  participating  in  a  panel  with 
Brady  Forman),  Sex  Education,  Sexual 
Roles  of  Husband  and  Wife,  Family 
Planning  and  Birth  Control,  Children 
in  the  Home,  and  Family  Financial 
Concerns. 


Mrs.  Jane  Dunn,  the  field  director 
of  the  Tangipahoa  Parish  Family 
Planning  Clinic  provided  much  valu¬ 
able  information  on  family  planning. 
A  full  evening  was  spent  with  Royce 
Davis,  a  member  of  the  SLU  econom¬ 
ics  faculty  who  dealt  with  facts  on 
money  matters  for  young  families.  The 
section  of  the  seminar  dealing  with 
sex  in  marriage  was  presented  by  both 
the  director  and  his  wife. 

The  seminar  is  presented  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  St.  Albert’s  Catholic  Stu¬ 
dent  Center  at  SLU.  Credit  for  pre- 
Cana — the  required  pre-marital  con¬ 
ference  for  all  couples  seeking  mar¬ 
riage  within  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  —  was  given  to  22  persons. 

Students  enrolled  in  the  University’s 
sociology  course  on  marriage  and  fam¬ 
ily  life  (Sociology  321)  were  given  the 
opportunity  to  enroll  in  the  seminar 
as  an  outside  classroom  assignment. 
This  spring  students  benefited  from 
this  arrangement.  Dr.  George  Hess,  a 
member  of  the  faculty  at  SLU  and  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  teaches  the  university  mar¬ 
riage  and  family  life  course. 
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The  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  (second  from  left),  campus  minister  at  South¬ 
ern  University,  Baton  Rouge,  was  guest  speaker  at  recent  Faculty-Student 
luncheon  held  at  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  University. 
Visiting  with  him  (left  to  right)  are  Mark  Solomon,  SLU  Alumni  director 
and  member  of  Wesley  Foundation  Board  of  Directors,  Larry  Hood  and 
David  Kimball,  SLU  students  and  Brady  Forman.  Following  the  luncheon 
served  by  the  ladies  of  Slidell  United  Methodist  Church,  the  guest  speaker 
held  a  meaningful  “rap”  session  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  with  SLU  black 
students. 


The  Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist  Middle-High  Basketball  Team  (shown 
above)  had  the  distinction  of  winning  each  of  the  games  played  in  a 
Shreveport  Church  League,  and  also  a  play-off  game  with  a  team  made  up 
“All  Stars”  from  the  other  teams.  (Left  to  right,  back  row)  Bob  Monk, 
coach,  Dan  Guess,  Bobby  Layton,  Gif  Gillen,  Butch  Ford,  Warren  Grafton, 
coach;  (front)  Danny  Knight,  Matt  Alexander,  Randy  Falbaum,  Randy 
Snyder  and  Christian  Rachal. 


Tallulah  children  visit  Delta  Haven 


Cheryl  Windham,  daughter  of  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Windham,  superintendent  of 
the  Junior  Department  of  Tallulah 
United  Methodist  Church  School, 
distributes  oranges  to  residents  of 
the  Delta  Haven  Nursing  Home. 


Sue  Roberson  assists  with  dis¬ 
tribution  of  oranges  to  apprecia¬ 
tive  recipients. 


Primary  and  Junior  children  from 
the  Tallulah  church  shown  pre¬ 
senting  a  program  of  song,  scrip¬ 
ture  reading  and  prayer  at  Delta 
Haven  Nursing  Home  on  a  recent 
Sunday  afternoon.  The  patients 
asked:  “When  are  you  coming 

back  to  sing  for  us  again?” 


Carol  Priest  offered  the  prayer 
during  the  program  presented  at 
Delta  Haven  Nursing  Home.  The 
thoughtful  young  man  is  Craig 
Cox. 
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Together  and  Christian  Advocate  to  merge 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (UMI)  —  To¬ 
gether,  general  monthly  magazine  for 
United  Methodists,  and  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  bi-weekly  magazine  for  United 
Methodist  pastors,  will  be  merged  into 
one  new  magazine  with  a  new  name 
and  a  new  format  beginning  Jan.  1, 
1974. 

The  45-member  Board  of  Publica¬ 
tion,  governing  body  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  which 
publishes  the  two  magazines,  approved 
the  action  during  its  March  27-28 
meeting  here. 

The  new  general  magazine  will  have 
approximately  64  pages  each  month 
in  a  5  Vi  by  8 Vi  format  similar  to  the 


Reader’s  Digest  or  TV  Guide.  A  spe¬ 
cial  32-page  insert  which  can  easily 
be  removed  from  the  general  magazine 
will  be  prepared  for  United  Methodist 
pastors  who  will  receive  the  new  peri¬ 
odical  free  of  charge.  Subscription  cost 
for  the  general  magazine  will  be  $3.96 
a  year. 

The  Board  approved  in  principal  the 
new  two-in-one  concept  for  the  general 
periodicals  but  left  many  of  the  de¬ 
cisions  regarding  specifications  and 
names  up  to  its  General  Periodicals 
Committee,  editors,  and  the  Publishing 
House  management. 

The  General  Periodicals  Committee, 
headed  by  the  Rev.  John  J.  Rooks, 


Winter  Park,  Fla.,  made  the  proposal 
and  suggested  the  name  United  Meth¬ 
odists  Today  as  the  Title  for  the  new 
general  magazine.  Names  suggested 
for  the  pastor’s  insert  were  Pastor’s 
Advocate,  Today’s  Christian  Advocate, 
and  The  Pastor’s  Study. 

Editorial  director  of  Together  and 
Christian  Advocate  and'  editor  of  To¬ 
gether  is  Dr.  Curtis  A.  Chambers. 
Editor  of  Christian  Advocate  is  the 
Rev.  William  C.  Henzlik. 

Together  circulation  rose  from  215,- 
000  in  1956  to  975,000  in  1959  and 
more  than  a  million  copies  of  its  175th 
anniversary  issue  were  distributed  in 
November  of  1959. 


u'.uoo  lici 


Since  that  time  however.  Together 
and  Christian  Advocate  have  had  a 
steadily  declining  circulation  and  the 
Publishing  House  has  subsized  the  two 
magazines  between  $400,000  and 
$250,000  each  year.  During  the  first 
six  months  of  this  fiscal  year  beginning 
August  1,  1972,  the  two  magazines 
have  lost  $112,231,  a  lower  rate  than 
usual. 

Together  was  joined  in  1968  by  the 
former  EUB  magazine  Church  and 
Home,  the  general  magazine  of  that 
denomination. 

Dr.  John  E.  Procter,  president  and 
publisher,  said  the  changes  in  general 
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(Left  to  right)  Dr.  David  E.  Mason,  executive  director  of  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches;  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.,  promotional  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  March  and  pastor  of  Elysian  Fields  United  Methodist  Church; 
Mrs.  Vera  Kennedy,  co-chairman  for  event  and  member  of  Munholland 
Memorial  Church,  and  the  Rev.  Jack  Powell,  publicity  chairman  and  pastor 
at  Gretna  Presbyterian  Church. 


New  Orleans  Federation 
sponsoring  Key  73  March 


United  Methodists  are  taking  a  lead¬ 
ing  role  in  the  Key  ’73  March  for 
Christ  sponsored  by  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches.  Sche¬ 
duled  for  2  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April 
14,  the  March  is  expected  to  include 
thousands  of  Christians  of  all  ages  and 
denominations. 

Dr.  John  Bayliss,  pastor  of  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
is  chairman  of  the  City-wide  Key  ’73 
effort.  Mrs.  Vera  Kennedy,  a  member 
of  Munholland  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  is  co-chairman  of 
the  March  itself.  The  Rev.  Tom  Ber¬ 
geron,  pastor  of  Elysian  Fields  United 
Methodist  Church  is  heading  the  drive 
to  promote  a  large  attendance  at  the 
March.  The  Rev.  Robert  C.  Crichlow 
serves  this  year  as  the  President  of  the 


Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches  which  is  showing  a  marked 
growtJi  and  increase  in  activity. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop, 
Philip  Hannan,  and  Dr.  David  E.  Ma¬ 
son,  Executive  Director  of  the  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Churches  have  given  full  sup¬ 
port  to  the  March  and  both  will  speak 
at  a  Service  of  Celebration  in  St.  Louis 
Cathedral  at  3:30  p.m. 

Part  of  the  vigorous  New  Orleans 
Key  ’73  program,  the  March  is  en¬ 
visioned  as  a  highly  visable  symbol  of 
Christian  unity,  strength  and  commit¬ 
ment.  Churches  and  other  groups  arc 
urged  to  send  carloads  and  busloads 
of  people  to  the  New  Orleans  City 
Hall  where  the  group  will  gather  be¬ 
tween  1:30  and  2  p.m. 


NSU  educator 
to  lead  Summer 
Lay  Retreat 

Dr.  Millard  J.  Bienvenu,  Sr.,  pro¬ 
fessor  and  head  of  the  Department  of 
Sociology-Social  Work,  and  director  of 
the  Northwestern  Family  Study  Center, 
of  Northwestern  State  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Natchitoches  has  been 
selected  to  lead  the  program  at  the  an¬ 
nual  Lay  Retreat  at  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport,  July  28-29.  The  general 
subject  will  be  “A  Better  Family  Life, 
through  More  Effective  Communica¬ 
tion.” 

Dr.  Bienvenu,  a  native  of  St.  Mar¬ 
tinsville,  La.,  was  educated  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southwestern  Louisiana 
where  he  obtained  a  bachelor  of 
science  degree  in  Business  Adminis¬ 
tration;  he  holds  the  master’s  degree 
in  Social  Work  from  LSU,  and  a  doc¬ 
tor  of  philosophy  degree  from  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Home  and  Family  Life, 
at  Florida  State  University. 

Previous  positions  held  were  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  Home  Economics  at 
Northwestern;  assistant  professor  of 
Special  Education  and  Social  Work 
Consultant,  at  Southwestern  and  Nich- 
olls  State  College;  served  as  a  Child 
Welfare  Worker,  Juvenile  Probation 
Officer  and  Juvenile  Probation  Super¬ 
visor  with  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Welfare;  as  a  Rehabilitation 
Counselor,  State  Department  of  Edu¬ 
cation;  and  has  worked  as  a  part-time 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker  in  Lafayette, 
and  as  a  Marriage  and  Family  Counse¬ 
lor  in  Shreveport. 

Dr.  Bienvenu  has  held  numerous 
workshops  in  family  life  and  develop¬ 
ment  over  the  nation.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Association  of  Mar¬ 
riage  and  Family  Counselors  and  the 
American  Group  Psychotherapy  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  Louisiana  Group  Psycho¬ 
therapy  Association,  in  addition  to 
other  related  organizations. 

He  has  had  a  number  of  articles 
published  including:  “Talking  It  Over 
at  Home;  Problems  in  Family  Com¬ 


Dr.  Millard  J.  Bienvenu,  Sr. 


munication”;  “Parent-Teenager  Com¬ 
munication:  Bridging  the  Generation 
Gap;”  and  “Why  Czm’t  They  Talk  to 
Us.”  the  latter  in  the  New  York  Times 
Magazine.  Another  article  relating  to 
his  subject  at  the  coming  Lay  Retreat 
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Bishop  Crutchfield 
on  Evangelism 
Committee 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  is  a 
member  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  Committee  on  Evangelism  for  the 
enormous  thrust  being  advanced  in 
1975.  Pentecost  in  the  midst  of  Key  73 
is  the  beginning  date  for  the  effort  in 
53  nations.  The  evangelism  effort  will 
move  to  its  climax  in  1975. 

Bishop  Gerald  Ensley  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  the  Rev.  George  W.  Sails 
of  London,  England,  are  respectively 
chairman  and  vice  chairman  of  the 
World  Committee.  Other  associates  are 
the  Rev.  Robert  R.  Smith  of  Austra¬ 
lasia,  the  Rev.  Thomas  W.  Koomson 
of  Africa,  Bishop  Wenceslao  Baha- 
monde  of  Central  and  South  America, 
Bishop  Yap  Kim  Hao  and  Dr.  Patro- 
cinio  Ocampo  of  Southeast  Asia  and 
the  Philippines,  Bishop  Eric  Mitchell 
of  India,  and  Dr.  Ira  Gallaway  of  the 
United  States. 


Lake  Charles  District  Conference 


Participants  in  April  1 
session  (left  to  right); 
John  Bergstedt,  district 
lay  leader,  who  gave 
opening  devotional;  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  Reed,  pas¬ 
tor  of  University  Church 
in  Lake  Charles  where 
conference  was  held;  the 
Rev.  Penn  Morgan,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  at  host 
church,  and  leader  for 
'"Folk  Mass”  during 
evening  hour,  and  the 
Rev.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son,  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent. 


Mr.  Allan  Stackhouse 
(left),  Jennings  layman, 
receives  a  license  to 
preach  from  the  Rev. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson 
(right).  Looking  on  is 
Mrs.  Stackhouse.  Both 
were  presented  to  the 
District  Conference  by 
Rev.  Wi I liamson. 


(Left  to  right)  Mrs.  Harvey 
G.  Will  iamson,  wife  of 
the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  re¬ 
ceives  warm  welcome  to 
the  conference  by  the 
host  pastor,  as  Rev. 
Williamson  stands  by. 


Shreveport/Ruston  Districts  schedule 


Retreat  and  ‘Soul  Picnic’ 


The  Shreveport  and  Ruston  Districts 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  United 
Methodist  Church,  which  cover  an 
area  from  the  Texas  line  to  just  west 
of  Monroe  and  south  to  Hall  Summitt 
in  north  Louisiana,  will  hold  their  an¬ 
nual  Lay  Retreat  April  13  and  14  at 
the  Methodist  Camp  at  Caney  Lake 
near  Minden. 

H.  H.  “Hap”  Smith  of  Bossier  City., 
and  Marcus  Wren  of  Minden  are  the 
two  district  lay  leaders  in  charge  of  the 
program. 

Featured  speaker  and  leader  of  the 
two-day  retreat  will  be  the  Rev.  Kent 
Kilboume,  popular  young  folk  singer 
who  is  completing  his  training  as  a 
United  Methodist  minister.  He  present¬ 
ly  is  associate  minister  at  Munholland 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  The  son  of  missionary  parents, 
Kilbourne  has  traveled  over  the  world 
as  a  folk  singer  and  youth  song  group 
leader. 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
VCS WORKSHOPS 

The  Alexandria  District  Vacation  Church 
School  Workshops  will  beheld  as  follows: 

April  24  -  9:30-11:30  a.m.  -  Ferriday 
United  Methodist 
April  24  -  7:00-9:00  p.m.  -  Horseshoe 
Drive  United  Methodist, 
Alexandria 

Mrs.  Wayne  Fallin,  District  Coordinator 
Children's  Ministries 


Starting  Friday,  April  13  with  a 
steak  supper,  the  Retreat  goers  will 
hear  Kilbourne  speak  and  entertain. 
This  part  of  the  Retreat  is  designed 
mainly  for  the  adult  laymen  who  will 
attend. 

On  Saturday,  April  14,  Kilboume 
will  be  the  speaker  for  a  special  event 
designated  as  the  “Soul  Picnic.”  This 
will  involve  youth  music  groups  and 
choirs  from  churches  over  north 
Louisiana  who  will  be  featured  on  the 
program.  Last  year’s  retreat  attracted 
over  600  young  people. 

t 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCHES 
IN  SULPHUR  AREA  ANNOUNCE 
JOINT  HOLY  WEEK  SERIES 

The  following  series  of  cooperative. 
Holy  Week  services  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  United  Methodist 
Churches  of  the  Sulphur  area. 

Palm  Sunday,  April  15,  7  p.m..,  ser¬ 
vice  at  Wesley  Church,  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  Henning  Me¬ 
morial  pastor, 

Maundy  Thursday,  April  19,  7  p.m., 
sermon  by  the  Rev.  Tom  Crosby,  Jr., 
Maplewood  pastor. 

Good  Friday,  April  20,  7  p.m.,  ser¬ 
vice  at  Maplewood  Church,  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  Walter  Clarke,  Wesley-Hack- 
berry  pastor. 

Easter  Sunrise  Service,  April  22,  6 
a.m.  at  Mimosa  Pines,  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  Harvey  Williamson,  Lake  Charles 
District  superintendent. 


A  message  from  our  bishop 

Dear  Louisiana  Methodists: 

Often  we  hear  the  old,  worn-out  chant  —  "But  our  church  doesn't 
teach  the  Bible . "  This  is  simply  not  true .  Any  person  who  really  works 
at  the  matter  of  teaching  in  the  church  school,  children  and  youth  especial¬ 
ly,  knows  that  the  Bible  is  the  center  of  the  teachings  of  our  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  1  think  especially  of  a  letter  received  just  this  week  from  the 
Editor  of  Church  School  Publications,  Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts  .  It  alerts  all  of 
us  to  a  new  series  of  Bible  study  resources  for  teen-age  youth  in  the  church 
school.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  series  available  and  every  one  of  you 
should  be  challenging  your  church  school  teachers  to  try  to  use  just  such 
material.  This  is  not  the  first  time  a  series  of  this  sort  has  appeared  for 
teen-age  youth  and  for  youngsters .  There  are  many  up-to-date  series  of 
Bible  study  resources  for  all  ages  in  our  church  school  program .  If  young 
p)eople,  especially,  and  others  are  not  receiving  Bible  instruction  in  the 
Methodist  church  school,  it  is  simply  the  fault  of  those  who  order  the 
literature.  The  Bible  studies  are  available  in  depth.  They  are  of  the  high¬ 
est  quality  and  they  may  be  endorsed  heartily.  1  am  glad  that  1  belong  to  a 
church  that  emphasizes  the  Bible  as  foremost  and  paramount. 

Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn  and  others  in  our  conference  office  will  supply 
additional  information  along  this  line.  Don’t  hesitate  to  call  on  them  for 
help .  They  enjoy  giving  it . 


Dr,  Hearn  chairing 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  director. 
Council  On  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  headquartered  at  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  is  officiating  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  National  Fellowship  of  Conference 
Council  Directors  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Sheraton-Gibson  Hotel  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  April  11,  12,  and  13. 

Purpose  of  the  meeting  will  be  to 
design  the  national  meeting  of  the 
group  in  December  of  1973,  which 
will  include  choosing  a  location.  Three 
possibilities  are  Atlanta,  New  Orleans 
and  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

The  various  jgeneral  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  meeting  in  December.  Out 


national  committee 

of  this  meeting  will  come  plans  for 
workshops  nationwide  on  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  certain  skills  for  the  work  of 
the  church,  and  other  workshops  to 
provide  means  of  “linkage”  between 
the  various  organizations  of  the  na¬ 
tional  church  through  cooperation  and 
coordination. 

Members  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  are;  the  Rev.  Anthony  Shipley,  di¬ 
rector,  Council  on  Ministries  Director, 
Detroit  Conference;  the  Rev.  Leonard 
G.  Rowell,  Southern  New  Jersey  Con¬ 
ference;  Dr.  W.  Wallace  Friday,  South 
Carolina  (M)  Conference;  the  Rev. 
Donald  App,  Rocky  Mountain  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  Dr.  Paul  V.  Church,  general 
secretary,  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

t 


Dr.  John  C.  Bennett  (right),  editor  of  Christianity  and  Crisis  and  former 
president  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  was  the  speaker  for  a  Church/ 
State  Conference  held  in  Alexandria  recently  under  the  co-sponsorship  of 
Horseshoe  Drive  Church  and  the  Wesley  Foundation  of  LSU-A.  Shown  with 
him  are  the  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  (left),  pastor  at  Horseshoe  Drive  Church, 
and  the  Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  Lecompte  pastor  and  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation.  During  the  weekend  preceding  the  conference  a  lay  witness 
mission  brought  45  witnesses  from  a  five-state  area  to  Horseshoe  Drive 
Church,  with  “Tank”  Harrison  serving  as  coordinator,  and  more  than  200 
persons  rededicating  their  lives  to  Christ. 


PAGE  TWO 


APRIL  12,  1973 


A  Partnership;  Centenary  College 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church 


“The  goal  of  the  church-related  college  is  to 
enrich  intelligence  with  faith;  the  moral  di¬ 
lemmas  of  our  age  make  the  need  for  this 
enrichment  self-evident.” 


by  Dr.  Lee  Morgan 

Chairman,  English  Department, 
Centenary  College 


I  am  happy  to  have  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  write  about  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  particularly  for 
members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  through  the  pages 
of  this  excellent  publication.  In 
this  brief  message  I  want  to  ex¬ 
press  to  you  the  deep  gratitude 
all  of  us  at  Centenary  College 
feel  for  the  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities  offered  to  us  through  the 
church. 

As  we  look  forward  to  the 
celebration  of  our  sesqui-centcn- 
nial  in  1975,  this  might  be  a 
good  time  to  ask  ourselves  why 
the  members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  continue  to  give  of 
their  time  and  substance  to  sup¬ 
port  this  historic  institution  of 
higher  learning. 

One  important  reason  may  be 
conviction  that  we  need  a  plural¬ 
istic  system  of  higher  education 
in  this  country  —  pluralistic  in 
sponsorship,  pluralistic  in  the 
type  of  education  offered.  We 
need  large,  tax-supported  insti¬ 
tutions,  essentially  vocational, 
professional,  and  technical,  gov¬ 
erned  by  regents  answerable  to 
legislatures.  But  we  also  need 
small,  privately  financed  institu¬ 
tions,  essentially  intellectually  in¬ 
quisitive,  governed  by  trustees 
and  operating  under  the  auspices 
of  a  church  or  philanthropic 
patrons.  Both  types  have  their 
special  roles  to  play.  Centenary, 
one  of  the  private  kind,  was 
founded  as  a  liberal  arts  college 
and  remains  in  that  category. 

Without  wishing  in  any  way  to 
minimize  the  value  of  technology, 
it  does  sometimes  take  on  a  life 
of  its  own  and  begins  to  control 
those  for  whom  it  should  be  only 
a  tool.  Its  followers  frequently 
come  to  believe  that  because 
something  can  be  done  technolo¬ 
gically,  it  ought  to  be  done.  Alvin 
Toffler  tells  us  in  Future  Shock 
that  it  is  possible  to  breed  men 
with  tails  or  men  whose  legs 
grow  no  farther  than  the  knee. 
It  can  be  done;  but  should  it  be? 

Centenary’s  specialty  has  been 
in  fields  other  than  technology. 
She  has  dealt  primarily  in  ideas. 
Her  graduates  certainly  have 
gone  and  do  go  to  work,  but 
they  are  taught  to  be  somewhat 
more  reflective,  speculative,  criti¬ 
cal,  and  curious  than  their  techni¬ 
cally  trained  counterparts.  May  I 
use  an  illustration? 


The  giant  multiversities  with 
their  applied  research  centers 
can  produce  for  us  the  technical 
methods  of  automation,  mass 
production,  population  control. 
In  these  areas.  Centenary  would 
say  that  at  least  as  important  are 
the  moral  and  ethical  and  social 
and  economic  implications,  the 
quality  of  the  life  and  the  culture 
in  a  society  which  these  pheno¬ 
mena  result  in.  The  technical 
medical  procedures  in  abortion, 
for  example,  are  relatively  sim¬ 
ple;  the  liberal  arts  disciplines 
force  us  to  consider  the  more 
complex  issues  of  this  question. 
One  is  tempted  to  say  that  just 
now  in  the  development  of  our 
nation  and  its  educational  sys¬ 
tems,  we  will  neglect  at  our  peril 
those  schools  whose  primary 
function  is  to  study  ideas  and 
values.  Yet  it  is  sometimes  not 
easy  to  raise  money  for  such 
schools. 

Perhaps  another  reason  for. 
your  willingness  to  support  Cen¬ 
tenary  is  your  recognition  of  the 
excellence  of  the  college  and  the 
range  and  extent  of  her  contribu¬ 
tions  to  Louisiana,  the  South, 
and  the  Nation.  At  the  risk  of 
sounding  immodest  on  behalf  of 
my  college,  I  must  tell  you  that 
it  is  no  ordinary  one  either  in 
personnel  or  program  or  gradu¬ 
ates.  Ours  is  not  a  provincial 
faculty. 

A  partial  listing  reveals  that 
our  people  hold  advanced  degrees 
from  Columbia,  Yale,  Penn  State, 
LSU,  Tulane,  Edinburgh,  Ma¬ 
drid,  Northwestern  U.,  Mississip¬ 
pi,  Arkansas,  SMU,  Eastman 
School  of  Music,  Southern  Cal, 
Kansas,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Case 
Western  Reserve,  Texas,  Emory, 
North  Carolina,  Florida,  Oxford, 
Virginia,  Michigan,  Memphis 


State,  Houston,  Oklahoma,  Van¬ 
derbilt,  North  Texas,  Duke, 
Southern  Illinois,  Curtis  Institute 
of  Music.  If  I  named  a  represen¬ 
tative  sampling  of  where  our 
faculty’s  undergraduate  degrees 
were  from,  almost  everyone  read¬ 
ing  this  would  see  his  alma  mater 
named. 

In  educational  terms,  ours 
is  a  cosmopolitan  faculty.  Within 
the  last  three  years,  members  of 
the  science  faculty  have  had 
grants  to  NASA,  Stanford,  Rens- 
salaer  Poly,  Tufts,  and  Oak 
Ridge.  Since  1968,  four  profes¬ 
sors  in  English,  one  in  art,  two 
in  history,  and  one  in  education 
have  had  post-doctoral  study 
grants  to  Harvard.  Though 
teaching  is  their  primary  duty 
and  obligation,  our  faculty’s 
scholarship  is  impressive.  It  in¬ 
cludes  such  titles  as  Semi-micro 
Qualitative  Organic  Analysis; 
Jack  London,  A  Critical  Bio¬ 
graphy;  “Cheilostimata  of  the 
Gulfian  Cretaceous  of  Southwes¬ 
tern  Arkansas”;  The  Know-Noth¬ 
ing  Party  in  the  South;  A  Hand¬ 
book  of  Critical  Approaches  to 
Literature;  On  the  Just  Distribu¬ 
tion  of  Profit.  Most  of  these  are 
recent  publications.  The  list 
could  go  on. 

The  curriculum  is  under  con¬ 
stant  and  continuing  examination 
to  insure  the  best  possible  pro¬ 
grams  for  each  student.  Our  In¬ 
dependent  Study  Program  allows 
unusually  gifted  students  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  prescribed  curri¬ 
culum  for  regular  students  and 
with  the  guidance  of  a  faculty 
committee  devise  special  in-depth 
studies,  wherein  they  move  at  a 
much  faster  rate  and  cover  con¬ 
siderably  more  material. 

Still  another  reason  for  your 


interest  may  be  your  devotion  to 
the  American  ideal  of  the  free 
exchange  of  ideas  in  the  market¬ 
place.  Centenary  has  traditionally 
been  the  temple  of  the  open- 
minded.  She  has  afforded  her 
students  and  faculty  and  on  oc¬ 
casion  the  general  public  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  hear  both  sides  of 
hot  partisan  questions  and  oppos¬ 
ing  philosophies  in  the  delibera¬ 
tive  context  of  lecture  and  discus¬ 
sion. 

You  undoubtedly  appreciate 
the  cultural  contributions  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  to  this  region.  They  are 
noteworthy.  The  dramatic  pro¬ 
ductions  at  the  Marjorie  Lyons 
Playhouse;  the  musicales  at  the 
Hurley  Memorial  Music  Build¬ 
ing;  the  performances  of  religious 
music  —  choral  and  instrumental 
—  and  the  lectures  at  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel;  the  art  exhibi¬ 
tions  in  the  Library  and  the 
Playhouse;  the  special  collections 
of  Louisiana,  United  Methodist, 
and  Southern  history  in  the  Cline 
Room  of  the  Library  —  all  these 
have  long  been  recognized  as 
vitally  important  to  the  intellect¬ 
ual  and  aesthetic  life  of  our  state 
and  region. 

The  generosity  of  the  church 
to  Centenary  is  now  legendary. 
But  I  think  candor  will  compel 
the  objective  person  to  admit 
that  it  has  not  been  a  one-way 
relationship.  Centenary  wishes  to 
do  her  part;  she  feels  she  has 
done  so,  is  doing  so,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  in  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  her  faculty  and  alumni 
in  the  myriad  opportunities  she 
affords  all  citizens,  and  in  the 
integrity  which  she  intends  to 
maintain  in  the  highest  traditions 
of  academe.  She  should  do  no  less 
in  responding  to  your  support. 
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views 


OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Apollo  17  astronauts  Dr.  Harrison  II.  Schmitt  and 
Commander  Eugene  A.  Cernan,  participating  in 
“Space  Day  in  Utah”  told  leaders  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  (Mormon)  that  their 
space  flight  confirmed  their  belief  in  God.  Schmitt, 
a  United  Methodist,  said:  “We  have  put  man  on  the 
moon  six  times  and  have  been  to  the  moon  nine 
times  ...  He  did  it.  We  had  the  ambition  and  the 
curiosity,  but  He  did  it.”  Cernan,  a  Roman  Catholic, 
said:  “My  feeling  is  that  the  universe  is  too  beauti¬ 
ful  not  to  have  a  logical  and  purposeful  destiny  .  .  . 
He  gave  us  intelligence,  curiosity.  His  spirit,  His 
soul,  and  said:  ‘Go  to  it,  man,  explore  this  universe, 
explore  the  products  of  infinity  and  make  this  world 
a  better  place  for  man  to  live  in.’  ” 


Mississippi’s  le^lature  has  asked  Congress  (o 
call  a  convention  proposing  an  amend^nt  to 
the  U.  S.  Constitutimi  which  would  insure  the 
right  of  people  to  participate  in  voluntary  pray¬ 
er  in  any  public  building.  The  text  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  states:  “Nothing  contained 
in  this  Constitution  shjdl  abridge  the  right  of 
persons  lawfully  assembled,  in  any  public  buil¬ 
ding  which  is  supported  in  whole  or  in  part 
through  the  expenditure  of  public  funds,  to 
participate  in  voluntary  prayer.” 


Bethlehem’s  mayor,  Elias  M.  Freij,  who  is  said  to 
enjoy  a  highly  positive  reputation  among  Israelis,  is 
planning  to  do  something  concrete  about  what  he 
charges  is  “the  Christian  neglect”  of  this  ancient 
city  of  David  where  Jesus  was  born.  He  has  master¬ 
minded  what  he  terms  “a  beneficial  scheme”  to  re¬ 
habilitate  Bethlehem,  to  be  funded  by  charitable 
grants  from  American  Christians,  churches,  founda¬ 
tions,  and  even  such  giant  corporations  as  the  Beth¬ 
lehem  Steel  Corp.,  which  bears  the  name  of  the  an¬ 
cient  city.  To  make  the  rehabilitation  enterprise  pos¬ 
sible,  Major  Freij  —  an  Arab  Christian  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church  —  plans  to  visit 
the  U.S.  soon  to  set  up  a  charitable  foundation,  in¬ 
corporated  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  auth¬ 
orized  to  receive  tax-free  grants. 

The  longer  the  Arab  countries  put  off  direct 
negotiations  with  Israel,  the  worse  it  will  be  for 
the  Palestinian  Arabs,  Bethlehem’s  Mayor 
Elias  M.  Freij  said  in  an  interview.  “We  are 
an  occupied  country,”  he  said.  “We  Arabs  wmit 
peace.  This  is  our  land.  The  time  has  come 
that  a  stdution  be  found  to  our  just  cause.” 
“Nothing  short  negotiations  will  suffice,”  the 
mayor  said.  In  Jerusalem,  meanwhile,  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Knesset,  the  Israeli  parlia^nt,  also 
called  for  direct  negotiations  between  the  Arab 
states  and  Israel. 

The  broadcasting  industry  was  warned  a  second  time 
in  three  weeks  by  Congressmen  to  do  something 
about  alleged  violence,  obscenity  and  vulgarity  in 
programing  or  face  the  composition  of  new  govern¬ 
ment  regulations.  Rep.  Harley  Staggers  (W.  Va.), 
chairman  of  the  House  Commerce  Committee  ad¬ 
monished  the  president  of  the  Nat’l.  Assn,  of  Broad¬ 
casters,  that  the  “time  has  come  for  the  broadcast¬ 
ing  industry  to  make  some  rules  now  before  Con¬ 
gress  does.” 


Plans  for  the  first  joint  convention  program  of 
black  and  white  N.  Car.  Baptists  have  been 
outlined  at  Raleigh,  N.  Car.  A  joint  meeting  of 
the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention 
and  the  predominantly  Mack  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  is  scheduled  to  take  place  in 
Raleigh,  Nov.  4-6,  1974. 


The  Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU),  repre¬ 
sented  by  eight  major  denominations  —  including 
United  Methodism  —  voted  unanimously  April  6 
in  its  11th  plenary  meeting  in  Memphis  to  halt  ef¬ 
forts  on  a  detailed  plan  to  merge  into  a  22-million 
member  church.  The  action  was  attributed,  in  large 
part,  to  popular  rejection  of  what  many  churchmen 
interpreted  to  be  an  effort  by  some  church  leaders 
“to  radically  change  American  Protestant  life  with¬ 
out  consulting  churchgoers.” 

Although  not  advocating  an  over-all  anti-mis¬ 
sionary  law  in  Israel,  Israeli  Minister  of  Relig¬ 
ious  Affairs  Zerah  Warhaftig,  has  submitted  a 
suggested  amendment  to  Israel’s  “Law  of  Re¬ 
turn,”  which  offers  automatic  citizenship  to  any 
Jew  who  goes  to  live  there — to  prevent  such 
missionary  groups  as  “Jews  for  Jesus”  from 
“misusing”  the  law.  In  an  interview,  Warhaftig 
reiterated,  with  emphasis,  an  earlier  promise 
not  to  interfere  with  the  “freedom  of  worship” 
of  the  established  Churches. 

American  sentiment  against  amnesty  for  youth  who 
left  the  country  rather  than  fight  in  the  Vietnam 
war  has  hardened  since  the  cease-fire  and  the  re¬ 
turn  of  POWs,  according  to  the  Louis  Harris  Sur¬ 
vey.  “By  67-24  per  cent,  most  Americans  are  flatly 
against  any  kind  of  general  amnesty  for  those  who, 
for  whatever  reason,  refused  to  serve  in  the  armed 
forces  during  the  Vietnam  period,”  Harris  reported 
on  March  29.  The  survey  found  altitudes  more 
favorable  if  amnesty  required  two  years  of  non-mili¬ 
tary  service. 

An  international  missionary  effort  aimed  at  re¬ 
cruiting  100,000  men  and  women  for  Christian 
service  by  the  year  1980  has  been  launched  by 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  International. 
Called  The  Agape  Movement,  its  initial  project 
involves  the  training  of  1,000  men  and  women 
to  serve  in  South  Korea  at  the  invitation  of  that 
country’s  government.  Mission  workers  will 
teach  English  using  the  Bible  and  Campus 
Crusade  literature,  and  will  serve  as  profes¬ 
sional  doctors,  nurses  and  agricultural  work¬ 
ers.  Mission  teams  will  obtain  government  ap¬ 
proval  in  the  country  to  which  they  are  sent 
before  beginning  their  work. 

Most  of  the  time  Capt.  Fred  G.  Chambers,  55  of 
Pacific  Palisades,  Calif.,  flies  commercial  jets,  in¬ 
cluding  the  huge  747s,  for  American  Airlines.  How¬ 
ever,  the  United  Methodist  pilot  who  feels  that  shar¬ 
ing  his  vocational  and  technical  skill  is  part  of  his 
responsibility  as  a  Christian,  spends  his  vacations 
helping  missionaries  who  fly  small  planes  to  improve 
their  flying  techniques,  and  training  parachute  res¬ 
cue  teams.  His  “missionary  journeys”  have  included 
Africa,  Latin  America,  Indonesia  and  New  Guinea, 


In  Manila  Sunday  is  now  an  ordinary  working 
day,  made  so  by  the  Presidential  decree  M 
Ferdinand  E.  Marcos  in  what  he  said  is  a  move 
to  promote  full  employment  and  full  produc¬ 
tivity.  The  directive  automatically  repealed  a 
Sunday  Labor  Law  passed  in  1953  and  the  8- 
Hour  Labor  Law  which  preceded  national  in¬ 
dependence  in  1945.  Under  the  new  regula¬ 
tions,  employers  are  authorized  to  schedtde  the 
weekly  toy  of  rest  for  their  employees,  sub¬ 
ject  to  collective  bargaining  ^eements  and  to 
such  rules  as  the  Secretary  of  Labor  may  pre¬ 
scribe.  The  employee  is  to  be  paid  overtime 
only  when  he  works  on  a  Sunday  which  is  his 
scheduled  rest  day. 

A  Franciscan  priest  in  Los  Angeles,  the  Rev.  Mark 
R.  Day,  O.F.M.,  has  been  awarded  the  $3,000  Ralph 
Stoody  Fellowship  for  graduate  study  in  religious 
journalism  by  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Joint 
Committee  on  Communication.  The  fellowship, 
awarded  annually,  is  in  recognition  of  the  leadership 
of  the  Rev.  Ralph  Stoody  of  Pompano  Beach,  Fla., 
who  for  24  years  before  his  retirement  in  1964  head¬ 
ed  the  public  relations  office  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  The  grant  has  previously  been  awarded  to 
persons  not  related  to  the  Methodist  Church,  how¬ 
ever,  this  is  the  first  time  the  award  has  been  made 
to  a  Roman  CathdUc. 

Stressing  the  growing  “openness”  in  Baptist- 
Roman  Catholic  relations  after  five  centuries  of 
alienation,  the  78-page  proceedings  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist-Catholic  Southwestern  Regional  Conference 
held  last  October  was  released  in  Atlanta  and 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  Dr.  M.  Starkes,  secretary 
of  the  Baptist  interfaith  department,  said  in  his 
foreword  to  the  publication — “Living  the  Faith 
in  Today’s  World”  —  that  “in  the  last  third  of 
the  20th  Century  Baptists  and  Catholics  are 
actually  meeting  —  in  the  open  —  with  (^en- 
ness.” 

Two  United  Methodist  missionaries  on  furlough  from 
Rhodesia  have  been  refused  permission  to  re-enter 
that  country.  The  Rev.  Norman  Thomas  and  his 
wife  Winifred,  came  to  the  U.  S.  in  January  when 
Thomas  began  a  two-month  lecturing  stint  at  Pacific 
School  of  Religion  in  Berkeley,  Calif.  They  had 
planned  to  visit  United  Methodist  churches  around 
the  country  after  that  period,  and  to  return  to  Rho¬ 
desia  in  May.  But  Thomas,  who  came  to  St.  Louis 
for  a  sectional  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Bd. 
of  Global  Ministries  received  a  Feb.  22  order  from 
the  Rhodesian  Dept,  of  Immigration  saying  that  he 
and  his  family  (ineluding  four  children)  could  not 
return  because  he  was  considered  “an  undesirable 
inhabitant  of,  or  visitor  to,  Rhodesia.”  Thomas  said 
that  he  was  one  of  “at  least  40”  missionaries  who 
have  been  deported  or  denied  re-entry. 

t 


SAN  DIEGO  —  Former  pris¬ 
oners  of  war,  Navy  Captains 
Harry  T.  Jenkins,  James  B. 
Stockdale  and  Howard  E. 
Rutledge  (left  to  right),  dis¬ 
cuss  the  spiritual  side  of 
life  in  a  North  Vietnamese 
prison  camp  with  chaplains 
at  the  Balboa  Naval  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  San  Diego.  During 
their  three-hour  session  with 
a  group  of  chaplains  of  sev¬ 
eral  denominations,  the  three 
Naval  officers,  who  all 
spent  more  than  seven  years 
as  prisoners  of  war,  agreed 
there  was  no  doubt  in  their 
minds  that  individual  belief 
in  God  had  sustained  them 
during  prison  life.  All  three 
credited  early  church  train¬ 
ing  and  education  as  the 
key  elements  of  their  sur¬ 
vival.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Person-centered 
ministry  of 
outreach 
at 

First  Church, 
Lake  Charles 


Children  at  First  Church  Pre- 
School  and  Day-Care  Center.  The 
12-year-old  program  is  available 
to  children  three  to  six  years  of 
age;  current  enrollment  is  85. 
The  center,  open  from  7:30  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.,  five  doys  a  week,  is 
specifically  planned  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  needs  of  working 
parents.  The  children  are  well 
cared  for  in  a  Christian  environ¬ 
ment  which  aids  their  emotional 
and  spiritual  growth  as  they 
learn.  The  center  is  licensed  by 
the  Louisiana  State  Welfare 
Board;  therefore,  health  measures 
and  safety  precautions  are  check¬ 
ed  regularly.  Commissioner  of 
Public  Health  Garland  L.  Bonin 
has  commended  the  center  for 
surpassing  licensing  require¬ 
ments. 


AT  LEFT:  Break  between 
classes  for  Junior  High 
students  in  the  Tutoring 
Service  at  First  Church 
Education  Building.  The 
purpose  of  the  four-year-old 
service  is  to  encourage  the 
students  to  learn,  to  promote 
good  study  habits,  and  to 
show  Christian  concern  for 
each  individual  youngster 
by  helping  him  to  have  faith 
in  himself  and  in  God.  The 
students  -  30  to  65  each 
year  —  come  from  Reynaud 
and  Pearl  Watson  Junior 
High  Schools  to  the  Tues¬ 
day  night  sessions  and  have 
made  noticeable  improve¬ 
ment  in  both  grades  and 
attitudes. 


The  Don’t  Mention  Age 
(DMA)  Club's  annual  bazaar 
in  October,  1972.  The  club, 
organized  in  1954  with  45 
members,  is  devoted  to 
Christian  fellowship  and 
service  to  others.  The  ba¬ 
zaar—  an  annual  highlight  — 
features  sewing,  preserving, 
and  canning  done  by  the 
members.  Members  also 
keep  in  touch  with  older 
adults  in  nursing  homes  and 
in  their  own  homes  by  visits, 
cards,  and  gifts.  The  group 
has  grown  to  120  members 
represented  by  nine  demon- 
inations.  Meetings  are  held 
on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of 
the  month  from  9:30  a.m. 
through  the  lunch  hour. 


Cub  Pack  5  of  First  Church  (shown  with  leaders)  presents  a  history  of  the  United  States  flag  - 
only  one  facet  of  their  training  for  good  citizenship  in  a  church-oriented  environmerrt. 


First  Church  is  participating  in  a  program  to  teach 
adults  to  read  and  write.  The  school  began  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1972,  and  at  present  there  are  12  students. 
Classes  meet  for  1)^  hours  on  Monday  and  Wednes¬ 
day  nights.  Tutors,  one  for  each  student,  were 
trained  in  a  workshop  last  September.  The  Laubach 
method  of  teaching  is  used  and  the  program  is  under 
the  auspices  of  Laubach  Literacy,  Inc.,  a  non-profit 
corporation  founded  in  1955  by  Dr.  Frank  C.  Lau¬ 
bach,  a  United  Methodist  missionary.  Anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  program  can  contact  Mrs.  B.  R.  Prothro, 
477-8231,  for  further  information. 

Other  ministries: 


•  The  Church  Bus  Ministry,  started  last  Octo¬ 
ber,  canvasses  neighborhoods  for  youth  who 
need  to  attend  church  school  and  worship.  A 
bus  takes  the  children  to  the  church  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  where  a  light  breakfast  is  pro¬ 
vided.  After  church  school  and  Children’s 
Church,  they  are  returned  to  their  homes. 

®  In  an  enrichment  program  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women,  multi-craft  groups 
have  been  formed.  Such  interest  groups  in¬ 
clude  needlework,  arts  and  crafts,  and  dec¬ 
orative  painting.  Needlepoint,  crewel,  and 
sessions  on  purse-making,  egg  decoration, 
and  decaling  are  among  the  activities  plan¬ 
ned. 

•  A  ceramics  class,  sponsored  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Missions  and  Social  Concerns,  has 
been  organized  to  encourage  Church-related 
creative  activity.  The  class  meets  from  10 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.  each  Tuesday  in  a  specially 
equipped  room. 

•  The  basketball  court  and  playground  are  re¬ 
ceiving  extensive  use  by  the  youth  of  the 
neighborhood  and  the  church  athletic  teams. 
These  facilities  are  serving  as  a  valuable 
tool  in  promoting  Christian  recreation  and 
service. 

(Dr.  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  is  senior  minister 
at  First  Church,  Lake  Charles;  the  Rev.  James 
W.  Ailor  is  associate  minister.) 
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Members  of  First  Annual  Festival  of  the  Arts  Committee  of  First 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  look  over  artwork  being  entered  in  the 
festival,  April  11-15.  Mrs.  Edward  Steiner  (right)  is  chairman  of 
the  Arts  Committee.  (Left)  Mrs.  Richard  See  looks  at  a  metal 
sculptured  dragon  fly,  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Stowe  stands  behind  sculp¬ 
tured  head  of  Mrs.  Steiner’s  daughter,  (photo  by  Charles  Carver) 


IIE  W  S 

I  ■  and 

llOTES 

A  25-YEAR  ANNIVERSARY  of  the 
Weekday  Nursery-Kindergarten  pro¬ 
gram  in  University  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  be  Sunday  afternoon,  April 
15,.  in  the  form  of  a  reception  and  open 
house.  Dr.  Lamar  Smith  is  the  senior 
minister  at  Reily  Memorial  University 
Church, 

RAYVILLE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Men  heard  as  guest  speaker  and  singer 
at  the  March  meeting,  the  Rev,  Rob 
Crichlow,  associate  pastor  of  First  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe.  He 
was  accompanied  at  the  piano  by  his 
wife.  The  Rayville  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 

THE  GONZALES  CHURCH  wUl 
have  the  “Faith  and  Justice”  study  dur¬ 
ing  Holy  Week  with  the  following  guest 
speakers:  Palm  Sundaye  evening.  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  William  P.  Fraser; 
Monday,  the  Rev.  Carole  Cotton,  as¬ 
sociate  at  Rayne  Memorial;  Tuesday, 
Tom  Matheny,  conference  lay  leader; 
Wednesday,  the  Rev.  Will  Finnin,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  LSU  Wesley  Foundation. 
The  Rev.  C.  B.  Humphreys  is  host 
pastor. 

CROWLEY’S  FIRST  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  scheduled  Holy  Week 
services  with  Dr.  Lamar  Smith,  pastor 
of  University  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge,  bringing  the  messages. 
The  Crowley  Church  had  Missionaries 
Ray  and  Elizabeth  Holt  as  guests  on 
April  1 .  The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  is  the 
pastor. 

ELYSIAN  FIELDS  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  host  to  a  presentation 
on  the  Passion  of  Christ  by  a  group 
from  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  University  in  DeKalb,  Ill. 
The  presentation  is  jointly  sponsored 
by  Gentilly  Methodist,  Gentilly  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  St.  Raphael  Roman  Catholic 
Churches.  The  Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron. 
Sr.  is  host  pastor. 

MRS.  LOUIS  COPPAGE  is  directing 
the  presentation  of  Peterson’s  “Halle¬ 
lujah!  What  a  Savior”  in  Lakeview 
Church  at  Minden,  April  15  at  10:45 
a.m.  Mary  Upshaw  is  organist,  Mrs, 
Ralph  Chandler,  pianist,  and  the  Rev. 
Louis  Coppage  is  narrator, 

MRS.  GEORGE  FORD  will  direct  the 
Cantata  “No  Greater  Love”  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church  at  Homer, 
on  Palm  Sunday  morning.  The  Rev. 
Cleburne  W,  Quaid  is  the  Homer  min¬ 
ister. 

“ASBURY  AND  OUTREACH”  was 
the  theme  of  the  March  series  on  “Uni¬ 
versity  of  Life”  in  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Lafayette.  Fea¬ 
tured  speakers  were  Captain  Floyd 
Langley  of  the  Salvation  Army  on 
March  1 1 ;  Father  Jude  Speyrer,  pastor 
of  Our  Lady  Queen  of  Peace  Church, 
on  March  18;  and  the  Rev.  Harry 
Ezell,  superintendent  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston,  on  March 
25, 


THE  JOYFUL  NOISE  singers  from 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana 
Tech,  Ruston,  led  the  worship  services 
in  First  Church,  Minden,  on  Sunday 
morning,  March  25,  The  Rev.  Kirby 
A.  Vining  was  host  pastor. 

YOUNG  PEOPLE  of  the  Eunice  and 
Opelousas  United  Methodist  Church 
held  a  joint  retreat  at  Camp  Brewer 
the  weekend  of  March  23-24.  Their 
pastors  are  the  Rev.  William  Eubanks 
and  Dr,  Jolly  Harper, 

DR.  WEBB  POMEROY,  Centenary 
College  professor,  taught  a  course  on 
the  Book  of  Acts  in  First  Church, 
Alexandria,  on  the  first  two  Sunday 
evenings  in  April, 

THE  TRINITY  CHURCH  study  on 
“Faith  and  Justice”,  based  on  the  book 
of  Romans,  began  in  Alexandria  on 
Sunday  night,  March  25,  with  the 
youth  presenting  the  drama  “The  Trial 
of  John  Doe  Everyman”,  based  on 
Romans,  chapters  1-8.  Directors  were 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Ransbottom  and  Mrs. 
Lamoine  Waggaman.  The  second  ses¬ 
sion  was  under  the  leadership  of  Paul 
McGowen.  The  Rev.  David  Felder, 
pastor,  had  the  third  session,  and  the 
course  will  conclude  April  15  with  the 
Youth  and  Children’s  Choirs,  led  by 
Carol  Marsh,  singing  “Songs  of 
Praise.” 


A  LAY  WITNESS  MISSION  will  be 
held  in  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Alexandria  on  April  27, 
28  and  29,  Jack  Dew  of  Monroe  will 
serve  as  coordinator.  Local  chairmen 
are  Frank  Cox  and  Eddie  Dezendorf. 
The  Rev.  M.  David  Felder  is  the  Trin¬ 
ity  minister. 

ROBERT’S  CHAPEL  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Denham  Springs  spon¬ 
sored  a  benefit  banquet  at  the  old  West 
Livingston  Gym  on  Saturday,  April  7. 
The  church  will  have  a  revival  the 
week  of  April  15-20.  The  Rev.  Clar¬ 
ence  Hillard  is  the  pastor. 

THE  DMA  Club  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  held  the 
monthly  program  and  luncheon  on 
Wednesday,  March  28.  Children  from 
the  Pre-School  gave  the  program.  DMA 
officers  are  Mrs.  Audrey  Cousins, 
president;  J.  E.  Ney,  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Kopp,  secretary;  and  C. 
1.  Reynolds,  treasurer. 


THE  REV.  HARRY  EZELL  preached 
in  the  Coushatta  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  and  presented  the 
work  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston.  The  Rev.  Paul  Car- 
roll  is  the  Coushatta  pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  BEADINOS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  g^uide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Apr.  15 — Sunday  Luke  19:28-40 


Apr.  16  . Luke  19:41-48 

Apr.  17  . Ex.  12:1-13; 

Matt.  26:  17-19 

Apr.  18  . Luke  22:47-71 

Apr.  19  . Luke  23:1-26 

Apr.  20 . Mark  15:24-41 

Apr,  21  . Luke  23:50-56 


Apr,  22 — Sunday  ..  Mark  16:1-11 


N  O  R  M  A  Z  I  M- 
MER  of  the  Law¬ 
rence  Welk  Show 
will  return  to  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port  for  the  Easter 
Church  Nite  Pro¬ 
gram,  closing  the 
year’s  series.  Other 
features  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  include  “Coach  of  the  Year,” 
Gene  Bartow  who  led  the  Memphis 
State  Basketball  Team  to  the  NCAA 
finals  against  UCLA;  also,  Mrs.  Grace 
Russell,  wife  of  a  Memphis  minister, 
who  wrote  an  inspiring  book  of  medi¬ 
tations  for  women  called  “Rings  and 
Things.”  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  is  senior 
minister  at  First  Church. 

“THE  MISFITS”,  a  men’s  quartet 
from  Centenary  College,  sang  at  the 
Farmerville  United  Methodist  Church 
at  a  recent  Saturday  supper.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  they  presented  several 
sacred  numbers  at  the  hour  of  wor¬ 
ship.  All  four  of  these  young  men, 
Chris  Middleton  of  Shreveport,  Denny 
Reedy  of  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  Karl  Dent 
of  Houston,  Tex.,  and  Dale  Martin  of 
Crowley,  are  members  of  the  Centen¬ 
ary  College  Choir.  The  Rev.  Leon 
Scott  is  pastor  at  the  Farmerville 
church. 

Wesley  Foundation 
honors  hostesses 

The  students  of  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  at  Monroe  prepared  and  served  a 
banquet  to  ladies  of  the  area  churches 
who  serve  them  a  weekly  luncheon 
throughout  the  school  year.  After  the 
meal,  the  students  presented  a  program 
for  the  115  ladies  and  their  ministers. 

Jana  Schaller,  a  sophomore  from 
Shreveport,  sang  three  songs.  Judy  Pri- 
meaux,  a  senior  pharmacy  major  from 
Bell  City,  expressed  words  of  gratitude 
to  the  ladies  for  their  contribution  in 
building  the  program  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation.  She  explained  that  her 
spiritual  growth  had  transpired  because 
of  her  being  a  part  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  for  several  years.  Pauline 
Halbert  presented  a  carnation  corsage 
to  Judy  Neff.  Judy,  a  junior  from 
Amarillo,  Texas,  planned  and  super¬ 
vised  the  entire  event. 

A  special  highlight  of  the  program 
was  a  presentation  by  Lucille  Good¬ 
win,  president  of  the  Monroe  District 
WSCS,  of  a  gift  to  missions  in  honor 
of  Kathy  Marie  Wilson,  danughter  of 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Wilson.  As 
Mrs.  Goodwin  presented  the  certificate, 
she  expressed  gratitude  to  the  Wesley 
Foundation  for  providing  a  meeting 
place  for  the  Executive  Committee  and 
various  other  WSCS  functions. 
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New  officers  of  the  Couples  Class  of  the  Broadmoor  Church  Shreveport, 
were  recently  installed  by  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor,  at  an  installation  ban¬ 
quet.  This  class  has  an  enrollment  of  370.  Front  row  left  to  right:  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Oscar  Jahnke;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  C.  Epes.  Back  row:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  David 
James,  Presidents;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Parker;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lee  Love;  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  John  Bray  (Mr.  Bray  not  shown);  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Hood. 
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Comment 

Participation  in  mission  is  the  basic  purpose 
of  the  women’s  organization  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  This  is  accomplished  in  part  through 
the  pledge  to  mission  gifts.  99.2%  of  the  budget 
of  the  Women’s  Division  depends  on  such  gifts 
from  the  local  members. 

To  help  in  interpretation  of  our  organization 
and  its  mission  program,  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery 
of  Baton  Rouge  has  agreed  to  act  as  Associate 
Treasurer  this  year  (this  is  in  addition  to  being  a 
Jurisdiction  Member-at-large).  Mrs.  Chrisentery 
attended  a  Conference  Officers  Training  meeting 
in  March  where  she  says  “Special  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  purpose  of 
the  organization,  becoming  a  supportive  community,  perceiving  our  role 
as  women  in  mission,  becoming  involved  in  the  total  outreach  of  the 
church,  and  expending  effort  toward  becoming  missionaries  where  we  are. 
To  this  end  the  importance  of  all  types  of  giving  was  highlighted  —  Spe¬ 
cial  Memberships,  Special  Mission  Projects,  and  Pledges,  keeping  in  mind 
the  PURPOSE  for  our  being.” 

The  prime  concern  of  your  conference  Committee  on  Finance  is  to 
share  information  with  local  members  through  workshops,  training  ses¬ 
sions,  and  letters  promoting  all  avenues  of  finance.  To  best  accomplish 
this,  you  in  the  local  units  of  UMW,  WSCS,  or  WSG  will  have  to  cooper¬ 
ate  with  us  by  inviting  the  services  we  hope  to  give.  Contact  your  District 
Treasurers. 

Let’s  make  this  a  great  year  for  giving  to  missions  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  !  !  ! 

— Mrs.  James  T.  Spencer,  Conference  Treasurer 


Mrs.  Virginia  Law  Shell  will  be  in 
Ruston  Wednesday,  April  17,  to  speak 
at  a  retreat  for  women  at  Toma  Lodge. 
The  time  is  9:30  a.m.  until  2  p.m. 
Mrs.  Shell  (then  Virginia  Law)  was  in 
Ruston  District  last  year  and  is 
brought  back  by  popular  demand.  She 
is  a  former  missionary  to  the  Congo 
(1949  until  her  husband,  Burleigh 
Law,  was  killed  in  the  1964  political 
uprising).  Presently  she  is  director 
of  the  Family  Worship  Department  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism. 

CHURCH  HEALTH 
AND  WELFARE 
HOLD  33RD  MEETING 

The  33rd  annual  convention  of  the 
United  Methodist  National  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  met 
in  Atlanta,  Mar.  13-15.  The  500  repre¬ 
sentatives  heard  a  keynote  address 
from  Bishop  Paul  A,  Washburn  of 
Chicago,  president  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
is  considered  as  “a  demonstrated  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  Christian  Gospel  in  di¬ 
rect  services  to  those  who  hurt  and 
have  particular  needs.  It  is  concerned 
with  emotional,  physical,  and  spiritual 
health  and  well-being  of  all  persons.” 
The  program  theme  was  “Which  Way 
Tomorrow?” 

Bishop  Washburn  confronted  and 
challenged  the  convention  with  a  stir¬ 
ring  message  using  the  “Great  Com¬ 
mandment”  as  his  text.  A  question 
asked  of  the  body,  “Is  the  compassioil 
quotient  of  our  church  able  to  keep  us 
in  our  ‘servant  role’  as  mounting  frus¬ 
trations  of  human  needs  surround  us?” 

United  Methodists,  from  the  very 
earliest  days  of  the  denomination,  have 
been  concerned  about  health  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  all  men.  In  1740,  soon  after 
the  first  Methodist  society  began  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Old  Foundry  in  London,  a 
free  dispensary  was  opened  by  John 
Wesley.  He  believed  and  taught  that 
Christians  had  a  primary  duty  to  care 
for  the  poor,  the  sick  and  the  helpless. 

Now,  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
more  than  10-million  members  strong, 
is  deeply  involved  on  a  daily  basis 
with  the  health  and  welfare  of  many 
more  millions,  both  in  and  outside  the 
church.  Some  idea  of  the  enormous 
size  and  great  variety  of  niinistries  car¬ 
ried  on  under  the  name  of  United 
Methodism  can  be  seen  in  the  statis¬ 
tics  below. 

Agency  Ministries: 

Aging  services:  185,  with  persons 
served  in  1972,  59,036. 

Health  Care  Services:  There  arc  78 
agencies  with  4,770,250  persons  served 
in  1972. 


Children  and  Youth  Services,  1972: 

The  64  institutions  served  24,400  per¬ 
sons. 

Residences:  The  15  resident-homes 
cared  for  1,750  persons. 

United  Methodist  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  in  1972:  Operated  342 
agencies,  and  served  4,855,436  people 
in  need. 

The  Ministries  gave  $47,993,210  in 
free  services,  expended  $792,059,875 
in  operating  budget,  employed  83,176 
persons,  and  received  $11,859,065 
from  churches  and  conferences. 

Church  Pro^ams: 

In  addition  to  its  extensive  agency 
ministries,  the  church  has  an  even 
greater  opportunity  for  service  through 
its  local  congregations.  Many  churches 
are  actively  involved  in  local  programs 
to  help  meet  the  Health  and  Welfare 
needs  of  persons  in  church  and  com¬ 
munity.  Golden  Cross  Sunday  is  a 
way  to  get  your  church  involved. 
Golden  Cross  Sunday  Observance 
Growing: 

More  annual  conferences  observed 
Golden  Cross  Sunday  in  1972  than 
ever  before.  In  1970  when  the  General 
Program  Council  designated  the  first 
Sunday  in  May  as  Golden  Cross  Sun¬ 
day,  23  conferences  encouraged  local 
churches  to  take  special  offerings  on 
that  day.  Now  the  number  has  grown 
to  68. 

In  1972  these  conferences  reported 
that  they  raised  more  than  $800,000. 
This  is  up  from  $280,000  in  1970. 
Golden  Cross  funds  are  used  to  pay 
medical  bills  for  the  indigent,  support 
scholarship  programs  for  nursing  stu¬ 
dents  and  other  health  and  welfare 
services  not  provided  by  other  pro¬ 
grams  or  funds.  The  annual  confer¬ 
ence  retains  all  funds  raised  through 
the  Golden  Cross  offerings  and  deter¬ 
mines  how  the  moneys  are  to  be  spent. 

Those  from  this  area  attending  the 
Health  and  Welfare  meeting  in  Atlanta 
included,  from  Louisiana:  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  P.  Perry  and  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
fred  Pollar;  and  from  Arkansas:  the 
Rev.  Michael  A.  Velchoff,  the  Rev. 
Harold  Spence,  and  Mrs.  Alice  Pres¬ 
ton.  The  report  printed  above  was  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Mrs.  Preston. 


CONFERENCE  OFFICERS 
TRAINED  IN  CINCINNATI 

by  Carol  Marie  Herb 

At  the  Conference  Officers’  Train¬ 
ing  Event  for  500  women  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  March  8-11,  one  could 
sense  that  the  women  felt  they  were 
part  of  an  important  movement  and 
not  just  an  organization.  There  was  no 
question  but  that  mission  is  a  basic 
part  of  this  movement. 

One  delegate  expressed  it  this  way; 
“Everyone  is  both  a  missionary  and  a 
mission  field.”  Two  sessions  were 
based  on  the  themes:  “Why  Mission?”, 
“The  Where  of  Mission?”  and  “With 
Whom  Are  We  in  Mission?” 

The  national  training  session  for 
United  Methodist  Women  was  struc¬ 
tured  in  a  very  participatory  style,  in 
which  leaders  dialogued  with  each 
other  and  with  the  participants.  It  was 
evident  throughout  the  conference  that 
women  from  minority  and  Third 
World  groups  were  much  more  verbal 
than  they  have  been  in  recent  years. 
It  was  clear  that  what  they  had  to  say 
was  listened  to  with  eagerness  for  new 
insights  into  some  of  today’s  problems. 

The  Women’s  Division  staff,  officers 
and  members  ran  the  conference  in  a 
collaborative  style  with  all  taking  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  leadership.  Several  staff 
members  from  the  National,  World, 
and  Education  and  Cultivation  Divi¬ 
sions  were  also  on  workshop  teams. 
All  are  divisions  of  the  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries. 

There  were  both  interest  group  and 
officer  workshops.  The  interest  groups 
touched  on  the  topics  of  women,  mis¬ 
sion,  programming,  finances,  current 
social  issues,  education,  communica¬ 
tion,  worship,  the  Third  World,  dis¬ 
tricts,  priority  issues  of  the  Women’s 
Division. 

Attending  the  Cincinnati  meeting 
from  this  region  were,  from  Louisiana: 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Prophet,  Mrs.  Arthur  John¬ 
son,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon,  Mrs.  George 
Chastain,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Martin  Wagnon 
and  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery. 


Miss  Mann 


LOUISIANA  WOMEN’S 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
TO  HAVE  GUEST  SPEAKER 

Miss  Marjorie  L.  Mann  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.  will  attend  the  joint  execu¬ 
tive  committee  meeting  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  officers  of  Women’s  Society  and 
Guild  which  is  to  be  held  in  Alexan¬ 
dria  on  Saturday,  April  14.  She  has 
been  invited  to  attend  as  a  resource 
person,  assisting  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  in  plans  for  becoming  United 
Methodist  Women.  Miss  Mann  is  a 
member  of  the  “Planning  Group  of 
24”  which  formulated  plans  for  the 
new  organization  and  she  is  now  serv¬ 
ing  as  Secretary  of  the  North  Alabama 
Conference  of  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en. 

A  member  of  the  Nashville  Region¬ 
al  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Assembly  Committee,  Miss 
Mann  has  shown  her  leadership  quali¬ 
ties  in  many  ways.  She  has  held  prac¬ 
tically  every  office  in  the  local  Wesle¬ 
yan  Service  Guild;  was  District  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Relations  Chairman  for 
two  years;  served  as  District  Chairman 
of  Birmingham  District  for  four  years; 
filled  an  unexpired  term  as  Conference 
Missionary  Education;  and  was  Con¬ 
ference  Chairman  of  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  for  nearly  five  years. 

Miss  Mann  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Steering  Committee  in  her  own 
conference  and  as  Chairman  of  the 
Nominating  Committee  to  secure  of¬ 
ficers  for  United  Methodist  Women. 
“We  were  also  merging  the  North  Ala¬ 
bama  Conference  and  the  Central  Ala¬ 
bama  Conference  at  the  same  time  and 
were  securing  officers  from  black, 
white,  WSCS  and  WSG,”  says  Miss 
Mann,  “and  had  actually  four  groups 
coming  together.” 

She  is  a  native  of  Georgia  and  at¬ 
tended  schools  in  both  Georgia  and 
Alabama.  She  is  secretary  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Vice-President  and  Secretary 
of  Protective  Life  Insurance  Company, 
a  position  she  has  held  for  21  years. 

t 

News  in  Brief 

MRS.  IDA  K.  WOODS  was  recently 
honored  as  “The  Woman  of  the  Year” 
in  St.  Matthew  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Algiers.  Mrs.  Doris  D.  Bush 
narrated  her  history  of  Christian  ser¬ 
vice  and  Mrs.  Joan  Kennedy  dedicated 
the  song  “If  I  Can  Help  Somebody” 
to  her.  Honored  on  the  same  program 
were  Mrs.  Bessie  Carter,  wife  of  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Eddie  Carter,  and 
Mrs.  Virginia  Dewar. 
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(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  —  March,  April  and  M(^  —  under  the  general 
topic:  “Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.") 


LESSON  FOR  APRIL  22;  Christ  Conquered 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  J»hn  11:17-44;  1 
Corinthians  15:20-28,  51-57 

MEMORY  SELECTION;  I  am  the  resurrection, 
and  the  life:  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live:  And  whosoever 
liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die.  (John 
11:25-26) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  find  deeiw  meaning  in 
the  Easter  ht^  for  everyday  living. 

*  *  * 

“Now  if  this  is  what  we  proclaim,  that  Christ 
was  raised  from  the  dead,  how  can  some  of  you  say 
there  is  no  resurrection  of  the  dead?  If  there  be  no 
resurrection,  then  Christ  was  not  raised;  and  if 
Christ  was  not  raised,  then  our  Gospel  is  null  and 
void,  and  so  is  your  faith  .  .  .  But  the  truth  is, 
Christ  was  raised  to  life  —  the  first  fruits  of  the 
harvest  of  the  dead.  For  since  it  was  a  man  who 
brought  death  into  the  world,  a  man  also  brought 
resurrection  of  the  dead.  As  in  Adam  all  men  die, 
so  in  Christ  all  will  be  brought  to  life.” 

This  was  Paul’s  statement  of  his  own  faith  and 
of  the  faith  of  the  New  Testament  church.  It  has 
also  been  the  faith  of  the  followers  of  Christ  through 

the  centuries  that  followed. 

*  *  * 

THE  CENTRAL  FAITH  OF  CHRISTENDOM 

Have  you  ever  asked  yourself  why  it  is  that  so 
many  people  who  are  only  infrequent  attendants  at 
services  of  worship  always  make  it  a  point  to  go  to 
church  on  Easter  Sunday?  The  cynic  says,  “com¬ 
mercialism  —  custom  —  curosity  —  parade.”  These 
have  their  part  in  the  answer,  but  there  is  something 
deeper.  There  is  an  instinctive  recognition  in  the 
hearts  of  many  of  these  people  that  this  Day  sym¬ 
bolizes  and  proclaims  the  central  reality  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  —  the  Resurrection.  Without  the  Resur¬ 
rection  there  would  be  no  Christian  faith,  no  Church, 
no  positive,  life-giving  message  for  the  world. 

With  an  ancient  creed  of  Christendom  we  af¬ 
firm,  “I  believe  in  God,  the  Father  Almighty  .  .  . 
and  the  Life  Everlasting.”  If  the  first  of  these  af¬ 
firmations  is  an  expression  of  our  individual  faith, 
it  will  not  be  difficult  for  us  to  go  on  to  the  second. 
Indeed,  if  we  accept  the  one  we  are  compelled  to 
follow  through  to  the  other.  We  cannot  stop  short 
of  it.  If  the  God  of  the  universe  whose  power  is 
sufficient  to  create  personalities  of  such  nobility  and 
worth  as  some  whom  we  have  known  is  also  a  God' 
of  such  understanding  love  that  we  can  best  describe 
him  by  calling  him,  “Father”,  then  we  cannot  es¬ 
cape  the  conviction  that  such  a  God  will  not  allow 
souls  like  these  to  perish.  In  the  firm  grip  of  this 
assurance  we  say,  with  poet  Tennyson: 

“Thou  wilt  not  leave  us  in  the  dust: 

Thou  madest  man,  he  knows  not  why. 

He  thinks  he  was  not  made  to  die; 

And  thou  hast  made  him:  Thou  art  just.” 

This  is  our  Christian  faith. 

*  *  * 


REALITY  OR  ILLUSION? 

How  are  we  to  help  these  people  who  are  iti- 
clined  to  believe  that  the  appearances  of  Jesus  to  the 
disciples  were  illusions  that  were  produced  by  wish¬ 
ful  and  hopeful  imaginations?  The  best  answer  that 
I  know  is  to  remind  them  of  the  facts  of  history  as 
revealed  by  each  of  the  four  Gospel  writers.  Dr. 
James  Stewart  of  Scotland  has  described  two  scenes 
that  are  related  to  the  life-changing  event.  “One  is 
an  Upper  Room  in  Jerusalem  on  the  night  after 
Calvary  and  a  little  group  of  men  cowering  behind 
bolted  and  barricaded  doors.  Fear  is  on  every  face. 
But  even  more  markedly  than  fear,  dejection  is 
written  there,  hopeless,  final,  irretrievable  dejection. 
Dazed  and  stunned  and  bewildered  they  sit  in  si¬ 
lence,  too  heartbroken  to  speak,  too  benumbed  in 
soul  to  pray.  Everything  is  at  an  end.  Fate  has  beat¬ 
en  them.  There  is  nothing  left  to  live  for.  This  is  one 
picture  —  utter,  abject  defeat. 

“Here  is  the  other.  A  few  weeks  later  the  same 
group  of  men,  but  not  skulking  behind  closed  doors 
now!  They  are  out  in  the  streets.  They  are  aflame 
with  super-human  confidence.  Their  words  ring  like 
iron.  They  have  a  message  to  which  the  world  can 
but  listen.  They  are  absolutely  fearless  and  over¬ 
whelmingly  happy.  They  are  planning  the  conquest 
of  the  earth.” 

The  same  men  but  how  amazingly  different! 
What  had  happened  between  these  two  scenes?  The 
explanation  is  given  in  three  words,  “Christ  is  Risen.” 
The  least  we  can  say  in  reply  to  the  illusion  theory 
is  that  intelligent  men  do  not  voluntarily  offer  their 
lives  in  martyrdom  on  the  basis  of  a  self-induced 
illusion.  Something  real  —  to  them,  the  most  real 
thing  in  the  world  —  had  happened. 

♦  *  * 

THE  DIFFERENCE  THIS  FAITH  MAKES 

You  may  have  heard  the  expression,  “Why  be 
concerned  about  whether  there  is  life  beyond  the 
grave?  One  world  at  a  time.”  But  the  question  is  not 
so  simple  as  that.  What  we  believe  about  the  destiny 
that  lies  beyond  this  life  has  a  direct  bearing  upon 
our  understanding  of  the  meaning  and  purpose  of 
these  fleeting  years.  If  a  man  tells  you,  in  complete 
candor,  that  he  does  not  believe  in  immortality  he 
has  told  you  a  great  deal  about  his  evaluation  of  the 
meaning  or  lack  of  meaning  in  this  entire  universe. 
He  has  told  you  that  to  him  human  life  is  a  short, 
uncertain  span  on  this  planet,  that  it  is  not  sustained 
by  any  eternal  values,  and  that  on  any  day  it  may 
be  snuffed  out.  It  is  no  wonder  that  under  this  a'p- 
praisal  of  our  existence  human  life  becomes  cheap 
and  the  incentive  to  living  at  its  hopeful  and  coura¬ 
geous  best  has  disappeared. 

A  confident  belief  in  life  everlasting  produces  two 
positive  results  in  the  life  of  the  individual  believer. 
First,  it  takes  away  the  fear  of  death.  The  skeptic 
sometimes  says,  “The  trouble  with  you  Christians  is 
that  you  give  too  much  attention  to  death.  You  be¬ 
come  morbid  about  it.”  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  nor¬ 
mal  Christian  does  not  think  or  talk  excessively 
about  death.  His  major  theme  is  life  —  life  now 


Sin  and  Death 


and  life  forever.  He  recognizes  that  death  is  an  expe¬ 
rience  through  which  each  one  of  us  must  pass. 
There  is  no  escape.  He  regards  it  as  a  normal  tran¬ 
sition  from  one  stage  of  existence  to  another.  The 
people  who  have  most  trouble  with  an  abnormal 
fright  of  death  are  those  who  attempt  to  avoid  any 
thought  of  it.  They  push  the  idea  down  into  the 
sub-conscious  from  which  it  sometimes  erupts  with 
distressing  results.  For  Christians  death  holds  no 
terrors  because  they  are  confident  that  the  same  un¬ 
failing  love  and  grace  which  has  sustained  them  on 
this  side  of  the  divide  will  be  sufficient  for  whatever 
experience  may  be  met  on  the  other  side. 

^  -it 

MEANING  IS  GIVEN  TO  ORDINARY  LIVING 

Second,  this  faith  gives  meaning  and  purpose 
to  the  daily  round  of  existence.  It  pushes  back  the 
horizons  of  what  would  otherwise  be  a  restricted 
and  hazardous  journey  with  nothing  in  prospect  but 
a  dead  end.  Dr.  Jowett,  the  famous  English  preach¬ 
er,  was  at  one  time  pastor  in  a  town  by  the  sea.  In 
his  congregation  was  an  elderly  shoemaker  whose 
shop  was  small  and  cluttered  with  the  tools  of  his 
trade.  While  visiting  with  him  one  day  Dr.  Jowett 
inquired,  “Don’t  you  feel  awfully  cramped  and  con¬ 
fined  in  this  little  shop?”  “Sometimes  I  do,”  he  re¬ 
plied,  “and  when  I  do  I  just  open  this  window.” 
And  going  to  the  back  of  the  tiny  shop  he  opened 
a  window  that  looked  out  upon  the  sea.  Something 
of  the  vastness  of  the  ocean  came  into  the  stuffy 
little  room  and  transformed  it  into  a  different  place. 
This  is  what  faith  in  the  life  everlasting  can  do  for 
the  drab  and  unexciting  routine  of  everyday  living. 
It  can  let  in  some  of  the  light  of  eternity  and  even 
the  commonplace  round  of  activities  takes  on  new 
meaning  and  significance.  This  is  no  doubt  the 
reason  why  the  early  Negro  spirituals  had  so  much 
to  say  about  heavenly  chariots  and  angel  bands,  and 
the  land  over  Jordan.  The  assurance  of  something 
better  beyond  helped  to  make  the  burden  and  trials 
of  slavery  bearable. 

*  *  * 

OUR  HOPE  AND  TRUST  ARE  IN  GOD 

And  what  are  we  to  say  at  this  Easter  season 
to  those  who  are  adjusting  to  a  deep  bereavement? 
Perhaps  no  more  comforting  word  could  be  offered 
than  the  counsel  of  Dr.  Borden  P.  Bowne,  a  great 
Christian  teacher,  in  a  letter  to  a  grieving  friend; 
“Meanwhile,  let  grief  have  its  way.  It  is  natural  and 
human  and  Christian  to  do  so.  But  do  not  try  to  ex¬ 
plain  or  understand  or  to  be  reconciled.  Leave  all 
that  and  fall  back  on  God.”  This,  indeed,  is  the 
Christian  response. 

And  so  with  all  Christians  all  over  the  world  we 
join  again  with  Paul  in  his  affirmation:  “And  when 
our  mortality  has  been  clothed  with  immortality, 
then  the  saying  of  Scripture  will  come  true:  ‘Death 
is  swallowed  up;  victory  is  won!’  ‘O  Death  where  is 
your  victory?  O  Death  where  is  your  sting?’  The 
sting  of  death  is  sin  and  sin  gains  its  power  from  the 
law;  but  God  be  praised.  He  gives  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 
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Denver  seminary  introducing 
'Niff  at  Aspen'  summer  studies 


Bishops  in  drought 
stricken  India 
request  aid 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Having  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  earthquake  in  Mana¬ 
gua,  and  gearing  up  to  help  meet  post¬ 
ceasefire  needs  in  Indochina,  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Committee  On  Relief 
and  other  church  agencies  are  being 
faced  with  drought  developing  in  sec¬ 
tions  of  India. 

As  press  accounts  tell  of  an  influx 
of  refugees  to  Bombay  from  drought- 
stricken  areas,  India’s  four  United 
Methodist  bishops  have  asked  fellow 
churchmen  in  America  for  $100,000  in 
Aid.  UMCOR  has  responded  with  an 
initial  $15,000  sent  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
V.  Marble,  India’s  UMCOR  director, 
for  emergency  assistance  in  well-drill¬ 
ing  and  food  distribution. 

The  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  New 
York,  UMCOR  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary,  said  he  would  ask  his  agency, 
a  unit  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  at  its  March  24-25  meeting  in  St. 
Louis  for  authorization  to  send  the  re¬ 
maining  $85,000. 

Knowing  drought  was  bringing  hun¬ 
ger  and  suffering  in  its  wake.  Dr. 
Haines  said,  UMCOR  and  other  de¬ 
nominations  through  Church  World 
Service  (CWS),  ecumenical  Protestant 
Relief  agency,  bought  1,000,000 
pounds  of  American  wheat  recently 
for  India.  That  in  itself  was  unusual, 
he  said,  as  huge  grain  sales  to  China 
and  Russia  have  so  lowered  the  Ameri¬ 
can  wheat  supply  that  CWS  had  to  go 
into  the  commercial  market  rather  than 
getting  it  from  government  surplus 
grain  as  in  the  last  several  years. 

Dr.  Haines  added  UMCOR  is  also 
responding  by  arranging  for  well-drill¬ 
ing  equipment  to  be  moved  to  drought 
areas.  Rigs  and  other  equipment  were 
bought  with  United  Methodists’  gifts  to 
the  1967  India  famine  appeal  offering. 

In  developments  in  two  other  disas¬ 
ter-hit  parts  of  the  world,  the  UMCOR 
chief  said  Stack-Sack  homes  for  200- 
300  families  will  be  going  up  soon  in 
Managua  and  on  the  Bay  of  Bengal  in 
Bangladesh.  He  asserted  that  hereto¬ 
fore  housing  material  has  not  been 
found  that  will  withstand  cyclones  such 
as  that  which  engulfed  tidal  areas  of 
Bangladesh  in  1971.  Stack-sack  is  an 
experimental  low-cost  material  com¬ 
prising  steel  rods  and  bags  of  hardened 
sand,  cement  and  gravel  —  said  to  be 
able  to  withstand  earthquakes  and  hur~ 
ricane-force  winds.  Use  by  UMCOR 
began  in  reconstruction  in  the  Peru 
earthquake  zone  in  1970  and  has 
spread  to  Nicaragua  and  Bangladesh, 
Dr.  Haines  said. 

t 

DR.  J.  OTIS  YOUNG  DIES 

Dr.  J.  Otis  Young,  widely  known 
among  national  and  international  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodists,  died  at  age  70,  on 
April  4  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Dr. 
Young,  associate  publisher  of  the 
Board  of  Publications  of  The  denomi¬ 
nation  for  15  years  until  his  retirement 
on  Oct.  31,  1972,  was  vice-chairman 
of  the  World  Methodist  Committee  on 
Family  Life. 

He  was  a  familar  General  Confer¬ 
ence  figure  for  many  years,  and  served 


DENVER,  Colo.  —  Theological 
education  will  join  the  ranks  of  other 
advanced  studies  programs  in  Aspen, 
Colo.,  this  summer  when  “Iliff  at  As¬ 
pen”  opens. 

Officials  of  The  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  here  said  the  program  will  be 
operated  as  an  extension  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  seminary’s  annual  sum¬ 
mer  session  and  will  be  the  first  serious 
attempt  to  make  theology  a  part  of  the 
rapidly  growing  intellectual  commun¬ 
ity  in  Aspen. 

Among  the  institutions  which  are 
now  a  part  of  the  Aspen  educational 
environment  are  the  Aspen  Center  for 
Environmental  Studies,  Aspen  Center 
for  Physics,  Aspen  Institute  for  Hum¬ 
anistic  Studies,  Medical  and  Living 
Arts  Foundation,  Given  Institute  of 
Pathology  as  well  as  schools  for  the 
performing  arts  and  university  exten¬ 
sion  programs. 

“We  propose  to  bring  together  a 
community  of  theological  scholars  and 
searching  inquirers,  b^oth  lay  and  cler¬ 
gy,  in  the  midst  of  the  cultural  and 
intellectual  activities  which  center  in 
Aspen,”  explained  Dr.  Chester  A. 
Pennington,  one  of  three  Iliff  profes¬ 
sors  who  will  be  teaching  at  Aspen  this 
summer. 

Dr.  Harvey  H.  Potthoff,  another 
Iliff  professor  who  will  be  teaching  at 
Aspen,  said  the  program  is  “a  symbol 
of  something  that  is  a  part  of  the  fut¬ 
ure  ...  the  way  of  the  future  will 
be  engaging  persons  in  conversations 
about  the  whole  realm  of  values. 


DELAWARE,  Ohio  (UMI)— Level¬ 
ing  an  attack  on  state  lotteries,  Meth¬ 
odist  Theological  School  professor  M. 
Paul  Minus,  Jr.,  says  in  the  March  21 
issue  of  The  Christian  Century  that 
they  represent  “America’s  irresponsi¬ 
ble  stewardship.” 

Dr.  Minus,  a  professor  of  church 
history  at  the  United  Methodist  sem¬ 
inary  here,  says  that  while  churches 
must  continue  to  work  to  change  the 
social  conditions  that  tempt  people  to 
gamble  away  their  money  they  must 
also  speak  to  the  “major  symptoms  of 
the  sickness,”  of  which  state  lotteries 
are  the  most  visible. 

Seven  states  now  have  state-operated 
lotteries;  other  states  have  amended 
their  constitutions  to  permit  such  lot¬ 
teries;  still  others  are  considering  the 
move. 

By  developing  state  lotteries.  Dr. 
Minus  said  a  “spirit  of  selfishness  re¬ 
ceives  respectable  institutional  form.” 

Dr.  Minus’s  own  state  of  Ohio  is 
now  considering  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  permit  state  lotteries. 
He  is  chairman  of  an  Ohio  Council  of 
Churches  task  force  which  is  trying  to 
persuade  Ohio  voters  to  reject  the  pro¬ 


as  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  En¬ 
tertainment  and  Program  for  the  1968 
and  1970  General  Conferences. 

As  a  member  of  the  West  Ohio  Con¬ 
ference,  Dr.  Young  served  Ohio  pas- 


Christian  Theology  at  Iliff,  will  jointly 
conduct  a  course  titled  Religion  and 
Psychiatry  in  Dialogue  with  Dr.  James 
A.  Galvin,  a  Denver  psychiatrist  and 
adjunct  professor  at  Iliff. 

Dr.  Pennington,  Professor  of  Preach¬ 
ing  and  Worship  at  Iliff,  will  offer  an 
overview  course  on  Religion  and  Cul¬ 
ture.  The  class  will  seek  to  find  re¬ 
ligious  understanding  and  evaluation  of 
what  is  happening  in  present  day  civi¬ 
lization  as  expressed  through  the  arts, 
counter-cultural  activities,  technologi¬ 
cal  developments,  ethical  and  social  is¬ 
sues. 

The  two-week  courses,  scheduled  for 
Aug.  6  through  17,  will  be  held  in  the 
Aspen  Chapel  and  will  be  opened  to 
ministers  as  well  as  laity. 

Each  of  the  two  courses  carries  two 
hours  of  graduate  credit.  For  additional 
information  contact  the  Director  of 
the  Summer  School,  The  Iliff  School 
of  Theology,  2201  South  University 
Blvd.,  Denver,  Colo.  80210. 

In  addition  to  the  Iliff  at  Aspen  pro¬ 
gram,  the  school  also  offers  graduate 
credit  through  the  Aspen  Theatre  In¬ 
stitute.  The  Institute  plans  a  workshop 
on  Drama  and  the  Church  July  24 
through  29.  For  more  information  on 
this  program  contact  the  Aspen  Thea¬ 
tre  Institute,  Box  2080,  Aspen,  Colo. 
81611. 

The  Iliff  School  of  Theology  is  an 
official  seminary  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  offering  masters  and  doc¬ 
toral  level  training  in  most  aspects  of 
Christian  churchmanship. 
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posal  at  the  polls  in  May. 

Dr.  Minus  contends  that  state  lot¬ 
teries  have  not  brought  in  as  much 
revenue  as  predicted  and  that  they 
have  not  cut  into  the  profits  of  illegal 
gambling  syndicates.  Moreover,  he 
says,  the  lotteries  have  taken  dispro¬ 
portionately  from  the  poor. 

State  lotteries.  Dr.  Minus  writes  in 
the  Century,  are  flawed  by  four  funda¬ 
mental  defects: 

1)  “They  further  victimize  the  poor. 

2)  “They  are  a  retreat  from  the 
proper  role  of  government. 

3)  “They  divert  attention  from  the 
development  of  adequate  and  equitable 
systems  of  public  financing. 

4)  “They  give  public  sanction  and 
encouragement  to  an  exploitative  and 
wasteful  life  style.” 

Churches,  Dr.  Minus  says,  must  see 
that  questions  are  asked  about  state 
lotteries,  “before  expanded  governmen¬ 
tal  promotion  of  lotteries  accelerates 
the  country’s  drift  toward  the  ques¬ 
tionable  values  of  a  gambling  culture.” 

The  Christian  Century,  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  weekly  published  in  Chicago,  Ill., 
is  edited  by  James  M.  Wall,  a  United 
Methodist  minister. 


torates  for  18  years.  In  1947  he  be¬ 
came  superintendent  of  the  Cincinnati 
District  and  served  as  Administrative 
Assistant  to  Bishop  Hazen  G.  Werner 
of  the  Ohio  Area  from  1952-57. 


One  Essential 

by  Wilson  0»  WeWoa 

Walking  down  a  Main  Street 
I  had  the  question  of  what  makes 
a  successful  merchant.  I  thought 
of  the  usual  cliches,  attributes, 
earmarks.  I  concluded  that  a  suc¬ 
cessful  business  has  at  its  very 
center  a  real  desire  to  sell  goods 
or  produce  a  product  that  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  others. 

Isn’t  that  a  necessary  detail  in 
High  and  happy  living?  “What  do 
I  want  to  do  with  this  new  day 
which  God  has  placed  into  my 
keeping?”  “Why  do  I  read  a 
book,  make  a  talk,  weave  cloth, 
type  a  letter,  or  any  of  the  many 
things  which  I  do?” 

The  tragedy  with  many  is  the 
answer  that  we  are  being  paid 
to  do  those  things.  May  God  de¬ 
liver  us  from  that  kind  of  loose, 
thin  living! 

Handel  wrote  THE  MESSIAH, 
and  it  was  first  given  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  on  April  18,  1742.  Lord 
Kinnoui  complimented  Handel 
on  the  noble  “entertainment” 
which  by  THE  MESSIAH  be  had 
lately  given  the  town. 

“My  lord,”  said  Handel,  “I 
should  be  sorry  if  I  only  enter¬ 
tained  them  —  I  wish  to  make 
them  better.” 

That  is  the  secret  behind  grand 
music;  it  explains  great  litera¬ 
ture;  it  is  the  essential  in  any 
Worthy  triumph. 

Do  you  have  that  essential? 
t': ; ^ 


Dr.  Blaise  Levai 
on  special 
assignment 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)— An  editor- 
photographer-teacher,  who  is  a  former 
missionary,  will  work  with  journalists 
on  two  continents  to  improve  their 
editorial,  graphic  and  camera  skills 
during  an  April-August  sabbatical 
from  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Blaise  Levai,  New  York 
and  Demarest,  N.  J.,  has  been  an 
editor  with  the  board  and  director  of 
its  Literature  for  about  six  years.  He 
is  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  in  America. 

In  plans  worked  out  through  the 
Communications  office  in  the  board’s 
World  Division,  Dr.  Levai  will  go 
first  to  Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  and 
Zambia  (Africa). 

Dr.  Levai  has  been  an  educational 
and  pastoral  missionary  to  India,  a 
professor  and  admissions/publicity 
director  at  Northwestern  College,  a 
pastor  in  Michigan  and  managing  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  American  Bible  Society 
magazine,  The  Record.  His  photo¬ 
graphs  have  appeared  in  religious  and 
secular  publications,  and  he  has  writ¬ 
ten  books  and  articles  including  the 
1972-73  Friendship  Press  study  book 
Ask  An  Indian  About  India.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Hope  College,  Rutgers 
Theological  Seminary,  the  University 
of  Chicago  and  holds  the  doctor  of 
education  degree  from  the  University 
of  Michigan. 


Dr.  Potthoff,  who  is  Professor  of 

Lotteries  represent  ^irresponsible 
stewardship/’  theologian  says 
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Global  Ministries  Board  voices  concerns:  acts  on  current  issues 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO.  (UMI)  —  The 
Boaid  of  Gl<k>al  Mimstiles,  largest 
j^ncy  {rf  the  10,000,000-member 
Ignited  Methodist  Church,  acted  on  a 
variety  of  current  issues  in  church  and 
world  at  its  meeting  here  March  23- 
31.  Amtmg  other  items,  the  Board: 

•  Committed  itself  to  Key  73,  the 
North  American  evangelistic  campaign 
backed  by  more  than  140  religious 
groups,  and  called  on  United  Metho¬ 
dist  congregations  to  develop  i>ro- 
grams  of  evangelism  which  are  “faith¬ 
ful  to  the  full  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ”; 

•  Voiced  opposition  to  proposed 
cutbacks  in  several  fe<teraUy-financed 
social  assistance  programs  including 
hospital  construction,  senior  citizen 
hou^ng  and  Medi-care,  and  expr^ed 
concern  that  the  U.  S.  spend  1^  on 
weapons  ami  defense  and  mcnre  op 
health,  education  and  needs  the 
poor; 

•  Deplored  “mounting  effwts  of 
governments”  to  “unduly  nmuence  and 
confrol,  either  through  subtle  or  ov«t 
means,  reporting,  analysis  and  com¬ 
ment  by  print  and  broadcast  media 
around  the  world”; 

•  Criticized  the  p<wcr  U.  Si 
multi-national  corporations  abroad, 
saying  its  acdon  was  spurred  oy  cur¬ 
rent  U.  S.  Senate  hearings  on  such 
corporations,  including  ^  Interna¬ 
tional  Telephone  ^  Tete^aph  Corpmr- 
ation  (ITT). 

•  Accepted  “as  ite  own”  a  National 
Council  erf  dburdies  resolution  urging 
the  U.  S.  government  to  “promptly 
provide  a  full  and  ^nerous  response 
to  the  needs  of  relief  and  reconstruc¬ 
tion  in  Indochina,”  and  throng  a 
Board  unit  voted  $597,000  for  Indo¬ 
china  aid; 

•  Asked  President  Nixon  to  gtve 
“serious  consWeratiem  and  response” 
to  issues  behind  the  event  ut  Wounded 
Knee,  S.  D.,  and  that  food,  mdiical 
supplies  and  “fair  l^al  dial  as  needed” 


be  assured  for  people  at  Wounded 
Knee. 

•  Retteived  a  report  from  treasurer 
Stephen  E  BruniMon  that  the  Board 
spent  $42,214,674  in  1972,  including 
$17,453,537  for  overseas  missions 
and  $11,554,537  for  national  mis¬ 
sions; 

•  Expressed,  after  extended  debate, 
its  “concern’  to  the  Methodist  Hospital 
at  Pikeville,  Ky.,  and  to  about  200 
non-professional  workers  who  have 
been  on  strike  there  since  June,  1972, 
voted  its  concurrence  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  stand  granting  the 
right  to  collective  bargaining,  and  re¬ 
ferred  the  matter  to  staff  members  for 
further  work. 

Meeting  with  Board  president  Bish¬ 
op  Paul  A.  Washburn,  Chicago,  Ill., 
in  the  chair,  the  156-member  agency 
transacted  other  business  in  ^enacy 
and  in  sessions  of  its  nine  major  units 
— Women’s  Division,  National  Divi¬ 
sion,  World  Division,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  On  Relief,  "Health  ai^ 
Welfare  Mmistries  Division,  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  and  Interreligious  Concerns  Di¬ 
vision,  Education  and  Cultivation  Di¬ 
vision,  Crusade  Scholarship  Commit¬ 
tee  and  Committee  on  Personnel  in 
Mission. 

In  voting  support  of  Key  73,  die 
Board  backed  both  “presenting  the 
Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  and  living 
this  out  in  a  ministry  that  approaches 
persons  of  other  faiths  with  respect 
and  gentlen^s,  empowering  in  this 
country  and  around  the  world  the  pwf 
and  Ae  disadvantaged,  addressing 
systems  which  affect  humans  adverselyj 
and  doing  this  in  every  possible  way 
wiA  other  Christians.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ira  GaMaway,  chief 
,  executive  for  evangelism  in  Unit^ 
Meth^ism’s  Board  of  IHscipleship, 
told  the  Board:  “We  in  the  Christian 
church  need  each  other  as  we  witness 


in  a  divided  world.”  Citing  the  cen¬ 
trality  of  Christ,  he  said  it  is  obvious 
materialism  does  not  satisfy  the  hunger 
for  a  deeper  reality  and  said  the 
“children  of  affluence”  are  turning 
from  sex,  violenite  and  drugs  to  Jesus 
Christ.  .  "■  <:■ 

The  Board’s  United  Methodist 
Committee  On  Relief  approved  a  total 
of  $1,040,000  for  relief  and  rehabili- 
tetion  around  the  world  including 
$597,000  for  various  forms  of  aid  in 
Indochina.  Other  allocations  included 
$85,000  for  famine  relief  in  India, 
$200,000  for  Bangladesh  and  $100,- 
000  for  earthquake  relief  in  Managua, 
Nicaragua. 

Income  for  the  Board  in  1972,  said 
Mr,  Brimigion,  totaled  $43,844,428. 
The  apparent  excess  of  income  over 
expenditures  of  about  $1,600,000  rep*^' 
resented  funds  committed  for  use  as 
of  December  31  but  not  yet  actu^y 
disbursed  by  that  date,  he  said,  adding 
that  much  of  the  money  has  been  ex- 

J leaded  in  the  last  three  months.  The 
argc«t  amount  represented  r^ipts 
from  special  ofiEerings  and  funds  for 

■  ■■.riiyis  :■  ■  ■: ; '  '-i''  ® . 

Progress  Report 

In  a  progress  report,  the  Board  was 
told  meetings  have  be^n  among  staff 
representatives  from  four  divisions 
with  responsibilities  in  the  health  and 
welfare  field.  A  new  “Health  and  Soc¬ 
ial  Welfare  Collaborative  Staff  Work¬ 
ing  Group”  has  been  organized,  and 
goals  agreed  upon  by  the  representa¬ 
tives  include  “commitment  to  direct 
he^th  and  welfare  services  to 
persons  in  need,”  “competent  planning 
and  evaluation  of  Jie^th  and  socim 
welfare  services  according  to  Christ¬ 
ian  criteria”  and  an  “advocacy  role  in 
monitoring  and  initiating  he^th  care 
delivery  systems  and  programs.”:^  As 
part  of  the  agreement,  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Divisit^  located  in  Evanston, 


III,  will  open  ah  office  at  Board  head¬ 
quarters  in  New  York. 

The  Rev.  Dr,  Robert  Huston  told 
the  Ecumenical  and  Interreli^ous  Con¬ 
cerns  Division  that  “ecumenism  is  far 
from  dead,  but  it  is  so  much  a  part 
of  the  regular  church  scene  that  things 
which  made  news  a  few  years  ago*  are 
now  taken  for  granted.”  He  also 
stressed  the  need  for  the  church  to 
make  a  connection  between  unity  and 
mission. 

In  a  special  presentation.  Max  W. 
Fine,  Washington,  D.  C.,  executive 
director  of  the  Committee  for  National 
Health  Insurance,  said  that  elements 
in  the  national  health  care  crisis  in¬ 
clude  soaring  costs;  a  chronic  man¬ 
power  shortage,  particularly  in  gen¬ 
eral  practitioners;  a  lack  of  quality 
control  in  health  care,  and  a  disor- 
gani;»d  system  that  is  not  equipped 
to  benefit  the  consumer — ^“the  person 
in  need  of  care.” 

Florence  Little,  treasurer  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  said  a  continuing 
church  emphasis  on  use  of  its  invest¬ 
ments  to  press  issues  of  corporate  soc¬ 
ial  responsibility  is  having  results.  She 
said  managements  “have  been  prompt¬ 
ed,  at  a  minimum,  to  think  about  their 
operations  in  South  Africa,”  where 
apartheid  b  the  rule;  more  than  50 
companies  have  appointed  blacks  to 
their  boards  of  directors,  and  “fewer 
and  fewer  corporation  executives  are 
arguing  that  their  only  responsibility 
is  malong  profits.” 

The  Board  adopted  new  by-laws,  set 
tentative  goals  for  1974  to  be  reviewed 
and  finalized  this  fall,  and  elected  or 
promoted  19  staff  members.  Through 
its  Education  and  Cultivation  Divfeion, 
a  consultation  was  authorized  on  cor¬ 
porate  involvement  in  Southern  Africa, 
involving  Board  members  and  “United 
Methodist  lay  persons  who  are  cor¬ 
porate  managers.” 


Publishing  House  shows  gains 
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periodicals  have  been  proposed  to  a- 
chieve  several  needs. 

“We  have  not  been  reaching  all  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  pastors  with  either  of 
the  two  magazines  and  at  a  minimum 
we  should  reach  this  group,”  he  told 
the  Board.  Less  than  14  of  the  United 
Methodist  pastors  now  subscribe  to 
Christian  Advocate.  “We  also  need  to 
reach  a  larger  general  audience;  we 
need  to  involve  other  boards  and 
agencies  of  the  church  in  meeting  com¬ 
munications  needs  of  the  church,  and 
we  need  to  achieve  an  economically 
viable  program.” 

Together  presently  has  229,340 
subscribers. 

Representatives  from  the  Board  will 
introduce  the  new  general  periodical 
plan  at  the  next  meetings  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  and  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries. 

The  Board  also  approved  the  minu¬ 
tes  of  its  executive  committee  which 
during  its  January  meeting  launched  a 
new  weekly  newsletter  entitled  News- 
cope.  Dr.  Proctor  said  Newscope  with 
its  short  deadline  will  relieve  pressure 
from  the  new  monthly  magazine. 

Mr.  Rooks  said  the  entire  general 
periodicals  program  would  be  tested 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (UMI)— The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
has  shown  “very  satisfactory  promess” 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  fiscal 
year  beginning  August  1,  1972,  ac¬ 
cording  to  President  and  Publisher 
John  E.  Procter. 

Reporting  at  the  March  28  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Publication  here.  Dr. 
Procter  said  there  has  been  a  signifi¬ 
cant  slow-down  in  the  rate  of  decline 


for  the  remainder  of  this  quadrennium 
in  hopes  of  presenting  a  firm  proposal 
at  the  1976  General  Conference. 

Thomas  K.  Potter,  Nashville,  Vice 
President  of  the  Publishing  Division  of 
the  Publishing  House,  outlined  for  the 
Board  a  promotional  program  and  a 
budget  projection.  He  said  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  income,  including  $1,327,- 
000  from  subscriptions,  advertising 
and  other  revenue,  will  total  $1,372,- 
000  and  that  total  expenses  including 
manufacturing  and  postage  will  be 
about  $1,306,000.  Present  subscribers 
will  be  reached  through  offers  to  be¬ 
come  charter  subscribers  to  the  new 
magazine.  New  subscribers  will  receive 
as  a  premium  the  final  issue  of  To¬ 
gether  which  will  feature  a  nostalgic 
section  of  color  pictorials  and  features. 


in  curriculum  sales  and  that  most  of 
the  26  Cokesbury  Bookstores  are  now 
operating  on  a  profitable  basis. 

He  said  three  major  problems  con¬ 
tinue  to  plague  the  House:  the  short¬ 
ages  of  certain  types  of  paper,  high 
cost  of  postage,  and  poor  postal  serv¬ 
ice. 

To  counteract  the  postal  problems 
Dr.  Procter  said  the  services  of  the 
regional  service  centers  and  book 
stores  are  being  expanded.  Within  the 
last  three  years  the  number  of  Cokes¬ 
bury  stores  has  been  increased  from 
17  to  26  and  Dr.  Procter  said  the 
eventual  goal  is  to  have  50  stores 
strategically  located  throughout  the 
country. 

Several  new  experimental  suburban 
shopping  center  stores  are  proving 
very  successful,  he  reported.  The  su¬ 
burban  store  in  Nashville,  he  said,  had 
shown  a  significant  profit  during  its 
first  year  of  operation,  “a  rather  un¬ 
heard  of  achievement  in  the  retail 
bookstore  business.” 

Financial  reports  showed  that  for 
the  first  six  months  the  Publishing 
House  had  net  sales  of  products 
amounting  to  $18,124,771,  an  increase 
of  $1,197,624  compared  with  sales  for 
the  same  period  last  year. 

Net  income  for  the  six  months  end¬ 


ing  Jan.  31,  1973,  amounted  to  $612,- 
495  compared  with  net  income  of 
$677,815  for  last  year. 

The  board  also  reaffirmed  an  “Af¬ 
firmative  Action  Policy  Statement”  re¬ 
garding  minority  employment  and 
heard  a  report  from  management  that 
continuing  efforts  are  being  made  to 
employ  minority  individuals,  particu¬ 
larly  in  higher  level  jobs.  Nearly  20 
percent  of  the  1,813  Publishing  House 
employees  are  from  racial  minority 
groups. 

The  board  also  gave  management 
authority  to  sell  10  acres  of  a  50-acre 
plot  owned  by  the  House  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Originally  the  board  had  consi¬ 
dered  the  idea  of  relocating  some  of 
its  facilities  on  the  new  plot  but  Dr. 
Procter  said  major  capital  improve¬ 
ments  are  suspended  pending  a  decis¬ 
ion  of  the  Tennessee  Supreme  Court 
regarding  the  tax  status  of  the  House. 
The  House,  along  with  other  religious 
publishers  in  Nashville,  is  appealing  as¬ 
sessments  of  the  Metropolitan  Nash¬ 
ville  Tax  Assessor. 

Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder,  Detroit. 
Mich.,  has  been  named  to  the  board 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  succeed 
Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn,  Minnea¬ 
polis,  who  is  now  the  president  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
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Report  on  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Youth  Caucus 

by  James  Stewart  and  Linda  King 


The  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Youth  Caucus  was  held  March  2-4  in 
Oklahoma  City. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to 
select  new  United  Methodist  Church 
Youth  Movement  members,  new  Juris¬ 
dictional  Youth  Team  members,  and 
discuss  the  goals  of  the  Jurisdiction, 
as  far  as  youth  are  concerned. 

To  sum  up  the  caucus,  one  could 
say  it  was  a  mixture  of  controversy, 
conflict,  great  insight  and  great  anxiety. 

The  group  realized  that  they  must 
set  standard  rules  and  procedures  for 
operation.  There  was  much  discussion 
about  the  decision  of  the  group  not  to 
have  a  Jurisdictional  Enterprise  this 
summer. 

A  report  of  the  Jurisdictional  Youth 
Team  was  given  in  which  many  recom¬ 
mendations  were  made.  The  Third 
World  made  recommendations  on  the 
structure  and  composition  of  the  Con¬ 


ference  Youth  Council.  Three  interest 
groups  were  offered:  General  Confer¬ 
ence  Action;  L.A.P.  and  the  Youth 
Service  Fund.  These  groups  were  led 
by  staff  members  of  UMCYM. 

James  Stewart  of  Shreveport,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  UMCYM  and  the  Jurisdictional 
Youth  Team  chaired  the  meetings. 

The  selection  committee  met  while 
the  other  listed  activity  was  taking 
place,  and  did  the  “strenuous”  work  of 
choosing  two  new  UMCYM  members. 
Those  chosen  were:  Doris  Lewis  of  the 
Central  Texas  Conference  and  Loida 
Navarro  of  the  Rio  Grande  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Those  attending  the  meeting  from 
Louisiana  were:  the  Rev.  Don  Cottrill, 
Bonnie  Smith,  James  Stewart  and 
Linda  King,  a  member  of  the  selection 
committee. 

t 


Two  participants  in  recent  “Over  65“  art  show  sponsored 
by  The  United  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU  are  shown  with  Mrs. 
Smilie  (front  row,  second  from  left),  LSU  art  instructor; 
Jeanne  Bingham  (front  row,  right)  LSU  student;  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Finnin  (back  row,  left).  United  Methodist  campus  minisr 
ter;  and  Stan  Hurder  (back  row,  right),  TUCM  student  presi¬ 
dent. 

'Celebration  on  Aging'  at  LSU 


(Left  to  right)  Baton  Rouge  District  ministers,  the 
Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield,  Baker  Church;  the  Rev. 
Robert  C.  Carter,  North  Baton  Rouge  Church;  and 
the  Rev.  William  Finnin,  LSU  United  Methodist 
campus  minister,  recently  participated  in  a  contin¬ 
uing  Education  seminar,  “On  Death  and  Dying: 
Counseling  the  Grief-Stricken  Person.”  The  semi¬ 
nar,  held  at  The  United  Campus  Ministry,  LSU,  and 
sponsored  by  Perking  School  of  Theology,  was  at¬ 
tended  by  Baton  Rouge  District  pastors. 


THE  REV.  HARRY  E.  EZELL, 
superintendent  of  the  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home,  was  a  recent 
pulpit  guest  at  the  New  Iberia  church, 
where  he  also  presented  the  work  of 
the  home.  The  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  is 
pastor.  Another  presentation  was  made 
at  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette  recently, 
at  the  invitation  of  Dr.  George  R. 
Smith,  chairman  of  the  Commission  on 
Missions.  The  presentation  included 
slides,  commentary  and  discussion.  The 
Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway  is  pastor  at  As¬ 
bury. 
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LAY  RETREAT 

is  “Adolescent  Grievances  at  Home,” 
in  the  P.T.A.  Magazine,  Sept.,  1971. 

Through  his  work  at  Northwestern 
University,  Dr.  Bienvenu  has  conduct¬ 
ed  workshops  in  Drug  Abuse;  Com¬ 
munication  SJcills  for  Combatting  Drug 
Abuse;  Communication  Skills  and 
Depth  Interviewing;  Communication 
Skills  and  Group  Techniques  in  Cor¬ 
rections;  and  Premartial  and  Martial 
Counseling.  In  addition  to  his  regular 
work  at  the  University,  he  does  part- 
time  marriage  and  family  counseling 
in  Natchitoches. 

Dr.  Bienvenu  is  married  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Rowena  Flynn  of  Baton  Rouge, 
and  is  the  father  of  seven  children. 

The  complete  program  which  Dr. 
Bienvenu  will  present  at  the  Annual 
Lay  Retreat  Session  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  July  28-29  will  be  announced  in 
the  near  future. 


In  an  attempt  to  bridge  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  generations  and  to  affirm  the 
creative  potential  of  persons  over  65 
years  of  age,  the  students  of  The 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU  co¬ 
ordinated  a  “Celebration  on  Aging,” 
Sunday,  March  25,  at  TUCM  Center. 

The  celebration  began  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  with  an  “over  65”  art  show  pre¬ 
sented  at  TUCM  Gallery  by  the  XYZ 
Club  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Eighty-five 
paintings  were  displayed  and  were 
viewed  by  over  150  persons  from  the 
LSU  and  Baton  Rouge  communities. 

Students  and  friends  gathered  at 
6:30  p.m.  to  view  a  movie  on  aging 
and  hear  Stanley  Hurder,  TUCM  stu¬ 
dent  president,  and  Bob  Mullen,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Council  on 
Aging  in  our  society.  Following  a 


closing  “litany  for  reconciliation  across 
the  generations”  students  and  guests 
gathered  upstairs  for  a  dinner  prepared 
and  served  by  United  Methodist  Wo¬ 
men  of  Blackwater  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baker,  La. 

The  art  show  is  one  of  eight  shows 
presented  by  TUCM  during  the  1972- 
73  academic  year.  The  Rev.  William 
Finnin  is  the  campus  minister, 
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The  adult  baskebtall  team  of  the  Broadmoor 
Church,  Shreveport.  The  team  recently  won  the 
city  church  league  adult  division  championship. 


George  Clinkscales  (center)  and  Boyd  Laf- 
fitte  (right),  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport, 
are  congratulated  by  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  minis¬ 
ter,  after  receiving  the  Eagle  Scout  Award 
on  Boy  Scout  Sunday. 


Five  of  the  11  senior  boys  on  the  Broadmoor 
Church,  Shreveport,  Senior  High  basketball  team. 
Playing  against  Baptist,  United  Methodist,  and 
Presbyterian  churches,  the  team  recently  won  the 
city  church  league  championship  for  the  second 
year  in  a  row. 

t 


Junior  High  students  and  counselors 
shown  before  their  departure  for  a  retreat 
sponsored  by  the  Broadmoor  Church, 
Shreveport,  the  weekend  of  March  23. 
The  retreat,  held  at  the  YMCA-Kiwanis 
Camp  on  Caddo  Lake,  centered  on  group 
sharing  experiences.  The  bus  in  the  pic¬ 
ture  was  bought  by  the  youth  of  the 
church. 

t 


Scott  Frank,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  receives  the  God  and 
Country  Award  from  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  minis¬ 
ter,  during  Boy  Scout  Sunday  observance. 

t 


Dear  Friends; 

It’s  Monday  morning;  a  lime  when 
every  minister  tries  to  look  back  over 
the  results  of  Sunday  and  it’s  wonder- 
I'j]  experience  to  remember  the  smiling 
faces  of  dedicated  Christians,  hearing 
young  people  laugh  and  seeing  little 
children  happy.  Also  it  boosts  the  ego 
of  the  preacher  to  hear  one  say,  “It 
was  wonderful”  or  “It  was  good  to  be 
here.”  But  when  the  final  tabulation 
is  taken,  something  happens.  He  begins 
to  think  of  all  those  who  did  not  share 
this  experience. 

It’s  easy  to  say  to  those  you  see  each 
week  in  God’s  House,  “I  appreciate 
your  loyalty  more  than  you  will  ever 
know.”  Yet,  it  is  another  thing  to  try 
to  express  to  those  who  absent  them¬ 
selves  on  the  Lord’s  Day  how  that  they 
are  missed  and  needed.  I  do  not  know 
why,  but  something  is  lacking  in  the 
lives  of  too  many  of  our  people.  Our 
attendance  in  every  area  of  the  church 
program  is  down.  Nothing  hurts  our 
witness  for  God  more  than  half-filled 
church. 

Last  week  during  our  “Week  of 
Prayer”  I  personally  prayed  for  you 
by  name.  Others  in  the  congregation 
did  likewise.  My  friend,  the  Church 
needs  you,  but  more  than  this  you 
need  the  Church.  We  must  find  in 
these  days  a  loyalty  to  Christ  and  His 
Church.  This  must  become  our  first 
priority  and  we  can  only  become  loy¬ 
al  as  we  grow  spiritually.  Lent  offers 
us  a  time  of  spiritual  growth.  It  can 
bring  a  spiritual  maturity  to  us  that 
will  cause  us  to  be  alive  and  be  able  to 
sing  at  Easter,  “I  know  He  lives,  be¬ 
cause  He  lives  in  my  heart.” 

In  Christian  Love, 

Deen  Thompson,  Minister 
Oak  Park  United  Methodist 
Church, 

Lake  Charles 


The  Koinonia  Singers  from  the  Louisiana  Cor¬ 
rectional  and  Industrial  School  at  Dequincy  shown 
with  their  director,  the  Rev.  Frank  Fitzsimmons, 
resident  Catholic  chaplain  at  the  institute.  The 
group  presented  a  “Dialogue-Gospel  Folk  Sing,” 
narrated  by  Fr.  Fitzsimmons,  at  the  Wesley 
Church,  Sulphur,  evening  worship  service  on 
March  25.  The  Rev.  Walter  Clarke  is  pastor. 

t 

Bluebirds  from  the  E.K.  Key  Ele¬ 
mentary  School  Bluebird  group 
recently  honored  their  dads  at  a 
Father-Daughter  banquet  spon¬ 
sored  by  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur. 

The  Bluebirds  served  dinner  to 
their  dads  and  presented  a  sing¬ 
ing  program.  The  Rev.  Walter 
Clarke  is  pastor. 

t 


The  Little  People’s  Choir,  Wesley  Church,  Sul¬ 
phur,  shown  with  director,  Mrs.  Geraldine  Cald¬ 
well.  The  children  presented  a  medley  of  familiar 
hymns  at  the  March  25  evening  worship  service. 

t 


LSD  students  clean  smoke-cover¬ 
ed  walls  in  student  residence  of 
United  Campus  Ministry,  Baton 
Rouge.  Fire  on  March  26  com¬ 
pletely  gutted  one  room,  des¬ 
troying  belongings  of  two  stu¬ 
dents.  Seven  students  are  living 
in  temporary  quarters  until  re¬ 
pairs  can  be  made.  The  United 
Campus  Ministry  at  LSU  is  co¬ 
operatively  sponsored  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  The 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  The 
Rev.  William  Finnin,  Jr.  is  the 
United  Methodist  campus  minister. 


Members  of  St.  Joseph  Youth 
Sharing  Group  before  a  banner 
they  painted  to  initiate  the  “Key 
73”  movement.  The  group  repre¬ 
sents  United  Methodist,  Baptist, 
and  Episcopalian  churches  of  St. 
Joseph.  The  Rev.  Cecil  Mims  is 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church. 
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Easter  Offering  -  Children's  Home 

Sharp  acceleration  burns  more  gasoline,  auto  people  tell  us.  Too 
sharp  a  change  in  social  customs  and  attitudes  can  burn  the  foundations 
on  which  youth  build  their  lives.  It  can  wreck  and  destroy  families.  It 
truly  affects  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home.  We  get  more 
calls  for  help,  more  appeals  for  placement,  more  need  for  careful  study 
of  all  appeals.  We  have  more  need  for  services  and  activities  planned  on 
and  around  personal  concern  for  the  individual.  A  factory  may  run  on  a 
mass  production  basis.  A  children’s  home  cannot. 

In  1972: 

•  Forty  came  into  our  care 

•  Thirty  left  our  care  (A  few  of  these  were  the  same) 

•  Seventy-six  were  in  our  care  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Many  other  contacts  were  ma^e.  and  investigative  work  was  done, 
where  children  did  not  come  into  care.  A  great  majority  of  youth  in  care 
and  coming  into  care  are  teen  or  almost  teenage.  This  means  much  more 
work  and  much  more  expense.  Our  total  work  load  was  much  higher  than 
in  1971. 

Costs  continued  to  increase,  as  they  did  in  everything  else.  With  no 
cash  income  from  government,  you  are  our  chief  source  of  support.  The 
number  of  dollars  you  send  increases  a  little  each  year  and  we  appreciate 
that  ($187,253.24  from  churches  in  1972). 

Costs:  Basic  child  care  —  building  maintenance  —  insurance  — 
education  —  special  services  —  and  many  other  things  also  increase 
yearly  ($235,015.37  in  1972). 

You  are  great  for  the  way  you  help.  We  greatly  need  your  help. 


(Left  to  right)  Dr.  Norman  W.  Klump,  Miss  Dorothy  R.  Chapman, 
Miss  Minnie  F.  Stein,  and  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield.  The 
three  representatives  from  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  were  guests  of  the  Bishop  and  other  Conference  leaders 
at  an  informational  meeting  in  New  Orleans  recently. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  presides  at 
special  Conference  Mission  meeting 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  presi¬ 
ded  at  a  special  called  meeting  on 
Louisiana  Mission  Institutions  at  the 
Rayne  Memorial  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  April  10.  The  purpose  of  the 
meeting  was  to  obtain  and  share  infor¬ 
mation  between  representatives  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
the  Conference  leadership,  and  direc¬ 
tors  of  five  Mission  institutions  in 
Louisiana  that  obtain  a  major  portion 
of  their  budget  from  the  national  of¬ 
fice. 

Dr.  Norman  W.  Klump,  assistant 
general  secretary,  Section  of  Social 
Welfare,  Medical  and  Educational 
Work;  Miss  Dorothy  R.  Chapman, 
executive  secretary,  Community  Cen¬ 
ters,  Section  of  Home  Fields;  and  Miss 
Minnie  F.  Stein,  executive  secretary. 
Department  of  Services  to  Children  and 
Youth,  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries, 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  were 
present.  The  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Missions  was  well  represen¬ 
ted,  and  the  Conference  Cabinet  also 
was  present. 

The  directors  of  the  five  institutions 
which  receive  financial  assistance  from 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  told  of 
their  work.  They  were  Jerry  Bridges, 
from  MacDonell  Children’s  Home, 
Houma;  Mrs.  Chaney  Morse,  Sager- 
Brown  School,  Baldwin;  Mr.  James 
Bopp,  Dulac  Community  Center,  Du- 
lac;  Robert  Brown,  St.  Mark’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  New  Orleans;  and  the 
Rev.  William  B.  London,  People’s 
Community  Center,  New  Orleans. 

All  of  these  institutions  are  receiv¬ 


ing  smaller  amounts  of  financial  help 
each  year  from  the  National  Office.  As 
their  needs  increase,  the  Conference 
Please  turn  to  page  11 


Lay  Ministries^  executive  to 
lead  May  3  CEF  meeting 

The  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps,  associate 
general  secretary,  Division  of  Lay 
Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  the  princi¬ 
pal  speaker  at  the  Louisiana  Chapter 
of  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  at 
the  Louisiana  Chapter  meeting  May  3 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pineville.  Mr.  Hipps  is  the  executive 
director  of  the  national  CEF. 

The  meeting  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 
and  continue  until  3  p.m.  at  the 
church.  Mr.  Hipps  will  lead  a  discus¬ 
sion  on  multiple  staff  ministry  in  the 
local  church. 

He  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 


Dear  Louisiana  Methodists: 

The  greatest  opportunity  for  the  church  and  the  minister  occurs 
on  this  coming  April  22  when  Christians  ail  over  the  world  celebrate  the 
Resurrection  of  Jesus .  His  glorious  return  from  the  dead  is  something 
that  either  you  believe  or  you  don't  believe .  The  credibility  gap  between 
the  insights  of  the  scripture  and  the  canons  of  science  pose  a  genuine 
question  for  modem  Christians,  and  yet  our  faith  has  never  been  a  Q.E. 
D.  matter.  It  is  a  faith.  When  one  clears  away  all  the  tales,  legends, 
myths  and  confused  stories  that  surround  the  resurrection  accoimts,  he 
yet  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Event  Itself  was  God  acting  in  our 
human  history  and  that  Something  Mighty  happened  in  the  night  before 
that  first  Easter  morning.  The  Event  meant  the  triumph  of  love  over 
fear,  of  life  over  death,  of  hope  over  despair,  and  of  goodwill  over  hos  - 
tility.  You  either  believe  in  the  Event,  or  you  don’t.  I  tmst  that  you  do 
believe  in  it  and  that  on  this  coming  Easter  Sunday  you  will  join  with  all 
faithful  Christians  in  one  resounding  paean  of  praise  to  Him  who  has  re  - 
leased  us  into  faith,  commitment,  and  joy. 

This  day  is  the  day  for  the  church  to  affirm  its  message  with  con¬ 
fidence  .  I  know  you  will . 

Cordially, 


The  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps 

and  received  his  education  at  High 
Point  College,  in  High  Point,  N.  Car., 
and  holds  the  bachelor  of  divinity  de¬ 
gree  from  Duke  University  Divinity 
School.  Durham,  N.C.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Western  North  Carolina  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  and  has  previously 
served  as  minister  of  Education  at 
West  Market  Street  Methodist  Church 
in  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

He  came  to  the  General  Board  of 
Education  of  the  church  in  September, 
1963.  Until  Jan.  1,  this  year,  he  served 
as  director  of  Services  to  Local  Church 
Professional  Christian  Educators  and 
director  of  Leisure-Recreation  Minis¬ 
tries.  He  now  carries  responsibilities 
for  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  that  relates 
to  persons  in  various  occupations  for 
which  an  agency  of  the  church  has  set 
professional  standards,  but  not  under 
the  appointment  of  a  bishop. 

Special  guests  at  the  Louisiana  CEF 
chapter  meeting  will  be  senior  minis¬ 
ters,  associate  ministers,  directors  of 
education,  youth  directors  and  others 
involved  in  multiple  staff  ministries.  In 
addition  to  Dr.  Hipps  presentation, 
there  will  be  a  preview  of  the  Living 
Bible  Series,  new  adult  literature,  led 
by  Mr.  E.  E.  Armstrong  of  Shreveport, 
as  well  as  a  report  on  the  national 
CEF  convention  last  year. 

A  registration  fee  of  $2  for  the 
luncheon  at  the  May  3  meeting  should 
be  sent  to  CEF,  c/o  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  Office,  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104. 


A  message  from  our  bishop 

Dear  Louisiana  Methodists: 

As  we  approach  the  Annual  Conference,  we  think  of  one  key  man 
in  the  entire  Methodist  framework,  and  that  man  is  the  district  super¬ 
intendent,  whose  office  perhaps  is  the  chief  strength  in  the  Methodist 
system  of  government . 

When  I  think  of  the  tasks  undertaken  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendents  I  am  moved  to  admiration.  These  D.S.  's  do  the  unsung  but 
needful  tasks,  the  seemingly  unheroic  but  absolutely  essential  work. 

They  interpret  the  total  program  of  the  church  in  every  congregation. 

They  help  inspire  faith  in  that  program.  They  are  the  pastors  to  many 
pastors  whose  burdens  and  trials  need  an  understanding  sharing.  They 
make  each  minister  a  better  pastor  by  giving  training,  counsel,  advice. 
They  take  care  of  hundreds  of  routine  business  duties  without  which  our 
i^rge  church  could  not  adequately  function.  They  lead  in  district -wide 
programs  of  the  training  of  workers,  teachers,  lay  effort. 

The  district  superintendents  participate  fully  in  all  pastoral 
appointments,  seeking  to  match  preachers  and  congregations  suitably. 
They  have  been  of  inestimable  worth  in  Louisiana  in  interpreting  the 
two  merged  conferences  to  each  other.  They  often  hold  revivals,  teach 
in  training  schools,  lead  in  witness  missions  of  various  kinds,  super¬ 
vise  and  relate  to  the  work  of  more  than  thirty  Methodist  institutions  in 
the  state.  They  initiate  programs  of  evangelism  and  church  extension. 
They  advise  the  bishop  in  his  episcopal  duties .  They  study  the  Disci¬ 
pline  and  rule  on  legal  matters  in  local  churches  .  Almost  daUy,  the 
district  superintendents  receive  some  lay  person  in  sacred  counselling 
in  his  personal  problems  and  his  faith  crises .  They  promote  the  various 
emphases  ordered  by  the  General  Conference.  They  survey  the  mission 
needs  within  their  district  and  seek  to  meet  those  needs  responsibly. 

The  district  superintendent  is  an  indispensable  man.  I  truly 
have  thanked  the  Lord  that  on  coming  to  Louisiana  I  found  die  strongest 
cabinet  one  could  envision.  I  say  it  carefully:  there  is  no  finer  cabinet 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church .  I  have  worked  with  these  men  now  for 
nine  months .  In  every  instance  I  have  discovered  them  to  be  compas¬ 
sionate  with  their  preachers,  understanding  of  their  laymen,  highly 
responsible  in  their  programming,  and,  above  all,  personally  dedicated 

If  you  think  these  t^ords  a  bit  "flowery,  ”  just  be  aware  that  these 
district  superintendents  are  entitled  to  a  few  flowers  .  To  be  scriptural 
about  it,  they  "carry  the  burden  in  the  heat  of  the  day. "  I  trust  them  and 
rely  upon  them  implicitly.  1  have  known'  of  several  instances  where  some 
of  them  spent  hour  upon  hour,  day  upon  day,  on  one,  just  one,  district 
prciilem,  seeking  to  bring  from  it  a  Christian  solution. 

The  present  trend  in  the  national  church  is  to  move  many  activities 
and  decision-making  responsibilities  from  the  national  to  the  local  level; 
in  this  process  the  work  of  the  district  superintendents  is  becoming  even 
more  important. 

As  we  continue  the  study  of  the  Ministry  on  the  general  level  in 
our  church  and  as  we  come  now  to  conclusions  concerning  our  own  con  - 
ference  structure,  let  us  remember  that  the  office  of  presiding  elder  or 
district  superintendent  is  a  pastoral  office  with  both  spiritual  and  temporal 
responsibilities,  and  let  us  be  aware  of  its  importance. 


Tom  Matheny  (right),  con¬ 
ference  lay  leader,  pre¬ 
sides  over  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Laity  recently 
held  at  the  Ramada  Inn, 
Alexandria.  Also  shown 
are  Hubert  Blanchard 
(left)  and  Allen  Brown. 


Conference  Board  of  Laity 


recommends  keeping  10  districts 


by  Cecil  Bland 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
the  Laity  in  session  at  the  Ramada  Inn 
in  Alexandria,  April  7,  has  strongly 
urged  those  members  of  the  Structure 
Study  Committee  who  were  present  to 
suggest  to  the  group  that  the  present 
map  of  the  Conference  which  contains 
10  Districts  be  maintained. 

Tom  Matheny,  conference  lay  lead¬ 
er  who  presided  at  the  meeting,  is  a 
member  of  the  Structure  Study  Com¬ 
mittee,  as  are  Allen  Brown,  vice-chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board,  and  Mrs.  Robert 


Compton,  conference  WSCS  president. 
Mr.  Matheny,  in  commenting  on  the 
importance  of  the  work  of  the  Structure 
Study  Group,  said  that  he  thought 
there  would  be  only  two  to  four  items 
from  that  committee  to  be  presented 
at  this  year’s  Annual  Conference  Ses¬ 
sion  in  Shreveport  May  28-31. 

These  would  be,  he  said,  these  pos¬ 
sibilities:  1.  A  recommendation  or 
more  than  one,  to  amend  the  rules  of 
the  Annual  Conference  as  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  on  nominations  (to  the  various 


Wesley  Foundation  members 
George  Britten  and  Jackie  Thomp¬ 
son  report  to  the  board  on  the 
campus  ministry  program  at 
Southern  University. 


Dr.  Rogers  Newman  (left),  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Southern  University  Wesley 
Foundation,  confers  with  Shelby 
McKenzie,  local  attorney  active 
in  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


Plans  for  Wesley  Foundation 


building  at  SU  moving  along 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Southern  University  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  in  Baton  Rouge  met  in  the  board 
room  of  President  G,  Leon  Netter- 
ville’s  office  on  Friday,  April  6. 

Dr.  Rogers  Newman,  president  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  Shelby  Mc¬ 
Kenzie,  local  attorney  and  active  lay¬ 
man  in  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  presented  a  final  draft 
of  the  revised  Articles  of  Incorpora¬ 
tion  in  preparation  for  the  purchase 
and  holding  of  property  on  which  to 
build  the  Wesley  Foundation  Building. 

Closing  action  on  the  purchase  of 
property  was  expected  within  the 
week,  and  planning  and  construction 


of  the  building  will  be  pursued  with 
the  successful  conclusion  of  the  fund¬ 
raising  project  over  the  Conference  by 
May  31,  according  to  Dr.  Douglas  L. 
McGuire,  Baton  Rouge  District  Super¬ 
intendent. 

George  Britten,  President  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation,  and  Miss  Jackie 
Thompson,  junior  student  at  Southern 
from  Mandeville,  La.,  reported  to  the 
Board  concerning  the  program  of  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  and  the  recent  participa¬ 
tion  of  nine  Southern  U.  students  in 
the  regional  workshop  on  world  affairs 
at  Tugaloo  College  in  Jackson,  Miss, 
t 


boards,  agencies,  etc.  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence).  2.  A  recommendation  relating 
to  the  number  of  Districts  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  (there  are  presently  10).  3.  A 
recommendation  for  a  special  “called 
session”  of  the  Annual  Conference  (to 
last  one  day,  or  so)  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  full  report  of  the  Struc¬ 
ture  Study  Committee  (this  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  possibly).  4.  And  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  on  the  location  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  Office  (presently  at  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  Shreveport). 

John  Jackson,  District  Lay  Leader 
for  Natchitoches  and  Nick  Saladino. 
District  Lay  Leader  of  the  Hammond 
District,  both  vigorously  praised  the 
present  district  arrangement.  Mr.  Jack- 
son  reported  that  the  Natchitoches  Dis¬ 
trict,  which  is  now  in  its  second  year, 
has  acomplished  much  in  organization 
and  fund  raising;  that  the  fact  that 
there  is  now  a  central  headquarters 
for  the  area  encompassing  that  district, 
has  provided  more  informational  ser¬ 


vice  to  the  local  churches  there,  which 
in  turn  has  sparked  more  interest  and 
enthusiasm  for  the  church’s  programs. 
More  people  in  more  churches  are  in¬ 
volved  in  the  work  of  the  church,  be¬ 
cause  they  have  their  own  District 
Program,  Jackson  reported. 

Mr.  Saladino  reported  that  the  re¬ 
cent  Hammond  District  Conference  at¬ 
tracted  close  to  400  persons  in  atten¬ 
dance.  He  said  that  when  this  area  was 
part  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  the 
District  Conference  for  that  large  area 
did  not  attract  as  many  people. 

A  question  arose  as  to  why  there  was 
a  question  of  cutting  down  on  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Districts:  Was  it  split  between 
clergy  and  laity,  with  one  for  it  and 
one  against  it?  The  answer  from  the 
Structure  Committee  members  present 
was  “no”,  that  it  was  about  equally 
divided  in  opinion  between  clergy  and 
laity  (who  had  responded  on  a  recent 
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Those  attending  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity  meeting. 
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Qdiiomall 


I  Luke  24:13-35 

t  seemed  like  a  dream.  So 
much  had  happened  in  so  short  a 
time  that  they  could  not  assimi¬ 
late  the  experiences,  almost  psy- 
chodelic.  They  walked  slowly 
headed  home  to  Emmaus,  seven 
miles  from  Jerusalem,  the  city 
where  it  had  all  happened.  Their 
conversation  drifted  and  swirled 
around  a  man  riding  a  donkey 
through  the  streets  of  the  city. 
They  had  been  there  and  had 
shouted  along  with  the  others. 
They  had  never  been  more  hope¬ 
ful  in  their  lives.  But  nothing  had 
come  of  it.  Their  hopes  were 
raised  again  momentarily,  they 
reminded  each  other,  as  this  man 
ran  the  money  changers  and  trad¬ 
ers  out  of  the  temple  court.  After 
that,  things  went  from  bad  to 
worse.  “I  don’t  understand  it”, 
said  Cleopas.  “Jesus  had  us  all 
in  the  palm  of  his  hand;  he  could 
have  done  anything.”  “Yes,”  said 
Simon,  “He  could  have,  but  He 
didn’t.  I  keep  seeing  him  hanging 
there  on  the  cross.  I  can’t  get  it 
out  of  my  mind.” 

They  walked  in  silence  for  a 
while.  Finally,  Cleopas  asked 
seriously,  “Do  you  buy  the  tale 
those  women  told?”  Just  as  Si¬ 
mon  was  about  to  answer,  a  man 
overtook  them  and  began  to 
walk  along  with  them.  After  the 
greetings,  the  stranger  asked, 
“Well,  what’s  new?  You  seemed 
to  be  in  a  serious  conversation  as 
I  walked  up”.  Cleopas  turned  as 
he  spoke,  “You  mean  you 
haven’t  heard?  I  don’t  see  how 
you  could  have  helped  hearing. 
Why  there  has  been  more  excite¬ 
ment  in  the  last  few  days  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  than  I  have  known  in  I 
don’t  know  when.  There  was  this 
fellow  named  Jesus.  He  was  a 
prophet,  I  believe.  Our  rulers 
and  priests  connived  to  get  him 
crucihed.  We  had  hoped  that  he 
was  the  Messiah,  but  He  didn’t 
look  much  like  a  Messiah  hang¬ 
ing  there  on  the  cross.  But  see 
how  this  grabs  you.  It  was  the 
day  before  yesterday  that  He  was 
crucified.  This  morning  early 
some  women  went  to  his  tomb  to 
anoint  his  body,  but  it  wasn’t 
there.  Some  of  our  friends  check¬ 
ed  on  the  story  and  they  said  that 
the  women  had  told  it  right.”  Cle¬ 
opas  waited  to  see  how  the 
stranger  would  respond. 

“Don’t  you  believe  what  the 
prophets  wrote?”  the  stranger 
asked.  “Let  me  remind  you  .  .  .” 
And  then  He  quoted  a  number  of 
passages  from  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment.  It  was  an  interesting  dis¬ 
cussion  which  continued  until  the 
three  reached  the  edge  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Emmaus.  The  stranger 
started  to  bid  them  goodbye,  but 
Cleopas  and  Simon  persuaded 
Him  to  go  home  with  them.  At 
the  table  Cleopas  called  on  Him 
to  say  the  grace.  He  did.  Then 
picking  up  a  loaf  of  bread.  He 
broke  off  a  couple  of  pieces  and 
handed  them  to  Cleopas  and  Si¬ 
mon.  It  was  then  that  they 
recognized  Jesus.  Luke  says  sim¬ 
ply,  “And  He  vanished  out  of 
their  sight.” 

Cleopas  turned  to  Simon  and 
said,  “That  explains  it;  that’s  why 


A  Burning  Heart 


my  heart  burned  so  as  we  were 
talking  with  the  stranger  on  the 
road.  It  was  Jesus.  He  is  risen.” 
*  *  * 

Now,  I  am  aware  of  some  of 
the  exegetical  problems  of  the 
scripture  passage .  I  see  in 

this  story  a  message  for  Easter 
Day  so  powerful  that  it  must  be 
proclaimed.  There  is  a  burning  in 
our  hearts  today.  That  burning  is 
the  work  of  the  risen  Lord  within 
us.  But  not  until  we  recognize 
Him  as  Lord  and  Savior  will  we 
know  the  cause  of  our  divine  dis¬ 
content  —  and  the  answer  to  it. 

Simon  and  Cleopas  did  not 
describe  for  us  in  detail  what  the 
experience  of  the  burning  heart 

meant  to  them.  But . I  want 

to  say  .  .  .  that  the  living  Christ 
who  burns  within  us  is  the  answer 
to  the  burning  as  well  as  its  cause. 


i  irst  of  all  .  .  ,  the  living 
Christ  is  making  us  discontented 
with  a  life  that  is  less  than  its 
best.  There  are  men  everywhere 
who  long  to  become  what  they 
are  capable  of  becoming. 

He  (Christ)  is  not  only  the 
cause  of  the  burning,  he  is  the 
answer  to  it.  In  the  Christ  event 
which  stretches  from  the  throne 
of  God  through  a  Bethlehem 
stable,  from  the  top  of  a  Gol¬ 
gotha  to  the  bottom  of  a  borrow¬ 
ed  tomb,  and  on  and  up  into  the 
lives  of  countless  men  —  in  the 
Christ  event  there  is  the  answer 
to  the  burning  desire  of  men  to 
become  fully  human. 

How  does  it  work?  Take,  first, 
the  matter  of  man’s  awareness  of 
his  own  nature.  How  is  the  Christ 
event  an  answer  to  this?  Look  at 
the  cross.  In  the  cross  a  man 
sees  both  the  depths  of  depravity 
to  which  men  can  sink  and  the 
heights  of  self-giving  to  which 
man  may  rise.  The  men  who 
connived  for,  acquiesed  in,  and 
participated  in  the  death  of 
Jesus  show  us  what  we  are  at  our 
worst.  The  man  on  the  cross 
shows  us  the  self-giving  life  style 
which  is  ours  at  our  best.  No 
man  is  fully  human  until  he 
knows  both  the  evil  and  the  good 
he  is  capable  of  doing.  The  Christ 
event  is  the  moment  of  truth 
about  our  natures. 

Then  there  is  this  matter  of 
freedom  to  become  progressively 
what  we  are  meant  to  become. 
Freedom  is  freedom  from  some¬ 
thing  or  freedom  to  something. 
In  either  case,  the  highest  value 
is  something  other  than  freedom. 

Where  does  Christ  enter  the 
picture?  In  the  commitment  of 
our  lives  to  Christ,  we  find  the 
freedom  to  become.  It  is  not  per¬ 
fect  freedom.  When  our  top  prior¬ 
ity  is  giyen  to  Christ,  we  no  long¬ 
er  have  the  freedom  to  put  other 
loyalties  on  top.  But  the  men  and 
the  women  who  have  met  and 
recognized  the  risen  Lord  testi¬ 
fy  to  a  new  freedom. 

The  life  that  is  surrendered  to 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  free  life,  but 
it  is  a  life  that  is  free  to  become, 
free  to  move  toward  its  potential. 

Men  want  to  become  what  they 
are  capable  of  becoming.  When  a 
man  gives  his  life  to  Jesus  Christ, 


puts  Christ  in  first  place,  he  be¬ 
comes  an  integrated  personality. 
The  inner  divisions  which  have 
sapped  his  vitality  and  dissipated 
his  energy  and  confused  his  life 
direction  are  gone.  Now,  he  is 
free,  because  he  is  a  captive. 
Jesus  is  his  Lord,  and  that  makes 
a  man  a  man. 


I 


n  the  second  place,  there  is  a 
burning  desire  in  man  for  mission. 
People  are  looking  for  something 
to  which  they  can  give  their  lives. 
Even  as  they  want  to  become 
what  they  are  capable  of  becom¬ 
ing,  so  they  want  to  do  for  others 
what  they  are  capable  of  doing. 
Young  people  today  are  as  vital¬ 
ly  concerned  about  their  world  as 
any  generation  I  have  known  or 
read  about.  Their  hearts  burn  for 
others.  Children  of  affluence  have 
turned  their  backs  upon  affluence 
because  they  can’t  stand  the  ap¬ 
parent  indifference  of  the  strong 
toward  the  weak.  Men  desire  a 
mission. 

What  I  worry  about  is  the  way 
in  which  you  may  attempt  to 
work  out  your  mission. 

For  example,  some  of  you  are 
demolitionists;  you  believe  that 
you  must  level  to  the  ground  old 
structures  in  order  that  creative 
new  ones  may  be  built.  You  must 
be  reminded  that  demolition  is 
much  easier  and  faster  than  con¬ 
structive  endeavor.  You  must  be 
reminded  that  the  erasure  of  old 
structures  does  not  automatically 
create  better  new  ones.  You  must 
be  reminded  that  historical  per¬ 
spective  has  always  been  a  desir¬ 
able  ingredient  of  future  plan¬ 
ning.  You  must  be  reminded  that 
social,  economic,  religious  struc¬ 
tures  are  in  reality  supports  which 
hold  up  our  way  of  life.  It  is  a 
perilous  undertaking  when  these 
supports  are  knocked  out  before 
better  supports  have  been  put  into 
position.  The  times  call  for  re¬ 
formation  but  not  for  revolution. 
Jesus  was  a  reformationist,  but 
not  a  revolutionist.  He  turned  his 
back  upon  the  temptation  to  be 
that  kind  of  Messiah. 

Some  of  you  are  humanists. 
The  Christian  .  .  .  understands 
the  depravity  of  man,  understands 
that  man’s  worth  is  a  derived 
worth,  i.e.  God  loves  the  man, 
therefore,  the  man  is  of  worth. 
This  understanding  of  the  reason 
for  man’s  value  keeps  Christians, 
along  with  Christ,  eternally  at  the 
task  of  being  “men  for  others.” 

Now,  there  are  some  Christians 


—  by  Dr.  Joel  Cooper 

Pastor,  Central  United 

Methodist  Church, 

Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

in  mission  who  sometimes  lose 
perspective.  There  are  those  indi¬ 
vidualistic  missioners  who  con¬ 
ceive  of  the  Christian  mission  as 
the  leading  of  individuals  to  an 
experience  of  God’s  acceptance 
through  Jesus  Christ,  This  is  a 
vital  mission.  It  seeks  to  meet  a 
*dire  need  of  mankind.  Man  is  a 
spiritual  being  as  well  as  a  physi¬ 
cal  being.  He  needs  a  spiritual 
nourishment.  Christians  must  be 
on  mission  to  provide  that  spirit¬ 
ual  nourishment  without  which 
man  cannot  really  live.  The 
trouble  with  this  individualistic 
understanding  of  mission  is  its 
exclusiveness.  There  are  those 
Christians  who  feel  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  mission  is  exclusively  to  the 
“souls”  of  men. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
those  Christians  who  see  their 
mission  as  a  kind  of  social  activ¬ 
ism.  They  get  involved  not  only 
in  the  direct  relief  of  the  hungry, 
the  sick,  the  poor,  the  downtrod¬ 
den,  but  they  get  involved  in 
changing  the  structures  of  society 
which  have  so  much  to  do  with 
the  nurture  of  persons.  This,  too, 
is  a  vital  mission.  Men  are  in 
need;  there  is  a  giant  agony  in 
the  world.  A  mission  to  the  hurt, 
the  hungry,  the  hounded  is  surely 
a  Christian  mission.  The  trouble 
with  this  socially  activistic  under¬ 
standing  of  mission  is  that  it  is 
often  exclusive.  There  are  those 
Christians  today  who  think  the 
church  is  irrelevant  if  it  spends 
any  of  its  time  and  energy  and 
money  in  “spiritual”  endeavor. 

The  risen  Christ  is  working  in 
the  hearts  of  men.  He  gives  them 
the  burning  desire  for  mission. 
And  He  is  the  answer  to  the 
burning.  When  a  man  is  commit¬ 
ted  to  Jesus  Christ  and  comes  to 
understand  the  non-violent,  self¬ 
giving  reformation  principles  of 
Jesus,  comes  to  understand  the 
derived  nature  of  man’s  worth, 
and  comes  to  see  the  Christian 
mission  as  mission  to  the  whole 
man  and  every  man,  then  he  will 
go  out  on  mission  without  fear  of 
disillusionment  or  ultimate  fail¬ 
ure. 


Jl  n  the  third  place,  there  is  in 
man  a  burning  desire  for  mean¬ 
ing.  Man  wants  whatever  assur¬ 
ance  he  can  have  that  his'  life 
counts  for  something.  I  would 
say,  as  I  have  of  the  other  two 
points,  the  risen  Christ  is  labor- 

P lease  turn  to  page  9 
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views 


OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Dr.  Cynthia  Wedel,  former  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  addressing  the  11th  plenary 
session  of  COCU  in  Memphis,  declared:  “There  is 
nothing  wrong  in  preferring  one  way  of  worship  to 
another,  but  there  is  something  wrong  in  trying  to 
prove  to  others  that  our  way  is  more  correct,  more 
acceptable  to  God.”  Dr.  Wedel  continued,  “The 
basis  for  a  Christian’s  acceptance  of  pluralism  lies 
in  the  realization  that  God  is  far  greater  than  we  can 
comprehend.  The  minute  we  press  for  the  exclusive 
Tightness’  of  our  particular  way  of  doing  things,  we 
are,  by  implication,  limiting  God  —  cutting  him 
down  to  our  size.” 


Professor  Carl  Schalk,  editor  of  Church  Musk 
and  professor  of  oi^an  at  Concordia  Teachers 
College,  River  Forest,  Ill.,  said  at  a  Minnea¬ 
polis  meeting  of  church  musicians  that  changes 
in  worship  are  slowing  down  and  becoming  less 
flamboyant  partly  because  congregations  have 
become  exhausted  by  constant  experimentation. 
Noting  that  congregations  are  returning  more 
and  more  to  traditional  forms  of  worship, 
Schaulk  said  they  have  begun  to  realize  that 
much  of  what  has  passed  for  innovation  and 
which  was  to  have  brought  renewed  vitality  and 
meaning  to  worship,  “has  brought  only  the  same 
enervating  monotony  and  sameness  as  before.” 

A  meeting  in  Toronto,  of  the  national  executives  of 
the  Council  for  the  Faith,  a  coalition  of  clergy  and 
laity  banded  together  to  present  what  they  consider 
to  be  essentials  of  Anglican  faith  and  tradition,  has 
rejected  the  official  “Plan  of  Union,”  which  em¬ 
bodies  the  results  of  more  than  25  years  of  discus¬ 
sions  and  negotiations  between  the  Anglican  Church 
of  Canada  and  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  and 
more  recently,  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ).  The  Plan  calls  for  a  three-fold  ministry  of 
bishops,  presbyters  and  deacons.  It  endorses  the 
ordination  of  women,  a  faith  and  order  that  is  based 
upon  scripture  and  it  recognizes  the  authority  of 
the  traditional  creeds.  National  executive  members 
of  the  Council  for  the  Faith  say  union  will  mean  a 
“watering  down”  of  Anglican  doctrine  and  faith. 

Gov.  Bruce  King  has  vetoed  a  bill,  opposed  by 
a  number  of  reli^ous  leaders,  that  would  have 
lowered  the  legal  drinking  age  in  New  Mexico 
from  21  to  19.  Announcing  his  veto,  the  gover¬ 
nor  said  “In  light  of  the  demonstrated  serious¬ 
ness  of  the  drinking  problem  and  the  wide¬ 
spread  parental  concern  over  excessive  drinking 
of  young  people,  I  cannot  sigp  into  law  a  mea¬ 
sure  which  will  make  alcoholic  beverages  more 
accessible  to  young  people.” 

First  steps  to  form  a  new  regional  council  of  all 
Anglican  Churches  in  South  America  were  taken  in 
Lima,  Peru  recently  by  a  meeting  of  20  delegates 
representing  all  existing  Anglican  Church  work  on 
the  continent.  The  delegates  including  a  bishop, 
priest  and  layman  or  woman  from  each  of  the 
Church’s  seven  dioceses,  as  well  as  the  independent 
Episcopal  Church  of  Brazil,  proposed  that  the  new 
council  should  take  as  its  name  the  Consejo  Angli- 
cano  Sud  Americano  (CASA). 

Eight  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  were  sentenced  to 
jail  terms  ranging  from  seven  to  11  months  in 
Katerini,  Greece  on  charges  of  proselytizing. 
Each  must  pay  a  $100  fine  and  undergo  eight 
months  of  police  surveillance  after  release. 
Meanwhile,  an  employee  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  Thessaloniki  was  convicted  in  Kater¬ 
ini  on  similar  charges. 


Spokesmen  for  four  religious  press  associations  have 
urged  the  Senate  Post  Office  and  Civil  Service  Com¬ 
mittee  to  recommend  passage  of  a  bill  providing 
subsidies  to  the  religious  press  on  postal  increases. 
Under  the  legislation,  introduced  by  Rep.  Morris  K. 
Udall  (Ariz.)  any  postal  increases  scheduled  for  re¬ 
ligious  and  other  non-profit  publications  would  be 
shared  50-50  by  the  publications  and  the  federal 
government.  In  addition,  the  first  250,000  copies 
of  any  publication  (including  profit-making  ones) 
would  be  entitled  to  a  government  subsidy  of  one- 
third  on  its  total  postal  rate.  John  F.  Fink,  repre¬ 
senting  the  Associated  Church  Press,  the  Catholic 
Press  Assn.,  Evangelical  Press  Assn.,  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  Press  Assn.,  told  the  committee:  “We 
wholeheartedly  support  the  provisions  of  the  Udall 
Bill  —  and  urge  the  committee  to  recommend  its 
passage.” 

“It  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  Christianity  is  a 
white  man’s  religion,”  said  the  Rev.  Wonder 
Johns,  recently  ordained  pastor  of  the  First 
Seminole  Baptist  Church  on  the  Hollywood 
Reservation  in  Florida,  reflecting  on  reports  that 
the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  dis¬ 
courages  Christian  churches  on  reservations. 
Agreeing  with  the  38-year-old  Mr.  Johns,  Mrs. 
Winifred  Tiger,  a  Cherokee  juvenile  counselor 
who  married  a  Seminole  and  moved  to  Holly¬ 
wood  15  years  ago,  said  AIM  leaders  “don’t 
want  any  religion  for  themselves,  and  don’t 
want  anyone  else  to  have  any  either.”  Both 
Mrs.  Tiger  and  Mr.  Johns  maintain  that  the 
problems  at  Wounded  Knee  can  be  worked  out 
in  peaceful  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs. 


“Religious  Education:  Building  Values  and  Mean¬ 
ing,”  will  be  the  theme  of  the  70th  annual  Nat’l. 
Catholic  Educational  Association’s  convention  in 
New  Orleans,  April  23  to  26,  which  is  expected  to 
attract  more  than  10,000  Roman  Catholic  educators. 
The  closing  sessions  on  April  26  will  hear  Dr.  Viktor 
E.  Frankl,  Viennese  psychiatrist,  who  will  speak  on 
“Youth  in  Search  of  Meaning.” 

In  an  unusually  hard-hitti^  commentary,  Vati¬ 
can  Radio  said  the  atheist  leadership  of  the 
country  of  Albania  has  managed  to  bring  abop 
“the  total  elimination  of  the  Roman  Catholk 
hierarchy”  there.  The  network  program,  beamed 
to  Albania  as  well  as  to  other  Communist  and 
non-Communist  nations  throughout  the  world, 
noted  that  in  1967  the  Balkan  country  had  pro¬ 
claimed  itself  as  “the  first  atheist  state  in  the 
world.”  The  broadcast  disclosed  that  only  a 
few  Roman  Catholic  priests  remain  in  Albania. 

Navy  Capt.  Jeremiah  A.  Denton,  Jr.,  the  first  pris¬ 
oner  of  war  to  return  to  the  U.  S.,  speaking  before 
a  group  at  Elon  College  (United  Church  of  Christ) 
where  his  son  is  student  body  president  said,  “Some 
of  you  are  old  enough  to  remember  World  War  IPs 
expression  ‘There  are  no  atheists  in  foxholes.’  ”  I 
have  seen  that  man’s  active  faith  in  God  increases 
proportionately  with  the  degree  to  which  man  is 
faced  with  the  more  absolute  pressures  of  life  and 
death.”  Noting  that  many  people  look  upon  the  Ten 
Commandments  as  outmoded  today,  Capt.  Denton 
said  “God’s  commandments  are  the  channels  within 
which  man  must  behave  not  only  for  heavenly  re¬ 
ward  but  for  successful  coexistence  as  a  species  on 
this  earth,” 

The  birth  rate  in  Finland  is  going  down  and  the 
divorce  rate  is  going  up,  according  to  a  report 
issued  by  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Finland.  Births  declined  by  20.4  per  cent  dur¬ 
ing  the  1967-1971  period.  Church  membership 
statistics  for  the  five-year  period  revealed  that 
92.5  per  cent  of  the  people  belong  to  the  State 
Lutheran  Church.  Some  Church  leaders  fear 
that  a  new  religious  education  plan  now  in  ef¬ 
fect  “is  linked  with  sets  of  values  which  con¬ 
flict  with  the  set  of  values  represented  by  the 
Christian  faith.” 


Upon  being  re-elected  president  of  the  American 
Jewish  Congress  national  Women’s  Division,  Mrs. 
Jacqueline  Levine  of  West  Orange,  N.  J.  declared 
that  the  declining  role  of  the  family  in  the  transmit¬ 
ting  of  the  Jewish  heritage  has  weakened  our  at¬ 
tachment  to  —  and  our  knowledge  of  —  the  ideals 
of  social  justice  which  run  through  the  history  of  the 
Jewish  people.”  “We  (Jews)  do  not  read  the  Bible 
at  home,”  Mrs.  Levine  said,  “and  so  we  do  not 
know  the  prophets’  dream  of  world  peace,  and  the 
injunction  of  our  sages  to  love  mercy  and  do  jus¬ 
tice.” 

The  “Star  of  Bethlehem,”  a  747  El  A1  jet,  left 
New  York  on  April  4  carrying  more  th^  400 
persons  oh  what  was  believed  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  airborne  pilgrimages  of  Christians  to  the 
Holy  Land  on  record.  Singer  Pat  Boone  and 
his  family  were  among  the  pilgrims  making  the 
trip  in  support  of  the  Bethlehem  Crippled 
Children’s  Hospital,  maintained  by  the  Holy 
Land  Mission  of  Kansas  City.  The  entertainer 
was  also  going  to  Israel  to  film>  a  television 
special  called  “Christmas  in  Bethlehemw”  Spe¬ 
cial  cargo  included  400  pairs  of  ortho¬ 
pedic  sli^s  and  700  pairs  of  regular  shoes  for 
children  served  by  Holy  Land  Mission. 

The  proportion  of  black  high  school  graduates  en¬ 
tering  college  in  1972  was  virtually  the  same  as  for 
whites,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 
The  federal  agency  reported  that  49.4  per  cent  of 
the  white  and  47.6  per  cent  of  the  black  high  school 
graduates  of  last  June  were  enrolled  in  college  as 
of  Oct.  1972.  “In  1968  the  enrollment  rate  was 
56.6  per  cent  for  whites  and  46.2  for  blacks,  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  10.4  percentage  points,”  the  agency  said. 


EDWARDSVILLE,  ILL.  -  A  service  is  conducted 
beneath  the  R.  Buckminster  Fuller-designed  geo¬ 
desic  dome  of  the  Religious  Center  on  the  campus 
of  Southern  Illinois  University  at  Edwardsville. 
The  unique  building  is  the  only  religious  facility 
on  the  campus  and  serves  Lutherans,  Episco¬ 
palians,  American  Baptists,  Roman  Catholics, 
United  Methodists  and  the  United  Christian  Foun¬ 
dation  (Presbyterians,  Disciples  of  Christ  and 
the  United  Church  of  Christ).  The  building  was 
privately  financed  by  the  denominations  on  land 
leased  from  the  university.  Mr.  Fuller  wanted  to 
show  that  religion  is  central  to  life  and  learning 
when  he  designed  the  Center.  Programming  at 
the  Center  is  highly  ecumenical.  There  are  six 
campus  clergymen  who  conduct  a  broad  range  of 
religious  services  and  counseling.  The  building 
has  also  been  used  for  weddings  and  memorial 
services.  (RNS  Photo) 
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questionnaire  mailed  out  by  the  com¬ 
mittee). 

Eloi  Primeaux  of  Hayes  asked  about 
the  information  gained  from  the  recent 
questionnaire  relating  to  the  question 
of  the  work  and  duties  of  the  District 
superintendent  and  commented  that 
the  size  of  a  district  might  have  a  lot 
to  do  with  what  is  expected  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent. 

Mr.  Matheny  commented  that  the 
reaction  across  the  Conference  follow¬ 
ing  publication  of  a  story  in  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  on  the  work  of 
the  Structure  Study  Committee,  which 
mentioned  the  suggestion  to  cut  the 
number  of  districts  had  met  with  strong 
reaction;  that  the  consensus  of  those 
reacting  was  not  to  change  the  num¬ 
ber.  When  asked  as  to  how  powerful 
the  pressure  is  to  cut  the  number  of 
districts,  Mr.  Matheny  answered  that 
the  information  in  the  returned  ques¬ 
tionnaires  (about  1/6  of  those  sent  out) 
seemed  to  lean  towards  a  smaller  num¬ 
ber  of  districts. 

Mr.  Matheny  summarized  what  he 
felt  the  next  step  was  for  the  Commit¬ 
tee:  that  is,  to  decide  what  is  best  for 
the  Conference  program  and  then  de¬ 
vise  a  financial  program  to  fit  that  d&- 
ciaon,  instead  of  first  fixing  up  some¬ 


thing  on  a  cost  analysis,  and  then  try¬ 
ing  to  tailor-make  the  church  to  fit  the 
price  tag  that  is  established.  “But  you 
have  to  understand  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  pressure  to  do  it  on  the  cost 
basis,”  Mr.  Matheny  said. 

Other  items  of  business  discussed 
at  the  Board  Meeting  were:  the 
Hymnals  for  Mexico  Program;  a  Lay 
Witness  Mission  to  Mexico  Oct.  19, 
20,  21  with  150  witnesses  plamiing  to 
go  from  Louisiana  and  Texas  to  11 
churches  there;  1000  Club  applications 
(seven  were  discussed);  the  Annual 
Lay  Retreat,  July  28-29,  with  Dr.  Mil¬ 
lard  J.  Bienvenu,  Sr.,  as  leader  of  a 
“Family  Life”  Seminar  program;  the 
Wesley  Foundation  program;  and  dis¬ 
trict  reports  from  the  district  lay  lead¬ 
ers. 

Almost  all  the  districts  reported 
strong  support  for  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  at  Southern  University.  A  large 
number  of  the  assessments  to  the  Dis¬ 
tricts  has  been  raised  towards  the 
$100,000  needed  to  construct  a  build¬ 
ing  at  Southern  University. 

37  persons  attended  the  meeting  at 
the  Ramada  Inn  in  Alexandria,  which 
adjourned  following  the  evening  meal, 
t 


‘Commitment  to  excellence^  urged 
by  Centenary  department  head 


Centenary  College  celebrated  its 
148th  aniversary  TTiursday,  April  5 
with  a  colorful  academic  procession 
and  an  address  by  one  of  its  own  facul¬ 
ty  members.  Dr.  Walter  Lowrey,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Department  of  Government 
and  History. 

The  graduating  seniors  joined  the 
faculty  and  administrative  staff  in  cap 
and  gown  in  the  processional  from  the 
Miclde  Hall  of  Science  to  Brown  Me¬ 
morial  Chapel.  Classes  were  dismissed 
at  10:15  a.m.  for  the  ceremony  and 
the  College  family  and  guests  were 
treated  to  a  traditional  picnic  lunch 
in  the  azalea  banked  Crumley  Gar¬ 
dens. 

Dr.  Lowrey  was  introduced  by  Cen¬ 
tenary  President  John  H.  Allen.  Dean 


Thad  N.  Marsh  presided  at  the  cere¬ 
mony,  WiUiam  Teague  was  the  organ¬ 
ist  and  Dr.  William  Ballard  led  the- 
Centenary  Choir  in  a  special  anthem. 
B.  P.  Causey  and  the  Centenary  band 
provided  music  for  the  processional. 
Chaplain  Robert  Ed  Taylor  gave  the 
benediction. 

Dr.  Lowrey’ s  address  about  the  his¬ 
torical  significance  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  was  taken  from  material  he  is 
collecting  for  a  book  he  is  hoping  to 
publish  during  the  sesqui-centennial  of 
the  College  in  1975. 

He  entertained  his  audience  with 
numerous  anecdotes  from  the  past,  one 
which  indicated  that  students  com¬ 
plained  about  cafeteria  food  even  in 
the  old  days. 


President  John  H.  Allen 
(third  from  right)  and 
members  of  his  platform 
party  proceed  to  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreve¬ 
port,  for  the  recent 
Founders’  Day  Observ¬ 
ance.  Members  of  the 
party  are  (left  to  right) 
Dr.  William  Ballard,  choir 
director;  Dr.  Walter  M. 
Lowrey,  Founders’  Day 
Speaker;  Dr.  Allen;  the 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Taylor, 
chaplain;  and  Dean  Thad 
N.  Marsh. 


The  Revs.  Stone  W.  Caraway  (back  row,  left),  district  director  of 
Youth  Ministries  and  pastor  of  Simpson  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
and  Don  C.  Cottrill  (front  row,  second  from  left),  conference  di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Ministries,  were  among  the  leaders  of  the  recent 
Lake  Charles  District  Youth  Retreat  at  the  District  Camp. 


Rev.  Cottrill  (standing,  left)  installed  the  1973-74  Lake  Charles 
District  Youth  Team  at  the  weekend  retreat.  (Standing,  from  Rev. 
Cottrill  s  left)  Don  Morgan,  president;  George  Stone,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Janie  Wallace;  Andy  Winfree;  Carol  Williams,  treasurer; 
Lylln  Guth;  Jamie  Unis,  secretary;  Julie  Stackhouse;  Cheryl 
Crosby,  and  (seated,  from  left)  Kathy  Chesson,  publicity;  and 
Susan  Callahan,  conference  representative. 


Forty-seven  youth  and  nine  adults  from  14  churches  attended  the 
retreat. 


Turning  to  the  future,  Dr.  Lowrey 
said  the  College  can  look  back  on 
some  dark  days  when  some  despaired 
of  the  future,  but  noted  it  had  always 
risen  up  with  renewed  strength  and 
vigor.  “As  long  as  those  of  us  involved 
in  the  educational  process  here  are 
truly  committed  to  excellence  and  do 
our  job  well,  I  believe  that  the  College 
will  thrive,”  he  said.  “But,  if  I  as  a 
faculty  member,  and  you  as  a  student, 


LEADERSHIP  'TRAINING 
COMMITTEE  IN  SHREVEPORT 
DISTRICT  INITIATING 
LONG-RANGE  PLANS 

The  Leadership  Training  Committee 
of  the  Shreveport  District,  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  making  plans  for 
more  and  better  training  for  leaders 
in  all  work  areas.  As  a  beginning,  an 
all-day  planning  session  was  held  at 
Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Thursday,  April  5th,  with 
the  Rev.  Don  C.  Cottrill,  Conference 


do  not  feel  a  sense  of  adventure,  of 
excitement,  a  challenge  to  the  mind  as 
we  enter  our  classrooms,  the  most  exo¬ 
tic  course  title,  the  most  artfully  drawn 
map,  or  the  most  spectacular  piece  of. 
scientific  equipment  will  not  set  learn¬ 
ing  in  motion  there.  Let  us  all,  stu¬ 
dents,  faculty,  administrators,  trustees 
— seek  this  excitement,  this  adventure, 
this  dedication,  and  thus  perpetuate  the 
greatness  of  our  heritage.” 

t 

Youth  Coordinator,  as  the  convener. 
Dr.  Benedict  Galloway  is  minister  of 
the  host  church. 

Long-range  plans  for  effective  train¬ 
ing  were  discussed,  as  well  as  present 
needs  which  were  given  top  priority. 
Laboratory  schools,  workshops  and 
seminars  are  in  the  future  planning,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ms-i  Ella 'Mae  Charlton, 
committee  chairperson. 

A  follow-up  meeting  will  be  held  in 
the  near  future  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Carl 
F.  Lueg,  superintendent  of  the  Shreve¬ 
port  District,  United  Methodist  Church. 
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A  DILEMMA  AND  A  CROSS 


Mrs.  Thomas  E.  (Florence j  Kirk¬ 
patrick,  subject  of  the  article  below, 
was  Louisiana  Conference  president 
of  the  WSCS  and  IT'SC  at  the  time  of 
her  death  in  September,  1972.  Her 
earthly  career  of  service  and  devo¬ 
tion  prompted  this  tribute  from  friends 
in  St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  where  she  was  a  member. 


by  Mamie  Hnffmai 

Florence  Kirkpatrick  was  a  special 
person  to  us  at  St.  Luke’s.  That  is  why 
it  has  been  a  special  task  to  select  a 
fitting  memorial.  It  was  easy  to  de¬ 
cide  on  a  cross  for  the  altar,  but  that 
is  where  our  dilemma  began. 

Listed  in  our  catalogs  were  these  de¬ 
scriptions:  “Clean,  tapered  lines  .  .  .. 
of  solid  brass  .  .  “Basically  tradi¬ 
tional  .  .  .  designed  in  a  gracefully 
modem  style  .  .  .”,  “Polished  to  a  ra¬ 
diant  luster  and  protected  from  per¬ 
spiration.  .  .” 

But  Florence  had  often  said.  “The 
cross  where  Jesus  died  was  not  a  beau¬ 
tiful,  shiny  thing.”  She  knew  it  to  be 
rough,  unsanded  and  unpolished  —  a 
cruel  instrument  of  death.  True,  it  was 
a  beautiful  thing  Christ  did  for  us  cm 
that  ugly  cross.  Yet,  if  this  cross  was 


to  be  presented  in  memory  of  Flor¬ 
ence’s  Christian  witness,  it  would  have 
to  be  an  old  rugged  cross. 

Back  to  the  catalogs.  No  rugged 
crosses!  Even  those  offered  in  walnut 
or  oak  came  sanded  and  polished  to  a 
high  gloss. 

It  has  been  during  this  Lenten  sea¬ 
son  —  a  time  of  preparing  ourselves 
spiritually  for  the  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Ohrist  —  that  we  have  realized 
that  our  cross  will  have  to  be  some¬ 
thing  very  special.  It  will  have  to  be 
something  specially  formed  by  the  dedi¬ 
cated  hands  of  a  talented  wood  carver, 
or  pershaps  a  sculptor.  A  person  who 
will  put  something  of  himself  into  his 
endeavor  as  Florence  did;  indeed,  as 
Christ  did  by  giving  his  all  for  us. 

The  cross  that  graces  St.  Luke’s  al¬ 
tar  cannot  be  an  assembly  line  product. 
It  must  be  one  of  a  kind.  It  must  be 
symbolic  of  Christ’s  suffering  so  that 
we  will  remain  hmnble  as  we  remem¬ 
ber  and  accept  his  sacrifice.  It  must 
therefore  be  an  especially  handmade, 
rough  and  rugged  cross,  unpolished 
and  unprotected  from  contact  with  hu¬ 
man  beings.  And  there  our  dilemma 
ends! 

t 


WISNER  WSCS  MEMBER 
HONORED  BY  WOMEN 

One  of  the  final  projects  of  the  WS¬ 
CS  of  the  Wisner  United  Methodist 
Church,  in  Wisner,  was  the  raising  of 
$100  for  Missions  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
Harry  Gilbert  (better  known  as  Miss 
Bessie).  A  Special  Membership  Pin 
and  Certificate  were  presented  to  Miss 
Bessie  at  her  home  on  March  14  by 
Mrs.  Lola  Knight  and  Mrs.  Georgia 
Farley. 

Miss  Bessie  is  indeed  (and  his  been 


for  56  years)  a  very  special  member  of 
each  of  the  Wisner  Women’s  organiza¬ 
tions.  Her  special  field  of  concern  has 
been  Christian  Social  Concerns  and  the 
saying  is  coixnmon  among  the  other 
ladies:  “For  many  years  if  your  phone 
rang  at  6  a.m.,  it  was  sure  to  be  Miss 
Bessie  with  some  worthy  Christian 
Social  Concerns  job  for  you.” 

And  all  day  long  she  herself  was 
busy  at  multitudinous  projects.  She 
still  keeps  up  with  the  LMCF  and 
other  projects  throughout  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  world  and  also  in  Wisner, 


TRIENNIAL  ASSEMBLY 
CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED 

The  Triennial  Assembly  of  Church. 
Women  United  in  Louisiana  was  held 
at  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  March  28-30,  with  Mrs.  George 
W.  Dameron  presiding. 

The  program  theme:  “Comprehen¬ 
sion  of  Our  Faith  as  Christians;  Our¬ 
selves  as  Women”  was  unfolded  in 
creative  and  dynamic  ways,  under  the 
leadership  of  a  Task  Force  headed  by 
Mrs.  Harry  Hollins  of  Lake  Charles. 

Two  headliners  were  the  guest 
speakers:  Mrs.  Clarie  Collins  Harvey, 
national  president  of  CWU;  and  the 
Rev.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Rowand,  Jr.  president 
of  the  International  Christian  Women’s 
Fellowship,  Disciples  of  Christ.  Wor¬ 
ship  was  innovative  —  liturgical  dance, 
the  music  of  Mike  Mooney,  color  slides 
accompanied  by  words  of  praise,  a 
contemporary  service  led  by  Father 
Paul  Caesar. 

Six  Opportunity  Groups  provided 
women  with  information  about  their 
interests.  These  were:  Dollars  and 
Sense,  History  and  Relationships  of 
CWU,  The  Fellowship  of  the  Least 
Coin,  The  Well,  Citizen  Action,  and 
Voluntarism. 

Important  business  included  changes 
in  the  By-Laws  to  provide  for  a  stag¬ 
gered  term  for  officers  and  an  annual 
assembly.  Election  of  officers  filled  the 
positions  of  leadership  for  the  state. 
Mrs.  William  Haskell  of  Delhi,  former¬ 
ly  president  of  the  Lafayette  unit  of 
CWU,  was  elected  as  the  new  state 
president.  Others  serving  with  her  are: 
Vice-President  of  Cultivation,  Mrs. 
Wm.  Browder;  vice-president  of  De¬ 
nominational  Cooperation,  Mrs.  Dame¬ 
ron;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Ed  Thomas;  sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  Cora  Williams. 

The  invitation  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
unit  for  the  1974  Assembly  was  ac¬ 
cepted. 

t 


The  Rev.  Carole  Cotton 

SPIRITUAL  GROWTH  RETREAT 
FOR  RUSTON  DISTRICT 


The  annual  Spiritual  Growth  Re¬ 
treat  for  women  of  the  Ruston  District 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  April  25, 
at  Caney  Lake  Camp  from  9:30  a.m. 
until  2  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Carole  Cotton,  associate 
minister  of  Rayne  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  will 
be  the  retreat  speaker  and  leader.  Car¬ 
ole,  a  young  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  is  a  graduate  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  an 
ordained  elder  in  full  connection  with 
the  conference. 

The  theme  of  the  retreat  is  “Discov¬ 
ering  What  It  means  to  a  Truly  Spiri¬ 
tual.”  The  singing  will  be  led  by  Mrs. 
Charles  Payne,  wife  of  a  Springhill 
physician  and  choir  director  of  the 
Springhill  Church.  Sack  lunches  will 
be  the  menu. 

Mrs.  Ralph  Cain  is  district  chair¬ 
man  of  Spiritual  Growth. 

t 


Wesley  Ray  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Angie 
held  a  “Sweetheart 
Night”  recently.  Of  the 
four  captains,  Mrs.  Lottie 
Mark  won  the  contest 
and  was  crowned  “Mrs. 
Sweetheart”  by  Mrs. 
Annie  B.  Clark.  Cap¬ 
tains  shown  above  are 
Mrs.  Hattie  Foster,  Mrs. 
Lebertha  Moses  and  Mrs. 
Julia  Harry.  Mrs.  Lola 
Harry  gave  a  message  on 
“Love.”  The  Rev.  I. 
McCoy  is  their  pastor. 


The  Children,  Board,  Auxiliary,  and  Staff 
of 

MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services 
invite  you  to  an 

OPEN  HOUSE 
on  Sunday,  April  29,  1973 
from  2:00  p.m. to  4:00  p.m. 

1210  East  Main  St. 

Houma,  Louisiana 


AT  RIGHT: 

Three  ladies  were  recently  honored  at  the  Istrouma 
Church.  The  program  took  the  form  of  “This  is  Your 
Life”.  The  three  women  —  one  from  the  Women’s 
Society,  one  from  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  and 
one  a  dedicated  worker  but  not  a  member  of  either 
group  —  were  chosen  because  together  they  project 
a  composite  picture  of  what  the  United  Methodist 
Woman  of  today  is  like.  Seated,  left  to  right,  is  Mrs. 
Earl  Turner,  leader  of  the  program,  Mrs.  Brady  For¬ 
man  from  the  Women’s  Society,  Mrs.  Zola  McGehee 
from  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Huff,  Member  at  Large. 

AT  LEFT: 

These  ladies  from  the  Hackberry  United  Methodist 
Church  were  some  of  the  group  responsible  for  raising 
$600  in  two  recent  church  suppers.  The  Rev.  Walter 
Clarke  is  their  pastor. 
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Memorials 


MRS.  OLIVA  TILLEY 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs .  A .  S .  Hodges,  Jr. 
MRS.  MARY  TYNES  MOORE 
by  Mrs.  I,  B.  Nickey  &  Faye  Nickey 
ELMER  DEAN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Marvin  Tanner 
T.  E.  HANKS 
by  Mrs.  Willie  Jean  Furr 
MRS .  MATTIE  CRAWFORD  WILSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  L.  St,  John 
MRS.  MARY  TYNES  MOORE 
by  Sara  Stokes 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  WINSTEAD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  Breedlove 
MR.  VAN  SICKLE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Qaude  Adcock, 
Elizabeth  Arthur,  Sue  Champion  & 
Irma  Lewis 
MRS .  RUTH  PIERSON 
by  Dorothy  Hyams 
MRS.  RUBY  LDSrVILLE 
by  Mrs .  J.  T.  Riser 
C.  E.  CLINE 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  Snider 
MRS.  W.  E.  MARCANTEL 
by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Grimes 


SUPER-SONIC 

SOCIAL 

CHANGE 


CAN  WRECK  FAMILIES 
CAN  DAMAGE  YOUTH 


cTHethodist 

QhILDREN’S 

9ioiAi 


Ruston,  L 


ouisiana 


offers  to  help 


EASTER  OFFERING 


1973 


MRS.  W.  M.  JACKSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Johnston 
MRS.  C.  E.  DEGGIES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Johnston 
IDE  CLACK 

by  Mrs-  D.  R.  Richardson 
LEROY  OBER 
by  Glenmora  WSCS 
MISS  BERT  COOK 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Max  McDowell 
VOWELL  HUTTON 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  E .  A .  Holley 
MRS.  PAULINE  GRYDER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  F.  Caldwell 
ED  MCDONALD 
by  Ruth  and  John  Nelson 
MRS.  CARRIE  LEE  MERRITT 
by  Sara  Stokes 
ALLEN  B.  GUTHRIE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton 
RUFUS  T.  YERGER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Manfred  T.  Gustafson 
MRS.  STELLA  McWharter 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  L.  C.  Lowrey 
JACK  OLMSTED 

by  Mrs .  Jack  Olmsted  &  Children 


MRS.  ANN  CUMMINS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Curtis  Eddy 
MRS.  L.  E.  ARMOUR 
by  Eulalie  T.  Hardee 
E.  V.  McDonald 
by  William  R.  Eason 
MRS.  VELMA  GRIGG 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  B.  Grigg,  Sr. 
ALLEN  KELLY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bradley 
MRS.  GUS  MOORE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Henry  Galloway 
ALLEN  GUTHRIE.  SR. 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  D.  Green  j 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morelle  Emmons 
TOM  MULHEARN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  P.  Newton 
BABY  GIRL  of  Mr.  &  Mrs .  L.P. 
Carter,  Jr. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  P.  Newton 
MRS.  AGNES  OWEN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  L.  Mason 
BILL  GILBERT 
by  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 

MRS .  LIZZIE  COTTON 
by  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 


MRS .  NAUMAN  SCOTT 
by  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 

ED  McDonald 
by  Ed  McE)onaid  Bible  Class, 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge 
MRS.  W.  M.  JACKSON 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Wesley  Young 
MRS.  CLARA  KEIFFER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  G .  L .  Wyatt 
MARVIN  G.  MCKINNEY,  SR. 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  H.  Gorben  McKinney 

M.  G.  McKinney 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Haygood,  Jr. 
MRS.  MAGGIE  W.  FORSHAG 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Harry  G .  Johnson 
MRS.  CORA  LEE  MASON  MERRITT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Ben  Means 
MRS.  ELLA  RITCHIE 
by  Brooks  and  Mary  Virginia  Jones 
LEROY  D.  OBER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  E .  O .  Pringle 
MRS .  MYRTLE  TAYLOR  ADAMS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  P.  S.  Gaharan,  Jr. 

(To  be  continued) 


LEFT: 

The  UMYF  from  Raymond  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  made  a  400  mile  round-trip 
to  visit  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 


This  interest 
commendable, 
is  pastor. 


and  concern  are  highly 
The  Rev.  Leland  Wade 


RIGHT: 

Terrel  J.  DeVille,  assistant  superintendent  of  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  in  Ruston  is  shown  with  boys  and  girls  who  re¬ 
ceived  Valuable  Player  Awards  from  their  basketball  coaches 
during  recent  chapel  service.  Recipients  were  selected  by 
their  respective  teams  by  secret  ballot.  Dennie  Duron,  Louisi¬ 
ana  Tech  Quarterback,  and  a  member  of  the  Fellowship  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Athletes,  was  the  devotional  speaker  for  the  occasion. 
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7^e  SttKdcufr  Sci^l 


(Ve  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  -  March,  April  and  May  -  under  the  general 
topic:  Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.”) 


LESSON  FOR  APRIL  29:  Man  Responds  Through  Faith 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Matthew  16;  13-16; 
John  20;24-31;  Acts  16;25-34;  Romans  10;5- 
13  ”  ' 

MEMORY  SELECTION;  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved.  (Acts  16;31) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  consider  the  difference 
it  makes  to  be  a  Christian. 

*  *  * 


The  four  Scripture  references  that  have  been 
chosen  for  today’s  study  are  all  related  to  the  mir¬ 
acle  that  is  wrought  in  the  life  of  an  individual  when 
he  or  she  becomes  acquainted  with  Christ,  The  ac¬ 
count  in  Acts  of  the  conversion  of  the  Philippian 
jailer  and  his  family  is  particularly  striking.  “What 
must  I  do  to  be  saved?’’,  is  the  pleading  question 
which  the  frightened  jail-keeper  put  to  Paul  and 
Silas  that  night.  It  is  the  question  which,  in  one 
form  or  another,  is  asked  over  and  over  in  every 
generation. 

*  *  * 

LIVING  IN  EARTHQUAKE  TIMES 

We  must  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  there  had  just 
been  an  earthquake.  Of  all  the  disasters  that  afflict 
earth-dwellers — fire,  tornadoes,  blizzards — ^there  is 
nothing  quite  so  frightening  as  an  earthquake.  I  have 
never  been  through  one  and  have  no  desire  for  the 
thrill,  but  I  have  talked  with  a  number  of  people 
who  have  had  the  first  hand  experience.  They  all 
say  there  is  nothing  else  quite  like  it.  The  whole 
earth,  usually  so  steady  and  dependable,  seems  to 
be  shaking.  One  has  the  feeling,  these  people  say, 
that  nothing  is  secure  and  there  is  a  sense  of  terror 
as  to  what  will  happen  next. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  of  the  facts  to  say  that  the 
times  through  which  we  are  passing  are  “earthquake 
times”.  Standards,  customs,  principles,  which  we 
once  took  for  granted  as  being  secure  and  permanent 
have  been  severely  shaken  if  not  completely  over¬ 
thrown.  It  is  probable  that  few  if  any  of  you  who 
reads  these  words,  if  you  are  forty  or  over,  havenot 
said  to  yourself,  “I  never  thought  I  would  live  to 
see  anything  like  this.”  And  the  end  is  not  yet.  In 
earthquake  times  the  question  continues  to  arise, 
sometimes  with  desperate  urgency,  and  at  varied 
levels — individual,  family,  economically,  socially — 
“What  must  we  do  to  be  saved?”. 

Our  concern,  as  Christians,  is  with  the  question 
“What  have  we,  as  individuals  and  as  a  Church,  to 
say  in  response  to  this  question?”  The  reply  that 
Paul  and  Silas  gave  to  the  frightened  jailer  that 
night  is,  in  essence,  the  reply  which  is  given  by  the 
entire  New  Testament  and  by  the  whole  body  of  the 
disciples  of  Christ  in  that  generation,  “Believe  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  and  you  will  be  saved.”  That  seems 
a  very  simple  and  incomplete  answer,  even  for  that 
day,  and  for  complex  and  confused  times  like  these 
we  are  in,  some  believe  it  to  be  wholly  inadequate. 

*  *  * 

THE  ONLY  VALID  ANSWER 

Let  us  take  a  deeper  look.  In  the  first  place,  it 
must  be  understood  that  the  word  here  translated 
“believe”  has  a  much  wider  meaning  than  mere  in¬ 
tellectual  assent.  The  New  English  Bible  translates 


it  more  accurately,  “Put  your  trust  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
and  you  will  be  saved.”  By  this  is  meant,  “Accept 
Christ  as  the  one  who  has  brought  to  the  world  a 
full  revelation  of  God’s  love  for  mankind  and  of  his 
offer  of  forgiveness  and  reconciliation  and  of  his 
plan  for  man’s  victory  over  sin  and  death.”  With 
this  understanding  of  the  meaning  of  life,  the  one 
who  has  put  his  trust  in  Christ  is  ready  to  live  in 
the  fullest  sense  of  the  word. 

This  prescription  for  living  was  all  that  the  early 
Christians  had  to  offer.  It  is  the  best  we  have  today. 
John  Wesley,  in  recording  in  his  Journal  a  service  of 
preaching,  would  frequently  say,  “I  gave  them 
Christ.”  Today  the  Church  has  spacious  and  com¬ 
fortable  buildings,  an  elaborate  ritual,  a  magnificent 
organization  and  no  small  degree  of  worldly  influ¬ 
ence.  The  New  Testament  Christians  had  none  of 
these.  But  they  had  what  we  are  in  danger  of  rele¬ 
gating  to  a  place  of  secondary  importance.  They 
had  a  vivid  awareness  of  the  presence  of  the  living 
Christ  in  their  lives  and  an  impassioned  desire  to 
share  this  experience  with  the  whole  world.  This 
was  true  not  only  of  those  who  had  been  associated 
with  him  in  his  ministry  in  the  flesh  but  also  of  those 
who  had  come  to  know  him  through  the  presence 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Church  and  its 
members  will  never  have  a  gift  to  offer  to  the  world 
that  matches  this  one. 

*  *  * 

A  TOTAL  COMMITMENT 

When  we  seek  to  discover  what  it  was  that  the 
New  Testament  Christians  found  in  Christ  that  ac¬ 
counts  for  their  amazing  vitality  and  steadfastness  in 
the  face  of  tremendous  difficulties,  three  facts 
stand  out  quite  clearly.  First,  THEY  FOUND  IN 
CHRIST  A  MAN  WHO  EMBODIED  SO  MUCH 
OF  GOD  THAT  THEY  FELT  COMPELLED  TO 
GIVE  HIM  THEIR  SUPREME  LOYALTY.  We 
have  come  to  think  of  the  word  “totalitarian”  as  an 
ugly  and  evil  word.  In  the  merely  human  context  it  is 
just  that  and  represents  a  pattern  of  life  that  must 
be  resisted  at  all  costs.  But  in  a  very  real  sense, 
Christianity  is  a  “totalitarian”  religion.  It  requires 
all  that  we  have  and  all  that  we  are.  It  will  not  com¬ 
promise  for  anything  less.  Jesus  said,  “If  any  man 
would  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself  take  up 
his  cross  and  follow  me.”  (Matt.  16:24)  Nowhere 
in  the  teachings  of  Jesus  do  we  find  any  word  that 
indicates  that  he  appealed  to  the  part  of  our  nature 
that  loves  ease  and  security.  He  always  appealed  to 
the  self-sacrificing  and  heroic.  The  reason  one  finds 
so  many  unhappy,  disappointed  church  members  is 
that  they  have  made  only  a  partial  commitment  to 
the  Christian  way  of  life.  This  is  not  sufficient.  It 
requires  total  submission  to  the  will  of  Christ.  Dr.  E. 
Stanley  Jones  wrote  a  little  book  which  he  called, 
“Victory  Through  Surrender”  which  is  a  discussion 
of  this  secret  of  the  Christian  way  from  defeat  to 
triumph. 

And  yet  the  New  Testament  Christians,  instead 
of  finding  this  loyalty  to  Christ  a  restraining  bond¬ 
age,  discovered  that  it  was  the  way  to  freedom  and 
courage  and  victory.  When  they  surrendered  their 
self-centered  selves,  they  found  through  fellowship 
with  Christ  their  real  selves.  This  is  a  discovery  that 
needs  to  be  made  in  every  generation  by  those  who 
are  seeking  the  fullness  of  life. 

*  *  * 


TO  SING  AT  MIDNIGHT 

Second,  THEY  FOUND  IN  CHRIST  A 
STRENGTH  AND  COMFORT  TO  MATCH  THE 
DEMANDS  9F  EVERY  SITUATION.  When  we 
read  of  the  trials  and  persecutions  and  martyrdoms 
which  they  endured  it  is  easy  to  see  that  only  super¬ 
human  courage  and  fortitude  could  have  enabled 
them  to  prevail.  In  describing  the  early  Christians, 
Dr.  L.  P.  Jacks  of  England  wrote,  “They  were  ab¬ 
surdly  happy,  perfectly  fearless,  and  always  in 
trouble.”  It  was  only  this  kind  of  inner  confidence 
that  could  have  made  it  possible  for  Paul  and  Silas, 
in  the  inner  prison  with  their  feet  in  the  stocks,  to 
sing  at  midnight.  Paul  may  have  been  thinking  of 
the  incident  at  Pentecost  in  which  the  jubilant  Chris¬ 
tians  were  accused  of  drinking  too  much  wine  when 
he  wrote  to  his  fellow  Christians  in  Ephesus,  “Do 
not  give  way  to  drunkenness  and  dissipation  that 
goes  with  it,  but  let  the  Holy  Spirit  fill  you.”  (Ephes¬ 
ians  5:18  NEB)  This  is  only  another  evidence  that 
the  early  Christians  remembered  the  words  of  Jesus 
when  he  said,  “These  things  I  have  spoken  to  you, 
that  my  joy  may  be  in  you  and  that  your  joy  may 
be  full.”  (John  15:11) 

*  *  * 

AMBASSADORS  FOR  CHRIST 

Third.  THEY  FOUND  IN  CHRIST  THE  SEC¬ 
RET  OF  RECONCILIATION.  The  world  in  which 
the  Christian  message  was  first  released  was  a  divid¬ 
ed,  strife-torn,  world.  The  healing,  unifying,  ministry 
of  Christ  was  described  in  this  statement:  “All  this 
is  from  God,  who  through  Christ  reconciled 'us  to 
himself  and  gave  us  the  ministry  of  reconciliation; 
that  is,  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  to 
himself.”  (II  Corinthians  5:18,  19)  We  are  in  the 
same  kind  of  world  today. 

Man  needs  to  be  reconciled  with  himself.  In  the 
seventh  chapter  of  the  letter  to  the  Romans,  Paul  is 
writing  about  himself  and  gives  us  a  vivid  description 
of  a  man  in  whom  a  continuing  struggle  was  in  pro¬ 
cess,  “I  can  will  what  is  right  but  I  cannot  do  it.  For 
I  do  not  do  the  good  I  want,  but  the  evil  do  I  not 
want  is  what  I  do.”  Instead  of  being  a  unified  person 
he  was  a  civil  war.  The  warfare  continued  until  an  en¬ 
counter  with  the  Living  Christ  resulted  in  his  recon¬ 
ciliation  to  God  and  the  unifying  of  his  total  being 
through  this  supreme  loyalty.  Then  he  was  able  to 
say,  “Thanks  be  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.”  He  was  then  able  to  proclaim  his  message  of 
reconciliation  between  persons,  classes,  races,  and 
nations.  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler  of  the  Perkins  Semi- 
ary  describes  the  responsibility  of  the  Church;  “Here, 
of  course,  is  where  the  Church  comes  in;  this  is 
what  the  Church  is  for.  If,  in  the  atonement,  man’s 
estrangement  from  God  was  overcome  in  Christ’s 
body  on  the  Cross,  so  also  the  Church  remains  in 
the  world  as  Christ’s  body  to  continue  the  ministry 
of  peace-bringing;  to  be  a  reconciled  and  reconciling 
community  acting  under  the  authority  and  by  the 
power  of  Christ  himself.  Here  is  the  criterion  of  the 
Church;  here  is  the  measure  of  her  success  or  fail¬ 
ure.” 

Because  this  is  true,  as  individual  members  of 
the  Church  we  cannot  escape  our  responsibility  as 
Ambassadors  for  Christ”  and  agents  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion. 
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Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce  to  direct 
Jurisdiction  Ministries  Council 


'Trilogue'  cautions 
against  offending 
non  -Christians 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  The 
Rev.  Ronn  Kerr,  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  was  a  guest  resource  leader  in  a 
pioneering,  interreligious  “trilogue”  in¬ 
volving  Jews,  Roman  Catholics,  and 
Southern  Baptists  here  March  25-27. 

Mr.  Kerr,  head  of  the  Key  73 
launch  phase,  was  on  the  program 
along  with  several  other  speakers  in¬ 
cluding  Rabbi  Marc  Tanenbaum,  di¬ 
rector  of  interreligious  affairs  for  the 
American  Jewish  Committee  and  one 
of  the  most  outspoken  critics  of  Key 
73. 

Following  the  trilogue  the  60  par¬ 
ticipating  scholars  and  theologians  is¬ 
sued  a  declaration  of  intent  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  caution  to  leaders  of  the 
North  American  Key  73  evangelism 
program  to  “avoid  offending  the  re¬ 
ligious  heritage  of  non-Christians,  and 
avoid  any  temptation  to  make  targets 
of  non-Christian  faith  groups.” 

Rabbi  Tanenbaum  said  Jews  have 
never  questioned  the  right  of  Christians 
to  proclaim  their  religious  faith.  The 
issue,  he  said,  is  the  nature  of  the 
proclamation,  especially  when  it 
singles  Jews  out  as  a  special  target 
audience. 

Mr.  Kerr  said  an  early  concern  of 
Key  73  leaders  was  that  the  movement 
had  a  dangerous  potential  of  emphasiz¬ 
ing  a  kind  of  national  folk  religion 
which  would  affirm  that  “to  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian  one  .must  be  an  American.”  If 
Key  73  should  perpetuate  that  myth 
“it  would  be  terrible,”  he  added. 

The  concern  of  Key  73,  Mr.  Kerr 
said,  is  that  there  is  a  great  block  of 
people  in  North  America  who  have 
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ing  in  our  lives  to  create  this 
burning.  He  is  the  one  who 
causes  us  to  say  wistfully,  “Sure¬ 
ly  there  is  some  meaning  to  it 
all.”  And  he  is  the  one  in  whom 
there  is  the  affirmative  answer. 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  per¬ 
haps  impossible  for  anyone,  to 
give  a  clear  and  rational  explana¬ 
tion  of  how  it  is  that  the  risen 
Lord  gives  meaning  to  our  lives. 
But  that  he  does  is  the  testimony 
of  everyone  who  has  sincerely 
sought  the  answer  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Men  have  met  the  Risen 
Christ,  have  recognized  Him, 
have  trusted  Him,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  Him.  Their  experience  is  a 
mystery,  i.e.  it  cannot  be  validat¬ 
ed  fully  by  the  ordinary  processes 
of  reason.  But  neither  can  it  be 
invalidated.  The  work  of  the  risen 
Lord  is  known  to  men.  They  us¬ 
ually  say,  “I  felt  it  or  I  heard  it 
or  I  saw  it”  —  trying  to  express 
the  inexpressible. 

Here  follows  an  illustration  I 
have  had  in  my  files  a  long  time. 
I  don’t  know  how  to  give  credit 
for  it. 

T'  he  scene  is  the  Queen’s  Hall, 
London.  A  cultured  audience  had 
gathered  to  listen  to  a  concert. 
One  of  the  items  on  the  program 


LUBBOCK,  Tex.  (UMI)  —  The 
Rev.  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  program  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Northwest  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
since  1968,  has  been  named  executive 
director  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 
of  the  eight-state  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction. 

The  election  of  Dr.  Bruce,  effective 
June  1,  was  announced  jointly  by  Bish¬ 
op  Alsie  H.  Carleton,  Albuquerque, 
N.  M.,  and  the  Rev.  Bruce  Blake, 
Wichita,  Kans.,  chairman  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries. 

Dr.  Bruce,  52,  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Virgil  D.  Morris  who  is  retiring  after 
13  years  in  the  staff  position.  Offices 
will  continue  to  be  located  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City. 

Dr.  Bruce’s  election  was  confirmed 
April  11  by  members  of  the  Council 
on  Ministries  and  ratified  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration  fol¬ 
lowing  nomination  by  a  joint  commit¬ 
tee  on  personnel  headed  by  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe  of  Dallas. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  in¬ 
cludes  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Oklahoma, 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  New  Mexico, 
Missouri,  and  Texas. 

The  Council  on  Ministries  provides 
programs  of  leadership  development, 
promotes  jurisdictional  institutions, 
coordinates  activities  of  the  annual 
conferences,  and  provides  resources 
that  are  available  at  other  levels  of  the 


not  yet  sensed  the  presence  of  God’s 
love  in  their  lives  through  any  religious 
affiliation. 
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was  a  song  by  a  young  girl.  She 
was  making  her  first  appearance 
before  the  critical  music  public 
of  London.  She  sang  —  with  per¬ 
fect  poise  —  a  song  which  she 
had  practiced  many  hours  with 
her  distinguished  tutor.  At  the 
end  of  the  song  the  applause  was 
deafening  and  extended.  Both 
tutor  and  audience  demanded  that 
she  sing  again.  She  did  —  the 
same  song. 

But  it  had  been  a  long  time 
since  the  audience  had  heard  any¬ 
thing  so  fresh  and  understand¬ 
able  and  altogether  captivating. 
It  was  imperative  that  she  should 
sing  yet  again.  She  conferred  with 
her  tutor.  She  had  arranged  to 
sing  only  this  one  song.  The  tutor 
was  not  willing  to  risk  more. 
“What  else  have  you  got?”  he 
asks.  From  her  music  case  she 
takes  out  a  song  and  says  very 
simply,  “I  should  like  to  sing  this 
to  them.”  She  goes  to  the  plat¬ 
form.  The  noise  and  tumult  and 
cheering  subside.  In  perfect  still¬ 
ness  she  begins; 

There  is  a  green  hill  far  away. 

Without  a  city  wall, 

Where  the  dear  Lord  was  cru¬ 
cified. 

Who  died  to  save  us  all. 

She  sang  it  to  Gounod’s  glor¬ 


church. 

Dr.  Bruce  attended  high  school  at 
Loraine,  Tex.;  received  his  B.A.  de¬ 
gree  and  an  honorary  D.D.  degree 
from  McMurry  College,  Abilene,  Tex.; 
and  his  B.D.  degree  from  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Metho¬ 
dist  University,  Dallas,  Tex. 

He  served  several  Texas  pastorates 
including  associate  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lubbock,  Denver 
City,  White  Deer,  Albany,  Hamlin, 
Phillips,  and  Perryton.  He  has  also 
been  supyerintendent  of  the  Childress 
and  Seymour  Districts. 

Dr.  Bruce  has  served  on  several 
annual  conference  agencies  and  has 
been  vice  chairman  of  the  Jurisdiction¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries  since  1972. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  1968,  1970, 
and  1972  General  Conferences.  He 
has  been  secret^-treasurer  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fellowship  of  Program  Direc¬ 
tors  and  is  a  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Active  in  ecumenical  affairs,  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Texas  Conference  of 
Churches, 

He  is  also  chairman  of  the  Informa¬ 
tional  Services  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council 
representing  the  annual  conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

Dr.  Bruce  and  his  wife  Gladys  have 
one  son,  Dan  D.,  who  is  an  ordained 
United.  Methodist  minister  on  the 
staff  of  The  Methodist  Home,  Waco, 
Tex.;  and  a  daughter,  Sharamine  Ruth, 
employed  at  the  Cokesbury  Bookstore 
in  Dallas. 
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ious  setting.  The  effect  was  elec¬ 
trical.  It  had  been  a  long  time 
since  many  in  the  audience  had 
heard  any  religious  message,  and 
a  very  long  time  indeed  since  they 
had  heard  the  message  of  the 
cross.  The  beautiful  voice  goes 
on: 

We  may  not  know,  we  cannot 
tell. 

What  pains  he  had  to  bear; 

But  we  believe  it  was  for  us 

He  hung  and  suffered  there. 

The  silence  becomes  almost 
tangible.  The  tension  almost  more 
than  people  can  bear,  and  still 
the  voice  goes  on: 

He  died  that  we  might  be  for¬ 
given, 

He  died  to  make  us  good. 

That  we  might  go  at  last  to 
heaven. 

Saved  by  his  precious  blood. 

There  was  no  other  good 
enough 

To  pay  the  price  of  sin. 

He  only  could  unlock  the  gate 

Of  heaven,  and  let  us  in. 

There  were  not  many  dry  eyes. 
Women  wept  openly,  unable  to 
restrain  their  tears.  Men  gripped 
the  seats  in  front  of  them,  their 


World  Methodism 
to  observe 
Pentecost  Sunday 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (UMI)— Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  all  over  the  world  arc 
being  asked  to  observe  Pentecost  Sun¬ 
day,  June  10,  1973  as  a  time  for  call¬ 
ing  all  members  to  a  dedication  to  an 
intensive  evangelistic  mission  to  the 
world. 

April  1  copies  of  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council’s  “Call  to  Mission  and 
Evangelism,”  as  found  in  the  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  Report  No.  1, 
will  be  sent  to  all  ministers  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  and  Free  Methodist  Churches  in 
the  United  States. 

The  call  is  being  translated  into 
many  languages  for  use  on  Pentecost. 
In  South  America,  leadership  is  being 
given  by  CIEMAL  (Council  of  Evan¬ 
gelical  Methodist  Churches  of  Latin 
America).  The  Home  Mission  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  British  Methodist  Church 
has  a  key  person  in  each  district  who 
is  promoting  this  observance  of  Whit 
Sunday  (Pentecost),  and  other  aspects 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  evan¬ 
gelistic  thrust. 

At  the  heart  of  this  Call  is  the  Chal¬ 
lenging  sentence:  “That  the  mission 
shall  emphasize  the  reality  of  and 
necessity  for  the  inward  personal  ex¬ 
perience  of  God  in  Christ  through  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  the  necessity  to  fash¬ 
ion  a  just  social  order  in  which  all 
people,  especially  those  who  hitherto 
have  been  deprived,  may  live  a  truly 
human  experience.” 
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A  BURNING  HEART 

knuckles  white  with  the  intensity 
of  their  grip,  their  faces  strained 
by  the  depth  of  their  emotion. 
The  singer  seems  almost  uncon¬ 
scious  of  the  audience.  She  is  sing¬ 
ing  a  song  so  precious  to  her  own 
heart  that  she  is  not  singing  to 
please  the  audience.  She  has  for¬ 
gotten  it  is  there.  She  is  bearing 
out  through  Gounod’s  music  the 
adoration  of  her  own  heart  for  the 
crucified  Lord.  So  to  those  final 
and  wonderful  notes  the  young 
voice  travels  on: 

O  dearly,  dearly  he  has  loved. 

And  we  must  love  him,  too. 

And  trust  in  his  redeeming 
blood. 

And  try  his  works  to  do. 

The  soloist  forgets  to  bow.  The 
audience  notices  no  omission. 
There  is  no  applause  —  only  a 
great  silence.  Their  hearts  were 
burning  with  the  presence  of  the 
Living  Lord. 

Can  you  sit  motionless  and  in 
perfect  silence  for  a  moment? 
Does  your  heart  burn  within  you 
this  Eastertide?  It  is  the  presence 
of  the  living  Christ  giving  you 
the  burning  desire  for  mission, 
for  meaning  —  and  offering  Him¬ 
self  as  the  answer. 

“The  Lord  is  Risen  indeed”. 
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Local  interchurch  fellowship  experiments  encouraged  as  COCU 


Plan  of  Union  undergoes  revisions  for  later  consideration 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  With 
a  strong  reaffirmation  for  eventual 
church  union,  the  delegates  from  eight 
denominations  in  the  Consultation  On 
Church  Union  (COCU)  gave  unani¬ 
mous  approval  here  April  2-6  to  a  set 
of  priorities  whereby  the  churches  can 
begin  to  live  and  work  together. 

The  delegates  found  “general  agree¬ 
ment  among  the  churches  on  matters 
of  faith,  worship,  and  the  basic  nature 
of  the  church’s  ministry”  as  outlined  in 
the  COCU  plan  of  union  released  in 
1970,  but  said  there  was  “general  un¬ 
readiness  to  accept  the  organizational 
structures  proposed  for  a  united 
church.” 

The  proposed  union  would  bring  to¬ 
gether  more  than  22  million  persons 
from  eight  denominations  into  one 
“Church  of  Christ  Uniting.” 

As  a  result  of  the  feedback  from 
local  churches  which  had  studied  the 
proposal,  the  delegates  took  steps  to 
have  revised  for  adoption  the  parts  of 
the  union  plan  about  which  there  is 
general  agreement,  and  put  off  struc¬ 
ture  decisions  until  experimentation  to¬ 
gether  can  test  common  life  from  which 
suitable  structures  might  emerge. 

United  Methodists,  along  with  the 
other  seven  denominations,  will  be 
called  on  to  affirm  their  commitmerit  to 
union,  and  COCU  as  the  vehicle  to¬ 
ward  that  end. 

The  United  Methodist  delegation 
was  one  of  the  most  representative 
present.  It  included  two  bishops;  Bish¬ 
op  Wayne  K.  Clymer  of  Minneapolis 
who  headed  the  delegation,  and  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell  of  Portland;  four  or¬ 
dained  clergy,  two  of  whom  were  wom¬ 
en  (one  being  a  youth  under  25);  and 
two  seminarians.  Two  of  the  delegates 
were  black.  There  were  also  12  asso¬ 
ciate  United  Methodist  delegates  pre¬ 
sent. 

More  than  60  percent  of  the  entire 
COCU  delegation  had  never  attended 
a  COCU  plenary  before.  Only  three  of 


the  United  Methodists  had  attended  a 
previous  plenary. 

The  delegates  outlined  several  em¬ 
phases  which  they  recommended  to  the 
member  churches  for  immediate  at¬ 
tention: 

•  Dealing  with  institutional  racism. 

•  Agreeing  on  faith,  worship,  and 
ministry. 

•  Developing  some  “generating 
communities”  which  would  be  local 
congregations  of  COCU  churches  liv¬ 
ing  and  working  together  to  the  degree 
they  feel  they  are  able. 

•  Studying  the  local  expression  of 
the  church  —  the  congregation  and  the 
parish  as  proposed  in  the  COCU  plan 
of  union. 

•  Working  out  some  form  of  “in¬ 
terim  eucharistic  fellowship,”  a  regular 
celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  by 
COCU  churches. 

Bishop  Frederick  D.  Jordan,  Holly¬ 
wood,  Calif.,  director  of  urban  minis¬ 
tries  and  ecumenical  relations  for  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
was  elected  chairman  of  COCU  for 
the  next  two  years.  He  succeeds  Dr. 
George  G.  Beazley,  Jr.  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

At  a  press  conference  following  the 
plenary.  Bishop  Jordan  said  church 
union  is  not  only  possible  but  is  the 
will  of  God.  “Eventually  there  will  be 
a  union  but  God  has  not  told  us  yet 
what  the  dates  are,”  he  declared. 

In  a  statement  of  “covenant”  the 
United  Methodist  delegates  affirmed 
church  union  as  a  priority  and  said 
they  plan  to  use  their  influence  at  all 
levels  of  the  church  to  “press  the 
claims  of  the  Consultation.” 

The  delegation  developed  several 
resolutions  for  the  Ecumenical  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  several 
other  agencies  asking  for  greater  sup¬ 
port  and  increased  funds  “for  the  ap¬ 
proved  expanded  approaches  of  the 


Consultation  for  revision  of  a  plan  and 
for  living  into  union.” 

The  COCU  delegates,  including  10 
persons  from  each  denomination, 
authorized  a  commission  to  perfect  por¬ 
tions  of  the  plan  of  union  dealing  with 
faith,  worship,  and  ministry.  The  dele¬ 
gates,  at  the  next  plenary  if  possible, 
will  be  asked  to  approve  the  revision 
which  will  then  be  submitted  to  mem¬ 
ber  churches  for  a  vote. 

Richard  Johnson,  a  United  Metho¬ 
dist  seminarian  at  Yale  University, 
made  an  amendment  asking  the  church¬ 
es  in  that  eventual  vote  to  approve 
“immediate  recognition  of  members 
and  ministry”  among  the  churches. 

United  Methodist  delegates  support¬ 
ed  the  amendment  but  it  was  defeated. 
The  issue  of  mutual  recognition  of 
members  and  ministry  is  a  sensitive 
one  because  of  constitutional  provision 
against  it  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  U.  S.  and  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Speaking  against  the  amendment, 
Episcopal  Bishop  Robert  G.  Gibson  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  said  he  was  personally 
in  favor  of  mutual  recognition  but  that 
“now  is  not  the  time.” 

The  plenary  voted  to  encourage  the 
churches  to  explore  “alternative  models 
of  church  life,”  particularly  at  the  re¬ 
gional  levels. 

It  also  authorized  a  task  force  to 
make  a  theological  and  sociological 
study  of  the  forms  of  the  church  at  the 
local  level,  and  approved  the  idea  of 
creating  several  “generating  communi¬ 
ties”  which  would  generate  church  un¬ 
ion  at  the  local  level  in  the  local  style. 
A  report  was  also  approved  which  of¬ 
fered  some  models  for  local  united 
action. 

A  Commission  on  Institutional  Rac¬ 
ism  was  approved  which  will  deal  with 
the  need  for  “compensatory  action” 
for  blacks  and  others  denied  oppor¬ 
tunities  by  churches  in  the  past,  as 
well  as  monitoring  the  activities  of 
churches  in  this  regard. 


The  plenary  also  called  on  seminar¬ 
ies  of  the  COCU  churches  to  concern 
themselves  with  the  issues  and  princi¬ 
ples  involved  in  the  proposed  union. 

Dr.  Paul  A.  Crow  Jr.,  general  secre¬ 
tary  for  COCU,  said  in  his  “state  of 
'COCU  address”,  that  many  individuals 
and  churches  are  moving  beyond  nega¬ 
tivism  about  church  union. 

Delegates  and  visitors  to  the  Mem¬ 
phis  plenary  celebrated  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  together  in  a  110-year-old  black 
Baptist  church  built  by  newly-freed 
slaves  on  historic  Beale  Street  where 
W.  C.  Handy  gave  birth  to  the  late 
blues. 

Sessions  were  adjourned  so  that  per¬ 
sons  could  participate  in  a  memorial 
march  to  the  Lorraine  Motel  where 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  was  as¬ 
sassinated  five  years  earlier. 

COCU  denominations  are:  Afriean 
Methodist  Episeopal  Chureh,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church, 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Episcopal  Church,  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  U.  S.,  United  Church  of  Christ, 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church  is 
the  only  denomination  to  withdraw 
from  the  Consultation  and  many  CO¬ 
CU  speakers  predicted  diat  the  de¬ 
nomination  will  reenter  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  following  its  next  General  Assem¬ 
bly  in  May. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
related  to  COCU  through  its  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Division  of  Ecumen¬ 
ical  and  Interreligious  Concerns  and 
funds  the  Consultation  with  $35,000 
annually.  Associate  General  Secretary, 
of  the  Division,  Dr.  Robert  W.  Huston, 
and  Assistant  General  Secretary,  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  are  both 
on  the  COCU  United  Methc^ist  dele¬ 
gation. 
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Benevolent  and  Administrative  giving  up  from  last  year 


Ministerial 

Exchange 

Opportunities 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  What  are 
called  two  “unusual  ministerial  ex¬ 
change  opportunities”  for  the  summer 
of  1973  have  been  announced  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council  office  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  The  Council  for 
many  years  has  facilitated  exchange 
of  ministers  in  various  areas  of  world 
Methodism  on  a  short  or  longer  term 
basis. 

The  Council  office  gave  these  de¬ 
scriptions  of  the  exchange  opportuni¬ 
ties  that  only  recentiy  became  avail¬ 
able; 

Seoul,  Korea:  4-6  weeks,  summer 
1973.  No  knowledge  of  Korean  lan¬ 
guage  necessary.  No  travel  assistance 
for  Korean  pastor  required.  _ 

Hobart,  Tasmania:  July  9- August 
30,  1973.  Requires  use  of  English  lan¬ 
guage  only.  Some  travel  assistance 
necessary  for  Tasmanian  pastor. 

Interested  ministers  are  invited  to 
write  or  call:  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  Car.  28745, 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMI)  —  United 
Methodists  gave  9  per  cent  more  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1973  to  the  world¬ 
wide  benevolent  and  administrative 
programs  of  their  denomination  than 
they  did  in  the  same  period  a  year 
ago,  according  to  a  report  released  here 
April  5. 

Total  giving  to  17  funds  through 
March  31  was  $7,616,219,  according 
to  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general  treasurer 
of  the  denomination,  an  increase  of 
$642,889  above  the  first  three  months 
of  1972.  Of  the  17  funds,  six  showed 
gains,  eight  decreased,  two  are  new 
in  the  report  this  year  and  one  is  a 
special  disaster  offering  which  was 
started  in  late  spring  of  1972. 

Largest  single  gain  was  in  giving  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR).  The  increase  was 
399  per  cent  for  the  month  of  March 
and  75  per  cent  for  the  quarter,  re¬ 
flecting  contributions  to  Nicaraguan 
earthquake  relief. 

The  greatest  decrease  for  the  quar¬ 
ter  was  7 1  per  cent  in  One  Great  Hour 


of  Sharing.  A  year  ago  this  offering 
was  received  earlier  in  the  year  and 
more  of  the  support  was  reflected  in 
the  March  31  report. 

While  total  giving  was  up,  there  was 
a  decrease  of  almost  9  per  cent  in  sup¬ 
port  of  World  Service,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  basic  program  fund.  Through 
March  31  of  this  year,  $2,463,969  was 
received  against  an  annual  goal  of 
$23,500,000. 

New  in  the  list  this  quadrennium  is 
the  Black  College  Fund  and  the  Hum¬ 
an  Relations  Day  offering.  Through 
March  31,  a  total  of  $431,473  had 
been  received  in  the  former  and  $226,- 
049  in  the  latter  against  annual  goals 
of  $6,000,000  and  $1,000,000,  respec¬ 
tively. 

During  the  quarter,  $22,306  was  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  1972  U.  S.  flood  disas¬ 
ter  special  offering.  More  than  $1,300,- 
000  was  received  for  this  purpose  dur¬ 
ing  1972. 

The  complete  report  on  continuing 
benevolence  funds,  compared  with  a 
year  ago,  shows: 


World  Service  —  $2,463,969,  down 
8.85  per  cent;  World  Missions  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials  —  $1,708,130,  down 
2.06  per  cent;  National  Missions  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials — $546,403,  down  3.40 
per  cent;  UMCOR — $622,198,  up  75.- 
18  per  cent;  One  Great  Hour  of  Shar¬ 
ing — $21,196,  down  71.35  per  cent; 
World  Communion  —  $40,365,  down 
.98  per  cent;  World  Service  Specials — 
$14,521,  down  26.07  per  cent;  Tem¬ 
porary  General  Aid  —  $133,419,  up 
30.61  per  cent;  Black  College  Fund — 
$431,473,  new  this  quadrennium; 
Ministerial  Education  —  $617,067,  up 
4.03  per  cent;  Human  Relations  Day 
— $226,049,  new  this  quadrennium; 
Student  Day  —  $33,010,  up  48.16 
per  cent;  Youth  Service  Fund  —  $41,- 
791,  up  44.85  per  cent. 

The  report  for  three  administrative 
funds  shows: 

Episcopal  Fund  —  $398,986,  down 
9.16  per  cent;  General  Administration 
— $192,957,  down  4.77  per  cent;  In- 
Interdenominational  Cooperation  — 
$102,371,  up  23.85  per  cent. 
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HAMMOND  KEY  73  COMMITTEE 
HAS  HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES 

Interdenominational  noonday  Holy 
Week  services  are  being  held  in  Reim- 
ers  Memorial  Auditorium  at  Ham¬ 
mond.  Messages  are  by  ministers  of 
the  First  Baptist,  Woodland  Park  Bap¬ 
tist,  Hanson  Avenue  Church  of  God, 
First  Christian  Church,  and  by  guest 
speaker  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas, 
district  superintendent  at  Natchitoches 
and  former  Hammond  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  United 
Methodist  minister,  arranged  the  series 
for  the  Key  73  Committee  of  Ham¬ 
mond. 
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TWIN  CITY  MALL  SETTING 
OF  KEY  73  PROMOTION 

The  Key  73  evangelistic  program 
“Calling  Our  Continent  to  Christ”  will 
be  featured  in  the  Twin  City  Mall  in 
Monroe,  April  16-20.  Ministers  of  the 
Twin  Cities  will  be  on  duty  in  a  desig¬ 
nated  area  from  10  a.m.  until  6  p.m. 

At  noon  each  day,  from  12:05  until 
12:25  p.m.,  there  will  be  a  service  of 
worship  led  by  various  ministers.  Dr. 
W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  is 
chairman  of  the  Twin  City  Key  73 
Committee. 
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THE  REV.  JIMMIE  D.  PYLES,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Jonesville  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  be 
preaching  during  a 
revival  at  the 
Southside  United 
Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  April  29 
through  May  2.  He 
will  preach  for  both 
morning  services 
on  Sunday  and 
then  each  evening 


at  7  p.m. 

Mr.  Pyles  was  graduated  from 
Quitman  High  School  and  Northeast 
Louisiana  State  College.  He  did  ad¬ 
ditional  study  work  at  SMU,  Dallas. 
He  has  served  churches  in  Eros, 
Shreveport,  Sibley  and  has  been  in 
Jonesville  four  years.  The  singing  will 
be  led  by  Eugene  Smith  of  West  Mon¬ 
roe.  Mr.  Smith  has  served  as  choir  di¬ 
rector  of  several  churches,  and  is  now 
serving  as  director  for  revivals  and 
special  musical  programs  in  the  area. 
He  is  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  West  Monroe.  The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 
is  minister  at  Southside. 

t 


SIMPSON  CHURCH  YOUTH  of 
Lake  Charles  plan  a  spring  retreat 
at  the  James  Robinson  Camp  an 
Big  Lake,  April  19-21.  The  Rev. 
Stone  Caraway  is  their  pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Readini:,  which  the 
Board  of  Evang:elism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  In  your  homes. 

Apr.  22 — Sunday  Mark  16:1-11 


Apr. -23 . Luke  24:13-27 

Apr.  24  . Luke  24:28-48 

Apr.  25  1  Cor.  15:12-28 

Apr.  26 . Rom.  9:1-24 

Apr.  27 . Rom.  9:25-33 

Apr.  28  . Rom.  10:1-21 


Apr.  29 — Sunday  ...John  20:11-18 


The  Revs.  William  Finnin  (top  row, 
left),  director  of  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  at  LSU  and  Ron  Ramke 
(top  row,  second  from  left),  asso¬ 
ciate  minister  at  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  shown  with  partici¬ 


pants  in  the  recent  Southern  Con¬ 
ference  on  World  Affairs.  CENTER: 
Dick  Gregory,  comedion  and  author, 
was  featured  speaker  at  the  Con¬ 


ference.  ABOVE:  Students  attend¬ 
ing  the  Conference  included  (from 
left),  Judy  Primeaux,  Northeast 
Louisiana  University-Monroe;  Dennis 
Nugent,  LSU-Baton  Rouge;  and  Mary 
Mikell,  LSU-Baton  Rouge. 


Students  attend  World  Affai rs  Conference 


by  William  M.  Finnin,  Jf. 

Campus  Minister,  LSU 

Twenty-four  persons  from  the  Baton 
Rouge  area  participated  in  the  1973 
Southern  Conference  on  World  Affairs 
at  Tougaloo  College  (Jackson,  Miss.) 
March  30-April  1. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by 
the  American  Friends  Service  Commit¬ 
tee  and  other  civic  and  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  throughout  the  South  in¬ 


PLAQUEMINE  FIRST  CHURCH 
plans  revival  services  to  begin 
Sunday  evening.  April  29,  to  con¬ 
tinue  through  May  4.  The  Rev. 
John  M.  Lee,  pastor  of  the  Marks- 
ville.  Oak  Grove  and  Simmsport 
United  Methodist  Churches,  will 
be  the  evangelist.  The  Rev. 
Robert  R.  Miller  is  the  Plaquemine 
minister. 

E.  E.  RICHARDSON  was  presented 
a  watch  by  members  of  the  Thibo- 
daux  United  Methodist  Church  in 
appreciation  of  his  25  years  of 
service  as  church  treasurer,  —  the 
only  treasurer  since  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  church  in  1948.  The 
Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  is  the  pastor 
at  Thibodaux. 

THE  RICELAND  UMY  Sub- District 
met  in  the  Welsh  United  Methodist 
Church  on  April  15  with  members 
of  the  Welsh  UMY  presenting  the 
program. 

A  GOOD  FRIDAY  worship  service 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Jonesboro  will  present  members 
of  the  Junior  High  UMY  in  a  dra¬ 
matic  presentation  of  “Were  You 
There  When  They  Crucified  My 
Lord?”  The  time  is  7  p.m.  The 
Rev.  Dan  Tohline  is  their  pastor. 

from  page  one  MISSION  MEETING 

will  be  called  on  for  more  aid.  All  of 
the  institutions  are  planning  to  in¬ 
crease  their  services,  and  will  need 
increased  aid. 

Emphasis  was  placed  on  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  relationship  of  these  in¬ 
stitutions  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  particularly,  to  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.  As  the  Conference  be¬ 
comes  more  and  more  related  finan¬ 
cially  to  these  five,  it  was  pointed  out 
that  their  relationship  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  must  be  stronger  and  more  church 
oriented. 


eluding  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Christian  Social  Concern, 
The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  and  the 
Louisiana  United  Christian  Movement. 

The  highlights  of  the  weekend  were 
a  speech  by  Dick  Gregory,  noted 
comedian  and  human  rights  activist, 
and  a  speech  by  Lewis  M.  Purnell, 
State  Department  diplomat. 

Other  activities  of  the  weekend  in¬ 
cluded  lectures,  discussions  on  Africa, 
Latin  America,  the  United  Nations, 


shifting  alignments,  resources,  debt  to 
war  victims,  Palestinians  and  popula¬ 
tion  and  environment.  Workshops  in¬ 
cluded  draft  alternatives,  war  protest, 
“Gainesville  Eight,”  citizen  action  and 
film  previews. 

Students  from  Southern  University’s 
Wesley  Foundation  and  from  LSU’s 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry  attended 
along  with  campus  ministers  Freddie 
Henderson  and  William  Finnin. 
t 


The  Crusader  Choir  of  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  will  present  an  Easter 
Cantata  Service  at  7  p.m.,  Maundy  Thursday,  April  19,  at  the  church,  lo¬ 
cated  at  101  Live  Oak  Blvd.  The  public  is  invited.  The  40-member,  all¬ 
male  choir  will  sing  compositions  by  Dr.  R.  E.  Chandler,  director.  The 
Crusaders  will  relate  the  events  of  Holy  Week  using  music  and  pictorial 
projections.  A  string  ensemble  led  by  Dr.  George  Brown  will  accompany 
the  choir.  The  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway  is  pastor  of  Asbury  Church. 


“THE  FAITH  WE  PROCLAIM”  was 
the  subject  of  the  four  nights  study 
conducted  by  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  Cen¬ 
tenary  Bible  professor,  in  St.  Paul  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  at  Monroe,  April 
15-18. 
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$15,000-$30,000  YEAR  PROFIT  POTEN¬ 
TIAL  Send  $2.00  for  book,  “Raising 
Rabbits  for  Us."  Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  back. 

RABBIT  RANCHERS  OF  AMERICA 
Box  118- LM  Braman,  Oklahoma  74632 


EARN  UP  TO  $750  PER  MONTH 
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The  weekend  Mission  at 
St.  Paul’s  was  attended 
by  40  lay  witnesses  from 
Texas  and  Louisiana. 
A  Texas  witness,  Dan 
Ostott,  Fort  Worth,  is 
shown  with  Pastor  Sto¬ 
vall  during  concluding 
service. 


Coordinators  for  the  recent  Lay  Witness  Mission  at  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  were  John  Tubb 
(center),  Pineville,  and  Roy 'Windsor  (right),  local  coordina¬ 
tor.  The  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  (left)  is  pastor. 


0.  W.  Marrs  (right).  Lay 
Leader  of  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict,  was  guest  speaker  at 
recent  Lenten  Prayer  Break¬ 
fast  at  Live  Oak  United 
Methodist  Church,  Watson. 
Shown  with  Mr.  Marrs  is 
Arthur  M.  Meinke,  lay  leader. 
The  Rev.  Albert  A.  Collins 
is  pastor. 


Mrs.  Donnell  Bagley,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Work  Area  on 
Missions  at  Vivian  United 
Methodist  Church  spoke 
for  the  recent  Sunday  ob¬ 
servance  of  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing.  Art  students  at 
North  Caddo  High  School 
constructed  the  map  which 
Mrs.  Bagley  used  to  illus¬ 
trate  her  challenge  to  the 
congregation.  The  Rev. 
William  J.  Reid  is  pastor. 


Dr.  Wayne  E.  Oates  (left)  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  recently 
led  a  crises  counseling  conference  at  the  Louisiana 
Baptist  Children’s  Home  in  Monroe.  Dr.  Oates  has. 
been  professor  of  psychology  of  religion  and  pastoral 
care  at  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  since 
1948  and  is  the  author  of  20  books.  Enjoying  a  coffee 
break  with  Dr.  Oates  are  the  Rev.  Robert  Peyton  (cen¬ 
ter),  pastor  of  First  Church,  West  Monroe,  and  Dr.  W. 
D.  Boddie  (right),  pastor  of  First  Church,  Monroe. 
Ministers  and  lay  persons  from  several  denominations 
attended  the  counseling  sessions. 


One  Way  Singers  of 
Jonesville  as  they  pre¬ 
pare  to  leave  El  Dorado, 
Ark.  Holiday  Inn  on  a 
recent  tour  through 
Northern  Arkansas,  ac¬ 
companied  by  their  direc¬ 
tor,  Mrs.  Li  I  Thomae, 
The  Singers  are  spon¬ 
sored  by  First  Church, 
Jonesville.  The  Rev. 
Jimmie  D.  Pyles  is  the 
pastor. 


Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy  (right), 
clarifies  a  point  with  the 
the  Rev.  Ed  Pickens, 
poster  of  First  Church, 
Mansfield,  during  a  study 
of  Romans  held  recently 
at  that  church. 


Mukish  Patel  describes  cus¬ 
toms-  of  his  native  India  to 
youth  of  First  Church,  Mans¬ 
field.  Patel,  a  former  Centen¬ 
ary  College  student,  lives  in 
Shreveport.  The  Rev.  Ed 
Pickens  is  pastor  at  Mansfield 
First  Church. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Peterson 
and  their  children,  Renee  and  Rick, 
shown  with  a  “gift  of  love’’  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  congregation  of  Guey- 
don  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
money  is  to  help  with  Pastor  Peter¬ 
son’s  hospital  expenses. 
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Present  for  signing  of  sole  documents  for  site  on  which  the 
new  Wesley  Foundation  building  will  be  erected  at  Southern 
University  in  Baton  Rouge  (left  to  right,  seated)  Dr.  Rogers 
Newman,  head  of  Mathematics  Department  and  chairman  of 
Wesley  Foundation  Board  of  Directors;  Dean  and  Mrs.  Ulysses 
Jones  from  whom  the  property  was  purchased;  (standing)  Attor¬ 
ney  Shelby  McKenzie,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge  layman,  who 
prepared  legal  documents  for  the  transaction,  and  Mrs.  Inez 
Chrisentery,  secretary-treasurer  of  Wesley  Foundation  Board. 
Funds  for  purchase  of  the  property  came  from  former  Conference 
B.  The  way  is  now  clear  to  begin  planning  for  construction  of 
the  building,  for  which  the  Louisiana  Conference  is  raising 
$100,000. 
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TOGO  Club’  Calls  made  for  1973-74 


The  Appropriations  Committee  of 
the  Conference  1000  Club,  meeting  at 
the  Ramada  Inn  in  Alexandria,  April 
7,  prior  to  the  regular  Conference 
Board  of  the  Laity  Meeting,  has  se¬ 
lected  those  churches  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  who  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  Club’s  By-laws  most  closely,  and 
assigned  them  in  three  “Calls”  for  the 
next  Conference  Year. 

Herbert  C.  Moffett,  1000  Club 
Chairman,  officiated  at  the  Committee 
meeting.  Applications  from  seven 
churches  in  the  Conference  were  con¬ 
sidered.  Districts  involved  were  the 
Lafayette  District,  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict,  New  Orleans,  Alexandria,  and 
Natchitoches  Districts. 

The  three  Calls  designated  were  for 
these  churches: 

Call  Number  1  —  September-Octo- 


ber-November  1973)  .  To  two  church¬ 
es:  James  Chapel  southeast  of  Mans¬ 
field,  and  Prospect  Church  in  Florien. 
The  Call  to  be  divided  equally  between 
them  .  (Natchitoches  District). 

CaU  Number  2  —  (December- Janu- 
ary-February  1974)  Melville  United 
Methodist  Oiurch  in  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict. 

Call  Number  3  —  (March-April- 
May  1974)  Asbury  Church  in  Wilson, 
La.,  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District. 

These  churches  were  selected  as 
most  closely  adhering  to  the  rules  of 
the  1000  Club,  in  a  transitional  situa¬ 
tion. 

Each  “CaU”  is  for  $10,000,  which 
goes  to  help  the  church  in  question  to 
build  a  sanctuary.  The  money  raised 
three  times  a  year  by  notifying  those 
persons  who  have  signed  up  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  1000  Club,  to  give  $10 


The  1000  Club  is  in  trouble. 

No,  not  in  raising  money;  the  three 
Calls  each  Conference  year  produce 
$30,000  by  District  quota,  and  every 
District  has  extra  money  above  and  be¬ 
yond  their  asking  to  put  in  their  Dis¬ 
trict  Mission  Fund  for  church  exten¬ 
sion  work. 

So  there  remains  plenty  of  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  this  continuingly  successful 
program  to  help  new  churches.  But 
there  is  the  thorny  part. 

NEW  churches.  WHERE  are  the 
NEW  churches?  According  to  1000 
Club  records,  the  last  NEW  church 
organized  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
was  in  1967,  6  years  ago.  And  that 
was.  only  one  of  three  Calls  that  year. 
And  many,  many  people,  pastors  and 
congregation  members  are  concerned. 

“The  purpose  of  the  ONE  THOU¬ 
SAND  CLUB  is  to  help  new  congrega¬ 
tions  or  transitional  churches  needing 
financial  assistance.”  That  phrase 
about  “transitional  churches”  was 
added  by  the  Policy  Committee  in  re¬ 
cent  years  to  take  care  of  the  current 
situation,  since  there  have  been  no 
new  churches  built  in  six  years. 

Now,  the  population  of  Louisiana 
is  certainly  growing.  It  takes  just  one 
ride  through  the  bustling  countryside 
of  this  lovely  state  to  see  that.  People 
by  the  thousands  are  moving  into 
every  community,  which  in  turn  be¬ 
comes  a  town,  or  a  city.  Where  are  the 
new  United  Methodist  churches? 

Everybody  is  much  concerned  over 
falling  attendance  at  Sunday  schools, 
members  drifting  away  from  the  local 
churches,  young  people  not  attending, 
etc.  The  list  goes  on. 

Don’t  mention  the  falling  member¬ 
ship,  even  though  it’s  real  easy  to  look 
it  up  in  the  Coherence  Journal.  Some 
say  the  United  Methodist  church  has 
concentrated  on  being  too  honest,  in 
cleaning  up  their  membership  rolls. 
Some  churches  over  the  past  few  years 
have  really  cut  their  lists  to  the  tone, 
to  take  people’s  names  off  the  lists. 

Why?  Because  United  Methodist 
churches,  being  in  a  connectional  sit¬ 
uation,  are  each  assessed  Conference 
and  District  askings  (funds  to  carry 
on  the  outreach  of  the  church)  per 
member.  And  if  a  church  has  names 
that  don’t  produce  time,  talent,  money 


to  each  call.  Each  District  has  a  quota 
to  raise. 
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and  presence  at  church  gatherings,  it 
causes  sticky  problems,  sometimes. 

And  this  attitude  has  far-reaching 
results.  Like  panic. 

We  look  down  the  street  at  all  the 
new  churches  being  built  by  OTHER 
denominations.  Why  aren’t  we  building 
any  new  churches?  Those  other  people 
are.  And  news  stories  in  national  pub¬ 
lications  are  coming  out  with  statistics 
showing  that  the  United  Methodist 
church  is  fading  away,  to  put  it  mildly. 

NOT  SO. 

Among  all  those  thousands  of  new 
people  being  bom  and  moving  into 
Louisiana  communities  there  are 
bound  to  be  many  of  United  Metho¬ 
dist  background.  And  more  important, 
there  are  plenty  of  “fields  ripe  for  the 
harvest,  but  few  workers,”  evidently. 
There  are  plenty  of  people  anxious  and 
willing  to  hear  the  Good  News  of  our 
Lord,  but  we  need  to  get  moving. 

This  is  the  year  of  KEY  73.  Dr.  N. 
M.  Guptill,  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  Connecticut  calls  KEY 
73  “This  year’s  hot  potato.”  He  says 
the  main  line  churches,  which  include 
the  United  Methodists,  are  scared  to 
death  of  it.  He  says  we  (the  main  line 
Protestant  churches)  have  debated 
what  evangelism  is,  so  long  that  we 
are  not  sure  what  it  is  anymore.  Listen 
to  what  he  says: 

“I  submit  that  the  problem  of  evan¬ 
gelism  is  just  like  that  of  stewardship. 
Of  course,  getting  people  to  give  mon¬ 
ey  to  the  Church  is  less  than  Christian 
if  there  is  no  stewardship  involved.  But 
we  do  it,  and  the  stewardship  is  picked 
up  along  the  way.  So  it  ought  to  be 
with  evangelism. 

“Just  adding  people  to  the  roll”  may 
not  be  evangelism,  but  I  don’t  know 
any  of  our  churches  who  can  be  ac¬ 
cused  of  this  sin.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  equally  sinful  to  turn  our  backs  on 
the  people  of  our  communities  who  do 
not  belong  to  the  Church  and  think  we 
have  done  all  we  need  do  for  them 
when  we  have  opened  the  door  of  the 
meetinghouse  and  rung  the  bell.” 

“Stewardship  is  raising  money. 
Evangel^mi  is  getting  new  members 
for  the  church.”  Maybe  we  ought  to 
run  that  by  again.  Evangelism  is  get¬ 
ting  new  members  for  the  church.” 
Some  people  might  say  that  is  over¬ 
simplification,  that  it’s  a  lot  of  other 
things,  too.  Maybe  so,  but  isn’t  it 
time,  that  we  sort  of  took  that  as  a 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


Participants  in  recent  Conference  Structure  Study 
Committee  at  Holiday  Inn  in  Baton  Rouge  (left  to 
right)  Mrs.  Charles  McGowan,  Tom  Matheny,  and 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  chairman. 


(From  left)  Structure  Study  Committee  members 
Jes  Montgomery,  Dr.  Robert  Harrington,  the  Rev. 
Don  Avery,  and  the  Rev.  Harvey  Williamson. 
(Also  attending,  but  not  shown  were  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke  and  Allen  Brown). 


Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes  is  shown  with  his  parents  at 
Structure  Study  Committee  meeting  —  Dr.  Haynes, 
Sr.  (at  left)  and  Mrs.  Haynes. 


Planners  for  recent  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  held  at 
First  Church,  Natchi¬ 
toches.  (Left  to  right) 
the  Revs.  James  Jones, 
Wesley  Foundation  di¬ 
rector;  Li  I  lard  Beville, 
College  Avenue  pastor; 
Henry  Blount,  Jr.,  host 
pastor,  and  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Ed  Thomas. 


Assisting  Cecil  Ramey 
Jr.  of  Shreveport,  speaker 
for  the  Key  73  emphasis 
during  the  Natchitoches 
District  Conference  were 
these  youth  from  Cou- 
shatta  who  made  banners 
and  formed  a  proces¬ 
sional.  The  Rev.  Dan 
Tohline,  Jonesboro  pas¬ 
tor,  is  shown  with  them. 


Taking  part  in  the  Natch¬ 
itoches  District  Confer¬ 
ence  program  were  (left 
to  right)  Superintendent 
Ed  Thomas,  the  Rev.  J. 
C.  Sk  inner,  district  di¬ 
rector  of  Evangelism; 
Mrs.  Edgar  Smith,  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  wife;  Ray  Holt,  re¬ 
turned  missionary,  and 
the  host  pastor.  Most  of 
the  65  churches  were 
represented. 


Lafayette  ‘We  Care’ 

Following  a  successful  “Clergy  Wit¬ 
ness  Mission”  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Springhill  earlier 
this  year,  125  ministers  have  been  in¬ 
vited  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
Evangelism  to  take  part  in  a  “We 
Care”  mission  to  the  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  Lafayette.  The  program  is 
set  to  take  place  beginning  Sunday 
evening,  Sept.  30  through  Oct.  2  this 
year. 

The  Revs.  Carey  Martin  and  Joe 
McClain,  conference  secretary  of 
Evangelism  and  Board  chairman,  re¬ 
spectively,  working  closely  with  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell,  Lafayette 
District  superintendent,  are  coordinat¬ 
ing  the  event.  Host  pastors  are:  the 
Rev.  Jerry  A.  Means,  of  First  Church, 
Lafayette;  the  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway, 
of  Asbury  Church;  the  Rev.  Robert  S. 
Taylor  of  Mallalieu;  the  Rev.  James 
W.  Putnam  of  Davidson  Memorial; 


A  scene  from  Hammond  District 
Lay  Retreat.  (From  left)  Nick 
Saladino,  district  lay  leader;  the 
Rev.  George  Ross  was  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  on  Friday  evening. 
On  Saturday  morning  a  sharing 
'1 .  .  session  was  held. 


mission  planned 

and  the  Rev.  Les  P.  Thompson  of 
Ivanhoe. 

The  125  invited  ministers  will  come 
at  their  own  expense  to  make  personal 
contacts  with  every  United  Methodist 
family  in  the  Lafayette  area.  Each  will 
have  responsibility  for  approximately 
15  families  to  which  they  will  minister 
through  personal  visitation,  dialogue 
sessions,  witnessing  and  worship. 

The  “We  Care”  program  originated 
with  the  General  Board  of  Evangelism, 
now  part  of  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  It  is  simi¬ 
lar  in  pattern  to  a  Lay  Witness  Mission 
except  that  church  pastors  are  used 
instead  of  lay  witnesses. 

Eighteen  ministers  worked  in  the 
Springhill  area  with  the  church  there 
at  the  “We  Care”  event  earlier  this 
year. 
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Nearest  camera  at  April  13-14 
Hammond  District  Lay  Retreat, 
District  Superintendent  William 
Fraser.  Others  (left  to  right)  the 
Rev.  Rank  Stage,  and  Laymen 
Bickham  and  Wilks.  Camp  Is- 
trouma  near  Baton  Rouge  was  the 
site  for  the  weekend  retreat. 
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basic  goal,  and  in  doing  that,  pick  up 
the  rest  of  evangelism  along  the  way? 

It  is  time  that  we  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  stopped  trying  to  hide  the 
fact  of  statistics;  stopped  trying  to  cut 
names  off  the  church  rolls  to  save 
money  for  the  church.  Saving  the 
money  that  church  members  gives  to 
the  church  for  the  church’s  program  is 
not  good  stewardship,  or  any  kind  of 
stewardship,  in  my  opinion.  Steward¬ 
ship  and  evangelism  are  strongly 
linked  together.  They  go  together. 

Think  of  the  money  one  could  save 
by  closing  the  church  doors.  Drastic, 
but  a  definite  answer.  But  there  is  a 
much,  much  better  answer. 

The  1000  Club  was  organized  by 
enthusiastic  lay  members  of  our 
Louisiana  Conference  back  in  1952. 
It’s  aim  then  was  to  get  church  mem¬ 
bers  to  help  other  church  members 
get  their  churches  going.  Stewardship 
and  evangelism.  Get  the  members,  get 
the  money,  get  the  members,  get  the 
churches. 

This  is  the  year  of  KEY  73.  The 
year  is  almost  half  over.  That  doesn’t 
matter.  The  work  of  the  Christian 
church  is  never  tied  to  a  year  or  a 
month  or  a  day.  It  is  everyday,  all  the 
time.  And  “today  is  the  day  of  sal¬ 
vation;  now  is  the  time!” 


SECOND  KEY  73  TV 
SPECIAL,  Saturday, 

April  28,  6  p.m. 

The  Second  Key  73  TV  Special, 
“Come  Together”  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  from  El  Dorado,  Ark.  on 
KTVE,  Channel  10,  Saturday, 
April  28  at  6  p.m.  The  hour-long 
musical  experience  in  Christian 
love,  by  Jimmy  and  Carol  Owens, 
features  Pat  Boone  and  his  fam¬ 
ily,  an  orchestra,  stage  choir  of 
nearly  100  youth  and  a  back¬ 
ground  choir  of  2000  youth  pre¬ 
senting  the  gospel  in  song  and 
demonstrating  the  fellowship  of 
Christian  unity.  (Other  showings 
in  this  areawill  be  publicized  as 
information  becomes  available  to 
us.) 


It  is  time  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  to  start  building  new  churches. 
Do  we  need  a  goal?  How  about  this: 
the  three  churches  to  be  aided  by  the 
1000  Club  are  set  for  the  1973-1974 
Conference  year. 

Let’s  set  this  new  goal  now:  That 
there  will  be  at  least  one  application 
for  a  new  congregation,  a  new  church 
to  be  built  in  the  1974-1975  Confer¬ 
ence  Year. 

How  about  it? 
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Methodist  Heritage  Celebration 
at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  June  25-28 


A  celebration  of  fifty  years  of  Lead¬ 
ership  Training  will  be  held  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah  Assembly,  June  25-28.  The 
first  Leadership  Training  programs 
were  held  in  the  summer  of  1923,  be¬ 
ginning  on  June  21.  Twelve  thousand 
people  visited  The  Assembly  that  first 
summer. 

The  theme  for  the  program,  June 
25-28,  is  “Methodist  Heritage  Cele¬ 
bration.”  The  highlight  of  this  program 
will  be  the  Willson  Lectures,  which 
will  be  delivered  by  Bishop  Robert  E. 
Goodrich  of  the  Missouri  Area.  This 
lectureship  was  endowed  by  the  late 
J.  M.  Willson,  and  Mrs.  Willson  of 
Floydada,  Texas. 

In  addition  to  the  lectureship,  there 
will  be  a  Bible  Study  led  by  Dr.  Fran¬ 
cis  Christie,  academic  dean  of  Hendrix 
College,  three  workshops  on  Evange¬ 
lism  led  by  Dr.  Roberto  Escamilla, 
Dr.  George  E.  Morris,  and  the  Rev. 
James  D.  Bass  from  the  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 

Other  phases  of  the  program  include 
a  performance  by  “The  Cheerful  Giv¬ 
ers”,  a  youth  choir  from  First  United 


CLINICAL  PASTORAL 
EDUCATION  SEMINAR 

The  Rev.  Herman  Cook,  Chaplain 
Supervisor  of  Dallas  County  (Texas) 
Hospital  District  and  United  Methodist 
minister,  will  conduct  a  seminar  on 
Clinical  Pastoral  Education  at  the  May 
4,  1  p.m.  minister’s  meeting  at  Con¬ 
federate  Memorial  Medical  Center, 
Shreveport.  All  ministers  are  invited 
to  attend. 


Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  La.  A 
choir  from  Ozarks  Manor  Retirement 
Village  will  also  perform  during  this 
time  of  the  celebration. 

The  Tuesday  afternoon  program 
promises  to  be  of  interest  to  those  who 
have  been  attending  events  at  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  Assembly.  Bishop  Paul  V.  Gal¬ 
loway  will  be  in  charge  of  The  Birth¬ 
day  Celebration.  The  Rev.  Jack  Mont¬ 
gomery  of  Mexico,  Mo.  will  give  the 
history  of  the  assembly.  Others  who 
have  indicated  that  they  will  be  present 
are  Dr.  James  W.  Workman,  the  only 
living  former  Superintendent  of  the  as¬ 
sembly,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Womeldorf, 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Virgil  D.  Morris. 

The  College  of  Bishops  of  The  Juris¬ 
diction  will  be  meeting  at  The  Assem¬ 
bly  during  this  week. 

The  Rev.  Herman  A.  Lehwald,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Stephen  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  is  chair¬ 
man  of  The  Planning  Committee  for 
The  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Celebration, 
t 

Population  Problems 
Director  Named 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  (UMI)  — 
Mrs.  Thomas  N.  Blockwick  has  been 
elected  director  of  the  Department  of 
Population  Problems  for  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety. 

An  employee  of  the  board  for  the 
past  four  years,  Mrs.  Blockwick  was 
acting  director  during  the  past  year, 
while  the  Rev.  Rodney  Shaw  was  on 
sabbatical.  The  new  director  said  the 
department  this  year  will  emphasize 
awareness  of  plans  for  UN  World 
Population  Year  in  1974. 
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Campus  ministers  ‘have  to  get 


(The  Rev.  James  W.  Jones,  director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Northwestern  Lou¬ 
isiana  University  at  Natchitoches  recently 
made  the  following  presentation  during  a 
session  of  the 
Board  of  the  Laity, 
involvement  which 
rectors  must  have 
among  students.) 


into  the  water  with 


A  s  you  probably  know,  Wesley 
Foundations  are  one  of  our  insti¬ 
tutions  that  have  a  real  struggle. 
I  think  that  a  lot  of  our  difficulty 
has  been  the  fact  that  we  don’t 
communicate  very  well  our  min¬ 
istry  with  youth.  And  part  of  the 
reason  for  that  is  not  because 
what  we  do  on  College  campuses 
is  not  completely  above  board 
but  we  find  it  is  very  difficult  to 
articulate,  exactly  what  we  are 
doing.  I  don’t  believe  it  should 
be,  because  qualitatively,  we  do 
exactly  the  same  thing  that  the 
local  church  does.  We  try  to 
make  the  students  on  the  campus, 
just  as  you  do  in  your  local 
church,  aware  of  the  redeeming 
love  of  God. 

So  as  far  as  the  purpose  for 
our  existence  is  concerned,  I 
would  be  very  confused  if  it 
weren’t  completely  in  line  with 
what  other  pastors  do  and  other 
laymen  do  who  are  witnessing  for 
Christ.  For  what  happens  is — and 
this  is  where  the  communications 
rub  comes  in  —  because  of  the 
strange  situation  of  life  on  the 
college  campus  the  way  we  go 
about  doing  this  is  kind  of  cut 
out  for  us.  And  so  our  ministry 
doesn’t  necessarily  resemble  the 
kinds  of  things  you  do  in  a  local 
church. 

I  guess,  since  there  are  prob¬ 
ably  a  bunch  of  fishermen 
here,  the  difference  between  be¬ 
ing  a  Wesley  Foundation  director 
minister  and  being  a  local  church 
pastor  is  that  the  local  church 
pastor  is  much  like  an  orthodox 
fisherman  who  stands  on  the 
bank  or  in  the  boat  and  he  casts 
for  the  fish.  But,  in  the  case  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  director 
we  have  to  strip  down  to  our 
bathing  suits  and  get  in  the  water 
with  the  fish.  We  are  immersed 
in  the  life  of  the  people  we  try 
to  minister  to  in  a  strange  and 
inescapable  way.  So  the  Wesley 
Foundation  is  supposed  to  be  on 
the  campus  and  involved  in  that 
way. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a 
change  in  student  mentality  in 
the  last  couple  of  years.  I  can 
remember  when  I  first  became  a 
director  three  years  ago,  students 
were  hostile  towards  religion. 
And  the  best  way  to  demonstrate 
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this  graphically  is  the  college  is 
very  friendly  towards  the  relig¬ 
ious  group  directors,  and  they  al¬ 
low  us  a  place  in  the  registration 
line  to  pick  up  the  religious  pre¬ 
ference  cards  of  the  students. 
About  three  years  ago,  a  signifi¬ 
cant  number  of  students  refused 
to  fill  out  such  cards.  And  many 
of  the  students  who  did  fill  out 
the  cards  put  some  very  glib  and 
not  too  useful  remarks  on  the 
cards  so  that  they  remained 
anonymous  even  though  they 
turned  the  cards  in.  But  this  last 
semester,  last  two  semesters,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  was  at  my 
place  in  the  line  and  all  the  stu¬ 
dents  filled  in  religious  preference 
cards.  Of  course,  there  were  a 
few  that  were  not  legitimate,  but 
the  change  is  very  marked. 

I  have  recently  discussed  this 
with  my  Wesley  Foundation  di- 
reetor  colleagues  and  there  has 
been  a  real  tendency  on  the  part 
of  students  to  look  not  only  to 
religion,  to  the  movements  out¬ 
side  the  church,  but  there  has 
been  a  real  change  in  their  atti¬ 
tude  towards  the  institutional 
church  itself.  You  might  want  to 
say  that  students  are  more  relig¬ 
iously  conservative;  well,  that 
might  be  an  economical  way  of 
putting  it. 

It  is  very  important  in  the 
ministry  since  we  have  institu¬ 
tional  norms  and  standards,  to 
demonstrate  some  kind  of  suc¬ 
cess,  in  one’s  work.  It’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  be  able  to  say  money, 
and  time  and  education  and  tal¬ 
ent  is  invested  in  the  ministry  and 
to  demonstrate  how  this  ministry 
bears  fruit.  It  is  kind  of  hard  to 
demonstrate  the  fruits  of  a  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  immediately  on 
demand.  I  guess  that’s  why  we 
get  defensive  because  people  can 


get  to  the  heart  of  the  matter  for 
them  very  quickly  by  saying 
“How  many  people  do  wou  have 
at  your  Wesley  Foundation?” 
“How  many  active  students  do 
you  have?” 

“That’s  hard  for  us  to  answer 
because  so  much  of  the  time  we 
have  to  say  that  we  are  the 
church  on  the  campus,  and  we 
are  present  and  we  deal  with 
those  persons  who  demonstrate 
a’  need  to  us  but  many  times 
there  are  not  very  many  actually, 
physically,  that  we  minister  to. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  incred¬ 
ible  kinds  of  crises  that  arise 
that  students  get  involved  in, 
sometimes,  make  the  work  tre¬ 
mendously  worthwhile.  Other 
long-term  results  come  from 
things  like  these.  One,  many  of 
the  ministers  in  our  Louisiana 
Conference  are  ministers  because 
they  came  under  the  influence  of 
a  Wesley  Foundation  on  their 
college  campus  while  under¬ 
graduates.  Now,  I’m  not  going  to 
be  so  egotistical  as  to  say  that 
some  people  came  to  be  ministers 
because  of  this  or  that  Wesley 
Foundation,  but  I  think  what  we 
do  is  to  give  an  opportunity  to 
young  men  interested  in  the  min¬ 
istry  to  try  their  wings,  at  a  time 
when  they  can  have  some  good 
and  meaningful  experiences. 

I  am  the  product  of  a  Wesley 
Foundation,  in  that  I  came  to 
college  already  knowing  that  I 
had  accepted  the  call  to  become 
a  minister,  but  I  had  to  have 
some  good  experiences  along  the 
way  or  I  wouldn’t  have  stayed 
with  it.  And  so,  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tions  have  enabled  some  men  to 
fulfill  their  calling  for  the  minis¬ 
try.  And  I  think  this  is  a  signifi¬ 
cant  service  that  we  render  to  the 
church.  And  there  is  another 


Louisiana  Conference 
It  concerns  the  deep 
Wesley  Foundation  di¬ 
in  campus  life  and 

thing  that  we  do,  which  could  be 
called  idealistic. 

Because  of  the  way  we  have 
to  minister  to  the  students  on 
campus,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  circumstances  are  so  dif¬ 
ferent  from  those  in  the  local 
church,  I  like  to  think  that,  in  a 
sense,  we  are  pioneers  for  a  new 
model  for  the  church.  For  we 
are  forced  to  do  this  because  of 
the  situation.  And  we  hope  that 
some  of  the  things  we  discover  in 
trying  to  minister  to  people  will 
be  things  that  will  be  useful  for 
the  church  of  the  future. 

We  are,  in  a  sense,  a  kind  of 
Christian  laboratory.  This  de¬ 
mands  some  forbearance  on  your 
part,  because  many  of  the  things 
we  do  are  difficult  to  explain,  but 
they  are  all  undergirded  by  the 
fact  that  we  see  ourselves  at  one 
with  you  and  the  local  church. 
We  are  trying  to  m'ake  people 
aware  of  the  redeeming  love  of 
God  and  that  is  a  difficult  thing 
to  do  in  the  situation  we  are  in. 
Once  again,  like  getting  in  the 
water  with  the  fish,  it  would  be 
great  if  they  were  all  bass,  but 
once  in  a  while  there  seem  to  be 
a  few  catfish  with  spines  on  their 
sides  and  top. 

We  Wesley  Foundation  direc¬ 
tors  strive  to  be  involved  in  the 
whole  campus  life  of  the  stu¬ 
dents,  not  just  in  the  buildings 
we  have.  We  work  with  commit¬ 
tees  in  all  phases  of  campus  life, 
and  urge  our  students  to  become 
involved  in  campus  leadership.  I 
also  am  involved  in  the  life  of  the 
District,  serving  as  standby  min¬ 
ister  at  some  of  the  churches  in 
the  area.  This  is  possible  since 
our  services  on  the  campus  come 
at  other  times  than  just  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning. 

t 


Editor  and  Business  Manager:  ALFRED  A.  KNOX 
Associate  Editor:  DORIS  WOOLARD 
Woman^s  Editor:  IMOGENE  KNOX 
Poetry  Editor:  BARBARA  L.  MULKEY 
Editorial  Assistant:  KAREN  COMPTON 
Office  Secretary:  KATHLEEN  STOREY 
CECIL  BLAND,  J.  WOODROW  HEARN, 
HOWARD  MILO,  DON  COTTRILL,  ALF  A.  EASON,  JOE  E.  ARNOLD 
HAROLD  EGGENSPERGER,  ARVILL  C.  BRANNON, 

Editorial  and  business  offices:  United  Methodist  Headquarters  Bldg.,  715  Center  Street 
Uttfe^Rock,  Ark.  ADDRESS  ALL  CORRESPONDENCE  to  Box  3547,  Little  Rock,  Ark.’ 
72203.  Articles  other  than  editorials  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinion  of  the  editor. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE  — $3.00  per  year 

Publish^  eveiy  Thureday  ^efrt  weeks  of  July  4  and  Dec.  25  at  United  Methodist 
Hdqrs.  Bldg.,  Little  Rock*  Ark.  Second  Class  postage  paid  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.  When 
asking  for,  change  of  address  please  include  key  number,  new  and  old  address  and 
pastor  s  name* 

_  ^  POSTMASTER^  MAIL  FORM  3579  to  Box  3547*  little  Rock  AjIc  72^3 

MEMBER.*  Unfttd  A^thodi&t  Press  Association^  nows  sources  tncludino  Mjtih 

ADVEKTiSMG  kATE$  o*  nxitMst.  natitmtity  by  i«eob'$  tW,  lae.,  Cllntim,  S,  C 


APRIL  26,  1973 


PAGE  THREE 


[ 


views 


OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


An  ecumenical  worship  service  featuring  expositions 
on  the  Seven  Last  Words  of  Christ  was  held  on  Good 
Friday  at  Greenwood  Baptist  Church  of  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.  The  three-hour  service,  sponsored  by  the  Park 
Slope  Clergy  Assn.,  included  preaching  by  Roman 
Catholic,  Baptist,  United  Methodist  and  Reformed 
clergy.  Persons  attending  were  asked  to  donate  blood 
to  The  Methodist  Hospital  in  Brooklyn,  as  a  sacri¬ 
ficial  gift,  on  behalf  of  the  clergy  association. 

"It  is  time  to  stop  merely  analyzhig  and  dis¬ 
cussing  the  family  crisis.  It  is  time  for  the  fam- 
Oy  to  be  defended  in  real  terms  by  all  citizens,” 
t^  freshman  Congressman  frwn  Arizona  said 
in  Globe.  Rep.  John  B.  Conlan  remarked  that 
"Parents  must  mentally  cut  through  what  may 
appear  to  be  a  gener^  tide  of  opposition  to 
t^ir  family’s  survival  —  the  distractions  of 
television,  the  fidgetyness  a  society  that 
would  keq[>  everyone  stirring  up  and  dashing 
off  from  place  to  place.”  Mr.  Conlan  praised 
women  who  "affirm  their  right  to  spend  full 
time  at  the  role  of  mother  and  wife,”  and  fatit- 
ers  who  "devote  time  to  family  projects  and  are 
vrilling  to  risk  stepping  off  the  promotion  tread¬ 
mill  to  remain  in  communities  their  families 
enjoy  and  whch  have  preserved  a  healthy  en¬ 
vironment  fm*  family  living.” 

Geoffrey  Corry,  field  officer  of  the  British  Council 
of  Churches  Youth  Department,  reported  to  the 
Spring  session  of  BCC  at  which  Archbishop  Michael 
Ramsey  of  Canterbury  presided,  that  the  “Jesus 
People”  have  the  experience  of  Jesus  and  the 
Churches  have  the  tradition  of  Christianity  and  both 
need  each  other.  Mr.  Corry,  who  spent  six  months 
studying  the  Jesus  Movement,  said:  “If  many  of  the 
older  generation  are  experiencing  a  “crisis  of  faith,” 
their  state  of  uncertainty  is  in  stark  contrast  to  those 
of  the  younger  generation  in  these  islands  who  ^e 
caught  up  in  a  compulsive  personal  ‘search  for  liv¬ 
ing  faith.’”  “The  most  striking  example  has  been 
the  Jesus  People  from  America  and  the  numerous 
other  Jesus  groups  in  Britain  who  have  shown  a 
tremendous  vitality  and  commitment  in  openly  ex¬ 
pressing  their  Christian  faith,”  Corry  said. 

Speaking  at  Methodist  Centenary  Church  in 
Dublin,  Ireland,  Norman  J.  Gibson,  professor 
of  economics  at  the  New  University  of  Ulster, 
urged  Protestants  there  to  “come  to  terns  with 
the  fact  that  they  are  native-born  Irishmen.” 
and  as  such  must  join  in  the  building  of  a  great¬ 
er  Ireland  free  of  religious  tensions.  A  major 
emphasis  of  his  address  was  the  need  for  both 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  Churches  in 
the  North  to  residve  deej^seated  divisions  and 
become  “mutually  accepting  and  supportive  of 
each  other.” 

Panels  of  the  national  Church  of  Scotland  (Pre^y- 
terian)  and  the  Methodist  Church,  following  their 
second  round  of  talks  on  unity  issued  an  official 
statement  which  said:  “Detailed  consideration  was 
given  to  a  draft  statement  on  doctrinal  standards 
which,  when  finalized,  will  form  the  theological  basis 
for  the  proposed  union”  of  the  two  Churches.  The 
statement  said  the  panels  also  discussed  preliminary 
reports  of  working  parties  on  various  topics,  includ¬ 
ing  the'  integration  of  ministries  and  a  proposed  pro¬ 
gram  of  education  and  publicity.  Interim  reports  on 
the  talks  will  be  presented  to  the  forthcoming  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  (at  Edinburgh  in  May)  and  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  (at  Newcastle-on-Tyne),  northeast 
England,  in  June. 
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Pennsylvania’s  new  law  requiring  local  school 
boards  to  provide  whatever  bus  service  they 
have  for  public  schools  to  parochial  and  other 
non-public  schools  is  expected  to  be  challenged 
in  court.  The  law  states:  along  with  other  pro¬ 
visions,  that  any  district  which  provides  bUs 
service  for  public^  school  students  must  give 
“identical”  service  *to  parochial  and  other  non¬ 
public  students  residing  within  the  district  to 
private  schools  up  to  10  miles  beyond  the  bor¬ 
der  of  the  district. 

For  the  first  time  in  history  there  are  more  Angli¬ 
cans  outside  the  Church  of  England  than  in  it,  and 
the  Anglican  Communion  is  no  longer  “the  Church 
of  England  writ  large,”  according  to  a  survey  pub¬ 
lished  in  London.  It  reveals  there  are  32  million 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  and  an  almost 
exactly  equal  amount  in  the  other  branches  of  the 
Anglican  Communion. 

Gov.  Bruce  King’s  veto  of  a  bill  that  would 
have  lowered  New  Mexico’s  “drinking  age”  to 
19  was  praised  by  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Price, 
president  (A.  the  Albuquerque  Ministerial  Al¬ 
liance  —  also  a  volunteer  police  chaplain.  “It 
is  certainly  heartenii^  to  see  a  public  official 
speak  with  the  power  of  his  convictions,”  Price 
said.  “1  am  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  you  can¬ 
not  legislate  morality,  goodness,  etc.,  but  our 
lawmakers  can  surely,  by  their  actions,  give 
support  to  those  elements  of  our  society  who 
are  trying  to  bring  about  a  better  environment, 
especially  where  our  youth  are  concerned,” 
Price  added. 

Mormon  President  Harold  B.  Lee  told  an  overflow- 
crowd  of  8,500  at  the  Tabernacle  in  Salt  Lake  City 
and  millions  who  listened  to  TV,  radio  and  closed 
circuit  Conference  broadcast  around  the  worid,  that 
Mormons  must  have  “qualities  of  sanctity”  and  an 
“inward  loveliness  which  may  be  observed  by  man¬ 
kind  as  a  reflection  of  holiness  .  .  .”  Speaking  earlier- 
in  Pocatello,  Idaho,  to  Mormon  students  at  the  State 
University,  President  Lee  urged  the  young  people 
to  live  clean  lives,  and  to  live  in  tune  with  God  so 
that  the  “Spirit  of  the  Lord”  coxild  come  through 
to  them  in  time  of  need. 


Addressing  a  meeting  of  Primary  Association 
leaders  of  the  Mormon  Church,  Thomas  S. 
Monson  of  the  Mormon  Council  of  12  Apos¬ 
tles,  said  that  “teachers  of  children  have  a  task 
larger  than  themselves  —  to  exalt  and  build 
for  eternity.”  Primary  is  an  auxiliary  for  chil¬ 
dren,  pre-school  through  age  12.  “The  power 
to  lead  is  also  the  power  to.  mislead  and  the 
power  to  mislead  is  the  power  to  destroy,” 
Monson  added. 

In  a  message  on  freedom  and  responsibility  issued 
by  Rabbi  William  Berkowitz,  president  of  the  N.  Y. 
Board  of  Rabbis,  he  said  that  in  the  United  States 
“the  message  of  freedom  linked  with  responsibility 
must  be  directed  to  vocal  segments  of  our  young 
people.  The  abandonment  of  all  restraints,  sexud 
and  moral,  and  the  tragic  involvement  with  drugs, 
has,  in  too  many  quarter's,  become  synonomous  with 
the  quest  for  freedom.”  True  liberty.  Rabbi  Berko¬ 
witz  concluded,  “is  indissolubly  connected  with  sober 
responsibility  —  to  self,  family  and  humanity.  This 
is  the  eternal  message  of  freedom.” 

Unique  laser  beam  equipment  built  in  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.  M.  will  be  used  to  clean  decaying 
and  ero^g  religious  statues  in  Venice.  The  In¬ 
ternational  Fond  for  Monuments  in  New  York 
City,  an  affiliate  of  UNESCO,  has  awarded  a 
$35,000  contract  to  construct  a  laser  statue 
cleaner  for  use  in  Italy’s  historic  canal  city.  Ex¬ 
perimentation  has  proved  the  laser  to  be  an  ef¬ 
fective,  and  harmless,  cleaning  medium.  Sand¬ 
blasting  frequently  has  had  an  erosive  effect, 
destroying  artistic  detail  and  exposing  statues 
to  new  hazards. 

Kenneth  H.  Emmerson,  treasiuer  of  the  Seventh-day 
Adventist  General  Conference,  commented  that  “Re¬ 
sults  of  the  dollar’s  devaluation  in  many  overseas 
areas  are  drastic.  Personnel  budgets  will  have  to  be 
cut  and  missionaries  brought  home  unless  the  dif¬ 
ference  can  be  made  up.”  A  spokesman  for  the  de¬ 
nomination  said  Adventists  have  always  met  the  goal 
of  their  mission  budgets  largely  through  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  “tithing,”  turning  over  one-tenth  of  their 
personal  income  to  the  Church.” 
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MEMPHIS  -  Leaders  of  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union  hold  a  press  conference 
during  COCU’s  11th  plenary  in  Memphis.  From  left  are:  John  Evum;  Dr.  Paul  A.  Crow, 
COCU  general  secretary.  Bishop  Frederick  D.  Jordan  of  the  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  newly-elected  COCU  chairman,  and  Dr.  Rachel  Henderlite,  a  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.  (Southern)  clergywoman.  During  the  Memphis  meeting,  the  Consultation 
set  a  new  course  for  its  efforts  to  bring  unity  to  eight  Protestant  denominations.  Dele¬ 
gates  took  steps  to  have  revised  for  adoption  the  parts  of  the  union  plan  about  which 
there  is  general  agreement,  and  put  off  structure  decisions  until  experimentation  to¬ 
gether  could  test  common  life  and  work  from  which  suitable  structure  might  emerge.  A 
decision  was  also  made  to  take  unity  efforts  to  local  congregations.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Pineville  Church  celebrates  100th  year 


First  Church,  Pineville,  held  a  “Spe¬ 
cial  Day  of  Celebration”  on  Sunday, 
April  15  which  included  the  consecra¬ 
tion  by  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
of  the  newly  completed  Wilson  Wat¬ 
son  Education  Building,  a  memorial 
to  the  late  pastor  of  the  Pineville 
church.  Bishop  Crutchfield  also  dedi¬ 
cated  a  baby  grand  piano  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  late  Rev.  John  F.  Kilpat¬ 
rick,  a  former  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  celebration  was  centered 
around  the  church’s  100-year  anniver¬ 
sary  as  a  Louisiana  Conference  ap¬ 
pointment.  Pastor  Richard  E,  Walton 
presented  plaques  and  corsages  to  per¬ 
sons  who  united  with  the  church  while 
it  was  still  located  in  the  Methodist 
Cemetery.  Those  persons  and  their 
years  of  membership  are;  Mrs.  Annie 
McCarty — 68  years;  Mrs.  Stella  Cle¬ 


ments — 62  years;  Mrs.  Lillian  Davis 
— 60  years;  Mrs.  Mabel  Tannehill  — 
59  years;  and  Mrs.  Mamie  Hardgrave 
— 57  years. 

The  following  persons  also  received 
corsages  or  boutonnieres  in  recognition 
of  membership  for  50  years  or  more: 
Mrs.  N.  C.  Alsup,  Mrs.  Vonnie  Nu¬ 
gent,  Miss  Audie  Rogers,  Miss  Aud¬ 
rey  Rogers,  Mrs.  Virgie  Middleton, 
Mrs.  Julia  Clark,  Mr.  E.  J.  Vallery, 
Jr.  and  Mr.  I.  B.  LaCroix,  Jr. 

Recognition  was  also  given  to  for¬ 
mer  pastors  and/or  members  of  their 
immediate  families.  Those  present 
were:  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  T. 

Law;  Mrs.  George  Dameron;  Mrs. 
John  Kilpatrick;  Mrs.  Wilma  Boone, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  R.  V.  Fulton; 
and  Milton  and  E.  J.  Vallery,  Jr.,  sons 
of  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Vallery,  Sr. 


Pastor  Walton  presents 
plaques  to  Mrs.  Mabel 
Tannehill  for  59  years 
membership  and  to  Mrs. 
Stella  Clements  for  62 
years'  membership  in 
First  Church,  Pineville 
during  “Special  Day  of 
Celebration.” 


Church  members  of  50 
years  or  more  receive 
corsages  or  boutonnieres 
at  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice. 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  (fourth  from  left)  presented  three 
addresses  on  “The  Minister  and  His  Profession”  at  recent 
Lake  Charles  District  Ministers’ Retreat  held  at  District  Camp. 
The  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  (right)  is  district  superinten¬ 
dent.  Other  ministers  attending  included  (from  left):  the  Revs. 
Stone  W.  Caraway,  Lake  Charles  Simpson  Church;  Kenneth 
Reed,  Lake  Charles  University  Church;  Homer  Bailes,  Roanoke; 
(Bishop  Crutchfield);  Abe  Conerly,  Oakdale/Pine  Prairie; 
Leland  Wade,  Raymond/Iota;  Eskel  Tatum,  Jennings  First 
Church;  Calvin  Lapuyade,  Jennings  Trinity  Church;  and  Harvey 
Williamson.  BELOW:  The  42  ministers  who  attended  the  re¬ 
treat  have  lunch  in  the  camp  dining  hall. 


Field  workers  with  the  Louisiana  Migrant  Ministry,  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  church,  work  on  packets  for  migrant  workers  in  the  Hammond 
strawberry  picking  area.  FROM  LEFT:  Mrs.  Josie  Stanga,  Miss  Kay 
Lavigne,  and  Mrs.  Joyce  Bentivegna,  field  workers,  and  Mrs.  Barbara 
McKaskle,  coordinator,  all  from  Hammond. 


Louisiana’s  Migrant  Ministry 

by  Cecil  Bland 


For  eighteen  years,  the  Louisiana 
Migrant  Ministry  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  been  serving  the 
needs  of  the  fruit  pickers:  those  mig¬ 
rant  families  who  move  with  the  sea¬ 
sons  to  harvest  the  crops  over  the  na¬ 
tion.  In  Louisiana,  it  is  to  the  straw¬ 
berry  country  around  Hammond  and 
Ponchatoula  that  these  people  come 
to  in  March  and  April. 

But  this  year,  Ae  fields  are  wet, 
very  wet,  and  a  most  valuable  crop  of 
red,  ripe  strawberries  will  be  late  to  the 
markets  on  the  east  coast.  Premium 
prices  are  paid  for  Louisiana  straw¬ 
berries,  since  they  are  some  of  the 
earliest  produced  in  the  year,  but  the 
prices  fdl  as  berry  producing  areas, 
such  as  Florida  and  Mexico,  come  in 
later. 

Mrs.  Louise  Thomas,  who  was  liv¬ 
ing  in  Hammond  at  the  time,  origina¬ 
ted  the  idea  of  the  Louisiana  Migrant 
Ministry,  a  program  of  help  to  these 
families,  of  berry  pickers,  mostly 
Mexican  Americans  from  the  south¬ 
west.  Mrs.  Thomas  is  the  wife  of  the 
United  Methodist  minister  who  was 
serving  the  Hammond  church  at  that 
time. 

At  the  beginning,  a  school  was  set 
up  for  the  children  of  the  workers. 
Since  then,  this  school  has  been  fed¬ 
erally  funded  and  administered  by  the 
Tangipahoa  Parish  School  Board. 
Many  migrant  children  go  to  the  straw¬ 
berry  fields  at  daylight  and  pick  berries 
until  time  to  catch  the  school  bus  at 
8:30  a.m.  They  attend  school  until 
3:45  p.m. 

This  is  a  school  specifically  for  these 
children.  They  arrive  in  the  area 
around  March  25,  although  due  to  the 
rain,  they  have  arrived  later  this  year. 
They  will  stay  until  around  the  first 
week  in  May  then  move  on  to  other 
states  —  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Michigan  and  Florida  (they  stay  in 
Michigan  the  longest)  then  back  home 
to  Texas  before  starting  all  out  again. 

A  huge  computer  center  in  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas  keeps  up  with  the 
children  and  their  progress  in  school. 
At  the  special  school  in  the  Hammond 
area,  they  are  taught  on  almost  a  one- 
to-one  basis. 

Since  the  government  took  over  the 
school  Louisiana  Migrant  Ministry,  In¬ 
corporated,  has  been  an  agency  which 
works  between  the  employment 
bureau,  the  strawberry  farms,  health 


services,  welfare  department,  school 
board  and  other  services  to  minister 
to  the  migrants  wherever  possible. 
Migrants  are  given  clothes,  blankets, 
sheets,  pillowcases,  shoes,  cooking 
utensils,  a  set  of  kitchen  flatware  and 
other  emergency  needs. 

Some  of  the  ladies  of  the  Migrant 
Ministry  program  make  dresses  for  the 
workers,  and  Church  Women  United 
of  New  Orleans  have  given  much  chil¬ 
dren’s  clothing.  Older  girls  are  given 
sewing  kits  and  instructions  which  tell 
how  to  make  new  garments. 

Many  health  kits,  sewing  kits  and 
“friendship  kits”  have  been  distribu¬ 
ted.  One  of  the  students  at  the  Migrant 
School  wrote,  the  following;  “Dear 
Ladies,  we  appreciate  your  concern  of 
our  health.  Since  we  move  from  place 
to  place,  we  can’t  always  bring  every¬ 
thing.  Thank  you  for  your  health  kits. 
We  appreciated  them  very  much.” 

The  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  pastor  of 
the  Hammond  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  chairman  of  the  Migrant 
Ministry,  Incorporated  organization, 
reports  that  they  spend  about  $2,500 
a  year  on  the  program,  most  of  which 
pays  salaries  of  field  workers.  Also 
they  spend  money  on  clothing  and 
shoes  and  underwear. 

The  migrant  families  live  on  the 
strawberry  farms  where  they  work,  so 
they  are  quite  scattered  in  the  area. 
All  kinds  of  services  must  be  brought 
to  where  they  are,  since  they  are  not 
familiar  with  the  country  usually,  and 
some  do  not  speak  English. 

One  young  person  on  the  staff,  a 
junior  coed  at  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University  at  Hammond  is  setting  up 
a  once-a-week  recreational  get-together 
for  the  migrants  on  an  experimental 
basis.  This  is  an  evening  of  singing, 
refreshments  and  entertainment. 

The  hardships  faced  by  migrants  is 
reflected  by  the  following  comment  of 
a  migrant  mother:  “We  have  to  leave 
next  week,  but  we  don’t  know  where 
We  are  going.  With  the  machines  tak¬ 
ing  over  the  picking,  we  will  be  with¬ 
out  jobs.  I  want  my  children  to  go  to 
school.  They  will  need  an  education.” 

At  least  for  the  time  these  people 
are  in  the  Hammond-Ponchatoula 
area  their  children  will  have  access  to 
a  school,  and  the  love  and  care  of 
concerned  persons  working  through 
the  Louisiana  Migrant  Ministry. 
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THE  ST.  BERNARD  CHURCH 
lawn  was  the  site  of  an  ecumen¬ 
ical  Easter  sunrise  service.  Fa¬ 
ther  LaFranz  brought  the  message. 
The  Rev.  Tom  Cobb  brought  the 
Good  Friday  sermon  in  St.  Bernard 
Church  where  the  Rev.  James  0. 
Evans  serves  as  pastor. 

DR.  G.  ERNEST  THOMAS  was 
guest  preacher  in  Centenary  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Franklinton 
during  Holy  Week.  Dr.  Thomas 
has  been  director  of  Spiritual  Life 
with  the  Board  of  Evangelism  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  since  1951.  The 
Centenary  minister  is  the  Rev. 
Beverly  E.  Bond. 

MEMBERS  OF  HENNING  Memorial 
Church  worshiped  in  the  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Sul¬ 
phur  on  Palm  Sunday  evening.  The 
Rev.  Ray  Branton,  Henning  pastor, 
brought  the  message.  The  Wesley 
minister  is  the  Rev.  Walter  Clarke. 

THE  TRINITY  SUB- DISTRICT 
UMY  met  in  the  Indian  Bayou 
Church  on  Palm  Sunday.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  led  by  members  of  the 
Davidson  Memorial  UMY  of  La¬ 
fayette.  The  Rev.  Douglas  Davis 
was  host  pastor. 

AT  OPELOUSAS,  the  Adult  and 
Youth  Choirs  of  Louisiana  Memo¬ 
rial  Church  combined  to  present 
Peterson’s  “No  Greater  Love”  on 
Palm  Sunday  at  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice.  Mrs.  Louis  Soileau  and  Mrs. 
M.  H.  McLeod  are  director  and 
organist.  Robert  Casanova  was 
the  narrator.  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
is  pastor. 

MEMORIAL  CHURCH  OF  MONROE 
will  have  missionaries  as  guests 
on  Sunday,  April  29.  The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Patrick  Dyes  from  New 
Delhi,  India  and  ^uthem  Meth¬ 
odist  University  are  speakers, 
morning  and  evening,  during  the 
“India  Sund^”  emphasis.  The 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  host 
pastor. 

AN  EASTER  RETREAT  was  held 
by  members  of  the  junior  high  and 
senior  high  departments  of  First 
Church,  Shreveport.  Petit  Jean 
Mountain,  near  Morrilton,  Ark.,  was 
the  setting.  Kent  Kilbourne  and 
Bunny  Martin  were  the  leaders. 

ERNEST  GUEYMARD,  editor  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  State  Times  and 
Morning  Advocate,  told  about  his 
travels  to  Israel  at  the  Family 
Fellowship  in  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  April  15. 

WALL  MEMORIAL  CHURCH  held 
an  “Encounter  with  Christ”  Cru¬ 
sade,  April  15-19,  with  the  Rev. 
George  Ross,  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  as  guest 
preacher.  The  Rev.  Lester  Nance 
is  pastor. 


A  FATHER-DAUGHTER  Banquet 
held  in  Lafayette,  April  9,  was 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Men  of  Asbury  Church.  Entertain¬ 
ment  was  by  a  choral  group  from 
Acadiana  High  School. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  CROWLEY 
First  Church  heard  Mrs.  Barbara 
Geesey  give  a  slide-lecture  con¬ 
cerning  historic  Methodism  in 
England  at  the  April  1  “Methodism 
Night.”  Mrs.  Geesey  made  the 
pilgrimage  with  a  Methodist  tour 
group  last  fall. 

THE  SLIDELL  CHANCEL  Choir 
presented  the  Passion  and  Easter 
portions  of  Handel’s  “Messiah” 
on  Palm  Sunday  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Gerald  Halley  with  Mrs. 
Jane  Halley  at  the  organ.  The 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland  is  the 
pastor. 

THE  SENIOR  CITIZENS  meeting 
in  First  Church,  New  Orleans,  on 
April  17  had  as  speaker  Mrs.  Nor- 
bert  Sand,  a  counselor  in  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Liberal  Arts  at  LSUNO 
who  is  president  of  “Women 
Against  Crime.”  She  spoke  on 
“How  to  Protect  Yourself  and 
Your  Neighbor  against  Crime.” 

ST.  LUKE’S  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  in  New  Orleans  joined  with 
the  Grace  Lutheran,  Lakeview 
Presbyterian  and  Lakeview  Bap¬ 
tist  in  the  combined  choirs’  pre¬ 
sentation  of  Dubois’  “Seven  Last 
Words  of  Christ.”  The  perform¬ 
ance  was  in  the  Lakeview  Baptist 
Church  on  Palm  Sunday  evening. 

THE  CHEERFUL  GIVERS,  the 
Christian  folk-rock  group  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  traveled  to  Dallas  April  7  to 
cut  their  fifth  record  album. 

THE  BASTROP  CHANCEL  Choir 
presented  Dubois’  “Seven  Last 
Words”  on  Palm  Sunday  at  the  eve¬ 
ning  service.  Freddie  Zeagler  is 
the  choir  director  and  Margene 
Ray  is  organist.  The  Rev.  Ed 
Barksdale  is  the  pastor. 


THE  FIVE-DAY  PLAN  to  stop 
smoking  will  be  explained  during 
a  five-day  workshop  in  Aurora 
United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  April  29-May  3,  7:30- 
9:00  p.m.  The  workshop  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Cancer  Association 
of  Greater  New  Orleans,  and  con¬ 
ducted  by  a  professional  staff.  Dr. 
Henry  Rickey  will  be  host  pastor. 

TRINITY  CHURCH  YOUTH  ,  sen¬ 
ior  high  age,  are  sponsoring  aluau 
in  Ruston  on  Saturday,  April  28, 
in  Trinity’s  East  Garden.  Hawai¬ 
ian  food  and  entertainment  are  on 
the  program  from  five  until  seven 
o’clock.  Adults  $1.50;  children 
750. 

DR.  WALTER  F.  WOLBRECHT, 
president  of  the  Lutheran  School 
of  Theology,  was  the  speaker  for 
Easter  sunrise  service  held  at  the 
Centenary  College  Hargrove  Mem¬ 
orial  Outdoor  Amphitheater. 

VERNON  SEIFERT,  director  of  the 
New  Orleans  Area  Health  Plan¬ 
ning  Council,  and  a  member  of  the 
Lake  Vista  United  Methodist 
Church,  spoke  in  the  Lake  Vista 
Church,  March  28,  to  the  Adult 
Study  Group.  The  Rev.  Donice 
W.  Alverson  is  the  pastor. 

SOUTHSIDE  CHURCH’S  Holy  Week 
services  have  the  following  lay 
speakers:  Bill  Husted,  Charles 

Pepper,  E.  L.  Harrison,  Pete 
Medak  and  Joe  Solomon,  all  focus¬ 
ing  their  messages  on  Love  and 
centered  around  the  Last  Words  of 
Jesus.  The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is 
their  pastor. 

THE  GOOD  FRIDAY  three-hour 
service  in  Napoleon  Avenue 
Church,  New  Orleans,  presented 
the  following  guest  speakers:  the 
Rev.  Carole  Cotton,  Dr.  Robert 
Harrington,  the  Rev.  Sam  Magbee 
(Presbyterian  minister),  the  Rev. 
Harold  Abraham  (Christian  minis¬ 
ter),  Dr.  Albert  Hurley,  Dr.  John 
A.  Bayliss,  and  Dr.  David  E. 
Mason  (Federation  of  Churches 
director).  The  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole 
is  host  pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Reading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Apr.  29 — Sunday  ...  John  20:11-18 

Apr.  30  . John  20:19-23 

May  1  . John  20:24-31 

May  2  . John  21:1-14 

May  3  . John  21:15-25 

May  4  . Mark  16:12-18 

May  5  ., . Matt.  28:16-20 

May  6 — Sunday  . Deut.  6:1-15 


The  study  “Faith  and  Justice”  was 
started  at  the  Gonzales  Church  on 
Sunday,  April  15.  The  Rev.  Bill 
Fraser,  superintendent  of  the  Ham¬ 
mond  District,  was  the  guest  speaker. 
He  is  shown  with  Mrs.  Bob  Hamilton, 
chairman  of  missions  at  Gonzales. 
After  the  presentation,  questions 
were  entertained  and  a  fine  discus¬ 
sion  ensued.  Some  60  persons  at¬ 
tended  the  first  session  of  the  study, 
which  continued  each  evening  during 
Holy  Week.  The  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Humphrey  is  pastor. 

YOUTH  NIGHT  SERVICE  held  in 
Southside  Church,  Monroe,  recently 
had  Dick  Tewell  and  Chuck  El¬ 
liott  bringii^  the  messages.  Gene 
and  Dean  Boozer  are  the  South- 
side  youth  workers.  The  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner  is  their  pastor. 

CECIL  BLAND,  associate  director 
of  the  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  was  guest  lay  speaker  in 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Iberia,  April  8.  The  Rev. 
Fred  Flurry  is  the  pastor. 

AFTER  EARLY  CHURCH  April 
15,  34  youth  from  the  Southside 
Church,  Monroe,  boarded  the 
church  “Blue  Goose”  to  attend 
the  Air  Show  at  Barksdale.  They 
viewed  the  space  suits  worn  by 
astronauts,  along  with  the  space 
buggy.  They  walked  through  huge 
planes,  sat  in  jet  plane  cockpits, 
and  witnessed  the  Thunderbirds 
air  maneuvers. 

P.  K.  KORNER 

MORRIS  CRICHLOW,  infant  son 
of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  Jr.,  was  baptized  by 
his  grandfather,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Crichlow,  Sr.,  in  First  Church, 
Monroe,  March  25.  Morris’  father 
is  associate  pastor  at  Monroe  and 
his  grandfather  is  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans. 


fhompson  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  had  special  services 
ecently  for  the  dedication  of  memorials.  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  dis- 
rict  superintendent,  gave  the  message  and  presided  at  dedication  of  pews 
ind  offering  plates.  In  the  picture  above  are  members  of  the  choir  and  the 
Jsher  Board.  Seated  from  left  are  Dr.  Harrington,  the  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Hayes,  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ellis  Slater,  the  Rev.  C.  D.  Small  and  the  Rev. 
lohn  L.  Wesley. 
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“CELEBRATION  OF  PEACE” 
SERVICE  AT  WEST  MONROE 

A  special  program  entitled  “In 
Celebration  of  Peace”  was  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  McGuire  United 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe,  in 
March,  The  McGuire  Chancel 
Choir  and  the  Youth  Choir,  along 
with  other  individual  church  mem¬ 
bers,  participated  in  the  program. 

Especially  for  this  program, 
several  original  literary  works 
centered  around  the  theme  of 
“peace”  were  contributed  by  in¬ 
dividual  church  members.  Among 
the  highlights  of  the  program  was 
the  presentation  of  the  anthem 
“Bless  Those  Who  Pray  For 
Peace”  and  “God  Has  A  Way,” 
both  of  which  were  composed  by 
Mrs.  Jane  Seeber  of  West  Monroe. 
Mrs,  Seeber’s  husband,  Lt.  Colonel 
Bruce  Seeber,  was  a  prisoner  of 
war  in  North  Vietnam  for  nearly 
years. 

The  McGuire  minister  is  the 
Rev.  John  H.  Sewell. 

t 


Mrs.  C.  H.  Maddox,  librarian  at  the 
Annie  T.  Monday  Memorial  Library 
at  Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  is  shown  in  the  library, 
which  will  be  the  site  of  a  reception 
Sunday,  April  29,  commemorating  its 
30th  anniversary. 


NOEL  CHURCH  LIBRARY 
NOTES  30TH  ANNIVERSARY 

The  observance  of  the  30th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Annie  T.  Munday  Li¬ 
brary  of  Noel  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport  will  begin 
with  a  reception  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
April  29,  between  the  hours  of  3  and 
5  o’clock. 

Founded  in  1943,  the  library  had  a 
small  beginning.  The  late  Mrs.  Annie 
T.  Munday  met  with  two  friends  from 
the  WSCS  and  together  they  had  nine¬ 
teen  books.  From  that  humble  begin¬ 
ning  the  shelves  today  hold  over  8,000 
volumes. 

On  the  tenth  anniversary  the  name 
of  the  library  was  changed  from 
“Noel  Church  Library”  to  the  “Annie 
T.  Munday  Library”,  honoring  the 
founder.  Since  it  was  the  first  Protes¬ 
tant  library  in  Shreveport,  other 
churches  turned  to  Mrs.  Munday  for 
guidance  and  help  in  establishing  their 
church  libraries. 

An  interesting  item  in  the  library  is 
the  rare  book  collection,  kept  in  a 
separate  case  and  not  circulated.  In¬ 
cluded  among  these  volumes  are:  Tyre, 
Its  Rise,  Glory  and  Desolation,  edited 
by  Thomas  O.  Summers  in  1787;  and 
Otho  and  Ruttia,  an  Interesting  Tale 
of  a  Lady,  published  in  1787.  Others 
were  published  early  in  the  Nineteenth 
Century. 

The  Library  Committee,  with  Mrs. 
E.  A.  Sartor,  Sr.,  chairman,  is  spvon- 
soring  a  poster  contest  in  which  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  church  will  participate. 
Adult  advisors  are  Mrs.  Marjorie  Da¬ 
vis  and  Mrs.  Judy  Butcher.  For  the 
past  twelve  years  Mrs.  C.  H.  Mad¬ 
dox  has  served  as  librarian. 

Dr.  Benedict  Galloway  is  minister 
of  the  church. 

t 


Plans  for  the  “Patterns  of  Aurora”, 
a  style  show  and  luncheon  to  be  held 
in  the  Aurora  Church,  New  Orleans, 
on  May  1,  are  being  finalized  by  the 
committee  chairpersons:  Mary  Lea 
Kirk,  Edie  Roxburgh  and  Jen  Craw¬ 
ford. 


Comment 


Mrs.  Prophet 


Dear  Vice  Presidents, 

Congratulations  to  you  who  have  already  be¬ 
come  United  Methodist  Women.  Those  of  you 
who  are  in  the  process  of  becoming,  I  trust  that 
God  will  grant  you  smoothness  in  the  transition. 

I  had  the  experience  of  representing  the 
women  of  our  conference  at  Louisiana’s  First 
Governor’s  Conference  on  Libraries  which  was 
held  at  White  House  Inn,  Baton  Rouge,  February 
9.  The  theme  of  the  conference  was  Library  Ex¬ 
cellence  —  Louisiana’s  Challenge. 

The  program  was  designed  to  give  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Louisiana  information  about  one  of  our  state’s  most  important 
and  valuable  resources,  its  libraries  —  Public,  School,  State  Institutional, 
and  State  Libraries.  It  is  hoped  that  we  will  learn  about  the  libraries  in 
our  parishes  and  state,  find  out  what  they  need,  and  determine  what  we 
can  do  to  help  our  libraries  serve  us  better.  And  as  we  make  our  evalua¬ 
tions,  we  will  communicate  with  our  legislators  and  congressmen,  our 
school  board  members,  academic  officials  and  police  jurors,  the  news 
media  and  with  the  citizens  of  our  community. 

In  the  final  analysis,  its  going  to  take  our  concern,  communication 
and  action  to  achieve  Library  Excellence:  Louisiana’s  Challenge. 

Another  interesting  and  enlightening  experience  was  the  Conference 
Officers’  Training  United  Methodist  Church  at  Carrousel  Inn,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  The  worship  periods  were  great!  They  were  inspiring  and  thought 
provoking.  I  worked  in  groups  concerning  Creative  Plaiming,  led  by  Mrs. 
Peg  Tyrrell;  Working  as  a  Team,  led  by  Miss  Maryruth  Nickels;  The  Pro¬ 
gram  Committee;  Its  Responsibilities,  Its  Work,  Its  Relationships,  Its 
Dynamics,  led  by  Mrs.  Betty  Cathcart. 

The  emphases  in  these  groups  were  on  the  total  program  in  the  new 
organization  —  United  Methodist  Women. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  sharing  these  rich  experiences  with  you  soon. 

— Ardessie  C.  Prophet,  Vice  President,  Louisiana  Conference 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
t 


NEW  CENTRAL  HEAT/ AIR 
EQUIPS  FAIRVIEW  CHURCH 

Fairview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  now  has 
central  heatingunits  and  will  soon 
be  equipped  with  central  air  con¬ 
ditioning  units,  due  to  a  great 
deal  of  hard  work  on  the  part  of 
many,  people.  The  project  was 
begun  by  the  women  of  the  church 
in  October.  Their  goal  was  $2500. 
After  several  successful  fund- 
raisings,  including  two  bake  sales, 
a  gumbo  and  a  handi-craft  sale, 
the  money  needed  was  raised  by 
Dec.  7,  and  the  units  were  instal¬ 
led  in  and  operation  by  February. 

Pastor  of  the  Fairview  Church 
is  the  Rev.  Frank  Lankford.  Head¬ 
ing  the  project  were  Mrs.  Leo 
Cole,  Mrs.  James  Benoit  and  Mrs. 
Curtis  Fontenot,  with  installation 
of  the  units  done  by  Ronnie  Ber¬ 
nard,  James  Benoit  and  Curtis 
Fontenot. 

t 


CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED 
PROMOTE  FELLOWSHIP  DAY 

May  Fellowship  Day,  scheduled  for 
May  4,  is  the  ecumenical  observance 
sponsored  by  Church  Women  United 
which  focuses  on  relationships  in  the 
local  community.  Since  the  first  ob¬ 
servance  in  1933,  it  has  been  tradition¬ 
al  for  church  women  across  the  coun¬ 
try  to  use  the  first  Friday  in  May  to 
emphasize  the  creative  and  healing  re¬ 
lations  that  are  possible  among  people 
in  every  community. 

The  theme  this  year,  “As  Hand 
Touches  Hand”,  is  a  follow-up  of  the 
World  Day  of  Prayer  theme,  “Alert  in 
Our  Time.”  Sensitized  to  the  need  to 
be  alert  at  the  March  3rd  Day  of 
Prayer  programs,  Christian  women  are 
looking  at  their  own  communities  and 
at  the  work  of  countless  volunteers 
there. 

Programs  will  salute  those  who  have 
initiated  health  care,  education  for 
children  and  adults,  services  to  the  ag¬ 
ing  and  the  imprisoned.  Volunteers 
are  working  as  monitors  of  legislation, 
as  advocates  for  self-help  programs, 
and  as  educators  in  the  areas  of  con¬ 
sumerism,  ecology,  peace-building,  in¬ 
ternational  trade,  and  human  rights, 
t 

THE  YOUTH  REVIVAL  in  Christ 
Church,  Shreveport,  under  the 
leadership  of  Denny  Reedy,  in¬ 
volved  the  following  Centenary 
students  in  the  services:  Allen 
Jenkins,  Randy  West,  Barry  Wil¬ 
liams,  Dale  Martin,  Jane  Johnson, 
Mary  Hart,  Susan  Rands,  Elise 
Jensen  and  Debbie  Broyles.  The 
Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr.  is  the 
Christ  Church  pastor. 


Baton  Rouge  District  ministers  and  their  wives  en¬ 
joyed  a  covered  dish  supper  on  April  12  at  Camp 
Istrouma.  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  is  shown  at  right.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Don 
Avery  of  the  Neely  United  Methodist  Church  are 
shown  on  the  left.  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  second 
from  right,  is  president  of  the  Board  of  Sager-Brown 
School  in  Baldwin,  a  church  agency.  She  gave  cap¬ 
sule  descriptions  of  the  history  and  program  sof 
Black  Methodist  institutions  within  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

The  group  at  left  is  shown  attending  the  Easter 
Boutique  held  in  First  Church,  Lafayette.  A  variety 
of  objects  for  sale  were  made  by  the  Creative  Craft- 
ers  and  proceeds  donated  to  local  church  improve¬ 
ments  and  mission  projects. 
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(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  —  March,  April  and  M<^  —  under  the  general 
topic:  ‘“Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.”) 


LESSON  FOR  MAY  6:  Christ  Makes  Men  New 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  John  1:9-13;  Ephe¬ 
sians  2:1-10;  Cdiossians  3:1-17 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  If  any  man  be  in  Christ, 
he  is  a  new  creature:  old  things  are  passed 
away;  beludd,  all  ♦hin^  are  becmne  new.  (2 
CcHintluaas  5:17) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  consider  the  reality  of 
the  converricm  experience  and  the  nature  of  the 
life  that  follows. 

*  *  * 

“If  anyone  is  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creation;  the 
old  has  passed  away,  behold,  the  new  has  come.” 

“Truly,  truly.  I  say  to  you,  unless  one  is  bom 
anew,  he  cannot  see  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

“You  have  been  bom  anew,  not  of  perishable 
seed  but  of  imperishable,  through  the  living  and 
abiding  word  of  God.” 

*  *  * 


THE  REALITY  OF  CONVERSION 

In  group  discussions  about  moral  reform  and 
decent  behavior,  it  is  not  imcommon  for  someone 
to  say,  “But  we  must  remember  that  you  can’t 
change  human  nature.”  The  words  from  the  New 
Testament  that  are  cited  above  are  only  a  few  that 
mi^t  have  been  chosen  to  show  that  a  central  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Christian  faith  is  based  upon  the  con¬ 
viction  that  by  grace  and  power  of  Christ,  rebirth  is 
a  reality  and  human  nature  can  be  chang^. 

The  philosopher,  William  James,  defines  conver¬ 
sion  in  this  manner,  “Conversion  is  a  process,  grad¬ 
ual  or  sudden,  by  which  a  self  hitherto  divided  and 
consciously  wrong,  inferior  and  unhappy,  becomes 
unified  and  consciously  right,  superior,  and  happy.” 
This  is  a  sound  Christian  definition  with  the  addition 
of  this  sentence,  “This  experience  is  the  gift  of  a 

merciful  and  forgiving  God  through  faith  in  Christ.” 

*  *  * 

ONE  MAN’S  EXPERIENCE 

The  conversion  of  Sam  Hadley,  an  alcoholic  out¬ 
cast,  is  so  thoroughly  typical  of  what  has  happened 
again  and  again  that  it  is  in  order  to  let  him  tell  his 
experience  here,  “One  Tuesday  I  was  sitting  in  a 
saloon  in  Harlem,  a  homeless,  friendless,  dying 
drunkard.  I  had  pawned  or  sold  everything  that 
would  buy  a  drink.  I  had  not  eaten  for  days,  and 
for  four  nights  I  had  suffered  with  delirium  tremons 
from  midnight  ‘til  morning.  I  had  often  said;  ‘I  will 
never  be  a  tramp.  I  will  never  be  cornered.  When 
the  time  comes  I  will  find  a  home  in  the  bottom  of 
the  river.’  When  the  time  did  come.  I  was  not  able 
to  walk  a  quarter  of  the  way  there  .  .  .  Toward  eve¬ 
ning  it  came  into  my  head  to  go  to  the  Jerry  Mc- 
Auley  Mission.  The  place  was  packed,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  I  made  my  way  to  the  space  near 
the  platform.  McAuley  rose  and  told  of  his  ex¬ 
perience.  I  found  myself  saying:  ‘I  wonder  if  God 
can  save  me?’  Then  I  listened  to  the  testimony  of 
twenty  or  thirty  other  people,  every  one  of  them 
saved  from  rum.  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would 
be  saved  too,  or  die  right  there.  When  the  invitation 
was  given  I  knelt  down  with  a  crowd  of  drunkards. 
What  a  conflict  was  going  on  for  my  poor  soul! 
Something  within  me  said,  ‘Come!’  I  hesitated  a 
moment,  and  then  with  a  breaking  heart  I  cried: 
‘Dear  Jesus,  can  you  save  me?’  Never  can  I  describe 
what  happened.  Up  to  that  moment  I  had  been  filled 


with  utter  darkness.  Now  the  brightness  of  noon-day 
seemed  to  stream  around  me.  I  was  a  free  man 
again.  From  that  moment  I  have  never  wanted  a 
drink  of  whiskey,  and  I  have  never  seen  money 
enough  to  make  me  take  one.”  And  this  was  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  a  new  life.  For  nearly  40  years  Hadley 
was  like  an  angel  of  mercy  bringing  hope  and  re¬ 
demption  to  vagrants  and  derelicts  on  the  skid-rows 
of  New  York.  Conversion  is  a  reality;  the  birth  from 
above  is  the  normal  entrance  into  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

*  He  :(t 


THE  ESSENTIAL  ELEMENT 
In  considering  the  place  which  conversion  must 
be  given  in  the  lift  of  a  truly  Christian  congregation, 
there  are  two  emphases  that  must  be  kept  in  mind. 
The  first  is,  that  just  as  there  are  no  two  persons 
who  have  exactly  the  same  intellectual  and  emotional 
characteristics,  so  there  are  no  two  conversions  that 
are  identical.  In  the  days  of  early  Methodism  there 
was  a  tendency  to  question  the  genuineness  of  any 
conversion  that  was  not  attended  by  an  emotional 
upheaval.  This  is,  of  course,  not  our  problem  today. 
We  of  this  generation  are  in  danger  of  attaching  too 
little  importance  to  the  emotional  element  in  con¬ 
version.  On  the  basis  of  what  we  know  of  human 
nature,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  there  are 
persons  all  about  us  who,  in  all  probability,  will 
never  be  brought  into  fellowship  with  Christ  by  any 
other  method  than  that  of  a  sudden  conversion.  For 
this  reason  it  is  the  obligation  of  the  Church  to  keep 
alive  its  faith  in  this  kind  of  an  experience  and  to 
give  every  possible  encouragement  to  it  through  pub¬ 
lic  evangelistic  services  and  through  the  more  direct 
individual  approach. 

In  the  typical  congregation  of  today,  by  far  a 
larger  number  have  become  members  of  the  Church 
through  the  influence  of  a-  Christian  home  environ¬ 
ment,  through  the  process  of  teaching  in  the  church 
school,  and  through  instruction  in  a  membership 
training  class.  AH  of  this  is  good  but  the  sum  total 
of  it  cannot  substitute  for  a  definite  decision  by  the 
individual  to  make  a  full  commitment  of  his  or  her 
life  to  Christ  —  indeed  it  isi  essential  for  the  fullest 
Christian  development.  Is  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  too 
severe  when  he  warns  us,  “Joining  the  Church  and 
confirmation  are  good,  but  these  may  become  some¬ 
thing  in  lieu  of  conversion;  then  they  are  not  good — 
they  may  be  spiritually  disasterous,  letting  the  per¬ 
son  settle  down  this  side  of  conversion.  In  this  case 
they  become  the  spiritually  anemic  type  of  persons 
filling  our  churches  —  non-contagious,  bowled  over 
by  suffering  and  sorrow,  with  just  enough  religion  to 
set  up  an  irritation.  They  try  to  make  of  a  halfway 
house  a  home.  They  represent  a  flattened-out  type 
of  Christianity,  expecting  and  seeing  no  miracle  of 
change  in  themselves  or  others,  no  Christian  expres¬ 
sion  except  attending  church  and  working  on  com¬ 
mittees  to  keep  the  creaking,  because  oilless,  ma¬ 
chinery  of  church  activities  going.  It  is  all  duty-rid¬ 
den  and  joyless  and  inadequate  for  the  business  of 
living.”? 

In  addition  to  this  call  for  genuineness  we  must 
remember  that  no  matter  how  we  begin  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life,  whether  by  a  sudden  or  gradual  conversion, 
whenever  we  find  an  area  of  our  lives  that  has  not 
been  brought  under  the  complete  control  of  Christ 
we  are  in  acute  need  of  another  conversion.  Is  this 
not  an  experience  through  which  many  church  mem¬ 
bers,  in  all  parts  of  our  country,  have  passed  during 


recent  years  with  respect  to  their  feelings  and  be¬ 
havior  concerning  the  question  of  race  relations?  It 
is  likely  that  as  long  as  we  are  on  this  earthly  pil¬ 
grimage  we  shall  continue  to  encounter  this  kind  of 
demand  for  an  extension  of  the  converted  portion  of 
our  lives. 

*  *  * 

A  CONTINUING  COMMITMENT 

The  second  area  of  thought  and  action  concern¬ 
ing  conversions  grows  out  of  this  question:  Is  the 
normal  conversion  simply  a  mystical  experience 
through  which  one  feels  the  release  from  the  burden 
of  sin  and  the  joy  of  divine  acceptance  or  does  it 
also  involve  a  commitment  to  a  new  and  higher  pat¬ 
tern  of  living?  This  is  a  question  that  has,  at  times, 
been  a  source  of  controversy.  There  is  today,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  an  increasing  realization  that  we  urgently  need 
both  conversion  and  commitment  to  service.  Sound 
conversions  do  not  occur  in  a  moral  vacuum.  Faith 
and  works  belong  together.  Dr.  Elton  Trueblood 
offers  this  comment:  “What  is  new  today  is  not  the 
social  gospel,  but  the  conviction  that  the  social  gos¬ 
pel  can  stand  alone,  and  that  it  is-  the  only  gospel. 
Thus  it  is  common  to  hear  participants  in  Christian 
conferences  say  quite  frankly  that  they  have  no 
patience  with  those  who  waste  time  on  prayer  and 
worship.  The  idea  of  a  “quiet  time”  is  held  by  some 
to  be  ^solete,  because  it  interferes  with  possible 
action  and  service.  The  pure  activist  sometimes 
expresses  open  contempt  for  those  who  give  serious 
thought  to  the  life  of  personal  devotion,  because  this 
seems  to  him  to  involve  an  escape  from  the  urgent 
business  at  hand  .  .  .  The  fact  is,  that  emphasis 
upon  the  life  of  outer  service,  without  a  correspond¬ 
ing  emphasis  upon  the  life  of  inner  devotion,  has  al¬ 
ready  led  to  obviously  damaging  results,  one  erf 

which  is  calculated  arrogance.” 

*  ♦  * 

THE  WESLEYAN  TRADITION 

Those  of  us  who  came  up  in  the  Methodist  tradi¬ 
tion  have  had  a  good  example  of  the  blending  of 
these  two  emphases  in  the  life  and  ministry  of  the 
founder  of  the  movement,  John  Wesley.  There  can 
be  no  question  as  to  his  insistence  upon  the  indis¬ 
pensable  place  of  conversion  in  a  normal  Christian 
experience.  It  is  equally  certain  that  he  never  thought 
of  this  experience  as  a  place  to  stop.  Commitment  to 
Christ  led  directly  into  whatever  activity  was  at 
hand,  whether  it  was  visiting  in  the  prisons,  helping 
to  feed  the  hungry,  providing  religious  instruction 
for  the  children  of  the  underprivileged,  or  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  any  other  area  of  human  need  that  pre¬ 
sented  itself.  One  of  the  last  letters  he  wrote  was  to 
William  Wilberforce  to  commend  and  encourage  him 
in  his  struggle  against  slavery,  which  Wesley  called 
“that  execrable  villany.”  In  the  life  of  this  remark¬ 
able  man  the  love  of  God  and  the  love  of  his  fel¬ 
low  man  were  never  allowed  to  become  separated. 
Divisiveness  in  the  Church  with  respect  to  which  of 
these  two  elements  of  the  Christian  life  is  more  im¬ 
portant  will  be  overcome  when  all  the  disciples  of 
Christ  are  committed  to  both  elements  of  Christ’s 
supreme  command:  “You  should  love  the  Lord  your 
God  with  all  your  heart,  soul,  mind  and  strength, 
and  your  neighbor  as  yourself.” 

On  the  basis  of  this  understanding  of  the  new 
life  in  Christ  we  move  ahead  in  the  next  three  les¬ 
sons  to  consider  “Christ  Makes  Men  Brothers,” 
“God’s  Grace  Sustains  Us.”  and  “Christ  Is  Our 
Hope.” 
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Dr.  Alec  Wyton, 
organist  and 
master  of 
choristers  of 
New  York’s  Cath¬ 
edral  of  St. 

John  the 
Divine. 


Worship  specialists  to  lead 
biennial  FUMM  convocation 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  (UMI)  —  Alec 
Wyton,  organist  and  master  of  the 
choristers  of  New  York’s  Cathedral  of 
St.  John  the  Divine,  will  be  among  a 
large  number  of  leaders  at  a  biennial 
convocation  of  the  Fellowship  of  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Musicians  (FUMM)  at 
Florida  Southern  College  Aug.  5-11. 

In  addition  to  leading  organ  work¬ 
shops  each  day  during  the  convocation 
he  is  scheduled  to  present  a  special 
mid-week  organ  recital  at  Orlando’s 
First  United  Methodist  Church  includ¬ 
ing  a  new  work  he  has  written  especial¬ 
ly  for  the  Fellowship. 

Leading  worship  each  day  will  be  a 
well-known  team  of  composers  and 
worship  specialists,  Richard  Avery  and 
Donald  Marsh,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y, 
Avery  is  pastor  and  Marsh  is  choir¬ 
master  and  director  of  the  arts  in 
Christian  education  at  the  First  Pres¬ 


byterian  Church  in  Port  Jervis. 

A  youth  music  workshop  is  being 
sponsored  separately  by  the  Florida 
Conference.  Former  Fellowship  presi¬ 
dent,  Philip  R.  Dietterich  of  Westfield, 
N,  J.,  will  be  leading  the  youth  work¬ 
shop, 

The  FUMM  convocation  will  have 
sessions  for  adult  choirs  led  by  Austin 
Lovelace,  minister  of  music  at  Lovers 
Lane  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las  and  a  member  of  the  editorial  com¬ 
mittee  of  The  Methodist  Hymnal  pub¬ 
lished  in  1966;  and  children’s  choirs 
led  by  Mrs.  Mabel  Boy  ter,  founder 
and  director  of  the  Children’s  School 
of  Music  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Special  sessions  during  the  week  will 
include  one  on  “Soul  Music”  led  by 
James  A.  Johnson,  Sr.,  who  is  now 
completing  his  master  of  divinity  de¬ 
gree  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in 


New  York. 

Dr.  Wyton,  born  in  England  and 
educated  at  Oxford  University  and  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Music  in  London, 
also  serves  as  adjunct  professor  of 
music  at  Westminster  Choir  College, 
Princeton,  N.  J. 

Avery  and  Marsh,  as  they  are  popu^ 
larly  known,  have  together  composed 
Hymns  Hot  and  Carols  Cool  and 
More,  More,  More  two  songbooks 
which  have  sold  more  than  100,000 
copies. 

Mr.  Avery  is  widely  known  for  his 
innovations  in  worship  and  education, 
particularly  for  the  average  size  con¬ 
gregation. 

Mr,  Johnson,  a  native  of  Columbia. 
S.  C.,  has  been  a  highschool  music 
teacher  and  was  the  minister  of  music 
at  the  Abyssinian  Baptist  Church  in 
Newark  before  joining  the  staff  as  ur¬ 
ban  minister  for  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Westfield  and  Trinity 


United  Methodist  Church  in  Newark. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  full  day,  the 
participants  will  be  given  a  walking 
tour  of  several  campus  buildings  de¬ 
signed  by  the  late  Frank  Lloyd  Wright. 
Leading  the  tour  will  be  Wright’s  ap¬ 
prentice,  Nils  M.  Schweizer,  who  came 
to  Lakeland  in  1952  to  supervise  the 
construction  of  the  buildings. 

President  of  the  Fellowship  is  How¬ 
ard  Coble,  director  of  music  at  Wesley 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
High  Point,  N.  C.  Executive  director 
is  the  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  a  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Chairman  of  the  1973  convocation 
planning  committee  is  the  Rev.  Robert 
Scoggin,  president-elect  of  the  Fellow¬ 
ship.  He  is  minister  of  music  at  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church,  Rochester, 
Minn. 


The  Rev.  Richard 
Avery,  pastor, 
and  Donald  Marsh, 
choirmaster 
and  director  of 
the  arts  in 
Christian 
education  at 
First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church, 

Port  Jervis,  N.Y. 


Missionary  work  in  Rhodesia  experiencing  problems 


by  Leonard  Perryman 

ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (UMI)— A  United 
Methodist  missionary  who  with  his 
family  has  been  denied  permission  to 
re-enter  Rhodesia  said  here  that  though 
he  has  been  given  no  reason  for  refus¬ 
al,  “I  believe  it  is  because  I  have  been 
concerned  to  interpret  to  persons  out¬ 
side  Rhodesia  the  increasingly  oppres¬ 
sive  and  racist  policies  of  the  white 
regime.” 

Shortly  before  he  anticipated  resum¬ 
ing  missionary  service  in  May,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Norman  E.  Thomas  received 
a  letter  from  Rhodesia’s  chief  immi¬ 
gration  officer  saying  he  was  “an  un¬ 
desirable  inhabitant  of  or  an  undesir¬ 
able  visitor  to  Rhodesia.”  Said  the  let¬ 
ter:  “This  means  that  neither  you  nor 
your  family  will  be  allowed  to  return 
to  Rhodesia.” 

Presumably,  said  Dr.  Thomas,  this 
could  end  1 1  years  of  missionary  ser¬ 
vice  he  and  his  family  have  given  be¬ 
cause  he  said  no  process  for  appeal 
from  the  ruling  was  indicated.  He  was 
in  St.  Louis  to  speak  to  the  World  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  which  met  March 
23-31. 

Saying  he  and  his  family  would 
“gladly  return”  to  Rhodesia  if  they 
had  opportunity.  Dr.  Thomas  said  that 
as  many  as  40  missionaries,  including 
about  20  United  Methodists,  have 
been  deported  or  denied  entry  to  Rho¬ 
desia  in  the  last  10  years.  “I  believe 


it  is  fairly  clear  why  we  have  been 
denied,”  he  said,  adding:  “We  as  a 
family  have  tried  to  live  as  brothers 
with  the  African  people  with  whom  we 
have  worked,  identifying  with  them  at 
a  time  when  the  Rhodesian  government 
seeks  to  separate  races  and  to  relate 
whites  and  blacks  solely  on  a  master- 
servant  basis.” 

At  the  meeting.  Board  assistant 
general  secretary,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac 
Bivens,  said  the  denial  “points  out  the 
increasing  difficulty  the  church  faces 
as  we  try  to  appoint  effective  Ameri¬ 
can  personnel  to  work  in  Rhodesia. 
We  sincerely  regret  this  denial  and 
would  welcome  any  assistance  from 
proper  officials  which  would  lead  to 
rescinding  the  unfortunate  order.  So 
far  as  the  Board  is  concerned,  the 
Thomases  have  identified  with  those  in¬ 
terests  which  we  believe  to  be  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  majority  of  Rho¬ 
desian  people.  We  maintain  an  open 
stance  and  are  willing  at  any  time  to 
discuss  this  and  any  other  matter  with 
the  Rhodesian  government.” 

Dr.  Thomas  said  he  and  his  family 
—  which  includes  Mrs.  Thomas  and 
their  four  children  —  are  awaiting 
possible  re-assignment  to  missionary 
service  in  another  African  country.  In 
Rhodesia  he  has  taught  in  a  theologi¬ 
cal  school,  been  urban  secretary  of  the 
Christian  Council  and  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  of  the  United  Methodist 
Conference.  Mrs.  Thomas  has  been  a 
nurse.  Since  coming  to  the  U.  S.  on  a 


short  furlough  in  January  he  has  been 
teaching  at  the  Pacific  School  of  Re¬ 
ligion,  Berkeley,  Calif. 

As  for  the  future  in  racially  tense 
Rhodesia,  Dr.  Thomas  said  continua¬ 
tion  of  “present  policy  by  white  rulers 
will  inevitably  lead  to  violence.  How¬ 
ever,  I  believe  the  African  people  de¬ 
sire  opportunities  for  advancement  on 
merit  and  want  participation  in  decis¬ 
ion-making  rather  than  bloodshed.” 

He  expressed  strong  support  for  the 
African  National  Council,  black  politi¬ 
cal  organization  in  Rhodesia  working 
for  majority  rights  and  headed  by  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzor- 
ewa,  for  whom  Dr.  Thomas  expressed 
“highest  regard  and  admiration,  and 
warm  personal  friendship.  The  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  has  unified  the  African  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  crusade  for  human  dignity, 
challenges  the  small  ruling  white  mi¬ 
nority  to  work  out  together  a  mutually 
agreeable  formula  for  achieving  racial 
harmony  and  a  just  society.” 
t 

Same  Concern  for  Peace  as  for 
Meat  Prices  Urged 

MONTCLAIR,  N.  J.  (UMI)  —  If 
church  members  would  be  as  much 
concerned  about  “peace  for  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  grandchildren  as  they  are 
about  the  price  of  meat,  we’d  really 
accomplish  something,”  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord  told  a 
New  Jersey  Council  of  Churches  peace 
task  force  here. 


Evanston  Recommended 
Seminary  Site 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMI)  —  The 
present  campus  of  United  Methodism’s 
Garrett  Theological  Seminary  here  is 
being  recommended  as  the  site  for  ad¬ 
ministrative  headquarters  and  degree 
programs  of  the  proposed  merger  of 
Garrett  and  Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Naperville,  Ill. 

The  task  force  of  representatives 
from  both  schools  working  out  details 
of  the  merger  said  April  7  they  would 
recommend  the  Evanston  site  to  their 
respective  boards  of  trustees.  The 
Naperville  facilities  would  be  consid¬ 
ered  for  possible  use  in  related  pro¬ 
grams  to  be  developed  by  the  new 
school,  such  as  continuing  education, 
the  Center  for  Parish  Development, 
and  field  education  units. 

f 

UNITED  METHODIST  MINISTRIES 
SPONSORS  DEAF  WORKSHOP 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  A  need  to 
educate  both  hearing  and  deaf  persons 
about  each  other  was  stressed  at  a 
United  Methodist  Ministries  to  the 
Deaf  Workshop  recently  in  Williams¬ 
burg,  Va.  The  first  conference  of  this 
type  was  held  last  year. 

Nine  United  Methodist  ministries  to 
the  deaf  were  represented  at  the  work¬ 
shop  which  was  partially  financed  by 
the  Department  of  Urban  Ministries 
of  the  National  Division,  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries. 
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New  Book  of  Pikeville  Hospital  Board  censured  for 

Discipline  available  non-compliance  with  Social  Principles 


Singapore  1976 
World  Methodist 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  The 
1972  Book  of  Discipline,  official  book 
of  “law”  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  being  released  here  this 
month  by  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

Resulting  from  the  1972  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  in  At¬ 
lanta,  the  653-page  volume  will  include 
for  the  first  time  a  glossary  of  com¬ 
monly  used  terms.  Male  oriente  d  lan¬ 
guage  has  also  been  deleted  from  the 
book  where  possible. 

Available  through  regional  service 
centers  and  Cokesbury  Bookstores,  the 
book  includes  the  Constitution,  doc¬ 
trinal  statements,  general  rules,  social 
principles,  and  the  organization  and 
administration  of  the  local  church, 
ministry,  lay  worker,  conferences, 
boards  and  agencies,  church  property 
and  judicial  activities.  Enabling  legis¬ 
lation  is  included  as  an  appendix. 

An  84-page  index  is  comprehensive 
with  all  major  items  cross-referenced 
and  with  listings  of  former  boards  and 
agencies  cross-referenced  to  new  agen¬ 
cy  listings. 

Major  changes  were  made  in  the 
section  on  organization  and  adminis¬ 
tration  because  of  sweeping  structural 
changes  made  by  the  1972  General 
Conference. 

The  Publishing  House  reports  ad¬ 
vance  sales  of  the  Discipline  exceeding 
50,000  copies.  The  volume  is  available 
in  a  $3  maroon  edition  or  a  $6  black, 
imitation  leather  edition. 

Caterpillar  Company 
rejects  Women's 
Division  request 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Calif.  (UMI)— 
Stockholders  of  Caterpillar  Tractor 
Company  April  1 1  voted  down  a  pro¬ 
posal  that  their  management  disclose 
detailed  information  on  the  firm’s 
South  Africa  operations,  but  the  num¬ 
ber  voting  in  favor  of  a  disclosure  reso¬ 
lution  showed  what  is  interpreted  as  a 
marked  increase  in  awareness  by 
stockholders  of  the  apartheid  in  South 
Africa. 

The  7  per  cent  favorable  vote  the 
disclosure  resolution  received  is  the 
largest,  so  far  as  is  known,  any  South¬ 
ern  Africa  issue  has  received  in  the 
three  years  that  churches  have  placed 
such  issues  before  corporations. 

The  request  that  the  information  on 
South  Africa  operations  be  provided 
to  each  stockholder  was  made  at  Cater¬ 
pillar’s  annual  meeting  by  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  reso¬ 
lution  —  first  such  corporate  respon¬ 
sibility  resolution  initiated  by  the  Di¬ 
vision  —  was  presented  in  person  by 
Florence  Little,  New  York,  Division 
treasurer. 

Caterpillar  management  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  request  be  refused  and 
held  enough  proxies  to  defeat  the  reso¬ 
lution  by  a  10-1  margin.  But  holders 
of  nearly  4,000,000  of  the  company’s 
577,000,000  shares  agreed  with  the 
church  organization.  The  Women’s 
Division  owns  7,000  shares. 


CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  (UMI)  — 
The  refusal  of  the  Methodist  Hospital 
board  of  directors  in  Pikeville,  Ky.,  to 
recognize  a  union  representing  more 
than  200  of  the  hospital’s  non-profes¬ 
sional  workers,  was  condemned  in  a 
strongly  worded  resolution  approved 
here  April  1 3  by  the  United  Methodist 
Appalachian  Development  Committee 
(ADC). 

The  Committee  also  established  a 
“Striker  Support  Fund”  for  the  work¬ 
ers  and  agreed  to  actively  solicit  volun¬ 
tary  contributions.  Being  mailed  to  all 
United  Methodist  bishops  with  a  cover 
letter  from  ADC  chairman  Dr.  Nor¬ 
man  Klump,  the  resolution  says  the 
board’s  position  is  “in  clear  and  flag¬ 
rant  violation  of  the  Social  Principles 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Social  Principles  “support  the 
right  of  public  and  private  (including 
farm,  government,  institutional  and 
domestic)  employees  and  employers  to 
organize  for  collective  bargaining.” 

The  hospital  workers  went  on  strike 
June  10,  1972  and  more  than  212 
signed  cards  asking  Communications 
Workers  of  America  Local  10317  to 
represent  them.  The  hospital  has  re¬ 
fused  to  negotiate  with  the  union  and 
as  a  non-profit  institution  is  not  re¬ 
quired  to  do  so  by  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Act, 

The  Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  asked  in  the  resolution  to 
“move  agressively”  to  uphold  the  So¬ 
cial  Principles  “by  all  means  at  its  dis¬ 
posal.” 


European  Bishop 
elected  for  life 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Bishop 
Franz  W,  Schaefer  was  elected  unani¬ 
mously  to  a  second  term  as  episcopal 
leader  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Central  and  Southern  Eur¬ 
ope  Central  Conference  when  it  met 
in  late  March  in  Schaffhausen,  Switzer¬ 
land,  according  to  reports  to  United 
Methodist  Information. 

Then  a  short  time  later  in  the  Con¬ 
ference,  the  delegates  balloted  a  second 
time  and,  with  only  six  dissenting 
votes,  elected  the  52-year-old  bishop 
to  life  tenure,  (Unlike  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  in  the  U.  S.  who  are 
elected  for  life,  those  in  Central  Con¬ 
ferences  overseas  can  be  elected  for 
terms  of  varying  number  of  years). 

The  Central  and  Southern  Europe 
Central  Conference  is  one  of  the  more 
diverse  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  extending  from  the  Baltic  Sea 
to  the  Sahara  desert  and  from  the  Rus¬ 
sian  border  to  eastern  France.  Dele¬ 
gates  were  present  from  seven  coun¬ 
tries  —  Algeria,  Austria,  Czechoslova¬ 
kia,  Hungary,  Poland,  Switzerland  and 
Yugoslavia,  There  are  about  39,000 
United  Methodists  in  the  Central  Con¬ 
ference, 

Representing  the  United  Methodists 
Council  of  Bishops  at  the  quadrennial 
Central  Conference  session  at  Schaff¬ 
hausen  was  Bishop  H,  Ellis  Finger, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  Visitors  were  present 
from  Belgium,  Germany,  Sweden  and 
Britain. 


Bishop  Frank  L.  Robertson  and  the 
Kentucky  Conference  are  also  asked 
to  insist  that  the  directors  observe  the 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles.  If 
the  board  refuses,  the  Committee  asks 
the  Kentucky  Conference  to  “declare 
the  total  membership  of  the  present 
hospital  board  vacant  and  that  they  be 
replaced  with  directors  committed  so 
to  bargain;  further  that  the  duly  elected 
hospital  board  members  be  urged  to 
dismiss  the  administrator  and  to  re¬ 
place  him  with  a  person  sensitive  and 
sympathetic  to  effective  bargaining.” 

ITie  Board  of  Global  Ministries  at 
its  recent  meeting  in  St.  Louis  referred 
the  entire  Pikeville  issue  to  its  “Colla¬ 
borative  Staff”  which  represents  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  Nation¬ 
al,  and  Women’s  Divisions. 

The  ADC  asked  the  staff  to  “pro¬ 
ceed  to  assemble  facts  of  the  Pikeville 
strike  situation  and  present  them  to 
the  total  church”,  and  to  “proceed  im¬ 
mediately  to  expedite  negotiations  so 
as  to  settle  the  strike  without  delay 
consistent  with  the  Statement  of  Social 
Principles  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

The  Committee  initiated  a  feasibil¬ 
ity  study  for  economic  development  of 
the  Appalachian  region  and  set  in 
motion  efforts  to  establish  an  “Inter¬ 
state  university”  which  would  be  a  col¬ 
lective  means  for  all  United  Methodist 
institutions  of  higher  education  to  at¬ 
tack  common  problems  of  the  region. 


Conference  site 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)— World  Meth¬ 
odists  will  assemble  for  the  13th  World 
Methodist  Conference  in  late  August, 
1976,  in  Singapore,  it  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lee  F,  Tut¬ 
tle,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.,  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

The  1976  Conference  will  mark  the 
first  time  the  international  Methodist 
family  will  have  gathered  in  the  Third 
World  (Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America), 
Dr.  Tuttle  observed.  All  previous 
quinquennial  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ferences  have  been  held  in  North 
America  (mostly  the  U.  S.),  continen¬ 
tal  Europe  or  Britain. 

Exact  dates  of  the  1976  conclave 
will  be  set  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  Executive  Committee  when 
it  meets  in  Mexico  City  this  summer. 
The  Executive  Committee,  of  which 
Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr.,  Prince¬ 
ton,  N,  J.,  is  chairman,  guides  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  work  of  the  Council  between 
quinquennial  sessions.  It  has  met  in 
Africa  and  the  West  Indies,  as  well  as 
Europe,  England  and  North  America. 

Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder,  Detroit, 
Mich.,  is  chairman  of  the  Program 
Committee  for  the  1976  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference,  The  last  Conference 
was  held  in  Denver,  Colo.,  in  1971. 
t 


t 

NEW  ‘ECUMENICAL  CHURCH’ 

IN  SWEDEN 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  United 
Methodist,  Baptist  and  Swedish  Cove¬ 
nant  members  have  joined  a  new  “ecu¬ 
menical  church”  in  Nykoping,  Sweden. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Arne- Jacob  Kristof- 
fersen.  United  Methodist  news  corres¬ 
pondent  for  Scandinavia,  also  reports 
that  plans  are  going  ahead  for  a  new 
United  Methodist  school  for  youth  and 
adult  education  at  Soltun  in  northern 
Norway  and  that  Norway’s  mission 
secretary  was  in  Liberia  recently  to  lay 
the  foundation  stone  at  a  new  church 
agricultural  center,  Norwegian  Metho¬ 
dists  have  been  helping  Librarians  es¬ 
tablish  the  center. 

Of  the  Nykoping  project,  Dr.  Kris- 
toffersen  said  tWs  would  be  “the  first 
time  three  local  churches  of  different 
denominations  have  gone  together  to 
build  a  church  to  serve  all  three.” 
t 

THREE  SCOUTS  FROM 
TEXAS  CHURCH 
KILLED  IN  TORNADO 

DALLAS,  Tex.  (UMI)  —  Tornados  , 
left  three  young  United  Methodists 
dead,  several  injured  and  scores  of 
others  homeless  in  three  different  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  state  as  a  resiilt  of  a  line 
of  storms  that  struck  Sunday,  April  15. 

Joint  funeral  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  at  Lake  Highlands  United 
Methodist  Church  here  for  three  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church’s  Boy  Scout  Troop 
980  who  died  when  a  100  foot  tall 
pine  tree  was  blown  over  on  their  tent 
during  a  hike  in  Davy  Crockett  Na¬ 
tional  Forest  in  East  Texas.  The  boys 
were  active  in  United  Methodist 
Youth  and  members  of  the  church. 


.  -  .  C  R  1  S  E,s- 

;  ,,  by  Wil^n  O  .Weldon 

In  the  Book  of  Jeremiah, 
Chapter  12,  there  is  a  very, 
searching  &d,  too,  very  helpful 
question.  I  give  it  this  translation: 

;  ,“If  you  have  run  with  men,  and 
-  they  have  made  you  tired,  how 
will  you  do  when  you  run  against 
horses?  If  in  time  of  peace  you 
have  become  weary,  will  you 
do  in  the  time  of  crisis  when  the 
river  Jordan'  is  overflowing?” 
(Verse  5) 

Many  of  us  mptkm  Americans 
have  developed  resources  for  the 
hour  of  crisis  —  but  we  let  down 
when  peace  and  ordinary  times 
come  upon  We  need  to  devel¬ 
op  a  faith,  not  only  for  the  “swel¬ 
ling  of  the  Jordan”  but  also  for 
easier  times. 

To  be  able  to  come  through 
with  a  faith,  strong  and  steady, 
in  the  hour  of  crisis  is  a  grand 
achievement.  But  too  many  de¬ 
pend  upon  some  catastrophe  to 
draw  out  their  best, 

Jamch  Hilton  once  made  this 
strong  statement-  ■  1  he  League  of 
Nations  sickened  and  died  i'lom 
the  deaJlio.st  of  moiiern  diseases 
— popular  approval  without  pri¬ 
vate  faith.7  It  is  no  woud»  that 
many  of  our  dreams  and  hopes 
for  world  brotherhood  have 
crasliLd  to  pieces  m  former  da>s 
— and  will  do  so  again  unless  wc 
undcigird  our  popular  plans  with 
a  private  faith  which  itidves  in 
the  direction  of  goodne^a  and  de- 
j^^tion  for 
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Perry  Bell  (second  from 
left),  Minister-ln-Ttoin- 
ing  at  St.  Luke’s  Church, 
Shreveport,  wears  pulpit 
robe  and  stole  presented 
to  him  recently  by  Bob 
McKee  (right)  on  behalf 
of  members  of  the  church 
as  a  gesture  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  his  year’s  work. 
The  UMYF,  represented 
by  Juli  Gleason  (second 
from  right),  gave  Bell  a 
travel  case  for  the  robe. 
Mrs.  Bell  is  at  left. 
During  the  presentation, 
the  Rev.  James  M.  Poole, 
pastor,  explained  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  stoles. 


t 

The  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry, 
pastor  of  New  Iberia 
First  Church,  with  youth 
of  the  Membership  Class 
received  into  the  church 
Palm  Sunday.  Teachers 
are  Mrs.  Vera  Marcell 
(back  row,  left)  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Voorhies  (back  row, 
right). 


Members  of  the  Aurora 
Church,  New  Orleans, 
Confirmation  Class  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  churCh 
Palm  Sunday.  Dr.  Henry 
A.  Rickey  is  pastor. 

I 


The  girls’  basketball  team  from 
First  Church,  Natchitoches,  took 
the  consolation  prize  in  the  recent 
tournament  sponsored  by  the 
Natchitoches  District  -  United 
Methodist  Men  of  Natchotiches 
First  Church.  Champion  girls’ 
team  was  Logansport;  runner-up 
was  Winnsboro.  The  Rev.  Henry 
C.  Blount,  Jr.  is  pastor  of  First 
Church. 

The  junior  boys’  team  of  Asbury 
Church,  Natchitoches,  shown 
with  the  Rev.  Edgar  D.  Smith 
(back  row,  left),  pastor,  and 
Coach  J.  D.  Garrett  (back  row, 
right),  also  participated  in  the 
tournament,  winning  two  games 
and  losing  two.  The  Asbury 
Church  senior  team  was  tourna¬ 
ment  champion  in  the  boys’  divi¬ 
sion;  Marthaville/Robeline  was 
runner-up. 
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(Memorials  list  continued  from  last  week) 


MRS .  CARL  BOYD 
by  Mrs .  Ed  Shultz 
MRS.  DORA  H.  CROUCH 
by  Charles  W.  McDow 
CHARLIE  GOODGAME 
by  Wm .  D.  Whitley  Family 
CARLOS  ROSS 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Kenneth  Davis 
MRS.  CLARA  KEIFFER 
by  Mrs .  Clyde  Taylor 
by  Methodist  Orphanage  Circle, 
Winnfield,  La. 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  E .  H .  Farr 
MRS.  CARL  BOYCE 
by  Mrs .  James  Griffin  ■ 

MRS.  FLOYD  (Virginia)  DURHAM 
by  Friends  from  Oil  City  UMC 
PAUL  ARD 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hamilton  Don  Bickham 
MRS.  DOROTHY  WOOLARD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Hamilton  Don  Bickham 
MARVIN  G.  McKINNEY,  SR. 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  James  R .  Lee 
MRS.  LAURA  HESTER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  W .  G .  Tudor 
W.  R.  JACKSON,  JR 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  E.  Miller 
DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Gibsland  United  Methodist  Church 
REV.  THURMAN  SPINKS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  R .  Kavanau^ 
by  Mr.  k  Mrs .  Gordon  Hogan 
MARVIN  G.  McKINNEY,  SR, 
by  Mrs .  Guy  Choate  &  Claudie 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Pat  Riordan 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs .  John  A.  Dominick 
&  Family 

DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Galloway 
IDE  CLACK 
by  Irene  Fuller 
MRS.  C.  A.  CHAmAN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Manfred  Gustafson 
DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morgan  Shaffer 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  L.  Moine 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Buddy  Payne 
JIMMY  WHITEHEAD 
by  Gladys  &  Ella  B.  Young 
MARVIN  McKINNEY 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  G .  A .  Kelly 
ROY  COULEY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cecil  Simpson 
ALLEN  B.  GUTHRIE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Stanley  M .  Wyatt 
MRS .  JOHN  M .  BREARD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  Stanley  M.  Wyatt 
MRS .  MATTIE  WILSON 
by  Bro.  &  Mrs .  Paul  Durbin 
GRADY  DAWSON 
by  Bro.  &  Mrs .  Paul  E)urbin 
GRADY  T.  DAWSON 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  L.  C.  Lowrey 
MRS.  G.  H.  PIERSON 
by  C.  W.  Haight  Family 
WILLIAM  REGIONS 
by  Pollock  United  Methodist  Church 
MRS.  GEORGIE  E.  WEBB 
by  John  Miller  &.  Johnny  Muckleroy,  Jr 
MRS.  C.  A.  CHAPMAN 
by  John  Miller  &  Johnny  Muckleroy,  Jr 
MARVIN  McKINNEY 
by  Mrs.  Beulah  A,  Thomas 


J.  P.  FULLER 
by  Mrs .  Beulah  A .  Thomas 
LOUIS  MATHIS 
by  Mrs  .  W.  J.  Pierson,  Sr. 

JOHN  HAWKINS 

by  Beatrice  Hoon  &  X.O.  Region 
DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mrs.  Eula  Leslie  &  Mrs.  W. 

D.  Harrison 

MRS.  CLARA  1.  DELEE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Riares 
MRS.  NANCY  McCURRY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Phil  Collins 
GRADY  T.  DAWSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Riil  Collins 
DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mattie  Levins 
MRS.  CLARA  MONROE 
by  Mrs.  H.  P.  Wilson 
GRADY  T.  DAWSON 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  R .  D .  Young 
REV.  THURMAN  SPINKS 
by  Daisy  Hendricks  Sunday  School 
Class,  Summer  Grove  UMC, 
Shreveport 

MARVIN  G.  McKINNEY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kelly  L.  Peterson,  Sr. 
GRADY  DAWSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Jim  Strahan 
MRS.  RICHARD  M.  TROY 
by  Mrs  .  J.  Noland  Harvey,  Sr. 

LOUIE  MATHIS 
by  Mrs .  S .  N .  Camp 
MRS.  BARBARA  COHN 
by  Judith  &  W.  D.  Ballard 
MRS.  MAMIE  B.  WYCHE 
hy  Miss  Norma  L.  Pitts 
REV.  THURMAN  SPINKS 
by  R.  B.  fit  Sarah  Vining 
GASWAY  GERMAN 
by  Mr.  fit  Mrs.  E.  L.  Richardson, 
Barbara,  Mike  fit  Mark 
J.  RUEL  BOONE 

by  Mr. fit  Mrs.  E.  L.  Richardson, 
Barbara,  Mike  fit  Mark 
MRS.  CHARLES  WILLIAMS 
by  Mr.  fit  Mrs.  E.  L.  Richardson, 
Barbara,  Mike  fit  Mark 
KENNY  NICHOLS 
by  Mr.  fit  Mrs.  E.  L.  Richardson, 
Barbara,  Mike  fit  Mark 
MRS.  W.  M.  KNOTT 
by  Mr.  fit  Mrs.  E.  L.  Richardson, 
Barbara,  Mike  St  Mark 
MRS.  NEIL  WOOD 
by  Mr.  fit  Mrs .  E.  L.  Richardson. 
Barbara,  Mike  fit  Mark 
MRS .  CARRIE  LEE  MERRITT 
by  Mary  Breazeale 


(To  be  continued) 


$15,000-$30,000  YEAR  PROFIT  POTEN¬ 
TIAL  Send  $2.00  for  book,  "Raising 
Rabbits  for  Us.’’  Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  back. 

RABBIT  RANCHERS  OF  AMERICA 
Box  118-LM  Braman,  Oklahoma  74632 


AT  THE 


OF  RUSTON 


MAXWELL'S  RESTAURANT 

Serving  Buffet  Each  Sunday 
After  Church  -  Noon 


John  Maxwell 
Your  Host  and 
Innkeeper 


Interstate  20 


Joey  Lobell  (left),  chairman  of 
the  Work  Area  of  Evangelism  at 
First  Church,  Denham  Springs, 
with  coordinators  of  recent  Lay 
Witness  Mission  held  there, 
Brogan  Price  (center)  of  Meridian, 
Miss,  and  Ed  Moreheod  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Miss.  The  Rev.  Carey  Mar¬ 
tin  is  pastor  of  First  Church. 


A  morning  worship  service  in  the 
Denham  Springs  high  school  gym 
concluded  the  Lay  Witness  Mis¬ 
sion  hosted  by  First  Church. 
Speakers  at  the  service  were 
William  Knight  of  Jennings  and 
Brogan  Price. 


EARN  UP  TO  $750  PER  MONTH 

U.S.  POSTAGE 

STAMP  MACHINES 

•  Highest  Return  on  Your  Capital  •  NO  Selling  .  Manage  Your  Own  Business 
We  Obtain  Your  Locations.  Minimum  Cash  Investment  Of 
$1,595.00  —  up  to  $5,000.00  Secured  By  Equipment 
Planter's  Peanut  and  Welch's  Juice  routes  also  available  from  $495  up 
•  WOMEN  OR  MEN  •  ANY  AOE  •  PART  TIME,  approximately  Thrs.  per  month 
•  NO  OVERHEAD  •  DEPRESSION  PROOF  •  REPEAT  INCOME 
New  Distributorships  Still  Available  In  Many  Areas  Throughout  This  State 
Send  References  I  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  INC.  Dept.  B. 

Name.  Address  and  I  300  Intarstit*  North,  N.W.  /  Atlanta,  Georgia  30339 
Phone  No.  to:  |  Interstate  1-75  and  1-285 
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1030  Convention  Street 
P.  0.  Box  2951 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 


Mark  A.  Lower 

Executive  Director 


Mark  Tullos 

Associate  Director 


Bob  Anderson 

Associate  Executive 
Director 


Thirtieth  Anniversary  meeting 


LMCF  trustees  elect  officers; 


begin  ‘100  Club’ 


Recently-elected  officers  of  the  trustees  of  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation  (LMCF)  are  (standing  from  left)  E.  M. 
Althar  of  Shreveport,  first  vice-president;  the  Rev.  William  P. 
Fraser,  Hammond  district  superintendent,  president;  Hamlet 
D.  May  of  Baton  Rouge,  treasurer.  Seated  are  Kathryn  Car¬ 
penter  of  Alexandria,  secretary;  and  Mark  Lower,  executive 
director  of  LMCF. 


MY  ANSWER 

by  Billy  Graham 

I  have  some  friends  who  drink  wine 
with  their  meals,  and  others  who  take 
an  occasional  cocktail.  I  would  like  to 
know  what  the  Bible  teaches  about  the 
consumption  of  alcohol.  The  Scripture 
speaks  of  “wine  that  maketh  glad  the 
heart  of  man.”  Please  give  me  your 
thoughts  on  this.  We  don’t  want  to 
disomy  the  Lord,  nor  do  we  want  to 
be  unnecessarily  puritanical. — ^W.  J. 

THERE  IS  NO  ONE  statement  of 
Scripture  that  settles  this  much-debated 
question.  Considering  the  whole  spec¬ 
trum  of  Bible  truth,  however,  an  opin¬ 
ion  can  be  formulated. 

Without  question,  the  excessive  use 
of  wine,  or  any  alcoholic  beverage,  is 
denounced  by  the  Bible.  “Wine  is  a 
mocker,  strong  drink  is  raging;  and 
whoever  is  deceived  thereby  is  not 
wise.”  (Proverbs  20:1) 

Yet,  like  your  quote  from  the  104th 
Psalm,  there  are  references  to  wine 
that  admit  of  some  useful  purpose. 
One  such  case  is  the  advice  of  Paul 
to  Timothy,  where  wine’s  medicinal 
use  was  helpful  for  a  stomach  disorder. 

One  of  the  reasons  I  am  a  teetotaler 
is  because  alcohol  is  such  a  terrible 
problem  in  this  country.  It’s  making 
invalids  out  of  millions,  and  we  have 
to  deal  with  it.  In  fact,  HEW  has  re¬ 
cently  announced  that  it  is  probably 
the  most  dangerous  drug  in  America 
today. 

The  best  motivation  to  stay  away 
from  alcohol  is  the  rationale  of  Paul 
in  Ephesians  5:18.  He  reasons  that 
since  with  wine  “many  evils  lie  along 


NO  INHERENT  RIGHT 

“There  is  no  inherent  right  in,  a  citi¬ 
zen  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  by  re¬ 
tail.  As  it  is  a  business  attended  with 
danger  to  the  community,  it  may,  as 
already  said,  be  entirely  prohibited,  or 
be  permitted  under  such  conditions  as 
will  limit  to  the  utmost  its  evils.  The 
maimer  and  extent  of  regulation  rests 
in  the  discretion  of  the  governing  au¬ 
thority.” — U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  Crow¬ 
ley  V.  Christianson  (137  U.S.  86) 


The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  (LMCF).  in  the  recent 
30th  anniversary  meeting  of  its  trustees 
in  Alexandria,  elected  new  officers, 
launched  a  “100  Club”  givers  cam¬ 
paign,  named  two  new  trustees,  and 
presented  certificates  of  appreciation 
to  several  distinguished  Louisianians 
who  have  rendered  special  service  to 
the  foundation. 

Named  president  of  the  trustees  was 
the  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Hammond  dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Two  laymen,  E.  M.  Althar,  a  re¬ 
tired  businessman  from  Shreveport^ 
and  Herschel  C.  Pettus,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation,  were  elected  first  and  second 
vice-presidents  respectively, 

Kathryn  Carpenter  of  Alexandria 
was  named  secretary  and  Hamlet  D. 
May  of  Baton  Rouge  was  elected 
treasurer. 

A  new  promotion  called  the  “100 
Club”  was  launched  as  a  means  of 
gaining  added  revenue.  The  foundation 
expects  to  enlist  at  least  100  persons 
who  will  pledge  $100  this  year  to  the 
organization’s  program.  Mark  Lower, 
state  director  of  the  foundation,  an¬ 
nounced  at  the  meeting  that  all  staff 
members  had  already  signed  pledges. 


New  trustees,  named  to  replace 
those  who  rotated  off,  are  Carl  Hud¬ 
son,  Bunkie  pastor,  and  Harold  C.  Ab¬ 
bott,  Shreveport  businessman. 

Certificates  of  appreciation  for 
many  years  of  service  rendered  were 
presented  to  H.  C.  “Buzz”  Abbott, 
Shreveport  businessman,  and  Mark 
Lower.  Mr.  Abbott  served  the  LMCF 
for  nine  years  as  president  of  its  trust¬ 
ees  and  Lower  marked  his  22nd  year 
as  head  of  the  organization. 

Foundation  leaders  also  presented 
the  Foundation  Singers,  a  nine-mem¬ 
ber  ensemble  of  college  singers,  under 
the  direction  of  Mark  Tullos,  a  foun¬ 
dation  staff  member.  Announcement 
was  made  that  the  singers  had  already 
scheduled  200  engagements  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  high  schools  and  parochial  and 
private  schools  in  the  next  school  ses¬ 
sion.  The  Foundation  Singers,  Lower 
said,  are  reaching  school  kids  in  all 
age  groups  with  their  singing  messages 
against  drugs  and  alcohol. 

The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  is  a  non-sectarian  organi¬ 
zation  dedicated  to  helping  youth  in 
the  drug  battle  and  alerting  the  state 
in  moral  and  civic  matters  that  might 
erode  character.  Most  religious  de¬ 
nominations  in  the  state  support  LM¬ 
CF. 


WHO^S  WHO  In  Law  Enforcement 


Sgt.  Clinton  R.  Lee,  a  veteran  of  16 
years  with  the  Baton  Rouge  City  Po¬ 
lice  Department,  epitomizes  the  quali¬ 
ties  that  make  a  good  law  enforcement 
officer.  He  is  quiet,  soft  spoken,  high¬ 
ly  skilled  and  has  a  deep  concern  for 
the  people  he  works  with.  Yet,  he  is 
firm  and  forceful  when  the  occasion 
arises.  This  trait  has  made  Sgt.  Lee  an 
outstanding  officer  in  the  juvenile  di¬ 
vision  for  the  past  12  years. 

Sgt.  Lee  is  deeply  concerned  over 
the  increasing  drug  traffic  in  the  par¬ 
ish,  and  especially  the  dangers  it  pre¬ 
sents  to  young  people.  Over  the  past 

that  path,”  the  much  better  exhilara¬ 
tion  comes  when  one  is  “filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  controlled  by 
Him.” 

Here’s  my  conclusion.  The  Bible 
seems  to  be  telling  us  that  there’s 
nothing  to  really  satisfy  man’s  deepest 
needs  in  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  indeed 
danger  awaits  every  user;  but  in  the 
world  of  the  spirit,  the  liberating  last¬ 
ing  kind  of  joy  is  guaranteed. 


few  years  he  has  appeared  before  many 
groups  showing  films  and  slides  on 
abuse,  not  as  part  of  his  job,  but  on 
his  off  duty  hours  because  he  is  a  con¬ 
cerned  parent  and  citizen.  He  has  also 
worked  as  a  part  of  LMCPs  team  for 


the  past  several  years  and  has  added 
much  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  Foun¬ 
dation’s  work  in  the  schools. 

LMCF  is  privileged  to  meet  and 
work  with  many  fine,  dedicated  Chris¬ 
tian  law  officers  throughout  the  state. 


Sgt.  Clinton  R.  Lee, 
Baton  Rouge  city  police¬ 
man  and  a  member  of 
LMCF,  works  with  youth 
in  area  schools. 


PAGE  TWELVE 


APRIL  26,  1973 


Dr.  Marney 


Dr.  Hayes 


LIBRARY 

CENTENARY  CCXJ^GB 
STOEVEPORT,  LA. 

NOT  TO  BE  TAKEN  OUT 


Dr.  Ratjen 


Bishop  Crutchfield 


Pastors’  School  scheduled  for 
July  l‘August  1  in  Shreveport 


The  Rev. 'Howard  L.  Milo  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Staff 
has  announced  July  30-August  1,  1973 
as  the  dates  for  the  annual  “Pastor’s 
School”  for  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  three- 
day  event  will  be  held  on  the  campus  of 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  resi¬ 
dent  bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
annual  “Bishop’s  Banquet”  scheduled 
for  Wednesday  evening,  July  31  at  the 
college. 

Discussion  leaders  for  the  program 
will  be  Dr.  Bruce  D.  Rahtjen,  associ¬ 


ate  professor  of  Biblical  Tlieology  at 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  Dr.  Rahtjen’s  field  is  Bib¬ 
lical  Studies. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Hayes,  Sr.,  president 
of  Wiley  College  at  Marshall,  Tex., 
will  be  another  of  the  discussion  lead¬ 
ers,  as  well  as  Dr.  Carlyle  Marney,  di¬ 
rector  of  Interpreters’  House,  an  ecu¬ 
menical  center  of  study  and  work  at 
Lambuth  Inn,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  Car. 

Registration  begins  at  10  a.m.,  Mon¬ 
day,  July  30,  with  the  first  session  to 
begin  at  2  p.m.  The  School  will  end 
at  noon,  Thursday,  August  1. 
t 


BELOW;  Participants  in  recent  dedication  of  Montpelier  United  Methodist 
Church.  (From  left)  Trustees  Herbert  H.  George,  Sr.,  Newman  Williams 
and  H.  E.  Watson,  Sr.;  the  Rev.  A.  Bray  Sibley,  pastor;  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield;  the  Rev.  William  Fraser,  Hammond  District  superintendent. 
The  new  sanctuary  was  erected  on  land  donated  by  heirs  of  the  F.  W. 
Reimer  family  adjacent  to  the  property  on  which  former  sanctuary  was 
built  in  1906  and  served  until  1968. 


IrOTTi,  vn  IHOdSASHHS 
*  XaiBjqn  aSsiioo 

Q^O  Ad 

Lthe 

ouisiam 

(Detho6ist 

25th  YEAR  THURSDAY,  MAY  3,  1973  NO.  18 


Governor  Edwards 
to  address 
Annual  Conference 

The  Honorable  Edwin  W.  Edwards, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
will  speak  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  session  at  3  p.m.,  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  30,  1973.  The  Session,  which 
will  be  held  in  the  Physical  Education 
Center  at  Centenary  College,  in 
Shreveport,  will  be  presided  over  by 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  resident 
Bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Area  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

This  is  the  first  Annual  Conference 
session  in  Louisiana  to  be  headed  by 
Bishop  Crutchfield,  and  will  be  his 
first  experience  as  presiding  officer  at 
any  Annual  Conference  session. 

Tn  addition  to  the  speech  by  Gover¬ 
nor  Edwards,  other  events  on  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  program  include  a 
special  celebration  Monday  evening. 
May  28,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  recognition 
of  the  leadership  of  the  new  bishop. 

Tuesday  night.  May  29,  Bishop  Ed¬ 
ward  G.  Carroll  of  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  resident  bishop  of  the  Boston 
Area  will  preach  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the 
Hour  of  Evangelism  at  First  United 


Gov.  Edwards 


Methodist  Church,  Shreveport. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  will  preside  at 
the  ordination  ceremonies  Wednesday 
evening.  May  30,  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  Annual  Conference  Session  will 
climax  Thursday,  May  31,  at  11:30 
a.m.  with  the  reading  of  the  pastoral 
appointments  and  a  service  of  Holy 
communion.  Adjournment  will  take 
place  at  noon  on  Thursday. 


Taking  part  in  consecration-dedication  service  at  First  Church,  Pineville, 
Sunday  night,  April  15  (from  left)  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Walton,  pastor.  Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  Alexandria  District  superinten¬ 
dent,  and  Jack  Stehr,  chairman  of  the  building  committee  for  $145,000 
education  building  which  was  consecrated.  (Town  Talk  Photo) 


Leading  5,000  participants  in  the  recent  March  for  Christ  sponsored  by  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  are  the  Rev.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  president  of  the  Federation  and  pastor  of  First  Church,  New 
Orleans;  Archbishop  Philip  M.  Hannan  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese 
of  New  Orleans;  and  the  Rev.  William  G.  Gaines  of  the  Eastern  Orthodox 
Faith.  Dr.  John  Bayliss,  chairman  of  Key  73  for  New  Orleans,  is  at  right 
in  the  second  row.  Methodists  played  a  significant  role  in  the  march, 
called  by  newscasters  "the  most  broad-based  religious  event  in  memory.” 


Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  chairman  of  the 
Special  Study  Committee  on  the 
future  of  the  Methodist  Home  Hos¬ 
pital,  New  Orleans,  reports  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  at  their  recent 
meeting.  The  Board  voted  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  service  for  abused  and 
neglected  children  and  an  auxiliary 
program  for  teenage  girls  who  need 
to  be  removed  from  their  home  en¬ 
vironment.  The  Board  also  voted 
to  phase  out  the  Maternity  Home 
and  Adoption  Program.  Dr.  Harper 
will  present  these  recommendations 
to  the  Annual  Conference  for  ap¬ 
proval. 


REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 

Rev.  R.  H.  Staples,  76,  of  Winn- 
field,  died  Thursday,  April  26  at  High¬ 
land  Hospital,  in  Shreveport  following 
a  short  illness. 

A  native  of  Castor,  Rev.  Staples  had 
resided  in  Winnfield  for  the  past  six 
or  eight  months.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Conference  and  had 
been  a  Methodist  minister  for  45  years, 
serving  in  the  Winnfield  circuit,  Mar¬ 
ion,  Choudrant,  Trout,  Coushatta,  New 
Iberia,  West  Monroe,  Bastrop,  Winn¬ 
field  and  Castor. 

Rev.  Staples  retired  after  serving 
in  Winnfield  but  then  served  in  Castor 
at  Castor  Methodist  Church  for  10 
years  before  he  moved  back  to  Winn- 
held  the  second  time. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Founda¬ 
tion. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at 
Castor  United  Methodist  Church  with 
the  Rev,  Fred  Flurry,  the  Rev.  John 
Sewell,  the  Rev.  Ed  Thomas  and  the 
Rev.  James  D.  Harris,  officiating.  Bur¬ 
ial  was  in  Old  Castor  Cemetery. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Mrs.  R. 
H.  Staples  of  Winnfield;  a  daughter, 
Mrs.  Myrna  Rickerson  of  Alexandria; 
and  a  sister,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Hamm  Sr., 
of  Shreveport, 

Honorary  pallbearers  were  ministers 
of  the  United  Methodist  Conference. 


Bishop  and  Mis.  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field  at  the  Board  of  Directors 
luncheon. 


The  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Home  Hospital  for  the 
past  nine  years,  is  returning  to  the 
pastorate.  His  successor  has  not 
yet  been  named. 
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MRS.  CHANEY  B.  MORSE 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  A  funeral 
service  for  Mrs.  Chaney  B.  Morse, 
superintendent  of  Sager-Brown  School, 
Baldwin,  La.,  was  held  April  25  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baldwin.  Mrs.  Morse  died  April  21. 

Prior  to  becoming  superintendent, 
Mrs.  Morse  had  been  a  teacher  for 
several  years  on  the  Sager-Brown 
faculty.  The  elementary  school,  with 
an  enrollment  of  116,  serves  principal¬ 
ly  black  children  and  is  one  of  nine 
elementary  and  secondary  schools  re¬ 
lated  to  the  National  Division,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mrs.  Morse  attended  Sager-Brown 


Matheny  on 
Prayer  Breakfast 
Comm  ittee 

Tom  H.  Matheny,  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Lay  Leader  and  Hammond  at¬ 
torney,  has  been  invited  by  Louisiana’s 
Gov.  Edwin  W.  Edwards  to  be  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Sponsoring  Committee  for 
the  aimual  Governor’s  Prayer  Break¬ 
fast  set  for  Tuesday  morning.  May  15, 
at  the  Capitol  House  Hotel  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

This  will  be  the  ninth  annual  event 
of  this  kind.  Louisiana  constitutional 
officers,  members  of  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature,  Supreme  Court  members  and 
professional  lea:ders  of  the  state  are  in¬ 
vited  to  this  breakfast.  The  purpose, 
according  to  Gov.  Edwards,  “is  a  state¬ 
wide  observation  held  in  the  early  days 
of  our  legislative  session  in  the  desire 
to  help  strengthen  the  moral  fiber  of 
the  people  under  God’s  leadership.” 

The  main  role  of  the  committee,  of 
which  Mr.  Matheny  is  a  member,  is 
one  of  sponsorship  and  permits  the 
members  to  express  their  interest  in 
strengthening  this  state  under  God. 

The  breakfast  is  a  dutch  treat  af- 
faif.  Mr.  Matheny  has  been  a  member 
of  this  Committee  since  its  inception 
eight  years  ago. 

H- 


School  as  a  child  and  later  attended 
Rust  College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss., 
from  which  she  was  graduated  with  a 
bachelor’s  degree.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Surviving  are  her  mother,  Mrs.  El- 
nora  Bernard,  Baldwin;  a  daughter, 
Mrs.  Marvelene  Collins,  Washington, 
D.C.;  a  son,  Sidney  Ronald  Prevost, 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  two  sisters,  Miss 
Mildred  Bernard,  Baldwin,  and  Mrs. 
Hannah  Clayton,  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
and  two  grandchildren. 


Dr.  Dana  Dawson  (right),  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  presents 
two  checks  totalling  $10,000  to  Dr. 
Douglas  McGuire,  Baton  Rouge  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  One  $5,000 
check  is  the  First  Church  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  Southern  University 
Wesley  Foundation  Building  Fund, 
the  other  First  Church’s  share  of 
underwriting  Campus  Ministry  pro¬ 
grams  at  Southern  and  LSU. 

t 

Hammond  D.  S. 
new  LMCF 
president 

The  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Hammond  District  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  the  Louisizma  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation  (LMCF)  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  trustees  in  Alexandria, 

Two  laymen,  E.  M.  Althar,  a  retired 
businessman  from  Shreveport,  and  Her- 
schel  C.  Pettus  of  Pineville,  were 
named  first  and  second  vice  presidents 
respectively.  ' 

Kathryn  Carpenter  of  Alexandria 
was  named  secretary  and  Hamlet  D. 
May  of  Baton  Rouge  was  elected  treas¬ 
urer. 
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Dr.  T.  Waldo  Morgan 
(center),  chairman  of 
Denham  Springs  First 
Church  Trustees,  re¬ 
ceives  $116,560.97  in¬ 
surance  check  from  Bill 
Sperry  (left)  of  Odom 
Insurance  Agency.  The 
check  will  cover  only 
half  of  the  replacement 
cost  of  sanctuary  des¬ 
troyed  in  Jan.  13  fire. 
Trustee  .V.  L.  Holland  is 
at  right. 


Joe  Jackson,  chairman  of 
Denham  Springs  First 
Church  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  views  machine 
ready  to  demolish  old 
sanctuary.  Construction 
on  new  sanctuary  will 
begin  in  June. 
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(With  the  approach  of  the  National  Family  Week  observ¬ 
ance  during  the  May  6-13  period,  we  present  the  following 
findings  of  Religious  News  Service  writer,  Tammy  Tanaka, 
who  has  engaged  in  extensive  research  among  various 
religious  groups  in  an  effort  to  discover  what  is  occurring 
in  the  area  of  American  family  and  home  life.) 


What’s 
T 

JL  he  media  today  are  flooded 
with  articles  heralding  the  gloomy 
news  joyful  to  some)  that  the 
“traditional”  American  family 
and  home  life  is  dead.  Or  most 
certainly  dying. 

You  don’t  hear  much  about 
“family  togetherness”  these  days. 

What  you  hear  now  are  dire  fore¬ 
casts  —  or  happy  anticipations — 
of  “serial  marriage,”  “group  mar¬ 
riages,”  “extended  family  com¬ 
munes,”  or  “marriage-by  con¬ 
tract”  renewable  every  three 
years.  Even  “swapped  families” 
like  the  left-handed  pitchers  of 
the  New  York  Yankees  baseball 
team. 

Vei7  little  is  said  about  the 
traditional  “made-to-last”  family 
composed  of  mother,  father,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  perhaps  close  relatives. 

Even  less  is  said  about  “home,” 

—  that  mysterious  combination 
of  individuals,  things  and  spirit 
which  results  in  what  religions 
throughout  the  ages  have  called 
a  “sanctuary  dedicated  to  God 
for  the  exaltation  of  the  family.” 

Is  the  “traditional”  American 
family  and  home  life  really  dis¬ 
appearing?  If  so,  what  is  being 
done,  especially  by  the  religious 
community,  to  preserve  it?  Is  it 
worth  preserving?  What  is  a  fam¬ 
ily  and  home  life  for,  anyway? 


Happening  to 

Scholars  and  religious  leaders 
may  have  opposing  opinions  as 
to  the  future  of  family  life,  but 
they  agree  that  family  life  of 
some  kind  is  essential.  They  also 
agree  that  the  family  today  is 
being  tom  by  unprecedented 
strains  from  “outside  forces.” 

“We’ve  had  a  lot  of  experi¬ 
ments  in  history  of  trying  to  get 
rid  of  the  family  and  they  have 
never  worked,”  anthropologist 
Margaret  Mead  told  a  meeting  of 
the  Christian  Family  Movement 
at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y. 

“And  I  don’t  think  we  are  go¬ 
ing  to  get  rid  of  it  in  our  life¬ 
time,”  she  said.  “But  we  can 
make  an  awful  mess  of  it  —  as 
We  are  at  present.” 

Sociologist  Alvin  Toffler  says 
the  family  has  been  described  as 
the  “giant  shock  absorber”  of  so¬ 
ciety  —  “the  place  to  which  the 
bruised  and  battered  individual 
returns  after  doing  battle  with 
the  world,  the  one  stable  point  in 
an  increasingly  flux-filled  en¬ 
vironment.” 

But  now,  the  “shock  absorber” 
itself  is  being  “shocked.” 

Religion  leaders  say  that  ideal- 
!;y,  the  home  should  be  a  sanc¬ 
tuary  where  abides  the  love  of 
G'^d.  It  should  be  a  place  where 
family  members,  sustained  by  the 


'Code  of  Human  Relations' 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y.  (RNS)  — 
A  “Code  of  Human  Relations” 
has  been  formulated  by  the  In¬ 
ter-High  School  Student  Council 
here  to  serve  as  a  guideline  for 
students,  teachers,  parents  “and 
all  Americans.” 

The  code  was  adopted  by  the 
Council  and  presented  to  the 
Buffalo  Board  of  Education. 

“The  practice  of  these  ‘Ten 
Commandments  of  Human  Re¬ 
lations’  will  guarantee  our  human 
rights  through  the  exercise  of  our 
human  responsibilities,”  the 
council  said. 

Qualities  cited  in  the  code  as 
important  in  building  good  hum¬ 
an  relations  include  respect,  ac¬ 
ceptance,  understanding,  pa¬ 
tience,  responsibility,  trust,  hon¬ 
esty,  dignity,  friendship  and  love. 

TTie  text  of  the  code  reads: 

“Respect:  Respect  yourself, 
and  treat  others  with  the  respect 
that  you  would  desire  for  your¬ 
self.  Respect  and  value  differen¬ 
ces  in  other  people. 

“Acceptance:  Accept  other 
people  for  what  they  are.  Ac¬ 
cept  them  as  individuals  and  not 
as  a  member  of  a  group. 

“Understanding:  Have  empathy 


for  those  whose  beliefs  or  prac¬ 
tices  differ  or  conflict  with  one’s 
own.  Allow  for  differences.  Be 
open-minded.  Try  to  understand 
the  other  person’s  pK)int  of  view. 
‘Walk  a  mile  in  his  shoes.’ 

“Patience:  Bear  problems  and 
difficulties  calmly  and  without 
complaint.  Be  not  hasty  or  im¬ 
petuous  in  judging  others. 

“Responsibility:  Answer  for 
your  own  conduct  and  obliga¬ 
tions.  Don’t  always  blame  others. 
Look  to  yourself. 

“Trust:  Act  in  such  a  way  that 
others  can  rely  on  your  character 
and  truthfulness.  Place  confi¬ 
dence  and  hope  in  others. 

“Honesty:  Be  truthful  with 
others.  Be  fair  and  straightfor¬ 
ward  in  your  conduct,  but  be 
sensitive  to  other  people’s  feel¬ 
ings. 

“Dignity:  Have  pride  in  your¬ 
self.  Earn  the  respect  of  others 
by  being  a  worthy  person. 

“Friendship:  To  have  a  friend, 
be  a  friend.  Hold  out  your  hand 
to  others,  regardless  of  their  race, 
creed  or  national  origin. 

“Love:  What  the  world  needs 
is  love.  All  the  rest  will  follow.” 
t 


the  American  Family? 


Spirit  of  God,  give  one  another 
love  and  encouragement  to  help 
one  another  grow.  But  few  fami¬ 
lies  have  established  this  ideal. 

My  research  and  interviews 
with  spokesmen  of  major  relig¬ 
ious  faiths  show  that  the  deter¬ 
ioration  of  home  life  in  America 
is  becoming  an  increasing  focus 
of  concern. 

Most  religious  groups  are  giv¬ 
ing  increasing  attention  to 
strengthening  home  life,  and  are 
developing  or  expanding  pro¬ 
grams  designed  to  increase  fam¬ 
ily  unity. 

The  “marriage  encounter” 
movement  appears  to  be  gaining 
popularity  among  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics  and  Protestants. 

Father  William  Young  of  the 
Christian  and  Family  Develop¬ 
ment  Office  of  the  New  York 
Catholic  archdiocese  noted  that 
while  the  “marriage  encounters” 
are  primarily  aimed  at  develop¬ 
ing  deeper  commitment  between 
husband  and  wife  through  the 
power  of  God  —  the  ultimate  re¬ 
sult  hopefully  is  the  spiritual  en¬ 
richment  and  improved  relation¬ 
ship  of  the  entire  family. 

Among  Protestants,  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  for  example, 
recently  launched  a  “Family  En¬ 
richment  Weekend”  program  as  a 
“means  of  discovering  family 
potentials.” 

An  extension  of  the  “Marriage 
Enrichment”  program,  it  is 
structured  for  all  families,  includ¬ 
ing  those  having  only  “one  par- 
ent,” 

Many  Jewish  agencies,  includ¬ 
ing  B’nai  B’rith,  have  also 
launched  “family  institutes”  and 
weekend  programs  to  enhance 
family  unity  and  spirituality. 
There  is  also  renewed  emphasis 
among  Jewish  faiths  to  observe 
the  Sabbath. 

Dr.  Gladys  Rosen,  a  program 
specialist  for  the  American  Jew¬ 


ish  Committee,  said  the  Jewish 
community  has  always  been  con¬ 
cerned  with  family  unity.  But 
with  the  attack  on  the  family  from 
all  sides  by  the  “counter  culture,” 
there  is  even  more  of  a  concerted 
effort  by  all  Jewish  agencies  to 
focus  on  family  enrichment,”  she 
said. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  (Mormon) 
has  an  on-going  weekly  “Family 
Home  Evening”  program  which 
is  widely  recognized  as  one  of 
the  best  in  the  nation. 

“Family  Home  Evenings,”  de¬ 
signed  to  be  held  every  Monday 
in  Mormon  homes  around  the 
world,  seek  to  provide  “positive 
family  experiences”  and  fun 
which  will  “fill  our  souls  with  the 
things  of  God”  —  and  help  make 
the  home  “a  sanctuary  from  evil 
and  a  source  of  strength”  to  each 
of  its  members. 

Each  year.  Mormon  Church 
headquarters  in  Salt  Lake  City 
issues  a  thick  manual  containing 
suggested  guidelines  and  themes 
for  family  home  evenings.  The 
1973  manual  lists  activities  under 
four  major  goals:  “Commitment 
to  be  a  good  member  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  commitment  to  live  as  a  child 
of  our  Heavenly  Father,  commit¬ 
ment  to  remember  Christ,  com¬ 
mitment  to  seek  the  Holy  Ghost.” 

Will  these  attempts  by  relig¬ 
ious  groups  to  strengthen  home 
life  be  successful  in  the  long  run? 
How  much  more  effort  must  be 
exerted  by  the  religious  commun¬ 
ity  en  masse  to  “turn  the  tide” 
and  re-channel  American  family 
life  into  a  more  spiritual  direc¬ 
tion? 

AvaDable  evidence  indicates 
that  religion’s  challenge  is  great. 
But  certainly  not  impossible.  As 
one  clergyman  said:  “With  God, 
anything  is  possible.” 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION  ' 


by  doris  woolard 


Private  schools  and  other  institutions  operated  for 
public  benefit  by  religious  groups  would  be  seriously 
threatened  if  tax  exemptions  on  charitable  donations 
are  further  reduced,  Roland  R.  Hegstad,  editor  of 
Liberty  magazine,  told  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Hegsted  cited  the 
Seventh-day  Adventists’  Loma  Linda  University  as 
an  example.  The  Adventist  editor  testified  that  if 
there  is  any  material  reduction  in  the  income,  es¬ 
tate,  and  gift  tax  incentives,  “the  programs  of  the 
university  to  meet  education,  medical,  and  health 
needs  locally,  nationwide,  and  worldwide  —  even 
its  research  programs  on  heart  disease  and  cancer — 
would  be  in  serious  jeopardy.” 

The  Tennessee  Senate  has  voted  to  restrict 
evolution  to  a  “theory”  in  textbooks  designed 
for  public  schools  and  colleges.  With  a  vote  of 
28  to  1,  the  Senate  said  books  dealing  with 
human  origins  should  give  “commensurate  at¬ 
tention  to,  and  an  equal  amount  of  emphasis 
on,  the  origins  and  creation  of  man,”  including 
Genesis  from  the  Bible.  Speedy  approval  of  the 
measure  was  expected  in  the  House.  Fifty  years 
ago  the  teacher,  John  T.  Scopes  was  convicted 
and  fined  $100  for  teaching  evolution  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  state’s  so-called  “monkey  law.” 

Non-Muslim  religious  minorities  have  been  given 
seven  of  495  seats  in  four  provincial  assemblies,  un¬ 
der  Pakistan’s  new  constitution.  The  minorities,  in 
order  of  size,  are  the  Christians,  Hindus,  Sikhs, 
Buddhists  and  Parsis.  The  constitution  requires  that 
both  the  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  be  Mus¬ 
lim.  Minorities,  especially  Christians,  have  been 
troubled  by  the  recent  so-called  “Islamization”  of 
schools  and  curricula.  The  literacy  level  among 
Christians  is  reported  to  be  generally  higher  than  the 
“20  per  cent”  for  the  nation  at  large.  Now  that  mi¬ 
norities  are  assured  representation  in  assemblies, 
Christians  hope  to  protect  their  interests  by  consti¬ 
tutional  means. 

Dr.  Martin  Marty,  widely  known  church  his¬ 
torian  who  teaches  at  the  University  of  Chicago, 
named  in  an  interview  some  Protestant  groups 
that  are  not  growing,  Congregationalist,  Epis¬ 
copalians,  Presbyterians  and  American  Bap¬ 
tists.  He  said  these  groups  are  “thinly  spread 
everywhere  and  lack  a  dominant  region.  On  the 
other  hand.  Dr.  Marty  added.  Southern  Baptists 
and  some  regions  of  the  United  Methodists  and 
Lutherans  have  “turf.” 

An  interreligious  “summit”  meeting  that,  according 
to  observers,  may  become  Ireland’s  most  significant 
ecumenical  event  to  date  is  expected  to  be  held  in 
Dublin  in  late  September.  Matters  of  mutual  con¬ 
cern  will  be  discussed  by  leaders  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  the  Church  of  Ireland  (Anglican), 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Ireland. 

In  the  12  years  from  1960  to  1972  world  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Latter-day  Saints  (Mormon) 
Church  increased  by  94  per  cent,  according  to 
a  recent  statistical  tabulation.  In  addition,  the 
Church’s  annual  report  issued  at  the  end 
1972  showed  an  increase  for  the  year  of  ap¬ 
proximately  136,800.  Setting  the  pace  for  rapid 
growth  in  the  12-year  period  was  South  Amer¬ 
ica  with  a  1,100  per  cent  increase  in  member¬ 
ship  followed  by  Central  America  with  948 
ptt  cent  mid  Asia  with  751  per  cent. 


The  National  Council  of  Churches  has  formally 
asked  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  to  accept  an  appeal 
aimed  at  restoring  the  tax  exemption  of  the  Rev. 
Billy  James  Hargis,  anti-Communist  crusader  and 
long-time  critic  of  the  NCC.  A  NCC  brief,  with 
support  from  eight  Protestant  Churches  and  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs,  contends 
that  a  December  judgment  against  the  Hargis  or¬ 
ganization  constituted  a  serious  threat  to  the  free¬ 
dom  of  all  religious  groups  to  speak  on  public  is¬ 
sues.  The  Rev.  Dean  Kelley,  church-state  expert, 
says  the  decision  of  the  Tenth  Circuit  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  against  the  Hargis  corporation,  constituted  a 
blow  against  First  Amendment  freedoms  of  religion, 
speech  and  petition  to  government. 

“A  political  awakening  is  occurring  among 
evangelicals,”  according  to  Dr.  Paul  Henry  of 
Calvin  College  (Grand  Rapids,  Mich.),  “but  it 
needs  direction.”  Dr.  Henry  gave  this  as  the 
reason  for  the  “Conference  on  Christianity  and 
Politics,”  attended  by  350  professors,  students, 
ministers  and  political  figures.  Represented 
were  a  wide  range  of  political  viewpoints,  with 
delegates  from  both  evangelical  and  Reformed 
backgrounds  debating  such  subjects  as  civic 
religion,  violence,  capitalism  and  the  effect  of 
the  Jesus  People  on  social  involvement. 

Every  Christian  denomination  in  New  Orleans  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  had  representation  among  the  5,000 
persons  who  walked  through  the  downtown  business 
district  in  a  pre-Easter  “March  for  Christ.”  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  parade,  which  was  held  to  publicize 
Key  73,  1,500  of  the  marchers  jammed  historic  St. 
Louis  Catholic  Cathedral  for  a  one-hour  ecumenical 
service.  As  worshipers  left  the  cathedral,  they  joined 
together  in  singing:  “They’ll  Know  We  Are  Chris¬ 
tians  By  Our  Love,”  a  song  that  has  become  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  “Jesus  Movement.” 

United  Presbyterian  Dr.  Arthur  R.  McKay 
has  resigned  from  the  presidency  of  a  major 
theological  complex  in  Rochester,  N.Y.  He 
went  to  head  the  Colgate  Rochester  Divinity 
School/ Bexley  Hall/  Crozer  Theological  Semin¬ 
ary  in  1970  foUowing  his  former  presidency  at 
McCormick  Seminary  in  Chicago.  Dr.  McKay 
said  he  plans  to  return  to  the  pastoral  ministry. 


Evangelical  Christians  and  Jews  have  been  drawn 
closer  together  through  their  support  of  the  State  of 
Israel,  which  they  see  as  an  expression  of  Divine 
will,  according  to  Rabbi  Arnold  Goodman,  Minnea¬ 
polis  rabbi  of  a  Conservative  congregation.  Rabbi 
Goodman  said  Evangelical  Christians  and  Jews  now 
agree — but  for  different  reasons — that  the  Jewish 
return  to  Israel  is  “a  prelude  to  the  dawn  of  the 
Messianic  era.”  In  a  service,  jointly  sponsored  by 
the  two  groups,  marking  the  25th  anniversary  of 
the  establishment  of  the  Israeli  state,  the  offering 
was  divided  equally  between  two  institutions  on 
Mount  Zion — ^the  American  Bible  Institute  and  the 
Yeshiva  Mt.  Zion. 

Churches  in  Zambia,  the  modem  nation  in 
which  much  of  famed  David  Livingstone’s  mis¬ 
sionary  work  took  place  in  the  19th  Century, 
are  marking  the  anniversary  of  his  death  100 
years  ago  in  1873  with  massive  ecumenical 
celebrations.  Centennial  services  have  also  been 
scheduled  for  Westminster  Abbey  in  London, 
where  Livingstone  is  buried,  and  in  Scotland, 
his  native  land. 

Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  a  leading  missions  official  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  told  students  and  fac¬ 
ulty  at  DePauw  University  that  the  missionary  move¬ 
ment  is  becoming  more  international,  less  dominated 
by  Western  Churches  and  more  sensitive  toward 
other  religions.  “The  whole  understanding  of  giving 
and  receiving  is  so  critical  for  our  times,”  Dr.  Jones 
said,  “Asian  and  African  and  Latin  American  Chris¬ 
tians  simply  cannot  understand  how  Americans  who 
have  mastered  technology  have  such  a  hard  time 
with  human  relationships,  and  they  say,  being  people 
of  color,  ‘We  think  we  can  help  you.’  ” 

The  Centurymen,  a  100-voice  choir  composed 
of  ministers  of  music  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches  across  the  country,  will  be  featured  in 
a  new  15-minute  music  program  called  “Night- 
song.”  Designed  for  the  “ni^t  people  of  the  na¬ 
tion,”  the  stereo  program  scheduled  to  begin 
June  15,  will  be  marketed  through  FM  stereo 
stations  for  airing  after  11  p.m.  and  before  6 
a.m.  three  tunes  weekly.  The  singers  come  from 
26  states  and  range  in  age  from  20  to  52  with 
musical  tastes  ranging  from  classical  to  gospel. 


LONDON  —  It’s  a  happy  41st  birthday  for  the  Rev.  David  Hathaway,  a  British  Pente¬ 
costal  minister,  as  he  is  reunited  with  h.is  wife,  Zela,  at  a  London  airport  after  he  was 
pardoned  and  deported  from  Czechoslovakia.  Hathaway  was  arrested  on  June  23,  1972 
at  the  frontier  station  of  Rozvadow  on  the  West  German  border.  Czech  customs  officials 
found  him  in  possession  of  “'several  hundred  Bibles,”  and  other  religious  pamphlets 
printed  in  “various  East  European  languages,”  according  to  a  Prague  Radio  broad¬ 
cast.  He  received  a  two-year  sentence  in  a  Czech  jail.  With  the  Hathaways  is  British 
Labor  Party  leader  Harold  Wilson  (right),  who  had  been  visiting  Prague  and  returned  on 
the  same  plane  as  Hathaway.  The  former  British  Prime  Minister  claimed  some  of  the 
credit  for  the  minister's  release.  “'I  knew  that  if  I  made  the  proper  approaches  for 
lenience,”  Wilson  said,  “Mr.  Hathaway  would  stand  a  good  chance  of  freedom.” 
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(From  left)  The  Rev.  Jack  Wilson,  State  president  of  Com¬ 
munity  Action  for  Corrections;  Stan  Hurder,  student  president 
of  TUCM;  the  Rev.  William  Finnin,  LSU  campus  minister;  and 
the  Rev.  Lewis  Wilkins,  executive  director  of  the  Louisiana 
Inter-Church  Conference,  discuss  the  recent  Penal  Reform 
series  at  one  of  the  sessions. 

TUCM  sponsors  Penal  Reform  series 


The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  of 
LSU-Baton  Rouge  recently  sponsored 
a  three-part  series  on  Louisiana  Penal 
Reform.  Planned  and  coordinated  by 
TUCM  students,  the  series  was  intend¬ 
ed  to  give  students  a  better  perspec¬ 
tive  of  the  usefulness  of  the  state’s 
correctional  institutions  and  policies. 

The  first  session,  attended  by  40 
students,  featured  “Revolving  Door,” 
a  documentary  film  on  alternatives  to 
traditional  forms  of  American  crimi¬ 
nal  justice. 

A  discussion  following  the  film  was 
led  by  two  prominent  correction  re¬ 
form  resource  persons  from  the  Baton 
Rouge  area,  the  Rev.  Lewis  Wilkins, 
executive  director  of  the  Louisiana  In¬ 
terchurch  Conference,  and  the  Rev. 
Jack  Wilson,  Roman  Catholic  priest 
who  is  currently  state  president  of 
Community  Action  for  Corrections. 

The  discussion  centered  on  altema- 


MBHE  Convocation 
held  in  New  Orleans 

“The  Church  in  Black  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation”  was  the  theme  of  the  Fourth 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  Ministries 
to  Blacks  in  Higher  Education  recent¬ 
ly  held  at  Xavier  University  and  the 
Fountainbleau  Motor  Hotel  in  New 
Orleans. 

The  convocation  was  attended  by 
205  Protestant  ministers  and  Roman 
Catholic  priests  and  leaders  in  higher 
education  and  black  ministries  through¬ 
out  the  nation. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  campus 
ministers  attending  were  the  Revs.  Roy 
Nash  (Tulane),  William  Finnin  (LSU- 
BR),  Freddie  Henderson  (Southern- 
BR),  Brady  Forman  (Southeastern), 
and  Jerry  Fuller  (LSU-NO). 

Lerone  Bennett,  senior  editor  of 
Ebony,  delivered  the  keynote  address, 
giving  an  historical  and  contemporary 
assessment  of  the  Church’s  involve¬ 
ment  in  black  higher  education. 

Other  speakers  included  Dr.  Thom- 
asyne  Lightfoote  Wilson,  professor  at 
California  State  University,  who 
stressed  the  importance  of  rethinking 
American  approaches  to  higher  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  entire  learning  process. 

Dr.  David  P.  Shannon,  dean  of  the 
faculty  at  Pittsburg  Seminary,  called 
for  a  re-evaluation  of  goals  of  black  in- 


tives  to  simple  incarceration,  such  as 
diagnostic  evaluation  before  senten¬ 
cing,  work-release  programs  for  short- 
term  and  minor  offenders,  and  in¬ 
creased  probation  counseling  services. 

The  second  part  of  the  series  was 
a  tour  of  the  Louisiana  State  Peniten¬ 
tiary  at  Angola  hosted  by  the  Rev. 
Bertrand  Griffin,  United  Methodist 
chaplain  at  the  prison.  This  look  at  a 
prison  facility  prepared  the  students 
for  the  final  session,  a  presentation 
by  Prof.  Mark  Carleton  of  the  LSU 
History  Department  of  the  history  of 
Louisiana  prison  politics  and  public 
administration.  Kenneth  Plaisance,  in¬ 
mate  at  Angola,  also  spoke  on  “The 
Society  Within  The  Society:  A  View 
From  The  Inside.” 

The  Rev.  William  Finnin,  Jr.  is 
United  Methodist  campus  minister  at 
LSU. 
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stitutions  of  higher  learning  in  his  ad¬ 
dress  on  the  contemporary  Church  in 
black  higher  education. 

Seminars  and  workshops  were  also 
held  on  such  issues  as  ministries  to 
blacks  in  white  institutions,  funding  of 
institutions  of  higher  education,  com¬ 
munity  college  ministries  to  blacks,  and 
black  liberation  in  the  Roman  Catho- 


Matheny  installed 
as  LAMH  president 

Tom  H.  Matheny,,  Hammond  at¬ 
torney,  was  installed  as  1973  president, 
of  the  Louisiana  Association  for  Men¬ 
tal  Health,  during  the  19th  annual 
meeting  at  the  Marriott  Hotel,  New- 
Orleans.  He  succeeds  Thomas  B.  God- 
chaux  of  New  Orleans. 

United  Methodists  named  to  the 
1973  LAMH  Board  of  Directors  in¬ 
clude  Jesse  H.  Bankston,  Baton  Rouge; 
the  Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Natchitoches;: 
and  the  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  New 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Matheny,  lay  leader  for  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference,  and  one  of 
nine  members  of  United  Methodism’s' 
Judicial  Council,  has  held  numerous 
positions  of  leadership  in  civic,  profes¬ 
sional  and  religious  organizations.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Southeastern  Louisi¬ 
ana  University  and  the  Tulane  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Law. 

A  former  trustee  of  Centenary  ih 
Shreveport,  he  has  also  been  president 
of  the  alumni  association  of  South¬ 
eastern  Louisiana  University, 
t 

NACHITOCHES  DISTRICT 

ORGANIZES  SUB-DISTRICTS 

Natchitoches  District  church  officers 
recently  met  with  the  Rev.  Ed  Thomas, 
district  superintendent,  and  District 
Board  of  Laity  officers  to  organize 
sub-districts. 

The  District  churches  will  be  divided 
into  sub-districts  as  follows:  Winnfield, 
Many-Leesville,  Coushatta,  Natchi¬ 
toches,  and  Mansfield-Logansport. 

The  purpose  of  the  division  is  to 
give  church  members  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  programs  beyond  the 
local  level. 

t 


lie  Church. 

Ministries  to  Blacks  in  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  (MBHE)  is  closely  related  to 
United  Ministries  in  Higher  Education, 
the  interdenominational  clearing  house 
for  Campus  Ministry  Resources  in  the 
U.S.  MBHE  is  based  in  Atlanta;  the 
Rev.  Harrell  Bell  is  executive  direc¬ 
tor. 


ABOVE:  Louisiana  Campus  ministers  Jerry  Fuller  (LSU-NO)  and 
Brady  Forman  (SLU)  visit  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dwight  Hosmanof  the 
UMHE  staff  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  during  the  Convocation  on  Minis¬ 
tries  to  Blacks,held  in  New  Orleans.  RIGHT:  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes, 
greets  campus  ministers  following  morning  worship  service.  Dr. 
Haynes,  pastor  of  Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the  confer¬ 
ence  preacher. 


Randolph 


Project  Equality 
director  named 

Allison  B.  Randolph  III,  a  New  Or¬ 
leans  native,  has  been  named  director 
of  the  Louisiana  Project  Equality  of¬ 
fice,  according  to  the  Rev.  Philip 
Woodland,  Louisiana  Methodist  Pro¬ 
ject  Equality  coordinator,  of  Slidell. 
Randolph  is  one  of  three  professionals 
on  the  Project  Equality  staff;  the  other 
two  are  directors  of  the  two  Texas 
divisions. 

The  Louisiana  Project  Equality  of¬ 
fice  is  part  of  the  Project  Equality  of 
Texas/Louisiana,  Inc.,  a  non  profit 
organization  registered  in  both  states. 
Eight  denominations  are  involved  in 
the  support  and  operation  of  the  pro¬ 
ject. 

Project  Equality  was  originated  for 
the  purpose  of  combating  conscious 
and  unconscious  discrimination  in  em¬ 
ployment  of  all  peoples  by  the  busi¬ 
nesses  who  work  in  the  everyday 
world,  utilizing  the  buying  power  oi 
the  local  churches. 

Mr.  Randolph  is  a  graduate  of 
Xavier  University  in  New  Orleans  with 
a  bachelor  of  arts  in  marketing.  He  has 
attended  law  school  seminars  at  Tu¬ 
lane  University,  and  has  served  as  di¬ 
rector  of  veterans  affairs  of  the  Urban 
League  of  New  Orleans.  He  is  28, 
married  with  one  son,  Allison  IV. 

According  to  Randolph,  his  first 
project  with  the  program  is  to  try  to 
obtain  more  judicatory  support  for  the 
program  of  Project  Equality. 

t 

WESLEY  FOUNDATION  AT  MC- 
NEESE  took  first  place  in  the  Men’s 
Organization  Steer  Riding  Contest  at 
the  National  Intercollegiate  Rodeo  As¬ 
sociation  rodeo  held  at  McNeese  arena 
recently.  Members  of  the  win¬ 
ning  team  were  Mark  Lehman,  Ted 
Allen  and  Ken  Findley.  They  were 
presented  the  trophy  after  the  event. 
Robert  E.  Townsend  is  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  director. 
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THE  DENHAM  SPRINGS  city¬ 
wide  sunrise  Easter  service  was 
held  at  the  High  School  Boy’s 
Gym.  The  Rev.  Carey  Martin, 
Methodist  minister,  brought  the 
sermon. 

HORSESHOE  DRIVE  CHURCH  in 
Alexandria  has  recently  added  to 
its  staff  as  adult  choir  director. 
Mi  ss  Mary  Hutton.  She  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Northwestern  and  received 
a  Master’s  Degree  in  Music  from 
Illinois  Wesleyan  College.  She  is 
also  directing  the  youth  chorale 
“The  Living  Water.’’  The  Rev. 
Warren  Blakeman  is  the  pastor. 

OLDER  ADULTS  of  Lake  Charles 
District  held  a  picnic  at  Caney 
Lake  on  Tuesday,  April  24. 

LAY  WITNESSES  were  speakers 
at  the  April  Vesper  services  in 
First  Church,  Slidell.  Bob  Ryals, 
Cecil  Martin,  Ken  Worthington, 
Douglas  Holmes  and  Mrs.  Marilyn 
Brown  spoke  on  the  five  Sunday 
nights.  The  Rev.  Phil  Woodland 
is  pastor. 

A  PROGRAM  OF  SACRED  music 
was  presentedin  Mangum Memorial 
Church,  Shreveport,  on  Sunday 
evening  April  29  by  Mrs.  L.  E. 
Kneipp  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Orton,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Betty  McDonald. 
The  works  were  original  composi¬ 
tions  by  Mrs.  Kneipp. 

MEMBERS  OF  HUGHES  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  choir  and 
minister,  the  Rev.  William  Miller, 
brought  the  program  for  Sunday 
evening  worship  in  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  recently.  The  Rev.  George 
W.  Ross  was  host  pastor. 

THE  ORATORIO  “ELIJAH”  by 
Felix  Mendelsshon  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Louisiana  Choral 
Foundation  on  Thursday,  May  10, 
at  the  Lake  Charles  Civic  Center. 
Lamar  Robertson  is  directing  the 
production. 


“A  WEEKEND  WITH  DON  and 
Dennis”  will  be  held  at  the  Farm- 
erville  United  Methodist  Church 
on  May  4,  5  and  6.  Don  Boyett 
and  Dennis  Day,  a  young  evan¬ 
gelistic  team  from  Greenville, 
Miss.,  will  lead  the  revival.  The 
Rev.  Leon  Scott  is  the  Farmer- 
ville  minister. 

“TIME  OUT”,  a  Christian  musi¬ 
cal  by  J.  T.  Adams,  was  pre¬ 
sented  Sunday,  April  29,  at  the 
evening  service  in  Henning 
Memorial  Church,  Sulphur,  by  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  McNeese  College 
Wesley  Foundation.  Host  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton. 

THE  LLL  CLUB  of  Henning 
Memorial  Church,  Sulphur,  and  the 
DMA  Club  of  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  held  a  picnic  together 
on  Wednesday,  April  25  at  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Camp. 

THE  TEACHER  APPRECIATION 
Banquet,  held  in  Aurora  Church, 
New  Orleans,  April  23,  had  as 
guest  speaker  the  Rev.  R.  B. 
Crichlow,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 
Dr.  Henry  Rickey  is  the  Aurora 
pastor. 


SEVEN  MINISTERS  of  the  Farm- 
erville  area  led  in  a  Good  Friday 
service  of  “Meditations  on  the 
Seven  Last  Words”  held  in  the 
Farmerville  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  service  was  from 
noon  to  1  p.m.  with  each  minister 
taking  eight  minutes  for  his  medi¬ 
tation.  The  Rev.  Leon  Scott  was 
host  pastor. 

THE  CRUSADERS  CHOIR  of  30 
male  voices  presented  an  Easter 
cantata  on  Maundy  Thursday  in 
Asbury  Church  at  Lafayette.  The 
group  was  accompanied  by  George 
Brown  at  the  piano  and  an  eight 
piece  string  ensemble.  Palm 
Sunday  evening,  the  Asbury  Chan¬ 
cel  Choir  presented  Faure’s 
“Requiem”,  directed  by  Patrick 
Shelby  with  Richard  Flory  at  the 
organ.  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway 
is  pastor. 


THE  HAYNESVILLE  MINISTE¬ 
RIAL  Alliance’s  Fifth  Sunday 
Night  program  was  held  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  April 
29.  Host  youth  presented  a  spe¬ 
cial  sermon  in  song.  The  Rev. 
Jack  Winegeart  was  host  pastor. 

THE  SEARCHERS  CLASS  from 
Christ  Church,  Shreveport,  drove 
to  Ruston  to  present  ten  little 
girls  with  suitcases,  and  then 
took  them  to  dinner  at  a  cafeteria 
recently. 

THE  SALVATION  SINGERS  from 
the  Crossett,  Ark.,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  led  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  Collinston  Church  on 
a  Sunday  evening  in  April.  The 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson  was  host 
pastor. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  BOSSIER  CITY, 
held  special  services  during  Holy 
Week  with  the  Rev.  Roy  Mouser, 
pastor  of  Mangum  Memorial  Church 
in  Shreveport,  as  guest  preacher. 
The  Rev.  Kenneth  Rorie  was  host 
pastor. 

JUDGE  EDWARD  GILLIN,  Juve¬ 
nile  Court  Judge,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  April  dinner  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  Men  in  Lake 
Vista  Church.  His  subject  was 
“Juvenile  Court:  Past,  Present 
and  Future.”  The  Rev.  D.  W. 
Alverson  is  the  Lake  Vista  pastor. 

THE  MARDl  GRAS  FOUNTAIN 
on  the  shore  of  Lake  Pontchar- 
train  is  the  traditional  site  of  the 
Easter  Sunrise  Service  sponsored 
by  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Churches.  The  Rev. 
Thomas  Bergeron,  pastor  of  the 
Elysian  Fields  United  Methodist 
Church,  brought  the  message  this 
year. 

THE  MANSFIELD  CHURCH  Chan¬ 
cel  Choir,  directed  by  Mrs.  J. 
Warren  Harris,  presented  “Easter 
Song”  by  Peterson  on  April  22  at 
the  evening  service.  Diane  Daily 
accompanied  at  the  organ  and  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Younger  at  the  piano.  Solo¬ 
ists  were  Mrs.  Jack  Sibley,  Miss 
Jerry  Beck,  Maxie  Hays,  Mrs. 
William  Palmer  and  Mrs.  R.  V. 
Woods.  The  Rev.  Edward  Pickens 
was  narrator. 


DADLY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading:,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

May  6 — Sunday  Deut.  6:1-15 

May  7  . Josh.  25:1-15 

May  8  . .  Eph.  5:1-20 

May  9  .  Eph.  5:21-33 

May  10  . Eph.  6:1-10 

May  11  .  -Titus  2:1-15 

May  12  .  1  Peter  3:1-17 

May  13 — Sunday  ....  1  Sana.  1:8-28 


BROADMOOR  CHURCH  IN  Baton 
Rouge  honored  Major  Murphy  Neal 
Jones,  returned  POW,  and  his 
family  at  the  April  Church  Night. 
The  Rev.  George  Ross,  pastor, 
held  a  dialogue  with  Major  Jones 
concerning  his  personal  experi¬ 
ences  and  issues  of  world  peace. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  New  Iberia,  is 
making  plans  to  celebrate  its  Ses- 
quicentennial  Anniversary  on  Sun¬ 
day,  May  20.  Plans  are  being 
made  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Mrs.  Beldon  Fox,  Sr.  The  Rev. 
Fred  Flurry  is  pastor. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  MINDEN,  plans 
the  annual  family  picnic  for  Sun¬ 
day  evening.  May  6,  at  Caney 
Lake.  The  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining 
is  pastor. 

MAPLEWOOD,  WESLEY,  and  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  Churches  of  Sul¬ 
phur,  held  Holy  We_ek  services 
jointly.  The  ministers,  Tom 
Crosby,  Walter  Clarke  and  Ray 
Branton,  rotated  in  bringing  the 
messages.  The  sunrise  service 
on  Easter  was  in  Mimosa  Pines 
Garden  of  Memories  with  the  Rev. 
Harvey  Williamson,  Lake  Charles 
District  superintendent,  preaching. 

MER  ROUGE  United  Methodist 
Church  was  host  on  Sunday,  Mon¬ 
day  and  Tuesday  nights  to  the 
cooperative  Holy  Week  services 
held  with  St.  Andrews  Episcopal 
Church.  The  Rev.  Edward  Green, 
Episcopal  minister,  brought  the 
sermons  on  those  nights.  The 
Last  Supper  was  commemorated  in 
the  Episcopal  Church  with  the 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson  delivering 
the  message. 


The  WIT  (young  adult)  Sunday  School  Class  of 
Trinity  Church,  Jennings,  held  a  “spring  cleaning’’ 
sale  recently.  From  left  are  Linda  McNeilly,  sales 
chairperson,  Joy  Jory,  Barbara  Beaver,  Myrtress 
Lapuyade,  class  president,  and  the  Rev.  Calvin 
Lapuyade,  pastor. 


The  Family-Nite  at  the  DeQuincy  Church,  Thursday,  at  the  piano,  sang  several  songs.  The  Teen  Choir 
April  12  was  sponsored  by  the  UMYF.  The  Fellow-  (at  right),  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  J.  Terrel 
ship  Hall  was  decorated  with  Easter  decorations.  Green,  sang  several  songs  then  led  everybody  in  a 
The  Children’s  Choir  (center  picture),  under  the  di-  “singspiration  . 
rection  of  Mrs.  Huey  Johnson  with  Mrs.  Byrd  Terry 
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At  Pineville,  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  (right)  congratulates  Mrs.  Stella 
Clements  (center)  and  Mrs.  Mabel  Tannenfill,  55-year  members  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Alexandria  District  Superintendent  Clyde  Clark 
is  second  from  right.  Pastor  Richard  Walton  is  at  left. 

West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission  train 


The  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  will  be  held  June 
18-22  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Assembly  Grounds,  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas.  This  is  the  program  to  train 
leadership  for  Conference  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission  which  are  held  in 
July  and  August. 

Courses  being  offered  this  year  are: 
JUSTICE,  LIBERATION,  AND  DE¬ 
VELOPMENT;  WOMEN:  OVER 
HALF  THE  EARTH’S  PEOPLE;  and 
CONTEMPORARY  CHRISTIANS 
AND  THEIR  WRITINGS. 

Leadership  for  these  studies  will  be: 
Dr.  Warren  Hartman,  serving  as  chair¬ 
person  for  the  team,  is  Assistant  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  for  Church  School  De¬ 
velopment,  Division  of  Education, 
Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
Ms.  Nancy  Grissom  Self,  recently 
chosen  as  one  of  two  persons  to  fill 
the  post  of  executive  secretary  of  the 
new  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  Chi¬ 
cago,  III.,  will  lead  the  course  Women: 
over  Half  the  Earth’s  People;  Dr.  Mar¬ 
ion  Brown  from  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  will  teach 
Justice,  Liberation,  and  Development; 
Contemporary  Christians  and  their 
Writings  will  be  taught  by  Mrs. 
Martha  Ross,  Dunkirk,  Maryland,  Mis¬ 
sionary  Education  Secretary  for  the 
Baltimore  Conference. 

Focus  for  the  1973  Regional  School 
will  be  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions.  The  approach  will  deal  with 
United  Methodist  Women  in  church 
and  society.  Representatives  from  the 
Women’s  Division  who  will  be  assist¬ 
ing  in  Mission  Emphasis  are  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Barnes,  Washington,  D.  C.;  Mrs. 
B.  R.  Cummins,  Carlyle,  Ill.;  Miss 
Gene  Maxwell,  Denver,  Colo.;  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  Staff  persons  are  Miss 
Barbara  Campbell  and  Miss  Ann  Eat¬ 
on. 

Attendance  at  the  regional  school 
is  by  pre-selection  only.  Conference 
UMW  officers  who  will  attend  arc: 
conference  president,  vice-president, 
secretary,  treasurer,  associate  treasurer, 
chairpersons  for  committee  on  nomina¬ 
tions,  and  committee  on  membership, 
secretary  of  program  resources,  mis¬ 
sion  coordinators  for  Christian  Person- 
hood,  Supportive  Community,  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Involvement,  and  Christian 
Global  Concerns.  Also:  deans,  assistant 
deans,  and  team  coordinators  of  con¬ 


ference  schools  who  are  not  already 
in  the  pattern  for  attendance.  Teachers 
in  conference  schools  may  attend  re¬ 
gional  schools  for  certification, 
t 


Chairperson  for  the  West  Gulf  Re¬ 
gional  School  of  Christian  Mission  will 
be  Dr.  Warren  J. 
Hartman,  assistant 
general  secretary 
for  Church  Devel¬ 
opment,  Division  of 
Education  of  the 
Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Dr.  Hartman 
is  a  Kansan  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  B.D.  from  Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Naperville,  Ill.,  and 
a  D.D.  from  Westmar  College,  Le- 
Mars,  Iowa,  where  he  earlier  received 
his  B.A.  degree.  Dr.  Hartman  has  been 
youth  director  of  the  Kansas  Confer¬ 
ence  and  pastor  of  churches  in  Meri¬ 
den,  Ill.,  and  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  before 
joining  the  EUB  Board  of  Christian 
Education  in  1953.  He  is  the  author 
of  “A  Study  of  the  Church  Schools  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,”  and  a 
number  of  guidebooks  and  articles, 
t 


Nancy  Grissom  Self  will  lead  the 
idy  of  “Women:  over  Half  the  Earth’s 
People.”  She  was 
recently  chosen  as 
one  of  two  persons 
to  fill  the  post  of 
executive  secretary 
of  the  new  United 
Methodist  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Wom¬ 
en,  and  has  head¬ 
quarters  in  Chicago.  Nancy  had  her 
early  schooling  in  Akron,  Ohio,  and 
Ohio  University,  Athens,  Ohio.  Her 
theological  training  has  been  at  Gar¬ 
rett,  Vanderbilt  and  Claremont.  Her 
Master  of  Theology  degree  is  from  the 
latter.  As  a  U.S.-2  short  term  mission¬ 
ary,  she  was  resident  counselor  at  the 
Frances  De  Pauw  Home  for  Latin 
American  Girls  in  Hollywood,  Calif. 
She  is  married  to  Norman  D.  Self,  a 
United  Methodist  minister.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  “Committee  of  24” 
which  planned  the  new  organization  of 
United  Methodist  Women. 


Mrs.  Sidney  Claire  Kilpatrick 
and  Mrs.  Gracie  Watson  (from 
left)  talk  during  the  reception 
which  followed  a  service  at 
Pineville  at  which  the  Wilson 
Watson  Education  Building 
was  consecrated  to  the  memory 
of  Mrs.  Watson’s  husband  and 
a  new  grand  piano  was  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  memory  of  the 
Rev.  John  F.  Kilpatrick. 
(Town  Talk  Staff  Photo) 


s  leaders 

Dean  of  the  West  Gidf  Regional 
School  of  Christian  Mission  will  be 
Mrs.  C.  Jarrett 
(Mai)  Gray  of  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.  She 
is  the  wife  of  the 
minister  of  Centen¬ 
nial  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.  Her 
educational  back¬ 
ground  includes: 
public  schools  and  Cane  College  in 
Jackson,  Tenn.;  a  Master  of  Religious 
Education  from  Gammon  Seminary 
and  a  Master  of  Arts  from  the  U.  of 
Missouri  at  Kansas  City.  She  is  em¬ 
ployed  as  an  Elementary  Consultant 
with  the  city  school  district.  Mrs.  Gray 
is  a  trustee  of  St.  Paul  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  Methodist,  in  Kansas  City,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Twenty-Four  to  develop  “One  New 
and  Inclusive  Organization”  for  United 
Methodist  Women. 

t 


Miss  Gene  Maxwell  is  a  deaconess 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  a 
certified  director  of 
Christian  Educa¬ 
tion.  A  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian,  her  work 
with  the  Board  of 
Missions  began  in 
Wisconsin,  where 
she  was  a  Church 
and  Community 
Worker.  She  joined 
the  staff  of  the  Women’s  Division  in 
1960  as  Secretary  of  Children’s  Work 
and  for  the  past  six  years  has  served 
as  a  regional  worker  from  the  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  office.  She  is  presently  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  Denver  office.  She  will  be 
on  the  staff  of  the  Regional  School  as 
a  resource  person. 

t 

Mrs.  Martha  Ross,  who  will  lead 
the  course  on  “Comtemporary  Chris¬ 
tians  and  their 
Writings”,  is  pres- 
e  n  t  Missionary 
Education  Secre¬ 
tary  for  the  Balti¬ 
more  Conference. 
She  is  the  widow 
of  the  Rev.  Edwin 
Allan  Ross  of  the 
same  conference. 


PERSONAL  GROWTH  SEMINAR 
SCHEDULED  AT  MONROE 

The  Personal  Growth  Seminar  to  be 
held  in  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Monroe,  May  18  and  19,  is  open 
to  the  laity  and  clergy  alike. 

Dr.  Howard  Grimes,  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
will  supervise  the  10-hour  seminar. 
Leaders  will  be  the  Rev.  Ferris  Nor¬ 
ton,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Crossett,  Ark.,  and  his  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant,  Bobby  Harris. 

Couples  are  encouraged  to  attend 
together.  The  cost  is  $40  per  couple, 
or  $25  for  singles.  Registration  dead¬ 
line  is  Friday,  May  4,  and  cannot  be 
extended.  A  $15  deposit  is  required. 

Self-understanding  and  self-affirma¬ 
tion  are  the  goals  of  the  seminar.  It  is 
based  on  “Bi/ Polar  Psychology”  de¬ 
veloped  by  Dt.  Jay  Thomas,  a  Dallas 
personnel  psychologist,  and  Is  designed 
to  make  one  feel  “I’m  O.K. — You’re 
O.K.” 

The  same  seminar  is  being  con¬ 
ducted  in  Crossett,  Ark.,  on  May  4 
and  5,  with  Mary  and  Larry  Robert¬ 
son  as  co-instructors.  Mr.  Robertson 
is  pastor  of  the  Mer  Rouge  Charge, 
t 

YOUTH  WEEKEND  PLANNED 
AT  LAKEVIEW 

A  special  Youth  Weekend  is  being 
planned  for  Junior  Hi  and  Senior  Hi 
Youth  May  4-6  at  Lakeview  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  from 
Louisiana  Tech  University  in  Ruston 
will  arrive  Friday  at  7:00  p.m.  Under 
the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Bill  Stokes 
and  Larry  Norman,  a  ministerial  stu¬ 
dent  from  Vivian,  these  students  will 
lead  every  part  of  the  weekend  pro¬ 
gram,  except  for  the  Catacomb  Serv¬ 
ice  on  Saturday  evening,  to  be  led  by 
Lakeview  youth. 

Some  special  features  of  the  week¬ 
end  include  a  film.  “It’s  About  This 
Carpenter,”  a  Galilean  Service,  and  a 
covered  dish  dinner  for  the  entire  con¬ 
gregation  on  Sunday  noon. 

Tech  students  and  Lakeview  youth 
met  on  April  29  to  finalize  plans.  The 
Rev.  Louis  Coppage  is  the  Lakeview 
minister. 

t 

She  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conferences  of  1968,  ’70  and  ’72. 
She  served  an  eight  year  tenure  on  the 
Board  of  Missions  and  for  the  past 
three  years  she  was  on  the  staff,  serv¬ 
ing  as  Interpreter  for  the  Fund  for 
Reconciliation. 
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SuKctcUf  ScAmI 


{'W'e  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  —  March,  April  and  M<^  —  under  the  general 
topic:  “Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.”) 


LESSON  FOR  MAY  13:  Christ  Makes  Men  Brothers 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURES:  Acts  11:4-18; 
Galatians  3:23-29;  Ephesians  2:11-22;  I  John 
4:7-12 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  There  is  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  there  is  neither  bond  nor  free,  there  is 
neither  male  nor  female;  for  ye  are  all  one  in 
Christ  Jesus.  (Galatians  3:28) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  examine  the  principle 
of  Christian  lN*otherhood  in  today’s  world. 

*  *  * 


When  we  declare  our  faith  through  the  words  of 
the  Korean  creed  we  say,  “We  believe  in  the  brother¬ 
hood  of  man  under  the  fatherhood  of  God.”  These 
two  elements  of  the  Christian  conception  of  life 
are  inseparable.  History  has  demonstrated  over  and 
over  that  there  can  be  no  real  and  sustained  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  brotherhood  of  man  that  is  not  rooted 
in  the  recognition  of  the  fatherhood  of  God.  Such 
an  exhortation  as  Paul  wrote  to  the  Christians  in 
Rome,  “Love  one  another  with  brotherly  affection,” 
has  no  depth  of  meaning  except  in  an  atmosphere  of 
conviction  that  these  men  and  women  were  children 
of  God. 

♦  *  ♦ 

CimiST’S  MAJOR  PURPOSE 

If  we  begin  from  the  human  side  of  this  relation¬ 
ship  of  love  to  God  and  to  man,  an  unwillingness 
to  accept  our  fellow  man  as  a  brother  will  be  an  ef¬ 
fective  barrier  to  our  approach  to  God.  Jesus  said, 
“If  you  are  offering  your  gift  at  the  altar,  and  there 
remember  that  your  brother  has  something  against 
you,  leave  your  gift  there  before  the  altar  and  go; 
first  be  reconciled  to  your  brother,  and  then  come 
and  offer  your  gift.”  And  the  Apostle  John  in  his 
First  Letter  put  it  this  way:  “He  who  loves  not  his 
brother  whom  he  has  seen,  how  can  he  love  God 
whom  he  has  not  seen?” 

The  entire  earthly  ministry  of  Christ  can  be 
summarized  as  an  endeavor  to  create  and  maintain 
a  worldwide  brotherhood.  It  began  with  a  small 
group  of  men  at  first;  it  grew  slowly  against  great 
odds.  After  his  resurrection  there  was  a  period  of 
rapid  growth.  The  first  great  barrier  to  be  broken 
down  was  the  wall  of  separation  between  Jew  and 
Gentile.  It  was  only  after  the  Holy  Spirit  was  given 
to  Gentiles  with  the  same  light  and  power  that  had 
come  to  the  Jews  that  the  Apostles,  Peter  and  Paul, 
were  able  to  convince  their  Jewish  fellow  Christians 
that  God,  through  Christ,  had  created  a  new  fellow¬ 
ship  and  it  could  now  be  said,  “There  is  neither  Jew 
nor  Greek,  there  is  neither  slave  nor  free,  there  is 
neither  male  nor  female;  for  you  are  all  one  in 
Christ  Jesus.”  There  is  no  more  fitting  expression 
of  this  assurance  in  modem  terms  than  the  one  we 
have  in  John  Oxenham’s  Hymn, 

“In  Christ  there  is  no  east  or  west. 

In  Him  no  south  or  north 
But  one  great  fellowship  of  love 

Throughout  the  whole  wide  earth.” 

♦  *  * 

THE  UNREVOKED  COMMAND 

In  spite  of  the  dream  and  the  hope  of  the  early 
Christians,  after  nearly  twenty  centuries  of  striving 


for  true  brotherhood  we  are  still  confronted  with  a 
divided  and  war-threatened  world.  The  Berlin  wall, 
the  seething  unrest  in  the  Middle  East,  violent  strife 
in  Northern  Ireland,  and  the  continuing  remnants 
of  war  in  Southeast  Asia  —  these  and  other  similar 
situations  remind  us  that  there  is  a  long,  hard  road 
before  us.  Only  the  command  of  the  Risen  Lord  to 
take  his  gospel  into  all  the  world  and  his  promise  to 
go  with  us  all  the  way  could  keep  the  Church  and 
its  members  faithful  in  this  difficult  assignment. 

*  *  * 

LIVING  AND  SERVING 

IN  AN  EXPANDED  NEIGHBORHOOD 

In  the  effort  to  fulfill  the  Christian  obligation  to 
promote  the  spirit  and  practice  of  brotherhood, 
there  are  two  contemporary  areas  of  outreach  that 
challenge  our  devotion  and  give  us  encouraging 
hope.  The  first  of  these  is  the  Missionary  Movement. 
There  is  certainly  nothing  new  about  this  activity — 
it  is  as  old  as  the  Christian  gospel  itself.  But  there 
are  certain  new  aspects  of  it  that  are  calling  for  our 
understanding  and  participation.  For  one  thing,  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  twenty-five  years  the  world  has  under¬ 
gone  a  rapidly  shrinking  process  as  the  result  of 
modern  methods  of  transportation  and  communica¬ 
tion.  Some  of  us  easily  remember  the  days  when 
China  and  India  and  Brazil  were  so  far  away  that 
the  term  “foreign  missions”  was  an  appropriate  ex¬ 
pression.  This  is  no  longer  true.  There  can  now  be 
no  significant  occurrence  in  any  part  of  the  world 
that  is  not  reported  in  a  matter  of  hours  —  some¬ 
times  minutes  —  both  by  words  and  pictures,  in 
every  population  center  of  the  world.  Supersonic 
means  of  travel  have  dwarfed  the  distances  that  sep¬ 
arate  the  continents.  In  a  day  like  this  there  is  no 
other  intelligent  conception  of  our  world  than  that 
it  is  an  expanded  neighborhood.  With  atomic  powers 
of  destruction  in  the  hands  of  an  increasing  number 
of  nations,  small  as  well  as  large,  the  only  rational 
conclusion  as  to  the  outcome  is,  as  someone  has  put 
it,  “Brotherhood  or  bombs.” 

It  is  against  the  background  of  this  kind  of  dis¬ 
ordered  world  that  the  evangelizing  mission  of  the 
Church  must  be  considered  today.  Only  a  beginning 
has  been  made.  No  limits  can  be  set  for  the  possible 
outreach  of  a  plan  that  coordinates  an  awakened 
missionary  conscience  with  direct  opportunities  of 
service.  But  this  plan  must  also  be  matched  in  the 
churches  with  the  enlistment  of  young  people  of 
high  courage  and  sound  training,  and  this  can  hap¬ 
pen  only  in  a  church  atmosphere  which  demon¬ 
strates  its  zeal  and  commitment  to  the  missionary 
clause  in  the  daily  life  of  the  congregation.  These 
young  people  will  not  be  frightened  by  the  perils 
that  are  incident  in  the  life  of  the  most  troubled 
quarters  of  the  world.  It  is  not  without  meaning  that 
within  a  relatively  short  time  after  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  massacre  of  five  young  missionaries  by 
an  Indian  tribe  in  South  America,  more  than  a  thou¬ 
sand  students  in  widely  separated  colleges  in  Amer¬ 
ica  volunteered  for  missionary  service.  The  spirit  of 
missionary  adventure  is  not  dead.  It  needs  only  to 
be  awakened  and  this  will  happen  in  any  church  it¬ 
self  awakened  to  the  world  mission  of  the  world 
Church. 

*  *  * 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  CHRISTIAN  UNITY 

The  other  agency  that  I  have  in  mind  as  a  sup¬ 


porter  of  world  brotherhood  is  the  movement  toward 
Christian  unity  —  sometimes  called  the  Ecumenical 
Movement.  We  who  are  members  of  the  Church  are 
compelled  to  confess  that  the  very  organization  that 
has  had  chief  responsibility  for  this  process  has  not 
always  been  true  to  its  commission.  There  has  often 
been  evident  a  spirit  of  rivalry,  contention,  and 
sometimes  a  bitterness  which  has  been  anything  but 
the  embodiment  of  brotherliness.  Even  if  there  are 
lingering  elements  of  this  spirit,  we  can  rejoice  that 
tremendous  progress  has  been  made  toward  a  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  Christian  mission  of  the  Church.  The 
kind  of  mutual  confidence,  understanding,  and  ac¬ 
tive  cooperation  which  we  witness  today  on  every 
hand  could  scarcely  have  seemed  possible  twenty 
years  ago.  Just  now  there  seems  to  be  a  lessening 
interest  in  organic  union  between  the  denominations 
but  the  desire  and  the  determination  to  lower  the 
barriers  of  separation  in  fields  of  service  to  man¬ 
kind  are  more  active  than  they  have  ever  been  in 
the  history  of  our  nation.  There  is  evidence  that 
more  Christians  than  ever  before  are  concerned 
for  the  fulfilling  of  the  prayer  of  our  Lord  that  his 
followers  may  all  be  one  that  the  world  may  believe. 
This  is  a  hopeful  sign. 

*  *  * 

THE  CALL  TO  ERASE  DISCRIMINATION 

During  recent  years  the  Church  has  not  been  re¬ 
miss,  whether  in  local  congregations,  denominations, 
or  Councils  of  Churches,  in  declaring  its  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  kind  of  living  which  the  recognition  of 
Christian  brotherhood  requires.  For  example.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  expresses  its  dedication  to 
racial  justice  in  these  words:  “Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
teaches  us  that  all  men  are  brothers.  His  gospel 
makes  no  room  for  the  arbitrary  distinctions,  and 
expressions  of  racial  or  group  prejudices.  His  fol¬ 
lowers  came  early  to  see  that  God  has  no  favorites, 
but  in  every  nation  the  man  who  is  Godfearing  and 
does  what  is  right  is  acceptable  to  Him.  Throu^ 
faith  you  are  all  sons  of  God  in  union  with  Christ 
Jesus.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  Jew  and  Greek, 
slave  and  free  man,  male  and  female;  for  you  are 
all  one  person  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  Church  is  an  in¬ 
strument  of  God’s  purpose.  This  is  His  Church.  It 
is  ours  only  as  stewards  under  his  Lordship.  The 
house  of  God  must  be  open  to  the  whole  family  of 
God.  If  we  discriminate  against  persons,  we  deny 
the  essential  nature  of  the  church  as  a  fellowship 
in  Christ, 

“By  Biblical  and  theological  precept,  by  the  law 
of  the  Church,  by  General  Conference  pronounce¬ 
ment,  and  by  episcopal  expression,  the  matter  is 
clear.  With  respect  to  race,  the  aim  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  nothing  less  than  an  inclusive 
Church  in  an  inclusive  society.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  therefore  calls  upon  all  its  people  to 
perform  those  faithful  deeds  of  love  and  justice  in 
both  church  and  community  that  will  bring  this  aim 
into  full  reality.” 

Statements  like  these  are  sources  of  encourage¬ 
ment  but  they  can  never  substitute  for  the  concern 
and  behavior  of  the  individual  Christian  in  circum¬ 
stances  that  are  not  always  conducive  to  Christian 
action.  These  are  the  situations  in  which  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  fatherhood  of  God  provides  the  sound¬ 
est  basis  for  brotherly  conduct.  “And  this  command¬ 
ment  we  have  from  him,  that  he  who  loves  God 
should  love  his  brother  also.  ” 
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Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  re¬ 
cently-named  executive 
director  of  the  Council 
on  Ministries  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  (which  includes  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Louisiana). 
Dr.  Bruce,  presently  pro¬ 
gram  director  of  the 
Northwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  will  assume  his 
new  position  on  June  1. 


Profile: 

Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines 


by  Helen  kromer 

The  tall  lean  browned  New  Zeal¬ 
ander,  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines,  associate 
director  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief,  smiles  wryly  as  he 
pours  cups  of  jasmine  tea  from  a  bas¬ 
ket  thermos  in  his  office  on  the  four¬ 
teenth  floor  of  the  Interchurch  Center. 
The  room  is  a  corner  room,  flooded 
with  sunlight,  almost  tropically  hot, 
though  the  weather  outside  ‘has  iced 
the  Hudson  River  below. 

“I  find  it  difficult  to  be  ‘home’  in 
any  one  place.  I  got  off  a  plane  in 
Bangkok  last  week  and  had  tea  in  a 
teahouse.  America  seemed  a  million 
miles  away.  Wherever  I  am  is  home  .  . 
My  parents  still  live  in  New  Zealand; 
I  went  to  school  in  four  countries  and 
lived  in  seven;  my  wife  was  bom  in 
the  Philippines  and  we  met  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  China.  I’m  an  ecumenical 
gypsy.  I  travel  50,000  miles  a  year  and 
I’ve  been  to  12  countries  in  the  last 
two  and  a  half  months.” 

Haines,  the  one  American  named 
by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  to 
the  Indochina  Fund  for  Reconstruction 
and  Rehabilitation,  had  just  returned 
from  its  first  meeting  in  Bangkok.  Hav¬ 
ing  lived  and  worked  in  several  coun¬ 
tries  in  Asia,  and  having  traveled 
many  times  around  the  world  on  as¬ 
signments,  he  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  di¬ 
rect  UMCOR’s  program  which  oper¬ 
ates  in  55  countries  and  reaches  5  Vi 
million  people. 

Born  in  New  Zealand  in  1918  into 
“a  wonderful  home  where  my  parents 
were  nominal  Christians  —  pleasant 
happy  pagans,”  he  never  entered  a 
church  until  he  was  14  years  of  age 
when  he  was  invited  by  a  school  friend 
to  visit  the  friend’s  home  church. 
“They  were  hanging  from  the  rafters 
that  night  —  1,400  of  them  farewell- 
ing  four  of  their  own  who  were  going 
to  China  as  missionaries.  I  heard  testi¬ 
monies  from  a  lawyer  ...  a  nurse  .  .  . 
people  whose  lives  had  been  changed. 
At  the  end  of  the  evening,  the  minis¬ 
ter  asked  if  anyone  would  like  to  give 


his  life  to  Jesus  Christ.  I  found  myself 
lifted  .  .  .  picked  up  by  Ihe  scruff  of 
the  neck  and  I  walked  down  to  the 
front  of  the  church.” 

He  made  the  decision  to  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian  and  missionary  in  the  same  en¬ 
counter.  “I  found  a  Bible  in  the  house 
and  I  wrote  in  it  that  I  had  given  my 
life  to  Christ  and  would  be  willing  to 
go  anywhere  on  earth.  That  kept  me 
going  for  the  next  seven  years.  When 
I  was  21,  I  found  myself  on  a  ship 
bound  for  China  as  an  agricultural  mis¬ 
sionary.  I  entered  China  the  day  after 
Pearl  Harbor.” 

Haines  had  been  attending  schools 
in  Wales  and  Australia  and  had  man¬ 
aged  to  complete  two  and  a  half  years 
of  college  while  he  worked  for  the  New 
Zealand  Fruit  Growers  Association,  be¬ 
coming  their  sales  manager  at  age  19. 
At  the  same  time  he  had  been  study¬ 
ing  fruit  diseases  and  learning  to 
demonstrate  disease  control,  which,  of 
course,  is  why  he  can  talk  fruit  trees 
and  terracing  with  Middle  Eastern 
refugees  today  and  seed  development 
and  immunization  to  Asian  and  Afri¬ 
can  farmers. 

China  was  to  be  “home”  for  seven 
years.  Haines  met  and  married  an¬ 
other  missionary,  the  former  Loma 
Housely,  and  in  Chungking,  the  war¬ 
time  capital,  they  had  the  first  of  their 
four  sons. 

“I  was  picked  up  by  the  Methodists 
when  I  got  engaged  to  one  of  their  mis¬ 
sionaries,”  says  Haines  smilingly. 
“Rather  than  lose  one,  I  guess  they 
thought  they’d  gain  one.”  He  had  been 
studying  for  the  ministry  and  after  18 
months  of  intensive  work,  he  was  or¬ 
dained  a  pastor  by  a  Chinese  Metho¬ 
dist  bishop  and  became  evangelist  and 
treasurer  to  the  West  China  Methodist 


'Something  Besides 
Rice,'  new  mission 
study  documentary 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  “Something 
Besides  Rice,”  a  new  United  Methodist 
film  about  overseas  missionaries,  sets 
out  to  show  that  today’s  missionary 
lines  do  not  extend  just  from  the  U.S., 
or  some  other  Western  country,  to  Af¬ 
rica,  Asia  and  Latin  America. 

The  film  seeks  to  personify  the  glo¬ 
balization  of  world  mission  in  mission¬ 
aries  who  are  seen  in  various  settings, 
all  in  countries,  other  than  their  own. 
These  missionaries,  who  are  shown  tell¬ 
ing  why  they  believe  it  is  important  to 
be  present  with  Christians  in  other 
lands,  include  Japanese  and  American 
missionaries  in  Nepal,  an  American 
missionary  in  Japan  and  a  Japanese 
missionary  in  America. 

All  is  wrapped  into  a  28-minute  col¬ 
or  documentary  produced  by  the  Au¬ 
diovisual  Resources  Office  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  The  film  has  been  produced  for 
use  with  the  1973-74  mission  study 
“Why  Christian  Mission  Today.”  It  is 
the  first  full-length  film  about  overseas 
missionaries  produced  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  locations  chosen  to  show  mis¬ 
sionaries  at  work  overseas,  and  the 
missionary  personnel  selected  are  de¬ 
signed  to  symbolize  the  international 
character  of  Christian  mission,  a 


Conference. 

The  Methodist  Board  brought  him 
to  the  United  States  when  his  wife  and 
he  came  home  on  furlough.  In  the  next 
three  years  he  finished  his  college  edu¬ 
cation,  earned  a  master’s  degree  and  a 
doctor  of  philosophy  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary. 

He  and  his  wife  were  assigned  to 
Malaya  in  1950. 

Haines  had  become  something  of  a 
specialist  in  refugee  work  during  the 
years  in  China.  For  most  of  World 
War  II  he  had  worked  with  the  refu¬ 
gees  fleeing  from  the  east  and  north  of 
the  country.  Now  in  Malaya,  while  he 
served  as  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
churches  in  Kuala  Lumpur  and  Ipuh, 
and  then  as  superintendent  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Malaya  District,  he  became  at¬ 
tached  to  Church  World  Service  as 
Malayan  Representative. 

Five  hundred  thousand  refugees  had 
fled  out  of  China  and  Haines  helped 
set  up  refugee  centers  in  Malaya  and 
made  numerous  trips  to  recruit  doctors 
and  teachers  to  staff  the  centers. 

In  1962  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  asked  him  to  come  on  as 
Asia  Secretary  of  their  Division  of  In¬ 
terchurch  Aid,  Refugee  and  World 
Service;  and  in  1965  he  was  named  to 
UMCOR. 

Haines  sees  UMCOR  as  “the  cata¬ 
lyst,  the  enabler,  putting  needs  and  re¬ 
sources  together.”  Two  years  ago  when 
he  spoke  at  the  First  United  Church 
in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  an  orthopedic 
surgeon  and  his  wife,  an  anesthetist, 
came  up  afterward.  They  offered  to 
take  a  month  and  go  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense  to  give  their  services  anywhere 
on  earth.  It  was  the  beginning  of  an 
extensive  program  involving  volunteer 
lay  experts,  who  compound  the  value 


Dr.  James  Edward  Will  has  been 
named  Harris  Franklin  Rail  profes¬ 
sor  of  systematic  theology  at  Gar¬ 
rett  Theological  Seminary,  Naper¬ 
ville,  III.,  Dr.  Will  replaces  Dr. 
Phillip  Watson,  who  is  retiring. 
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spokesman  said. 

The  rental  for  “Something  Besides 
Rice”  is  $12  from  Cokesbury  stores. 
It  may  also  be  available  from  some  an¬ 
nual  conference  film  libraries, 
t 


of  the  money  sent  for  relief  and  re¬ 
habilitation,  by  contributing  their 
skills. 

Doctors  recruited  in  South  Carolina, 
for  example,  spend  several  weeks  in 
Haiti  giving  mass  innocuJations  against 
tetanus  and  polio;  farmers  from  Indi¬ 
ana  use  their  agricultural  skills  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America;  plumbers,  electricians 
and  carpenters  build  clinics  and 
churches  off  the  coast  of  Honduras 
and  leave  their  tools  for  the  use  of  the 
men  they  have  trained. 

Volunteer  lay  service  is  one  way  to 
combat  what  Haines  calls  “compassion 
fatigue.”  As  the  disasters  multiply 
(UMCOR  has  a  new  emergency  appeal 
every  1 1  days  and  answers  all  of  them 
within  72  hours),  the  mind  boggles  and 
finally  rejects  the  statistics  altogether. 
But  if  the  “statistics”  are  people  with 
whom  you  have  worked  and  whose 
trouble  you  have  shared,  they  cannot 
remain  faceless  digits. 

UMCOR  funds  have  doubled  in  the 
past  five  years  and  in  areas  like  Africa 
where  there  were  three  projects  five 
years  ago,  there  are  now  15.  In  Latin 
America  where  there  was  no  work 
there  is  now  extensive  work.  But 
Haines  never  lets  American  United 
Methodists  think  they  are  doing  the 
job  alone.  “Sixty-five  per  cent  of  all 
UMCOR  funds  are  spent  ecumenical¬ 
ly  and  all  relief  operations  are  increas¬ 
ingly  international.  The  American 
presence  today  is  muted.” 

A  muted  presence  can  be  more  sen¬ 
sitive  because  it  is  more  humble. 
Haines  believes  UMCOR  can  help  de¬ 
velop  a  growing  sense  of  what  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  all  about. 

“Show  me  a  church  involved  in  com¬ 
passion  ministries  and  m  show  you  a 
church  doing  the  Lord’s  business.” 
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Board  of  Discipleship  planning  youth  ministry  consultation 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  — 
Presidents  of  youth  councils  and  co¬ 
ordinators  of  youth  ministry  from  all 
the  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  are  being  invited  to  consider  the 
future  of  youth  ministry  in  the  de¬ 
nomination  at  a  special  consultation 
in  Oklahoma  City  November  1-5. 

The  Consultation  will  be  one  link 
in  a  process  which  began  here  early  in 
April  with  the  meeting  of  a  youth  min¬ 
istry  task  force  and  is  expected  to  cul¬ 
minate  in  some  kind  of  formal  action 
at  the  1976  United  Methodist  General 
Conference. 

The  task  force  includes  six  staff 
members  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
who  have  responsibility  for  youth  min¬ 
istry,  and  three  conference  youth  coun¬ 
cil  presidents. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Courtoy,  staff 
member  of  the  Board’s  Section  on 

Media  Production 
Workshop 
June  18-22 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  —  A  church¬ 
wide  Media  Production  Workshop  will 
be  held  June  18-22  on  the  campus  of 
Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland. 

The  “how  to  do  it”  workshop  is  de¬ 
signed  primarily  for  high  school  sen¬ 
iors,  college-age  youth  and  adults  who 
want  to  sharpen  their  skills  and  in¬ 
crease  their  knowledge  of  production 
techniques  in  a  variety  of  media  for 
use  in  the  local  church,  district  or 
other  situations. 

The  workshop  will  offer  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  work  with  professionals  in  the 
media  of  motion  pictures,  video-tape, 
filmstrips,  slides,  cassettes,  gaming,  in¬ 
expensive  do-it-yourself  media,  and 
multi-image  presentations. 

Sponsors  are  the  TRAFCO  section 
of  the  general  church’s  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Communications  and  the  Flor¬ 
ida  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  total  fee  is  $54,  including  room 
and  meals  at  Florida  Southern. 

For  more  information  and  applica¬ 
tion  form,  write  J.  P.  Floyd,  United 
Methodist  Building,  P.  O.  Box  70, 
Lakeland,  Fla.  33802. 
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NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (UMI)— Brad¬ 
ford  D.  Ansley,  Jr.,  Englewood,  N.J., 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Piedmont 
Capital  Corporation,  has  been  elected 
chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  National  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education. 

The  Foundation,  chartered  in  1966, 
has  as  its  purpose  to  obtain  greater 
understanding  and  support  for  the  142 
schools,  colleges,  universities,  and 
seminaries  related  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  the  400  ministers 
working  on  other  campuses. 

Mr.  Ansley  was  elected  at  an  April 
1 1  meeting  here  to  succeed  Syracuse 
University  Chancellor  Emeritus  Wil¬ 
liam  Pearson  Tolley,  founding  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Foundation. 

Elected  vice-chairman  was  Robert 
P.  Weatherford,  Jr.,  Phoenix,  Ariz., 


Local  Church  Ministry,  said  there  is 
widespread  confusion  about  what  kind 
of  ministry  to  youth  the  church  is  pro¬ 
viding. 

“Supposedly  we  have  killed  the 
traditional  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  style  of  program,”  he  said.  “We 
no  longer  provide  resources  for  that 
kind  of  organization  and  yet  we  recog¬ 
nize  the  popularity  of  many  quasi-re¬ 
ligious  club-type  groups.” 

He  also  said  the  dismantling  of 
youth  ministry  structures  and  the  re¬ 
duction  of  general  and  annual  confer¬ 
ence  staff  working  with  youth  has 
added  to  the  confusion. 

The  job  of  developing  a  clear  pur¬ 
pose  and  philosophy  of  youth  ministry 
is  being  taken  very  seriously  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  which  has  been 
designated  by  the  General  Conference 
to  perform  this  task,  Mr.  Courtoy  said. 


ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (UMI)  —  Through 
concurrent  authorization  of  two  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  units,  titles  to  church-related 
properties  in  the  Philippines  are  in 
process  of  being  turned  over  to  Filipino 
church  groups  by  the  two  units. 

The  properties  involved  are  estima¬ 
ted  to  be  valued  roughly  at  not  less 
than  $8  million  to  $9  million,  said  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Edwin  O.  Fisher,  Jr.,  head 
of  the  Board.  Included  are  titles  to 
such  major  institutions  as  Mary  Johns¬ 
ton  Hospital,  Philippines  Wesleyan 
College,  and  Manila’s  Knox  Memorial 
and  Central  United  Methodist  Church¬ 
es,  as  well  as  social  agencies,  some  mis¬ 
sionary  residences,  parsonages,  schools, 
churches,  etc. 

Titles  to  property  have  been  held 
by  the  Women’s  and  World  Divisions 
of  the  Board.  Both  divisions  officially 
authorized  the  title  transfers  at  their 
March  23-31  meetings  here.  The  trans¬ 
fer  machinery  has  been  and  will  be  in 
process  for  some  time,  it  was  said. 

Receiving  title  to  properties  are 
units  of  the  Philippines  United  Meth- 


manager  of  general  services  for  the 
Arizona  Public  Service  Company. 
Elected  secretary-treasurer  was  Dr. 
Fred  E.  Harris,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary  of  the  Divis¬ 
ion  of  Higher  Education  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

Administrative  officer  and  president 
of  the  foundation  which  has  offices  in 
Nashville  is  Maurice  E.  Gordon. 

New  trustees  named  to  the  20-mem- 
ber  board  are  Mrs.  Vincent  Adams, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Dr.  William  L. 
Apetz,  president  of  Gloucester  County 
College,  Sewell,  N.J.;  Dr.  Thomas  K. 
Kim,  president  of  McMurry  College, 
Abilene,  Tex.;  Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson, 
Morganton,  N.C.;  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon,  Jr.,  Topeka,  Kans.;  and  Dr. 
Isaac  H.  Miller,  Jr.,  president  of  Ben¬ 
nett  College,  Greensboro,  N.C. 


The  task  force,  he  said,  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  evaluate  the  present  philoso¬ 
phies  and  structures  of  youth  ministry 
and  to  establish  a  system  of  linkage  or 
mutual  support  between  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  the  general  church. 

First  step  in  the  process  is  to  iden¬ 
tify  issues  and  secondly  to  invite  peo¬ 
ple  to  explore  these  issues.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  more  than  150  persons  represent¬ 
ing  youth  council  presidents  and  youth 
coordinators  are  expected  to  create  an 
ongoing  process  by  which  they  can 
participate  in  the  evolution  of  the  fut¬ 
ure  of  youth  ministry  in  the  church. 

Specifically,  the  Consultation  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  produce  some  possible  alter¬ 
native  forms  of  youth  ministry  from 
annual  conferences  of  the  church  and 
to  create  from  these  models  of  minis¬ 
try  which  can  be  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  1974  for  in- 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Title  to 
properties  held  by  American  agencies 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  are  in 
process  of  being  transferred  to  the 
newly  autonomous  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Sij6rra  Leone. 

Included  are  schools,  churches,  mis¬ 
sionary  residences,  and  other  projects 
and  institutions  for  which  title  here¬ 
tofore  has  been  held  by  the  World 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and/or  its 
predecessor  agencies  in  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 
Sierra  Leone  was  the  earliest  and  lar¬ 
gest  “mission  field”  in  Africa  of  the 
EUB  Church. 
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odist  Central  Conference  and  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Church  of  Christ  in  the  Philippines. 
Among  such  units  are  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Work  Foundation, 
annual  conferences  and  institutional 
boards  of  trustees, 
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Scarritt  to 
host  Peace 
Consultation 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  A 
United  Methodist  Consultation  on 
Peace  and  the  Self-Development  of 
Peoples,  the  first  of  several  such  meet¬ 
ings  anticipated  across  the  United 
States  this  year,  will  be  held  at  Scar¬ 
ritt  College  here  May  11-13. 

The  weekend  meeting  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries,  the  National 
Coordinating  Committee  on  the  Bish¬ 
ops’  Call  for  Peace  and  the  Self-De¬ 
velopment  of  Peoples,  and  the  Scar¬ 
ritt  Center  for  Continuing  Education. 

Keynote  speaker  and  resource  lead¬ 
er  for  the  consultation  will  be  Bishop 
James  Armstrong,  Aberdeen,  S.  Dak., 
chairman  of  the  United  Methodist 


depth  testing.  In  1975  the  Board  will 
be  asked  to  adopt  a  philosophy,  struc¬ 
ture,  and  program  for  youth  minis¬ 
try  for  presentation  to  the  1976  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship-Annual  Conference  Youth  Minis¬ 
try  Task  Force  are  Mr.  Courtoy, 
Richard  Rice,  Earl  Barfoot,  James 
Bass,  David  Eakin,  and  Susan  Wickett 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  staff,  Jeff 
Page,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  David  Wilcox, 
Roswell,  N.  Mex.,  and  Beatrice  Jones, 
Sumter,  S.  C.,  representing  conference 
youth  councils,  and  Noah  Long,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  Don  Cottrill,  Shreveport, 
La.,  and  Rex  Britt,  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
conference  coordinators  of  youth  min¬ 
istry. 

t 

United  Methodist 
Student  Day, 

June  10 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)— “One 
generation  dreams  .  .  .  another 
achieves”  will  be  the  theme  for  the 
annual  United  Methodist  Student  Day 
to  be  observed  by  local  churches  across 
the  nation  June  10. 

In  addition  to  recognizing  thousands 
of  students,  churches  will  take  a  spe¬ 
cial  offering  to  provide  financial  as¬ 
sistance  to  United  Methodist  college 
and  university  students. 

Dr.  E.  Craig  Brandenburg,  assistant 
general  secretary  in  charge  of  the 
scholarship  and  loan  program  adminis¬ 
tered  through  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  reports  the 
1972  offering  as  $205,231,  a  drop  of 
$21,000  from  the  previous  year. 

Scholarships  are  awarded  United 
Methodist  students  on  the  basis  of 
need,  of  ability,  and  the  promise  of 
usefulness  to  the  church.  Dr.  Branden¬ 
burg  explained.  Undergraduate,  grad¬ 
uate,  and  professional  students  are 
eligible  for  help. 

While  scholarships  are  limited  to 
United  Methodist  students  in  United 
Methodist-related  schools,  loans  are 
made  to  United  Methodist  students  at¬ 
tending  any  accredited  college  or  uni¬ 
versity  if  they  fulfill  other  require¬ 
ments. 

“Loans,  scholarships,  and  students 
are  three  very  important  words,”  Dr. 
Brandenburg  said.  “They  change 
dreams  into  achievements,  visions  into 
reality.  Members  of  our  church  who 
wish  for  a  better  world  will  do  well 
to  make  a  substantial  investment  in 
youth  and  in  Christian  higher  educa¬ 
tion. 

All  United  Methodist  pastors  have 
received  Student  Day  posters,  bro¬ 
chures,  and  suggested  worship  re¬ 
sources. 
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Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  Consultation  at  Scarritt  is 
scheduled  to  open  Friday,  May  11,  at 
10:30  a.m.  and  adjourn  Sunday,  May 
13  at  3:30  p.m.  For  registration  infor¬ 
mation,  write  Dr.  Robert  Reber,  Scar¬ 
ritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 


Property  title  transfers  in  process 
for  autonomous  churches 


Higher  Education  Foundation  elects  officers 
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LITTLE  GIANT 

The  name  to  remember  for 


FIBERGLASS 
SPIRES -CROSSES 


BAPTISTRIES -SIGNS  #  I  \\ 

lill.i'  WATER  HEATERS  .A 
KRINKLGLAS  WINDOWS  /[ 


{^hurch  credit  plans  available. 

Free  colored  brochure. 

LIHLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
Phone:  713  8834246' 


cTHeTHODIST  ©HILDREN'5  ^ome 


(Memorials  list  continued  from  last  week) 


MRS.  ASIE  W,  MOORE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dudley  Kemper 
JACK  McCROCKLIN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Dudley  Kemper 
A,  G.  POWELL 

by  Mr.  $i  Mrs.  J.  Dudley  Kemper 
WM.  M.  POLLOCK 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Dudley  Kemper 
ROBERT  L.  ANDERSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Browning 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  J.  Peairs 
MRS .  LILLA  WYCHE 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  A.  N.  Tooke 
HERMAN  BUSCH,  SR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roy  Loup 
MRS.  PHILLIP  R.  STRANGE 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  W.  Thomas 
MRS.  MARGARET  LORRAIN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eloi  Primeaux 
MRS.  MARY  ELIZABETH  DOSS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Morelle  Emmons 
SAM  MASSINGALE 
by  Bettye  &  Carlton  White,  Vivian 
and  Fred  White 

MRS .  MATTIE  CRAWFORD  WILSON 
by  Iris  Grafton 

MRS.  JIMMIE  McDOUGAL  BRASHIER 
by  Iris  Grafton 
MRS.  MATTIE  C.  WILSON 
by  Qeo  S .  Piratt 
MRS .  FRANK  PRICE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Glenn  E .  Laskey 
LES  CARGILL 
by  Mrs.  T.  L.  James,  Jr. 

MRS.  J.  E.  WYCHE 
by  Harold  Montgomery 
REV.  &  MRS.  NORSWORTHY 
by  Cross  Roads  United  Methodist 
Church,  Coushatta 
MRS.  GLADYS  B.  BURR 
by  Census  Dept,  of  Orleans  Parish 
School  Board 
by  Mrs  .  Ula  F .  Holte 
LILLIE  MAE  NELSON  WYCHE 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Geo.  G.  Nelson,  Jr. 
MRS.  CARRIE  LEE  MERRITT 
by  Miss  Lucille  Malone 
THOMAS  C.  WILLIAMS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Arthur  Bezette 
LEE  CARGILL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  H.  Hanks 
OLIVER  BARR 
by  Billy  &  Evelyn  James 
MRS.  W.  E.  SHELL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Curtis 
MRS.  MARY  MOORE 
by  Mrs.  Cordelia  Ehrlich 
AUBREY  LEIGH 
byGlenmora  W.S.C.S. 


DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mrs  .  Robert  Francis 
MRS.  MABEL  WRIGHT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Galbraith 
W.  W.  KNIGHTON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  O.  Webb 
ROBERT  ANDERSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  O.  Webb 
MRS.  ZILLA  JONES 
by  Mrs.  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 

MRS.  DICK  TROY 
by  Mrs.  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 

MRS.  LORA  SUGAR 
by  Mrs.  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 

REV.  THURMAN  SPINKS 
by  Choudrant  United  Methodist 
Church 

REV.  THURMAN  SPINKS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Grady  Kelly 
by  Doris  Freeman 
DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  D.  Wallace 
H. P. STALL 

by  Eula  Lesley  &  Pearl  Harrison 
DOUGLAS  CARNAHAN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Frank  Mulheam 
WILLIS  HIGGINS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Bobby  Greer 
HARRY  STILL 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Lee  Bergeron 
JOE  MAY 

byMr.S  Mrs.  PaulJ.  Hudson 
MARVIN  McKINNEY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Hug^  B.  McKinney 
MRS .  IRENE  ABLES 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Scotty  Robertson 
MRS.  SARAH  HOWELL  * 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Scotty  Robertson 
HARRY  P.  STALL 
by  McLean  Bible  Class,  Gibsland 
UMC 

MRS.  GLADYS  BURR 
by  Marguerite  E .  Poole 
REV.  THURMAN  SPINKS 
by  Miss  Thelma  Matthews 
MRS.  ELSIE  B.  COOKE 
^  The  C .  M .  Cooke  Family 
KIRK  COCKE RHAM 
by  Mrs  .  Henry  M.  Thomas 
MRS.  FRANK  S.  PRICE 
by  Mrs  .  J .  T.  Riser 
MRS .  DAISY  McLELAND 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs ,  Leebob  Cox 
MRS .  JOE  McCORMlCK 
by  Mr.  .&  Mrs .  Leebob  Cox 
E.  B.  WHITFIELD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Leebob  Cox 
MRS.  C.  L.  MERRITT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dudley  Kemper 


New  members  received 
into  St.  James  Church, 
Marrero,  on  Palm  Sunday 
by  Pastor  Ted  Smith. 
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BELOW;  The  Shreveport  Metro¬ 
politan  Ministry  recently  sponsored 
an  operetta,  “Easter  Time  is  a 
Happy  Time,”  at  the  St.  James  Day 
Care  Center.  The  presentation  was 
written  by  Fern  Glasgow  Dunlap 
and  directed  by  Mrs.  Audrey  Milo. 
The  Rev.  James  Graham  is  director 
of  Metropolitan  Ministries. 


The  membership  class  of  Springhill 
Church,  received  into  the  church  on 
Palm  Sunday,  board  new  church  bus 
for  a  trip  to  Ruston.  The  Rev. 
George  Harkins,  minister,  led  the 
group  on  a  tour  of  the  Children’s 
Home  and  other  United  Methodist 
facilities.  Youth  of  the  7th  and  8th 
grades  joined  the  class  for  the  trip. 


RIGHT:  Libby  DeLaune 
of  First  Church,  Denham 
Springs,  by  a  poster  she 
drew  with  the  theme 
“What  Easter  Means  To 
Me.”  All  children  in 
the  Elementary  Division 
drew  pictures,  which 
were  then  displayed  in 
the  Education  Building. 
The  Rev.  Carey  Martin 
is  pastor. 


The  Iowa  Church  Confirmation  class  received  into  membership 
on  Palm  Sunday  by  the  Rev.  John  Sayes,  pastor. 
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Pictured  with  youth  received  into  membership  Palm  Sunday  at  First 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  are  (back  row  center,  from  left)  the  Rev. 
James  W.  Ailor,  associate  minister  and  sponsor  of  the  Confirmation 
class;  the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar,  minister  of  youth  and  education; 
and  the  Rev.  George  Pearce,  senior  minister.  Mrs.  James  W.  Batche¬ 
lor  (not  pictured)  assisted  Ailor  with  the  class. 
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The  largest  class  ever 
was  received  into  St. 
John’s  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  on  Palm  Sunday 
as  the  congregation  cele¬ 
brated  10  years  of  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  District. 
The  William  D.  Peeples 
is  minister. 
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UNITED  STATES 
POSTAGE  STAMP 
MACHINE 

If  you  qualify  as  our  local  distributor,  we  will  do 
everyting  necessary  to  put  you  in  business. 

Men  or  Women 
Age  No  Barrier 

Profits  Will  Amaze  You 
For  Modest  Investment 

POSTAGE  STAMPS,  INC. 

300  Interstate  North  N.  W 
Atlanta.  Ga.  30339 
Phone:  432-4439 


$15,000-$30,000  YEAR  PROFIT  POTEN¬ 
TIAL  Send  $2.00  for  book,  "Raising 
Rabbits  for  Us.”  Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  back. 

RABBIT  RANCHERS  OF  AMERICA 
Box  118-LM  Braman,  Oklahoma  74632 
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CASH  INCOME  HOSPITAL  PLAN 

Pays  A  Cash  Benefit  When  You  Are  Hospitalized 
For  Any  Covered  Accident  Or  Sickness 

Pays  A  Cash  Benefit  Regardless  Of  Any  Other 

Insurance  You  May  Have 


IMPORTANT  QUESTIONS  ANSWERED  THAT  TELL  YOU  HOW 
STANDARD  LIFE’S  CASH  INCOME  HOSPITAL  PLAN  GIVES 
THE  PROTECTION  YOU  AND  YOUR  FAMILY  NEED 


1.  HOW  LONG  WILL  I  BE  PROTECTEO? 

You  will  be  paid  the  daily  benefit  you 
select  when  you  are  hospitalized,  for  as 
long  as  365  days  for  any  covered  sickness 
or  accident. 

2.  WHEN  DO  BENEFITS  BEGIN? 

Benefits  begin  immediately  when  confine¬ 
ment  is  due  to  accident  and  with  the 
fourth  day  of  confinement  due  to  sickness. 

3.  WHEN  DOES  THE  COVERAGE 
BECOME  EFFECTIVE? 

Accidents  are  covered  from  issue  date. 
Sickness  which  first  manifests  itself  more 
than  14  days  after  issue  date  is  covered. 

4.  WHAT  IF  I  AM  OVER  65? 

Even  if  you  are  over  65,  this  plan  pays  you 
cash  —  directly  to  you  to  spend  as  you 
wish  —  in  addition  to  Medicare  and  any 
other  insurance  you  may  have. 

5.  IS  YOUR  COMPANY  LICENSED  IN 
MY  STATE? 

YES;  standard  Life  and  Accident  is  Li¬ 
censed,  and  conforms  to  all  state  laws, 
with  many  years  of  faithful  service  to 
policyholders. 

6.  HOW  DOES  THE  MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE  WORK? 

Examine  the  policy  in  the  privacy  of  your 
home,  show  it  to  your  doctor,  friends  or 
attorney.  If  not  satisfied,  return  in  10  days 
for  a  full  refund. 

YOU  HAVE  A  CHOICE 
OF  TWO  PLANS 

$28.57  A  DAY  OR  $14.28  A  DAY  FOR 
HOSPITAL  CONFINEMENT  DUE  TO 
COVERED  SICKNESS  OR  ACCIDENT. 
PAYABLE  FOR  AS  LONG  AS  365 
DAYS.  CHILDREN’S  BENEFIT  IS  50% 
OF  ADULT  BENEFIT. 


ACCIDENT  BENEFITS  BEGIN  WITH 
THE  FIRST  DAY,  SICKNESS  BENE¬ 
FITS  WITH  THE  FOURTH  DAY  OF 
CONFINEMENT. 


RENEWABILITY:  This  policy  is  re¬ 
newable  at  the  option  of  the  Company 
only,  and  premiums  may  be  subject 
to  change. 

These  benefits  are  provided  by  Stand¬ 
ard’s  Family  Hospital  Income  Policy 
form  915. 


7.  ARE  THERE  ANY  CONDITIONS  NOT 
COVERED  RIGHT  AWAY? 

In  order  to  provide  this  coverage  at  a  more 
reasonable  premium,  sickness  resulting  in 
surgery,  cancer,  tuberculosis,  heart  disease, 
appendicitis,  hernia,  gall  bladder,  kidneys, 
and  diseases  affecting  or  involving  the  fe¬ 
male  generative  organs  are  not  covered  un¬ 
til  the  policy  has  been  in  force  for  six 
months. 

Conditions  that  existed  prior  to  the  effective 
date  are  not  covered  for  the  first  two  years. 

8.  WHAT  IS  NOT  COVERED  BY  THE 
POLICY? 

The  policy  does  not  cover  war  or  any  act 
of  war;  intentionally  self-inflicted  injuries; 
mental  conditions  or  disorders;  dental  work; 
cosmetic  surgery;  pregnancy;  venereal  dis¬ 
ease  or  syphilis;  use  of  intoxicants  and 
narcotics;  or  confinement  in  a  government 
hospital. 

9.  HOW  WILL  I  PAY  THE  PREMIUMS 
AFTER  THE  FIRST  MONTH? 

Within  30  days  after  you  receive  your  policy, 
we  will  send  you  a  premium  notice.  You 
may  then  pay  one,  three,  six  or  twelve 
months  premiums  as  you  wish.  However, 
you  will  save  money  if  you  pay  other  than 
monthly. 

10.  HOW  DO  I  JOIN  THIS  PROGRAM? 

Just  complete  the  application  and  mail  it 
with  the  First  Month’s  Premium. 


PREMIUM  SCHEDULE 

First  Month’s  Premium  For  All 
Eligible  Members  Of  Your 
Family  Is  $1.00 

Monthly  Premium  For  Each 
Covered  Family  Member  After 
The  First  Month  Is  Shown 
Below. 


BENEFIT 

AGE 

$28.57 

A  DAY 

$14.28 

A  DAY 

18-49 

7.20 

3.60 

50-65 

9.60 

4.80 

66-74 

12.00 

6.00 

75-90 

18.00 

9.00 

Children 

0-17 

2.04 

1.02 

Premiums  are 

not  increased  due  to 

advancing  age  after  policy  issue. 

This  offer  is  available  only 
to  residents  of  Louisiana 


TO  GIVE  YOU  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  EXAMINE  THE  POLICY  we  will  extend 
coverage  to  your  entire  family,  providing  they  are  eligible,  for  the  First  Month's 
Premium  shown  in  the  premium  schedule.  Even  then  after  you  receive  your 
policy  if  you  are  not  100%  satisfied  you  may  return  it  within  ten  days  and 
get  your  money  back.  Of  course,  we  hope  you  will  decide  to  keep  it.  Your 
renewal  premium  beginning  with  the  second  month  will  be  based  on  the 
age  of  each  covered  family  member  as  shown  in  the  premium  schedule. 


COMPLETE  AND  MAIL  YOUR  APPLICATION  TODAY.  THE  FAMILY  PRE¬ 
MIUM  WILL  COVER  ALL  ELIGIBLE  MEMBERS  OF  YOUR  FAMILY  FOR 
THE  FIRST  MONTH. 


APPLICATION  FOR  CASH  INCOME  HOSPITAL  PLAN 


Application  To  Standard  Life  and  Accident  Insurance  Company 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73193 

Gentlemen:  I  am  enclosing  $1.00  in  payment  for  one  month’s  insurance  for  your 
Hospital  Income  Plan  (Form  915).  Check  one:  □  $28.57  a  day  □  $14.28  a  day 

My  name  is _ _ _ 

Street  or  RFD  No.  — . — - — - 

City  _ _ State - Zip - 

Date  of  Birth:  Mo _ Day - Year - Age - 

I  also  hereby  apply  for  coverage  for  the  members  of  my 
family  listed  below: 

FULL  NAME  (Please  Print) 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

List  additional  names  on  separate  sheet  and  enclose  with  this  application  blank. 

To  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief,  have  you  or  any  person  listed  above  ever 
had  high  or  low  blood  pressure,  heart  trouble,  diabetes,  cancer,  arthritis,  or  tubercu¬ 
losis  or  have  you  or  they,  within  the  last  five  years,  been  disabled  by  either  accident 
or  illness,  had  medical  advice  or  treatment,  taken  prescribed  medication  for  any  con¬ 
dition,  or  been  advised  to  have  a  surgical  operation? 

Yes  □  No  □ 

If  so,  give  details  stating  persons  affected,  cause,  date,  name  and  address  of  attend¬ 
ing  physician  and  whether  fully  recovered. 


Date  _ — _  Signature  - 

DMA  LM5  b-2317 


Mail  your  check  or  money  order  to: 

STANDARD  LIFE  &  ACCIDENT  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73193 

IMPORTANT  —  Please  Answer  Every  Question 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 
MO.  DAY  YEAR 
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CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
SHREVEPORT,  LA. 
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#  Mt.  Sequoyah  events 


Jurisdictional  Conference  on 
Ecumenical  Mission,  July  15-19 


The  Conference  on  Ecumenical 
Mission  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  July  15-19, 
1973,  provides  leadership  training  for 
12  denominations  in  eight  states,  in¬ 
cluding  official  participation  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Council 
on  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Program  Director  for  the 
event  will  be  the  Rev,  W.  Eugene  Kay, 
pastor  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Mooreland,  Okla. 

Leaders  for  the  event  include:  (1) 
Dr.  Hans-Ruedi  Weber,  a  Swiss  Re¬ 
formed  pastor  who  holds  the  Biblical 
Study  portfolio  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
will  deliver  Bible  lectures  on  Justice, 
Liberation  and  Development;  (2)  the 
Rev.  William  Sterling  Cary,  United 
Church  of  Christ  minister,  and  newly 
elected  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  who  lectures  on 
“Christians  and  Responsible  Use  of 
Power;”  (3)  Mrs.  Margaret  L.  Son- 
nenday,  a  United  Methodist  mission 
leader  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  national 
vice  president  of  Church  Women  Uni¬ 
ted,  who  will  lead  workshops  for 
Church  Women  United;  and  (4)  Dr. 
Donald  E.  Struchen,  coordinator  of 


Mission  Leaders  of  the  Section  of 
Education  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  who  will 
conduct  workshop  sessions  for  United 
Methodist  mission  leaders  attending 
the  Conference. 

Other  leaders  include  the  following 
United  Methodists:  Dr.  Mouzon  Mann, 
Hope,  Ark.,  class  leader  for  “Chris¬ 
tians  and  the  Responsible  Use  of  Pow¬ 
er;”  the  Rev.  Carr  Dee  Racop,  Ash¬ 
down,  Ark.,  coordinator  of  Junior 
High  Program;  and  Mrs.  Doug  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Oklahoma  City,  director  of 
Children’s  Program. 

Leadership  and  facilities  for  all  ages 
— babies,  pre-school  children,  elemen¬ 
tary  children,  as  well  as  Junior  Highs, 
Senior  Highs  and  Adults  —  will  be 
provided. 

The  Registration  fee  of  $12.50  for 
individuals  ($20  for  family  registration) 
should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  R.  C.  Allmon, 
Route  2,  Rogers,  Ark.  72756.  A  room 
deposit  of  $2.50  per  person  should  go 
to  Mt.  Sequoyah  Methodist  Assembly, 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  72701.  Early  regis¬ 
tration  will  assure  desired  accommoda¬ 
tions. 
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Laboratory  Training  Enterprise 


for  church  school  workers,  July  1-6 


A  Laboratory  Training  Enterprise 
for  the  Ministry  of  the  Church  School 
will  be  held  July  1-6,  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Sponsored  by  the  South  Central  Jur¬ 
isdiction  Council  on  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Enter¬ 
prise  provides  leadership  training  for 
workers  with  children,  youth,  adults, 
library,  and  weekday  kindergarten.  A 
Seminar  for  prospective  Laboratory 
leaders  will  also  be  held  (prerequisites 
include  attendance  at  two  previous 
Labs.)  The  Weekday  Kindergarten 
and  Seminar  sessions  begin  Junv?  30. 

Resource  persons  will  include: 
LEADERS  OF  CHILDREN  —  Har¬ 
dy  Tippett,  Houston,  Tex.;  the  Rev. 
Richard  Monroe,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
the  Rev.  Robert  Havens,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.;  Jose  Bove,  Coral  Gables,  Fla.; 
Miss  LaDonna  Bogardus,  Nashville, 
Tenn.;  Mrs.  L.  L.  Hackler,  Bartles¬ 
ville,  Okla.; 

LEADERS  OF  YOUTH— the  Rev. 


James  Pomeroy,  Jamestown,  N.  D.; 
the  Rev.  David  Chaney,  DeKalb,  Ill.; 
the  Rev.  Cliff  Kolb,  Jr.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.; 

LEADERS  OF  ADULTS  —  the 
Rev.  Gene  Rushing,  Denver,  Colo.; 
Miss  Martha  Jones,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 

SEMINAR  FOR  PROSPECTIVE 
LABORATORY  LEADERS  —  Miss 
Nancy  Eastridge,  Wichita,  Kans.;  Miss 
Aileen  M.  Sanborn,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
AUDIO  VISUALS  —  L.  L.  Hackler, 
Bartlesville,  Okla. 

Registration  Fees  are  as  follows: 
Adults  —  Lab  Classes:  $35;  Lab  and 
Seminar:  $50;  Youth  (Grades  7-12 
Fall  1972)  —  $10;  Children  —  $6. 

Fees  shoud  be  sent  to  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  Director  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  Box  4325,  Shreve¬ 
port  71104.  Room  deposits  of  $2.50 
per  person  should  go  to  Room  Regis¬ 
trar  Mt.  Sequoyah  Methodist  Assemb¬ 
ly,  Fayetteville,  Ark.  72701. 
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'Worldwide  Day 


Uniteid  Methodist 


of  Commitment' 
Sunday,  June  10 


Heritage  Tour 
planned  for  Nov.  19 


Pentecost,  which  this  year  is  on 
Sunday,  June  10,  has  been  selected  as 
a  “World-Wide  Day  of  Commitment,” 
to  launch  the  planning  for  the  1975 
event.  Fifty-three  nations  are  involved 
in  this  effort. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  has 
been  made  a  member  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  Committee  on 
Evangelism.  This  committee  is 
concerned  with  plans  for  the  world¬ 
wide  evangelistic  thrust  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  1975.  “Calling  the 
World  to  Christ,  1973-1975,”  a  follow¬ 
up  to  Key  73. 

Others  from  this  area  who  are  in¬ 
volved  as  members  of  this  committee 
are  Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Laskey  of  Ruston, 
who  has  served  as  president  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Missions,  now  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries,  and  Dr.  Gains  H.  J. 
Thibodeaux  of  Shreveport,  Head  of 
Evangelism  for  the  A.M.E.  Church  in 
the  United  States. 

Chairman  of  the  world  committee  is 
Bishop  Gerald  Ensley,  resident  bishop 
of  the  Ohio  Area.  The  Rev.  George 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Tour  of  England  will  depart 
Nov.  19  from  Shreveport  for  a  nine- 
day  visit  of  Methodist  historical  sites 
in  England. 

Sponsored  by  the  annual  conference 
Historical  Society  and  the  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History,  the  tour  is 
one  of  nine  departures  this  fall  which 
will  afford  more  than  2,000  interested 
Methodists  an  unusual  opportunity  to 
visit  Epworth,  Oxford,  Bristol,  Lon¬ 
don  and  other  significant  Wesleyan 
centers. 

District  Directors  for  the  tour  have 
been  appointed  to  assist  in  the  inter¬ 
pretation  and  promotion  of  this  pro¬ 
gram,  and  these  will  be  announced 
next  week  in  the  Louisiana  Methodist. 
Cost  of  the  tour  is  $499  from  Shreve¬ 
port.  For  a  descriptive  brochure,  write 
to:  United  Meth^ist  Heritage  Tour, 
P.  O.  Box  4111,  Monroe,  La.  71201. 
t 


W.  Sails  of  London,  England,  is  vice 
chairman. 

t 


A  Ginkgo  tree,  the  only  surviving  species  of  on  order  of  plants  that  are 
said  to  date  back  approximately  250  million  years  to  the  early  Mesozoic 
Era,  was  planted  on  the  Centenary  College  campus  in  a  May  4  ceremony 
as  a  living  memorial  to  the  men  missing  in  action-in  Vietnam.  The  tree 
was  donated  and  planted  by  members  of  the  Sigma  Gamma  Epsilon  honor¬ 
ary  geology  club.  The  tree,  secured  from  a  local  nursery,  is  probably 
better  known  as  the  ^laidenhair  Fern  Tree  or  the  “living  fossil.”  It  was 
discovered  growing  in  temple  gardens  in  the  Orient  and  has  been  prized 
since  as  an  ornamental  tree  because  of  its  beauty,  resistance  to  insects 
and  tolerance  of  air  pollution.  The  tree  is  slender,  with  fan-shaped, 
fern-like  leaves,  and  grows  to  a  height  of  60  to  80  feet.  Shown  in  photo¬ 
graph  (left  to  right)  are;  Dr.  Nolan  G.  Shaw,  professor  of  Geology  at 
Centenary,  Don  Thomas,  Mark  Schroeder,  Roger  Irby,  and  Jerry  Alagood. 


Lafayette  District  Conference 


(From  left)  Lafayette 
District  Superintendent 
Kenneth  McDowell  with 
the  Rev.  Louis  Streams, 
Walmsiey  Church,  Morgan 
City,  and  the  Rev.  Bob 
Lawton,  Pharr  Chapel 
Church,  Morgan  City, 
host  pastors  for  ••ecent 
District  Conferenc  . 
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Dr.  John  Trotter  (left),  1000  Club  treas¬ 
urer,  presents  a  $10,000  check  to  the 
Rev.  Louis  Streams  for  Trinity  Church, 
Baldwin. 


The  Rev.  Joe  McLean,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Evangelism,  was  the  Key 
73  speaker  at  the  District 
Conference. 


Pharr  Chapel  and  Walmsiey  Church  choirs  sing  the  national  anthem 
at  Lafayette  District  Conference  in  Morgan  City  Municipal  Audi¬ 
torium. 
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LeDarby  Salter  (left),  president  of 
the  Joy  Church  School  Class  of  Man- 
gum  Memorial  Church,  Shreveport, 
and  Jim  Harper  with  Key  73  symbol 
which  Harper’s  company  designed 
for  display  in  the  church.  The  sym¬ 
bol,  screened  on  mahogany,  red  and 
white  on  black,  can  also  be  dis¬ 
played  in  offices  and  elsewhere  as  a 
positive  witness  to  the  movement. 
The  plaques  sell  for  $12.50  each; 
in  quantities  of  six  or  more,  there 
is  a  25  per  cent  discount.  Harper 
has  also  designed  vinyl  placemats 
with  the  Key  73  symbol  for  home 
use.  Either  item  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  Mr.  Jim  Harper,  c/o  Mangum 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
2739  Stonewall  St.,  Shreveport,  La. 
71109, 


THE  REV.  LEROY  FIELDS 

The  Rev.  LeRoy  Fields,  a  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  since 
1919,  was  born  in  Greenwood,  La.  on 
Oct  25,  1888  and  died  on  April  21, 
1973,  the  day  before  Easter.  He  is 
siirvived  by  his  wife,  Georgia  Foster 
Fields  of  Slidell,  and  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Harris  of  Shreveport. 

In  addition  to  a  number  of  pastor¬ 
ates,  some  of  which  were  in  the  old 
Lincoln  Conference,  he  had  served  as 
a  district  superintendent.  His  first  ap¬ 
pointment  was  the  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion 
circuit,  Slidell,  where  he  met  and  mar¬ 
ried  Mrs.  Fields,  and  where  he  served 
for  two  years  following  his  retirement 
from  the  active  ministry  in  1961. 

Mr.  Fields  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Shreveport  during  his 
youth.  He  received  the  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  from  Southern  University 
and  the  bachelor  of  divinity  degree 
from  Gammon  Theological  Seminary. 

The  funeral  service  was  conducted 
from  this  church  with  the  Rev.  O.  W. 
Christopher,  present  pastor,  officiat¬ 
ing.  Others  assisting  with  the  service 
included  Dr.  William  Fraser,  Ham¬ 
mond  District  superintendent;  Dr. 
Robert  F.  Harrington,  New  Orleans 
District  superintendent;  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Sr.,  and  Mr.  Allen  L.  Brown 
of  New  Orleans,  vice  chairman  of  the 
conference  Board  of  the  Laity.  Hon¬ 
orary  pallbearers  were  ministers  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

■  t 

Bishop  Golden 
to  head  Council 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMI)  — 
Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden  of  Los  An¬ 
geles  is  the  new  president  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church’s  Council  of 
Bishops.  He  succeeds  Bishop  O.  Eu¬ 
gene  Slater  of  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
who  concluded  his  one-year  term  at 
the  close  of  the  Council’s  spring  meet¬ 
ing  here  April  27. 

Named  president-elect  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  a  year  ago,  Bishop  Golden  now 
moves  into  the  church’s  highest  ec¬ 
clesiastical  office  for  a  one-year  term. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1960, 
Bishop  Golden  served  in  Nashville- 
Birmingham  and  San  Francisco  Areas 
before  being  assigned  to  the  Los  An¬ 
geles  Area  last  summer.  He  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  black  bishop  to  head  the  Council 
of  Bishops.  In  1965-66,  Bishop  Prince 
A.  Taylor,  Jr.,  of  Princeton,  N.  J., 
was  the  first. 

The  60-year-old  bishop  is  a  native 
Mississippian,  with  a  long  experience 
as  a  pastor,  college  professor.  Army 


Tom  Matheny  to 
chair  legal 
committee 

Tom  H.  Matheny,  Hammohd  attor¬ 
ney,  has  been  named  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Standards  for  Correc¬ 
tional  Institutions  of  the  Louisiana 
State  Bar  Association,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  M.  Truman  Wood¬ 
ward,  Jr.,  president-elect  of  that  or¬ 
ganization. 

Other  members  of  the  Association 
named  to  the  committee  are:  Mariam 
C.  Abbott,  New  Orleans;  Ray  A,  Bar- 
low,  Shreveport;  Professor  B.J.  Bar- 
oni.  New  Orleans;  Garic  K.  Barranger, 
Covington;  Philip  Claverie,  New  Or- 
leeins;  R.  M.  Denton  of  Metairie;  Jac¬ 
queline  M.  Goldberg,  New  Orleans; 
Bernard  Horton,  New  Orleans;  C.  Im- 
bomone,  Metairie;  D.  Katten,  New 
Orleans;  R.  Manard,  Kenner;  Donald 
T.  W.  Phelps,  Baton  Rouge;  Robert 
Rainold,  New  Orleans;  Robert  Red- 
niann,New  Orleans;  Floyd  Reed,  New 
Orleans;  Leon  Rudolph,  New  Orleans; 
L.  J.  Smith,  New  Orleans;  Burton 
Wade,  St.  Joseph;  and  Bulma  F.  Wolf- 
son,  New  Orleans. 

t 

DR.  CLARENCE  SNELLEVG 
RECEIVES  EDUCATOR  AWARD 

Dr.  Clarence  H.  Sielling,  Jr.,  on 
special  appointment  from  the  ^  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  as  associate  pfbfessor 
of  Christian  Education  at  Iliff  School 
of  Theology,  has  received  ah  Out¬ 
standing  Educator  of  America’^'hward. 

Dr.  Snelling  holds  degrees  from  Tu- 
lane  University,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  and  Drew  University. 

Other  1973  award  recipients  from 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  are  Dr.  Ches¬ 
ter  A.  Pennington,  professor  of  Preach¬ 
ing  and  Worship,  and  Dr.  Thomas  B. 
Robb,  assistant  professor  of  Ministry 
and  director  of  Field  Education. 
_ t _ 

chaplain  and  missions  board  executive 
before  he  was  elected  a  bishop.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Clark  College  and  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary,  both  in  At¬ 
lanta,  and  has  a  master’s  degree  from 
Boston  University,  as  well  as  several 
honorary  doctorates. 

He  administers  the  largest  area  in 
the  church’s  Western  Jurisdiction — the 
Los  Angeles  Area  with  250,000  mem¬ 
bers  in  500  churches. 

Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder  of  Detroit, 
head  of  the  church’s  Michigan  Area, 
was  named  president-elect  of  the 
Council  for  1974-75. 

t 


The  Rev.  Freddie  Hen¬ 
derson,  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  director  at  South¬ 
ern  University,  Baton 
Rouge,  in  front  of  tem¬ 
porary  Foundation  quar¬ 
ters.  The  infant  campus 
ministry  program  has  been 
assisted  by  the  use  of 
this  building-the  old  in- 
firmary-and  by  Hender¬ 
son’s  efforts.  However, 
the  provision  of  an  ade¬ 
quate  center  through  the 
Conference-wide  build¬ 
ing  fund  campaign  will 
insure  a  more  effective 
ministry. 
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P erhaps  the  most  famous 
paintings  of  mothers  were  paint¬ 
ed  generations  apart.  One  of 
them  was  by  James  McNeil 
Whistler  of  his  mother.  He  called 
it,  “Arrangement  in  Grey  and 
Black,”  and  it  has  come  to  sym¬ 
bolize  the  dignity  and  patience  of 
motherhood.  It  shows  this  mother 
sitting  there  gravely  and  quietly, 
as  though  having  earned  the  right 
to  rest. 

The  other  portrait  is  one  paint¬ 
ed  by  the  great  artist  Raphael, 
this  one  called  “The  Madonna 
of  the  Chair.”  It  is  said  to  have 
been  painted  when  the  artist  visi¬ 
ted  a  poor  cottage.  There  he  saw 
a  young  mother  sitting  in  a  chair 
clasping  her  baby  in  her  arms. 
Raphael  thought  he  had  never 
seen  anything  so  beautiful.  He 
looked  around  for  something  on 
which  to  draw  a  picture.  All  he 
saw  was  the  round  head  of  an 
old  wine-cask.  On  that  he  sketch¬ 
ed  the  figures  with  a  pencil,  and 
afterwards  painted  in  the  colors. 

One  day  a  young  woman 
stood  before  these  two  portraits 
as  they  hung  in  an  art  gallery. 
She  first  looked  at  one  picture 
and  then  the  other  —  mother¬ 
hood  at  the  two  extremes:  in  the 
sunset  years  and  happily  clasp¬ 
ing  a  baby.  Then  she  turned  to 
another  person  standing  by  and 
said,  “Women  like  that  are  sure 
out  of  style  today.” 

She  undoubtedly  made  a  wise 
observation.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  these  paintings  do  not 
represent  the  kinds  of  women  we 
give  our  attention  to  in  our  day. 
The  most  widely  viewed  pictures 
of  women  in  American  life  now 
are  those  of  Carrol  Baker,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Taylor  or  Bridgette  Bardot. 
They  are  referred  to  as  our  “mod¬ 
em  sex  symbol.”  We  might  in¬ 
terpret  this  as  just  a  passing 
phase,  but  it  is  much  more  than 
that.  Whether  we  like  it  or  not, 
it  is  the  kind  of  womanhood  that 
is  lifted  before  the  young  people 
of  our  day. 

At  the  risk  of  being  archaic 
and  old-fashioned,  I  want  to  re¬ 
fer  to  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  appropriate  descriptions  of  a 
good  woman  that  has  ever  been 
written.  You  will  find  it  in  the 
31st  chapter  of  Proverbs. 

I 

“A  good  woman  who  can  find? 

She  is  far  more  precious  than 
jewels. 

The  heart  of  her  husband 
trusts  in  her, 

and  he  will  have  no  lack  of 
gain. 

She  does  him  good,  and  not 
harm, 

all  the  days  of  her  life. 

She  seeks  wool  and  flax 

and  works  with  willing  hands. 

She  is  like  the  ships  of  the 
merchant, 

she  brings  her  food  from  afar. 

She  rises  while  it  is  yet  night 

and  provides  food  for  her 

household 

and  tasks  for  her  maidens.” 
(10-15) 

The  good  woman  is  first  of 
all  lifted  up  as  one  who  willingly 
and  faithfully  knows  how  to 
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Are  Good  Women  Out  of  Style? 

by  Dr.  Alvin  C.  Murray 

Pastor,  First  Church,  El  Dorado 


work.  She  provides  for  her  fam¬ 
ily  the  things  necessary  for  com¬ 
fort  and  strength.  Her  ability  to 
labor  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
brightest  of  her  virtues. 

Truly  this  is  an  aspect  that 
might  seem  to  be  out  of  style. 
Who  teaches  their  daughters  to¬ 
day  that  they  are  to  prepare  for 
a  life  of  work?  Labor-saving  de¬ 
vices  are  considered  to  be  the 
thing  today.  “More  time”  is  the 
watchword.  One  of  the  pathetic 
goals  which  has  been  imposed 
upon  us  is  the  one  that  says: 
“Have  more  time  to  get  away 
from  the  home.” 

The  question  is:  More  time  for 
what?  If  it  is  just  more  time  to 
go  out  and  find  time-killing  ac¬ 
tivities,  it  is  tragedy  indeed.  If 
it’s  more  time  to  use  life  produc¬ 
tively  and  usefully,  if  it’s  more 
time  to  enable  one  to  be  a  better 
wife  and  mother,  then  it’s  good 
time. 

Leisure  and  responsibility 
should  be  thought  of  together  to¬ 
day.  In  a  well-ordered  life  they 
should  be  blended  harmoniously. 
For  many  today  work  is  a  dis¬ 
agreeable  necessity;  a  mere 
means  of  doing  what  has  to  be 
done.  Leisure  is  the  great  aim 
and  goal  of  most  people. 

But  I  say  to  you:  It  takes  more 
character  to  rightly  use  leisure 
time.  In  our  affluent  society,  we 
have  the  time  and  money  to  play 
to  our  hearts  content.  Unless  we 
have  the  right  kind  of  character, 
we  will  find  ourselves  playing 
and  leaving  undone  some  of  the 
truly  fine  things  our  lives  can 
accomplish. 

A  woman  who  can  play  cards 
or  golf  or  swim  or  go  to  parties 
three  or  four  days  a  week,  but 
has  only  a  small  percentage  of 
that  time  to  give  to  service  and 
church  activities,  will  do  well  to 
look  at  the  shallowness  of  her 
character.  Leisure  time  has  be¬ 
come  a  threat  to  her  soul  rather 
than  a  blessing  to  her  existence. 

A  good  woman  is  first  of  all 
one  who  fulfills  her  everyday  re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

II 

“Strength  and  dignity  are  her 
clothing, 

and  she  laughs  at  the  time  to 
come. 

She  opens  her  mouth  with  wis¬ 
dom, 

and  the  teaching  of  kindness 
is  on  her  tongue. 

She  looks  well  to  the  ways  of 
her  household, 

and  does  not  eat  the  bread  of 
idleness.”  (25-27) 

Next  we  find  that  a  good  wom¬ 
an  is  one  who  teaches.  She  sees 
herself  as  not  just  a  house-keep¬ 
er,  but  she  is  a  home-maker  and 
a  life-maker.  Wisdom  is  in  her 
mouth  and  kindness  is  taught  by 
her  tongue! 

The  teacher  is  the  home!  Here 
is  a  role  that  every  woman  is 
meant  to  assume.  We  remember 
Suzannah  Wesley  with  19  chil¬ 
dren.  Each  week  it  was  her  cus¬ 
tom  to  take  one  hour  during 
which  she  took  each  child  into 
her  room  to  teach  him  religion. 
Think  of  it!  19  hours  a  week  of 
instruction! 


Marguerite  Harmon  Bro,  in 
the  book,  “When  ChildFen  Ask” 
emphasizes  the  point  that  the 
most  important  needs  of  children 
are  overlooked  when  mothers  do 
not  think  of  themselves  as  teach¬ 
ers.  The  child  comes  to  ask  a 
question,  it  can  be  just  looked 
upon  as  a  question,  or  it  can  be 
a  deep,  searching  need. 

And  a  good  woman’s  teaching 
ability  goes  outside  the  home. 
Where  would  we  be  if  there  were 
not  women  who  are  willing  to 
give  of  themselves  for  all  chil¬ 
dren?  This  is  a  matter  of  the 
Sunday  School,  the  public  school, 
the  Scouts  and  countless  other 
areas. 

Back  in  the  gold  rush  days  of 
the  49ers,  a  woman  named  Faith 
Adams  died  in  a  camp  on  the 
gold  trail  within  view  of  the  Sier¬ 
ras.  So  far  as  we  know  there  is 
little  record  of  her  life,  except 
the  dates  of  her  birth  and  death 
on  a  remote  gravestone.  How¬ 
ever,  she  did  leave  other  signifi¬ 
cant  markers  to  her  memory. 
When  her  husband  decided  to 
leave  Connecticut  in  search  of 
gold,  she  loyally,  but  fearfully, 
followed  him.  Through  the  long 
wagon  trip,  she  carefully  nursed 
plants  and  seeds  from  her  old 
garden  and  got  them  to  the  west. 
She  lost  a  child  in  an  Indian  raid 
but  she  went  on  trying  to  meet 
the  challenge.  Her  husband  and 
other  men  were  intent  on  gold, 
but  she  persuaded  them  to  build 
a  home  and  a  chapel. 

We  don’t  know  much  more 
about  Faith  Adams,  except  that 
one  of  the  miners  in  later  years 
said  she  was  a  heroine  of  the 
West.  He  wrote.  “But  she  held 
life  together  somehow.  She  had 
preserved  the  beauty  that  some¬ 
day  will  enrich  the  world.” 

Wisdom  in  her  mouth  and 
kindness  upon  her  tongue!  What 
a  wonderful  thing  to  say  about  a 
woman!  Good  women  like  this 
can  never  go  out  of  style. 

“Charm  is  deceitful,  and 
beauty  is  vain. 

But  a  woman  who  fears  the 
Lord  is  to  be  praised.”  (30) 

Here  I  wonder  what  experi¬ 
ence  the  writer  of  Proverbs  must 
have  had!  It  is  as  though  he  is 
saying,  “I  have  been  attracted 
to  charming  and  beautiful  wom¬ 
en,  but  I  found  that  these  things 
are  not  so  important  as  beauty 
of  soul.” 


No  one,  I  least  of  all,  want 
goody-goody  or  pious  women. 
Please  deliver  me  from  anyone 
who  drips  religiously  for  all  to 
see.  But  to  have  a  deep  ‘fear  of 
the  Lord’  • —  an  abiding  faith  is. 
an  entirely  different  thing. 

Such  a  faith  will  be  apparent 
to  a  child  and  a  husband.  They 
will  see  it  in  action.  But  it  should 
also  be  faith  that  expresses  itself 
and  shares  with  the  whole  fam¬ 
ily.  A  child  should  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  study  the  Bible  with 
its  parents.  A  child  should  have 
a  living  witness  of  faith  from  its; 
parents.  It  isn’t  enough  to  turn 
it  over  to  the  Church  or  Sunday 
School,  they  can’t  teach  your 
child  religion  and  faith.  They 
represent  part  of  the  effort  of 
the  parent  but  that’s  all. 

One  of  the  finest  tributes  to  a 
modem  mother  was  written  by 
Eric  Gill,  a  British  sculptor, 
about  his  wife.  In  his  autobio¬ 
graphy  he  penned  these  words: 
“I  had  a  dream  in  which  I  was 
walking  in  heaven  with  my 
wife,  Mary,  and  our  children. 
We  met  our  Lord  and  I  said 
to  Him,  ‘This  is  Betty,  and 
this  is  Petra,  and  this  is  Jo¬ 
anna,  and  this  is  Gordian.’  And 
He  shook  hands  with  them  all. 
And  then  I  said,  ‘And  this  is 
Mary’.  And  He  said,  ‘Oh, 
Mary  and  I  are  old  friends.’  ” 
What  a  lovely  thing!  Her  life 
had  expressed  something  that 
came  forth  in  this  dream  —  he 
believed  that  his  good  wife  would 
be  acquainted  with  the  Lord. 
“Her  children  rise  up  and  call 
her  blessed; 

her  husband  also,  and  he 
praises  her; 

‘Many  women  have  done  ex¬ 
cellently, 

but  you  surpass  them  all’. 

Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her 
hands, 

and  let  her  works  praise  her 
in  the  gates.” 

Good  women  may  be  out  of 
style  today.  If  they  are,  God  help 
us!  We  need  them  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  today  need  them. 

We  had  better  cast  off  some 
of  our  pseudo  sophistication  and 
call  for  the  women  of  this  day 
to  seek  to  be  ‘good  women’.  And 
we  had  better  teach  our  daugh¬ 
ters:  “A  good  woman  who  can 
find?  She  is  far  more  precious 
than  jewels.” 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


In  an  Easter  pastoral,  Archbishop  Coadjutor  Leo  C. 
Byrne,  St.  Paul-Minneapolis,  warned  Christians 
against  any  involvement  in  the  occult.  He  described 
the  occult  as  “such  things  as  astrology,  witchcraft 
of  any  kind,  the  worship  of  natural  powers,  and, 
of  course,  any  diabolical  cult.”  “The  Christian 
should  never  compromise  his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
as  true  God  and  true  man  by  an  involvement  in  the 
occult,”  the  archbishop  wrote. 

The  American  Hospital  Assn.,  which  embraces 
7,000  hospitals,  and  four  state  hospital  associa¬ 
tions,  have  registered  opposition  to  a  byi  befm^ 
the  House  of  Representatives  which  would 
authorize  formation  (rf  unions  at  non-profit  (in¬ 
cluding  church-related)  hospitals.  In  a  state¬ 
ment  to  a  special  House  subcommittee  (m  la¬ 
bor,  AHA  said  “Our  oppositkm  to  the  bill  is 
bas^  on  the  sincere  belief  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Nat’L  Labor  Relations  Act  should  not 
be  applied  to  hospitals  or  other  health  care  in¬ 
stitutions  because  strikes,  picketing,  and  work 
stoppages — basic  dements  in  the  elective  bar¬ 
gaining  process  under  the  NLRA  —  cannot  be 
tolerated  in  the  life  and  death  situations  faced 
daily  by  hospitals.” 

The  Rumanian  Orthodox  Church  (in  a  Communist 
country)  has  placed  an  order  with  the  United  Bible 
Societies  in  London  for  sufficient  paper  to  produce 
100,000  Bibles  on  the  300-year-old  printing  plant 
operated  by  the  Church.  The  Church  placed  a  sec¬ 
ond  order  for  5,000  copies  —  in  Braille  —  of  the 
Gospel  of  St.  Matthew  which  is  being  produced  by 
a  Lutheran  women’s  organization  in  the  U.  S. 

The  Greater  Minneapolis  Assn,  of  Evangdi- 
cals,  at  its  annual  meeting,  deplored  a  “relig¬ 
ious  and  moral  vacuum”  which  is  devdoping 
“in  much  of  our  educational  system  today.”  A 
resolution  on  “The  Christian  Parent  and  Public 
Education”  noted  that  evangelicals  “believe 
firmly”  in  separation  of  church  and  state.  But, 
it  said,  ‘i:his  does  not  necessitate  the  excluskm 
from  our  public  schools  of  all  reference  to  God 
Who  is  the  Supreme  Object  of  all  learning  and 
wisdom,  and  of  all  reference  to  His  laws,  which 
must  be  the  basis  of  well-being  for  men  and  f(M' 
nations.” 

Bill  Russell,  of  basketball  hall-of-fame  —  now  a 
sports  broadcaster  —  was  keynote  sp)eaker  during 
a  week-long  “Festival  of  Black  Culture”  at  the  Air 
Force  Academy  in  Colorado  Springs.  He  stressed 
the  importance  of  all  Americans  to  think  as  citizens, 
not  as  black,  white  or  yellow.  Advising  the  cadets 
and  their  guests  (which  numbered  1,800)  to  shun 
alcohol  and  drugs,  Russell  said,  “You  shouldn’t  have 
to  retreat  to  drugs  to  keep  from  seeing  the  truth. 
Truth  is  the  most  beautiful  thing  in  the  world  when 
you  see  it  through  clear  eyes.” 

Decreasing  income  from  the  33  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  Churches  making  up  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  is  reported  as  the  major 
reason  for  cutting  its  Division  of  Church  and 
Society  executive  staff  by  nearly  half  and  trim¬ 
ming  its  budget  by  $79,000.  Peg^  Billings,  a 
top  executive  with  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Bd.  of  Global  Ministries,  is 
head  of  a  committee  which  will  write  job  de¬ 
scriptions  for  the  reduced  staff,  as  reordering  of 
priorities  gets  underway. 


In  recognition  of  Israel’s  25th  anniversary,  the  Pat 
Boone  family  presented  a  cake  with  25  candles  to 
Mayor  Teddy  Kollek  of  Jerusalem.  The  presentation 
was  made  on  behalf  of  more  than  400  Christian  pil¬ 
grims  during  a  reception  held  by  Mayor  Kollek  for 
the  visitors  to  Jerusalem.  “No  other  city  in  the  entire 
world  is  as  important  to  Christians  and  Jews  alike,” 
said  Boone  in  presenting  the  cake.  “No  other  is  as 
rich  with  history  of  both  religions.  If  we  are  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  birthday  cake  as  symbolic  for  all  of  Israel, 
the  official  representative  of  Jerusalem  obviously  is 
the  man  who  should  receive  it.” 

“To  my  present  way  of  thinking,  inu*estricted 
abortion — ‘left  up  to  the  woman  and  her  doc¬ 
tor’ — ^is  but  one  more  example  of  the  retreat 
from  responsibility  which  seems  characteristic 
of  the  times,”  declared  Dr.  C.  Eric  Lincoln  in 
tl^  April  25  issue  of  Christian  Century.  Dr. 
Lincoln,  a  leading  sociologist  rel^on,  a 
United-  Methodist  clergyman,  and  Mack,  is 
leaving  his  professorship  at  New  York’s  Union 
Theological  Seminary  for  a  post  at  FisK  Univer- 
siF'  in  Nashville. 

Blaming  technological  advances  for  an  erosion  of 
the  human  dimension  of  life.  Father  Caesar  Cavig- 
lia,  editor  of  a  weekly  newspaper  at  Henderson, 
Nev.,  has  turned  his  attention  to  Growth  Oppor¬ 
tunities,  Inc.  The  Reno  diocesan  priest  said  the 
multi-faceted  program  established  in  that  suburban 
Las  Vegas  community  to  aid  the  poor,  the  aging, 
the  hopeless  and  the  powerless,”  is  an  important  as¬ 
pect  in  coping  with  the  “problem  of  rebuilding 
a  person’s  self-worth.” 

The  financial  struggle  of  American  seminaries 
is  far  from  over  but  a  “significant  first  step” 
toward  balancing  budgets  was  made  in  fiscal 
1971-72,  the  American  Assn,  of  Theological 
Schools  has  reported.  For  more  than  five  years, 
most  seminaries  have  been  hard-hit  by  inflation, 
rising  costs,  a  need  for  higher  faculty  salaries 
and  greater  demands  for  sti^nt  aid.  The  AATS 
has  discov^ed  that  it  takes  nearly  twice  as 
much  money  to  educate  a  seminarian  in  a 
school  with  less  than  50  students  than  it  does 
in  an  institution  having  more  than  500.  The 
1971-72  average  for  13  United  Methodist  s^n- 
inaries,  none  over  500  and  none  under  50  stu¬ 
dents,  was  $3,346.  As  a  denominational  group, 
only  the  Southern  Baptists  showed  a  per  stu¬ 
dent  surplus,  of  $192  per  person,  last  year. 

British  Prime  Minister  Edward  Heath  was  given  “a 
major  disposal  problem  and  massive  food  for 
thought”  according  to  a  Religious  News  Service  re¬ 
port,  when  a  delegation  of  17  people,  including  two 
prominent  churchmen,  delivered  17  bundles  of  pe¬ 
titions  at  10  Downing  Street.  The  petitions,  signed 
by  1,350,000  people  from  throughout  the  country, 
called  for  a  campaign  for  national  decency.  Col¬ 
lection  of  the  petition  signatures  was  organized  by 
the  Festival  of  Light — a  nationally  operating  per¬ 
manent  movement  which  began  the  campaign 
against  pornography  in  1971.  An  “open  letter”  hand¬ 
ed  to  Prime  Minister  Heath  said  the  organizers 
were  sending  telegrams  to  the  governmertts  of  the 
other  eight  members  of  the  European  Community, 
asking  common  action  in  the  fight  against  indecency. 

Judge  Margaret  A.  Haywood,  the  first  black 
woman  to  serve  on  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  has  been  nominated  to 
serve  as  moderator  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ.  If  elected  at  the  denomination’s  June 
22-26  biennial  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  Judge 
Haywood  would  become  the  first  woman  ever 
to  hold  the  top  unsalaried  slot  in  the  two- 
million-member  Church. 

“Focus  on  the  Family”  has  been  chosen  as  the  theme 
of  the  National  Salvation  Army  Week,  May  14-20, 
to  emphasize  the  organization’s  concern  for  family 
life.  “The  Salvation  Army  believes  that  family  life 
is  the  ‘cement’  of  society’  ”  a  spokesman  said. 


Israel,  now  marking  its  25th  anniversary  as  a 
“modern”  nation,  is  a  new  country  and  an  old 
land,  with  modern  cities  and  biblical  settlements, 
space-age  jobs  and  timeless  occupations.  The 
newness  of  Israel  is  seen  in  the  modern  port  city 
of  Haifa  (above). 


The  antiquity  of  Israel  is  typified  by  Safed,  a 
Galilee  town  best  known  as  the  city  of  the  Cab¬ 
bala,  a  mystic  Jewish  sect. 


Shepherds  still  tend  their  flocks  on  Israel’s  hills. 


Modern  Israel  maintains  a  strong  and  disci 
plined  army. 
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Nine  coeds  honored  with  memhership  in  Centenary’s  Maroon  Jackets 


Nine  Centenary  College  co-eds 
have  been  selected  to  be  Maroon  Jack¬ 
ets,  the  highest  honor  for  women  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  local  college.  The  Dean 
of  Women,  Shirley  Rawlinson,  an¬ 
nounced  the  names  of  the  new  Jackets 
at  a  noon  luncheon  at  the  College 
Dining  Hall  Friday,  April  27.  Mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Maroon  Jackets  is  based 
on  scholarship,  leadership  and  service 


to  the  school. 

Those  honored  this  year  are  (top 
row,  left  to  right)  Michele  Armstrong, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  A. 
Armstrong  of  Dallas;  Susan  Bell, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  E. 
Bell  of  Dallas;  Joyce  Carlson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Carl¬ 
son  of  Illinois;  Kay  Coombs,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Coombs  of 


Shreveport;  Janet  Gammill,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  GammUl  of 
Shreveport;  (bottom  row,  left  to  right) 
Mary  Herrington,  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Harold  B.  Patton  of  Midlothian,  Tex¬ 
as;  Mary  Hibbard,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  F.  Hibbard  of  North 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  Jane  Hutterly, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Hutterly,  Jr.;  and  Susan  Rands,  daugh¬ 


ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  J.  Rands  of 
Dallas. 

Lanetta  Hares,  dau^ter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Hares  of  Dallas  (bottom 
right)  was  named  Honorary  Maroon 
Jacket  by  a  vote  of  the  girls  them¬ 
selves.  This  honor  goes  to  a  graduating 
sOTior  on  the  basis  of  her  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  life  of  the  College, 
f 


'Chape!  Gallery' 
at  TUCM 

One  of  the  unique  ministries  of  the 
Methodist-Presbyterian  Campus  Min¬ 
istry  Center  at  the  Raton  Rouge  LSU 
Campus  is  “Chapel  Gallery.”  Students 
at  TUCM  sponsor  visiting  art  shows 
in  the  artistically  designed  chapel  of 
the  Student  Center.  The  Church  has 
historically  maintained  a  close  work- 


RICKEY’S  TO  LEAD 
22-DAY  TOUR 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Rickey  of 
New  Orleans  have  announced  plans 
for  conducting  a  22-day  Tour-Cruise 
during  the  period  from  Sept.  18-Oct. 
8.  The  tour,  for  which  17  persons  have 
registered,  will  begin  at  New  Orleans 
and  in  addition  to  visits  to  Portugal, 
Spain  and  Morocco,  will  include  a 
seven-day  cruise  with  departure  from 
Athens. 

The  cruise  will  be  made  aboard  the 
luxury  ship  TSS  “Atlas,”  a  new  16,- 
000-ton  vessel  which  made  its  maiden 
voyage  on  May  7  th.  Stops  will  be 
made  in  Istanbul,  Ephesus,  Rhodes 
and  Crete  before  the  return  trip  to 
Athens. 

Including  dollar  devaluation,  the 
tour  will  cost  $1,300  from  New  (Or¬ 
leans.  The  Rickeys  still  have  vacancies 
to  fill,  in  completing  the  tour  party 
of  30  persons.  The  deadline  for  regis¬ 
tration  is  June  1st.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation,  interested  persons  should  write 
Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  3300  Eton,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70114. 


ing  relationship  with  creative  members 
of  the  art  community. 

Pictured  are  scenes  of  two  recent 
opening  occasions  at  Chapel  Gallery. 
During  the  current  year  exhibits  of 
surrealistic  watercolors,  wood  sculp¬ 
ture,  Raku  ceramics,  silkscreening, 
etchings,  oils,  banners,  and  stain^ 
glass  have  appeared  at  TUCM  Galler¬ 
ies.  One  special  exhibit  included  over 
75  works  created  by  persons  over  65 
years  of  age. 

Masters  of  Fine  Arts  students  often 
present  thesis  shows  in  the  Student 
Center  Galleries.  During  the  current 
year  three  such  exhibits  were  offered 
to  the  Baton  Rouge  community 
through  TUCM. 

In  an  effort  to  expand  the  dialogue 
between  artists  and  churchmen,  TUCM 
has  established  the  position  of  “artist 
in  residence,”  a  local  artist  who  will 
display  his  or  her  work  at  times  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  as  well  as  instruct  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  Center  in  his  or  her  me¬ 
dium  of  expression.  Currently  Mr. 
Thad  Brewer,  potter,  is  artist  in  resi¬ 
dence.  Several  TUCM  participants 
have  taken  instruction  on  the  potter’s 
wheel. 

The  Student  Board  of  TUCM  has 
expressed  an  interest  to  work  with  in¬ 
dividual  Church  groups  in  an  effort  to 
encourage  increased  participation  in 
the  arts.  This  will  become  one  of  the 
outreach  projects  of  the  student  group 
during  the  next  school  year.  Anyone 
wishing  to  explore  this  facet  of  the 
Church’s  ministry  is  invited  to  call  the 
TUCM  office,  write,  or  to  drop  by  at 
any  time.  —  William  M.  Finnin,  Jr. 

TUCM  Campus  Minister 


Students  stand  with  their  professor.  Dr.  Paul  Dufour, 
stained-glass  artist,  at  recent  opening  of  Stained  Glass 
Art  at  Chapel  Gallery.  Two  hundred  persons  attended 
the  opening  of  the  exhibit  which  has  become  an  annual 
event. 


Dr.  Lamar  E.  Smith, 

minister  of  William  B. 
Reily  Memorial  Univer¬ 
sity  Church,  Baton 

Rouge  (left),  photo¬ 

graphed  with  Margaret 
Agner,  artist  and  banner 
maker,  and  William  Fin¬ 
nin,  campus  minister,  in 
front  of  one  of  Mrs. 
Agner’s  creations.  The 
show  of  seriographs, 
banners,  oils  and  wood 
collages  hung  at  Chapel 
Gallery  for  three  weeks 
in  April. 
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ST.  JAMES  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  of  Monroe  celebrated  its 
100th  anniversary  on  Sunday,  April 
29.  The  Rev.  James  Wilson,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
on  the  Northeast  University  cam¬ 
pus,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
2  p.m.  services.  The  Rev.  Albert 
E.  Franklin  is  the  St.  James  minis¬ 
ter. 

“THE  CRUCIFIXION”  by  Sir  John 
Stainer  was  presented  on  Palm 
Sunday  by  the  choir  of  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Wayne  Hobbs, 
choirmaster,  with  Jack  Davis  and 
Alton  Brim  as  soloists  and  Gwen 
Goodrich  at  the  organ.  The  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

THE  REV.  RAY  HOLT,  mission¬ 
ary  to  the  Philippines,  preached 
during  both  morning  services  in 
First  Church,  Houma,  on  April  29. 
Houma  members  have  helped  in  the 
Advance  Special  support  of  the 
work  by  the  Holts.  The  Rev.  A. 
Jerome  Cain  was  host  pastor. 

BROADMOOR  CHURCH,  Shrev^ 
port,  held  Family  Night  on  April 
29  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Harold  Robinson,  Family  Life 
chairman.  The  program  featured 
adult  talent  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  DeWitt  Vickrey.  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke  is  the  pastor. 

THE  DeRIDDER  CHURCH  had 
the  cantata  “On  the  Passion  of 
Christ”  presented  at  the  Good 
Friday  Service.  Mrs.  Stuart  Kay, 
Jr.,  directed  with  Mrs.  Dale  Vin¬ 
cent  at  the  organ.  The  Rev.  Odell 
Simmons  is  the  pastor. 

ECUMENICAL  SERVICES  were 
held  in  St.  Bernard  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Chalmette,  on  Good 
Friday  with  the  Baptist  minister 
bringing  the  sermon.  “The  Gen¬ 
erations”  from  Slidell  provided 
special  music.  Father  Emile 
LaFrance  preached  for  the  Easter 
sunrise  service.  The  Rev.  James 
0.  Evans  is  the  United  Methodist 
minister. 


THE  SPRINGHILL  CHURCH,  Ball 
Charge,  will  have  the  annual 
homecoming  on  the  third  Sunday 
in  May  (20th).  A  short  business 
session  will  precede  the  Memorial 
Message,  to  be  delivered  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Ivan  Butterfield, 
at  11  a.m.  The  song  leader, 
Barnette  Ates,  will  keep  congre¬ 
gational  and  special  singing  or¬ 
ganized  until  3  p.m.  and  invites 
soloists  and  quartets  to  partici¬ 
pate. 

THE  ABBEVILLE  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Choir  provided  the 
music  for  the  Holy  Week  services 
held  at  the  Abbeville  Church.  The 
singers  were  treated  to  a  “craw¬ 
fish  boil”,  prepared  by  Judge 
Carroll  Spell.  The  Rev.  A.  G. 
Taylor  is  the  minister. 

THE  PELICAN  United  Methodist 
Church  held  a  Good  Friday  service 
with  the  following  participants: 
the  Rev.  J.  Myers,  pastor  of  the 
Pelican  Baptist  Church,  N.  Gal- 
laspy,  president  of  the  De  Soto 
Parish  Police  Jury,  the  Rev.  J. 
Constable,  host  pastor,  and  J. 
Vanduyvenvoorde.  Music  was  by 
Mrs.  E.  Edwards,  Mrs.  R.  Patter¬ 
son,  the  Youth  Choir  from  South- 
side  Baptist  Church,  Mansfield, 
and  the  Pelican  UMYF  Choir.  The 
offering  was  divided  between  the 
Baptist  and  Methodist  Children’s 
Homes. 

THE  NOEL  MEMORIAL  Family 
Life  Committee  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Rosett 
planned  special  observances  for 
two  Sundays,  May  6  and  13. 
These  include  Family  Communion 
at  two  morning  services  and  an 
afternoon  of  fun,  followed  by  eve¬ 
ning  Bible  study.  May  6;  and  a 
Mother’s  Day  dinner  after  morning 
worship.  May  13.  Dr.  B.  A.  Gal¬ 
loway  is  pastor. 


THE  MER  ROUGE  Homecoming 
will  celebrate  the  80th  anniversary 
of  the  church.  Scheduled  for  May 
12  and  13,  it  will  feature  an  Arts 
and  Crafts  Show  on  Saturday  from 
10  a.m. -4  p.m.  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor, 
a  former  pastor  now  living  in 
Shreveport,  will  preach  at  the 
9:45  a.m.  worship  service  on  Sun¬ 
day.  A  covered  dish  dinner  will 
be  served  at  noon.  The  Rev. 
Larry  Robertson  is  the  Mer  Rouge 
pastor. 


SERMONETTE 

NEW  ORLEANS — Maybe  the  best 
preachers  these  days  are  little  children. 

A  sermonette  picked  up  from  the 
weekly  bulletin  of  Carrollton  United 
Methodist  Church  here  may  prove  this 
point: 

“A  church  school  teacher  one  Sun¬ 
day  morning  asked  her  class  of  little 
folk  to  write  a  poem  or  story  about 
God.  Here  are  two  heart-warming  re¬ 
sponses. 

From  a  little  boy: 

“  ‘God  is  Great 

God  is  Good 

God  lives  in  my  neighborhood.’ 

From  a  little  girl:  ' 

“  ‘I  love  Mommy  and  Daddy. 

I  love  Jesus. 

But  I  love  God  best  of  all.’  ” 

t 

“THE  LAST  SUPPER”  by  Ernest 
K.  Emurian,  a  dramatization  of  da 
Vinci’s  famous  painting,  provided 
the  meditation  for  the  Maundy 
Thursday  worship  at  First  Church, 
New  Orleans.  The  play  was  di¬ 
rected  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Crichlow,  and  included  as 
members  of  the  cast:  William  T. 
Gafford,  Peter  Davidson,  Sykes 
Wilford,  Ramond  Forbish',  Bruce 
Toellner,  Frank  Clayton,  Ray 
Ross,  Ron  Edwards,  Wm.  W.  Shaw, 
Jr.,  Robert  F.  Dayer,  Andrew 
Weir,  Robert  Deinken,  John  Engler 
and  Raymond  Pendleton.  Music 
was  presented  by  the  Chancel 
Choir  directed  by  Wayne  Hobbs, 
with  Virginia  Brasseaux,  Alton 
Brim,  and  Barbara  Nester  as  solo¬ 
ists.  The  Rev.  Alvin  P.  Smith, 
minister  of  visitation,  also  shared 
in  the  service.  Robert  Cranberry 
was  in  charge  of  lighting. 

DURING  PALM  SUNDAY  service 
at  Bethel  United  MethodistChurch, 
Pride,  La.,  four  babies  were  pre¬ 
sented  for  baptism:  Darrel  Wayne 
Whatley,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry 
Whatley  and  grandson  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Burl  Dampier;  Casey 
Annette  Hooper,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Hooper;  Audra  Lynn 
and  Ruffin  Lamar  Thompson, 
daughter  and  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lamar  Thompson.  The  service 
was  closed  by  the  Children’s 
Choir  of  Bethel  Church.  The 
Dampiers  werepriviledged  to  have 
as  guests,  their  children  and 
families:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry 

Whatley  of  Sulphur,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Don  Russell  and  son  of  Atlnata, 
Ga.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Dampier 
and  daughter  of  New  Orleans. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 

Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 

use  in  your  homes. 

May  13 — Simday  .... 

1  Sam.  1:8-28 

May  14  . 

Bom.  3:21-31 

May  15  . 

...  Bom.  4:1-9 

May  16  . 

Bom.  5:1-11 

May  17  . 

Bom.  8:1-11 

May  18  . 

..  GaL  3:6-25 

May  19  . 

Heb.  10:1-17 

May  2(K— Sunday  .. 

.  John  14:1-3 

I  Thessa.  4:13-18 

ASBURY  CONDUCTS 
SCHOOL  OF  MISSION 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Natchitoches  recently  com¬ 
pleted  a  church  wide  School  of  Mis¬ 
sion  in  two  areas  of  study  under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Emma  Wynn 
Williams,  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Mission. 

Mrs.  Winderlean  Lewis,  in¬ 
structor,  for  “Faith  and  Justice”, 
developed  the  study  through  film¬ 
strips,  visual  presentations,  group 
discussions,  postscript  to  the 
Hebrews  and  special  reports.  The 
Rev.  Gerald  Annand,  Director  of 
Reconciliation,  gave  a  summary  of 
“Faith  and  Justice”. 

Mrs.  Edgar  D.  Smith,  instructor 
for  “India”,  developed  the  study 
through  the  use  of  resource  per¬ 
sons.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Keyser 
presented  slides  on  India  as  an 
introduction  to  the  study. 

Other  methods  used  were:  group 
discussion,  panel,  role  playing, 
recordings,  and  filmstrips.  As  a 
culminating  activity,  several 
women,  dressed  in  saris,  prepared 
and  served  an  India  meal. 

Other  contributors  were:  Mrs. 
Rosemary  Jones,  Cato  Davis, 
Nathaniel  Washington.  The  pastor, 
the  Rev.  E.  D.  Smith  served  as 
the  general  consultant  for  the 
school. 

f 

FAMILY  NIGHT  AT  HENNING 
Memorial  Church  in  Sulphur,  May 
2  featured  “Vacation  Time”.  The 
Youth  Choir  entertained.  The 
Rev.  Ray  Bran  ton  is  pastor. 

THE  CENTRAL  LOUISIANA 
Ministerial  Association  sponsored 
the  “Jesus  Festival”  held  at 
Maryhill  on  April  19.  Folk  and 
instrumental  music  with  a  gospel 
message  were  featured. 


AT  LEFT: 

Shown  visiting  during  the  intermission  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Vacation  Church  School  Workshop 
held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Welsh  are: 
Mrs.  Henry  Gillett,  Mrs.  Tom  Crosby,  district  coor¬ 
dinator,  and  Mrs.  Joe  Rice. 


AT  RIGHT: 

Enjoying  lunch,  April  9,  are  members  of  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Church  XYZ  Club  of  Shreveport.  They  enter¬ 
tained  ladies  of  the  Noel  United  Methodist  Church 
Friendly  Circle. 
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The  Golden  Meadow 
WSCS  recently  presented 
pins  to  these  three  mem¬ 
bers:  Mary  Frances  Her¬ 
rin,  at  left,  received  the 
past  president’s  pin; 
Yvonne  Collier,  center, 
and  Mary  Ann  Griffin  re¬ 
ceived  Special  Member¬ 
ship  pins.  This  makes 
14  special  Memberships 
granted  by  the  society  in 
the  past  ten  years. 


Faith  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston  District,  recently  formed  a  Women’s 
Society.  Officers  elected  and  installed  are,  as  shown  from  left:  Mrs. 
Wanda  McKenzie,  secretary;  Mrs.  Raleen  Skipper,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Blanche 
Futrell,  president;  Mrs.  Vandie  Raner,  vice  president;  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Cardwell,  installing  officer.  Not  present  for  picture:  Mrs.  Lizzie  Riser 
and  Mrs.  Doris  Cassidy,  both  on  Program  Committee. 


WSCS  and  WSG  met  with  the  pastor  at  First  United  Method i st  Church, 
Welsh  to  review  the  guidelines  for  becoming  “The  United  Methodist 
Women’’.  Pictured  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Alvin  P.  Scott,  Mrs.  Frank  Brian, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  LeBlanc,  the  Rev.  Ira  Robinson,  Mrs.  Bobby  Watkins,  Mrs.  Pat 
Ramey,  and  Miss  Grace  Lawson. 


Mrs.  Lucille  Goodwin  (left)  presents 
a  special  membership  from  Monroe 
District  WSCS  to  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery 
in  appreciation  of  her  speaking  at  the 
district  meeting  several  months  ago. 
The  membership  presentation  was 
made  recently  while  Mrs.  Goodwin 
and  Mrs.  Chrisentery  were  in  Alex¬ 
andria  recently  attending  an  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  WSCS-WSG. 


An  Honorary  Membership 
was  presented  to  Mrs. 
John  Dowling  (right)  by 
members  of  the  WSCS 
of  Louisiana  Memorial 
Church,  Opelousas.  Mak¬ 
ing  the  presentation  is 
Mrs.  Dale  La  Fleur, 
president. 


Louisiana  Conference  women 


set  School  of  Christian  Mission 


The  1973  “School  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion”,  a  program  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  Louisiana  Conference,  will  be 
held  at  Centenary  College,  Shreveport, 
July  24-27. 

Dean  of  the  school  is  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  N.  Thomas  of  Baton  Rouge;  as¬ 
sistant  dean  is  Mrs.  Robert  Wagnon 
of  Jennings.  Mrs.  Robert  Compton  of 
Elton  is  president  of  the  state-wide 
WSCS  organization. 

The  tlnee  mission  subjects  for  this 
year’s  studies  are;  “Contemporary 
Christians  and  Their  Writings”  taught 
by  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  and  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Dameron;  “Justice,  Liberation 
and  Development”  taught  by  Mrs. 
Frank  Calhoun,  the  Rev.  George  W. 
C.  Calvin,  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Green; 
and  “Women:  Over  Half  the  World’s 
People”  taught  by  Mrs.  Betty  Cathart 
(Women’s  Division  Staff)  and  Mrs.  Ed 
Cobb. 


According  to  Mrs.  Thomas,  dean  of 
the  week  long  school,  the  experiences 
gained  from  the  school’s  studies  and 
fellowship  with  others  attending,  will 
enable  the  student  to  know  God  bet¬ 
ter  and  experience  “freedom  as  whole 
persons.” 

The  program  gets  under  way,  Tues¬ 
day,  July  24  at  1:15  p.m.,  and  will 
close  Friday  noon,  July  27.  Registra¬ 
tion  will  be  held  in  James  Dormitop^ 
on  the  Centenary  College  Campus  in 
Shreveport. 

Mrs.  Thomas  urges  early  registra¬ 
tion.  Class  enrollment  cuts  off  at  the 
first  30  to  enroll  with  each  teacher. 
Registration  fee  is  $5.00  for  the  three 
day  school;  $2.00  for  only  one  day 
attendance. 

The  form  below  may  be  filled  out 
and  mailed  to: 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon,  chairman  regis¬ 
trations 

402  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Minden,  La. 

71055 


REGISTRATION  CARD 

School  of  Christian  Mission  Centenary  College 

July  24-27,  1973  Shreveport,  Louisiana 

Name  _ 

Address^ _ _ _ _ 

Church _ _ 

Office  you  hold _  WSCS _ WSG _ 

Staying  on  Campus  (  )  Driving  in  (  )  Day  &  Time  Arriving _ 

Address,  if  staying  in  town _ 

Roommate  requested  on  campus _ 

First  time  at  school?  (  )  Non-Member  (  ) 

CLASS  ENROLLMENT  CARD 

School  of  Christian  Mission,  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  July  24  -  27,  73 


Name _ Address _ 

You  must  have  this  class  enrollment  card  to  be  admitted  to  class. 
It  will  be  at  the  desk  of  the  Registrar,  James  Dormitory,  for  you. 
Class  enrollment  cuts  off  at  30.  Register  early.  Check  1st  choice. 

1.  Contemporary  Christains  and  their  writings  (  ) 

2.  Justice,  Liberation  and  Development  (  ) 

3.  Women:  Over  hald  the  earth's  people  (  ) 

(CHECK  ONE) 

To  be  filled  in  by  Registrar: 


Class 


Teacher 
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(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  -  March,  April  and  May  -  under  the  general 
topic:  "Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.") 


LESSON  FOR  MAY  20;  God's  Grace  Su 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Isaiah  40:25-31;  2 
Corinthians  4:15;  12:9-10;  Philippians  4:10-13 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  My  grace  is  sufficient 
for  thee:  for  my  strength  is  made  perfect  in 
weakness.  (2  Corinthians  12:9) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  remind  us  that  for 
every  trial  that  can  befall  us,  God’s  grace  will 
be  sufficient. 

*  *  * 


All  of  the  Scripture  references  that  have  been 
chosen  for  today’s  lesson  carry  the  message  of  God’s 
unfailing  mercy,  especially  in  the  hour  of  urgent 
need.  And  the  number  of  such  passages  could,  of 
course,  have  been  greatly  enlarged.  It  is  one  of  the 
continuing  themes  through  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  The  central  word  here  is  “Grace”  —  a 
word  that  is  too  big  and  meaningful  to  be  fully  ex¬ 
pressed  through  the  limitation  of  words.  One  at¬ 
tempt  at  a  definition  is;  “God’s  unmerited,  full, 
spontaneous,  love  for  sinful  man,  revealed  and  made 
effective  in  Jesus  Christ.  As  such  it  lies  at  the  very 

heart  of  the  Christian  gospel.” 

*  *  * 

THE  MEANING  OF  GRACE 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler  is  writing  about  what  grace 
meant  to  the  great  Christian  interpreter,  Augustine: 
“God’s  grace  gave  him  a  new  grounding.  He  now 
felt  himself  established  in  being  and  truth,  upborne 
by  God’s  providence,  sustained  by  his  unwithdrawn 
love  that  is  the  very  essence  of  being.  Grace  means 
forgiveness  of  sins,  the  restoration  of  communion 
with  God  —  with  its  demands  and  promises  of 
‘  gracious  living.’  It  trans-valued  his  self-understand¬ 
ing  and  sustained  his  courage  in  the  midst  of  life’s 
transients,  in  the  face  of  death.”  Dr.  William  Bar¬ 
clay  writes:  “Grace  is  that  power  of  God  which 
clothes  a  man  with  day-to-day  fortitude  and  strength. 
Grace  is  that  power  of  God  which  adorns  a  man’s 
life  with  lovely  things.  Grace  is  a  man’s  day-to-day 
defense  and  inspiration.  Grace  is  not  only  the  glory 
of  the  mountain  top;  it  is  the  source  of  strength  for 

the  ordinary  road  of  the  every  day.” 

*  *  * 

HOW  PAUL’S  PRAYER  WAS  ANSWERED 

The  memory  verse  comes  out  of  a  pivotal  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  life  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  He  had  been 
suffering  from  a  physical  malady  which  was  both 
painful  and  debilitating.  He  called  it  “a  thorn  in 
the  flesh.”  There  has  been  much  speculation  as  to 
what  the  ailment  was.  Some  have  held  that  it  was  a 
form  of  epilepsy;  others,  an  offensive  eye  trouble; 
still  others  have  thought  it  was  a  malarial  fever. 
Whatever  it  was,  Paul  was  eager  to  be  cured  of  it. 
He  writes,  “Three  times  I  have  sought  the  Lord 
about  this,  that  it  should  leave  me;  but  He  said  to 
me,  “My  Grace  is  sufficient  for  you,  for  my  power 
is  made  perfect  in  weakness.”  This  experience  of  the 
great  missionary  should  give  consolation  to  any  mod¬ 
ern  Christian  whose  prayer  is  not  answered  in  the 
exact  terms  of  the  petition.  Certainly  Paul  knew  how 
to  pray.  In  this  instance,  he  prayed,  in  a  fervent 
manner,  not  once  but  three  times.  And  yet  his 
prayer  was  not  answered.  It  is  more  accurate  to  say 
that  it  was  not  answered  in  the  way  he  had  hoped, 
but  it  was  answered  with  a  more  abundant  and  in¬ 
clusive  reply  that  covered  not  only  his  infirmity  but 
any  other  misfortune  that  might  befall  him.  From 


that  time  to  the  end  of  his  ministry  he  seems  never 
to  question  the  sufficiency  of  God’s  grace. 

On  the  basis  of  this  deep  assurance,  he  was  able 
to  write  to  the  Christians  in  Rome,  “More  than 
that,  we  rejoice  in  our  sufferings,  knowing  that  suf¬ 
fering  produces  endurance,  and  endurance  produces 
character,  and  character  produces  hope,  and  hope 
does  not  disappoint  us  because  God’s  love  has  been 
poured  into  our  hearts  through  the  Holy  Spirit  which 
has  been  given  to  us.”  (Romans  5:3-5)  To  the  church 
in  Corinth  he  wrote;  “So  far  you  have  faced  no 
trial  beyond  what  man  can  bear.  God  keeps  faith, 
and  he  will  not  allow  you  to  be  tested  above  your 
powers,  but  when  the  test  comes  He  will  at  the  same 
time  provide  a  way  out,  by  enabling  you  to  sustain 
it.”  (I  Corinthians  10:13  NEB) 

*  4:  * 

HOW  TO  HANDLE  ADVERSITIES 

One  of  the  continuing  problems  that  Christians 
must  struggle  with  is  how  to  handle  adversities.  One 
thing  is  certain;  either  we  handle  them,  by  God’s 
grace,  or  they  handle  us.  The  early  Christians,  so 
far  as  we  have  any  record,  spent  no  time  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  origin  of  evil;  they  simply  lived  vic¬ 
torious  lives  in  spite  of  unceasing  hardships. 

Three  simple  suggestions  are  offered  as  to  facts 
about  life’s  afflictions  that  we  need  to  keep  in  mind 
when  adversity  strikes.  The  first  is  that  EVERY¬ 
BODY  HAS  THEM.  They  come  in  different  ways 
and  with  varying  degrees  of  intensity  but  no  one 
escapes.  When  our  misfortune  comes  we  are  all 
tempted  to  cry  out  in  the  manner  of  the  writer  of 
“Lamentations,”  “Behold  and  see  if  there  is  any 
sorrow  like  my  sorrow!”  But  one  never  needs  to 
look  very  far  before  finding  someone  who  is  carry¬ 
ing  a  heavier  load  than  his  own.  “But  how  can  this 
awareness  possibly  help  me?”  someone  will  ask. 
“Does  it  not,  instead  of  helping,  add  to  my  own 
load?”  Strangely  enough,  it  doesn’t.  First,  it  keeps 
us  from  feeling  that  we  stand  alone  as  the  victims 
of  misfortune.  There  are  others  in  the  same  or  simi¬ 
lar  circumstances.  No  one  is  exempt.  We  have  just 
passed  through  the  season  of  the  Church  year  in 
which  we  followed  the  Savior  through  his  period  of 
being  deserted,  falsely  tried,  enduring  physical  and 
mental  agony  even  to  the  point  of  crying  out  from 
the  cross.  “My  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me?” 
Even  the  world’s  purest  and  best  have  endured  un¬ 
speakable  suffering.  Poet  Longfellow  reminds  us: 

“Thy  fate  is  the  common  fate  of  all. 

Into  each  life  some  rain  must  fall. 

Some  days  must  be  dark  and  dreary,” 

*  *  * 

BEARING  ONE  ANOTHER’S  BURDENS 

One  encouraging  fact  to  be  remembered  is  that 
in  ordinary  circumstances  these  distressing  experi¬ 
ences  do  not  come  to  all  the  people  of  a  community 
at  the  same  time.  Herein  lies  one  of  the  cherished 
rewards  of  being  a  member  of  a  group  that  is  small 
enough  and  compact  enough  to  “Bear  one  another’s 
burdens.”  This  is  the  ideal  relationship  between  the 
members  of  every  Christian  congregation  —  small 
or  large.  Here  is  a  kinship  which  exists  like  that 
between  experienced  mountain  climbers  who  are 
bound  together  by  a  connecting  rope.  By  this  means, 
when  one  climber  loses  his  footing,  instead  of  fall¬ 
ing  from  the  cliff,  he  is  borne  up  by  others  who  have 
climbed  higher  and  laid  upon  a  ledge  of  rock  that 
enables  them  to  support  the  climber  who  needs  help 
beyond  his  own  ability.  Every  adult  church-member 
has  experienced  the  encouragement  and  sustaining 
comfort  that  comes  from  this  kind  of  fellowship.  It 
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is  an  effective  channel  through  which  God  releases 
his  upholding  grace. 

^  itH  ^  I 

“TROUBLE  DON’T  LAST  ALWAYS” 

The  second  fact  to  be  remembered  about  tribu¬ 
lations  is  that  THEY  DON’T  LAST  ALWAYS.  In  i 
some  instances  they  last  a  long  time  but  they  are  i 
never  permanent.  Those  of  us  who  have  been  pas¬ 
tors  can  recall  many  instances  in  which  we  have 
gone  into  a  home  and  have  found  the  results  of  a  | 
calamity  that  seemed  almost  hopeless  and  beyond  i 
remedy.  But  if  there  was  a  foundation  of  faith  and 
commitment  in  such  a  home,  we  have  found  the 
clouds  lifting  and  there  was  a  new  and  more  secure 
outlook.  We  can  all  join  in  the  words  of  the  Negro 
Spiritual,  “I’m  so  glad  that  trouble  don’t  last  al¬ 
ways.” 

There  is  a  meaningful  legend  of  an  Oriental  ruler 
who  was  troubled  with  more  than  a  normal  load  of 
trials  and  misfortunes.  But  he  bore  up  under  them 
with  remarkable  patience  and  courage.  He  was  often 
observed  to  take  a  ring  from  his  finger  and  look  at 
the  inside.  After  his  death,  someone  removed  the 
ring  and  found  inscribed  on  the  inside  these  words, 
“This,  too,  will  pass!”  Legend  or  truth,  they  are 
good  words  to  remember  when  life’s  adversities  be¬ 
fall  us. 

Some  of  our  fellow  Christians  have  contended 
that  these  afflictions  are  not  real  —  that  they  are 
errors  of  the  mortal  mind.  We  do  not  argue  but  we 
are  convinced  of  the  reality  of  misfortune,  pain,  and 
physical  death.  But  we  also  hold  that,  although  these  j 
experiences  are  real,  they  are  not  eternal.  The  ul-  : 
timate  reality  is  not  darkness  but  light,  not  pain  but  | 
joy,  not  hatred  but  love,  not  war  but  peace,  not  i 
death  but  life.  One  of  the  secrets  of  victorious  living 
is  to  make  as  complete  adjustment  as  possible,  not  to 
the  passing  elements  of  life,  but  to  the  everlasting 
reality. 

♦  *  * 

THE  STEWARDSHIP  OF  SUFFERING 

The  third  fact  to  be  remembered  is  that  WHILE 
THESE  DEPRESSING  EXPERIENCES  ARE 
WITH  US  THEY  OFFER  A  DISTINCTIVE  OP¬ 
PORTUNITY  TO  BEAR  WITNESS  TO  THE 
SUSTAINING  GRACE  OF  A  COMPASSIONATE  i 
GOD.  I  recall  seeing  somewhere  a  little  book  with  j 
the  surprising  title,  “The  Stewardship  of  Suffering.” 

I  wish  I  had  read  it.  The  author’s  thesis  was  prob-  [ 
ably  that  with  all  the  attention  we  have  given  to  the  j 
stewardship  of  time  and  possessions  and  influence 
and  all  the  rest,  we  need  to  consider  the  fact  that 
there  is  an  element  in  the  experience  of  suffering 
that  should  not  be  regarded  by  a  Christian  entirely 
as  something  to  be  simply  endured  but  as  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  God’s  unfail¬ 
ing  grace  is  a  present  reality. 

In  reviewing  your  own  experience,  when  you 
ask  the  question,  “What  persons,  by  their  example 
of  faithfulness  and  courage,  have  meant  most  to 
me?”  I  am  confident  that  the  answer  will  not  put 
at  the  head  of  the  list  those  who  have  been  most 
fortunate  and  have  had  a  minimum  of  hardship  to 
contend  with.  Instead,  they  will  be  those  who  have 
carried  heavy  loads  and  have  wrestled  with  difficult 
adversities  in  a  manner  that  revealed  that  they  had 
found  a  source  of  comfort  and  strength  from  beyond 
their  own  resources.  They,  too,  had  heard  a  voice, 
“My  grace  is  sufficient  for  you.” 

Such  examples  of  courageous  living  have  made 
it  easier  for  us  to  say,  with  complete  confidence, 
“His  grace  is  sufficient  for  me.” 
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Council  of  Bishops  confronted  with  issues  of  today 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
American  overconsumption,  militruy 
budgets,  foreign  policy,  city  problems 
and  press  freedom  were  the  fare  here 
April  27-28  for  United  Methodist 
bishops. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  was  exposed 
to  an  array  of  problems  in  a  seminar 
on  the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  the 
Self-Development  of  Peoples.  Bishop 
James  Armstrong  of  the  Dakotas, 
chairman  of  the  committee  coordinat¬ 
ing  the  call  established  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  called  it  “our  re¬ 
sponsibility  ...  to  help  cleanse  the 
blood  stream  and  get  rid  of  the  infec¬ 
tion  and  somehow  the  hurt  and  the 
pain  and  the  grief  of  our  time,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  speakers  included  the  highly 
dramatic  and  confidential  Jack  Ander¬ 
son,  Washington  columnist,  who  called 
the  Watergate  case  an  illustration  of 
“the  function  the  press  is  supposed  to 
play  in  a  democratic  society.”  An¬ 
other  was  the  soft-spoken  Dr.  Lester 
Brown,  senior  fellow  with  the  Overseas 
Development  Council,  who  called  on 
the  bishops  to  “examine  your  own 
consumption  patterns”  in  a  world 
which  “is  not  going  to  permit  us  to 
continue  our  pursuit  of  super-afflu¬ 
ence.” 

Also  there  was  a  man  who  within 
five  days  was  to  become  the  acting 
head  of  the  Pentagon.  William  Cle¬ 
ments,  deputy  secretary  of  Defense, 
lauded  President  Nixon’s  peace  efforts 
as  “working  in  a  manner  this  country 
hasn’t  seen  in  many  years,”  in  detente 
with  Communist  nations  and  in  dis¬ 
armament. 

Nearly  all  of  the  bishopis,  active  and 
retired,  stayed  on  after  their  semi¬ 
annual  council  meeting  for  the  semi¬ 
nar  to  discuss  the  issues  and,  by  juris¬ 
dictions,  to  consider  strategy  for  im¬ 
plementing  the  call.  They  were  en¬ 
couraged  by  Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord 
of  Washington,  its  coordinator,  that 
hope  can  be  kept  alive  “in  the  souls 
of  men  even  in  the  most  desperate  and 
hopeless  situations,”  but  only  “if  our 


Christian  peace  work  transcends  the 
abstract  and  theoretical.” 

The  Rev.  Michael  McIntyre,  an 
aide  to  the  coordinator,  noted  three 
negative  reactions  to  the  project  — 
that  peace  is  the  province  of  radicals, 
that  the  call  is  un-needed  now  that  the 
Vietnam  War  is  over,  that  the  call  is  a 
partisan  political  document.  In  re¬ 
sponse  he  pointed  to  the  wide  and 
varied  concern  for  peace;  to  the  fact 
that  the  Call  to  Peace  document  does 
not  mention  the  Vietnam  War;  that 
its  intent  is  to  focus  on  “the  vision  of 
an  inclusive  community”  though  Chris¬ 
tians  must  sometimes  “remind  the 
principalities  and  the  powers  of  their 
finiteness.”  The  call,  he  urged,  must 
“be  tested  in  the  crucible  of  our  own 
people  ...  to  continue  a  long  Meth¬ 
odist  heritage.” 

With  the  idea  that  peace  and  self¬ 
development  is  not  just  something  for 
others  but  domestic  as  well,  the  open¬ 
ing  speaker  was  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy 
(Mass.),  stressing  health  care.  Citing 
and  debating  a  number  of  arguments 
against  a  government-sponsored  pro¬ 
gram,  he  declared  that  the  income  of 
parents  and  where  they  live  should  not 
determine  whether  a  sick  or  crippled 
child  gets  care. 

In  the  answer  to  a  question  about 
the  role  of  private  insurance,  Kennedy 
declared,  “We  don’t  permit  profit¬ 
making  in  education;  why  should  we 
in  health?” 

Stressing  inter-dependence.  Dr. 
Brown  warned  that  “a  rude  awaken¬ 
ing  is  in  store”  for  the  United  States 
in  energy  sources  and  in  materials. 
While  the  nation  will  depend  more  up¬ 
on  imports,  others  may  not  agree  to 
sell,  putting  the  U.  S.  in  the  ironic 
position  that  “we’ll  soon  celebrate  the 
200th  anniversary  of  our  independence, 
only  to  discover  we’re  not  very  inde¬ 
pendent.” 

Pointing  out  that  the  U.S.  has  6 
per  cent  of  the  world’s  people  but  uses 
32  per  cent  of  its  resources,  he  re¬ 
minded  that  “things  we  have  long  taken 
for  granted  are  suddenly  becoming 


scarce”  and  that  the  change  from  an 
expansive  economy  to  “division  of  a 
finite  pie”  involves  a  theological  ques¬ 
tion.  The  world,  he  added,  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  resent  the  fact  that  we  (the 
U.  S.)  not  only  have  a  loaf  of  bread, 
while  they  have  only  a  crust,  but  that 
we  want  still  more.” 

Secretary  Clements  argued  that  Rus¬ 
sia  remains  a  threat  to  this  countiy, 
in  its  submarine  fleet,  its  “much  big¬ 
ger  and  more  capable”  army,  its  new 
missiles  and  its  military  research  and 
development  budget  and  in  “stirring  up 
trouble  for  us  around  the  world,”  al¬ 
though  technology  gives  the  U.S.  an 
edge. 

The  defense  executive,  who  was  a 
Southern  Methodist  University  class¬ 
mate  of  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield, 
claimed  that  the  defense  budget  over 
the  past  20  years  has  changed  from  be¬ 
ing  double  that  of  all  other  federal 
agencies  to  being  half  their  total,  and 
is  now  the  lowest  since  1950,  only  30 
per  cent  of  the  total  federal  budget. 
He  said  the  expenditures  for  human 
resources  had  increased  from  30  to 
45  per  cent  during  the  Nixon  adminis¬ 
tration. 

Clements  urged  the  bishops  to  sup¬ 
port  not  only  that  budget  but  also  the 
concept  of  continued  assistance  to 
Southeast  Asia — “We  need  to  help 
these  people,  as  we  have  helped  others 
before.” 

As  to  the  “Crisis  of  Today’s  Cities,” 
Thomas  W.  Fletcher,  president  of  the 
National  Training  and  Development 
Service  in  Washington  and  a  former 
Washington  vice-mayor,  pointed  out 
that  people  do  not  generally  differen- 
iate  between  the  various  levels  of 
government  when  they  express  their 
growing  cynicism  and  distrust  of  gov¬ 
ernment.  He  said  that  many  of  the 
cities’  priority  problems  exist  “tragi¬ 
cally”  because  they  were  ignored  a 
decade  and  more  ago. 

To  break  the  frustrating  chains, 
Fletcher  urged  the  treatment  of  people 
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United  Methodist  Pauline  Frederick  addresses  bishops 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
Those  who  speak  for  humanity  will  be 
“those  who  rule  out  the  use  of  military 
force  in  dealing  with  human  prob¬ 
lems,”  United  Nations  news  commen¬ 
tator  Pauline  Frederick  told  a  United 
Methodist  gathering  here  April  25. 

Miss  Frederick,  NBC  correspondent 
at  the  UN,  characterized  the  U.S.  in 
its  foreign  relations  as  similar  to  a 
dinosaur,  with  70  tons  of  armor  and 
three  ounces  of  brain,  in  its  approach 
to  humanity. 

She  addressed  nearly  800  persons 
from  Washington  and  vicinity,  includ¬ 
ing  members  of  the  church’s  Council 
of  Bishops,  at  a  banquet  hosted  by  the 
Washington  Area. 

The  nation’s  foreign  policy  follows  a 
19th  century  approach,  with  requests 
for  more  Pentagon  funds  after  the  Viet¬ 
nam  fighting  ended,  with  domestic 
programs  being  curtailed  to  provide 
defense  funds,  with  “talk  of  disarma¬ 
ment  being  drowned  out  by  the  sound 
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of  re-arming,”  said  the  speaker. 

A  long-time  United  Methodist,  Miss 
Frederick  detailed  the  history  of 
American  involvement  in  Southeast 
Asia,  and  asked  “how  is  peace  with 
honor  achieved  by  using  military  pow¬ 
er  instead  of  the  United  Nations?” 
Once  more,  she  stressed,  it  is  being 
“tragically  proved  that  human  beings 
are  not  ready  to  set  aside  brute  force” 
in  attempts  to  solve  their  problems. 
She  reminded  that  “the  world  does  not 
belong  just  to  Americans.” 

She  commended  “loyalty  to  our  be¬ 
loved  country”  in  the  attempt  to  bring 
its  foreign  policy  “out  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury”  by  working  to  “help  save  free¬ 
dom  for  future  generations.” 

Presiding  at  the  banquet  was  Brad¬ 
shaw  Mintener,  Washington  attorney 
and  long-time  member  and  chairman 
of  several  church  agencies.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  in  charge  of  a  committee 
headed  by  Mintener.  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
James  K.  Mathews  of  Washington 
Area  were  hosts.  Entertainment  was 


by  the  William  Bishop  Chorale  from 
Washington, 

Bishop  Mathews  challenged  the 
audience  with  the  idea  that  “nothing 
God  expects  of  us  is  more  than  we  can 
do.” 

In  response.  Bishop  O.  Eugene 
Slater  of  San  Antonio,  president  of  the 
council  asserted,  “We  believe  that  the 
winds  are  blowing  across  our  church.” 

The  area  gave  the  distinguished 
visitors  a  red  carpet  welcome  in  other 
ways  as  well.  United  Methodist  wom¬ 
en  of  Baltimore  and  Peninsula  Con¬ 
ferences  escorted  the  bishops’  wives 
through  the  capital  city,  including  a 
VIP  tour  of  the  White  House  and  of 
the  State  Department.  Three  hundred 
women  attended  a  luncheon  at  Mt. 
Vernon  Place  Church,  Washington,  to 
honor  the  bishops’  wives. 

Both  bishops  and  their  wives  were 
guests  one  evening  for  a  National  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra  concert  at  the  Ken¬ 
nedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts, 


Helps  in 
Ma  rriage 

By  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

“We  are  having  trouble”  is 
the  oft-spoken  comment  about 
marriage.  Many  are  finding 
muchly-desired  marital  happi¬ 
ness  is  blocked. 

Marriages  do  not  fail  largely 
because  of  misunderstandings. 
Some  are  caused  by  the  failure 
to  be  sensible,  to  be  frank,  to  be 
sincere.  There  is  need  for  pa¬ 
tience,  for  willingness  to  think  of 
the  partner’s  well-being. 

A  quintet  of  suggestions: 

One,  do  not  try  to  make  each 
other  over!  Marriage  should  be 
a  matter  of  adjustment,  not  of 
coercion. 

Two,  remember  that  marriage 
belongs  to  two  persons  only.  It 
does  not  belong  to  friends,  to 
parents,  or  to  anybody  else. 

Three,  try  never  to  end  the 
day  with  a  bitter  thought  or  an 
angry  word. 

Four,  finances  cause  many 
discords  in  the  mxisic  of  matri¬ 
mony.  Every  couple  should 
earnestly  try  to  live  within  their 
income. 

Five,  don’t  leave  God  outside 
your  home.  Let  each  member  of 
the  family  express  his  or  her 
devotion  to  Him. 

The  only  magic  in  marriage  is 
the  magic  of  love. 
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TONGA  ISLAND  METHODISTS 
SUFFER  CYCLONE  DAMAGE 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)— Methodists 
and  others  are  recovering  from  a  Paci¬ 
fic  cyclone  that  ripped  across  a  chain 
of  low-lying  islets  in  the  Tonga  Is¬ 
lands  in  early  April,  leaving  three 
dead  and  hundreds  homeless. 

A  report  to  United  Methodist  In¬ 
formation  said  six  Methodist  churches 
were  either  destroyed  or  damaged,  as 
well  as  five  Methodist  primary  or  mid¬ 
dle  schools  and  a  college  for  500  stu¬ 
dents. 

That  several  Methodist  institutions 
should  have  been  hit  is  not  considered 
unusual,  as  it  is  estimated  that  half  of 
Tonga’s  people  are  members  of  the 
Free  Wesleyan  Church  (Methodist 
Church).  That  is  believed  to  be  one 
of  the  highest,  if  not  the  highest,  pro¬ 
portions  of  Methodist  membership  to 
total  population  anywhere  in  the 
world.  One  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  presidents  is  from  Tonga, 
the  Rev.  John  Havea. 

t 

CORRECTION 

In  the  May  3rd  issue  of  this  publi¬ 
cation  we  inadvertently  indicated  that 
Garrett  Theological  Seminary  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  Naperville,  Ill.  We  should 
have  stated  that  Dr.  James  Edward 
Will,  currently  professor  of  philosoph¬ 
ical  theology  at  Evangelical  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Naperville,  Ill.,  will 
join  the  faculty  of  Garrett  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  as  Har¬ 
ris  Franklin  Rail  professor  of  syste¬ 
matic  theology. 
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Religion  and  Race  Commission 


announces  new  grants 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
With  a  warning  that  federal  cutbacks 
on  social  programs  will  lead  to  in¬ 
creased  calls  for  church  funds  for 
minorities,  a  United  Methodist  agency 
has  announced  more  than  one-third 
million  dollars  in  new  grants. 

The  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  approved  $376,000  from  the 
Minority  Group  Self-Determination 
Fund,  for  36  projects  representing  a 
variety  of  community  development, 
training,  employment,  counseling  and 
other  efforts.  However,  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  funding  committee  had  more 
than  200  requests  totaling  nearly  $6 
million,  according  to  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  chairman. 

One  specific  difficulty  pointed  out 
was  with  day-care  centers,  which  have 
normally  used  matching  federal  and 
private  funds.  Because  the  government 
source  is  xmcertain,  only  one  such 
grant  was  given  this  time  by  the  com¬ 
mission. 

These  are  the  first  such  grants  made 
during  the  new  quadrennium,  from  an 
annual  fund  of  $1,000,000.  In  1971- 
72,  a  total  of  $3,247,850  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  187  projects,  as  the  result 
of  special  fimds  established  in  1970. 

Under  a  system  that  requires  three 


to  four  months  to  process  a  request, 
each  proposal  is  read  by  members  of 
both  staff  and  commission;  the  bishop 
and  officials  of  the  conference  involved 
are  notified,  along  with  the  appropri¬ 
ate  ethnic  caucus;  the  project  is  vis¬ 
ited,  and  the  Funding  Committee 
makes  the  decisions. 

The  process  considers  the  project’s 
total  budget,  its  various  components 
ar.d  the  probable  effect  of  a  fund  grant, 
according  to  Dr.  White.  He  said  grants 
are  made  for  projects  rather  than  for 
organizations,  with  the  emphasis  on 
self-determination  and  economic  em¬ 
powerment. 

TTie  commission  has  established  pri¬ 
orities  for  grants,  starting  with  ethnic 
minority  local  church  ministries,  eco¬ 
nomic  proposals  demonstrating  com¬ 
munity  participation  and  benefit-shar¬ 
ing,  community  organization. 

The  latest  grants  will  go  to  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  ethnic  groups  —  Puerto  Rican, 
Black,  Hispanic,  Indian,  Formosan, 
Asian-American,  Filipino  —  several 
for  two  or  more  such  units. 

The  next  deadline  for  proposals  for 
grants  will  be  45  days  ahead  of  the 
Funding  Committee’s  meeting  Sept. 
24. 
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Workshop  for  church  librarians  offered 


The  Thirteenth  Armual  Workshop 
of  church  and  synagogue  librarians 
will  be  held  July  22-24,  at  Lewis  and 
Qark  College  in  Portland,  Ore. 

Sponsored  jointly  by  the  Church 
and  Synagogue  Library  Association 
and  the  Pacific  Northwest  Association 
of  Church  Libraries,  the  conference  is 
designed  to  offer  guidance  in  organiz¬ 
ing  and  operating  such  libraries  and 
is  open  to  all  interested  persons. 

TTie  program  will  include  workshop 
sessions,  book  exhibits,  tours  of  religi¬ 
ous  libraries,  and  lectures.  The  key¬ 
note  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Robert  Syl¬ 
vester,  professor  of  Education  at  the 


University  of  Oregon. 

The  “Conference  Package”  rate  of 
$38.50  includes  full-time  registration, 
double  occupancy  rooms  for  two 
nights,  linens,  towels,  all  meals,  one  of 
two  special  tours,  and  one-year  mem- 
berehip  in  CSLA  or  PNACL.  The  fee 
should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Beverly  Mill- 
iron,  Registrar,  1185  S.W.  Chestnut 
Dr.,  Portland,  Ore.  97219  before  July 
7. 

A  brochure  with  complete  program 
and  registration  information  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Church  and  Synagogue  Li¬ 
brary  Association,  P.O.  Box  530,  Bryn 
Mawr,  Pa.  19010. 


Joaquin  Garcia,  head  of  the  United  Publishing  House,  Mexico  City,  con¬ 
sults  with  Claude  Byrd,  customer  service  supervisor  of  Abingdon  Press, 
during  a  recent  visit  to  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Mr.  Garcia,  30,  a  graduate  of  Scarritt  College,  was  named  publisher 
of  the  cooperative  Protestant  enterprise  in  November  after  serving  for 
several  years  as  executive  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mexico.  The  Publishing  House,  founded  in 
1917,  operates  under  a  governing  board  representing  Methodist,  Presby¬ 
terian,  United  Church  of  Christ,  and  Disciples  of  Christ  churches.  (UMI 
Photo) 


S.  Carolina  Conference-to  vote  on 
restructure  alternatives  in  June 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
A  challenge  to  the  continuance  be¬ 
yond  this  year  of  all-black  districts  in 
a  United  Methodist  conference  has 
been  withdrawn.  It  had  been  expected 
to  be  the  major  item  on  the  agenda  of 
the  Judicial  Council  meeting  May  24- 
26  at  French  Lick,  Ind. 

The  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  had  asked  the  “supreme  court” 
for  a  ruling  on  the  constitutionality  of 
such  districts  after  this  July,  when 
General  Conference  had  mandated  all 
racial  structures  to  be  ended. 

The  challenge  was  related  specific¬ 
ally  to  South  Carolina,  whose  black 
and  white  annual  conferences  merged 
a  year  ago.  Under  that  merger  plan,  a 
mutual  agreement,  the  present  four 
black  district  superintendents  were  to 
complete  their  traditional  six-year 
terms,  but  the  separate  black  districts 
would  be  phased  out  in  1974.  After 
that,  the  plan  recommended  three 
black  superintendents  within  a  total 
of  12  non-segregated  districts,  for  at 
least  eight  years. 

However,  the  conference  is  to  vote 
this  June  on  a  complete  restructure  of 
its  districts,  with  alternate  possibilities 
of  12  districts  including  three  black 
superintendents  or  14  districts  with 
four  black  superintendents.  There  are 
now  1 1  white  and  four  black  districts. 

A  General  Conference  legislative 
committee  approved  an  exception  to 
the  1973  rule,  allowing  an  extra  year 
in  cases  such  as  South  Carolina’s 
where  a  later  deadline  had  been  mut¬ 


ually  accepted.  However,  this  never 
reached  the  plenary  session. 

After  the  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  voted,  in  February,  to  ques¬ 
tion  the  constitutionality  of  the  con¬ 
tinuance,  its  committee  on  merger  re¬ 
view  and  evaluation  met  with  Bishop 
Edward  L.  Tullis  and  other  officials 
of  the  conference.  Finding  that  it  had 
“one  of  the  best  plans  for  equity”  of 
any  merging  conference  and  that  it 
was  in  the  midst  of  the  restructure  in¬ 
volving  all  districts,  the  committee 
recommended  withdrawing  the  plea. 
The  commission  approved  by  mail 
vote. 

The  review  committee  is  headed  by 
the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery  of  Atlanta 
and  includes  the  Rev.  J.  Duncan  Hun¬ 
ter  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.;  Mrs.  Thelma 
Barnes  of  Greenville,  Miss.;  and  Rhett 
Jackson  of  Columbia,  S.  C.  It  is  work¬ 
ing  also  with  other  recently  merged 
conferences. 

The  Judicial  Council  also,  as  of  late 
April,  had  been  asked  to  rule  on  two 
other  cases: 

•  By  North  Georgia  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  as  to  the  legality  of  a  standing 
rule  adopted  in  1972,  as  requested  by 
a  lay  group,  to  have  legislative  com¬ 
mittees  consider  reports  before  pre¬ 
sentation  on  the  conference  floor. 

•  By  Northwest  Philippines  Annual 
Conference  as  to  the  legality  of  ap¬ 
pointments  of  district  superintendents 
for  eight  consecutive  years. 
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from  page  nine 
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“like  whole  human  beings,  not  welfare, 
education,  police,  rehabilitation  or  job 
training  problems”;  “break  the  deliv¬ 
ery  of  service  and  decision-making 
down  to  the  lowest  possible  level”; 
listen  to  people  and  “stop  making 
promises  that  you  can’t  or  won’t  keep”; 
aim  for  “effectiveness  not  just  effic¬ 
iency.” 

Every  administration  seeks  to  mani¬ 
pulate  the  news,  Anderson  reminded, 
and  his  greatest  complaint  is  that  too 
often  “the  press  gets  taken  in.”  He 
stressed,  however,  that  press  shield 
laws  and  other  freedom  of  information 
legislation  are  intended  “to  protect 
you,  not  newsmen,”  because  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  press  is  “to  represent  the 
governed,  not  the  government.” 

“One  of  the  few  benefits  of  the  dis¬ 
aster  of  Vietnam  is  that  we  have  been 
forced  to  measure  our  past  policies 
against  our  basic  values,”  Sen.  Charles 
Mathias  (Md.)  told  the  Council.  Math¬ 
ias  said  this  gives  him  confidence  that 
the  belief  system  and  values  of  the  U. 
S.  are  strong  enough  “that  it  will  again 
become  possible  for  the  United  States 
to  match  rhetoric  with  deeds.” 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


The  Rev.  Chester  A.  Pennington, 
professor  of  preaching  and  worship  at 
United  Methodism’s  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver,  Colo.,  was  the 
1973  Luccock  Visitor  at  Yale  Divinity 
School. 


Global  Ministries 
Board  elects  two 
new  executives 

ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (UMI)  —  The 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  acted  on  several  staff 
changes  at  its  meeting  here  March  23- 
31.  Included  were  election  of  execu¬ 
tives,  promotion  of  others  and  authori¬ 
zation  of  retirements.  The  changes  in¬ 
clude  staff  members  in  most  of  the 
Board’s  units.  Several  involve  high 
level  assignments,  including  two  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretaries. 

The  Rev.  Earl  Rodman  Barr,  Levit- 
town,  N.  Y.,  elected  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  Section  of  Specialized 
Services  in  the  National  Division, 
which  includes  church  extension  and 
other  functions,  succeeding  the  Rev. 
Jesse  DeWitt  who  was  elected  a  bishop 
in  1972.  Mr.  Barr  has  been  executive 
director  of  the  Strategy,  Technical  and 
Area  Program  Department  of  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  Overseas  Ministries  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Germany,  New 
York  and  Montclair,  N.J.,  was  promo¬ 
ted  to  assistant  general  secretary  for 
program  administration  in  the  World 
Division,  succeeding  the  Rev.  Eugene 
L.  Stockwell,  who  resigned  last  year  to 
head  the  Division  of  Overseas  Minis¬ 
tries  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  Dr.  Germany,  formerly  of 
Oklahoma  City,  had  been  Division  as¬ 
sistant  general  secretary  for  Asia. 
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What^s  your  favorite 

by  Cecil  Bland 

The  Rev.  William  MbCtitcheon,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  recently  con¬ 
ducted  a  favorite  hymn  contest  at  his 
church.  The  results  which  were  printed 
in  his  church  bulletin,  went  as  follows: 

Most  Popular  Hymn:  “How  Great 
Thou  Art”  .  .  .  (27  per  cent  of  the 
vote);  “Are  Ye  Able”  and  “Amazing 
Grace”  tied  for  second  place  with  9 
per  cent  each,  “Holy,  Holy,  Holy,” 
“The  Old  Rugged  Cross”,  and  “Sweet 
Hour  of  Prayer”  each  garnered  6  per 
cent  of  the  vote. 

Other  favorite  hymns  were:  “Nearer 
My  God  To  Thee.”  “He  Leadeth  Me, 
O  Blessed  Thought,”  “Come,  Every 
Soul  By  Sin  Oppressed”  (“Only  Trust 
Him”),  “I  Love  To  Tell  The  Story,” 
“Jesus  Is  All  The  World  To  Me,”  “All 
Hail  The  Power  of  Jesus  Name,” 
“Fairest  Lord  Jesus,”  “Lord  Jesus,  I 
Love  Thee,”  “Stand  Up,  Stand  Up  For 
Jesus,”  “Rise  Up,  O  Men  Of  God,” 
“Have  Thine  Own  Way,  Lord,”  “This 
Is  My  Father’s  World,”  “A  Mighty 
Fortress  Is  Our  God.” 


Recent  fire  at  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  residence,  Louisiana  State 
University-Baton  Rouge,  was  con¬ 
fined  to  one  room  but  destroyed  all 
personal  property  of  the  two  occu¬ 
pants.  Although  there  was  no  major 
structural  damage,  water  and  smoke 
damage  was  extensive.  Student 
volunteers  cleaned  up  the  residence. 
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"The  Tour  that 
is  Different" 

is  going  ! 

Want  to  go,  too  ? 

17  have  registered  for  the  22-day 
Tour-Cruise,  from  New  Orleans  to 
Portugal,  Spain,  Morocco,  and 
Athens,  including  a  7-day  cruise 
from  Athens  to  Istanbul,  Ephesus, 
Rhodes,  Crete,  and  back  to  Athens. 
This  means  the  tour  will  be  made! 

Dates  are  Sept.  18-Oct.  8,  1973. 

The  revised  price,  after  dollar 
devaluation,  is  $1,300  from 
New  Orleans.  We  have  room  for 
13  others.  DEADLINE  IS  June  1st. 
For  Brochure,  write  Dr.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  3300  Eton,  New  Orleans, 
La.  70114. 


hymn? 

Some  of  these  hymns  date  back  to 
the  eighteenth  century  when  John  and 
Charles  Wesley  began  their  ministry. 
Others  are  from  this  century. 

These  are  hymns  that  people  both 
like  to  sing  and  like  to  listen  to.  John 
Wesley  prefaced  the  hymn  book  of  his 
time  with  instructions  for  Methodists 
to  sing  out  loud  and  clearly  in  worship 
to  God. 

Worship  in  music  in  many  churches, 
is  often  left  to  the  trained  choirs  of 
those  churches.  Sometimes  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  the  hymns  during  a  morning  or 
evening  service  is  based  on  the  theme 
of  the  sermon,  sometimes  on  familiar 
hymns  the  congregation  will  sing  out 
on. 

Our  Book  of  Hymns,  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal  is  a  treasure  house 
of  hymns  of  many,  many  denomina¬ 
tions;  there  are  appropriate  hymns  for 
every  seasonal  theme,  every  occasion. 
It  needs  to  be  used  more. 

Consider  the  worship  of  our  Lord  in 
song.  Beautiful  words  ...  in  rhyme 
...  to  beautiful  music.  We  need  to 
sing  more  hymns. 

But,  whether  we  stick  to  the  old 
time  favorites,  or  take  a  step  towards 
other  hymns,  let  us  worship  together 
in  song. 

t 

NCC  makesj; 
changes 

NEW  YORK,  N.Y.,  (NCC)  —  Na¬ 
tional  mission  leaders  of  member  de¬ 
nominations  of  the  National  Coimcil 
of  Churches  made  several  crucial  de¬ 
cisions  recently  that  will  change  the 
face  of  the  council’s  Division  of 
Church  and  Society. 

After  months  of  evaluating  its  pro¬ 
gram,  the  Steering  Committee  decided 
to: 

•  Make  important  staff  changes 

•  Centralize  decision  making,  priority 
setting  and  budget  in  the  division’s 
board,  cutting  down  on  the  former 
autonomy  of  project  funding 

•  Hire  an  Associate  General  Secre¬ 
tary  as  early  as  possible  to  guide  the 
development  of  the  division 

•  Recommend  that  its  Corporate  In¬ 
formation  Center  remain  in  the 
Council 

•  Organize  a  staff  team  around  a  pri- 


Mrs.  A.  B.  Kelley,  84,  takes  the  first 
ride  on  the  newly  installed  chair-lift 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  at 
Tallulah. 


(From  left)  Mrs.  Nannie 
Bond,  Mrs.  Mabel  Watson 
and  Herbert  H.  George, 
Sr.  welcome  guests  to 
recent  dedication  of 
Montpelier  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  During 
the  informal  service,  at¬ 
tended  by  150  persons, 
Mrs.  Bond  gave  a  history 
of  the  church.  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 
District  Superintendent 
William  Fraser,  and  the 
Rev.  A.  Bray  Sibley, 
pastor,  presided  over 
the  dedication  service. 
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mary  concern  for  justice 

•  Discontinue  field  services 

•  Lodge  Evangelism  concerns  with 
the  Associate  General  Secretary 
According  to  Church  and  Society 

chairman  James  Christison  of  the 
American  Baptist  Churches,  it  was  a 
day  of  “reordering  the  affairs  of  the 
division.” 

Accordingly,  the  Steering  Committee 
cut  projections  from  last  year’s  general 
undesignated  income  of  $469,000  to 
$390,000. 

In  addition  to  the  core  budget  for 
the  support  of  executive  staff,  the  di¬ 
vision  administers  special  projects 
which  in  1972  created  a  total  budget 
of  $1,042,000.  That  total  for  1973 
is  expected  to  reach  $750,000. 

Consequently  the  committee  re¬ 
duced  from  thirteen  to  seven  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  executive  staff.  Action  was 
taken  to  give  notice  of  termination  to 
all  staff  but  with  the  understanding 
that  they  can  reapply  for  newly  de¬ 
scribed  positions. 

The  committee  also  empowered  a 
12-member  denominational  group  to 
rewrite  job  descriptions,  and  recom¬ 
mend  hiring  of  executive  staff  as  well 
as  an  Associate  General  Secretary.  The 


$15,000-$30,000  YEAR  PROFIT  POTEN-  ; 
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committee  is  headed  by  Mrs.  Peggy  ' 
Billings  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  includes  several  members 
of  the  committee  which  recommended 
the  changes  that  were  adopted. 

The  reasons  for  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  were  outlined  by  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  members,  the  Rev.  Carl 
Thomas  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
America.  Throughout  their  evaluation, 
the  key  themes  were  “dissatisfaction 
with  the  status  quo,”  he  said.  “No  one 
saw  additional  funds  for  carrying  on 
business  as  usual.” 
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Miss  Marlene  Fernandez,  registered  nurse  from  Binolonan,  Luzon, 
the  Phi  lippines,  was  received  into  First  Church,  Winnfield,  Easter 
Sunday  by  the  Rev.  Ray  Holt  (right),  missionary  to  the  Philippines, 
who  also  preached  at  the  service.  The  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner, 
pastor,  is  at  left.  Holt  welcomed  Miss  Fernandez  in  Tagalog,  an 
Indonesian  language  of  the  Philippines,  and  interpreted  his  re¬ 
marks  for  the  congregation.  Miss  Fernandez’s  family  is  Methodist; 
her  father  is  district  attorney  in  Binolonan. 


RIGHT:  Confirmation 

Class  of  First  Church, 
Natchitoches,  with  the 
Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Jr., 
pastor. 

t 


LEFT:  St.  Andrew,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  youth  presented  an 
Easter  Sunday  drama,  “I  Sav* 
Him,”  directed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bert  Schultz,  youth  counselors. 
The  Rev.  Roy  L.  Garrett  is 
minister. 

t 


t 


Members  of  the  Spanish-speaking  congregation  of 
Felicity  Church,  New  Orleans,  and  their  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Eaker,  joined  St.  Andrew’s  congrega¬ 
tion  for  a  Lenten  worship  service  series.  Speakers 
included  Eaker,  the  Rev.  Msgr.  Alexander  0.  Sigur, 
president-rector  of  Notre  Dame  Seminary  in  New 
Orleans,  and  Dr.  Robert  Harrington,  superintendent 
of  New  Orleans  District.  The  Rev.  Roy  L.  Garrett 
was  host  pastor. 
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The  “Circle  of  Love”  concluded  the  Easter  Sunrise 
Services  held  by  the  St.  Joseph  Youth  Sharing 
Group  at  6  a.m.  at  Lake  Bruin.  The  group  includes 
Baptist,  United  Methodist,  and  Episcop>alian  youth. 
Baptists  Whit  and  Martha  Jones  provided  the  site 
and  served  breakfast  to  participants.  The  Rev. 
Cecil  Mims  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  St.  Joesph. 


The  kindergarten  class  of  Wesley  Church, 
Sulphur,  had  an  Easter  party  on  Easter 
Sunday.  Teachers  are  Mrs.  Katy  Belle 
Perry  and  Mrs.  Grace  Young.  The  Rev. 
Walter  M.  Clarke  is  minister. 
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Tallulah  Church  Primary  and  Junior  children  presented  a 
musical  program  at  Palm  Sunday  worship  service.  The 
Rev.  J.  David  Corley  is  minister. 


RIGHT:  The  Wesley  Foundation 
at  Louisiana  Tech  University, 
Ruston,  recently  gave  an  Easter 
Egg  Hunt  Party  for  a  cottage  of 
girls  from  the  Ruston  State 
School,  for  the  mentally  retarded. 
Miss  Donna  Fowler  is  Community 
Service  chairman  of  the  Founda¬ 
tion,  which  has  sponsored  other 
service  projects  this  year.  The 
Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  is 
Foundation  director. 
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New  members  received  at  Live  Oak  United 
Methodist  Church,  Watson,  on  Palm  Sun¬ 
day.  The  Rev.  Albert  A.  Collins  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

t 


Fifty  children  took  part  in  a 
recent  Easter  Egg  Hunt 
sponsored  by  the  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Simpson  Church, 
Lake  Charles.  The  Rev. 
Stone  Caraway  is  pastor. 
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MEMBERSHIP  TREND 
REVERSED:  CHURCHES 
NOW  GAINING 

At  a  recent  check-up  meeting 
of  the  cabinet  it  was  revealed 
that  the  churches  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  conference  have  increased  in 
total  membership  by  more  than 
1,686  since  January  1.  This  fig¬ 
ure  represents  a  net  gain;  more 
than  3,000  have  actually  joined 
Methodist  churches  in  Louisiana 
during  this  period.  This  report 
is  one  of  great  encouragement 
to  the  cabinet,  the  bishop,  and 
the  boards  of  evangelism  and 
laity. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  prime 
emphasis  will  be  given  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  evangelism  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year.  A  number 
of  churches  have  been  prepar¬ 
ing  a  confirmation  class  for 
Pentecost  Sunday  and  there  are 
other  appropriate  seasons  for  the 
reception  of  members.  It  is 
gratifying  to  see  the  membership 
trend  reversed  as  churches  now 
are  beginning  to  show  net  gains. 
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COCLEGE 

not  to  be  tSc^  out 

WAY  21  1973 

Service  of  Celebration  featuring 
massed  choirs  to  open  Conference 


by  Cecil  Bland 

The  Third  Session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  officially  open  Monday 
evening,  May  28,  in  Shreveport.  Dr. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  director.  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  announced 
that  a  special  service  of  celebration 
featuring  a  massed  choir  and  indivi¬ 
dual  singers  will  be  held  at  7;30  p.m. 
on  that  date  at  Centenary  College  to 
begin  the  Conference. 

Dr.  Will  Andress,  minister  of  music 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  will  direct  the  choir  with 
representatives  from  among  the  over 
600  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Louisiana. 

Dr.  Andress,  a  native  of  El  Dorado, 
Ark.  received  his  musical  education 
at  Centenary  College;  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.;  East 
Carolina  University,  Greenville,  N. 
Car.,  and  Florida  State  University, 
Tallahassee,  Fla.  He  has  served  as  a 


tenor  soloist  with  many  choirs  and 
orchestras  both  in  this  nation  and  on 
world  tours.  He  has  performed  a  num¬ 
ber  of  operatic  roles. 

He  is  a  choral  clinician  and  adjudi¬ 
cator  in  eight  states,  and  has  had  over 
50  articles  published  in  professional 
music  magazines. 

Dr.  Andress  has  served  as  minister 
of  music  in  four  Protestant  churches 
averaging  2000  members  each,  with 
six  to  1 8  choirs  in  each  with  up  to  400 
participants.  He  has  taught  voice  at 
Florida  State  University  and  East 
Carolina  University  and  at  East  Texas 
Baptist  College,  Marshall,  Tex. 

invitations  have  been  extended  over 
Louisiana  to  choirs  in  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  to  participate  in  this 
special  celebration.  The  event  begins 
the  Third  session  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  the  official  annual 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana.  At  this  meeting, 
the  legislative  work  of  the  church  (in 
this  case  the  entire  state  of  Louisiana) 


Dr.  Will  Andress 


is  carried  out,  and  pastors  are  assigned 
to  churches  for  one  year  until  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

Musical  selections  to  be  performed 
by  them  assed  choir  are:  “Out  of  the 
Depths,”  (Psalm  130)  by  Drobegg; 
“Their  Sound  is  Gone  Out  Into  All 
Lands,”  from  the  Messiah,  by  Handel; 
“Shall  we  Gather  At  the  River,”  Cope¬ 
land;  “Hallelujah  Chorus,”  the  Mes¬ 
siah,  by  Handel.  Instrumentalists  of 
both  strings  and  brass  will  accompany 
the  choir. 
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Standing  in  front  of  nurses’  sta¬ 
tion,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hansard  presents 
a  check  for  final  payment  on 
pledge  of  $3600  to  the  Rev.  John 
Koelemay.  Mrs.  Hansard  was 
president  of  Elysian  Fields  WSCS 
at  the  time  the  pledge  was  made. 
Sunday,  May  20th  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  as  Methodist  Hospital  Sun¬ 
day  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  —  a  day  on  which 
local  churches  will  receive  a 
special  offering  for  the  “Good 
Samaritan"  Fund.  (Related  pic¬ 
tures  on  page  seven) 

Elysian  Fields  women  hold 
dedication  at  Methodist  Hospital 


Lay  Member  Training  sessions 

Finances^  unwed  mothers^  structure 
among  chief  concerns 


Realization  of  a  long-time  dream 
came  May  3  for  members  of  the  Ely¬ 
sian  Fields  Women’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Service,  New  Orleans,  when  they 
dedicated  a  nurses’  station  at  Metho¬ 
dist  Hospital  in  honor  of  Rosie 
Holmes,  nurse  and  missionary.  Mrs. 
Holmes  and  her  husband,  John,  were 
members  of  Elysian  Fields  at  the  time 
they  were  commissioned  as  missionar¬ 
ies.  They  served  in  India  for  six  years. 

The  dedication  service  was  held  in 
the  chapel  of  Methodist  Hospital.  Min¬ 
isters  participating  were  the  Rev.  Roy 
Garrett,  pastor  of  St.  Andrews  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Rev.  John 


Koelemay,  hospital  chaplain,  and  the 
Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.,  pastor  of 
Elysian  Fields. 

Many  projects  were  undertaken  to 
raise  the  money  given  to  Methodist 
Hospital.  Rummage  sales  and  bazaars 
were  held.  Members  had  individual 
projects  involving  handicrafts,  which 
they  sold.  Proceeds  from  an  ecology 
project  were  used;  members  collected 
glass  bottles  and  aluminum  cans  which 
were  taken  to  recycling  centers.  Dona¬ 
tions  were  given  by  other  members  of 
the  church.  Stationery  and  Christmas 
cards  were  sold. 


by  Cecil  Bland 

The  future  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  .  .  . 

The  future  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  structure  .  .  .  and  how  the 
“decimal”  is  arrived  at,  were  the  mat¬ 
ters  of  importance  presented  during 
the  Lay  Member  Training  sessions 
held  over  the  Conference  in  each  Dis¬ 
trict. 

These  annual  one-night  meetings 
are  sponsored  by  the  Conference 
Board  of  the  Laity,  and  designed  to 
acquaint  both  lay  members  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  their  pastors  of 
important  upcoming  legislation  to  be 
decided  upon  at  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Session  set  for  May  28-31  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Pre-Conference  Report  booklets 
have  been  mailed  to  each  pastor  and 
lay  member  to  provide  them  with  in¬ 
formation  of  the  Annual  Conference. 
The  district  meetings  provide  an  arena 
for  discussion  and  questions  and  ans¬ 
wers  about  these  subjects. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans, 
an  institution  which  for  some  50  years 
has  provided  a  first-class  hospital  ser¬ 
vice  for  unwed  mothers  in  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  is  facing  a  shortage  of 
patients.  Only  three  girls  were  in  the 
Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  1973,  and 
only  a  very  few  more  have  made  ap¬ 
plication  since  then.  Changing  social 
mores,  the  easy  availability  of  abor¬ 
tion,  and  other  reasons  have  made  it 
necessary  to  take  a  long  look  at  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital. 

The  Louisiana  Department  of  Wel¬ 
fare  has  proposed  using  the  home  as  a 
temporary  sanctuary  for  abused  and 
neglected  children,  with  the  door  left 
open  for  unwed  mothers  should  they 
appear. 


An  opportunity  for  those  persons 
attending  the  District  Training  ses¬ 
sions  to  provide  additional  information 
for  the  Structure  Study  Committee  has 
been  made-  available  through  the  use 
of  a  simple  questionnaire  regarding 
the  number  of  districts  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.  At  present  there  are 
10  districts,  resulting  from  the  mer¬ 
ger  of  Conference  A  and  Conference 
B.  There  were  nine  Districts  in  Con¬ 
ference  A  and  three  in  Conference  B 

Please  turn  to  page  2. 

Tour  of  Bayous' 
planned  by  Board 
of  Missions 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Missions  has  announced  a  “Tour  of 
the  Bayous,”  which  will  be  conducted 
on  June  8  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  The 
tour  will  include  visits  to  MacDonell 
Methodist  Center  at  Houma,  and  Du- 
lac  Community  Center  at  Dulac,  both 
Advance  Special  projects  located  in 
Lafayette  District. 

The  tour  is  planned  for  local  chair¬ 
men  of  missions,  youth,  young  adults, 
missionary  education  secretaries,  and 
all  interested  persons  in  addition  to 
the  Conference  Board  of  Missions. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Missions 
requests  that  in  each  city  a  car  pool  be 
organized  by  the  Missionary  Secretary 
of  the  District  in  cooperation  with 
Work  Area  chairmen  of  each  local 
church.  Groups  attending  from  over 
the  Conference  will  meet  at  McDonell 
Methodist  Center  at  10  a.m.  and  form 
a  motorcade  which  will  arrive  at  Du¬ 
lac  in  time  for  a  12:30  seafood  lunch. 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


ABOVE:  Ruston  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  W.  Ralph  Cain  (left)  and 
Host  Pastor  George  Harkins  of 
Springhill  Church  discuss  plans  for 
District  Rally  to  be  held  Sunday, 
May  20.  BELOW:  The  Rev.  L.  Ray 
Branton,  pastor  of  Henning  Memorial 
Church,  Sulphur,  will  preach  for 
Hour  of  Evangelism  during  Ruston 
District  Key  73  Rally. 


Ruston  District 
plans  Evangelism 
Rally,  May  20 

Evangelism  —  not  business  —  will 
mark  the  1973  Ruston  District  Con¬ 
ference/Key  73  Rally  to  be  held  Sun¬ 
day,  May  20^  3:30  p.m.  at  Springhill 
United  Methodist  Church,  according 
to  the  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain,  district 
superintendent.  The  Rev.  George  Har¬ 
kins  is  host  pastor. 

The  Rally  will  open  at  4  p.m.  with 
inspirational  singing  led  by  David 
Stone,  youth  director  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport.  A  short  business  meeting 
will  follow. 

An  Hour  of  Evangelism,  beginning 
at  5:00,  will  feature  an  all-district 
Ecumenical  Choir,  composed  of  mem¬ 
bers  from  10  district  churches  and 
Springhill  non-Methodist  churches,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Charles 
Payne,  director  of  music  at  the  host 
church. 

The  Hour  of  Evangelism  preacher 
will  be  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton  of 
Henning  Memorial  Church,  Sulphur. 

The  Rally  will  conclude  with  a  $2 
per  plate  Fellowship  Supper. 

Ruston  District  churches  will  not 
have  Sunday  evening  services  so  that 
all  members  may  attend  the  Rally, 
t 

RIGHT:  The  Rev.  Freddie  Hender¬ 
son,  director  of  Southern  University 
(Baton  Rouge)  Wesley  Foundation 
in  temporary  office  in  old  campus 
infirmary  in  remote  section  of  cam¬ 
pus.  The  work  of  this  campus  min¬ 
istry  can  be  expanded  through  new 
facilities,  possible  only  with  Con¬ 
ference-wide  support  through  the 
bui Iding  fund. 


from  page  one  LAY  TRAINING 
prior  to  merger. 

Those  present  are  asked  to  give 
their  opinion  as  to  whether  the  10  dis¬ 
tricts  should  be  maintained  or  reduced 
in  number. 

Finances,  always  an  important  part 
of  Annual  Conference  action,  are  con¬ 
cerned  in  a  number  of  proposals  this 
year.  The  “decimal,”  a  figure  worked 
out  by  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (successor  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  World  Service  and  Fi¬ 
nance)  to  provide  a  fair  assessment  to 
the  churches  in  the  Conference  to  raise 
funds  for  Conference  Administration 
costs  and  Conference  Benevolences 
and  World  Service  has  been  based  on 
church  membership  figures  and  church 
finances  in  a  one-half/one-half  ar¬ 
rangement.  The  new  proposal  would 
be  for  the  decimal  to  be  arrived  at 
from  one-third  church  membership 
figures  and  two-thirds  church  finance 
information.  Reason  for  the  change — 
to  provide  a  more  equal  apportionment 
to  the  churches,  based  not  on  total 
membership,  but  on  ability  to  pay. 

Representatives  of  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  Board  of  Directors, 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  and  Structure  Study  Committee 
are  present  at  each  District  meeting 
to  present  these  concerns. 

Other  items  to  come  before  the  dele¬ 
gates  in  Shreveport  include:  proposed 
constitutional  amendments  concerning 
lay  representation  at  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  their  authority;  and  the  dele¬ 
tion  of  any  words  referring  to  the  sex 
of  the  person  concerned  (no  more 
“he,”  “him,”  etc.).  A  proposed  change 
in  the  way  the  Conference  supports 
Centenary  College  and  various  lesser 
proposals. 
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TOUR 


which  will  cost  $1. 

The  tour  is  designed  to  inform  par¬ 
ticipants  of  the  types  of  services  these 
institutions  provide  with  the  monies 
they  receive  from  the  local  churches, 
individuals,  the  National  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
other  sources. 

Local  churches  are  requested  to 
register  before  June  1  the  number  of 
persons  who  plan  to  make  the  tour. 
Registrations  should  include  the  name 
of  the  church,  the  District,  pastor’s 
name  and  number  who  will  eat  lunch. 
They  should  be  mailed  to  the  Rev. 
Howard  L.  Milo,  Council  of  Minis¬ 
tries  Office,  P.  O.  Box  4325,  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  71104. 


Shortly  we  convene  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport.  Several  things  are  well  to  note  on  the  eve  of  this 
event.  One  is  that  the  annual  conference  is  the  basic  administrative  and 
spiritual  community  in  Methodism.  It  has  been  so  from  the  beginning  and 
occupies  a  place  of  veneration  among  those  who  are  in  the  tradition  from 
the  Christmas  Conference  of  1784.  An  annual  conference  has  no  counter¬ 
part  anywhere  else  in  the  Christian  world.  It  is  not  a  convention  nor  an 
assembly.  It  is  a  basic  legislative  and  executive  unit  and  yet  it  involves 
certain  aspects  of  church  life  that  are  highly  liturgical,  some  informally 
spiritual,  and  some  that  have  to  do  with  ordinary  church  business  and  free 
Christian  fellowship.  An  annual  conference  is  a  blend  of  the  spiritual  and 
administrative  functions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Much  power  is 
vested  in  it  by  church  law;  much  spiritual  life  is  dependent  upon  its  work 
and  its  procedure .  Come  to  this  conference  with  the  hope  and  prayer  that 
God's  work  will  be  advanced  through  all  that  we  say,  do,  and  decide . 

It  is  well  to  note  that  die  conference  has  been  shortened  by  one 
full  day.  This  was  achieved  by  public  demand,  especially  among  the  laity. 

If  the  shortening  of  the  conference  is  to  be  successful,  all  particijiants  wUl 
have  to  discipline  themselves  concerning  the  usage  of  time.  The  point  here 
is  obvious . 

We  are  pleased  to  have  invited  Bishop  Edward  Carroll  and  the 
Honorable  Edwin  Edwards,  governor,  to  be  present.  We  are  highly  honored 
they  have  accepted. 

As  bishop,  I  have  one  matter  to  commend  to  you .  It  is  the  matter 
of  voting  on  the  eight  constitutional  amendments .  Naturally,  I  have  my  own 
opinions  on  each  of  these,  but  one  in  particular  I  shall  share.  This  is  the 
proposal  to  amend  Section  II,  Article  I,  Paragraph  13,  by  opening  the  door 
to  sessions  of  the  General  Conference  every  two  years  instead  of  once  every 
four  years .  I  rather  expect  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  will  vote  for 
this,  but  personally  I  am  dead-set  against  it. 

If  the  vote  is  permissive  for  holding  the  conference  every  two 
years,  you  can  depend  upon  the  fact  that  the  bureaucrats  and  power -elitists 
will  see  to  it  that  we  hold  one  every  two  years .  But  General  Conferences 
are  expensive.  Delegates  come  from  all  over  the  world  at  the  expense  of 
the  General  Administration  Fund.  It  costs  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  to  hold  one  two -weeks'  world -wide  conference.  I  think  it  is  poor 
stewardship  of  the  Lord's  money  to  spend  it  so  freely  this  way. 

I  am  opposed  to  it  because  the  General  Conference  always  amends 
the  Book  of  Discipline,  and  it  usually  takes  ten  months  to  get  a  Discipline 
published.  We  received  this  year's  Discipline  eleven  months  after  lastyear's 
General  Conference.  If  we  hold  General  Conferences  every  two  years  it  sim¬ 
ply  means  that  we  will  hardly  get  the  Discipline  in  our  hands  until  a  new  one 
pops  up.  How  could  one  keep  up  with  the  Discipline? 

I  am  also  opposed  to  it  because  General  Conferences  tend  to  be 
controlled  by  certain  strong  bureaucratic  elements  who  like  to  enter  the  field 
of  controversy  and  spend  endless  days  on  resolutions,  etc.,  that  do  little  but 
create  misunderstanding  cUid  ill  will  in  the  parishes .  Our  last  two  General 
Conferences  have  done  some  commendable  and  prophetic  things,  but  also 
have  provided  a  national  forum  for  some  of  the  least  worthy  ideas  and  programs 
in  the  church.  I  believe  that  the  church  should  take  strong  and  forthright 
stands  on  issues  of  ethical  and  international  import,  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  General  Conference  itself  accomplished  much  toward  the  goals  it  establishes 
because  of  the  manner  in  which  those  goals  are  set.  Those  who  like  to  TALK 
about  issues  would  like  a  General  Conference  every  two  months.  I  can  do  with 


one  every  four  years,  at  a  minimum. 

And  last  of  all,  I  am  opposed  to  more  frequent  sessions  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  because  this  conceivably  could  require  elections  in  each  annual 
conference  every  two  years .  I  know  nothing  of  elections  in  this  conference .  I 
am  told  that  there  are  no  politics  whatsoever  in  Louisiana  Methodism  and  I  am 
delighted  to  hear  it;  but  am  afraid  that  if  we  had  elections  every  two  years  the 
fact  might  be  tempting  to  any  of  the  folk  who  seem  politically  inclined.  Let's 
keep  our  conference  free  from  too  much  political  activity.  We  can  stand  con¬ 
ference  -wide  elections  every  four  years,  but  could  we  stand  them  every  other 
year?  Are  these  elections  spiritually  refreshing?  Would  frequent  elections  help 
the  conference? 

Personally,  I  feel  General  Conference  should  convene  once  every 
eight  years,  but  that  is  too  much  to  hope  for.  My  feelings  about  this  can  be 
safely  ignored,  as  there  is  no  penalty  whatsoever  for  disagreeing  on  this . 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  expect  the  entire  Methodist  Church  overwhelmingly  to 
do  so,  but  I  have  registered  an  opinion,  for  whatever  little  it  is  worth. 

Come  to  annual  conference  and  let's  make  this  one  the  best  we've 
ever  had  in  Louisiana. 


Cordially, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  \y 
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This  week  we  present  the 
following  in-depth  over¬ 
view  of  Key  73,  which 
appeared  in  a  recent  is¬ 
sue  of  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Christian  Advocate. 
It  was  written  by  that 
publication’s  editor  and 
manager,  Dr.  James  C. 
Stokes. 


^5ome  Jewish  leaders  in  the 
United  States  have  recently  ex¬ 
pressed  apprehension  over  the 
Key  73  mission  to  bring  Christ 
to  all  persons  on  this  continent. 
They  point  to  the  recent  growth 
in  understanding  and  dialogue  be¬ 
tween  Christians  and  Jews  and 
frankly  fear  that  an  aggressive 
confrontation  of  all  peoples  — 
including  those  of  Jewish  faith — 
by  Key  73  will  drive  a  wedge  be¬ 
tween  the  two  religious  groups. 

The  response  to  this  concern 
has  been  mixed  in  Christian  cir¬ 
cles.  Some  leaders  have  sugges¬ 
ted  that  the  Key  73  mission  go 
to  pains  to  exclude  Jews  from 
those  to  whom  the  Gospel  is  to 
be  offered.  Others  have  assured 
their  Jewish  friends  that  this  mis¬ 
sion  is  not  aimed  at  people  of 
Jewish  faith;  that  it  is  not  basi¬ 
cally  an  effort  to  proselytize  peo¬ 
ple  of  other  faiths,  but  is  aimed 
to  revitalize  Christians.  Still 
others  have  courteously  but  can¬ 
didly  pointed  out  that  while  no 
special  effort  will  be  made  to 
proselytize  Jews,  the  Christian 
message  is  to  be  proclaimed  to  all 
people;  that  the  traditional  prac¬ 
tice  of  offering  Christ  to  “who¬ 
soever  will  come”  is  to  be  car¬ 
ried  out. 

We  can  understand  the  con¬ 
cern  of  Jewish  leaders  who  have 
seen  large  numbers  of  youths  lost 
to  the  Jewish  faith  through  an 
increasing  tide  of  intermzurriage 
and  through  the  inroads  of  secu¬ 
larism.  We  certainly  do  not  think 
it  proper  that  the  Jews  should  be 
selected  for  special  attention  by 
the  Key  73  mission.  However, 
neither  do  we  think  it  proper  nor 
possible  to  exclude  any  particular 
group  from  the  invitation  to  ac¬ 
cept  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior. 
There  should  certainly  not  be 
any  duress  exercised  upon  any¬ 
one.  The  freedom  to  choose 
should  not  be  infringed  upon. 
Obnoxious  methods  are  certainly 
to  be  condemned. 

But  the  very  nature  of  the 
Christian  religion  requires  that 
Christ  be  offered  to  the  whole 
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world.  This  is  an  essential  man¬ 
date  and  the  failure  to  follow  it 
would  be  tantamount  to  a  denial 
of  a  key  commandment  upon 
which  the  Christian  religion  was 
founded.  To  ask  that  Christ  be 
offered  to  all  p>ersons  except  Jews 
or  except  Buddhists  or  except 
Asians  or  except  millionaires  is 
asking  for  more  than  Christians 
have  the  right  to  grant. 

We  cannot  be  true  to  Christ 
and  not  affirm  the  conviction  that 
He  holds  the  answer  to  the  needs 
of  all  men  irrespective  of  race  or 
nation  or  station.  However,  we 
also  believe  that  Christ  can  and 
does  use  all  that  is  good  and 
noble  in  the  beliefs  and  practices 
of  men.  When  He  comes  into 
human  lives  all  that  is  worthy 
and  excellent  is  enhanced  and 
liberated  for  fuller  use  by  the 
God  and  Father  of  us  all. 

The  mood  of  our  times  en¬ 
courages  conciliation  among  di¬ 
vergent  groups.  We  gladly  join  a 
host  of  others  in  working  for  bet¬ 
ter  understanding  among  all  the 
peoples  of  the  world.  But  mutual 
understanding  and  appreciation 
does  not  require  that  persons  and 
groups  of  people  surrender  their 
cherished  identities  and  adhere 
to  beliefs  and  practices  which 
represent  a  mythical  least  com¬ 
mon  denominator. 

As  important  as  conciliation 
is,  it  must  remain  second  to  the 
inalienable  heritage  of  every 
person  to  seek  and  find  and 
know  God  within  the  context  of 
his  own  lights  and  experiences.  In 
the  area  of  religion  the  market 
must  remain  free,  the  options 
must  be  kept  open  to  all.  This 
means  that  those  of  the  Jewish 
faith  must  have  reserved  to  them 
the  right  to  win  all  people  to  the 
Mosaic  Law  if  this  can  be  done 
without  infringement  upon  each 
person’s  freedom  of  choice.  The 
same  with  Buddhism  or  Anim¬ 
ism  or  Christian  Science  or 
Roman  Catholicism  or  Metho¬ 
dism  or  Secularism  or  Satanism. 


thousand  years  ago  with  an  in¬ 
significant  handful  of  disciples  of 
Christ,  has  spread  itself  over  the 
entire  world.  It  has  survived  the 
rise  and  fall  of  empires  and  cul¬ 
tures.  It  has,  almost  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  taken  on  the  characteris¬ 
tics  of  a  universal  faith  —  al¬ 
though  its  pockets  of  parochial¬ 
ism  and  prejudice  have  been  ex¬ 
tensive. 

It  has  at  times  and  in  places 
been  distorted  almost  beyond 
recognition.  It  has  sat  comfort¬ 
ably  in  high  places  while  human 
beings  perished  in  the  muck  and 
mire  of  tragedy.  It  has  gone 
complacently  to  sleep  while  men 
fought  and  died.  It  has  turned  a 
deaf  ear  to  human  cries  for  help. 
But  there  is  a  brighter  side  of  the 
picture.  Christianity  can  claim  a 
countless  host  of  adherents  who 
lived  gloriously  for  Christ  and 
died  victoriously  in  the  faith; 
who  established  orders  and  in¬ 
stitutions  of  mercy;  who  cultiva¬ 
ted  learning,  championed  justice 
and  preached  Christ  without  re¬ 
gard  for  their  own  safety  or  self 
interest. 

This  is  a  day  when  all  relig¬ 
ions — including  some  new  ones 
— ^seem  to  be  arousing  themselves 
for  renewed  efforts.  Vast  groups 
of  the  peoples  of  the  world  are 
awakening  to  new  ways,  being 
confronted  with  new  ideas, 
searching  for  new  meanings  to 
life.  Christianity  has  been  at  its 
best  in  times  like  these!  It  has, 
in  the  past,  risen  up  to  meet  great 
and  difficult  challenges. 

The  vision  of  “Calling  Our 
Continent  to  Christ,”  which  is 
the  basic  theme  of  Key  73,  is 
worthy  of  the  best  efforts  we  can 
give  to  it.  These  times  call  for  a 
mighty , thrust  which  will  project 
human  life  to  a  much  higher 
plane  of  existence.  We  must  go 
steeply  up,  spiritually  speaking, 
or  we  face  the  dire  possibility  of 
going  steeply  down. 


We  cannot  pull  ourselves  up  by 
our  bootstraps.  Some  force  be¬ 
yond  our  merely  human  resour¬ 
ces  must  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
our  human  situation.  This  force 
has  got  to  be  God.  Christianity 
must  once  again  become  the  ve¬ 
hicle  for  a  great  upward  thrust 
of  God’s  power  as  mediated 
through  Jesus  Christ.  Men  must 
be  called  to  open  their  lives  to 
Christ,  to  take  Him  and  his  ways 
seriously;  to  pattern  their  indivi¬ 
dual  lives  and  the  society  of 
which  they  are  a  part  after  the 
designs  of  God  as  revealed 
through  Him. 

There  is  no  question  that 
Christ’s  way  will  “work”  when 
people  “work”  it.  We  are  in 
deep  trouble  in  Christendom  be¬ 
cause  we  have  too  frequently  re¬ 
tained  the  symbols  and  form  of 
Christianity  but  have  denied  the 
spirit  and  content  of  it.  While 
having  the  cure  for  the  world’s 
ills,  the  answer  to  its  maladies, 
we  have  offered  the  world  only 
palliatives  and  pain-killers.  We 
have  glorified  the  cross  of  Christ 
but  have  refused  ourselves  to  take 
the  way  of  the  cross.  This  has 
not  only  giffected  the  people 
called  Christians  at  the  very  gut- 
level  of  their  existence,  but  it 
has  had  its  telling  effect  upon 
those  of  other  religions  and  of 
no  religion  at  all.  They  have  been 
given  some  grounds  for  looking 
at  us  and  then  scornfully  declar¬ 
ing,  “If  that  is  Christianity,  then 
deliver  me  from  it!” 

The  over-all  theme  of  Key  73 
is  “Calling  Our  Continent  to 
Christ.”  It  is  to  be  a  call  to  re¬ 
pentance  and  prayer,  a  call  to 
study  the  word  of  God,  a  call  to 
reaffirm  the  resurrection,  a  call 
to  enter  into  new  life,  a  call  to 
proclaim  Christ  to  others,  a  call 
to  commitment.  God  knows  we 
all  need  to  share  in  these  decis¬ 
ions  and  actions.  But  do  we 
know?  And  what  are  we  doing 
about  it? 
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As  we  understand  it.  Key  73 
is  but  a  part  of  the  time-honored 
contest  for  the  minds  and  souls 
of  people.  This  contest  has  gone 
on  long  before  Key  73  came  up¬ 
on  the  scene,  and  it  will  continue 
long  after  this  particular  effort 
has  spent  itself.  The  contest  need 
not  be,  and  ought  not  to  be,  vic¬ 
ious  or  underhanded.  Actually, 
how  vigorously  it  is  carried  for¬ 
ward  will  largely  depend  upon 
the  motivation  of  the  “evange¬ 
lists”  who  participate  —  whether 
they  be  Christians,  Jews  or  what¬ 
ever. 

Christianity,  beginning  two 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield,  addressing  tlie  Chicago  May¬ 
or’s  Prayer  Breakfast,  said  “All  of  us  who  hold 
positions  of  leadership,  whether  in  the  political, 
economic  or  the  religious  spheres  of  life,  must  think 
through  the  meaning  of  the  tragic  affairs  that  have 
afflicted  the  highest  leadership  of  our  nation.”  Hold¬ 
ing  that  there  is  an  “idolatry  of  the  Presidency,”  the 
senator  said  a  Chief  Executive  “suffers  burdens  that 
no  man  should  be  expected  to  bear  —  demands  of 
righteousness,  wisdom  and  virtue  worthy  of  an  of¬ 
fice  of  our  adoration.  The  Baptist  legislator  said  he 
is  convinced  the  only  way  to  guard  against  the 
“vunerability  of  leadership”  and  overcoming  the 
“corrupting  influences”  of  the  world’s  power  is  “to 
give  our  lives  over  to  a  higher  power,  the  power 
of  God’s  love”  as  it  was  “demonstrated  in  the  Per¬ 
son  of  Christ.” 

Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden,  the  new  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  said 
that  he  fears  the  U.  S.  is  in  “imminent  danger” 
of  losing  its  basic  freedoms.  He  called  upon  all 
church  leaders  to  renew  a  commitment  to  a 
nation  under  God  and  to  work  for  a  “moral 
p<ditical  climate  in  which  elected  leaders  of  our 
government  will  take  seriously  the  oath  under 
God  to  which  they  pledge  themselves  when  be¬ 
ing  installed  in  office.” 

The  May  2  issue  of  the  Christian  Century,  ecumeni¬ 
cal  weekly  publication,  maintains  that  “the  only 
rationale  for  government  censorship  of  a  film  or 
book  is  that  its  presentation  involves  a  ‘clear  and 
present  danger’  to  the  state  and  its  people.  Other¬ 
wise,  a  democracy  must  rely  on  the  taste  of  the  mar¬ 
ketplace  to  determine  what  material  is  dissemin¬ 
ated.”  The  Century  agrees  that  “the  most  stringent 
regulations”  are  necessary  to  keep  pornographic 
material  out  of  the  reach  of  children.  But,  it  says, 
“the  adult  is  a  decision-making  citizen.  He  or  she 
must  have  full  access  to  any  and  all  information. 

Ten  of  12  churches  in  the  North  Carolina  Bap¬ 
tist  State  Convention  which  receive  members 
without  baptism  by  immersion  have  replied  to 
an  open  letter  from  a  convention  committee  in¬ 
vestigating  their  practice.  “All  expressed  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  meet  with  the  committee,”  a  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  investigating  group  reported.  The 
committee  will  conduct  a  series  of  area  meet¬ 
ings. 

Atheist  Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  of  Austin,  Tex., 
has  apparently  abandoned  her  attempt  to  prevent 
President  Nixon  from  holding  religious  services  in 
the  White  House.  Dismissal  of  her  suit  by  Federal 
District  Court  Judge  George  Hart,  marks  the  second 
time  in  recent  years  her  efforts  to  have  public  ex¬ 
pressions  of  religious  belief  by  public  officials  or 
under  government  auspices  banned  have  been 
thwarted.  In  March  1971  the  Supreme  Court  denied 
her  request  for  a  hearing  on  a  suit  she  had  initiated 
to  prohibit  Bible  Reading  and  prayers  by  astronauts 
while  on  flights  to  outer  space. 

Rabbi  Robert  J.  Marx,  a  Reform  rabbinic  lead¬ 
er  has  urged  that  studies  in  Judaism  l)c  required 
for  prospective  Jewish  couples,  as  well  as  for 
converts  to  Judaism.  The  rabbi  told  the  New 
York  Federation  of  Reform  Synagogues  at  its 
annual  Assembly  of  Delegates  that  although 
mixed  marriage  has  became  a  major  concern  of 
rabbis,  “the  question  as  I  see  it  is  not  ‘Shall 
Gentiles  be  Jews?’  but  rather,  ‘Shall  Jews  be 
Jews?  ’  ” 


Young  people  taking  part  in  a  meeting  of  the  South¬ 
ern  dioceses  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  New 
Orleans  said  the  religious  educational  process  in  use 
today  is  “one  cause”  of  alienation  because  the  pro¬ 
cess  “does  not  contain  enough  doctrinal  content.” 
In  listing  the  causes  of  young  people’s  disenchant¬ 
ment  and  alienation  with  the  institutional  Church, 
the  youth  representatives  cited  “a  lack  of  true  re¬ 
ligious  experience  in  the  Church,  discrimination 
against  women,  and  a  failure  to  involve  youth  in 
parish  life  and  worship.” 

Dr.  Jacob  E.  Hershman,  an  executive  of  the  U.- 
S.  Dept,  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare  told 
a  gathering  of  evangelical  educators  meeting  in 
Portland,  Ore.,  that  many  Christian  school  offi¬ 
cials  have  lost  their  sense  of  mission.  He  said 
he  found  in  interviewing  some  280  Christian 
school  administrators  during  the  past  decade 
more  interested  in  “gaining  status  on  the  totem 
pole”  than  those  who  “sought  direction  for  the 
fulfillment  of  a  mission.” 

Dr.  Hershman  cautioned  that  “Christian  higher  edu¬ 
cation  can  live  without  impersonal  doctrinal  agree¬ 
ment  or  similarity  of  life,  but  it  can’t  survive  with¬ 
out  actively  and  sincerely  recognizing  Christ  as  the 
source  from  which  everything  of  value  flows.”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Hershman,  the  philosophy  of  education 
for  a  Christian  school  “should  include  the  goal  of 
bringing  each  student,  without  compulsion  of  per¬ 
suasion,  face  to  face  with  the  living  God.  It  must 
lead  students  not  only  to  the  outer  courts  of  life,  but 
into  the  inner  sanctuary,” 

Thailand’s  new  Alien  Occupation  Law  gives 
missionaries  first  priority  for  residence  visas, 
according  to<  the  immigration  chief  of  Bangkok 
Airport.  Addressing  a  group  of  missionaries 
and  Thai  church  leaders,  Lt.  Col.  Anond  Ark- 
hubutra  explained  that  although  the  statute 
restricts  58  occupations  to  Thai  nationals,  this 
does  not  apply  to  teachers  of  religion.  He  urged 
Thai  religious  leaders  to  try  to  win  the  alle¬ 
giance  of  persons  not  committed  to  any  faith, 
particularly  young  people.  “Regardless  of  what 
faith  you  choose,”  he  said,  “I  only  ask  that  you 
follow  your  religion  wholeheartedly.” 

A  group  composed  of  some  50  Southern  Baptist 
ministers  and  laymen  reportedly  concerned  about 
what  they  consider  to  be  a  liberal  drift  in  theology 
and  emphasis  within  their  denomination,  has  formed 
a  new  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  Fellowship  in 
North  Carolina.  According  to  a  statement  released 
by  the  group  they  have  no  intention  of  withdrawing 
from  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  will 
avoid  any  ties  to  groups  or  individuals  advocating 
such  a  withdrawal. 


Chaplain  (Capt.)  Samuel  Sobcl,  who  in  1946 
became  the  first  rabbi  ever  to  be  commissioned 
a  chaplain  in  the  regular  Navy,  has  now  be¬ 
come  the  first  Jewish  chaplain  to  be  appointed 
Chaplain  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps.  He  will  be 
responsible  for  tbe  supervision  of  200  Marine 
chaplains.  While  serving  at  the  U.  S.  Naval 
Station  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  Chaplain  Sobel  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  having  the  base’s  Jewish  chapel 
rebuilt  and  named  the  Commodore  Uriah  P. 
Levy  Chapel  after  the  Navy  captain  who  suc¬ 
cessfully  campaigned  for  the  abolition  of  flog¬ 
ging  in  the  Navy  in  the  mid-Nineteenth  Century. 

With  the  decline  of  United  Church  of  Canada 
“preaching  places”  from  5,741  to  4,442  in  the  last 
decade,  the  United  Church  Observer  has  called  for 
a  moratorium  on  closings  and  church  mergers.  The 
Observer  said  that  the  Church  should  be  ready  to 
listen  and  to  be  less  forceful  with  its  practical  argu¬ 
ments  why  a  little  roadside  church  should  be  closed 
and  its  people  transferred  to  a  town  or  village  con¬ 
gregation.  It  added  that  there  should  be  no  more 
closings  or  amalgamations  except  in  those  congrega¬ 
tions  where  the  people  themselves,  without  coercion 
or  manipulation  by  their  minister,  presbytery  or 
neighbors,  make  the  decisions. 

An  ecumenical  call  to  prayer  for  peace  in  Ire¬ 
land  was  issued  May  4  in  a  communique  from 
Geneva  and  Rome  by  Dr.  Philip  A.  Potter,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
and  John  Cardinal  Willebrands,  president  of 
the  Vatican  Secretariat  for  Promoting  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity.  The  letter  to  the  churches  around 
the  world  inviting  them  to  join  in  the  effort 
said:  “At  Pentecost  1973  Christians  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  will  unite  with  their  fellow-Chris- 
tians  in  Ireland  to  pray  for  peace  in  this  con¬ 
flict-tom  country.  .  .  .” 

A  group  of  Moravians  staged  a  14-mile  walk  to  re¬ 
ceive  Holy  Communion  in  Bethabara,  N.  C.  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  a  similar  event  that  took  place  200 
years  ago.  Led  by  the  Rev.  John  Geisler,  pastor  of 
Friedberg  Moravian  church,  the  59  marchers  left 
the  small  community  of  Friedberg  on  Easter  Mon¬ 
day  morning  and  walked  14  miles  to  Bethabara  in 
4 Vi  hours.  Upon  arriving  they  received  Commun¬ 
ion.  In  1770,  Friedberg  Moravians  took  a  similar 
walk  on  Maundy  Thursday  to  receive  Communion 
because  their  lay  preacher  could  not  administer  the 
sacrament.  Pastor  Geisler,  who  made  25-mile  walks 
when  he  was  a  missionary  to  Nicaragua,  had  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  walk  be  staged  as  part  of  his  church’s 
200th  anniversary. 
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MOSCOW  -  Twenty-eight  new  converts  ore  baptized  at  the  Moscow  Baptist 
church  in  first  of  four  or  five  baptismal  services  planned  for  1973.  More  than 
2,000  persons  crowded  into  the  1,200-seat  church  for  the  service.  Among  the 
candidates  for  baptism  was  Debora  Dewala  Diaomadji  of  the  Republic  of  Chad, 
a  predominantly  Moslem  and  animist  country  in  Central  Africa,  who  is  in  the 
USSR  as  a  student  at  the  Moscow  Medicol  Institute.  (RNS. Photo) 
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Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie  (right),  pastor  of  First  Church,  Monroe,  and 
chairman  of  Key  73  Committee  of  Ouachita  Parish  Ministerial 
Alliance,  with  participants  in  noonday  service  at  recent  Holy 
Week  Market  Place  Ministry,  (from  left)  David  Chisholm,  North¬ 
east  Louisiana  University  (NLU)  student  from  Jonesboro;  Lane 
Stephenson,  NLU  student  from  Slidell;  and  the  Rev.  Jim  Wilson, 
NLU  campus  minister. 


Ministerial  Alliance  sponsors 
Holy  Week  Market  Place 


Heritage  Tour  itinerary  announced 


A  Holy  Week  Market  Place  Minis¬ 
try  in  the  Twin  City  Mall,  Monroe, 
was  sponsored  by  the  Key  73  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Ouachita  Parish  Minis¬ 
terial  Alliance  with  Dr.  W.  D.  Bod¬ 
die  serving  as  committee  chairman. 

In  the  Mall  daily,  Monday  through 
Friday,  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  minis- 

Future  of 
Migrant  Ministry 
under  study 

The  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  chairman, 
presided  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Louisiana  Migrant 
Ministry  in  Hammond  recently.  Pri¬ 
mary  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to 
hear  reports  of  the  various  activities  of 
the  organization  for  the  past  year,  and 
to  consider  plans  for  the  future. 

Of  primary  concern  to  those  involved 
was  the  small  number  of  migrant 
workers  who  came  to  Hammond  for 
the  strawberry  harvest  this  spring. 
Only  150  were  counted  in  the  area. 
Heavy  rains  which  hampered  the  har¬ 
vest  were  partially  responsible. 

Only  51  children  attended  the  spe¬ 
cial  school  set  up  for  children  of  mi¬ 
grant  workers.  Mrs.  Barbara  McKask- 
le  is  coordinator  of  the  school. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Howard  L. 
Milo,  associate  director  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  office  who 
attended  the  meeting,  a  special  com¬ 
mittee  has  been  designated  by  the 
group  to  study  possible  plans  for  the 
future  of  the  Louisiana  Migrant  Miii- 
istry  in  light  of  the  fact  of  fewer  mi¬ 
grants  coming  to  the  area.  This  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  report  back  to  the  Board 
in  October  this  year. 


ters  were  on  duty  in  the  Key  73  booth. 
Distributed  by  the  ministers  were  in¬ 
formation  sheets  on  Key  73  and 
“Touched  by  the  Fire”  —  copies  of 
Luke-Acts. 

From  12:05  to  12:25,  Monday 
through  Friday,  ministers  of  the  Al¬ 
liance  conducted  services  at  the  booth 
in  the  Mall.  Participating  ministers 
were  the  Rev.  James  Wilson;  the  Rev. 
David  Carter,  pastor.  First  Christian 
Church;  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Washington, 
pastor.  Free  Gift  Baptist  Church;  the 
Rev.  Rayfield  Brown,  a  Baptist  pastor 
in  West  Monroe  and  president  of  the 
Alliance;  and  the  Rev.  Larry  Black, 
pastor  of  Highland  Presbyterian 
Church,  West  Monroe. 
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The  complete  itinerary  for  the 
UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE 
TOUR,  Nov.  19-27,  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  sponsors  and  cooperat¬ 
ing  District  Directors. 

Monday,  Nov.  19:  Depart  from 
Shreveport  by  chartered  jet.  Metho¬ 
dists  from  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and 
Arkansas  enjoy  good  fellowship,  and 
dinner  aloft  over  the  Atlantic, 

Tuesday,  Nov.  20:  Arrive  after 
breakfast  at  Manchester,  England. 
Then  by  private  motorcoach  through 
the  North  Midlands  countryside,  to 
Epworth,  the  remote  Lincolnshire  vil¬ 
lage  birthplace  of  John  and  Charles 
Wesley.  After  lunch  at  the  Wesley 
Memorial  Church,  we  visit  the  Old 
Rectory,  Methodism’s  foremost  shrine, 
and  the  parish  church  where  Samuel 
Wesley  served  for  39  years.  Afternoon 
drive  to  Nottingham,  for  dinner  and 
overnight. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  21:  We  visit  Lin¬ 
coln  cathedral  with  its  magnificent 
windows  and  distinctive  facade;  West 
Bromwich,  boyhood  home  of  Bishop 
Francis  Asbury;  the  new  Cathedral  at 


HOMER  BAILES 
TO  LEAD  REVIVAL 
AT  HACKBERRY 

The  Rev.  Hc«ner  Bailes,  pastor  of 
Roanoke  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  be  guest  evangelist  for  a  three- 
night,  revival  at  Hackberry  Church, 
May  17,  18,  19,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Walter  M.  Clarke,  pastor. 

The  evangelist,  widely  known  in 
Gospel  singing  circles,  is  a  member  of 
the  “Singing  Bailes  Brothers”  group. 
Bailes,  along  with  his  brother,  John¬ 
nie,  appears  frequently  at  the  Grand 
Ole  Opry  in  Nashville,  Term.  Their 
latest  recording  on  the  Starday-King 
label  is  “Jesus,  Hold  My  Hand.” 

Bailes  was  licensed  to  preach  five 
years  ago.  Prior  to  that,  he  was  a 
Presbyterian  and,  with  his  brother, 
conducted  numerous  revivals  through¬ 
out  the  South. 

The  public  is  invited  to  the  services, 
which  begin  at  7  p.m.  each  night. 


Coventry;  and  Stratford-on-Avon, 
made  famous  by  William  Shakespeare, 
where  we  visit  the  bard’s  birthplace 
and  Ann  Hathaway’s  cottage.  We  reach 
Oxford,  famed  university  city,  for  din¬ 
ner  and  overnight. 

Thursday,  Nov.  22:  We  visit  Lin¬ 
coln  College  at  Oxford  where  he  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  “Holy  Club’”,  whose 
members  came  to  be  called  “Meth¬ 
odists.”  Then  to  Christ  Church  Col¬ 
lege  where  John  graduated  in  1724.  Go 
to  Gloucester  for  lunch,  and  a  visit 
to  the  small  church  from  which  Robert 
Raikes  launched  the  Sunday  School 
movement,  and  George  Whitfield  lit  the 
fires  of  the  revival  movement.  Then 
to  Bristol  for  dinner  and  overnight. 

Friday,  Nov.  23:  We  share  in  wor¬ 
ship  in  the  “New  Room”,  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  first  chapel,  built  in  1739,  and 
the  least  changed  of  the  early  Metho¬ 
dist  meetinghouses.  See  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley’s  home  and  Lady  Huntington’s 
Chapel  before  going  to  Salisbury  for 
lunch  and  a  visit  to  the  cathedral  with 
its  famous  spire.  After  an  afternoon 
visit  to  Stonehenge  with  its  mysterious 
monoliths,  we  arrive  late  in  London, 
where  we  settle  into  our  comfortable 
hotel  rooms  for  the  remainder  of  our 
stay  in  England. 

Saturday,  Nov.  24:  Today  is  at  lei¬ 
sure  with  opportunities  for  adventures 
in  sightseeing,  shopping,  theatres,  etc., 
which  are  available  in  London,  one  of 
the  world’s  most  interesting  cities. 

Sunday,  Nov.  25;  Today  we  visit  the 
special  sites  of  interest  to  Methodists 
in  London — Wesley’s  Chapel,  Wesley’s 
home,  the  graves  of  Susannah  Wesley, 
John  Bunyan,  Daniel  Defoe,  Alders- 
gate  Street,  St.  Luke’s  (Wesley’s  par¬ 
ish  church).  We  wih  worship  with  the 
congregation  of  Wesley’s  Chapel.  In 
the  evening  we  will  share  in  a  banquet 
for  aU  members  of  our  group. 

Monday,  Nov.  26;  Another  day  of 
leisure  or  for  sightseeing  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  changing  of  the  guard  at 
the  Palace,  Westminster  Abbey,  Tower 
of  London,  etc.,  with  optional  theatre- 
tour  that  evening. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  27;  After  a  leisure 
period  for  last-minute  shopping  and 
goodbyes,  our  private  coaches  will  take 
us  to  the  London  airport  where  our 
plane  awaits  us.  Chasing  the  sun  west¬ 
ward,  we  enjoy  limch  aloft,  and  return 
to  Shreveport  in  the  afternoon. 

Price  of  the  Tour,  $499  from 
S^eveport,  includes  travel,  hotels 
(first  class),  all  meals  except  3  in  Lon¬ 
don.  An  exclusively  Methodist  group 
and  itinerary.  Sponsored  by  lie  his¬ 
torical  Society  and  the  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History.  For  brochure, 
mail  coupon  below. 


UNITED  METHODIST 
HERITAGE  TOUR 

P.  O.  Box  4111,  Monroe,  La. 

71201 

Please  send  me  a  Tour  Brochure. 

Name  _ 

Address  _ 


Billy  Nabors,  president  of  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  Horseshoe 
Drive  Church,  Alexandria,  presents  the  Club’s  1972-73  Award  for 
the  Outstanding  Contribution  to  Religious  Life  in  the  Community 
to  Helen  Dorr,  religious  editor  of  the  Alexandria  Da\\y  Town  Talk. 
The  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is  pastor  of  Horseshoe  Drive  Church. 
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DR.  CARL  LUEG,  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  is  the  evan¬ 
gelist  for  the  revival  services 
being  conducted  in  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
May  13-16.  The  Rev.  Stone  Cara¬ 
way,  pastor  of  Simpson  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  is  directing  the 
music.  The  Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker, 
Jr.,  is  host  pastor. 

“THE  ENCOUNTER”,  a  youth 
singing  group  from  all  churches 
in  Homer,  provided  the  program  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Homer  on  Sunday  evening.  May  6. 
Jeff  Lowe  is  director  cf  the  group, 
and  Nancy  Kirk  is  pianist. 

THE  REV.  WARREN  BLAKEMAN, 
pastor  of  the  Horseshoe  Drive 
United  Methodist  Church  is  chair¬ 
man  for  the  Alexandria  Arthritis 
Victory  March  that  takes  place 
this  May.  Over  1,000  volunteers 
are  involved.  “Not  only  is  this  a 
worthwhile  project,  but  it  affects 
many  families  in  my  church... there 
is  no  cure,  the  causes  are  not 
known. ..but  research  goes  on.” 

THE  FAMILY  FELLOWSHIP  pro¬ 
gram  in  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  May  6,  was  “Louisiana/ 
El  Salvador  Partners  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cas”,  presented  by  Dr.  F.  C. 
McMains,  Mel  Meyers,  Lehman 
Williamson  and  George  Lambert, 
the  team  that  conducted  a  medical 
and  rehabilitation  program  in  El 
Salvador  early  in  March.  Dr.  Dana 
Dawson  was  host  pastor. 

THE  SANCTUARY  CHOIR  of  First 
Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  presented  a  Spring 
Recital  on  Sunday,  April  29.  This 
was  a  successful  fundraising  pro¬ 
ject  to  purchase  new  robes  for 
choir  members.  Mrs.  Mabel  State- 
man  is  organist-director.  Mrs. 
Delores  Stroughter  is  president 
of  the  choir.  The  Rev.  Alfred  L. 
Norris  is  pastor  of  First  Street 
Church. 


THREE  FESTIVALS  SCHEDULED 
AT  TRINITY,  RUSTON 

Wednesday  evenings  in  May  are 
being  devoted  to  fun  by  members 
of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Ruston.  At  a  covered  dish  sup¬ 
per  on  May  9,  all  choirs  performed 
and  awards  for  athletic  teams  were 
presented.  An  art  festival  was 
the  attraction  on  the  evening  of 
May  16,  with  Mrs.  David  Hays 
serving  as  chairman.  The  Junior 
Highs  served  homemade  ice  cream 
and  cake.  On  May  23,  following 
a  church  dinner,  talents  of  the 
membership  will  be  denomstrated. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bud  Elkins  are  head¬ 
ing  this  event  and  John  Ralston 
will  be  master  of  ceremonies.  The 
Rev.  Merlin  Merrill  is  pastor. 

MANSFIELD  CHURCH  honored 
its  eight  graduating  seniors  with 
a  steak  supper  served  in  the  edu¬ 
cational  building,  April  29.  The 
Rev.  Edward  Pickens  is  their 
pastor. 

DR.  G.  ERNEST  THOMAS  was 
guest  speaker  in  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
May  13-16.  Dr.  Thomas  is  noted 
as  an  author  and  leader  of  spiritual 
life  groups.  He  has  long  been  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Evangelism.  Ministers  at  Uni¬ 
versity  Church  are  Dr.  Kenneth  R. 
Reed  and  the  Rev.  Penn  Morgan. 

THE  CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
Choir  will  be  in  Farmerville  on 
Sunday,  May  20,  for  a  concert  at 
the  Farmerville  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  service  will  begin 
at  10:30.  Two  members  of  the 
choir,  Cynthia  Scott  and  Carol 
Scott,  are  members  of  the  Farmer¬ 
ville  Church. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  SENIORS  who  are 
members  of  Mangum  Memorial 
Church  were  recognized  at  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  service, 
April  29,  and  were  guests  for  lunch 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  in  Bossier  City. 
Dr.  Earl  McKenzie  is  their  Sunday 
school  teacher;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harvey  Christian  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Lowery  are  counselors. 
The  Rev.  Roy  Mouser  is  pastor. 


MUNHOLLAND  CHURCH 
HAS  MISSION  EMPHASIS 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Kilbourne, 
missionaries  to  China  and  Korea, 
were  guest  speakers  during  the 
“Mission  Emphasis”  week  in 
Munholland  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Metairie,  May  9- 
13.  They  are  the  parents  of  the 
Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne,  associate 
pastor  of  Munholland  Church. 

Mrs.  Kilbourne  met  with  the 
ladies  during  the  WSCS  luncheon 
meeting  on  May  11.  Dr.  Kilbourne 
spoke  during  two  Sunday  morning 
worship  services,  and  to  the  youth 
at  6:30  p.m.  before  showing  his 
slides  at  the  evening  service. 

The  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson  is 
senior  minister  at  Munholland. 

THE  SESQUICENTENNIAL  of 
Methodism  in  New  Iberia  will  be 
celebrated  on  Sunday,  May  20.  Dr. 
Kenneth  McDowell,  superintendent 
of  the  Lafayette  District,  will 
preach  at  both  morning  services. 
The  Rev.  Lester  Nance,  former 
associate  pastor  who  is  presently 
serving  at  Clinton,  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  evening  worship, 
along  with  the  young  people.  The 
Rev.  Fred  Flurry  is  host  pastor. 

CHILDREN’S  DAY  was  observed 
by  United  Methodists  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church  in  Monroe,  May  6.  The 
Junior  Choir  sang  at  the  morning 
service  and  older  children  led  in 
worship.  Church  school  class 
work  was  on  display,  and  United 
Methodist  Women  served  a  ham¬ 
burger  lunch.  The  Rev.  James 
Stovall  is  pastor. 

BLACKWATER  CHURCH  senior 
members  have  organized  and  named 
themselves  the  “Happy  Hour 
Club.”  Hugh  Millner  was  elected 
chairman;  Mrs.  Alice  Alfond,  vice 
chairman;  Mrs.  Inez  Morgan,  secre¬ 
tary;  Mrs.  Mary  Grace  Lewis, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Hugh  Millner,  Pro¬ 
gram  Committee  chairman;  and 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Soday,  phone  chair¬ 
man.  Meeting  dates  are  second 
Thursdays,  11  a.m. 

A  “PAIRS  AND  SPARES”  class 
has  been  organized  for  college 
age  young  people  and  young  mar¬ 
ried  couples  in  Southside  Church, 
Monroe.  The  class  is  led  by 
Jerry  and  Renee  Fuller. 

LIVE  OAK  CHURCH  held  the  an¬ 
nual  homecoming  on  Sunday,  May 
6.  The  Rev.  Eskel  L.  Tatum, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Jennings, 
was  the  speaker.  The  Rev.  Albert 
A.  Collins  is  the  pastor. 

THE  HAYNESVILLE  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Choir,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Claudia  Sherman,  presented  a 
musical  program  “The  Good  Life” 
on  Sunday,  April  29.  The  Rev. 
Jack  Winegeart  is  their  pastor. 

WILLIAM  S.  CHUTE  is  the  new 
choir  director  employed  by  the 
Lake  Vista  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  is  associate  professor 
and  chairman  of  the  Music  Depart¬ 
ment  at  LSUNO.  The  Rev.  Donice 
W.  Alverson  is  the  minister. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

May  20 — Sunday . John  14:1-3 

1  Thes.  4:13-18 

May  21  . Rev.  4:1-11 

May  22  . Rev.  5:1-14 

May  23  . Rev.  11:15-19 

May  24  . Rev.  14:1-3 

15:2-4 

May  25  . Rev.  21:1-27 

May  26  . Rev.  22:1-21 

May  27 — Sunday  ...  John  14:16-20 


NORMA  ZIMMER,  featured  soloist 
with  Lawrence  Welk  and  Billy 
Graham,  will  present  a  concert  in 
the  sanctuary  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  May 
20,  at  7:30  p.m. 

LAKEVIEW  CHURCH  in  Minden 
will  have  a  revival  weekend.  May 
25-27.  Dr.  Jere  Hatcher,  Ruston 
layman,  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 
Shirley  Kemp  will  be  song  leader. 
The  Rev.  Louis  Coppage  is  pastor. 

GRADUATING  SENIORS  in  First 
Church,  in  Alexandria,  were 
honored  at  a  luncheon  at  Planta¬ 
tion  Manor  on  April  29.  The  event 
was  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Society,  Mrs.  J.  E.  McCampbell, 
president.  Greeting  the  seniors 
were  the  ministers.  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  B. 
Peyton,  III,  and  their  wives.  Larry 
Hardison  is  the  youth  director. 

THE  VESPER  SERVICE  in  Memo¬ 
rial  Church,  Monroe,  was  led  by  a 
deputation  team  from  the  NLU 
Wesley  Foundation.  Afterward, 
high  school  graduates  were  hon¬ 
ored  at  an  ice  cream  social.  The 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie  is  their 
pastor. 

MRS.  ELAYN  HUNT,  director  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  Department 
of  Corrections,  was  guest  speaker 
in  First  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
during  Sunday  evening  worship. 
May  13.  Dr.  George  Pearce,  Jr. 
was  host  pastor. 

THE  HAMMOND  DISTRICT  Youth 
Rally  was  held  Sunday,  May  13  at 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  South¬ 
eastern  University,  Hammond.  The 
program  featured  the  Chapel  Choir 
from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  singing  the 
rock  opera  “Godspell.” 

MEMORIAL  CHURCH  in  Monroe 
held  a  special  “India  Sunday”, 
April  29.  The  Commission  on 
Missions,  Mrs.  Meriam  Walker, 
chairman,  arranged  the  day’s  pro¬ 
grams.  The  Rev.  Patrick  Dyes 
preached  during  morning  worship 
and  presented  a  program  on  India 
after  a  fellowship  supper.  He  was 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Dyes,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Briscoe  Sydney,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  Dass  and  their  three  chil¬ 
dren.  The  Rev.  James  E.  Christie 
was  host  pastor. 


Mrs.  W.  C.  Greer  pins  a  corsage  on  Mrs.  J.  W.  Fleming,  the  oldest  person 
attending  the  Senior  Citizens  Luncheon  at  Claiborne  United  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe.  The  event  was  attended  by  40  people.  A  quartet 
from  Monroe-West  Monroe  Chapter  of  S.P.E.B.Q.S.A.  Inc.  provided  the 
entertainment.  Left  to  right;  Sam  Hartman,  Jack  Zeigler,  Everette 
Zeagler,  and  C.  R.  Clay. 
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The  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services  Center  in  Houma  held 
Open  House  on  Sunday,  April  29.  Mrs.  A.  N.  McIntyre,  at  left,  Board 
president,  and  G.  J.  Bridges,  ACSW,  clinical  social  worker  and  director 
at  MacDonell,  are  shown  with  State  Representative  E.  T.  Brady,  Jr.  and 
Mrs.  Brady. 


Op  en  House  held  at 

MacDonell  United  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Services,  an  agency  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  National  Division,  held  its  an¬ 
nual  Open  House  on  Sunday,  April  29. 
The  large  number  of  people  who  vis¬ 
ited  the  campus  were  taken  on  tours 
of  the  residence  halls  where  the  boys 
and  girls  acted  as  hosts  and  hostesses 
for  the  building  and  individual  rooms. 

MacDonell  Memorials  a 

Elton  United  Methodist  Church 
Greenwood  WSCS 

First  United  Methodist  WSCS  ,  Houma 
Mr.  &Mrs.  Harry  Kean  Day,  Sr., 

Baton  Rouge 

Trinity  United  Methodist  WSCS 
Bur  as 

St.  Matthew's  WSCS,  Metairie 
Elizabeth  Morgan  Circle,  First 
United  Methodist  WSCS,  Lafayette 
Chatham  WSCS,  Chatham 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Rhodes,  Houma 
Grace  Riggin,  Houma 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Mathews,  Laurel,  Miss. 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Laskey,  Ruston 
First  United  Methodist  WSCS, 

Metairie 

Springhill  United  Methodist  Church 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church, 

Ruston 

The  Rev.  J.  A.  Alford,  Minden 
Broadmoor  WSCS,  Baton  Rouge 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Church, 
Bogalusa 

St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church, 

New  Orleans 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Amite 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church, 

Ruston 


MacDonell 

The  units  include  Keener  Hall  for 
girls,  Laskey  Cottage  for  adolescent 
boys,  and  Hooper  Cottage  for  younger 
boys. 

After  making  the  tour  of  the  cam¬ 
pus,  guests  were  served  refreshments  in 
the  reception  room  of  the  Administra¬ 
tion  Building  by  members  of  the  Auxil¬ 
iary  and  Board. 

t 

id  gifts  of  Appreciation 

Mrs .  Benson  Riggin,  Houma 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  George  A.  Perry, 

Galliano 

Mr.  W.  S.  Cox,  Hotrnia 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Bossier  City 

Ra)rville  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ra3rville 

Mary  Frances  Riggin,  Houma 
Mrs  .  Hester  Manning,  Fairdale,  W.  Va 
Mrs .  Pat  Strother,  Coushatta 
A  Member  of  Rayne  Mem .  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans 
Coushatta  WSCS, 

Napoleon  WSCS,  New  Orleans 
First  United  Methodist  WSCS,  Minden 
Zeta  XI  -  Chapter  of  Beta  Sigma  Phi, 
Houma 

Lake  Providence  WSCS 
The  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Lorris  Wimberly,  Jr. 
Bernice 

Bernice  United  Methodist  Women 
Mrs.  George  H.  Thomas,  Lafayette 
Monroe  First  United  Methodist,  Unit  I, 
WSG 

Ra5rville  WSCS 

Employees  of  Lafourche  Telephone  Co . 
Larose 


Comment 

Dear  United  Methodist  Women; 

In  this  pre-Pentecostal  season,  we  are  much 
concerned  with  the  word  “spirit”.  This  word  is 
used  throughout  the  Bible  in  many  contexts,  but 
if  we  combine  a  variety  of  them,  we  find  that 
they  give  us  a  background  for  the  experience  of 
renewal  and  power  that  comes  with  the  presence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

When  Moses  asked  the  people  of  Israel  to 
“take  from  among  you  an  offering  to  the  Lord” 
we  are  told  that  “they  came,  every  one  whose 
heart  stirred  him,  and  every  one  whose  spirit 
moved  him  ...  to  bring  anything  for  the  work  which  the  Lord  had  com¬ 
manded.”  This  was  a  freewill  offering  of  material  things,  the  result  of 
being  moved  by  an  inner  response  to  the  word  of  the  Lord.  Later,  when 
Moses  felt  that  the  burden  of  responsibility  was  heavier  than  he  could 
bear,  the  Lord  told  him  “I  will  come  down  and  talk  with  you,  and  I  will 
take  some  of  the  spirit  which  is  upon  you  and  put  it  on  the  elders;  and 
they  shall  bear  the  burden  of  the  people  with  you,  that  you  may  not  bear 
it  yourself  alone.”  So  “spirit”  implies  not  only  a  selfless  giving  of  mater¬ 
ial  resources,  but  a  sharing  of  one  another’s  burdens. 

In  the  history  of  Job,  we  find  a  beautiful  description  of  the  meaning 
of  Pentecost  —  an  event  still  many  centuries  away.  Elihu  said,  “But  it 
is  the  spirit  in  a  man,  the  breath  of  the  Almighty,  that  makes  him  under¬ 
stand.”  So  to  generosity  and  compassion,  we  add  willingness  to  learn 
from  others,  whatever  their  position  in  life,  as  the  Lord  may  speak  to  us 
through  unexpected  voices. 

Isaiah’s  picture  of  a  people  upon  whom  “the  Spirit  is  poured  .  .  . 
from  on  high”  shows  us  that  “the  wilderness  becomes  a  fruitful  field  .  .  . 
and  justice  will  dwell  in  the  wilderness,  and  righteousness  abide  in  the 
fruitful  field.  And  the  effect  of  righteousness  will  be  peace,  and  the  result 
of  righteousness,  quietness  and  trust  forever.” 

With  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  have  this  heritage — these 
gifts  of  the  spirit  which  come  to  the  people  of  God  when  hearts  are  open 
to  receive  them. 

— Mrs.  George  Chastain,  Chairman,  Program  Area  of  Spiritual  Growth 
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Mrs.  Chastain 


MEMORIALS 
MRS.  COPE 

by  Mrs.  L.  L.  McLean,  Jr.  Houma 
JOHN  B.  NEAL 
by  Patricia  Neal 
BILL  EDMONDS 

by  Mrs.  L.  L.  McLean,  Jr.,  Houma 
MRS .  M .  A .  COX 
by  Miss  Ann  Ibweatt,  Houma 
MRS.  W.  B.  LIPSCOMB 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  B.  Robison,  Jr. 
and  Miss  Billie  Lipscomb,  LeCompte 
ED  GRADY 

by  Mrs.  L.  L.  McLean,  Jr.  Houma 
MRS.  GLADYS  BURR 
by  Gretna  United  Methodist  WSCS, 
Lillian  Christian  Circle,  Grema 
MRS.  P.  O.  GUILLORY 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  L .  Milton  Cancienne, 
Jr.,Haima 


MRS.  M.  A.  COX 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  G .  J .  Bridges 
by  Miss  Ann  Leonard 
by  Miss  Patricia  Neal 
by  Mrs.  Sybil  Griffin 
by  Mrs  .  Mary  Stone 
all  of  Houma 
MR.  D.  J.  FORET,  SR. 

by  Mr.  &Mrs.  G.  J.  Bridges,  Houma 
TOMMY  COLEY 

by  Mrs  .  Ruth  G .  Rush,  Baton  Rouge 
CAROLYN 

by  Mrs  .  Bertha  Walton,  Houma 
MRS.  LUSK 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  R.  Bridges, 
Douglas,  Ga. 

HONORARIUMS 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Mathews 
by  Mrs  .  Wayne  Horn,  Chatham 


Elysian  Fields  WSCS  members  had  many  projects  to  finance  placing  a 
nurses’  station  at  the  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  in  honor  of  Rosie 
Holmes,  nurse  and  missionary.  AT  LEFT:  Mrs.  Edgar  Derbes,  Mrs.  J. 
E.  Manis,  president,  and  Mrs.  Albert  Joyner  work  on  various  handicrafts. 
CENTER  PICTURE;  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hatheway  and  Mrs.  Warren  Conner  sort 


rummage  which  was  sold  at  the  Flea  Market  held  in  the  French  Quarter. 
AT  RIGHT:  Mrs.  A.  C.  Menge,  Mrs.  D.  E.  Watson,  Mrs.  Marvin  Sawyer, 
and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Johnston  sort  bottles  to  be  taken  to  re -cycling  centers, 
while  Rev.  Tom  Bergeron,  Sr.  lends  a  strong  arm  to  carry  sacks  to  the 
cars.  (Related  picture  and  article  on  page  one.) 
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(We  are  indebted  to  Bishop  William  C.  Martin  for 
the  weekly  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  third 
quarter  —  March,  April  and  Way  —  under  the  general 
topic:  ’‘Affirmations  of  Our  Faith.") 

LESSON  FOR  MAY  27:  Christ  Is  Our  Hope 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Acts  1:6-11;  2 
Timothy  2:8-13;  I  Peter  1:3-9;  I  John  3:1-3 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  It  is  a  faithful  saying: 
Fw  if  we  be  dead  with  him,  we  shall  also  live 
with  hinu  If  we  suffer,  we  shall  also  reign  with 
him.  (2  Timothy  2:11-12) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  examine  some  of  the 
reasons  why  Christians  can  be  hopeful  even 
today. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Since  this  is  the  last  lesson  of  the  series  for 
Which  I  nave  had  the  privilege  of  writing  the  com¬ 
ment,  I  am  grateful  that  we  can  look  together  at  a 
vital  element  of  our  Christian  experience — the  hope 
that  comes  through  fellowship  with  Christ.  The  title 
of  the  series  is,  “Affirmations  of  Our  Faith”  and  it 
is  fitting  that  the  last  of  them  should  be  devoted  to 
the  essential  place  of  a  deathless  hope.  Saint  Paul 
says  there  are  three  things  that  last  forever — Faith, 
Hope  and  Love,  Even  though  Love  is  the  greatest, 
both  Faith  and  Hope  are  indispensable  if  Love  is  to 
be  a  reality.  These  three  quaUties  of  life  are  mut¬ 
ually  interdependent.  We  are  to  consider  Hope  — 
its  meaning  and  its  sotirce. 

*  *  * 

ANY  WORD  OF  ENCOURAGEMENT? 
When  Paul  and  Barnabas,  on  their  first  mis¬ 
sionary  journey,  came  to  Antioch  in  Pisidia,  they 
went,  as  their  custom  was,  into  the  synagogue  to 
worship.  When  the  leader  of  the  service  heard  that 
they  were  present  he  sent  this  message  to  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  modem  translation,  “Brothers,  if  you 
have  any  word  of  encouragement  for  the  people, 
say  it  now.”  This  is  still  the  eager  expectation  of 
most  people  who  attend  services  of  worship  and  of 
many  who  do  not  attend.  The  oldest  of  us  cannot 
recall  a  time  when  there  was  so  urgent  a  need  for 
any  word  of  hope  and  confidence  that  will  call  peo¬ 
ple  back  to  a  mood  of  responsible  encouragement. 
Our  nation’s  participation  in  two  world  wars  and  in 
two  undeclared  wars  in  less  than  sixty  years  has 
left  most  adults  and  many  young  people  with  a  deep 
sense  of  serious  questioning  as  to  whether  we  shall 
ever  again  experience  an  extended  period  of  stabil¬ 
ity  and  peace.  In  writing  a  comment  like  this,  one 
cannot  be  sure  that  a  world-shaking  event  will  not 
occur  even  before  it  is  read.  If  we  have  any  sure 
word  of  hope  and  encouragement  we  should,  by 
all  means,  say  it  now. 

While  I  served  in  California  I  heard  much  about 
William  Taylor,  an  early  missionary  to  the  West 
who  later  became  a  Methodist  Bishop.  He  went  out 
to  San  Francisco  in  the  Gold  Rush  Days  to  preach 
the  Gospel.  There  was  no  place  for  him  to  meet 
his  people;  there  was  no  church,  no  building  avail¬ 
able.  On  Sunday  mornings  he  did  a  very  strange 
thing.  He  would  go  down  to  the  streets  of  that  pag¬ 
an  city  and  raise  a  great  shout — “What’s  the  news?” 
As  the  passers-by  gathered  out  of  curiosity  to  hear 
what  this  strange  fellow  had  to  say,  he  would  be¬ 
gin  his  message  to  them,  “Brothers,  thank  God  I 
have  good  news  for  you  this  morning.”  This  is  the 
time  for  the  Church  to  stand  before  the  world  and 
say  that. 

We  may  be  sure  of  two  things.  The  first  is 
that  such  a  word  must  not  be  an  expression  of 
shallow  optimism  but,  if  it  is  to  be  seriously  heard, 
it  must  be  based  upon  solid  truth.  The  primary 
question  is  not,  “Will  it  bring  comfort,  important 
as  that  is,  but  “Is  it  true?”  The  second  fact  is  that 
if  such  a  word  is  spoken  it  will  be  spoken  by  a 
Christian  people  and  by  the  Church.  Saint  Paul 
reminded  the  Christians  in  Ephesus  that  before 
they  became  Christians  they  were,  “strangers  to  the 
covenants  of  promise,  having  no  hope  and  without 
God  in  the  world.”  This  is  where  the  pagan  world 


stands  today.  It  has  no  word  of  hope  to  speak. 

N:  *  * 

THE  DIFFERENCE  CHRISTIANITY  MAKES 

There  is  obviously  not  space  here  for  a  complete 
survey  of  all  the  current  realities  in  today’s  world 
that  should  awaken  and  sustain  a  sense  of  hope.  I 
shall  mention  two  or  three,  both  for  their  own  worth 
and  with  the  hope  they  may  inspire  readers  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  search  for  others  on  their  own.  One  of 
the  most  encouraging  of  these  is  the  fact  that  there 
is  a  widening  recognition  that  the  Christian  faith 
offers  the  most  valid  interpretation  of  reality  in  the 
world  today  for  giving  meaning  and  purpose  to  life. 
This  does  not  mean  that  there  are  not  other  philoso¬ 
phies,  secular  and  religious,  which  are  bidding  for 
the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  mankind  —  some  of 
them  with  the  vast  followings  such  as  Communism 
and  the  non-Christian  religions. 

Jesus  said,  “By  their  fruits  you  shall  know  them.” 
We  cannot  claim,  for  a  moment,  that  there  has  ever 
been  any  part  of  the  world  in  which  the  spirit  of 
Christ  has  been  allowed  to  exercise  complete  con¬ 
trol.  But  even  in  these  areas  in  which  He  has  been 
given  limited  dominion,  the  comparison  with  the 
parts  from  which  He  has  been  excluded  is  convinc¬ 
ing.  The  differences  in  terms  of  individual  freedom 
in  thought  and  action,  of  reverence  for  life,  of  con¬ 
cern  for  the  welfare  of  one’s  neighbor  and,  above 
all,  of  a  confident  hope  of  Life  Everlasting  —  these 
basic  differences  make  an  eloquent  appeal  to  all 
Christians  to  give  renewed  commitment  to  their  ob¬ 
ligation  to  take  this  gospel  into  all  the  world. 

*  *  * 

NEW  FRONTIERS  TOWARD  UNITY 

Another  source  of  encouragement  is  the  fact  that 
the  spirit  of  understanding  and  cooperation  between 
the  denominations,  including  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  is  progressing  at  an  unprecedented  rate. 
This  does  not  mean  that  all  of  the  denominations 
are  united  in  the  conciliar  movement  but  a  large 
majority  of  them  are.  The  Evangelistic  Movement 
Key  ’73  is  an  example  of  this  kind  of  cooperation. 
We  are  not  to  suppose  that  we  are  nearing  the  day 
when  there  will  be  one,  big,  all-inclusive  church. 
Far  from  it.  In  fact  less  attention  is  given  to  that 
idea  than  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union  it 
was  agreed  that  a  new  course  be  set  for  its  efforts 
to  bring  unity  to  eight  Protestant  denominations. 
Without  abandoning  the  idea  of  union  at  some  future 
time,  it  was  decided  that  special  attention  should  be 
given  to  fuller  cooperation  in  the  area  of  faith,  wor¬ 
ship,  and  ministry.  The  delegates  talked  in  terms  of 
“Grassroots  Ecumenism”  which  is,  after  all,  where 
the  action  is  and  where  real  progress  will  be  made. 
It  is  not  what  happens  in  Geneva  or  New  York 
that  finally  matters  but  what  is  done  where  two  or 
more  churches  serve  the  people'  in  one  community. 
There  is  real  cause  for  hope  in  this  increasing  em¬ 
phasis. 

♦  *  ♦ 

“THE  CHURCH  IS  OF  GOD” 

There  is  space  for  only  the  barest  mention  of  one 
other  fact  of  history  that  should  be  given  much  fuller 
consideration  by  Christians  of  this  generation.  One 
reads  today  in  the  public  press  so  much  criticism  of 
the  Church  and  such  dire  predictions  of  its  early 
demise  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  some  people  have 
fallen  into  a  state  of  despair  about  its  survival.  It  is 
at  this  point  that  nothing  from  the  human  leven  can 
help  so  much  as  an  acquaintance  with  the  threaten¬ 
ing  experiences  through  which  the  Church  has  passed 
during  nearly  twenty  centuries  of  its  history.  There 
is  no  question  but  that  the  Church  —  all  sections 
of  it  —  is  passing  through  a  period  of  re-examina- 
tion  of  its  basis  and  mission  and  of  restructuring  its 
methods  and  operations.  But  the  point  is  that  this 
is  a  process  through  which  the  Church  has  been 
compelled  to  go  again  and  again.  We  need  to  re¬ 
member  that  Reformation  is  not  a  single  event  in 


history  but  a  continuing  process.  It  is  the  price  of 
life  and  growth.  I  know  of  no  better  summary  of 
the  basis  of  our  faith  at  this  point  than  the  words 
of  a  hymn  which  we  need  to  sing  with  our  hearts 
as  well  as  our  voices: 

“Crowns  and  thrones  may  perish,  kingdoms 
rise  and  wane, 

But  the  Church  of  Jesus  constant  will  re¬ 
main; 

Gates  of  hell  can  never  ’gainst  that  Church 
prevail; 

We  have  Christ’s  own  promise,  and  that 
cannot  fail.” 

It  is  an  amazing  and  heartening  fact  that  again 
and  again  in  its  long  history,  just  as  its  critics  and 
detractors  were  sure  that  the  Church  had  reached 
the  end  of  its  journey,  there  was  a  rebirth  of  vitality 
and  power  that  set  it  out  on  a  new  course  of  spirit¬ 
ual  conquest.  What  God,  through  Christ,  has  done 
before,  we  dare  to  believe  He  will  do  again. 

*  *  * 

THE  ULTIMATE  ASSURANCE 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  speculation  in  these  days 
about  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ.  Nothing  is  new 
about  this  —  it  began  in  New  Testament  times  and 
has  continued  through  every  generation  since.  In  a 
number  of  instances,  an  exact  date  has  been  set  and 
the  followers  of  the  sect  related  to  the  prediction 
have  left  their  work  and  have  gone  to  a  designated 
place  to  meet  the  Lord  descending  in  physical  form. 
Their  disillusionment  should  never  be  allowed  to 
reduce  our  confidence  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of 
God’s  design  even  though  the  form  of  its  coming 
goes  beyond  our  understanding.  Saint  Paul’s  in¬ 
spired  prediction  remains  unchanged  that  “At  the 
name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow  .  .  ,  and  every 
tongue  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  to  the  glory 
of  God,  the  Father.” 

On  the  basis  of  this  conviction  we  join  with  the 
Christians  of  all  centuries  and  of  all  continents  in 
the  assured  affirmation  “Christ  is  Risen.”  This  is 
our  grand  affirmation.  This  central  truth  is  the 
source  of  our  hope.  Out  of  it  comes  the  Good  News 
we  are  commissioned  to  proclaim  to  all  the  world. 
The  God  of  peace  who  brought  again  from  the  dead 
our  Lord  Jesus  is  able  to  give  new  Pentecosts  of 
power  to  the  people  whom  Christ  came  to  redeem. 
“Christ  is  alive.”  The  glad,  triumphant,  songs  of 
Easter  are  still  echoing  in  our  minds  and  hearts. 
We  must  remember  the  weekly  day  of  worship  was 
changed  for  the  followers  of  Christ  from  the  Jewish 
Sabbath  to  the  Christian  Sunday  in  deference  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  on  “the  first  day  of  the  week” 
that  the  disciples  came  to  find  the  body  of  Jesus,  and, 
instead,  they  found  an  empty  tomb.  Therefore  every 
Sunday,  for  us,  should  be  Resurrection  Sunday  and 
every  day  a  reminder  that  He  is  risen.  The  time  and 
manner  of  the  consummation  of  his  Kingdom  we 
cannot  know.  If  it  be  that  his  church  must  again 
advance  through  a  period  of  special  trial  and  test¬ 
ing,  comparable  to  some  that  have  gone  before,  God 
will  give  to  the  faithful,  strength  and  courage  to 
endure. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  His  people  have  been 
called  to  bear  witness  in  a  time  of  swift  change  and 
unprecedented  turmoil.  Our  love  of  ease  and  soft¬ 
ness  must  not  beguile '  us  into  pleading  exemption 
from  the  suffering  and  sacrifices  of  those  who  have 
preceded  us  in  this  warfare.  When  the  armies  of 
the  Lord  are  embattled,  what  Christian  would  pray  to 
be  safe!  In  this  day  when  new  ideas,  new  discover¬ 
ies,  new  revelations,  sweep  across  the  world  with 
lightning  speed,  who  can  say  what  new  outbursts  of 
grace  and  power  God  is  preparing  to  release.  We  do 
know  that  our  share  in  the  evangelization  of  the 
world  must  be  accomplished  in  this  generation.  Ours 
is  the  message;  His  is  the  victory.  Ours  is  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  tell  the  Story,  through  word  and  life; 
His  is  the  promise  that  so  long  as  heaven  and  earth 
remain,  this  Word  of  His  shall  not  pass  away.  And 
this  must  ever  be  the  heart  of  our  faith  and  of  our 
proclamation  to  the  world:  Christ  is  risen.  He  is 
risen  indeed! 

I  know  of  no  more  hopeful  word  to  leave  with 
you  than  the  brief  prayer  which  the  Apostle  Paul 
included  in  his  letter  to  the  Christians  in  Rome.  (15: 
13) 

“May  the  God  of  hope  fill  you  with  all  joy  and 
peace  in  believing  so  that  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  you  may  abound  in  hope.” 
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Leading  the  closing  worship  experience  at  the  United  Methodist  Nation¬ 
al  Conference  of  the  Laity  July  13-15  in  W.  Lafayette,  Ind.,  will  be 
Lt.  Col.  Gilbert  N.  Amelio,  above,  of  March  AFB,  Calif.  Col.  Amelio 
will  do  a  sculpture  of  the  face  of  Christ  while  he  interprets  his  work  in 
word  and  music.  Some  5,000  men,  women  and  youth  are  expected  to 
attend  the  conference  which  has  as  its  theme  “Commitment  in  Com¬ 
munity.” 


Featured  speakers  at  the  United  Methodist  National  Conference  of  the 
Laity  July  13-15  in  W.  Lafayette,  Ind.,  will  include  the  Rev.  Earnest 
A.  Smith  (left),  a  staff  executive  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  and  Louis  R.  Mobley  (right),  a  consultant  on  leadership 
styles  and  a  former  staff  member  of  IBM.  (UMI  Photos) 
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Church  leaders  support  funding 


for  family  plann 

WASHINGTON  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
Support  for  federal  funding  for  family 
planning  services  and  population  re¬ 
search  was  voiced  to  a  Senate  commit¬ 
tee  here  May  8  by  Bishop  James  Ault 
of  Philadelphia. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety,  the  bishop  said  the  bill  (S.  1708) 
addresses  the  problems  both  of  un¬ 
wanted  fertility  and  of  infertility, 
through  its  provision  for  safe  family 
planning  services  to  those  unablei 
otherwise  to  afford  them  and  for  in¬ 
creased  research  in  the  area  of  human 
reproduction. 

Basing  his  testimony  on  actions 
taken  by  the  1970  and  1972  General 
Conferences,  Ault  asserted  that  the 
church’s  “primary  concern  is  for  the 
quality  of  life  and  the  assurance  of 
dignity  to  each  individual  and  family.” 
The  church,  he  asserted  “is  attempting 


ing  services 

to  deal  seriously  with  the  problems  of 
population  growth  and  distribution  in 
order  to  ensure  individual  freedom  and 
dignity  for  all  people.” 

The  fear,  he  added,  is  not  just  of  a 
crowded  planet,  but  because  “uncon¬ 
trolled  growth  rates  may  lead  to  a 
world  in  which  resource  depletion, 
food  shortages,  overwhelming  demands 
on  a  government  designed  to  function 
best  in  a  smaller  setting,  increasing 
restrictions  on  individual  choices,  and 
competition  for  limited  resources  may 
make  life  with  dignity  almost  impos¬ 
sible  fnr  millions  of  individuals.” 

Coi.imenting  on  a  frequent  charge 
that  programs  for  low-income  families 
tend  to  be  coercive.  Bishop  Ault 
pointed  to  clauses  in  the  legislation  en¬ 
suring  personal  privacy  and  voluntary 
participation.  He  urged  that  “family 
planning  programs  should  never  be  an 
excuse  for  avoiding  other  measures  to 


alleviate  poverty.” 

Relating  the  proposal  to  the  abor¬ 
tion  issue,  the  bishop  said,  “The  best 
way  to  ensure  a  decline  in  the  number 
of  abortions  performed  —  legal  or  il¬ 
legal  —  is  to  make  available  to  all 
persons  desiring  them  the  information 
and  services  necessary  for  medically 
safe,  effective  means  of  contraception, 
and  education  in  what  responsible 
parenthood  means.”  He  added  that  the 
church’s  support  for  “the  availability 
of  medically  safe,  legal  abortions” 
does  not  see  this  as  a  means  of  family 
planning  but  rather  “as  an  extreme 
measure.” 

With  special  reference  to  the  need 


for  research,  Ault  noted  that,  while 
this  nation’s  birth  rate  has  fallen  sharp¬ 
ly  in  the  past  year,  “we  do  not  really 
know  why,  and  therefore  we  do  not 
know  whether  it  might  go  up  again.” 

He  related  the  proposal  also  to  the 
Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  the  Self- 
Development  of  Peoples,  which  views 
the  threat  of  increasing  population 
growth  as  among  “the  enemies  of 
peace.” 

Also  testifying  on  the  bill  was  Dr. 
James  Lan^ey,  representing  the 
American  Baptist  Churches  and  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  while  other 
church  leaders  were  expected  to  ap¬ 
pear  later.  a 


Persons  with  Christian 
faith  in  their  hearts  bring 
vitality  to  the  church.  As 
members  of  God’s  family 
they  are  concerned.  From 
these  come  revitalization  and 
renewal. 

Seeking,  growing,  praying  are 
spiritual  guides  for  the  Christian 
family.  Listening  for  guidance, 
talking  of  good,  giving  to  share, 
are  attributes  that  come  through 
power  from  the  Master. 

The  Upper  Room  helps  to 
guide  families  and  persons  in  the 
Christian  way  of  life.  Its  daily 
readings  are  helpful  to  those  who 
love  the  church  and  seek  to  bring 
power  to  it  for  the  serving  of  a 
needy  world. 

Start  your  day  and  that  of  your 
family  with  a  meditation  from 
The  Upper  Room.  Its  selected 
Bible  reading,  prayer,  and 
Thought  for  the  Day  will  make 
your  day  brighter  and  easier. 


FREE  COPY:  Sixty  days  of  inspiring  devotional 
reading  are  yours  free  for  the  asking.  Send  for  a 
complimentary  copy  of  The  Upper  Room  today. 
CHURCHES:  obtain  The  Upper  Room  for  your 
member  families  and  others  Twenty  cents  per 
copy  in  lots  of  10  or  more  sent  to  one  address. 

Ask  about  the  self  supporting  Upper  Room 
Family  Worship  Plan 


The  World’s  Most  Widely  Used  Daily  Devotional  Guide 
Interdenominational 

1908  Grand  Avenue  Dept.  FC-20  Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 
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CFA  approves  nation-wide  package  insurance  program,  support  for  Scarritt 


ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (UMI) — ^Formu¬ 
lation  of  a  nation-wide  insurance  pro¬ 
gram  that  sponsors  say  could  save 
local  churches  up  to  50  per  cent  in 
annual  premium  costs  was  approved 
here  April  30  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  chief  fiscal  agency. 

Both  general  insurance  protection 
and  workmen’s  compensation  would 
be  available  under  the  plan  accepted 
by  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  (CFA).  All  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  approximately  40,000 
local  churches  would  be  eligible  to 
enroll  in  the  program,  as  would  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  church-related  in¬ 
stitutions  and  general  boards  and 
agencies. 

In  other  actions  during  its  session 
here  April  30-May  1,  CFA  approved 
the  1973-76  formula  of  support  for 
Scarritt  College  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
was  told  that  recommended  guide¬ 
lines  for  investments  would  be  avail¬ 
able  in  the  autumn,  heard  a  progress 
report  on  a  proposed  standardization 
of  titles  and  compensation  for  gener¬ 
al  agency  staff  members  and  con¬ 
curred  in  changes  in  budget  alloca¬ 
tions  to  several  boards  recommended 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Development  of  the  insurance  pro¬ 
gram  for  local  churches  and  other  re¬ 
lated  units  was  authorized  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  and  was  carried 
out  by  a  committee  headed  by  Paul 
Adrian,  Smolan,  Kans.  Broker  for  the 
program  is  Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co.  of 
New  York  and  the  insurance  would  be 
carried  by  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance 
Co. 

Presenting  the  plan,  Mr.  Adrian 
stressed  that  participation  would  be 
strictly  voluntary  on  the  part  of  In¬ 
dividual  churches  and  that  all  insur¬ 
ance  would  be  placed  through  an 
agent  of  the  church’s  own  choosing. 
All  types  of  protection  would  be  in¬ 


cluded,  some  as  a  mandatory  part  of 
the  policy  and  others  at  the  church’s 
option. 

Such  a  program  is  already  in  oper¬ 
ation  in  the  New  York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  some  divisions  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  in  addition  to  units  of  other  de¬ 
nominations, 

R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  CFA,  said  that  the  savings  for 
local  churches  would  be  possible  be¬ 
cause  its  nation-wide,  package  nature 
makes  possible  substantial  discounts 
in  basic  premiums,  and  through  a  15 
per  cent  annual  dividend  which  has 
been  declared  by  Atlantic  Mutual  for 
a  number  of  years. 

The  package  plan  would  be  avail¬ 
able  to  churches  in  some  42  of  the  50 
states.  In  states  where  laws  do  not 
permit  a  package  plan,  other  types  of 
coverage  would  be  provided,  also  at 
what  is  described  as  substantial  sav¬ 
ings. 

Workmen’s  compensation  coverage 
would  be  provided  in  a  separate  pol¬ 
icy  in  accordance  with  various  states’ 
regulations. 

Dr.  Brawner  said  that  the  plan  is 
believed  to  be  the  first  of  its  kind  on 
a  nation-wide  basis  for  any  religious 
group. 

In  a  separate  action,  the  CFA  ap¬ 
proved  in  principle  the  creation  of  a 
trust  fund  to  which  churches  desiring 
to  do  so  would  be  invited  to  contribute 
the  15  per  cent  annual  dividend.  Mon¬ 
eys  in  this  fund  would  be  used  to  help 
defray  costs  of  the  program  to  CFA 
and  to  help  local  churches  that  have 
low  income  make  improvements  to  re¬ 
duce  chances  of  fire  and  other  losses. 

The  program  was  adopted  by  the  42- 
member  CFA  without  a  dissenting 
vote. 

Also  adopted  unanimously  was  the 


formula  of  support  for  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege  recommended  by  a  committee 
headed  by  the  Rev.  R.  Franklin 
Thompson,  Tacoma,  Wash.,  president 
of  the  University  of  Puget  Sound. 

Under  the  formula,  ScarrifF  will  re¬ 
ceive  up  to  $300,000  on  ratio  from' 
the  1973  World  Service  budget;  $200,- 
000  on  ratio  in  1974  and  up  to  $100,- 
000  in  matching  funds  to  those  raised 
by  Scarritt  above  a  $100,000  base; 
$100,000  on  ratio  in  1975  and  up  to 
$200,000  in  matching  funds;  and  up 
to  $300,000  matching  funds  in  1976 
with  no  Ijasic  World  Service  allocation. 

The  formula  is  in  accord  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  action  that  said  “Scar¬ 
ritt  must  look  forward  to  the  day  when 
it  need  not  rely  on  the  general  church 
for  support,” 

The  investment  policy  guidelines 
will  be  developed  by  a  committee 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Ray  W.  Ragsdale, 
Torrance,  Calif.,  and  submitted  to  the 
CFA  executive  committee  in  early  Oc¬ 
tober,  or  to  the  council’s  late-Novem- 
ber  session  if  the  executive  unit  does 
not  meet.  Dr.  Brawner  said  that  a 
wide  range  of  preliminary  material  has 
been  compiled  from  a  variety  of 
sources,  including  the  recent  policy 
adopted  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  and  a  general  agency  staff 
committee  headed  by  the  Rev.  Qaire 
C.  Hoyt,  Evanston,  Ill,,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Pensions. 

Reporting  on  the  progress  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  seeking  to  standardize  salaries 
and  compensations  of  general  agency 
staff  members,  Chester  M.  Alter Den¬ 
ver,  Colo.,  said  that  an  estimated  350 
to  400  positions  would  be  covered  rep¬ 
resenting  a  total  annual  payroll  of 
some  $7,000,000.  This  study  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Turning  to  changes  in  general  agen¬ 


cy  budgets,  CFA  concurred  with  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  on  such 
items  as  reallocation  of  $50,000  to 
the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division  of 
Lay  Life  and  Work  from  the  Division 
of  Higher  Education  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry;  the  budgeting  of  $50,000  for  the 
new  Division  of  Emerging  Concerns 
in  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society; 
a  total  of  $71,461  for  the  Office  of 
Personnel  in  the  Board  of  Higher  Ed¬ 
ucation  and  Ministry;  and  $49,500 
for  that  board’s  Division  of  Lay  Min¬ 
istries. 

All  the  changes  are  within  the  total 
World  Service  budget  of  $23,500,000 
annually  during  the  1973-76  quadren- 
nium,  according  to  Dr.  Brawner  and 
the  Rev.  Merrill  W.  Drennan,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  chairman  of  the  CFA’s 
General  Agency  Relationships  Com¬ 
mittee. 

There  was  no  action  relative  to  any 
church-wide  special  appeal  for  relief 
funds  in  the  current  Mississippi  River 
flood.  Dr.  Brawner  said  the  need  for 
any  such  aid  is  still  being  studied  by 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  and  a  request  may 
come  later. 

A  spot  check  on  April  27  by  the 
denomination’s  communications  agen¬ 
cy  found  that  while  many  church  mem¬ 
bers  were  affected  by  the  flood,  dam¬ 
age  to  church  property  was  confined 
to  a  few  relatively  minor  instances. 

The  council  members  were  told  that 
a  church-wide  appeal  in  the  wake  of 
the  1972  floods  that  caused  heavy 
damage  to  church  property  had 
brought  in  some  $1,330,000,  This  was 
reported  to  be  about  10  per  cent  above 
known  relief  requirements  and  this 
balance  is  being  set  aside  in  a  disaster 
reserve  fund  by  UMCOR. 

t 


National  church-related  education  commission  proposed  to  deal  with  problem  areas 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
In  the  face  of  tax  problems  and  protv- 
able  changes  in  federal  aid  for  private 
colleges,  heads  of  United  Methodist- 
related  schools  heard  a  proposal  here 
for  a  national  agency  to  create  new 
models  for  operation  and  relationships. 

To  the  National  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Rep.  Wilbur  Mills 
(Ark.),  outlined  some  of  the  problems 
of  tax  deductions  for  charitable  con¬ 
tributions  and  of  pressures  for  tax  re¬ 
forms.  Caspar  W.  Weinberger,  secre¬ 
tary  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare, 
said  the  Nixon  administration  wants  to 
move  from  institutional  support  to  stu¬ 
dent  aid  as  its  major  thrust. 

Dr.  Fred  E.  Harris,  Nashville,  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary  of  the 
church’s  Division  of  Higher  Education, 
proposed  a  national  commission  on 
higher  education  for  the  church,  to  or¬ 
ganize  around  specific  problems  and 
to  “find  new  paths,  to  design  tomor¬ 
row  for  this  special  form  of  the  hum¬ 
an  spirit — the  church-related  college.” 

Some  200  presidents,  deans  and 


trustees  attended  the  special  meeting  of 
the  association  on  May  4. 

Rep.  Mills,  chairman  of  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee,  and  a 
graduate  of  Hendrix  College  in  Arkan¬ 
sas,  agreed  that  “private  institutions  of 
higher  learning  have  done  much  to  set 
the  standard  in  education  for  all  of 
our  state  institutions.” 

He  said  he  believes  Congressional 
consideration  of  tax  reform  will  “keep 
in  mind  the  importance”  of  an  ade¬ 
quate  tax  deduction  for  contributions 
to  private  schools.  Noting  criticisms  of 
present  treatment  for  gifts  of  appre¬ 
ciated  property  as  being  too  generous. 
Mills  said  this  needs  further  examina¬ 
tion,  but,  “I  would  doubt  that,  given 
the  present  acute  financial  difficulties 
Of  our  private  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties,  Congress  would  want  to  com¬ 
pletely  eliminate  this  advantage  at  this 
time,” 

He  pointed  out  that  the  well-being 
of  such  institutions  “depends  on  the 
well  being  of  the  general  community,” 
so  “we  must  see  to  it  that  there  is  a 
sound  and  dynamic  economy,”  which 


calls  for  a  fair  tax  system.  Mills  said, 
“it  is  easy  to  forget  how  much  we  have 
already  done”  in  tax  reform,  referring 
to  1969  actions,  though  “there  is  still 
room  for  improvement  in  our  tax 
laws.” 

Weinberger  said  the  administration 
goal  is  to  insure  that  “no  student  shall 
be  deprived  of  an  education  at  the 
college  of  his  choice  because  of  the 
irrelevant  factor  of  economic  in¬ 
ability.”  The  plan,  subject  to  approval 
by  Congress,  would  make  up  to  $1,400 
per  year  available  to  students,  or  about 
half  their  college  costs. 

In  his  proposal  for  the  church  com¬ 
mission,  which  will  be  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  this  fall.  Dr.  Harris  urged 
that  it  could  “create  new  models”  aca¬ 
demically  as  well  as  in  administration 
and  governance,  for  “institutional  ex¬ 
pression  of  church-related  values  and 
concerns,”  and  to  illustrate  the  possi¬ 
ble  relationships  among  churches  and 
colleges  and  between  colleges  and  the 
st^tc 

These  goals,  he  held,  are  directly 


related  to  the  problem  areas  identified 
among  the  colleges.  Part  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  as  noted  by  Harris  is  that  “we 
are  approaching  the  expiration  of  the 
period  when  innovation  was  our  ap¬ 
parent  reason  for  being.” 

He  expressed  concern  that  “the  im¬ 
age  of  the  great  state  or  quasi-federal 
university  has  overwhelmed  us  as  it 
has  become  the  mold  along  which 
government  policy  is  formed.”  As  a 
result,  “private  colleges  do  not  have 
adequate  representation  on  the  policy- 
recommending  councils.” 

On  behalf  of  the  fund-raising  “New 
Generations  for  New  Days”  program 
of  the  association  and  division.  Dr.  D. 
L.  Mobberly  of  the  Nashville  staff 
called  the  more  than  1 00  schools  “glor¬ 
ious  testimony  to  Methodism’s  con¬ 
suming  interest  in  the  public  good.” 
He  held  that  their  sights  are  still  fixed 
on  the  “public  good,  ...  to  redefine 
the  American  dream,  to  struggle  with 
the  environmental  quagmire,  the  ener¬ 
gy  crisis,  urban  sprawl  and  the  other 
deeply  pertinent  questions  which  only 
transformed  spirits  and  changes  in  at¬ 
titudes  can  resolve.” 
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AT  RIGHT: 

Recent  Lay  Witness  Mission  at  Roanoke 
Church  was  coordinated  by  John  B.  Tubbs 
(back  row,  left)  from  Pineville.  The  Rev. 
Homer  Bailes  (front  row,  center)  is  pastor 
of  Roanoke  Church.  Other  participants  in¬ 
cluded  (front  row,  from  left)  Cyrus  W.  Tietje, 
chairman-Council  of  Ministries;  (Bailes); 
Orval  McMillan,  chairman-Administrative 
Board;  Richard  Sockrider,  chairman-Board  of 
Trustees;  and  (back  row,  from  Tubbs  left) 
Roy  Troutman,  chairman-Key  73  Committee; 
and  Don  Morgan,  church  lay  leader. 


The  Coming  Together,  a  new  group  at  First  Church,  Alexandria,  enter¬ 
tained  at  a  Holy  Week  breakfast  at  the  church.  Members  are  (from  left) 
Clara  Cobb,  Pam  Pfeifer,  Virginia  Holloman,  and  Kathy  Mier.  The  group 
plans  other  performances,  especially  for  shut-ins.  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  is 
pastor.  (TOWN  TALK  staff  photo) 


The  youth  (pictured  above)  of  Iowa  Church  reorganized  their 
UMYF  during  a  recent  supper  meeting.  The  Rev.  John 
Sayes  is  pastor. 


Miss  Sylvia  Self  of  Lake  Charles,  an  accom¬ 
plished  ventriloquist,  recently  performed  for  the 
UMY  of  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur.  Miss  Self  also 
led  the  congregation  in  a  Christ-centered  witness 
at  evening  worship  service.  The  Rev.  Walter 
Clarke  is  pastor. 


UNITED  STATES 
POSTAGE  STAMP 
MACHINE 

If  you  qualify  as  our  local  distributor,  we  will 
do  everything  necessary  to  put  you  in  busi¬ 
ness,  ..  ... 

Men  or  Women 
Age  No  Barrier 

Profits  Will  Amaze  You 
For  Modest  Investment 

POSTAGE  STAMPS,  INC 
300  Interstate  North  N.  W. 

Atlanta.  Ga.  30339 
Phone:  432-4439 


$15, 000-530, 000  YEAR  PROFIT  POTEN¬ 
TIAL  Send  $2.00  for  book,  “Raising 
Rabbits  for  Us."  Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  back. 

RABBIT  RANCHERS  OF  AMERICA 
Box  118-LM  Braman,  Oklahoma  74632 


Thirty-three  youth  were  received  into  membership  at  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Monroe,  Palm  Sunday,  following  six  weeks  of  membership 
classes  conducted  by  the  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  pastor,  and  Rita 
E.  Crowell,  director  of  Christian  Education. 


Youth  received  into  membership  Palm  Sunday  at  First  Church, 
Alexandria,  with  their  pastors.  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  (back  row,  left), 
senior  minister,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Peyton  (back  row,  right), 
associate  minister.  (TOWN  TALK  staff  photo) 


RE:  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

Dear  Pastor  and  Educational  Director; 

At  wholesale  price  we  offer  our  following  four  most  popular  cookies  - 

260  Lemon  Jumble  Cookies - $2.00 

300  Oatmeal  Cookies - $2.30 

480  Vanilla  Creme  Sandwich  Cookies- — $3.80 

480  Chocolate  Sandwich  Cookies - $3.80 

Jackson  cookies  are  made  with  pure  vegetable  shortening,  soft  wheat  cookie  flour,  cane 
sugar  and  other  fine  ingredients.  Baked  in  two  modern  plants.  Guaranteed  fresh. 


Cookies  are  easy  to  serve 
THEY’RE  DELICIOUS 

Carroll  L.  Holland 
N.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
372-6630 

James  R.  Grumbles 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
666-2256 

Andrew  Lovelady 
Damascus,  Ark. 

335-2203 

Kennard  H.  Baker 
Harrison,  Ark. 

365-9136 

Donald  Anderson 
Batesville,  Ark. 

251-2867 

Willie  Webb,  Jr. 

N.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
753-2963 

Russell  Robinson 
Monticello,.Ark 
367-5094 

Billy  R.  Davis 
Atkins,  Ark. 

641-7930 


Eugene  S.  Little 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 
247-1293 

Virgil  L.  Redwine 

Mt.  Pine,  Ark. 

767-3723 

H.  A.  Shumate 

N.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

945-2262 

Earl  S.  Douglass 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
565-6108 
Adolph  Carroll 
N.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

•  758-3962 

Cecil  “Bill”  Ilgenfritz 
Mountain  View,  Mo. 
934-6524 


OUR  40th  YEAR 


Robert  L.  Riggins 
Springdale,  Ark. 
751-5632 
Olen  L.  Wright 
Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
452-3192 
Ralph  Kagle 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
666-8620 

R.  K.  Smith 
El  Dorado,  Ark. 
862-3098 

Bill  J.  Holley 
Russellville,  Ark. 
967-2477 

Virgil  C.  Cypert 
Sheridan,  Ark. 
942-3313 
Jim  McDonald 
West  Monroe,  La. 
325-4530 

Albert  Efird 
Prescott,  Ark. 
887-6884 


Call  ot. write 

JACKSON 
COOKIE  COMPANY 

Bakers  of  Jackson  Vanilla  Wafers.  The  wafer 
that  outsells  all  other  brands  in  Arkansas. 

113  South  Olive,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Ph.  372-21 
or  contact  Jackson  Cookie  salesman  near  you 
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Methodist  Home  Visitor 

THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME 


Ruston,  Louisiana 
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We  APPRECIATE  You 

This  is  written  on  Tuesday  after 
Easter.  Already  offerings  are  com¬ 
ing  in,  some  from  flood  washed 
parts  of  the  State.  From  experi¬ 
ence  we  know  that  Louisiana 
people  will  come  through  for  their 
Children’s  Home.  Whatever  your 
circumstances,  may  God’s  bles¬ 
sings  be  in  your  heart. 

*  *  Up 


Two  Beds  —  Two  Appeals 

As  this  is  written,  there  are  two 
beds  in  girl’s  cottages  not  in  use. 
Two  appeals  for  girls  are  being 
studied.  My  old  fashioned  arith¬ 
metic  says  “Two  minus  twoequals 
zero”  —  —  —  empty  beds  that  is. 
Boys  cottages  are  almost  as  full. 

*  *  * 


All  Angels  Stand  Up 

When  you  work  with  children  and 
youth,  your  own  or  others,  they  do 
need  guidance  and  reasonable  con¬ 
trol;  and  they  also  want  it  whether 
they  know  it  or  not.  It  gives  a 
sense  of  security.  Somebody 
cares.  They  also  need  under¬ 
standing.  Their  problems  are  just 
as  real  as  yours.  They  also  need 
respect,  as  much  as  you  do.  To 
be  unoriginal,  “No  one  really 
understands  another  until  he  has 
stood  in  the  other  person’s  shoes.” 

Memories  Help 

Even  a  person  this  writer’s  age 
can  remember  his  teen  years, 
though  he  may  want  to  forget  part 
of  them.  Will  all  angels,  present 
or  previous,  please  stand  up? 

*  *  * 


PROCTOR  MITCHELL 
by  Glenmora  W.S  .C.S. 

MRS.  LYDIA  CROWDER 
by  Glenmora  W.S. C.S. 

MRS.  MARY  REED 
by  Jessica  Cranberry  &Marrin 
Carpenter 

MRS .  FLOYD  DURHAM 
by  Mrs  .  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

JACK  OLMSTED 

by  Mrs .  Jack  Olmsted  &  Children 
DR.  O.  B.  OWENS 
by  "One  Whom  He  Helped" 

FRANK  SCHOOLER,  SR. 

by  Dr .  &  Mrs .  J .  E .  Ball 
MRS.  E.  T.  DAVIDSON 
by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

MRS.  EULA  E,  HARRIS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Walsh 
by  Methodist  Orphanage  Circle, 

First  Church,  Winnfield 
M.  C.  PEPPER 

by  Campti  United  Methodist  Church 
MRS.  LILLIE  WYCHE 
by  Mrs .  Thurmon  Spinks 
MRS.  FRED  I.  MAY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Wilbanks 
D.  H.  CARNAHAN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  F .  McGehee  & 
Jan,  Mr.  &Mrs.  W.  B.  Lunday 
and  Miss  Mildred  Merritt 
ANDREW  J.  HARRELL 
by  Mr.  &.Mrs.  Don  Bacon 
JESSE  G .  JOHNSON 
by  W.  Jackson  Emmons 
J.  ERNEST  WHITFIELD 
by  Mrs  .  J.  Y.  Pipes 
FRANK  TRUMAN  NEAL 
by  Miss  Gretchen  Yaunt 
MRS.  CLARA  DELEE 
by  Mrs .  H .  G  .  Roddy 
MRS.  M.  W.  Hatcher 
by  Mrs .  H .  G .  Roddy 
MRS.  BENHAYGOOD,  JR, 
by  Mrs.  Rutland  Morriss 
J .  G .  JOHNSTON 
by  Mrs .  Mary  Haile 
MRS.  RUBY  GREEN  SAVAGE 
by  Anna  &  Billy  Pratt 
ISAAC  T.  JONES 
by  "The  Gidlow  Family" 

NED  BARNETT,  SR. 

by  Mrs  .  Floyd  Perkins 
JIMMY  SMITH 
by  Mrs .  Floyd  Perkins 
MRS,  BEN  HAYGOOD,  JR. 

by  Miss  Norma  L .  Pitts 
MRS.  CLARA  KIEFFER 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  L.  B.  Hemperley 
DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rufus  R.  Rogers 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  M.  T.  Crowe 
MRS.  EULA  E.  HARRIS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  M.  T.  Crowe 
F.  M.  TAYLOR 
by  Mrs.  Van  Y.  Brantly 
VAN  BRANTLY 
by  Mrs.  Van  Y.  Brantly 
ELLIS  McKENZIE 

by  Mrs.  Van  Y.  Brantly 
S'fEVE  HARMON,  SR . 

by  Mrs.  Van  Y.  Brantly 
JOHN  E.  WHITAKER 
by  Mrs  .  J.  E.  Whitaker 
DEBBIE  WARREN  SELF 
by  Mrs .  J .  E .  Whitaker 
WILEY  STEVENSON 


Pickin'  and  Grinnin’ 


A  Tech  girl  gives  regular  guitar  lessons  to  some  of  our  youth.  Groovy! 


by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  M .  D .  Regions 
8l  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Wiley  Walker 
MRS.  LUCY  L.  HUDSON 
by  Mrs .  Eunice  Baudreaux 
L.  B.  WILLIAMSON 
by  Bob,  Eileen  &  Eileen  V.  Kleiser 
WILLA  DROUET 
by  Friends  from  Oil  City  United 
Methodist  Church 
MRS.  FRANCES  D.  SWANN 
by  Mrs ,  J .  M .  Sharp 
MRS.  FRED  HERRICH 
by  Mrs .  C .  W .  Boyce,  Jr . 
by  Mrs.  H.  B.  McClendon 
by  Mrs  .  Jean  Boyce 
JOHN  L.  MADDEN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  W.  D.  Ballard,  Jr. 
ALBERTA,  HRUSCHKA 
by  Halliburton  Employees,  Morgan 
City 

MRS.  DANIEL  KLUG 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.A.  T.  Chamlee 
NATHAN  PHEIFER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  Otis  Welch 
MRS.  LEILA  (C.E.)  PONDER 
by  Mr.  8iMrs.  C.  E.  Vaughan 
ROBERT  NOLAN 
by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

MRS.  SIDNEY  MARECELLI 
by  Mrs .  Ethel  Joyce  J .  Pope 
MR.  &  MRS.  MAX  McDONALD 
by  North  12th  Street  Neighbors 
MRS.  WILHEMINA  McDADE  ELSTON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  DeWitt  Henry 
MRS.  ANNA  CLAIRE  LEITHEAD 
by  Mrs .  Jack  Olmsted  &  Children 
JAMES  PUGH 

by  Mrs .  Jack  Olmsted  &  Children 
MRS.  EDIE  ROBERTS 
by  Pauline  W.  Jarman 
MRS.  PEARL  MANGHAM 
by  Mr.  SiMrs.J.  R.  Sessions 
&  Family 
MILTON  KING 
by  Evelyn  &  Johnny  Green 
J,  E.  WHITAKER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  G.  C.  Warren 
W.  F.  (Bill)  PAGE 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  G.  C.  Warren 
DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  H^  R.  Coffey 
REV.  W.  W.  PERRY 
by  Mrs .  Perry,  Eva,  Neva,  & 
Gladys 
FAYE  COLE 
by  Mary  G .  Kelley 
MRS.  EDGER  NOYES 
by  Mrs .  W .  W  Doak,  Mr .  &  Mrs . 
Bill  Doak,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Brindley 
COLEMAN  WATSON 
by  the  Barksdale  Methodist  Church 
MRS .  VIRGINIA  BURKE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  D.  E.  Lamb  & 
Family 

HALEY  DAVIS 
by  Mrs.  Louise  R.  Liner 
STELLA  MARIE  THEROIT 
by  Mrs.  Louise  R.  Liner 
MRS.  LOTTIE  P.  BREARD 
by  John,  Sarah  Jane  &  Michael 
McAdams 
ALVIN  RYDER 
by  Mrs  .  D.  Crawford  Young, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  C.  Young, 

&  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Stephen  McCoy 
DR.  SHERARD  AUSTIN  TATUM 
by  Mrs .  D.  Crawford  Young, 

Mr.  &  Mrs .  David  C.  Young,  & 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Stephen  McCoy 
JOE  ENID  CARRUTH 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.J.J.  Carruth 
MRS .  PEARL  M  .  MANGHAM 
by  Halfway  Home  Demonstration 
Club,  Coushatta 
MRS .  BEN  J .  HAYGOOD 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  L.  C.  Lowrey 
KENNITH  LOWERY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  B.  Handy  & 
Family 

ARCHIE  A.  GOODMAN 
by  Adah  Bessie  Goodman 
MRS.  DONNIE  B.  BURNS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  G .  Russell ,  Jr . 
MRS.  LELIA  PONDER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  E.  Fort 
DR.  S.  A.  TATUM 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Welch 
MRS.  A.  T.  PALMER 
by  Mrs.  Cornelia  L.  Hauche 
MRS.  TURPIN  DAVIDSON 
by  Ruth  Buatt 
FOSTER  PERRY 
by  Ruth  Buatt 
MRS,  MATTIE  PALMER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  Bob  Gaumnitz 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Manfred  Gustafscm 
J.  D.  CARTER 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jay  Williams  & 

Mr.  &Mrs.  W.  D.  Wallace 
MRS.  J.  C.  HARRIS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  J.  W.  Lewie 
MRS.  DONNIE  A.  BURNS 
by  Mrs.  Edna  B.  Andrews 
MRS.  BENHAYGOOD,  SR. 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  G .  G .  McKinney 

(To  be  continued ) 


'‘Tricia'  Wins  Poetry  Honors 

A  ninth  grader  at  Ruston  High, 
Tricia  won  honors  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  poem.  We,  too,  think  it’s 
good. 


“My  Man" 

He  made  you,  and  He  made  me. 

Oh,  please  my  friend  can’t  you  see? 

He  loved  you,  and  that  is  why  I  cry 
to  think  He  loved  you  enough  to  die. 

He's  a  wonderful  friend  and  He's  always 
there,  even  when  you’re  in  despair. 

You  say  to  Him  and  Pray  to  Him,  to  lead 
you  day  by  day. 

Then  He  says,  “Let  it  be  Thine  Own  Way.” 
You  see,  my  friend,  this  is  a  True  Man, 
because  He’s  my  man,  and  Our  God! 

Tricia  Frost 


Ik  Ht  He 

THEY  GROW  UP 
WE  HELP  A  LITTLE 

One  of  the  largest  groups  from 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
years  will  be  graduating  from  high 
school  or  trade  school  this  spring. 
Seven  actually  graduated,  though 
one  was  not  able  to  meet  State 
requirements  in  her  specialty. 

As  this  is  written,  tentative 
plans  are  for  four  to  go  on  to 
trade  school  and  two  to  go  on  to 
college.  Such  plans  are  a  big 
step  in  a  young  person’s  life,  and 
afin,al  decision  is  sometimes  hard 
to  make.  We  feel  this  is  a  good 
record  for  our  young  people  and 
for  the  Children’s  Home. 

*  *  * 


Pretty  Faces  -  Pretty  Flowers 


As  one  of  their  projects,  some  of 
our  Girl  Scouts  planted  flowers.  If 
the  flowers  are  as  pretty  as  the 
girls,  our  campus  will  be  beautified. 
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Louisiana  Methodism  and  honor  Bishop  Crutchfield 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  resi¬ 
dent  bishop,  Louisiana  Area  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  with  offices 
in  New  Orleans,  will  preside  at  his  first 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Session, 
May  28-31,  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  A  special  service  of  cele¬ 
bration  will  be  held  at  7:30  p.m.,  Mon¬ 
day  evening.  May  28,  to  commemorate 
this  event. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Director, 
Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  has  released  the  program  for 
the  celebration.  He  and  his  staff  at 
the  Conference  Office  in  Shreveport 
are  in  charge  of  the  program. 

A  narration  by  Dr.  Hearn  of  the 
historical  significance  of  the  Annual 
Conference  session,  which  for  229 
years  has  served  as  the  connecting 
link  of  Methodist  societies  and 
churches,  will  be  given.  The  first  An- 


Dr.  Theodore  R.  Kouss 


Dr,  Kauss  elevated 
to  Centenary 
deanship 

Dr,  Theodore  Rodney  Kauss,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  education  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  has  been  named  Dean  of  the  Col¬ 
lege,  succeeding  Professor  Thad  N. 
Marsh,  who  has  resigned  to  resume 
teaching. 

Dr.  Kauss  came  to  Centenary  last 
September  from  the  management  con¬ 
sulting  firm  of  Cresap,  McCormick  and 
Paget  of  Chicago,  Ill.  where  he  was  a 
senior  consultant  specializing  in  ele¬ 
mentary  and  secondary  education.  A 
native  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  he  holds 
the  doctorate  degree  in  educational  ad¬ 
ministration  from  Northwestern  Illinois 
in  Evanston,  and  the  bachelors  degree 
from  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

He  was  a  teacher,  principal  and  su¬ 
perintendent  with  the  public  school 
systems  of  Wisconsin  and  participated 
in  numerous  consulting  assignments 
throughout  the  country. 

Dr,  Kauss  is  42,  married  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Vonnie  Ware  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  four  children,  William,  18; 
Nancy,  16;  Randy,  14;  and  Mary,  7. 
They  reside  at  410  Lowell  Court  in 
Shreveport, 


KWKH  TO  BROADCAST 
OPENING  SERVICE  OF 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

The  opening  Service  of  Celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  will  be  broadcast  by 
KWKH  in  Shreveport  on  Monday, 
May  28  at  7:30  p.m. 


nual  Conference  was  held  by  John 
Wesley  on  a  Monday,  June  25,  1744 
at  a  foundry  building  in  England. 

The  history  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  American  Methodism 
begins  with  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South 
meeting  in  Virginia  in  1846.  In  1971, 


white  and  black  Methodism  came  to¬ 
gether  at  the  historic  merging  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Shreveport. 

Bishop  Crutchfield,  who  will  as¬ 
sume  the  chair  and  gavel  of  presiding 
officer  at  the  third  annual  Session  May 
28,  came  to  the  office  of  presiding 
bishop  of  Louisiana  July  14,  1972.  At 
the  time  of  his  election  to  this  office, 
he  was  serving  his  twelfth  year  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Boston  Avenue  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  one  of  the 
five  largest  congregations  in  United 
Methodism, 

A  native  of  Texas,  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  received  the  bachelor  of  arts  de¬ 
gree  from  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dallas;  the  bachelor  of  divinity 
and  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Duke  University,  N,  Car,  He  has  been 
honored  with  the  doctor  of  divinity  de¬ 
gree  from  Oklahoma  City  University, 


Lthe 

oursiam 

(Detho6ist 

25th  YEAR  THURSDAY,  MAY  24,  1973  NO.  21 


Conference -wide  sum 
to  begin  with  Annual 

The  emphasis  on  youth  is  one  im¬ 
portant  aspect  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  program.  The  confer¬ 
ence-wide  summer  youth  program, 
coordinated  by  the  Rev,  Donald  C, 
Cottrill,  affords  many  opportunities 
for  youth  participation. 

To  open  the  activities,  elected  youth 
delegates  from  each  of  the  districts  will 
be  present  for  the  May  28-31  Annual 
Conference  sessions  at  Centenary  Col- 


mer  youth  program 
Conference 

lege  in  Shreveport  to  observe  the 
church  at  work  in  the  decision-making 
process.  Special  youth  encounters  with 
members  of  various  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies,  and  youth  rap  sessions  will  be  an 
important  feature  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

June  activities  will  be  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  District  Youth  Team  Train¬ 
ing  sessions  to  be  held  June  17-22  and 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


Observers  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port  watch  as  construction  begins  on  the  John  F.  Kilpatrick 
Memorial  Chapel.  (Left  to  right)  J.  R.  Collier,  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke,  pastor,  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Gillespie. 


Xaisjqt']  aSaxiOT'  Ajieu&iuao 

uuoo  fid 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


and  a  Litt.  D.  degree  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Tulsa. 

The  high  point  of  the  program  will 
be  the  reception  of  Bishop  Crutchfield, 
as  the  episcopal  leader  and  presiding 
officer  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  The  Rev.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son  of  Lake  Charles,  and  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
will  represent  the  more  than  500  min¬ 
isters  of  the  conference;  Thomas  H. 
Matheny  of  Hammond  and  Mrs.  Rob¬ 
ert  Compton  of  Elton,  will  represent 
the  135,000  lay  men  and  women  of 
the  church  in  Louisiana,  and  a  child 
and  a  youth  will  represent  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  of  the  conference. 

A  massed  choir,  made  up  of  repre¬ 
sentative  groups  from  choirs  over  the 
state,  led  by  Dr.  Will  Andress,  minis¬ 
ter  of  Music  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  will  sing,  and  a 
processional  of  the  leadership  of  the 
church  with  youth  carrying  banners  of 
various  churches  will  open  the  session. 

A  rendition  of  the  “Hallelujah 
Chorus”  from  Handel’s  Messiah  will 
end  the  celebration. 

t 

THE  CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE 
ON  RESOLUTIONS 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Review  and  Resolutions  fulfills 
a  most  important  function  at  the  an¬ 
nual  Conference  Sessions  each  year. 
This  Committee  receives  and  considers 
resolutions  given  it  by  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  members,  both  lay  and  clerical, 
for  presentation  to  the  body  of  the 
Conference  in  session. 

According  to  the  1972  Louisiana 
Conference  Journal:  “Any  resolutions, 
proposed  by  an  individual  or  group 
other  than  a  Conference  Agency,  shall 
first  be  presented  to  the  Committee  on 
Review  and  Resolutions  for  study  and 
its  recommendations,  and  shall  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Annual  Conference  by 
the  Committee  on  Review  and  Resolu¬ 
tions.” 

The  Rev.  George  Ross  is  chairman 
of  this  important  committee.  Those 
persons  desiring  to  present  resolutions 
may  give  these  resolutions  to  Mr.  Ross 
for  consideration  before  the  Commit¬ 
tee. 

The  Committee  on  Review  and 
Resolutions  will  report  to  the  1973 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Session 
at  8:50  a.m.,  Thursday,  May  31,  1973 
at  Shreveport. 


Lay  Member  Training  Sessions 


At  the  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict  Lay  member  Train¬ 
ing  Session  recently  are 
shown:  FROM  LEFT: 
Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent:  Mrs. 
Charles  McGowan;  O.W. 
Marrs,  district  lay  lead¬ 
er;  and  the  Rev.  George 
Ross. 


Lafayette  District  Lay 
Member  Training  Ses¬ 
sion  held  recently  in 
Franklin  was  attended  by 
(from  left)  Dr.  Jolly  Har¬ 
per,  pastor  of  Louisiana 
Memorial  Church,  Ope¬ 
lousas;  the  Rev.  Bob 
McCammon;  the  Rev. 
James  J.  Caraway,  senior 
minister  at  Asbury  Church, 
Lafayette,  and  Tommy 
Green,  district  lay  lead¬ 
er.  The  Rev.  Kenneth 
G.  McDowell  is  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent. 


Among  participants  at 
recent  Monroe  District 
Lay  Member  Training 
Session  held  in  Ray- 
ville  were  (from  left) 
Haynes  Harkey,  the  Rev. 
Don  C.  Cottrill,  con¬ 
ference  director  of  Youth 
Ministries,  Prince  Ella 
Wilson,  and  W.  L.  Mc¬ 
Intosh.  The  Rev.  Clyde 
S.  Frazier  is  district 
superintendent. 


Those  attending  the  re¬ 
cent  Ruston  District 
Lay  Training  Session  in 
Ruston  included  (from 
left)  the  Revs.  Kirby 
Vining,  senior  minister 
at  Minden  First  Church, 
representing  Methodist 
Home  Hospital;  Henry 
Blount,  Structure  Study 
Committee;  Ralph  Cain, 
district  superintendent; 
and  ByrI  Moreland  of  the 
Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 


Heritage  Tour  directors  named 


Appointment  of  District  Directors 
for  the  1973  UNITED  METHODIST 
HERITAGE  TOUR  of  England  have 
been  announced  by  the  National  Meth¬ 
odist  Heritage  Advisory  Board. 

TTiese  Directors  will  be  responsible 
for  the  interpretation  and  promotion 
of  the  Tour  in  the  Districts  of  the 
Conference,  and  will  direct  the  special 
study  program  which  has  been  designed 
for  Tour  Members. 

Persons  interested  in  the  Tour, 
which  departs  from  Shreveport  on 
Monday,  Nov.  19,  are  advised  to  con¬ 
tact  their  District  Director  for  full  in¬ 
formation: 

Alexandria  District:  Rev.  Warren 
Blakemem,  6130  Pine  Ridge  Rd.,  Alex¬ 
andria,  La.  71301. 

Baton  Rouge  District:  Rev.  William 
C.  Blakely,  Rt.  1,  Box  360,  Baker, 
La.  70714. 

Hammond  District:  Rev.  W.  R.  Ir- 
ing,  P.  O.  Box  1143,  Bogalusa,  La. 
70427. 

Lafayette  District:  Rev.  Jerry  A. 
Means,  P.  O.  Box  2039,  Lafayette, 


La.  70501. 

Lake  Charles  District:  Rev.  L.  Ray 
Branton,  401  Ruth  St.,  Sulphur,  La. 
70663. 

Monroe  District:  Rev.  James  E. 
Christie,  41 1  Sherrouse  Ave.,  Monroe, 
La.  71201. 

Natchitoches  District:  Rev.  Edward 
O.  Pickens,  P.  O.  Box  812,  Mansfield, 
La.  71057. 

New  Orleans  District:  Rev.  J.  Pierce 
McKeithen,  1721  So.  Carrollton,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70118. 

Ruston  District:  Rev.  George  W. 
Harkins,  604  Pine,  Spiringhill,  La. 
71075. 

Shreveport  District:  Rev.  William 
E.  Nolan,  3923  Mdton,  Shreveport, 
La.  71109. 

The  Tour  is  sponsored  by  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  Historical  Society, 
which  was  organized  on  last  year’s 
Tour,  and  by  the  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History.  For  additional  in¬ 
formation,  write:  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Tour,  P.  O.  Box  4111,  Mon¬ 
roe,  La.  71201. 


When  ministers  get  together  the  subject  of  their  devotional 
and  intellectual  reading  may  arise.  From  time  to  time  in  private 
conversation,  several  have  asked  me  of  the  reading  that  I  have  found 
stimulating.  I  am  happy  to  pass  on  to  you  two  or  three  suggestions . 

The  most  exciting  book  that  1  have  recently  read  is  World 
Without  Borders,  by  Lester  Brown,  published  by  Random  House. 

While  one  does  not  endorse  every  statement  made  in  this  book  nor 
some  of  the  conclusions,  the  volume  does  raise  some  of  the  issues 
that  modem  man  must  face  and  raises  them  in  a  proper  perspective 
and  with  excellent  documentation.  It  would  appear  to  me  that  those 
who  wish  to  know  some  of  the  issues  should  read  this  book  immediately. 

A  second  book  that  I  have  found  exciting  is  ^  Being  Re- 
sponsible.  Issues  m  Personal  Ethics ,  The  editors  of  this  summary  of 
essays  and  dissertations  are  James  Gustafson  and  James  T.  Laney. 

This  little  volume  attempts  to  convey  thoughts  in  the  field  of  personal 
ethics  from  those  who  have  struggled  with  issues  and  decisions.  I 
commend  it  to  you.  Again,  I  do  not  endorse  all  of  the  positions  or 
statements  of  all  of  the  essayists,  but  die  issues  in  personal  ethics 
are  dealt  with  in  a  very  stimulating  way.  They  discuss  being  re¬ 
sponsible  in  total  life,  in  speech,  in  love,  and  in  citizenship. 

A  third  volume  I  have  found  very  helpful  is  not  a  book  at 
all,  but  a  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  Work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  made  to  the  182nd  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  This  little  volume  is  distributed  by  the  office  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  510  Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  19107.  There  is  no  more  careful  summary  or  descriptive 
insight  into  the  doctrine  and  understanding  of  the  Holy  Spirit  than  in 
this  book.  I  am  indebted  to  my  Presbyterian  friends  for  their  scholarly 
and  experiential  understanding  of  this  section  of  Christian  thought,  with¬ 
out  which  we  should  all  be  impoverished.  I  appreciate  the  fact  that  the 
report  of  this  committee  in  a  volume  of  sixty  pages  undertakes  to  pre¬ 
sent  scriptural  insights  into  glossolalia,  the  charismatic  gifts,  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  evidences  and  fruits  of  same.  I  also  like  the 
advice  given  to  members  of  churches  concerning  their  experience  of  the 
presence  of  the  Spirit.  I  heartily  commend  this  to  you. 

The  Common  Bible  is  the  fourth  book,  yet  I  do  not  particularly 
care  for  the  new  translation  of  the  Common  Bible  in  the  Revised  Standard 
Version.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  the  rendering  of  the  Greek  is  somewhat 
faulty  and  in  some  passages  leans  toward  certain  preconceived  doctrinal 
standards  which  some  seem  to  hope  the  words  might  convey.  Everyone 
should  have  a  Common  Bible,  yet  I  would  commend  other  versions  and 
translations  a  little  more  heartily.  Recently  I  found  the  First  Epistle 
General  of  Peter  to  be  helpful  reading  from  that  Common  Bible. 

And  always,  I  find  the  old  standby.  The  Listener,  to  be  the  best. 
This  is  the  compilation  of  the  radio  and  television  programs  from  Britain, 
plus  essays  and  short  dissertations  on  subjects  of  current  interest  among 
erudite  people .  Most  urbane,  educated  folk  today  would  find  The  Listener 
to  be  invaluable. 

One  ought  to  choose  his  reading  wisely.  There  is  so  much  trash 
on  the  market,  but  then  also  there  is  so  much  good  —  and  no  person  may 
stay  alive  without  a  proper  reading  discipline. 

Finis  A. Crutchfield  ,  V 


from  page  one 

June  18-20,  respectively,  at  Caney 
Lake  Camp,  Minden. 

July  opens  with  Jurisdictional  Lab¬ 
oratory  &hool,  July  1-6,  at  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark.  Youth  regis¬ 
tration  is  $10. 

A  Senior  High  Camp  for  youth  who 
have  completed  the  8th  through  the 
12th  grades  will  be  held  July  9-14  at 
Caney  Lake,  Minden,  while  Weekend 
Training  for  Youth  and  Adults  is 
scheduled  for  July  13-15  at  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport. 

Youth  and  adults  will  begin  work 
together  at  Centenary  durinjg  Decision 
’73  —  Youth  Ministry  Training  En¬ 
terprise  July  16-20. 

Next,  a  Conference  Youth  Wilder- 


YOUTH 

ness  Camp  will  be  held  July  22-28  at 
Ouachita  National  Forest  in  Arkansas. 
This  activity  is  limited  to  12  youth. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
summer  youth  activities  will  close  with 
a  Senior  High  Camp  July  30- August  4 
at  Camp  Istrouma,  Baton  Rouge. 

For  more  information  on  these 
events,  youth  should  check  with  local 
church  youth  coordinators. 

t 

An  anonymous  donor  has  given  $1,- 
200,000  to  United  Methodism’s  Cand¬ 
ler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  for  a  chair  of 
evangelism  honoring  retired  Bishop 
Arthur  J.  Moore. 


PAGE  TWO 


MAY  24,  1973 


ctUt^xicU 


{The  following  guest  editorial  is 
presented  as  an  expression  of  in¬ 
terest  in  one  of  our  United 
Methodist  Colleges.  The  editorial 
is  the  basic  text  of  remarks  given 
by  Dr.  Burvin  C.  Alread,  Vice 
President  and  Treasurer  of  Hen¬ 
drix,  at  the  annual  Alumni 
Luncheon,  April  26.  Dr.  Alread 
is  also  Professor  of  Economics 
and  an  alumnus  of  Hendrix.) 


0  ne  thing  that  I  hear  fre¬ 
quently  as  alumni  come  back  to 
the  campus  is  how  the  school 
and  the  place  have  changed. 
This  is  an  understandable  im¬ 
pression.  But  I’d  like  to  report  to 
you  that  the  college  hasn’t 
changed  very  much. 

Tabor  Hall  is  gone;  Millar 
Hall  is  gone;  North  and  South 
Dorms  are  not  here  anymore; 
we  dug  a  hole  and  put  the  li- 
b  r  a  r  y  underground.  We’ve 
chopped  the  academic  year  into 
three  11 -week  terms  instead  of 
the  semester  system  some  of  you 
are  familiar  with,  or  the  quarter 
system  others  of  you  remember. 
But  these  changes  that  appear  on 
the  surface  are  really  just  that  — 
surface  changes. 

Hendrix  is  essentially  what  it 
has  been  over  the  years,  whether 
we  are  talking  about  the  class  of 
5,  10,  15,  25  or  50  years  ago. 
It  still  is  a  place  where  young 
people  are  wrestling  with  an 
ever-increasing  body  of  knowl¬ 
edge  trying  to  prepare  for  l^e, 
for  careers,  and  for  a  changing 
world.  Basically,  then,  it  is  the 
same. 

Now,  we  sometimes  confuse 
these  surface  changes  with  the 
real  thing.  Some  bemoan  the  loss 
of  this  or  that  tradition  or  cus¬ 
tom.  We  have  had  a  few  argu¬ 
ments  here  on  the  campus  about 
whether  this  change  should  take 
place.  We  can  get  into  a  vigor¬ 
ous  argument  or  debate  in  Fac¬ 
ulty  meeting  on  almost  any  issue. 
I’ve  sometimes  thought  we  could 
debate  what  day  of  the  week  it 
was  and  come  out  with  a  split 
decision.  That  is  a  part  of  it, 
and  it  hasn’t  changed. 

Oh,  the  courses  have  changed; 
requirements  have  changed.  For 
example.  I’m  sure  some  of  you 
can  remember  when  chapel  or 
convocation  was  daily!  some  of 
the  rest  of  us  can  remember 
when  it  was  weekly.  Now  we 
have  a  convocation  only  when 
there  is  an  occasion  to  have  one. 
This  may  make  more  sense  than 
some  of  those  we  had. 

Actually,  the  place  hasn’t 
changed  very  much.  It  is  Spring, 
and  like  in  any  other  Spring, 
you  can  see  young  men  walking 


"an  institution  to  provide 

a  higher  education" 


around  looking  like  sick  calves 
as  their  minds  and  attentions 
start  to  turn  to  matters  not 
purely  academic. 

The  changes  that  have  taken 
place  are  attempts  to  meet 
changing  demands  and  changing 
conditions.  I  was  reading  the 
other  day  in  an  historical  docu¬ 
ment  that  Rev.  Burrow,  on  the 
occasion  of  founding  the  school, 
referred  to  it  ts  “an  institution  to 
provide  a  higher  education.”  He 
didn’t  say  a  institution  of  higher 
education.  He  said  “an  institu¬ 
tion  to  provide  a  higher  educa¬ 
tion.”  I  believe  he  knew  what  he 
was  talking  about.  I  believe  that 
changes  made  here  over  the 
years  have  been  made  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  that  goal. 

I  came  here  as  a  student  in 
1946,  and  as  a  faculty  member 
in  1951.  I  will  not  reminisce, 
but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  I 
have  observed  three  commit¬ 
ments  over  the  years.  I  think 
these  three  commitments  are 
still  evident. 

(1)  The  first  commitment  is 
to  survival.  As  I  look  at  the  vital 
signs  of  the  College,  I  can  report 
to  you  today  that  it  is  in  pretty 
good  shape.  We  have  buildings 
and  grounds  that  are  adequate. 
They  are  not  all  that  some  of  us 
would  like  them  to  be,  and  they 
are  not  all  that  they  will  be. 
Further  changes  will  occur.  We 
have  a  plant  and  equipment 
valued  for  insurance  purposes  at 
about  $15  million.  For  next  year 
we  have  a  budget  for  operation 
that  exceeds  $3  million.  It  is  a 
balanced  budget.  We  had  a  stu¬ 
dent  body  this  year  of  1012 
average  for  the  full  year.  We 
already  have  advance  deposits 
for  next  year  from  1000  stu¬ 
dents  —  about  700  returning 
and  about  300  freshmen.  The 
freshman  class  likely  will  grow  a 
bit  more. 

One  of  the  things  that  we  are 
proud  of  and  that  over  the 
years,  I  think,  reflects  a  trend 
and  a  tradition  is  that  about  86 
per  cent  of  the  students  who 
are  here  now,  excluding  those 
who  will  graduate,  will  be  back 
next  Fall.  The  rate  of  retention 
of  students  here  is  one  of  the 
highest  in  the  United  States.  We 
are  surviving  in  a  time  when 
some  institutions  are  having  real 
difficulties. 

(2)  A  second  commitment 
that  I  have  observed  is  that  not 
only  do  we  want  the  College  to 
survive,  but  we  want  it  to  survive 
with  quality.  Hendrix  has  stood 
for  quality  over  the  years.  You 
would  not  want  it  otherwise. 
This  commitment  is  stUl  here. 
When  we  took  back  at  the  loss 
of  some  of  our  great  faculty 
members  —  losses  by  retire¬ 


ment  and  some  by  death  —  it  is 
difficult  for  many  of  us  to  see 
that  quality  in  the  Faculty  has 
remained.  The  Faculty  is  young¬ 
er.  Many  of  you  do  not  know 
them  as  well  as  you  have  known 
others  in  the  past.  I  assure  you 
that  we  have  a  great  Faculty. 
Next  Fall  60  per  cent  of  the 
Faculty  will  have  earned  doc¬ 
torates.  That  is  the  highest  per¬ 
centage  in  the  history  of  the 
College.  It  is  high  among  small 
colleges  across  the  country. 

One  '  possible  threat  to  the 
continued  quality  of  academic 
programs  has  been  the  gradual 
increase  in  the  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  without  corresponding  in¬ 
creases  in  Faculty  size.  The 
addition  of  three  new  Faculty 
positions  next  year  will  be  a 
beginning  towards  correction  of 
this  problem. 

College  Board  score  is  but  one 
index,  not  the  only  one,  of  the 
quahty  of  students  coming  to 
Hendrix.  Our  average  College 
Board  scores  have  been  improv¬ 
ing  over  the  years.  Then  —  at 
the  end  of  the  four  years  stand¬ 
ardized  exams  and  senior  com- 
prehensives  are  indices  of  the 
quality  of  work.  These  are  im¬ 
proving. 

Our  graduates  are  still  being 
accepted  in  large  numbers  in  the 
better  graduate  and  professional 
schools  of  the  country.  One  of 
the  senior  majors  in  our  depart¬ 
ment  came  by  the  other  day  to 
tell  me  that  he  had  been 
awarded  a  scholarship  to  Van¬ 
derbilt.  I  asked  him  what  sort  of 
stipend  went  along  with  it.  He 
said  $6000.  That  is  more  than 
our  Faculty  members  were  paid 
just  a  few  years  ago  —  $6000 
for  tuition  and  living  expenses  to 
attend  graduate  school!  And  we 
could  go  on  to  cite  other  illustra¬ 
tions  of  quality. 

(3)  There  is  a  third  commit¬ 
ment  I  have  observed  here  in  the 
last  20-odd  years,  not  only  that 
the  College  survives  with  quality, 
but  that  li  survives  with  integrity. 


Integrity  is  not  an  easy  idea  to 
verbalize.  It  is  like  such  concepts 
as  love  or  beauty  or  good — very 
difficult  to  describe.  Integrity,  as 
I  see  it  at  the  College,  has  to  do 
with  students,  faculty,  and  ad¬ 
ministration  struggling  with  their 
problems  in  good  faith  and  with 
respect  for  differing  points  of 
view.  It  has  to  do  with  a  faculty 
that  can  differ  as  to  direction.  It 
has  to  do  with  the  church,  a 
board  of  trustees,  an  alumni  as¬ 
sociation,  and  a  student  body. 

So,  if  you  ask,  “How  is  the 
College  doing?’,  I  think  is  is  do¬ 
ing  pretty  well!  And  I  think  it 
will  continue  to  do  well  as  long 
as  we  remember  the  charge  of 
Rev.  Burrow  that  we  really  are 
about  a  higher  education,  and  so 
long  as  we  hold  to  the  commit¬ 
ments  that  are  represented  in  this 
room  today  and  in  the  memories 
that  are  brought  back  on  an  oc¬ 
casion  hke  this. 

Some  institutions  seem  to  have 
attempted  to  use  “slick”  promo¬ 
tional  programs  based  on  educa¬ 
tional  “gimmicks”  as  a  substitute 
for  a  sound  and  purposeful  ac¬ 
ademic  program.  Of  course,  pub- 
hc  relations  is  important,  but  it 
must  be  based  on  a  sound  pro¬ 
duct. 

I  think  when  we  look  around 
and  see  small,  private,  church- 
related  institutions  having  diffi¬ 
culties  an  explanation  mi^t  well 
be  that  some  of  these  institutions 
have  forgotten  why  they  exist. 
The  day  Hendrix  forgets  why  it 
is  here,  it  will  be  in  trouble. 

This  doesn’t  mean  we  won’t 
change.  Some  of  us  will  have  dif¬ 
ficulty  adjusting  to  those  changes, 
as  some  of  us  already  have  had. 
But  so  long  as  those  changes  are 
made  in  light  of,  and  to  further 
the  goals  and  objectives  on  which 
Hendrix  was  founded,  we  will  be 
all  right. 

So  I  am  pleased  to  report  to 
you  that  your  College  is  in  good 
shape  and  with  your  help  she  will 
continue  to  be. 

t 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 
by  doris  woolard 


The  Chinese  church,  thought  by  some  to  have  “gone 
under”  during  the  Cultural  Revolution  of  the  late 
1960s,  has  emerged  from  eclipse  during  the  past 
two  years,  according  to  Hong  Kong  sources.  In¬ 
creased  contacts  of  Christians  from  outside  China 
with  Christians  inside  —  as  well  as  similar  contacts 
of  other  religions  —  can  be  taken  as  a  “changing 
trend,”  according  to  Dr.  Raymond  Whitehead,  China 
consultant  of  the  U.  S.  National  Council  of 
Churches,  who  lives  there.  Several  visitors  from 
Hong  Kong  Christian  families  who  have  made  con¬ 
tacts  with  their  relatives  in  mainland  China  report 
seeing  churches  freshly  painted  and  open  for  wor¬ 
ship.  However,  Churches  outside  China  have  been 
cautioned  not  to  place  Chinese  Christians  under 
pressure. 

Addressing  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Conference  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  the  Rev.  Jefferson  P.  Rogers,  president 
of  the  Black  Ecumenical  Commission  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  asserted  that  become  functionally 
paralyzed  in  difficult  situations  is  the  kind  of 
response  which  people  make  who  are  not  firmly 
rooted  in  belief  in  the  power  of  God.”  While 
urging  church  leaders  to  “believe  in  the  future 
of  the  worid,”  he  also  cautioned  against  “pre¬ 
tending  that  war  does  not  really  hurt,  that 
blacks  have  not  truly  been  robbed  blind  by  the 
white  majority,  that  Wounded  Knee  is  not  a 
major  moral  issue,  that  the  whole  Watergate 
thrust  is  not  the  deliberate  work  of  subversion 
of  the  democratic  process.” 

In  a  statement  handed  to  Western  correspondents, 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  of  Poland  have  accused 
the  Communist  Party  government  of  drawing  up 
education  plans  “based  on  atheistic  principles  with 
full  elimination  of  the  Church.”  The  bishops  charged 
that  the  education  plans  were  “materialistic”  and 
contained  elements  “hostile  to  religious  education” 
and  accused  the  state  of  “ignoring”  the  Church’s 
education  proposals. 

Overseas  nusskm  work  is  hypocrisy  if  parishes 
are  not  involved  in  mission  work  in  their  own 
nei^borhoods,  according  to  Episcopal  Bishop 
Antonio  Ramos  of  Costa  Rica.  “It  is  unthink¬ 
able,”  be  said,  “that  Christians  mobilized  for 
mission  in  their  own  envkonment  can  remain 
indifferent  or  uncommitted  to  the  total  mission 
of  the  church  in  the  world.” 

A  new  law  requiring  biology  books  in  Tennessee 
schools  to  give  the  biblical  accounts  of  creation  equal 
space  with  evolution  went  into  effect  without  the 
signature  of  Gov.  Winfield  Dunn.  The  governor’s 
office  said  the  chief  executive  allowed  the  five-day 
period  for  signing  or  vetoing  the  measure  to  expire 
without  taking  action,  therefore  making  it  law.  No 
further  explanation  was  given. 

Damage  to  the  Garden  of  the  Gods  (near  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs)  during  Easter  Sunrise  services 
may  result  in  the  religious  observance  being 
either  relocated  or  discontinued.  Control  of  the 
crowds  was  cited  as  the  chief  problem.  Richard 
Buerkle,  director  of  the  city  park  and  recreation 
department,  said  the  3,000  to  4,000  persons 
attending  this  year’s  services  proved  difficult 
to  control.  Disrespect  for  plant  growth  and 
partidpation  by  people  in  distracting  activities 
during  the  services  were  reported  to  be  the 
major  problems. 


Dr.  Eugene  L.  Smith  is  resigning  as  head  of  the  U.S. 
operations  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  as  of 
June  8  to  accept  an  appointment  by  Bishop  Prince 
A.  Taylor  to  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Den- 
ville,  N.  J.  Since  1964  Smith  has  served  the  dual 
posts  of  executive  secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Conference 
for  the  Council  and  executive  secretary  of  the  WCC’s 
New  York  Office.  Prior  to  taking  the  WCC  positions 
he  was  head  of  the  World  Division  of  the  now  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Bd.  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Army  Chaplains  Council  in  South  Korea, 
in  its  overall  plan  to  “Christianize  the  Army,” 
has  shifted  its  emphasis  to  “deepen  the  quality 
of  spirituality”  among  soldiers.  Chaplains  have 
been  concentrating  on  gaining  greater  numbers 
(rf  Christian  soldiers,  the  Korean  Church  News 
said.  As  a  result  of  the  effort,  smne  50  per 
cent  of  stddiers  in  Korean  armies  are  to  be 
Christians. 

Addressing  a  group  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Protes¬ 
tant  editors  attending  a  national  religious  press  con¬ 
vention  in  Bloomington,  Minn,  four  specialists  in 
the  neo-Pentecostal  movement  of  Charismatic  renew¬ 
al  agreed  that  the  recent  spiritual  development  in 
the  world  is  not  a  “peripheral  manifestation”  within 
Christianity  and  that  it  will  “not  go  away”  but  af¬ 
fect  substantially  the  interior  life  of  the  church.  An 
observer  reports  that  the  panelists  ran  into  some 
“sticky”  questions  concerning  the  Pentecostalist 
manifestation  of  “speaking  in  tongues”  and  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  Pentecostal  directions  becoming  “elitist” 
and  “divisive.” 

Eight  issues  of  concern  will  be  presented  for 
examination  during  the  May  23-27  biennial 
meeting  of  American  Baptist  Churches  in  the 
USA.  They  include:  the  nation’s  education  cris¬ 
is,  the  nation’s  health  care  delivery  crisis,  the 
roles  of  women  in  church  and  society,  meeting 
human  needs,  development  of  a  Spanish-speak¬ 
ing  ministry,  development  of  professional 
church  leadership,  proposals  for  U.  S.  govern¬ 
ment  and  American  Baptist  policies  regarding 
Latin  America,  and  proposals  for  solving  the 
Middle  East’s  proUems. 

The  Nat’l.  Council  of  Churches,  representing  32 
Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox  denominations 
with  an  aggregate  membership  of  42  million,  has 
submitted  a  statement  to  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  registering  opposition  to  the  “tax 
credit”  plan  for  providing  tax  aid  to  parochial  and 
private  schools.  The  Committee  is  considering  pro¬ 
posals  to  divert  up  to  $1  billion  annually  to  paro¬ 
chial  and  private  schools  through  tax  credit  tuition 
reimbursements.  The  Council  described  the  tax 
credit  plan  as  a  “dubious  fiscal  device”  which 
would  stimulate  discrimination  along  racial,  cul¬ 
tural,  ethnic,  and  class  lines. 

The  National  CouncU  of  Churches  is  offering 
free  reviews  of  current  films  to  radio  stations 
across  the  country.  Called  “Cinema  {Soimd,” 
the  project  is  carried  out  through  the  NCC’s 
Broadcast  and  Film  Commission  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Lutheran  Council  in  the  USA  and 
the  Episcopal  Church.  The  reviews  which  ac¬ 
cording  to  spokesmen  will  present  a  thoughtful, 
responsMe  Christian  approach  to  today’s  cine¬ 
ma  are  designed  for  use  in  local  news,  between 
programs,  on  disc  jockey  shows  and  as  “kick¬ 
ers”  on  phone-in  formats. 

Twenty-four  representatives  of  18  religious  bodies 
spent  two  days  and  an  evening  at  sea  aboard  the 
USS  Independence,  a  Navy  aircraft  carrier,  to  intro¬ 
duce  them  to  the  “Navy  environment.”  Part  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy’s  Guest  Cruise  program,  the 
cruise  was  designed  to  afford  the  22  clergymen  and 
two  laymen  an  opportunity  to  observe  at  first-hand 
the  operations  of  a  Navy  vessel  engaged  in  full 
operations  at  sea,  and  to  gain  a  better  understanding 
of  the  surroundings  in  which  Navy  chaplains  of  all 
faiths  minister  to  Navy  personnel. 


Since  Key  73  began  in  January,  three  significant 
developments  have  taken  place  under  its  program  of 
evangelism,  according  to  Dr.  Carl  F.  H.  Henry,  one 
of  the  originators  of  the  interdenominational  en¬ 
deavor.  Dr.  Henry  issued  a  statement  reporting  that 
Scripture  distribution,  home  Bible  studies,  and  local 
church  cooperation  have  all  increased  dramatically. 
The  unpredecented  demand  for  Key  73  Scriptures 
prepared  by  the  American  Bible  Society  resulted  in 
a  paper  shortage  the  month  before  Easter;  with  the 
stimulus  of  Key  73  as  an  incentive,  some  50,000 
neighborhood  Bible  study  groups  are  meeting 
throughout  the  country,  and  many  thousands  of 
congregations  have  entered  into  community  coop¬ 
eration  —  “both  trans-denominationally  and  within 
the  same  denomination,”  he  wrote. 

Women  should  assume  particular  tasks  to  help 
the  church  discover  what  it  means  to  be  “in 
Christ,”  Dr.  Cynthia  Wedel  told  a  consultation 
sponsored  by  Garrett  Theological  Seminary  on 
“The  Christi^  Woman,  Reality  and  Risk.”  List¬ 
ing  five  respimribOities  women  should  assume, 
the  immediate  past-president  of  the  Nat’l.  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  said  women  should  study  famr 
ily  life  that  may  be  “(q)pressive  both  to  the  hns- 
bimd  and  die  wife?’  and  “love  men  enough  to 
want  to  be  honest  with  them  —  share  their 
pressures  and  responsibilities.” 

The  Lord’s  Day  Alliance  of  New  Jersey  has  issued 
a  leaflet  entitled:  “Why  does  your  food  cost  so 
much?”  It  states  that  “giant  supermarkets  which 
have  extended  their  hours  of  sale  to  the  Lord’s  Day, 
as  well  as  late  evening  hours,  and  even  24-hour-a- 
day  activity  are  beginning  to  feel  the  economic  pres¬ 
sures  which  could  even  force  some  of  them  out  of 
business.”  It  attributes  the  rise  in  food  costs  to  “ex¬ 
tended  hours  of  sale,  increased  labor  demands,  in¬ 
flation,  price  reductions  to  undersell  competition  and 
the  expense  of  more  and  more  advertising  through 
the  mails,  newspapers,  radio  and  television  to  at¬ 
tract  the  buying  public.”  Suggesting  that  this  may 
be  a  result  of  our  sagging  morality,  the  writer  says 
the  supermarkets  have  helped  to  create  the  situation 
by  their  flagrant  desecration  of  the  Lord’s  Day, 
often  undercutting  the  programs  of  churches. 


Chaplain  John  B.  Erwin  of  the  Cook  County  Jail  in 
Chicago  (right)  accepts  leather-bound,  autographed 
copy  of  “The  Living  Bible”  from  Dr.  Kenneth  N. 
Taylor,  the  man  who  spent  16  years  translating  the 
Book  into  contemporary  language.  The  occasion  of  the 
presentation  was  the  dedication  of  the  Pace  Institute 
Facilities  in  the  Cook  County  Jail.  The  Institute  is 
designed  to  give  volunteer  prisoners  occupational  and 
psychological  training  to  reduce  “repeat”  convictions 
and  sentencing.  Taylor  revealed  at  the  ceremonies 
that  he  is  giving  one-half  million  copies  of  “The  Living 
Bible”  to  jail  and  prison  chaplains  throughout  the 
nation  to  present  to  convicts.  Some  organizations 
place  Bibles  in  jail  cells,  but  the  half-million  Living 
Bibles  are  to  become  the  property  of  the  prisoners,  and 
taken  with  them  upon  their  release.  Chaplain  Erwin  is 
the  founder  of  Pace  Instutite,  which  is  looked  upon  by 
penologists  throughout  the  nation  as  a  model  program 
for  use  in  other  jails  and  prisons. 
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THE  REV.  S.  L.  LANTRIP 

The  Rev.  S.  L.  Lantrip,  82,  of  Ror- 
ien,  died  Friday,  March  16,  in  a 
Many  hospital  following  a  long  illness. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Sunday, 
March  18,  in  the  Prospect  United 
Methodist  Church  with  the  Rev.  Henry 
Pickett  officiating,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Scott.  Burial  was  in  the 
Prospect  Cemetery. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Ruby  Lantrip;  a  son,  Barron  B.  Lan¬ 
trip  of  Magnolia,  Miss.;  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  Doris  Murray  of  Lakewood, 
Colo.;  and  Gay  Lantrip  of  Lake 
Charles;  three  brothers,  W.  W.  Lan¬ 
trip  of  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Virgil  Lan¬ 
trip  of  Shreveport,  and  R.  C.  Lantrip 
of  Marlow,  Okla.;  four  sisters,  Mrs. 


CHRISTIAN  ROCK  FESTIVAL 
Saturday  -  June  2 
Jennings,  Louisiana 
Any  youth  group  that  has  a 
gospel  message  may  participate. 
All  youth  and  adults  are  invited 
to  attend.  For  information  con¬ 
tact  Mrs.  William  Knight,  610  E. 
Plaquemine  or  824-3318. 


Historical  Society 
to  meet  May  30 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  wiU  meet  at 
noon,  Wednesday,  May  30,  in  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  Room  of  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  cafeteria. 

The  luncheon',  meeting  is  the  first 
regular  meeting  of  the  new  Society, 
w&ch  was  organized  in  November, 
1972,  by  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Tour  in  England. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  meeting  will 
be  Dr.  John  H.  Ness,  Jr.,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  Society  will  review 
its  unique  method  of  organization,  elect 
permanent  officers,  and  lay  plans  for 
future  activities. 

Charter  membership  is  still  open, 
^nd  all  interested  Methodists  —  lay 
and  clerical  —  are  invited  to  attend 
fhe  meeting. 

t 

Mattie  Cooke  of  Shreveport,  Mrs. 
Louise  McDonald  of  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla.,  Mrs.  Inez  Robinson  and  Mr$. 
E.  R.  Harrington,  both  of  Comanche, 
Okla.;  and  four  grandchildren. 


THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 


OF  WESLEY’S  ENGLAND 
$499  FROM  SHREVEPORT 


NOVEMBER  9-27,  1973 
FOR  BROCHURE,  WRITE; 


UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR 
P.  0.  BOX  4111 
Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 


ALEXANDRIA: 

BATON  ROUGE; 

HAMMOND: 

LAFAYETTE: 

LAKE  CHARLES: 

MONROE: 

MATCHITOCHES: 

NEW  ORLEANS; 

RUSTON: 

SHREVEPORT; 


Or  contact  your  Tour  District  Director: 

Rev.  Warren  Blakeman,  6130  Pine  Ridge  Rd.,  Alexandria 
Rev.  Wm.  C.  Blakely,  Rt.  1  Box  360,  Baker 
Rev.  W.  R.  Irving,  P.  0.  Box  1143,  Bogalusa 
Rev.  Jerry  A.  Means,  P.  0.  Box  2039,  Lafayette 
Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  401  Ruth  St.,  Sulphur 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie,  411  Sherrouse  Ave.,  Monroe 
Rev.  Edward  0.  Pickens,  P.  0.  Box  812,  Mansfield 
Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen,  1721  S.  Carrollton,  New  Orleans 
Rev.  George  W.  Harkins,  604  Pine,  Springhill 
Rev.  William  E.  Nolan,  3923  Milton,  Shreveport 
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THE  REV.  AND  MRS.  M.  RAY 
Holt,  Sr.,  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Philippines,  were 
in  Monroe  on  Sunday,  May  20,  when 
Mr.  Holt  preached  at  both  morning 
services  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  and  Mr.  Holt 
served  together  at  Crowley  during 
the  years  1961  to  1964,  just  prior 
to  the  time  when  Mr.  Holt  began 
his  service  in  the  Philippines. 


DR.  ROBERT  F.  HARRINGTON, 
Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans 
District,  has  been  elected  to  mem¬ 
bership  on  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Gulfside  Assembly,  Waveland, 
Mississippi.  Gulfside  is  an  agen¬ 
cy  of  the  National  Division,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

YOUTH  OF  SOUTHSIDE  United 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  earned 
over  $200  on  a  recent  car  wash. 
Proceeds  will  help  toward  the 
summer  trip  via  “Blue  Goose” 
(the  church  bus)  to  Tulsa,  Okla.  to 
tour  Oral  Roberts  University,  then 
to  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  to  see  the 
“Passion  Play”.  Mrs.  Dean 
Boozer  is  the  Southside  youth 
worker.  The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is 
pastor. 

DR.  W.  T.  WILFORD,  professor  of 
Economics  and  Finance  at  LSUNO, 
review  “Citizen  Nader”  by 
McCarry  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Book  Club  in  First  Church,  New 
Orleans  on  Sunday,  May  6.  The 
Rev.  Robert  Crichlow  is  pastor  of 
First  Church. 


Honored  Mother’s  Day  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  were  Mrs.  E.  L.  Ingram,  oldest  mother,  and 
Mrs.  Frank  McNatt,  youngest  mother.  Mrs.  Robert 
Hood  and  Mrs.  Allison  Frazier,  at  right,  were  honored 
for  having  the  most  children  present. 


On  Mother’s  Day  the 
Live  Oak  Church  School 
honored  Mrs.  Georgia 
Fairchild  as  the  oldest 
(on  right)and  Mrs.  Janice 
Jones  as  the  youngest 
mother  present. 


MEMBERS  OF  TRINITY  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  voted 
to  sell  the  downtown  church  prop¬ 
erty  to  T.  L.  James  Company  and 
Kilpatrick  Funeral  Homes  for  the 
sale  price  of  $160,000.  This  was 
done  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  which 
John  E.  Maxwell  is  chairman.  The 
Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  the 
Trinity  pastor. 

DR.  DOUGLAS  L.  McGUIRE, 
superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  was  guest  evangelist  at 
Holy  Week  services  at  Bluff  Creek 
United  Methodist  Church.  Attend¬ 
ance  was  excellent  in  spite  of 
terrible  weather.  Special  music 
was  furnished  by  surrounding 
churches.  The  Rev.  Bob  Burgess, 
pastor,  closed  the  week  with 
special  Maundy  Thursday  service. 

THE  SLAUGHTER  YOUTH  Choir 
presented  the  Easter  cantata 
“Risen  Jesus”  by  Lorenz  on 
Friday  evening,  April  20.  Amy 
Townsend  directs  the  choir  and 
Keith  Townsend  is  organist.  The 
Rev.  Bob  Burgess  is  their  pastor. 


First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
(New  Orleans)  Annual  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Men’s  Day  Celebration  will  be 
held  Sunday,  May  27,  10:55  a.m.  in 
the  sanctuary.  Dr.  Charles  P.  Kel¬ 
logg,  Assistant  General  Secretary  - 
General  Board  of  Discipieship  - 
Section  on  Lay  Life  and  Work,  Evans- 
tton.  III.  will  serve  as  speaker.  Spe¬ 
cial  music  for  the  services  will  be 
rendered  by  the  Male  Chorus.  The 
United  Methodist  Men,  Albert  L.  Pul¬ 
ley,  president,  is  sponsoring  the 
the  event.  Allen  L.  Brown  is  pro¬ 
gram  chairperson  and  the  Rev.  Alfred 
L.  Norris,  Pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 


May  27 — Sunday  ...  John  14:16-26 

May  28  . John  16:7-15 

May  29  . . 1  Cor.  2:9-16 

May  30  . 1  Peter  2:9-17 

May  31  . Acts  1:1-11 

June  1  . Acts  7:54-60 

June  2  .  . Heb.  9:23-28 

June  3 — Sunday  . Acts  2:22-36 


Mrs.  Charley  Rougeau,  president  of 
United  Methodist  Women  at  Horseshoe 
Drive  in  Alexandria,  holds  one  of  the 
giant  crayfish  being  prepared  for  the 
May  Crayfish  Boil.  In  the  back¬ 
ground  is  her  husband  who  donated 
500  lbs.  to  the  UMW  project.  The 
Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is  the  pastor. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  JENNINGS,  was 
host  to  a  group  from  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  McNeese  State 
University,  Lake  Charles,  on 
Sunday  morning.  May  6.  The  Rev. 
Robert  E.  Townsend,  Foundation 
director,  brought  the  message.  The 
Rev.  Eskel  L.  Tatum  was  host 
pastor. 


AT  LEFT: 

The  Rev.  Myron  Pearce,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Till¬ 
man  Brown  display  Electric  Ovens  given  them  at  a 
covered  dish  supper  honoring  them  on  their  retire¬ 
ment.  Attending  the  event  were  ministers  and  wives 
of  the  Ruston  District. 

AT  RIGHT: 

Ministers  and  wives  in  the  Lake  Charles  District 
honored  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Rex  Squyres  upon  their 
retirement  with  a  dinner  at  which  time  a  silver  tray 
was  presented  to  them.  In  the  picture  are,  left  to 
right:  the  Rev.  Rex  Squyres,  the  Rev.  Raymond 

Crofoot,  who  made  the  presentation,  Mrs.  Squyres, 
and  Mrs.  George  Pearce,  Parsonette  president. 

AT  LEFT: 

Two  workshops  for  vacation  church  school  workers 
were  held  in  the  Lake  Charles  District,  one  at 
Welsh,  May  1,  with  the  Rev.  Ira  Robinson,  host 
pastor,  and  at  Oak  Park,  Lake  Charles,  May  3,  with 
the  Rev.  Deen  Thompson,  host.  Teachers  leading 
the  workshops  were:  Mrs.  H.  E.  Powell,  at  left, 
Mrs.  Tom  Crosby,  district  coordinator,  Mrs.  Joe 
Rice,  Miss  Marjorie  Landshio,  and  Mrs.  John  Nelson 
(not  shown). 

AT  RIGHT:  ,  ^  ^  r. 

The  Bethel  Church  Homecoming  featured  the  Rev. 
Ray  Holt,  missionary  to  the  Philippines,  as  speaker. 
Participants  on  the  program  are  shown.  From  left, 
front  row  are:  Mrs.  Soloma  Chisholm,  Mrs.  Lon  Law, 
Mrs.  Charles  Johnson,  and  Mrs.  Lamar  Williams. 
Second  row:  Dan  Spears,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holt,  and  the 
Rev.  L.  G.  Wilson,  host  pastor. 
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District  women  tour  New  Orleans'  missions 


SLIDELL  WOMEN  ORGANIZE 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Marcus  L.  Burks, 
chairman  of  Missionary  Education,  re¬ 
cently  made  a  mission  tour  to  the  New 
Orleans  area. 

The  first  visit  was  to  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  which  is  in  a  period 
of  transition,  pending  conference  ap¬ 
proval,  from  a  home  for  unwed  moth¬ 
ers  and  an  adoption  agency  to  an 
emergency  receiving  and  caring  unit 
for  abused,  deserted  or  neglected 
youth.  In  the  absence  of  Rev.  Jack  H. 
Midyett,  superintendent.  Miss  Mar¬ 
guerite  Walls,  social  work  secretary, 
conducted  the  tour. 

Peoples  United  Methodist  Center  on 
Simon  Bolivar  Avenue  was  the  next 
stop.  The  Rev.  William  London,  Jr. 
is  the  director  of  the  Center  located 
in  an  area  known  as  Central  City, 
which  is  the  largest  disadvantaged  and 
most  densely  populated  in  the  city.  The 
Day  Care  Program,  with  a  year  around 
enrollment  of  200,  was  seen  in  opera¬ 
tion.  Other  activities  are  provided  for 
approximately  350  teenagers  and 
adults  such  as  classes  in  sewing  and 
nutrition;  civic,  social  and  community 
meetings;  workshops  and  institutes; 
and  Young  Marrieds  and  Child-Teach¬ 
er  Groups.  The  tour  group  lunched  at 
this  location. 

The  final  visit  was  to  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center  on  N.  Rampart 
Street.  St,  Mark’s  serves  as  a  meeting 
place  for  many  groups  in  the  commun¬ 
ity,  and  a  recreational  facility  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  young  people.  It  houses  the 
Gateway  School  and  a  Reader’s  Pro¬ 
gram.  At  Mardi  Gras,  thousands  of 
young  visitors  are  provided  emergency 
services.  David  Billings,  assistant  di¬ 
rector,  stated  that  the  institution  is 
channeling  energies  of  diverse  indivi¬ 
duals  toward  better  lives,  self-deter¬ 
mination,  neighborhood  improvement 
and  dignity.  The  camp  near  Covington 
provides  healthy  physical,  psychologi¬ 
cal  and  social  experiences  for  200  in¬ 
ner-city  children  each  year.  Certain 
household  product  coupons  are  still 
helpful  toward  meeting  this  need. 

Fifty  people  made  the  tour  repre¬ 
senting  15  churches  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  area.  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock  is 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  president, 
t 


When  women  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  were  on  a  mission  tour 
of  the  New  Orleans  area,  they  visited  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
where  Miss  Marguerite  Walls,  above,  explained  former  services 
and  the  proposed  new  plan. 


Left  to  right:  Mrs.  Marcus  L.  Burks, 
chairman  of  Missionary  Education 
and  tour  director;  the  Rev.  William 
London,  director.  Peoples  United 
Methodist  Center;  Mrs.  Walter  H. 
Brock,  Baton  Rouge  District  presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  Steve  Russ  ond  Mrs.  M. 
W.  Kirkpatrick. 


Children  in  Peoples’  Day 
Care  Program  relax  at 
rest  period. 


AT  LEFT: 

David  Billings,  Assistant 
Director,  St.  Mark's,  tells 
of  its  services. 

AT  RIGHT: 

Students  rehearse  for 
play.  Gateway  School, 
St.  Mark’s. 


“An  Evening  for  United  Methodist 
Mothers  and  Daughters”  was  celebra¬ 
ted  at  First  Church,  Slidell  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  May  10.  The  Steering/Planning 
Committee  planned  the  event  —  hop¬ 
ing  to  provide  an  informal  introduc¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodist  Women  to 
the  women  of  its  church.  Invitations 
were  made  from  the  pulpit  each  Sun¬ 
day  two  weeks  before  May  10.  The 
Committee  was  over-whelmed  when 
110  ladies  signed  the  Guest  Register 
that  evening! 

A  trio  made  up  of  Jane  Halley,  Jo- 
Ann  Skinner,  and  Lois  Hass  sang  a 
medley  beginning  with  a  parody  to  the 
music  of  “Hello,  Dolly”.  Helen  Rugan 
told  the  story  of  “A  Little  Parable 
for  Mothers”  and  The  Ding-A-Ling 
Sisters  presented  several  numbers  on 
the  Handbells. 

Master  of  Ceremonies  for  the  eve¬ 
ning  was  Vera  Packer.  She  invited  sev¬ 
eral  ladies  in  the  gathering  to  join  her 
in  a  dialogue  in  which  they  discussed 
hopes  and  fears  and  dreams  and  anx¬ 
ieties  of  UMW.  The  climax  of  the  eve¬ 
ning  occurred  as  a  member  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  a  member  of  the  Guild  and  a 
member-at-large  simultaneously  lit  a 
candle  on  the  worship  center  from  can¬ 
dles  they  were  carrying.  Marcia  Wil¬ 
liams,  a  member  of  the  Catholic  com¬ 
munity  in  Slidell,  played  and  sang  at 
her  guitar  during  this  quiet  mcment. 
All  mothers  and  daughters  present  felt 
that  UMW  can  become  a  reality  for 
them  as  they  observed  this  one  candle 
burning  bristly. 

t 

NEWS  and  NOTES 

NORTH  HIGHLANDS  WSCS  mem¬ 
bers  heard  the  Rev,  George  Har¬ 
kins,  former  pastor,  give  a  slide- 
lecture  May  1  about  his  recent 
trip  to  the  Holy  Land. 

WAYOUT  CENTER  was  the  sub¬ 
ject  when  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Burns 
spoke  to  women  in  First  Church, 
Ifouma,  May  1. 

MRS.  GENE  ANDERSON  gave  the 
WSCS  program  in  Lake  Charles’ 
First  Church,  May  3.  Her  subject 
was  “Strategizing  for  Volatile 
Mission  Issues”. 


Hostess  Group  at  Peoples  Center  with  Mrs.  Burks. 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Covington 
Church  held  a  special  Tenebrae 
service  of  Holy  Communion  in  April. 
Leaders  for  the  program  were:  Betty 
Weetman,  Ann  Graham,  and  Alice 
Payne.  Laura  Owens  is  president  of 
the  local  group.  The  worship  setting 
for  the  event  is  shown. 


Thibodaux  United  Methodist  Women  held  a  Friend¬ 
ship  Tea  at  the  parsonage  recently.  Officials  shown 
above  are,  from  left,  front  row:  Mrs.  Jack  Miles, 
vice  president;  Mrs.  Floyd  Garrett,  secretary;  Mrs. 
Gary  Newchurch,  president;  and  Mrs.  Lael  Jones, 
hostess.  Back  row:  Mrs.  Leonard  Hunter,  nomina¬ 
tions  and  Mrs.  Pearl  Antill,  treasurer. 
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SuKd^  ScAaat 

LESSON  FOR  JUNE  3;  Why  Have  Law?  by  Dr.  James  Workman 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Exodus  20:1-2; 
Deuteronomy  5:32-6:3;  Psalm  119:97-104; 
Matthew  5:17;  Mark  12:13-17. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Love  does  no  wrong  to  a 
neighbor;  therefore  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
law.  (Romans  13:10) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  guide  our  decisions  of 
right  and  wrong,  with  the  help  of  God’s  cove¬ 
nant  with  Israel  in  the  first  “law  of  Moses,” 
and  its  meanings,  from  the  Exodus,  through 
the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

*  *  * 


This  first  lesson,  “Why  Have  Law?”,  is  the  first 
in  the  series  of  13  lessons  in  the  unit  (through  Aug¬ 
ust)  on  “Guidelines  for  the  Disciplined  Life.”  The 
unit  considers  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  great 
comrnandment,  and  two  closing  lessons  relating  to 
the  disc  ined  person,  and  redemptive  love  in  ac¬ 
tion.  This  unit  follows  the  last  quarter’s  unit  in  our 
human  situation,  Christian  redemption,  and  the 
Christian  life. 

We  will  be  much  in  debt  to  the  editors  of  our 
Adult  Bible  Studies,  and  to  Bishop  Edward  L.  Tul- 
lis,  of  Columbia,  S.  Car.,  for  their  guidance  in  the 
meanings  of  these  disciplines.  We  all  are  deeply 
fateful  for  the  inspiring  guidance  of  Bishop  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Martin  in  last  quarter’s  Sunday  School  les¬ 
sons  in  the  Arkansas  Methodist.  It  is  no  small  min¬ 
istry  that  becomes  my  lot  in  such  a  spiritual  suc¬ 
cession,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Arkansas  Methodist 
editorial  staff.  In  the  words  of  the  Rev.  John  P. 
Gilbert,  of  our  General  Board  of  Education  staff, 
“Any  insight,  that  is  a  disclosure  from  Scripture, 
illuminated  by  tradition,  realized  in  experience,  and 
confirmed  by  reason,  is  as  fully  authoritative  as  men 
may  hope  for  in  this  life.”  It  is  to  this  continuing 
goal  that  we  venture  God’s  laws  for  man. 

*  *  * 

CHRISTIANS  ARE  CONCERNED 

Our  search  for  right  and  wrong  is  seen  in  an 
experience  Bishop  Tullis  relates.  A  college  student, 
reared  in  a  Christian  home,  active  in  church  work, 
and  starting  college  in  his  home  town  community 
college,  moved  to  an  out-of-town  campus  where  he 
could  make  his  own  decisions  in  a  different  atmos¬ 
phere.  One  problem  facing  him  was  living  in  an 
apartment  with  other  students,  since  there  was  not 
dormitory  space.  Two  other  students  were  consid¬ 
ering,  with  him,  the  possibility  of  including  two 
women  students  in  their  apartment.  There  was  room 
enough  and  the  girls  could  help  with  the  meals.  It 
could  be  cheaper.  It  was  a  common  student  prac¬ 
tice.  “Do  you  think  this  is  the  right  thing  to  do?” 
He  struggled  to  make  a  moral  decision.  The  Bible, 
conscience,  the  church’s  teaching,  and  the  “situation 
ethics”  were  discussed.  His  roommates  apparently 
were  not  conscientiously  concerned.  But  his  grow¬ 
ing  personal  faith  in  God,  and  the  spirit  of  God’s 
commandments,  human  relations,  personal  integrity, 
and  obedience  to  God  in  decision  making,  led  him 
to  decide  against  the  suggested  plan.  It  was  his  de¬ 
cision  for  “life  at  it’s  best”  as  a  Christian. 

♦  *  ♦ 

WHY  DO  WE  HAVE  LAW? 

Law  is  written  into  life  in  God’s  creative  care. 
There  is  a  law  of  breathing  that  begins  at  birth.  “It 
is  a  matter  of  life  and  breath.”  There  are  laws  of 
identifying  death,  when  all  vital  signs  no  longer  ap¬ 
pear.  Laws  of  feeding  and  nutrition,  sleeping  and 
waking,  walking  and  resting,  and  our  whole  habit  of 
living  are  guided  by  laws.  Homes  have  laws  for 
locks  and  keys.  Schools  have  laws  for  attendance 
and  holidays.  Government  has  laws  and  these  come 
from  the  source  of  law  in  creation’s  orders  from 
God.  The  Ten  Commandments  sum  up  the  earliest 
laws  of  the  Bible.  Law  is  everywhere!  The  disci¬ 
plines  of  life  are  the  laws  of  God.  One  can  be  a 

slave  of  law  or  a  free  person  by  law. 

*  *  * 

GOD’S  COVENANT  WITH  ISRAEL  IN  LAW 

The  Ten  Commandments  are  introduced  to  the 
children  of  Israel  in  the  flight  from  bondage  in 
Egypt  to  freedom  through  Sinai,  God’s  laws  show 
how  He  liberates  his  people  from  slavery  into  liber- 
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ty.  God  brought  the  Israelites  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt  to  live  in  freedom  by  obeying  his  laws.  When 
Israel  entered  into  freedom  from  bondage  by  God’s 
care,  they  saw  the  revelation  of  the  nature  and  char¬ 
acter  of  God  himself.  God  led  his  people  into  the 
agreement,  the  covenant  of  faith  and  obedience. 
Their  obedience  would  always  be  met  with  God’s 
presence  to  guide  and  care  for  them.  When  they 
did  not  obey  him  they  lost  his  care.  They  “broke 
the  commandments,”  through  their  disobedience.  He 
alone  could  be  their  one  true  God,  by  right  of  crea¬ 
tion,  and  providence.  His  faithful  people  respond  to 
his  faithfulness  by  obeying  his  rules  for  life.  The 
Christian  fulfills  this  obedience  through  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  He  came  not  to  destroy  the  law 
or  the  prophets  but  to  “make  their  teachings  come 
true.” 

The  daily  Bible  readings  for  the  week:  God’s 
speaking  in  the  law  (Deuteronomy  5:1-27);  the  love 
of  the  law  by  the  Psalmist  (Psalm  19;7-14);  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  law  to  civil  state  taxes;  and  to  God’s 
will  (Mark  12:13-17);  respect  for  civil  rulers  (Rom¬ 
ans  13:1-7);  and  understanding  the  way  of  life  (Psalm 
119:97-104);  enlarge  our  understanding  of  the  Ten 

Commandments  in  their  biblical  observance. 

*  *  * 

THE  PSALMS  TELL  OF  GOD’S  LAW 

The  law  of  God  is  praised  in  two  Psalmsi  espec¬ 
ially  19  and  119.  Psalm  19:7-14  sings  of  the  perfect 
law  of  the  Lord,  which  converts,  restores  the  soul. 
His  works  are  “verity  and  justice.”  God’s  testimony 
is  “sure.”  It  makes  the  simple  wise.  God’s  laws  are 
“right.”  They  “rejoice”  the  heart.  “The  command¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord  is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes.” 
To  fear  God  is  clean,  enduring  forever,  true  and 
righteous  altogether.  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  to  be 
desired  more  than  gold.  To  taste  the  Lord  is  sweet¬ 
er  than  fresh  honey  droppings  of  the  honeycomb. 
The  law  warns  God’s  servants.  There  is  great  re¬ 
ward  in  keeping  God’s  laws. 

Psalm  119:97-104,  proclaims  the  love  of  the  law 
of  God.  This  Psalm  is  the  longest  chapter  in  the 
book  of  Psalms,  It  uses  each  letter  of  the  Hebrew 
alphabet  to  keynote  the  primacy  of  God’s  law.  The 
psalmist  speaks  to  the  Lord  about  his  love  of  God’s 
law.  He  makes  it  the  center  of  his  meditation  day 
and  night.  He  is  vriser  through  it  than  his  enemies 
who  are  ever  with  him.  The  psalmist  knows  the  law 
and  is  thereby  “more  understanding”  than  his  teach¬ 
ers,  the  Rabbis.  God’s  testimonies  are  the  focus  of 
his  meditation,  God’s  law  increases  his  understand¬ 
ing  more  than  the  ancient  teachers,  for  he  keeps  the 
law  in  his  behaviour.  He  kept  God’s  law  at  the  price 
of  not  walking  in  evil  ways.  The  law  helps  him  not 
to  “walk  in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly,  nor  stand  in 
the  way  of  sinners,  nor  sit  in  the  seat  of  the  scorn¬ 
ful,  for  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  discipline  of  understanding  God’s  law 
the  psalmist  hates  every  evil  way. 

=1=  *  * 

LOVE  OF  LAW 

Bishop  Tullis  quotes  a  Lutheran  minister  in  Glen 
Rock,  N.  J.,  who  writes  on  “The  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  and  You”  (Fortress  Press):  “On  first  reading, 
‘O  how  I  love  thy  law!’  such  a  phrase  sounds  like 
pious  nonsense.  Nobody  loves  the  law.  The  law  is 
to  be  obeyed,  not  loved.  We  would  think  a  person 
unbalanced  to  be  so  enamored  of  the  law  as  to  spend 
all  his  waking  time  thinking  about  it.  This  is  be¬ 
cause  we  associate  the  law  with  human  rules  and 
regulations  which  are  never  especially  loveable.  But 
if  God  himself  is  hidden  in  the  law,  then  the  law 
can  be  loved  because  it  is  a  picture,  not  of  man, 
either  as  he  is  or  ought  to  be,  but  of  God,  both 
what  He  does  and  what  He  promises  to  do.” 

In  his  law  God  promises  salvation,  which  is  the 
basis  of  hope.  The  law  promises,  peace,  joy,  and 
freedom.  No  wonder  he  says  over  and  over  again 
how  he  delights  in  the  law  of  the  Lord.  The  Chris¬ 
tian’s  faith  in  Christ,  and  walk  in  his  way,  keeps  this 
beautiful  and  delightful  fellowship  in  God’s  new 
covenant,  new  commandment  relationship.  Later, 
near  the  last  of  this  unit’s  series,  we  will  study  in 
detail  the  meaning  of  Christ’s  new  commandment. 

It  is  but  the  fulfilling  of  the  old  law,  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments. 

*  ♦  * 


GOD’S  LAW  OF  LOVE 

God’s  law  of  love  is  for  Himself,  for  the  self  of 
God's  child,  and  for  every  child  of  God.  This  is 
seen  in  Jesus,  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life  of 
God's  law  in  human  life.  The  human  revealed  God¬ 
likeness,  and  Godlikeness  revealed  human  life  in 
,  God’s  creative  purpose  fulfilled.  Martin  Luther 
called  John  3:16,  the  little  gospel.  Enough  of  God's 
revelation  is  in  it,  even  if  the  rest  of  holy  scripture 
were  destroyed.  This  little  gospel  has  the  truth  to 
save  the  world  from  death  to  life  eternal. 

Jesus’  own  Jewish  nation  has  overemphasized  the 
letter  of  the  law  to  make  it  into  such  impossible 
detail  to  fulfill,  that  it  became  an  intolerable  burden 
for  daily  life.  The  Apostle  Paul  called  the  law  a 
schoolmaster  to  bring  us  to  Christ;  and  John  records, 
in  his  Gospel  (8:36)  “If  the  Son  therefore  shall  make 
you  free,  ye  shall  be  free  indeed.” 

THE  NEED  FOR^GOD’S  LAW  TODAY 

The^  disciplines  of  life  needed  today  are  sug¬ 
gested  in  the  Ten  Commandments.  To  ignore  or 
violate  these  brings  life  into  undisciplined  tragedy 
after  tragedy.  Our  nation’s  number  one  illness,  men¬ 
tal  sickness,  cries  out  for  the  health  of  God’s  values 
for  abundant  living.  War,  violent  revolutions,  fam¬ 
ily  breakdown,  insecurity  in  marriage,  plague,  disas¬ 
ters  of  natural  moment,  and  personal  insecurity  cry 
out  for  the  healing  of  Christ’s  seamless  dress  of 
life  at  its  best.  God’s  law  “provides  wisdom,  un- 
derstanding  and  insight,  which  exceed  mere  know¬ 
ledge.”  Dean  Brown,  a  generation-  past,  said  our 

universities  ought  to  give  a  new  degree  —  PUG _ 

pure  unadulterated  goodness!  Only  God’s  law  can 
generate  this  way  of  life. 

*  *  * 

SUMMARY  AND  QUESTIONS 

God  chose  the  Israelites  for  his  people,  to  whom 
he  would  give  his  law.  The  Deuteronomy  and  Exo¬ 
dus  passages  of  scripture  record  this.  Why  did  God 
choose  them  above  all  other  peoples  living  them? 
Are  God’s  commandments  out  of  date  for  value  to¬ 
day?  How  deal  with  crime  in  the  streets,  crime  in 
high  places,  deaths  by  accident,  in  homes,  highways, 
and  seas,  without  God’s  commandments?  God  has' 
kept  his  covenant;  Man  violates  it  today! 

John  D.  Humphrey,  of  our  general  secretarial 
staff  of  the  Division  of  Higher  Education  challenges 
us  with  the  “Main  Question”:  “The  crisis  of  authority 
in  our  age  has  resulted  from  the  questioning  or  out¬ 
right  rejection  of  accepted  values.  Some  persons  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  good  to  violate  law.  Others  feel  that  ail 
laws  must  be  as  final  authority,  under  all  condi¬ 
tions.  We  need  to  add  to  our  understanding  of  the 
origin  of  law  and  the  need  for  divine  law,  our  per¬ 
sonal  and  group  dedication  of  our  lives,  to  live  above 
and  beyond  the  law  in  the  Spirit  Christ  has  given 
in  the  church.” 

United  Methodist  Book,  of  Discipline  —  1972 

Article  XXIII,  page  59,  gives  our  church’s  di¬ 
rection  “Of  Rulers  of  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica.”  Social  Principles,”  page  94,  deals  specifically 
with  civil  obedience  and  civil  disobedience.  Discus¬ 
sion  of  this  word  of  our  church  may  challenge  us 
to  realize  the  contemporary  relevance  of  God’s  law. 

:i(  4:  sk 

CHRIST  IS  OUR  HOPE  IN  THE  LIVING  GOD; 

GOD’S  LAW— ECUMENICAL  BOND 

All  of  the  Judeo-Christian  churches,  historically 
and  now,  revere  and  build  upon  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments.  Samaritans,  Greek  Orthodox,  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic,  and  all  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Christian 
churches  base  their  historical  beliefs  upon  them. 
These  laws  come  from  God,  the  “I  AM  THAT  I 
AM,”  (Exodus  3:14)  who  sent  Moses,  Jesus,  Paul, 
Johii,  and  you  and  me  to  live  his  law  in  Christ’s 
Spirit,  holy  and  undefiled  in  discipline  as  his  dis¬ 
ciples. 

*  »  * 

AIDS  TO  TEACH  AND  LEARN  . 

Learn  by  heart  and  repeat  often  the  memory 
selection,  Romans  13:10,  in  the  King  James  Ver¬ 
sion,  which  varies  from  the  above  printed  text.  Read 
the  hymn  number  30,  in  the  hymnal,  and  Hebrew 
tune  derived  from  Yigdal.  Visit  Lutheran,  Jewish, 
and/or  Catholic,  Greek  or  Roman  churches  and  see 
the  Ten  Commandments  depicted  in  art  windows  and 
carved  statuary.  Talk  with  ministers  of  these 
churches  about  their  use  of  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments.  Learn  the  Ten  Commandments  by  heart.  See 
and  display  Dr.  Weaver’s  “Moses  and  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments”  (In  Adult  Leader).  Next  Sunday,  Com¬ 
mandment  Two,  “God  is  Supreme.” 
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Let  the 

vox  populi 

be  heard 

(In  response  to  numerous  expressions  of  concern  which 
have  come  to  the  editor’s  desk  in  recent  months  deploring 
the  pornographic  nature  of  many  televised  programs,  we 
present  the  following  information  assembled  by  Imogene 
Knox  in  the  hope  that  positive  action  on  the  part  of  our 
readers  will  help  to  overcome  this  growing  menace  to  our 
youth  and  to  society  in  general) 


Dr,  Harry  Spencer 
to  retire 
from  TRAFCO 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  Dr. 
Harry  C.  Spencer,  a  leader  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  and  ecumenical  com¬ 
munications  field  for  more  than  21 
years,  will  retire  October  1  as  assoc¬ 
iate  executive  secretary  of  TRAFCO, 
the  television,  radio,  and  film  com¬ 
munications  unit  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Communications. 

Dr.  Spencer,  68,  has  headed  the 
Television,  Radio,  and  Film  Com¬ 
munications  unit  of  the  denomination 
since  it  was  founded  in  1952  as  the 
Methodist  Broadcasting  and  Film 
Commission. 

During  this  period,  he  has  directed 
the  work  of  TRAFCO  which  grew 
from  a  staff  of  two  persons  to  its  pre¬ 
sent  number  of  40,  with  offices  in 
Nashville,  New  York,  and  Dayton, 
Ohio.  He  has  also  served  as  executive 
producer  of  numerous  nationally-dis¬ 
tributed  television,  radio,  and  film 
works. 

He  was  recently  awarded  the 
“Claremont  Award  for  Excellence  in 
the  Arts  of  Communication”  by  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Calif. 

A  ministerial  member  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  Conference,  Dr.  Spencer 
was  ordained  in  The  Methodist  Church 
in  1931.  He  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Washington  Heights  and  Portage  Park 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  Chicago 
before  joining  the  staff  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  in  1935  where  he  served 
until  1952  when  he  became  executive 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  Radio  and 
Film  Commission. 

In  1957  he  served  a  one-year  term 
as  president  of  the  Council  of  Secre¬ 
taries  of  The  Methodist  Church. 
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ILIFF  STUDENT  TO  INTERN 
IN  FILMMAKING  PROGRAM 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMU  —  Clif¬ 
ford  G.  Asay,  a  student  at  Iliff  School 
of  Theology,  Denver,  will  spend  the 
summer  months  in  Nashville  as  an  in¬ 
tern  in  a  new  Young  Filmmakers 
Program,  being  introduced  by  the  Div¬ 
ision  of  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Communications  (TRAFCO),  a  part  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications. 


Television  networks  and  stations  are 
in  need  of  letters — thousands  of  letters 
from  viewers.  They  should  be  written 
in  praise  of  good  programs  as  well  as 
in  disapproval  of  objectional  programs. 
The  extremely  good  and  extremely  in¬ 
appropriate  programs  for  home  view¬ 
ing  are  becoming  more  prevalent.  The 
public  can  have  a  voice  and  that  voice 
is  heeded  when  strong  enough. 

Since  last  fall  there  has  been  a  tre¬ 
mendous  letter-writing  campaign,  urged 
by  churches,  to  the  CBS  Network  ob¬ 
jecting  to  what  many  church  bulletins 
claim  is  “their  decision  to  show  X-rated 
movies  on  television”.  CBS  officials 
have  repeatedly  said  on  television  and 
in  newspapers  that  this  is  an  erroneous 
report. 

A  recent  communication  (dated 
Mar.  15)  from  Robert  D.  Wood,  pres¬ 
ident  of  CBS  Television  Network, 
states:  “The  CBS  television  network 
has  no  intention  of  broadcasting  ,X- 
rated  movies,  further,  there  are  no  X- 
rated  movies  in  our  feature  film  library, 
nor  do  we  contemplate  the  acquisition 
of  any  X-rated  movies.  In  the  interest 
of  justice  and  accuracy  it  would  be  ap¬ 
preciated  if  you  would  enlighten  those 
by  whom  you  were  misinformed.” 

Such  may  be  literally  true,  —  but 
although  the  networks  sanctimoniously 
claim  that  they  do  not  show  porno¬ 
graphic  X-rated  films,  they  should  be 
made  to  realize)  that  so-called  adult 
movies  (rated  as  “R”)  are  inapprop¬ 
riate  for  home  viewing. 

A  case  in  point  is  the  recent  show¬ 
ing  of  “The  Lie”  at  prime  time  (8 
p.m.  C.D.T.)  by  CBS.  The  late  movie 
the  same  night  was  similar.  Both 
showed  adulterous  couples  in  bed.  A 
critic  described  it  as  “discreet  nudity.” 
This  means  that  the  obviously  nude 
couple  was  almost  covered  by  a  sheet. 
An  X-rated  movie  would  not  have 
bothered  with  the  sheet. 

Only  two  local  stations  in  the  na¬ 
tion  refused  to  show  “The  Lie.” 
Granted,  it  was  well  done.  Most  of  the 
Ingmar  Bergman  written  and  directed 
movies  are  well  done.  But  they  should 
not  be  shown  in  homes. 

One  network  did  recently  cancel  a 
program  when  more  than  half  of  the 
local  stations  cancelled.  So  our  letters 
should  go  to  local  stations  as  well  as 
to  networks.  We  do  not  always  know 
what  to  expect  in  advance  (who  has 
time  to  read  all  the  TV  columns?),  but 
if  we  let  networks  know  our  stand,  we 
can  influence  in  advance  their  decisions 
on  types  of  programs  to  schedule. 

One  of  the  objectional  features  of 


television  is  the  clip  from  a  horror  or 
sexy  film  to  be  shown  in  a  local  thea¬ 
ter.  Sometimes  they  are  so  brutal  or 
obscene  that  if  the  movie  were  to  be 
shown  on  TV,  those  scenes  would  be 
deleted. 

A  recent  complaint  to  Ann  Landers 
was  by  a  mother  who  took  her  chil¬ 
dren  to  the  theater  to  see  a  G-rated 
(family)  picture.  The  movie  was  whole¬ 
some,  but  prevues  of  coming  features 
were  obscene  and  embarrassing.  She 
protested  to  the  theater  manager,  who 
claimed  he  had  no  control  over  the 
ads.  The  Landers’ reply  was  that  every 
theater  owner  does  have  a  choice — 
that  prevues  are  sent  with  green  labels 
or  blue  labels.  She  didn’t  designate 
which  was  preferable,  but  parents  can 
let  a  theater  manager  know  that  they 
expect  him  to  use  discretion.  TV  clips 
advertising  movies  are  often  inapprop¬ 
riate.  Scenes  from  horror  movies  do 
actually  cause  children  to  have  night¬ 
mares. 

Keep  a  supply  of  postcards  conven¬ 
ient  and  mail  frequently  to  local  sta¬ 
tions  and  theaters,  and  to  networks  and 
sponsors  who  advertise.  The  network 
addresses  are  given  below.  Clip  them 
and  keep  with  the  cards.  An  indivi¬ 
dual  note  is  better  than  a  form  letter. 
Even  more  influential  is  a  letter  from 
a  group,  club,  or  class  and  signed  by 
class  members.  Public  opinion  should 
be  asserted  in  moral  matters  as  well 
as  in  politics.  A  public  opinion  con¬ 
trol  of  morals  may  prevent  censorship 
or  legal  control  of  morals. 

By  all  means,  letters  or  cards  of  ap¬ 
proval  for  programs  which  are  good 
should  be  sent.  An  exceptionally  fine 
recent  series  has  been  “America”  by 
Britisher  Alistair  Cooke. 

Network  correspondence  should  be 
mailed  to  the  following: 

Robert  Wood,  CBS-TV,  51  W.  52nd 
St.,  New  York.  N.  Y.  10019; 

Don  Durgin,  NBC-TV,  30  Rocke¬ 
feller  Plaza,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10020; 

James  E.  Duffy,  ABC-TV,  1330 
Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York, 
N.  Y.  10019. 

Louisiana  has  an  organization  con¬ 
cerned  with  such  matters.  The  mailing 
address  is:  Morality  in  Media  of  La., 
Inc.,  Box  8089,  New  Orleans,  La. 
70122.  This  group  also  urges  citizens 
to  write  U,  A.  Attorney  Gerald  Gall- 
inghouse,  Justice  Dept.,  500  St.  Louis 
St.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70130;  and  At¬ 
torney  General  William  Guste,  State 
Capitol,  P.  O.  Box  44005,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70804. 


WHERE  DO  I  LIVE? 

By  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

One  of  life’s  most  valuable 
tests  is  in  the  questions  we  ask. 
The  answers  are  important,  but 
questions  precede  answers. 

The  Bible’s  characters  have 
asked  big  questions.  Some  of 
them  are  these:  “Where  did  I 
come  from?,”  “Where  do  I  live?” 
and  “Where  am  I  going?”  These 
inquiries  underlie  the  quest  of 
philosophy,  morals,  and  religion. 

“Where  do  I  live?”  It’s  a  mis¬ 
take  to  live  on  “Easy  Street.”  So 
many  of  us  are  trying  to  get  by 
in  life  by  looking  for  the  easy 
jobs. 

It’s  wonderful  to  live  on  the 
“Straight  and  Narrow  Way,” 
about  which  Jesus  taught  so 
helpfully. 

Wise  people  learn  to  dwell  on 
“Thanksgiving  Avenue,”  and 
daily  give  God  their  hearty 
thanks  for  life’s  blessings. 

Thinking  persons  will  avoid 
spending  much  time  near  “Grum¬ 
ble  Comer.”  It  brings  pessimism 
and  despondency. 

I  want  to  live  in  the  “House 
by  the  Side  of  the  Road,”  where 
I  can  be  a  help  to  passing  hum¬ 
anity. 

To  live  triumphantly  one  must 
live,  not  near  a  church  building, 
but  in  the  fellowship  of  the 
church.  It  is  here  that  one  will 
most  likely  discover  what  life  is 
all  about. 
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MULTI-TALENTED 
CHURCHMAN  SOUGHT  FOR 
TOP  COMMUNICATIONS  POST 

Atlanta,  Ga.  —  A  man  who  is 
knowledgeable  in  the  fields  of  mod¬ 
em  communications  and  religion,  ad¬ 
ministration  and  finance,  is  the  object 
of  a  search  by  the  committee  seeking 
a  new  president  for  the  Protestant  Ra¬ 
dio  and  TV  Center. 

“We’re  searching  for  the  right  man 
to  succeed  Dr.  Ernest  J.  Arnold  who 
has  resigned  effective  July  31,  1973,” 
said  Jack  Oetgen,  Lutheran  layman 
and  Atlanta  insurance  executive  who 
is  chairman  of  the  tmstees’  personnel 
committee. 

“We  want  a  man  who  can  uphold 
the  reputation  for  excellence,  innova¬ 
tion  and  inspiration  begun  by  the  first 
president  of  the  Center,  the  late  Dr. 
John  M.  Alexander,  and  continued  by 
Dr.  Arnold,”  said  Oetgen. 

Other  trustees  appointed  to  the  per¬ 
sonnel  committee  are:  Jim  Axel,  Luth¬ 
eran  layman  and  news  editor  for  WA- 
GA-TV,  Atlanta’s  Channel  5;  Dr. 
Hubert  Vance  Taylor,  Presb^erian 
professor  at  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary,  Decatur,  Ga.;  Dr.  Worth 
McDougald,  Presbyterian  layman  and 
University  of  Georgia  professor  in 
broadcasting;  and  Paul  Webb,  Jr., 
Methodist  layman  and  Atlanta  attor¬ 
ney. 

Inquiries  regarding  this  position 
should  be  addressed  to  Jack  Oetgen  in 
care  of  the  Protestant  Radio  and  TV 
Center,  Inc.,  1727  Clifton  Road,  N. 
E.,  AUanta,  Ga.  30329. 
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First  in  series  of  consultations 
focuses  on  peace/self-development 


Denomination’s  treasurer  stresses  need 
for  fiscal  and  programing  accountability 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  —  The 
Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  the  Self- 
Develc^ment  of  Peoples,  a  call  to  the 
church  prepared  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  and  adopted  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  was  the  focal 
point  of  an  emotion-packed,  three-day 
consultation  here  May  11-13. 

Sponsored  by  the  Southeastern  Jur¬ 
isdiction  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
National  Coordinating  Committee  for 
the  Bishops’  Call,  and  Scarritt  College, 
the  Consultation  was  the  first  of  sev¬ 
eral  such  events  anticipated  across  the 
United  States  this  year. 

More  than  150  delegates  represent¬ 
ing  most  annual  conferences  in  the 
nine-state  jurisdiction  heard: 

•  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety,  say  fruitful  efforts  toward  peace 
must  began  at  the  grassroots  level. 

•  Mrs.  Ruth  Prudente,  a  Filipino 
consultant  on  Asian  affairs  for  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries,  compare  the  United 
States  with  the  dinosaur.  She  said  the 
U.S.,  “oppressor  of  third  world  peo¬ 
ple,  believes  no  problem  exists  that 
can’t  be  solved  by  a  little  more  pow¬ 
er.” 

•  John  Lewis,  former  national 
chairman  of  the  Student  Non-violent 
Coordinating  Committee,  reaffirm 
non-violence  and  charge  that  the  “aver¬ 
age,  apathetic,  non-involved  citizen” 
is  to  blame  for  Watergate. 

•  United  Methodist  pastor  from 
Memphis,  James  Lawson,  say  the  ques¬ 


tion  of  peace  cannot  be  developed  un¬ 
less  a  “community  of  justice”  is  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  United  States. 

Michael  McIntyre,  staff  coordinator 
for  the  Bishops’  Call,  told  one  confer¬ 
ence  delegation  that  he  hoped  the 
cause  of  peace  in  the  future  could  be 
championed  by  “the  ‘pros,’  both  laity 
and  clergy,  who  understand  and  can 
relate  to  the  symbols  and  values  of 
middle  America.” 

“As  important  as  their  cries  of  out¬ 
rage,  hurt,  and  hope  were,  the  ama¬ 
teurs  of  the  sixties  who  burned  flags 
turned  most  Americans  off,”  he  said. 
“The  cause  of  world  peace  is  too  im¬ 
portant,  to  leave  up  to  any  one  group 
of  citizens.  The  peace  movement  must 
not  be  detoured  again.” 

Delegates  from  each  annual  confer¬ 
ence  made  plans  to  sensitize  fellow 
United  Methodists  “back  home”  to 
such  issues  as  economic  oppression, 
racism,  the  military-industrial  complex, 
and  international  relations.  Many  of 
the  plans  called  for  presentations  and 
calls  for  action  at  annual  conference 
sessions  later  this  month  and  during 
early  June. 

At  least  one  delegate  from  each  dis¬ 
trict  within  the  Jurisdiction  plus  dele¬ 
gates  at-large  were  invited  to  the  Con¬ 
sultation.  Participation  was  broadly 
representative  including  men,  women, 
youth,  laity,  clergy,  and  racial  groups. 

The  National  Coordinating  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Bishops’  Call  to  Peace  is 
headed  by  Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord, 
Washington,  D,  C. 
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ST.  LOUIS  Mo.  (UMI)  —  Current 
world  monetary  conditions  make  the 
task  of  financially  supporting  religious 
bodies  “more  difficult  and  demanding 
— but  not  impossible,”  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  chief  fiscal  officer 
said  here  May  1. 

R.  Bryan  Brawner,  Evanston,  Ill., 
said  that  a  failure  of  the  church  at  the 
national  level  to  communicate  the  need 
for  funds  and  demonstrate  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  fiscal  and  programatic  ac¬ 
countability  may  be  as  much  to  blame 
for  any  fund  shortage  as  external  fac¬ 
tors.  Dr.  Brawner  is  treasurer  of  the 
denomination  and  general  secretary  of 
its  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  (CFA). 

“The  time  when  church  members 
would  support  very  general  ‘good 
causes’  is  past,”  the  financial  executive 
said.  “We  must  now  clearly  delineate 
specific  needs,  demonstrate  acceptable 
stewardship  policies  and  make  ade¬ 
quate  and  understandable  reports  of 
results  accomplished.” 

“The  responsible  leadership  from  the 
local  church  (on  through)  the  Council 
of  Bishops  must  realize  that  the  maker 
and  payer  of  a  pledge  to  the  local 
church  budget  wants  to  know  that  his 
or  her  contribution  really  was  used  for 
the  stated  purposes  and  that  in  its  use 
no  unnecessary  administrative  expen¬ 
ses  were  incurred.” 

General  financial  conditions  which 
Dr.  Brawner  said  demand  careful  at¬ 
tention  are  “the  dramatic  and  unpre¬ 
cedented  increase  in  the  cost  of  liv¬ 
ing,”  the  “very  unsettled  condition  of 


the  stock  market,”  the  devaluation  of 
the  dollar,  and  proposed  tax  changes 
that  would  limit  deductions  for  charit¬ 
able  contributions. 

Increases  in  the  cost  of  living,  the 
CFA  was  told,  create  “a  collision 
course  if  there  ever  was  one”  between 
depressed  receipts  and  increased  costs 
of  operations. 

The  unsettled  stock  market.  Dr. 
Brawner  said,  “has  a  profound  psy¬ 
chological  influence  on  the  giving  of 
many  individual  local  church  members 
(and)  effects  very  directly  those  local 
churches  which  depend  upon  endow¬ 
ment  income  for  substantial  portions 
of  their  local  budgets.”  The  proposed 
limitation  on  contributions  for  tax  pur¬ 
poses  would  put  the  church  “in  real 
trouble  financially,”  he  added. 

Turning  to  United  Methodist  fiscal 
matters,  the  executive  voiced  concern 
for  frequent  establishment  of  funds  for 
specific  causes  rather  than  including 
them  in  the  regular  benevolence  bud¬ 
get.  He  said  he  was  not  making  a  judg¬ 
ment  that  this  policy  was  wrong,  but 
that  “we  need  to  carefully  appraise  the 
effect  of  the  establishment  of  any  new 
funds”  on  already  established  pro¬ 
grams. 

“Another  development  which  could 
be  considered,”  he  said,  “is  the  very 
clear  trend  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  as  well  as  in  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  to  allocate  an  increasing  amount 
of  resources  for  local  and  annual  con¬ 
ference  mission  and  social  services.” 
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New  Program-Curriculum  Committee  approves  task  force  on  pluralism 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)  — 
Pluralism  continued  to  be  a  major  con¬ 
cern  as  the  new  Program-Curriculum 
Committee  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  met  here  for  its  organizational 
meeting  May  7-11. 

The  37-member  body,  charged  with 
“designing  and  authorizing  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  an  official  curriculum  for 
the  Church”,  is  administratively  re¬ 
lated  to  the  l^ard  of  Discipleship  but 
includes  representatives  from  all  major 
church  agencies. 

Elected  chairman  the  Committee 
was  Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley,  Jr,,  of 
Denver,  Colo. 

Vice  chairmen  are  Dr.  Howard 
Ham,  head  of  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  Division  of  Education  and  Dr. 
Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of  church 
school  publications.  Executive  Secre¬ 
taries  are  Division  staff  members  Dr. 
Warren  J.  Hartman  and  Dr.  M.  Frank¬ 
lin  Dotts. 

Officers  elected  for  the  three  sec¬ 
tions  were: 

Adult:  Dr.  Irving  L.  Smith,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  chairman;  Dr,  Wayne  M. 
Lindecker,  Jr.,  Nashville,  vice  chair¬ 
man;  and  Dr.  Horace  R.  Weaver, 
Nashville,  secretary. 

Youth:  Dr.  Emerson  S.  Colaw,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  chairman;  Dr.  James  E. 
Alexander,  Nashville,  vice  chairman; 
and  Richard  H.  Rice,  Nashville,  sec¬ 
retary. 

Children:  Dr.  J.  Gordon  Stapleton, 
Dover.  Del,,  chairman;  Miss  Margie 
McCarty,  Nashville,  vice  chairwoman; 
and  Leo  N,  Kisrow,  Nashville,  secre¬ 


tary. 

The  pluralism  of  the  Committee 
showed  up  both  in  its  actions  and  dis¬ 
cussions  and  its  new  membership,  A 
slightly  larger  group  of  members  from 
local  churches  were  present  including 
former  critics  of  the  curriculum  ma¬ 
terial  produced  by  the  church. 

During  the  closing  session  of  the 
meeting.  Dr.  W.  P.  Wilson,  a  psy¬ 
chiatrist  from  Duke  Medical  Center, 
Durham,  N,  C.,  admitted  he  had  come 
to  the  committee  as  a  “hostile  witness.” 

Affirming  the  Committee  he  said, 
“It  was  a  worthwhile  thing  for  me  to 
come.” 

“I  like  to  see  the  Methodist  Church 
move  back  to  God,  a  God  who  is  not 
an  incidental,”  he  said. 

He  said  new  Bible  study  series  pro¬ 
posed  for  children  along  with  a  new 
Bible  series  to  be  introduced  for  youth 
this  fall  and  a  series  released  this  year 
for  adults  illustrated  a  “return  to  the 
Bible”  and  were  the  most  important 
aspects  of  this  meeting. 

“The  only  way  to  change  the  world 
is  to  change  pec^le,”  he  added.  “With¬ 
out  a  new  spirit  in  a  man  the  world 
does  not  change.” 

Speaking  on  pluralism.  Dr.  Watts, 
editor  of  church  school  publications, 
said,  “God  is  calling  the  church  to  be 
a  place  in  society  where  each  person 
can  be  himself  without  being  bulldozed 
into  conformity.  While  we  cannot  cus¬ 
tom-tailor  resources  for  all,  we  must 
be  aware  of  authentic  differences.” 

Of  the  37  members  of  the  new  Com¬ 
mittee,  21  are  “at-large”  or  non  staff. 


Eight  of  the  21  at-large  members  are 
lay  persons  and  13  are  clergy,  10  of 
whom  are  local  church  pastors.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  quadrennium  the  Commit¬ 
tee  included  nine  clergy  including  five 
seminary  professors,  and  three  lay  per¬ 
sons. 

Following  a  report  from  a  special 
committee  appointed  to  develop  a 
statement  of  plmalism  and  program- 
curriculum  concerns,”  the  Program- 
Curriculum  members  approved  a  task 
force  on  pluralism  “to  research,  de¬ 
fine  and  report  on  the  major  groups  of 
our  constituency,  the  characteristics  of 
their  theological  viewpoints,  education¬ 
al  life  styles,  and  cultural  environ¬ 
ments  to  propose  designs  and  then  to 
guide  and  review  the  future  curriculum 
development  and  programming;  to 
guide  in  securing  support  from  the 
general  church.” 

Other  task  forces  created  by  the 
body  included  “Music  in  the  Curricu¬ 
lum”  and  “Revision  of  Theological/ 
Educational  Basis  and  Design.” 

Standing  committees  named  were 
Long  Range  Planning,  Analysis  and 
Coordination,  Black  Experience  and 
Concerns,  Hispanic-American  Exper¬ 
ience  and  Concerns,  confirmation  re¬ 
sources,  and  education  in  Human  Sex¬ 
uality  and  Sex  Roles. 

Acting  upon  recommendations  from 
the  three  age  group  sections,  the  Com¬ 
mittee: 

— approved  a  resolution  affirming 
the  “D^trine  and  Doctrinal  State¬ 
ments”  adopted  by  the  1972  General 
Conference. 


— agreed  to  place  a  high  priority 
on  the  re-examination  of  the  education¬ 
al  and  theological  bases  of  its  work. 

— approved  the  production  of  ma¬ 
terials  for  use  in  black  churches  in¬ 
cluding  a  study  book  for  youth  entitled 
“Can  Blacks  be  Christian”,  in  a  study 
book  for  adults,  “Black  Experience 
and  Concerns”,  and  a  pamphlet  on 
“Choosing  and  Using  Resources  in  the 
Black  Church.” 

— approved  an  elective  unit  for  older 
elementary  children  with  the  working 
title  of  “Barefoot  Through  Broken 
Glass.” 

— approved  a  Children’s  Bible  Ser¬ 
ies  as  “one  element  in  the  United 
Methodist  curriculum  plan  for  chil¬ 
dren,  thus  providing  an  alternate  ser¬ 
ies  especially  directed  to  those  non¬ 
users  of  United  Methodist  curriculum 
materials  who  want  a  simplified  curri¬ 
culum  with  a  strong  Biblical  empha¬ 
sis.”  The  Committee  also  approved  in 
principle  the  first  year  of  unit  descrip¬ 
tion  for  the  new  series. 

— heard  a  request  from  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  United  Methodist  Musicians 
and  responded  by  approving  a  task 
force  which  will  investigate  the  needs 
of  a  “music  curriculum  to  be  inte¬ 
grated  within  the  total  curriculum  of 
the  church.” 

— affirmed  its  support  of  a  Division 
of  Education  task  force  on  visually 
handicapped. 

— suggested  that  a  children’s  unit 
entitled  “Hey,  God!”  and  designed  for 
use  in  central  city  or  urban  settings 
be  expanded. 
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BELOW:  Scout  Troop  211,  spon¬ 
sored  by  St.  John’s  Church,  re¬ 
cently  hod  a  barbecue  and  raised 
funds  for  restoration  of  the  newly 
acquired  building.  A  highlight  of 
the  occasion  was  a  “greased-pig 
chase. 


LEFT:  This  building  was  recently 
purchased  by  St.  John’s  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  for  $1,  from  Univer¬ 
sity  Presbyterian  Church  to  provide 
for  expanding  church  and  community 
activities.  The  Rev.  William  D. 
Peeples  is  minister  of  St.  John’s. 


The  Rev.  John  Sayes,  pastor  of  Iowa 
United  Methodist  Church,  shown 
preaching  at  Iowa  First  Baptist 
Church  recently.  The  two  churches 
exchange  pastors  on  fifth  Sundays. 


$15,000-$30,000  YEAR  PROFIT  POTEN¬ 
TIAL  Send  $2.00  for  book,  “Raising 
Rabbits  for  Us.’’  Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  back. 

RABBIT  RANCHERS  OF  AMERICA 
Box  118-LM  Braman,  Oklahoma  74632 


Dale  Grauke,  a  member  of  Vinton 
United  Methodist  Church  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  UMYF,  has  been  named 
Mr.  Vinton  High  School  for  1972-73. 
Grauke  is  also  the  high-ranking  boy 
in  the  85-member  graduating  class 
and  is  listed  in  Who’s  Who  in  the 
senior  class.  Dale  is  the  son  of 
Robert  Grauke,  Jr.;  the  Rev.  Joe 
Rice  is  his  minister. 

t 

THE  REV.  LES  THOMPSON,  Jr., 
director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
the  University  of  Southwestern  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  pastor  of  the  Ivanhoe  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Lafayette  Ministerial  Al¬ 
liance  at  the  May  meeting.  He  was 
also  the  speaker  at  the  University’s 
Honors  Convocation  in  April  of  this 
year. 

t 
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UNITED  STATES 
POSTAGE  STAMP 
MACHINE 

If  you  qualify  as  our  local  distributor,  we  wiU 
do  everything  necessary  to  put  you  in  busi- 

MenorWomen 
Age  No  Barrier 

Profits  Will  Amaze  You 
For  Modest  Investment 

POSTAGE  STAMPS.  INC. 

300  Interstate  North  N.  W 
Atlanta,  Ga  30339 
Phone:  432-4439 


OF  RUSTON 


MAXWELL'S  RESTAURANT 

Serving  Buffet  Each  Sunday 
After  Church  -  Noon 


John  Maxwell 
Your  Host  and 
Innkeeper 


Interstate  20 


REV.  THURMON  SPINKS 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  D.  L.  McGuire 
HOMER  SPINKS 

by  Rev.  &Mrs.  D.  L.  McGuire 
C.  H.  MOORE 

by  Mr.  &Mrs.  W.  R.  Chadick 
MRS.  PEARL  MANGHAM 
by  Mrs .  Dewey  W.  Wiegel 
IRA  ROBINSON 
by  Mrs .  A .  H .  Valentine 
MRS.  WESLEY  WALKER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  L .  H .  Cook 
OGDEN  STAFFORD 
by  Mrs.  K.  P.  Stafford 
R.  W.  ROGILLIO 
by  Sylvia  O.  Gustafson 
L.  P.  WELLS 
by  W.  B.  Wells.  Jr. 

COLEMAN  WATSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  A.  A.  Hickerson 

MRS.  DORA  CROUCH 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  A.  Hickerson 
COLEMAN  E .  WATSON 
by  Loye  A.  Willis 
R.  N.  NUTT 

by  Men's  Bible  Class,  Vivian  United 
Methodist  Church 
LELA  JESTER  TIEDE 
by  Mr.  SiMrs.  H.  E.  Jester 
SAM  ALLEN  LAMKIN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  F .  A .  Earle 
EVANS  C.  ERWIN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Everette  Nelms 
HOMER  SPINKS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  B.  Vinlng 
MISS  WILDA  DOUGLAS 
by  Mrs .  Kathryn  D.  Roddy 
MRS.  EVA  CAVES  EDWARDS 
byj.  C.  Griffith 
ROBERT  D.  NOBLE 
by  Mary  Louise  McFarlin 
E.  C.  ERWIN 

by  St.  Maurice  United  Methodist  Church 
HARRY  DAVIS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  Jerry  Jones 
HOMER  SPINKS 
by  W.  G.  Kelly 

by  Choudrant  United  Methodist  Church 
MISS  BESSIE  RODGERS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Albert  H.  LeHanc.  Sr. 


MISS  LEOLA  RODGERS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Albert  H .  LeBlanc,  Sr. 
MRS.  ISOBELLE  LEVERITT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Albert  H .  LeBlanc,  Sr. 
ED  RODGERS 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  Albert  H  LeBlanc,  Sr. 
MR.  &  MRS.  CLYDE  RODGERS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  Albert  H .  LeBlanc,  Sr. 
MR.  &  MRS.  J.  B.  RODGERS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Albert  H.  LeBlanc,  Sr. 
MR.  &  MRS.  J.  O.  RODGERS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Albert  H.  LeHanc,  Sr. 
IRA  ROBINSON 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hammett 
W.  H.  VALENTINE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  W.  O.  Valentine 
HARRY  DAVIS 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hays  B.  Clark,  Jr. 
MORGAN  KEITH  TALBOT 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Hays  B.  Clark,  Jr. 

MRS.  ADRA  B.  CRAMMER 
by  Rev.  Jim  Constable 
REV.  HOWARD  STAPLES 
by  Miss  Guyen  Sledge 
J.  W.  ROGILLIO 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  Manfred  Gustafson 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Bob  Gaumnitz 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Mrs.  A.  G.  Johnson 
MRS.  DONNIE  BURNS 
by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Turner 
MRS.  MARIE  CRESWELL  GARDNER 
by  Ann  &  Henry  Jackson 
CHARLIE  LAMKIN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle  &  Family 
J. P.  FULLER 

byByCen.  &Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Mitchell, Jr. 
HENRY  CLINT  WILLIS 
by  Maggie  Lee  McIntyre  &  Marilyn 
MRS.  J.  C.  COOKE 
by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Erwin 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Castor  United  Methodist  Church 
ARTIS  SMITH 
by  Mrs  .  Girley  B.  Albright 
AD  LEY  PEPPER 
by  Mrs  .  Girley  B .  Albright 
ALVIN  HILL 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs  .  C .  E .  Pickett 


RE:  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

Dear  Pastor  and  Educational  Director: 

At  wholesale  price  we  offer  our  following  four  most  popular  cookies  - 

260  Lemon  Jumble  Cookies - $2.00 

300  Oatmeal  Cookies - $2.30 

480  Vanilla  Creme  Sandwich  Cookies — $3.80 

480  Chocolate  Sandwich  Cookies - $3.80 

Jackson  cookies  are  made  with  pure  veaetable  shortening,  soft  wheal  cookie  flour,  cane 
sugar  and  other  fine  ingredients.  Bakea  in  two  modern  plants.  Guaranteed  fresh. 

Cookies  are  easy  to  serve  niiD  /in+fi  ypao 

THEY’RE  DELICIOUS 

Eugene  S.  Little 

Carroll  L.  Holland  pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Robert  L.  Riggins 

N.  Little  Rock,  Ark.  247-1293  Springdale,  Ark. 

Virgil  L.  Redwlne 

James  R.  Grumbles  Mt.  Pine,  Ark.  L.  Wright 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  767-3723  Smith,  Ark. 

666-2256  Shumate  452-3192 

Andrew  Lovelady  n.  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Ralph  Kagle 

Damascus,  Ark.  945-2262  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

335-2203  666-8620 

^  ,  Earl  S.  Douglass 

Kennard  H.  Baker  Little  Rock,  Ark.  R*  K*  Smith 

Harrison,  Ark.  565-6108  El  Dorado,  Ark. 

365-9136  862-3098 

Donald  Anderson  N.  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Bill  J.  Holley 

Batesville,  Ark.  758-3962  Russellville,  Ark. 

251-2867  “Bill”  Ilgenfritz  967-2477 

Willie  Webb,  Jr.  Mountain  View,  Mo.  Virgil  C.  Cypert 

N.  Little  Rock,  Ark.  934-6524  Sheridan,  Ark. 

753-2963  942-3313 

Russell  Robinson  Call  ot. write  McDonald 

Monticello,  Ark.  1  A  P  Q  n  M  Infest  Monroe,  La. 

367-5094  325-4530 

Billy  R.  Davis  COOKIE  COMPANY 

Atkins,  Ark.  Bakers  of  Jackson  Vanilla  Wafers.  The  wafer  PreSCOtt,  Ark. 
641-7930  outsells  all  other  brands  in  Arkansas.  887-6884 

113  South  Olive,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Ph.  372-2123 
or  contact  Jackson  Cookie  salesman  near  you 
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!~l  Davis  Kelly  of  Mangum  Memorial 
Church,  Shreveport,  demonstrates  his 
local  church’s  current  Key  73  emphasis  - 
Put  your  witness  in  your  business.” 
Kelly  saysthat  the  displaying  of  the  sign 
IS  not  only  a  witness  in  itself,  but  that 
It  gives  him  an  opportunity  for  further 
witnessing  when  customers  question  him 
about  the  sign.  The  Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser 
IS  pastor  of  Mangum  Memorial  Church. 


The  Youth  Choir  of  Haynesville  Church  presented  a  musical,  “The 
Good  Life,”  by  John  Peterson  at  a  recent  community-wide  Key 
73  ecumenical  service  at  the  church.  The  choir  is  directed  by 
Claudia  Sherman  and  Mary  Triplet  and  is  accompanied  by  Frances 
Sherman.  If  our  readers  would  like  the  choir  to  present  "The 
Good  Life”  for  their  church,  they  should  contact  Haynesville 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.  0.  Box  505,  Haynesville,  La.  71038. 
The  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart  is  pastor. 


Dr.  Robert  Reich  of  University  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  beside  his  creation  of 
crocus  palms  and  Spanish  dagger 
blooms  symbolizing  a  bird  in  flight  -  a 
reminder  of  Easter’s  message  and  the 
soaring  spirit  of  man.  Each  Easter 
for  over  25  years.  Dr.  Reich  has  placed 
a  creation  on  the  altar;  Mrs.  Mildred 
Lott  is  his  assistant.  The  Rev.  Lamar 
E.  Smith  is  pastor. 


New  Easter  banner  at  University 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  the  work 
of  Dr.  Rita  Ellerbrook.  The 
eight-foot  tall  banner  can  be 
seen  beside  Dr.  Reich’s  floral 
creation. 


LEFT:  King  Richard 

Wilson,  Queen  Diedre 
Sweatt,  and  the  May 
Court  preside  over  recent 
May  Festival  at  People’s 
Methodist  Community 
Center,  New  Orleans. 
Dr.  William  R.  London  is 
superintendent  of  the 
Center. 


The  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  missionary  to  the  Philippines, 
recently  met  with  Golden  Meadow  UMYF  members 
pictured  here.  Troy  Guidroz  and  Huey  Collins 
are  regular  teachers  of  the  group.  Holt  also 
spoke  to  the  congregation  on  his  missionary  work. 
The  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley  is  pastor. 


Activities  at  recent  National  Family  Week  observ¬ 
ance  at  Homer  First  Church  included  performances 
by  the  Bell  Choir  (shown  above),  the  Haynesville 
First  Church  Youth  Choir,  and  a  Fellowship  Din¬ 
ner.  Mrs.  George  Ford  is  director  of  the  Bell  Choir. 
The  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid  is  pastor. 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  reads  a  statement 
on  Easter  to  the  Confirmation  Class  of  University 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The  statement  was  written 
for  Bishop  Crutchfield  by  German  Pastor  Martin 
Niemoller,  Lutheran  theologian  imprisoned  in  a 
German  concentration  camp  because  of  his  out¬ 
spoken  opposition  to  Hitler.  The  Rev.  Lamar  E. 
Smith  is  pastor  of  University  Church. 


Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  Shreveport  District 
superintendent,  and  his  daughter- 
in-law,  Missy,  with  a  string  of 
white  perch  caught  at  Cross  Lake 
by  Dr.  Lueg,  Missy,  and  Mark 
(Missy’s  husband).  Clint  Miller 
of  Lakeview  Church,  Shreveport, 
was  the  Luegs’  guide. 


I  >  •  IL 


AT  LEFT: 

Chenise  Hamilton  and  Earnest  Monette 
were  crowned  queen  and  king  at  recent 
program  held  at  Fairfield  Day  Care 
Center,  Shreveport,  and  co-sponsored 
by  the  Center’s  Parent  Advisory 
Council  and  Shreveport  Metropolitan 
Ministry.  Chenise  is  the  daughter  of 
Fairfield  Church’s  former  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  now  serving 
St.  James,  Shreveport.  The  Rev.  C.  J. 
Harrison  is  pastor  at  Fairfield. 

AT  RIGHT: 

A  moment  of  uncertainty  was  experi¬ 
enced  by  at  least  one  performer  in  the 
May  Festival  operetta  "Fairies  Are 
Really  Truly.”  The  Festival  was  one 
of  several  fund-raising  events  for  the 
New  Orleans  People’s  MethodistCom- 
munity  Center. 
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Dr.  Alfred  A.  Knox 


Rev.  John  S.  Workman 


LIBRARY 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
SHREVEPORT,  LA. 

BE 


Louisiana  Methodist  editor 


retiring;  successor  named 


Dr.  Alfred  A.  Knox,  editor  of  the 
Arkansas  Methodist  and  Louisiana 
Methodist  publications  since  the  Fall 
of  I960,  is  retiring  for  health  reasons 
after  35  years  in  the  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  John  S.  Workman,  pastor 
of  Markham  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  Little  Rock,  for  the  past  three 
years,  will  succeed  Dr.  Knox.  His  ap¬ 
pointment  will  become  effective  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference  which  meets  June  4-6. 

Mr.  Workman,  who  served  as  pastor 
of  the  Sylvan  Hills  Church,  North  Lit¬ 


tle  Rock,  for  six  years  before  coming 
to  his  present  pastorate,  is  a  graduate 
of  Hendrix  College  at  Conway  and  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University  at  Dallas, 
Tex.  Other  pastoral  appointments  have 
included  Berryville,  Cabot,  and  New- 
ark-Oil  Trough.  He  served  in  the  U.  S. 
Army  Security  Agency  in  Japan  and 
Korea. 

The  new  editor  of  the  Arkansas 
Methodist,  now  in  its  92nd  year  of 
publication,  and  the  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  in  its  25  th  year,  was  recently 
elected  president  of  the  Board  of  Al- 


aaiOO  Qd 


FROM  LEFT:  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield; 
Mrs.  Mildred  Watkins, 
Shreveport  Journal;  Bill 
Fuller,  KOKA  Radio 
News;  and  Mr.  Ed  De 
Forest,  KWKH  news.  The 
picture  is  of  the  press 
conference  held  Monday 
Morning,  the  first  day  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 


The  Rev.  Don  Cottrill, 
Conference  Coordinator 
of  Youth  Ministries  (far 
left)  is  shown  with  the 
youth  and  young  adult 
contingent  at  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference. 


dersgate  United  Methodist  Camp, 
Little  Rock,  and  serves  as  chaplain  for 
the  Little  Rock  Police  Department.  In 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  he  serves 
on  the  Board  of  Education  and  as 


secretary  for  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Arkansas  at  Little  Rock. 

While  a  member  of  the  North  Ar- 

P lease  turn  to  page  2 


"  Louisum  (Detho6ist 


25th  YEAR 


‘Hymnals  for  Mexico’ 
contributions  $2000; 
more  needed 

Hubert  M.  Blanchard  of  Sulphur, 
chairman  of  the  “Hymnals  for  Mex¬ 
ico”  program  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  reports  that  a  total  of  $2,000  has 
been  collected  towards  a  final  goal  of 
$7,500  to  purchase  new  Methodist 
hymnals  printed  in  Spanish  for  the 
Mexican  Methodist  Church. 

The  program  was  originated  last 
year  by  Mr.  Blanchard  and  others 
when  news  came  of  the  production  for 
the  first  time  of  the  Methodist  hymnal 
in  Spanish  by  Latin  American  sources. 
Also,  this  year,  1973,  is  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  founding  of  the  Methodist 
church  in  Mexico  by  missionaries  from 
Louisiana  100  years  ago.  The  program 
is  part  of  this  centennial  celebration, 
as  a  contribution  by  United  Metho¬ 
dists  in  Louisiana. 

These  hymnals  will  be  sent  to  the 
office  of  Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz  M., 
Bishop  of  Mexico,  who  will  in  turn, 
distribute  them  to  those  small,  mostly 
rural  Methodist  churches  who  would 
not  be  able  to  afford  the  hymnals. 

Contributors  are  asked  to  send  $3 
per  hymnal  to  the  Conference  Treas¬ 
urer,  Box  4303,  Shreveport,  Louisi¬ 
ana  71104. 

You  are  also  requested  to  send 
names  of  donors  of  these  hymnals  to 
Hubert  Blanchard  so  the  proper  in- 

Please  turn  to  poge  5 
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First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sarepta,  was  dedi¬ 
cated  on  Sunday,  May  20.  The  1000  Club  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  aided  in  the  building  of  the 
church,  which  was  consecrated  in  1965.  The  site 
was  purchased  by  the  congregation  with  help  from 
the  Board  of  Missions.  AT  RIGHT:  Participants 
in  Sarepta  dedication.  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


(at  right),  who  officiated  and  those  who  assisted 
(left  to  right)  -  Trustees  Earl  Salley,  Johnny  Pax¬ 
ton,  P.  S.  Phillips,  the  Rev.  George  Harkins,  pastor, 
the  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  pastor  when  the  congre¬ 
gation  was  organized,  and  District  Superintendent, 
the  Rev.  Ralph  Cain. 


The  Youth  Building  (above)  at  Springhill  was  dedicated  in  special 
ceremonies  on  Sunday,  May  20  with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
officiating,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  superintendent  of 
Ruston  District.  The  Youth  Building  was  erected  in  1963.  The 
Ruston  District  Rally  was  held  at  Springhill  on  the  same  day. 


The  Springhill  parsonage,  purchased  in 
1958,  was  dedicated  along  with  the 
Youth  Center.  The  Rev.  George  Har¬ 
kins  is  pastor  of  the  Springhill- 
Sarepta  Charge. 


from  page  one 

EDITORS 


OWL  about  that  .  .  • 

Youth  at  Annual  Conference 


May  27  to  May  31 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
Centenary  College 


HOP  to  it  .  .  . 

Why  the  District  and  Conference 
Youth  Team  Training,  that's  what! 


Conference  Team- June  17  to  22 
District  Team- June  18  to  20 
Caney  Lake  Camp  -  Minden,  La. 


MAN,  do  I  have  some  questions. 

Weekend  Training  for  Youths 
and  Adults 

July  13  to  15 

Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 


FISHING  around  for  something  to  do? 
Decision  '  73 

Youth  Ministry  Training  Enterprise 
for 

Youth  and  Adults 

July  16  to  20 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 


LEAD,  don't  follow 

JURISDICTIONAL  LABORATORY 
SCHOOL 

July  1  to  6 


Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
Registration  -  Adult  $35  Youth  $10 


MOVING  right  along  .  .  . 

Conference  Youth  Wilderness  Camp 

July  22  to  28 

Ouachita  National  Forest 
Arkansas 

(limited  to  12  youth) 


Something  to  CROW  about  .  .  . 

Senior  High  Camp 

Caney  Lake  -  Minden,  Louisiana 

for  youth  who  have  completed  the 
8th  to  12th  grades 

July  9  to  14 


and  FINALLY 

enior  High  Camp 
July  30  to  August  4 


Camp  Istrouma,  Baton  Rouge 
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kansas  Conference,  Mr,  Workman 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns,  as  state  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Methodist  Student  Move¬ 
ment  for  two  years,  and  as  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Ministry. 

He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
James  W.  Workman  of  (Zionway,  Ark. 
Dr.  Workman,  a  retired  member  of 
the  Little  Rock  Conference,  is  active 
in  the  chaplain  ministry  at  the  Little 
Rock  and  North  Little  Rock  Veteran’s 
Administration  Hospitals.  Coincidental 
to  his  son’s  appointment  as  editor.  Dr. 
Workman  is  writing  the  current  series 
of  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  this  pub¬ 
lication  during  the  period  from  June 
through  August. 

Mr.  Workman  is  married  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Ruth  Elizabeth  Teague,  daughter 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  W.  Teague,  who 
reside  in  Little  Rock.  Dr,  Teague,  a 
retired  minister,  serves  as  associate 
pastor  of  Asbury  Church.  Mrs.  Work¬ 
man,  a  graduate  of  Hendrix  College, 
also  holds  the  master  of  arts  degree  in 
special  education  from  State  College 
of  Arkansas  at  Conway.  She  is  a  teach¬ 
er  in  Special  Education  at  Forest 
Heights  Junior  High  School, 

The  Workmans  have  three  sons, 
John  Jr.,  20,  a  senior  at  Hendrix  Col¬ 
lege;  Paul  Steven,  19,  a  sophomore  at 
Arkansas  Polytechnic  College  at  Rus¬ 
sellville;  (Hharles  Mark,  9,  who  will  be 
a  fourth  grader  at  Terry  Elementary 
School;  and  a  daughter,  Nancy  Susan, 
16,  a  senior  at  Parkview  High  School. 

Dr.  Knox,  who  was  appointed  to  the 
editorship  of  the  Arkansas  Methodist 
and  Louisiana  Methodist  more  than  12 
years  ago,  returned  to  Arkansas  after 
having  served  for  3  Vi  years  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  Methodist  Information  in  the 
Ohio  area  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Previously  he  served  pastorates  at  Fort 
Smith,  West  Memphis,  Tuckerman, 
McCrory  and  Judsonia,  and  for  four 
years  as  a  chaplain  with  Air  Corps 
units  during  World  War  II. 

The  retiring  editor,  a  native  of 
Paragould,  graduated  from  Arkansas 
State  College,  Jonesboro,  Ark.  and 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Ga.  He  served  for  two 
years  as  general  secretary  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Commission  on  Camp  Activities, 
an  agency  for  administering  funds 
from  Fellowship  of  Suffering  and  Ser¬ 
vice  offerings  designated  primarily  for 
grants  to  assist  local  churches  in  pro¬ 
viding  services  and  facilities  for  minis¬ 
tering  to  personnel  located  in  adjacent 
military  installations. 

Dr.  Knox  served  for  a  two-year 
period  as  national  president  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Press  Association.  He 
has  participated  in  four  National  Fam¬ 
ily  Life  Conferences  and  was  press 
officer  for  the  First  World  Methodist 
Family  Life  Conference  in  England  in 
1966.  During  his  editorship,  he  has 
been  the  featured  speaker  for  many 
Church-related  and  civic  events, 
t 

United  Methodist-related  Mehany 
College  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  dedi¬ 
cated  a  $5,000,000  Kresge  Learning 
Resources  Center. 
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Are  We  Reconeilers  for  Christ  ? 


EDITORIAL 

THOUGHTS 

at 

Annual  Conference  time 

Annual  Conference  time  is 
either  the  very  best  or  the  very 
worst  tinie  to  “theologize.”  It  is 
the  worst  time  Because  this  is 
the  busiest  of  seasons  for  those 
who  must  never  desert  their  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  thinking  the 
thoughts  of  God,  experiencing  the 
hurts  of  man  and  doing  the  deeds 
of  Christ.  It  is  the  best  time  in 
that  it  is  the  moment  when  the 
whole  church  gathers  to  consider 
its  whole  mission. 

The  world  may  properly  look 
to  the  church  to  fulfill  this  awe¬ 
some  privilege  of  being  “thinking 
and  doing”  Christians;  God  cer¬ 
tainly  expects  his  people  to  be 
vigilant  in  this,  his  gift  of  mis¬ 
sion. 

What  are  we  to  say  then 
amidst  all  the  busyness  of  hear¬ 
ing  and  making  reports  and  lay¬ 
ing  plans  and  of  doing  what  is 
often  misrepresented  as  the 
house-work  of  the  church? 

Above  all  things  we  must  say 
to  ourselves  and  to  the  world 
that  We  gather  as  those  who 
would  remember  who  we  are, 
why  we  are  and  what  we  are.  As 
a  community  of  sinners  called  to 
be  saints,  we  first  sit  under  the 
redeeming  judgment  of  God.  We 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  his  suffer¬ 
ing  in  Christ.  We  are  sent  to 
share  his  compassion  in  a  world 
where  persons  are  hurting.  We 
have  a  divine  commission  to  of¬ 
fer  the  cup  of  cold  water  and 
share  the  bread  of  life.  We  are 
called  to  announce  that  peace 
and  justice  and  morality,  and  that 
whatever  hurts  the  least  of  God’s 
children  are  the  concerns  of  God 
and  therefore  the  agenda  for  his 
church. 

All  of  this  is  why  lay  and 
clerical  members  of  our  Annual 
Conferences  are  willing  to  spend 
the  long  hours,  the  mental,  phy¬ 
sical  and  emotional  energy  re¬ 
quired  by  a  Conference  session. 

Underneath  all  that  goes  on 
can  be  heard,  if  you  listen  with 
the  ear  that  hears,  an  exhilarat¬ 
ing  sound  of  triumph  and  joy; 
triumph  because  God's  will  can 
not  be  put  down  and  joy  in  hav¬ 
ing  the  opportunity  of  living  in 
such  a  time  as  servants  of  man 
in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

So,  though  our  Conference 
members  may  go  away  with  a  ton 
of  printed  reports  and  with  tired¬ 
ness  in  body  and  mind,  they  can 
truthfully  go  away  refreshed  deep 
in  their  spirits.  For  no  higher  ful¬ 
fillment  can  come  than  that  of 
being  a  part  of  God’s  great  mis¬ 
sion  in  a  day  of  such  urgent  need. 

J.S.W. 
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We  have  all  read  and  heard  a 
great  deal  in  these  past  few 
months  about  the  speaking- in¬ 
tongues  movement  (or  Glossola- 
lia.  Charismatic,  or  New-Penta- 
costalism).  Alcmg  with  this  are 
two  other  movements:  Casting 
out  demons  and  healing  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands.  These  move¬ 
ments  are  prominent  in  all  de¬ 
nominations,  and  have  resulted 
from  a  lay  renewal  movement 
among  the  people  within  the 
churches.  This  renewal  has  been 
a  powerful  and  good  force  in  all 
the  churches,  but  its  leaders  are 
now  recognizing  that  it  is  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  becoming  a  divisive  force 
between  those  who  practice  Glos- 
solalia  and  those  who  do  not. 

Within  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Lay  Witness  Move¬ 
ment  has  been  a  force  of  renew¬ 
al,  and  many  people  have  found 
a  greater  relationship  with  God 
and  Jesus  Christ,  and  feel  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  leading 
them  as  never  before.  However, 
when  Glossolalia,  healing  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands,  and  casting 
out  demons  has  become  a  part  of 
the  Lay  Witness  Movement,  it 
has  become  a  polarizing  factor 
within  the  churches. 

At  the  General  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Atlanta,  the  Conference  approved 
a  Doctrine  and  Doctrinal  State¬ 
ment.  This  statement  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  a  study  committee 
which  had  been  working  for  four 
years.  (This  statement  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  largest  vote  on  any 
proposal  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence).  The  committee  in  their 
presentation  emphasized  the  fact 
that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  big  enough  (not  in 
number  but  in  spirit)  to  be  an  in¬ 
clusive  church.  We  do  embrace 
conservatives  and  liberals  not 
only  in  theological  terms,  but  in 


by  Dr.  Charles  P.  McDonald 

Superintendent,  Fort  Smith  District 

our  social  concerns.  We  are  in 
the  business  to  build,  not  de¬ 
stroy;  include,  not  exclude.  Hopc- 
fuUy,  we  can  help  people  to 
grow  in  their  Christian  faith  and 
find  meaningful  ways  erf  serving 
the  Lord. 

In  the  Doctrinal  Statement,  it 
is  suggested  that  we  use  four 
guidelines  for  determining  our 
personal  theology.  These  guide¬ 
lines  are  express^  in  four  words: 
SCRIPTURE  —  TRAD  I  TION 
—  EXPERIENCE  —  REASON. 

Let  me  quote  from  this  Doo- 
trinal  Statement: 

“These  four  norms  fw  doctrin¬ 
al  foiinnilaHons  are  not  simply 
parallel  and  none  can  be  sub¬ 
sumed  by  any  other.  There  is  a 
primacy  that  goes  with  Scripture, 
as  the  constitutive  witness  to  bib¬ 
lical  wellsprings  of  our  faith.  In 
practice,  however,  theological  re¬ 
flection  may  find  its  pmnt  erf 
departure  in  tradition,  “experi¬ 
ence”,  or  rational  analysis.  What 
matters  most  is  that  all  four 
guidelines  be  broi^t  to  bear 
upon  every  doctrine  considera¬ 
tion.  Insights  arising  from  serious 
study  of  the  Scriptures  and  tradi¬ 
tion  enrich  contemporary  experi¬ 
ence  of  existence.  Imaginative 
and  critical  thought  enable  us  to 
understand  better  the  Bible  and 
our  common  Christian  history.” 

We  have  all  had  some  agoniz¬ 
ing  experiences  as  we  have  ham¬ 
mered  out  our  own  theology  in 
light  of  the  problems  we  are  fac¬ 
ing  with  the  polarization  we  see 
developing  in  our  Church.  There¬ 
fore,  I  have  concluded  that  we 
must  not  let  our  differences  di¬ 
vide  us.  We  must  establish  lines 
of  communication  with  people 
with  whom  we  differ.  Surely,  the 
Holy  Spirit  seeks  to  unite  us,  not 


divide  us.  I  do  not  speak  in 
tongues,  do  not  feel  that  it  is 
necessary  for  me,  and  I  do  not 
desire  the  gift.  But  I  hope  and 
pray  that  I  will  not  be  judgmen¬ 
tal,  or  condemn  those  who  do.  I 
must  confess  that  I  have  felt 
their  judgment  on  me.  They  have 
never  said  that  their  experience 
makes  them  better,  or  that  I  need 
the  experience,  but  I  have  felt 
that  attitude.  In  like  manner,  I 
am  sure  that  I  have  catised  them 
to  feel  that  I  disapprove  of  them 
and  their  experiences.  Feelings 
and  attitudes  do  not  have  to  be 
expressed  in  words. 

Now  I  will  have  to  say  that  I 
do  have  strong  reservations  about 
healing-by-the-laying-on-of-hands 
and  casting-out-demons,  as  I 
have  heard  of  and  seen  it  today. 
When  I  look  at  the  guidelines  for 
my  theology  and  look  at  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  I  cannot 
find  a  place  for  this  kind  of  re¬ 
ligion. 

I  think  that  now  is  the  time  to 
test  my  theology,  or  faith,  by  the 
standards  set  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Is  my  faith,  my  theology, 
based  on  the  Scriptures,  tried  by 
the  traditions  of  the  Christian 
faith,  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  based  on  an  experience 
of  grace  and  love,  and,  finally  on 
sound  reason?  It  seems  to  me  that 
using  these  as  our  guide,  we  will 
find  a  solid,  balanced  faith  that 
will  make  us  reconcilers  for 
Christ.  Then  we  will  share  the 
common  mission  and  ministry  of 
Christ  that  will  bring  healing  to 
his  Body  (the  Church),  and  help 
us  to  be  a  part  of  His  Kingdom 
today. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Six  major  Protestant  denominations  have  launched, 
in  collaboration  with  Jewish  scholars,  a  joint  Chris¬ 
tian  educational  development  project  known  as  the 
“Shalom  Curriculum.”  Dr.  Edward  A.  Powers,  a 
Christian  Education  executive  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ,  explained  that  “Shalom  conveys  a  Biblical 
concern  for  well-being,  peace  and  justice,  which  are 
central  objectives  for  religious  education  in  contem¬ 
porary  life.”  Participating  denominations  include 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Disciples  of  Christ,  The 
Episcopal  Church,  The  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.  S.,  The  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

In  a  brief  (wder,  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  has 
announced  that  it  will  decide  during  the  1973- 
74  term  wheth^  two  men,  from  Virginia  and 
CaUfomia,  who  served  alternate  civilian  duty 
rather  than  be  inducted  into  the  Army,  are  en¬ 
titled  to  the  educational  assistance  avaBable  to 
men  who  served  honorably  in  the  military 
forces. 


British  Baptists,  (^en  described  as  being  op¬ 
posed  to  Church  union,  heard  the  Rev.  Doug¬ 
las  H.  Hicks  —  their  new  president  —  declare 
in  London’s  Westminster  Chapel  that  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  die  Christian  church  will  he  possible 
only  on  an  ecumenical  basis.  Delivering  a  long 
address  on  the  theme:  “Sir,  Our  Business  Is 
Persons,”  he  said,  “We  must  not  shirk  the  de¬ 
mands  of  ecumenical  involvement  ...  I  would 
point  out  that  there  are  areas,  and  they  will 
be  increasing  in  number,  where  the  ^sence  of 
the  Christian  church  will  only  be  possible  on 
an  ecumenical  basis.” 

One  marriage  of  every  seven  in  Czechoslovakia  ends 
in  divorce  because  of  “alcoholism,”  according  to  a 
Prague  Radio  report.  In  a  summary  review  of  the 
country’s  alcohol  problem,  the  broadcast  said  that 
some  50,000  children  “live  in  families”  where  at 
least  one  of  the  parents  is  an  active  alcoholic.  The 
report  added  that  in  1971  nearly  a  third  of  all  crimes 
in  the  country  were  committed  “under  the  influence 
of  alcohol.” 

The  major  misrions  unit  of  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  has  ended  its 
(^rations  as  part  of  the  denommaticm’s  re¬ 
structuring.  1^.  T.  J.  Liggett,  prerident  of  the 
agency,  announced  in  a  .menimmidoim  that  Ms 
agency  has  “phased  out  its  programmatic  re¬ 
sponsibilities,”  althoi^  it  will  continue  to  exist 
as  a  legal  entity  in  managing  its  juroperties  and 
assets. 


“What  beauties,  these  mortals  be,”  is  the  spirit  of  the 
search  for  Miss  Key  73  at  Bricktown,  N.  J.  Held  as 
a  part  of  the  Annual  Church  Fair,  July  14th,  a  Miss. 
Key  73  pageant  will  select  a  girl  who  can  best  por¬ 
tray  what  Key  73  is  trying  to  acccMnplish,  This  will 
be  based  on  the  contestant’s  choice  of  scripture  se¬ 
lections  of  singing  what  she  believes  to  be  a  related 
song  in  a  maximum  two-minute  presentation.  Com¬ 
plete  news  and  radio  coverage  will  attend  the  award¬ 
ing  of  a  monetary  gift  to  the  winner’s  youth  group, 

A  membership  loss  of  35,789  was  reported  by 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  America  during  1972, 
and  Dr.  Robert  J.  Marshall,  prerident  the 
denomination,  has  predicted  that  this  trend  wBl 
continue  in  the  future.  He  went  on  to  say  that 
“Hearing  of  rolls”  and  improved  reportmg  meth¬ 
ods  accounted  for  some  of  the  decline  in  bap¬ 
tized  members.  But,  he  added,  “We  can  exj^ 
continuing  loss  as  mobility  makes  evangelism 
efforts  more  dSificult.” 

Christianity  Today,  the  evangelical  fortnightly  pub¬ 
lished  in  Washin^on,  D.  C.  has  criticized  what  is 
described  as  “selective  morality”  as  applied  by  some 
people  to  the  Watergate  and  Ellsberg  cases.  In  an 
editorial  titled  “Political  Espionage”  in  its  May  25 
issue,  the  periodical  pointed  out  that  “Both  the 
Watergate  and  the  Ellsberg  incidents  are  exhibitions 
of  law-breaking,  and  nothing  should  be  allowed  to 
obscure  this  fact.” 

Two  state  programs  providing  aid  for  students 
in  non-public  schools  and  colleges  have  been 
ruled  unconstitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court 
the  State  of  Washington.  Glen  L.  Archer,  exe¬ 
cutive  director  of  Americans  United  fw  Sep¬ 
aration  of  Church  and  State,  called  the  rulings 
“another  magnificent  link  in  the  strong  cham 
of  court  victories  defending  the  right  of  indivi¬ 
dual  citizens  to  be  free  oi  taxes  for  rehgious 
institutions.” 

Although  it  rejected  a  motion  to  insert  the  Genesis 
account  of  life  into  science  texts,  the  California 
State  Bd.  of  Education  has  approved  a  new  intro¬ 
duction  which  states  that  the  theory  of  organic 
evolution  is  the  “best  scientific  description”  avail¬ 
able,  but  that  science  does  not  have  all  the  answers. 
The  science  textbooks  must  now  label  evolution  as 
“theory”  instead  of  “fact.” 


Dr.  L.  Nelson  Bell,  moderator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.  S.  (Southern),  has  issued  a  plea  to 
dissidents  in  the  denomination  to  prevent  a  schism. 
Dr.  Bell  described  “a  tension  and  animosity  which 
are  dangerous  to  the  very  life  of  the  Church,”  and 
said  the  animosity  “is  expressed  to  me  in  letters 
from  conservatives  (with  whom  I  unashamedly  iden¬ 
tify  myself)  and  from  radical  liberals  who  seem  ob¬ 
sessed  with  the  organizational  rather  than  the  spirit¬ 
ual  nature  of  the  Church.”  Dr.  Bell  asserted,  “We 
may  differ,  but  it  must  be  in  love.” 

More  than  400  United  Presbyterian  laymen, 
ministers  and  their  families  are  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  the  first  National  Convention  of  the  Pres^ 
byterian  Lay  Committee,  to  be  held  at  Grove 
City  College  (Pau)  the  weekend  of  June  22-24. 
The  theme  fw  the  Ccmvention  is  “Now  and 
Tomorrow.” 

Air  pollution,  a  big  problem  for  printers,  is  being 
attacked  with  revolutionary  new  processes  by  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  The  House  is  experimenting  with  an  ink  dry¬ 
ing  technique  known  as  Suncure,  which  employs  ul¬ 
traviolet  rays  to  instantly  change  the  chemical  con¬ 
tent  of  special  solvent-free  inks,  leaving  a  hard  film 
on  the  printing  surface.  The  absence  of  solvents 
in  the  ink  means  there  are  no  effluents  to  pollute 
the  air. 

Chdries  (Bud)  Wilkinson,  the  former  football 
star  "who  now  heads  a  Dallas  marketing  firmi, 
has  been  named  national  chairman  of  the  1973 
National  Bible  Week,  Nov.  18-25.  Commenting 
on  the  observance,  Wilkinson,  an  Episcopalian, 
said,  “The  revitalisation  of  America’s  spiritual 
heritage  and  vision  is  fund^entally  important 
to  the  future  of  our  nation.  We  can  make  pro¬ 
gress  toward  this  objective  by  motivating  our 
citizens  to  read  the  Bible  regularly.” 

The  Executive  Council  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  has  directed  the  denomination’s  agencies 
and  executives  to  use  recycled  paper,  “print  on  both 
sides  when  feasible,”  recycle  discarded  paper,  and 
“use  biodegradable  or  reusable  products.  The  LCA 
Council  also  invited  the  American  Lutheran  Church 
and  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  to  “ex¬ 
plore  ways  for  cooperative  expression  of  ecological 
concerns.” 


Five  churches  of  different  denominations  in  Swin¬ 
don,  England  are  to  be  sold  and  replaced  by  one  in 
what  is  described  as  one  of  the  most  comprehensive 
ecumenical  experiments  yet  launched  in  Britain.  Two 
of  the  churches  are  owned  by  the  United  Reformed 
Church  (formed  last  October  through  merger  of 
English  Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists)  and 
one  each  by  the  Baptist,  Methodist  and  Church  of 
Christ  denominations.  The  new  all-purpose  church 
complex  to  be  built  from  proceeds  of  the  sales  will 
provide  accommodations  for  the  Worship  and  work 
of  the  four  denominations.  It  will  include  a  youth 
center,  an  old  people’s  club,  clinics  for  marriage 
guidance,  alcoholics  and  drug  addicts,  and  a  sanc¬ 
tuary  for  worship.  A  spokesman  said  that  in  many 
older  towns  churches  need  refurbishing  and  older 
buildings  should  be  sold  to  make  way  for  a  similar 
experiment. 

Conrad  Hilton,  chairman  of  Hilton  Hotels  Corp. 
will  be  honored  as  Lay  Churchman  of  The 
Year  hy  Religious  Heritage  of  America.  RHA 
is  a  national,  interfaith,  religious  and  education¬ 
al  organization  dedicated  to  preserving  and 
celebrating  America’s  rell^ous  heritage.  Hilton, 
long  recognized  as  a  business  leader,  is  found¬ 
er,  director,  or  trustee  of  more  than  100  chari¬ 
table  organizations. 

Dr.  Harold  O.  J.  Brown,  associate  editor  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  Today,  addressing  a  recent  Conference  on 
Christianity  and  Politics,  sponsored  by  Calvin  Col¬ 
lege,  decried  the  anti-capit^istic  atmosphere  that  he 
feels  is  pervading  America.  He  held  that  “many  of 
the  supposed  evils  of  capitalism  are  really  evils  of 
technology.  Admitting  that  capitalism  has  an  inher¬ 
ent  tendency  to  reduce  all  of  life  to  economics. 
Brown  said  that  communism  by  its  basic  philosophy 
has  already  done  this.  “Christians,”  he  said,  “must 
struggle  to  prevent  a  part  of  life — the  economic — 
from  becoming  the  totality  of  life.” 


BLOOMINGTON,  Minn.  -  George  Reedy,  a 
former  Presidential  aide  who  is  now  dean  of 
Marquette  University’s  College  of  Journalism, 
tells  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  editors 
that  the  Watergate  disclosures  could  well  be  a 
blessing  in  disguise  as  a  point  of  departure  in 
reforming  the  U.S.  Presidency.  Addressing  the 
joint  national  convention  of  the  Catholic  Press 
Association  and  the  Associated  Church  Press, 
the  former  aide  to  the  late  President  Lyndon 
B.  Johnson  declared  that  "arrogance”  and  a 
position  of  exaltation  in  power  and  authority 
have  become  part  of  the  White  House  scene  in 
the  last  20  to  30  years  and  that  Watergate  was 
“inevitable”  and  could  have  happened  in 
previous  administrations.  (RNS  Photo) 
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New  white  and  blue  46-passenger  bus  presented  to  Trinity  Church,  Ruston, 
in  special  ceremonies,  Sunday,  May  13  by  the  T.  L.  James  Co.  G.  W. 
James,  Jr.,  president  of  the  company,  T.  D.  James,  vice  president,  and 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Burichalter,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  coordinator 
of  youth  work  in  Trinity  Church,  joined  in  the  presentation.  It  was  re¬ 
ceived  on  behalf  of  the  church  by  the  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  pastor.  The 
bus  bears  the  words  “Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  -  Ruston,  La.”  on 
both  sides.  This  summer  it  will  transport  the  UMYF  to  their  work  camp 
project  at  Sugar  Loaf  Indian  Mission  near  Antlers,  Okla.  It  will  also  be 
used  by  the  Trinity  Nursery  School  and  other  groups  within  the  church. 


WARNING  TO  STUDENTS 
FROM  BBS 

In  the  past  few  weeks,  the  Better 
Business  Bureau  has  received  numer¬ 
ous  inquiries  about  Odyssey  Enter¬ 
prises,  Castroville,  Cal.  This  firm  of¬ 
fers  summer  jobs  to  high  school  and 
college  students  as  “tour  assistants”  to 
Europe,  Grand  Canyon,  and  Hawaii. 

Duties  are  listed  as  “administration, 
planning,  passenger  assistance,  and 
leisure  activities”  and  application  re¬ 
quires  a  $2  fee. 

The  U.  S.  Postal  Service  is  inves¬ 
tigating  Odyssey  Enterprises  and  the 
BBB  urges  prospective  applicants  to 
use  caution  in  dealing  with  the  firm. 

t 


The  Rev.  Patrick  Dyes  (right,  with 
Mrs.  Dyes) of  New  Delhi,  India,  was 
guest  preacher  for  a  recent  “India 
Sunday”  at  Memorial  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe.  The  Rev.  James  Christie  (left, 
with  Mrs.  Christie)  is  pastor.  Dyes 
is  a  graduate  student  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  Tex. 
The  Dyes’  were  accompanied  to  the 
observance  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briscoe 
Sydney  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Dass, 
also  of  New  Delhi  and  Dallas. 


Shreveport  area 
churches  examine 
new  study  series 

Leaders  and  teachers  of  the  57  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  churches  in  the  Shreve- 
'port  area  met  Tuesday,  May  15,  at 
Centenary  College  to  examine  and  re¬ 
view  the  new  resource  material,  “Our 
Living  Bible  Series.” 

Miss  Nellie  M.  Moser,  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  and  editor  of  “Adult  Leader,”  a 
quarterly  guidebook  for  leaders  and 
planners  of  Methodist  programs,  led 
the  sessions. 

Miss  Moser  explained  the  series  and 
backgroimd  information  on  research  re¬ 
lating  to  the  series.  She  described  the 
series  as  a  study  of  the  Bible  which 
emphasizes  the  meaning  of  the  scrip¬ 
ture. 

E.  E.  Armstrong,  district  director 
of  adult  ministries,  presided  at  the  ses¬ 
sions. 

t 

COLLINS  PEVKARD 
TO  PREACH 
AT  CAMP  MEETING 

The  Rev.  Collins  D.  -Pinkard,  pastor 
of  First  U.  M.  Church,  Boyce,  is 
scheduled  to  preach  at  the  Annual 
Camp  Meeting,  June  15-24,  at  Ellis 
Tabernacle,  near  Maxie.  Pinkard  is 
known  for  his  evangelistic  and  mis¬ 
sionary  work  in  Alaska  and  South 
America. 

This  traditional  meeting  is  spon¬ 
sored  jointly  by  Methodist,  Baptist, 
and  Nazarene  churches;  the  churches 
alternate  in  providing  a  preacher. 

Singer  for  the  meeting  will  be  the 
Rev.  Homer  Bailes,  pastor  of  First 
U.  M.  Church,  Roanoke,  also  widely 
known  as  an  evangelist.  He  sang  for 
several  years  with  the  Bailes  Brothers 
Quartet  and  has  appeared  on  the 
Gkand  Ole  Opry  and  Louisiana  Hay- 
ride. 


Scholarship 
to  honor  the  late 
H.  D.  Burkhalter 

Most  people  remember  H.  D.  Burk¬ 
halter  as  one  of  Louisiana’s  most  out¬ 
standing  conservation  crusaders  during 
the  past  50  years.  Methodists  remem¬ 
ber  him  for  his  love  God  and  his 
service  to  man  and  God  through  his 
church.  Brnkhalter  died  in  1972  but 
he  left  trademarks  of  his  Christian  love 
and  of  his  forestry  and  soil  and  water 
conservation  work  throughout  the 
state. 

The  Louisiana  Forestry  Foundation 
has  plans  to  honor  Burkhalter  in  a 
memorable  way.  A  $1,000  forestty 
scholarship  will  be  given  each  year  in 
Burkhalteris  memory.  The  first  scholar¬ 
ship  is  planned  to  go  to  a  forestry 
student  at  Louisiana  Tech  University 
in  the  fall  of  1973.  In  subs^uent 
years,  the  $1,000  stipend  will  be 
granted  to  a  student  at  one  of  the  three 
forestry  schools  in  the  state. 

H.  B.  Martin,  retired  state  conser¬ 
vationist  in  Louisiana  and  director  of 


The  Second  Annual  Conference  on 
Medicine  and  Religion  was  held  re¬ 
cently  at  Louisiana  State  University  at 
Alexandria  (LSUA).  The  conference 
was  sponsored  by  the  LSUA  Wesley 
Foundation  and  was  coordinated  by  the 
Rev.  Spiller  Milton  of  Lecompte. 

Speaker  for  the  event,  which  was 
open  to  all  area  clergymen  and  phy¬ 
sicians,  was  Dr.  John  Stehlin,  scientific 
director  of  St.  Joseph  Hospitd  Labora¬ 
tories  for  Cancer  Research  and  clinical 
associate  professor  of  surgery  at  Bay- 

from  page  one  HYMNALS 

scription  in  the  books  may  be  made 
to  show  to  our  Mexican  Wends  who 
sent  the  hymnals.  Mr.  Blanchard’s  ad¬ 
dress  is:  Drawer  29,  Sulphur,  Louisi¬ 
ana  70663. 
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the  South  Regional  Technical  Service 
Center,  Soil  Conservaticm  Service  in 
Fort  Worth,  an  active  Methodist  lay¬ 
man,  and  a  long-time  friend  cl  Burk¬ 
halter,  spearheaded  the  drive  for 
scholarship  fxmds.  He  said  more  than 
$12,000  has  been  donated  for  the 
scholarship  fund. 

Prior  to  his  death  Burkhalter  was 
vice-president  of  T.  L.  James  and 
Company  of  Ruston.  His  main  work 
was  in  forestry  and  as  manager  of  land 
owned  by  the  company.  He  was  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  key  promoters  of 
new  forestry  practices  and  was  recog¬ 
nized  many  times  for  his  contributions 
to  conservations. 

William  Matthews,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  for  the  Louisiana  Forestry  Assoc¬ 
iation,  said  he  can  think  of  no  better 
way  to  honor  a  man  such  as  Burkhal¬ 
ter.  This  scholarship,  he  said,  wiD 
strengthen  the  forestry  program  in  the 
state. 

Gene  Warren, 

Public  Information  Specialist 

Soil  Conservation  Service  U.S. 

Department  of  Agriculture 
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lor  University  College  of  Medicine  at 
Houston,  Tex. 

Speaking  on  “Treatment  of  the  Ter¬ 
minally  Dl,”  Stehlin  smd,  “There  is  no 
disease  .  .  .  that  ignites  the  quality  of 
fear  as  does  cancer.  To  combat  such 
fear  and  to  establish  hope  within  real¬ 
ity,  a  patient  must  have  open  com¬ 
munication  with  his  physician,  clergy¬ 
man,  and  family.” 

Essential  factors  in  the  treatment  of 
cancer,  Stehlin  concluded,  are  (1)  the 
emotional  state  of  the  patient,  doctor, 
and  family;  2)  the  religious  outlook  of 
the  patient,  doctor,  and  family;  3)  the 
legal  right  of  the  patient  to  know;  and 
4)  the  nature  of  the  disease. 

Stehlin  also  spoke  to  students  at 
LSUA  School  of  Nursing  and  toured 
the  facilities. 

t 


Tom  H.  Matheny,  Hammond  attorney  and  Louisiana  Conference  lay  leader 
(left)  has  been  installed  as  1973  president  of  the  Louisiana  Association 
for  Mental  Health.  Shown  with  Mr.  Matheny  at  the  ceremonies  are  (left  to 
right)  Mrs.  Jack  R.  Frank,  of  Crowley,  vice  president;  Gov.  Edwin  W. 
Edwards  of  Louisiana;  and  Mrs.  William  Broadhurst,  of  New  Orleans,  a 
member  of  the  local  chapter  there. 


Medicine  and  Religion  Conference  at  LSUA 
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DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is 

a  schedule  for  the 

DaUy  Bible  Reading,  which  the 

Boao-d  of  EvaJigelism  invites  you 

to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 

use  in  your 

homes. 

June  3 — Sunday  ....  Acts  2:22-36 

June  4  . 

.  . .  Acts  2:37-47 

June  5  . 

Acts  4:1-4,  13-33 

June  6  . 

.  Acts  5:12-16 

June  7  .  . 

.  Acts  5:34-42 

June  8' . 

.  Acts  6:1-15 

June  9  . 

.  Acts  8:1-17 

June  10  . 

.  Acts  2:1-21 

P.  K.  KORNER 

GEORGE  WILLIAM  “BILLY” 
Boyd,  son  of  Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Boyd 
of  Bogalusa  and  the  late  Rev. 
Joseph  W.  Boyd,  and  Rebecca 
Dean  Norton,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Dewey  Norton  of 
Bogalusa,  were  united  in  marriage 
in  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Boga¬ 
lusa,  May  19. 

NEW  ARRIVAL:  Adonna  and 

Michaels  Sowers  announce  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  their  first  child,  Timothy 
Randall.  Little  Randy  was  born 
May  3,  in  Shreveport  where  his 
parents  reside.  Adonna  is  a  P.K. 
belonging  to  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
McDowell,  superintendent  of  the 
Lafayette  District,  and  Mrs. 
McDowell. 

THE  REV.  FRANK  M.  STAGE, 
pastor  of  the  Kentwood-Mt.  Her- 
mon  Charge,  writes  that  his  son, 
Ben  Stage  will  graduate  in  the 
June  2  Medical  School  graduating 
class  at  LSU,  New  Orleans,  where 
his  wife  (the  former  Rosemary 
Bolin  of  Junctio’h  City)  is  com¬ 
pleting  her  sophomore  year  at  the 
same  school.  The  couple  will  be 
moving  to  Shreveport  where  Rose¬ 
mary  will  continue  her  medical 
training  at  LSU  Medical  School 
while  Ben  does  his  internship  and 
residency  at  Con feredate Memorial 
Hospital. 


Douglas  Sanders  (left)  of  Lakeview 
United  Methodist  Church  received  the 
License  to  Preach  during  the  Ruston 
District  Rally  held  at  Springhill 
Church  on  May  20.  Shown  with  him  are 
his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doyle 
Sanders. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
Auxiliary  prior  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jack  H.  Midyett 
leaving  the  Home,  Mrs.  Murray  C.  Fincher,  on  behalf 
of  the  Auxiliary,  is  seen  presenting  the  Midyetts 
with  a  complete  silver  punch  set.  Mrs.  Arthur  W. 
Freeman,  at  right,  is  president  of  the  Auxiliary. 


Three  mothers  were  honored  at  Centenary  Methodist 
Church,  Rayne,  on  Mothers’  Day.  Shown  with  their 
pastor  the  Rev.  George  McVay  js  Mrs.  Ginger 
Cormier,  youngest  mother,  Mrs.  Paul  Foreman,  the 
mother  with  the  most  children  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Jen¬ 
nings,  oldest  mother. 


DELHI  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  members  had  a  family  night 
feast  of  fish  and  frog  legs  re¬ 
cently.  The  fish  were  caught  by 
E.  A.  “Nig”  Woodard;  the  frog 
legs  by  Duane  Foster.  Laymen 
who  served  as  chefs  were  Floyd 
Bradley,  Johnnie  Cherbini,  Bill 
Stokes,  and  John  Armstrong. 
During  the  festivities,  Mrs.  Billie 
Cutler  and  Mrs.  Pat  Lane  were 
honored  by  the  presentation  of 
plaques  for  eighteen  years  of 
service  to  the  Nursery  Depart¬ 
ment.  Entertainment  for  the  eve¬ 
ning  was  provided  by  James  L. 
Watkins,  who  showed  movies  of 
past  church  functions,  including 
one  of  a  fish  fry  held  25  years 
ago.  The  Rev.  W.  A.  Haskell  is 
the  minister. 


AT  RIGHT: 

Some  of  the  members  of 
the  Ball  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  visited 
the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston.  Terrel 
J.  DeVille,  assistant 
superintendent,  presented 
the  work  of  the  Home  and 
conducted  a  guided  tour. 
The  ladies  brought  a 
generous  gift  to  the  Home. 

AT  LEFT: 


Mrs.  Jean  Dillon,  left, 
representing  the  Young 
Adult  Class  which  spon¬ 
sored  the  Mothers’  Day 
“Cross  of  Love’’  in 
Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  Sulphur.  The 
$200  raised  in  honor  and 
in  memory  of  mothers 
will  be  directed,  in  part, 
toward  the  purchase  of 
Bibles  for  Mexico. 


The  Rev.  J.  A.  Alford  of  Minden,  re¬ 
tired  minister  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  gave  his  witness  during  the 
Ruston  District  Rally  at  Springhill. 
The  Rally  coincided  with  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  Springhill  United  Methodist 
Church  Youth  Building  and  Parsonage 
on  the  same  day. 


THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Memorial  Church,  Opelousas, 
and  First  Church,  Eunice,  held  a 
retreat  at  Lake  Charles  District 
Camp  on  Friday  night  and  Saturday 
morning,  May  11  and  12. 


THE  LELAND  L.  SULLIVAN 
family  was  named  Church  Family 
of  the  Year  by  members  of  the 
Blanchard  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Sullivans  and  their 
children,  Cindy,  Scott  and  Steve, 
have  made  a  tremendous  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  church  and  its  out¬ 
reach.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  church 
treasurer,  lay  leader,  choir  member, 
and  a  member  of  the  Evangel 
Sunday  School  Class.  Mrs.  Sul¬ 
livan  is  the  church  pianist.  Work 
Area  Chairman  of  Worship,  teaches 
the  Kindergarten  and  First  Grade 
Sunday  School  Class,  and  is  the 
official  driver  of  the  church  bus. 
Cindy  is  also  a  member  of  the 
choir.  Plans  for  the  supper  in 
their  honor  were  made  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  R.  C.  Attaway, 
coordinator  of  Family  Ministries, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  L.  W.  Taylor. 

DR.  JOLLY  HARPER,  pastor  of 
Louisiana  Memorial  Church  in 
Opelousas,  was  the  speaker  at 
Family  Night  in  First  Church, 
Eunice,  when  Teacher  Apprecia¬ 
tion  was  observed,  May  23.  The 
Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  the 
Eunice  minister. 


CHILDREN’S  HOME 
ALUMNI 

The  annual  meeting  of  alumni  of 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
will  be  held  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Home,  Sunday,  June  10.  The 
morning  will  be  devoted  to  visit¬ 
ing,  business,  and  worship. 

Mr.  Melvin  Lewis,  Longview, 
Tex.  is  Alumni  President. 
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Seated  from  left  are  Miss 
Gertrude  Hawkins,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Epps  United 
Methodist  Women;  Mrs. 
Joe  Butler,  president, 
Delhi  United  Methodist 
WSCS;  Mrs.  Lorenz  Teer 
and  Mrs.  Will  Madden, 
Delhi  Circle  chairmen, 
shown  at  a  luncheon  held 
May  1  at  the  Delhi  United 
Methodist  Church. 


The  Women’s  Society  of  the  Live 
Oak  United  Methodist  Church  of  Wat¬ 
son  concluded  a  study  of  India  on 
May  13  with  a  slide  lecture  by 
Tatiwder  Goel,  a  native  of  India.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Goel  are  shown,  right.  With 
them  is  Miss  Jill  Justice  of  Live 
Oak,  whom  they  have  dressed  in  the 
native  costume. 


New  Iberia  recently  installed  as  officers  of  the  newly  organized  United 
Methodist  Women  the  group  shown  above.  They  are,  seated  from  left,  Mrs. 
David  Graff,  first  vice  president;  Mrs.  H.  L.  Daughenbaugh,  second  vice 
president;  Miss  Laura  Burnham,  secretary;  standing:  Mrs.  Vera  Williams, 
installing  officer;  Mrs.  Robert  Cates,  president;  Mrs.  H.  C.  McMullen, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Arthur  Land,  chairman  of  Membership;  Mrs.  B.  E.  Fox,  Sr., 
chairman  of  Nominations;  and  Mrs.  Vera  Marcell,  chairman  of  publicity. 


\ 

Mrs.  Johnson 


Comment 

* 

After  listening  to  lectures,  panel  discussions, 
etc.,  while  attending  the  conference  for  United 
Methodist  Women  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  much  in¬ 
formation  was  gained  to  make  us  cognizant  of 
the  responsibilities  we  have  to  broaden  our  lives 
a  little  more. 

We  are  in  a  changing  society  and  there  is  a 
need  for  change  to  meet  the  demands  of  God’s 
Mission.  Change  requires  that  a  vast  majority  of 
the  population  express  concern  and  understand 
the  implications  of  various  actions. 

As  Christian  Social  Relations  Chairperson, 
we  must  be  informed  about  issues  confronting  us  today.  Our  task  is  a 
constant  challenge.  The  new  inclusive  organization  offers  opportunity  to 
attract  and  involve  more  women.  It  offers  potential  for  greater  flexibility 
in  program  and  activities  which  could  appeal  to  a  broader  spectnim  of 
women  and  thereby  make  us  a  more  useful  and  meaningful  organization. 

The  success  or  failure  of  the  United  Methodist  organization  is  based 
upon  how  well  each  of  us  interprets  and  accepts  the  changes  now  before 
us.  It  is  up  to  you  and  me.  Have  faith  in  God.  Faith  will  move  mountains. 

Representing  the  United  Methodist  Women,  my  involvement  in  the 
conference  “Action  for  Health  Security”  in  Austin,  Texas  was  very  infor¬ 
mative  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  become  better  informed  atout 
the  Kennedy-Griffiths  Bill  on  the  Health  Security  Program  now  m  Con¬ 
gress.  The  program  is  designed  to  help  state  and  local  organizers  to  bring 
together  groups  of  citizens  with  varying  backgrounds  and  experience  to 
work  for  passage  of  national  health  insurance  legislation.  Your  support 

is  welcomed.  .  ,  j  *  j 

We  should  keep  in  mind  how  public  affairs  can  be  related  to  God. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Mrs.  Arthur  M.  Johnson 

Chairlady  Christian  Social  Relations 

United  Methodist  Women,  Louisiana  Conference 
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NEW  IBERIA  WOMEN 
INSTALL  OFFICERS 

Officers  of  the  newly-organized 
United  Methodist  Women  in  First 
Church,  New  Iberia,  were  installed  in 
an  evening  ceremony.  Mrs.  M.  S. 
White,  program  leader,  was  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Charles  Allen  and  Mrs.  Dan  Har¬ 
per  in  the  worship  service. 


The  worship  center,  created  by  Mrs. 
Alwin  Morgan,  was  interpreted  by 
Mrs.  White.  Based  on  a  Bible  verse 
from  Romans,  it  depicted  a  wooden 
cross  with  fresh  flowers,  symbolizing 
the  faith  of  women,  past  and  present. 
The  candlelight  service  which  followed 
portrayed  eight  decades  of  service  of 
Methodist  women.  The  Rev.  Fred  S. 
Flurry,  pastor,  gave  the  closing  prayer. 


Kenner  United  Methodist  Women  had  a  Luau  for  their  spring  luncheon.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Rickey  of  the  Aurora  Church  furnished  the  guest 
program,  showing  slides  of  Hawaii.  Shown  above,  from  left,  are  Mrs. 
Patsy  English,  vice  president  and  chairman  of  the  program,  Mrs.  Linda 
Duerson,  wife  of  the  host  pastor,  and  Mrs.  Nell  Rickey,  guest  speaker. 
Mrs.  Jean  Belmont  was  presented  with  a  “Special  Membership  by  her  hus¬ 
band,  Ernest  Belmont,  on  their  20th  wedding  anniversary.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  Carrollton  Church  by  Dr.  Rickey. 


Officers  for  United  Methodist  Women  in  the  Many 
Church  are  shown  above.  Seated  from  left  are;  Mrs. 
Glenn  Phares,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Hancock.  Standing;  Mrs. 
W.  V.  Sirman,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bengtson,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Byrd, 
Mrs.  Robert  Jackson,  Rev.  W.  V.  Sirman  (pastor) 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Jordan,  Mrs.  I.  D.  Bostin.  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Bengtson  was  the  installing  officer. 


The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  of  McGuire  Church,  West  Mon¬ 
roe,  had  a  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  on  a  recent  week¬ 
end  at  the  Wesley  Foundation,  Northeast  Louisiana 
University,  Monroe.  The  meeting  was  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Amant  (shown  at  left), 
who  also  gave  the  devotional.  Mrs.  Harriet  Dunlap 
(at  right)  led  the  retreat.  Her  discussion  theme  was 
“What’s  Rocking  your  Boat.’’  Mrs.  Sadie  Garrett 
(center)  was  pianist  for  the  occasion. 


The  Ingleside  parsonage  was  the  setting  for  fellow¬ 
ship  which  honored  all  women  of  the  church,  April 
29.  Mrs.  James  Bright  pours  punch  for  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Wallace  and  Mrs.  Charles  Titkemeyer, 
UMW  president.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Townsend,  pouring  cof¬ 
fee,  served  as  general  chairman  for  the  event. 
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SuttcLcu^ 


by  Dr.  James  Workman 


LESSON  FOR  JUNE  10;  God  Is  Su 

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Exodus  20:3-6; 
Matthew  6:24-34;  James  4:7-8. 

MEMORY  LESSON:  You  shaU  have  no  other  gods 
before  me.  Exodus  20:3 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  to  understand  God  %  the 
one  true  God,  and  to  love  Him  above  all  other 
rivals  for  our  goals  and  values  in  life. 

*  *  * 


"In  God  We  Trust”  is  engraved  on  our  money. 
Is  He  wntten,  in  the  first  place,  supreme  in  our 
heart,  thought,  word  and  deed?  Even  among  the 
great  Judeo-Christian  religions  there  are  varying 
viewpoints  of  God’s  place  in  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments,  but  he  is  always  first  and  last  —  supreme. 
Judaism,  the  religion  of  the  Jews,  makes  the  first 
commandment  mean  “I  am  the  Lord.”  Most  Protes¬ 
tants,  Greek  Orthodox  adherents,  and  reformed 
traditions  make  this  mean  that  there  are  no  other 
gods.  Roman  Catholic  and  Lutheran  Churches  make 
it  mean  that  there  are  no  other  gods,  and  no  images 
shall  be  made.  For  the  second  commandment,  Ju¬ 
daism  proclaims  no  other  gods  and  no  images.  Most 
of  Protestantism,  Greek  Orthodox  and  Reformed 
traditions,  make  it  proclaim  “No  Images.”  Roman 
Catholics  emphasize  the  Name  of  the  Lord.  The 
various  representations  of  these  first  two  command¬ 
ments  is  dramatized  in  two  main  Roupings  of  the 
Ten  Commandments,  four  and  six,  and  five  and 
five.  Dr.  Weaver’s  photograph,  “Moses  and  the  Ten 
Commandments”,  page  1,  of  the  Adult  Leader, 
shows  the  four  and  six  order.  Most  pictures  of  the 
commandments  show  them  five  on  either  column 
of  the  tables.  Always,  God  is  the  one  true  God  and 
no  image  is  to  be  made  of  Him. 

<01  0s  "its 

A  BUSINESSMAN  PUTS  GOD  FIRST 

Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis,  quotes  in  “What  Is 
Our  Concern?”,  p.  12,  Adult  Bible  Studies,  the  con¬ 
versation  of  a  friend  of  John  Wanamaker:  “He  was 
a  merchant,  postmaster  general,  and  president  of  one 
of  the  largest  department  stores  in  America.  He  was 
a  faithful  churchman  and  worked  in  the  education 
and  worship  programs  of  his  church.  The  friend 
asked  him,  ‘How  do  you  find  time  to  work  in  Sun¬ 
day  School  when  you  have  so  many  other  obliga¬ 
tions  that  take  your  time?’  Mr.  Wanamaker  replied, 
‘Why  the  Sunday  School  is  my  business,  all  other 
things  are  just  “things.”  Forty-five  years  ago  I 
decided  that  God’s  promise  was  true  and  sure:  ‘Seek 
ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness; 
and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you.’  ”  The 
commandment  that  was  put  first  in  the  revelation 

to  Moses  took  first  place  in  this  Christian’s  life. 

*  *  * 

THE  ONE  SUPREME  GOD 
IS  SEEN  IN  JESUS  CHRIST 

Jesus  worshipped  God.  He  never  gave  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  God.  There  is  none  in  the  Bible,  Old  or 
New  Testament.  There  is  no  definition  or  name  or 
God  in  the  Bible.  “I  Am  That  I  Am”,  (Exodus  3:- 
14)  is  God’s  “amazing  answer”  to  Moses’  question. 
Can  you  find  any  record  of  Jesus  calling  God  by 
name?  He  taught  his  followers  to  pray  to  “our 
Father,  'who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name.” 
God’s  relevations  of  Himself  are  far  beyond  the  lim¬ 
its  of  argument  and  definition  in  the  life  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Paul,  and  Philip.  To  Philip  Jesus  answered, 
“He  who  has  seen  me  has  seen  the  Father.”  (John 
14:8-11)  No  idol  image  of  God  can  represent  the 
immensity  of  God’s  revelation  of  Himself  in  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  The  first  scripture  for  today’s  les¬ 
son  is  interpreted  by  Lutherans  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  as  completion  of  the  first  commandment,  where¬ 
as  others  make  them  two  commandments.  God  is 
supreme  in  the  teaching  of  the  commandments.  In 
following  the  priority  erf  the  first  commandment  we 
are  assured  that  “we  cannot  have  other  gods,  but  we 

can  always  have  Him,”  Bishop  Tullis  states. 

*  *  * 


reme 


IDOL  WORSHIP  MEANS  LESSER  LOYALTY 
THAN  WORSHIP  OF  GOD 

When  Moses  gave  the  commandments  to  Israel 
from  the  height  of  Sinai,  he  found  the  Israelites  be¬ 
low  in  the  worship  of  the  golden  calf  idol.  He  re¬ 
buked  them  for  having  “lesser  loyalty  to  idols.”  They 
should  have  “one  commanding  loyalty.”  The  Israel¬ 
ites  lived  among  Canaanites  who  worshipped  Baal, 
an  agricultural  deity  who  was  supposed  to  bring 
fertility  to  the  land  and  produce  abundant  harvests. 
Bishop  Tullis  asks,  “Why  not  give  Baal  a  part  of 
life’s  worship  and  play  it  safe?  This  temptation  did 
not  die  with  the  Israelites.  Why  not  divide  up  life’s 
interests?  Why  should  one  God  demand  supreme 
loyalty?  What  is  the  difference  between  these  loyal¬ 
ties?” 

Idolatry  was  denounced  by  the  prophets  as 
prostitution  of  the  worship  of  God.  When  they  pro¬ 
claimed  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  the 
God  of  the  living,  they  were  witnessing  to  the  su¬ 
premacy  of  God  over  death  and  life.  This  God  is  a 
god  of  righteousness,  justice,  mercy  —  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  humble  is  to  walk  with  Him. 

Hi  ♦  * 

WORSHIP  OF  GOD 
IS  ONE  SUPREME  LOYALTY 

The  heart  of  this  lesson  is  to  worship  God  with 
all  one’s  heart  and  soul  and  mind  and  strength,  and 
to  love  one’s  neighbor  as  himself.  Jesus’  teaching  of 
“No  one  can  serve  God  and  mammon”  calls  for 
love  over  hate  and  devotion  over  abhorrence. 
One  cannot  do  both.  Life’s  anxieties  are  rebuked  by 
God’s  care  of  the  birds  of  the  air,  and  the  lilies  of 
the  field. 

A  humble  preacher  was  giving  a  large  sum  — 
for  his  small  income  —  for  a  Christian  school  in 
distress.  His  successful  son-in-law  admonished  him 
sharply  for  his  “extravagance.”  The  preacher  re¬ 
plied,  “Consider  the  birds  and  the  flowers.”  The 
younger  man  replied,  “That’s  not  very  practical!” 
Or,  is  it?  The  preacher  knew  that  he  couldn’t  take 
it  with  him,  but  he  could  leave  it  invested  in  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching.  Three  generations  since  have  been 
blessed  by  his  following  the  spirit  of  the  words  of 
his  Lord. 

In  "serving”  the  Lord,  Dr.  Barclay  freshens  the 
meaning  by  saying  the  word  “serve”  means  “to  be 
a  slave.”  Also,  he  continues,  the  word  “Master” 
means  “absolute  ownership.”  “Mammon”  means 
money  or  property  used  as  a  medium  of  exchange. 
So  to  worship  God  means  to  serve  as  his  slave.  For 
what  worth  is  money  except  what  you  get  in  its  ex¬ 
change?  John  Wesley’s  rule  was  to  earn  all  you  can, 
save  all  you  can,  spend  all  you  can,  and  give  all 
you  can,  in  the  spirit  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has 
given  us.  That  applies  to  this  Pentecost  anniversary, 
as  it  did  in  Wesley’s  days  of  circuit  riding.  Wesley 
feared  that  his  people  would  grow  so  prosperous  in 
worldly  things  that  they  would  forget  the  Lord  who 
made  it  possible  for  them  to  have  “over  and  above” 
what  they  needed.  The  liberty  in  slavery  to  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  is  given  a  lasting  testimony  in  the 
hymn  of  George  Matheson,  “Make  me  a  captive 
Lord,  and  then  I  shall  be  free  .  .  His  hymn,  “O 
Love  that  wilt  not  let  me  go  .  .  .”  again  witnesses  to 
the  slavery  to  God  which  is  true  Christian  sonship  to 
the  One  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ. 

*  *  * 

DO  WE  IDENTIFY 
OUR  MODERN  IDOLS? 

In  the  Adult  Leader  John  D.  Humphrey  recom¬ 
mended  Bishop  Tullis’  identification  of  man’s  idola¬ 
tries.  The  following  statement  from  Martin  Luther 
is  quoted:  “Your  god  is  that  around  which  you  en¬ 
twine  your  heart  and  on  which  you  place  your  con¬ 
fidence  .  .  .  Man-made  idols,  other  gods,  had  no 
particular  moral  principles.”  These  man-made  idols, 
gods  of  physical  ease,  comfort,  popularity,  prestige, 
or  security,  leave  man  dissatisfied  in  his  hunger  and 
thirst  for  righteousness.  A  distinguished  Frenchman, 
on  a  visit  to  the  United  States,  said  to  some  Ameri¬ 
can  friends,  “I  see  you  put  up  in  New  York  Harbor 


a  monstrous  idol  which  you  called  “Liberty.”  Truly 
with  all  the  liberation  experiments  currently  enervat¬ 
ing  our  lives,  the  liberty  and  the  freedom  with  which 
God  in  Christ  sets  us  free,  cry  out  for  a  renewing 
of  the  old  and  new  life  abundant. 

Bishop  Tullis’  outlines  the  following  topics  for 
our  study  of  the  scriptures:  “We  Must  Have  a  God”; 
The  God  we  worship  “Determines  The  Direction  of 
our  Lives”;  In  worship  we  “Give  Ourselves  to  God”, 
in  a  manner  exemplified  in  John  Wanamaker’s  dedi¬ 
cation;  and  follow  the  way  —  “How  to  Put  God 
First.”  True,  lesser  idols,  objects  of  loyalty  and  wor¬ 
ship  do  exist;  work,  money,  speed,  success,  status, 
health,  travel,  leisure,  “but  they  are  not 
God.”  Harold  Minor,  Editor  of  “Adult  Leader,” 
challenges  us  with  the  effects  of  these  competing 
idols  in  modem  life.  The  Christian  attitude  in  pray¬ 
er  to  the  one  supreme  God,  will  polarize  our  chief 
loyalty  to  Him.  God’s  will  for  the  life  of  each  child 
of  his  will  command  that  child’s  every  thought, 
word,  and  deed,  and  give  strength  to  live  in  his 
care.  The  first  commandment  affirms  the  unique 
first  choice  of  God  for  Israel’s  worship,  “the  unity 
of  all  life,”  and  all  its  aspects  as  “integral  parts  of 
one  common  universe.” 

*  *  * 

GOD’S  JEALOUS  LOVE 
REQUIRES  OUR  FIRST  LOVE 

The  second  commandment,  next  to  the  longest 
of  the  ten,  cries  out  against  a  superficial  tolerance 
of  beliefs  in  other  gods  with  the  proclamation  of 
God’s  nature,  of  jealous  love!  God  loves  *us,  and 
requires  our  first  love  of  Him.  God  desires  us  to 
love  Him  above  every  other  object  of  attention  and 
devotion.  “Either  God  is  one’s  supreme  object  of 
devotion,  or  something  else  dominates  one’s  life.” 
Just  as  God  cares  for  aU  nature,  much  more  does 
He  care  for  each  child  of  his  creation. 

Someone  has  said  that  “word”  and  “weather” 
are  life’s  two  most  meaningful  expressions.  God’s 
love  and  man’s  eternal  communion  with  Him  are 
the  fulfilling  of  the  first  two  commandments.  Words 
about  God  must  lead  us  to  revealing  His  wonderful 
acts  in  our  daily  life.  We  need  emotional,  mental, 
moral,  physical,  and  total  spiritual  wholeness  in  ful¬ 
filling  the  spirit  of  these  commandments.  Other 
loyalties  than  first  loyalty  to  God  split  life  into  many 
lesser  loyalties  to  tear  apart  life  that  was  created  to 
be  whole,  holy,  and  wholesome.  This  is  God’s  vow, 
and  covenant,  like  the  marriage  covenant,  in  Hosea, 
and  in  Revelation;  “The  Spirit  and  the  Bride  say 
come.”  No  promises  of  security  in  the  resources  of 
commercial  media,  newsprint,  television,  radio,  sign¬ 
board,  and  talk,  can  satisfy  the  human  hunger  for 
the  Way,  the  Truth  and  The  Life  abundant  in  loyal¬ 
ty  to  God’s  will. 

Rollo  May,  a  long  admired  counselor,  diagnoses 
the  emptiness  of  our  rapidly  changing  society  as  a 
r^ult  of  our  “outer-directed”  rather  than  “inner- 
directed”  life.  Fears  and  anxiety  result.  Jesus 
preached  life’s  major  loyalty,  life’s  driving  force  in 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  This  is  life’s  first  and 
final  commandment,  to  be  fulfilled.  Harold  Minor 
reports  a  newspaper  topic,  “Back  to  God,  If  No  Ball 
Game.”  A  modern  cartoon  cited  the  bride  in  gown 
and  train,  accosting  the  groom  on  the  golf  tee,  and 
his  reply,  “I  said.  If  it  doesn’t  rain.”  Weather  and 
word  proclaim  our  worship,  our  intention  and  de¬ 
votion.  “In  God  We  Trust”  should  mean  “Our 
Trust  is  God.” 

To  attend  church  worship  and  Church  School, 
to  read  and  live  Bible  truth  are  evidences  and  opera¬ 
tions  of  celestial  nurture,  therapy  and  surgery, 
through  true  repentence  and  faith. 

*  *  :|e 

DEVOTIONAL  AIDS  IN 
DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Jeremiah  1:4-10;  Exodus  20:3-6;  God  or  Mam¬ 
mon  —  Matthew  6:24-33;  James  4:1-10;  Genesis 
32:22-32;  Exodus  34:11-17;  Luke  18:18-30;  and 
Psalms  62  are  helpful  studies  for  home  devotion 
during  the  week  before  this  lesson  is  considered  the 
following  Sunday.  They  center  our  attention  upon 
God,  and  our  Lord. 

Next  week’s  lesson,  is  “More  Than  Lip  Service,” 
dealing  with  the  third  commandment.  “Father,  fix 
our  hearts,  our  wills,  upon  Thee  in  perfect  confi¬ 
dence.” 
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Bolivian  bishop  urges 
continuing  missionary  presence 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Without 
abandoning  its  commitment  to  “an  in¬ 
tegral  Gospel  for  all  men  and  for  the' 
whole  of  man”  including  commitment 
to  social  involvement  and  service, 
Methodists  of  Bolivia  “at  this  moment’^ 
are  placing  a  top  priority  on  evangel¬ 
ism,  church  growth  and  congregational 
life,  says  their  leader. 

Other  priorities  are  leadership  train¬ 
ing  of  indigenous  pastors,  agricultural¬ 
ists  and  other  workers,  and  further  in¬ 
ternationalization  of  the  “foreign”  mis¬ 
sionary  corps  serving  with  Bolivian  co¬ 
workers,  according  to  Bishop  Morti¬ 
mer  Arias.  He  said  missionaries  from 
the  U.  S.  are  “needed  and  useful”  in 
Bolivia. 

Since  1969  when  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  became  autonomous. 
Bishop  Arias  has  been  its  episcopal 
head.  The  church  has  a  constituency 
of  about  10,000  and  a  membership  of 
about  2,500.  The  latter  represents  a 
figure  that  means  active,  participating 
members,  said  the  bishop,  because  only 
those  who  make  a  public  declaration 
and  agree  to  actively  support  the 
church  are  received  as  members.  The 
constituency  includes  adherents,  pro¬ 
bationary  members  and  others  in  the 
“Methodist  community,”  he  added. 


Interviewed  while  conferring  in  New 
York  with  United  Methodist  officials 
on  a  recent  U.  S.-European  trip.  Bish¬ 
op  Arias  emphasized  that  “though  it 
may  sound  obvious,  our  first  priority 
is  proclamation  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  There  are,  of  course,  many 
Ways  to  proclaim  the  Gospel,  and  our 
church  has  been  known  for  its  concern 
in  social  issues  and  needs  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  involvement  of  the  church  in 
service  of  men.” 

In  keeping  with  a  stance  of  “an  in- 
fegr&ted  Gospel  for  all  men  and  for 
the  whole  erf  man,”  the  church  con¬ 
tinues  its  involvement  in  educational 
work  with  the  government  and  com¬ 
munities,  in  medical  work  and  in  agri¬ 
cultural  work.  Bishop  Arias  said. 

However,  he  noted,  “at  this  moment, 
our  priority  is  evangelism,  church 
growth  and  congregational  life.  This 
doesn’t  mean  we  are  leaving  our  for¬ 
mer  emphases,  but  that  we  are  trying 
to  balance  the  inner  life  of  the  church 
and  the  outreach  and  influence  out¬ 
side  in  society.  In  recent  times,  there 
has  been  a  reawakening  of  interest  id 
evangelism  among  congregations  and 
pastors.” 

Going  along  with  interest  in  evange¬ 
lism  is  concern  for  church  growth,  the 


Historic  Gante  Church  in  Mexico  City  is  center  for  1973  activi¬ 
ties  of  world  and  Mexican  Methodism.  The  World  Federation 
of  Methodist  Women  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  will  both  meet  in  July;  in  December  a 
national  convocation  will  celebrate  100  years  of  Methodism  in 

Mexico.  Photo:  United  Methodist  Missions 

by  Toge  Fujihira 


PENTECOST,  1973 

JUNE  10 

WORLD-WIDE  DAY  OF 

COMMITMENT 

Methodists,  the  world  over  are  being  urged  to  enter  a 
period  of  new  commitment  to  mission  on  Pentecost,  June  10, 
1973.  The  World  Evangelism  Committee  suggests  that  in  each 
country,  and  in  each  congregation  the  World  Methodist  Call 
to  Evangelism  be  announced  and  copies  of  the  Call  distri¬ 
buted. 

It  is  hoped  that  miUions  of  individuals  will  participate  in  a 
prayer  of  commitment  indicating  their  desire  to  be  a  part  of 
the  world-wide  thrust. 

The  period  of  commitment,  which  begins  with  Pentecost, 
1973,  will  climax  with  the  World-Wide  Vigil  of  Prayer  on 
New  Year’s  Eve,  1973. 

As  a  part  of  your  implementation  of  the  World-Wide  Day 
of  Commitment,  plan  to  secure  copies  of  this  issue  of 
WORLD  METHODIST  EVANGELISM  REPORT  for  congre¬ 
gational  distribution  on  Pentecost  Sunday.  Or,  reproduce 
parts  of  it  in  your  bulletin  for  the  entire  congregation. 


Copies  of  “World  Methodist  Evangelism  Report”  are  available 
from: 

Dr.  Raoul  C.  Calkins 
World  Methodist  Evangelism 
Room  302 

395  East  Broad  Street 
Columbus,  Ohio  43215 

(Single  copy  free;  100  copies,  $3.50;  500  copies,  $15) 


Bolivian  church  leader  noted,  and 
growth  is  occuring.  He  said  it  is  more 
visable  among  Aymara-speaking  (In¬ 
dian)  congregations,  both  in  cities  such 
as  La  Paz  where  a  new  church  is  es¬ 
tablished  virtually  every  year,  and  in 
the  high  altiplano  along  Lake  Titicaca, 
where  congregations  are  led  by  Ayma- 
ras  themselves. 

To  a  question  often  asked  by 
Americans,  Bishop  Arias  answered, 
“yes,  missionaries  are  needed  and  use¬ 
ful  in  Bolivia.  We  have  continued  to 
request  them  from  the  U.  S.  and  othef 
parts  of  the  world.” 

The  present  expatriate  missionary 
force  includes  about  40  U.  S.  mission¬ 
aries,  he  said,  plus  missionaries  from 
Japan  supported  by  Swiss  United 
Methodists.  He  said  the  Bolivian 
church  is  working  with  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  societies  in  Europe  and  with 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  to  re¬ 
cruit  missionaries  from  Europe,  Latin 
American  countries  and  various  other 
parts  of  the  Third  World.  The  East 
Asia  Christian  Conference  has  been 
invited  to  send  a  missionary  couple 
from  the  Philippines,  he  added. 

Along  with  continued  missionary 
presence,  however,  goes  stress  on  train¬ 
ing  Bolivian  church  leadership.  Bishop 
Arias  made  clear.  “This  is  pretty  much 
one  of  our  first  priorities,  and  we  are 
trying  to  train  national  leaders  as  best 
and  quickly  as  possible.  We  are  even 
using  the  fact  that  several  of  our  lead¬ 
ers  are  in  (political)  exile  to  train  them 
better  until  they  are  allowed  to  return 
to  Bolivia.  They  are  studying  in  Chile, 
Argentina  and  the  U.  S.” 

A  new  type  of  seminary  is  in  the  ex¬ 
perimental  stage.  Bishop  Arias  re¬ 
ported.  It  is  called  an  “extension  semi¬ 


nary”  and  operates  in  several  areas  of 
the  country  in  an  attempt  to  “reach 
local  leadership  of  the  church  and  give 
them  better  in-service  training,”  he  ex¬ 
plained.  The  traditional  residential 
seminary  in  Montero  is  being  closed 
for  a  few  years,  he  said. 

Perhaps  typical  of  a  style  of  both 
using  missionaries  and  training  nation¬ 
al  leadership,  said  the  bishop,  is  thfe 
case  of  a  U.  S.  agriculturist  who  asked 
church  leaders  for  permission  to  do 
further  study  in  agronomy  while  oh 
furlough.  The  church  approved  such 
training  but  asked  the  missionary  to 
help  find  resources  to  support  a  Boliv¬ 
ian  agronomist  in  his  agricultural  post 
while  he  was  away  and  to  enable  the 
Bolivian  to  receive  the  same  level  of 
training. 

In  that  way.  Bishop  Arias  said,  “at 
the  same  time  that  we  are  helping 
missionaries  to  receive  training  we  are 
also  preparing  national  leadership  to 
work  with  missionaries  and  eventually 
perhaps  to  replace  them.” 

t 

News  in  Brief 

Because  of  financial  pressures  re¬ 
sulting  from  world  monetary  changes, 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  will 
hold  its  1973  Central  Committee  meet¬ 
ing  at  its  headquarters  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  rather  than  Helsinki,  Fin¬ 
land,  Aug.  22-29. 
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The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  has  sent  $2,000  to  assist  in 
relief  after  a  cyclone  ripped  across 
portions  of  the  Tonga  Islands. 
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Travel  group  to  study 
Church's  role  in 
changing  culture 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
Twenty-seven  persons  —  pastors,  col¬ 
lege  and  university  chaplains  and  pro¬ 
fessors,  a  hospital  chaplain,  a  confer¬ 
ence  staff  member,  and  the  director  of 
an  urban  ministry  —  along  with  28 
erf  their  family  members  will  partici- 
p^  in  a  seven-week  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Travel-Study  Seminar  to  Eastern 
and  Central  Europe  this  summer. 

Scheduled  for  June  30-August  22, 
the  pilot  project  is  being  led  by  Dr. 
Mark  A.  Rouch  and  Dr.  Donald  S. 
Stanton,  staff  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

Purpose  of  the  seminar,  according 
to  the  administrators,  is  to  “explore 
the  relationships  of  the  Church  and 
culture  in  ways  which  will  illuminate 
the  Church’s  role  in  the  changing  cul¬ 
ture  of  the  United  States.”  Laboratory 
for  the  exploration  will  be  the  Graz 
Center  in  Austria  and  field  trips  to 
Italy,  Yugoslavia,  Western  Austria, 
West  and  East  Germany,  and  Czecho¬ 
slovakia. 

Individuals  were  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  seminar  following  recom¬ 
mendations  from  annual  conference 
board  of  ministry  chairpersons  and 
college  administrators.  The  group  was 
deliberately  chosen  to  be  representa¬ 
tive  of  sex,  age,  race,  geographic  loca¬ 
tion,  and  size  of  churches  or  colleges. 

The  administrators  hope  that  the 
seminar  can  prove  to  be  more  than 
other  overseas  tours  which  they  say 
often  amount  to  “travel  with  a  dash  of 
education  thrown  in.” 

“We  believe  the  Church  should 
move  with  deliberate  speed  in  plan¬ 
ning  international  study  programs  with 
well-defined,  realistic  objectives  and 
sound  educational  procedures,”  they 
said. 
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Commercial  interest  rates  affect  UMDF  investments 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  A  report  of 
a  ^line  in  investments  —  attributed 
to  increased  commercial  interests  rates 
available  to  investors  and  interpreted 
as  positive  —  election  of  officers, 
granting  of  loans  and  setting  of  inter¬ 
est  rates  for  last  half  of  1973  marked 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  (rf  the  United  Methodist  Devel¬ 
opment  Fund  (UMDF)  May  16. 

UMDF  is  the  national  agency  which 
receives  investments  from  United 
Meth<^st  members,  churches  and 
agencies,  and  makes  loans  to  churches 
for  building  purposes.  It  is  related  to 
the  National  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Despite  less  in  investments  in  the 
Fund  than  in  withdrawals  from  it  for 
the  first  four  months  this  year,  the  total 
in  the  UMDF,  $47,438,110,  as  of 
April  30  was  $224,000  above  that  as 
of  December  31,  1972,  reported  treas¬ 
urer  Beverley  C.  Berry,  New  York. 
The  iucrease  was  accounted  for  through 
interest  payments  on  UMDF  loans  by 
churches  and  interest  received  on  the 


Fund’s  unloaned  capital,  she  said. 

Miss  Berry  reported  that  investments 
in  the  first  four  months  of  1973  were 
down  $3,683,000  from  the  similar  per¬ 
iod  of  1972,  the  1973  figure  being  $1,- 
'744,662.  Also  she  reported,  with¬ 
drawals  for  the  first  four  months  of 
&is  year  were  $1,218,000  higher  than 
in  the  similar  period  of  1972. 

In  a  statement  after  the  meeting. 
Dr.  H.  Paul  &nith,  UMDF  executive 
s^retary,  stressed  that  the  Fund  was 
still  actively  soliciting  investments  and 
that  the  recent  trends  were  only  in¬ 
dicative  that  the  UMDF  is  returning 
to  what  had  been,  prior  to  1972,  a 
normal  pattern  of  investment.  “The 
unusual  money  market  —  with  low 
interest  rates  —  generated  significant 
new  investment  and  with  the  return  of 
commercial  agencies  to  higher  rates, 
many  large  investors  who  normally 
would  not  have  looked  our  direction 
did  so,  but  now  are  returning  to  their 
usual  places  of  investment  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  field.” 

A  major  factor  in  the  withdrawals, 


DM  properties  escape  extensive  damage 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  In  the  af¬ 
termath  of  floodiog  on  the  Mississippi 
river  and  several  tributaries.  United 
Methodist  property  apparently  has 
been  spared  extensive  damage,  Wman 
needs  are  being  met,  and  no  church¬ 
wide  appeal  is  anticipated  at  this 
stage,  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  New 
York,  said.  He  is  chief  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  On 
Relief  (UMCOR). 

Preliminary  reports  from  five  epis¬ 
copal  areas  surveyed  by  UMCOR 
showed  damage  to  three  churches  and 
two  parsonages  in  southern  Illinois, 
totalling  $42,000;  to  four  churches  in 
Louisiana,  totalling  $14,000,  and  to 
two  churches  and  a  parsonage  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  totalling  $17,000,  plus  $33,' 
000  lost  in  pastoral  salaries  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  Dr.  Haines  said.  Damage  was 
-also  reported  to  Missouri  churches,  he 


added,  and  later  reports  may  be  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  areas. 

The  only  emergency  aid  sought  from 
UMCOR  to  date  has  been  blankets, 
which  were  furnished  immediately 
through  Church  World  Service,  Dr. 
Haines  said,  adding  that  many  agen¬ 
cies  such  as  the  Red  "Cross  and 
churches  are  working  to  meet  imme¬ 
diate  human  needs.  Heavy  personal 
losses  particularly  to  crops  and  resid¬ 
ences,  are  expected  to  receive  Federal 
and  State  aid,  he  said. 

If  asked  for  financial  aid,  UMCOR 
will  provide  what  it  can  from  existing 
resources,  including  about  $100,000 
from  United  Methodism’s  National 
Disaster  Fund  set  up  in  1972  after  the 
Northeastern  floods.  Dr,  Haines  noted, 
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he  said  was  the  withdrawal  of  more 
than  $1,000,000  by  one  agency,  which 
had  immediate  need  for  its  funds. 

Dr.  Smith  told  the  directors  the  in¬ 
creasing  commercial  rates  have  had  “a 
beneficial  effect  on  the  Fund.”  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  a  concern  had  been  that 
the  Fund  might  have  to  take  losses  in 
interest  on  a  large  accumulation  of  un¬ 
loaned  capital  because  of  previous  low 
short-term  interest  rates  (the  UMDF 
invests  unloaned  capital  tempewarily  in 
short-term  securities).  Such  losses,  he 
said,  could  have  drained  away  capital 
reserves,  and  perhaps  have  had  other 
adverse  effects. 

However,  he  told  the  directors, 
“much  of  this  fear  has  been  alleviated 
by  the  drastic  change  in  the  commer¬ 
cial  interest  rate  structure  since  De¬ 
cember  .  .  .  Instead  of  suffering  a  loss 
on  our  temporary  investments,  we  have 
been  able  to  purchase  certificates  of 
deposit  (short-term  securities)  which 
will  earn  as  much  as  our  long-term 
mortgages  (on  churches).” 

The  UMDF  directors  continued  the 
interest  rate  to  investors  at  6Vi  per 
cent  for  the  July  1 -December  31  per¬ 
iod,  and  the  interest  rate  to  borrowing 
churches  at  IVz  per  cent. 

t 

KENT  STATE  STUDENTS 
REQUEST  INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
Three  years  after  the  killing  of  four 
Kent  State  University  students,  a  new 
plea  for  federal  grand  jury  investiga¬ 
tion  was  made  here  May  10  to  the 
White  House. 

Fifty  thousand  signatures  on  peti¬ 
tions  for  such  a  probe  were  resubmit¬ 
ted  on  the  basis  that  the  President 
might  never  have  heard  of  or  seen  the 
first  request  in  November,  1971.  A 
student  spokesman  said  the  current 
Watergate  scandal  indicated  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Nixon  might  have  been  shielded 
from  the  Kent  appeals  as  well, 
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Layman  to  head  ‘Good  News’  movement 


WILMORE,  Ky.  (UMC)  —  Dr. 
Robert  G.  Mayfield,  former  general 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Lay  Activities  who  is  now  vice  presi¬ 
dent  in  charge  of  development  for  As- 
bury  Seminary  here,  has  been  elected 
chairman  of  Good  News,  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  unofficial  evangelical  move¬ 
ment. 

Dr,  Mayfield,  an  attorney,  is  the 
first  layman  to  head  the  movement  in 
its  seven-year  history. 

Other  officers  elected  are:  the  Rev. 
Michael  Walker,  pastor  of  Salem'Kin- 
ser  United  Methodist  Church,  Green¬ 
ville,  Tex.,  first  vice  chairman;  Laur¬ 
ence  H.  Souder,  Jr.,  computer  spe¬ 
cialist  from  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla., 
second  vice  chairman;  Dr.  David  A. 
Seamonds,  missionary  specialist  and 
pastor  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  third  vice  chairman; 
the  Rev.  John  Collier,  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  director  at  the  University  of 
Tulsa,  secretary;  and  James  E.  Fore¬ 
man,  insurance  executive  from  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Ga.,  treasurer. 
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Twenty-five  board  members  from 
18  states  attended  the  two-day  annual 
meeting  here  of  the  “Forum  for  Scrip¬ 
tural  Christianity  Within  the  United 
Methodist  Church.”  The  group  pub¬ 
lishes  Good  News,  a  quarterly  maga¬ 
zine  which  has  a  circulation  of  12,000. 
Editor  Charles  W.  Keysor  told  the 
board  a  steady  circulation  had  been 
accomplished  with  no  full-time  staff, 
no  denominational  backing,  and  little 
promotion. 

“We  praise  God  and  we  believe  that 
He  sustains  Good  News  at  a  time  when 
magazines  such  as  Life,  Together,  and 
Christian  Advocate  are  ceasing  publi¬ 
cation.”  He  said  the  continuing  read¬ 
ership  of  Good  News  is  understood  as 
“an  indication  that  God  has  a  job  for 
Good  News  to  do  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

The  board  voted  to  continue  spon¬ 
soring  national  convocations  in  1974 
and  1975,  The  next  national  convoca¬ 
tion  is  scheduled  for  Lake  Junaluska, 
N,  C.,  July  30-August  3. 


II 
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The  Church  Center  for  the 
United  Nations  —  designed 
to  symbolize  Christian  con¬ 
cern  for  international  peace 
and  brotherhood  —  will 
celebrate  its  10th  anni¬ 
versary  this  fall.  United 
Methodists,  who  own  the 
building  and  contributed 
greatly  to  its  construction, 
are  planning  a  special 
UN /international  relations 
seminar  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  with  UN  and 
community  leaders  to  be 
invited  for,  certain-  events. 
A  public  event,  planned  by 
United  Methodists  and 
other  denominations,  is 
also  scheduled  for  Sept. 
23,  with  invitations  to  be 
sent  to  UN  officials,  both 
U.S.  and  foreign,  and  to 
New  York  City  and  State 
officials. 
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RIGHT:  The  graduating 
seniors  of  First  Church, 
DeRidder,  were  honored 
recently  with  a  steak 
supper.  The  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Odell  Simmons  is 
pastor. 


Three-year-old  class  which  graduated  May  25  from  Carrollton  Church  Day 
Nursery  School,  New  Orleans.  Certificates  were  presented  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Pierce  McKeithen,  pastor,  who  also  addressed  the  graduates.  Mrs.  Lillian 
Rodriguez  is  coordinator  of  the  school  program. 


Four-year-old  graduates  of  Carrollton  Church  Day  Nursery  School, 
New  Orleans.  The  school,  completing  its  18th  year  of  service  in 
the  Carrollton  section  of  the  city,  was  founded  by  Mrs.  R.  R.  Cahal, 
a  long-time  member  of  that  church.  She  served  as  school  director 
for  16  years  until  her  retirement. 
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Pictured  are  some  of  the  70  members  of  First  Church  in 
West  Monroe  who  delivered  800  copies  of  the  New  Testament 
(Good  News  for  Modern  Man)  to  city  residents  as  part  of  the 
Key  73  program.  Ten  other  churches  participated  in  the 
project.  The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton  is  minister. 


Lafayette  Senior  Citizen  Center  members  show  off 
winning  ceramic  items  entered  in  recent  sl^w.  The 
Center  is  sponsored  by  the  Lafayette  Parish  Council  on 
Aging,  Inc.  Two  founders  and  vice  presidents  J”® 

Council  are  F.  M.  Carson  (back  row,  left)  and  M.  Eloi 
Girard  (right);  Center  Director  Mrs.  Jack  Gibson  'S  seated 
at  left.  All  three  are  members  of  Lafayette  First  Church. 


Winnfield  Church  recently 
honored  its  graduating 
seniors  with  an  ice 
cream  social  on  the 
church  lawn.  Gifts  were 
given  to  the  graduates 
by  the  WSCS.  The  Rev. 
J.C.  Skinner  is  minister. 


M.  W.  Harrelson,  coordin¬ 
ator  of  youth  at  First 
Church,  Bastrop,  pre¬ 
sents  gifts  to  graduating 
seniors  at  recent  cere¬ 
mony  in  their  honor.  The 
Rev.  Edwin  J.  Barksdale 
is  pastor. 


Marjorie  Weeks,  a  member  of  Wesley 
Church,  Alexandria,  and  state  budget 
clerk  for  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  Soil  Conservation  Service 
(SCS),  recently  received  the  USDA 
Superior  Service  Award  for  her  exceptional 
work  in  handling  budgets  for  Louisiana 
SCS.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Earl  Butz 
presented  the  award  to  Miss  Weeks  at 
ceremonies  in  Washington.  Miss  Weeks 
has  been  with  SCS  since  1943.  (USDA- 
SCS  Photo)  ^ 

News  in  Brief 

Barbara  R.  Thompson,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  has 
been  named  equal  opportunity  officer 
at  the  U.  S.  Internal  Revenue  Service 
headquarters  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


Dr.  A.  Judson  Tillinghast,  resident 
at  Ochsner  Foundation  Hospital, 
New  Orleans,  and  a  member  of  St. 
James  Church,  Marrero,  spoke  on 
"The  Heart”  at  recent  St.  James 
Men’s  Club  meeting.  Dr.  Tillinghast 
is  beginning  his  final  year  of  train¬ 
ing  in  internal  medicine.  The  Rev. 
Ted  Smith  is  pastor. 


$15,000-$30,000  YEAR  PROFIT  POTEN¬ 
TIAL  Send  $2.00  for  book,  “Raising 
Rabbits  for  Us."  Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  back. 

RABBIT  RANCHERS  OF  AMERICA 
Box  118-LM  Braman,  Oklahoma  74632 
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•  A  Lottery? 


Can  History  Repeat  Itself 


According  to  a  news  story  appearing  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  Morning  Advocate  under  date  line  May  16, 
1973,  it  is  reported  that  Governor  Edwards  is  ask¬ 
ing  legislators  to  check  the  results  of  his  public 
opinion  poll  which  indicates  a  majority  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  voters  (1,000  voters  were  interviewed)  would 
approve  of  a  state  lottery  if  the  proceeds  were  used 
to  improve  Louisiana’s  educational  system. 

But  before  any  legislative  action  is  taken  con¬ 
cerning  lotteries  there  is  a  hurdle  posed  by  the  pres¬ 
ent  Louisiana  Constitution,  which  says,  “Lotteries 
and  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  are  prohibited  in  the 
state,  and  “Gambling  is  a  vice  and  the  legislature 
shall  pass  laws  to  suppress  it.” 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  majority  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  voters  actually  do  approve  of  such  a  question¬ 
able  means  of  funding  a  governmental  program. 
Surely  Louisianans  have  not  forgotten  the  infamous 
Louisiana  Lottery  of  the  latter  part  of  the  last  cen¬ 
tury,  which  became  one  of  the  most  insidious  insti¬ 
tutions  in  the  history  of  the  nation. 

In  his  book,  “Gambling,  Should  It  Be  Legal¬ 
ized,”  Virgil  Peterson  says,  “A  dignified  law  journal 
wrote  that,  “The  Louisiana  State  Lottery  is  a  nui¬ 
sance  which  stinks  in  the,  nostrils  of  the  whole  nation 
and  the  federal  constitution  ought  to  be  changed  so 
as  to  vest  in  the  general  government  a  police  power 
to  suppress  such  nuisance.”  He  further  went  on  to 
say,  “The  Louisiana  Lottery  Company  had  become 
one  of  the  most  insidious  institutions  in  the  history 
of  the  nation.  It  had  corrupted  everything  it  had 
touched  and  the  economic  and  social  evils  it  caused 
had  become  intolerable.”  And  in  1890  an  angered 
Louisiana  electorate  eliminated  the  gambling  scheme 
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which  had  become  a  national  scandal.  Even  Presi¬ 
dent  Benjamin  Harrison,  in  a  special  message  to 
Congress  in  July  30,  1890,  called  for  federal  laws 
which  would  curtail  the  “corrupt  touch”  of  the 
Louisiana  Lottery  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  idea  of  a  state  lottery  has  been  posed  by 
several  state  legislators  in  recent  years.  Some  have 
resorted  to  it.  The  arguments  for  the  lottery  take  the 
position  it  is  a  source  of  revenue  for  the  state,  but 
let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  participants  in  the 
lottery  are  for  the  most  part  of  the  lower  income 
group  and  they  are  the  ones  who  can  ill  afford  the 
lottery  least. 

In  his  book,  “The  Nature  of  Gambling,”  David 
D.  Allen  says,  “In  an  impoverished  Louisiana  after 
the  Civil  War,  a  lottery  was  authorized  in  1868  by 
the  legislature  to  raise  $40,000  per  year  ....  This 
lottery  grew  to  such  proportions  that  in  1890  when 
agitation  for  a  repeal  of  the  lottery  was  running  high 
a  company  offered  to  pay  the  state  $1,350,000  per 
year  for  the  right  to  continue  to  exist.  Throughout 
its  existence,  the  lottery  aroused  great  opposition  in 
Louisiana,  partly  because  of  its  pernicious  effect 
upon  the  poor  .  .  .” 

Some  states  have  resorted  to  the  lottery 
route  to  get  money  for  state  operations.  New 
Hampshire  is  one. 

The  New  Hampshire  lottery  was  soon  a 
bitter  disappointment,  however,  as  a  revenue 
providing  source,  its  performance  was  far  be¬ 
low  the  promises  and  expectations  of  its  pro¬ 
ponents. 

The  first  year  the  lottery  was  in  operation 
ticket  sales  grossed  more  than  $5,700,000. 
Half  of  that  —  $2,768,000  was  turned  over  to 
the  schools,  the  b^ance  for  prizes  and  expen¬ 
ses. 

The  second  year  gross  sales  dropped  to 
slightly  more  than  $3,750,000,  from  which  the 
schools  received  only  about  $1,800,000. 

Now  where  did  these  gross  sales  come 
from?  The  appeal  to  buy  lottery  tickets,  for  the 
most  part,  is  among  the  less  able  financially. 
The  poorer  the  person,  the  greater  his  need 
and  desire  for  money.  The  stronger  the  temp¬ 
tation  to  risk  some  of  his  meager  funds  avail¬ 
able  in  the  hope  of  winning  a  prize  and  thus 
solve  his  financial  problems. 

This  is  the  story  of  lotteries  throughout  the 
world.  In  the  main,  those  who  suffer  most  are 
those  who  call  ill  afford  to  take  a  chance. 

The  following  quote  from  pages  106  and  107  of 
August  1963  edition  of  The  Reader’s  Digest  is 
worthy  of  our  consideration: 

“New  Hampshire  can  get  the  anticipated 
large  profits  from  her  lottery  only  by  selling 
tickets  to  people  outside  her  borders.  True,  it 
is  against  federal  law  to  take  lottery  tickets  or 
anything  else  associated  with  them  across  state 
lines.  But  New  Hampshire  apparently  hopes 
Uncle  Sam  will  often  look  the  other  way,  as 


9 


he  does  in  the  Irish  Sweep  problem.  If  he  does, 
enabling  her  lottery  to  succeed.  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  will  be  bleeding  her  sister  states  to  sup¬ 
port  schools  for  New  Hampshire  kids.  In  self- 
defense,  state  lotteries  will  be  set  up  by  the 
other  New  England  states,  then  New  York, 
then  Pennsylvania. 

“The  Picturesque  result  will  be  50  state 
lotteries  scrambling  for  one  another’s  dollars 
by  bootlegging  tickets  across  borders,  offering 
fancier  prizes,  resorting  to  hotshot  profnotion, 
forcing  higher  commissions  to  more  and  more 
politically  appointed  ticket  salesmen;  soon  pro¬ 
fessionals  will  take  over  on  concession,  leading 
to  fixing  scandals  as  big  prizes  go  to  unsold 
numbers  or  to  fronts  for  persons  with  the  right 
connections.  We’ll  be  right  back  in  the  foul  old 
days  of  the  Louisiana  lottery.” 


What  respect  can  we  have  for  a  government 
which  takes  advantage  of  the  ignorance,  the  super¬ 
stition  and  the  “something  for  nothing”  idea  of  some 
of  its  citizens  in  order  to  fatten  its  own  coffers  in  the 
name  of  helping  education.  Can  we  look  with  pride 
upon  our  state  if  it  engages  in  a  business  in  which 
90  per  cent  of  the  investors  lose  all  they  put  into  it? 

Let  every  parent,  every  pastor,  every  leader, 
every  church,  every  civic  club,  every  business  man 
rise  up  in  utter  indignation  that  such  a  scheme 
should  be  perpetrated  on  the  people  of  Louisiana. 

Write  to  Governor  Edwards,  your  delegate  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  your  Representatives  and 
Senator.  Let  them  know  in  no  uncertain  terms  tha' 
you  do  not  want  such  a  vicious  thing  as  anothei 
Louisiana  Lottery.  DO  IT  NOW! 


(This  is  part  one  of  a  series  on  lotteries.  Other  art¬ 
icles  will  deal  with  the  psychological,  the  moral  ani 
the  religious  factors). 

t 


NO  PUBLIC  FUNDS  FOR 
NON-PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

The  CC/73  sub-committee  on  elemen¬ 
tary  and  secondary  education  at  its  meet' 
ing  last  Monday  (2 1st)  ,  reaffirmed  its  de¬ 
cision  to  ban  use  of  public  funds  for  pri¬ 
vate  and  sectarian  schools,  but  added  an 
exception  for  federal  funds  supplied  the 
state  for  non-public  education. 

The  Convention  as  a  whole  will  re¬ 
sume  full  sessions  on  July  5.  Executive 
Director,  Mark  Lower  will  be  on  hand 
to  observe  the  proceedings  and  to  advise 
through  LMCFs  News  Bulletins  matters 
of  particular  interest. 
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CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
SHREVEPORT,  LA. 

r  TO  BE  TAKEN  OUT 


Receiving  Deacons  Orders  at  last  Week’s  Annual  Conference  were- 
(Back  row,  left  to  right)  George  D.  Anders,  Sr.,  Ed  Boyd,  Alonzo 
Campbell,  Wayne  Evans,  Larry  Dean  Hardison,  and  Joe  L.  Rountree, 
Jr.;  (Front)  Mrs.  Ester  Hammond,  Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr.,  Clinton  A 
Jordon,  Dorothy  Mae  McGowen,  Steven  Spurlock,  Charles  P.  Strong. 
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25th  YEAR _ THURSDAY.  JUNE  7,  1973  NO.  23 

The  third  Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  170th  session  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Conference  of  any  kind 
has  now  entered  history.  It  was  a  good  conference,  thanks  totally  to  all 
of  you  who  prayed  and  worked  and  cooperated  to  make  it  so. 

Outstanding  was  the  remarkable  attendance  which  from  the  first 
to  the:  last  was  sustained  not  only  in  size  but  in  interest.  The  delegates 
stayed  with  the  conference  even  with  our  extended  session  in  Brown  Chapel 
during  the  noon  hour  on  Thursday.  Brother  Bibbons  counted  992  who  took 
Communion,  with  more  than  1,000  actually  present.  From  beginning  to 
end  pieople  participated.  Every  seat  was  taken  in  First  Church  at  both  the 
Evangelism  Service  and  the  Ordination  Service.  Up  to  the  last  row  in  the 
Gallery  and  out  through  the  foyer,  the  building  was  filled  and  the  singing 
was  moving  and  beautiful . 

So  many  features  of  the  conference  coidd  be  cited  as  unusually 
commendable .  We  should  summarize  it  by  saying  that  the  participation 
and  involvement  of  all  responsible  parties  made  the  difference.  Evident 
attention  was  given  to  the  business  and  the  delegates  were  extremely 
charitable  to  the  presiding  officer.  It  would  be  impossible  to  mention  all 
who  made  this  conference  memorable,  but  three  must  be  acknowledged. 
These  are  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  host  district  superintendent  who  was  in  charge 
of  many  details.  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  who  worked  tirelessly  on  the 
opening  night's  service  and  throughout  the  long  period  of  preparation  for 
the  entire  schedule  of  the  conference,  and  the  Centenary  officials  who  did 
everything  in  their  power  to  host  us  properly.  There  are  many  others  who 
gave  outstanding  service  and  one  regrets  that  space  does  not  permit  a 
recital  of  their  names  . 

The  most  significant  item  in  my  own  assessment  of  this  Annual 
Conference  was  its  sense  of  unity.  There  was  genuine  Christian  com¬ 
munity  and  oneness  in  all  that  we  did.  This  came  through  strongly  and 
genuinely  at  all  points . 

Frankly,  I  am  thankful  to  God  for  the  men,  women  and  youth  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  who  showed  understanding,  Christian 
commitment  and  sound  churchmanship  in  giving  us  a  fine  session  together. 
May  it  always  be  so. 


^OnZ,  VT  lH0d3A3HHS 

ataoo  fjd 


Ordained  Elders  at  the  Wednesday  evening  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  were  (left  to  right)  Walter  M.  Clarke,  Stanley 
Bolds,  Robert  Lee  Burgess,  Richard  Hebert,  Willie  Lee  Henry,  Robert 
Crichlow,  Jr.,  Douglas  Lynn  Davis,  Joor  Penn  Morgan,  Will  Finnin, 
Jr.,  Mickey  Stringfield,  and  Joe  Crosby  Rice. 


Tom  Mtrfheny,  Conference  lay  leader  escorts  Senator  (Mrs.) 
Eloine  Edwards  and  Louisiana  Governor  Edwin  Edwards  into 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Session  at  Centenary  College 
Governor  Edwards  has  his  arm  in  a  sling  from  "shaking  too 
many  hands. 


Bishop  Edward  G.  Car- 
roll,  of  the  Boston  Area, 
was  the  speaker  at  the 
Annual  Conference  Hour 
of  Evangelism.  Shown 
with  him  is  the  Rev. 
Carey  A.  Martin,  con¬ 
ference  Evangelism  Sec¬ 
retary. 


Retirmg  ministers  and  their  wives  are  photographed  at  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 


Tom  Matheny,  conference  lay  leader,  shown  with  Hubert 
Blanchard  (left)  and  Allen  Brown  (right),  received  a  plaque 
listing  him  as  "Layman  of  the  Year”  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference. 


FROM  LEFT;  Marcus  Wren  of  Minden;  Nick  Saladino  of  Kent¬ 
wood,  and  Tommy  Green  of  Lafayette,  who  have  served  three 
years  as  District  Lay  Leaders  of  their  respective  districts, 
were  honored  with  Howard  W.  Daughenbaugh  Memorial  plaques 
for  their  service.  H.  H.  Smith  of  Bossier  City,  who  served  4)4 
years  as  Shreveport  District  Lay  Leader  was  not  present,  but 
was  likewise  honored. 


John  Hereford  (right),  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
of  Nashville,  Tenn.  confers  with  Tom  Matheny.  Hereford  is 
a  former  resident  of  the  Conference  and  a  former  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  staff  member. 
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News  in  Brief 

What  has  been  known  as  the  United 
Methodist  Press  Association  now  will 
be  known  as  the  United  Methodist  As¬ 
sociation  of  Communicators  and  will 
have  a  greatly-enlarged  field  of  mem¬ 
bership. 


A  wide  variety  of  topics  was  dis¬ 
cussed  at  a  tax  and  wage/price  semi¬ 
nar  sponsored  in  Chicago,  III.,  May 
14-15  by  the  National  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  A  group  of 
32  agency  administrators,  board  mem¬ 
bers  and  attorneys  attended. 


Conference 
Historical  Society 
organized 

Dr.  John  H.  Ness,  Jr.,  was  the  key¬ 
note  speaker  at  the  organizational 
meeting  of  the  Lx)uisiana  Conference 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  which  was 
held  May  30  at  Centenary  College. 

Dr.  Ness,  executive  secretary  of  the 
church’s  general  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History,  spoke  on  “Our 
Methodist  Heritage  and  the  Conference 
Historical  Society’’  to  interested  minis¬ 
ters  and  laypersons  at  the  luncheon 
meeting. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan,  elected  as  the 
first  President  of  the  Society  at  its 
founding  Nov.  8,  1972  in  Epworth, 
England,  presided  and  introduced  the 
speaker. 
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Dr.  John  Ness,  Jr.,  executive 
secretary.  General  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History,  and 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan,  founding  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  conference  Histori¬ 
cal  Society. 


On  the  occasion  of  the 
retirement  of  Dr.  Virgil 
M.  Morris,  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Secretary 
a  special  presentation 
was  made  by  Dr.  John 
Wesley  Hardt,  Juris¬ 
diction  chairman  of  Com¬ 
mission  on  Finance.  On 
the  right  is  the  Rev.  W, 
Ralph  Cain,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent. 


Larry  Schneider,  Cokes- 
bury  Book  Store  manager, 
representing  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing 
House,  presents  Bishop 
Crutchfield  with  a  check 
for  $7,097,16,  which  is 
the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence’s  share  of  profits 
towards  the  Ministers 
Pension. 


The  Rev.  Roy  Mouser,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Cour¬ 
tesies  presents  ladies  of  the  Conference  to  the  assembled 
delegates. 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor's  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited. 


"MEANWHILE,  BACK  AT  THE  RANCH 


Do  you  remember  the  old-time  western  movies  in  which  the  action 
ran  at  such  a  fast  pace  that  the  viewers  needed  an  occasional  rest?  At 
such  a  point  the  narrator  would  break  in  with  a  “Meanwhile,  back  at  the 
ranch  .  .  .”  And  he  would  report  on  the  goings-on  there,  usually  at  such 
a  slowed-down  pace  that  they  would  seem  dull  by  comparison  to  the 
vivid  scenes  back  on  the  range.  While  the  hero  was  wrestling  with  the 
villain  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff  or  the  heroine  was  being  tied  to  the  tracks, 
life  would  go  on  at  its  usual  slow  pace  “back  at  the  ranch.” 

But  it  was,  in  reality,  those  events  back  at  the  ranch  that  reflected 
what  life  was  really  all  about. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  as  preachers  and  lay  members  of  our  Anmial 
Conferences  we  just  might  need  to  have  our  deliberations  broken  into 
with  such  a  reminder:  “Meanwhile,  back  at  the  church,”  the  real  action 
is  taking  place.  For  though  it  may  sometimes  seem  ordinary,  here  is 
where  it’s  really  happening. 

Consider  the  scene  back  at  the  church:  a  young  couple  is  united  in 
marriage;  another,  devoted  over  long  years,  is  separated  by  death.  One 
family  agonizes  over  the  heartbreak  of  personal  tragedy,  another  exults 
in  the  joy  of  a  high  moment.  Elsewhere  church  members  share  fellowship 
together  while  another  struggles  in  solitude  with  thoughts  of  self-destruc¬ 
tion.  Here  a  group  plans  a  social  action  prt^ect  while  another  shares  in 
prayer  and  study  of  the  Bible. 

Yes  —  back  at  the  ranch  is  where  our  Lord  has  really  set  hLs  heart. 
Yet  we  can  know,  too,  that  he  is  present  and  patient  with  us  as  we  do 
our  “Conferencing;”  just  so  long  as  such  labors  enaUe  us  to  become  better 
“hands”  of  his  back  at  the  ranch.” 


IT'LL  NEVER  WORK. 


The  man  on  the  news  said  that  we  may  have  to  “get  people  to  slow 
down  on  the  highways”  if  we  are  to  meet  the  energy  crisis.  At  the  moment 
I  was  cruising  along  at  the  limit  of  70  and  enjoying  every  mile  of  it.  He 
said  something,  too,  about  not  running  the  air  conditioner  so  high  —  or 
low.  I  was  moving  through  Louisiana  at  that  moment  on  a  particularly 
muggy  afternoon  and  felt  the  pangs  of  conscience  as  I  heard  this  word. 

But  friends,  It’S  never  work,  even  though  it  should.  Air  conditioning 
is  still  enough  of  a  novelty  to  us  new  rich  folk  that  we  want  to  use  it  Md 
use  all  of  it  —  even  if  it  gets  cold  enough  to  kill  hogs.  And  who,  driving 
a  brand  new  V-28,  4000  horse  power  Belchfire  is  going  to  cruise  on  the 
freeway  at  55  miles  per  hour? 

We  must  not,  of  course,  dismiss  the  serious  issue  of  the  energy 
crisis  with  such  frivolous  remarks.  But  this  approach  won’t  work,  even 
though  something  must.  Not  so  long,  anyway,  as  we  go  on  making  giant 

cars  to  bolster  our  egos.  , 

Our  problem  here  is  much  like  our  problem  in  the  rehgious  realm. 
How  do  you  motivate  folk  to  do  what  they  should?  Rules,  regulations, 
laws  —  all  these  have  their  place.  But  real  change  must  come  from  the 
heart  and  must  be  confirmed  in  the  head  if  it  is  to  be  expressed  through 
the  hand. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  we  see  yet  another  tremendous  opportumty 
for  the  church  in  our  day:  to  proclaim  to  the  world  that  there  is  hope,  that 
it  can  work,  that  man  does  have  a  future  and  that  the  way  is  with  God, 
to  let  him  work  his  change  in  our  hearts. 

Come  Lord  Jesus.  Slow  us  down  on  the  road  and  speed  us  up  m  the 

’  J.S.W. 


STILL  A  PREACHER 

I  would  expect  something  like  this  from  one  of  my  preacher  friends, 
but  when  it  comes  from  your  own  family  —  well,  that’s  sometWng  else. 
It  was  a  remark  from  our  third  grader,  as  we  drove  around  looking  for  a 
place  to  live  (since  a  parsonage  doesn’t  go  with  tWs  job).  “Daddy,  if  you 
were  still  a  preacher,  you  wouldn’t  have  to  do  this,  would  you.”  Maybe 
he  knows  more  than  I  think  he  does  .  ,  . 

TWO  MORE  SOBERING  THOUGHTS 

It  was  a  long-distance  call  frcun  a  radio  reporter  who  wanted  an  “on 
the  spot”  interview  with  the  new  editor.  I  was,  I  must  admit,  impressed. 
Nobody  had  bothered  to  do  this  to  me  when  I  was  “still  a  preacher.”  But 
it  didn’t  take  long  to  get  over  being  impressed  and  to  learn  why  they  call 
these  “on  the  spot”  interviews.  His  first  two  questions  put  me  on  the 
spot  immediately.  They  were  the  kind  of  questions  you  like  to  be  asked 
but  for  which  you’d  like  a  little  fore-warning  and  about  two  months  to 
think  before  responding. 

“What,  Mr.  Workman,  do  you  think  is  the  function  of  a  church 
newspaper?”  Now  that’s  a  good  question.  I  had  given  a  few  sleepless 
hours  of  thought  to  that  once  diuing  the  last  two  days  since  my  phone 
rang,  but  wasn’t  ready  yet,  with  my  full  reply. 

“Mr.  Workman,  do  you  believe  there  are  issues  with  which  a  church 
paper  should  not  dei?”  I  looked  around  to  see  if  the  Bishop  or  my  D.S. 
or  Liz  was  near  at  hand  to  pass  that  one  to;  but  I  learned  right  quick,  in 
the  moment  it  takes  a  tape  recorder  to  record,  that  I  —  and  yes,  you, 
too  — '  must  respond  to  the  world’s  questions  from  off  the  top  of  our 
heads  and  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  at  one  and  the  same  moment. 

The  interviewer  had  every  right  to  expect  me  to  know  the  answers 
to  these  questions.  Some  (rf  the  answers  I  do  know.  Others  I  am  learning. 
Some  I’ll  never  know.  The  rest  —  I  and  you,  too  —  must  diligently  seek 
out  and  then  wait  before  God  for  his  word  on  them  to  come. 

It  is  about  these  kind  of  things  that  this  page  is  concerned.  Pray  for 
the  paper.  Pray  for  the  readers.  And  lift  an  occasional  word  on  behalf 
of  your  struggtog  editor,  who  has  such  a  Wgh  example  to  live  up  to.  /tod 
who  never  did  see  much  sense  in  the  silly  rule  that  you  dtm’t  end  a  sen¬ 
tence  with  a  preposition. 

J.S.W. 

OVERHEARD . 


A  Little  Rock  pastor  was  telling  about  a  mother  in  his  congregation 
who  ^ked  her  little  boy  how  things  went  at  Vacation  Church  &hool 
that  d^.  “Not  so  hot,”  he  replied.  “If  we  don’t  quit  all  that  praying  and 
Bible  reading,  we  never  will  get  our  baskets  finished.” 

DID  WE  HEAR  WHAT  WE  REALLY  DID? 

r 

One  of  the  problems  with  “Priorities”  is  that  they  have  a  way  of 
being  overcome  by  secondary  things.  If,  at  Hot  Springs,  we  really  heard 
what  we  adopted  the  Priorities  submitted  by  the  Program  Council,  then  a 
new  day  indeed  is  before  us.  Dig  down  in  your  Conference  papers  and 
find  again  the  list  of  priorities.  They  may  be  on  the  bottom  of  your  stack 
of  papers;  they  deserve  to  be  on  the  top. 

J.S.W. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


After  a  seven  month  absence,  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  three  million-member  United  Presbyterian 
Church  voted  453  to  259  on  May  21  to  re-enter 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union.  COCU’s  general 
secretary,  Dr.  Paul  A.  Crow,  Jr.,  asserted  that  “the 
new  vitality  and  new  direction”  of  the  nine-denom¬ 
ination  effort  is  confirmed  by  the  action.  More  than 
3,000  responses  to  COCU’s  draft  Plan  of  Union  of¬ 
fered  in  1970,  indicated  strong  questions  about  pro¬ 
posed  structure.  The  United  Presbyterian  Church 
was  among  the  four  original  partners  in  COCU  in 
1962.  It  withdrew  last  year. 

In  an  editorial  to  be  published  in  the  July  issue 
of  Church  &  State  m^azine  the  cmitentioa  is 
made  that  ‘*the  unfortunate  Watergate  mess 
contains  some  important  lessons.  One  of  these, 
certainly,  is  that  Preadent  Nixon  has  permitted 
himself  to  become  isolated  from  groups  that 
might  have  been  of  help  in  averting  the  disaster 
that  struck  Mm.” 

Two  major  issues  scheduled  for  consideration  at  the 
week-long  Australian  Anglican  General  Synod  meet¬ 
ing  in  Sydney  were  the  ordination  of  women  to  the 
priesthood  and  the  question  of  remarriage  of  di¬ 
vorced  persons.  An  Anglican  spokesman  said  the 
Synod’s  doctrinal  commission,  in  a  recent  report, 
had  concluded  that  there  were  no  “Biblical  reasons” 
why  women  should  not  be  ordained,  “even  to  the 
level  of  bishop.”  Remarriage  of  divorced  persons  is 
already  permitted  in  the  laws  of  the  Anglican 
Churches  of  Canada,  New  Zealand,  and  Central 
Africa. 

Addressing  the  Buffalo  (N.Y.)  Police  Depart¬ 
ment’s  annual  Communion  breakfast,  Father 
Walter  L.  Tomiak,  Roman  Catholic  chaplain 
for  the  Erie  County  Penitentiary,  called  for  an 
end  to  the  penitentiary  system.  The  priest  said 
there  “must  be  a  reassessment  and  re-evalua¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  pmal  system”  .  .  .  the  “peni¬ 
tentiary,  as  it  is  now,  is  a  phenomenon  of  the 
past  and  has  to  be  ended.  No  one  enters  the 
penitentiary  as  a  penitent  to  do  penance.” 

Don  Cockroft,  kicking  specialist  with  the  Cleveland 
Browns,  speaking  during  the  annual  achievement 
award  dinner  in  Colorado  Springs  for  men  involved 
in  the  Salvation  Army  Men’s  Social  Service  Center, 
said  “This  is  the  beginning,  gentlemen,  don’t  look 
back.  In  sports  or  out,  you  can’t  rely  on  what  you 
did  last  year;  it’s  what  you’ll  do  this  coming  year 
that  counts.  You  learn  by  your  mistakes  to  be  better 
people.”  Noting  “the  tremendous  Christian  follow¬ 
ing  on  the  Cleveland  Browns  team,”  the  football 
star  said,  “These  guys  are  showing  people  they  can 
really  change  by  being  a  Christian.” 

A  Chinese  journalist.  Miss  Yim  Ming,  29,  is 
coming  to  the  U.  S.  under  a  people-to^pec^e 
program  sponsored  by  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ).  Miss  Ming  will  airive  in 
June  for  a  15-month  stay  which  will  include 
two  weeks  on  an  Indiana  farm,  observing  the 
Disciples’  Office  of  Communication  operations 
in  Indianapolis,  and  attendance  at  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  General  Board  meeting  in  St  Louis. 

In  the  Fall  the  reporter-editor,  for  a  newspaper 
that  serves  as  an  official  voice  for  tl»  People’s 
Republic  of  China  in  Hong  Kong,  will  study 
journalism  at  Columbia  University  under  a  one- 
half  tuition  scholarship  from  the  university. 


The  Rev.  Clinton  M.  Marsh,  a  black  clergyman  from 
from  Omaha  and  newly  elected  Moderator  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  Dr.  C.  Willard 
Heckel,  a  Rutgers  University  law  professor,  his 
predecessor,  emphasized  the  need  for  reconciliation 
as  their  denomination  met  in  its  185th  Assembly, 
in  Omaha  (Neb.)  recently.  “We’ve  been  torn  and 
polarized,  but  we  are  beginning  to  come  together,” 
said  Dr.  Heckel.  “I’ll  be  trying  to  develop  some 
reconciliation  .  .  .  there’s  been  a  false  dichotomy 
between  evpgelism  and  social  action,”  Mr.  Marsh 
said.  “I  think  we  should  fight  evil  on  every  side 
rather  than  be  fighting  among  ourselves,”  the  new 
moderator  added. 

A  “greatly  increased  measure  of  inter-commun¬ 
ion”  between  the  Anglican  and  Lutheran 
Churches  is  recommended  in  an  official  report 
issued  in  London,  with  authorization  by  the 
last  Lambeth  Conference  and  the  Lutheran 
Worid  Federation.  The  report  says  a  substan¬ 
tial  measure  of  agreement  has  already  been 
reached  in  talks  between  representatives  of  the 
two  communions  but  singles  out  the  issue  of 
bishops  and  the  ^ostolic  succession  as  an  out¬ 
standing  point  of  difference  blocking  closer 
unity. 

While  stating  that  “one  of  the  signs  of  hope  on  the 
horizon  today  is  the  appearance  of  a  fresh  interest 
in  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  Bishop  Earl  G. 
Hunt  of  Charlotte,  N.C.  has  cautioned  against  un¬ 
wise  use  of  “speaking  in  tongues”  as  a  claimed  proof 
of  a  new  relationship  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  “The  test 
of  whether  or  not  a  person  has  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in 
the  quality  and  depth  of  his  Christian  love,  and  not 
in  his  ability  to  speak  in  an  unknown  tongue,”  Bish¬ 
op  Hunt  said. 

The  University  of  Califomia  at  Los  Angeles 
(UCLA)  will  offer  an  undergraduate  degree  in 
rel^ous  studies  for  the  first  time  this  Fall.  Ap¬ 
proved  by  the  acade;mic  senate,  the  B.A.  pro¬ 
gram  will  draw  on  35  faculty  members  from 
seven  departments.  The  “major”  requires  a 
minimum  of  16  courses,  including  basic  ones 
in  the  history  of  religion,  anthropology  and 
pMlosophy.  Dr.  Kees  BoUe,  chairman  of  the 
cqminittee  in  charge  said,  “More  and  more 
young  pet^le  desire  understanding  of  the  relig¬ 
ious  component  in  man’s  life.” 

Dr.  L.  Nelson  Bell,  moderator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.  (Southern),  asserted  in  an  address 
that  churches  have  “all  too  often”  been  teaching 
humanism.  He  defined  humanism  as  “a  doctrine  that 
attempts  to  make  mankind  comfortable,  or  at  least 
better  off,  by  changing  the  environment  and  related 
conditions  —  with  no  reference  to  a  supreme  pow¬ 
er.”  Bell  emphasized  that  he  was  not  opposing  hum¬ 
anitarian  work  by  the  church,  but  rather  was  criticiz¬ 
ing  “the  solutions  of  humanism,  which  are  no  solu¬ 
tions  at  all.” 

The  number  of  U.  S.  Roman  Catholics  in¬ 
creased  by  69,437  during  1972,  according  to 
the  Official  Catholic  Directory  of  1973,  but  it 
reported  an  over-all  decrease  in  the  percentage 
of  Catholics  among  the  nation’s  population, 
from  23.3  to  23.1  per  cent  —  plus  decreases 
in  schools,  teachers,  clergy,  religious,  baptisms 
and  converts.  Significant  among  the  data  was  a 
6  per  cent  decrease  in  the  number  of  Catholic 
school  children,  and  a  drop  in  the  number  of 
converts  (the  lowest  since  1939)  by  5,087  in  a 
year. 


Dr.  Pinhas  Lapide,  an  Israeli  authority  on  Jewish- 
Christian  relations,  said  in  an  interview  that  he  felt 
Christian  missionary  activities  in  general  and  the 
“Jews  for  Jesus”  movement  in  particular  cannot  be 
regarded  as  a  “serious  danger”  for  Judaism  in  Is¬ 
rael.  The  Israeli  scholar  said  that  in  the  first  20 
years  of  Israel’s  statehood  there  were  201  conver¬ 
sions  of  Jews  to  Christianity  and  Islam,  while,  in 
the  same  period,  2,888  proselytes  were  accepted  in¬ 
to  Judaism. 


In  his  annual  message  issued  on  World  Com¬ 
munications  Day  (an  observance  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  throughout  the  world).  Pope 
Paul  called  on  those  who  work  in  the  mass  me¬ 
dia  to  “make  known  the  good  that  abounds”  in 
the  world.  “We  are  asking  all  those  engaged  in 
social  communications,”  he  said,  “to  tell  the 
story  of  the  sacrifice  and  dedication  that  exists 
in  the  world,  to  make  known  the  good  that 
abounds,  and  the  dynamism,  enthusiasm  and 
selflessness  of  so  many,  especially  among  the 
young.” 

The  26th  General  Synod  of  the  Anglican  Church  of 
Canada  authorized  the  trial  use  of  a  new  Christian 
initiation  rite  which  provides  for  baptism,  the  lay- 
ing-on-of-hands  and  first  communion  within  a  single 
service.  In  the  early  Christian  church,  advocates  of 
the  proposal  said,  baptism  and  confirmation  formed 
two  parts  of  one  rite  of  Christian  initiation  which 
some  Churches  have  never  abandoned. 

Challenging  the  claim  that  finances  constitute 
the  major  reason  Roman  Catholic  parochial 
schools  are  closing,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  has  filed  a  statement  with  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  which  contends 
that  Catholics  have  one  of  the  lowest  capita 
giving  rates  of  any  religious  group  in  the  na¬ 
tion.  The  document  asks,  “Why  should  the  rest 
of  society  make  iq>  the  difference?” 

The  Mennonite  Information  Center  in  Lancaster, 
Pa.  plans  to  erect  a  full-sized  replica  of  the  Taber¬ 
nacle  of  Moses  as  a  tourist  attraction.  The  replica 
of  the  Tabernacle  used  by  the  Hebrew  people  in  the 
Sinai  wilderness  is  planned  as  an  alternative  to  the 
many  “secular  and  highly  commercial  tourist  at¬ 
tractions”  in  the  area,  according  to  a  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  spokesman.  The  reproduction  is  visualized 
as  ‘^Christian  education  for  both  Christians  and 
non- Christians.” 
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NEW  YORK  —Construction  will  begin  immediately 
on  o  36-story  building  in  the  heart  of  New  York’s 
Lincoln  Square  which  will  provide  facilities  for 
religious,  educational,  and  cultural  activities  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
(Mormon).  The  structure  will  have  four  floors 
devoted  to  various  Mormon  departments,  a  chapel, 
information  center,  cultural  hall  and  stores.  The 
remainder  of  the  building  will  contain  apartments. 
(RNS  Photo) 
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Cooperative  Weekend  of  Christian 


Mission  scheduled 

The  fourth  Cooperative  Weekend 
of  Christian  Mission  will  be  held  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  July 
21  and  22.  It  will  be  preceded  by  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Weekend 
which  will  begin  Friday  at  7:30  p.m. 
and  close  at  11:30  a.m.  on  Saturday. 

The  Cooperative  Weekend  is  for  all 
interested  persons,  men  and  women, 
ministers,  their  wives,  all  persons  in 
the  church  and  church  school,  as  well 
as  for  Guilders,  according  to  Gloria 
Bennett,  registrar. 

Courses  to  be  offered  include: 
“Contemporary  Christians  and  their 
Writings”  to  be  taught  by  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Dameron;  “Justice,  Liberation  and  De¬ 
velopment,”  by  the  Rev.  George  W. 


C.  Calvin  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Green; 
“Women:  Over  Half  the  Earth’s 
People,”  with  Mrs.  Betty  Cathcart  and 
Mrs.  Ed  M.  Cobb  as  leaders.  These 
persons  will  also  be  teaching  in  the 
School  of  Christian  Mission  which  will 
be  held  the  following  week,  July  24- 
27. 

Miss  Mildred  Evans  is  serving  as 
dean  for  the  weekend  and  Mrs.  Owin- 
da  Taplette  is  associate  dean. 

Registrations  should  be  sent  early, 
along  with  choice  of  course  and  teach¬ 
er,  and  $2.00  fee  for  part  of  weekend, 
or  $4.00  for  entire  weekend.  Mail  to 
Mrs.  Louis  Bennett,  311  Hudson  Lane, 
Monroe,  La.  71201. 
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Dr.  W.  Juan  Watkins  Rev.  Kent  A.  Kilbourne 

Centenary  Trnstees  add 
two  yonthfnl  members 


Mrs.  Harvey  Carter,  as 
president  of  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Church  WSCS  in 
Shreveport,  presents  a 
portrait  of  the  late  Rev. 
John  F.  Kilpatrick  to  the 
church.  Accepting  is 
Mrs.  Curtis  Reese  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 


The  Rev. and  Mrs.  Robert 
S.  Taylor  are  shown  re¬ 
ceiving  a  gift  from  the 
Lafayette  District  upon 
Rev.  Taylor’s  planned 
retirement  following  41 
years  in  the  ministry. 
The  presentation  was 
made  by  the  Rev.  Ken 
McDowell,  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  at 
a  party  in  the  Taylors 
honor,  held  at  First 
Church,  Franklin, May  10. 


A  Shreveport  physician.  Dr.  W. 
Juan  Watkins,  and  a  Metairie  minis¬ 
ter,  the  Rev.  Kent  A.  Kilbourne,  have 
been  elected  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Centenary  College  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Watkins,  associated  with  the 
medical  corporation  of  Dr.  Pou, 
Quinn,  and  Watkins  of  Shreveport,  is 
38;  and  Kilbourne,  associate  pastor  of 
the  Mimholland  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Metairie,  is  27.  Their  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  Board  continues  a  trend 
of  naming  younger  members  to  the 
Centenary  Trustees. 

Those  members  of  the  board  whose 
terms  expired  this  year  were  reap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Conference.  They  are: 
Mrs.  Beynon  S.  Cheesman,  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Thomas  E.  Hogan,  T.  B.  Lanford, 
Harry  R.  Nelson,  Mrs.  Justin  R.  Quer- 
bes.  III.,  D.  A.  Raymond,  Jr.,  Albert 
Sklar,  and  J.  Hugh  Watson,  all  of 
Shreveport;  Floyd  C.  Boswell,  former¬ 
ly  of  Shreveport  and  now  living  in 
Skokie,  Ill.;  Murray  C.  Fincher  of  New 
Orleans;  and  G.  W.  James  of  Ruston. 

Dr.  Watkins  is  a  native  of  Carthage, 
Miss.  He  received  the  B.S.  degree  from 
Centenary  in  1957  and  the  M.D.  de¬ 
gree  from  the  LSU  Schpol  of  Medicine 
in  1962.  He  served  his  internship  at 
the  Confederate  Memorial  Medical 
Center  from  1962-1963  and  his  resid¬ 
ency  in  otolaryngology  at  the  CMMC 
from  1963-1967.  He  is  a  member  of 
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the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Shreveport  Medical  Society,  the  Louis¬ 
iana  State  Medical  Society,  the  Ark- 
La-Tex  O  and  O  Society,  and  the  Dip- 
lomate  American  Board  of  Otolaryn¬ 
gology.  He  is  a  clinical  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  at  the  LSU  School  of  Medicifle 
in  Shreveport  in  the  department  of 
otolaryngology  and  is  on  the  staff  of 
the  Schumpert,  CMMC,  Bossier  Gen¬ 
eral,  P«feS,  Doctors,  and  Willis  Knight¬ 
on  hospitals.  Dr.  Watkins  is  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Open  Ear,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Centenary  College  Alumni 
Association,  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Shreveport,  the  Shreveport  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Ministry  Council  and  the  Shreve¬ 
port  Country  Qub. 

Kilbourne  was  bom  in  Peking, 
China,  the  son  of  missionary  parents 
who  have  served  in  the  Far  East;  Ms 
father  is  now  vice-president  at  large 
of  the  United  Methodist  Mission  Head¬ 
quarters  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
Young  Kilbourne  received  his  elemen¬ 
tary  and  high  school  education  in  South 
Korea  returning  to  the  United  States 
for  his  senior  year  in  high  school  in 
1964.  He  earned  the  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Asbiuy  College  in  Wil- 
more,  Ky.  in  1969  and  received  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  from  the  same 
college  in  1972. 

During  his  college  years  he  traveled 
extensively  through  much  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  with  a  youth  folk  singing 
group.-  He  was  named  associate  minis¬ 
ter  at  Munholland  Church  in  Septem¬ 
ber  of  1972.  He  is  married  to  the 
former  Linda  Rustin  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 

t 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Clyde  S.  Clark 
District  Superintendent,  (4) 

Alexandria,  First 

Harvey  G.  Williamson  (1) 
First,  Associate 

Thomas  B.  Peyton,  III  (3) 
Horseshoe  Drive 

Jack  S.  Wingeart  (1) 
Newman-St.  Mark 

Nathaniel  P.  Perry  (5) 
Trinity-Pleasant  Grove 

M.  David  Felder  (3) 
Wesley  Roland  K.  Friedrich  (2) 

Wilton-Wesley  Kenneth  M.  Fisher  (1) 
Bentley  John  F.  Kellogg  R  (5) 

Ball  Clear  Creek-Springhill 

T.B.S. 

Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper 

(J.  David  Strozier)  (1) 
Macedonia  Arthur  L.  Hines  R  (2) 
Union  C.  H.  Green  R  (2) 


Bunkie,  David  Haas  Memorial-Ever- 
green-White’s  Chapel 

Donald  J.  Hall  (3) 
Wesley-Marshall-Simpson-Union 

(Booker  T.  Branch)  (3) 
Colfax-Hollins  Chapel 

Samuel  Percy  Emanuel  (1) 
Ferriday  George  B.  Cunningham  (2) 
Glenmora,  First-Fellowship-Forest 
Hill-Melder  James  W.  Putnam  (1) 
St  Marks-Willis  J.  King-St  Paul 

(Alec  Johnson  LP)  (3) 
Green-St.  Peter-Wiley 

Willie  H.  Willis  (2) 
jena-Belah  G.  Eldred  Blakely  (2) 
Jonesville  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  (5) 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chlcot-Cheneyville 

Theodore  J.  Smith  (i) 
Lottie-Rosedale-New  Roads 

Frank  M.  Stage  (1) 
Marksville-Oakgrove-Simmsport 

John  M.  Lee  (6) 
IHelville-Palmetto  T.B.S. 


Olla-Tullos  Collins  D.  Pinkard  (1) 
Palestine-Bethel 

C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  (12) 
Pineville,  First  Stone  W.  Caraway  (1) 
Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Chapel  T.B.S. 
St  James-St.  Joseph-Hartzell-Shiloh 

(Obie  Southall  LP)  ("h) 
Scott-St.  Paul-Union 

(Oneal  Hardy  IP)  (1) 
Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg 

James  E.  Hodges  (S) 
Trout-Eden-Uranla 

James  W.  Matthews,  Jr.  (2) 
Vidalia  Robert  W.  Beng^tson  ('4') 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 
District  Director,  Evsmgelism 

K.  *  .  i  Tx.  .  Lee 

District  Director,  Education 

TM  t  i  .  George  B.  Cunninghani 
District  Director,  Youth  Ministry 

Stone  W.  Caraway 

Please  turn  to  page  6 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

June  10 — Sunday . Acts  2:1-21 

June  11 . Romans  12:3-8 

June  12  . 1  Cor.  12:12-27 

June  13  . Eph.  1:15-23 

June  14  . Eph.  4:1-16 

June  15  . Colo.  1:15-22 

June  16  . Colo.  2:13-19 

June  17 — Simday  ..Luke  15:11-32 
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APPOINTMENTS 


District  Director,  Young  Adult  Ministry 
C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
District  Director,  Family  Ministry 

M.  David  Felder 

District  Director,  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministry  Nathaniel  P.  Perry 

District  Director,  Louisiana  Methodist 
and  Publishing  Interests 

Collins  D.  Pinkard 
District  Director  of  Camping, 

Manager  of  Ciunp  Brewer ' 

Theodore  J.  Smitit 
District  Director,  Enlistment  for 
Church  Vocations  Robert  W.  Bengtson 
District  Director,  Worship 

Thomas  B.  Peyton,  HI 
District  Missionary  Secretary 

Donald  J.  Hall 

District  Secretary,  Christian  Social 
Concerns  Jack  S.  Wingeart 

District  Secretary,  Town  and  Country 
Ministry  James  W.  Matthews 


District  Director,  Family  Ministry 

James  H.  Humphreys 
District  Director,  Health  &  Welfare 
Ministries  Ned  L.  Stout 

District  Director,  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  J.  Taylor  Wall 

District  Director,  Publishing  Interests 

Donald  R.  Avery 
District  Director,  Camping 

Carey  A.  Martin 
District  Director,  Enlistment  for 
Church  Occupations 

William  M.  Finnin,  Jr. 
District  Director,  Worship 

Robert  C.  Carter 
District  Missionary  Secretary 

S.  Burl  Dampier 

District  Secretary,  Christian  Social 
Concerns  C.  Randall  James 

District  Secretary,  Town  and  Country 
Ministry  W.  C.  August 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
Robert  B.  Crichlow 
District  Superintendent  (1) 
Baker  Mickey  D.  Stringfield 
Baton  Rouge, 

Broadmoor  Douglas  L.  McGuire 
Broadmoor,  Associate 

G.  Larry  Maxwell 
C^phor  G.  W.  C.  Calvin 

First  Dana  Dawson,  Jr. 

First,  Associate 

James  H.  Humphreys 
First,  Associate 

Henry  E.  Pickett,  Sr. 
Francis  Asbury-Corbin 

J.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 
Hughes  Memorial 

(William  J.  Miller  LP) 
Ingleside  J.  c.  Wallace 

Istrouma  J.  Taylor  Wall 

Jefferson  Sale  T.  Lilly 

Jordon  Chapel-LeJeune 

(W.  R.  Lafayette) 
Neely  Donald  R.  Avery 

North  Baton  Rouge 

Robert  C.  Carter 
St.  John’s  William  D.  Peeples 
St.  Luke’s 


(2) 

(iJ 

(4) 

(4) 
(20) 

(5) 
(2) 
(2) 

(4) 
(2) 
(3) 
(3) 

(5) 
(2) 

(5y 

(3) 


(Marshall  D.  Paine  LP)  (3) 

St.  Mark  Robert  Williams 
St.  Paul’s 

William  M.  McCutcheon  (3) 

Wesley  Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  (14) 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
University  Lamar  E.  Smith  (2) 

Associate  C.  Randall  James  (5) 

Winbourne  Ned  L.  Stout  (6) 

Belle  Rose,  St  James 

(L.  A.  Williams  RS)  (5) 
Bethel-Magnolia  S.  Burl  Dampier  (5) 
Blackwater  William  C.  Blakely  (4) 
Clinton,  Mt.  Zion-St  Paul 

(Ameal  D.  Ennis)  (2) 
St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel- Jackson 
CJhapel  (Adam  Franklin)  (4) 

Wall  Memoried-Clear  Creek 

Lester  N.  Nance  (2) 
Concord-New  Hope 

(Jesse  L.  Means,  Jr.  LP)  (2) 

Deerford 

(James  Monroe  Wilkes  LP)  (9) 
Denham  Springs,  First 

Carey  A.  Martin  (2) 
Roberts  Chapel-St.  Luke 

(Clarence  L.  Hillard)  (2) 
Donaldsonville,  First 

(E.  Eugene  Kimble  LP)  (3) 
St.  Peter  (Edward  Lewis  Berry)  (4) 
Grand  River  (John  R.  Oldham  LP)  (8) 
Jackson,  Ethel  Paul  W.  Carter  (5) 
Live  Oak 

(Charles  P.  Strong  LP)  (1) 
Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn 

(Louis  Augustine,  Jr.  LP)  (5) 
Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel  Wesley 

(James  A.  Smith)  (15) 


Plaquemine,  First 

Robert  R.  Miller  (3) 


Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke 

J.  D.  McCrory  R  (4) 
St.  Francisville-Tunica 

(Harold  Babin  LP)  (2) 
Scott  Chapel  W.  C.  August  (5) 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 

Robert  L.  Burgess  (2) 
Zachary  Robert  I.  Galatas  (3) 


DISTRICT  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 
District  Director,  Evangelism 

Sale  T.  Lilly 

District  Director,  Education 

G.  Larry  Maxwell 

District  Director,  Children’s  Ministry 

William  D.  Peeples 
District  Director,  Youth  Ministry 

(John  R.  Oldham  LP)' 
District  Director,  Adult  Ministry 

William  M.  McCutcheon 


HAMMOND  DISTRICT 
William  P.  Fraser 
District  Superintendent  (2) 
Amite-Independence 

Joe  W.  McClain  (6) 
Angie  (E.  L  Hammond  LP)  (1) 

Beech  Grove-Macedonia-Andrews- 
Pine  Grove  (Donald  Barrie  LP)  (2) 
Bogalusa,  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  William  R.  Irving,  Jr.  (3) 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial, 

Associate  James  R.  McLelland  (1) 
Thirkield-Harrys  Chapel 

Arthur  A.  Robinson,  Jr.  (3) 
Bush-Tallisheek  T.B.S. 

Covington  Angus  L.  Carruth  (3) 

Days-Center-Darlington 

(Fred  W.  Campbell)  (3) 
Faithful-Carpenter’s  Chapel 

John  Bell  (3) 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim 

Albert  A.  Collins  (1) 
Franklinton,  Centenary-Fisher 

Beverly  E.  Bond  (2) 
Winan-Hayes  Chapel 

Willie  L.  Henry  (2) 
Gonzales  Charles  B.  Humphreys  (6) 
Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel 

John  H.  Casey  (12) 

Hammond-Tickfaw 

Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Jr.  (2) 
Kentwood-Mt.  Herman 

Wm.  Spiller  Milton  (1) 
LaPlace,  Lasseigne-Lutcher 

James  L.  Adams  (2) 
Ninde  Chapel-St.  James 

(Dan  Washington  LP)  (4) 
Livingston  (Jay  V.  Daigle  LP)  (2) 
James  CJhapel 

(Paul  Singletary  LP)  (1) 
Loranger-Coopers  Chapel 

(J.  Thomas  Logan  LP)  (2) 
Lutcher  Chapel- Whitehall  (St.  James) 

Carl  T.  Wethers  (2) 
Meadows  Chapel-New  River 

T.B.S. 

Montpelier  (Bray  Sibley  LP)  (3) 
Pearl  River-Lacombe 

Lewis  Ovenshire  (1) 
Pine  Grove  W.  D.  Milton  R  (5) 

Ponchatoula,  First-Lees  Landing 

Thomas  M.  Lancaster  (5) 
Wesley  Chapel 

(Charles  Morrison  HI  LP)  (1) 

Slidell,  First  James  P.  Woodland  (3) 

First,  Associate  Willis  Dear  (1) 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell 

O.  W.  Christopher  (3) 
Springfield,  First-Huffs  Chapel- 
Maurepas  R.  Larry  Stsifford  (2) 
St.  James-St.  Landry 

(James  C.  Miles  LP)  (10) 
St.  Tammany  T.B.S. 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge 

(William  L.  Proctor)  (1) 

Varnado-Sun  (Karl  D.  Wood  LP)  (3) 

Walker-Mangum-Friendship 

M.  L.  Davis  (5) 

Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Marys  Chapel 

(Isaiah  L.  McCoy)  (3) 

DISTRICrr  COUNCIL  ON  MINIS'rRIES 

District  Director,  Evangelism 

Joe  W.  McClain 
District  Director,  Education 

Beverly  E.  Bond 

District  Director,  Children’s  Ministry 

Charles  B.  Humphreys 
District  Director,  Youth  Ministry 

Willis  Dear 

District  Director,  Adult  Ministry 

O.  W.  Christopher 
District  Director,  Family  Ministry 

Albert  A.  Collins 

District  Director,  Health  &  Welfare 
Ministry  William  R.  Irving,  Jr. 

District  Director,  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  Wm.  Spiller  Milton 


District  Director,  Publishing  Interests 
.  Thomas  M.  Lancaster 

District  Director,  Camping 

Willis  Dear 

District  Director,  Enlistment  for 
Church  Occupations  Angus  L.  Carruth 
District  Secretary,  Worship 

Arthur  A.  Robinson,  Jr. 
District  Missionary  Secretary 

James  P.  Woodland 
District  Secretary,  Christian  Social 
Concerns  Brady  B.  Forman 

District  Secretary,  Town  and  Country 
Ministry  John  H.  Casey 


LAFAYE'TTE  DISTRICT 
Kenneth  G.  McDowell 
District  Superintendent  (3) 
Abbeville-Pecan  Island 

A.  G.  Taylor  (2) 
Baldwin,  Tri  nity-Walmsley 

Louis  L.  Streams,  Jr.  (4) 
Berwick  Ted  T.  Howes  (2) 

Charenton,  Godman-Mt.  Zion-Union 

(Willie  B.  Sweat  LP)  (2) 
Crowley,  First  Tracy  R.  Arnold  (2) 
Ebenezer-Crowley,  Wesley 

John  E.  Scarf  (1) 
Franklin,  Asbury-Mason-Fitzgerald 

(George  M.  Alfred)  (5) 
First  C.  Robert  McCammon  (8) 
Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

J.  Vernon  Fairley  (2) 
Houma,  First  A.  Jerome  Cain  (8) 
Houma  Heights-Cleinton  Chapel 

(Joe  L.  Roundtree  LP)  (2) 
Wesley-Mt.  Vernon  Henry  Gage  (13) 
Indian  Bayou-Kaplan 

Douglas  L.  Davis  (3) 
Jeanerette,  McGowan-Lydia 

(R.  Don  Ross  LP)  (2) 
St.  Paul-Briggs 

Major  M.  Goldman  (1) 
St.  Peter-Mt.  Zion 

(Walter  Barabin)  (5) 

Lafayette,  Asbury 

James  J.  Caraway  (2) 
Asbury,  Associate 

Robert  M.  Bentley  R  (6) 
Davidson  Memorial 

Gary  L.  Van  Horn  (1) 
First  Jerry  A.  Means  (2) 

First,  Associate 

Richard  C.  Hebert  (2) 
Ivanhoe-St.  Martinville 

Les  P.  Thompson  (2) 
Mallalieu-St.  James 

Edgar  D.  Smith  (1) 
Mathews-LaGrange 

B.  Joseph  Martin  (9) 

Morgan  City  Bob  L.  Lawton  (2) 

New  Iberia  Fred  S.  Flurry  (6) 

Opelousas,  Louisiana  Memorial 

Jolly  B.  Harper  (2) 

St.  Mark  T.  E.  McElroy  (6) 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista 

George  H.  Sherman,  Jr.  (2) 
Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Waxia 

(Jimmy  F.  Jones  LP)  (1) 
Rayne-Branch 

(George  A.  McVay)  (2) 
St.  Martinville,  Mallalieu 

(Marshall  Wesley)  (5) 
Thibodaux,  First-Vacharie-Gibson 

Larry  D.  Robertson  (1) 
Calvary-Magnolia 

(Taft  W.  Bowie)  (10) 
Washington,  St.  Mark’s-St.  Paul 

(Charles  Wilson  LP)  (2) 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 
District  Director,  Education 

A.  G.  Taylor 

District  Director,  Evangelism 

Jerry  A.  Means 

District  Director,  Youth  Ministry 

Bob  L.  Lawton 
District  Director,  Young  Adult  Ministry 

L«s  P.  Thompson 
District  Director,  Adult  Ministry 

Edgar  D.  Smith 

District  Director,  Family  Ministry 

Major  M.  Goldman 
District  Director,  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  Larry  D.  Robertson 

District  Director,  Publishing  Interests 
Louis  L.  Streams,  Jr. 
District  Director,  Camping 

Douglas  L.  Davis 
District  Director,  Enlistment  for  Church 
Occupations  T.  E.  McElroy 

District  Director,  Worship 

Tracy  R  Arnold 

District  Director,  Health  &  Welfare 
Ministries  A.  Jerome  Cain 

District  Missionary  Secretary 

J.  Vernon  Fairley 
District  Secretary,  Christian  Social 
Concerns  Richard  C.  Hebert 

District  Director,  Town  and  Country 
Ministry  Henry  Gage 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
District  Superintendent  (1) 
Cameron-Grand  Chenier 

Minns  S.  Robertson  (2) 
Church  Point-Maxie 

Daniel  R.  Deen  (4) 
DeQuincy  Byrd  Lee  Terry  (3) 

DeRidder,  First 

W.  Odell  Simmons  (2) 
Wesl  ey-Mer  ryville 

Wallace  P.  Blackwood  (2) 
Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove 

(Cecil  C.  Mims)  (1) 
Elton-Basile  (Lionel  Marcel)  (2) 

Eunlce-Ville  Platte 

William  I.  Eubanks  (2) 
Fairvlew-Sweetlake 

I.  Elmer  Malone  (1) 
Gueydan  William  M.  Finnin  (1) 
lowa-Bell  City-Hayes 

(John  Sayes)  (2) 
Jennings,  First  Eskel  L.  Tatum  (3) 

Trinity 

Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr.  (1) 
Kinder-Oberlin 

C.  Ed  Henkel  (3) 

Lake  Arthur 

Raymond  M.  Crofoot  (2) 
Lake  Charles,  First 

George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  (6) 
First,  Associate 

James  W.  Ailor  (7) 

First,  Associate 

Thomas  A.  Dunbar  (2) 
Oak  Park  L.  Deen  ’Thompson  (3) 
St.  Luke  H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr.  (2) 

Simpson  J.  C.  Skinner  (1) 

University  Kenneth  R.  Reed  (2) 
University,  Associate 

J.  Penn  Morgan  (3) 

Warren  Moses  T.  Jackson  (5) 

Maplewood  Tom  O.  Crosby,  Jr.  (3) 

Moss  Bluff-Broadlands 

Louis  G.  Blankerjt>aker  (1) 
Oakdale-Pine  Prairie 

Abe  M.  Conerly  (3) 

Raymond-Iota 

Heaton  B.  Crammer  (1) 

Roanoke 

(Homer  V.  Bailes  LP)  (3) 
Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial 

H.  Warren  Blakeman  (1) 
W  esley-Hacklber  ry 

Walter  M.  Clarke  (3) 
Vinton  Joe  C.  Rice  (2) 

Welsh,  First  Ira  M.  Robinson  (2) 

Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity 

(R  M  Harris)  (3) 
Westlake  Richard  R.  Meek  (4) 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL  ON  MINIS'rRIES 
District  Director,  Education 

James  W.  Ailor 
District  Director,  Evangelism 

W.  Odell  Simmons 
District  Director,  Youth  Ministry 

J.  Penn  Morgan 
District  Director,  Young  Adult  Ministry 
Walter  M.  C3arke 
District  Director,  Family  Ministry 

Tom  O.  Crosby,  Jr. 
District  Director  of  Health  &  Welfare 
Ministry  I.  Elmer  Malone 

District  Director,  TPhe  Louisiana 
Methodist  and  Publishing  Interests 

Byrd  Lee  Terry 

District  Director,  Camping  Activities 

William  I.  Eubanks 

District  Director,  Enlistment  for  Church 

Occupations  Moses  T.  Jackson 

District  Secretary,  Worship 

L.  Deen  ’Thompson 
District  Missionary  Secretary 

Eskel  L.  Tatum 

District  Secretary,  Christian  Socitd 
Concerns  Richard  R  Meek 

District  Secretary,  Town  and  Country 
Ministry  Raymond  M.  Crofoot 


MONROE  DISTRICT 
Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr. 

District  Superintendent  (2) 
Bastrop,  First  Edwin  J.  Barksdale  (2) 
Memorial-Beekman  Louis  F.  Roos  (3) 
Mt.  Olive- Washingrton  Chapel 

(Robert  S.  Murray)  (4) 
Columbia-Hebert 

Edwin  H.  House,  Jr.  (4) 
Crew  Lake  (Pete  J.  Medak  LP)  (4) 
Delhi  William  A.  Haskell  (2) 

Epps-Floyd  (Richard  G.  Milk  LP)  (1) 
Gilbert -Boeuf  Prajffie 

Bonnie  Ruth  Holley  (4) 
Grayson-Kelly  T.B.S. 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove 

(Ernest  M.  Dill)  (1) 
Lake  Providence  W.  F.  Howell  (3) 
Mangham-Crowville  W.  W.  Bevill  (2) 
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APPOINTMENTS 


Mer  Rouge-Collinston-Bonne  Idee 

Arby  W.  Goody  (1) 
Monroe,  First  W.  D.  Boddie  (2) 

Memorial  James  E.  Christie  (3) 
Reveille-Liittle  Creek 

Ray  R.  Spiller  (2) 
St  James-St  Paul 

Albert  E.  Franklin  (9) 
St.  Mark’s-Oak  Ridge 

Reuel  H.  Allen  (2) 

St  Paul’s  James  L.  Stovall  (2) 

Southside  Lea  Joyner  (22) 

Mt  Nebo-Lawson  Chapel 

(Robert  J.  Addison,  St  LP)  (3) 
Mt  Sinai-St  Peter 

(Joe  Brown  LP)  (5) 
Newellton  T.B.S. 

Oak  Grove 

Fred  W.  Schwendimann  (5) 
Pioneer-Forest  TB.S. 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  (5) 
St  Andrew’s-Bartholomew 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  (2) 
St  Joseph-Wesley 

A.  D.  St  Amant  Jr.  (1) 
Tallulah  J.  David  (Corley  (3) 

Waterproof-Clayton  T.B.S. 

West  Monroe,  Brownsville-Woodlawn 

(WiUiam  G.  Stegall)  (1) 
caaibome-Wilhite  Terral  T.  Lowe  (4) 
First  Robert  L.  Peyton  (5) 

McGuire  John  H.  Sewell  (4) 

Walnut  Grove  T.RS» 

Winnsboro-Union 

Glendon  R.  Messer  (3) 
Wisner-Baskin  S.  Alvin  Mayo  (1) 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 
District  Director,  Evangelism 

Louis  F.  Roos 
District  Director,  Education 

W.  D.  Boddie 

District  Director,  CJhildren’s  Ministry 

Bonnie  Ruth  Holley 
District  Director,  Young  Adult  Ministry 
James  E.  Wilson 
District  Director,  Adult  Ministry 

Glendon  R  Messer 
District  Director,  Family  Ministry 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 
District  Director,  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministry  Terral  T.  Lowe 

District  Director,  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  Ray  R  Spiller 

District  Director,  Publishing  Interests 

W.  F.  Howell 

District  Director,  Camping 

William  A.  Haskell 
District  Director,  Enlistment  for  (Jhurch 
Occupations  Robert  L.  Peyton 

District  Director,  Worship 

James  E.  Christie 
District  Missionary  Secretary 

Edwin  H.  House,  Jr. 
District  Director,  Christian  Social 
Concerns  Albert  E.  Frsmklin 

District  Secretary,  Town  and  (Ik>untry 
Ministry  A.  D.  St.  Amant,  Jr. 

Director,  Methodist  Information 

John  H.  Sewell 


Rosa-Taylor  Chapel-Haskins  Clhapel 

Sidney  Irving  (2) 
St  Paul  (Caria  L  Sneed  LP)  (3) 
Sander’s  Chapel 

(L.  Grafton  Shaw  LPR)  (6) 
Winnfield-Couley  Jack  H.  Midyett  (1) 
Zwolle-Converse-Noble 

H.  Austin  Smith  (1) 


DISTRICT  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 
District  Director,  Evangelism 

Daniel  W.  Tohline 
District  Director,  Youth  Ministry 

James  W.  Jones 
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StCKtCa^  ScAmC 

by  Dr.  James  Workman 

LESSON  FOR  JUNE  17;  More  Than  Lip  Service 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Exodus  20:7,  Mat¬ 
thew  5:33-37;  6:1-6;  7:21-23;  21:28-32;  Mark 
7:5-8. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Not  every  one  who  says 
to  me,  “Lord,  Lord,”  shall  enter  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  but  he  who  does  the  will  of  my 
Father  who  is  in  heaven.  (Matthew  7:21) 


AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  help  us  to  realize  that 
vanity  in  worship  is  indifference  and  disrespect 
toward  God;  but  doing  God’s  will  must  match 
our  understanding  and  sincere  devotion. 


*  *  * 


The  third  commandment,  “You  shall  not  take 
the  name  of  the  Lord  your  God  in  vain;  for  the 
Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  who  takes  his  name 
in  vain,”  is  the  opening  scripture  text  for  our  lesson 
on  “More  Than  Lip  Service.”  The  memory  selection 
warns  against  hyprocrisy  in  words  to  God,  but  calls 
one  to  act  out  the  will  of  God  in  sincerity  and  truth. 

This  third  guideline  for  the  discipline  of  the 
Christian  in  daily  life  may  make  us  aware  of  our 
insincerity  and  hypocritical  motives  in  using  God’s 
name  and  alert  us  to  sincere  and  honest  word  and 
deed  in  doing  God’s  will  in  worship  and  in  daily 
work. 

♦  *  * 


TAKE  GOD’S  NAME  WITH  YOU 

The  memory  selection  and  the  third  command¬ 
ment  begin  with  “You  shall  not,”  and  “Not  every 
one”  —  two  negative  statements,  but  they  introduce 
the  positive  attitude  toward  God  in  spirit  and  in 
truth.  The  two  minus  words  emphasize  the  two  plus 
words  “sincere”  and  “doing.”  The  work  “take”  in 
Hebrew  means  “lift,  or  carry.”  The  word  “vain” 
means  “emptiness”  or  “nothingness.”  To  say  God’s 
name  and  not  do  his  will  is  lip  service  and  not  liv¬ 
ing  action.  To  speak  God’s  name  and  do  his  will  ii 
to  enter  into  the  experience  of  his  presence. 

The  presence  of  God  in  worship  was  the  subject 
of  the  first  two  of  these  three  commandments  deal¬ 
ing  with  man’s  relationship  to  God.  God’s  name  was 
never  pronounced  by  the  Hebrew.  His  name  was  not 
a  magical  code  to  give  power  over  him  or  to  have 
him  at  man’s  disposal.  It  was  given  to  Israel  to 
guide  their  calls  on  God  for  help  in  time  of  need, 
to  have  communion  and  fellowship  with  Him,  and  to 
understand  his  nature  and  greatness.  To  know  God 
completely  the  Christian  should  know  the  meaning 
of  Jesus  the  Saviour,  the  Christ  —  approved  of 
God.  He  is  God’s  appointed  and  anointed  Son. 
Jesus  Christ  gave  his  disciples  another  Comforter, 
the  Spirit  of  Truth,  to  continue  His  presence  with 
therp  after  his  earthly  departure.  The  name  of  God, 
seen  in  Jesus  Christ,  reveals  God’s  nature  in  love, 
forgiveness,  friendship,  and  eternal  communion. 
Taking  the  name  of  God  sincerely  is  to  be  in  ever¬ 
lasting  communication  with  him  in  faith,  hope,  and 

love,  which  never  perish. 

*  *  * 


VOCAL  AND  MORAL  VANITY 
PROFANE  THE  NAME  OF  GOD 

A  minor  meaning  of  this  commandment  to  many, 
on  the  surface  is  to  prohibit  profane  swearing.  “Pro¬ 
fane”  means  “before  the  temple.”  Profanity  is  that 
which  is  not  approved  by  holy  usage,  truthful  mean¬ 
ing,  sincere  speaking.  Cussing,  profane  swearing  and 
perjury,  are  hypocritical  uses  of  God’s  name  in  pri¬ 
vate,  public,  in  worship  or  in  a  court  of  law.  Hypo¬ 
crisy  is  an  attitude  “put  on,”  like  the  actor  who 
plays  a  part,  which  is  not  really  his  true  nature  in 
real  life.  Hypocrisy  is  a  pose,  a  “put  on,”  but  not 
real,  sincere.  Insincerity  is  the  heart  of  vain  speaking 
of  God.  In  hypocrisy  a  false  face  “is  passed  off  for 
a  genuine  one.”  (Charles  M.  Laymon) 

*  ♦  * 

GOD’S  HOLY  NAME 
REQUIRES  HOLY  USAGE 

In  the  ancient  Hebrew  community  where  this 
commandment  was  first  given,  the  meaning  of  a 
name  was  significant  of  the  character  bearing  the 
name.  George  W.  Frey,  in  the  International  Lesson 
Annual,  says  “The  name  actualized  the  individual¬ 
ity  and  distinctness  of  a  person.”  Human  and  divine 
names  had  particular  meaning.  Israel’s  God,  Yah- 
weh,  was  a  name  the  Jew,  then  and  now  left  with¬ 
out  pronouncing.  Instead  they  say  the  word  adonai 
or  use  “The  Shem”  (the  Hebrew  word  for  name). 
“The  name”  Yahweh  is  never  voiced  at  all.  (George 
W.  Frey) 

The  revelation  of  God  to  his  people  in  the  Cove¬ 
nant  of  law  needed  to  be  lived  out  in  daily  life 
through  worship  and  work.  “Do  justly,  love  mercy, 
and  walk  humbly  with  God,”  was  the  prophet 
Micah’s  summary  of  the  spiritual  requirement  of 
God  for  his  people.  This  is  the  meaning  of  sin¬ 
cerity  in  worship  and  work.  To  violate  the  moral 
requirement  of  the  commandment  by  hypocrisy,  in¬ 
sincerity,  counterfeiting,  and  lying  is  to  prostitute 
the  law  of  God.  To  worship  God  in  spirit  and  truth, 
is  to  follow  the  example  and  teaching  of  Jesus  for 
his  disciples. 

«  «  De 


PRAY,  FAST,  GIVE 

The  center  of  Hebrew  pious  living  centered  in 
three  acts  of  worship,  prayer,  fasting,  and  giving  in 
pity  for  the  needy  —  giving  alms.  The  giving  of 
prayers,  fasts,  and  alms^  had  become,  in  Jesus’  day, 
so  much  of  a  form  that  its  observance  had  become 
perfunctory  rather  than  sincere  and  genuinely  devout. 

Prayers  had  become  formal,  to  the  point  that 
public  approval  became  more  conspicuous  than  the 
private  devotional  obscurity  of  secret  worship.  This 
kind  of  profane  living  received  the  rebuke  of  Jesus 
in  the  lesson  text,  “Beware  of  practicing  your  piety 
before  men  in  order  to  be  seen  by  them;  for  then 
you  will  have  no  reward  from  your  Father  who  is 
in  heaven.”  Moffatt  translates  it,  “Take  care  not  to 
practice  your  charity  before  men  in  order  to  be 
noticed;  otherwise  you  get  no  reward  from  your 
Father  in  heaven.”  The  New  English  Bible  trans¬ 
lates,  “Beware  of  practicing  your  piety  before  men” 
as  “Be  careful  not  to  make  a  show  of  your  religion 
before  men.”  Here  the  motive  of  worship  is  com¬ 
munion  with  God  rather  than  arrogant  display.  This 
is  not  contrary  to  Jesus’  word,  “Let  your  light  shine 
before  men  that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and 


glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.”  No  hypo¬ 
critical  play-acting  is  to  be  tolerated  in  holy  living. 

In  charitable  gifts,  love  for  God  and  man  are  to 
be  put  above  public  show  and  self-aggrandizement. 
George  W,  Frey  notes  the  incident  of  a  cartoon  of 
a  contractor  presenting  a  finished  building  to  the 
principal  of  the  school,  saying,  “Lord  knows  this 
is  the  best  built  school  in  this  country,”  when  he 
had  previously  told  his  foreman  to  skimp  on  the 
amount  of  cement  in  the  concrete  for  the  building 
project.  This  recalls  the  theme  of  a  motion  picture, 
where  the  longtime  builder  for  an  investor  was  given 
his  final  contract,  with  the  order  to  put  his  very 
best  into  the  building.  When  it  was  completed,  with 
much  skimping  and  inferior  work,  the  presentation 
was  made.  The  investor  in  turn  received  it  with  ap¬ 
preciation  and  gave  it  back  to  the  builder  as  a  token 
of  his  lifetime  record  of  good  buildings  for  his  pat¬ 
ron.  His  profane  building  cut  back  into  his  own 
life’s  building  like  a  boomerang.  It  was  truly  a  house 
of  life  built  upon  sand,  to  show  up  shoddy  in  the 
storms  and  floods  of  life’s  pressures.  Not  personal 
prestige,  nor  position,  nor  any  other  phoniness  in  re¬ 
ligion,  but  love  for  God  and  man  marks  the  one  true 
motive  in  giving  true  charity. 

The  same  basic  sincerity  is  to  motivate  the  spirit¬ 
ual  act  of  fasting.  The  Pharisees  were  condemned 
by  Jesus  for  boasting  of  their  righteousness  by  miss¬ 
ing  a  meal  and  making  a  parade  of  their  piety. 
Charles  M.  Laymon  cites  Dr.  Ralph  Sockman’s 
story  of  a  little  girl  who  filled  out  a  school  question¬ 
naire,  filling  in  her  own  name  as  the  answer  to  the 
question,  “Write  down  the  name  of  the  child  who 
bragged  the  least  about  herself.”  He  said  it  must 
have  been  something  like  that  which  St.  Jerome  had 
in  mind  when  he  said,  “Beware  of  the  pride  of 
humility.” 

In  prayer,  the  secret  of  His  presence  is  the  true 
test  of  devotion,  and  not  the  public  display  of  ob¬ 
servers.  Prayer  is  given  to  God  to  be  seen  by  him. 
Dr.  Laymon  cites  the  incident  in  the  life  of  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  in  the  home  of  a  rich  man.  “All 
night  long  he  heard  the  saint  say,  ‘My  God  and  my 
All,  my  God  and  my  All.’  The  simple  prayer  con¬ 
verted  him  to  Christ  then  and  there.” 

>K  4e  * 


FOUR  LETTER  WORDS 
FOR  TRUE  LIVING 

Pray  and  work  in  the  will  of  God  is  the  Chris¬ 
tian  way  of  life.  Profane  swearing  and  pornographic 
permissiveness  can  be  overcome  by  faith,  hope,  love, 
and  the  way  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  The  Christian 
belief  in  the  holy  trinity  of  God  the  Father,  Jesus 
Christ  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  used  in  the 
Christian  rite  of  baptism,  confirmation  in  church 
membership,  the  marriage  vow,  the  funeral  ritual, 
and  the  benediction,  are  the  church’s  witness  to  true 

worship  in  sincerity  and  joy  and  peace. 

*  *  * 

DEVOTIONAL  GUIDE  FOR 
DISCIPLINE  OF  WORSHIP 

Daily  Bible  readings.  Numbers  23:19-23;  Mat¬ 
thew  23:16-22;  and  Isaiah  1:10-17,  may  add  to  the 
use  of  the  BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE  for  de¬ 
votional  use.  James  Montgomery’s  hymn  number 
252,  and  the  Lord’s  prayer  may  add  to  our  dedica¬ 
tion  of  life  for  sincere  worship.  Our  lesson  next  week 
is  the  Fourth  Commandment, 
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World  Methodist  Evangelism  Council  sets 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  —  Three  major 
priorities  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  Evangelism  emphasis  in 
1973  and  1974  were  set  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Evangelism  Committee  meeting 
here  May  1-4.  They  are: 

1 —  A  24-hour  world-wide  Vigil  of 
prayer,  Dec.  31,  1973,  beginning  in 
Tonga  near  the  International  Dateline 
and  proceeding  around  the  world  — 
Australia,  Asia,  Africa,  Europe,  North 
and  South  America  —  and  back  to 
the  Dateline. 

2 —  A  global  Bible  Study  during 
Lent,  1974,  using  a  specially-written 
study  of  the  life  and  message  of  Jesus 
by  the  eminent  New  Testament  schol¬ 
ar,  Dr.  William  Barclay,  professor  of 
theology.  University  of  Glasgow,  Scot¬ 
land. 

3 —  Evangelism  Congresses  in  1974 
in  seven  regions  of  the  world  —  Aus¬ 
tralia,  Africa,  North  America,  Central- 
South  America,  India,  Southeast  Asia- 
Philippines  and  Europe-British  Isles. 

Important  announcements  relating 
to  future  events,  including  a  proposed 
world-wide  evangelism  consultation  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.,  and  plans  for 
1975  are  expected  to  emerge  at  the 
time  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
executive  committee  meeting  in  Mex¬ 
ico  City,  July  29-Aug.  3. 

During  the  four-day  meeting  here, 
discussions  brought  out  the  general 
feeling  that  1973-74  will  be  (fcvoted 

Rhodesian  Bishop's 
Work  Praised 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  head  of  United 
Methodism  in  Rhodesia,  is  doing 
more  toward  maintaining  peace  in 
Rhodesia  now  than  Prime  Minister 
Ian  Smith,  or  virtually  any  one  else 
for  that  matter,  commented  a  United 
Methodist  mission  official  in  the  wake 
of  press  reports  of  stepped-up  fighting 
between  African  guerrillas  and  white 
Rhodesians  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  country. 

Though  Bishop  Muzorewa  is  back 
at  work  full  time  following  bouts  with 
bilharzia  and  stomach  ulcers,  his  doc¬ 
tors  still  feel  he  should  be  allowed  to 
leave  Rhodesia  for  treatment  not  avail¬ 
able  there,  reported  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Bivens,  Board  of  Global  Ministries  as¬ 
sistant  general  secretary  for  Africa.  On 
the  other  hand,  with  heightening  ten¬ 
sion,  the  bishop’s  presence  in  Rhodesia 
at  this  time  is  crucial.  Dr.  Bivens  said. 
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Mexico  Methodists 
Marking  Centennial 

MEXICO  CITY  (UMC)  —  Meth¬ 
odists  of  Mexico  are  observing  the 
100th  anniversary  of  their  church  in 
1973  with  a  year-long  series  of  activi¬ 
ties  scheduled  to  reach  a  climax  in 
December  with  a  national  convocation 
that  may  draw  as  many  as  15,000  per¬ 
sons  to  this  capital  city. 

With  a  membership  estimated  at 
50,000,  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mex¬ 
ico  has  been  autonomous  since  1930. 
It  is  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  through  that  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Minstries’  World 
Division. 


to  deepening  the  spiritual  life  of  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  World  Methodist  Council’s 
54  constituent  churches,  and  in  1975, 
the  churches  would  take  the  mission  to 
the  world. 

The  extent  to  which  additional  pro¬ 
jects  can  be  undertaken  will  depend 
somewhat  upon  financial  support  from 
individuals  and  member  bodies  of  the 
Council,  the  committee  noted. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to 
publish  the  study  book  in  English  and 
many  other  languages.  Dr.  Ira  Calla¬ 
way,  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  member  of  the 
committee,  told  the  group  that  trans¬ 
lators  of  Tidings  and  The  Upper  Room 
will  be  available  to  help  with  trans¬ 
lations. 

Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  chairman  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  has  been  asked  to  write  the  pre¬ 
face  to  the  Barclay  text. 

Asked  by  the  committee  to  prepare 
the  program  for  the  Vigil  of  Prayer, 
the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  director  of  Coop-, 
erative  Evangelism  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  outlined  elements 
of  the  program  arranged  after  months 
of  planning.  He  reported  that  the  King 
of  Tonga  will  speak  and  a  500-voice 
choir  of  the  Tonga  Church  will  sing 
to  begin  the  Vigil.  This  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  brief  inspirational  messages 
from  world  leaders  of  evangelism. 

PROTESTANT  WORK  IN 
BRAZIL  GROWING 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Church  de¬ 
velopment  in  a  growing  area  of  Brazil 
is  reported  in  a  recent  newsletter  from 
United  Methodist  missionaries  to 
friends  and  supporters  in  the  U.S. 

Six  years  ago  there  was  no  Meth¬ 
odist  work  in  the  city  of  Cascavel  and 
vicinity  in  the  western  part  of  Parana 
state  in  southern  Brazil;  today  there 
are  five  congregations  and  seven  other 
preaching  points,  wrote  Raymond  and 
Cleo  Noah.  Membership  in  the  Cas¬ 
cavel  circuit  is  147,  though  weekly  at¬ 
tendance  averages  180  or  more,  they 
said,  noting  that  the  Methodist 
Church  is  one  of  25  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  at  work  in  the  Cascavel 
region,  some  with  large  memberships. 

In  the  city  of  103,000,  the  Meth¬ 
odists  cooperate  especially  with  the 
Presbyterian,  Baptist  and  Evangelical 
Independent  Churches. 

t 

Ecumenical  scholar-in-re 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  The  first 
grant  from  United  Methodism’s  ecu¬ 
menical  concerns  agency  to  maintain 
a  scholar  in  residence  at  the  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Institute  for  Advanced  Theologi¬ 
cal  Studies  at  Tantur  near  Jerusalem 
has  been  announced  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Robert  W.  Huston,  New  York. 

Since  it  was  established  in  1965,  the 
Institute  has  been  operating  under  aus¬ 
pices  of  an  Academic  Council  com¬ 
prising  Protestant,  Orthodox  and 


CORRECTION:  The  Upper  Room  ad 

which  appeared  in  the  May  17  issue  of 
this  publication  should  have  stated  that 
The  Upper  Room  for  member  families 
and  others  may  be  obtained  at  15^  per 
copy  in  lots  of  10  or  more  sent  to  one 
address.  Address  inquiries  to:  The 

Upper  Room,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  Dept. 
FC-20,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 


Among  them  will  be  Dr.  Alan  Walker, 
Sydney,  Australia;  Bishop  Yap  Kim 
Hao,  Singapore;  Mrs.  Elisha  R.  Ocera, 
Manila;  the  Rev.  Thomas  W.  Koom- 
son,  president  of  the  church  in  Ghana; 
Bishop  Wenceslao  Bahamonde,  Lima, 
Peru,  and  Bishop  Ensley. 

Through  an  international  recording, 
their  messages  will  be  available  to 
churches  around  the  world.  Hale  said. 
The  tape  is  intended  to  be  used  as 
people  gather  in  churches  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  Vigil. 

Dr.  Gallaway,  chairman  of  the  North 
American  region,  announced  that  its 
regional  Congress  will  be  held  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas,  Jan.  8-10,  1974,  the  first 
in  the  series.  Sessions  will  be  held  in 
the  Rice  Hotel.  Details  are  being 
worked  out  in  cooperation  with  secre¬ 
taries  of  Evangelism  of  participating 
denominations  —  AME,  AME  Zion, 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal,  Free 
Methodist,  United  Methodist  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Churches. 

Dr.  Sails,  chairman  of  the  Europe- 
British  Isles  region,  said  its  Congress 
is  expected  to  be  held  Apr.  23-26, 
1974,  in  the  Methodist  Center  “Vik¬ 
toria”  in  Reuti-Hasliberg,  Switzerland, 
with  the  theme,  “No  Other  Name.” 
Other  Congresses  are  expected  to  be 
set  in  the  near  future. 

Meanwhile,  youth,  while  attending 
their  regional  Congresses,  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  their  own  program  to  which 

TRAVEL  GUIDE  LISTS 

UPPER  ROOM  CHAPEL 

The  Upper  Room  Chapel,  Museum 
and  Agape  Garden  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 
have  been  listed  in  the  1973  edition 
of  the  MOBIL  TRAVEL  GUIDE,  one 
of  the  top  travel  guides  produced  by 
a  major  oil  company. 

More  than  22,000  restaurants,  ho¬ 
tels,  motels  and  resorts  are  included 
in  the  seven  volume  guide,  which  has 
been  compared  by  travel  experts  to 
the  famed  Guide-Michelin.  Mobil’s 
seven  volumes  are  done  on  a  regional 
basis,  and  each  edition  lists  valuable 
information  on  the  local  history, 
points  of  interest  in  the  region,  recrea¬ 
tional  facilities  and  star-rated  food  and 
lodging  facilities.  The  Travel  Guides 
are  available  at  Mobil  service  stations, 
bookstores,  magazine  outlets,  and  other 
places  where  books  and  magazines  are 
sold. 
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lidence  award  granted 

Roman  Catholic  scholars,  among  them 
United  Methodism’s  Dr.  Albert  C. 
Outler  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
at  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dal¬ 
las,  Tex.  It  has  been  a  center  for  study 
by  “top  level  scholars  and  post-gradu¬ 
ate  theological  students  engaged  in 
spearhead  research,”  said  Dr.  Huston, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

The  grant  for  study  and  research  in 
1973-74  has  been  given  by  the  Divis¬ 
ion  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Richard 
Watters,  Jr.,  a  1973  Ph.D.  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Iowa  and  pastor 
of  the  Troy  Mills,  Spring  Grove  and 
Silver  Creek  United  Methodist  Church¬ 
es  in  Iowa.  The  grant  covers  travel, 
and  living  and  research  expenses. 


priorities 

the  committee  gave  its  encouragement 
in  Europe  next  year. 

The  committee  invited  the  United 
Christian  Ashrams  movement  to  send 
a  representative  to  future  committee 
meetings.  Bishop  James  Mathews  is 
chairman  of  the  International  Move¬ 
ment,  and  the  Rev.  Harold  Dutt,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  West  Ohio  Confer¬ 
ence  Dayton  North  District,  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  North  American  section. 

In  remarks  to  the  committee  con¬ 
cluding  the  meeting.  Bishop  Ensley 
said;  “We  must  convince  people  anew 
of  the  ultimate  validity  of  our  faith  .  .  . 
to  reestablish  the  validity  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  outlook  on  life  ...  to  convince 
people  that  the  Christian  outlook  is 
true  —  and  good.  I  am  convinced  that 
in  the  long  pull,  the  Christian  Way 
will  survive  —  because  it  is  true  and 
good.” 

Among  the  26  world  representatives 
at  the  meeting,  held  in  the  Sheraton- 
Jefferson  Hotel,  were  three  members 
of  the  World  Council’s  Presidium  — 
Phillip  N.  Capper,  Winchester,  Eng¬ 
land,  youth  representative;  Rev.  Koom- 
son,  and  Bishop  Ensley. 

By  special  invitation,  two  other 
youth  members  were  present  —  Reiner 
Stahl,  youth  leader  from  Germany,  and 
Gregory  Palmer,  student  at  George 
Washington  University,  Washington, 
D.  C. 
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ON  RECEIVING  IT 
By  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

One  day  an  elderly  lady  was 
visited  by  a  minister  who  carried 
with  him  a  contribution  towards 
the  rent  of  her  cottage.  He 
knocked  once  at  the  door  and 
there  was  no  answer.  He  knocked 
twice  and  still  no  answer.  He 
noticed  smoke  coming  from  the 
chimney,  so  he  knocked  again, 
but  no  response.  Days  later  she 
confessed  that  she  was  in,  but 
did  not  answer  because  she 
thought  he  was  the  rent  collector. 

Many  wonderful  riches  are  of¬ 
fered  but  we  have  to  provide  the 
reception.  The  response  to  life’s 
offers  is  within  our  own  pro¬ 
vince. 

At  the  center  of  Christianity 
is  both  an  offer  and  a  response. 
It  is  a  gift  and  the  reception  of 
that  gift.  Jesus  said:  “For  God 
sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world 
to  condemn  the  world;  but  that 
the  world  through  him  might  be 
saved.”  (John  3:17)  The  wonder¬ 
ful  love  of  God  is  never  forced 
upon  an  individual.  It  is  always, 
from  beginning  to  the  end,  an  of¬ 
fer,  a  gift.  You  and  I  are  free 
moral  agents  with  the  power  to 
accept  or  to  reject. 

Through  daily  vigilance, 
through  frequent  prayer  and 
Bible  study,  through  private  and 
public  worship,  through  daily  in¬ 
volvement  we  can  gain  the  wis¬ 
dom  to  accept  those  offers  which 
God  so  willingly  presents, 
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Bishop  Goodrich  Willson  Lecturer  Judicial  Council  moves  to  protect 

for  Methodist  Heritage  Celebration  rights  of  the  annual  conference 


FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.  (UMC)  — 
Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly,  leadership 
training  center  for  the  ei^t-state  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  will  celebrate  its 
fiftieth  anniversary  June  25-28. 

Major  feature  of  the  “Methodist 
Heritage  Celebration”  will  be  the  an¬ 
nual  Mt.  Sequoyah  Willson  lectures  to 
be  given  by  Missouri  Bishop  Robert 
E.  Goodrich.  The  lectures  are  endow¬ 
ed  by  the  late  J.  M.  Willson  and  Mrs. 
Willson  of  Floydada,  Tex. 

Other  events  will  include  a  Bible 
study  led  by  Dr.  Francis  Christie,  dean 
of  Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Ark.; 
special  music  by  Fayetteville  area 
choirs,  a  youth  choir  from  First  United 
Methodist  Chxirch,  Shreveport,  La., 
and  the  Ozarks  Methodist  Manor  choir 
from  Maronville,  Mo. 

Workshops  on  evangelism  will  be 
led  by  Dr.  Robert  Escamilla,  Dr. 
George  E.  Morris,  and  the  Rev.  James 
D.  Bass,  staff  members  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship’s  Division  of  Evange¬ 
lism,  Worship  and  Stewardship. 

The  College  of  Bishops  including 
all  retired  and  active  bishops  from  the 
eight-state  jurisdiction  served  by  Mt. 
Sequoyah  a^I  also  be  meeting  during 
the  three-day  celebration. 

During  a  birthday  celebration  co¬ 
ordinated  by  retired  Bishop  Paul  V. 
Galloway,  a  history  of  the  Assembly 
will  be  given  by  the  Rev.  Jack  Mont¬ 
gomery  of  Mexico,  Mo.  Other  partici¬ 
pants  will  include  Dr.  James  W.  Work¬ 
man,  former  superintendent  of  the  as¬ 
sembly;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Womeldorf, 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Virgil  D.  Morris. 

Dr.  Womeldorf  and  Dr.  Morris  have 
served  as  executive  director  of  the 
Jurisdiction.  Present  superintendent  of 
the  Assembly  is  the  Rev.  N.  Lee  Cate. 
New  executive  director  of  the  Juris¬ 
diction  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  Duane 
Bruce,  Lubbock,  Tex. 

Chairman  of  the  entire  celebration 


Appeal  made  for  poor 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
Pleading  for  the  federal  government 
not  to  cut  its  budget  at  the  expense  of 
poor  jjeople,  some  300  religious  lead¬ 
ers  spent  May  9-1 1  here  in  discussions 
and  in  contacts  with  members  of  Con¬ 
gress. 

The  interfaith  Convocation  of  Con¬ 
science,  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  appealed  both  to 
government  and  to  religious  bodies  to 
give  priority  to  full  employment  at  an 
adequate  wage,  income  maintenance, 
reform  of  “obsolete  and  inequitable” 
tax  systems,  equal  and  quality  educa¬ 
tion,  services  to  the  disadvantaged, 
safe  and  decent  housing,  universal 
health  insurance,  justice  in  relationship 
to  the  environment  and  resources,  re¬ 
duction  of  the  defense  budget. 

Participants  also  adopted  resolu¬ 
tions  urging  a  fight  against  racism  and 
supporting  the  organization  of  farm 
workers  under  the  United  Farm 
Workers  Union  rather  than  the  Teams¬ 
ters. 

Participants  included  some  staff 
members  from  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  Women’s  Division. 


is  the  Rev.  Herman  A.  Lehwald,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Stephan  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mt.  Sequoyah  was  opened  as  West¬ 
ern  Methodist  Assembly  in  1923  and 
during  that  first  summer  attracted  12,- 
000  persons.  Since  that  time  it  has 
continued  as  an  active  center  of  lead¬ 
ership  training  not  only  for  the  juris¬ 
diction  but  for  numerous  ecumenical 
meetings  of  a  larger  regional  and  na¬ 
tional  nature.  The  only  other  compar¬ 
able  regional  training  center  in  the 
church  is  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.,  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 


roENCH  LICK,  Ind.  (UMI)  —  A 
revised  annual  conference  procedure  in 
North  Georgia  was  approved  by  the 
United  Methodist  Judicial  Council 
here  May  24-25.  The  council  also  is¬ 
sued  two  decisions  affecting  top  church 
leadership  in  the  Philippines. 

For  the  third  time  in  13  months, 
the  council  told  United  Methodists  in 
North  India  to  “proceed  as  swiftly  as 
possible  to  the  consummation  of  un¬ 
ion”  with  the  Church  of  North  India. 

The  Georgia  plan,  not  unlike  that 
used  by  several  other  conferences  in 
recent  years,  sets  up  a  dozen  legisla¬ 
tive  committees  which  would  give  pre¬ 
liminary  consideration  to  all  agency 
reports  before  they  reach  the  confer¬ 
ence  plenary  session.  The  plan  was 


WCC  execu  live 
returns  to  pastorate 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  After  24 
ye^s  of  national  and  international,  de¬ 
nominational  and  ecumenical  service, 
a  United  Methodist  minister  is  return¬ 
ing  to  his  “first  love,”  the  local  pas¬ 
torate. 


adopted  by  the  conference  last  June 
and  immediately  referred  to  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  for  determination  of  its 
legality. 

The  council  noted  that  any  organic 
zational  structure  must  “protect  the 
rights  of  the  annual  conference  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  act  on  all  proposals  brought 
to  it,  the  rights  and  requirements  of 
boards  and  agencies  that  they  report 
annually  to  the  conference,  and  the 
rights  of  individual  members  of  the 
conference  to  be  informed  on  and  to 
participate  fully  in  all  legislative  de¬ 
cisions.”  It  ruled  that  the  plan  pro¬ 
tects  all  those  rights  “because  it  re¬ 
quires  that  all  final  considerations  and 
decisions  on  legislative  proposals  be 
made  by  the  total  conference  member¬ 
ship.” 

Ill  answer  to  two  questions  from  the 
Philippines,  the  council  decided  that 
two  bishops  serving  for  the  last  quad- 
rennium  are  entitled  to  continue  in  of¬ 
fice  for  the  present  and  that  district 
superintendents  outside  the  United 
States  are  not  restricted  by  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  to  a  maximum  of  six  years’ 
service  in  any  nine  years. 

t 


t 

Challenge  to  Black  District  Withdrawn 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMI)  — 
What  was  expected  to  be  a  challenge 
before  the  United  Methodist  Judicial. 
Council  May  24-26  to  continuance  be¬ 
yond  this  year  of  all-black  districts  in 
a  United  Methodist  annual  conference 
has  been  withdrawn  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race. 

The  challenge  was  related  specific¬ 
ally  to  South  Carolina  where  a  merger 
of  black  and  white  annual  conferences 
completed  a  year  ago  provided  for  a 
phasing  out  of  separate  black  districts 
in  1974.  However,  the  conference  is 
now  to  vote  in  June  on  a  complete  re¬ 
structure  providing  for  several  black 
district  superintendents  in  bi-racial 
districts. 

t 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Eugene  L.  Smith  has 
been  appointed  by  Bishop  Prince  A. 
Taylor,  Jr.,  episcopal  leader  of  United 
Methodism’s  New  Jersey  Area,  to  be 
minister  of  the  United  Mkhodist 
Church  in  Denville,  N.J.,  effective 
June  10.  Dr.  Smith  has  been  a  minis¬ 
terial  member  of  the  Northern  New 
Jersey  Conference  for  several  years  and 
has  represented  the  conference  at  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodism’s  General  Conference. 
He  was  the  former  Methodist  Church’s 
top  overseas  mission  executive. 

Dr.  Smith’s  resignation  from  a  dual 
post  with  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  was  aimounced  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  U.S.  Conference  for 
the  World  Council  at  Madison,  Wis. 
Since  1964  he  has  been  both  executive 
secretary  of  the  U.S.  Conference  for 
the  WCC  and  executive  secretary  cf 
the  Council’s  New  York  Office, 
t 


Dr.  J.  Richard  Palmer 
(left)  was  invested  as 
president  of  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  May  18  by  board 
chairman  Bishop  Joseph 
H.  Yeakel  who  also 
spoke  at  commencement 
services  honoring  59 
graduating  students.  Dr. 
Palmer,  vice  president 
for  development  at  Berea 
College,  Berea,  Ky.,  will 
assume  his  duties  at 
Scarritt  July  1. 


Black  Community 
Developers 
Program  approved 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Expansion 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Black  Community  Developers  Pro¬ 
gram  to  meet  numerous  requests  by 
black  churches  was  approved  by  the 
program’s  National  Policy  Committee 
at  a  meeting  here  May  16-17. 

The  Program,  which  began  in  1969 
under  United  Methodism’s  1968-72 
Quadrennial  Emphasis  Fund  for 
Reconciliation,  seeks  to  enable  black 
laymen  and  clergy  —  the  black  church 

—  to  lead  in  community  development 
and  in  obtaining  social  justice  for  all 
people.  Developers  work  out  of  black 
United  Methodist  Churches  across  the 
country. 

The  policy  committee  approved  in¬ 
creasing  the  number  of  black  develop¬ 
ers  —  who  are  both  men  and  women 

—  from  the  present  35  to  45. 

Plans  for  a  national  training  pro¬ 
gram  in  economic  development  for  all 
developers  and  their  pastors  to  be  held 
in  October  were  also  made  by  the  pol¬ 
icy  committee.  Committee  members 
pointed  out  that  economic  deprivation 
and  political  powerlessness  are  major 
problems  in  black  communities. 

“We  must  recognize  that  unless  peo¬ 
ple  are  empowered  economically  and 
politically,  then  independence  is  a 
myth,”  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  Negail  R. 
Riley,  urban  ministries  executive  sec¬ 
retary  for  the  National  Division.  Dr. 
Riley  is  coordinator  of  the  policy  com¬ 
mittee. 

t 

United  Methodist-related  Paine  Col¬ 
lege,  Augusta,  Ga.,  has  launched  a 
$400,000  drive  to  rebuild  Haygood 
Hall,  the  campus  academic  and  ad¬ 
ministration  Center,  which  burned  in 
1968. 
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SPECIAL 

appointments 


(District  Abbreviations:  A-AIexandria; 
BR-Baton  Rouge;  H-Hammond;  L-Lafay- 
ette;  LC-Lake  Charles;  M-Monroe;  N- 
Natchltoches;  NO-New  Orleans;  R-Rus- 
ton;  S-Shreveport) 

♦With  annuity 

#With  annuity  on  institution 
tWlthout  annuity 


Annual  Conference  Council 
Co-Director  S 

•L.  Ray  Bran  ton  (1) 

Annual  Conference  Council 
Co-Director  S 

•J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (1) 
Associate  Conference  Council 
Director  S  ’Howard  L.  Milo  (3) 
Associate  Conference  Council 
Director  S 

♦Donald  Charles  Cottrill  (1) 
Superintendent,  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  R  *Harry  E.  Ezell  (14) 

Superintendent,  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  NO 

•Richard  E.  Walton  (1) 
Superintendent,  People’s  Community 
Center  and  Director  of  New  Orleans 
Metropolitan  Ministries  NO 

•William  R.  London,  Jr.  (2) 
Administrator,  Lafon  Protestant 
Home  NO  #Alfred  Pollar  (5) 

Program  Director,  Methodist  Hospital, 
New  Orleans  NO 

♦John  B.  Koelemay  (10) 
Vice  President,  Personnel  and  Public 
Relations,  The  Methodist  Publishing 
House  NO  #W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.  (6) 
Conference  Treasurer  and  Executive 
Secretary,  Board  of  Pensions  S 

•R.  Leonard  Cooke  (6) 
Director,  Hughes  Memorial  Center, 

Baton  Rouge  BR 

•(William  J.  Miller  LP)  (4) 
Director,  Metropolitan  Ministries, 
Shreveport  S 

#James  A.  Graham  (4) 
Professor  and  Chairman,  Department  of 
Religion,  Centenary  College  S 

#Webb  D.  Pomeroy  (21) 
Professor  and  Chairman,  Department  of 
Sociology,  (Centenary  College  S 

#W.  Ferrell  Pledger  (8) 
Associate  Professor  of  Relig;lon  and 
Chaplain,  Centenary  College  S 

#Robert  E.  Taylor  (13) 
Associate  Professor  of  History, 

Centenary  College  S 

#Alton  O.  Hancock(lO) 
Director,  Church  Relations  and  Acting 
Director  of  Development, 

Centenary  College  S 

#Grayson  B.  Watson  (4) 
Associate  Professor  of  Philosophy, 
Southern  Methodist  University  NO 

#Benjamin  A.  Petty  (21) 
Associate  Professor  and  Assistant 
Vice  President,  Rehabilitation  and 
Student  Affairs,  Delgado  College  NO 
#Edward  A.  Kennedy,  Jr.  (1) 
Chaplain,  Morehouse  College  NO 

#Widdie  Clifton  Gtordon  (1) 
Associate  Professor  of  Teaching 
Ministries,  Iliff  School  of  ’Theology  NO 
#Cnarence  H.  Snelling,  Jr.  (10) 
Professor  of  Social  Ethics,  Candler 
School  of  Theology  NO 

#Theodore  R.  Weber  (16) 
Professor  of  Art,  Georgia  State 
College  NO 

#James  A.  McLean  (8) 
Associate  Professor  of  Sociology, 

William  Carey  College  BR 

#T.  WaynePerrott  (8) 
Chaplain,  South  Carolina  Department 
of  Youth  Service  L 

tHoward  D.  Ellzey  (1) 
Assistant  Professor  of  Religion  and 
Philosophy,  Emory  and  Henry 
College  Frederic  R.  Kellogg 

Assistant  Professor  of  Sociology, 
Southeastern  Louisiana 
University  H  #George  M.  Hess  (4) 
Lecturer  in  Religion.  Curry  College, 

$15, 000-530,000  YEAR  PROFIT  POTEN¬ 
TIAL  Send  $2.00  for  book,  “Raising 
Rabbit?  for  Us."  Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  back. 

RABBIT  RANCHERS  OF  AMERICA 
Box  118-LM  Braman,  Oklahoma  74632 


Milton,  Mass.  NO 

#W.  Russell  Pregeant  (2) 
Conference  Evangelist  NO 

•Lloyd  A.  Foreman  (1) 
Executive  Secretary,  Santa  Monica 
Bay  Council  of  Churches  M 

tMaurice  D.  Fulkerson  (10) 
Executive  Director,  Church  Community 
Service,  Colorado  Council  of 
Churches  NO  ’W.  Spencer  Wren  (5) 
Coordinator,  Alcohol  Treatment  Services, 
Ouachita  Regional  Counseling  and 
Mental  Health  Center,  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas  NO  tJoe  E.  Fogle  (4) 
Director  of  Housing  and  Services, 
Volunteers  of  America,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas  L  tRobert  A.  Shirley  (4) 
Director  of  Housing  and  Services, 
Volunteers  of  America,  Houston, 

Texas  M  tWilliam  M.  Jacocks  (4) 
Psychological  -Edu  cational 
Diagnostician,  Ellisville  State 
Hospital,  Hattiesburg,  Miss  N 

#Robert  L.  Tatum  (2) 
Music  Instructor,  Tennessee  Vocational 
School  for  Girls,  Nashville, 

Tennessee  A  #Franklln  P.  Poole  (2) 
East  End  Mission,  London, 

England  R 

#Chris  Hayes  Andrews  (2) 
Teacher  of  Music,  Mammoth-San 
Manuel  Public  Schools,  Tuscon, 

Arizona  LC  #Charles  E.  Fike  (2) 
Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute, 

Chicago,  Ill.  NO 

#John  F.  Baringer  (8) 
Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute, 

Chicago,  Ill.  M 

#George  R.  Holcombe  (8) 
Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute, 

Chicago,  Ill.  LC 

#Joseph  R.  Thomeis  (6) 
Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute, 

Chicago,  Ill.  BR 

#Walter  L.  Baker  (6) 


DISABHI'TY  LEAVE 


Luman  E.  Douglas  BR  (3) 

John  F.  Kellogg  A  (6) 

Clyde  T.  Shaw  A  (6) 

William  B.  Shaw  R  (5) 

John  F.  Wilson  S  (6) 

Ellis  C.  Slater  NO  (2) 


SUPERNUMERARY  MINISTERS 
Lawrence  L.  Gilbert  L  (1) 


WESLEY  FOUNDAHON  DIRECTORS 

Louisiana  Tech  University 

William  M.  Stokes,  Jf.  (17) 
The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at 
Louisiana  State  University, 

Baton  Rouge 

William  M.  Finnin,  Jr.  (3) 
McNeese  State  University 

Robert  E.  Townsend  (3) 
Northeast  Louisiana  State  University 

James  E.  Wilson  (5) 
Northwestern  Louisiana  University 

James  W.  Jones  (4) 
Southeastern  Louisiana  University 

Brady  B.  Forman  (8) 
Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge 

Freddie  R.  Henderson  (3) 
(United  Methodist  Ministries  in 
Higher  Education: 

(Tulane-Newcomb  and  Dillard  University 
Roy  B.  Nash  (5) 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana 

Les  P.  Thompson,  Jr.  (2) 
(United  Methodist  Ministries  in  Higher 
Education : 

(Louisiana  State  University,  New 
(  Orleans,  Southern  University,  New 
(  Orleans,  and  Delgado  College 

Clarence  G.  Fuller,  Jr.  (2) 

PART-TIME 

WESLEY  FOUNDATION  DIRECTORS 
Louisiana  State  University-Alexandria 

Theodore  J.  Smith 
Louisiana  State  University-Eunice 

William  I.  Eubanks 
Louisiana  State  Universi^-Southern 
University,  Shreveport 

James  M.  Poole 


Nichols  State  University-Thibodaux 

Larry  D.  Robertson 
(All  Wesley  Foundation  Directors  with 
Annuity.) 


MILITARY  CHAPLAINS 
U.S.  Air  Force  A 

Oakley  E.  Edwards  (19) 
U.S.  Air  Force  L 

Lucien  E.  Larche,  Jr.  (18) 
U.S.  Army  M  Forest  N.  Blount  (12) 

U.S.  Army  R  Paul  G.  Durbin  (12) 

U.S.  Navy  NO  James  E.  Reaves  (32) 

U.S.  Navy  N  William  G.  Willson  (16) 
Veterans  Administration  BR 

Thomas  M.  Babington,  III  (7) 
Veterans  Administration  S 

Floyd  M.  Durham  (3) 
(All  Military  Chaplains  without  Annuity.) 


HOSPITAL  CHAPLAINS 

Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital, 
Pineville  A  #Roland  K.  Fri.ederich  (10) 
Glenwood  Hospital,  West  Monroe  M 

♦Donald  E.  Wineinger  (11) 
Protestant  Chaplain,  East  Louisiana 
State  Hospital,  Jackson  BR 

(Walter  C.  Worthy  (3) 

PART-TIME  HOSPITAL  CHAPLAINS 
ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT: 

Huey  P.  Long  Charity  Hospital, 
Pineville  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT: 

Greenwell  Springs  Hospital 

S.  Burl  Dampier 
HAMMOND  DISTRICT: 

(Jolden  Cross  Tangipahoa  Charity 
Hospital  Wm.  Spiller  Milton 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT: 

Lafayette  Charity  Hospital 

R.  R.  Branton,  Retired 
Morgan  City  Area  Rest  Homes 

George  H.  Sherman,  Jr. 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICTT: 

Lake  Charles  Hospitals 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.,  Retired 
American  Legion  Hospital,  Jennings 

Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr. 
MONROE  DISTRICT: 

Conway  Memorial  Hospital  and 
Ridgecrest  Nursing  Home 

William  G.  Stegall 
St.  Francis  Hospital  Terrall  T.  Lowe 
Morehouse  General  Hospital 

Arby  W.  Goody 
NATCHITOCHES  DISTRICT; 
Natchitoches  Parish  Hospital 

LilJard  R.  Bevill 
NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT: 

Charity  Hospital  Larry  N.  Ramsey 
Flint-Goodridge  Hospital 

Jeffery  C.  Bibbons 
Ochsner  Foundation  Hospital 

George  A.  Duerson 
Southern  Baptist  Hospital 

Calvin  O.  Lapuyade 

Touro  Infirmary 

Thomas  R.  Bergeron,  Sr. 
West  Jefferson  General  Hospital 

H.  C.  Howell 

RUSTON  DISTRICT; 

Bienville  Parish  Convalescent  Homes 

_ J.  Roddy  Taylor 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRKiT: 

Bridge  House  William  E.  Nolan 

P  &  S  and  Doctor’s  Hospitals 

James  M.  Poole 
Schumpert  Hospital  Robert  L.  Potter 
Bossier  General  Hospital 

DeWitt  M.  Ginn 

STATE  INSTITUTIONS 
Protestant  Chaplain,  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary,  Angola  BR 

(Bertrand  Griffin  (3) 


MISSIONARIES 

Korea  H  James  W.  Spitzkeit 

India  H 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  E.  McClendon 
Liberia  L  Doretha  Brown 

Home  Missionaries 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Alford 


DEACONESSES 
Belle  Chasse  State  School  NO 

Evelyn  Murphree 
Pending  LC  Norma  Garlington 

Sager  Brown  L  Edna  Mae  Ridley 


APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT: 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary 

Sidney  Earl  Irving 
BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT: 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 

Maurice  K.  Major 
Louisiana  State  University 

Ronald  G.  Ramke 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 

Roger  Dale  Lathan 
HAMMOND  DISTRICT: 

Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
S.  Michael  Calmes 
Candler  School  of  Theology 

Charles  B.  Simmons 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 

John  N.  Williams 
LAFAYE'TTE  DISTRICT: 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary 

Russell  L.  Jones 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 

Robert  T.  Rowland 
Howard  University  School  of  Religion 
Robert  Anderson  Walmsley 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT: 

Vanderbilt  School  of  Religion 

Douglas  T.  Williams,  Jr. 
MONROE  DISTRICT:  (None) 
NATCHITOCHES  DISTRICT: 

Iliff  School  of  Theology 

Donald  K.  McDowell 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 

Alvin  Swindell  Hodges,  Jr. 
NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT: 

Candler  School  of  Theology 

Steven  W.  Caraway 
Duke  Divinity  School 

Darrell  Eugene  Mount 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary 

Alonzo  James  Campbell 
Duke  Divinity  School 

Wayne  Evans 

New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary 

Larry  Hardison 

RUSTON  DISTRICT: 

Candler  School  of  Theology 

Ronald  James  Greer 
Candler  School  of  Theology 

John  L.  Vining 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT: 

Perkins  School  of  Theology 

David  George  Trickett 
Perkins  School  of  'Theology 

David  B.  Peabody 

TRANSFERRED  IN 
John  A.  Bayliss,  elder  in  full  connection, 
from  North  Arkansas  Conference. 
Lamar  E.  Smith,  elder  in  full  connection, 
from  North  Texas  Conference. 

James  Wendell  Moore,  elder  in  full  con¬ 
nection,  from  Memphis  Conference. 
Kenneth  R.  Reed,  elder  in  full  connec¬ 
tion,  from  North  Texas  Conference. 
Marie  Palmer  Williams,  deacon  on  pro¬ 
bation,  from  Florida  Conference. 
James  Raleigh  McLelland,  deacon  on 
probation,  from  North  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Melvin  Ray  Holt,  elder  in  full  connec¬ 
tion,  from  Middle  Philippines  Confer¬ 
ence. 


TRANSFERRED  OUT 

Benjamin  R.  Oliphint,  elder  in  full  con¬ 
nection,  to  North  Texas  Conference. 

Milton  Peter  Guttierrez,  III,  elder  in  full 
connection,  to  North  "rexas  Conference. 

H.  Barry  Bailey,  elder  in  full  connection, 
to  North  Texas  Conference. 

Sam  Nader,  elder  in  full  connection,  to 
North  Arkansas  Conference. 

Guy  Jackson  Gregory,  deacon  on  proba¬ 
tion,  to  Kansas  East  Conference. 

J.  Perry  Bell,  deacon  on  probation,  to 
Wisconsin  Conference. 

Hugh  G.  Dunn,  Jr.,  deacon  on  probation, 
to  North  Indiana  Conference. 

Edwin  E.  Sylvest,  Jr.,  elder  in  full  con¬ 
nection,  to  Rio  Grande  Conference. 

t 
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Ron  and  Melanie  Newton,  recently-mar¬ 
ried  Louisiana  State  University  students, 
will  be  working  with  youth  of  Centenary 
and  Fisher  Churches,  Franklinton,  this 
summer.  Ron  is  the  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  Martin  Newton  of  Alexandria;  Melanie 
is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  H. 
Darnell  of  Lafayette.  The  Rev.  B.  E. 
Bond  is  pastor  of  Centenary-Fisher. 

t 


Dr.  Theodore  Toulon  Beck,  chairman 
of  foreign  language  department  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  for 
the  past  12  years,  is  retiring  at  the 
end  of  this  school  term.  Dr.  Beck 
has  been  named  professor  emeritus 
of  foreign  language  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  He  holds  degrees  from 
Colgate  University,  University  of 
Georgia,  and  Louisiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity.  Dr.  Beck  is  well-known  in 
this  area  as  an  outstanding  French 
scholar. 


News  in  Brief 

Three  United  Methodists  are  among 
14  persons  named  to  the  newly-created 
National  News  Council  sponsored  by 
the  Twentieth  Century  Fund  and  seven 
other  foundations.  Members  include 
Dorothy  R.  Height,  director  of  the 
YWCA  Racial  Justice  Center,  New 
York;  the  Rev.  James  M.  Lawson,  Jr., 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  and  Ralph  M.  Ot- 
well,  Evanston,  Ill.,  managing  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Sun-Times, 


New  members  of  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Shreveport, 
include  three  youth  confirmed,  two  baptized,  and 
one  transferred  from  another  Methodist  church. 
The  Rev.  James  M.  Poole  is  minister. 

t 


Recipients  of  Mother’s  Day  corsages  at  Bethel 
Church,  Logansport,  were  (from  left)  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Ray  Ballard,  youngest  baby;  Mrs.  Howard  Hard¬ 
away  of  Tyler,  most  children  present  (four);  Mrs. 
Allie  Hilton,  oldest;  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Register, 
youngest.  The  Rev.  L.  Gray  Wilson  is  minister. 


Pictured  above  are  some  of  the  sixteen  youth  received 
into  full  membership  of  First  Church,  DeRidder,  following 
nine  weeks  of  classes  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Odell 
Simmons,  pastor. 
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Mrs.  Imo  Adams,  organist  at  Perryville  Church, 
pictured  with  organ  presented  to  church  in  her 
honor  by  her  three  children  on  Mother’s  Day.  The 
Rev.  A.  L.  Chaffin  is  pastor. 


Recently  Hammond  Di strict _“Godspel I  Spirit  Fes¬ 
tival”  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  University  Wesley 
Foundation,  Hammond,  attracted  250  youth.  The 
Rev.  Willis  Dear  is  district  youth  coordinator;  the 
Rev.  William  P.  Fraser  is  district  superintendent. 


Feature  attraction  of  festival  was  rock  opera  and 
Broadway  hit,  “Godspell,”  presented  by  the  Chapel 
Choir  of  First  Church,  Shreveport,  and  directed  by 
Will  Andress. 


District  Youth  Team  officers,  nine  youth  and  three 
adults,  were  elected,  then  installed  with  symbolic 
crucifixion  dramatizing  their  responsibility  and 
commitment. 


Picnic  supper  on  Wesley  Foundation  grounds 
concluded  Hammond  District  Festival.  The 
Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman  is  SLU  Foundation 
director. 
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Branton  and  Hearn, 
co-directors  Council 


on  Ministries 

The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  pastor 
of  Henning  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Sulphur,  La.,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  co-director  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  at 
the  recent  session  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  in  Shreveport.  Dr. 
Hearn  has  been  appointed  Lake 
Charles  District  superintendent  a& 
well,  with  residence  in  that  city.  Mr. 
Branton  has  moved  to  Shreveport  to 
assume  his  new  position. 

Mr.  Branton  is  a  native  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,'  Miss.,  the  son  of  a  Methodist 
minister.  He  attended  Louisiana  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute  where  he  obtained  on 
A.B.  degree;  he  received  his  B.D.  de¬ 
gree  from  Perkins,  at  S.M.U.  in  Dal¬ 
las,  Tex. 

He  has  served  churches  in  Lake 
Charles  (St.  Luke’s),  Vidalia,  Aurora 
in  New  Orleans,  and  has  served  two 
years  at  Henning  in  Sulphur.  He  has 
served  as  secretary  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  for  three  years 
and  as  chairman  of  the  Commission  on 
Ecumenical  Affairs  of  the  Conference 
for  the  past  two  years. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Gwen 
A.  Meier  of  Valley  City,  North  Da¬ 
kota.  They  have  two  children  Steven 
Ray  and  Sarah  Dale. 

According  to  an  announcement 
made  during  the  Annual  Conference 
Session  by  Bishop  Crutchfield,  Dr. 
Hearn  will  be  concerned  with  long 
range  planning  for  the  Conference, 
while  Mr.  Branton  will  handle  all  other 
duties  of  the  office. 
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Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn  of  Shreveport, 
has  been  appointed  to  the  superin¬ 
tendency  of  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict. 
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Dr.  Robert  Crichlow,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  appointee  to 
Baton  Rouge  District  superinten¬ 
dency. 


miZ,  VI  J,H0c?.AFH!!5 

oSaixoo 

awoQ  nd 


"For  some  reason,  society  understands  and  sympathizes  with 
narcotics  addicts  and  alcoholics,  but  not  the  sickness  of  gambling,  " 
recently  stated  a  compulsive  gambler  who  had  just  joined  G.  A. 

(Gamblers  Anonymous).  Thoughtful  observers  have  long  known  and 
identified  compulsive  gambling  an  an  "illness,  "  just  as  alcoholism 
or  urgent  predisposition  to  narcotics  is  said  to  be  an  illness  also. 

Several  very  informative  and  fine  books  are  now  off  the  press  on  this 
subject.  (Read  'William  Bruns'  new  book  "The  Compulsive  Gambler".) 

An  Associated  Press  dispatch  on  June  6  dealt  with  the  problem  in  two 
newspaper  columns .  Certain  sections  of  the  Christian  community 
have  been  highly  and  vocally  sympathetic  to  the  point  for  a  long  time . 

If  you  don't  understand  this  expanding  disease,  please  become 
informed  and  especially  so  if  certain  plans  now  being  concocted  in 
Baton  Rouge  become  reality  for  the  state  as  a  whole.  In  that  case, 
everyone  would  need  to  be  well  alerted,  since  the  state  would  be  giving 
official  and  constant  encouragement  to  the  emotional  and  moral  illness, 
with  no  one  able  to  escape  its  influence  in  some  direct  or  indirect  way. 

Why  is  the  Methodist  Church  opposed  to  a  state  lottery?  There 
are  four  fundamental  reasons.  The  first  is  psychological -moral, 
another  is  economic,  while  another  has  to  do  with  social  obligation, 
and  the  fourth  is  strictly  theological . 

The  psychological -moral  reason  is  that  lotteries  encourage 
compvilsive  gambling.  The  economic  reason  is  that  gambling  usually 
siphons  off  money  that  should  be  used  for  legitimate  business,  and 
gambling  usually  tempts  and  penalizes  severely  persons  and  families 
least  able  to  afford  gambling  expense.  The  social  obligation  reason  is  that 
society  and  the  state  should  adopt  sounder  fiscal  policies  for  the  support 
of  such  a  necessity  as  sustaining  public  education.  The  theological  reason 
is  that  gambling  completely  defies  the  doctrine  of  Christian  stewardship. 

Please  write  your  legislators  and  the  governor.  Now. 


Cordially, 
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Centenary 
graduates 
170  seniors 

Dr.  Edgar  Hull,  dean  of  the  LSU 
School  of  Medicine  in  Shreveport  told 
the  graduating  class  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Sunday  night.  May  20,  that  faith 
is  the  antidote  for  “disillusionment 
bordering  on  despair”  that  is  the  order 
of  the  day  in  much  of  the  world  to¬ 
day. 

Dr.  Hull  spoke  to  the  170  members 
of  the  class  of  1973  following  his  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  an  Honorary  Doctor  of 
Humane  Letters  degree  from  President 
John  H.  Allen.  Baxter  Dee  Goodrich, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Texas  East¬ 
ern  Transmission  Corporation  received 
the  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree. 

Mrs.  Willie  Jones  accepted  an 
honorary  bachelor’s  degree  for  her 
son,  the  late  James  Thomas  Jones 
who  died  in  an  iron  lung  at  the  Con¬ 
federate  Memorial  Hospital  just  short 
of  completing  his  work  for  the  degree. 

Bachelors  degrees  were  conferred 
upon  the  senior  class  by  President  Al¬ 
len  assisted  by  Dean  Thad  N.  Marsh. 

Dr.  Hull  spoke  of  his  long-standing 
affection  for  Centenary  College,  its 
faculty  and  administrators.  “I  can¬ 
not  refrain  from  giving  tribute  to 
three  greats  of  Centenary,  one  of 
whom,  thank  God,  is  still  among  us 
here  today;  Dr.  Mary  Warters,  a  great 
scholar,  a  great  teacher,  a  superb  ap¬ 
praiser  of  the  abilities  and  motivations 
of  young  women  and  young  men,  and 
above  all,  a  great  lady;  the  late  Df. 
John  Entrikin,  also  a  great  scholar  and 
teacher,  a  chemist  who  towered  above 
other  great  chemists,  and  above  all  a 
dear  friend;  and  the  late  Dr.  John 
Scales,  who  loved  Centenary  perhaps 
more  than  any  of  us  here  today,  who 
served  the  College  on  its  Board  of 
Trustees  for  more  than  47  years,”  he 
said. 

Turning  to  the  plight  of  the  world, 
Dr.  Hull  told  the  graduates,  “From  the 
dreams  of  the  inevitable  evolution  of 
man  toward  perfection  .  .  .  from  these 
dreams  there  has  been  a  rude,  earth- 
shattering  awakening.  I  have  a  notion 
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Two  new  district  superintendents  named;  11  ordained 
elders,  12  receive  deacons  orders  at  Annual  Conference 


by  Cecil  Bland 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  offic¬ 
iating  at  his  first  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  session,  led  the  delegates 
through  a  speedy,  yet  well  organized 
four-day  meeting  in  the  Gold  Dome  on 
the  Campus  of  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

A  unique  “Service  of  Celebration” 
opened  the  meeting  Monday  evening, 
May  29,  commemorating  the  presence 
of  a  new  Bishop  in  the  Louisiana  Area, 
and  the  beginning  of  “a-yet-to-be-writ- 
ten  chapter  in  the  story  of  the  people 
called  United  Methodist  in  Louisiana.” 
A  procession  of  the  conference  lead¬ 
ers  intermingled  with  youth  carrying 
symbolic  Christian  banners  was  the 
opening  of  the  meeting,  climaxed  with 
representative  adults,  lay  and  clergy, 
children  and  youth  presenting  Bishop 


Crutchfield  with  a  Bible,  Discipline 
and  gavel,  as  symbols  of  his  episcopal 
leadership. 

The  Bishop  spoke  of  his  hopes  and 
dreams  for  the  future  of  the  church  in 
Louisiana  and  called  the  Third  Annual 
Session  of  the  Conference  to  order. 

Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll  of  the 
Boston  Area  was  the  speaker  at  the 
Hour  of  Evangelism  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  Tuesday  evening, 
May  30.  He  spoke  of  the  spirit  of 
Key  ’73  which  is  a  great  opportun¬ 
ity  for  all  Christians  to  share  in  the 
mission  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Louisiana’s  Governor  Edwin  W. 
Edwards  and  his  lovely  wife,  Elaine, 
who  served  as  United  States  senator 
for  an  interim  period  recently,  were 
guests  of  the  Conference  Wednesday 
afternoon.  The  Governor  recounted 


his  childhood  experiences  in  the 
Church  of  the  Nazarene,  having  mem¬ 
orized  the  New  Testament  at  an  early 
age,  as  well  as  his  desire  to  serve  the 
people  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  in  a 
progressive  and  Christian  way. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  officiated  at  the 
Service  of  ordination  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning,  May  30  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  A  total  of  23  were  or¬ 
dained  by  the  Bishop.  They  were: 
DEACONS:  George  D.  Anders,  Sr., 
Ed  Boyd,  Alonzo  Campbell,  Wayne 
Evans,  Larry  Dean  Hardison,  Joe  L. 
Rountree,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Ester  Hammond, 
Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr.,  Clinton  A.  Jor¬ 
dan,  Dorothy  Mae  McGowen,  Steven 
Spurlock,  and  Charles  P.  Strong. 

ELDERS:  Walter  M.  Clarke,  Stan¬ 
ley  Bolds,  Robert  Lee  Burgess,  Richard 
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that  despair  for  the  future  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race  is  a  major  factor  in  the 
current  world-wide  surge  of  the  forces 
of  anti-life,”  he  said. 

“Faith  is  the  antidote  for  despair, 
and  I  believe  that  above  all  else  the 
world  needs  faith  today.  Faith  in  rrien, 
yes,  who  are  made  after  God’s  image, 
but  a  faith  limited  by  knowledge  of 
man’s  imperfections;  and  a  limitless 
faith  in  the  dear  and  infinite  God  who 
in  the  words  of  the  ancient  rnariner 
“made  and  loveth  all.” 

Dr.  W.  Juan  Watkins^  president  of 
the  Centenary  Alumni  Association,  an¬ 
nounced  at  Commencement  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  a  grant  of  $800  to  Dr.  Ed¬ 
ward  F.  Haas,  Jr.,  a  history  professor 
at  Centenary,  to  work  on  two  publica¬ 
tions  this  summer.  One  of  the  books, 
“The  Illusion  of  Reform:  DeLesseps  S. 
Morrison  and  New  Orleans  Politics,” 
has  been  offered  to  the  LSU  Press  and 
their  readers  have  asked  Dr.  Haas  to 
make  certain  revisions  in  the  text. 

The  other  publication  he  will  be 
writing  is  “The  City  and  Southern 
History”  to  be  published  by  the  Ken- 
nikat  Press  in  New  York.  He  is  con¬ 
tributing  a  section  on  the  urbanization 
erf  New  Orleans  and  other  cities.  Dr. 
Watkins  said  the  grant  was  made  by 
the  former  students  to  help  Centenary 
faculty  members  continue  their  schol¬ 
arly  works. 

The  president  conferred  the  title  of 
“Professor  Emeritus  of  French”  on 
retiring  Dr.  Theodore  Toulon  Beck  af¬ 
ter  presenting  him  with  a  traditional 
engraved  silver  goblet.  He  was  referred 
to  as  “scholar,  critic,  but  above  aU 
teacher  —  he  has  brought  to  North 
Louisiana  profound  insights  into  the 
French  language  and  culture.” 

Four  members  of  the  class  of  1923 
who  attended  Centenary  50  years  ago, 
Mr.  Carol  L.  Gamm,  Miss  Mattie 
Adelle  McClenaghan,  Mrs.  Loyd  Na¬ 
pier  and  Miss  Mary  Bernice  Phipps, 
ail  of  Shreveport,  were  special  guests 
at  the  graduation  exercises.  Also  at¬ 
tending  was  Earle  Whittington,  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.,  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1913. 


Brown  Memorial  Chapel  was  filled  to  capacity  for  Centenary  baccalaureate  service. 


The  President’s  party 
at  1973  Centenary  Com¬ 
mencement  exercises  in¬ 
cluded  (left  to  right) 
George  D.  Nelson,  chair¬ 
man  of  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees;  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield;  Dr.  Edgar 
Hull,  retiring  dean  of 
LSU  School  of^  Medicine 
(Shreveport)  who  received 
the  honorary  doctor  of 
humane  letters  degree; 
Baxter  D.  Goodrich, 
Texas  Eastern  Trans¬ 
mission  Corp.  (Houston) 
executive,  who  received 
an  honorary  doctor  of 
laws  degree;  President 
John  H.  Allen;  Dean 
Thad  N.  Marsh,  and  Dr. 
W.  Juan  Watkins,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Centenary's 
Alumni  Association. 
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Mrs.  Willie  Jones  re¬ 
ceives  honorary  bachelor 
of  arts  degree  from  Cen¬ 
tenary’s  President  Allen 
for  her  son,  the  late 
James  T.  Jones,  who 
died  in  an  iron  lung  at 
Confederate  Memorial 
Medical  Center  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  lacking  only  a  few 
courses  toward  a  degree. 
He  had  been  crippled 
with  polio  the  last  20 
years  of  his  life. 


Faculty  promotions 

Five  Centenary  faculty  members 
have  been  promoted  in  rank  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  Dr.  Donald  V.  Ru¬ 
pert,  associate  professor  of  music  has 
been  promoted  to  professor;  R.  John¬ 
son  Watts,  assistant  professor  of  Ger¬ 
man,  Dr.  Charles  B.  Lowrey,  assistant 
professor  of  chemistry  and  registrar, 
and  Dr.  Rosemary  i^idler,  assistant 
professor  of  chemistry,  have  been  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  associate  profes¬ 
sor. 

Dr.  Theodore  R.  Kauss,  recently 
promoted  to  Dean  of  the  College,  has 
also  been  raised  to  full  professor.  C. 
L,  Holloway,  assistant  professor  of 
theatre  and  Speech  has  been  granted 
continuous  tenure  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Dr.  Rupert  was  appointed  to  the 
Music  School  faculty  in  1971  follow¬ 
ing  12  years  of  teaching  music  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin.  He  took  his 
musical  training  at  the  Eastman  School 
of  Music  and  also  studied  abroad  as  a 


at  Centenary 

Fulbright  Scholar  at  Cologne,  Ger¬ 
many. 

Watts  has  taught  in  the  foreign  lan¬ 
guage  department  at  Centenary  since 
1965  and  previously  taught  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Kansas  and  the  University 
of  Wisconsin.  He  is  a  native  of  La- 
Gfrange,  Wisconsin,  and  holds  the  A.B. 
and  the  A.M.  degrees  from  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Dr.  Lowery  graduated  from  Centen¬ 
ary  cum  laude  in  1963  and  holds  the 
Ph.D.  degree  in  chemistry  from  the 
University  of  Houston.  For  the  past 
few  years  he  has  served  as  adviser  to 
the  pre-medical  students  at  Centenary. 
He  was  appointed  registrar  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  in  1972. 

Dr.  Seidler  has  taught  in  the  chemis¬ 
try  department  since  1966.  A  native 
of  New  Orleans,  she  holds  the  Ph.D. 
degree  frcMn  Tulane  University.  This 
year  at  the  annual  Homecoming,  the 
Alumni  Association  presented  her  with 
the  Outstanding  Teacher  Award. 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor's  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited. 


FOUR  DAYS  AFTER  PENTECOST 

By  the  time  you  get  this,  Pentecost  Sunday  will  have  been  four  days 
in  the  past.  But  what  of  Pentecost’s  promise?  Surely  here  is  not  a  “season 
to  be  observed,  but  an  event  to  be  experienced,”  as  we  rightly  say  of  each 
great  event  in  our  Christian  calendar. 

Pentecost  is  the  promise  of  God’s  presence  coming  in  power.  Power 
to  love,  to  serve,  to  be  the  church.  It  is  the  promise  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
does  not  desert  his  people  but  comes  to  them  when  they  wait  upon  him. 

God  needs  a  people  who  are  filled  with  his  Spirit,  for  only  then  can 
they  fill  the  world  with  his  love.  The  church  has  few  more  important 
tasks,  if  any,  than  to  properly  reclaim  our  Lord’s  promise  that  he  come 
to  us  in  power.  The  world  is  waiting  for  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit. 

BACKWATER  FROM  WATERGATE 

Surely  not  another  word  on  Watergate.  By  this  time  even  the  mention 
of  the  subject  makes  one  want  never  to  thirst, again.  But  the  church  of  all 
institutions  cannot  afford  the  irresponsibility  of  silence  at  such  a  time. 
Watergate  represents  a  big  hurt  to  our  nation  and  to  a  lot  of  persons  and 
“hurt”  is  the  concern  of  Christ’s  church.  But  what  is  the  word  for  such  a 
time? 

Many  have  spoken  eloquently  for  a  return  to  the  morality  of  a  for¬ 
mer  day.  But  when  have  we  ever  been  so  moral  that  wc  could  be  an 

example  for  posterity?  Think,  now,  before  you  answer.  When  was  it? 

Perhaps  the  word  the  church  needs  to  speak  now  is  an  old  word, 

one  that  acknowledges  that  human  wrong  —  sin  —  is  a  part  of  the  real¬ 

ity  of  life  and  that  each  of  us  stands  in  need  of  redemption.  This  is  not 
to  say  that  the  sin  of  all  of  us  should  distract  from  the  grave  moral  threat 
to  our  nation  that  results  in  this  instance  from  the  wrong  of  a  few  of  us. 
Yet  it  does  mean  to  say  that  as  we  stand  and  criticize  the  few  wc  must 
remember  that  none  is  righteous,  no  not  one. 

Part  of  our  problem  about  Watergate  is  that  we  have  made  so  light 
of  “little  sins”  that  we  haven’t  recognized  them  as  the  danger  they  have 
always  been  and  are  today.  We  have  failed,  too,  to  understand  that  genuine 
redemption  from  sin  produces  very  real  social  results  as  well  as  provides 
“spiritual  well-being.” 

Another  word  for  the  church  to  sound  now  is  “responsibility.”  Those 
guilty  of  wrong  doing  must,  indeed,  face  the  bar  of  justice.  But  what  we 
expect  of  others  we  must  submit  to  ourselves.  Surely  a  lesson  from  Water¬ 
gate  is  that  we  must  be  more  open,  more  honest,  more  above-board  with 
one  another.  “Responsibility”  is  a  word  for  the  Christian  to  heed  most 
carefully. 

While  we  are  certainly  indebted  to  a  free  press  for  keeping  the  wrongs 
of  Watergate  before  the  public,  that  same  free  press  must  feel  even  more 
gravely  its  heavy  weight  of  responsibility.  The  truth;  tell  it.  Tell  all  of  it. 
But  in  telling  it,  let  its  judgment  convict  the  teller  as  well  as  the  hearer. 

And  as  for  the  church,  let  Watergate  find  us  on  our  knees,  yes;  but 
also  even  more  diligently  about  the:  task  of  serving  others,  redemptively 
loving  all  and  doing  the  right  before  God  and  man. 

ALIVE  AND  WELL  ON  THE  CONFERENCE  FLOOR 

If  you  were  beginning  to  wonder  about  the  health  of  the  church, 
take  courage.  For  if  the  spirit  of  debate  is  an  accurate  indicator  we  arc 
in  good  shape  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  Methodism.  Not  that  we  can 
be  at  case  in  Zion,  but  we  can  be  grateful  that  we  have  laymen  and  minis¬ 
ters  who  feel  strongly  on  issues!  Looking  back  on  our  Conferences,  we 
had  a  number  of  good  exchanges  of  convictions  and  a  healthy  difference 
of  opinions.  Such  can  contribute  to  our  growth  and,  when  done  m  the  spirit 
evidenced  in  our  Sessions,  can  be  a  blessing  to  our  fellowship. 

J.S.W. 


MY  VERY  OWN  TUBE  OF  TOOTHPASTE 

Why  I  should  think  of  a  silly  thing  like  that  I’ll  never  know.  But  it 
occurred  to  me  the  other  day  as  I  got  ready  to  move  that  at  last  —  at 
long,  long  last  —  I  was  going  to  get  my  very  own  tube  of  toothpaste! 

It’s  going  to  be  all  mine;  just  for  me.  I  can  squeeze  it  just  the  way 
I  want  to.  I  can  screw  the  top  back  on  all  the  way  down  and  it  will 
never  be  gummy  or  gooey  and  it  will  never  be  squeezed  from  the  middle 
or  from  the  top  —  always  from  the  bottom  evenly,  properly,  firmly. 

This  great  blessing  comes  to  pass  because  we’re  getting  two  bath¬ 
rooms.  One  for  the  children  upstairs  and  one  for  us  downstairs.  And  there 
it  will  be,  right  on  the  counter  in  plain  sight,  never  to  be  molested  by 
anyone:  my  very  own  tube  of  toothpaste. 

But  John,  think  about  that  for  awhile.  Really  think  hard  about  that. 
Think  about  those  eight  little  grubby  hands  that  over  the  years  have 
squeezed  and  handled  and  mutilated  that  community  tube  of  toothpaste. 
Think  of  all  the  joys  and  the  heartaches  that  come  because  the  “things” 
of  life  and  life  itself  are  meant  to  be  shared  in  common  by  those  around 
us. 

Yet  it  is  a  very  human  and  justifiable  feeling,  this  desire  to  have 
something  of  our  very  own.  And  we  don’t  have  to  defend  this  feeling  be¬ 
fore  our  fellow  man  and  especially  before  God,  for  he  put  this  feeling  in 
our  hearts. 

But  what  do  we  have  to  defend  before  man  and  especially  before 
God  arc  the  feelings  that  won’t  let  us  share  our  possessions  and  our  life 
with  anyone  else  —  family,  friend  or  even  enemy. 

Yes  —  even  when  they  fail  to  put  the  top  back  on  or  mash  it  around, 
their  existence  and  their  need  lays  its  claim  upon  us.  This  is  the  kind  of 
world  wc  live  in,  and  that  is  the  kind  of  people  that  God  in  Christ  calls 
us  to  be:  carers  and  sharers. 

YOU  CALL  THAT  AN  ADVANTAGE? 

OnC'  of  the  advantages  of  being  the  editor  of  the  paper  is  that  you 
can  print  your  children’s  poems.  At  least  once.  Our  legal  department  ad¬ 
vises  that  1  best  not  put  the  following  in  the  “Poetry  Panorama”  column 
for  reasons  they  said  they’d  rather  not  discuss  with  a  father.  So,  since 
it’s  a  long  way  until  spring,  here’s  your  very  first  poem  about  next  spring: 

WHAT  SPRING  BRINGS 

Spring  brings  pretty  birds. 

What  do  you  think  of  that! 

They  just  sit  around  and  sing  all  day. 

And  never  try  to  get  fat. 

Spring  brings  pretty  bees, 

That  fly  from  flower  to  flower. 

They  talk  with  a  buzz  all  day  long 

And  work  with  super  power. 

Spring  brings  pretty  trees, 

With  red,  green,  and  yellow  leaves. 

They  stand  so  tall  all  day. 

And  I  like  things  like  these. 

By  Chuck  Workman,  Third  Grade 

Now  that  that’s  over  don’t  get  too  excited.  We’ve  got  three  other 
children  I  haven’t  even  mentioned. 

J.S.W. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 

by  doris  woolard 


Dr.  John  Coburn,  a  top  Episcopal  leader,  noted  in 
a  recent  sermon  that  the  present  situation  in  the 
U.S.  is  not  the  first  in  which  people  have  been 
gathered  before  a  “Water  Gate”  to  be  reminded  of 
the  law  they  are  to  obey.  Quoting  from  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  he  said:  “On  the  first  day  of  the  seventh 
month,  Ezra  the  priest  brought  the  law  before  the 
assembly,  every  man  and  woman,  and  all  who  were 
capable  of  understanding  what  they  heard.  He  read 
from  it,  facing  the  square  in  front  .of  the  Water 
Gate,  from  early  morning  till  noon  .  .  .”  (Nch. 
8:3).  “We  stand  as  a  nation  in  the  square  before 
our  Water  Gate,”  said  Dr.  Coburn.  “Wc  search  to 
hear  the  Word  of  God  spoken  to  this  nation,  a  na¬ 
tion  which  claims  to  be  ‘under  God.’ 

Editor  talizuig  in  the  North  Carolina  Christian 
Advocate,  the  Rev.  Janies  C.  Stokes  said  that 
many  clergymen  “are  no  longer  concerned  to 
be  bright  and  shining  examples  of  discipleship 
to  Jesus  Christ.  To  be  a  ‘man  of  the  world,’  to 
be  utteily  human  —  including  all  of  the  fur, 
feathers  and  scales  of  human  frailty —  seems 
to  be  the  goal  of  many  clergymen  today.”  Mr. 
Stokes’  editorial  said  that  the  mission  of  such 
men  as  John  Wesley  and  Francis  Asbury  “was 
not  one  of  conformity  to  the  world  and  its  ways, 
but  of  transformity  to  the  will  and  ways  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God.” 

The  emerging  work,  ethic  among  college-trained 
young  people  “de-emphasizes  the  importance  of 
money,  power  and  social  prestige,”  a  survey  of  1 ,860 
graduates  at  five  colleges  and  universities  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  indicated.  “It  appears  to  be  a  work  ethic 
which  reflects  the  expectation  that  work  is  more 
than  a  means  to  an  end,  more  than  a  means  of  earn¬ 
ing  a  livelihood;  it  suggests  that  one  works  not  only 
because  of  societal  expectations,  family  responsibil¬ 
ities,  or  religious  ideology,  the  survey  report  stated^ 
The  report  noted:  “There  appears  to  be  an  emerg¬ 
ing  work  ethic  which  places  a  much  greater  demand 
upon  work.  The  expectation  is  that  work  can  and 
should  be  of  greater  significance  to  the  individual 
and  of  greater  value  to  the  society  .  . 

In  an  interview,  the  leader  of  a  black  caucus 
within  American  Baptist  Churches  in  the  USA 
declared:  “Nothing  significant  in  the  black  com^ 
munity  will  happen  apart  from  the  church. 
Many  young  people  are  beginning  to  realize 
that.”  “We  went  through  some  traumatic  mom¬ 
ents  in  the  1960s  when  we  thought  the  church 
was  going  to  he  ripped  off.  But  the  church  is 
the  blacks’  only  viable  institution,”  the  Rev. 
Samuel  B.  MeIGnney  said. 

Following  her  ordination  as  a  Presbyterian  minister 
at  National  Presbyterian  church,  Washington,  D.C., 
on  July  1,  Miss  Florence  Dianna  Pohlman,  32,  of 
San  Diego,  is  scheduled  for  admission  as  the  first 
woman  chaplain  in  U.S.  military  history.  On  July  2 
Miss  Pohlman  will  begin  an  eight-weeks  indoctrina¬ 
tion  course  for  all  new  chaplains  at  the  U.S.  Navy 
Chaplain  School,  Newport,  R.I. 

Spiritual  renewal  was  the  theme  of  the  37  year- 
old  president  elect  of  American  Baptist  Church¬ 
es  in  the  USA  at  the  denomination’s  biennial 
convention  in  Lincoln,  Neb.  Dr.  Peter  H. 
Armacost,  president  of  Ottawa  (Kan.)  Univer¬ 
sity,  said  he  sensed  “a  hunger  among  our 
membership,  certainly  among  the  college  stu¬ 
dents  with  whom  I  -work  daily,  for  spiritual 
renewal.” 
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“Already  in  college,  young  people  should  be  made 
aware  that  a  third  of  their  life  may  be  spent  in  a 
career  —  but  up  to  a  third  of  their  life  could  also 
be  spent  in  retirement,”  says  Father  Alfons  Deeken, 
S.J.,  author  of  Growing  Old  and  How  to  Cope  With 
It.  The  best-seller  book  says  in  essence  that  God 
has  provided  unique  opportunities  for  growth  in 
every  stage  of  life  —  with  perhaps  the  richest  pos¬ 
sibilities  for  expansion  coming  in  the  later  years. 
According  to  Father  Deeken,  “middle  and  later 
years  can  be  a  time  of  great  creativity  and  insight, 
personal  and  spiritual  growth.” 

Prayer  instead  of  litigation  was  State  Police 
Officer  Clarence  Filip’s  solution  to  one  assault 
case.  In  an  altercation  involving  a  teacher  and 
two  women  who  allegedly  assaulted)  her,  the 
officer  persuaded  the  threesome  to  go  to  a 
church  together  and  join  in  discussion  and  then 
prayer.  “I  left  themi  alone  to  talk,  and  they 
came  out  of  the  church  smiling,”  the  Gallina, 
N.M.  officer  said. 

Ecumedia  News  Service,  recently  reorganized  inter¬ 
faith  agency  that  keeps  America’s  radio  listeners 
updated  on  religious  developments,  has  announced 
a  broad  new  program  service  that  goes  into  effect 
this  summer.  The  agency’s  22  sponsoring  organiza¬ 
tions  will  produce  and  feed  taped  news  summaries 
and  interviews  with  church  and  synagogue  leaders 
which  in  turn  will  be  edited  and  relayed  to  more 
than  1,250  radio  stations  in  the  U.S.,  Canada  and 
countries  overseas,  according  to  Mr.  Warren  Day, 
ENS  director. 

The  sanctuary  of  famed  Riverside  Church  in 
New  York  provided  the  setting  for  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  John  Bunyan’s  “Pilgrim’s  Progress,” 
Adapted  from  the  classic  morality  story  by  the 
17th  Century  English  Puritan,  the  production 
was  staged  by  The  Everyman  Players,  an  inter¬ 
national  troupe,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
theatre  committee  of  Riverside,  an  interde¬ 
nominational  congregation.  The  story  tells  of 
the  tribulations  and  joys  encountered  by  a  char¬ 
acter  called  Christian  as  he  makes  the  journey 
from  the  City  of  Destruction  to  the  Celestial 
City.  It  was  published  in  1678. 


Delegates  to  the  biennial  convention  of  American 
Baptist  Churches  in  the  USA  issued  a  “statement 
of  immediate  concern”  calling  upon  President  Nix¬ 
on  to  “provide  leadership  that  is  open,  direct,  and 
honest.”  Describing  what  he  termed  a  “moral  vac- 
uum]^’  that  has  been  created  through  the  Watergate 
af fiair,Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield  told  the  conventioners, 
“Bribes  become  referred  to  as  inappropriate  gifts, 
crime  is  reduced  to  misguided  zeal,  and  lies  become 
misspoken  words.”  The  senator  called  on  Americans 
to  “humble  ourselves  ...  to  confess  our  national 
sins,  and  to  pray  for  clemency  and  forgiveness.” 

The  157th  annual  report  of  the  Board  Man¬ 
agers  (d!  the  American  Bible  Society  reveals 
that  worldwide  Scripture  distribution  spiraled 
sharply  upward  in  1972,  exceeding  200  miUion 
copies  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
United  Bible  Societies.  “Let  tte  Word  Speak” 
is  the  current  theme  of  Bible  Society  work. 

The  American  Jewish  Committee  has  announced 
publication  of  its  1973-1974  School  Calendar,  list¬ 
ing  all  important  patriotic  and  religious  observances. 
The  calendar  covers  the  entire  school  year  from 
September  1973  to  September  1974,  and  explains 
Protestant,  Catholic,  Moslem  and  Jewish  Holy  Days. 

A  Soviet  broadcast,  stressing  the  oft-repeated 
claim  that  the  USSR  constitution  guarantees 
freedom  of  worship,  pointed  out  that  it  also 
safeguards  “freedom  of  anti-religious  propa¬ 
ganda”  and  itnplicitly  urged  atheists  to  propa¬ 
gate  their  ideas.  “Great  possibilities  exist  in  our 
country  for  atheists,”  the  broadcast  stated,  how¬ 
ever,  this  does  not  mean  they  are  allowed  to 
interiere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  religious 
communities  or  to  hamper  their  freedom.” 

English  is  gradually  being  replaced  by  Indian  lan¬ 
guages  in  seminary  and  public  education  in  India, 
a  missionary  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  6f 
Christ)  reported  in  Indianapolis.  L.  Franklin  White 
told  members  of  his  Church’s  staff  that  Hindi,  the 
country”s  official  language,  is  now  widely  used  in 
the  upper  third  of  India. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  -  A  bill 
amending  the  U.S,  Constitution  so 
that  protections  guaranteed  “per¬ 
sons''  would  include  “unborn  off¬ 
spring  in  every  stage  of  their  bio¬ 
logical  development”  has  been 
introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Sen. 
James  L.  Buckley  (R.-N.Y.)  upper 
right,  and  three  co-sponsors. 
Joining  Sen.  Buckley  as  co-spon- 
sors  of  the  bill  are  Sen.  Mark  Hat¬ 
field  (R.-Ore.)  upper  left,  a  Bap¬ 
tist;  Sen.  Harold  Hughes  (D.-Iowa), 
lower  left,  a  Methodist;  and  Sen. 
Wallace  Bennett  (R.-Utah),  lower 
right,  a  Mormon.  The  measure  in¬ 
cludes  a  section  allowing  abortion 
“in  an  emergency  when  a  reason¬ 
able  medical  certainty  exists  that 
continuation  of  the  pregnancy  will 
cause  the  death  of  the  mother” 
which  one  anti-abortion  lobby 
group  official  called  a  “sacrifice 
clause”  which  “offers  a  com¬ 
promise  to  the  pro-abortionists.” 
Although  25  abortion  or  “right-to- 
life”  bills  have  been  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Representatives 
since  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
handed  down  its  abortion  decision 
in  January,  Sen.  Buckley's  is  the 
first  such  bill  to  be  submitted  in 
the  Senate.  (RNS  Photo) 
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ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 


Hebert,  Willie  Lee  Henry,  Robert 
Crichlow,  Jr.,  Douglas  Lynn  Davis, 
Joor  Penn  Morgan,  Will  Finnin,  Jr., 
Mickey  Stringfield,  and  Joe  Crosby 
Rice.  ASSOCIATE  membership  was 
granted  to  the  Rev.  Lionel  J,  Marcel. 

Laymen  of  the  Conference  delivered 
the  messages  at  the  Sunrise  Services 
each  morning  at  7  a.m.  They  were 
Callie  Wynn,  Mrs.  Robert  Compton, 
and  Joe  Solomon.  The  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services  which  opened  each  daily 
business  session  were  led  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  Youth  Team,  Conference  Com¬ 
mission  on  Worship,  and  a  dramatic 
presentation,  with  the  Rev.  Robert  P. 
Crichlow,  Jr.,  in  charge. 

Twelve  ministers  of  the  Conference 
were  granted  the  retired  relationship. 
They  were:  Tillman  A.  Brown,  Frank 
C.  Lankford,  Virgil  D.  Morris,  Myron 
C.  Pearce,  William  J.  Reid,  Bentley 
Sloane,  Rex  Squyres,  Robert  S.  Tay¬ 
lor,  John  Fletcher  Wilson,  George  J. 
Burlew,  Daniiel  Moore,  Sr.,  and  Dan¬ 
iel  W.  Poole. 

A  new  director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  was  appointed. 
The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton  of  Sulphur 
replaced  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  who 
has  served  in  the  position  for  the  past 
four  years.  Two  new  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  were  named  —  Dr.  Hearn  to 
the  Lake  Charles  District,  replacing 
the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  who 
has  been  appointed  senior  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria;  and  the  Rev.  Robert  P. 
Crichlow,  Sr.,  to  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  replacing  Dr.  Douglas  L.  Mc¬ 
Guire,  who  has  b^een  appointed  pastor 
of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  was  re¬ 
elected  Conference  Secretary,  with  the 
following  assistants:  the  Rev.  J,  C. 
Bibbons,  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr., 
the  Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart,  and  the 
Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Miinis- 
tries  held  their  organizational  meeting 
on  the  opening  day  of  the  Conference. 
Bishop  Crutchfield  explained  to  the 
group  and  to  the  Conference  later, 
that  Mr.  Branton  and  Dr.  Hearn  would 
hold  the  titles  of  Co-Directors  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Mr. 
Branton  would  have  all  other  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  the  office,  while  Dr.  Hearn 
would  serve  in  the  specific  area  of 
long-range  planning.  Dr.  George  F. 
Pearce,  Jr.  was  re-elected  chairman; 
Allen  L.  Brown,  was  re-elected  vice 
chairman;  secretary,  the  Rev.  John  B. 
Koeleman;  and  treasurer.  Dr.  R. 
Leonard  Cooke. 

The  Conference  accepted  the  invi¬ 
tation  of  Centenary  College  to  return 
to  the  campus  for  the  1974  session. 

SERVICE  OF  COMMEMORA¬ 
TION:  The  Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain  of¬ 
ficiated  at  the  Service  of  Commemora¬ 
tion,  which  was  held  at  a  new  time 
within  the  Conference  Session:  Wed¬ 
nesday,  May  30  at  2  p.m.  The  Rev. 
James  W.  Jones  was  the  liturgist.  The 
service  honored  the  following  minis¬ 
ters  and  ministers’  wives  who  had  died 
during  the  Conference  year:  MINIS¬ 
TERS:  John  T.  Redmon,  William  H. 
Carroll,  John  F.  Kilpatrick,  William  S. 
P.  Norris,  Henry  G.  Ensenat,  John  J. 
Davis,  Emmett  L.  McKay,  E.  W.  Cor¬ 
ley,  Ture  O.  Carlstrom,  Thurmon 
Spinks,  John  Wesley  Washington,  S. 


L.  Lantrip,  LeRoy  Fields,  R.  H.  Stap¬ 
les.  MINISTERS’  WIVES:  Mrs.  Sadie 
David  Fleteher,  Mrs.  Frank  C.  Col¬ 
lins,  Mrs.  George  Johnson,  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Faulk,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Clark,  Mrs.  R.  M. 
Brown,  Mrs.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Corley,  Mrs.  John  M.  Winn, 
Mrs.  T.  O.  Carlstrom,  Mrs.  Floyd 
Durham,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Norsworthy,  Mrs. 
Joseph  S.  Diekson. 

BOARD  OF  THE  LAITY:  Thomas 
H.  Matheny,  Conference  Lay  Leader 
reported.  Mr.  Matheny  was  re-elected 
Conference  Lay  Leader;  Allen  L. 
Brown  re-elected  Vice  Chairman;  Hu¬ 
bert  Blanchard  re-elected  Associate 
Conference  Lay  Leader  for  Lay  Life 
and  Work;  Willie  A.  Joseph  elected 
Associate  Conference  Lay  Leader  for 
Stewardship  and  Finanee,  and  John  W. 
Trotter,  re-elected  Secretary^Treasurer. 
Mr.  Matheny  was  honored  with  a 
plaque  as  “Layman  of  the  Year.” 

STRUCTURE  STUDY  COMMIT¬ 
TEE:  Dr.  J.  W.  Hearn  reported  that 
due  to  the  tremendous  amount  of  in¬ 
formation  coming  in  on  re-structuring 
the  Conference,  it  was  resolved  to  ask 
the  committee  be  continued  through 
this  Conference  yeaar,  and  that  a  spe¬ 
cial  session  of  the  Annual  Conference 
be  ealled  by  the  Bishop  later  in  the 
year  to  act  on  the  reeommendations  of 
this  committee.  This  was  accepted. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMEND¬ 
MENTS:  The  vote  on  the  8  Amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  church  was  as  follows:  No.  1972.7 
Yes — 523,  No  3,  Abstaining  0;  No. 
1972.8:  Yes,  0,  No,  556,  Abstaining, 
1;  No.  1972.9:  Yes— 494,  No— 13, 
Abstaining:  0;  No.  1972.10:  Yes — 10, 
No — 521,  Abstaining:  2;  No.  1972.11: 
Yes — 282,  No — 167,  Abstaining:  3; 
No.  1972.12:  Yes— 479,  No— 13,  Ab¬ 
staining:  3;  No.  1972.13:  Yes— U80, 
No — 4,  Abstaining:  0;  No.  1972.14: 
Yes — 487,  No — 0,  Abstaining:  1. 

BOARD  OF  CHURCH  AND  SO¬ 
CIETY:  The  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
this  board,  which  among  other  things, 
recommended  a  closer  liaison  with  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 
to  the  Conference.  Mr.  Stovall  pre¬ 
sented  a  resolution  on  a  proposed  state 
lottery  as  a  means  of  financing  state 
government,  in  that  the  Conference 
went  on  record  as  opposing  this  in  any 
form.  This  was  passed  (The  resolution 
is  printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  W. 
D.  Cotton  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  sent  to  the  governor  and  members 
of  the  Louisiana  state  legislature.  This 
was  adopted. 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE:  The  re¬ 
port  of  Dr.  John  H.  Allen,  Centenary 
College  president  included  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Trustees  to  the  College  Board 
to  be  elected.  Two  Trustees  were 
elected:  Dr.  W.  Juan  Watkins,  a 
Shreveport  physician,  and  the  Rev. 
Kent  A.  Kilbourne,  associate  pastor  of 
Munholland  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Metairie. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION:  Dr. 
Samuel  W.  Walker  reported.  Dr.  Broa- 
dus  A.  Butler,  President  of  Dillard 
University,  spoke  concerning  that  Uni¬ 
versity.  The  Rev.  Donald  Cottrill  pre- 
•sented  the  Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman,  who 
reported  on  the  campus  ministry  in 
Louisiana,  as  well  as  Miss  Jeanie 
Bingham  who  reported  from  the  stu¬ 
dents  standpoint. 


BOARD  OF  EVANGELISM:  The 
Rev.  Joe  McClain  reported  on  the  ef¬ 
forts  towards  the  goal  of  KEY  ’73 
within  the  Conference  this  past  year. 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDIC¬ 
TIONAL  DIRECTOR:  The  Rev.  W. 
Ralph  Cain  and  Dr.  John  Wesley  Hart 
of  the  Texas  Conference  spoke  in 
recognition  of  the  service  given  to  the 
church  by  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  the 
retiring  executive  secretary  of  the  Jur¬ 
isdiction.  Dr.  Hart  presented  a  check 
for  $1,500  to  Dr.  Morris  on  behalf  of 
the  Jurisdiction.  Dr.  Morris  spoke  to 
the  Conference  in  response. 

BOARD  OF  MISSIONS:  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Jr.  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  The 
Rev.  Howard  L.  Milo,  the  Rev.  Gar¬ 
land  C.  Dean  Jr.,  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Mc¬ 
Gowan,  and  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery 
spoke  concerning  the  program. 

WOMEN’S  SOCIETY  AND 
GUILD:  Mrs.  Robert  Compton  re¬ 
ported;  it  was  adopted. 

COMMISSION  ON  ARCHIVES 
AND  HISTORY:  Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan 
moved  that  the  grave  of  Richmond 
Nolley  be  approved  for  designation  as 
a  Methodist  historical  site.  This  was 
adopted. 

COMMISSION  ON  ECUMENI¬ 
CAL  AFFAIRS:  The  Rev.  L.  Ray 
Branton  presented  the  Rev.  Lewis 
Wilkins,  executive  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  who 
spoke  to  the  Conference  about  Ecu¬ 
menical  work  in  the  state.  The  report 
was  adopted. 

LEGAL  COMMITTEE  ON  MER^ 
GER:  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Matheny,  chair¬ 
man,  stated  that  the  work  of  the  legal 
committee  was  not  completed;  he  re¬ 
quested  that  this  committee  be  dis¬ 
continued  by  the  Conference.  By  com¬ 
mon  consent  the  committee  was  dis¬ 
continued. 

PROJECT  EQUALITY:  The  Rev. 
James  P.  Woodland  presented  the  re¬ 
port.  Hollinson  B.  Randolph  IV  of 
the  staff  of  Project  Equality,  and  the 
Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain,  Cabinet  liaison 
to  Project  Equality  presented  talks. 
The  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr.  raised  a 
legal  question  concerning  the  Project 
Equality  Report:  that  the  conference 
had  voted  for  a  Louisiana  organization 
and  it  is  presently  a  Louisiana-Texas 
organization.  By  common  consent,  Mr. 
Lynch  and  Mr.  Woodland  agreed  to 
consult  with  Mr.  W.  D.  Cotton,  the 
chancellor  of  the_Conference  on  this 
aspect  of  the  report. 

METHODIST  PUBLISHIING 
HOUSE:  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.  pre¬ 
sented  the  Cokesbury  Book  store  man¬ 
ager,  Larry  Schneider,  to  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Mr.  Schneider  presented  Bishop 
Crutchfield  with  a  check  for  $7,097.06 
for  the  Conference  Pension  Fund, 
from  the  profits  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House.  Dr.  L.  Keigh 
Mason  was  presented  as  a  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Publications. 

SCHOOLS  OF  THEOLOGY:  Pres¬ 
ident  McElvaney  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Dean  Joe  Priggins,  of  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  and  Mr.  Ted 
Weber  of  Candler  School  of  Theology 
were  presented  to  the  conference.  Sid¬ 
ney  Irving,  a  student  from  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  made  a  state¬ 
ment  about  th.at  school. 

PUBLISHER  PRESENTED:  Dr. 
Ewart  Watts,  publisher  of  curriculum 


resource  materials  for  the  United 
Methodist  church,  spyoke  to  the  con¬ 
ference  about  new  developments  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  the  production  of  curri¬ 
culum  and  church  literature. 

CONFERENCE  EVANGELIST; 
The  Rev.  Lloyd  A.  Foreman,  who  was 
appointed  as  a  Conference  Evangelist, 
spoke  to  the  Conference  on  his  new 
iciationship.  He  will  conduct  revivals 
al  churches  by  invitation. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  AND  WEL¬ 
FARE  MINISTRIES:  The  Rev.  Ter- 
ral  T.  Lowe  moved  the  adoption  of 
this  report  except  for  the  section  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  future  of  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital.  This  was  a  resolution 
presented  by  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper  to 
allow  the  Home  to  become  a  Home  for 
Abused  and  Neglected  Children  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Louisiana  State  Welfare 
Department  which  would  pay  for  their 
upkeep.  The  number  of  unwed  mothers 
coming  to  the  Home  have  dropped  to 
such  a  low  ebb,  that  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  keep  the  home  open  under 
its  original  charter.  The  Resolution 
was  passed, 

COUNCIL  ON  ADMINISTRA¬ 
TION  AND  FINANCE:  Dr.  Henry  A. 
Rickey  presented  this  report.  The  Rev. 
A.  D.  St  Amant,  Jr.,  moved  to  delete 
the  paragraph  establishing  a  fund  for 
the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  based 
on  the  percentage  of  the  pastor’s  sal¬ 
ary  and  instead  to  add  the  Home  to 
the  decimal  items.  The  Rev.  James  J. 
Caraway  moved  to  defer  this  motion  to 
the  Council  on  Adminislrationax  and 
Finance  and  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Methodist  Home  Hosphal  for 
their  consideration.  This  passed. 

REPORT  ON  COMMITTEE  ON 
REVIEW  AND  RESOLUTIONS: 
Presented  by  the  Rev.  George  W.  Ross. 
Resolution  No.  1  on  Abortion  (sup¬ 
porting  the  statement  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Supreme  Court  De¬ 
cision)  was  passed;  resolution  No.  2 
on  condemning  the  re-institution  of  the 
death  penalty  was  passed;  and  Resolu¬ 
tion  No.  3  on  Project  Equality,  which 
would  allow  the  organization  to  solicit 
voluntary  funds  up  to  a  total  of  $5,000 
was  passed. 

APPOINTMENTS:  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  and  the  cabinet  officiated 
at  the  reading  of  the  appointments  in 
Brown  Memorial  Chapel  following 
which  a  Service  of  Holy  Communion 
was  celebrated,  concluding  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

t 

A  RESOLUTION  BY 

THE  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE  OF  THE 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

In  recent  weeks  Governor  Edwin 
Edwards  has  stated  publicly  on  several 
occasions  that  he  will  ask  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  the  people  of  the  state,  and  the 
Constitutional  Convention  to  give  the 
State  of  Louisiana  the  authority  to 
establish  a  state  lottery  for  the  purpose 
of  funding  a  salary  increase  for  the 
teachers  of  Louisiana  and  for  other 
educational  needs. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  in 
opposition  to  this  proposal. 

1.  We  believe  that  our  children  and 

Please  turn  to  page  7 
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Mrs.  Wideman  Watson,  at  right,  and  Mrs.  Fomby 
Coleman  are  shown  running  strings  from  Louisiana 
to  the  foreign  mission  fields  supported  by  churches 
from  this  conference.  This  has  been  a  project  of 
this  quarter  of  the  Work  Area  on  Missions  in  First 
Church  of  Homer  where  the  Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid  is 
pastor. 


The  congregation  of  Oak  Park  Church  in  Lake  Charles  honored  mothers  by 
purchasing  hymnals  for  Mexico.  Mrs.  Ira  Dimmick  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Savage 
were  honored  as  the  wisest  mothers  realizing  that  wisdom  comes  with 
age.  Mrs.  Ken  Moss  had  the  largest  number  of  children  while  Mrs.  Dim¬ 
mick  had  the  largest  family  present.  Mothers  who  had  children  not  at¬ 
tending  because  of  distance  were  Mrs.  James  Huckeba  and  Mrs.  Tom 
Doland  with  children  in  Spain  and  Guam  respectively.  Shown  with  the  Rev. 
Deen  Thompson  are,  from  left:  Mrs.  Huckeba,  Mrs.  Dimmick,  Mrs. 
Savage,  Mrs.  Moss  and  Mrs.  Doland. 


AT  RIGHT; 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ted 
Smith  were  given  a  party 
A  reception  honoring  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  G.  and  gift  by  members  of 
Williamson  upon  completion  of  five  years  as  superin-  the  St.  James  Church, 
tendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  was  held  at  Marrero,  where  they  have 
First  Church  in  Lake  Charles  on  Sunday  afternoon,  served  four  years.  The 
June  3.  John  Bergstedt,  at  left,  district  lay  leader,  event  was  prior  to  their 
is  shown  presenting  the  couple  a  gift  from  the  clergy  taking  the  LeCompte 
and  laity  of  the  district.  appointment. _ 


Perry  and  Gwen  Bell,  at  right,  were 
honored  by  the  choir  of  St.  Luke’s 
Church,  Shreveport,  prior  to  their 
departure  for  an  appointment  in  the 
Wisconsin  Conference.  Perry  has 
been  minister-in-training  at  St.  Luke 
while  completing  courses  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is 

a  schedule  for  the 

Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 

Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 

to  use  as 

i,  regular  guide  for 

use  in  your 

homes. 

June  17 — Sunday  Luke  15:11-32 

June  18  . 

. Matt.  13:1-23 

June  19  . 

. Romans  11:25-33 

16:25-27 

June  20  . 

. Matt  13:24-30 

36-43 

June  21 

Matt  13:31-35, 

44-52 

June  22  . 

. Eph.  3:1-11 

June  23  . 

. Colo.  1:24-29 

June  24 — Sunday  ....  Acts  3:12-16 

4:5-12 

AT  RIGHT: 

Discussion  groups  in 
Simpson  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  are  shown  on 
Family  Night.  Mrs.  Sam 
Hill,  Family  Life  coor¬ 
dinator,  led  the  youth- 
parent  group  and  Mrs. 
Hubert  Gibbs,  conference 
director  of  Children’s 
Ministries,  directed  chil- 
dren-parent  activities. 


AT  LEFT: 

0.  H.  Patterson,  program 
director,  Broadmoor  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  presents  Mrs. 
R.  L.  Hogg  with  silver 
tray  in  recognition  of 
22  years  of  service  as 
Elementary  Age  Coor¬ 
dinator. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Howell  present  one  of  his 
paintings  to  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Cain  of  the 
Ruston  District. 


TENTH  ANNIVERSARY  AT 
LAKEVIEW,  SHREVEPORT 

Lakeview  Church  in  Shreveport  celebrated  its  10th 
anniversary  on  May  6.  The  Rev.  W.  E.  Nolan,  pastor, 
presided  as  the  Rev.  Jim  Beasley,  retired,  brought 
the  sermon.  At  the  same  time  the  congregation 
noted  its  roots  in  the  old  Texas  Avenue  Church 
which  became  Park  Avenue  Church  and  then  Lake- 
view  Church.  The  ministers  are  shown  at  left 
flanking  the  members  who  belonged  to  the  former 
Park  Avenue  Church.  At  right  are  the  members  of 
the  old  Texas  Avenue  Church. 
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GREATER  NEW  ORLEANS  FEDERATION 
OF  CHURCHES  STATEMENT 
REGARDING  PROPOSED  STATE  LOTTERY 

June  6,  1973 

Governor  Edwards,  being  faced  with  funding  of  an  already  approved 
and  needed  pay  raise  for  teachers,  has  proposed  a  solution  that  may  well 
create  more  problems  than  it  solves. 

At  first  glance  a  lottery  might  appear  to  be  an  expedient  harmless 
means  of  raising  funds  for  State  purposes. 

However,  taking  a  closer  look,  we  see  a  number  of  reasons  to  ques¬ 
tion  the  validity  of  the  solution. 

First,  our  churches  have  traditionally  opposed  gambling  for  its  re¬ 
liance  on  a  greed-based  appeal  and  its  demoralizing  affect  on  character. 

Second,  a  State  Lottery  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  State’s  encourag¬ 
ing  adults  to  gamble  and  create  a  climate  in  which  youth  would  be  reared 
in  an  atmosphere  of  State  approval  of  gambling. 

Third,  our  State  is  involved  in  a  long  climb  away  from  a  reputation 
of  corruption.  In  the  midst  of  many  positive  efforts  to  build  Louisiana, 
this  would  be  a  backward  step  of  expediency  which  would  offer  a  great 
temptation  for  corruptive  influences. 

Therefore,  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  vigor¬ 
ously  opposes  a  State  Lottery  in  Louisiana  and  urges  all  like-minded 
citizens  to  make  their  stand  known. 


For  additional  Information  co 
Charles  Avenue,  70130,  Telephone: 
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young  people  mean  so  much  to  us  and 
our  state  that  adequate  and  quality 
education  should  be  provided  for  them 
from  general  funds.  It  is  an  insult  to 
the  teaching  profession  and  degrading 
of  education  to  suggest  its  financing 
by  a  lottery. 

2.  We  believe  that  the  Governor 
should  recommend  and  the  Legislature 
should  approve  the  funding  of  the  sal¬ 
ary  increase  for  teachers  in  the  general 
appropriations  bill  in  this  session  of 
the  Legislature.  The  people  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  will  respond  affirmatively  to  this 
proven  and  legitimate  need. 

3.  A  lottery  is  a  devious  way  of 
placing  the  tax  burden  on  those  who 
can  ill  afford  it.  A  lottery  would  en¬ 
courage  the  attitude  that  we  can  get 
something  for  nothing.  It  would  open 
the  door  to  more  extensive  gambling, 
and  would  encourage  our  people  to 
look  for  questionable  ways  of  financ¬ 
ing  local  and  state  government.  A  state 
lottery  would  bring  more  evil  than 
good. 

4.  The  Governor  of  the  state  has 
expressed  the  view  that  a  lottery  is 
not  a  moral  issue.  It  may  not  be  a 
moral  issue  in  the  sense  of  whether  it 
is  right  or  wrong  for  an  individual  to 
buy  a  lottery  ticket.  However,  the 
question  of  the  lottery  is  a  moral  issue 
for  the  state.  It  is  the  moral  issue  as 
to  whether  or  not  we  think  enough 
of  our  children  to  provide  adequate 
funds  thru  legitimate  means  for  their 
education.  Our  sense  of  values  and 
priorities  is  the  moral  issue  involved. 

5.  The  lottery  proposal  raises  the 
question  of  taxation.  We  believe  that 
taxes  should  be  equitable,  efficient  and 
adequate.  We  believe  that  the  fairest 
tax  is  one  whose  rate  increases  as  its 
taxable  base  increases.  We  believe  that 
the  people  of  our  state  will  respond  to 
taxes  which  are  based  on  this  stand¬ 
ard. 

6.  The  people  of  Louisiana  do  not 
want  to  repeat  the  scandalous  history 
of  the  licensed  “Louisiana  Lottery” 
that  existed  from  1868  to  1893.  This 
legal  lottery  was  the  source  of  crime, 
political  corruption,  and  moral  degra¬ 
dation.  It  is  true  that  a  lottery  could 
be  operated  on  a  different  basis,  but. 


ntact:  Dr.  David  E.  Mason,  330  St. 
524-0246. 


RESOLUTION 

even  so,  it  would  inevitably  carry  many 
of  the  evils  related  to  our  previous  ex¬ 
perience. 

7.  Louisiana  has  progressed  in  re¬ 
cent  years  without  a  lottery  and  with 
the  constitutional  provision  which  says: 
“Gambling  is  a  vice  and  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  should  pass  laws  to  suppress  it” 
and  “lotteries,  and  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets,  are  prohibited  in  this  state.” 
We  believe  that  these  constitutional 
provisions  should  remain,  and  we  en¬ 
courage  the  constitutional  convention 
to  continue  these  provisions. 

8.  The  people  of  Louisiana  desire 
to  move  to  a  new  day  and  new  future. 
They  want  government  that  is  based 
on  efficient  planning,  sound  operation, 
and  responsibile  leadership.  We  call 
upon  the  Governor  and  Legislature  to 
open  doors  into  this  future  possibility 
for  our  state  rather  than  leading  us, 
backward  to  one  of  the  most  shameful 
periods  in  our  history. 

The  Governor  of  our  state  is  a 
competent,  persuasive  leader.  We  en¬ 
courage  him  to  use  his  leadership  abil¬ 
ities  to  lead  us  in  responsive  ways  to 
solve  the  problems  of  our  state. 

Resolution  presented  by  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns,  James  Sto^ 
vail.  Chairman,  May  29,  1973. 
t 

Alexandria  site 
for  Lay 

Witness  Mission 

The  Coliseum  in  Alexandria  will  be 
the  site  for  the  Lay  Witness  Rally 
’73  this  Friday  and  Saturday,  June 
15-16.  The  Rally  is  for  members  of 
all  faiths  and  the  invitation  is  to  sev¬ 
enth  graders  through  adult  ages.  John 
Tubb  is  the  General  Chairman. 

The  Adult  Coordinator  for  the  Rally 
will  be  Milford  Chewning  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Lay  Renewal  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Jack  Archer  of  Corpus  Christi,  Tex., 
will  be  the  Youth  Coordinatoor.  Regis¬ 
tration  for  the  event  is  free.  A  free¬ 
will  offering  wilt  be  received  to  defray 
expenses.  Tickets  for  the  lunch  on  Sat¬ 
urday  will  be  available. 


The  Rev.  James  E. 
Christie,  newly-elected 
presidentofthe  Louisiana 
Conference  Historical 
Society  (left,)  and  R.  T. 
Colquette,  newly-elected 
vice  president  (right)  are 
shown  with  Dr.  John 
Ness,  speaker  at  the 
recent  meeting  of  the 
Historical  Society. 


Conference  elects 
Historical  Society  officers 


Officers  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  were 
elected  at  the  organizational  meeting 
of  the  group  held  during  the  recent 
session  on  Annual  Conference  in 
Shreveport. 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Christie,  pastor 
of  Memorial  Church,  Monroe,  is  the 
new  president.  Mr.  R.  T.  Colquette, 
businessman  and  historian  of  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  is  vice-president. 
Secretary  is  the  Rev.  Edwin  H.  House, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Columbia; 
and  the  treasurer  is  the  Rev.  W.  E. 
Nolan,  pastor  of  Lakeview  Church, 
Shreveport. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  is  the 
honorary  president  of  the  Society. 

Membership  in  the  Society  is  open 
to  any  interested  Methodist.  Dues  are 
$2  annually,  and  may  be  mailed  to  the 
Secretary,  the  Rev.  Edwin  H.  House, 
Jr.,  Box  126,  Columbia,  La.  71418. 
t 

Baton  Rouge 
District  conducts 
Lab  Enterprise 

A  laboratory  enterprise  for  teachers 
and  workers  with  children,  youth  and 
adults  was  reeently  held  at  First  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
The  Rev.  Donald  G.  Ramke  of  Baton 
Rouge  was  leader  for  the  school. 

One  hundred  and  three  leaders-in- 
training  took  part  in  the  school,  and 
90  cards  of  recognition  were  presented 
to  those  completing  the  required  time 
in  training.  Seventy-one  persons  in  the 
various  age  groups,  from  nursery  to 
senior  highs,  took  part  in  the  various 
classes. 

The  103  leaders-in-training  repre¬ 
sented  20  of  the  churches  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District. 

An  overall  evaluation  of  the  lab 


UNITED  METHODISTS  TO  TOUR 
ENGLAND  THIS  FALL 

United  Methodists  from  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Texas,  and  Arkansas  are 
planning  a  visit  to  England  this  fall,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  spokesman  for  the  spon¬ 
soring  church  agencies. 

The  occasion  for  this  pilgrimage 
will  be  the  annual  Heritage  Tour  of 
Methodist  historical  sites  and  tourist 
attractions  in  England,  departure 
November  19  from  Shreveport. 

This  project  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  National  Methodist  Heritage  Ad¬ 
visory  Board,  and  Methodist  groups 
and  leaders  in  three  states. 

The  itinerary  will  include  visits  to 
Epworth  (birthplace  of  John  and 
Charles  Wesley),  Lincoln,  Nottingham, 
Birmingham,  Coventry,  Stratford,  Ox¬ 
ford,  Salisbury,  Stonehenge,  Bristol, 
and  three  days  in  London. 

Full  information  may  be  secured 
from  United  Methodist  Churches, 
about  this  non-commercial  tour,  or  by 
writing  to  United  Methodist  Heritage 
Tour,  P.  O.  Box  4111,  Monroe, 
Louisiana  71201. 
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school  indicated  that  it  greatly  helped 
the  leaders-in-training  to  better  under¬ 
stand  themselves  as  teachers;  it  im¬ 
proved  their  understanding  of  the 
group  process  and  group  behavior,  and 
stimulated  them  to  develop  new  ideas 
about  skills  and  techniques.  The  stu¬ 
dents  suggested  that  advance  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  school  would  make  it  more 
meaningful.  Even  so,  they  considered 
it  a  profitable  experience. 

The  staff  also  expressed  the  idea 
that  more  pre-planning  was  needed; 
but  that  the  enthusiasm  shown,  and 
the  training  sessions  were  on  the  posi¬ 
tive  side. 


Mrs.  J.  A.  Montgomery  of  Shreveport  leads  one  of  the  classes 
for  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Laboratory  Enterprise. 
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by  Dr.  James  Workman 


LESSON  FOR  JUNE  24;  Work,  Rest  and  Worship 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Exodus  20:8-11$ 
Mark  2:23-28;  Luke  4:16-23;  14:1-6;  Hebrews 
10:25 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Remember  the  Sabbath 
day,  to  keep  it  lurfy.  (Exodus  20:8) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  help  us  know  God  in 
his  discipline  for  Sabbath  observance  by  his 
people,  winch  Jesus  observed;  mid  to  inspire 
our  use  of  every  day,  Sunday  throi^  Satur¬ 
day  of  each  week,  as  the  Lord’s  days. 

*  *  * 


This  Fourth  Commandment  makes  a  fourth  em¬ 
phasis  on  our  relation  to  God  in  holy  living.  Holy 
Aieans  whole,  and  healthy,  as  well  as  sincere  relig¬ 
ious  behaviour.  Following  last  week’s  lesson  on 
“More  Than  Lip  Service”,  our  observance  of  a  day 
of  worship  of  God,  and  rest  from  labor,  will  not  be 
meaningless  and  superficial  and  empty  of  reality, 
but  involving  all  of  our  life.  God  is  to  be  first  in 
each  persoife  life.  No  image  of  him  is  to  distract 
or  prevent  his  presence  in  our  use  of  scripture,  in 
prayer,  and  in  our  performance  of  duty.  Our  Key 
’73  celebrations  will  find  the  center  and  circum¬ 
ference  of  our  Christian  experiences  focusing  us  on 
his  Spirit  and  truth. 

*  V  * 

“REMEMBER  THE  SABBATH”  IS  A 

CENTURIES’  OLD  REVELATION  OF  GOD 

Do  you  remember  the  Sabbath?  It  will  call  to 
mind  many  different  and  new  meanings  when  we 
remember  the  Bible  records  of  Sabbath  events.  The 
exegete,  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Interpreters 
Bible  surprises  the  reader  by  the  paragraph  caption, 
“Institution  of  the  Sabbath”  (Exodus  16:22-30).  Be¬ 
fore  Moses’  time  the  Sabbath  had  been  observed 
by  neighbors  of  the  Hebrews  with  cessation  from 
labor.  The  Hebrews  ceased  from  work  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  which  was  not  based  on  the  lunar  calendar  of 
their  pagan  neighbors  in  the  secular  observance.  The 
institution  of  the  Sabbath  in  not  working  to  gather 
manna  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  provides  a 
historical  foundation  for  Sabbath  observance  instead 
6f  the  “natural  foundation”  for  the  Hebrews.  The 
expositor  in  this  same  volume  comments  on  the 
earliest  observance  of  the  Sabbath  with  a  memorial 
token  of  God’s  Sabbath.  Manna  became  a  token  to 
be  put  on  the  altar  before  the  Lord  for  a  testimony 
to  His  providence.  Later,  this  longest  Command¬ 
ment  of  the  ten,  “Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to 
keep  it  holy,”  made  this  discipline  of  the  life  of 
Israel  a  witness  to  the  Lord  in  their  remembrance 
of  His  care  in  leading  them  out  of  slavery  in  Egypt. 
The  Christian  recalls  this  providence  in  his  daily 
life,  as  noted  in  John  Henry  Newman’s  hymn,  “Lead 
Kindly  Light.”  “So  long  thy  power  hath  blest  me; 
surely  it  still  will  lead  me  on.”  Today  the  modern 
Jew  observes  the  Sabbath  on  the  seventh  day  of  the 
week,  and  some  Christians  continue  seventh  day 
Sabbath  observance. 

Christians  have  made  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
the  anniversary  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ’s  resur¬ 
rection,  as  the  successor  to  the  Jewish  Sabbath  for 
tlie  disciplines  of  worship,  rest  and  work. 

4>  «  * 

JESUS  REMEMBERED  THE  SABBATH 
BY  OBSERVING  IT 

The  gospel  records  of  Jesus’  life  mention  many 


instances  of  his  faithfulness  in  remembering  the 
Sabbath.  He  walked  with  his  disciples  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  day.  They  were  hungry  at  noon  and  they 
“broke  the  law”  of  the  Sabbath  by  doing  small,  but 
nevertheless  forbidden  work  of  husking  small  grain 
in  their  hands  on  the  Sabbath  day.  It  was  not  a  sin 
to  pluck  the  grain.  The  sin  was  in  rubbing  it  in  their 
hands  to  husk  it  before  eating  it.  The  Pharisees  had 
a  “tradition;’  an  interpretation,  of  the  Fourth  Com¬ 
mandment  that  made  such  labor  a  violation  of  the 
law.  Jesus  defended  their  behaviour  by  citing  the 
experience  of  David  in  using  dedicated  food  (for¬ 
bidden  to  anyone  not  a  priest)  for  his  hunger’s  satis¬ 
faction.  Those  with  David  also  broke  this  law  for  a 
higher  human  necessity.  Jesus  replied  to  the  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  Pharisees,  “The  Sabbath  was  made  for 
man,  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath;  so  the  Son  of 
man  is  lord  even  of  the  Sabbath.” 

Jesus  observed  the  Sabbath  “as  his  custom  was” 
in  his  family’s  home  town  of  Nazareth.  A  traveler  to 
Nazareth  today  will  find  on  the  guest’s  writing  desk 
in  the  hotel  a  notice,  “No  writing  is  allowed  here 
on  the  Sabbath.”  It  surprises  a  Christian  tourist. 

Such  a  welcome  to  a  visitor  may  well  send  the 
reader  to  the  record  of  Jesus  in  keeping  holy  Sab¬ 
bath  in  the  Nazareth  synagogue.  He  went  “as  his 
custom  was.”  He  took  part  in  the  service  as  any 
Hebrew  worshipper  had  the  right  to  do,  as  he  de¬ 
sired.  He  read  Isaiah  61:1-2,  the  daily  Bible  read¬ 
ing  for  Wednesday,  which  continues  the  record  of 
this  discipline  of  our  Lord’s  Sabbath  observance. 

A  Presbyterian  writer  has  suggested  a  prayer  to 
start  our  Bible  study,  “Lord,  thou  hast  given  us 
minds;  help  us  to  use  them.  Thou  hast  granted  us 
seven  days  in  a  week;  may  we  remember  to  keep  all 
these  days  holy,  but  to  give  special  thought  to  the 
day  we  call  our  Lord’s  Day.  We  pray  in  the  name 
of  him  who  customarily  went  to  the  synagogue  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  Amen.” 

*  *  * 

THERE  IS  A  VARIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN 
LORD’S  DAY  HOLY  PRACTICES 

Christians  follow  Jesus’  example  in  worshipping 
on  the  Lord’s  day.  Many  of  the  early  Christians 
were  of  Jewish  upbringing  and  observed  the  seventh 
day  Sabbath  as  their  stated  worship  day.  Gentile 
Christians  had  Paul’s  record  of  the  first  day  of  the 
week  as  the  appointed  day  for  the  Corinthian  Chris¬ 
tians:  “On  the  first  day  of  the  week,  let  each  of  you 
put  aside  a  sum  from  his  weekly  gains,  so  that  the 
money  may  not  have  to  be  collected  when  I  come.” 
(1  Corinthians  16:2) 

Missionary  giving  is  a  fitting  worship  act.  John, 
in  Revelation  1:10  wrote,  “On  the  Lord”s  day  I 
found  myself  rapt  in  the  Spirit,  and  I  heard  a  loud 
voice  behind  me  like  a  trumpet  calling,  ‘Write  your 
vision  in  a  book,  and  send  it  to  the  seven  churches 
.  .  .’”  (Moffatt). 

It  is  recorded  in  Acts  20:7,  “And  upon  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  when  the  disciples  came  together 
to  break  bread,  Paul  preached  unto  them,  ready  to 
depart  on  the  morrow;  and  continued  his  speech 
until  midnight.”  The  following  verses  tell  of  Euty- 
chus,  a  young  man  who  fell  into  deep  sleep,  and 
“as  Paul  was  long  preaching”,  he  fell  down  three 
stories;  Paul  gave  him  artificial  respiration,  “em¬ 
braced  him,”  and  reassured  the  congregation,  and 
he  came  up  again,  broke  bread  and  ate;  and  talked 
a  long  while,  even  ’til  break  of  day.  There  is  not 
space  to  elaborate  upon  the  several  vivid  events  in 
this  one  day  of  holy  observance  of  this  first  day  of 
the  week.  Worship,  eating,  preaching,  sleeping  in 


worship,  first  aid  in  accident,  revival,  long  speak¬ 
ing,  and  departing  in  peace — ^what  an  unforgettable 
first  day  of  the  Lord! 

The  early  Christians  gained  strength  during  op¬ 
pression  and  persecution  through  earnest  observance 
of  the  Lord’s  day.  Many  services  on  any  day  of  the 
week,  early  morning,  late  evening,  and  throughout 
the  day  were  held.  Such  services  kept  the  faith  and 
ministered  survival  grace  in  many  times  of  need. 
Survivors  of  the  “Death  March”  at  Bataan  testify 
to  the  salvation  of  their  lives  through  such  reviving 
moments.  In  such  services  many  pagans  have  seen 
the  example  of  such  faithful  ones  and  have  been 
converted  to  the  Christian  faith. 

“Remember  the  Sabbath  day  and  keep  it  holy” 
is  the  memory  selection.  This  pricks  our  curiosity 
to  see  what  remembrance,  observance  and  holiness 
mean  in  the  life  of  each  one  of  us. 

*  *  * 

THE  SABBATH  IS  MADE 
FOR  THE  WHOLE  MAN 

To  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness 
is  to  enjoy  God  forever.  Such  personal  discipline  is 
approved  of  God  as  seen  in  the  life  of  Jesus.  For 
more  than  a  half  century  Richard  Cabot’s  book, 
“What  Men  Live  By,”  has  been  a  guide  to  a  fuller 
understanding  of  whole,  healthy  and  holy  living.  He 
lifts  up  four  areas  of  life:  work,  play,  love,  and 
worship.  Experiences  in  these  areas  help  to  guide 
us  into  abundant  living. 

Christian  work  is  a  daily  employment,  every 
day  of  the  week.  Christian  play  is  a  daily  renewal. 
Christian  love  is  a  daily  and  never  ending  fellowship 
with  God  and  man.  Christian  worship  is  a  daily  time 
of  being  glad  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  has  made. 
The  word  Sabbath  has  many  uses:  Sabbath  day,  Sab¬ 
bath  week,  sabbatical  year,  and  the  time  for  Jewish 
festivals..  Its  observance  hallows  every  part  of  our 
life  when  applied  to  holy  living. 

4:  *  4c 

TWO  WARM-HEARTED  MOMENTS 
TO  REMEMBER 

Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank  led  the  opening  ser¬ 
vice  of  celebration  of  the  one  hundred-twentieth 
session  of  the  Little  Rock  Annual  conference,  using 
the  covenant  service  and  holy  communion  as  com¬ 
mended  by  John  Wesley.  The  closing  hymn  — 
“Here,  O  My  Lord,  I  see  Thee  Face  to  Face”  — 
was  sung  with  accompaniment  of  organ  and  brass 
choir.  The  trumphet  flare  during  the  final  stanza 
thrilled  the  hearts  of  ministers,  as  they  faced  each 
other,  remembering  the  trumpet  sounds  of  scriptural 
and  personal  appeal  in  this  high  moment  of  wor¬ 
ship.  Another  “heart  burning”  experience  is  re¬ 
ported  in  the  Upper  Room  devotional  guide  for  to¬ 
day,  June  24.  It  relates  the  daily  devotional  visit 
for  a  brief  moment  only,  of  a  school  boy  rushing 
from  school  to  work.  As  he  rushed  into  church,  his 
daily  prayer  was  only  “Jesus,  it’s  me,  Jimmy.” 
Sometime  later,  the  boy  died.  His  pastor  reported, 
“As  Jimmy  breathed  his  last  breath,  I  could  swear 
I  heard  a  voice  say,  ‘Jimmy,  it’s  me,  Jesus.’  ”  Such 
experiences  make  the  Sabbath  observance  in  holy 
living  real  on  any  day  of  the  week. 

Daily  Bible  study  references  will  help  make 
Sabbath  observance  refreshing.  They  are:  Exodus 
20:8-11;  31:12-17;  Jeremiah  17:19-27;  Luke  4:14- 
23;  Luke  14:1-11;  Hebrews  10:19-25;  Genesis  1: 
31-2:3;  and  Psalms  84. 

Next  Sunday  the  lesson  is  the  Fifth  Command* 
ment:  Honor  parents,  a  “Response  to  Heritage”. 
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Bishop  Frank 
heads  task  force 

A  task  force,  headed  by  Bishop 
Eugene  M.  Frank  of  the  Arkansas 
area,  has  recommended  to  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  that  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Study  Program  (WSP)  for  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  the  WSP  staff 
be  enlarged,  emphasizing  adult  semi¬ 
nars  without  neglecting  youth,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  release. 

The  last  group  of  WSP  seminars 
for  the  current  season  was  held  in 
Washington  in  May.  The  agenda  for 
one  group  from  the  East  Ohio  Con¬ 
ference  is  typical:  a  representative  of 
the  Republican  National  Committee, 
California  Rep.  Paul  McCloskey,  Jr., 
staff  members  of  Congressional  com¬ 
mittees,  staff  of  United  Methodist 
agencies  and  other  denominations,  and 
representatives  of  such  groups  as  the 
National  Association  of  Counties. 

The  theme  of  that  seminar  was 
“Peace  and  Justice:  The  Administra¬ 
tion  of  Priorities,”  and  the  group, 
which,  to  be  prepared,  had  studied 
in  advance,  was  exposed  to  such  is¬ 
sues  as  budget,  executive  privilege, 
citizen  involvement,  social  policy  and 
justice. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Wayman,  study  di¬ 
rector,  said  that  the  Watergate  affair 
surfaced  in  almost  every  talk  and  dis¬ 
cussion  but  did  not  dominate  the  semi¬ 
nar. 

Leaders  of  the  Ohio  seminar  said 
that  their  aim  in  attending  the  seminar 
was  to  obtain  a  basis  for  implementing 
a  legislative  network  within  their  con¬ 
ference. 

Statistics  show  that  although  many 
annual  conferences  repeat  their  WSP 
attendance,  the  total  number  of  par¬ 
ticipants  steadily  declined  from  1,983 
in  1967  to  1,063  in  1971,  with  a 
small  increase  in  1972.  So  far  in  1973, 
19  groups  of  75  adults  and  788 
youth  have  attended,  with  one-day 
briefings  for  another  seven  groups, 
t 


Asian  Christian  higher  education 
developing  new  approaches 


NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  Plans  are  to 
merge  one  of  the  newer  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  colleges  overseas  and  the 
seminary  that  trains  many  of  the  Phil¬ 
ippines’  Protestant  ministers.  An  edu¬ 
cational  center  opened  by  a  Methodist 
university  in  the  heart  of  Taipei,  Tai¬ 
wan.  Involvement  of  the  medical 
school  of  a  major  university  in  Korea 
in  community  health  programs  in 
Seoul. 

These  and  other  developments  at 
United  Methodist-related  colleges  and 
universities  in  Asia  are  cited  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  general  secretary 
of  the  United  Board  for  Christian 
Higher  Education  in  Asia.  An  auton¬ 
omous  body,  the  United  Board  is  af¬ 
filiated  with  and  receives  support  from 
several  North  American  ftotestant 
mission  agencies,  including  the  World 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Board  is  related  primarily  to  and 
aids  seven  colleges  and  imiversities  in 
East  and  Southeast  Asia. 

In  his  report  at  the  United  Board’s 
recent  annual  meeting  here.  Dr.  Paul 
T.  Lauby  not  only  told  of  new  devel¬ 
opments  at  Board-related  schools  but 
also  discussed  problems  faced  by  them 
such  as  “the  loss  of  a  deep  sense  of 
purpose  and  direction.”  He  forecast  a 


future  in  which  the  United  Board 
might  become  related  to  “a  more  ex¬ 
tended  family  of  Christian  colleges  and 
institutions  in  a  wider  variety  of  re¬ 
lationships.” 

Dr.  Lauby’s  report  said  the  planned 
merger  of  Philippine  Christian  College 
and  Union  Theological  Seminary  is 
expected  to  result  in  a  new  university 
on  the  225-acre  seminar  campus. 
Both  schools  are  in  Manila  and  are 
related  to  the  United  Methodist  Phil¬ 
ippines  Central  Conference  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  The  college  was  founded  in 
1947.  Dr.  Lauby’s  report  said  a  spe¬ 
cial  study  commission  has  completed 
a  university  plan.  The  university 
would  incorporate  the  theological 
training  now  offered  by  the  seminary, 
United  Methodist  sources  said. 

Soochow  University,  founded  by 
Methodists  in  China  in  1900  and  re¬ 
activated  by  Mainland  alumni  on  Tai¬ 
wan  in  1951,  now  occupies  a  new  edu¬ 
cational  center  in  the  heart  of  Taipei 
as  an  extension  to  the  suburban  cam¬ 
pus,  Dr.  Lauby  reported.  The  new  faT- 
cility  houses  Colleges  of  Law  and 
Commerce,  a  computer  center,  a  sec¬ 
retarial  training  department  and  a  lan¬ 
guage  center,  he  added. 

Also  on  Taiwan,  at  United  Metho¬ 


dist-related  Tunghai  Universityj  an  en¬ 
vironmental  studies  center  has  been 
established,  while  at  United  Metho¬ 
dist-related  Silliman  University  in  the 
Philippines  a  science  complex  was  in- 
augmated  in  March  and  a  Cultural 
Center  is  under  construction.  Dr.  Lau¬ 
by’s  report  said. 

In  Korea,  the  Yonsie  University 
Medical  Center  is  becoming  involved 
in  some  experimental  community 
health  programs  in  Seoul  and  on  the 
island  of  Kangwha,  he  noted,  adding 
that  new  administrators  for  the  Medi¬ 
cal  College  and  Center  “appear  to  be 
committed  to  making  medical  educa¬ 
tion  more  relevant  and  responsive  to 
the  acute  Korean  health  needs.”  Yon- 
sei  is  United  Methodist-related. 

The  United  Board,  at  its  annual 
meeting,  adopted  a  1973-74  budget  of 
$1,289,580,  of  which  about  $47,000 
is  anticipated  from  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  World  Division.  The  United 
Board  aids  its  related  schools  through 
such  channels  as  financial  support,  re¬ 
cruitment  of  Western  faculty,  help  in 
fund-raising  and  interpretation,  gradu¬ 
ate  study  by  professors  and  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  conferences,  seminars  and 
workshops. 
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lUFF  TO  OFFER 
NEW  DEGREE 

After  many  years  of  offering  a  doc¬ 
tor  of  theology  degree.  The  Iliff  School 
of  Theology,  Denver,  Colo.,  will  of¬ 
ficially  begin  offering  a  new  doctoral 
degree  for  ministers  this  fall.  By  that 
time,  approximately  40  seminaries  in 
the  United  States  will  offer  a  variation 
of  the  doctor  of  ministry  degree. 

The  program,  which  is  expected  to 
take  two  to  three  years  to  complete, 
will  offer  doctoral  level  studies  spe^ 
cifically  tailored  to  assist  the  minister 
to  more  professionally  cope  with  his 
work. 

The  doctor  of  theology  degree  is 
generally  considered  an  academic  de¬ 
gree  designed  to  train  college,  semi¬ 
nary,  and  university  professors. 

The  American  ^sociation  of  Theo¬ 
logical  Schools  approved  the  doctor  of 
ministry  degree  in  1972. 

Registration  deadline  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Conference  of  the  Laity  at  Pur¬ 
due  University,  W.  Lafayette,  Ind., 
July  13-15  has  been  extended  to  June 
15.  Mailing  address  for  registration^ 
is  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  Ill. 
t 


New  to  The  Upper  Room  section  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Evangelism,  Worship  and 
Stewardship  are  the  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam  (left)  and  Mrs.  JoKimmell 
(center);  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox 
(right)  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Division’s  Section  of  Contemporary 
Proclamation.  Dunnam,  pastor  of 
West  Anaheim  (Calif.)  United  Meth- 


DENVER,  Colo.  —  Nineteen  guest 
lecturers  from  around  the  nation  joined 
the  faculty  of  The  Iliff  School  of  The¬ 
ology  here  this  summer  when  the 
United  Methodist-related  seminary  op¬ 
ened  its  Summer  School  June  18. 

Among  those  scheduled  to  teach 
during  the  first  two  week  session  of 
the  summer  session  are  Dr.  Philip  H. 
Phenix,  professor  of  philosophy  and 
education  at  Columbia  University, 
New  York  City;  Ezekier  Mphahlele, 
associate  professor  of  English  at  the 
University  of  Denver;  Dr.  Paul  K. 
Deats,  Jr.,  professor  of  social  ethics  at 
the  Boston  University  School  of  The- 


odist  Church,  served  churches  in 
Mississippi  and  Georgia  before 
going  to  California  in  1968.  His 
fifth  book,  “DancingatMy  Funeral,” 
is  to  be  published  soon.  Mrs.  Kim- 
mell  served  with  her  husband  with 
Church  World  Service  in  Madagascar 
prior  to  his  death.  She  holds 
degrees  from  Oklahoma  City  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Columbia  University 


ology,  and  Professor  William  D.  Da¬ 
vies,  professor  of  New  Testament  at 
Duke  University  Divinity  School. 

Later  in  the  summer  James  M.  Wall, 
editor  of  Christiaii  Century,  widely 
known  religious  journalist,  will  be 
guest  lecturing  at  the  school. 

Dr.  J.  Alton  Templin,  director  of 
the  Summer  School,  said  all  the 
courses  are  set  up  on  one,  two  and 
four-week  bases  in  order  to  allow  min¬ 
isters  to  take  courses  at  the  school 
without  having  to  request  undue  leave 
of  absence  from  their  parishes. 

Also,  he  said,  “by  having  shorter 
terms,  we  can  offer  a  broader  curricu¬ 
lum.” 


and  has  engaged  in  a  wide  range  of 
church-related  activities.  She  is 
the  author  of  “Steps  to  Prayer 
Power.”  Fox,  pastor  of  the  Con¬ 
cord  (Tenn.)  Church,  will  primarily 
be  conducting  New  Life  Missions, 
training  missioners  and  collabo¬ 
rating  on  new  models  for  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  gospel. 


Metropolitan  Areas 
‘Still  Major 
Mission  Field’ 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Metropoli¬ 
tan  areas  are  still  a  major  mission  fron¬ 
tier  in  the  1970s,  according  to  speak¬ 
ers  at  a  United  Methodist  mrban  strat¬ 
egy  training  session  held  in  May  here. 

“No  longer  can  we  look  upon  cities 
as  only  an  entry  point  for  people  into 
the  society  —  a  point  often  thought  to 
be  a  temporary  way  station  on  the 
road  to  suburbia,”  said  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Nugent,  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  National  Division,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  “The  poor  are  in 
the  cities  and  they  are  going  to  stay 
there,”  he  continued,  “o^y  a  few  will 
move  out.” 


Nineteen  guest  lecturers  on 
Uiff's  summer  faculty 
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Increased  level  of  giving  imperative 
for  adeqnate  support  of  missionaries 


NEW  YORK  (UMI) — ^To  prevent, 
if  ^  possible,  the  number  of  overseas 
missionaries  from  falling  below  922 
by  the  end  of  1973,  United  Methodist 
missions  leaders  are  launching  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  raise  the  level  of  giving  for 
support  of  missionaries. 

Tile  Rev.  Dr.  John  F.  Schaefer, 
New  York,  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Division,  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries,  said  a  careful  survey 
has  been  made  by  Division  staff  of 
the  “places  where  missionaries  are 
needed”  and  the  number  is  922.  In¬ 
cluded  in  the  total,  he  said,  are  277 
places  for  service  in  Africa,  427  in 
^ia,  210  in  Latin  America  and  eight 
in  Europe. 

Attrition  has  reduced  the  United 
Methodist  overseas  missionary  corps 
from  about  1,300  four  years  ago  to 
about  950  today,  and  if  attrition  of 
personnel  and  adverse  financial  condi¬ 


tions  continue  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  number  will  have  dropped  to 
about  885,  Dr.  Schaefer  said.  The  de¬ 
cline  in  missionaries  has  been  for  var¬ 
ious  reasons  such  as  increasing  lead¬ 
ership  by  nationals  and  some  countries 
closing  to  missionaries,  but  in  1972 
the  main  reason  was  lack  of  funds,  he 
added. 

Personnel  can  be  found  to  meet  the 
minimum  need  of  922,  but  the  finan¬ 
cial  situation  is  such  that  unless  in¬ 
creased  resources  are  found,  “we 
won’t  be  able  to  make  it,”  the  mission 
executive  said.  He  noted  the  Division 
had  a  deficit  of  $650,000  in  mission¬ 
ary  support  in  1972,  and  that  with 
continued  inflation  and  dollar  devalua¬ 
tion,  the  financial  difficulties  are  com¬ 
pounded. 

The  Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker,  New 
York,  director  of  the  Advance,  and 
his  staff  have  set  in  motion  a  special 


effort  to  increase  giving  for  missionary 
support  through  General  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials  (special  gifts  to  home  and  over¬ 
seas  missions,  and  relief).  A  substan¬ 
tial  part  of  support  of  missionaries 
comes  through  General  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials  while  other  portions  come  through 
World  Service,  United  Methodism’s 
basic  benevolence  fund,  and  pledge  to 
mission  giving  of  United  Methodist 
Women. 

Mr.  Walker  said  that  over  the  last 
four  years  giving  for  world  missionary 
support  through  General  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials  has  decreased  from  $4,000,000 
annually  to  $3,300,000,  and  the  goal 
is  to  bring  the  amount  up  to  $4,400,- 
000  by  the  end  of  1973. 

Mr.  Walker  said  telegrams  and  let¬ 
ters  to  annual  conference  missions 
leaders  and  other  channels  of  cultiva¬ 
tion  will  be  used. 

t 


Church  and  Society  Board 
objects  to  legislative  proposal 


Seminaries  in 
Chicago  area  to 
unite  in  1974 

Garrett  Theological  Seminary, 
Evanston,  and  Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary,  Naperville,  Ill.,  will  unite  as 
one  institution  with  faculties  and  stu¬ 
dent  bodies  located  on  the  present 
Garrett  campus  in  the  fall  of  1974. 

The  combined  institutions  will  <rf- 
fer  students  broader  options  in  curric¬ 
ulum  and  increased  depth  in  educa¬ 
tional  resources,  according  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Merlyn  W.  Northfelt  of  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  and  President  K. 
James  Stein  of  Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary.  They  said  that  students  who 
enroll  in  either  seminary  prior  to  the 
union  will  be  able  to  complete  their 
degree  work  without  alteration  of  the 
curricular  design  at  the  time  of  their 
enrollment. 

The  September  1974  date  for  initiat¬ 
ing  combined  operations  under  the 
working  name  of  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  was  recently  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Boards  of  Trustees  of 
the  two  United  Methodist  seminaries. 
Formation  of  a  new  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  is  expected  to  be  accomplished  by 
Jan.,  1974,  according  to  Dr.  Corliss 
D.  Anderson  and  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Washburn,  chairmen,  respectively,  of 
the  Garrett  and  Evangelical  Boards. 
They  said  the  new  Board  will  be 
charged  with  drawing  up  common  by¬ 
laws  while  maintaining  intact  the 
charters  of  the  two  uniting  schools. 

Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
v/as  begun  as  Union  Biblical  Institute 
in  1873.  It  became  Evangelical  The¬ 
ological  Seminary  under  the  auspices 
of  the  then  Evangelical  Church  which 
later  became  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church. 

Garrett  Theological  Seminary  was 
founded  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1853  and  is  the  second  old¬ 
est  seminary  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church. 

In  1968  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  and  the  Methodist 
Church  united  to  form  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Both  schools  are  charter  members 
of  the  American  Association  of  The¬ 
ological  Schools  and  both  are  accred¬ 
ited  by  the  North  Central  Association 
of  Colleges  and  Universities, 
t 

News  in  Brief 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  —A 
United  Methodist  layman  whose  gov¬ 
ernment  service  dates  back  to  1939, 
Dr.  Arthur  S.  Flemming,  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Senate  as  Commissioner 
on  Aging. 

He  thus  returns  to  the  department 
he  once  headed.  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare,  in  the  Eisenhower  Ad¬ 
ministration.  Since  serving  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  1971  White  House  Con¬ 
ference  on  Aging,  Flemming  has  been 
special  consultant  on  aging  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Nixon. 

t 

Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  has  set  a  record  $32,- 
600,000  operating  budget  for  1973-74. 


Interfaith  Assembly 
on  Aging  seeks 
expantded  program 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
How  religious  groups  should  expand 
and  improve  their  work  with  the  aging 
was  the  emphasis  here  this  month  for 
the  second  annual  Interfaith  Assembly 
on  Aging  which  included  several 
United  Methodists  among  the  80  par¬ 
ticipants. 

Eight  workshops  were  held  around 
the  theme  of  “The  Potential  Dynamic 
of  Churches  and  Synagogues  for  Old¬ 
er  Persons  —  Responsibilities  and  Op¬ 
portunities.”  They  recommended  a 
variety  of  actions  to  the  coalition 
board,  including  integration  of  the  eld¬ 
erly  into  the  total  congregational  pro¬ 
gram,  development  of  training  for 
ministers  who  deal  with  the  aging,  es¬ 
tablishment  of  personal  communication 
among  the  elderly  and  leaders  of  re¬ 
ligious  communities,  utilization  of  the 
skills  of  the  aging,  providing  informa¬ 
tion  on  death  and  dying,  retirement, 
funding  and  resources. 

t 

WORK-STUDY  CONFERENCE  ON 

CHURCH  AND  MENTALLY 
RETARDED  PLANNED 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)— “The 
Church  and  the  Mentally  Retarded” 
will  be  the  topic  of  a  five-day  work- 
study  conference  here  July  22-27.  Co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division  of 
Education  and  the  Center  for  Contin¬ 
uing  Education  at  Scarritt  College,  the 
conference  is  made  possible  by  the 
“Nancy  Miller  Memorial  Fund.” 

The  late  Miss  Miller  was  confer¬ 
ence  director  of  children’s  work  for 
the  Southwest  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  prior  to  her  death. 

More  than  50  persons  from  across 
the  nation,  are  expected  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  with  major  representation  from 
the  Southeast.  The  conference  will  be 
held  on  the  Scarritt  campus. 

Persons  invited  to  the  conference  in¬ 
clude  local  church  professional  and 
volunteer  leadership  and  college  stu¬ 
dents  majoring  in  special  education. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
Objections  to  proposed  legislation  that 
would  allow  tax-supported  institutions, 
to  prohibit  the  performance  of  abor¬ 
tions  and  sterilizations  were  voiced 
here  May  30  by  a  coalition  of  religious 
and  women’s  groups. 

In  a  press  conference  in  the  United 
Methodist  Building,  the  groups  sup¬ 
ported  the  portion  of  House  Bill  7806 
which  would  protect  doctors  and  othera 
from  being  eompelled  to  participate  in 
such  procedures  contrary  to  their  re¬ 
ligious  beliefs.  But  they  strongly  criti¬ 
cized  other  provisions  which  would  al¬ 
low  an  “entity”  such  as  a  hospital  ad¬ 
ministrator  or  board  to  deny  total 
health  care  through  control  of  facili¬ 
ties  and  staffs. 

The  statement  read  by  the  Rev.  A. 
Dudley  Ward,  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  said  the  provisions  would 
“unfairly  favor  the  religious  beliefs  of 
one  or  a  few  groups  at  the  expense  of 
the  religious  beliefs  and  professional 


commitments  of  health  care  personnel” 
and  potential  patients. 

Particularly  in  areas  served  only  by 
religiously-affiliated  hospitals,  the  bill 
would  permit  them  to  receive  federal 
funds  “while  effectively  denying  total 
health  care”  to  the  community,  it  waa 
said,  thus  “undermining  the  Supreme 
Court’s  recent  decisions”  on  abortion. 

Dr.  Ward  said  the  group  was  con¬ 
cerned  not  only  that  the  doctors  not 
be  required  to  perform  abortions  but 
also  that  they  not  be  prohibited  from 
it  by  lack  of  facilities  or  staff  privi¬ 
leges. 

The  United  Methodist  board  joined 
in  the  statement  along  with  such 
groups  as  National  Council  of  Jewish 
Women,  United  Church  of  Christ 
Board  of  Homeland  Ministries,  Amer¬ 
ican  Baptist  Division  of  Social  Minis¬ 
tries,  YWCA,  Planned  Parenthood, 
Women’s  Lobby,  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  and  Women’s  Equity 
Action  League. 

t 


"I  am  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  I  have  faith  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  I  am  proud  that  I  am  a  Methodist,” 
Gov.  George  C.  Wallace  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  told  an  overflow  crowd  of 
United  Methodists  attending  the  May  29  annual  Laymen’s  Dinner  of  the 
Alabama-West  Florida  Conference.  (United  Methodist  Information  release, 
Scott  Photographic  Services  Photo) 
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CASH  INCOME  HOSPITAL  PLAN 

Pays  A  Cash  Benefit  When  You  Are  Hospitalized 
For  Any  Covered  Accident  Or  Sickness 

Pays  A  Cash  Benefit  Regardless  Of  Any  Other 

Insurance  You  May  Have 


IMPORTANT  QUESTIONS  ANSWERED  THAT  TELL  YOU  HOW 
STANDARD  LIFE’S  CASH  INCOME  HOSPITAL  PLAN  GIVES 
THE  PROTECTION  YOU  AND  YOUR  FAMILY  NEED 


1.  HOW  LONG  WILL  I  BE  PROTECTED? 

You  will  be  paid  the  daily  benefit  you 
select  when  you  are  hospitalized,  for  as 
long  as  365  days  for  any  covered  sickness 
or  accident. 

2.  WHEN  DO  BENEFITS  BEGIN? 

Benefits  begin  immediately  when  confine¬ 
ment  is  due  to  accident  and  with  the 
fourth  day  of  confinement  due  to  sickness. 

3.  WHEN  DOES  THE  COVERAGE 
BECOME  EFFECTIVE? 

Accidents  are  covered  from  issue  date. 
Sickness  which  first  manifests  itself  more 
than  14  days  after  issue  date  is  covered. 

4.  WHAT  IF  I  AM  OVER  65? 

Even  if  you  are  over  65,  this  plan  pays  you 
cash  —  directly  to  you  to  spend  as  you 
wish  —  in  addition  to  Medicare  and  any 
other  insurance  you  may  have. 

5.  IS  YOUR  COMPANY  LICENSED  IN 
MY  STATE? 

YES;  Standard  Life  and  Accident  is  Li¬ 
censed,  and  conforms  to  all  state  laws, 
with  many  years  of  faithful  service  to 
policyholders. 

6.  HOW  DOES  THE  MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE  WORK? 

Examine  the  policy  in  the  privacy  of  your 
home,  show  it  to  your  doctor,  friends  or 
attorney.  If  not  satisfied,  return  in  10  days 
for  a  full  refund. 


YOU  HAVE  A  CHOICE 
OF  TWO  PLANS 

$28.57  A  DAY  OR  $14.28  A  DAY  FOR 
HOSPITAL  CONFINEMENT  DUE  TO 
COVERED  SICKNESS  OR  ACCIDENT. 
PAYABLE  FOR  AS  LONG  AS  365 
DAYS.  CHILDREN’S  BENEFIT  IS  50% 
OF  ADULT  BENEFIT. 


7.  ARE  THERE  ANY  CONDITIONS  NOT 
COVERED  RIGHT  AWAY? 

In  order  to  provide  this  coverage  at  a  more 
reasonable  premium,  sickness  resulting  in 
surgery,  cancer,  tuberculosis,  heart  disease, 
appendicitis,  hernia,  gall  bladder,  kidneys, 
and  diseases  affecting  or  involving  the  fe¬ 
male  generative  organs  are  not  covered  un¬ 
til  the  policy  has  been  in  force  for  six 
months. 

Conditions  that  existed  prior  to  the  effective 
date  are  not  covered  for  the  first  two  years. 

8.  WHAT  IS  NOT  COVERED  BY  THE 
POLICY? 

The  policy  does  not  cover  war  or  any  act 
of  war;  intentionally  self-inflicted  injuries; 
mental  conditions  or  disorders;  dental  work; 
cosmetic  surgeiv;  pregnancy;  venereal  dis¬ 
ease  or  syphilis;  use  of  intoxicants  and 
narcotics;  or  confinement  in  a  government 
hospital. 

9.  HOW  WILL  I  PAY  THE  PREMIUMS 
AFTER  THE  FIRST  MONTH? 

Within  30  days  after  you  receive  your  policy, 
we  will  send  you  a  premium  notice.  You 
may  then  pay  one,  three,  six  or  twelve 
months  premiums  as  you  wish.  However, 
you  will  save  money  if  you  pay  other  than 
monthly. 

10.  HOW  DO  I  JOIN  THIS  PROGRAM? 

Just  complete  the  application  and  mail  it 
with  the  First  Month's  Premium. 


ACCIDENT  BENEFITS  BEGIN  WITH 
THE  FIRST  DAY,  SICKNESS  BENE¬ 
FITS  WITH  THE  FOURTH  DAY  OF 
CONFINEMENT. 


RENEWABILITY:  This  policy  is  re¬ 
newable  at  the  option  of  the  Company 
only,  and  premiums  may  be  subject 
to  change. 

These  benefits  are  provided  by  Stand¬ 
ard’s  Family  Hospital  Income  Policy 
form  915. 


PREMIUM  SCHEDULE 

First  Month’s  Premium  For  All 
Eligible  Members  Of  Your 
Family  Is  $1.00 

Monthly  Premium  For  Each 
Covered  Family  Member  After 
The  First  Month  Is  Shown 
Below. 


BENEFIT 

AGE 

$28.57 

A  DAY 

$14.28 

A  DAY 

18-49 

7.20 

3.60 

50-65 

9.60 

4.80 

66-74 

12.00 

6.00 

75-90 

18.00 

9.00 

Children 

0-17 

2.04 

1.02 

Premiums  are 
advancing  age 

not  increased  due  to 
after  policy  issue. 

This  offer  is  available  only 
to  residents  of  Louisiana 


TO  GIVE  YOU  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  EXAMINE  THE  POLICY  we  will  extend 
coverage  to  your  entire  family,  providing  they  are  eligible,  for  the  First  Month’s 
Premium  shown  in  the  premium  schedule.  Even  then  after  you  receive  your 
policy  if  you  are  not  100%  satisfied  you  may  return  it  within  ten  days  and 
get  your  money  back.  Of  course,  we  hope  you  will  decide  to  keep  it.  Your 
renewal  premium  beginning  with  the  second  month  will  be  based  on  the 
age  of  each  covered  family  member  as  shown  in  the  premium  schedule. 


COMPLETE  AND  MAIL  YOUR  APPLICATION  TODAY.  THE  FAMILY  PRE¬ 
MIUM  WILL  COVER  ALL  ELIGIBLE  MEMBERS  OF  YOUR  FAMILY  FOR 
THE  FIRST  MONTH. 


APPLICATION  FOR  CASH  INCOME  HOSPITAL  PLAN 


Application  To  Standard  Life  and  Accident  Insurance  Company 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73193 

Gentlemen:  I  am  enclosing  $1.00  in  payment  for  one  month’s  insurance  for  your 
Hospital  Income  Plan  (Form  915).  Check  one:  □  $28.57  a  day  □  $14.28  a  day 

My  name  is - - - - - - - 


Street  or  RFD  No. 
City - - 


State 


-Day . 


.  Year . 


Date  of  Birth:  Mo. 

I  also  hereby  apply  for  coverage  for  the  members  of  my 
family  listed  below: 


Zip 


.  Age 


2. 


5. 


FULL  NAME  (Please  Print) 

DATE  OF  BIRTH 

AGE 

MO. 

DAY 

YEAR 

List  additional  names  on  separate  sheet  and  enclose  with  this  application  blank. 


To  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief,  have  you  or  any  person  listed  above  ever 
had  high  or  low  blood  pressure,  heart  trouble,  diabetes,  cancer,  arthritis,  or  tubercu¬ 
losis  or  have  you  or  they,  within  the  last  five  years,  been  disabled  by  either  accident 
or  illness,  had  medical  advice  or  treatment,  taken  prescribed  medication  for  any  con¬ 
dition,  or  been  advised  to  have  a  surgical  operation? 

Yes  □  No  □ 

If  so,  give  details  stating  persons  affected,  cause,  date,  name  and  address  of  attend¬ 
ing  physician  and  whether  fully  recovered. 


Date 

DMA 


Signature 


LM6 


Mail  your  check  or  money  order  to: 

STANDARD  LIFE  8>  ACCIDENT  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73193 

IMPORTANT  —  Please  Answer  Every  Question 
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Frederick  Bentley 


James  Cotter 


Hugh  Gilmore 


Mark  Greve 


James  Salisbury 


Galen  Sanders 


Pat  Speck 


4ll 

Walter  Steinmetz,  Jr. 


Barrett  Haik 


John  Waterfallen 


Ten  Centenary  grads  meet  med  school  entrance  requirements 


As  more  and  more  students  apply 
to  the  nation’s  medical  schools,  forc¬ 
ing  these  institutions  to  raise  their  en¬ 
trance  requirements.  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  students  continue  to  fare  well  be¬ 
fore  the  admissions  committees  of 
these  schools. 

This  year,  ten  students  have  been 
accepted.  This  is  not  a  record,  but  is 
an  unusually  high  number  for  a  small 
liberal  arts  college  with  less  than  a 
thousand  students. 

Four  of  the  students,  Galen  San¬ 
ders,  Mark  Greve,  John  Waterfallen 
and  James  Cotter,  all  of  Shreveport, 
have  been  accepted  at  the  LSU  School 
of  Medicine  in  Shreveport;  Barrett 
Haik,  New  Orleans,  and  Frederick 
Bentley,  Shreveport,  have  been  ac¬ 
cepted,  at  the  LSU  School  of  Medicine 
in  New  Orleans;  James  Salisbury, 
Monroe,  and  Walter  Steinmetz,  Shreve¬ 
port,  have  been  accepted  at  the  Tulane 
School  of  Medicine;  Hugh  Gilmore, 
Dallas,  has  been  accepted  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Texas  School  of  Medicine  at 
Houston  and  Pat  Speck,  Houston,  has 
been  accepted  at  the  Texas  Tech 
School  of  Medicine  at  Lubbock. 

The  four  students  who  will  attend 
the  Shreveport  medical  school,  San¬ 
ders,  Greve,  Cotter  and  Waterfallen, 
are  completing  their  junior  year  at 
Centenary  under  the  3-1  program  and 
will  receive  their  bachelors  degree  from 
Centenary  next  year  following  the  suc¬ 
cessful  completion  of  their  first  year 
in  medical  school. 

Gilmore  graduated  from  Centenary 
in  1971  and  has  since  been  doing  re¬ 
search  work  at  the  M.D.  Anderson 
Hospital  and  Tumor  Institute  at  Hous¬ 
ton.  He  is  one  of  the  authors  of  a  pa¬ 
per  on  luekemia  published  in  Volume 
33  of  Cancer  Research,  the  most  wide¬ 
ly  accepted  publication  on  cancer  re¬ 
search  in  the  United  States. 

Steinmetz  was  accepted  at  two 
schools,  the  LSU  School  of  Dentistry, 
in  addition  to  Tulane,  but  chose  the 
latter  school. 

Another  of  the  students,  Frederick 
Bentley,  is  an  English  major  at  Cen¬ 
tenary,  while  the  rest  have  more  tra¬ 
ditional  pre-med  majors  in  biology. 


chemistry  and  physical  science. 

Dr.  Charles  B.  Lowrey,  adviser  to 
pre-medical  students  at  Centenary, 
said  unusually  high  scores  on  their 
MCAT  (Medical  College  Aptitude 
Test),  plus  a  high  overall  grade  point 
average,  are  responsible  for  the  good 
acceptance  rate  of  Centenary  students. 
“One  reason  our  MCAT  scores  are 
high  is  because  the  Centenary  faculty 
use  some  of  their  Saturdays  in  the  fall 
and  spring  before  the  tests  are  given 
to  tutor  the  students  in  English,  chem¬ 
istry,  biology  and  physics  in  order  to 
better  prepare  them  for  this  exam,” 
he  said.  Members  of  the  honorary  med¬ 
ical  student  fraternity.  Alpha  Epsilon, 
Delta  Chapter,  also  help  with  the  spe¬ 
cial  tutoring  sessions,  he  said. 

This  year’s  students  are  the  last  to 
be  started  on  their  medical  careers  by 
Dr.  Mary  Warters,  the  former  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Biology  Department  at 
Centenary  who  retired  three  years  ago. 
She  said  she  was  not  surprised  to  learn 
that  Centenary  was  continuing  as  a 
leader  in  pre-medical  training.  “This 
has  been  a  Centenary  trade-mark  down 
through  the  years  and  I  certainly  ex¬ 
pect  it  to  continue  in  the  future,”  she 
said. 

Sanders  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Zack  J.  Sanders,  803  Whittington 
Street,  Bossier  City;  Greve  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bertrand  J.  Greve, 
754  Lindholm  Street,  Shreveport; 
Waterfallen  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  B.  Waterfallen,  2758  Elmhurst 
Street,  Shreveport;  Cotter  is  the  son 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cotter,  7604 
Cresswell  Street,  Shreveport;  Haik  is 
the  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  George  Haik, 


News  in  Brief 

HIGH  SCHOOL  SENIORS  of  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  Shreveport,  were 
honored  during  a  recent  Sunday 
service.  Following  the  service, 
they  were  guests  of  the  WSCS  at  a 
luncheon  in  G.  M.  Anderson  Hall. 
The  church  presented  the  grad¬ 
uates  with  a  copy  of  the  New 
Testament  with  their  names  in¬ 
scribed  on  the  cover. 


New  Orleans;  Bentley  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  F.  R.  Bentley,  1807  Dolphin 
Street,  Shreveport;  Salisbury  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Salisbury,  Mon¬ 
roe;  Steinmetz  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Steinmetz,  2070  Holly  Oak 


Street,  Shreveport;  Gilmore  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vardaman  C.  Gil¬ 
more,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  and  Speck  is 
the  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 
Thomas  Speck,  Houston,  Tex. 
t 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 

The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual.  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 
good  working  order. 

STOP  LIST 


GREAT 
8*  Open  Diap 
2*  Fifteenth 
8*  Trumpet 


73  pipes 
some  notes 
73  pipes 


CHOIR 
8'  Hohl  Flute 
6*  Dulciana 
8'  Clarinet 


(low  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 


SWELL 

8*  Geigen  Principal 

8'  Stopped  Flute 
8'  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8*  Voix  Celeste 
A*  Flute  Harm. 

Z*  Flautino 
8*  Vox  Humane 


(lower  12  pipes 
missing) 

73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
61  pipes 
73  pipes  (??) 
some  are  bad* 
ly  bent 


PEDAL 

16*  Major  Bass  32  pipes 

16*  Lieblich  Giedeckt  12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 

Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 


What  can  you  do 
to  clean-up 
Dirty  Movies? 

PLENTY! 


I  Out  What  You  Can  Do  To 
Fight  Moral  Pollutiom___ 

MAIL  COUPON 
\ - NOW . 

Mail  To:  SMITESMUT  Dept.  A.3 
P.  O.  Box  4545 
Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 

Please  Rush  Me  BUMPER  STICKER  and 
Information  Packet  Today! 

□  Enclosed  is  $1.00  to  cover  postage  and 
printing. 

Name 


Address . 
kCity_ 


State. 


I  STEEPLES 

»  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 
•  CROSSES 

•  LIGHTED  SIGNS 

Write  lor  free 
color  brochure. 


Sp.ecicUtiei 


A/C  214  657-6524  Box  931  Henderson,  Texas  75652 


AT  THE 


OF  RUSTON 


MAXWELL'S  RESTAURANT 


Serving  Buffet  Each  Sunday 
After  Church  -  Noon 


John  Maxwell 

Your  Host  and  Interstate  20 

Innkeeper 
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Andy  Foreman  named 
Louisiana  Conference  Evangelist 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
now  has  an  evangelist. 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  A.  Foreman,  former 
pastor  at  Luling  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  New  Orleans  District, 
was  appointed  to  the  post  of  Con¬ 
ference  Evangelist,  by  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  at  the  recent  Aimual  Con¬ 
ference  Session. 

This  is  the  first  such  appointment 
in  recent  history.  The  Conference 
Board  of  Evangelism  unanimously 
voted  for  Mr,  Foreman,  known 
throughout  the  Conference  as  “Andy,” 
to  receive  this  post. 

Prior  to  the  appointment,  an  inter¬ 
denominational  group  of  16  lay  men 
and  women  from  Louisiana  and  Texas 
met  in  Alexandria  in  May  to  form  a 
council  which  will  support  the  “Andy 
Foreman  Ministry  in  Evangelism.” 

According  to  Foreman,  the  council 
will  offer  counsel  and  guidance  in  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  ministry,  help  pro¬ 
mote  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
through  all  media,  form  a  non-profit 
foundation  and  set  up  a  budget.  The 


Lay  Retreat  program  announced 


' ' 


The  17th  Annual  Lay  Retreat  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  held  July 
28-29  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  according  to  information  from 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
office.  Dr.  Millard  J.  Bienvenu,  Sr.  of 
Northwestern  State  University  will  be 
the  pro^am  leader.  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  will  preach  for  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service. 

Theme  for  the  Retreat  will  be:  “A 
Better  Family  Life,  Through  Better 
Communication.” 

The  weekend  activities  will  begin 
on  Saturday  at  12:00  o’clock  noon 
with  registration  in  James  Dormitory 
Lobby.  The  opening  session  to  be  held 
in  Brown  Chapel  with  Conference  Lay 
Leader  Tom  Matheny  presiding,  will 
begin  at  2  p.m.  At  3:15  p.m.  Dr.  Mil¬ 
lard  Bienvenue  will  speak  on  the  sub¬ 
ject:  “Communications  as  a  Means  of 
Enriching  Family  Life,”  and  will  con¬ 
duct  communications  exercises.  The 
Pacemakers  are  scheduled  to  present 
a  program  in  Brown  Chapel  at  7  p.m., 
and  Dr.  Bienvenu  will  make  a  second 
presentation  on  “Narrowing  The 
Gaps,”  at  8  p.m.  Question  and  answer 
periods  will  follow  each  of  Dr,  Bien- 
venu’s  presentations. 

A  6:30  a.m.  Communion  Service  in 
Hargrove  Bandshell  will  begin  the 
Sunday  program.  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lucg, 
Sr.,  Shreveport  District  superintendent. 


assisted  by  United  Methodist  Men  of 
Barksdale  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  officiate.  Following  Sunday  break¬ 
fast,  Dr.  Bienvenu  will  make  his  final 
retreat  presentation  on  the  subject, 
“I’m  O.K.— You’re  O.K.”  Bishop 
Crutchfield  is  scheduled  to  preach  at 
the  1 1  a.m.  worship  service. 

Adjournment  will  follow  the  noon¬ 
time  lunch. 


In  Alexandria,  Baton  Rouge, 
Natchitoches  Districts.  .  .  . 


Churches  designated  for 
1000  Cluh  assistance 


council  is  expected  to  include  commit¬ 
tees  on  policy  and  personnel,  finance, 
program  development  and  program 
evaluation. 

Foreman  said  it  was  necessary  to 
foim  the  council  even  before  his  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  position,  so  “we  will 
have  a  base  of  operation.” 

Mr.  Foreman,  who  will  leave  23 
years  of  pastoral  ministry  to  become 
an  evangelist  said  the  ministry  is  one 
of  faith  in  which  no  support  of  salary, 
parsonage  or  other  expenses  has  been 
sought  from  the  conference  or  of  any 
people  who  have  been  invited  to  be 
council  members. 

The  United  Methodist  Church, 
which  for  more  than  two  centuries  was 
strongly  evangelistic,  has  since  the 
1920’s  been  more  closely  identified 
with  Christian  education  and  move¬ 
ments  for  social  reform.  One  church¬ 
man  estimated  that  it  has  been  at  least 
35  or  40  years  since  the  Louisiana  con¬ 
ference  has  had  an  evangelist. 


Since  1952,  the  year  of  origin  of  the 
1000  Club  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  a  total  of  56  “Calls”  have 
been  made  in  the  amount  of  $10,000 
each,  for  a  total  of  $560,000. 

Forty-eight  new,  relocated,  and  re¬ 
placed  churches  have  been  constructed; 
one  prison  chapel  and  one  hospital 
chapel  have  been  built  or  projected; 
three  churches  are  in  process  of  being 
constructed. 

The  past  conference  year,  these 
three  calls  were  successfully  completed: 

1.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baldwin,  La.,  in  the  Lafayette  District 

2.  Kilboume  United  Methodist 
Church,  Kilboume,  La.,  in  the  Monroe 
District 

3.  Thirkield  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bogalusa,  La.,  in  the  Ham¬ 
mond  District 

The  three  new  calls,  for  the  1973- 
Second  Mission  Tour  next  week.  ,  .  , 


1974  Conference  Year,  are: 

1.  James  Chapel/Prospect  United 
Methodist  Churches,  in  the  Natchi¬ 
toches  District  ($10,000  to  be  divided 
equally  between  these  two  churches) 

2.  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church,  at  Melville,  La.,  in  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District 

3.  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  District 

Officers  of  the  1000  Club,  which  is 
a  part  of  the  Conference  Board  of  the 
Laity,  and  related  to  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  were  elected  at  the  recent  meet¬ 
ing  held  during  Annual  Conference. 
Herbert  C.  Moffett  of  West  Monroe 
was  re-elected  chairman;  Ernest  C. 
Arnold  of  New  Orleans  was  elected 
vice-chairman,  and  John  W.  Trotter  of 
New  Iberia  was  re-elected  secretary- 
treasurer. 

t 


Sager-Brown  to  be  visited 


The  second  of  six  tours  of  Confer¬ 
ence  Advance  projects  will  be  held  this 
next  Thursday,  June  28th.  Sager- 
Brown  School  at  Baldwin  is  the  site  of 
this  second  in  a  series  of  informative 
tours  sponsored  by  the  Conference 
Board  of  Missions 

Sager-Brown  School,  a  school  and 
home  for  boys  and  girls  from  kinder¬ 
garten  through  the  8th  grade,  has  as 
it’s  purpose  to  provide  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  and  where  needed  a  home  in  an 
atmosphere  where  the  basic  concern 
for  growth  is  grounded  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  There  are  facilities  to  care 
for  sixty  children.  The  pupils  and  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  home  are  placed  through 
families  and  welfare  agencies  or  by  the 

Brochures  are  being  mailed  to  each 
pastor,  local  church  lay  leader,  district 
^perintendents  and  district  lay  leaders 
in  the  Conference.  They  contain  pre¬ 
registration  forms.  Persons  planning  to 
attend  are  urged  to  register  now 
t 


court. 

Those  planning  to  attend  this  tour 
are  asked  to  meet  at  the  school  at 
1:00  p.m.  and  bring  a  sack  lunch  for 
themselves  and  one  other  person,  to 
be  shared  with  a  resident  of  the  school. 
All  interested  persons  are  invited. 

Other  Advance  Special  projects  to 
be  visited  during  the  summer  are,  July 
13,  Hughes  Methodist  Church  and 
Center  and  Cultural  Arts  Center,  Wes¬ 
ley  Church,  both  in  Baton  Rouge;  and 
Scotts  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Port  Allen;  July  26,  six 
projects  within  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict;  August  10,  South  Monroe  Larger 
Parish  in  the  Monroe  District;  and 
August  24,  the  Metropolitan  Minis¬ 
tries  of  Greater  Shreveport. 

The  first  tour  was  to  the  MacDon- 
ell  Methodist  Services,  Inc.  Home 
and  the  Dulac  Community  Center, 
both  in  Houma.  About  fifty  persons 
were  present  for  that  tour. 

T 


Groundbreaking  services  for  a  chapel 
to  be  erected  at  Merritt  Mountain 
Church  Park  at  Many  were  held  re¬ 
cently.  Participants  included  (left 
to  right)  Hoy  Leach,  Kenneth  Leach, 
W.  A.  Walters,  J.  D.  Scott,  the  Rev. 
W.  V.  Sirman,  pastor  of  Many  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  C.  R.  Am¬ 
mons,  president  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  and  originator  of  the  Park. 
The  chapel  to  be  built  in  the  form 
of  a  steamboat,  patterned  after  the 
Robert  E.  Lee,  will  seat  around 
200  persons  and  will  cost  approxi¬ 
mately  $20,000.  The  park  is  located 
on  a  27-acre  site  on  the  shore  of 
Toledo  Bend  Lake  and  will  include, 
when  completed,  a  beach  and  pic¬ 
nic  area,  the  chapel,  an  amphi¬ 
theatre,  and  lookout  tower.  The 
facilities  are  open  to  use  by 
churches.  Interested  groups  should 
contact  C.  R.  Ammons,  Many,  La. 
7 1449. 


Mission  tour  group  visits  Community  Center  at 
Dulac. 


James  Bopp,  director  at 
Dulac  explains  program. 


Jerry  Bridges,  director 
at  MacDonelTs  tells 
visitors  about  the  home. 


Mission  tour  group  visits  MacDonell  Children’s 
Home  facilities. 


Mission  Tour  group  gets  first  hand  information 


The  Rev.  Howard  L.  Milo,  associate 
director.  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  led  a  large  group  recently  to 
tour  the  MacDonell  Methodist  Ser¬ 
vice,  Inc.  Home  in  Houma,  La.,  and 
the  Dulac  Community  Center  in  that 
community.  This  was  the  first  of  the 
projected  Louisiana  Conference  Mis¬ 
sion  tours  for  the  1973-1974  Confer¬ 
ence  Year. 

The  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley,  Lafay¬ 


ette  District  missionary  secretary  was 
host  for  the  tour.  Mr.  Milo,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Missions  was  the  leader  of  the  group. 

A  group  of  50  persons  visited  the 
MaeDonell  Center  in  Houma  where 
Director  Jerry  Bridges  and  staff  pre¬ 
sented  the  facilities.  Mr.  Bridges  ex¬ 
plained  how  financial  gifts  may  be 
made  to  the  home.  Through  a  “Me¬ 
morial  Plaque”,  one  to  $500;  2.  A 


“Memorial  Walk”  (granite  marker 
inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  donor(s) 
at  an  oak  tree  on  the  grounds:  $501 
to  $100.  3.  Individual  giving  from  $5 
to  $100  or  more. 

Mr.  James  Bopp,  director  of  the  Du¬ 
lac  Coniimunity  Center  at  Dulac, 
greeted  the  group  and  told  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  eenter,  which  is  concerned 
with  helping  the  local  people  start 
their  own  business  as  well  as  care  for, 


and  educate  their  children.  Missionary 
district  secretaries  present  were  the 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland  of  Hammond 
District  and  the  Rev.  Ed  House,  Jr., 
of  the  Monroe  District. 

The  next  Conference  Mission  Tour 
scheduled  will  be  to  the  Sager-Brown 
School  in  Baldwin,  La.  on  June  28. 
Those  coming  are  asked  to  bring  a  sack 
lunch  for  a  picnic  scheduled  for  1  p.m. 
at  the  school. 


List  of  Heritage 
Tour  leaders 
for  1973  revised 

A  revised  list  of  Tour  Leaders  for 
the  1973  UNITED  METHODIST 
HERITAGE  TOUR  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  National  Methodist 
Heritage  Advisory  Board.  The  Tour  is 
sponsored  by  the  annual  conference 
Historical  Society  and  the  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History. 

Persons  interested  in  the  Tour,  which 
departs  from  Shreveport  on  Monday, 
Nov.  19,  are  advised  to  contact  their 
District  Director  or  nearby  Tour 
Leader. 

DISTRICT  DIRECTORS; 

Alexandria  and  Monroe  Districts: 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie,  411  Sher- 
rouse,  Monroe,  La.  71201 

Baton  Rouge  District:  Rev.  William 
C.  Blakely,  Rt.  1,  Box  360,  Baker, 
La.  70714 

Hammond  District:  Rev.  W,  R.  Irv¬ 
ing,  P.  O.  Box  1143,  Bogalusa,  La. 
70427 

Lafayette  District:  Rev.  Jerry  A. 
Means,  P.  O.  Box  2039,  Lafayette, 
La.  70501 

Lake  Charles  District:  Rev.  War¬ 
ren  Blakeman,  401  Ruth  St.,  Sulphur, 
La.  70663 

Natchitoches  District:  Rev.  Edward 
O.  Pickens,  P.  O.  Box  812,  Mansfield, 
La.  71057 

New  Orleans  District:  Rev.  J. 
Pierce  McKeithen,  1721  So.  Carrolton, 
New  Orleans,  La.  70118 

Ruston  District:  Rev.  George  W. 
Harkins,  604  Pine,  Springhill,  La. 
71075 

Shreveport  District:  Rev.  William 
E.  Nolan,  5855  Dianne,  Shreveport, 
La.  71109 

Other  Tour  Leaders:  Rev.  Robert 
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Some  of  the  participants  in  the  celebration  of  the  150th  anniversary  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  at  New  Iberia.  (From  left)  Mrs.  B.  E.  Fox,  Sr., 
sesquicentennial  general  chairman,  the  Rev.  Lester  Nance,  a  former  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell,  Lafayette  District  superinten¬ 
dent;  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  past  district  superintendent,  Mrs.  Barron, 
wife  of  the  late  Duke  Barron,  a  former  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Tommy  Ber¬ 
geron,  a  former  associate  pastor. 


Discussing  the  long  history  of  the  New  Iberia  church  (left  to  right)  John 
A.  Trotter,  Mike  Marcell,  Mrs.  Vida  (Nereaux)  Hall,  Lynn  Derouen  and 
Miss  Katie  Burnham,  and  the  Rev.  Fred  Flurry,  pastor.  Trotter,  Mrs.  Hall 
and  Miss  Burnham  have  been  members  for  more  than  50  years.  Marcell 
and  Derouen  are  among  the  younger  active  members  of  the  congregation. 


Dr.  Handy 
honored  with 
doctoral  degrees 

Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  former  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Mark  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  received  two 
honorary  doctoral  degrees  during  May, 
one  from  Huston-Tillotson  College, 
Austin,  Tex.  and  the  other  from  Wiley 
College,  Marshall,  Tex. 

A  native  of  New  Orleans,  Handy 
presently  serves  as  vice  president  of 
Personnel  and  Public  Relations  and 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Com¬ 
mission  officer  at  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Handy  received  his  ministerial  edu¬ 
cation  at  Gammon  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  (now  Interdenominational  The¬ 
ological  Center),  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology, 
He  was  pastor  at  Newman  Church, 
Alexandria,  before  his  assignment  to 
St.  Mark.  Positions  in  United  Metho¬ 
dism  have  included  trustee  of  the  new 
Orleans  Area,  trustee  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference,  chairman  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Evangelism 
and  the  Conference  Board  of  the  Min¬ 
istry. 

Handy  has  served  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Community  Advance¬ 
ment,  Inc.  (GEO),  Baton  Rouge;  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Manpower  De¬ 
velopment,  Inc.,  Baton  Rouge.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  United  States 
Committee  on  Civil  Rights  and  the 
Economic  Development  and  Educa¬ 
tional  Committee  of  the  Urban  League 
of  Nashville. 

Articles  by  Handy  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  The  Central  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,  The  Foundation,  Religion  in 
Life,  and  Abingdon  Church  Bulletins. 

Handy,  his  wife,  Ruth  Odessa,  and 
their  two  children  live  in  Nashville. 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited. 


"Go  Ye,  therefore  into  part  of  the  world 


Most  of  us  grew  up  in  a  Methodist  church  which  was  proud  of  its 
“foreign  mission  field.”  Seldom  did  a  Sunday  go  by  in  which  we  did  not 
hear  of  our  far-flung  missionaries  and  their  work. 

To  be  sure  some  of  our  “missionary-ism”  may  have  diverted  our 
attention  from  problems  at  home  and  may,  for  a  few,  have  been  a  cop- 
out  in  that  by  doing  good  works  elsewhere  we  felt  excused  from  those 
which  should  have  been  fulfilled  at  home.  But  in  reality  it  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  if  not  impossible  to  measure  the  impact  for  good  that  Methodist 
missions  have  achieved  in  the  past  and  present. 

But  the  pendulum  swings  and  we  find  ourselves  in  an  indefensible 
position  today  in  regard  to  our  Lord’s  commission  to  “go  into  all  the 
world.”  Four  years  ago  our  United  Methodist  Church  had  1,300  mission¬ 
aries  in  the  field.  Today  there  are  about  950.  If  support  of  our  world-wide 
mission  work  continues  at  its  present  rate  this  number  will  drop  to  about 
885  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

Not  all  causes  for  this  decline  are  negative.  'Increased  leadership  by 
national  churchmen  has  been  an  encouraging  reality  and  goal.  But  the 
major  reason  for  this  decline  was  lack  of  funds.  During  this  last  four-year 
period  giving  for  world  missionary  support  through  our  General  Advance 
Specials  has  decreased  from  $4,000,000  to  $3,300,000  annually. 

While  we  are  in  a  time  of  transition  in  our  mission  philosophy,  it  is 
difficult  to  believe  that  our  faithfulness  to  our  Lord’s  great  commission 
can  be  fulfilled  by  pulling  in  our  forces.  It  seems  particularly  e.ssential 
that  the  church  in  the  U.S..  at  this  time  when  we  are  “drawing  in”  in  so 
many  other  facets  of  our  life,  maintain  increasing  dialogue  and  exchange 
with  persons  from  all  over  the  world. 

Our  concern  in  this  area  must  not  be  from  merely  nostalgic  reasons, 
as  suggested  by  the  first  paragraph  of  this  editorial.  Our  concern  about 
foreign  and  local  missions  alike  is  primary  because  such  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  vital  to  our  understanding  of  the  universality 
of  the  church. 

We  are  in  a  time  when  our  attention  is  focused  upon  uursdves. 
We’ve  got  so  many  problems  in  our  own  house  that  it  hardly  behooves 
os  to  go  into  someone  else’s.  But  really  we  have  no  choice.  If  we  are  to 
be  faithful  we  will  go  next  door  and  across  the  planet  to  share  what  God 
in  Jesus  Christ  is  doing. 

t 

A  Lot  of  Both 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  a  leading  evangelist  has  said  that  Watergate 
is  the  judgement  of  God  upon  our  nation.  I  suspect  that  is  true  —  at 
least  up  to  a  point. 

But  what  concerns  me  about  such  statements  —  and  this  may  be 
nit-picking  —  is  that  they  can  be  interpreted  to  be  putting  the  blame  on 
God  for  a  lot  of  bad  things  his  kids  are  up  to. 

I’m  sure  that  those  who  prefer  to  put  it  this  way  mean  that  God  is 
judging  America  for  our  sins.  Nothing  wrong  here.  It’s  certainly  true.  But 
why  not  begin  with  man’s  part  in  the  mess  and  face  up  to  our  primary 
responsibility  first  by  acknowledging  that  in  Watergate  and  in  every 
other  moral  mess  we  reap  what  we  have  sown  and  we  bring  down  upon 
ourselves  the  wages  of  our  own  sin. 

I’m  talking  about  a  point  of  view  that  is  reflected  in  so  much  relig¬ 
ious  thinking  these  days:  that  we  can  pas?  the  buck  to  either  God  or  to 
the  devil.  “The  devil  made  me  do  it”  may  be  exactly  right.  “It’s  the  will 
of  the  Lord”  may  be  perfectly  true.  But  its  all  too  easy  to  excuse  our 
own  human  sin  by  ascribing  responsibility  to  God  or  to  Satan. 

Let’s  tell  it  like  it  is.  Watergate  and  every  other  human  mess  may 
well  bring  the  judgment  of  God  upon  us.  But  God  is  in  the  redeeming 
and  saving  business.  We  bring  the  need  for  such  redemption  upon  our¬ 
selves. 


J.S.W. 


0^^ 


Think  about  the  Children 

For  some  reason  or  other,  and  I  really  don’t  know  why,  I  must  think 
with  you  about  the  children.  Not  about  yours  or  mine  especially,  but 
about  all  our  children,  the  children  of  the  world. 

Just  now,  in  hanging  a  picture  in  my  office  (a  lovely  woodcarving 
of  The  Last  Supper  —  a  carving  showing  only  adults),  I  thought  about 
the  children  whom  Jesus  loved  and  bade  come  to  him. 

We  can  be  very  solicitous  and  patronizing  about  children.  We 
wrongly  single  them  out  as  objects  of  attention  when  in  reality  they,  like 
all  human  beings,  are  subjects  for  love.  And  so  many  of  the  world’s  chil¬ 
dren  are  dying  right  now  for  lack  of  love. 

Think  then  about  the  children.  The  children  of  India,  of  Kansas 
City,  of  Russia,  of  New  Orleans  and  of  Fayetteville,  of  Cape  Town  and 
of  your  neighborhood  and  mine. 

Think  of  the  children  of  broken  homes.  The  abused  children.  The  un¬ 
wanted  children.  The  frightened  children.  The  loved  children.  The  spoiled 
children.  The  rich  and  the  poor  children.  The  well  children.  The  sick 
children.  The  happy  and  the  sad  children.  Think  of  the  children. 

What  do  they  need,  deserve,  the  most?  They  need  to  be  hugged, 
kissed,  understood,  disciplined,  corrected,  praised,  approved,  held  close, 
set  free  to  fail  and  they  need  to  be  “shot  forth  as  arrows”  from  ourselves 
as  bows,  as  Kahlil  Gibran  says  somewhere cabout  the  role  of  the  parent. 
So  let  us  think,  always,  about  the  children. 

While  “children”  are  not  especially  on  our  church  calendars  just 
now  they  are  never  out  of  season  for  the  human  who  seeks  to  add  the 
Christian  dimension  to  his  life.  So  think  and  cry  a  little  and  laugh  some 
with  the  children.  For  such  each  of  us  once  was  and  by  the  grace  of  God 
yet  still  may  be. 


"How  to  Know  Everything"  or 

"Why  Some  Preachers  Have  to  Retire" 

All  these  years  those  of  you  who  haven’t  been  able  to  go  to  the  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  Annual  Conference  have  been  told  what  you  missed.  And 
truly  you  do  miss  a  lot  that  can  never  really  be  recaptured.  Some  things, 
however,  remain  just  as  well  unrecaptured.  As  a  service  to  you  in  the 
“See  what  you  missed”  Department,  we  submit  the  following. 

One  of  our  well  known  and  still-loved-anyway  ministers  (who,  by 
the  way,  retired  the  day  following  this  episode)  inflicted  us  with  this  dur¬ 
ing  a  debate.  Having  stated  that  he  “didn’t  know  everything  about  the 
matter  at  hand,”  he  did  have  his  conviction  and  was  reminded  of  the 
woman  who  was  being  prepared  for  surgery.  The  doctor  told  her  they 
would  have  to  give  her  gas  during  the  operation.  “Will  I  know  everything 
when  I  come  out  from  under  the  gas?,”  she  asked.  The  doctor  replied 
“That’s  asking  a  lot  of  the  gas!” 


J.S.W. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Changes  in  worship  style  and  the  inner  structure  of 
church  buildings,  designed  to  win  back  the  “lost 
generation,”  have  been  urged  in  Edinburgh  (Scot¬ 
land)  by  the  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  national  Church  of  Scotland  (Presbyterian). 
The  Rt.  Rev.  George  T.  H.  Reid  said  a  change  in 
attitudes  and  thinking  is  essential,  as  he  stressed 
the  need  to  end  the  Church’s  inclination  to  look 
backwards  instead  of  forward. 

Although  income  rose  and  membership  de¬ 
clined  in  the  United  Church  of  Canada  last 
year,  according  to  data  released  in  Toronto, 
church  officials  expressed  no  worry  about  the 
membership  loss.  Observers  said  that  thousands 
joined  the  churches  in  the  Fifties  and  Sixties 
when  it  was  “the  thing  to  do.”  One  church 
executive  commented  that  the  situation  then 
was  “artificial,  with  people  cominig  in  the  front 
door  and  going  out  the  back.”  “Analyas  would 
show  that  new  forms  of  worship  and  purging 
the  services  of  some  of  the  old  liturgical  expres¬ 
sions  are  drawing  people  back,”  he  said. 


Dr.  Will  Herberg,  a  historian  and  theologian  at 
Drew  University  (Madison,  N.J.),  says  religious  “be¬ 
longing”  in  America  has  become  primarily  a  form 
of  “self-identification  and  social  location”  and  has 
thus  become  “more  and  more  vacuous”  —  empty. 
Nevertheless,  he  added  in  an  interview  on  “Religion 
in  the  U.S.  —  Where  It’s  Headed”  by  U.S.  News 
and  World  Report,  “In  numbers  at  least,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  are  probably  the  most  religious  of  all 
Western  nations.” 

Rabbi  Balfour  Brickner,  prominent  leader  in 
Reform  Judaism,  told  a  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Interfaith  Activities  of  Reform 
Judaism,  that  Watergate  may  “restore  social 
action  to  the  churches  and  synagogues  of  Amer¬ 
ica.”  He  declared  that  “the  revelations  of  the 
breadth  and  depth  of  moral  corruption  in  this 
country  are  beginning  to  show  the  American 
people  what  can  and  does  happen  when  they 
either  retreat  from  involvement  in  society  or 
delegate  their  responsibilities  to  others.” 

According  to  a  Religious  News  Service  release  from 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  two  bishops  —  one  Roman 
Catholic  and  one  United  Methodist  —  were  sche¬ 
duled  to  lead  an  ecumenical  worship  service  for  Key 
73  on  Pentecost  Sunday.  Roman  Catholic  Bishop 
Robert  E.  Tracy  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Diocese  was 
to  give  the  invocation  and  benediction  and  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  was  to  deliver  the  principal 
sermon  at  the  prayer  service  at  Catholic  Life  Cen¬ 
ter,  with  clergymen  from  other  denominations  as¬ 
sisting  with  other  elements  of  worship. 


The  California  Legislature  has  called  on  Congress 
to  support  Sen.  Gaylord  Nelson  of  Wisconsin  and 
his  legislation  for  freezing  postal  rates  of  the  first 
250,000  issues  of  newspapers  and  magazines  at  the 
level  of  June  1,  1972.  “Congress  for  178  years  has 
encouraged  the  education  of  the  American  people 
through  the  widest  distribution  of  newspapers  and 
periodicals  by  means  of  a  national  subsidy  in  the 
form  of  lower  postal  rates,”  the  joint  resolution 
noted. 

“This  was  the  first  peaceful  May  I’ve  had  in  my 
four  years  here,”  said  Father  Robert  J.  Henle, 
SJ.,  president  of  Georgetown  University  in 
Washington,  D.C.  “Students,  especially  the  al¬ 
truistic  ones,  decided  you  don’t  change  society 
by  demonstrations,  slogans  or  violence,”  he  said. 
“Altruism  is  not  gone  among  students;  it  is 
tempered  by  the  facts  of  life,”  the  educator 
added.  Noting  that  the  drug  problem  on  cam¬ 
pus  is  less  serious  now  than  it  was,  he  attributed 
part  of  the  improvement  to  the  “increasin^y 
good  job”  high  schools  and  local  communities 
around  the  country  are  doing  in  drug  educa¬ 
tion.  Another  phenomenon  Father  Henle  has 
observed  is  that  the  relationship  between  older 
and  younger  people  has  improved.. 

Dr.  Perry  E.  Gresham,  Disciples  of  Christ  educator, 
maintains  that  in  order  to  survive,  private  colleges 
— including  those  with  church  ties  —  should  develop 
specialty  programs  and  services.  In  a  new  book 
called  Campbell  and  the  Colleges,  Dr.  Gresham  in¬ 
sists  that  private  institutions  could  play  a  needed 
creative  role  by  developing  new  programs  in  com¬ 
munications  and  commerce,  ecclesiastical  music, 
languages,  religious  education  and  intercultural  and 
international  relations.  Concerning  church-related 
colleges,  he  writes,  “A  college  could  gain  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  developing  Christian  lawyers,  Christian  phy¬ 
sicians  or  Christian  businessmen  and  occupy  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  great  importance.” 

Graduates  at  McMaster  Divinity  College 
(Hamilton,  Ontario),  were  warned  by  British 
Baptist,  the  Rev.  George  Beasley-Murray,  that 
the  first  ministerial  temptation  is  to  “sit  loose 
to  the  message  which  has  been  given  you  for 
the  world,  whether  through  accommodating  it 
to  the  taste  of  the  hearers,  or  using  it  to  gain  a 
following  for  yourself.” 


A  joint  working  committee  of  the  New  Zealand 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the  Catholic 
Church  asserts  that  despite  a  rising  divorce  rate, 
statistics  indicate  marriage  is  still  the  most  pop- 
idar  institution  of  society  and  that  there  has 
been  no  widespread  rejection  of  marriage  as  a 
permanent  relationship  in  New  Zealand.  But 
the  committee  declared  that  family  life  was 
“increasingly  subjected  to  stresses  imposed  by 
an  acquisitive  and  competitive  society.”  “It  is  in 
this  area,”  the  report  said,  “that  we  have 
worked,  seeking  to  find  ways  by  which  the 
Christian  church  can  witness  more  clemly  and 
helpfully  to  its  best  vision  of  what  life  can  be.” 


A  Southern  Presbyterian  clergyman,  the  Rev.  James 
L.  Doom  of  Atlanta,  received  the  highest  honor  of 
the  Guild  for  Religious  Architecture  at  a  recent  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Nat’l.  Interfaith  Conference  on  Religion 
and  Architecture  in  Minneapolis.  In  the  keynote  ad¬ 
dress  of  the  conference,  the  long  time  consultant  on 
architecture  said  that  one  change  is  appearing  every¬ 
where  in  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  Worship 
alike:  Leaders  want  to  involve  the  people  in  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  worship,  and  the  people  want  to  be  in¬ 
volved.  Mr.  Doom  said  “Our  God  is  the  kind  of 
God  who  speaks  to  us  at  the  kitchen  stove  as  well  as 
at  the  Lord’s  table.  He  is  present  in  the  kindergarten 
as  well  as  in  the  choir.  His  word  of  salvation  may 
be  heard  in  the  parking  lot  as  well  as  in  the  preach¬ 
ing  ...  If  we  open  ourselves  to  Him,  the  Spirit  of 
God  informs  all  concepts  of  a  building  program.” 

A  new  Baptist  chapel,  dedicated  to  the  memory 
of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  slain  American 
civil  rights  leader,  was  opened  in  Szeged,  Buda¬ 
pest.  According  to  Hungarian  Radio,  the  Rev. 
Janos  Lackzkovszki,  president  of  the  Hungarian 
Baptist  Church  and  vice-president  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  World  Alliance,  officiated  at  the  dedica¬ 
tion  ceremony.  The  broadcast  said  that  letters 
from  King’s  widow,  Coretta  and  his  father 
were  read  during  the  ceremony. 

The  New  York  State  Catholic  Committee  has  urged 
Gov.  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller  to  veto  a  bill,  passed 
by  the  legislature,  which  would  eliminate  the  con¬ 
ciliation  or  “cooling  off”  period  required  under  the 
current  divorce  law.  A  spokesman  for  the  commit¬ 
tee,  charged  that  the  legislature’s  action  destroys  the 
“efforts  of  our  New  York  courts  to  save  marriages 
headed  for  divorce  or  annulment.” 

A  sociological  study  conumissioned  by  the  Brit- 
'ish  Council  of  Churches  has  revealed  that  many 
English  churches  are  burdened  with  outdated, 
under-used  property  “wasteful  of  resources  and 
in  danger  of  dictating  the  pattern  and  practice 
of  local  church  life.”  The  report — “Church, 
Property  and  People”  stated  that  “the  clergy 
and  core  of  active  members”  are  forced  to 
spend  a  great  deal  of  their  time  in  building  care 
and  administration,  and  thus  “the  most  impor¬ 
tant  things  may  receive  scant  attention.” 


DUBL'N  -  Flanked  by  his  wife,  Rita,  and  daughter,  Nessa,  Erskine  H.  Childers 
is  all  smiles  after  the  English-born  Protestant  was  elected  president  of  the 
overwhelmingly  Roman  Catholic  Republic  of  Ireland.  Although  born  in  London 
in  1905,  Mr.  Childers  is  the  inheritor  of  one  of  the  great  names  of  Irish  Repub¬ 
lican  politics.  His  father,  Robert  Erskine,  was  executed  in  1922  for  his  work 
on  behalf  of  Irish  independence.  The  second  Protestant  president  of  a  95  per 
cent  Catholic  country,  Mr.  Childers  succeeds  91-year-old  Eamon  de  Valera. 
(RNS  Photo) 
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Governor  Edwards  requests 
survey  of  Louisiana  Indians 


During  the  month  of  June  a  survey 
is  being  conducted  to  find  and  count 
Louisiana  Indians.  Information  gained 
in  the  survey  will  become  the  basis 
for  directing  Indians  to  various 
sources  of  economic  and  educational 
aid,  such  as  scholarships,  housing 
money  and  other  resources  to  aid  the 
Indians’  economy. 

According  to  an  article  in  the  Min- 
den  Press-Herald  of  May  29,  1973, 
Addys  Foster,  a  resident  of  Minden  is 
in  charge  of  the  project  in  the  North¬ 
ern  Louisiana  area. 

The  survey,  which  is  based  on  a 
questionnaire,  prepared  at  the  Gulf 
South  Research  Institute  in  Baton 
Rouge,  is  being  handled  by  Indians. 

Governor  Edwin  Edwards  has  or¬ 
dered  the  survey  in  order  to  find  all 
Louisiana  Indians  and  to  put  together 
information  that  can  be  used  to  sup¬ 
port  programs  to  benefit  Indians.  Gulf 
South  was  hired  by  the  Governor’s 
Commission  on  Indian  Affairs  to  get 
the  facts.  This  survey  is  the  first  regis¬ 
tration  of  Louisiana  Indians  that  has 
ever  taken  place. 

Mrs.  Foster  estimated  that  3,000  In¬ 
dians  are  scattered  around  our  area. 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
MEMBER  AMONG 
42  ILIFF  GRADUATES 

Malcolm  E.  Finnell,  a  native  of 
Shreveport,  La.,  and  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  was  one  of  42 
persons  to  receive  degrees  at  the  68th 
annual  commencement  exercises  June 
7  at  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology, 
Denver,  Colo. 

Finnell,  who  received  a  master  of 
divinity  degree,  will  serve  as  associate 
pastor  of  Trinity  Church,  Ruston.  The 
Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  is  senior  min¬ 
ister. 

Dr.  Chester  A.  Pennington,  profes¬ 
sor  of  preaching  and  worship  at  Iliff, 
spoke  at  the  ceremonies. 

t 


H.  H.  “Hap”  Smith  of  Bossier 
City  is  shown  with  the  plaque 
awarded  him  at  Annual  Conference 
for  his  service  as  lay  leader  in 
the  Shreveport  District  for  the 
past  five  years.  “Hap”  is  post¬ 
master  in  Bossier  City. 


They  have  more  or  less  merged  into 
the  general  society.  As  Mrs.  Foster 
said,  “They  live  just  like  everybody 
else.” 

According  to  Commissioner  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs  David  Garrison,  in  speak¬ 
ing  to  a  gathering  of  Indians  last  month 
to  discuss  the  survey,  any  person  who 
recognizes  himself  or  herself  as  an  In¬ 
dian  and  is  recognized  as  an  Indian  by 
neighbors  can  be  counted  as  an  Indian 
in  the  survey. 

In  addition,  according  to  one  GSRI 
research  assistant,  a  person  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  an  Indian  if  he  or  she  is  at 
least  a  fourth  Indian  by  blood;  that  is, 
if  the  person  has  an  Indian  grandpar¬ 
ent. 

Although  the  information  discovered 
by  the  survey  will  be  analyzed  and 
published  in  public  report,  personal  in¬ 
formation  that  could  specifically  iden¬ 
tify  an  Indian  will  be  confidential.  The 
Federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is 
not  involved  in  the  survey  but  it  will 
receive  a  copy  of  the  report. 

The  Coushattas  of  Louisiana  con¬ 
ducted  their  own  survey  last  fall  and 
their  information  will  be  included  in 
the  final  report. 

Persons  who  want  to  be  counted  as 
Indians  in  Louisiana  should  contact 
Addys  Foster,  507  Myers  Street,  Min¬ 
den,  La.  71055,  377-3669.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Indian  organization  In¬ 
dian  Angels  of  Baton  Rouge, 
t 
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B.  Crichlow,  Jr.,  819  Church,  Jen¬ 
nings,  La.  70546;  Rev.  L.  Ray  Bran- 
ton,  P.  O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104;  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  310 
Park  Avenue,  West  Monroe,  La. 
71291;  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  205  So. 
College,  Marionville,  Mo.  65705;  Mrs. 
Louise  Bennett,  311  Hudson  Lane, 
Monroe,  La.  71201. 

t 

Broadmoor  Church 
holds  Choir  Festival 
and  Awards  Night 

During  a  recent  Choir  Festival  and 
Awards  Night  at  Broadmoor  Church, 
Shreveport,  a  total  of  138  awards  were 
presented  to  choir  members. 

The  Cherub,  Junior,  Youth,  and 
Chancel  Choirs  each  performed  spe¬ 
cial  music  and  then  joined  in  singing 
“Let  There  Be  Peace  On  Earth.” 

Young  choir  members  received 
Perfect  Attendance  Awards,  Best  At¬ 
tendance  Awards,  Honor  Awards.  The 
Chancel  Choir  members  received 
4iwards  in  accordance  with  the  num¬ 
ber  of  years  they  have  served.  Re¬ 
ceiving  bars  for  the  greatest  number 
of  years  —  32  —  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Gillespie. 

Mrs.  Daisy  Duncan  is  Cherub  Choir 
director;  Miss  Norma  Jean  Locke  di¬ 
rects  the  other  three  choirs. 

Following  the  festival,  the  choirs 
were  honored  at  a  reception  given  by 
the  Music  Committee. 

Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor  Church. 


An  “open  house”  and  a  Service  of  Consecration  were  held  recently  at  the 
new  parsonage  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bastrop.  Shown  (left  to 
right)  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLeod  Harrelson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Vickers,  the 
Rev.  Clyde  Frazier,  superintendent  of  Monroe  District,  and  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Barksdale,  pastor  and  wife.  The  four-bedroom  brick  was  built  at 
a  cost  of  approximately  $40,000. 


t 

Trinity,  Ruston,  names  youth  minister 


The  Rev.  M.  E.  “Gene”  Finnell 
began  work  as  Minister  of  Youth  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston  on  June  13.  Mr.  Finnell  was 
born  and  reared  in  Shreveport,  La.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Byrd  High  School  and 
Louisiana  Tech  University  and  has  re¬ 
cently  earned  the  master  of  divinity 
degree  from  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
on  the  campus  of  the  University  of 
Denver,  Colo.  He  is  an  ordained  min¬ 
ister  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Finnell  was  active  in  youth 
work  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  where  he  worked 
with  youth  teams  on  hiking  trips  in 
the  Grand  Teton  Mountains  of  Wyom¬ 
ing  and  in  the  mission  on  Utila  Island 


in  the  Caribbean  Sea  off  the  coast  of 
Honduras.  For  the  past  two  summers 
he  has  served  as  youth  director  in  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mansfield,  La, 

t 


DR.  SAM  NADER,  former  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  was 
transferred  in  June  to  the  North 
west  Texas  Conference.  He  goes 
to  the  pulpit  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Lubbock,  Tex., as 
Dr.  Paul  Bumpers  comes  to  First 
Church,  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  in  an 
exchange  of  pulpits. 


Jack  Dew  of  McGuire  United 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe, 
is  financial  chairman  for  a  Key 
73  project  sponsored  by  1 1  area 
churches.  He  is  shown  here  with 
5,000  copies  of  “Good  News  For 
Modern  Man,”  distributed  by  the 
following  churches  on  Sunday, 
May  20;  First  United  Methodist, 
McGuire  United  Methodist,  Clai¬ 
borne  United  Methodist,  Brown- 
ville  United  Methodist,  Dyers 
Chapel  C.M.E.,  and  the  following 
Baptist  churches;  First,  Edge- 
wood,  Fairpart,  McClendon  and 
Brownville. 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 

The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual.  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 
good  working  order. 

STOP  LIST 


GREAT 
8*  Open  Diap 
2*  Fifteenth 
8*  Trumpet 

CHOIR 
8*  Hohl  Flute 
8*  Dulciana 
8'  Clarinet 

SWELL 
8'  CSeigen  Principal 

8*  Stopped  Flute 
8*  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8*  Voix  Celeste 
4'  Flute  Harm. 

2'  Flautino 
8'  Vox  Humano 


73  pipes 
some  notes 
73  pipes 


(low  8ve  missing) 
pipes 
pipes 


(lower  12  pipes 
missing) 

73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
6  1  pipes 
73  pipes  (??) 
some  are  bad¬ 
ly  bent 


PEDAL 

16'  Major  Bass  32  pipes 

16'  Lieblich  Gedeckt  12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 

Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 


For  more  information  write  P.O.BOX  1189 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  25^5901 
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DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 

Daily  Bible  Reading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

June  24l-Sunday 

....  Acts  3;12*-16 

4:5-12 

June  25  . 

Acts  10:34-48 

June  26  . 

.  Acts  9:1-19 

June  27  . 

...  Acts  9:20-31 

June  28  . 

..  Acts  11:19-26 

13:1-4 

June  29  . 

....  Acts  19:1-10 

June  30  . 

..  Acta  28:16-31 

July  1 — Sunday  .. 

.  Gen-  1:1 

2  Peter  3:5-14 

Stephanie  Herr  Cleveland  Herr 


DOUBLE  GRADUATION  FOR 
PASTOR  AND  DAUGHTER 

The  Rev.  Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  Second  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Orleans, 
graduated  from  college  as  his 
daughter,  Stephanie,  graduated 
from  high  school.  He  plans  to 
attend  seminary  and  she  will  at¬ 
tend  college.  Mr.  Herr  received 
his  license  to  preach  in  1966  and 
immediately  started  night  classes 
at  Tulane  while  working  full  time 
with  the  U.S.  Naval  Support  Ac¬ 
tivity  and  pastoring  Second  Church 
four  of  those  years  in  order  to 
support  his  wife  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters.  Stephanie  was  salutatorian 
of  her  class,  a  member  of  the 
National  Honor  Society,  and  listed 
in  “Who’s  Who  Among  American 
High  School  Students.” 

t 

THE  LOUISIANA  APPOINTMENTS 
omitted  the  name  of  Frederick 
Anthony  Mead.  He  should  have 
been  listed  as  being  granted  “Dis¬ 
ability  Leave.”  The  Meads  are 
now  making  their  home  at  521  4th 
St.,  Jonesboro,  La.,  71251. 

THE  REV.  CALVIN  LAPUYADE, 
Mrs.  Lapuyade  and  son,  Keith, 
were  honored  by  the  congregation 
of  Trinity  Church,  Jennings,  where 
they  had  served  Uve  years  before 
their  recent  move  to  New  Orleans. 
During  a  Sunday  noon  meal,  gifts 
were  presented  to  the  family. 

THE  LAKE  ARTHUR  congregation 
welcomed  the  return  of  their  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot,  and 
wife  with  a  Sunday  dinner,  June 
10.  R.  0.  Doland,  Administrative 
Board  chairman,  presented  the 
Crofoots  with  a  gift  from  the  mem¬ 
bers. 

SINCE  RETIREMENT,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Poole  are  living  at 
4900  Court  House  Rd.,  Gulfport, 
Miss.  39501. 


GUEYDAN  CHURCH 
TO  CELEBRATE  75  YEARS 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Gueydan  is  trying  to  locate 
former  members  and  pastors  so 
that  they  may  participate  in  the 
75th  anniversary  celebration  to  be 
held  Sept.  16. 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  will 
be  guest  speaker  at  the  all-day 
event. 

The  Church  would  also  appre¬ 
ciate  any  pictures  of  past  church 
activities  or  former  ministers. 
Contact  the  Rev.  Robert  Peterson, 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Gueydan  70542,  if  you  have  any 
information  which  would  make  the 
celebration  more  meaningful. 

t 

RON  INZER  is  the  new  director 
of  music  and  summer  youth  activi¬ 
ties  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  Mon¬ 
roe.  Mr.  Inzer  is  the  band  director 
at  Ouachita  High  School.  He  will 
direct  the  Chancel  Choir,  develop 
a  youth  choir,  and  schedule  week¬ 
day  youth  activities.  A  native  of 
Camden,  Ark.,  he  has  directed 
bands  and  church  choirs  in  Osce¬ 
ola  and  DeWitt,  Ark.  He  directed 
the  Second  Armored  Division 
Soldiers  Chorus  at  Fort  Hood, 
Tex.,  for  two  years  and  they  were 
twice  winners  of  the  Fourth  Army 
Choral  Contest. 

HOMECOMING  AT  MEMORIAL 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
June  10,  featured  preaching  by 
former  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ira  W. 
Flowers,  a  lunch-on-the-lawn,  and 
a  late  afternoon  river  cruise  on 
the  Twin  City  Queen.  The  Rev. 
James  E.  Christie  is  pastor. 

THE  REV.  JOHN  KOELEMAY, 
chaplain  and  public  relations  di¬ 
rector  for  the  Methodist  Hospital 
in  New  Orleans,  was  the  evan¬ 
gelist  for  revival  services  held  in 
St.  Bernard  Church,  Chalmette,  the 
week  of  June  10.  The  Rev.  James 
0.  Evans  was  host  pastor. 

THE  REV.  JAMES  C.  WHITAKER, 
a  former  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  was  recently  assigned 
to  Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Perth  Amboy,  N.Y.  He 
and  his  wife  were  honored  at  a 
“Whitaker  Day”,  June  3,  as  they 
left  the  pastorate  at  Westfield, 
New  Jersey. 


NEWMAN  CHURCH,  Alexandria, 
was  the  setting  for  the  thanks¬ 
giving  service.  May  20,  of  “The 
Daughters  of  Isis  Jaffo  Court  No. 
158  and  Nobles  of  the  Shriners.” 
The  Rev.  N.  P.  Perry,  pastor,  gave 
a  “Message  to  Youth.”  Youth 
and  children  furnished  the  devo¬ 
tional  hour  under  the  directions  of 
Doris  Perry  and  Thelma  Baker. 
Other  participants  included  Mary 
Hickman,  Sylvia  Pryor,  Ronald 
Perry,  Mrs.  Rose  Jones,  and  Mrs. 
Velma  Cobbs. 

THE  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  of  Lake  Arthur  honored 
their  graduating  seniors,  dressed 
in  their  caps  and  gowns,  at  the 
morning  church  service  May  20. 
During  the  service  Bibles  were 
presented  to  them.  The  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  then  took  the  group, 
along  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond 
Crofoot,  to  dinner. 

THE  REV.  PORTER  CARAWAY 
retired  again  the  first  of  June. 
Now  81,  he  has  been  serving  for 
the  past  ten  years  as  Minister  to 
Older  Adults  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport.  He 
and  Mrs.  Caraway  will  continue  to 
live  in  Shreveport. 

FOURTEEN  YOUTH  from  the 
Vacation  Church  School,  Rayville, 
with  four  adults,  visited  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston.  A 
full  presentation  and  a  question 
and  answer  session  was  led  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Home,  the 
Rev.  Harry  Ezell.  The  Rayville 
group  was  led  by  Mrs.  Peaches 
Oglesby. 

LED  BY  THE  REV.  LOUIS  F. 
Roos,  a  group  of  young  people 
from  Memorial  Church,  Bastrop, 
visited  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston.  The  Rev.  Harry 
Ezell,  superintendent,  gave  a  pre¬ 
sentation  of  the  Home  and  a  ques¬ 
tion-answer  session,  followed  by 
a  tour  around  the  grounds. 


Mrs.  L.  C.  Callahan  with  her  husband 
and  daughter,  Susan  at  the  reception 
given  in  her  honor  as  an  outs'tanding 
secretary  for  ten  years  at  Simpson 
Church,  Lake  Charles.  Mrs.  Lyle 
Guth  is  shown  at  the  punch  bowl. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernese  Marquart  cele¬ 
brated  their  golden  wedding  anniver¬ 
sary  recently  in  fellowship  hall  of 
Lake  Arthur  Church.  Hosts  were 
their  sons-in-law  and  daughters,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Cunningham  of  Houston 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Keller  of 
Singapore.  The  Marquarts  are  active, 
dedicated  Methodist  workers.  They 
were  married  in  Lake  Arthur  50  years 
ago  by  the  late  Rev.  S.  D.  Howard, 
pastor  of  Lake  Arthur  Church  at  the 
time. 


A  farewell  “Open  House”  and  a  generous  love  gift 
from  the  congregation  of  Luling  United  Methodist 
Church  was  given  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Andy  Foreman 
and  family  on  May  11  in  the  church  fellowship  hall. 
Friends  called  between  6:30  and  9:00  p.m.  After 
residing  in  Luling  for  eight  years,  the  Foremans  are 
moving  to  New  Orleans  where  he  will  engage  in  full¬ 
time  evangelistic  work.  From  left  are  Erin,  the  Rev. 
Foreman,  Pam,  Doug  and  Mrs.  Foreman. 

AT  RIGHT: 

Several  officials  of  First  Church,  Pineville,  are 
shown  on  the  occasion  of  the  June  10  reception 
given  in  honor  of  their  new  minister  and  his  family. 
From  left  are  Bill  Beeson,  Mrs.  Caraway,  Diane 
Caraway,  the  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  Mrs.  Hathorn, 
Roane  Hathorn,  and  (in  background)  Mrs.  Wayne 
Fallin. 
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Shown  at  the  conference  Porsonettes  luncheon  held 
at  Broadmoor  Church  in  Shreveport  ore:  (LEFT) 
Mrs.  Mabel  McGuire,  wife  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Mae  Calvin,  incoming 
president  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Porsonettes. 


Mrs.  Joyce  Wilkes  (standing),  outgoing  president  of 
the  Porsonettes  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  official 
hostesses  at  the  Annual  Conference  with  special 
guests  (FROM  LEFT)  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Carroll,  Mrs. 
Willis  J.  King,  and  Mrs.  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  wives 
of  the  bishops  present  at  the  Annual  Conference 
Session. 


Comment 

Dear  Secretaries; 

By  September  30,  1973  all  local  units  should 
be  in  the  new  organization.  The  secretaries  of 
the  local  units  are  asked  to  please  send  lists  of 
new  officers  to  the  district  secretaries  imme¬ 
diately  after  election.  Since  the  districts  are  or¬ 
ganizing  in  October  all  officers  in  the  new  or¬ 
ganization  —  both  local  and  district  —  should 
be  sent  to  me  by  November  15.  It  is  very  im¬ 
portant  that  you  keep  this  date  in  mind  because 
we  want  to  be  able  to  go  to  press  with  the  Di¬ 
rectory  by  December  1. 

Article  II,  Section  3  in  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws  states:  “The 
secretary  must  understand  the  organizational  form,  the  program  and  the 
total  involvement  of  the  local  unit  in  order  to  perform  the  responsibilities 
assigned  to  her  and  to  assist  the  president.”  With  this  in  mind,  please 
remember  that  new  organization  helps  are  available  through  your  Con¬ 
stitution  and  Bylaws  booklet  for  1972,  Handbook/Workbook  for  United 
Methodist  Women,  Catalogue  of  the  Service  Center,  1972  Annual  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  response  and  New  World  Outlook, 
and  the  Prayer  Calendar.  And,  let  us  keep  checking  with  our  organiza¬ 
tional  purpose  as  we  move  into  the  new.  Helps  for  all  phases  of  our  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  available  at  the  School  of  Christian  Missions,  July  23-27, 
at  Centenary  College,  Shreveport.  Plan  to  be  there  ....  won’t  you? 

Mrs.  W.  S.  P.  Norris 
Secretary,  Louisiana  Conference 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
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The  Bentley  Sloanes,  in  the  foreground  with  two  of 
their  grandchildren,  Robin  Leigh  Blackwell  of  Gard¬ 
ner,  Tex.,  and  Jennifer  Sloane  Stokely  of  Dallas, 
Tex.,  watch  a  scene  depicting  their  life  during  Dr. 
Sloane’s  42  years  in  the  ministry.  Also  watching, 
from  left,  are  Dr.  W.  H.  Heath  and  Mrs.  Heath. 
Standing  back  of  the  Sloanes  are  Roy  K.  Rickerson, 
chairman  of  the  pastor-parish  relations  committee 
and  Foster  Morgan.  The  event  was  held  in  First 
Church,  Alexandria,  prior  to  Dr.  Sloane's  retirement 
from  the  pastorate  at  Alexandria. 


Mrs.  Norris 


Mrs.  Glenn  Phares,  at  left,  president 
of  the  Many  Church  WSCS,  presents 
an  Honorary  Membership  pin  to  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Bengtson,  who  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Many  Society  for  five 
years  before  becoming  president  of 
Natchitoches  District  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women. 


An  Honorary  Membership  pin  was 
given  to  Mrs.  H.  P-  Brashear  at  the 
morning  worship  service  in  Ingleside 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  by  United 
Methodist  Women.  Mrs.  Charles  Tit- 
kemeyer,  left  is  UMW  president. 


The  Rev.  Ed  Pickens  met  with  the  planning  and 
nominating  committee  for  the  organization  of  United 
Methodist  Women  in  First  Church,  Mansfield.  New 
officers  will  be  elected  at  a  supper  meeting,  June 
27.  Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  conference  president,  will 
be  the  guest  speaker.  With  Mr.  Pickens  (above)  are, 
Mrs.  David  Jones,  Mrs.  Bob  Bufkin,  Mrs.  Mary  Pier¬ 
son,  Mrs.  B.  W.  Goss  and  Mrs.  Bill  Lowrey.  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lowrey  is  on  the  committee  but  is  not 
shown. 


Women  of  Elysian  Fields  had  a  Day  of  Celebration 
on  Sunday,  May  6,  when  they  officially  became 
United  Methodist  Women.  After  the  celebration 
service,  past  presidents  of  the  Women’s  Society 
were  introduced,  each  of  whom  told  of  outstanding 
events  which  took  place  during  her  term  of  office. 
ABOVE:  Mrs.  J.  E.  Manis,  president,  looks  on  as 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Johnston,  vice  president,  signs  member¬ 
ship  book  as  charter  member. 


A  Service  of  Celebration  was  held  by  members  of 
St.  Luke  s  WSCS  in  Shreveport  as  they  became 
United  Methodist  Women.  Mrs.  Mamie  Huffman  (in 
striped  dress),  president,  was  assisted  by  a  plan¬ 
ning  committee.  The  program  called  attention  to  the 
past,  present  and  future  of  women.  Shown  with  Mrs. 
Huffman  are  Mrs.  Jo  Barnes,  at  left,  and  Mrs.  Marilyn 
Hardy. 
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SuKdiUf  ScAmI 

by  Dr.  James  Workman 


LESSON  FOR  JULY  1:  Response  To  Heritage 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Exodus  20:12; 
Deuteronomy  6:6-9;  Proverbs  23:22-25;  Mark 
7:9-13;  Ephesians  6:1-4;  2  Timothy  1:5 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “Honor  your  father  and 
your  mother,  that  your  days  may  be  long  in  the 
land  which  the  Lord  your  God  gives  you.” 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  That  each  parent  and  cliild 
may  grow  into  a  relationship  of  honor,  that  is 
more  than  law  and  authority;  but  continues  in 
a  discipline  of  mutual  regard  which  the  Lord 
gives. 

*  *  * 


The  Fifth  Commandment  with  a  promise  of  long 
life  follows  the  four  disciplines  of  life  which  guide  us 
in  efforts  to  establish  God’s  first  place  in  our  lives. 
We  are  to  replace  idolatry  with  worship  of  one  God, 
revere  His  name,  and  employ  each  Lord’s  day  with 
sincere  worship,  rest  and  work.  Today’s  scripture 
background  focuses  our  attention  upon  God’s  gift 
of  the  good  earth  as  our  heritage  for  making  a  fam¬ 
ily  relationship,  promising  an  enduring  life  of  provi¬ 
dential  length.  “The  family  is  the  one  institution  that 

has  no  hope  of  extermination.”  (Margaret  Mead) 

*  ♦  * 

A  CHILD’S  HONOR  OF  PARENTS 
IS  A  DIVINE  PRIORITY 

Ancient  Hebrew  environment  provided  scant  re¬ 
lief  for  the  economic  uselessness  of  elderly  parents. 
They  were  left  without  care  to  die  from  effects  of 
weather  or  predatory  birds  and  beasts.  The  Hebrew 
law  calls  for  children  to  honor  parents  with  care, 
which  rates  a  parent’s  value  above  the  economic. 
Honor  to  father  and  mother  is  important  as  reflect¬ 
ing  care  in  a  society  where  a  father  might  have  sev¬ 
eral  wives,  as  did  Abraham,  Solomon,  and  many  Old 
Testament  characters.  The  maturity  of  adults  is  to 
live  in  wisdom  to  overcome  the  immature  impulse 
and  prejudice  of  youth.  The  covenant  of  God  with 
man  reflected  in  this  commandment  fulfills  the  pro¬ 
mise  of  the  land.  (Deuteronomy  28:63-68) 

Honor  means  esteem  paid  to  values  or  persons 
of  worth  and  entitled  to  proper  recognition  and  re¬ 
lationship.  Honor  is  a  tribute  to  worthy  character. 
Christian  honor  reaches  the  highest  expression  in 
John  5:23.  “.  .  .  So  that  all  will  honor  the  Son  in 
the  same  way  they  honor  the  Father.  Whoever  docs 
not  honor  the  Son  does  not  honor  the  Father  who 
sent  him.” 

*  *  !(! 

PARENTS  TEACH  CHILDREN 
TO  LOVE  AND  OBEY  GOD 

The  reference  in  Deuteronomy  includes  the 
“Shema”  meaning  “Hear.”  It  recalls  the  first  initial 
Commandment,  “Hear,  O  Israel:  The  Lord  our  God 
is  one  Lord.”  God  is  the  only  God,  in  contrast  to 
the  many  idols  of  secular  devotion.  God  is  the  only 
one  to  be  worshipped,  and  does  not  allow,  in  his 
jealousy,  any  divided  loyalty  with  any  other  object 
of  devotion. 

The  heart  of  man  is  the  repository  of  God’s 
word.  The  father  and  mother  are  to  reciprocate  the 
honor  paid  by  children  and  God,  by  communicating 
God’s  word  to  the  children  in  their  daily  disciplines 
of  life. 

Seven  “whens”  in  the  Shema  direct  the  parent 


in  every  day’s  experiences.  Tell  them  when  you 
have  the  Commandments  in  your  heart.  Tell  them 
with  diligent  teaching.  Talk  about  them  when  you  sit 
at  home.  Tell  them  when  you  walk  with  them.  Talk 
to  them  when  you  lie  down.  Tell  them  about  them 
when  you  rise  up.  Wear  a  sign  on  your  hand  to  re¬ 
mind  them  of  the  hand  of  God.  Let  your  forehead 
ornament  speak  loudly  of  the  word  of  God  you  hear 
in  the  Commandments. 

The  dwelling  place  is  to  be  a  witness  to  God’s 
covenant  Commandments  with  the  writing  on  the 
“doorposts  of  your  house  and  on  your  gates.”  This 
is  reality  teaching.  This  is  fundamental  discipline. 
This  is  learning  in  the  “NOW”,  as  Methodist  preach¬ 
er,  Oral  Roberts  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  emphasizes.  It 
is  this  sort  of  family  living  that  makes  the  home  a 
school  of  character,  as  Bishop  Tullis  points  out  in 
his  word  about  this  scripture.  The  Interpreter’s  Bible 
gives  Dr.  Parks’  view  of  honor,  which  built  such  ties 
of  confidence  into  the  Hebrew  child’s  life  that  the 
parents  are  the  ones  to  receive  this  commandment 
“.  .  .  directed  to  the  adult  citizen  who  is  burdened 
with  the  care  of  an  aged  parent  .  . 

The  writer  of  Proverbs  invites  the  listener  to 
hear  his  father  and  mother  with  honorable  response. 
This  rejoices  the  heart  of  his  parents  and  girds  him 
with  the  truth  of  honor. 

*  %  * 

“CORBAN”  HOLINESS  IS  NOT 
ALIBI  FOR  NEGLECT 

The  scripture  in  Mark  gives  Jesus’  spiritual  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  right  and  wrong  use  of  this  Fifth 
Commandment.  “Corban”,  which  means  “it  belongs 
to  God,”  was  used  by  many  Jews  as  an  abili  for  not 
helping  father  or  mother.  Jesus  condemned  such 
hypocrisy  on  two  counts.  One,  it  discredited  the 
word  of  God.  Two,  in  passing  such  teaching  on  to 
others  the  sin  is  multiplied.  “Pious  excuse”  for  ne¬ 
glecting  obligations  to  one’s  parents  is  condemned 
by  Jesus. 

*  *  * 

HONOR  IS  THE 
RIGHT  THING  TO  DO 

Dr.  Charles  M.  Laymon’s  “The  Interpreter’s  One 
Volume  Commentary  on  the  Bible”  suggests  the 
Ephesian  and  Colossian  (Col.  3:20-21)  passages  are 
related  in  two  insights.  Both  ground  the  exhortation 
to  obey  parents  in  the  Fifth  Commandment  (Ex.  20: 
12;  and  Deut.  5:16).  Both  refer  to  the  promise  of 
long  life  bn  the  earth,  assured  in  Deuteronomy.  They 
also  concur  in  the  admonition  to  fathers  to  discipline 
their  children  in  the  instruction  of  the  Lord.  Honor, 
in  the  Christian  family,  is  a  mutual  responsibility 
and  privilege.  Parents  and  children  have  a  rightful 
expectation  of  each  other  for  Christian  nurture  and 
obedience.  The  words  used  for  the  church’s  respon¬ 
sibility  is  like  that  of  a  husband  to  his  wife  and  is 
similar  to  that  of  a  father  to  his  children. 

The  writer  to  the  Ephesians  records  (6:4), 
“Parents,  do  not  treat  your  children  in  such  a  way 
as  to  make  them  angry.  Instead,  raise  them  with 
Christian  discipline  and  instruction.”  Christian  faith 
is  important  to  parent  and  child  alike  in  responsi¬ 
bility,  though  it  varies  in  capaeity  and  ability  for 
each.  Faith  “is  more  likely  to  be  caught  than  taught.” 
Unconscious  influence  irt  the  Christian  family  may 
be  the  most  formative  reality  in  the  child’s  and  par¬ 
ent’s  world.  This  is  high  ecology.  This  is  supreme 
environmental  matrix.  Bishop  Tullis  emphasizes  this 

“atmosphere  of  the  home,” 

#  *  * 


THE  GOOD  HERITAGE  OF 
HONOR  IN  TllE  HOME 

“Lois”  means  “better,”  and  “Eunice”  means 
“good  victory,”  as  listed  in  Cruden’s  Concordance. 
“Timothy”  means  “venerating  God;  or  worshipper 
of  God.”  What  a  compounded  heritage  of  Christian 
honor  is  packed  in  these  names  in  a  family  tree  of 
sincere  spiritual  reality.  Nothing  more  is  known 
about  Lois  in  the  entire  Bible  except  this  one  quality 
of  “better”. 

The  history  of  the  Jonathan  Edwards  family  is 
one  of  outstanding  worth  of  generation  after  genera¬ 
tion  of  faith,  devotion  and  Christian  integrity.  In 
contrast,  the  Kallikak  family  is  a  notorious  contrast 
with  its  history  of  crime,  mental  disorders,  and  dis¬ 
eases  which  ended  in  short  generations.  Long  life 
contrasted  with  short  lived  continuum  is  vividly 
clear.  The  writer  of  Proverbs  witnesses  the  glad  heart 
of  the  father  of  a  wise  son,  in  response  to  the  disci¬ 
plines  of  wisdom. 

*  !|c 

AN  ARKANSAS  METHODIST 
FAMILY  TRADITION 

The  February  11,  1943  issue  of  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  carried  a  request  article  on  “The  Funda¬ 
mentals  In  The  Christian  Family”  by  Elizabeth 
Thornburgh  Workman.  The  article  is  a  memento  of 
the  golden  Wedding  Anniversary,  Feb.  15,  1943,  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Workman.  The  article  lifts  up 
the  prime  factor  as  mutual  understanding,  with  per¬ 
fect  goals  but  realization  of  imperfect  achievements. 
The  challenge  of  a  Christian  home  ideal  as  a  school 
of  life  at  its  best  and  the  challenge  to  make  the  best 
of  the  worst  and  the  most  of  the  least  in  things  that 
would  make  home-building  more  comfortable,  was 
lived  out  in  a  marriage  spanning  57  years. 

“The  home  deprived  of  many  of  the  things  that 
would  make  its  building  easier  may  become  a  more’ 
potent  force  because  of  the  elements  of  sacrifice  and 
service  which  must  be  exerted  in  an  effort  to  acquire 
what  is  lacking.  ‘It  takes  a  heap  of  living  in  a  house 
to  make  a  home.’  Life  begins  at  home  and  the  good 
life  continues  through  a  home.”  The  article  closes: 
“Above  everything  else  the  will  of  God  as  seen  in 
Jesus  Christ  must  be  the  recognized  Lord,  Savior 
and  friend  in  all  matters;  to  Him  must  be  given  the 
glory  for  all  successes  and  achievements  .  .  .  The 
highest  conception  of  Heaven  comes  to  us  in  this 
ideal  home,  the  memory  of  which  is  an  eternal  spring 
of  joy  and  blessing.  Christendom  first  for  Christian 
homes  means  the  family  first  in  bringing  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  in  our  homes  and  the  world.”  Though 
the  author  has  been  released  to  the  glory  of  hef 
Heavenly  home  for  twenty-five  years,  her  presence 
in  blessed  memory  of  many  who  loved  and  love  her 
still,  abides  as  the  fruit  of  three  generations  of 
Christian  forbears  in  Illinois,  Missouri,  Arkansas, 
and  South  Carolina.  Three  more  generations  succeed 
her  in  Christian  families  in  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  Texas,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas.  The  Fifth 
Commandment  has  a  promise  of  multiple  fulfillment 

in  the  providence  of  God. 

*  *  * 

Daily  devotional  scripture  will  enrich  our  under¬ 
standing  of  this  Commandment.  To  the  background 
scripture  references  may  be  added  the  following: 
Psalms  78:1-8;  Titus  2:1-8;  Timothy  1:3-14;  and 
Daniel  1:8-16. 

Next  Sunday’s  lesson,  “Reverence  For  Human 
Life,”  is  based  on  the  Sixth  Commandment,  Exodus 
20:13,  “You  shall  not  kill.” 
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A  message  from  Bishop  Frank 


A  message  from  Bishop  Crutchfield 


Dear  Alfred  and  Imogene; 

In  1956,  when  I  became  chairman  of  MIPR,  I  also  became 
acquainted  with  you  dear  people.  Prior  to  that,  I  can 
remember  brief  Jurisdictional  contacts,  but  in  1956 
I  began  to  know  more  about  your  professional  lives  and 
the  wonderful  way  God  was  using  you  in  His  service. 

You  have  ministered  to  thousands  of  people  during  these 
years.  The  Good  News  has  been  characteristic  of  the 
Arkansas -Louisiana  Methodist.  We  are  thankful  to 
Almighty  God  for  your  spirit  of  courage,  ■  hope  and  good 
will  to  all  people.  Your  lives  have  been  a  blessing  to 
us  all. 


Most  gratefully. 


Dr.  Knox  and  fellow  ministers  discuss  the  future  of 
The  Methodist  at  Jan.  5,  1961  meeting  —  several 
months  after  he  accepted  the  editorial  post. 


] erusalem's  Mayor  Teddy  Kollek  greets 
Editor  Knox  during  one  of  his  visits  to 
the  Holy  Land. 


Editor- leads  section  of 
World  Family  Life 
Conference. 


A  word  from  John  S.  Workman 


Dear  Alfred, 

I  am  not  writing  this  as  your  successor  but 
as  one  who  has  been  a  reader  of  yours  and  of  THE 
METHODIST  for  the  years  you  sat  as  editor  and 
before. 

I  would  be  bold  enough  to  try  to  speakfor 
multitudes  of  others  who,  week  by  week,  awaited 
with  eager  interest  the  next  issue.  Sometimes 
we  read  it  all  and  enjoyed  it.  Other  times  we 
may  have  but  glanced  at  it.  On  occasion  we 
read  part  of  it  and  may  not  have  agreed  with 
what  we  read.  But  always  we  read  knowing  that 
the  publication  and  its  editor  faithfully  stood 
for  something  we  deeply  and  devoutly  admired. 

Those  among  us  who  are  pastors  have  joked 
about  our  "subscription  quotas"  and  have  had  our 
pet  "beefs"  in  regard  to  this  or  that  about 
the  paper,  but  always  knowing  in  our  hearts 
that  we  could  do  so  only  because.we  loved  you 
and  the  paper  and  took  the  same  pride  in  our 
publication  that  you  have  taken  all  these  years. 

We  continue  to  think  of  you  as  "Mr.  Methodist" 
in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  in  the  sense  that  your 
knowledge  of  the  church  locally,  nationally 
and  across  the  world  remains  a  great  source  of 
value  and  wisdom  for  us.  Your  reportings  on 
General  Conferences,  World  Conferences,  events 
in  the  Holy  Land,  your  book  reviews,  and  many, 
many  more  features  have  served  us  and  a  much 
wider  constituency  faithfully  and  well  across _ 
the  years  and  have  become  a  part  of  our  life  in 
the  church. 

So  thank  you,  Alfred,  for  all  you  have 
meant  and  continue  to  mean  to  us.  As  you  retire 
you  can  do  so  with  the  real  satisfaction  of  Row¬ 
ing  that  you  did  your  job  well  and  will  continue 
to  be  looked  to  as  a  faithful  minister,  wise 
counselor  and  cherished  friend. 

Speaking  for  many  dnd 
with,  love  from,  all , 

/ymn  S.  Workman 


To 

Alfred 

Knox 


Some 

Recollections 


Editor  Knox  at  desk  in  for¬ 
mer  South  Broadway  Meth¬ 
odist  Headquarters  office. 


The  editor  meeting  with 
British  clergymen,  Piggott 
and  Timmins,  during  1966 
World  Methodist  Conference 
in  England. 


the 

Annual  Conference  always  brings 
something  new  and  exciting,  and  wc 
hope  this  is  true  for  every  Methodist 
preacher.  However,  it  is  natural  that 
the  first  session  will  always  stand  out 
as  a  yardstick  by  which  others  are 
measured. 

That  was  in  Paragould  in  1938  — 
the  year  we  were  received  on  trial 
into  the  North  Arkansas  Conference. 
We  were  fresh  out  of  seminary,  and 
it  was  a  special  treat  to  be  attending 
the  session  in  my  home  church  — 
First  Church,  Paragould.  The  host 
pastor  was  Cecil  Culver,  and  Bishop 
Charles  C.  Selecman  was  holding  his 
first  round  of  Annual  Conferences. 

Delegates  were  being  elected  that 
year  for  the  Uniting  Conference  to  be 
held  in  1939  in  Kansas  City.  Our 
seminary  student  body  at  Candler  had 
attended  the  last  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  in  Birmingham  earlier  in  the 
year.  It  was  natural  that  we  should 
be  concerned  about  the  ones  chosen 
to  represent  us  at  the  organizational 
meeting  for  the  new  Methodist  Church. 

Another  item  of  business  that  year 
was  the  presentation  and  adoption  of 
the  sustentation  plan  which  was  the 
forerunner  of  the  minimum  salary 
program.  I  believe  the  minimum  set 
by  that  first  action  was  $800  with  the 
ministers  sharing  a  portion  of  what 
they  were  paid  above  that  amount. 

That  was  also  the  year  the  Confer¬ 
ence  adopted  the  program  of  uniform 
salary  for  presiding  elders  —  they 
would  not  be  district  superintendents 
for  one  more  year. 

Of  course,  the  greatest  suspense 
throughout  the  week  concerned  that 
first  appointment.  There  was  still  a 
great  deal  of  mystery  in  those  days, 
and  it  was  late  in  the  week  before  we 
Were  told  that  we  were  going  to  Jud- 
sonia  with  the  task  of  merging  two 
congregations  —  one  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  and  the  other  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  South. 

It  was  a  great  Conference  and  a 
great  year. 


Lyons,  Colorado 
May  16,  1973 

Dear  Readers i 

Not  everyone  comes  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
splendid  professional  and  spiritual  position  with 
as  much  satisfaction  as  Dr.  Alfred  Knox  may  have 
on  his  recent  retirement. 

Throughout  the  past  yearshis  work  hasbeen 
characterized  by  sound  theological  perspective, 
excellent  journalistic  practices  and  literary 
expertise. 

Dr.  Knox  has  brought  to  the  publication  of 
THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  a  dimension _ that  could 
not  be  equaled  by  anyone  else.  It  is  with  a 
genuine  sense  of  regret  that  the  people  of  our 
Conference  and  all  our  readers  note  his  retire¬ 
ment. 

We  rejoice,  however,  in  knowing  that  the 
high  standards  set  by  Dr.  Knox  will  be  continued 
under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Workman,  for  whom  we 
wish  the  very  best. 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  occupies  a  vital 
place  in  the  life  of  Louisiana  Methodism.  Every 
person  who  subscribes  testifies  to  its  importance 
and  its  value.  While  we  regret  to  see  Dr.  Knox 
come  to  this  period  of  official  retirement  we 
pray  that  his  influence  on  this  publication  will 
continue  and  that  his  fine  leadership  will  be 
exerted  throughout  the  church  in  many  other  sig¬ 
nificant  ways  also.  We  urge  you  to  keep  on 
reading  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Editor  Knox  (at  typewriter),  newly  elected  president  of 
United  Methodist  Press  Association,  with  other 
officers  at  1968  Uniting  Conference  in  Dallas. 


The  Arkansas / Louisiana  Methodist 
editor  with  Dr.  Albert  Outler  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and 
George  Cornell  of  Associated  Press, 
during  General  Conference  press 
conference. 


The  Knoxes 
at  staff 

Christmas  party. 


A  word  from  your  Staff 

Our  Beloved  Editor, 


As  members  of  your  staff  we  present  this 
expression  of  our  appreciation  for  a  meaning¬ 
ful  working  relationship  with  our  former  Editor- 
in-Chief . 

Your  cheerful,  optimistic  approach  to  life 
has  been  an  inspiration  to  each  of  us  as 
together  we  have  met  Tuesday  press  deadlines, 
survived  the  rigors  of  circulation  campaigns, 
and  the  publishing  of  Annual,  Jurisdiction,  and 
World  Methodist  Conference  editions. 

As  we  look  to  the  future  of  the  publica¬ 
tions  to  which  you  have  contributed  so  much,  we 
pledge  to  give  our  loyalty  and  support  to  your 
successor,  and  we  assure  you  and  Imogene  of  our 
continued  prayers  and  affection. 


Your  Staff, 

X>o  rii  lAicela.i'i 
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Roundup  of  news  from  early  annual  conferences 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMQ— Amend¬ 
ments  to  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
stitution  which  would  make  possible 
regular  sessions  of  the  church’s  top 
law-making  body  more  often  than 
quadrennially  and  would  give  laymen 
a  vote  on  issues  of  ministerial  qualifi¬ 
cation  apparently  are  being  rejected  in 
annual  conference  voting. 

However,  six  other  changes  cover¬ 
ing  such  items  as  removal  of  mascu¬ 
line  language  from  the  constitution^ 
elimination  of  a  minimum  age  for  dele¬ 
gates  to  General,  Jurisdictional  and 
Central  conferences,  equalizing  the 
number  of  ministerial  and  lay  mem¬ 
bers  of  an  annual  conference,  and  re¬ 
moving  a  barrier  to  possible  autonomy 
for  Puerto  Rico  United  Methodism  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  receiving  overwhelming  ap¬ 
proval. 

The  amendments  were  referred  to 
the  annual  conferences  after  passage 
by  the  1972  General  Conference.  An 
aggregate  %  majority  of  all  annual 
conference  votes  cast  is  necessary  for 
ratification. 


Through  June  15,  unofficial  tallies 
had  been  received  from  24  of  71  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  the  U.S.  by  the 
Advocate/ Together  news  department 
in  Park  Ridge,  Ill.,  and  the  news  ser¬ 
vice  unit  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  here.  The  official  tallies 
will  be  certified  by  the  secretary  of 
the  General  Conference  and  announced 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  later  in  the 
year. 

The  unofficial  reports  from  the  24 
conferences  show  3,663  in  favor  of 
making  possible  a  more  frequent  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  and  5,860  opposed. 
On  the  issue  of  laymen  voting  on  min¬ 
isterial  qualification,  3,867  are  in 
favor,  and  5,467  opposed. 

Next  closest  vote  is  on  the  question 
of  removing  a  minimum  age  limit  for 
General  Jurisdictional  and  Central 
conference  delegates.  A  total  of 
7,714  have  voted  for  this  change, 
and  1,366  oppose  it. 

On  the  equalization  of  lay  and 
clerical  membership  in  an  annual  con¬ 
ference,  8,803  have  said  yes,  and  642 


U.N.  Church  Center  to 
mark  10th  anniversary 


NEW  YORK  —  The  tenth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  opening  of  the  Church 
Center  for  the  United  Nations  will  be 
marked  in  New  York  in  late  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  12-story  bronze  and  glass 
building  is  located  across  the  street 
from  the  U.N.  headquarters. 

While  the  center  is  owned  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  was  built  with  money 
provided  by  the  women’s  organization 
of  that  denomination,  it  has  from  the 
beginning  served  an  ecumenical  con¬ 
stituency.  Tenants,  in  addition  to  the 
United  Methodist  U.N.  program,  in¬ 
clude  Church  Women  United,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  interna¬ 


tional  affairs  unit,  the  World  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Religion  for  Peace,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptist  Department  of  Internation¬ 
al  Affairs,  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
U.S.  Office,  the  U.S.  Office  of  the 
Commission  of  the  Churches  on  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs  (part  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches)  and  other  relig¬ 
ious  and  secular  agencies  devoted  to 
peace  and  world  understanding. 

The  center  maintains  a  chapel  that 
serves  the  U.N.  community  and  sev¬ 
eral  New  York  religious  groups.  A 
chaplaincy  program  offers  counseling, 
instruction  on  life  in  New  York  for 
newcomers  to  the  U.N.  staff,  and  over¬ 
seas  interreligious  use  of  the  chapel. 


no.  Votes  on  the  three  amendments 
relating  to  striking  masculine  language 
range  from  9,171  in  favor  and  198 
opposed,  to  8,829  yes  and  382  no. 

Largest  of  all  margins  is  that  in 
favor  of  providing  for  changes  in 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  boundaries 
which  would  be  necessary  if  Puerto 
Rico  becomes  an  autonomous  church, 
nr  affiliates  with  a  united  church.  As 
of  June  15,  9,091  said  yes,  and  71  no. 

At  its  annual  session  in  late  May, 
the  Puerto  Rico  Conference  moved  to 
prepare  for  eventual  autonomy  by  re¬ 
ferring  to  its  executive  council  plans 
for  how  and  when  this  step  might  be 
taken.  The  delegates  also  asked  pas¬ 
tors  to  begin  programs  in  their  local 
churches  interpreting  what  autonomy 
would  mean. 

The  first  of  some  74  sessions  of  the 
church’s  full  and  mission  conferences 
was  held  May  4-5  in  Eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Major  action  by  the  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  was  a  restruc¬ 
turing  of  conference  organization  to 
provide  a  division  of  responsibility  be¬ 
tween  the  conference  superintendent 
and  a  full-time  superintendent  of  the 
mission  operated  by  it.  The  latter  in¬ 
cludes  schools,  a  hospital,  and  com¬ 
munity  development  work. 

Restructure  was  on  the  agenda  of  a 
number  of  other  annual  conferences, 
also. 

South  Indiana,  Troy,  Mississippi  and 
New  Hampshire  approved  new  struc¬ 
tures,  and  a  plan  accepted  earlier  in 
Florida  became  effective  with  the 
close  of  the  annual  session.  Western 
New  York  set  up  a  commission  to  re¬ 
port  in  1974,  Louisiana  continued  a 
body  established  a  year  ago  and  said 
a  special  session  to  hear  its  report 
would  be  likely  in  about  six  months, 
Missouri  West  put  stress  on  district 
programming  in  its  changes.  North 
Dakota  revised  and  clarified  a  plan 

Ministries  staff  n 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  Do  you 
know  someone  who  has  expertise  in 
coordination,  who  relates  well  to 
others,  and  who  can  listen  as  well  as 
communicate  clearly? 

If  so,  and  if  that  person  possesses 
a  number  of  other  highly  desirable  at¬ 
tributes,  then  you  would  do  well  to 
nominate  your  friend  for  a  vacancy  on 
the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

On  behalf  of  the  council’s  search 
committee,  the  Rev.  R.  Jervis  Cooke 
of  Dover,  Del.,  has  addressed  a  letter 
of  inquiry  to  a  long  list  of  general 
bfficers  and  annual  conference  leaders 
of  the  denomination,  outlining  some  of 
the  basic  qualifications  for  the  job  of 
assistant  general  secretary  on  the 
council’s  staff. 

Dr.  Paul  V.  Church  is  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  council,  whose  elected 
staff  includes  three  other  assistant 
general  secretaries  who  are  based  at 
the  Dayton  headquarters.  A  fourth  as¬ 
sistant  general  secretary  was  author¬ 
ized  at  the  council’s  last  meeting  to 
concentrate  especially  in  the  field  of 
coordination,  but  “to  work  comfort¬ 
ably  in  the  flexible  style  of  staff  re¬ 
lationship  now  being  developed  within 
the  council.” 

“We  believe  that  this  person  should 


adopted  a  year  ago,  and  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  rejected  a  hotly-debated  proposal 
to  reduce  the  number  of  districts  by 
one. 

For  the  Mississippi  conferences,  the 
sessions  marked  the  formal  end  of 
segregated  structures  as  merger  of 
black  and  white  conferences  in  the 
state  was  completed.  After  the  sessions 
had  concluded  their  actions,  several 
conference  agencies  in  the  new  North 
Mississippi  unit  were  headed  by  blacks 
and  by  lay  persons,  but  all  board  chair¬ 
men  in  the  Mississippi  Conference  were 
chosen  from  the  former  white  confer¬ 
ence. 

For  United  Methodists  in  Alabama, 
Arkansas  and  Oklahoma,  the  1973 
conferences  were  the  first  such  annual 
sessions  since  black  and  white  mer¬ 
gers  were  completed. 

Minority  attention  was  found  in  a 
number  of  other  sessions,  also  includ¬ 
ing  North  Carolina,  Iowa,  North  Indi¬ 
ana,  Rio  Grande  and  Kansas  West. 

In  North  Carolina,  an  American 
Indian,  the  Rev.  Simeon  F.  Cummings, 
was  appointed  to  a  conference  council 
on  ministries  post  in  what  may  be  the 
first  such  assignment  in  the  nation.  In 
Iowa,  a  request  for  funds  was  made  by 
American  Indian  Movement  represen¬ 
tatives  who  had  encamped  on  the  area 
headquarters  grounds  and  the  confer¬ 
ence  responded  by  making  available 
up  to  $85,000  in  bail  bond  funds  for 
an  Indian  under  indictment,  and  up  to 
$15,000  to  assist  in  setting  up  an  In¬ 
dian  development  center  in  Des 
Moines. 

The  first  Spanish-1  anguage  hymnal 
in  54  years  was  dedicated  in  the  Rio 
Grande  sessions.  Kansas  West  ap¬ 
proved  a  Mexican-American  ministry 
for  the  western  part  of  the  state.  Black 
members  in  North  Indiana  asked  for 
greater  visibility  in  the  organization 
and  operation  of  the  conference, 
t 

leds  right  person 

have  a  knowledge  of  the  organizational 
structure  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  of  the  programmatic  work 
of  its  general  agencies,”  Dr.  Cooke 
says  in  his  letter. 

Dr.  Cooke  also  points  out  that  the 
council  has  urged  the  comjmittee  “to 
use  particular  diligence  to  search  for 
candidates  who  are  lay,  female  or  of 
minority  racial  or  ethnic  background.” 
Consequently,  the  list  of  those  receiv¬ 
ing  Dr.  Cooke’s  letter  includes  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
executives  and  the  leadership  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  Role  of 
Women  as  well  as  leaders  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  ethnic  caucuses  in  the  denomina.- 
tion. 

Final  date  for  receiving  applica¬ 
tions  has  been  set  for  August  1 . 
Nominations  should  be  addressed  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  601 
West  Riverview  Avenue,  Dayton,  Ohio 
45406. 

The  letter  of  inquiry  points  out  that 
applicants  should  have  at  least  the 
equivalent  of  a  college  degree,  a  level 
of  maturity  suggested  by  an  age  range 
of  30  to  55  and  experience  that  “would 
give  evidence  of  the  ability  to  negoti¬ 
ate,  to  synthesize  and  to  achieve  mean¬ 
ingful  compromise  in  a  coordinating 
role.” 
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The  Rev.  Homer  Boiles  (with 
guitar),  Roanoke  pastor,  led  a 
recent  three-night  revival  at 
Hackberry  Church.  Miss  Cindy 
Hansen  of  Wesley  Church,  Sul¬ 
phur,  was  revival  pianist.  The 
Rev.  Walter  Clarke,  pastor  of 
Hackberry  and  Wesley  Churches, 
led  congregational  singing. 


AT  LEFT:  Ten  persons  representing  Bap¬ 
tist,  United  Methodist,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Nazarene  congregations  in  the  Marksville 
area  prepare  to  leave  for  a  lay  witness  mis¬ 
sion  at  Denham  Springs.  ABOVE:  Partici¬ 
pating  ministers  (left  to  right)  Robert 
Chason,  Nazarene;  John  M.  Lee,  United 
Methodist;  R.  P.  Butler,  Baptist.  The  final 
night  (in  a  Baptist  Church)  was  highlighted 
with  a  sermon  by  a  United  Methodist,  and 
the  receiving  of  an  offering  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  and  a  Nazarene, 


The  youth  of  Southside  Church, 
Monroe,  recently  sponsored  a 
cake  and  rummage  sale  to  raise 
money  for  a  summer  trip.  The 
Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  their  minister. 


LEFT:  Class  of  young  persons 
recently  received  into  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  Gueydan  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
W.  Peterson,  pastor. 


RIGHT:  This  newly  organized 

Children’s  Choir  at  Pleasant 
Hill  Church  is  directed  by  Mrs. 
Karen  Hardee  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Moore.  The  Rev.  Jim  Constable 
is  pastor. 


Frank  Jones  (right)  recently  pre¬ 
sented  a  concert  at  Welsh  United 
Methodist  Church  under  spon¬ 
sorship  of  that  church’s  Family 
Lite  Committee.  Shown  with 
Jones  (left  to  right)  W.  H.  (Pat) 
Patterson,  Jill  Watkins,  and  Mrs. 
Bobby  Watkins,  chairman.  The 
Rev.  Ira  M.  Robinson  is  pastor. 


Youth  of  St.  Luke’s  Church, 
Shreveport,  recently  presented 
the  folk  musical,  “Joy  Is  Like 
Rain,’’  by  Sr.  Miriam  Therese 
Winter.  The  sanctuary  and  altar 
setting  included  banners,  bal¬ 
loons  and  a  floral  arrangement. 
The  production  was  directed  by 
Mrs.  Neva  Brown;  the  Rev.  James 
Poole  is  senior  minister;  the 
Rev.  Perry  Bell  is  minister-in¬ 
training. 


$100,000.00 

CANCER 

POLICY 

•  Guaranteed 
Renewable 

•  No  Medical  Exam 

•  No  Age  Limit 

Annual  Premiums: 
Individual  .  .  $30 
Family . $45 

Pays  in  addition  to 
other  insuronce 
directly  to  you. 

Write  for  brochure  end 
details;  Send  us  your  .  .  . 


The  Men’s  Club  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Church,  Sulphur  (AT 
RIGHT)  had  as  their 
speaker  at  a  recent  “fish 
fry’’  the  Rev.  Oakley 
Lee,  a  retired  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Rayburn 
Fugatt  is  club  president; 
the  Rev.  Walter  Clarke 
is  pastor. 


NAME  . 
ADDRESS 


TO 

Mike  John  Jr. 

Insurance  Agency 

410  Hudson  Lone 
Monroe,  La. 

71201 


The  Rev.  George  Burlew  (right),  associate 
member  of  Louisiana  Conference  and 
pastor  of  Lottie-Rosedale-New  Roads 
Charge  for  eight  years,  at  recent  service 
in  his  honor  at  Rosedale.  Burlew  an¬ 
nounced  his  retirement  at  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  session.  Mrs.  Burlew  is  pictured 
with  her  husband.  Members  of  charge 
presented  Burlew  with  a  gift  of  over  $700 
at  service,  which  was  attended  by  ap¬ 
proximately  200  persons.  Dr.  T.  M. 
Beamon,  lay  leader  of  Rosedale  Church, 
presided  over  activities  which  included 
performance  by  “One  Way  Singers  from 
Jonesville. 
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Methodist  Home  Visitor 


Ruston,  Louisiana 


THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME 

Post  Office  Drawer  H  9=iq.‘;n'5n 


METAIRIE  GROUP  VISITS  HOME 

Thirty-four  members  of  the  Youth 
Choir,  St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Metairie,  visited  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Children’s  Home  recently,  accom¬ 
panied  by  four  adults.  Meeting  in  the 
chapel.  Rev.  Ezell  presented  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  Home’s  work.  An  inten¬ 
sive,  very  meaningful  discussion  (Rap) 
session  followed,  then  a  tour  of  the 
Home.  The  Home  welcomes  all  such 
groups. 

t 

SUMMER  IS  ALWAYS  BUSY 

People  once  spoke  of  the  “long,  lazy 
days  of  summer.”  No  more.  Our  sum¬ 
mer,  like  yours,  will  be  busy: 

Scout  camp,  campus  vacation  (paid 
by  a  private  donor),  swimming,  base¬ 
ball,  a  full  program  of  arts  and  crafts, 
church  activities,  on  campus  chapel, 
visits,  jobs  for  those  who  can  find 
them  (several  have),  all  the  added 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  daily 
routine,  and  on  and  on  and  on. 
t 

ARE  YOU  THE  MESSIAH? 

Are  you  the  Messiah  or  shall  we 
look  for  another,  the  followers  of  John 
the  Baptist  asked  Jesus?  Go  back  and 
tell  John  the  things  you  have  seen  me 
do,  the  things  you  have  heard  that  I 
have  done  for  people,  Jesus  replied.  It 
is  easy  to  say  ‘T  love”.  It  may  not  be 
so  easy,  but  it  may  be  more  realistic 
to  prove  love  through  sacrifice  and 
service.  Jesus  said,  “By  their  fruits  ye 
shall  know  them.” 

“When  my  mother  and  father  for¬ 
sake  me,  then  the  Lord  will  take  me 
up.”  These  words  of  the  Psalmist  are 
a  reality  for  thousands  of  children  in 
America.  Social  ills  such  as  alcoholism, 
drug  addiction,  neglect,  poverty, 
emotional  disturbance,  mental  illness., 
crime,  violence,  sex  abuse  and  divorce 
cause  some  600,000  of  our  children  to 
live  in  institutions.  (From  CARE  ’N 
SHARE,  Oklahoma  Baptist  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Child  Care). 

In  Jesus’  well  known  story,  the 
Shepherd  made  almost  unbelievable 
sacrifice  to  salvage  the  One  who  was 
lost.  Shall  we  not  do  the  same? 
t 


JAMIE  MANES 

by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Hansen 
E.  v.  McDonald 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  G.  Stewart,  Jr. 
MRS.  O.  H.  LOVE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  R.  McDonald 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Bouauchard 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  McGehee 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Johnston 
MRS.  DORA  PRINZ 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  E.  Snider 
ERIC  BROWN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Brown 
JACK  OLMSTED 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bryant  Gore 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  Olmsted 
AUSTIN  W.  GLEASON,  JR. 

by  Mrs .  Lola  Wilson 
JAMES  ROY  FULLER 
by  Madison,  Files,  Garrett, 
Brandon  &  Hamaker,  Lawyers 
REV,  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Maida  &  Jack  Willis 


FROM  LEFT:  The  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  superintendent 
of  Methodist  Children’s  Home;  Melvin  Lewis,  president 
of  Alumni  Association;  Terrel  DeVille,  assistant 
superintendent. 

Homecoming  ‘‘Big”  at 
Methodist  Children’s  Home 

‘The  Home  helped  us.  We  ought  to  see  what  we  can  do.’  This  is  not 
a  quote,  but  a  feeling  expressed  by  a  number  of  former  residents  of  the 
Hqme  in  different  ways.  Not  only  was  the  crowd  larger;  more  of  the 
younger  former  residents  were  here.  More  of  them,  with  others,  joined  in 
this  type  of  expression. 

Chaired  by  Mr.  Melvin  Lewis,  Alumni  President,  an  excellent  dis¬ 
cussion  led  to  action. 

Literature  setting  forth  the  methods  and  purposes  of  the  Home,  in 
our  day,  was  distributed  to  those  present. 

The  Alumni  Association  is  sending  this  literature  to  every  person  on 
its  mailing  list. 

Mr.  Melvin  Lewis  appointed  a  committee  of  persons  actively  in¬ 
terested,  with  the  Home  Superintendent  as  an  ex-officio  or  advisory 
mamber,  to  explore  ways  by  which  the  Alumni  might  be  of  help  to  the 
Home.  The  need  for  more  wide-spread  distribution  of  information  was 
discussed  as  one  of  the  major  ways  by  which  an  Alumni  sponsored  or¬ 
ganization  might  help. 

At  the  close  of  the  worship  service  following  the  business  meeting, 
Mr.  Lewis  expressed  his  elation  at  the  response  made  by  the  group  and 
his  belief  that  this  might  be  the  beginning  of  a  really  meaningful  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  Alumni. 

t 


BLANCHARD  WATTS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs,  Doyle  O,  Moore 
MRS,  BOBBY  WALKER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Doyle  O.  Moore 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Doyle  O .  Moore 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs ,  J ,  H .  Boatman 
MRS.  D.  L.  HAMMONS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  H .  Boatman 
EULA  HARRIS 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Rufus  Rogers 
by  Mr  s .  J .  L .  Peavy 
CLYDE  TAYLOR 
by  Mrs .  Clyde  Taylor  and  Mr.  & 
Mrs .  Jesse  Bridges 
MRS.  DONNIE  B.  BURNS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  D.  Holmes 
MRS.  LUDIE  EDWARDS 
by  Mrs  .  D .  Crawford  Young 
MR.  &  MRS.  JAMES  ROY  FULLER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  D.  Hanaker 
MRS.  PEARL  MANGHAM 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs  .  Qaude  Adcock 
AUSTIN  GLEASON 
by  B.  R.  Goodwin 
by  Baylus  Goodwin 
MRS.  R.  L.  QUIGLES 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Henry  Galloway 
MRS.  J.  D.  BENNETT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  H.  Goebel 
MRS.  MARJORIE  RICHARD  DAVIS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Jerry  Fairbanks 
DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mrs .  Lillie  Chaney  and  Mr .  & 
Mrs  .  E .  E .  Garlington 
MR.  &  MRS.  E.  L.  BAILEY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  D.  Albright 
MRS.  GENA  McGILVRAY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Flowers 
JAMES  BENJAMIN  McDANIEL 


by  Mrs.  Chester  P.  Derveloy 
J.  W.  ROGILLIO 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Rogillio 
WREN  SHEPPARD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rutland  Morriss 
DR.  NORVAL  GARRETT 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Don  Bickham 
RANDOLPH  CORBIN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Don  Bickham 
MRS.  LOIS  MAY 
by  Herman  &  Avice  Wilder 
MISS  MAE  HAMMETT 
by  Mrs .  Hannah  A .  Hankins 
MRS.  O.  H.  LOVE,  SR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Grace 
MRS.  SALLY  DOUGLAS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Jack  Grace 
A.  W.  GLEASON,  JR. 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  J .  Douglas 
MRS.  WALLACE  McGILVRAY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  T.  R.  Bartlett 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  T.  E.  Wells 

H.  F. BROWN 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Eugene  Lee 
BOYD  BROWN 

by  the  Purchasing  Department, 
Ark  -La  Gas  Co . ,  Shreveport 
AUSTIN  GLEASON 
by  Mrs.  E.  R.  Burr 
E.  C.  ERWIN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herbert  Mixon 
MRS.  LUCILLE  WELLS  FULLER 
by  Madison,  Files,  Garrett. 
Brandon  &  Hamaker,  Attorneys 
MRS.  W.  B.  DANIEL,  SR. 
by  Mrs.  Helen  B.  McDowell 

I.  A.  SWEENEY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  G.  Johnson 
MRS.  ROY  ALFORD 
by  Mrs .  E .  L .  Lyon 


ADOPTION?  WE’RE  SORRY?* 

Many  fine  people  want  to  adopt 
children.  This  says  fine  things  about 
the  people  not  said  by  the  mere  words. 
Inquiries  come  to  us  almost  weekly. 
We  wish  we  could  help,  but  we  can¬ 
not.  Why? 

1.  Very  few  children  are  legally 
adoptable.  Medical-scientific  know¬ 
ledge  has  increased  to  the  point  that 
far  fewer  non-legitimate  babies  are 
born. 

2.  Attitudes  of  society  are  changing. 
More  mothers  of  non-legitimate  babies 
are  keeping  them  in  their  homes. 
Adoptive  homes  all  over  the  country 
are  curtailing  or  changing  their  pro¬ 
grams,  Many  are  closing. 

3.  Again,  attitudes  are  changing. 
Children  who  might  formerly  have 
been  removed  from  the  unacceptable 
homes  are  being  left  there.  Adoptions 
of  older  children  are  difficult,  require 
much  time  and  high  priced  services, 
and  have  been  known  to  be  reversed. 
The  Conference  approved  a  change  in 
our  charter  to  allow  us  to  seek  licens¬ 
ing  for  adoptive  services.  Due  to  many 
difficulties  involved,  plus  the  time,  the 
cost,  and  the  worker  qualification  re¬ 
quired,  we  have  never  sought  that  li¬ 
censing  for  adoptive  services. 

We  wish  we  could  help.  We  can’t. 
We’re  sorry. 

Har^  E.  Ezell,  Superintendent 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Ruston,  Louisiana 

t 

IF  WE  WERE  ALL  ALIKE 
HOW  TERRIBLE  IT  WOULD  BE 

Plants  need  roots,  a  source  of  food 
and  water,  they  all  do.  But  some  are 
roses,  some  are  cotton  or  corn,  some 
are  pumpkins,  some  are  crape  myrtle 
trees.  All  share  common  needs.  All  ful¬ 
fill  their  own  purpose  in  God’s  crea¬ 
tive  plan.  There  is  a  place  and  a  need 
for  each,  whether  it  be  a  plant  or  a 
human.  If,  by  night,  one  is  lost,  then 
something  is  lost  to  all.  We  share  with 
God  in  his  overall  pattern  of  creativ¬ 
ity  and  purpose.  “This  is  my  Father’s 
world.” 
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MRS.  ANNIE  T.  HOOKS 
by  Mrs .  E .  L .  Lyon 
MRS.  ALICE  THOMAS 
by  Mrs .  E .  L .  Lyon 
KRISTI  ANN  COOK 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 
MISS  DOROTHY  WILLIAMS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 
JOHN  IRBY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 
MRS.  G.  H,  PIERSON 
by  Mrs .  Jewell  P.  Jackson 
MISS  MAY  HAMMETT 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  A .  E .  Brown 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  P.  M.  Ballard 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  children  of  Mr .  &  Mrs . 

R.  E.  Posey 
LONNIE  NOBLE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  E .  A .  Holley 
MRS.  W.  H.  TENNEY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  A.  Holley 
J.  W.  WATERS 
by  Mrs .  Scott  Buatt 
RICHARD  PEARSON  BROWN 
by  Glenmora  United  Methodist 
Church 

(To  be  continued) 
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INDEPENDENCE  DAY  JULY  4, 1973 

Psalms  3S:  12-22  from  The  LIVING  BIBLE 

Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord,  whose 
people  he  has  chosen  as  his  own.  The  Lord  gazes 
down  upon  mankind  from  heaven  where  he  lives.  He 
has  made  their  hearts  and  closely  watches  every¬ 
thing  they  do.  The  best-equipped  army  cannot  save 
a  king — for  great  strength  is  not  enough  to  save 
anyone.  A  war  horse  is  a  poor  risk  for  winning  vic¬ 
tories — it  is  strong  but  it  cannot  save.  But  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord  are  watching  over  those  who  fear  him, 
who  rely  upon  his  steady  love.  He  will  keep  them 
from  death  even  in  times  of  famine!  We  depend 
upon  the  Lord  alone  to  save  us.  Only  he  can  help 
us;  he  protects  us  like  a  shield.  No  wonder  we  are 
happy  in  the  Lord!  For  we  are  trusting  him.  We 
trust  his  holy  name.  Yes,  Lord,  let  your  constant 
love  surround  us,  for  our  hopes  are  in  you  alone. 

Religious  Heritage  of  America 
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Gulf  side  Seminar  and  Retreat 
for  lay  leadership  planned 
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July  13-15  .  .  . 

All  roads  lead  to  Purdue 
National  Laity  Conference 


by  Cecil  Bland 

The  National  Laity  Conference  has 
been  set  for  the  weekend  of  July  13- 
14-15  on  the  campus  of  Purdue  Uni¬ 
versity,  in  Lafayette,  Indiana.  This 
event  takes  place  every  four  years,  in 
the  year  following  a  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Church. 

This  time,  men,  women  and  high 
school  youth  are  invited  to  take  part. 
An  interesting  program  erf  learning, 
sharing  and  inspiration  has  been 
planned. 

Among  the  personalities  scheduled 
to  be  on  the  program  are;  Oris  Bald¬ 
win  and  Bill  Mann  to  provide  music 
and  lead  the  singing;  Lou  Mobley  and 
Ernest  Smith  to  give  the  major  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  Ms.  Gene  Maxwell  to  pro¬ 
vide  innovative  worship. 

A  goal  of  5,000  persons  to  attend 
has  been  set,  but  pre-registration  has 
been  very  slow.  Sidney  R.  Nichols  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  has 
commented  on  several  possibilities  as 


to  why  the  poor  registration  figures:  1. 
There  is  a  different  “mindset”  to¬ 
wards  big  national  meetings;  2.  Pos¬ 
sible  resentment  of  men  against  invit¬ 
ing  women  and  youth  might  cause  a 
boycott;  and  3.  Competition  with  other 
national  and  regional  gatherings  this 
year. 

Registrations  so  far  are  running  40 
per  cent  women,  60  per  cent  men. 
Lots  of  married  couples  are  planning 
to  come.  The  coirference  needs  4,000 
registrants  to  break  even  with  the  basic 
costs  (rooms,  food,  etc.). 

Decline  for  registration  has  been 
moved  to  July  1.  The  District  Lay 
Leaders  in  the  Conference  have  regis¬ 
tration  forms.  Cost  is  $37.50  per  per¬ 
son,  each  additional  memiber  of  fam¬ 
ily  $32.50,  plus  your  transportation 
to  and  from  Purdue. 

You  can  send  your  check  and  per¬ 
sonal  information  direct  to  National 
Conference  of  Laity,  1200  Davis 
Street,  Evanston,  Illinois  60201. 
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by  Cecil  Bland 


The  Gulfside  Laymen’s  Association 
of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  and 
the  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work 
of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
are  sponsoring  a  Seminar  and  Retreat 
for  Male  and  Female  Lay  Leadership 
of  the  Church  on  the  conference,  dis¬ 
trict  and  local  church  levels  at  Gulf- 
side  Assembly,  Waveland,  Miss.,  Aug¬ 
ust  17-19.  The  clergy  are  also  invited. 

The  Gulfside  Assembly  was  related 
to  the  former  Louisiana  Conference  B 
and  was  used  extensively  for  meetings 
and  retreats.  Many  of  those  members 
of  our  conference,  particularly  in  the 


REMINDER 

In  accordance  with  our  practice 
of  many  years,  we  will  not  pub¬ 
lish  an  issue  next  week  —  the 
week  in  which  the  Fourth  of  July 
occurs.  For  the  convenience  of 
our  readers  we  are  printing  in 
this  issue  Daily  Bible  Readings 
for  two  weeks.  The  Sunday 
School  Lesson  for  July  15  will 
be  found  on  page  9  of  this  issue, 
in  addition  to  the  regular  lesson 
on  page  8. 


southern  part  of  Louisiana  attended 
these  meetings. 

Workshops  during  the  Seminar  and 
Retreat  will  be  on  these  subjects:  The 
local  church  lay  leader;  Methodist 
beliefs;  pastor-parish  committee;  his¬ 
tory,  purposes,  program  of  BMCR; 
Administrative  Board  and  Council  on 
Ministries;  Institutional  racism;  United 
Methodist  Men  and  the  EMC  pro¬ 
gram. 

Leaders  will  be  Dwight  Newberg 
and  Charles  P.  Kellogg  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship;  Bert  Jordan,  staff  mem¬ 
ber,  Mississippi  Conference  Council; 
Israel  L.  Rucker,  staff  member.  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  Council;  Woodie 
White  or  Clayton  Hammond,  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race;  Thelma 
Barnes,  executive  director.  National 
BMCR;  and  Wayne  Calbert,  staff, 
Mississippi  United  Methodist  Minis¬ 
try,  president  of  Gulfside  Laymen’s 
Association.  Also  present  will  be  Dr. 
Melvin  G.  Talbert,  newly  elected 
General  Secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  Bishop 
Mack  Stokes  of  the  Jackson  Area. 

The  Seminar  and  Retreat  begins  at 
2  p.m.,  Friday,  Aug.  17  and  ends  at 
noon  Sunday,  Aug.  19.  A  $3  registra¬ 
tion  fee  should  accompany  registra¬ 
tions,  which  should  be  sent  to  Gulf¬ 
side  Laymen’s  Association,  c/o  Mr. 
Wayne  Calbert,  President,  P.  O.  Box 
1147,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205. 


Shown  at  the  84th  Anniversary  celebration  of  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  are  signers  of  final  papers  for  the  acquisition  of 
additional  property.  (Left  to  right,  seated)  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery, 
superintendent  of  the  church’s  study  program;  Mrs.  Mary  Mason  Gordon, 
secretary.  Board  of  Trustees;  Daniel  Jackson,  chairman  of  Board  of 
Trustees;  (Standing).  Felton  E.  Butler,  lay  leader,  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
Williams,  pastor.  The  additional  property  gives  the  total  cfiurch  site  more 
than  three-fourths  of  a  city  block,  on  which  the  congregation  plans  to 
erect  a  new  structure  by  the  Spring  of  1975. 


Louisiana  youths  among 
summer  mission  workers 


Contributions  for  this  column 
should  be  written  briefly  and  bear  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  writer. 
\^at  appears  here  does  not  necessarily 
represent  the  point  of  view  of  this  pub- 
licjliua  aiid  the  editor  reserves  the 
right  to  withhold,  edit  for  space,  or 
print  contributions. 

*  4:  :|= 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  so  fed  up  with  the  failure  of. 
the  Methodist  organization  I  have  to 
express  myself. 

It’s  a  fact  the  “church”  is  losing 
thousands  every  year  while  evangelis¬ 
tic  churches  are  increasing. 

It’s  time  the  Methodist  DIREC¬ 
TORS  identify  Christ  and  forget  or¬ 
ganization  and  trivia. 

Christine  Cook 
Augusta,  Ark. 

P.S.  I’m  not  concerned  about  preserv¬ 
ing  the  denomination  as  such,  but  it’s 
a  shame  for  so  much  money  and  time 
to  be  wasted,  at  the  same  time  actually 
contorting  the  Christian  faith,  which 
is  SIMPLY  CHRIST. 

t 

Dear  Sir: 

In  reply  to  the  article  “Are  We 
Reconcilers  for  Christ?”  by  Dr. 
Charles  P.  McDonald,  and  in  reference 
to  his  criticism  of  healing-by-the-lay- 
ing-on-of-hands  and  casting-out-de¬ 
mons: 

This  is  one  of  the  things  that  was 
commissioned  to  the  followers  and  be¬ 
lievers  of  Jesus  Christ.  Mark  16:  16- 
1 8.  This  is  part  of  the  commission  that 
Jesus  Christ  left  just  before  ascending 


into  Heaven.  This  is  not  just  a  pro¬ 
mise  to  the  Minister  or  any  one  de¬ 
nomination  but  to  THE  BELIEVER. 
Anything  that  we  do  should  balance 
with  the  word  of  God,  not  just  take 
one  scripture  and  use  it  out  of  con¬ 
text. 

Christ  is  our  example  and  this  we 
found  Christ  doing  continually  as  He 
was  here  on  earth  and  that  was  touch¬ 
ing  or  laying  His  hands  on  people  for 
healing.  Matt.  8:  3  &  15,  9:29,  Mark 
6:5,  7:33-35,  16:18,  Luke  4:40,  13:13, 
22:51  and  Acts  28:8. 

And  now  concerning  deliverance  and 
people  being  bound  by  the  devil,  which 
is  well  in  accordance  with  what  THE 
WORD  teaches,  through  the  name  of 
Jesus  there  is  deliverance  and  as  a 
believer  (more  than  in  words)  we  have 
the  authority  to  use  the  name  of  Jesus. 
Neal  A.  Reed 
Morrow,  Ark. 

Morrow  Methodist  Church 

t 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  a  staunch  believer  in  the  cre¬ 
mation  movement,  seeing  the  way  it 
works  in  Oakland,  California,  where 
thousands  of  people  are  cremated 
every  year. 

As  much  as  our  Methodist  Church 
is  strong  in  Arkansas,  so  is  (the)  Bap¬ 
tist.  I  believe  when  people  are  educa¬ 
ted  to  it,  it  would  go  over  here  in  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  and  in  the  state.  It’s  cleaner, 
cheaper,  and  more  dignified. 

Mr.  William  R.  Davidson 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Mission 
and  service  could  be  considered  the 
key  words  to  describe  how  28  young 
men  and  women  are  spending  the 
summer  of  ’73. 

This  year’s  group  of  summer  mis- 
sioners  represent  19  states  from  Rhode 
Island  to  California.  Mission  execu¬ 
tives  say  that  summer  service  can  be 
a  kind  of  “test  run”  for  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  church-related  vocation,  and 
in  previous  years,  as  many  as  half  the 
workers  have  later  entered  full-time 
church  occupations  including  short¬ 
term  missionary  service  in  the  U.S.  and 
overseas.  The  1973  summer  workers 
from  the  Louisiana  area,  their  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  places  of  service  are: 

Louisiana:  Carolyn  Ann  Ford,  407 
Norwood,  Jennings,  to  Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Camp,  Little  Rock, 
Ark.;  Roberta  Charlene  Waitz,  3617 
Felker  St.,  Alexandria,  to  church  and 
community  work  in  the  Woodville- 
Wakulla  area  near  Greensboro,  Fla. 

Their  service  is  of  varied  kinds  and 
is  in  missional  programs,  projects  and 
institutions  of  the  National  Division, 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 


Ministries.  The  range  of  skills  used  by 
the  summer  missioners  is  wide.  Their 
places  of  service  vary  from  camps  to 
community  centers  to  children’s  homes 
to  church-and-community  projects. 

The  National  Division  summer  ser¬ 
vice  is  part  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  over-all  summer  programs 
for  youth,  students  and  young  adults, 
sponsored  by  or  channeled  through 
various  denominational  agencies. 

Their  service  will  call  on  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  summer  workers  to 
employ  such  skills  as  camping,  recrea¬ 
tion  leadership,  work  with  children 
and  the  aging,  music,  tutoring,  com¬ 
munity  development,  seeking  to 
strengthen  rural  churches,  arts  and 
crafts,  and  ministries  with  youth.  The 
period  of  service  is  generally  from  mid- 
June  to  mid-to-late  August. 

The  places  of  service  include  a  mis¬ 
sion  hospital,  community  centers, 
children’s  homes,  church-and-com- 
munity  projects,  a  camp,  homes  and 
programs  for  the  aging,  a  mission  cen¬ 
ter  in  Appalachia  and  programs  with 
physically  and  emotionally  handicap¬ 
ped  children.  a 


Henning  Memorial  Church  featured 
in  July-August  Interpreter 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  “From 
Planning  to  Action”  is  the  theme  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  July- 
August  issue  of  its  program  journal. 

The  Interpreter,  just  off  the  press  here. 

Circulation  of  the  magazine  is  more 
than  300,000. 

Featured  is  a  24-page  center  section 
on  process  planning  called  “It’s  Work¬ 
ing  for  Us.”  This  includes  actual  testi¬ 
monials  eight  varied  churches  offer  for 
the  readers  regarding  their  use  of  pro¬ 
cess  planning  and  program  building. 

Featured  cxi  pages  31-32  under 
the  headline:  “Older  Chtiich  sees 
Brighter  Future,’’  is  Henning  Me¬ 
morial  Church  at  Sulphur.  (The 
Rev.  L.  Ray  Bran  ton  wrote  the 
article'  before  his  recent  assign¬ 
ment  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  (Ml  Ministries’  office.) 


(Ml 

In  an  editorial  explaining  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  special  number.  Editor 
Darrell  R.  Shamblin  says  that  the  sug¬ 
gestions  shared  in  this  issue  and  in 
earlier  issues  of  The  Interpreter  “are 
designed  to  help  churches  adjust  to 
new  circumstances,  meet  new  prob¬ 
lems,  and  deal  with  new  attitudes  that 
arise  to  challenge  the  Christian  mis¬ 
sion  in  the  modern  world.” 

The  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Baker,  managing 
editor  of  the  magazine,  said  that  the 
eight  churches  had  been  selected  by  a 
process  which  involved  all  of  the  Coun¬ 
cils  on  Ministries  of  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  United  States.  Conference 
directors  were  asked  to  nominate  con¬ 
gregations  which  are  doing  an  out¬ 
standing  job  of  process  planning.  The 


articles  used  grew  out  of  this  nomina¬ 
tion  process. 

The  testimonials  come  from 
churches  ranging  all  the  way  from  a 
two-point  circuit  to  a  6,000-mcmbcr 
congregation. 

Other  churches  sharing  their  “suc¬ 
cess  stories”  with  fellow  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are:  Grace  Church,  Walla  Wal¬ 
la,  Washington  (Rev.  Rot^rt  L.  Walk¬ 
er);  First  Church,  Childress,  Texas 
(Rev.  Marvin  D.  James);  St.  Luke’s 
Church,  Houston,  Texas  (Rev.  Joe  T. 
Zink,  Jr.,  director  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion);  Silver  Lake-Rossville  Charge  in 
Kansas  (Rev.  Paul  B.  Mitchell);  Can¬ 
terbury  Church,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
(Rev.  Denson  N.  Franklin,  Sr.);  Wes¬ 
ley  Meadows  Church  near  Hodgen- 
ville,  Kentucky  (Rev.  Gainy  A.  Bo- 
hanon);  Mount  Olivet  Church,  Sca- 
ford,  Delaware  (Rev.  Thomas  C. 
Short). 

Adding  to  the  interest  and  carry¬ 
over  value  of  the  testimonials  are  lists 
of  program  aims  and  goals  of  many  of 
the  churches  reporting. 

In  addition  to  the  “It’s  Working  for 
Us!”  section.  The  Interpreter  program 
planning  number  carries  four  major 
articles  and  lists  program  events  for 
1974  around  which  local  congregations 
can  build  their  own  plans. 

The  lead  article  in  the  magazine  is 
by  the  Rev.  Paul  V.  Church,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  on  “Priorities/Ministries  and  the 
Ministers.”  Dr.  Church  is  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries. 
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From  Our  Readers 


Higher  Education 
An  Instrument  Of  Change 

(Part  /  of  article  by  the  Rev.  Roy  B.  Nash, 

Director,  Tulane-Newcomb  Wesley  Foundation) 


The  role  of  higher  education  in  to¬ 
day’s  society  is,  as  Myron  B.  Bloy  has 
recently  noted,  “a  breeding  ground 
for  world-changing  forces  —  such  as 
the  counter  culture  of  the  young  and 
the  proliferation  of  new  technology.” 
The  arena  of  higher  education  today 
is  one  of  the  most  important  and  dy¬ 
namic  precursors  of  a  new  society.  This 
being  so,  our  academic  institutions 
have  an  enormous  opportunity  to  fos¬ 
ter  a  more  open,  humane  and  just  so¬ 
ciety  in  which  self-determination  and 
individual  fulfillment  can  be  achieved. 
To  meet  this  challenge  they  will  have 
to  reexamine,  reevaluate  and  redesign 
the  educational  experience  so  that  in- 
dividu^s  will  be  nurtured  and  enabled 
to  maximize  their  potential. 

Unquestionably  society’s  needs  cry 
for  help.  Even  to  name  a  few  of  the 
current  serious  problems  of  our  Ameri- 
can  experience,  such  as,  pove^,  war, 
(^pressicMi,  unemployment,  crime,  de¬ 
segregation  and  ^ug  use,  would  surely 
be  to  omit  (rthers  just  as  significantly 
crucial.  But  the  role  oi  higher  educa¬ 
tion  as  a  breeding  ground  for  world 
changing-forces  is  at  the  very  least 
two-fold. 

On  the  one  hand,  higher  education 
must  establish  even  more  than  it  al¬ 
ready  has  the  crucial  purpose,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  its  traditional  pinpose  of  dis¬ 
covering  and  transmitting  knowledge 
and  truth,  of  addressing  its  research 
and  teachmg  toward  the  application  of 
that  knowledge  and  truth  to  our  pre¬ 
sent  crises.  On  the  other  hand,  it  must 
address  itself  seriously  to  its  own  in¬ 
ternal  crises  in  order  that  it  may  serve 
those  needs  of  the  larger  community. 

There  is  no  question  that  institutions 
of  higher  education  are  moving  through 
a  critical  transition  period.  Having  en¬ 
dured  the  decade  of  the  turbulent  60’s 
in  which  college  enrollment  increased 
90  per  cent  (1960-1968),  they  now 
find  themselves  faced  with  major  edu¬ 
cational  reform  if  they  are  to  survive 


this  decisive  and  austerity-ridden  de¬ 
cade  of  the  70’s.  Again,  even  to  name 
a  few  of  the  current  serious  problems 
within  higher  education  today,  such 
as,  curricular  reform,  academic  free¬ 
dom,  tenure,  compulsory  student  gov¬ 
ernment,  professional  standards  for 
faculty,  priorities  and  goals,  would 
surely  be  to  omit  others  just  as  signifi¬ 
cantly  crucial. 

Even  though  our  higher  educational 
institutions  find  themselves  in  the 
shake-up  and  shake-down  period  of  in¬ 
tensive  transition,  they  nevertheless 
have  the  unique  opportunity  of  being 
vision-shapers  of  new  values  for  our 
society,  and  indeed  the  world.  And  if 
they  are  to  embrace  this  challenge, 
then  they  likewise  must  empower  peo¬ 
ple  to  strive  toward  those  values.  This 
means,  of  course,  that  they  must  be 
in  dialogue  about  the  present  values, 
issues  and  priorities  of  s(x;iety  before 
they  can  effectively  be  responsive  to 
its  needs.  Furthermore,  they  must  be¬ 
come  aware  d  the  individual  needs  of 
all  persons  in  the  university  commun¬ 
ity  and  this  means  including  them  in 
the  vision-shaping  and  decisiem-making 
of  those  institutions. 

In  summary,  the  sentence  from  the 
National  Coxmcil  of  Churches’  “State¬ 
ment  on  the  Church,  the  University 
and  Urban  Society”  affirms  in  a  few 
decisive  words  what  our  s(x:iety  needs 
and  the  challenge  placed  before  higher 
education: 

“What  our  times  need  is  not  more  ef¬ 
ficient  means  to  our  ancient  aims, 
but  alternative  visions  of  the  future, 
uniting  men  of  many  cultures  and 
persuasions  in  a  new  mutuality  with 
a  multiplicity  of  methods  and  tech¬ 
nologies  .  .  .  (We  must  now)  give 
priority  greater  than  before  to  the 
task  of  conceiving  whole  new  ways 
of  life  for  the  American  people  and 
to  the  task  of  enabling  men  to  pre¬ 
pare  themselves  for  these  new  ways 
of  life.” 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  From  Our  Readers"  column  elsewhere  in  this  issue) 


Birthday  Present 

America,  our  homeland,  is  catching  it  from  all  sides  just  now  and 
we’re  pretty  bruised  up  and  sore.  We  deserve  some  of  it.  If  it  is  any 
comfort  it  is  a  sign  of  our  strength  that  “only  in  America”  can  such  things 
as  the  open  review  of  our  sins  that  we’re  now  witnessing  happen.  Let’s 
remember  this  when  we  get  impatient  with  all  the  critical  activity  now 
going  on. 

But  birthdays  are  supposed  to  be  happy  occasions.  So  let  us  review 
some  of  the  qualities  not  frequently  enough  remembered  about  our  good 
land. 

America  is  great  because  of  her  envisioned  ideals;  because  of  what, 
at  her  noblest,  she  aspires  to  be;  because  of  what  at  her  best  she  has  been 
and  may  yet  by  the  grace  of  God  become. 

*  America  stands  tall  among  nations  because  of  her  ideals  of  justice, 
equality,  brotherhood  and  freedom.  America,  yes,  is  a  beautiful  land. 

Even  as  we  recite  these  envisioned  and  sometimes-achieved  virtues 
we  are  aware  of  how  short  before  God  ours  and  all  nations  have  fallen 
from  the  highest  ideals.  We  have  a  long  way  yet  to  go  in  bringing  these 
promised  blessings  to  all  of  our  people. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  the  community  of  the  faithful  may  step  for¬ 
ward  with  it’s  present  at  this  birthday  time.  Here  is  is,  America;  the 
church.  The  church  unafraid  and  willing  to  be  used  by  God  to  hear  his 
word  and  do  his  will  in  the  land.  What  better  present,  all  wrapped  up  in 
humility  and  boldness,  passion  and  compassion,  selflessness  and  surrender? 

Happy  Birthday  America. 
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How  Big  America? 

To  what  degree  can  the  church  entertain  controversy?  To  the  extent 
that  it  agrees  with  what  is  being  said  or  gets  a  chance  to  talk  back?  To 
the  degree  that  just  so  long  as  it  doesn’t  hurt  us  we  will  allow  differences 
of  opinion  to  be  voiced?  If  the  church  is  indeed  the  proclaimer  of  a  good 
news  that  relates  to  man’s  total  being  we  can  set  no  limits  on  the  subjects 
of  it’s  concern. 

This  being  so,  we  must  tackle  the  tough  ones. 

So  —  What  about  amnesty? 

Number  one:  we’re  talking  about  somebody’s  sons  and  husbands  and 
brothers.  Perhaps  yours.  Two;  we’re  talking  about  citizens  of  America. 
Three;  we’re  talking  for  the  most  part  about  young  men  who  have  come 
to  the  position  they’re  now  in  because  of  religious  conviction.  They  now 
find  that  their  conviction  has  led  thqm  to  actions  which  bar  them  from 
returning  to  their  homeland. 

However  we  may  feel  on  the  subject  we  should  remember  that  many 
of  these  are  young  men  who  have  listened  to  what  the  church  has  been 
preaching  through  the  years  in  regard  to  the  morality  of  war.  It  would 
almost  seem  that  one  trouble  with  them  is  that  they  believed  us  too  well. 
To  be  sure,  their  brothers  heard  the  same  word  and  with  as  much  con¬ 
viction  went  off  to  war  believing  they  did  the  right  thing  too.  These  too 
are  our  sons,  brothers  and  husbands.  These  too  are  the  subjects  of  God’s 
and  our  love  and  concern. 

Perhaps  the  least  and  the  most  we  can  say  is  that  we  must  approach 
this  subject  with  cool  heads  and  warm  , hearts.  Cool  with  reason  and  warm 
with  compassion.  For  the  answer  surely  cannot  lie  in  a  willingness  to  shut 
our  minds  and  hearts*  and  doors  to  our  sons  who  listened  while  we 
preached  and  came  to  conclusions  other  than  ones  with  which  the  major¬ 
ity  of  their  neighbors  might  happen  to  agree. 

The  church,  of  all  bodies,  has  a  unique  role  to  play  in  regard  to  this 
issue  (as  indeed  to  every  issue).  We  simply  cannot  reflect  the  feelings  we 
may  have  as  patriots  and  subdue  those  beliefs  we  have  nurtured  as 
churchmen.  Germany  made  this  fatal  mistake  before  World  War  II. 

There  are  of  course  more  issues  involved  in  the  complex  question  of 
amnesty  than  I  have  spoken  to  here.  Those  other  issues  are  important. 
But  so  far  as  the  Christian  is  concerned  it  seems  to  me  that  the  priority 
concern  comes  to  the  fore  when  an  old  question  is  asked.  It  is  a  question 
the  sophisticated  theologian  .may  reject.  I  suggest  it  is,  the  one  question 
that  remains  for  the  Christian  after  all  the  arguments  have  been  heard 
and  the  charges  and  defenses  completed.  It  is  the  question  “What  would 
Jesus  do?” 

Continued  next  column 


Our  beloved  father  land  is  about  to  observe  it’s  birthday.  For  many 
in  our  national  family  it  will  be  a  subdued  celebration.  For  some  of  our 
sons  will  receive  no  invitation  to  the  party.  And  many  places  around  the 
banquet  table  will  be  vacant. 

How  big  America?  How  big  the  church? 

J.S.W. 


0^^ 


"Do  you  walk  to  school  or  carry  your  lunch?" 

“How  long  have  you  been  working  here?”  We  were  driving  back 
to  the  service  station  as  I  asked  this  question  of  the  gentleman  who  had 
worked  on  my  car.  “Let’s  see  ...  It  was  either  in  ’41  or  ’52  that  I  came 
here,  I  guess.”  (That’s  “forty-one  or  fifty-two”  —  no  typographical  error).. 
I’m  pretty  sure  I  heard  him  correctly  and  after  a  moment’s  thought  de¬ 
cided  not  to  ask  him  again  because  his  response  had  already  begun  to  do 
pleasant  things  to  [my  mind. 

“Either  ’41  or  ’52.”  You’ve  got  to  back  up  several  times  on  that  to 
really  get  ahold  of  it.  I’m  not  so  sure  I  do  even  now,  and  I’ve  had  about 
3  or  8  days  to  think  about  it. 

Anyway,  you’ve  got  to  admire  the  fellow’s  recall  ability.  Forty-one 
is  a  long  way  back  and  fifty-two  is  about  eleven  (I  believe)  full  years 
later,  so  that’s  pretty  remarkable  in  itself,  to  be  able  to  pinpoint  events 
with  such  accuracy.  But  after  this  consideration  you’ve  got  to  acknowledge 
that  there’s  a  bit  lacking  in  this  kind  of  figuring.  What  I  wonder  about 
is  what  happened  to  those  years  in  between? 

I  don’t  know  why  it  should,  but  it  reminds  me  of  some  of  the  things 
we  do  with  the  Bible.  If  we’re  not  careful  we  get  it  all  mixed  and  messed 
together  in  such  a  way  that  we  don’t  pay  a  lot  of  attention  to  the  whens 
and  whys  and  whats  of  events. 

This  whole  subject  is  important  because  one  of  the  great  things  hap¬ 
pening  today  is  the  return  to  Bible  study.  This  has  reached  phenomenal 
proportions  and  can  be  one  of  the  very  real  significant  events  of  our  time. 
But  there  are  problems  with  some  of  the  current  mad  rushes  to  study  the 
Bible.  Some  popular  studies  dismiss  the  logical,  careful  formulas  that 
past  generations  have  labored  over  the  years  to  develop.  Some  approaches 
today  even  dismiss  without  a  nod  two  thousand  years  of  biblical  scholar- 
^ip. 

To  be  sure  we  need  to  get  back  to  the  Word!  But  we  must  do  so  in 
a  way  that  enables  us  to  know  why  Revelation  was  written  and  what  the 
Book  of  Daniel  is  really  all  about.  Otherwise,  we’ll  be  able  to  understand 
what  that  good  fellow  meant  when  he  said  he  thought  he  came  to  work 
“either  in  ’41  or  ’52.”  And  when  we  understand  that,  we’ll  need  to  really 
worry  about  ourselves. 

t 

"I'm  a  Dixie  doodle  dandy..." 

This  is  the  only  issue  of  the  whole  year  in  which  I  can  indulge  in 
this  particular  bit  of  foolishness  so  I’m  not  even  going  to  ask  you  to  par¬ 
don  the  personal  reference. 

One  always  feels  a  bit  closer  to  those  with  whom  a  birth  date  is 
shared  and  I’m  this  way  with  tny  country.  While  I  didn’t  have  anything 
to  do  with  it  of  course,  my  mother  always  has  known  the  right  thing  to 
do.  Born  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  I  had  (had)  red  hair,  white  cheeks  and 
blue  eyes. 

To  be  sure,  it  takes  more  than  that  to  make  a  patriot,  so  if  you’re 
still  not  convinced,  know  that  the  middle  initial  below  stands  for  “Sparks,” 
which,  I  think  you’ll  have  to  agree,  sounds  rather  Fourth  of  Julyish  and 
patriotic. 

And  if  you’re  the  kind  who  is  impressed  with  all  this  sort  of  thing, 
“Sparks”  was  also  the  name  of  Francis  Asbury’s  horse.  What  do  you 
think  about  that! 

I  don’t  know  what  all  this  has  to  do  with  anything,  but  it  seems  at 
the  moment  like  an  interesting  thought.  I  think. 

J.S.W. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Hamline  University,  a  United  Methodist  institution, 
at  St.  Paul,  Minn,  is  lending  $100,000  among  more 
than  100  alumni  who  will  be  expected  to  pay  back 
the  initial  loan,  plus  the  earnings,  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  plan  developed  after  President  Richard 
Bailey  prevailed  upon  Minneapolis  milling  executive 
Dwayne  O.  Andreas  to  write  the  $100,000  check 
and  an  alumnus  raised  $35,000  to  cover  adminis¬ 
trative  costs.  One  alujmnus  plans  to  raise  Labrador 
puppies.  Another  expects  to  research  and  market 
flower  bulbs.  Eventually  Dr.  Bailey  plans  to  write 
a  book  about  the  outcome  of  the  venture. 

A  Fourth  of  July  editorial  appearing  in  the 
June  22  issue  of  Christianity  Today  states  that 
‘TTie  Christian  citizen  will  not  cease  to  love 
his  country  even  when  he  must  pronounce 
judgment  upon  it.  But  he  must  demand  that  the 
guilty  be  brought  to  justice,  that  the  cancer  be 
cut  out  of  the  body  politic,  and  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  nation  be  controlled  by  people  of 
integrity  whose  actions  do  not  belie  their 
words.” 

Speaking  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  Kresge  Me¬ 
morial  Chapel  at  Claremont  School  of  Theology, 
(Calif.)  Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter  said  that  in  services 
that  are  “embellished  publie  lectures,”  the  hymns, 
prayers  and  anthems  are  sometimes  treated  as  “pre¬ 
liminaries”  to  the  sermon.  “Preaehing  ought  to  be 
a  central  act  of  worship,  but  its  presence  must  be  the 
Word  of  God  in  the  midst  of  the  people,”  stated  Dr. 
Trotter  who  leaves  the  Claremont  seminary  this 
summer  after  more  than  10  years  as  dean,  for  the 
post  of  general  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in  Nash¬ 
ville, 

The  convenor  of  an  international  conference 
on  worship  acknowledged  that  hopes  in  the 
mid-1960s  that  the  Church  m^t  be  revitalized 
through  new  worship  forms  had  not  material¬ 
ized.  The  Rev.  Clifford  J.  Swanson,  chairman 
of  the  Inter-Lutheran  Commission  on  Worship, 
said,  “It  became  readily  apparent,  I  believe, 
that  the  church  will  never  be  saved  through 
wori^iip  forms  of  any  kind.  I  personally  am 
convinced  that  a  given  body  of  believers  conif 
mitted  to  the  cause  of  the  true  worship  of  God 
will  find  ways  of  making  their  praise  of  Him 
effective.” 

The  99th  General  Assembly  of  the  ‘Presbyterian 
Church  in  Canada  supported  ministers  who  refuse 
to  marry  couples  whose  lives  or  values  are  incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  piarriage  vows.  Some  of  the 
ministers  who  responded  to  a  questionnaire  said  they 
would  decline  if  they  felt  the  Church  or  minister 
were  being  used  as  a  “convenience,”  or  where  there 
was  insincerity  about  the  meaning  of  the  service. 

Dr.  David  W.  Preus,  the  new  leader  of  the  IV2 
million-member  American  Lutheran  Church, 
called  on  the  Church  to  help  seek  answers  to 
some  of  the  world’s  toughest  problems.  Dr. 
Preus  urged  the  Church  to  put  its  “theology  to 
work”  by  tackling  such  issues  as  environmental 
destruction,  human  rights,  widespread  thievery 
and  cheating,  oppression  in  South  Africa,  the 
plight  of  the  American  Indians  and  world 
peace.  “A  short  time  ago,”  Dr.  Preus  said, 
“there  was  a  spirit  of  irritation,  of  anger,  of 
suspicion  in  the  Church.  Criticism  and  com¬ 
plaint  were  widespread  .  .  .  Now  we  m'e  re¬ 
turning  to  a  faith  stance.” 


In  Reston,  Va.  the  United  Christian  Parish,  com¬ 
prised  of  members  of  five  of  the  nine  Protestant 
denominations  involved  in  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union,  has  been  formally  constituted.  Be¬ 
lieved  by  its  sponsors  to  be  the  most  ambitious  un¬ 
ion  undertaken  to  date  in  this  country,  it  includes 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  Christian  Churches 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  United  Church  of  Christ, 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.,  and  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  “What  we  really  want  to  do  is  to 
demonstrate  that  the  church  unity  plan  of  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  really  is  viable,”  the  Rev. 
Robert  Regan,  a  United  Methodist,  said. 

Through  the  use  of  scientific  sampling,  the 
Youth  Research  Center,  in  Minneapolis,  will 
undertake  a  three-year  research  project  for  the 
American  Assn,  of  Theological  Schools  that 
Will  assess  the  readiness  of  a  person  to  enter  the 
ministry  and  perfoi;m  effectively.  A  spokesman 
for  AATS  pointed  out  that  when  people  eval¬ 
uate  a  minister,  they  make  judgments  in  several 
categories,  such  as  knowledge,  pastoral  skills, 
psychological  maturity,  and  the  strength  of  the 
person’s  faith  life.  The  project  will  deal  with  all 
religious  groups  whose  seminaries  are  related 
to  AATS  —  Evangjelicals,  mainline  Protestant, 
Roman  CathoUc,  E^em  Orthodox  and  Jewish. 

Owen  Cooper,  recently  retired  president  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Chemical  Corp.,  was  re-elected  by  acclama¬ 
tion  to  the  presidency  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  as  it  held  its  annual  meeting  in  Portland, 
Ore. 

Twenty-seven  college-age  young  people  will  be 
commissioned  at  the  close  of  a  training  period 
in  St.  Paul,  Minn,  this  summer  to  serve  as  $1- 
a^day  Lutheran  evangelists  for  three  weeks  in 
21  U.  S.  communities.  They  will  be  known  as 
“parish  mission  builders,”  in  the  program 
initiated  25  years  ago. 

More  than  18,000  youths  from  America’s  three  maj¬ 
or  Lutheran  churches  are  expected  to  attend  “Dis¬ 
covery  ’73”  at  the  Houston  Astrodome  from  Aug. 
4-8.  This  will  be  the  first  cooperative  youth  gather¬ 
ing  organized  jointly  by  the  three  branches  of  Luth¬ 
eranism. 

Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  meeting  in 
Gujranwala,  Pakistan  outlined  steps  for  a^es- 
sive  Christian  education  once  all  church  schools 
in  that  predominantly  Islamic  country  are  na¬ 
tionalized.  Christian  colleges  were  nationalized 
in  1972,  and  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
are  expected  to  become  government  schools 
soon. 

More  than  1,500  Protestant,  Catholic,  Jewish,  East¬ 
ern  Orthodox  and  other  religious  educators  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  international 
convention  of  the  Religious  Education  Assn.,  of  the 
U.  S.  and  Canada  when  it  meets  in  Toronto,  Nov. 
18-21.  Major  discussions  will  focus  on  the  theme: 
“The  Open  Society:  Shaping  Religion  and  Values.” 

The  Rev.  Jonah  J.  Chang,  born  in  Taiwan, 
has  been  named  director  for  Asian  Ministries 
of  the  Asian  Caucus  of  the  United  Methr^st 
Church.  He  succeeds  the  Rev.  George  Nishir 
kawa  who  has  been  named  superintendent  of 
tlie  Los  Angeles  district.  The  Asian  Caucus, 
with  offices  in  Oakland  (Calif.),  is  an  officially 
recognized  United  Methodist  unit. 

At  a  press  conference  held  before  he  addressed  the 
Payne  Theological  Seminary  graduation  class  (Wil- 
berforce,  Ohio),  Bishop  John  A.  Adams  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  said  the  church 
has  been  the  single  most  important  influence  in  the 
American  black  community  and  is  still  “the  oiily 
viable  institution”  blacks  have.  Bishop  Adams  said, 
“Our  people  have  been  trying  to  serve  themselves 
instead  of  the  mission  of  Jesus  .  .  .  But  the  strength 
and  power  we  gain  from  being  the  people  of  God 
must  go  into  all  the  world.  The  congregations  must 
move  from  self-interest  to  others.” 


“.  .  .  Faith  and  coun^  are  characteristics  that 
are  far  easier  to  ^fine  than  to  demonstrate,” 
Sen.  Herman  Talmadge,  Baptist  lawmaker  from 
Georgia  told  the  weekly  Senate  Prayer  Bre^- 
fast.  He  said,  “They  are  infinitely  easier  to  pic¬ 
ture  than  to  possess.” 

Three  national  advertisers  and  their  agencies  have 
been  the  recipients  of  “Andy”  awards  for  conducting 
advertising  campaigns  reflecting  “social  responsibil¬ 
ity.”  The  “Andy  Awards  Program”  was  initiated  by 
the  Advertising  Club  of  New  York  and  Manhattan 
College  (a  Roman  Catholic  school)  which  presented 
the  awards  jointly. 

The  Salvation  Army  of  New  York  is  one  nf  six 
national  voluntary  youth-serving  organizations 
awarded  federal  grants  totaling  $12,174  to  de¬ 
velop  “education  for  parenthood”  programs  fw 
teen-age  boys  and  giris*  other  Hve  organiza¬ 
tions  are  the  Boys’  Clubs  (rf  America;  Boy 
Scouts  and  Girl  Scouts  of  America;  N^onal 
Federation  of  Settlements  and  Neighborhood 
Centers;  and  Save  the  Children  Federation  (Ap¬ 
palachian  Program). 

Bill  Moyers,  the  Southern  Baptist  minister  who  was 
President  Lyndon  Johnson’s  press  secretary,  told 
some  2,000  Southern  Baptist  women  that  America’s 
real  crisis  is  “neither  technological  nor  environmen¬ 
tal,”  but  rather  is  “moral  and  political;” 

A  weekly  hot  lunch  program  serving  elderly 
residents  of  Charlotte,  N.  Caredina’s  EGzabeth 
area  has  been  organized  by  four  Protestant  con¬ 
gregations.  Some  150  elderly  persons  in  the  area 
were  invited  to  the  June  14  first  luncheon  of 
“The  Elizabeth  Lunch  Program,”  i^onsored  by 
Episcopal,  Baptist,  Presbyterian  and  United 
Methodist  churches.  Following  a  survey  last 
summer  the  churches  “determined  this  (hot 
lunch)  a  priority  need  which  can  be  met  by  the 
churches  working  in  union  together.” 


PRINCETON,  N.J.-  Florence  Dianna  Pohiman 
sings  “Songs  of  the  Spirit”  at  her  home  in 
Princeton,  N.J.,  where  she  recently  received 
her  master  of  divinity  degree  from  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary.  Plans  are  being  made 
for  Miss  Pohiman  to  become  the  first  woman 
chaplain  in  U.S.  military  history.  The  32-year- 
old  native  of  San  Diego  is  scheduled  to  be 
ordained  a  Presbyterian  minister  at  the  National 
Presbyterian  church  in  Washington  July  1. 
Following  her  ordination,  she  will  be  commis¬ 
sioned  in  the  U.S.  Navy  and  on  July  2  will 
begin  an  eight-weeks  indoctrination  course  for 
all  new  chaplains  at  the  U.S.  Navy  Chaplain 
School,  Newport,  R.l.  Miss  Pohiman  graduated 
from  Occidental  College,  Los  Angeles,  in 
1964,  majoring  in  music.  A  soprano,  she  also 
sings  professionally. 
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Staff  persons  from  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  provided 
leadership  for  a  workshop  at 
Golden  Meadow  recently.  Left  to 
right  they  are:  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  who  taught  Adult  Teach¬ 
ers  group;  Mrs.  Maxine  Watkins, 
Teachers  of  Children;  Don  Cot- 
trill;  Youth  teachers. 

t 

Ethical  hypnotist 
counsels  youth 

by  James  Graham 

Dr.  Alonzo  DeMello,  vice  president 
of  the  Hawaii  Clinical  Hypnosis  As¬ 
sociation,  recently  returned  home  to 
Shreveport  for  his  daughter’s  gradua¬ 
tion  exercises  from  Notre  Dame  High 
School.  While  he  was  in  the  city,  he 
was  persuaded  by  his  life-long  friend 
Mr.  Maurice  Monroe,  direetor  of  the 
Travis  Street  Center  to  donate  some 
of  his  time  to  Shreveport  Metropolitan 
Ministry.  Dr.  DeMello  readily  agreed. 
He  held  counseling  sessions  with 
youth  from  the  Travis  Street  Center. 

Dr.  DeMello  participated  in  an  en¬ 
counter  group  session  with  Major 
Pickins  of  the  Police-Community  Unit 
of  Shreveport,  a  representative  from 
the  Shreveport  Police  Department  rep¬ 
resenting  Commissioner  George  D’- 
Artois,  the  Rev.  Parks,  representing 
Juvenile  Court  Judge  G.  Taylor,  and 
youth  from  the  Travis  Street  Center, 
along  with  Maurice  Monroe,  and  the 
Rev.  James  Graham.  With  the  help 
of  Dr.  Pete  Pearson,  executive  director 
of  the  Community  Organization  For 
Drug  Abuse  Control,  a  counseling  ses¬ 
sion  was  held  with  some  youth  at  the 
Caddo  Correctional  Institute, 

Dr.  DeMello,  an  ethical  hypnotist 
has  done  extensive  work  with  youth  in 
Hawaii.  He  has  used  his  hypnotic  skills 
to  deal  with  various  kinds  of  medical 
problems  related  to  child  birth,  dent¬ 
istry,  or  mental  ailment.  He  has  used 
his  hypnotic  skills  on  athletes  like  De¬ 
troit  Lions  Star  Mel  Farr  and  former 
Missouri  running  back  Charlie  Brown. 

Dr.  DeMello  donated  to  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Ministry  several  resources  which 
have  been  useful  in  Hawaii.  Dr.  De¬ 
Mello  had  an  opportunity  to  attend 
several  sessions  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference-  and  was  quite  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  work  being  done  by 
Louisiana  Methodists  in  the  areas  of 
social  concerns,  and  human  welfare. 
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The  Senior  High  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  was  held  June  11-16  with  10  young  persons  and  their 
camp  director.  Bill  Hutchinson  of  Monterrey,  Mexico  attending.  The  Rev.  Penn  Morgan  of  Univer¬ 
sity  Church,  Lake  Charles,  was  camp  director.  _ _ 


H.  B.  “Buck”  Staples  (center)  was  named  Father 
of  the  Year  by  Wesley  Men's  Bible  Class  of  First 
Church,  Alexandria.  W.  A.  Wilson  (left)  chairman 
of  the  Father’s  Day  Awards  Committee,  makes 
the  presentation.  Shown  also  is  class  president, 
Robert  E.  Lee.  Mr.  Staples  has  served  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Administrative  Board,  superintendent 
of  the  youth  department,  has  worked  three  decades 
with  Boy  Scouts  (holds  the  Silver  Beaver  Award), 
and  is  a  past  president  of  his  church  school 
class. 


Planning  a  movie  entitled  “God’s  Children”  to  be 
featured  at  Fall  Mission  Festival  at  Aurora 
Church,  New  Orleans,  are  (from  left)  Dr.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  pastor;  Jeevoah  Simon  of  India;  Ken 
Comer,  missions  chairman,  and  Steve  Kelly,  pro¬ 
ducer  and  photographer. 


ANNOUNCEMENT  FROM 
LAFAYETTE  PARISH 
ON  AGING,  INC. 


If  you  live  in  Lafayette  Parish  and 
you’re  60  or  older,  RSVP  offers  a 
way  to  help  others  and  make  your  own 
life  fuller!  RSVP  —  the  Retired  Sen¬ 
ior  Volunteer  Program  —  tries  to 
match  abilities  and  interests  of  older 
persons  with  community  needs.  There 
are  no  educational  or  income  restric¬ 
tions,  all  are  welcome.  RSVP  will  ar¬ 
range  free  transportation  and  lunch, 
if  you  can  spare  a  morning  or  after¬ 
noon  a  week,  on  a  regular  basis.  And 
you  will  be. covered  by  accident  and 


liability  insurance. 

For  more  information  call:  234-9936 
(If  no  answer  call  232-HELP,  leave  a 
message  and  we  will  return  your  call). 


Some  of  the  112  participants  in 
June  11-15  Day  Camp  sponsored 
by  First  Church  of  DeRidder  at 
Ingallwood  Park,  The  Rev.Wi I liam 
Odell  Si  mmons  is  the  minister. 


In  a  recent  meeting  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  the  Rev.  James  Gwaltney  (left),  assistant 
director  of  Intern  Program  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  discusses  the  program  with 
Mrs.  Harvey  Carter,  WSCS  president,  and  William 
Sessions,  chairman  of  Council  on  Ministries. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below 

is  a  schedule  for  the 

Daily  Bible  Reading,  which  the 

Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 

to  use 

as  a  regular  guide  for 

use  in  your  homes. 

July  1 — 

Sunday  Gen.  1:1 

2  Peter  3:5-14 

July  2 

.  Exodus  19:5-6 

1  Peter  2:9 

July  3  .. 

Romans  1:3-5,  18-32 

July  4 

.  Romans  3:9-26 

July  5  .. 

.  John  1:29-34 

2  Cor.  5:21 

July  6  .. 

. 2  Peter  1:19-21 

Heb.  2:1-4 

July  7  .. 

. Heb.  4:12-16 

1  John  5:1-5 

July  8— Sunday  Job  2:6-10,  13-15 

July  9  . 

.  Job  19:25-27 

July  10 

.  Matt.  9:18-26 

July  11 

.  Matt.  11:1-6 

July  12 

.  John  4:27-39 

July  13 

.  1  Thes.  1:1-10 

July  14 

.  Heb.  11:4-19 

July  15 — Sunday  .  Acts  4:24-35 
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1.  CONTEMPORARY  CHRISTIANS  AND 
THEIR  WRITINGS 
Text:  The  Healing  Fountain 

by  Betty  Thompson . $1.45 


ScAo^l^ 


Cente 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  served  four 
years  as  director  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
prior  to  his  recent  appointment  as  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict.  He  is  currently  president  of  the 
National  Fellowship  of  Conference 
Program  Directors  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  He  is  the  son  of  a  retired 
Methodist  minister.  He  has  served 
churches  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  including  four  years  as 
associate  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport.  For  three  years,  he  was 
executive  director  of  the  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.  Council  of  Churches.  He  will 
lead’  a  section  on  “Contemporary 
Christians  and  Their  Writings”  at  both 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College.  ^ 


Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron  will  teach  one 
of  the  sections  on  “Contemporary 
Christians  and  Their  Writings”  during 
both  sessions  of  the  Louisiana  School 
for  Christian  Mission”  in  July.  A  life¬ 
long  Louisianan,  Estelle  was  married 
to  the  late  Rev.  George  W.  Dameron 
and  with  him,  served  pastorates 
throughout  Louisiana.  She  is  the  im¬ 
mediate  past-president  of  Church 
Women  United  in  Louisiana,  serving 
a  triennium  in  that  capacity.  She  has 
held  both  conference  and  jurisdiction 
offices,  and  was  president  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  WSCS  from  1962-1966. 


THEME:  “OUrI 
-  A  CHRIsj 


JUSTICE, 
OPMENT 
Text:  Go,  F 
by  E 
Process  Gui( 
by  P 


Mid-Week  School:  July  24-27 


Mail  registration  with  fee  ($5.00  for  three  days;  $2.00  for  one  day) 

to:  Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon 

402  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Minden,  La.  /lUDU 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS. 


.ZIP. 


LOCAL  CHURCH. 


.DISTRICT. 


_WSCS _ WSG. 


OFFICE  YOU  HOLD. 


STAYING  ON  CAMPUS-DRIVING  IN-STAYING  IN  TOWN— WITH  (give address). 


CLASS  DESIRED  (choose  one): 

‘‘Contemporary  Christians  and  Their  Writings  —  —  — 

Teachers:  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn _ Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron.. - 

“Justice,  Liberation  and  Development” -  —  — 

Teachers:  The  Rev.  G.  W.  C-  Calvin _ ^^Mrs.  Robert  E.  Green. 

“Women:  Over  Half  the  Earth's  People”-.  - 

Teachers:  Mrs.  David  Cathcart - Mrs.  Ed  Cobb. - 


Mrs.  Frank  Calhoun — 


Mrs.  Frank  A.  Calhoun  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  is  the  wife  of  a  retired 
United  Methodist  minister.  Active  in 
jurisdiction  and  national  women  s  or¬ 
ganizations,  most  of  her  experience  has 
been  in  the  realm  of  mission  educa¬ 
tion.  She  was  on  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  for  eight  years,  serving  as  vice- 
president  and  chairman  of  the  Section 
on  Program  and  Education  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Mission  of  the  Women’s  Division 
for  the  past  four  years.  At  Centenary, 
she  will  be  leading  a  section  of  “Jus¬ 
tice,  Liberation  and  Development.” 
t 
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3.  WOMEN:  OVER  HALF  THE  EARTH’S 
PEOPLE 

Text:  Conduct  Becoming  to  a  Woman 


by  Elaine  Magalis . $1.25 

Women  in  Church  &  Society 
by  Georgia  Harkness . $1.50 


Mrs.  Ed  Cobb,  Ogallala,  Neb.,  has 
a  varied  background  which  should  give 
rare  insight  to  her  leadership  of  the 
course  on  “Women.”  She  is  a  past 
president  of  the  Nebraska  Conference 
WSCS,  and  has  been  a  delegate  or  al¬ 
ternate  to  all  General  Conferences 
since  1960.  She  has  served  on  Nebras¬ 
ka  State  Boards  of  CWU,  AAUW, 
and  PEO.  She  is  a  past  president  of 
Marymount  College  (Salina,  Kan.) 
Alumnae  Association,  and  of  the  Ogal¬ 
lala  Public  Library  Board. 

t 


Mrs.  David  Cathcart  is  a  member  of 
the  Women’s  Division  Staff,  assigned 
since  March,  1971,  to  the  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  region.  She  has  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  So\ith  Eastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  WSCS.  Prior  to  her  present  as¬ 
signment,  she  was  special  assistant  to 
the  president  of  Paine  College  in  Au¬ 
gusta,  Ga.  The  Cathcarts  are  Floridians 
and  her  husband  is  a  ministerial  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Florida  Coherence.  Her 
subject  in  Shreveport  will  be  “Wom¬ 
en:  Over  Half  the  World’s  People.” 
t 


AND  DEVEL- 


T 

F 

E  t . 

lid  a  Difference 

P  a . 


$1.75 

$1.50 


Resource  Persons  for  Special  Emphases 
Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan- Women’s  Division 

Mrs.  I.  W.  Chrisentery-Jurisdiction  Society-Guild,  Member-at-large 
Sister  Clare  Powers- Executive  of  Womeri’s  Fellowship  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Great  Britain 
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Cooperative  Weekend:  July  21  and  22 

Mail  registration  with  fee  ($2.00) 
to:  Mrs.  Louis  Bennett 

311  Hudson  Lane,  Monroe,  La.  71201 


NAME^ _ _ _ 

ADDRESS^ _ _ _ ZIP. 


Mrs.  R.  E,  Green  comes  from  In¬ 
diana  to  lead  the  course  on  “Justice, 
Liberation  and  Development.”  She  has 
served  in  several  capacities  in  confer¬ 
ence  leadership:  on  Councils  of  Minis¬ 
tries,  Structure  Committees,  and 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission.  She  was 
elected  first  lay  delegate  to  General 
•and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  of 
1972,  and  represents  the  United 
Methodist  Church  on  the  General 
Board  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  She  is  first  vice-president  of 
the  Indiana  Council  of  Churches  and 
is  on  the  executive  comimittee  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 


LOCAL  CHURCH _ DISTRICT — : - 

DESIRE  ROOM  ON  CAMPUS _ ROOMMATE _ 

IF  STAYING  OFF  CAMPUS,  GIVE  ADDRESS  AND  PHONE _ 

CLASS  DESIRED  (choose  one)  .  .  CHECK  CHOICE  OF  TEACHERS 

“Contemporary  Christians  and  Their  Writings" _ _ 

Teachers:  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn _ Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron - 

“Justice,  Liberation  and  Development”.^ —  _  ,  — 

Teachers:  The  Rev.  G.  W.  C.  Calvin _ Mrs.  Robert  E.  Green - 

“Women:  Over  Half  the  Earth’s  People” _  —  — 

Teachers:  Mrs.  David  Cathcart _ Mrs.  Ed  Cobb - 


t 
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S<iKd,«Uf 

by  Dr.  James  Workman 


LESSON  FOR  JULY  8: 
Reverence  For  Human  Life 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Exodus  20:13; 
Matthew  5:21-26;  12:9-13;  James  4:l-2b;  1 
John  3:11-18. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Anyone  who  hates  his 
brother  is  a  murderer,  and  you  know  that  no 
murderer  has  eternal  IHe  abiding  in  him.  I  John 
3:15 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  decrease  hate  and 

anger  and  war  and  increase  regard  for  all  life. 

*  *  * 


Murder  cuts  off  our  inheritance  of  eternal  life 
and  the  murderer  robs  his  victim  of  his  heritage  in 
this  life.  Murder  means  the  end  for  the  victim  of 
having  fun  in  life,  celebrating  special  days  and 
sharing  experiences,  singing  and  working  with 
others,  understanding  others,  entertaining  persons 
whose  visits  add  pleasure,  going  to  church  together, 
worshiping  in  the  family,  and  having  the  joy  of 
giving  to  worthy  causes.  Murder  means  death.  The 
Sixth  Commandment,  “You  shall  not  kill,”  is  the 
shortest  of  the  Ten  Commandments.  Its  four  one- 
syllable  words  cover  a  long  and  large  area  of  human 
life  in  its  sacredness  and  its  sacrilege.  This  is  the 
first  of  the  “negative  commandments,”  and  begins 
our  study  of  the  commandments  dealing  with  man’s 
relationships  with  man.  It  is  in  sequence  following 
the  five  first  commandments  dealing  with  God  and 
the  divine  institutions  of  the  Sabbath  and  family 
relationships. 

4:  4= 

THIS  IS  THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL 
COMMANDMENT 

Dr.  Park,  in  the  Interpreter’s  Bible  writes,  “If 
one  were  to  appraise  the  success  of  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  in  attaining  their  object  since  their  pro¬ 
mulgation,  perhaps  this  one  has  been  the  most -suc¬ 
cessful  of  all.  The  respect  for  human  life  has  defin¬ 
itely  grown.  It  is  harder  to  pass  off  murder  under  a 
respectable  name  than  any  other  of  the  forbidden 
acts  noted  in  the  commandments.” 

The  discipline  of  this  commandment  is  the  firk 
in  the  series  determining  man’s  duty  to  his  neighbor. 
This  commandment,  “You  shall  not  kill,”  is  the  first 
of  three  civil  provisions,  murder,  adultery,  and  theft. 
The  concern  of  the  commandment  is  the  protection 
of  human  life  within  the  community  of  Israel,  against 
destruction  by  a  fellow  Israelite.  A  Hebrew  scholar 
says  the  verb  translated  “kill,”  is  not  limited  to  mur¬ 
der  in  the  criminal  sense  and  may  be  used  of  un¬ 
premeditated  killing.  Deuteronomy  4:42  gives  the 
account  of  the  three  cities  of  refuge  where  the  un¬ 
premeditated  murderer  might  flee  for  sanctuary. 
The  Sixth  Commandment  does  forbid  killing  not 
“specifically  authorized.”  This  commandment  did  not 
forbid  an  Israelite  from  slaying  of  animals,  capital 
punishment,  or  killing  enemies  in  war.  It  did  not 
relate  to  suicide, 

*  *  * 


LIFE  IS  MAN’S  MOST  PRECIOUS 
EARTHLY  POSSESSION 

Dr.  Park,  in  exposition  of  the  scripture,  says 
man’s  right  to  enjoy  life  must  be  protected  from  ir¬ 
responsibility  that  would  deprive  him  of  it  for  “thirty 
pieces  of  silver.” 

The  goal  of  a  world  without  any  unpremeditated 
or  premeditated  killing  may  never  be  reached.  A 
growing  understanding  of  why  men  kill  in  wholesale 
or  mass  murder  begins  to  [make  a  deep  conviction 
that  nothing  is  accomplished  by  murder  “except  to 

work  off  their  irritation  or  fury  of  the  moment.” 

* 


JESUS  EXPOSES  ROOTS  OF  MURDER 
AND  THEIR  PURGING 

The  scripture  background  in  Matthew  mentions 
three  steps  in  anger,  that  could  lead  to  murder.  First, 
anyone  angry  with  his  brother  will  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  judge.  Second,  whoever  calls  his  brother 
“you  good-for-nothing!”  will  be  brought  before  the 
Council;  and  whoever  calls  his  brother  a  worthless 
fool  will  be  in  danger  of  going  to  the  fire  of  hell. 

Jesus  taught  that  the  reconciling  heart  and  hand 
are  the  uprooting  of  emotions  of  anger,  condemna¬ 
tion,  and  hatred.  If  the  worshipper  is  coming  with 
his  gift  to  the  altar  and  remembers  an  Cnemy  has  a 
blame  against  him,  he  is  to  leave  his  gift  unoffered 
until  he  goes  and  is  reconciled  to  his  brother.  Then 
he  can  return  and  offer  his  sacrificial  worship  be¬ 
fore  the  altar  with  worship  that  God  approves.  The 
forgiving  heart,  with  an  unending  number  of  times 
to  forgive,  is  the  key  to  reconciliation.  This  is  the 
heart  of  peacemaking,  as  commended  by  Jesus  in  the 
beatitude  in  calling  the  peacemakers  the  children  of 

God.  They  act  as  God  acts  in  making  peace. 

*  !):  * 

UPROOT  KILLING  WITH  LOVING 

Dr.  Albert  Schweitzer  gave  his  life  in  service  to 
the  needs  of  Africa.  His  medical  ministries  helped 
healing  and  preventing  diseases  where  ignorance  and 
neglect  had  prevailed.  His  musical  ministries  gave 
hope  and  relaxation,  world  wide.  His  theological 
writings  preached  the  healing  love  of  the  reconciling 
Christ.  His  last  philosophical  writing  was  on  the 
theme  of  this  lesson,  “Reverence  for  all  Life,”  Our 
lesson  deals  primarily  with  human  life.  Whereas 
there  are  instances  of  approval  of  killing  in  the  Old 
Testament,  the  New  Testament  condemns  wars,  and 
murder.  The  Christian  gospel  continually  empha¬ 
sizes  Jesus’  revelation  of  God’s  reconciling  and  for¬ 
giving  love.  This  the  ultimate  goal  of  all  creation- 
civilization.  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law. 

*  *  * 


GOD’S  LOVE  DEFIES  WORLDLY  FRIENDSHIP 

The  background  scripture  in  James  4:l-2b  de¬ 
fines  the  source  of  quarrels  and  fights  among  the 
early  Christians.  Their  desires  for  pleasures  con¬ 
stantly  fought  within  their  bodies.  They  wanted 
things  that  they  could  not  afford  to  have.  And  so, 
James  says,  “You  are  ready  to  kill”  .  .  .  “So  you 
quarrel  and  fight.”  They  should  ask  God  for  what 
they  want.  Bad  motives  prevented  them  from  asking 
God  for  what  they  needed.  Unfaithful  people, 
friends  of  the  world,  means  that  they  are  enemies 
of  God.  Friends  of  the  world  are  haters  of  God.  The 
quotation  from  Genesis  6:5  gives  the  solution  for 
discipline:  “The  grace  of  God  is  even  stronger  .  .  . 
God  resists  the  proud,  but  gives  grace  to  the  hum¬ 
ble.”  (James  4:1-6) 

* 

KILLINGS  BY  CARELESSNESS  OVERCOME 
BY  STEADFAST  LOVING  CARE 

Our  Adult  Bible  Studies  list  statistics  for  killing 
in  our  day  in  the  United  States.  Fifty  thousand  per¬ 
sons  were  killed  in  auto  accidents  on  our  streets. 
More  than  a  million  persons  have  been  killed  in 
Indochina,  of  which  50,000  were  American  sold¬ 
iers.  These,  were  killed  because  we  cared  more  for 
the  speed  of  highways  and  combat  areas  than 
we  cared  for  safer  driving,  sobriety,  and  pre¬ 
vention  of  armed  conflict  in  war. 

F.B.l.  statistics  for  1970  record  16,000  murders 
in  the  United  States.  One-third  of  a  million  armed 
robberies  were  committed,  each  of  which  held  the 
possibility  of  murder. 

Suicides  are  on  the  increase;  by  a  larger  per¬ 
centage  among  women  than  among  men.  Deaths 


and  injuries  by  accideifts  in  the  home  are  among 
the  largest  percentage  of  .  safety  violations.  Do  we 
care  for  human  life,  or  do  these  statistics  reflect  our 
lack  of  care  to  help  prevent  such  carnage?  There  is 
no  greater  pollution  or  waste  than  in  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  make  such  statistics  possible! 

*  *  * 

FIRST  JOHN  GIVES  THE  GUIDE  FOR  LOVE 
IN  ACTION 

“We  know  that  we  have  passed  out  of  death 
into  life,  because  we  love  the  brethren  .  .  .  Anyone 
who  hates  his  brother  is  a  murderer  .  .  .  Let  us  not 
love  in  word  or  speech  but  in  deed  and  in  truth.” 
The  self-giving  love  of  Jesus  in  laying  down  his  life 
for  his  friends  is  the  Gospel  witness  of  God’s  word 
of  total  love.  God’s  grace  in  him,  given  to  us  de¬ 
mands  our  living  in  grateful  response  as  Christians. 

*  *  * 

LOVE  GUIDES  JESUS’  ETHICS 
IN  A  PERMISSIVE  SOCIETY 

1  recommend  your  reading  of  William  Barclay’s 
Lectures  published  by  Harper-Rowe  under  the  title 
“Ethics  in  a  Permissive  Society.”  He  commends  the 
Christian  ethic  as  one  of  total  concern  for  human 
welfare  and  life.  It  is  a  “passionate  ethic,”  enthusias¬ 
tic  and  compassionate.  It  is  a  way  of  life  with  total 
concern  for  man — body  and  soul.  It  is  the  Spirit  of 
man  that  marks  his  uniqueness  over  all  creation.  It 
is  God’s  self  in  man  up  to  his  capacity  to  contain 
Him.  Man  hears  God  speak  the  worth  of  human 
life  in  this  Spirit  of  Truth.  Key  ’73  is  calling  us  to 
hear  Him  today.  The  worldwide  spiritual  awareness 
is  manifesting  His  call  in  an  amazing  outreach  of 
many  Christian  movements  and  activities.  Dr.  Bar¬ 
clay  quotes  Queen  Victoria  saying,  “she  could  never 
be  ‘queen  of  a  democratic  monarchy.’  ” 

He  cites  the  Ten  Commandments  as  “Thou  shalt 
nots.”  The  Christian  commandment,  “not  one  of  the 
ten,”  is  the  Golden  Rule,  It  is  positive,  (Matt:7:12) 
This  Christian  positive  commandment  is  demanding, 
with  open  end  opportunity. 

*  *  * 

CHRISTIAN  GOSPEL  MAKES 
KILLING  MORE  THAN  MURDER 

Anger  results  in  murder,  and  the  motive  is  more 
than  the  act.  The  same  inner  drive  of  selfishness 
over  neighborliness  is  responsible  for  the  other  com¬ 
mandments  forbidding  adultery,  stealing,  perjury, 
and  coveting — all  of  which  are  often  associated  with 
murder  and  suicide.  Man  cannot  live  in  sin  and  not 
die.  He  can  live  in  God’s  perfect  love  seen  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

4:  4: 

HOME  BIBLE  STUDY  BIBLE  REFERENCES 

Genesis  4:8-16;  Mark  2:28-3:6;  1  Samuel  21:1- 

6;  Isaiah  58:4-9;  John  3:11-18;  I  John  4:13-21. 

*  *  * 

A  PRAYER  FOR  REVERENCE 
OF  HUMAN  LIFE 

Our  heavenly  Father,  who  hath  created  each  one 
of  us  in  Thy  image;  We  Thank  Thee  for  Thy  divine 
identity  in  each  one  of  us.  Help  us  to  be  aware  of 
Thy  image  in  each  person  we  see.  Enable  us  to 
regard  each  other  as  sacred  bearers  of  Thy  divine 
life.  We  bless  Thee  for  giving  Jesus  Christ,  Thy  Son, 
Our  Lord,  to  show  us  Thy  nature  of  forgiving  love. 
May  we  live  daily  in  His  gift  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit  of 
truth.  Amen. 

*  *  * 

Next  Sunday’s  lesson  is  a  study  of  the  Seventh 
Commandment  “You  shall  not  commit  adultery.” 
The  topic  is  “A  Christian  view  of  Sex.” 
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LESSON  FOR  JULY  15: 
A  Christian  View  of  Sex 


ScAm(  JLe4,^K 

by  Dr.  James  Workman 


background  SCRIPTURE:  Exodus  20:14; 
Matthew  5:27-32;  John  8:3-11;  Romans  1:24- 
32;  1  Corinthians  6:13b-20;  Ephesians  5:21-32. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Do  you  not  know  that 
your  body  is  a  temple  o£  the  Holy  Spirit  within 
you,  which  you  have  from  God?  You  are  not 
your  own;  you  were  bought  with  a  price.  So 
glorify  God  in  your  body.  1  Corinthians  6:19- 
20 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  understand  the  God- 
given  human  sexuality,  from  commandment, 
through  Jesus  and  Paul  in  the  New  Testament, 
and  to  dedicate  our  bodies  to  God  as  His  tem¬ 
ples. 

*  *  * 


THE  SEVENTH  COMMANDMENT  IS 
FOR  THE  SECURITY  OF  GOD’S  PEOPLE 

This  Commandment  is  fundamental  to  the  secur¬ 
ity  of  God’s  people  in  Israel  of  old  and  for  all  of 
God’s  people  now.  The  negative  discipline  of  for¬ 
bidding  sexual  communication  in  violation  of  the 
marriage  vow  was  given  to  assure  the  success  of  the 
nation  of  God’s  people.  It  forbids  prostitution  and 
promiscuous  sex  relations.  God’s  covenant  relations 
with  His  people  require  disciplined  control  of  the 
body.  (Exodus  19:1-20)  It  is  well  to  learn  the  key 
words  of  the  Ten  Commandments  and  to  remember 
that  they  are  covenant  vows  with  God.  Read,  learn, 
mark,  and  inwardly  digest  them! 

While  this  Commandment  deals  with  adultery 
specifically,  the  Bible  throughout  gives  instruction 
regarding  illicit  uses  of  sex  in  fornification,  incest, 
sodomy,  and  homosexuality.  While  only  married 
people  may  be  guilty  of  adultery,  unmarried  people 
face  temptations  of  lust  in  the  desire  to  cohabit.  The 
home,  school,  and  church  have  a  fundamental  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  teach  Biblical  truth  about  God’s  will 
in  sexuality.  The  Christian  example  of  parents  be¬ 
fore  children  can  create  a  home  atmosphere  where 
children  and  youth  may  have  their  innate  curiosity 
answered  by  sincere  and  true  word  and  deed.  This 
creates  a  sound  basis  for  personal  and  social  secur¬ 
ity. 

*  *  * 

SO  GLORIFY  GOD  IN  YOUR  BODY 

The  memory  selection,  as  translated  in  “Good 
News  for  Modern  Man,”  sharpens  the  meaning  of 
the  memory  selection  with  the  startling  injunction, 
“Don’t  you  know  that  your  body  is  the  temple  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  who  lives  in  you,  and  was  given  to 
you  by  God?  You  do  not  belong  to  yourselves  but 
to  God;  he  bought  you  for  a  price.  So  use  your  bod¬ 
ies  for  God’s  glory.”  Your  body  is  the  dwelling  place 
of  God  who  is  in  you*.  God  dwells  in  you  in  the 
person  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

A  slightly  varied  meaning  is  suggested  in  Dr. 
Moffatt’s  translation,  “Do  you  not  know  your  body 
is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within  you— the 
Spirit  you  have  received  from  God?  .  .  .  then  glorify 
God  with  your  body.” 

The  King  James  Version  reads,  “What?  Know 
ye  not  that  your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  which  is  in  you,  which  ye  have  of  God,  and 
ye  are  not  your  own?  For  ye  are  bought  with  a 
price;  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body  and  in 

your  spirit,  which  are  God’s.” 

*  *  * 

YOUR  BODY  IS  SACRED 

Among  the  Corinthian  Christians  there  were 


freethinkers  fresh  out  of  paganism,  who  evidently 
claimed  that  sexual  relations  outside  marriage  were 
not  immoral.  They  thought  that  Christians  could 
freely  consort  with  prostitutes  without  blame  or 
guilt.  The  theory,  that  all  things  are  lawful  for  me, 
is  the  slogan  of  such  freethinkers.  Paul  tells  them 
that  some  conduct  is  definitely  not  helpful  for  a 
Christian.  Some  conduct  can  be  definitely  enslaving 
to  the  Christian  spirit.  Paul  cannot  agree  that  the 
sex  act,  like  eating  food,  is  only  natural  and  there¬ 
fore  has  no  moral  or  spiritual  significance.  The 
Christian’s  body  is  not  meant  for  immorality,  Paul 
emphasized  over  and  over. 

Paul  based  his  doctrine  of  the  sacredness  of 
sexual  intercourse  in  marriage  upon  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  doctrine  contained  in  Genesis  2:22,  and  re¬ 
affirmed  by  Jesus  in  Mark  10:2-12,  that  God  made 
male  and  feimale.  Sex  in  scientific  definition  is  that 
which  defines  the  difference  of  male  and  female.  It 
is  an  identifying  gift  of  God.  Paul  believes  that  sex¬ 
ual  intercourse  is  not  an  inconsequential,  isolated 
act  but  one  uniting  man  and  woman  in  an  intimate 
complete  and  enduring  bond. 

Paul  is  “revolted”  by  the  thought  that  any  man 
having  sexual  relations  with  the  pagan  prostitutes, 
who  were  slaves  in  the  Corinth  temples,  entered 
into  communion  with  the  god  whom  they  served. 
Christians  are  made  for  communion  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  their  bodies,  the  gift  of  God. 

*  *  * 

CHRISTIAN  PURITY  IS  IN  DESIRE 
AS  WELL  AS  IN  ACT 

The  look  of  lust  is  adultery  in  the  heart.  This 
is  the  teaching  in  the  scripture  from  Matthew  for 
today’s  lesson.  This  teaching  relates  to  Jesus’  words 
about  anger,  murder,  divorce,  and  oaths.  Jesus  says 
the  motive  is  at  the  heart  of  action,  in  the  sight  of 
God. 

^  ^  ^ 

DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

In  addition  to  the  background  scripture  refer¬ 
ences,  the  following  passages  for  daily  reading  will 
be  helpful  in  devotional  study  and  discipline  — 
Matt.  22:23-33;  John  8:1-11;  Rom.  1:24-32;  Eph. 
5:1-10;  and  Eph.  5:21-33.  They  deal  with  questions 
about  marriage,  mercy,  justice,  retribution  for  un¬ 
natural  sexual  relations,  injunction  against  immoral¬ 
ity,  things  to  avoid,  and  the  duties  of  wives  and 
husbands  in  Christian  living. 

Dr.  Laymen’s  commentary  on  this  Seventh  Com¬ 
mandment  says  this  law  conserved,  not  the  dignity  of 
the  woman,  but  the  husband  or  her  father.  Sexual 
violation  of  a  woman  who  was  married  or  betrothed 
— “engaged” — was  a  capital  offense.  (Deut.  22:22- 
27) 

^  ^ 

CHRISTIAN  VIEW  OF  SEX 
IN  MODERN  LIFE 

Howard  E.  Tower,  in  the  International  Lesson 
Annual,  challenges  us  to  think  of  modern  American 
views  of  sex  as  presented  in  television,  films  and 
other  recreational  programs.  The  foregoing  biblical 
viewpoints  are  a  challenge  to  make  judgments  of 
what  programs  and  films  are  wholesome  and  which 
ones  are  lacking  the  Christian  viewpoint.  How  docs 
the  younger  generation’s  viewpoint  of  sex  fit  into 
the  biblical  ideal?  The  Christian  marriage  cere¬ 
mony  sums  up  the  biblical  standard  of  mutual  sex¬ 
uality  in  the  celebration  of  the  wedding. 

*  ♦  * 

CROWNING  BIBLICAL 
FAMILIES’  RECORDS 

The  scriptural  records  of  Abraham  and  Sarah, 


Hosea  and  Gomer,  Jacob  and  Rachael,  Elizabeth 
and  Zacharias,  and  Joseph  and  Mary  present  a 
long  standing  witness  to  the  power  of  God  in  family 
life. 

Horace  Bushnell,  a  century  ago,  published  a  ser¬ 
mon  on  “Mary,  the  Mother  of  Jesus,”  based  on  Luke 
1:28.  Mary  had  found  favor  with  God  in  her  wom¬ 
anly  nature,  “stretching  itself  Messiahward.” 
Through  the  sweet  longings  of  her  prayers  she  is 
becoming  “inwardly  akin”  to  hear  her  Great  One 
to  be.  When  she  visits  Elizabeth,  their  greeting 
breaks  forth  in  a  hymn  of  benedictioii.  After  His 
advent,  Mary  enters  into  a  silence  in  which  her  heart 
ponders  “in  very  nearly  total  and  dumb  silence.” 
The  Nazareth  home  found  Jesus  growing  in  wisdom, 
stature,  “and  in  favor  with  God  and  <man”  under 
the  faithful  parental  care  of  Joseph  and  Mary.  Very 
few  words  of  Mary  are  recorded  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  from  this  time  on.  Her  work  was  to  be  read  in 
the  life  of  her  Son.  After  the  “Magnificat,”  her  si¬ 
lence  is  her  word  in  scripture,  except  twice,  “Her 
motherly  great  sense  and  piety  are  kept  busy  by  the 
questions  of  the  child,  requiring  to  be  shown  how 
the  Heavenly  Father  feedeth  men  and  birds  alike,” 
Mary  provided  the  home  training  for  Jesus,  and  also 
for  her  other  four  sons  and  probably  three  daugh¬ 
ters.  The  minimal  meaning  of  the  virgin  birth  is  that 
Jesus  had  a  human  mother  and  that  God  was  in 
his  parenthood. 

Dr.  Bushnell  concludes  his  sermon  with  the  re¬ 
lationship  with  Jesus  after  death.  Second  to  Jesus, 
Dr.  Bushnell  says,  “We  will  want  to  know  our  moth¬ 
er,  the  mother  of  Jesus;  for  no  other  of  the  kingdom, 
save  the  King  himself,  has  a  name  that  signifies 
more  .  .  .  First  of  all  she  is  the  woman  by  whom, 
under  God’s  quickening  shadow,  Christ,  the  Eternal 
Son  of  God,  obtained  his  life  connection  with  the 
race,  and  his  birth  into  practical  brotherhood  with 
it  .  .  .  And  higher  still  she  is  raised  by  the  recog¬ 
nition  of  her  son  himself;  for  as  she  is  yearning 
ways  fondly  after  him,  so  will  he  never  disallow 
his  old-time  filial  feeling  towards  her.  Owning  her 
never  as  in  any  sense  the  Mother  of  God,  he  has 
yet  as  a  mother-sense  in  him,  that  will  be  an  ever¬ 
lasting  sentiment  .  .  .  will  clothe  her  with  such 
honors  really  divine,  as  fitly  crown  the  part  she 
bore  in  his  wonderful  story.”  (Sermons  on  Living 
Subjects-1872) 

*  *  * 

AIDS  FOR  CONDUCTING  THE  LESSON 

In  the  Adult  Leader,  John  D,  Humphrey  cites 
the  three  lines  of  interest  and  needs  of  the  class; 
Christian  view  of  sex,  misuse  of  sex  in  media  of 
news  and  television,  and  the  church’s  statements 
in  the  “Book  of  Resolutions” — 1972.  He  quotes 
Wallace  E.  Fisher’s  “Can  Man  Hope  to  be  Hum¬ 
an?”  five  differing  views  on  sex  held  by  many,  as 
follows:  Victorian  morality,  utilitarian  sex  ethic, 
recreational  sex,  situation  ethics,  and  homosexual 
male  and  female  styles. 

*  *  * 

REVELATION  22:13,  17 

“I  am  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  First  and 
the  Last,  the  beginning  and  the  end.”  “  ‘Come,’  say 
the  Spirit  and  the  Bride;  let  the  hearer  too  say 
come.’  ”  So  the  Bible  from  Genesis  through  Revela¬ 
tion  includes  law,  prophets,  wise  men,  apostles,  and 
unknown  authors  in  their  testimony  of  the  abiding 
worth  of  the  disciplines  of  the  Seventh  Command¬ 
ment,  “Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery.” 

^  ^  ^ 

Next  week’s  lesson  is  the  Eighth  Commandment, 

Thou  shalt  not  steal’  —  An  Owner’s  Rights  and 
Responsibilities.” 
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Tax-deferred  annuity  program  under  study 


CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Initial 
steps  toward  establishing  a  tax-defer¬ 
red  annuity  program  as  a  possible  su[>- 
plement  to  retirement  income  for  min¬ 
isters  and  church  lay  workers  were  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Pensions  here  June  13. 

Described  by  the  Rev.  Claire  C. 
Hoyt,  general  secretary  of  the  board, 
as  a  substantial  departure  from  tradi¬ 
tional  denominational  pension  prac¬ 
tices,  the  new  plan  would  allow  for 
contributions  beyond  the  regular  pen¬ 
sions  program  to  be  made  by  a  local 
church  or  employing  agency  which 
then  would  be  put  into  the  individual’s 
pension  fund  and  not  be  subject  to  in¬ 
come  tax  until  retirement. 

Under  present  tax  laws  a  minister 
cannot  deduct  for  income  tax  purposes 
his  own  pension  contributions.  Con¬ 
gress  has  under  consideration  revisions 
in  the  law  which  would  make  this  pos¬ 
sible. 

As  finally  formulated,  it  is  expyected 
that  the  tax-deferred  program  will  be 
available  only  to  a  local  church  that 
has  met  its  basic  pension  obligations 
within  its  annual  conference.  There 
also  is  a  maximum  amount  under  law 
that  can  be  contributed  on  a  tax-de¬ 
ferred  basis  and  this  now  is  estimated 
to  be  about  13  per  cent  of  the  average 
conference  salary  for  a  minister  earn¬ 
ing  at  least  that  much. 

Participation  in  the  tax-deferred 


program  would  be  entirely  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  church  and  pastor.  The 
regular  denominational  pensions  pro¬ 
grams  would  continue  as  at  present. 

Pension  payments  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism  totaled  $32,192,128  during 
1972,  Dr.  Hoyt  said.  The  total  cost 
was  about  $3.77  per  church  member. 

In  addition  to  the  retirement  income 
program,  the  board  also  operates  a 
death  benefit  program  and  a  hospitali¬ 
zation  and  medical  expense  plan. 

The  market  value  of  all  assets  man¬ 
aged  by  the  board  was  $417,410,755 
at  the  close  of  1973.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  pensions  portion  of  these  as¬ 
sets  covers  about  20  per  cent  of  the 

Importance  of  small 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  New  em¬ 
phases  in  town  and  country  church 
work,  such  as  seminars  in  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  and  “a 
more  vital  role”  in  promoting  town 
and  country  issues  in  conferences, 
were  considered  at  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  (UM- 
RF). 

The  UMRF  is  an  unofficial  organi¬ 
zation  which  defines  as  its  purpose  “to 
further  United  Methodism’s  role  in 
creating  a  Christian  rural  society.” 

The  Rev.  Glenn  Biddle,  Jackson, 
Ohio,  UMRF  president,  said  the  exe- 


church’s  total  pensions  liability. 

Dr.  Hoyt  said  that  in  the  past  nine 
and  one-half  years,  the  board  has  been 
able  to  distribute  some  $102,000,00() 
to  the  various  funds  from  investment 
earnings  and  realized  appreciation. 

In  another  action  at  its  session  here, 
the  board  approved  plans  for  a  con¬ 
ference  Dec.  5-6  with  representatives 
of  pensions  boards  in  each  of  the  some 
73  annual  conferences.  The  board  will 
hold  its  next  meeting  just  prior  to  the 
conference  on  Dec.  5. 

Bishop  Alsie  H.  Carleton  of  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.  M.,  is  president  of  the 
Board  of  Pensions. 

t 

churches  stressed 

cutive  committee  discussed  plans  for 
seminars  on  agricultural  and  rural  life 
to  be  held  in  annual  conferences.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Shirley  Greene,  a  staff  mem¬ 
ber  in  Town  and  Country  Ministries 
in  the  National  Division,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  will 
coordinate  the  nationwide  program, 
Mr.  Biddle  said. 

It  is  planned  that  UMRF  units  in 
annual  conferences  will  take  “a  more 
vital  role  in  promoting  town  and  coun¬ 
try  issues  in  the  1970s,”  Mr.  Biddle 
said. 

t 


Follow-up  ministries  alleviate  disaster  hardships 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  What  hap¬ 
pens  when  the  mass  media  and  prob¬ 
ably  most  of  the  public  forget  about 
a  disaster  like,  say,  the  sudden  roaring 
flood  that  wiped  out  several  communi¬ 
ties  along  Buffalo  Creek  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Feb.  26,  1972.  A  dam  burst  up¬ 
stream,  and  the  rushing  water  left  a 
toll  of  118  dead,  4,000  homeless  and 
property  damage  estimated  at  $50,- 
000,000. 

Attention  shifts  to  other,  more  re¬ 
cent  catastrophies  and  away  from  the 
“older”  disaster..  However,  recent  re¬ 
ports  from  Buffalo  Creek  Valley  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  church  is  still  there, 
serving  persons  in  the  post-relief  situa¬ 
tion.  A  team  set  up  soon  after  the 
flood  is  working  to  meet  a  var¬ 
iety  of  needs  —  physical,  psychologi¬ 
cal,  spiritual  —  and  performing  some 
.  ministries  that  are  projected  to  con¬ 
tinue  into  1975. 

Also,  largely  as  a  result  of  Buffalo 
Creek,  a  seminar  was  held  in  early 
May  that  is  believed  to  be  a  mong  the 
first  on  the  church’s  ministry  in  disas¬ 
ter  and  post-disaster.  Under  auspices 
of  the  West  Virginia  United  Methodist 
Conference,  the  seminar  focused  on 
not  only  immediate  needs  but  also 
long-term  services  such  as  grief  coun¬ 
selling  and  other  pastoral  care  minis¬ 
tries,  community  organization  (“help¬ 
ing  to  restore  the  community  fabric”), 
enabling  victims  to  go  to  the  right 
places  for  help  and  encouraging  them 
to  do  as  much  for  themselves  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  restore  self-confidence  and 
hope. 

Primarily  to  train  disaster/disaster 
follow-up  teams  in  West  Virginia  to 
meet  future  “Buffalo  Creeks,”  the 
seminar  drew  participants  from 
church,  government  and  a  university. 
Included  were  ministers  of  several  de¬ 
nominations,  psychologists,  psychia¬ 
trists,  chaplains  from  state  institutions. 


United  Methodist  church  and  com¬ 
munity  workers,  and  staff  members 
from  the  National  Division  and  United 
Methodist  Committee  On  Relief  (UM- 
COR),  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

In  still-stricken  Buffalo  Creek  Val¬ 
ley,  15  months  after  the  flood  an  es¬ 
timated  two-thirds  of  the  victims  still 
are  in  temporary  shelter  such  as  mo¬ 
bile  homes.  Community  life  has  been 
disoriented  because  victims  have  been 
resettled  not  in  their  former  communi¬ 
ties  but  in  temporary  and  unfamiliar 
groupings. 

A  task  force  and  team  ministry  was 
created  by  Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz 
immediately  after  the  flood,  and  has 
continued  through  all  phases  of  the 
recovery.  Its  work  is  expected  to  con¬ 
tinue,  in  some  phases,  for  two  years. 
The  team  has  included  local  minis¬ 
ters,  pastoral  care  specialists  from  West 
Virginia  and  elsewhere,  and  church 
and  community  workers  assigned  by 
the  National  Division  Office  of  Church 
and  Community  Ministry.  Thus  the 
team  brought  together  “people  re¬ 
sources”  on  the  parish,  conference  and 
general  church  levels. 

The  continuing  coordinator  for  the 
team  is  the  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Thompson, 
Jr.,  United  Methodist  minister  in  Man, 
W.  Va. 

After  the  relief  phase,  in  which 
$117,000  and  much  material  aid  was 
sent  to  Buffalo  Creek  Valley  by  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodists  and  others,  and  many 
agencies  worked  unstintingly,  the  dis¬ 
aster  team  moved  into  the  difficult 
recovery  and  readjustment  period. 

The  pastoral  counselors  have  of¬ 
fered  understanding,  helped  persons  to 
work  through  their  grief,  hurt  and  ang¬ 
er,  and  in  the  words  of  one  counselor, 
sought  to  facilitate  “the  potential  for 
greater  emotional,  physical  and  spirit¬ 
ual  well-being  after  the  disaster.”  The 
counselors  brought  an  ecumenical  di¬ 
mension  to  the  team  as  they  have  in¬ 


cluded  Presbyterian  and  Church  of  the 
Brethren  ministers  (one  each)  as  well 
as  a  United  Methodist. 

Two  church  and  community  work¬ 
ers  spent  six  weeks  helping  to  make  a 
survey  of  over-all  needs.  Like  other 
members  of  the  disaster  team,  they 
used  as  headquarters  Wesley  House,  a 
National  Division  church-and-com- 
munity  center  in  Amherstdale. 

Two  other  workers  were  later  as¬ 
signed  as  part  of  the  ongoing  team 
ministry.  They  have  been  advocates  for 
flood  victims  with  public  agencies  in 
getting  aid.  They  have  helped  in  try¬ 
ing  to  establish  a  community  atmos¬ 
phere  in  disrupted  peoples’  lives  in 
artificially-created  mobile-home  towns. 
They  have  aided  individuals  through 
person-to-person  relationships.  They 
have  worked  with  groups  such  as  sen¬ 
ior  citizens. 

In  all  their  work,  the  pastoral  coun¬ 
selors  and  church  and  community 
workers  have  cooperated  with  Mr. 
Thompson  and  other  pastors  in  the 
Logan  County  Cooperative  United 
Methodist  Parish,  who  have  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  restorative  ministries  and  in 
continuing  to  lead  congregations  some 
of  whose  members  had  seen  their 
homes  washed  away  and  lost  family 
members  and  friends. 

The  whole  team,  local  ministers, 
pastoral  counselors,  church  and  com¬ 
munity  workers,  has  pulled  together 
with  many  other  public  and  private 
agencies  in  the  struggle  toward  recov¬ 
ery.  Mr.  Thompson  took  note  of  that, 
and  of  the  aid  from  outside  the  area, 
when  he  said:  “Because  of  concerned 
persons  throughout  the  United  States, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  able 
to  share  in  a  vital  crisis  ministry  to 
the  people,  and  it  is  projected  that  it 
will  continue  until  the  people  are  able 
to  reestablish  themselves  in  their  new 
homes.” 


U,S»  delegates 
meeting  with 
British  Methodists 


INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (UMC)  — 
Four  official  delegates  are  representing 
the  United  Methodist  Church  at  the 
top  legislative  body  of  the  British 
Methodist  Church,  it  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton, 
Indianapolis,  secretary  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops. 

The  British  Conference  is  meeting 
in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  England, 
with  its  ministerial  session  June  26-29, 
and  its  representative  session  (lay  and 
ministerial)  rrmning  from  June  29 
through  July  6. 

Those  named  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  to  attend  the  British  Confer¬ 
ence  are: 

The  Rev.  Gerald  L.  Clapsaddle, 
Dayton,  Ohio.  Dr.  Clapsaddle  is  an 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries;  Bishop 
Kenneth  W.  Copeland,  head  of  the 
church’s  Houston,  (Tex.)  Area;  Mrs. 
Wilham  A.  Henry,  Wilmington,  Del.; 
Judge  Tom  Reavley,  Austin,  Tex. 

The  reciprocal  plan  of  interchange 
of  four  delegates  between  the  British 
Methodist  Conference  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  authorized  by 
a  concordat  approved  in  1970.  The 
plan  involves  the  reciprocal  election 
and  seating  of  four  delegates,  two 
clergy  and  two  lay.  The  British  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  does  not  have  bishops, 
but  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  to  name  a  bish¬ 
op  as  one  of  its  clerical  delegates. 


This  is  the  fourth  year  in  which 
United  Methodist  delegates  have  gone 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  British 
Methodist  Conference,  but  inasmuch 
as  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ences  are  normally  held  only  quad¬ 
rennially,  the  first  official  British  dele¬ 
gates  to  be  seated  with  vote  at  a  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  was  in  Atlanta  in 
1972. 
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TAKE 

THE  UPPER  ROOM 
WITH  YOU... 
WHEREVER  YOU 
GO  THIS 
SUMMER! 


You’ll  need  road  maps  when 
you  go  on  your  vacation.  So  be 
sure  to  take  one  of  the  greatest 
‘road  maps’  of  all.  Order  THE 
UPPER  ROOM,  one  year  $1.50, 
single  copies  25^  by  writing  THE 
UPPER  ROOM,  1908  Grand  Ave¬ 
nue,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37203. 
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CHILDREN'S 

HOME 

(Memorials  list  continued 
from  last  week) 


MRS.  MARY  LOUISE  HARP  HOPKINS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Bacon 
by  the  V.  L.  Sawyer  Family 
TOM  CASON 

by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  G.  S.  Acton 
MRS.  MABEL  WRIGHT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  A.  Berry 
DANIEL  HOMER  MASON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  A.  Wise 
MISS  MAE  HAMMETT 
by  Olive  H.  Breazeale 
MRS.  CHRISTINE  COCKE RHAM 
by  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Brown 
MRS.  MARY  LOUISE  HARP  HOPKINS 
by  Turpin  Davidson  &  Family 
MRS.  CHRISTINE  COCKERHAM 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bennie  J.  BanJcer 
MRS.  RUTH  MILLER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dan  Donald 
L.  A.  MOORE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dan  Donald 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rufus  Rogers 
MRS.  EULA  E.  HARRIS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tracy  K.  Harrell,  Jr. 
J.  M.  POWERS 

by  Debbie,  Frank  &  Candi  Hatch 
DR.  A.  B.  COCHRAN 
by  Debbie,  Frank  &  Candi  Hatch 
MRS.  RUTH  STEWART 
by  Mr.  &Mr8.  Terry  McKiearson 
MRS.  FAYE  HOPKINS 
by  Dr,  &  Mrs.  T.  W.  Leonard 
MISS  MARIE  HODGES 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  G.  C.  Meaux 
DR.  O.  B.  OWENS 
by  "One  Whom  He  Helped" 

MISS  MARIE  HODGES 
by  Mrs .  J .  K .  Brothers  &  Family 
MRS.  W,  A.  McKENZIE,  JR. 

by  Mrs .  Virginia  G .  Hart 
ALVTN  MARTIN 
by  Mrs.  P.  L.  Orendorff 
MRS.  K.  G.  COCKERHAM 
by  Mrs  .  T.  W.  Eastham  &  Alan 
Eastham 
R.  C. STOLZ 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  R.  Lay  ' 

MRS.  CHRISTINE  COCKERHAM 
by  Mrs .  Mabel  Mullican  &  Nina 
Moxom 

MR.  COTTON 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  M.  Steere 
GENE  LACY 
by  Mrs.  Orum  Burkhalter 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Mrs.  A.  S.  J.  Neill,  Mrs. 

Shirley  Wright  &  Mr.  St  Mrs. 

C.  C.  Roberts 
JAMES  E.  NAPIER 
by  the  Family  of  John  A .  Patton 
MRS.  DORA  PEAVY 
by  Friends  St  Neighbors  from  Oil 
City  United  Methodist 
C .  J .  WHITE 

by  Friends  &  Neighbors  from  Oil 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 

The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual.  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 
good  working  order. 

STOP  LIST 


GREAT 
8*  Open  Diap 
2*  Fifteenth 
8*  Trumpet 


73  pipes 
some  notes 
73  pipes 


Choir 

8*  Hohl  Flute 
8*  Dulciana 
8'  Clarinet 


(low  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 


SWELL 

8'  Qeigen  Principal 

8'  Stopped  Flute 
8*  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8*  Voix  Celeste 
4'  Flute  Harm. 

2'  Flautino 
8'  Vox  Humano 


(lower  12  pipes 
missing) 

73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
6 1  pipes 
73  pipes  (??) 
some  are  bad* 
ly  bent 


PEDAL 

16*  Major  Bass  32  pipes 

16*  Lieblich  Gedeckt  12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 

Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 


For  more  information  write  P.O.BOX  1189 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  255-5901 


City  United  Methodist 
W .  M .  COLE 

by  Friends  &  Neighbors  of  Mr.  & 
Mrs  .  J .  L.  Cole 
M .  J .  HAYNES 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  C.  Lowrey 
MRS.  T.  C.  PEVY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Chamlee 
FLOYD  N.  PEAKE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rutland  Morriss 
M.  J.  HAYNES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  I.  Barber 
M.  A.  KNIGHTEN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  I.  Barber 
J.  F.  WALL 
by  Mrs.J.  F.  Wall 
ROY  WINDSOR,  SR. 

by  Mrs  .  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

MRS.  FAYE  HOPKINS 
by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

MRS.  H.  P.  BUATT 
by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

MRS.  DECUIR 
by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Thomas,  Sr. 

MRS.  MATTIE  COLTON 
by  Chatham  United  Methodist  Church 
ALFRED  P.  RALEY,  JR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs. Rudy  Volentine 
MRS.  G.  C.  COCKERHAM 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Shelley  Wiggins 
LESLIE  BICKHAM,  SR. 

by  Mrs.  A.  D.  Bickham 
MAE  HAMMETT 
by  Mrs  .  Frances  H.  Manning 
MRS.  WALLACE  PIERCE,  JR. 

by  Mrs .  Jack  Olmsted  &  Charles 
MRS.  BESSIE  GARRETT 
by  Mrs.  A.  G.  Crawford,  Mrs. 
James  Bozeman,  Mrs .  Dorothy 
Rosson,  Mrs  .  Helen  Headrick, 

Mrs .  Ardell  Qack,  Mrs .  Carl 
Karman 

PAUL  DAVIDSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Randy  L.  Ewing 
J. W,  GOLDEN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Randy  L.  Ewing 
H.  F.  BROWN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  G.  Humphrey 
&  Family 

MRS.  WALLACE  McGILVRAY 
by  Glenmora  United  Methodist 
Qiurch 

MRS.  IRENE  ALLEN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  PaulJ.  Hudson 
WILLARD  KENZ 
by  Mrs .  Emily  Page 
JOE  MERTZ  HANBERRY 
by  Mrs.  Emily  Page 
MRS.  ANDY  HAYNES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Albert  W.  Wise 
MRS.  CHRISTINE  COCKERHAM 
by  Mrs.  C.  G.  Phares,  Mrs.  J.G. 
Epperson 

MRS.  DONNIE  KINCADE 
by  Mrs.  Bessie  Robinson 
MRS.  J.  C.  ERNEST 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  ^ilip  B.  Watstxi,  Jr. 
by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Myles  B.  Smidi 
MRS.  RUTH  LANGFORD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  E .  W .  Nelson 
AUSTIN  W.  GLEASON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  James  R.  Lee 
MRS .  BEN  HAYGOOD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  James  R .  Lee 
MR.  k  MRS.  J.  R.  FRANTOM 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  D.  Fordham 
JOE  BAUGHMAN 

by  John  Miller  &  Johnny  Muckleroy,  Jr 
MRS.  INES  GUNTER  CERNIGLIA 
by  JNin  Miller  k  Johnny  Muckleroy,  Jr 
MRS.  EVELYN  HEAD 
by  Opal  Moore 
FELDC  T.  CUCULLU 
by  Georgia?.  Cucullu 
MISS  MARY  HAMMETT 
by  Mrs .  Ethel  Joyce  J .  Pope 
MRS.  CARRIE  LEE  MERRITT 
by  Friends  of  Mrs .  Merritt 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  B.  Lunday 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  F .  Magee 

D.  W.  GRIFFITH 
by  Roberta  Rogers 

MRS.  JANIE  WRIGHT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  J.  Mtilheam 
by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Geo.  Lobrano  A  Boys 
JOHN  L.  PITMAN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  W .  D .  Cotton 
HARRY  C.  SHIPLEY 
by  Mrs .  P .  W .  La  Haye 
MISS  MAY  HAMMETT 
by  Mrs .  Gabriel  S .  Brown 
AUSTIN  GLEASON,  SR. 

by  Helen  Burr 
THOMAS  A .  PITT 
by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  A.  Holley 
JOB  S.  BOND 

by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  A.  Holley 

E.  G.  HARDAWAY 

by  Mr .  A  Mrs .  E .  A .  Holley 


SAM  FARMER 
by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  A.  Holley 
THERON  BUTCHEE 
by  Mr .  A  Mrs .  E .  A .  Holley 
G.  A.  FRIERSON 
by  Mr .  A  Mrs .  E .  A .  Holley 
•  DR. S.  A.  TATUM 

by  Mrs.  Don  Pace,  Mrs.  Ellis 
McKenzie,  Phillip  McKenzie 
MRS.  LUDIE  EDWARDS 
by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  V.  S.  Brennan 
T.  E.  SPELLMAN 
by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ivy  Hood 
JUDGE  H.  L.  ALLEN 
by  Thelma  Young,  Stephen  and 
Mary  Helen  McCoy,  David  and 
Martha  Young 
EARL  H .  CARR 
by  Mrs.  Annie  L.  Willis 
DR.  H.  E.  MORROW 
by  Mrs .  Max  Allen 
MRS.  EULA  E.  HARRIS 
by  Mrs .  Max  Allen 
MRS.  CLARA  KEIFFER 
by  Mrs .  Max  Allen 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Mrs .  Max  Allen 
F.  D.  TARVER 
by  Mrs .  Max  Allen 


t 

The  Pine  Grove  Church  near  Minden 
will  host  a  Lay  Witness  Mission  July 
6,  7  and  8.  Coordinators  for  the 
mission  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Tubb 
of  Pineville.  The  Rev.  Myron  C. 
Pearce  is  minister. 


The  men  ofGueydan  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  constructing  a  car¬ 
port  for  church  use.  The  structure 
will  be  used  for  various  activi¬ 
ties,  including  “cookouts.” 

t 

The  Indiana  Area  United  Methodist 
board  of  communications  is  develop¬ 
ing  a  new  series  of  radio  public  serv¬ 
ice  messages  on  parables  for  release  in 
the  autumn.  j. 
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Mrs.  J.  T.  Riser,  91,  oldest  mem¬ 
ber  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Ruston,  was  honored 
recently  with  a  Special  Member¬ 
ship  pin  by  the  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service.  Mrs.  V.  C. 
Cuff  made  the  presentation.  Re¬ 
ceiving  a  pin  at  the  same  time 
was  Mrs.  John  Maxwell,  imme¬ 
diate  past-president  of  the  WSCS. 


ST.  PAUL  MEMBERS 
FEATURE  FAMILY  WEEK 

St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  designated 
the  period  of  June  10-15  as  Family 
Week.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Myron  Smith,  Jr.,  activities 
included  on  Sunday  an  outing  at 
the  Mississippi  River  estate  of 
the  A.  C.  Carters. 

Monday  night,  families  made  an 
imaginary  flight  to  India,  led  by 
Walter  and  Linda  Wright  with  the 
help  of  Dr.  Eunice  John,  a  native 
of  India.  Rabbi  Lawrence  M. 
Colton  presented  the  background 
of  the  Judo-Christian  civilization 
during  the  Tuesday  session. 
Wednesday,  the  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady, 
pastor,  displayed  craftwork  from 
the  heart  of  Brazil  where  he  served 
as  a  missionary. 

Jake  Kupp,  guard  and  offensive 
captain  of  the  New  Orleans  Saints, 
and  a  lead^f  in  the  Fellowship 
of  Christian  Athletes,  related  his 
experiences  on  Thursday.  The 
climax  on  Friday  was  a  covered- 
dish  supper  with  the  youth  enter¬ 
taining. 


Frederick  McKee  has  been  named  chairman  of 
the  Building  Committee  at  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  He  also 
serves  as  chairman  of  the  Work  Area  of  Social 
Concern.  He  is  already  visualizing  a  new 
edifice  on  the  church  site.  He  has  B.A.  and 
M.A.  degrees  from  Southern  University  and 
teaches  the  sixth  grade  and  coaches  at  Fair- 
fields  Elementary  School. 


Sunday  school  teachers  who  were  honored  at  an  appreciation  banquet  at 
the  Eunice  First  United  Methodist  Church  recently  are,  seated  from  left: 
Mrs.  Lucille  Stroud,  Mrs.  Clara  Hundley,  M'ss  Abbie  Pitre,  Mrs.  Jane 
Eubanks.  Standing  from  left:  Ms.  Jean  McManus,  Mrs.  Opal  Thompson, 
Mrs.  Judy  Francois,  Mrs.  Marcella  Ninemire  and  Mr.  Deyo  Jodon.  Teachers 
not  shown  are  Mrs.  Betty  Carlin,  Ted  Meyers  and  Bill  Lembeck. 


THE  TOM  SAWYER  MEMORIAL 
Library  has  been  established  in 
Lakeview  Church,  Minden  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  late  Rev.  L.  M.  (Tom) 
Sawyer,  a  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  who  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Lakeview  Church 
following  his  retirement.  Mrs. 
Perry  Lowe  will  be  the  church 
librari  an. 

THE  YOUTH  CHOIR  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
Metairie,  made  a  concert  tour 
through  Louisiana  and  Texas  early 
in  June.  Director  of  the  40-mem¬ 
ber  choir  is  Gordon  Brown  and  the 
organist  is  Nancy  Nolan.  They 
were  accompanied  on  the  trip  by 
the  Rev.  Mac  Jernigan,  associate 
pastor. 

THE  CHANCEL  CHOIR  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  has  received  and  accepted 
invitations  to  make  a  concert  tour 
in  Europe  in  late  April  of  next 
year.  The  choir,  about 70  persons, 
will  present  programs  of  religious 
music  in  Methodist  Churches  in 
London,  Manchester,  Harpenden 
and  Coventry,  England;  Swansee 
and  Penarth,  Wales;  and  in  a 
Protestant  church  in  Hilterfingen, 
Switzerland.  Dr.  Will  Andress  is 
minister  of  music  in  First  Church, 
where  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  serves 
as  pastor. 


MISS  FLORENCE  YOUNG,  who 
was  for  many  years  a  Presbyterian 
Home  Missionary  in  the  mountains 
of  West  Virginia,  was  honored  by 
United  Methodist  Women  of  Wisner 
with  a  Special  Membership,  de¬ 
noting  a  gift  to  missions  in  her 
honor.  Miss  Young  is  now  retired 
and  living  with  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Bessie  Gilbert,  in  Wisner  and  is 
very  active  in  the  Methodist 
Church. 

MISSIONARIES  TO  INDIA,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  Welch  were 
guest  speakers  at  the  WSCS-WSG 
supper  meeting  held  in  First 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  June  19. 
Methodist  Men  were  invited  guests. 

REACH  OUT  SINGERS,  youth 
group  from  Sylvan  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church,  North  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  gave  a  concert  in 
Trinity  Church  at  Ruston,  June 
17.  The  group  was  formed  due  to 
the  inspiration  received  from 
having  Trinity’s  “Today’s  Dis¬ 
ciples’’  sing  in  the  Sylvan  Hills 
Church  last  year. 

THE  WSCS  OF  TRINITY  United 
Methodist  Church,  Jennings,  had 
as  their  guest  speaker  the  Rev. 
Les  Thompson  of  Lafayette,  on 
Sunday,  June  3,  at  the  evening 
services.  He  gave  an  excellent 
review  on  the  study  book  “Grace 
at  point  zero.’’ 


The  Alexandria  District  picnic  honoring  new  pastors  and  wives  was  held 
at  Camp  Brewer.  New  couples  shown  include  the  Ted  Smiths,  Kenneth 
Chapmans,  Jack  Winegearts,  David  Stroziers,  Wm.  Couvillion,  James 
Putnams,  Oneal  Hardys,  Stone  Caraways,  Harvey  Williamsons  and  Percy 
Emanuels.  Not  shown:  Frank  Stages  and  Kenneth  Fishers. 


AT  LEFT: 

At  Simpson  Church,  Lake  Charles,  recipients  of  the 
coveted  God  and  Country  award  on  Sunday,  June  3, 
were  Robert  L.  Tolbert,  Jr.,  and  Donald  A.  Collette, 
III.  Standing  with  them  are  their  parents,  their 
scout  master,  Mr.  Jerry  Speer,  and  their  minister, 
the  Rev.  Stone  Caraway,  who  has  since  moved  to 
Pineville. 

AT  RIGHT: 

Newly  elected  president  of  United  Methodist  Women 
in  Louisiana  Memorial  Church,  Opelousas,  is  Mrs. 
Dale  LaFleur  (shown  in  dark  dress).  Stand¬ 

ing  at  her  right  is  Mrs.  W.  F.  Atkins,  president  of 
Lafayette  District  women.  Other  officers  (in  light 
dresses)  are,  from  left:  Mrs.  Louis  Soileau,  coor¬ 
dinator;  Mrs.  B.  A.  Rose,  secretary;  Mrs.  Alvin 
Dufilho,  vice  president;  Mrs.  Robert  Casanova, 
chairman  of  Nominating  Committee;  and  Mrs.  John 
Dowling,  treasurer. 
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General  insuranee  program  now  available 


Representatives  from  every  conference  in  the 
forty-eight  contiguous  states  were  present  at  St. 
Louis  on  June  28th  to  hear  details  of  the  General 
Insurance  Program  approved  by  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration.  The  program,  a 
voluntary  one  available  to  any  and  every  local  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  church  or  conference  agency  or  pro¬ 
perty,  has  the  potential  to  save  the  40,000  local 
churches  in  Methodism  “from  twenty-five  to  forty 
million  dollars”  in  annual  premium  costs,  according 
to  information  presented  at  the  St.  Louis  gathering. 

Directed  by  the  1972  General  Conference  to 
pursue  the  implementation  of  a  General  Church  in¬ 
surance  program,  the  GCFA  reviewed  proposals 
submitted  by  twelve  firms.  Interviews  were  conduc¬ 


ted  with  six  of  these  and  on  April  30th  Frank  B. 
Hall  &  Co.,  Brokers  of  Record,  was  named  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  churchwide  program.  The  Atlantic  Mut¬ 
ual  Insurance  Company  is  the  writer  of  the  package 
policy. 

The  program  offers  the  potential  for  as  much  as 
50%  discount  off  manual  premium  rates  and  an 
annual  dividend,  which,  in  the  history  of  the  mutual 
company,  has  averaged  10  to  15%. 

Dr.  Bryan  Brawner,  General  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  GCFA,  in  opening  remarks  to  the 
some  ninety  persons  attending  the  St.  Louis  meet¬ 
ing,  stated  that  there  were  five  basic  principles 
which  the  GCFA’s  committee  insisted  upon.  The 
first  was  that  the  program  be  voluntary.  No  local 


church  is  required  to  participate.  The  second  is 
that  the  program  must  be  available  to  every  local 
church  and  conference  agency.  No  one  could  be 
denied  entry  into  the  program.  Third  was  that  the 
discounts  and  reductions  of  any  such  program  must 
be  substantial;  and  fourth,  that  such  a  program 
must  provide  for  participation  by  local  agents.  Fi¬ 
nally,  noting  the  potential  of  at  least  50%  savings 
on  premiums  for  the  local  church.  Dr.  Brawner 
stated  that  “the  organized  church  can’t  afford  to 
practice  any  less  degree  of  good  stewardship  than  it 
preaches.”  Stating  that  such  spread-of-risk  arrange¬ 
ments  were  not  unusual.  Dr.  Brawner  observed  that 
2,500  to  3,000  such  groups  were  in  operation  just 
on  automobile  insurance  alone.  Mr.  John  A.  Schone- 
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Participants  in  June  24th  groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  new 
sanctuary  and  fellowship  hall  to  be  constructed  at  Prospect  United 
Methodist  Church  -  one  of  two  churches  in  the  Natchitoches 
District  which  will  receive  financial  assistance  from  the  One 
Thousand  Club  during  1973-74  ($10,000  will  be  divided  equally 
between  Prospect  Church  and  James  Chapel).  FROM  LEFT: 
Three  building  committee  members,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengston, 
former  pastor  now  retired,  the  Rev.  Ed  Thomas,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  Charles  Scott,  pastor,  and  Elwin  Whittington, 
chairman  of  building  committee.  The  church,  located  in  Toledo 
Bend  Country  near  Hodges  Gardens,  will  cost  around  $30,000. 

t 


Glenwood  Hospital 
accredited 

Ewell  D.  Siagleton,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Glenwood  (Methodist) 
Hospital  in  Monroe  has  received  com¬ 
munication  that  the  hospital  has  been 
fully  accredited  for  another  two  year 
period.  The  five  medical  institutions 
in  Louisiana  that  are  related  to  the 
Methodist  conference  enjoy  the  high¬ 
est  approbation  from  accrediting 
authorities. 

t 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  and 
the  Board  of  Directors;  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  Hospital  take  great  plea¬ 
sure  in  announcing  the  opening  of  the 
emergency  care  program  for  abused, 
abandoned,  and  neglected  children  in 
cooperation  with  the  Division  of  Fos¬ 
ter  Care  Services  of  the  Louisiana 
Health  and  Social  and  Rehabilitation 
Services  Administration  and  cordially 
invite  you  to  attend  open  house,  at 
815  Washington  Avenue,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  July  15  from  3-5  p.m. 
t 


Lafon  Home  Day  observed  in  July 


All  congregations  in  Louisiana  arc 
requested  by  the  annual  conference  to 
make  a  special  offering  to  the  Lafon 
Protestant  Old  Folks  Home.  The  sec¬ 
ond  Sunday  in  July  was  designated  by 
the  annual  conference  as  Lafon  Protes¬ 
tant  Home  day,  but  the  offering  may 
be  taken  at  anytime,  results  of  which 


are  sent  immediately  to  the  conference 
treasurer.  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 
president  of  the  Lafon  Home  board 
has  urged  a  very  special  expression 
of  support  for  this  fine  109  year  old 
institution,  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


To  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Editor: 

The  bishop's  message  relates  to  one  item  which  I  feel  bears 
a  full  statement,  and  that  concerns  the  opportunity  for  Christian  witness  that 
was  recently  presented  one  of  our  churches,  its  pastors,  and  the  bishop.  I 
refer  to  the  tragic  fire  in  a  New  Orleans  lounge  which  took  the  lives  of  thirty 
persons  with  perhaps  three  or  four  more  yet  to  die.  Since  the  dubious  aspect 
of  that  loiuige  has  been  widely  publicized,  and  since  the  memorial  service  was 
finally  held  in  a  Methodist  church  (with  a  number  of  us  present  on  the  front 
row  of  the  balcony),  1  want  to  state  to  you  the  nature  of  these  events  . 

As  a  group,  families  and  friends  petitioned  a  number  of  New 
Orleans  churches  for  a  place  to  hold  a  memorial  service.  After  being  turned 
down  by  five  or  six  churches,  they  asked  St.  Mark’s  in  the  French  Quarter  if 
a  memorial  service  could  be  held  there.  The  St.  Mark's  pastor  immediately 
contacted  me,  and  I  told  him  to  go  ahead  and  let  the  service  be  held.  In  my 
opinion  the  purpose  of  such  a  service  is  to  lift  the  banner  of  God's  redemptive 
love  over  tragedy  and  to  affirm  our  faith  in  His  grace  and  in  His  care.  The 
oneness  of  the  human  family  in  its  solidarity  is  also  noted  in  the  memorial 
service,  and  our  need  for  God  and  dependence  on  Him  is  recognized.  I  felt 
that  St.  Mark's  should  accede  to  the  request  of  family  members  and  friends 
to  let  the  service  be  held  in  the  facilities  there .  Personally  1  could  not  have 
faced  my  conscience  if  we  had  turned  them  away. 

I  attended  the  service  in  order  to  know  what  was  happening  and 
to  stand  by  our  pastors  and  others  of  the  St.  Mark’s  staff.  Also  I  went  for  the 
purpose  of  representing  our  church  to  one  of  our  fine  United  Methodist  families 
whose  son  had  perished.  K  ever  a  community  of  people  needed  some  recon¬ 
ciling,  healing  word,  this  community  needed  that  at  this  time . 

The  service  was  conducted  with  dignity.  The  Twenty -third 
Psalm  and  the  Lord’s  Prayer  were  used.  Three  famUiar  hymns,  including 
A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God  ,  were  sung  from  the  hymnal.  The  minister's 
topic  was  "God  sent  not  His  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that 
the  world  through  Him  might  be  saved. "  More  than  400  people  tried  to  get 
into  St.  Mark's  Church.  The  offering  to  help  pay  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  was 
a  very  large  offering,  and  many  volunteered  to  go  to  Charity  Hospital  at  the 
close  of  the  service  and  donate  blood.  The  service  was  characterized  by 
dignity,  calmness,  and  stateliness.  The  St.  Mark's  pastors  are  to  be  com¬ 
mended  on  letting  their  facilities  be  used  for  this  purjxjse,  and  no  one  has  any 
apology  to  make  either  for  letting  the  facility  be  used  or  for  being  present. 

At  the  close  of  the  service  a  mother  of  one  of  the  injured  came  to  me  and 
asked  that  we  send  a  minister  to  the  hospital  to  talk  to  her  son.  Others  asked 
for  prayer,  and  for  a  long  while  thereafter  many  of  us  lingered  to  share  out 
of  our  faith  and  to  make  a  witness  to  Christ.  I  commend  the  preachers  who 
were  present.  Our  presence  at  the  service  is  in  no  way  to  be  construed  as  an 
endorsement  of  any  imconventional  life-styles. 

In  my  opinion  the  church  cannot  be  like  the  one  in  the  Master's 
Good  Samaritan  story,  who  turned  his  head  and  passed  by  on  the  other  side. 

I  have  had  an  avalanche  of  communications  from  those  who  appreciate  what  was 
done  through  the  United  Methodist  Church.  There  have  been  a  few  of  the 
opposite  opinion  also.  Anyone  who  misunderstands  what  was  done  should  talk 
to  the  family  members  of  the  deceased  and  the  injured;  we  all  need  to  support 
these  families  with  our  prayers  and  to  be  more  compassionate  when  sorrow 
visits  any  human  being. 

Faithfully  yours. 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  (right) 
shown  in  outdoor  setting  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah  Jurisdictional  Assem¬ 
bly  during  50th  Anniversary  cele¬ 
bration.  Bishop  Crutchfield  pre¬ 
sided  over  a  segment  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  introduced  the  “Cheer¬ 
ful  Givers"  singing  group  (shown 
at  left)  from  Shreveport’s  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  The 
singers,  directed  by  the  Rev. 
James  Bass,  presented  a  con¬ 
cert. 


Opening  night  at  Statewide  Rally  draws  over  350 


(The  i allowing  article  from  the 
June  16  issue  of  ALEXAN¬ 
DRIA  DAILY  TOWN  TALK 
describes  the  opening  session, 
Friday  evening  of  the  June  15-16 
Statewide  Lay  Witness  Rally  ’73, 
held  at  the  Coliseum  in  Alexan¬ 
dria) 

By  Helen  Derr 
Town  Talk  Religion  Editor 

“We’re  going  to  talk  about  the  Giver 
of  many  gifts,”  said  Milford  Chewn- 
ing,  of  Adanta,  Ga.,  just  before  the 
opening  of  the  second  annual  Lay 
Witness  Rally  here  Friday  night. 

Chewning,  field  representative  of 
the  Institute  of  Lay  Renewal  which 
began  the  lay  renewal  movement  pre¬ 
sently  sweeping  the  country,  added, 
“Sometimes  we  get  so  swept  up  with 
one  particular  ^t  or  one  particular 
aspect  of  the  Christian  life,  we  forget 
to  give  glory  to  the  Giver.” 

More  than  350  people  from  most 
major  faiths  in  the  state  attended  the 
opening  session  of  the  rally  at  7  P-m. 
Friday  in  the  Rapides  Parish  Coli¬ 
seum.  The  rally  will  continue  through 
tonight. 

Chewning  explained  that  lay  wit¬ 
ness  missions  are  usually  held  in  local 
churches  but  that  a  rally  such  as  the 
one  here  brings  all  denominations  to¬ 
gether  in  “celebration,  Christian 
growth  and  sharing.” 

Jack  Archer  of  Corpus  Christi,  Tex., 


The  Rev.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  Alex¬ 
andria  District  superintendent, 
congratulated  William  S.  Cou- 
villion  upon  the  unanimous  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Charge  Conference 
for  a  license  to  preach.  Mr.  Cou- 
villion  has  spent  many  years  in 
the  field  of  education  and  is  now 
the  full-time  lay  pastor  of  the 
Pol  lock  Charge  in  the  Alexandria 
District. 


youth  coordinator  for  the  rally,  said 
people  attending  are  not  necessarily 
just  those  who  have  had  missions  in 
their  local  churches. 

“A  rally  like  this  is  geared  so  all 
who  come  can  enjoy  it,”  he  explained. 

A  loosely-structured  event,  the  rally 
includes  singing,  sharing,  witnessing 
and  small  group  sessions  where  partici¬ 
pants  both  pray  and  share  together, 
said  Royce  McNeal  of  Alexandria,  a 
member  of  the  rally  committee. 

Youth  Involved 

Archer  said  young  people  are  parti¬ 
cipating  in  some  key  sessions  of  the 
rally  but  are  involved  with  other  youth 
only  in  special  music,  witnessing  and 
small  group  sessions. 

The  lay  witness  movement,  accord¬ 
ing  to  v^cher  and  Chewning,  is  an 
inter-racial,  inter-denominational  ex¬ 
pression  of  God’s  love  through  men. 
Most  denominations  in  this  country 


have  been  involved  in  the  missions. 

Asked  about  any  connection  between 
the  lay  witness  and  charismatic  move¬ 
ments,  Chewning  explained  that  the 
Institute  of  Church  Renewal  accepts, 
but  doesn’t  promote,  the  charismatic 
movement. 

Chewning  attributes  “success”  of  the 
13-year-old  movement  to  the  one-to- 
one  relationships  it  develops  and  to 
the  fact  that  laymen  speak  to  other 
laymen  in  their  own  language. 

Archer  said  lay  witness  missions  in 
local  churches  often  supplement  tradi¬ 
tional  evangelism. 

“It’s  not  the  only  way  to  find  God,” 
Chewning  explained.  “It’s  a  way  —  a 
way  the  Holy  Spirit  has  opened  up  and 
used. 

“We  get  caught  up  in  this  as  in 
other  outreaches  of  the  church,  such 
as  the  one  in  which  Austin  Brown  is 
involved.” 


Wesleyan  Bell  Choir  of  First  Church,  Lake  Charles  (left  to  right),  Brenda 
Mayo,  Janet  Mayo,  Jim  Mayo,  Lee  Allured,  Donny  Craig,  John  Watkins, 
Collen  Hodges,  Kathy  Bowman,  Janet  Allured,  Annette  Prater,  and  (kneel¬ 
ing)  Donald  E.  Allured,  the  director. 


Handbell  choir  to  perform  in  Alaska 


As  a  prelude  to  its  fifth  annual 
summer  concert  tour,  the  Wesleyan 
Handbell  Choir  of  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles  presented  a  “send-off  concert” 
in  its  home  church  on  Friday  evening, 
July  8. 

Under  the  direction  of  Donald  A. 
Allured,  director  of  music  and  organ¬ 
ist  at  First  Church,  the  group’s  month¬ 
long  itinerary  includes  concerts  in 
Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Nebraska, 
Wyoming,  Idaho,  Montana,  Alberta, 
Canada,  British  Columbia,  Douglas 
and  Juneau,  Alaska,  Washington  state, 
Oregon,  California,  Nevada,  Arizona 
and  New  Mexico. 


Mr.  Allured,  who  holds  a  master’s 
degree  in  Sacred  Music  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City,  becomes  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Guild  of  English  Handbell  Ringers 
in  October.  He  is  the  composer  of 
much  original  music  for  handbells,  in¬ 
cluding  three  commissioned  works. 
More  than  20  of  his  compositions  and 
arrangements  have  been  published.  He 
has  served  as  clinician  or  guest  per¬ 
former  for  numerous  workshops  and 
festivals  out-of-state. 

The  choir  has  gained  international 
acclaim  through  its  recordings  which 
include  three  albums  to  date. 


WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
METHODISTS  TO  BUILD  CENTER 


On  a  20-acre  site  in  Charlotte, 
the  Methodists  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  conference  will  spend  $490,- 
000  to  construct  a  conference  center. 
When  the  new  complex  is  completed 
it  will  be  occupied  by  Bishop  Earl  G. 
Hunt,  Jr.,  and  the  conference  adminis¬ 
trative  staff.  At  a  recent  session  of  the 
conference  the  project  was  authorized 
by  a  vote  of  698  to  307. 
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Brown,  of  Pahokee,  Fla.,  prison 
evangelist  in  the  Florida  Department 
of  Corrections,  is  one  of  Ae  rally 
speakers. 

He  was  36  years  old  when  he  be¬ 
came  a  Christian  and,  he  declares,  had 
never  heard  the  gospel  until  he  heard 
it  from  a  prison  chaplain  in  Bellglade 
State  Corrections  Institution  where  he 
was  serving  time  for  manslaughter. 

Although  he  is  on  parole,  he  still 
spends  more  time  in  Bellglade  and 
with  prisoners  than  he  does  anywhere 
else. 

He  takes  born-again  Christians 
from  prison  to  Duncan  memorial  camp 
in  Florida  where  he  trains  them  as 
witnesses  to  go  back  into  prison  to 
work  with  other  men. 

Has  he  lost  any? 

“You  don’t  lose  born-again  Chris¬ 
tians,”  declares  Brown. 

He  discounts  the  fact  that  any  of 
the  men  he  is  training  might  be  faking 
Christianity:  “A  con  can’t  “con”  an¬ 
other  con.” 

“In  other  words,”  Brown  smiled,  “it 
helps  your  communication  with  prison¬ 
ers  if  you’ve  been  there.” 


Dr.  Bryan  Brawner  (left),  United 
Methodism’s  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and 
Dr.  John  B.  Koelemay,  chaplain 
and  director  of  Public  Relations, 
The  Methodist  Hospital#  New 
Orleans,  visit  during  the  General 
Insurance  Program  meeting  in  St. 
Louis,  June  28. 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor  s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  ‘*From  Out  Readers"  column.  Page  9) 
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"WHO  SHALL  DETERMINE  MORALITY?" 

The  above  will  be  a  lively  question  in  the  wake  of  the  Supreme 
Court’s  ruling  that  local  communities,  not  national  standards,  now  have 
the  right  to  define  pornography. 

The  decision  removed  the  “protection”that  pornography  andobscene 
material  had  under  past  interpretations  of  the  U.S.  Constitution.  The 
Court,  divided  five  to  four  in  it’s  decision,  held  that  material  does  not 
have  to  be  “utterly  without  redeeming  social  value”  to  be  declared  obscene 
and/or  pornographic. 

The  thoughtful  Christian  is  here  faced  with  a  knotty  problem.  Being 
by  instinct  and  tradition  so  basically  opposed  to  the  hard-core  porno¬ 
graphy  which  has  flooded  our  nation  it  is  easy  to  applaud  this  recent  de¬ 
cision.  Commercialized  obscenity  has  been  particularly  repugnant  to  the 
vast  majority  of  our  citizens,  Christian  and  otherwise,  and  we  may  re¬ 
joice  that  this  destructive  deluge  has  now  been  challenged. 

On  the  other  hand  the  sensitive  Christian  will  be  aware  that  govern¬ 
ment  control  of  behaviour  and  state  regimentation  of  the  mind,  whether 
national  or  local,  have  also  been  age-old  adversaries  for  the  church.  Op¬ 
ponents  of  this  decision  may  well  ask  “If  the  state  can  say  that  one  area 
of  conduct  has  ‘a  tendency  to  exert  a  corrupting;  and  debasing  impact 
leading  to  antisocial  behaviour,  then  it  is  hard  to  see  how  state  ordered 
regimentation  of  our  minds  can  ever  be  forstalled,”  to  quote  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Brennan,  one  of  the  four  dissenting  Justices.  He  went  on  to 
deelare  that  “even  a  legitimate,  sharply  focused  state  concern  for  the 
morality  of  the  community  cannot .  .  .  justify  an  assault  on  the  protec¬ 
tions  of  the  First  Amendment.” 

Others,  supporting  the  ruling,  will  feel  as  Chief  Justice  Burger  stated 
in  reference  to  the  majority  decision:  “civilized  people  do  not  allow  un¬ 
regulated  access  to  heroin  because  it  is  a  derivative  of  medicinal  mor¬ 
phines.” 

Now  that  the  matter  is  one  of  law  there  is  little  to  be  gained  by  de¬ 
bate.  Court  tests  will  come.  At  this  point  it  seems  that  the  responsibility 
of  the  church  lies  at  another  level;  to  reaffirm  that  while  legislation  has 
a  vital  role  in  regard  to  society’s  ills,  lasting  redemptive  change  comes 
primarily  through  the  heart  and  mind  rather  than  by  the  restriction  of 
laws.  Surely  in  regard  to  sexual  morality  the  church  and  the  home  have 
a  responsibility  which  must  not  be  defaulted. 

In  reference  to  Chief  Justice  Burger’s  comment  about  heroin,  it  is 
significant  to  observe  that  the  most  lasting  cure  for  heroin  addiction  has 
been  religious  experience  rather  than  legislative  restraint  or  even  medical 
treatment.  This  is  not  to  discredi;  vital  role  of  either  of  these  functions 
of  society.  It  is,  rather,  to  highlight  for  the  church  the  fact  that  the  roots 
of  the  problems  related  to  obscenity  and  pornography  lie  in  the  minds, 
hearts  and  souls  of  persons;  the  arenas  with  which  the  church  has  his¬ 
torically  and  rightly  been  primarily  concerned. 

So  our  reaction  is  twofold:  grateful  that  the  poisonous  sources  of  com¬ 
mercialized  obscenity  have  now  been  challenged;  and  concern  that  the 
principle  of  local  authority  does  not  lead  to  a  well-intentioned  but  over- 
zealous  vigilantism  more  dangerous,  than  the  evil  it  seeks  to  repress. 

J.S.W. 


THINK-A-GRAM:  “We  have  not  really  budged  a  step  from  home  until 
we  take  up  residence  in  someone  else’s  point  of  view.” 
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Got  some  friends  you'd  like  to  "describe"? 

Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  in  his  Willson  Lectures  at  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  last  week,  told  about  a  fellow  who  had  been  mercilessly  beaten 
and  left  in  the  street.  In  an  effort  to  find  the  assailant  the  police  were 
questioning  the  victim.  “Can  1  describe  him?!,”  the  man  responded.  “You 
better  believe  I  can  describe  him!  That’s  what  I  was  doing  when  he  hit 
me. 


\l\e\N  from  the  window  —  #1 

Out  of  my  window  I  can  look  upon  a  beautiful  gothic  cathedral.  It’s 
a  classic  scene  and  one  which  can  stimulate  all  kinds  (rf  thoughts  that 
invite  the  mind  toi  the  past,  the  present  and  the  future  of  the  church.  I’ll 
be  looking  at  that  cathedral  in  all  seasons  and  I  hope  that  we  can  strike 
up  a  rich  acquaintance.  I’ve  been  in  it  before  and  must  be  again  soon.  So 
more  about  it  in  months  to  come. 

But  what  concerns  me  at  the  moment  is  a  large  and  rather  ugly 
sign  that  obstructs  my  view  of  part  of  the  building.  “PARK-LOCK”  it 
says.  There’s  some  small  print  too,  but  this  is  the  message.  Park  and  lock. 

There’s  a  parable  here  for  the  church  if  we  will  but  see  and  hear  it. 
It  seems  that  this  is  what  a  lot  of  congregations  and  individual  Christians 
have  done  in  our  time.  They  have  parked  and  locked;  have  turned  off 
the  engine,  rolled  up  the  stained  glass  windows,  shut  the  world  out  and 
are  content  to  sit  out  the  duration  in  the  security  of  the  garage. 

But  on  the  other  hand  if  we  park  and  lock  in  order  to  get  out  on 
the  streets,  where  the  people  are  and  where  the  action  is  then  this  is  an¬ 
other  thing.  If  it  is  to  mingle  with  the  crowds,  to  feel  the  hurt,  share  the 
joy,  wash  feet,  give  cold  water  to  the  thirsty  and  bread  to  the  hungry  — 
then  let’s  park  and  lock! 

Think  about  it.  Have  we  parked  and  locked  to  get  away  from  it  all 
or  to  get  with  it  all? 
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Love  a  buzzard 

Some  of  you  out  there  in  newspaperland  are  not  going  to  like  this 
especially,  but  I  must  share  with  you  a  thought  about  “one  of  my  favorite 
things.”  With  apologies  to  Julie  Andrews,  whom  I’m  sure  wouldn’t  accept 
this  on  her  musical  list,  I  must  confess  that  among  my  favorite  things  — 
get  ready  for  this  —  are  buzzards.  Yes,  buzzards.  If  I  knew  how  to  whis¬ 
per  in  print  I  would  do  it,  for  I’m  sure  that  this  is  not  very  acceptable 
talk  in  some  circles  where  THE  METHODIST  finds  its  resting  place.  But 
I  must  confess  that  I’m  an  unrepentant  buzzard  lover. 

The  more  delicate  among  you  will  just  have  to  pardon  me  for  throw¬ 
ing  what  might  be  an  unpleasant  thought  into  your  head  this  morning, 
but  that’s  the  way  it  is  and  I  must  tell  it  in  all  of  its  stark  and  unlovely 
truth.  There  may  be  those  among  you  who  feel  it  most  unchurchmanlike 
to  have,  right  there  in  the  front  office  down  at  the  paper,  a  chap  who 
loves  buzzards.  But  let  me  be  quick  and  undefensive  in  reply;  I  love  buz¬ 
zards  because  (1),  buzzards  are  beautiful. 

Even  just  now  I  need  not  close  my  eyes  to  see  them  circling  lazily 
high  above  a  valley  floor,  lacing  their  way,  now  slowly,  now  quickly, 
tracing  unseen  paths  with  some  secret  plan  —  I’m'  not  sure  what  —  in 
mind.  Lives  there  a  man  with  soul  so  dead  who  never  to  himself  hath 
said  “Buzzards  are  Beautiful”?  If  so,  I  can  only  feel  sorry  for  him. 

Now  to  the  lesson  of  the  day,  for  there  is  one.  Number  two  on  my 
list  of  Ten  Reasons  is  that  I  like  buzzards  because  they  are  helpful.  You 
already  know  why,  so  I’m  going  to  spare  you  the  specifics. 

Now:  stop  and  think  of  all  those  unlovely  persons  and  roles  in  life 
that  may  not  at  first  be  attractive  but  which  serve  the  common  good.  Can 
we  love  them?  Can  we,  among  the  “bright  colored  packages  tied  up  with 
string,”  and  the  soft  kittens  and  apple  struddle  and  other  such  favorite 
things,  can  we  — ■  dare  we  —  add  buzzards? 

I  hope  we  can,  for  not  only  are  buzzards  a  fact  of  life,  they  are  a 
reminder  that  what  is  unlovely  and  unlovable  and  even  ugly  up  close  is 
used  by  God  to  fulfill  his  plan  of  creation. 

There  is  probably  a  more  socially  acceptable  way  to  get  this  whole 
idea  across,  but  we  probably  wouldn’t  pay  any  attention  to  it.  So,  look 
up  in  the  summer  sky.  Stretch  your  mind  and  heart.  Love  a  buzzard. 


J.S.W. 
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United  Methodist  churchmen  from  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Arizona,  Southern  Nevada,  and  Hawaii  meet¬ 
ing  in  their  mid- June  annual  conference  session  re¬ 
acted  to  the  Watergate  case  by  protesting  “the  irre¬ 
sponsible  and  dangerous  misuse  of  power  by  ad¬ 
ministrations  of  both  political  parties  for  many 
years”  and  called  upon  congregations  to  become 
actively  involved  in  political  and  social  issues.  The 
conference  adopted  by  a  vote  of  724  to  143  a  state¬ 
ment  which  said  that  the  “Watergate  investigation 
and  related  matters  unmistakably  reveal  that  the 
U.S.  is  facing  a  serious  crisis  of  integrity,”  and 
sought  to  correct  a  “mistaken  assumption”  that 
many  people  cannot  influence  governmental  pro¬ 
cesses. 

The  confiscatioa  and  demolition  of  the  only 
Christian  Church  on  Afghanistan  soil  has 
prompted  national  Christian  leaders  to  call  upon 
U.S.  churches  for  prayer  as  well  as  for  protest 
letters  to  the  King  of  Afghanistan,  President 
Nixon,  the  State  Department  and  members  of 
Congress.  The  action  is  the  result  of  the  Afghan 
government’s  forcible  take-over  of  the  $280,000 
Kabul  Community  Church  property  on  June  13 
and  the  subsequent  demolition  with  a  bulldozer 
on  June  15. 

If  plans  proceed,  a  third  Islamic  mosque  will  be 
built  in  the  U.S.  less  than  a  mile  from  the  Hollywood 
Bowl.  Pledges  to  help  construct  the  $2.5  million 
complex  have  been  received  from  Kuwait  and  the 
Persian  Gulf  state  of  Abu  Dhabi,  and  conditional 
use  approval  has  been  granted  the  Islamic  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Southern  California  by  the  Los  Angeles  City 
Council,  subject  to  the  mayor’s  approval.  Similar 
financial  aid  was  received  from  Islamic  governments 
in  the  Middle  East  for  the  building  of  mosques  in 
Washington,  D.C.  and  Detroit. 

The  Synods  of  Holland’s  two  major  Protestant 
Churches  met  jointly  for  the  fh^t  time  since  the 
schism  which  occurred  during  the  Dutch  Re¬ 
formation  of  1886.  The  3-niillion  member 
Netherlands  Reformed  Churches  and  the  Re¬ 
formed  Churches  in  the  Netherlands  with  about 
880,000  members  will  vote  in  their  respective 
synods  on  a  resolution  to  establish  a  permanent 
comm<Mi  Synod  which  would  meet  at  least  once 
every  two  years. 

In  an  article  published  in  the  Atlanta  morning  news¬ 
paper  Evangelist  BUly  Graham  expressed  the  hope 
that  Soviet  party  chief  Leonid  Brezhnev 
and  the  Soviet  goverrjnent  would  “continue  to  grant 
freedom  of  the  Jewish  people  to  exit  from  the 
USSR  to  Israel.”  They  should  remember  the  fate  of 
Pharaoh,  who  tried  to  restrict  Moses  and  his  people 
from  exiting  from  Egypt,”  Graham  wrote.  Com¬ 
menting  on  the  summit  meeting,  Mr.  Graham  said, 
“I  believe  talking  is  far  better  than  fighting,  and  a 
kiss  on  the  cheek,  which  Brezhnev  gave  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  is  far  better  than  a  slap  in  the  face.” 

Some  500  Prisoner  of  War  and  Mi^ng  in 
Action  families  have  accepted  invitations  to 
one  of  a  series  of  “spiritual  renewal”  retr^ts 
being  sponsored  free  of  charge  by  High  Fli^t 
Foundation,  headed  by  former  astronaut  Jam^ 
Irwin.  Five  week-long  retreats  will  be  held  in 
July  and  August  at  Estes  Park,  Colo.,  and  Snow 
Mountain  Ranch^  Granby,  CoIo.“lt  is  our  desire 
to  do  all  we  possibly  can,  with  the  prayers  and 
contributions  from  individuals  and  groups 
across  the  country  ...  to  help  these  men  put 
their  disrupted  lives  back  together  again,”  Col. 
Irwin  said. 

Following  a  spirited  five-hour  debate,  the  Central 
Conference  of  American  Rabbis,  meeting  in  Atlanta, 
called  on  Reform  rabbis  to  refuse  to  officiate  at 
mixed  marriages.  Mixed  marriage  is  defined  as  one 
in  which  the  non-Jewish  partner  does  not  convert. 
An  amendment  was  interpreted  by  Jewish  leaders  to 
mean  that  no  sanctions  would  be  applied  against 
Reform  rabbis  who  continued  to  perform  mixed 
marriages.  The  matter  has  been  a  topic  of  intense 
study  among  Jewish  groups  .in  recent  years. 


W  7/ev,s 

OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 
by  doris  woolard 


A  saleslady  at  the  Moderne  Book  Store  in 
Miami  reports  that  “people  are  buying  three 
kinds  of  Bibles  at  a  time  because  they  are  in¬ 
terested  in  serious  Bible  study.”  One  of  the 
popular  versions  is  The  Living  Bible,  Dr.  Ken¬ 
neth  Taylor’s  paraphrase.  Catholic  l>ook  shops 
there  have  experienced  large  sales  of  the  New 
A,merican  and  New  Jerusalem  versions.  A  vari¬ 
ety  of  concordances  was  reported  to  be  selling 
well,  as  are  numerous  Bible  study  books. 


A  39-page  report  headed,  “The  Church  2000,”  has 
been  issued  by  official  bodies  of  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  in  England  and  Wales.  An  official  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  report  described  it  as  the  “first  step  to¬ 
wards  a  master  plan  for  the  Church  of  the  Future.” 
The  report  said:  “More  than  ever  before  the  many 
changes  in  the  world  demand  an  approach  to  the 
mission  of  the  Church  which  must  include  non- 
Roman  Christians.  .  .” 

Forty  Lutheran  theologians  and  church  execu¬ 
tives,  meeting  in  Minneapolis,  called  for  contuir 
nation  of  bilateral  dialogues  with  other  com¬ 
munions  but  proposed  changes  in  the  form, 
substance  and  personnel  of  the  conversations. 
Participants  recommended  that  future  national 
dialogues  should  include  at  least  one  qualified 
lay  person  and  three  elected  officials  from  up¬ 
per  denominational  echelons.  In  the  past,  theolo¬ 
gians  and  academicians  have  held  most  of  the 
dialogue  seats. 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Pornography’s  "pro¬ 
tection”  under  post  definitions  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution  was  handed  a  blow  by  the  U.S., 
Supreme  Court.  The  Court  was  divided, 
5  to  4,  as  it  held  that  states  and  localities 
have  the  right  to  ban  books,  magazines, 
plays  and  motion  pictures  that  are  offensive 
to  local  standards,  even  if  they  might  be 
acceptable  elsewhere.  In  his  majority 
opinion  covering  five  obscenity  cases  ruled 
on  by  the  Court,  Chief  Justice  Warren 
Burger  (left)  made  it  plain  that  primary 
target  was  hard  core  pornography.  He  was 
joined  in  the  majority  by  Justices  Blackmun, 
Powell  and  Rehnquist,  all  Nixon-appointed 
members,  and  Justice  White,  who  was 
named  to  the  bench  by  President  Kennedy. 
Joining  Justice  William  Douglas  in  a  minority 
opinion  were  Justices  Marshall,  Stewart  and 
Brennan.  (RNS  Photo) 


People  who  have  deep  religious  experiences  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  speak  in  tongues  when  other  lan¬ 
guage  fails,  according  to  Dr.  Jaroslav  Pelikan, 
Sterling  professor  of  religious  studies  at  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity.  Addressing  an  international  ccmference  on 
worship  in  Minneapolis,  Dr.  Pelikan  said  that  when 
a  person  speaks  in  tongues  he  “takes  flight  from 
ordinary  syntax”  and  makes  up  his  own  rules  of 
grammar  in  order  to  “describe  the  indescribable.” 
The  range  of  religious  experience  far  exceeds  the 
capacity  of  any  one  group  or  person  to  handle  it 
all,”  the  professor  said,  as  he  maintained  that  people 
who  have  had  deep  religious  experiences  have  a 
right  to  find  their  own  way  of  expressing  them  when 
other  language  fails. 

An  attempt  to  postpone  moves  toward  union  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  (Southern) 
and  the  United  lYesbyterian  Church  was  re¬ 
jected  by  commu&aoners  of  PCUS.  The  conir 
missioners  approved  a  joint  committee’s  plan 
to  bring  a  revised  Plan  of  Union  to  the  General 
Assemblies  of  both  denominations  when  they 
meet  in  Louisville,  Ky,  at  the  same  time  next 
year. 

Professional  services  will  be  available  to  American 
POW’s  their  families  and  families  of  men  missing  in 
action  who  attend  a  week-long  retreat  in  Colorado, 
to  assist  them  in  vocational  guidance,  educational 
counseling  and  financial  planning.  The  inspirational 
program  will  include  Bible  studies,  worship  services, 
group  discussions,  seminars,  personal  counseling  and 
challenges  from  widely-known  Christian  leaders,  and 
an  extensive  recreation  program  is  planned. 

The  Christian  Conference  of  Asia,  meeting  in 
Singapore,  concluded  its  Fifth  Assembly  with 
a  to  member  Churches  to  remember  that 
“the  responsibility  for  the  thrust  of  mission  in 
Asia  now  must  be  in  our  hands,  no  longer  in 
the  West” 

A  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
approved  a  bill  which  provides  that  non-profit, 
second  class  postal  rate  increases  imposed  by  the 
Postal  Rate  Commission  and  scheduled  to  take  effect 
during  the  next  eight  years,  would  be  shared  equally 
between  the  user  and  congressional  appropriations. 
It  also  provides  that  only  two-thirds  of  the  scheduled 
rates  would  be  charged  for  the  first  250,000  copies 
of  a  non-profit  publication.  Supporters  of  the  new 
bill  include  four  major  religious  press  organizations, 
the  Catholic  Press  Assn.,  the  Associated  Church 
Press,  Evangelical  Press  Assn.,  and  the  American 
Jewish  Press  Assn.  “This  legislation  has  a  long  way 
to  go  yet  but  we  are  cheered  by  this  first  important 
step,”  said  James  A.  Doyle,  coordinator  for  the 
religious  press  in  support  of  the  legislation. 

Stanford  University  is  the  second  major  Cali¬ 
fornia  university  to  announce  the  beginning  ol 
its  first  undergr^uate  major  in  religious  studies 
this  fall,  following  the  University  of  Califomia 
at  Los  Angeles.  Stanford  has  had  a  small  mas¬ 
ter’s  and  doctoral  program  in  religious  studies 
since  1969. 

Dr.  Porter  W.  Routh  of  Nashville,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Executive  Committee, 
estimates  that  some  2  per  cent  of  Southern  Baptist 
ministers  are  involved  in  “tongues,”  but  that  far 
more  are  involved  in  a  renewal  movement  that  em¬ 
phasizes  deeper  dependence  on  the  Holy  Spirit.  An¬ 
other  spokesman  in  the  denomination  said,  “God 
doesn’t  call  people  to  run  around  with  ecstatic  ex¬ 
periences,  he  calls  them  for  service.” 

A  recent  survey  published  by  the  Birmingham. 
University  Institute  of  Worship  and  Rel^ious 
Architecture  (England)  showed  substantial  ma¬ 
jorities  of  Church  of  England  clergy  and  laity 
are  in  favor  of  the  Church  uniting  with  other 
Churches.  The  biggest  Anglican  expression  of 
support  for  union  involved  the  Methodist 
Church,  with  the  survey  indicating  87.7  per  cent 
of  Anglican  laity  and  93.4  per  cent  of  clergy  are 
in  favor  of  eventual  union  with  the  Methodists. 
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FROM  LEFT:  The  Rev.  Robert 
Choson  (Nazarene),  the  Rev. 
John  M.  Lee  (United  Methodist), 
and  the  Rev.  R.  P.  Butler  (Bap¬ 
tist)  and  their  congregations, 
along  with  the' Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  Marksville,  recently 
participated  in  a  special  Key  73 
emphasis,  by  coming  together 
for  a  week  of  continuous  prayer 
followed  by  Six  Nights  for  God. 
Each  Protestant  minister  preach¬ 
ed  two  nights,  with  a  combined 
choir  presenting  music.  The 
ecumenical  effort  was  highlighted 
by  the  last  night  when  a  Roman 
Catholic  and  a  Nazarene  came 
down  the  aisle  to  receive  the 
offering  in  a  Baptist  Church,  and 
a  sermon  was  delivered  by  the 
Methodist  preacher,  with  enough 
money  received  above  expenses, 
for  the  purchase  of  500  Good 
News  For  Modern  Man  for  dis¬ 
tribution  in  the  Marksville  com¬ 
munity. 


Hammond  District  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  William  P. 
Fraser,  welcomes  recently  assigned  preachers  to  district. 
(Left  to  right)  Fraser;  Lewis  Ovenshire,  Pearl  River-La 
Combe;  Spiller  Milton,  Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon;  William  Proc¬ 
tor,  Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge.  (Albert  Collins,  pastor  at 
Fitzgerald-Waldheim,  was  not  present  for  photo). 


The  Rev.  Don  Cottrill  (right),  conference  youth  coordinator,  shown 
with  Conference  Youth  Team  during  recent  conference  and  district 
Youth  Team  Training  session  at  Caney  Lake,  Minden.  Other  staff 
persons  included  James  Stewart,  and  Ms.  Elaine  Woodruff  and  David 
Eakin  from  United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  During  the  week-long  event  priorities  for  Conference  youth 
were  determined,  a  Project  Review  Committee  for  the  Youth  Service 
Fund  was  named,  and  Rory  Dyson  of  FrankI inton  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  conference  team. 


LEFT:  G.  J.  Bridges,  director 
of  MacDonell  Center  Children’s 
Services  (right),  was  a  recent 
speaker  at  Golden  Meadow  and 
Grand  Isle  United  Methodist 
Churches.  Shown  with  him  is 
Huey  Collins,  leader  of  junior 
high  UMYF,  who  presided  at  the 
service.  The  Rev.  Vernon  Fair- 
ley  is  pastor. 


The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  co-director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  led  the  Council  on  Ministries  of  Love 
Chapel  Church  in  Shreveport  in  a  recent  planning  retreat 
session  at  Western  Hills  Motel  in  Bossier  City.  The  Rev. 
John  Rasmusson  is  pastor.  Don  Bodine,  manager  of  Western 
Hills  restaurant  and  Administrative  Board  chairman,  hosted 
the  group,  whose  chairman  is  Gary  MacFadden. 


The  Rev.  David  Peabody  and 
wife  Janet  (right)  are  leading  two 
creative  arts  events  at  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport.  The  Rev. 
Willis  Dear  will  serve  as  dean 
of  the  training  enterprise. 
Twelve  hour  skill  training  ses¬ 
sions  in  the  art  forms  including 
dance,  drama,  creative  crafts, 
film  and  music  will  be  staffed  by 
Miss  Martha  Lu  Carroll  of 
Natchitoches,  the  Rev.  Rick 
Hebert  of  Lafayette,  the  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  and  Miss  Rebecca 
Doyle  of  Shreveport,  in  addition 
to  the  Peabodys.  The  July  IS¬ 
IS  weekend  mini-event,  including 
meals  and  lodging  will  cost  $18; 
the  main  seminar,  July  16-20, 
will  cost  $33.  Registration  fees 
should  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Don 
Cottrill,  P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  71104,  with  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  age,  and  name  of  church. 


Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge  and 
Conference  chairman  of  Board  of 
Missions,  is  one  of  the  teachers 
for  the  Missouri  West  Conference 
Mission  School  at  Central  Col¬ 
lege,  Fayette,  Mo.,  July  9-12. 
He  is  teaching  the  course, 
“Contemporary  Christians  and 
their  Writings.” 


DR.  I.  B.  LOUD,  of  the  North 
Texas  Conference,  will  be  Loyalty 
Day  speaker,  Sunday,  July  15  for 
the  10:45  a.ni.  service  at  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  as  that  congregation  ob¬ 
serves  the  season  of  Pentecost. 
Dr.  Loud  is  a  trustee  of  Houston- 
Tillotson  College,  Texas  Southern 
University,  and  Gulfside  Assembly 
at  Waveland,  Miss.  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Jr.,  is  pastor  at  Wesley 
Church. 


FOR  SALE  -  Hammond  Concert 
Organ.  Has  one  Tone  Chamber 
with  four  speakers,  two  complete 
manual  keyboards,  nine  preset 
keys  for  each  manual,  and  two 
draw-bar  preset  keys  for  each 
manual.  Also  a  full  32  note 
radiating  and  oncave  pedal-board 
built  to  A.G.O.  specifications, 
and  a  new  Pedal  Solo  system, 
which  includes  32  foot  stops. 
Write  Rev.  K.  R.  Reed,  3501 
Patrick  Street,  Lake  Charles, 
La.,  or  call  477-2003. 


FIBERGLASS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 
•  CROSSES 

•  LIGHTED  SIGNS 

Write  for  free 
color  brochure. 
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ASBURY  WELCOMES  PASTOR 


Melvin  Cox,  Custodian  of  Munhollond  Memorial 
Church  in  Metairie  for  17  years,  was  honored  at  a 
church-wide  reception  and  "pounding”  party,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  St.  Andrews  Sunday  School  class  re¬ 
cently.  Pictured  with  Melvin  is  his  wife,  Carrie 
Mae,  and  young  relatives  he  is  raising.  Fourteen 
of  his  close  relatives  attended. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  El  lender  were  honored  on  the 
occasion  of  their  50th  wedding  anniversary  by  the 
congregation  of  Simpson  Church  in  Lake  Charles. 
Congratulating  them  are  Mrs.  H.  T.  Worthington, 
chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Education,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  after  they  presented  them  an 
orchid  corsage  and  boutonniere  at  the  early  service. 
At  the  10:30  service.  Rev.  Skinner  and  Mrs.  Ora 
Tolbert  presented  them  with  a  plaque  "The  Praying 
Hands.” 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  at  right 
were  welcomed  to  the  pastorate  of  First  Church' 
Alexandria,  at  a  reception  June  17.  Shown  with 
them  are  District  Superintendent  Clyde  S.  Clark, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Peyton,  III,  seated,  who  is  the  wife  of 
the  associate  pastor,  and  Miss  Emma  Hickman,  who 
has  been  a  member  of  the  church  since  1919.  Re¬ 
ceiving  with  them  were  Jack  Ewing,  Administrative 
Board  chairman,  Mrs.  Ewing,  Mrs.  G.  K.  Walker  of 
the  church  staff,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Peyton,  associate 
pastor,  and .  Larry  D.  Hardison,  minister  to  youth. 
(Town  Talk  photo) 


Ministers  and  wives  recently  appointed  to  churches 
in  the  Hammond  District  are  shown  at  the  picnic 
held  at  Camp  Istrouma.  Left  to  right:  William  Fra¬ 
ser,  district  superintendent,  Mrs.  Al  Collins,  Mrs. 
William  Fraser,  Lewis  Ovenshire,  Al  Collins,  Mrs. 
Ester  Hammond,  Mrs.  Ovenshire,  Spiller  Milton, 
Tammy  Milton,  William  Proctor  and  Mrs.  Proctor. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Stone 
Caraway  are  shown  at 
the  farewell  party  given 
for  them  by  members  of 
Simpson  Church  in  Lake 
Charles. 


Lakeview  Church  members  in  Shreve¬ 
port  held  a  reception  for  their  new 
Minister  of  Music,  Monas  Harlan,  and 
his  wife.  Mr.  Harlan  teaches  music 
and  voice  at  Centenary  College.  The 
couple  is  shown  with  the  music  book 
cake  created  by  Mrs.  Allen  Bowen 
and  center  piece  designed  by  Mrs. 
Fred  Garrett. 


A  service  of  celebration  for  wel¬ 
coming  the  Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry 
and  Mrs.  Harry  to  the  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Natchotoches  was  held, 
Sunday,  June  17,  in  the  sanctuary. 
The  order  of  worship  was  opened 
with  the  standard  Methodist  ritual, 
following  which  Cato  Davis  sang 
a  solo.  After  Mrs.  Rosemary  P. 
Jones  stated  the  Occasion,  each 
department  of  the  church  had  a 
representative  to  pronounce  words 
of  welcome. 

District  Superintendent  Edward 
R.  Thomas  addressed  the  congre¬ 
gation,  as  well  as  the  pastor,  to 
strive  toward  an  ideal  relationship 
in  which  both  parties  contributed 
to  the  upgrading  of  the  other.  At 
the  end  of  the  service,  the  entire 
membership  present  verbally 
pledged  support  to  the  church  and 
new  pastor.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  then  responded,  echoing 
their  full  fledged  support. 

The  service  was  planned  by  the 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  Commit¬ 
tee,  chaired  by  Mrs.  R.  P.  Jones. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Benedict  A.  Galloway, 
at  left,  receive  guests  during  the 
Open  House  held  at  the  parsonage  of 
Noel  Memorial  Church,  Shreveport, 
June  24. 


AT  RIGHT:  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
W.  Peterson  and  daughter 
and  son,  Ren’ee  and 
Rick,  were  welcomed  to 
the  Hodge,  Dodson  and 
New  Hope  Charge  by 
Charge  Lay  Leader  James 
Woods  (second  from 
right),  during  a  recent 
fellowship  supper. 


A  plaque  was  presented  to  the  Rev. 
Ted  Smith  by  Kenneth  Barrett,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Men’s  Fellowship  of  St. 
James  United  Methodist  Church,  Mar¬ 
rero,  New  Orleans.  It  read  in  part, 
"for  work  with  the  Men’s  Fellowship 
and  spiritual  guidance  in  the  four 
years  as  minister  at  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church.” 


Thirty-seven  years  in  the  ministry  was  the  occasion 
for  a  surprise  dinner  at  Munholland  Memorial  Church 
in  Metairie,  honoring  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert 
H.  Jamieson.  Seated  from  left  are:  G.  A.  Christen¬ 
sen,  Jr.,  lay  leader,  Mrs.  Jamieson,  Mr.  Jamieson, 
and  their  relatives. 
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If  you  do  not  attend  one  of  the  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission,  you  will  miss  a  real  learning 
experience.  From  the  time  the  first  plenary  ses¬ 
sion  begins  in  Hurley  Auditorium  at  1:15  on 
Tuesday,  July  24,  until  the  Celebration  and 
Worship  which  closes  the  School  at  11:30  a.m. 
Friday,  the  program  is  filled  with  information, 
inspiration  and  fellowship.  Some  of  the  highli^ts 
of  the  program  are  the  Free  University,  a  Film 
Festival  where  audio-visuals  to  be  used  with  the 
studies  will  be  shown,  and  panel  discussions  on 
the  new  organization  and  mission  priorities. 

For  those  whose  time  is  limit^,  the  Cooperative  Week-end  School 
offers  the  same  teachers  and  studies,  with  as  many  enrichment  oppor¬ 
tunities  as  time  will  permit.  This  School  begins  at  noon  on  Saturday, 
July  21  and  ends  Sunday,  July  22, 

The  June  28  issue  of  Louisiana  Methodist  has  registration  forms  for 
both  Schools  which  you  may  use  if  you  do  not  have  one  of  the  regular 
forms.  Send  your  registration  in  NOW  so  you  can  be  assured  of  getting 
in  the  class  of  your  choice.  YOU’LL  BE  GLAD  YOU  DID! 

See  you  in  Shreveport! 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon,  Chairman 
Program  Area  of  Missionary  Education 


GUILD  WEEKEND  SCHEDULE 
July.  20-21 

THEME:  Together:  A  Catalyst 
for  Change 
Friday,  July  20 

4  p.m.  -  Registration,  James  Dorm 
6:15  -  Snack  Supper,  James  Dorm 
7:30  -  General  Assembly, 
Auditorium,  Smith  Bldg. 
SATURDAY, JULY  21 
7:00  a.m.  -  Morning  Worship 
7:15  -  Breakfast 
8:30  -  General  Assembly 
Auditorium,  Smith  Bldg. 

11:15  a.m.  Closing  Meditation 
12:00  noon  -  Lunch 
(Mrs.  David  Cathcart  will  be  the 
special  guest  of  the  Guild  for  this 
event.) 

t 


COOPERATIVE  WEEKEND  OF 
CHRISTIAN  MISSION 

This  event  is  a  condensed  version 
of  the  mid-week  school  which  fol¬ 
lows.  The  program  will  begin  with 
lunch  on  Saturday  and  close  with 
lunch  on  Sunday.  It  is  for  all 
interested  persons,  men  and  wom¬ 
en,  ministers  and  wives,  church 
and  church  school  workers.  The 
faculty  is  the  same  as  for  the  mid¬ 
week  school. 

t 


WOMEN’S  DAY  CELEBRATED 
AT  ST.  MARK’S,  ALEXANDRIA 

Women’s  Day  was  held  Sunday, 
June  10,  at  St.  Mark  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Alexandria.  The 
highlight  of  the  service  was  the 
speaker,  Mrs.  Clytie  Perry.  Her 
message  centered  on  these  three 
points:  the  Service  of  Celebration 
for  Women;  transition  from  the  old 
women’s  organization  to  the  new 
United  Methodist  Women;  and 
“Over  the  Horizon”  for  women. 
She  encouraged  women  to  get  more 
involved  in  church  and  civic 
events,  making  themselves  avail¬ 
able  to  support  any  worthy  cause 
with  love  and  a  helping  hand. 

Mrs.  Daisy  Larry  was  chairman 
for  the  occasion.  Mrs.  Annie 
Jacob  was  co-chairman.  The  Rev. 
N.  P.  Perry  is  pastor. 

THE  LIVE  OAK  Church  vacation 
school  was  held  June  18-22  with 
an  average  attendance  of  128. 
Over  300  persons  attended  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  hour, 
June  24,  to  hear  the  youngsters 
sing  and  praise  God.  A  reception 
was  held  following  the  worship 
service  to  view  the  crafts  made. 
Bobbie  Ott  and  Terry  Arnold  di¬ 
rected  the  Bible  school  and  were 
assisted  by  30  additional  workers. 
The  Rev.  Charles  Strong  is  pastor 
of  the  Live  Oak  Church  at  Watson. 


Gloria  Bennett,  Confer¬ 
ence  Chairman  of  WSG, 
makes  presentation  of 
Special  Membership  pin 
and  certificate  to  Sara 
Leporati  who  was  named 
“Guild  Woman  of  the 
Year”  by  Monroe  District 
at  their  recent  meeting  at 
Chemin-a-Haut  State  Park 
near  Bastrop. 

Ruth  Gulley,  at  left, 
Monroe  District  WSG 
chairman,  and  Fern  What¬ 
ley,  district  secretary, 
are  shown  in  front  of  the 
dormitory  at  Chemin-a- 
Haut  State  Park  on  the 
occasion  of  the  recent 
meeting  of  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild. 


Members  of  First  Street 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  are 
shown  with  some  of  the 
children  they  are  helping 
to  clothe.  AT  RIGHT: 
Carolyn,  Helen  and 
their  brother,  Anthony, 
hold  in  their  hands  their 
new  garments. 

STUDY  RESULTS  IN  ACTION 
AT  FIRST  STREET  CHURCH, 
NEW  ORLEANS 

As  an  outgrowth  of  the  church-wide 
study  on  “Faith  and  Justice”,  members 
of  First  Street  Church,  New  Orleans, 
organized  the  “Dorcas  Faith  Sewing 
Circle.”  Each  member  pledged  to  do¬ 
nate  new  clothing  for  children  under 
six  years  of  age  living  in  the  commun¬ 
ity  designated  as  coming  from  poverty 
families. 

The  children  were  invited  to  the 
church  to  make  selections  from  the  ar¬ 
ray  of  clothing,  some  handmade  and 
some  purchased.  Church  members  re¬ 
port  that  upon  seeing  their  smiles  and 
beaming  eyes,  they  realized  that  these 
children  also  have  other  needs  as  had 
been  so  often  pointed  out  by  the  Rev. 
Alfred  L,  Norris  in  his  sermons. 

The  sewing  group,  one  of  nine  sub¬ 
groups  of  United  Methodist  Women  in 
First  Street  Church,  plan  to  continue 
the  project  and  search  out  other  means 
of  ministering  to  the  children. 

Leader  for  the  study  was  Mrs. 
George  W.  Carter,  Jr.,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Albert  Pulley  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  P.  Nor¬ 
ris. 
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At  Memorial  Church  in  Monroe,  guest  speaker  Maurice 
Elahi  stands  with  Mrs.  Thomas  D.  Brunt,  WSCS  vice 
president,  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  Mason,  at  right,  WSCS 
president.  The  ladies  are  draped  in  saris  belonging 
to  Mrs.  Elahi. 


MEMORIAL  CHURCH  WOMEN 
HAVE  INDIA  STUDY 

The  ladies  of  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  of  Memorial 
Church  of  Monroe  brought  their 
study  on  India  to  a  conclusion 
with  a  joint  dinner  meeting  late 
in  May.  Table  decorations  carried 
out  an  Eastern  theme  and  the 
menu  featured  food  served  in 
India.  This  consisted  of  a  curried 
tuna  casserole,  mixed  vegetables, 
and  curried  fruit  served  with  a 
brown  wheat  bread.  The  dessert 
of  carrots  and  coconut  grated 
was  called  Gajreli. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  joint 
meeting  was  a  native  of  India, 
now  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
the  Rev.  Maurice  Elahi,  who  has 
been  in  this  country  for  11  years, 
and  is  married  to  the  former  Miss 
Eva  Jean  Case,  a  former  mission¬ 
ary  to  India.  He  related  much  of 
his  humble  beginnings,  adding 
that  he  attended  the  University  of 
Pakistan  to  study  religions  of  the 
world,  seeking  a  deeper  meaning 
for  his  life,  and  becoming  a 
Christian.  He  spoke  at  length  on 
the  difference  in  the  standard  of 
living  in  the  far  East  and  here  in 
our  states.  Mr.  Elahi  is  now  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Office  Machines  and 
Service  Co.  of  West  Monroe,  and 
his  wife  is  employed  at  the  Wel¬ 
fare  Department.  Since  he  speaks 
several  languages,  he  is  frequently 
called  on  as  an  interpreter. 

The  dinner  meeting  proved  to  be 
a  success.  It  honored  new  mem¬ 
bers  and  guests  who  were  inter¬ 
ested  in  becoming  members.  The 
Rev.  James  Christie  is  pastor, 
Mrs.  Bruce  Parks  is  the  president 
of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  and 
Mrs.  Malcolm  Mason  is  the 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  president. 


Comment 
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StcttCitf  ScAmI 

by  Dr.  James  Workman 


LESSON  FOR  JULY  22: 

An  Owner's  Rights  And  Responsibilities 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Exodus  20:15,  1 
Kings  21:1-19;  Amos  8:4-6;  Mark  12:41-44; 
Luke  19:1-10;  Ephesians  4:28;  James  2:14-17. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Let  the  thief  no  longer 
steal,  but  rather  let  him  labor,  doing  honest 
work  with  his  liands,  so  that  Ik  may  be  able 
to  g^ve  to  those  in  need.  (Epbe^am  4:28) 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  That  we  may  be  honest 
and  generous  as  stewards  of  money  and  prop¬ 
erty,  in  ways  and  means  of  good  stewar^hlp, 
modeled  after  God’s  love  revealed  in  Christ’s 

sacrificial  death  for  us. 

*  *  * 


“The  Eighth  Commandment  is  broken  more  of¬ 
ten  than  any  other  one  of  the  ten,  today,”  is  the 
comment  of  a  Christian  lesson  writer  in  the  Uniform 
Lesson  Series  of  the  Presbyterian  churches.  The 
healing  of  this  break  is  to  be  found  in  the  motive  of 
the  Christian,  just  as  in  healing  the  breaking  of  the 
previous  commandments.  Out  of  the  heart  are  the 
issues  of  life,  and  our  first  concern  for  heavenly 
treasures  is  the  key  to  honest  dealings  with  our 
earthly  treasures.  The  me(mory  selection  gives  the 
key  to  stop  thievery  by  honest  labor,  by  the  motive 
of  meeting  needs.  These  needs  areone’sowii, others’ 
needs,  and  first  and  most  of  all  to  give  all  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  God’s  need  for  us  to  do  so. 

:)!  *  * 

“NEW  LIFE  OF  LOVE” 

IS  CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP  MORALITY 

Dr.  Victor  Paul  Furnish,  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  writes  in  Dr.  Laymon’s  “Interpreter’s  One 
Volume  Commentary,”  “Honesty  and  philanthropy, 
deal  with  the  Christian’s  life  within  the  community. 
They  concern  the  integrity  and  stability  of  the  com- 
(rtiunity’s  life.” 

Christian  stewardship  of  material  wealth  is  only 
one  aspect  of  one’s  responsibility  as  a  steward.  His 
stewardship  of  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ 
(Ephesians  3:8)  is  a  discipline  of  priority.  As  a  co¬ 
owner  with  God  of  all  that  we  have  and  are,  we 
have  responsibility  that  goes  with  our  rights  and 
privileges  in  the  Christian  way  of  life. 

The  first  Bible  reference  in  today’s  study  hinges 
on  the  personal  discipline  of  not  stealing.  The  He¬ 
brew  word  translated  “steal”  refers  to  the  kidnap¬ 
ping  of  Joseph  and  robbing  him  of  his  freedom  as  a 
citizen  in  Israel.  The  commandment  docs  not  specify 
what  shall  not  be  stolen.  This  commandment  adds 
to  the  sacredness  of  person  and  family,  the  sacred- 
ness  of  personal  property.  Paul’s  letter  to  the  Ephes¬ 
ians  emphasizes  the  Christian  art  of  giving  with 

liberality,  what  one  has  earned  or  received. 

*  *  * 

SABBATH  OBSERVANCE  DOES  NOT 
JUSTIFY  STEALING  PRACTICES 

Amos,  in  the  scripture  reference  cited,  tells  the 
formal  Sabbath  observers  who  trample  upon  the 
needy  and  the  poor  by  false  business  deals,  that  God 
will  penalize  such  hypocritical  behaviour.  The  reli¬ 
gious  holidays  which  Amos  condemns  were  kept 
punctiliously  by  worshippers  who  would  leave  their 
worship  attendance  to  practice  false  weights  and 
measures  in  selling  their  products.  False  scales  and 
false  weighted  money  were  their  means  of  “crooked 
dealing.”  Dirty  wheat  for  bread  was  another  means 
of  polluting  a  grain  deal  with  covered  theft.  I 
have  heard  of  country  stores  who  sold  the  sweep¬ 


ings  of  flour  and  meal  to  credit  customers  who 
could  not  read  or  see  the  packing  of  the  bag,  for 
bread. 

*  *  * 

JESUS  APPROVES  ECONOMIC  GENEROSITY 
AS  SALVATION 

The  scripture  in  Luke  for  today  gives  a  peep 
into  the  character  of  a  despised  tax  collector,  rich, 
and  generous.  True,  the  tax  collecting  system  of 
which  he  was  a  part  in  Jericho,  was  one  of  enormous 
profit  for  the  purchaser  of  the  right  to  collect.  Jesus 
invited  Zacchaeus  to  be  his  host  for  the  day.  Jesus 
was  received  “joyfully.”  He  was  criticized  for  being 
the  guest  of  a  “sinner.”  Jesus  accepted  his  witness  of 
generosity,  penitence  and  restitution  for  any  de¬ 
frauding,  and  that  “fourfold.”  Jesus  witnessed  salva¬ 
tion  to  Zacchaeus’  house,  and  the  Son  of  man’s 

achievement  of  his  goal  to  seek  and  save  the  lost! 

*  *  * 

MALACHI  CHALLENGES  ROBBERS  OF  GOD 
IN  TITHES  AND  OFFERINGS 

In  Malachi  3:8  the  prophet  cries  out  against  the 
Israelites  who  are  cheaters  of  God  in  withholding 
their  tithes  and  offerings.  This  theme  was  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  a  widely  published  article  entitled  “Tip¬ 
ping  and  Tithing.”  It  follows:  “Now  it  came  to  pass 
on  a  Day  at  Noon  that  a  certain  rich  man  invited 
the  editor  to  be  his  guest.  And  the  lunch  was  en¬ 
joyed  at  a  popular  Restaurant.  And  the  Waiters 
were  very  efficient,  and  the  Food  was  good. 

“Now  when  the  End  of  the  Meal  was  at  Hand, 
the  Waiter  brought  unto  the  Host  a  check.  And  the 
Host  examined  it,  frowned  a  bit,  but  made  no  Com¬ 
ment.  But  as  we  rose  to  depart,  I  observed  that  my 
Host  laid  some  coins  under  the  edge  of  his  Plate, 
Howbeit,  I  know  not  what  Denomination  the  Coins 
were.  But  the  Waiter  who  stood  by  smiled  happily, 
which,  being  interpreted,  means  that  the  Tip  was 
satisfactory.  Now  with  such  Customs  we  are  all  fam¬ 
iliar.  And  this  Parable  entereth  not  into  the  Merits 
and  Demerits  of  Tipping.  But  as  I  meditated 
on  the  coins  that  became  the  Tips  throughout  our 
Nation,  I  began  to  think  of  Tips  and  Tithes.  For  the 
proverbial  Tip  should  be  at  least  a  Tithe,  lest  the 
Waiter  or  Waitress  turn  against  you.  And  as  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  think  on  these  things,  it  came  unto  me  that 
few  people  who  go  to  Church  treat  their  God  as  well 
as  they  honor  their  Waiter.  For  they  give  unto  the 
Waiter  a  Tithe,  but  unto  God  they  give  whatsoever 
they  think  will  let  thorn  by.  Verily,  doth  Man  fear 
the  Waiter  more  than  he  feareth  God?  And  does 
he  love  God  less  than  he  loveth  the  Waiter?  Truly, 
truly,  a  Man  and  his  Money  are  past  understand¬ 
ing.”  (ULCS  Adult,  Arthur  M.  Field  Jr.,  Editor, 
Richmond,  Va.) 

*  * 

BISHOP  WILLIAN  W.  HOW  — 

“WE  GIVE  THEE  BUT  THINE  OWN” 

Hymn  number  181  is  one  of  the  few  hymns  in 
which  the  word  “stewards”  is  mentioned.  This  hymn 
grew  out  of  the  life  of  a  self-effacing,  humanitarian 
Bishop  in  England,  after  he  twice  had  declined  the 
administrative  office,  an  Order  in  his  native  church. 
This  following  hymn  lifts  up  the  owner’s  rights  and 
responsibilities  of  full  stewardship,  of  devotion  to 
God,  and  service  to  man.  “We  give  thee  but  thine 
own,  whate’er  the  gift  may  be;  all  that  we  have  is 
thine  alone,  a  trust,  O  Lord,  from  thee.  May  we  thy 
bounties  thus  as  stewards  true  receive.  And  gladly, 
as  thou  blcssest  us,  to  thee  our  first  fruits  give.  To 
comfort  and  to  bless,  to  find  a  balm  for  woe.  To 


tend  the  lone  and  fatherless,  is  angels’  work  below. 
And  we  believe  thy  word,  though  dim  our  faith  may 
be;  Whate’er  for  thine  we  do,  O  Lord,  We  do  it 
unto  thee.  Amen.” 

*  *  * 

READ  A  POEM,  SEE  A  PICTURE, 

WRITE  A  HYMN 

Bishop  How  tells  of  reading  the  beautiful  poem, 
“Brothers  and  a  Sermon,”  by  Jean  Ingelow.  “The 
parson  knew  that  he  had  lost  the  eyes  and  ears  of 
those  before  him  for  he  made  a  pause  .  .  .  then  with 
a  sigh  confronted  the  folk,  lifted  his  grand  gray  head, 
and  said  as  one  who  pondered  now  the  words  he 
had  been  preaching  on  with  new  surprise,  and  found 
fresh  marvel  in  their  sound,”  “Behold!  Behold!  saith 
He,  T  stand  at  the  door  and  knock.’  ”  Then  said  the 
parson:  “What!  and  shall  He  wait.  And  must  He 
wait . . .  Open  the  door  with  shame  if  ye  have  sinned; 
if  ye  be  sorry,  open  it  with  sighs.  Albeit  the 
place  be  bare  for  poverty,  and  comfortless  for  lack 
of  plenishing,  be  not  ashamed  for  that,  but  open  it, 
and  take  Him  in  that  comes  to  sup  with  thee;  ‘Be¬ 
hold’  He  saith,  ‘I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock,’ 

.  .  .  Speak  then,  O  rich  and  strong:  Open,  O  happy 
young,  ere  yet  the  hand  of  Him  that  knocks,  wearied 
at  last,  forbear;  the  patient  foot  its  thankless  quest 
refrain,  the  wounded  heart  forevermore,  withdraw.” 
Bishop  How  read  the  words  of  the  above  poem 
over  and  over  again,  and  finally,  closing  the  book, 
he  scribbled  on  an  old  scrap  of  paper  his  first  idea 
of  the  verses,  “O  Jesus,  Thou  art  standing  ,  .  .” 
Also,  Tolman  Hunt’s  famous  picture  “The  Light  of 
the  World”,  which  hangs  in  Keble  College,  Oxford 

influenced  Bishop  How  in  writing  the  hymn. 

*  *  * 

DOWN  TO  EARTH  RIGHTS  AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

Devotional  use  of  daily  scripture  suggestions  will 
enrich  the  discipline  of  this  lesson.  They  are  Gen. 
31:  25-31;  Exodus  20:15;.  Deut.  28:1-12. 

Survey  of  news  items  and  knowledge  of  your 
local  neighborhood  suggest  the  need  for  many  help¬ 
ers  in  observing  property  owners’  rights  and  duties. 
How  many  homes  or  businesses  have  not  been 
broken  into  or  robbed  in  the  last  year?  Name  them. 
Why  was  the  National  Guard  called  into  service 
during  the  unprecedented  tornado  losses  in  Jones¬ 
boro,  Ark.,  to  prevent  more  vandalism  and  looting 
than  had  occurred  in  widespread  areas  of  the  two 
tornado  damaged  community  properties — property 
losses  over  several  hundred  million  dollars,  esti¬ 
mated  by  insurance  adjusters.  Property  owners  have 
increased  their  theft  insurance.  Extra  locks  and 
floodlights  have  been  put  on  doors  and  windows. 
Truck  highjacking,  shoplifting,  and  dishonest 
weights,  measures  and  money  shortages  in  stores 
mak^ing  change — all  cry  out  to  change  the  thief,  to 
order  property  rightly. 

*  *  * 

STEWARDS  OF  THE  RITUAL 
OF  THE  CHURCH 

The  church’s  orders  of  worship  for  baptism,  con¬ 
firmation  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  are  disciplines  for 
dedication  of  the  Christian’s  total  witness.  Key  73 
united  many  fellow  churchmen  in  renewing 
our  vows  in  faithful  service  with  full  stewardship  of 
our  time,  all  of  it,  our  talents,  our  treasurer’s-moncy 
and  all  wealth,  and  our  many,  many  ways  to  be  use¬ 
ful.  “O  Lord,  let  me  not  live  to  be  useless.”  Next 
Sunday’s  lesson  focuses  on  the  Ninth  Commandment, 
“You  shall  not  bear  false  witness.” 
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Jurisdiction’s 
Assembly 
celebrates 
50  years  .  .  . 


Dr.  Jack  Montgomery, 
pastor  at  Mexico,  Mo., 
speaks  on  early  history 
of  the  Assembly. 


College  of  Bishops,  South  Central  Jurisdiction  (left  to  right); 
Paul  V.  Galloway,  0.  Eugene  Slater,  W.  McFerrin  Stowe, 
Eugene  M.  Frank,  Don  W.  Holter,  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  Alsie  H. 
Carleton,  Paul  W.  Milhouse,  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.  (Willson 
Lecturer  for  anniversary  celebration),  and  Finis  A.  Crutchfield. 


Mrs.  E.  T.  Davenport,  chairman  of  Jurisdictional  Task  Force 
on  Urban  Ministries,  presides  at  meeting  held  during  Celebra¬ 
tion.  Others  (left  to  right);  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  executive 
director  of  Jurisdiction;  (Mrs.  Davenport);  the  Rev.  Jerry  El¬ 
rod,  director  of  Metropolitan  Ministries,  Omaho,  Neb.;  the  Rev. 
Marshall  E.  Hodge,  pastor  of  Aldersgate  Church,  Dallas;  the 
Rev.  MacKenzie  Thompson,  director  Skyline  Ministries,  Okla¬ 
homa  City;  Bishop  Goodrich  of  Missouri  Area;  the  Rev.  Arturo 
M.  Fernandez,  associate  director  Urban  Ministries  to  Mexican 
Americans,  Houston,  Tex. 


Senior  Citizens'  Choir  from  Ozarks  Methodist  Manor  at  Marion- 
ville.  Mo.,  (members  averaging  78  years  in  age),  performed 
under  the  direction  of  Clara  Shaffner. 


Dr.  Richard  H.  Robinson  of 
Houston,  associate  director 
of  the  Program  Council  in  the 
Texas  Conference,  speaks  on 
participation  of  minority 
groups  in  programs  of  Mt. 
Sequoyah.  Mrs.  Lamar  Clark 
(seated),  president  of  United 
Methodist  Women  in  Texas 
Conference,  spoke  on  role  of 
women  at  the  Assembly  through 
the  years. 


From  Our  Readers 


Contributions  for  this  column 
should  be  written  briefly  and  bear  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  writer. 
What  appears  here  does  not  necessarily 
represent  the  point  of  view  of  this  pub¬ 
lication  aiid  the  editor  reserves  the 
right  to  withhold,  edit  for  space,  or 
print  contributions. 

Dear  Sir: 

If  things  are  ever  straightened  out 
in  this  country  it  will  be  up  to  the 
ACTIVE  CHURCH  MEMBERS  TO 
DO  IT.  Enclosed  arc  some  thoughts 
you  might  use  in  THE  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST.  We  look  forward  to 
getting  it  each  week. 

My  best  regards  .  .  . 

J.  E.  Channcll, 

Shreveport,  La. 

t 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  article  on' “My  own  tube  of 
toothpaste”  inspired  this  and  I  thought 
that  you  might  find  a  spot  to  hang  it 
...  I  don’t  get  inspired  too  often,  and 
you  can  see  what  happens  when  I  do. 
Anyway,  life  is  like  a  tube  of  tooth¬ 
paste,  too  often  we  leave  a  lot  in  the 
tube! 

I  really  enjoyed  the  last  issue.  The 
coverage  of  annual  conference  was 
great.  I  felt  like  I  was  sitting  through 
the  debate  again  ...  I  am  sure  that  as 
time  goes  on  there  will  be  annual  con¬ 
ferences  that  I  would  rather  forget,  but 
I  am  still  young  and  these  first  ones  I 


want  to  remember  for  a  long  time. 
Susan  Gladin, 

Helena,  Ark. 

(Editor’s  note:  Enclosed  was  a  large 
hand-made  poster  showing  a  tube  of 
toothpaste  with  the  wording:  "Hap¬ 
piness  is  .  .  .  My  own  tube  of  tooth¬ 
paste."  A  beautiful  job,  Susan;  Thank 
you!) 

t 

Dear  Sir: 

After  reading  your  artiele  in  Ark. 
Methodist,  “Think  about  the  Child¬ 
ren,”  I  think  of  how  many  years  have 
gone  by  since  we  have  had  a  Children’s 
Page  in  the  paper. 

When  I  was  a  child  that  was  my  only 
interest  in  The  Arkansas  Methodist. 
Do  you  think  our  children  feel  in¬ 
cluded  now?  I  would  make  a  guess  they 
never  take  a  second  glance. 

If  we  arc  to  hold  their  interest  in 


the  paper  from  my  experience  it  would 
be  to  allow  them  one  page. 

I  always  looked  forward  to  Editor 
Knox’s  messages  and  now  I’m  reading 
yours. 

-  Respectfully  yours, 

Mrs.  Hatcher  Smith, 
Imboden,  Arkansas 
P.S.  A  grandmother. 

t 

Dear  Editor: 

We  received  the  Arkansas  Meth¬ 
odist  and  laughed  over  the  “very  own 
tube  of  toothpaste.”  Then  your  article 
about  Jonesboro  brought  tears.  It  was 
well  written  and  we  clipped  it  to  save! 

You,  and  your  readers — especially 
preachers’  wives — will  appreciate  how 
excited  I  was,  recently,  when  Bobby 
Harris,  administrative  assistant  at 
Crossett,  tugged  five  moving  barrels 
into  the  parsonage  where  I  was  pack¬ 
ing!  He  had  discovered  them  in  a  back 


Dr.  Virgil  Morris,  former  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  -  and  a  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
shares  in  the  anniversary 
observance. 


If 


storeroom  and  imagine  our  surprise 
when  the  newspapers  inside  were  from 
Blytheville  —  addressed  to  Dr.  Robert 
Moore  (our  predecessor).  I  felt  a  little 
guilty  since  Withers  and  Bob  Jr.,  both 
old  friends  and  Methodist  ministers 
could  have  used  the  barrels.  But  how 
could  I  resist  those  beautiful  contain¬ 
ers  when  my  kitchen  was  stacked  high 
with  waiting  fragiles?  Then  came  the 
big  shock.  There  in  the  bottom  of  one, 
carefully  swathed  in  newspapers,  was 
Mrs.  Moore’s  “like  new”  pressure 
cooker.  Counting  our  six  years,  and 
their  three  at  Crossett,  it  had  been  nine 
years  since  she’d  had  that  important 
vessel!  I  delighted  thinking  how  she’d 
feel  when  Ferris  brought  it  to  the  con- 
ferenec.  But  not  so.  Before  he  could 
take  it,  it  disappeared!  My  unknowing 
helper,  Ophellia,  had  evidently  packed 
that  unfortunate  pot  when  I  wasn’t 
looking.  It’s  now  here  with  us  in  St. 
Louis  .  .  .  again  nestling  in  news¬ 
papers  ...  in  the  bottom  of  Moore’s 
barrel! 

Connie  Norton 

(Mrs.  Ferris  Norton) 

t 


Dear  Sir: 

Congratulations  on  your  issue  of 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST,  June 
14th.  I  read  with  interest  the  Sunday 
School  lesson.  In  fact  I  took  it  with 
me  to  our  Adult  Ladies  Class  to  be 
used  in  our  “discussion. 

I  like  “The  Editor’s  Pulpit”  very 
much.  Please  tell  Chuck  that  I  too  like 
birds,  bees  and  trees  and  hope  to  see 
more  of  his  poems  .  .  .  Best  wishes 
and  may  God  bless  you  and  yours. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Ona  King  (Mrs.  J.  F.) 

Winnsboro,  La. 
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from  page  one  -  GENERAL  INSURANCE  PROGRAM 


man,  Sr.  Vice  President  of  Atlantic  Mutual  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  reported  that  “The  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  becomes  the  first  national  Protestant 
body  to  attempt  to  put  together  a  church  program 
that  will  take  advantage  of  what  is  called  ‘spread 
of  risk’  and  the  expected  savings  and  loss-preven¬ 
tion  activities  that  result  from  spread  of  risk.” 

COVERAGE  OF  THE  PROGRAM 

The  program  is  a  multi-peril  package  policy  re¬ 
lating  to  fire,  extended  coverage  and  vandalism  with 
coverage  for  public  liability,  crime  coverage,  auto¬ 
mobile  non-ownership  liability  and  other  optional 
coverages.  Churches  may  select  their  own  local 
broker  or  agent  who  will  make  application  through 
Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co.,  Inc.,  or  may  deal  directly 
with  Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co.  The  local  broker  will  re¬ 
ceive  50%  of  the  agent’s  commission. 

A  feature  of  the  program  is  a  loss-prevention 
incentive  award  of  fire  extinguishers.  These  would 
be  distributed  by  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  to  those  churches  who  meet  certain  safety 
inspection  requirements. 

Workmen’s  Compensation  is  also  available 
through  the  plan  in  keeping  with  the  various  states’ 
regulations. 

Fast  claim  service  was  promised  through  the 
Various  offices  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  and  the  Frank  B.  Hall  Company  through¬ 
out  the  country  and  also  by  a  toll-free  number 


through  which  claims  could  be  reported  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Adjustment  Bureau.  Of  interest  to  most 
churches  is  the  availability  of  a  financing  arrange¬ 
ment  by  which  premiums  may  be  paid  ten  percent 
down  and  the  b^ance  in  nine  monthly  installments. 

OPTIONAL  TRUST  FUND  TO  BENEFIT 
CHURCH  AT  LARGE 

A  trust  fund  has  been  created  to  which  churches 
desiring  to  participate  could  contribute  their  divi¬ 
dends  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  at 
large.  According  to  Dr.  Brawner,  this  trust  fund,  a 
completely  voluntary  option,  would  return  50%  of 
the  dividends  to  the  annual  conference  to  be  used 
as  the  conference  would  determine  in  “assisting 
nrissional  or  inter-city  churches”  in  improving  their 
properties.  The  other  50%  would  be  used  to  cover 
the  necessary  administrative  expenses  that  the  GC- 
FA  would  have  in  regard  to  the  program  and  “to 
build  up  a  trust  fund  looking  toward  a  program  of 
self  insurance,  probably  ten  years  down  the  road.” 
“This,”  said  Dr.  Brawner,  “is  the  direction  the 
church  wants  to  move,  can  and  should  move;  and 
I  say  that  in  front  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance 
Company.” 

The  program  is  filed  in  the  State  of  Arkansas 
Under  the  name  of  “Safeguard  Package  Filing.”  In 
Louisiana,  independent  filings  are  not  allowed  and 
standard  insurance  industry  forms  are  required. 
However,  special  multi-peril  coverage  for  United 


Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana  is  available  under 
the  same  program  with  “substaintially  the  same  cred¬ 
its  and  the  same  spread-of-risk  benefits”  being  en¬ 
joyed,  according  to  Mr.  John  A.  Schoneman  of  At¬ 
lantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

PASTORS  HAVE  RECEIVED  MAILING 

A  mailing  from  the  GCFA  went  to  each  pastor 
on  May  14  giving  details  of  the  program.  Enclosed 
were  Request  for  Quotation  forms  which  local 
churches  could  return  for  quotations  on  costs.  These 
may  be  secured  from  Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co.,  Inc.,  88 
Pine  Street,  New  York,  New  York  10005.  Persons 
seeking  further  information  are  invited  to  write  to 
Mr.  Jack  Kraeutler  at  that  address  or  telephone  him 
at  212-952-1200.  Complete  details  of  the  program 
will  appear  in  a  four-page  article  in  the  September 
issue  of  the  “Interpreter.” 

Attending  the  St.  Louis  meeting  from  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas  were  Dr.  Jack  B.  Koelemay,  Chap¬ 
lain  of  the  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans,  and 
Director  of  Public  Relations;  the  Rev.  Max  Whit¬ 
field,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  church  in  Harrison  and 
member  of  the  Insurance  Committee  of  the  North 
Arkansas  Conference;  Mr.  Tom  Williams,  Chair¬ 
person  of  the  Insurance  Committee  of  the  Little 
Rock  Conference;  and  the  Rev.  John  S.  Workman, 
editor  of  The  Arkansas/Louisiana  Methodist, 

t 


Pax  World  Fund  announces 
'double  dividends' 


San  Francisco  to 
host  Health  and 
Welfare  Convention 

The  34th  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Methodist  National  Associa^ 
tion  erf  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
will  be  held  March  17-21,  1974  at  the 
San  Francisco  Hilton  Hotel  in  San 
Francisco,  Calif. 

There  will  be  section  meetings, 
plenary  sessions  and  presentation  of 
honors  provided  by  the  National  As¬ 
sociation.  In  cooperation  with  Protes¬ 
tant  Health  and  Welfare  Assembly 
there  will  be  concurrent  sessions  and 
assemblies.  An  opportunity  will  be 
given  at  a  later  date  to  pre-register  for 
both  the  National  Association  and 
PHWA  functions,  according  to  J. 
Scott  Houston,  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association. 

Following  the  Convention  there  will 
be  an  extended  Hawaiian  Study  Tour 
from  March  21  through  28.  Seminars 
will  be  held  at  United  Methodist 
Health  and  Welfare  Agencies  to  see 
first  hand  the  health  care  services  pro¬ 
vided  on  the  islands. 

Additional  information  concerning 
the  tour,  which  will  cost  $395  per  per¬ 
son,  may  be  obtained  by  writing:  Dr. 
Wendell  C.  Bassett,  National  Assn,  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  1200 
Davis  St.,  Evanston,  Ill.  60201  or  tele¬ 
phone  312-869-9600. 

t 

Minority  participation 
under  review 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMQ  — 
The  extent  of  ethnic  minority  participa¬ 
tion,  leadership  and  staffing  in  all  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  agencies  will  be 
the  subject  of  a  review  during  the  last 
half  of  1973  with  preliminary  surveys 
indicating  both  gains  and  setbacks. 

A  special  committee  from  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  will  con¬ 
duct  the  inquiry.  Findings  will  be  re¬ 
ported  to  the  full  commission  early  in 
1974. 


DEVOTIONAL  LIFE 
CONFERENCE  AT 
LAKE  JUNALUSKA 

(Nashville,  Tennessee)  —  A  special 
Conference  on  Devotional  Life  and 
Literature  will  be  held  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.  C.,  July  22-24,  1973.  Plans 
for  the  Conference,  open  to  both  min¬ 
isters  and  laymen,  were  announced  by 
Dr.  Wilson  O.  Weldon,  editor  of  The 
Upper  Room,  the  world’s  most  widely 
read  daily  devotional  guide. 

Speakers  on  the  program  will  in¬ 
clude  Dr.  Bryant  Kirkland,  minister. 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York 
City;  Dr.  William  Paulsell,  from  At¬ 
lantic  Christian  College  in  Wilson,  N. 
C.;  Dr.  Webb  Garrison,  minister  and 
author  of  Evansville,  Ind.;  Dr.  Tru¬ 
man  Potter,  minister,  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  Charleston,  W.  Va.;- 
the  Rev.  Maurice  King,  Dean  of  The 
Upper  Room  Chapel  and  Dr.  Weldon. 
These  leaders  will  be  assisted  by  other 
members  of  The  Upper  Room  staff. 

There  is  no  registration  fee.  Par¬ 
ticipants  are  expected  to  pay  only 
for  transportation  to  and  from  the  con¬ 
ference,  plus  nominal  expenses  for 
food  and  lodging  at  the  Lake  Juna- 
luska  Assembly  grounds.  Additional 
information  concerning  participation 
in  the  Conference  can  be  obtained  by 
writing  to  the  Conference  on  Devo¬ 
tional  Life  and  Literature,  1908^ 
Grand  Avenue,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37203. 

t 

NEW  SPANISH  HYMN  BOOK 
DEDICATED 

GEORGETOWN,  Tex.  (UMN)  — 
The  first  new  Spanish  language  United 
Methodist  book  of  hymns  in  64  years 
was  dedicated  here  through  the  joint 
efforts  of  an  annual  conference  com¬ 
mittee,  a  seminary  and  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  publishing  house. 

Dr.  John  E.  Proctor,  president  and 
publisher  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  presented  a  mock- 
up  copy  of  the  METODISTA  HIM- 
NARIO  to  the  resident  bishop  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference,  O. 
Eugene  Slater,  in  ceremonies  at  South¬ 
western  University,  Sunday,  June  10. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
A  cash  dividend  of  20  cents  per  share, 
the  year’s  second,  was  announced  here 
June  27  by  Pax  World  Fund,  but  this 
is  only  part  of  a  “double  dividend”  in¬ 
volving  social  responsibility,  according 
to  its  president. 

The  fund,  which  has  an  inter-faith 
board  of  directors,  invests  in  non-war- 
related  industries,  those  with  fair  em¬ 
ployment  practices  and  in  internation¬ 
al  development,  said  Corbett.  In  main¬ 
taining  these  criteria,  the  directors 
query  firms  as  to  their  policies  and 
practices  and  in  some  cases  followup 
with  personal  interviews  and  studies. 

Dr.  Luther  E.  Tyson,  president  of 
Pax  World,  said  a  principal  goal  of 
the  fund  is  to  produce  income.  How¬ 
ever,  he  stressed,  a  firm’s  good  ecologi¬ 
cal,  employment  and  other  social  poli¬ 
cies  and  practices  give  it  a  better  in¬ 
vestment  potential.  He  noted  that  Pax 
World  developed  largely  out  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  1968  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  resolution  urging  that 


SALEM,  Va.  (UMQ  —  United 
Methodists  have  given  more  than  $3,- 
000,000  for  relief,  rehabilitation,  re¬ 
construction  and  refugee  service  in. 
Indochina  in  the  last  five  and  obe- 
half  years,  according  to  the  denominbr 
tion’s  chief  relief/rehabilitation  execu¬ 
tive. 

Included  is  $265,000'granted  Or  re¬ 
leased  by  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  On  Relief  (UMCOR)  at  it^. 
meeting  here  June  11-12.  Altogether 
the  relief/rehabilitation  agency  made 
grants  or  released  funds  totaling  $565,- 
766,  and  authorized  $200,0{W  more 
for  release  in  the  months  before  its 
next  meeting  in  October. 

Included  in  the  $765,766  released, 
granted  or  authorized  were  funds  not 
only  for  Indochina  but  $50,000  for  the 
Managua,  Nicaragua,  earthquake. 


church  investments  be  in  accord  with 
the  church’s  Social  Creed. 

This  is  the  second  dividend  declared 
this  year  by  the  fund,  following  a 
spring  distribution  of  38  cents  a  share 
plus  5  cents  as  realized  capital  gain. 

Dr.  Tyson  is  a  staff  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  here,  as  is  Dr.  J. 
Elliott  Corbett,  vice  president  of  the 
fund. 

Approximately  one-half  million  dol¬ 
lars  has  been  invested  in  the  fund,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Corbett,  by  some  125  share¬ 
holders,  which  include  three  United 
Methodist  agencies,  three  historic  peace 
churches  and  two  foundations,  as  well 
as  individuals. 

The  officers  noted  that  the  fund  has 
had  a  low  turnover  in  its  stock  and 
bond  holdings  and  now  carries  a  port¬ 
folio  of  31  issues.  They  said  an  or¬ 
ganization  which  rates  mutual  funds 
had  placed  Pax  World  at  84th  among 
540  in  the  U.  S.  in  1973. 

t 


$25,000  for  the  Sudan  where  civil  war 
ended  in  1972,  and  $150,000  for  cem- 
tinuing  rehabilitation  and  reconstruc¬ 
tion  in  three  annual  conferences  in 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  hit  by 
floods  in  June,  1972. 

Despite  what  United  Methodists  and 
other  churches  have  already  given  for 
Indochina,  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Harry 
Haines,  New  York,  said  that  “when 
the  last  G.I.  has  come  home,  the 
church  will  still  have  to  be  there  for 
10-15  years  helping  to  rebuild  the  fab¬ 
ric  of  millions  of  lives  caught  up  in 
terror  and  destruction.  The  problem 
United  Methodists  and  others  face  is 
whether  we  still  turn  our  backs  on 
this  part  of  the  world,  put  the  desper¬ 
ate  needs  of  Indochina  out  of  our 
thinking  and  turn  our  attention  else¬ 
where.” 


United  Methodists  rebuild 
where  disaster  strikes 
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LITTLE  GIANT 

Th«  ntm*  to  romombor  for 


FIBERGLASS 
SPIRES -CROSSES 


]  BAPTISTRIES  -SIGNS 
klli^  WATER  HEATERS 

iGBI  KRINKLGLAS  WINDOWS 
IH-i^hurch  credit  plans  available. 

Free  colored  brochure. 

LIHLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO. 
Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
Phone;  713  88M246 


STOP  LIST 

GREAT 
8'  Open  Diap 
2*  Fifteenth 
8'  Trumpet 


73  pipes 
some  notes 
73  pipes 


CHOIR 
8'  Hohl  Flute 
8'  Dulciana 
8'  Clarinet 

SWELL 

8'  Geigen  Principal 

8*  Stopped  Flute 
8'  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8*  Voix  Celeste 
4'  Flute  Harm. 

2'  Flautino 
8'  Vox  Humano 


PEDAL 

16*  Major  Bass 

16*  Lieblich  Gedeckt 


(low  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 


(lower  12  pipes 
missing) 

73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
61  pipes 
73  pipes  {??) 
some  are  bad* 
ly  bent 


32  pipes 
12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 


Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 

For  more  information  write  P.Ov  BOX  1189 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  255-5901 


‘  PC.BoiifO  Ihomass^fllcGeorqiiL'^t'I^Z 
nAxA.  t^T hg.  GJo ba LJi/niSttJ  AS 


AT  THE 

.  A. 


OF  RUSTON 


MAXWELL’S  RESTAURANT 

Serving  Buffet  Each  Sunday 
After  Church  -  Noon 


John  Maxwell 
Your  Host  and 
Innkeeper 


Interstate  20 


Twelve  of  13  young  persons  received  into  mem¬ 
bership  of  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur  on  Pentecost 
Sunday,  shown  with  the  Rev.  Walter  Clarke,  pas¬ 
tor.  Eight  of  the  number  were  also  baptized. 


Some  of  youth  from  Springfield  Church  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  retreat  at  Grand  Isle  during  the 
week  of  June  11,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev. 
Lorry  Stafford,  pastor.  Activities  included,  in 
addition  to  study  and  meditation,  fishing,  crab¬ 
bing  and  swimming. 


- Case  iuorl>e  rs 

"  ntrubters 

['  ■"  fcLtr&n't's  1 

- ZP) 

. doaoselors  ' 

ft  Weal  Chance  !  ftnofher  FUternatiue ! 


Youth  Choir  of  Franklin  United  Methodist  Church 
entertaining  of  covered  dish  supper  to  welcome 
summer  youth  director.  Miss  Kothi  Breozeole  of 
Natchitoches  (third  from  left,  front).  Miss  Brea- 
zeale,  a  graduate  of  Northwestern  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  will  direct  a  full  program  of  activities  for 
children  and  youth. 


The  above  "Cowboy  Boot"  float,  constructed  by 
youth  of  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur,  received  honor¬ 
able  mention  at  the  Louisiana  Championship 
Rodeo  parade  held  in  Sulphur  recently.  Miss 
Jeonie  Bowdon  is  director  of  youth  activities. 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 

The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual.  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 
good  working  order. 


The  parishioners  of  St.  Mark  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  through  their  lay  leader, 
Felton  E.  Butler,  and  chairman  of 
Pastor-Parish  Relations,  Calvin  E. 
Washington,  Sr.,  cited  their  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Robert  Williams,  for  out¬ 
standing  leadership  during  the  post 
year.  Since  his  appointment  a  year 
ago,  the  members  note  spiritual  and 
financial  progress  and  the  acquisition 
of  additional  property  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  church.  The  church’s  84th 
anniversary  during  this  conference 
year  is  expected  to  serve  os  a  cata¬ 
lyst  for  more  activities  and  involve¬ 
ment. 


Five  graduating  seniors  were  honored  by  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  recently.  They  are  shown  here  with 
the  Rev.  W.  E.  Nolan,  minister. 


The  Junior  High  UMYF  of  McGuire  Church,  West 
Monroe,  shown  redecorating  their  meeting  room, 
with  the  help  of  Mrs.  Jack  Rey,  counselor.  Bubbo 
Warren,  Jr.  of  Simsboro  is  summer  youth  director. 
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Re:  Proposed  Constitutional  Change 


The  following  letter  and  statement  was  sent 
to  each  member  of  the  Committee  on  Revenue, 
Finance  and  Taxation,  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention,  1973  by  Executive  Director, 
Mark  Lower. 

Every  reader  of  this  article  is  urged  to 
contact  his  or  her  elected  delegate  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  and  insist  that  no  change  be  made  in 
Article  IV,  Section  8  of  the  present  Louisiana 
Constitution. 

I  am  anxious  that  your  Committee  weigh 
every  facet  of  any  proposed  change  in  Article 
IV,  Section  8  of  the  present  Louisiana  Con¬ 
stitution  dealing  with  the  matter  of  public 
funds  being  used  in  aid  of  non-public  schools^. 
This  is  a  matter  of  no  small  concern  to  thou¬ 
sands  of  Louisiana  citizens  and  taxpayers. 
With  this  in  mind  I  have  prepared  the  attached 
statement  which  I  hope  you  will  give  careful 
study. 

Frankly  speaking,  the  language  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Constitution,  has  stood  the  test  of  both 
State  and  Federal  Courts  and  for  that  reason 
would  seem  to  be  completely  satisfactory. 

Please,  Sir,  leave  this  Constitutional  pro¬ 
vision  intact  for  I  fear  that  any  change  might 
well  jeopardize  any  attempt  to  adopt  a  new 
Constitution. 

With  best  wishes, 

Sincerely  yours, 

MARK  A.  LOWER 
Executive  Director 

MAL:rh 


STATEMENT  OF  MARK  LOWER, 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION  CONCERNING 
PROPOSALS  TO  CHANGE  THE 
LOUISIANA  CONSTITUTION 
REGARDING  STATE  AID  TO 
NON-PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 


JUNE  7,  1973 


Hi  ❖  ❖ 


The  present  Louisiana  Constitution  con¬ 
tains  at  ART.  IV,  Sec  8,  a  specific  ban  on  the 
use  of  state  funds,  directly  or  indirectly,  for 
church  institutions.  It  is  on  the  basis  of  this 
ban  that  a  law  providing  state  aid  for  parochial 
schools  was  recently  found  unconstitutional. 
Art.  IV,  Sec.  8  has  therefore  demonstrated  its 
usefulness  in  protecting  the  people  against 
taxes  for  religion  and  should  be  retained  intact 
in  the  new  constitution. 


One  of  the  basic  principles  of  church-state 
separation  is  that  churches  and  their  institu¬ 
tions  should  be  voluntarily  financed.  They 
should  be  supported  by  the  donations  of  their 
adherents,  rather  than  by  taxes.  This  free  and 
voluntary  arrangement  is  one  enunciated  in 
our  present  provision.  To  change  the  Consti¬ 
tution  in  such  a  fashion  is  opening  the  way  for 
state  subsidies  to  church  schools,  and  would  be 
to  end  church-state  separation.  Such  a  change 
would  enable  the  state  to  tax  citizens  for  pro¬ 
grams  of  religious  indoctrination. 

Our  present  constitutional  provision  has 
been  the  bulwark  of  good  relations  among  the 
churches  in  Louisiana  and  enabled  the  state  to 
avoid  sectarian  strife.  To  open  the  way  for  tax 
support  of  religious  institutions  is  to  open  the 
way  to  sectarian  rivalries  and  animosities. 
Many  times  we  have  expressed  strong  support 
for  and  the  right  of  any  group,  religious  or  non 
sectarian,  to  establish  private  institutions  of 
learning. 


One  sees  in  the  problems  of  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  the  kind  of  development  that  can  occur 
when  such  constitutional  protections  of  the 
people  are  removed.  In  Northern  Ireland,  the 
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children  are  educated  in  strictly  segregated  re¬ 
ligious  enclaves  with  full  government  funding 
for  both  systems.  It  is  significant  that  such  dis¬ 
parate  personalities  as  Terrance  O’Neil,  form¬ 
er  Prime  Minister  of  Northern  Ireland,  and 
Bernardette  Devlin,  have  both  agreed  that  sec¬ 
tarian  segregation  in  the  schools  has  been  a^ 
primary  source  of  Ireland’s  problems.  We  havO 
enough  problems  of  our  own  without  setting 
aside  our  constitutional  protections  in  order  to 
take  on  this  one. 

The  basic  purpose,  in  revising  Art.  IV,  ^c- 
8,  as  everyone  well  knows,  is  to  make  possible 
the  use  of  state  funds  for  the  support  of  reli- 
gious  school  systems,  in  the  main.  While  other 
private  systems  seem  to  be  doing  well,  religi¬ 
ous  systems  alone  are  in  trouble.  One  can  sym¬ 
pathize  with  the  probleims  these  schools  fa^, 
but  to  try  to  shore  up  these  institutions  with 
funds  of  the  taxpayers  would  be  inappropriate 
in  a  nation  that  separates  church  and  state. 
Tax  dollars  would  mean  public  directives,  reg¬ 
ulations  and  controls  for  church  related 
schools.  This  is  not  the  way  to  maintain  the 
unique  contribution  of  non-public  schools. 

There  are  those  who  argue  that  the  non¬ 
public  schools  render  a  social  service  in  edu¬ 
cating  children  and  should  be  paid  from  taxes, 
for  doing  so.  This  overlooks  one  major  fact  — 
the  purpose  is  not  merely  to  educate  but  to 
provide  a  sectarian  education  in  a  particular 
religious  faith.  This  is  something  that  may  be 
done  in  a  country  which  has  long  separated 
church  and  state  and  decreed  that  religion  shdl 
be  voluntary  and  depend  on  the  support  of  its 
own  adherents. 

The  argument  that  without  public  funding 
many  non-public  schools  would  close  and 
swamp  the  public  schools  with  their  students 
is  a  broken  reed.  The  facts  are  that  the  declin¬ 
ing  birth  rate  in  the  1960’s  and  70’s,  is  now 
registering  in  lowest  school  enrollments  every¬ 
where.  With  vacant  rooms,  seats,  and  buildings, 
beginning  to  appear  everywhere,  it  is  obviously 
cheaper  and  more  efficient  to  fill  these  spaces, 
with  parochial  school  transfers  than  to  finance 
a  number  of  separate,  duplicative  systems  with 
limited  enrollments. 

Dr.  Martin  A.  Larson,  in  his  definitive 
study  When  Parochial  Schools  Close  —  A 
Study  in  Education  Financing  concludes  his  ex¬ 
amination  of  this  subject  with  the  following  at 
page  171;  “Should  every  private  school  in  the 
United  States  close  before  1979  the  total  pub¬ 
lic  school  enrollment  would  be  approximately 
the  same  as  in  1970.” 

Practical,  financial  considerations  thus  join 
with  constitutional  religious  freedom  consider¬ 
ations  in  a  plea  to  maintain  the  present  church- 
state  provision  in  the  Louisiana  Constitution.. 
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Guild  Weekend,  School  of 
Christian  Mission  at  hand 


The  fourth  Cooperative  Weekend  of 
Christian  Mission  will  be  held  this 
coming  Saturday  and  Sunday,  July  21 
and  22,  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  It  is  to  be  preceded  by  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  Weekend 
which  begins  tomorrow,  Friday,  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  closes  at  11:30  a.m.  on 
Saturday. 

The  Cooperative  Weekend  is  for  all 
interested  persons,  men  and  women. 
Courses  to  be  offered  are:  “Contem¬ 
porary  Christians  and  their  Writings,” 
to  be  taught  by  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron;  “Justice, 
Liberation  and  Development,”  with 
the  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  and 
Mrs.  Robert  E.  Green  as  teachers; 
and  “Women:  Over  Half  the  Earth’s 
People,”  led  by  Mrs.  David  Cathcart 
and  Mrs.  Ed  M.  Cobb.  Dean  for  the 
Cooperative  Weekend  is  Miss  Mildred 
Evans,  and  Mrs.  Owinda  Taplette  is 
associate  dean. 

The  School  of  Christian  Mission,  to 
be  held  the  following  Tuesday  through 
Friday  (July  24-27)  on  the  Centenary 
campus,  is  a  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Society  of  Chris¬ 


tian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Courses  and  leaders  in  this  session  are 
the  same  as  those  for  the  Cooperative 
School  as  detailed  above,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Calhoun  who 
will  lead  one  of  the  sections  of  the 
course  on  “Justice,  Liberation  and  De¬ 
velopment.” 

The  Conference  WSCS  has  invited 
20  non-members  of  the  WSCS/WSG 
who  are  under  35  years  of  age  to  at¬ 
tend  the  School  of  Christian  Mission. 
Two  ladies  from  each  of  the  ten  dis¬ 
tricts  have  been  selected.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  WSCS  will  pay  for  housing  and 
meals  and  the  districts  will  pay  for 
travel  and  registration  of  the  guests. 

The  dean  for  the  School  is  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  N.  Thomas  and  assistant 
dean  is  Mrs.  Martin  Wagnon.  Among 
the  chairpersons  are  Mrs.  F.  E.  Ken- 
non.  Registration;  Mrs.  George  M. 
Chastain,  Jr.,  Music  and  Worship; 
and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Gardner,  Arrange¬ 
ments. 

t 

Related  article  on  page  7 


Aurora  church  has  launched  what  leaders  have  called  ““the  first  major 
building  project  in  New  Orleans'  Methodism  in  years.  The  Administrative 
Board  and  Church  Conference  have  approved  plans  for  a  new  sanctuary, 
youth  building  and  additions  to  the  present  structure.  Detailed  plans  are 
being  perfected  by  the  architect,  James  P.  Oubre,  with  an  effect  that  will 
blend  the  new  structures  into  an  architectural  whole  with  the  existing 
building.  Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey  is  pastor  of  the  Aurora  church. 


Almost  109  years  ago  at  the  close  of  the  tragic  War  between  the 
States,  two  elderly  black  women  in  New  Orleans,  among  thousands  of 
others,  were  in  dire  need.  Response  to  their  need  resulted  in  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  LaFon  Protestant  Old  Folks’  Home.  Across  the  years 
that  home  has  served  with  distinction  and  in  a  genuine  Christian  spirit. 

Today  the  ongoing  program  for  the  approximately  100  residents 
is  largely  dependent  on  Methodist  giving,  and  a  Sunday  in  July  is  desig¬ 
nated  in  each  congregation  as  LaFon  Home  Day.  Please  take  your  offer¬ 
ing  now,  make  it  a  generous  one,  and  send  immediately  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer. 

As  president  Of  the  LaFon  Board,  I  have  a  keen  interest  in  seeing 
tiiat  this  year’s  offering  is  representative  of  the  Methodist  conscience. 
May  God  bless  you  richly. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  ) 


Bishop  Crutchfield  principal  speaker. 


Monroe  Dist 
eva  ngelistic 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


LOUISIANA  PASTOR  TO  STUDY 
IN  SWITZERLAND 

The  Rev.  Charles  Bryant  Simmons, 
a  member  jof  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
is  the  only  United  Methodist  from  the 
United  States  to  be  accepted  for  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  Graduate  School  of 
Ecumenical  Studies  at  Bossey,  Switzer¬ 
land,  for  the  year  hence,  according  to 
word  received  in  the  office  of  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield.  The  conference 
is  honored  with  Mr.  Simmons’  recog¬ 
nition. 

t 

Annual  Lay  Retreat 

“A  Better  Family  Life  Through  Bet¬ 
ter  Communication”  is  the  theme  for 
the  17th  Annual  Lay  Retreat  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  To  be  held  on 
the  Centenary  College  campus  at 
Shreveport  July  28-29,  the  Retreat  will 
feature  presentations  by  Dr.  Millard 
J.  Bienvenu,  Sr.,  of  Northwestern 
State  University.  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  will  preach  for  the  Sun¬ 
day  morning  worship  service. 

Dr.  Bienvenu  will  give  three  major 
presentations  during  the  Retreat  on  the 
subjects  “Communications  as  a  Means 
of  Enriching  Family  Life,”  “Narrow¬ 
ing  the  Gaps,”  and  a  presentation  on 
the  subject  “I’m  O.K. — You’re  O.K.” 

Conference  Lay  Leader  Tom  Math- 
eney  will  preside  at  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion  in  Brown  Chapel  at  2  p.m.  on 
Saturday.  Registration  will  begin  at 


rict  to  hold 
cru  sade 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will  be 
the  principal  speaker  in  an  Evangelis¬ 
tic  Crusade  to  be  held  in  the  Monroe 
District  July  22-26. 

The  Services  will  be  held  at  the  Civic 
Center  Theater  and  at  the  Delhi 
Church  and  the  Oak  Grove  Church. 

The  event,  a  major  one  for  churches 
in  the  Monroe  District  and  surround¬ 
ing  area,  has  been  prepared  for  under 
the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Clyde  Fraz¬ 
ier,  superintendent  of  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  by  the  Evangelistic  Crusade 
Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Joe  Solo¬ 
mon,  an  associate  district  lay  leader, 
is  the  chairperson.  The  Rev.  Lea  Joy¬ 
ner,  pastor  of  the  Southside  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  is  chair¬ 
person  for  the  Publicity  Committee. 

The  first  service  will  be  held  on  Sun¬ 
day,  July  22nd,  at  4:30  p.m.  in  the 
Civic  Center  Theater  in  Monroe.  Ser¬ 
vices  will  be  held  there  at  8  o’clock 
on  Monday,  and  Tuesday  evenings  and 
the  Wednesday  evening  service  will  be 
held  at  the  Delhi  Church  at  8:00.  The 
concluding  service  will  be  at  the  Oak 
Grove  Church  at  8  p.m.  on  Thursday. 

t 

July  28-29 

noon  in  the  James  Dormitory  lobby. 
Other  features  of  the  Retreat  will  be 
a  program  presented  by  The  Pace¬ 
makers  and  a  Communion  Service  in 
Hargrove  Bandshell  with  Dr.  Carl  F. 
Lueg,  Sr.,  Shreveport  District  Super¬ 
intendent  presiding,  assisted  by  the 
United  Methodist  Men  of  Barksdale 
Church. 

Pre-registration  should  be  completed 
now  to  assure  space  in  the  dormitory 
of  the  registrant’s  choice  on  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  campus.  Cost  of  attendance  at 
the  two-day  Retreat  is  $10  per  per¬ 
son,  which  includes  registration,  meals 
and  dormitory  room.  Send  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  church  and  district  along  with 
check  in  amount  of  $10  made  to  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  to  Cecil  Bland, 
Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


Dr.  Rahtjen 


Bishop  Crutchfield 


The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton, 
co-director,  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  shown  at  his 
desk  in  Shreveport.  Mr. 
Branton  is  currently 
working  with  the  Natchi¬ 
toches  District  Council 
on  Ministries  assisting 
them  in  planning  and 
implementing  the  district 
program  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  year. 
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Mrs.  Thomas  (seated  at 
desk),  acting  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Sager- Brown 
School,  served  as  hostess 
to  the  Mission  Tour 
group  on  their  recent 
visit  to  that  institution. 


Dr.  W.  Talbot  Handy,  Sr.  (center) 
who  retired  from  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  during  the  recent 
session,  is  shown  at  Gallatin  United 
Methodist  Church  with  his  four  re¬ 
maining  brothers  while  vacationing 
in  his  native  home  at  Hazlehurst, 
Miss.  FROM  LEFT:  The  Rev.  J. 
J.  Handy,  92,  a  retired  minister  of 
the  A.M.E.  Church;  E.  H.  Handy, 
undertaker  and  member  of  Wesley 
Chapel  African  Methodist  Church; 
(Dr.  Handy);  Alonzo  Handy,  brick 
mason,  now  retired,  and  D.  H. 
Handy,  a  plumber  and  lay  leader  at 
the  Gallatin  Church.  The  brothers 
are  the  only  living  members  of  a 
family  of  10  children.  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.  of  the  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  in  Nashville  is  a  son 
of  the  recent  retiree. 


Dr.  Marney 


Dr.  Hayes 


Fastors 

The  annual  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Pas-tors’  School  will  be  held 
week-after-next  on  the  campus  of 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 
Registration  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 
on  Monday,  July  30,  and  the  first 
session  will  begin  at  2  p.m.  The 
school  will  conclude  at  noon  on 
Thursday,  August  2. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 

BELOW:  Members  of  the  Sager- 
Brown  School  choir  who  enter¬ 
tained  recent  Mission  Tour 
visitors  ct  the  school  in  Baldwin. 


School  set  for  July  30- August  2 

will  be  the  speaker  at  the  annual 
Bishop’s  Banquet  on  Wednesday 
evening  at  5  p.m.  He  will  also 
bring  the  messages  at  the  Bishop’s 
Hour  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Monday, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings. 

Guest  faculty  leaders  for  the 
School  will  be  Dr.  Bruce  D. 
Rahtjen,  associate  professOT  of 
Biblical  Theology  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  Methodist,  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  He  will  lead 
the  study  in  the  New  Testament. 
Leading  the  course  on  Homiletics 
will  be  Dr.  Robert  E.  Hays,  Sr., 
president  of  Wiley  College  at 
Marshall,  Texas.  Dr.  Carlyle 
Marney,  director  of  Interpreters’ 
House,  an  ecumenical  center  of 
study  and  work  at  Lambuth  Inn, 
Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina, 
will  teach  the  course  on  Contin¬ 
uing  Education. 
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MISS  NANCY  NADER 


More  Mission  Tours  scheduled 


Miss  Nancy  Nader,  22,  of  Lubbock, 
Tex.,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  Nader,  died  on  Monday  after¬ 
noon,  July  9,  at  a  Lubbock  hospital 
after  a  sudden  illness.  Her  father.  Dr. 
Nader,  was  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  from  1942  until 
1972  when  he  transferred  to  First  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  Fort  Smith,  Ar¬ 
kansas  where  he  served  until  his  re¬ 
cent  transfer  to  the  Northwest  Texas 
Conference. 

Miss  Nader  was  a  graduate  of  Byrd 
High  School  in  Shreveport  and  was 
a  senior  student  majoring  in  speech  at 
the  University  of  Texas.  Slic  was  a 
native  of  Houma. 

In  addition  to  her  parents  she  is 
survived  by  three  sisters,  Carol  Ann 
Nader  of  Shreveport,  Kathleen  Hube 
of  New  Orleans  and  Elizabeth  Nader 
of  Lubbock  and  two  brothers,  Sammy 
Nader  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  and  Paul 
Nader  of  Lubbock. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Vv'ednes- 
day,  July  11  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lubbock  with  a  graveside 
service  on  Thursday  at  Sulphur,  La. 


The  Conference  Board  of  Missions, 
the  Rev.  Howard  L.  Milo,  executive 
secretary,  is  sponsoring  a  number  of 
lours  of  the  various  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Missions  sites  this  conference 
year.  The  most  recent  one  was  to  the 
Sager-Brown  School  at  Baldwin,  La. 

A  special  program  outlining  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  school  was  presented  to 
the  visitors.  Sager-Brown  School  is 
also  a  home  for  boys  and  girls  from 
kindergarten  through  the  8th  grade. 
These  are  children  from  broken  homes 
or  from  homes  where  the  parents  can¬ 
not  provide  for  them  adequately. 

On  July  13,  a  tour  of  the  following 
missions  projects  was  made:  Hughes 
Methodist  Center,  Cultural  Arts.  Cen¬ 
ter,  Wesley  Church,  and  Scotts  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church,  all  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  area. 

The  next  tours  on  the  Conference 


Mission  program  are:  July  26:  New 
Orleans  Mission  services:  six  different 
institutions;  August  10:  The  Monroe 
District  and  South  Monroe  Larger  Par¬ 
ish;  Aug;u5t  24:  The  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  programs;  April  19,  1974:  The 
Hammond  District  and  the  Migrant 
Ministry, 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  “From  Our  Readers”  column.  Page  9) 
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TEN  WEEKS  TO  WAIT 

Wha-t  may  well  become  cne  cf  the  worst  human  tragedies  of  our 
century  is  now  unfolding  in  half  a  dozen  countries  of  western  Africa.  As 
one  news  release  states  “twenty-five  million  persons  are  expected  to  face 
famine  by  October”  unless  some  gigantic,  unprecedented  program  of  re¬ 
lief  can  be  hastened  to  them. 

The  names  of  these  countries  fall  so  musically,  so  enchanlingly  upon 
the  ear  that  one’s  selfish  unbelief  resents  the  intrusion  of  horror  upon 
their  beauty:  Mauritania,  Mali,  Togo,  Dahomey,  Upper  Volta,  Niger, 
Chad.  But  extended  drouths,  the  continuing  encroachment  of  the  Sahara 
Desert  —  reportedly  moving  south  at  the  rate  of  several  miles  per  year — 
and  a  combination  of  other  natural  and  human  factors  are,  indeed,  so 
very  real  and  are  no  respectors  of  our  impulse  to  inisist  that  it  just  can’t 
be  so. 

But  it  is  so,  and  while  some  relief  agencies  have  and  arc  responding, 
their  efforts  are  frustrated  by  the  inaccessibility  of  the  remote  areas  which 
isolate  the  millions  of  scattered  persons  so  desperately  in  need. 

But  of  almost  equal  concern  —  though  in  one  sense  a  selfish  con¬ 
sideration  —  is  our  astounding  lack  of  awareness  of  this  vast  hiimun 
tragedy  taking  place  even  now  as  we  read.  The  church  and  the  nations 
are  usually  most  responsive  to  such  dramatic  instances  of  human  suffer¬ 
ing.  But  at  the  moment  we  must  ask  “Where  is  the  church  now?  Where 
is  our  United  Methodist  Church  now?  Where  is  rich  America  now?” 

There  may  be  answers  to  these  questions  but  the  fact  remains  that 
We  in  the  American  church  especially  are  presently  going  through  such 
an  orgy  of  self-centered  religious  ritual,  stuffing  our  own  starved  souls, 
licking  our  own  sin-inflicted  wounds,  minding  our  own  store,  that  the 
beggar  beside  the  road  can  hardly  be  heard  for  our  singing  and  shouting 
and  guitar  playing  and  praising  of  the  Lord,  all  reflecting  our  mad  rush 
to  gorge  our  own  spiritual  famine. 

Harsh  words,  yes,  and  probably  to  some  extent  unfair.  But  when  the 
scales  are  finally  read  we’ll  have  a  hard  time  responding  when  the  ques¬ 
tion  comes  “Where  were  you  when  25,000,000  souls  begged  for  bread?” 

Could  it  be  that  the  real  key  to  ’73  for  these  African  children  of  Clod 
and  for  ourselves  as  well  may  depend  on  how  wc  respond  to  this  current 
and  other  urgent  instances  of  human  need  —  physical  and  spiritual? 

No,  this  is  not  the  first  nor  will  it  be  the  last  “great  human  tragedy.” 
But  unless  we  can  overcome  the  compassion  fatigue  that  grips  us  just 
now  and  know  that  every  human  need  and  sorrow,  whether  it  be  one 
hungry  soul  or  25,000,000  of  them,  lays  a  personal  and  unique  claim 
upon  us,  then  we  forfeit  our  mantel  and  default  in  our  mission. 

“Come  over  and  help  us”  is  once  again  the  call  directed  to  all  sensi¬ 
tive  ears.  We  should  rightly  expect  the  church  to  be  quick  to  answer.  If 
we  are  to  believe  the  reports,  twenty-five  million  souls  have  only  ten 
weeks  to  wait  for  our  response. 
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A  Church  intent  upon  it's  mission 

.The  United  Methodists  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  arc  especially 
fortunate  in  the  number  of  training,  worship  and  fellowship  opportunities 
which  abound  during  these  summer  months  and  on  into  the  fall.  A  review 
of  this  edition  of  THE  METHODIST  will  reveal  a  number  of  these.  The 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission,  the  Pastor’s  Schools,  the  Lay  Retreats,  the 
youth  camps,  rallies  and  assemblies  all  represent  wonderful  opportunities 
which  can  make  invaluable  lasting  contributions  to  the  lives  of  persons. 
These,  in  addition  to  the  local  vacation  church  schools  and  the  sumrncr 
youth  programs  and  service  projects,  reflect  a  church  intent  upon  it’s 
mission. 

Such  events  do  not  just  happen.  Persons  work,  pray  and  give  tire¬ 
lessly  to  ensure  their  success.  We  thank  God  for  them  and  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  thus  made  possible. 


You  open  the  lid  and  up  pops  a  kid... 

I’ll  bet  that  you  didn’t  know  that  we’ve  had  our  dirty-clothcs  hamper 
for  almost  twenty  years.  Well,  we  have.  Although  I  couldn’t  expect  you 
to  be  in  on  this  little  gem  of  intelligence,  I  am  rather  sure  that  now  that 
you  know,  you  do  care  a  great  deal  about  this  fact. 

This  realization  came  to  light  at  the  dinner  table  the  other  evening 
when  one  of  our  sons  was  reminiscing  about  his  long-gone  childhood.  “1 
remember  when  we  used  to  hide  in  the  dirty-clothes  hamper,”  he  volun¬ 
teered  out  of  the  blue.  Not  daring  to  ask  him  what  on  earth  brought  such 
a  thought  to  his  mind,  I  simply  responded,  “Oh?”  “Yes,”  he  went  on, 
“we  used  to  hide  in  the  .  .  .”  “1  know,  I  know,”  I  hastened,  completely 
willing  to  talk  about  other  pleasant  childhood  memories. 

But  the  thought  pursued  me  all  the  way  through  the  ten  o’clock 
news.  What  a  strange  place  to  find  something  so  valuable  as  a  son!  The 
dirty-clothes  hamper.  .  .  Why  on  earth  the - ? 

But  come  to  think  of  it,  we  do  indeed  every  day  find  such  valuable 
“things”  as  persons  in  the  dirty-clothes  hampers  of  the  world.  Families 
in  slums;  individuals  in  prisons;  sons,  daughters,  mothers,  fathers, 
brothers  and  sisters  shackled  by  sin  and  a  host  of  other  imprisonments  in 
the  dirty-clothes  hampers  of  the  world. 

We  need  not  look  far  to  behold  the  eyes  of  loved  ones  and  strangers 
peering  through  the  iron-wicker  of  prejudice;  to  see  others  bound  in  the 
confining  hampers  of  the  poverty  cycle.  Discrimination  because  of  sex, 
restrictions  due  to  class  snobbishness,  the  claustrophobic  frustrations  of 
fear  imprison  and  chain  multitudes  in  stifling  captivity.  Oh!  how  terrible 
are  the  restraining,  imprisoning  hampers  behind  which  so  much  of  human¬ 
ity  is  hidden  away  and  imprisoned! 

One  of  the  most  Christian  things  we  could  do  this  week  is  to  look 
in  the  dirty  clothes  hampers  in  our  world.  There  will  certainly  be  strang¬ 
ers,  and  quite  possibly  someone  we  love,  hidden  or  hiding  there.  They 
really  need  and  want  to  be  found.  Only  now  it’s  not  childhood  fun  that’s 
being  enjoyed.  The  game  is  real  and  for  “keeps.”  And  you  and  I,  as  the 
body  of  Christ,  are  “it.” 

3.S.W. 


THINK-A-GRAM:  “He  who  eats  only  at  home  thinks  mother  is  the  only 
cook.”  —  African  Bantu  saying. 
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Revelation 

The  story  went  around  some  time  back  about  the  little  boy  wfto  was 
working  busily  with  pencil  and  paper.  “What  are  you  doing?”  asked  his 
father.  “I’m  drawing  a  picture  of  God,”  the  little  boy  replied.“But,”  in¬ 
sisted  the  father,  “we  don’t  know  what  God  looks  like.”  As  most  little 
boys  are,  this  one  was  ready:  “Well,  we  will  when  I  get  through.” 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


A  veteran  United  Methodist  minister,  Dr.  Walter  N. 
Vernon,  speaking  at  a  luncheon  honoring  “superan¬ 
nuated  ministers”  and  widows  of  clergymen  of  the 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference,  cautioned  those 
who  have  expressed  a  loss  of  confidence  in  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  leadership  and  those  who  would  “lis¬ 
ten  to  a  new  voice  while  ignoring  the  prophets  who 
walk  among  us.”  Dr.  Vernon,  who  has  retired  from 
his  editorial  position  with  the  denomination’s  pub¬ 
lishing  house  in  Nashville  after  34  years,  said  “The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  never  had  better  lead¬ 
ers  than  it  has  in  most  areas  today.” 

A  black  Baptist  executive,  Emmanuel  L.  Mc¬ 
Call  of  the  l^utbem  Baptist  Home  IVBs^on  Bd. 
in  Atlanta;,  adchessed  a  conference  on  “Race: 
New  Directions  for  a  New  Day,”  spons<wed  by 
the  denomination’s  Christian  Lhe  Commission. 
McCall  said:  “You  cannot  be  responsible  for 
the  sins  of  fathers,  grandfathers,  greats  .  .  . 
One  is  responsible  only  for  his  tune  and  Ins 
involvement  in  redeeming  the  corporate  sin  that 
affects  us.”  At  the  same  time,  Mr.  McCall 
called  for  “a  re-reading  of  history”  concerning 
the  black  presence  in  America,  and  what  the 
attendant  evils  of  slavery  have  done  to  both 
races  then  and  now.”  He  suggested  that  “one 
must  try  to  understand  the  contempor^  dy¬ 
namics  that  form  black  opinions  and  attitudes.” 

Calvin  and  Nelia  Kimbrough,  both  seniors  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
were  ordained  deacons  at  the  same  time  during  the 
recent  session  of  the  Tennessee  United  Methodist 
Annual  Conference.  Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger  of  Nash¬ 
ville  who  officiated  said  that  while  the  denomina¬ 
tion  has  many  husband-wife  ministerial  teams  he 
knew  of  no  other  occasion  in  which  a  couple,  waa 
ordained  simultaneously.  The  Kimbroughs,  trained 
in  film  making,  plan  for  a  ministry  in  communica¬ 
tions  which  will  assist  churches  and  religious  insti¬ 
tutions  in  utilization  of  space,  time  and  electronic 
media  to  foster  their  messages. 

The  Evangelical  Protestant  Church  of  Vietnam 
now  has  more  than  400  congregations  and  pas¬ 
tors  mid  is  completely’  self-goveming  and  self- 
supporting,  according  to  the  Rev.  Pham  Xuan 
Tin,  its  vice-preadent.  Pastor  Tin  said  he  was 
preparing  for  the  Buddhist  priesthood  as  a 
youth,  until  he  was  converted  to  Christianity 
throi^h  reading  a  gift  copy  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment. 

In  an  unusually  forthright  ecumenical  action  con¬ 
sidered  by  observers  to  have  international  overtones, 
eight  Orthodox  members  of  a  12  year-old  American 
dialogue  involving  Anglicans  and  Orthodox  took  a 
strong  stand  against  Anglican  ordination  of  women. 
Pointing  out  that  their  stand  does  not  imply  a  belief 
that  women  are  inferior  in  the  eyes  of  God,  the 
Orthodox  said:  “God  created  mankind  as  ‘male  and 
female,’  establishing  a  diversity  of  functions  and 
gifts.  These  functions  and  gifts  are  complementary 
but  not  all  are  interchangeable;  they  presuppose  a 
role  of  headship  for  man  and  a  different  but  no  less 
important  role  for  women  as  a  guardian,  witness 
and  channel  of  life.” 

The  Louisiana  Legislature  has  asked  Congress 
to  adopt  an  amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitit- 
tion  “which  would  guarantee  the  right  of  the 
unborn  human  to  life  throughout  its  develop¬ 
ment.” 


According  to  the  Rev.  Bibiano  Molina,  a  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor  who  has  headed  a  church  in  Cuba, 
despite  government  pressures  Cuban  churches 
are  filled  with  young  people.  In  an  interview 
Molina  said  that  “church  members  are  stronger 
in  their  fahh,  and  the  churches  are  self-support¬ 
ing,  but  the  situation  remmns  serious.”  Report¬ 
ing  that  there  are  some  90  Baptist  churches 
operating  in  Cuba  today,  Molina  explained  that 
“the  Cuban  Baptist  Convention  is  doing  every¬ 
thing  to  avoid  friction  with  tiie  government, 
which  is  always  lookmg  for  an  excuse  to  close 
a  church.” 

Israeli  Radio  has  reported  that  an  international  ad¬ 
visory  council  of  architects,  artists,  archeologists,  and 
historians,  organized  by  Jerusalem’s  mayor,  Teddy 
Kollek,  in  1969,  opposes  construction  of  modem 
tall  buildings  in  Jerusalem  “that  would  be  out  of 
character”  in  that  ancient  city. 

“American  theology  is  in  a  healthy  state,”  wrote 
Dr.  Norman  Pittenger,  Cambrid^  University 
professor  who  recently  completed  his  10th  an¬ 
nual  speaking  tour  in  the  U.S.  Writing  in  the 
Summer  issue  of  Religion  in  Life,  a  quarterly 
journal  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  Dr. 
Pittenger,  an  Anglican  theologian  and  preacher 
said  he  tells  his  English  friends  to  look  West 
across  the  Atlantic  not  because  U.S.  Christian¬ 
ity  is  “prosperous,”  but  because  it  is  “adven¬ 
turous.”  He  predicts  that  it  will  be  “from  the 
U.S.  that  we  shall  be  getting  s^pificant  and 
constructive  theology  in  the  next  50  years.” 


HONG  KONG  -  Dr.  Harry  W.  Miller  gives  out 
medication  at  a  dockside  clinic  for  a  village  of 
Chinese  junk-dwellers  in  Hong  Kong.  At  94,  the 
famed  “China  Doctor”  almost  decided  to  retire. 
But  he’s  going  to  stick  it  out  for  one  more  year, 
at  least. 

Dr.  Miller  had  announced  plans  to  retire  and 
return  to  the  States  in  early  July.  He  had  his 
plane  ticket  for  San  Francisco,  releases  had  gone 
out  with  pictures  for  which  he  had  posed,  his 
office  at  the  Hong  Kong  Seventh-Day  Adventist 
Hospital  was  all  cleared  out.  But  after  one  last 
walk  around  the  city  he  loved,  among  the  people 
he  loved.  Dr.  Miller  changed  his  mind.  He  just 
couldn't  leave. 

The  medical  missionary  has  served  the  Chinese 
people  for  70  years,  beginning  his  work  in  the 
days  when  China  was  ruled  mainly  by  local  war 
lords  and  bandits.  He  was  the  first  medical  mis¬ 
sionary  to  make  his  way  into  the  province  of 
Honan  in  Central  China.  He  set  up  nutrition 
programs  using  the  soybean,  and  is  responsible 
for  establishing  15  hospitals  in  the  Far  East. 
Still  going  strong,  he  performed  his  last  surgery  — 
a  aoiter  operation  —  just  two  months  ago.  (RNS 
Photo) 


“Although  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  Christian 
Church  to  reduce  some  of  its  programs  and  struc¬ 
tures,  now  is  not  the  time  for  retrenchment  of  lead¬ 
ership  development  efforts,”  says  a  report  from  a 
study  commission  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ).  “To  do  so  would,  in  our  judgement, 
eventuate  the  impotence  or  demise  of  the  church  and 
the  vital  ministry  it  is  called  to  fulfill,”  the  report 
from  the  Study  Commission  on  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion  said. 

“The  problem  of  priestly  identity  and  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  crisis  of  faith  will  be  solved  to  the 
extent  that  every  priest  sees  himself  as  a  father 
of  faith  —  a  man  called  by  God  who  preaches 
Jesus  Christ  to  a  wwld  sick  with  desire  for  res¬ 
cue  from  the  sin  and  ignorance  which  enslave 
it,”  Father  John  J.  Burke,  O.P.,  told  1,800 
laymen  and  their  families  representing  357  Ser- 
ra  clubs  in  30  nations  as  they  met  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  for  the  1973  convention  of  Serra 
International.  Serra  Intmiational  fosters  voca¬ 
tions  to  the  priesthood  and  the  training  of  Cath¬ 
olic  lay  leadership. 

In  a  public  statement  reported  by  Lusaka  Radio, 
Zambia’s  Minister  of  Culture  and  Education  Wes¬ 
ley  Nyirenda  said  mission  schools  are  “still  neces¬ 
sary”  for  Zambia  “because  of  their  high  standards 
of  discipline  and  education,”  and  “because  of  the 
good  examination  results  they  consistently  ac^hieve 
Mr.  Nyirenda  noted  that  altogether  there  are  23 
schools  in  Zambia  run  by  foreign  missionaries  and 
that,  despite  limited  staffing,  the  missionaries’  edu¬ 
cational  endeavors  were  “tremendous,”  and  “highly 
appreciated  by  the  government  and  the  people  of 
Zambia.” 

The  government  of  Zaire  (formerly  the  Belgian 
Congo)  has  lifted  prohibitions  on  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  religious  periodicals  and  will  exercise 
what  are  termed  “reasonable”  controls,  accord¬ 
ing  to  information  received  by  mission  offices 
of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  in 
Indianapolis.  In  February,  Zaire’s  President 
Mobutu  (a  Roman  Catholic)  suspended  31  re¬ 
ligious  periodicals  in  an  action  interpreted  as 
evidence  of  his  displeasure  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  weekly  “Afrique  Chretienne”  (Chris¬ 
tian  Africa)  which  he  accused  of  opposing  his 
program  of  “Africanization.” 

Judge  Margaret  A.  Haywood,  newly  elected  moder¬ 
ator  of  the  two  million-member  United  Church  of 
Christ,  becomes  the  first  black  woman  ever  to  hold 
the  top  leadership  post  in  a  U.S.  denomination. 
Last  year  she  became  the  first  black  woman  to 
serve  on  the  Superior  Court  of  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia.  As  a  black  official  in  a  predominantly  white 
Church,  she  said,  “I  think  I  have  helped  to  build 
bridges  of  understanding.” 

The  Tennessee  Conference  (rf  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churchy  meeting  in  Murfreesboro,  voted 
to  prepare  all  cwigregations  to  receive  pastors 
across  racial  lines.  Former  white  and  bl^k  or¬ 
ganizations  were  merged  several  years  ago  but 
the  practice  of  appointii^  black  clergy  to  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  congregations  and  whites  to 
white  parishes  has  continued. 

The  threat  of  religious  establishment  in  the  U.S.  to¬ 
day  comes  not  from  any  form  of  biblical  faith  — 
Protestant,  Catholic  or  Jewish  —  but  from  secular 
humanism.  Dr.  Carl  F.  H.  Henry,  told  a  gathering 
of  educators  during  a  two-day  symposium  entitled 
“Religious  Studies  in  the  Curriculum:  Retrospect 
and  Prospect,  1963-83.’’  The  event  marked  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
banning  religious  exercises  in  public  schools.  The 
evangelical  theologian  charged  that  “The  secular 
spirit  is  unbelievingly  carnivorous,  devouring  every¬ 
one  and  everything  that  obstructs-  its  path,  ft- be¬ 
comes  hostile  to  whatever  has  previously  implied  or 
represented  a  religious  perspective  on  life.”  “Modern 
university  learning  currently  has  no  unifying  prin¬ 
ciple,”  he  said,  “and  its  emphasis  on  personal  self- 
fulfillment  leads  in  the  absence  of  norms  to  ethical 
relativism.” 
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Tri-District  Elementary  I  group  at  Camp  Brewer  during  June  18-22  period. 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Heaton  B.  Crammer  of  the  Raymond  Charge  directed 
the  event  attended  by  37  young  persons  and  nine  counselors  from  Alex¬ 
andria,  Natchitoches  and  Lafayette  Districts. 


Among  those  taking  part 
in  a  One-day  Older  Adult 
Assembly  for  Ruston 
District  were  folk  shown 
at  left  during  covered 
dish  luncheon  period. 
Participants  made  the 
trip  to  Coney  Lake 
Methodist  Camp  by  bus. 


The  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot  of  Lake  Arthur  directed  Elementary  Camp  I 
in  Lake  Charles  District.  The  group  (showr.-  here)  met  from  June  25-29. 


Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
(right),  pastor  of  Loui¬ 
siana  Memorial  Church, 
Opelousas,  was  guest 
speaker  at  a  recent 
Church  School  Teachers’ 
Appreciation  Banquet 
held  at  Eunice  First 
Church.  Shown  with  Dr. 
Harper  (left  to  right)  are 
the  Rev.  William  Eu¬ 
banks,  pastor,  and  Mrs. 
Eula  Whiddon,  banquet 
coordinator. 


Shown  above  are  scenes  from  the  Day  School  sponsored  by  First  Church,  Monroe.  Ninety  children 
were  enrolled  in  the  1972-73  nursery  and  kindergarten  classes,  directed  by  Mrs.  Nan  Salisbury. 
The  staff  of  certified  teachers  emphasizes  a  wholesome  balance  of  mental,  physical,  social  and 
spiritual  development  for  each  child.  United  Methodist  Church  School  literature  provides  a  mean¬ 
ingful  approach  to  Biblical  training,  celebration  of  religious  holidays,  and  other  aspects  of 
development.  The  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  senior  minister  at  First  Church. 


"Quo  Vadis  LXXIII,"  group  of  young  folk  at  Grace  Church, 
Ruston,  who  are  making  their  Christian  witness  through  song 
during  the  summer  months  as  they  lead  worship  progroms  for 
churches  which  invite  them.  (Left  to  right)  Jojll  Peoples, 
Deborah  McGehee,  Wes  Lynch,  Mary  Frances  Riggin  and 
David  McGehee.  Love  Offerings  pay  expenses.  Quo  Vadis 
LXXIII  may  be  contacted  at  Grace  United  Methodist  Ch^ch, 
West  California  at  Tech  Drive,  Ruston,  La.  71270.  The  Rev. 
W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.  is  their  pastor. 


The  Rev.  Alex  Johnson,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church  in  Cheneyville,  stands  in  front  of  that 
church  as  preparation  for  extensive  repair  work 
gets  under  way.  Members  of  the  UMYF  of  First 
Church,  Alexandria,  under  the  leadership  of  Larry 
Hardison,  summer  youth  director  have  made  paint¬ 
ing  of  the  church  a  summer  project.  The  Com¬ 
mission  on  Missions  of  First  Church,  chaired  by 
Mrs.  George  Tate,  has  provided  much  of  the  sup¬ 
port  for  the  project.  Improvements  also  include  a 
new  roof,  new  floor,  new  foundation,  installation 
of  kitchen  facilities  and  indoor  rest  rooms. 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 


The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual.  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 

good  working  order. 

STOP  UST 

GREAT 

8'  Open  Diap  73  pipes 

2*  Fifteenth  some  notes 

8*  Trumpet  73  pipes 


CHOIR 
8'  Hohl  Flute 
8*  Dulciona 
8'  Clarinet 


(low  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 


SWELL 

8*  Geigen  Principal 

8'  Stopped  Flute 
8*  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8*  Voix  Celeste 
4'  Flute  Harm. 

2*  Flautino 
8*  Vox  Humano 


(lower  12  pipes 
missing) 

73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
61  pipes 
73  pipes  (??) 
some  are  bad¬ 
ly  bent 


pedal 

16'  Major  Bass  32  pipes 

16'  Lieblich  Gedeckt  12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 


Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 


For  more  information  write  P.O.BOX  1189 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  255-5901 
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ASBURY  CHURCH  in  Lafayette 
has  scheduled  a  series  of  services 
in  July  with  former  pastors  as 
guest  speakers.  Featured  on 
these  Sunday  “evenings  of  nos¬ 
talgia”  are  the  Rev.  George  Ross, 
July  1,  followed  by  the  Rev.  Bob 
McCammon,  the  Rev.  Byrl  More¬ 
land,  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Branton  and 
the  Rev.  Bill  Haskell.  The  Rev. 
J.  J.  Caraway  is  the  present 
minister  at  Asbury. 

THE  LAKE  ARTHUR  Camp  Meet¬ 
ing,  held  July  6-15,  had  as  evan¬ 
gelists:  the  Rev.  John  B.  Morgan, 
July  6-10,  and  the  Rev.  Mickey 
Parker,  July  11-15.  Luther  A. 
Burney  was  minister  of  music  and 
youth  director. 

THE  REV.  ROY  NASH,  director  of 
United  Methodist  Ministries  in 
Higher  Education  at  Tulane-New- 
comb  and  Dillard  Universities, 
was  guest  speaker  July  8  in  the 
Carrollton  Church  of  New  Orleans 
where  the  Rev.  J.  Pierce  Mc- 
Keithen  serves  as  pastor. 

PINE  GROVE  CHURCH,  Hammond 
District,  held  a  revival  the  week 
of  July  9-13,  with  the  Rev.  Dave 
Felder,  former  pastor  who  is  now 
minister  of  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  as  evan¬ 
gelist. 

THE  ST.  PETER  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Jeanerette,  of 
which  the  Rev.  Walter  Barabin  is 
pastor,  sponsored  a  Men’s  Day 
Celebration  recently.  The  cele¬ 
bration  was  sponsored  by  Abraham 
Simon,  chairman,  and  Charles 
Drexler  and  Will  Hardy,  co-chair¬ 
men.  The  guest  speaker  was  the 
Rev.  Roland  Matthews.  On  the 
theme  “The  Resurrection  of  men 
in  the  church,  whereby  men  should 
stand  up  and  be  counted,”  he 
spoke  of  the  need  for  men  to  make 
use  of  the  talent  God  has  given 
them  and  to  get  involved  in  the 
church  in  order  to  carry  on  His 
work. 


MISSIONARY  DOCTOR 
TO  STUDY  IN  NEW  ORLEANS 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jerrell  H.  Mathison 
and  their  four-year-old  daughter, 
Laura,  will  be  returning  from 
Nigeria  to  New  Orleans  in  late 
July.  Dr.  Mathison  will  spend  a 
year  in  the  study  of  Public  Health 
and  Tropical  Medicine.  Dr. 
Mathison  did  his  residency  work 
in  New  Orleans  before  entering 
the  mission  field.  The  couple  has 
been  stationed  at  Guinter Memorial 
Hospital,  S.U.M.  Bambur,  P.O. 
Lau  via  Yola,  Northeast  State, 
Nigeri  a. 

THE  HOMER  CHURCH  revival, 
held  July  8-11,  has  as  guest 
evangelist  the  Rev.  Samuel  Doc- 
torian  from  Beirut,  Lebanon.  Of 
international  reputation.  Dr.  Doc- 
tori  an  has  held  revivals  this  year 
in  Brazil,  Finland,  England,  Egypt 
and  Ireland.  The  Rev.  Charles 
McClain  of  Tulsa,  Okla. ,  was  in 
charge  of  the  music.  The  Rev. 
Cleburne  Quaid  was  host  pastor. 

GIDEON  JOHN  STOCKSTILL  was 
the  speaker  in  Louisiana  Memorial 
Church  of  Opelousas,  July  8, 
during  the  absence  of  Dr.  Jolly 
B.  Harper  who  was  on  a  tour  of 
Europe  and  the  Holy  Land.  The 
Rev.  R.  R.  Branton,  of  Lafayette 
was  guest  speaker  July  1. 

A  FAMILY  CAMP  is  planned  by 
members  of  North  Highland  Church, 
Shreveport,  the  week  of  July  25 
through  28,  at  Caney  Lake.  The 
Rev.  Lonnie  Sibley  is  the  pastor. 

THE  FARMERVILLE  YOUTH 
Choir  has  recently  returned  from 
a  four  day  tour  that  took  them  to 
Greenville,  Miss.;  Nashville  and 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  they  pre¬ 
sented  the  musical  “Show  Me 
Jesus”.  They  sang  at  Grace 
Church  in  Greenville;  St.  Andrews 
and  East  End  Churches  in  Nash¬ 
ville;  and  Schoolfield  Church  in 
Memphis.  Prior  to  making  the 
tour  the  choir  presented  the 
musical  at  the  Farmerville  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dubach  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Chatham  UMC,  and 
at  the  High  School  Auditorium  in 
Farmerville.  The  choir  has 
seventeen  members  who  are  di¬ 
rected  by  Frank  Ramsey  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  piano  and  guitar. 
The  Rev.  Leon  Scott  is  pastor. 


A  GET- ACQUAINTED  social  hour 
was  recently  held  by  members  of 
Mallalieu  Church  in  Lafayette  for 
the  newly  appointed  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Edgar  Smith,  and  his  family. 
Visiting  ministers  from  local 
churches,  the  Lafayette  district 
lay  leader  and  district  WSCS 
president  joined  the  officers  and 
members  in  welcoming  the  new 
family  to  the  church,  community, 
and  district.  After  a  brief  pro¬ 
gram,  the  group  retired  to  the 
dining  area  for  refreshments  and 
fellowship. 


DAILY  BIBLE  BEADINOS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 


July  22 — Sunday  ....  Eccles.  5:1-5 

12:1-6 

July  23  . .  John  12:44-50 

July  24 .  I  Peter  5:1-11 

July  25  .  I  John  1:3-10,  2:2 

July  26 . I  John  3:1-7 

July  27 . Jude  17-25 

July  .  Psalm  126:1-6 


July  29 — Sunday  John  3:18-21,  36 


Ministers  and  their  wives  recently  appointed  to  the  Ruston  District  are 
shown  at  the  recent  picnic  on  Lake  D’Arbonne.  Front  row:  Mrs.  Karl 
Tooke,  the  Leland  Wades,  Larry  O’Dell,  and  the  Lael  Jones.  Back  row: 
Karl  Tooke,  Gene  Finnell,  and  Lynn  Merrill. 


Broadmoor  Church  personnel  involved  in  planning  the  recent  Family  Night 
program  in  Shreveport  included  these  persons  shown  above.  From  left: 
Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  minister,  with  Mrs.  Harold  Robinson,  Family  Life  chair¬ 
man;  Mrs.  DeWitt  Vickrey,  Mrs.  Roy  Hurley,  director  of  the  Youth  Talent 
Show,  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Gillespie;  Mrs.  Melvin  Finuf,  Mrs.  Wayne  Givens, 
Mrs.  Ed  Jordan  and  Mrs.  Maurine  McCarty. 


BELOW  - 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Sayes  are 
shown  with  the  money  tree  presented 
to  them  at  a  "welcome  back"  recep¬ 
tion  given  by  members  of  the  Iowa, 
Bell  City  and  Hayes  Churches. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Howell  were  given  a  coffee 
by  the  members  of  St.  James  Church,  Marrero,  to 
welcome  them  to  their  new  charge.  Mr.  Howell  is 
shown  at  right  next  to  special  guest.  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent  Dr.  R.  F.  Harrington.  The 
ladies  are,  from  left:  Mrs.  Howell,  Mrs.  Harrington, 
with  hostesses  Mrs.  Dale  Jones,  Mrs.  Helen  Francis, 
Mrs.  Peggy  King  and  Aloyle  Coffelt. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Leo 
Beck  were  honored  at 
Quitman  prior  to  their 
move  to  Plain  Dealing. 
The  Quitman  and  Faith 
Church  members  pre¬ 
sented  a  silver  coffee 
service  and  tray  to  the 
Becks. 
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Mansfield  recently  held  the  Service  of  Celebration  as  women  of 
the  church  became  -“United  Methodist  Women.”  Personnel  for  the 
impressive  ceremony  included  the  group  shown  above.  Seated: 
Mrs.  Bill  Lowrey(at  left),  newly  elected  UMW  president  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lowrey,  former  WSG  president.  Standing:  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Bengston,  Natchitoches  District  UMW  president;  Mrs.  Lucille 
Gardner,  district  treasurer;  Mrs.  Emily  Stothart;  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  conference  president  who  was  guest  speaker  for  the 
occasion. 


New  officers  of  the 
Hammond  District  Par- 
sonettes  are,  standing 
from  left:  Mrs.  Brady 

Foreman,  Mrs.  ByrI 
Moreland,  Mrs.  Willis 
Dear  and  Mrs.  William 
Fraser. 


NEWS  and  NOTES 


Schools  of  Mission 

AUTHORS  OF  TEXTS 
PRESENT  THEIR  PURPOSES 

CONTEMPORARY  CHRISTIANS 
AND  THEIR  WRITINGS 
Text:  The  Healing  Fountain 
by  Betty  Thompson 

“When  I  first  heard  such  a  book 
suggested,  it  appealed  to  me  immense¬ 
ly.  What  could  be  more  delightful 
than  to  make  a  collection  of  contem¬ 
porary  Christian  writers  which  would 
introduce  one’s  own  favorites  to 
others?  An  upcoming  sabbatical  would 
provide  the  time,  and  I  would  roam 
through  favorite  authors  and  compile 
a  kind  of  collection  of  contemporary 
piety,  a  sampling  of  twentieth  century 
men  and  women  whose  lives  were 
grounded  in  faith.  The  book  must 
speak  of  life  and  death,  community 
and  celebration,  the  individual’s  quest 
for  God  and  those  areas  where  God 
is  at  work  in  the  world.  In  short,  it 
was,  I  found,  to  deal  with  everything. 
For  every  woman.  For  this  was  to  be 
a  study  book  for  United  Methodist 
women  who  were  used  to  rigorous 
Bible  study.” 

t 

JUSTICE,  LIBERATION  AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
Text:  Go,  Free 

by  Elliott  Wright 
“We  hear  so  much  about  justice, 
liberation  and  human  development 
these  days  we’re  apt  to  think  of  them 
as  new  ideas  and  new  programs.  And 
we’re  likely  to  see  them  as  political 
or  social-action  issues  .  .  .  maybe  a 
bit  on  the  radical  side.  Not  quite  ap¬ 
propriate  for  proper  Christians.  Not 
so,  says  Elliott  Wright  in  “Go  Free.” 
Such  concerns  take  their  origin  within 
the  purposes  of  God,  not  out  of  the 
inventions  of  man.  Through  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  the  author  traces  the 
development  of  the  human  response 
to  God’s  demand — and  God’s  example 
— that  people  be  freed  from  every 
bondage  and  allowed  to  develop  to 
their  fullest  potential  as  children  of 
the  Almighty.” 

t 

GUILD  WEEKEND:  July  20-21 

COOPERATIVE  WEEKEND 
of  CHRISTIAN  MISSION:  July  21-22 

Schedule  — 

Mid-Week  School 

TUESDAY,  JULY  24 
8:30-11:30  -  Registration 
11:30-1:00  -  Lunch,  cafeteria 
1:15  -  First  Plenary  Session 
2: 10  -  Panel-Mission:  Why?  With 
Whom?  Where? 

Hearn,  Calhoun,  Cathcart 
3:05  -  Class  (all  studies) 

5:00  -  Dinner 
7:00  -  Film  Festival 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  25 
6:40  -  Early  Devotions 
7:15-  Breakfast 
8:30  -  Second  Plenary  Session 
10:20  -  Class 
1:45  -  Officers’  Groups 
Compton,  Prophet,  Norris,  Johnson, 
Kennon,  Chastain,  Wagnon,  Camp¬ 
bell,  Bennett,  Chrisentery  and 
Gardner 


meet  at  Centenary 

WOMEN:  OVER  HALF  THE 
EARTH’S  PEOPLE 
Text:  Conduct  Becoming  to  a 
Woman  by  Elaine  Magalis 

“Why  another  book  on  women, 
when  in  recent  years  books  and  articles 
on  the  subject  have  been  pouring  from 
the  presses?  Has  not  everything  been 
said  that  should  be  said  on  the  sub¬ 
ject?  There  is  a  threefold  reason  why 
1  have  undertaken  this  study.  My  first 
concern  is  the  fact  that,  in  spite  of 
much  publicity  on  the  Women’s  Lib¬ 
eration  Front,  not  much  has  been  done 
to  change  the  conditions  which  have 
produced  it.  A  second  concern  which 
has  prompted  this  writing  is  that  much 
of  the  Women’s  Liberation  literature 
\vhich  has  appeared  has  a  secular  base. 
A  third  concern  which  has  determined 
the  scope  of  the  book  is  the  need  to 
^ombine  the  historical  background  of 
the  problem  with  a  theological  ap¬ 
praisal  of  it.” 

t 


CLASSES:  Three — one  and  one-half 
hour  sessions. 

THEME:  OUR  CONTEMPORARY 
WORLD 

—A  Christian  Woman’s  Challenge 


3:00-5:00  -  Free  University 
Women's  Rights  under  Louisiana 
Law 

Film:  "What  Price  Health" 
Worship  Experience  -Chastain 
5:00  -  Dinner 

7:00  -  Sister  Clare  Powers 

THURSDAY,  JULY  26 
Same  as  Wed.,  unti  I 
10:20  -  Districts  set  Goals 
Districts,  Co-Leaders  and 
Resource  persons: 
ALEXANDRIA:  Jones  and  Rone 
with  McGowan 
BATON  ROUGE:  Brock  and 
Chapman  with  Compton 
HAMMOND:  Hively  and  Packer 
with  Spencer 

LAFAYETTE:  Atkinson  and 
Williams  with  Prophet 
LAKE  CHARLES:  Hoffpauir  and 
Thomas  with  Kennon 
MONROE:  Gulley  and  Goodwin 
with  Johnson 

NATCHITOCHES:  Bengtson  and 
Allen  with  Chastain 
NEW  ORLEANS:  Ward  and 
Taplette  with  Chrisentery 
RUSTON:  Johnson  and  Cardwell 
with  Wagnon 

SHREVEPORT:  Carlisle  and  Batt 
with  Campbell 
1 1 :50  -  Lunch 
1:45  -  Class 

3:30-5:00  -  Special  Emphasis 
McGowan,  Chrisentery,  Bennett 
and  Hurley 

5:00  -  Dinner 

7:00  -  District  Meetings 

FRIDAY,  JULY  27 
6:40  -  Early  Devotions 
7:15  -  Breakfast 
8:15  -  Class 

10:00-11:30  -  Closing  Celebration 


THE  MISSION  STUDY,  “Faith  and 
Justice”  was  held  in  FirstChurch, 
New  Iberia,  on  Sunday,  Monday 
and  Tuesday  nights,  July  8,  9  and 
10.  The  course  was  led  by  the 
Rev.  Les  Thomspon,  director  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Loui¬ 
siana,  Lafayette.  The  Rev.  Fred 
S.  Flurry  is  the  New  Iberia  pastor. 

NEWMAN  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  in  Alexandria  honored  the 
1973  graduates  during  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service,  June 
10.  White  leather  booklets  en¬ 
titled  "To  the  Graduate”  were 
presented  to  the  seniors,  along 
with  personal  letters  from  the 
pastor  and  wife,  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  N.  P.  Perry,  Educational 
Coordinator  Mrs.  Alzena  Davis, 
and  Youth  Coordinator  Mrs.  Doris 
Perry. 

LAKE  ARTHUR  United  Methodists 
enjoyed  a  Sunday  afternoon  outing 
at  the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 
near  Kinder  on  June  24.  A  vesper 
service  followed  the  picnic  sup¬ 
per.  The  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 
is  the  pastor. 

THE  LIVE  OAK  CHURCH  revival 
had  as  guest  evangelist  the  Rev. 
Joe  McClain,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Amite. 
Services  were  held  July  8-11. 
The  Rev.  Charles  Strong  was  host 
pastor. 


A  LAY  WITNESS  MISSION  is 
planned  for  the  DeQuincey  United 
Methodist  Church  the  weekend  of 
August  3,4  and  5.  Host  pastor 
will  be  the  Rev.  Byrd  Terry. 

THE  JULY  SECOND  Sunday  pro¬ 
gram  in  University  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  featured  the  "Louisiana 
Constitutional  Convention.”  Par¬ 
ticipants  were  Jack  Lord  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  State  Times;  Ruth 
Miller  and  Gordon  Kean,  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  the  Convention;  and 
Norma  Duncan,  director  of  Re¬ 
search  Staff  for  the  Convention. 
Dr.  Lamar  Smith  was  host  pastor. 

ST.  STEPHEN’S  CHURCH,  Bos¬ 
sier  City,  recently  participated  in 
an  Intra-Church  Witness  Mission, 
June  15,  16  and  17.  The  mission 
followed  the  format  of  the  “Minis¬ 
ters,  We  Care  Mission,”  with  St. 
Stephen’s  lay  men  and  women 
visiting,  leadinggroup discussions 
and  presenting  brief  statements  of 
their  faith  in  the  witness  worship 
services  each  evening.  Subjects 
discussed  were  "Take  a  Look  at 
the  Church,”  “Take  a  Look  at 
Jesus  Christ,”  and  “Take  a  Look 
at  Yourself.”  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galey 
Honaker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald 
Bond,  Maj.  and  Mrs.  A1  Yantis, 
Lt.  Col.  and  Mrs.  Don  Opperman, 
Col.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Peck,  and  Rev. 
A.  C.  Lawton  (retired)  were  group 
leaders.  Dr.  DeWitt  Ginn  is  minis¬ 
ter  of  St.  Stephen’s. 
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LESSON  FOR  JULY  29: 
Live  The  Truth 


by  Dr.  James  Workman 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Exodus  20:16;  23; 
1-3;  Proverbs  19:9;  Acts  5:1-11;  Ephesians  4: 
25-32;  James  1:26;  3:1-12. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  You  shall  not  bear  false 
witness  against  your  neighbor.  Exodus  20:16 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  discipline  our  tongues 
and  our  whole  lives  in  truth  and  not  give  false 
witness  in  court  nor  in  character  and  word. 


*  *  * 


THE  NINTH  COMMANDMENT 

The  other  eight  commandments  might  be  consid¬ 
ered  summed  up  in  this  Ninth  Commandment,  “Thou 
shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbor.” 
Dr.  Moffatt  translates  it  in  part,  “not  give  false 
evidence  against  a  fellow-countryman.”  We  are  for¬ 
bidden  to  lie  about  God,  or  his  image,  or  his  name, 
or  his  sabbath,  or  parents,  or  the  value  of  human 
life,  or  marriage  purity,  or  personal  property  rights 
and  responsibilities,  or  in  court  or  personal  conver¬ 
sation.  The  Psalmist’s  prayer  (Ps.  19:14)  “Let  the 
words  of  my  mouth,  and  the  meditation  of  my  heart, 
be  acceptable  in  thy  sight,  O  Lord,  my  stren^h 
(rock)  and  my  redeemer,”  sums  up  the  total  unity 
of  honest  speaking  enforced  in  the  discipline  of  this 
1  Ninth  Commandment.  In  John  8:32,  “And  ye  shall 
1  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free,” 
we  see  the  word  of  Jesus  regarding  the  basic  funda¬ 
mental  place  of  truth. 

In  its  simplest  form  the  Ninth  Commandment 
was  the  basis  of  integrity  in  giving  testimony  in  a 
court  of  law.  The  foundation  and  stability  of  the 
legal  system  is  based  upon  honesty  in  evidence,  in 
testimony.  To  perjure  testimony  is  criminal  action 
of  the  witness.  In  the  Code  of  Hammurabi  a  per¬ 
jurer  was  given  the  penalty  of  the  crime  he  had 
committed. 

*  *  * 

The  New  Testament  record  of  the  early  church 
gives  the  tragic  experience  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira 
in  their  lies  about  their  promised  gifts  to  the  church. 
The  meanings  of  their  names  bear  significant  trag¬ 
edy  in  their  deception.  Ananias  means  “graciously 
given  of  the  Lord,”  though  the  singular  form  of  his 
name  means  “cloud  of  the  Lord”  (Nehemiah  3:23). 
Sapphira  meant  “beautiful,”  “handsome,”  “relates,” 
or  “composes.”  What  a  record  of  contrast  is  their 
falsification  in  the  record  of  The  Acts  in  the  early 
church.  Death  was  their  penalty,  in  their  jointly 
perjured  report  of  their  sale  and  gift  of  property  for 
the  Christian  community.  The  prevalence  of  guilty 
conscience  regarding  lying  is  in  the  closing  verse 
of  the  scripture  (Acts  5:11)  “great  fear  (awe)  came 

over  all  who  heard”  about  their  tragic  deception. 

*  *  * 

OLD  TESTAMENT  TRUTH  TELLING 

The  Interpreter’s  Bible  exegesis  specifies  the 
word  “bear”  means  “to  answer,”  that  is,  at  court. 
All  parties  in  a  legal  contest  are  to  answer  in  truth, 
whether  they  be  a  plaintiff,  a  defendant  or  witness 
at  court.  (Exodus  23:1a)  “You  shall  not  utter  a 
false  report  .  .  .  not  ...  be  a  malicious  witness,”  is 
connected  with  doing  evil.  The  central  point  of  the 
Ninth  Commandment  is  truth  telling  in  litigation, 
in  all  of  its  phases. 


The  exposition  of  the  same  source  comments  on 
this  first  start  on  truth-telling  in  all  its  aspects.  A 
number  of  references  are  cited  stressing  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  language  agreeing  with  fact.  Deuteronomy 
13:14  insists  on  the  search  for  the  truth  before  pen¬ 
alty  is  sentenced.  Deuteronomy  17:4  also  stresses 
this  same  necessity  for  thorough  search  for  the 
truth.  Jeremiah  9:5  laments  the  widespread  lying  and 
the  lack  of  repentance  among  neighbors.  Psalm 
15:2  describes  the  speaker  of  truth  as  one  who 
dwells  in  the  presence  of  the  Almighty.  Such  a  truth 
teller  speaks  the  truth  “in  his  heart,”  which  means, 
gladly  and  cordially.  The  book  of  Proverbs  cites  the 
virtues  of  truthtelling  and  the  evil  of  lying. 

Earlier  Old  Testament  books  record  the  shady 
dealings  of  Laban  with  Jacob  and  Jacob’s  dealings 
with  Isaac  and  Esau  (Genesis  29:21-27,  and  Gene¬ 
sis  27:6-36). 

*  *  * 

WAYS  OF  LIVING 

“Don’t  do  as  I  do  but  do  as  I  say,”  is  a  saying 
that  reflects  the  distance  between  the  word  and  the 
deed.  Dr.  Park  says  that  Moses  made  a  start  for 
truthtelling  when  he  gave  the  Ninth  Commandment 
to  a  people  who  are  of  two  kinds  still;  those  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  truthtelling  and  in  people  who  lay  more  em¬ 
phasis  on  manners,  courtesy  and  kindness. 

Children’s  problems  with  telling  the  truth  reveal 
the  many  shades  of  veracity  and  lying.  Why  does  a 
child  not  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing 
but  the  truth?  1  recall  fourteen  reasons  that  a  re¬ 
searcher  found  as  part  of  the  answer.  The  example 
of  the  parent  that  the  child  imitates  in  telephone 
conversation  is  one  example.  White  lies  cover  up 
what  is  convenient  and  what  one  does  not  want  to 
do.  The  child  docs  not  have  as  mature  an  ability 
to  see  or  hear  what  is  reported  as  the  maturer  adoles¬ 
cent  or  adult.  Self  defense  is  another  reason  for  tell¬ 
ing  part  of  the  truth  and  not  all  of  it. 

The  professional  problems  of  a  physician  in  with¬ 
holding  some  truth  about  what  he  knows  about  the 
patient’s  condition  is  a  baffling  one.  It  may  depend 
upon  the  patient’s  desire  to  know,  and  the  doctor’s 
humility  in  not  being  certain  about  particular  details 
involved  in  a  determining  diagnosis. 

In  the  economic-political  field  what  does  the 
term  “influence  peddling”  call  to  mind  in  interna¬ 
tional  trade  dealings,  or  in  stock  market  cases?  The 
daily  newscasts  and  special  reports  challenge  the 
Christian  conscience  to  know  the  truth  and  to  be 
reasonably  free  from  doubt. 

The  “pitch”  of  the  sales  notices,  whether  hard 
or  soft,  makes  the  consumer  uncertain  as  to  the  real 
value  of  an  item  to  be  bought.  Does  truth  telling 
identify  your  knowledge  of  your  repair  man,  your 
sales  person,  or  your  political  representative  or  your 
minister  or  teacher?  The  communion  of  saints  may 
be  a  bit  lie-bitten  with  a  communion  of  sinners  in 

regard  to  “what  is  the  truth.” 

♦  *  * 

THREE  LEVELS  OF  TRUTH 

Bishop  Tullis,  in  “Adult  Bible  Studies,”  warns 
about  our  conversation  centering  so  much  on  other 
people.  He  reports  the  saying  that  there  are  three 
levels  of  conversation.  The  highest  level  is  about 
ideas.  The  second  level  of  talk  is  about  events.  The 
lowest  level  of  talk  is  about  people.  It  is  in  this 
lowest  level  that  malicious  gossip,  and  hearsay  does 
its  harmful  work. 

*  *  * 

“WHAT  IS  TRUTH?” 

Pilate’s  question,  “What  is  truth?”  (John  18:38) 


was  answered  by  his  witness  to  the  crowd  that  “I 
find  no  fault  in  him.”  A  number  of  Bible  references 
for  home  study  will  add  to  the  Christian  meaning  of 
truth.  An  example  for  truth  spoken  in  love  is  given 
in  Matthew  18:15-17.  The  tamed  tongue  is  com¬ 
mended  in  James  3:1-12.  The  motive  of  the  heart 
sincerely  reveals  truth  or  falsehood.  (Mark  7:4-23). 

John  14:15-18  gives  the  key  to  Christian  truth. 
It  is  the  Lord’s  legacy  to  his  disciples.  This  gift  of 
Christ  to  his  followers  is  based  upon  keeping  his 
commandments.  This  gift  of  the  spirit  of  truth  is 
the  prayer  of  the  Lord  for  the  Father’s  gift  of  an¬ 
other  Comforter,  “even  the  Spirit  of  Truth.”  He 
dwelleth  in  his  followers  and  is  in  them.  He  abides 
forever.  He  never  leaves  his  followers  comfortless. 

Bishop  Tullis  closes  his  words  about  the  scrip¬ 
ture  with  the  following  prayer:  “O  God,  you  are  the 
truth,  and  you  desire  truth  from  all  your  people. 
Help  us  so  to  guard  our  mouths  that  the  words  we 
speak  and  the  meditations  that  motivate  them  may 
be  acceptable  in  thy  sight.  Help  us  to  speak  the 
truth  in  all  we  say  and  to  speak  it  in  love.  In  Jesus’ 

name  we  pray.  Amen.” 

*  *  * 

WORD  AND  WIND 

It  is  said  that  the  two  most  important  words  in 
language  are  word  and  wind.  Communication  and 
environment  are  two  important  elements  in  truth. 
News  and  weather  report  make  up  much  of  our  daily 
interest. 

The  Bible  references  in  James  deal  with  words 
and  conduct.  Taming  the  tongue  is  the  continual 
task  of  the  Christian  who  would  speak  the  truth 
in  love.  Bishop  Tullis  cites  the  power  of  Churchill 
to  bring  “courage  and  strength”  to  the  nation  with 
his  words.  To  the  contrary  Hitler  brought  the  fire 
of  tragedy  in  pogroms  and  war  with  his  words  and 
conduct.  Words  of  truth  bring  life,  light  and  immor¬ 
tality  to  light  in  the  gospel.  Lies  bring  deceptive 
conduct,  tragedy,  and  untold  grief  in  their  wake. 

How  words  grow!  Robinson,  in  “New  England,” 
writes  “Of  all  small  things  that  have  the  most  infer¬ 
nal  power  to  grow,  few  may  be  larger  than  a  few 
small  words,  that  may  not  say  themselves,  and  be 
forgotten.” 

*  *  * 

TAME  THE  TONGUE 

Luther  said  the  book  of  James  was  a  “straw” 
epistle,  meaning  that  it  emphasized  works  more  than 
faith.  James  emphasizes  this  “straw”  may  have  been 
the  one  that  “broke  the  camel’s  back”  in  that  it  re¬ 
vealed  the  hard  task  of  taming  the  tongue  with 
brotherly  love.  James,  the  third  chapter,  in  the  Key 
’73  edition  of  “Good  News  For  Modem  Man,”  i^ 
illustrated  by  line  drawings  by  Miss  Annie  Vallot- 
ton.  One  is  a  horse’s  head,  with  open  mouth  and 
tossing  head  with  warning  eye.  The  other  is  of  a  full 
horse,  rearing  up  on  hind  legs,  with  rider  pulling  at 
the  bridle.  James  warns  his  Christian  brothers 
against  many  of  them  being  teachers.  Greater  judg¬ 
ment  comes  to  teachers  because  of  their  life  illus¬ 
trating  their  words.  The  horse’s  bit,  the  pilot’s  rud¬ 
der  are  small  guides  for  horse  and  ship.  So  the 
tongue,  small  as  it  is,  can  “boast  about  great  things.” 
The  tongue  is  like  a  fire,  James  says,  full  of  deadly 
poison,  evil  and  uncontrollable.  The  tongue  is  also 
used  for  thanking  God  our  Lord.  Thanksgiving  ,  and 
cursing  come  out  of  the  same  mouth.  “My  brothers! 
this  should  not  happen!”  The  Ninth  Commandnient 
makes  this  our  duty  as  a  discipline  in  truthful  living. 

Next  Sunday’s  lesson  is  based  on  the  Tenth 
Commandment  “do  not  covet”  .  .  .”  under  the  topic 
“The  Peril  of  Greed.” 
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Screen  ^'^Superstar”  gives 

NEW  YORK,  (AJC) — ^The  film  Jesus  Christ  Superstar,  which  is  about  to 
be  released  in  the  United  States  and  abroad,  is  “anti-Semitic,”  “demeaning,” 
and  “nothing  less  than  a  catastrophe,”  according  to  a  prominent  Protestant 
educator. 

Gerald  S.  Strober,  a  Presbyterian  authority  on  intergroup  relations  in 
Christian  education,  has  charged  that  the  “rock  opera,”  which  depicts  the  events 
of  the  Passion,  has  “pressed  into  service  every  device  of  cinematic  art  to  spread 
the  old  falsehood  of  the  Jews’  ‘collective  responsibility’  for  Jesus’  death.” 

Pointing  out  that  the  idea  of  Jewish  collective  responsibility  for  the.  cru¬ 
cifixion  has  been  denounced  as  “historically  and  spiritually  untenable,  and  is 
being  discarded  from  church  teaching  and  preaching  and  from  individual  be¬ 
lief,”  Mr.  Strober  accused  Universal  Pictures  and  the  producer-director,  Nor¬ 
man  Jewison,  of  “exploiting  a  tradition  that  has  scarred  Jews  and  Christians 
from  the  time  of  the  Church  Fathers,  through  the  Middle  Ages,  to  the  era  of 
Auschwitz.” 

Mr.  Strober,  who  serves  as  consultant  on  interreligious  education  for  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  makes  his  charges  in  an  analysis  that  the  AJC 
is  distributing  to  religious  and  cLvic  leaders  and  others  who  would  be  particu¬ 
larly  concerned  with  the  issues  raised.  It  is  a  sequel  to  a  previous  analysis  that 
he  prepared  about  the  Broadway  stage  production  of  Jesus  Christ  Superstar. 

Mr.  Strober  expressed  particular  concern  about  the  potential  influence  of 
the  movie  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  will  probably  be  seen  by  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple,  in  contrast  to  the  stage  version,  which  reached  thousands,  and  also  in  view 
of  the  more  intense  impact  of  the  film  medium. 

The  National  Jewish  .Community  Relations  Advisory  Council,  a  coordina¬ 
ting  body  of  national  Jewish  organizations  and  local  Jewish  community  rela-, 
tions  councils,  called  the  film  “a  singularly  damaging  setback  in  the  struggle 
against  the  religious  sources  of  anti-Semitism.” 

Rabbi  Marc  H.  Tanenbaum,  AJC’s  National  Director  of  Interreligious  Af¬ 
fairs,  in  an  introduction  to  the  Strober  analysis  noted  that  “Jesus  Christ  Super- 
star  has  received  a  ‘G’  rating,  which  means  that  masses  of  impressionable  Chris¬ 
tian  children  of  Sunday  school  age  will  be  exposed,  in  most  compelling  fash¬ 
ion,  to  an  anti-Jewish  presentation  of  the  gospel  story  without  the  guidance  of 
an  accompanying  parent.” 

Mr.  Strober  based  his  findings  on  a  comparison  of  the  film  with  the  New 
Testament,  which,  he  pointed  out,  was  “the  primary  source  of  information 
about  Jesus’  life  and  death.”  He  also  examined  the  printed  text  of  the  original 
“rock  opera,”  as  well  as  the  printed  text  accompanying  the  MCA  record  of 
the  film’s  sound,  track. 

His  comparison  between  the  film  and  the  New  Testament  dealt  with  five 
specific  categories  and  events  related  to  the  last  days  of  Jesus’  life:  the  Priests, 
Pilate,  the  Temple  scene,  Judas^  and  the  Jewish  crowd. 

“The  entire  portrait  of  Pilate,”  Mr.  Strober  stated,  “is  designed  to  mini¬ 
mize  his  role  in  Jesus’  trial  and  death,  and  thereby  maximize  that  of  Jesus’ 
Jewish  antagonists.  It  is  wildly  unhistorical,  deriving  from  the  cliches  of  tradi¬ 
tional  anti-Jewish  Passion  plays  rather  than  from  the  New  Testament. 

All  serious  scholars4oday  agree,  on  the  basis  of  Roman  and  other  sources, 
that  Pilate -actually  was  an  exceptionally  harsh  governor  even  by  the  far  from 
lenient  standards  of  Roman  occupation  government.  He  was  notorious  for  his 
arbitrary  executions,  and  was  eventually  recalled  to  Rome  to  be  tried  for  op¬ 
pression.” 

“It  is  too  late  in  the  day  to  allow  calculated  defamation  of  the  Jewish 
people  and  their  cherished  faith  to  go  unchallenged,”  Rabbi  Tanenbaum  de¬ 
clared.  “Perhaps  some  day,  after  the  Oberammergau  spectaculars  and  the  Jesus 
Christ  Superstars  have  run  their  moneyed  course,  some  creative  artist  will  tell 
the  Passion  story  in  a  way  that  will  bring  honor  rather  than  shame  to  Chris- 
tiamity.” 

Mr.  Strober,  who  attended  the  Moody  Bible  Institute  in  Chicago,  received 


rise  to  controversy . 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Even  before  its  release,  controversy 
over  alleged  anti-Semitic  elements  in  the  movie  version  of  the 
Broadway  musical  “Jesus  Christ  Superstar”  has  broken  out.  A 
group  of  nine  major  Jewish  organizations  castigated  the  film  — 
scheduled  to  open  in  New  York  in  August  —  for  allegedly  fos¬ 
tering  anti-Semitic  stereotypes,  and  said  that  its  portrayal  of  Judas 
as  a  black  man  who  was  “the  dupe  of  wily  Jewish  priests”  could 
damage  black-Jewish  relations. 

However,  in  an  analysis  published  in  the  ecumenical  weekly, 
Christian  Century,  editor  James  Wall  declared  that  the  movie  is 
“in  no  way  anti-^mitic.”  Mr.  Wall,  a  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man,  further  stated  that  “any  charges  of  anti-Semitism  leveled 
against  this  film  will  be  based  not  on  ‘Superstar’  itself,  but  on 
feelings  generated  by  earlier  portrayals  of  Jews  as  ‘Christ-killers.’  ” 
The  above  scene  is  a  portrayal  of  Mary  Magdalene  by  Yvon¬ 
ne  Elliman  as  among  the  followers  who  kneel  at  the  feet  of  Jesus, 
played  by  Ted  Neeley,  as  he  enters  Jerusalem.  The  production 
was  filmed  in  Israel. 
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his  B.A.  degree  from  Gordon  College,  in  Wenham,  Mass.,  and  an  M.A.  in 
Jewish  culture  from  New  York  University,  and  is  currently  a  Ph.D.  candidate 
at  the  latter  institution.  He  served  as  pastor  in  the  Surrey  (N.H.)  Congregational 
Church,  and  for  two  years  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  an  inner  city  church 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  He  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  and  acting  director 
of  the  Department  of  History  at  Barrington  College,  Barrington,  R.I. 

Founded  in  1906,  the  American  Jewish  Committee  is  this  country’s  pion¬ 
eer  human  relations  organization.  It  combats  bigotry,  protects  the  civil  and 
religious  rights  of  people  at  home  and  abroad,  and  seeks  improved  human  re¬ 
lations  for  all  men  everywhere. 
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From  Our  Readers 


"Is  conference  biased  against  women?" 


Dear  Sir: 

Your  June  21st  issue  of  THE  AR¬ 
KANSAS  METHODIST  was  an  ex¬ 
cellent  one.  I  appreciated  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  read  the  developments  at  An¬ 
nual  Conference  at  Jonesboro  and 
found  your  interviews  illuminating. 

It  would  be  an  understatement  to 
say  I  was  disappointed  in  the  com¬ 
ments  of  our  new  Lay  Leader.  Un¬ 
doubtedly,  he  is  a  fine  man^  but  con¬ 
sidering  at  least  half  his  constituency 
is  female,  his  comments  were  unbeliev¬ 
ably  patronizing.  He  suggested  that  the 
reason  for  women  assuming  a  greater 
role  as  lay  persons  is  “a  t^remendous 
increase  in  the  interest  of  women  in 
the  program  of  the  church.”  Can  any¬ 
one  not  see  that  the  interest  has  al¬ 
ways  been  there  but  the  opportunity 
has  not? 

The  coup  de  grace  follows:  “.  .  . 
We’re  giving  them  more  responsibility 
.  .  .”  and  “they  should  have  it  as  they 
are  the  laity  the  same  as  men  in  our 
church  now.”  (My  emphasis). 
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Since  we  women  arc  ‘now’  recog¬ 
nized  as  interested  laity  I  read  further 
with  great  anticipation  of  how  this  new 
resource  would  be  used.  There  was  lit¬ 
tle  comfort  in  what  followed.  Even 
though  it  would  appear  that  women 
have  seldom  proved  themselves 
worthy  for  positions  of  high  respon¬ 
sibility  in  the  church,  it  would  seem 
that  the  ice  had  been  sufficiently 
broken  in  the  communications  fields. 
But  the  report  on  the  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST  was  a  disheartening 
stroke.  I  daresay  a  random  sampling 
would  prove  a  strong  majority  of  your 
readers  to  be  women.  Yet,  as  the  talk 
was  of  enlarging  the  support  for  the 
ARKANSAS  METHODIST,  the  new 
Board  of  Managers  did  not  include 
even  one  woman. 

There  are  capable,  interested  women 
available  who  could  offer  much  to  the 
Arkansas  Methodist  Board  in  particu¬ 
lar  and  the  church  in  general.  It  is 
frustrating  when  a  genuine  effort  is 
not  made  to  find  them. 


Best  wishes  to  you  in  your  new 


position. 


Sincerely  yours, 

Mary  E.  Jesson 
Fort  Smith,  Arkansas 

t 


Dear  Brother  Workman, 

Welcome  to  a  new  working  and 
hopefully  personal  relationship  with 
the  people  and  the  agencies  of  The 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  If  it 
should  be  possible,  you  would  be  most 
welcome  to  visit  with  us. 

With  no  reflection  on  you  it  is,  of 
course,  with  deep  regret  that  we  lose 
Alfred  Knox.  He  has  our  sympathy 
and  our  prayers. 

Your  staff  is  aware  of  the  long 
standing  custom  of  allowing  us  one 
page  a  month,  called  THE  METH¬ 
ODIST  HOME  VISITOR,  and  the 
printing  of  our  monthly  Memorial  list. 
We,  of  course,  hope  that  this  practice 
may  continue  as  it  is  our  main  informa- 
al  pipe  line  to  our  constituency. 

Again,  best  wishes,  and  God  bless 
you  in  this  new  field. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Harry  E.  Ezell,  Superintendent 
Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Ruston,  La.  71270 


CAN  ANYONE  HELP? 

Dear  Sir: 

In  our  Mt.  Ida  Church  building  we 
have  a  NORTON  CHIMES  with  the 
word  “Atlanta”  also  there  on. 

What  I  am  trying  to  do  is  find  the 
address  of  this  company  that  makes 
Norton  Chimes  machines,  in  order  to 
get  an  instruction  booklet  from  them. 

I  have  written  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
however,  there  is  no  such  company 
listed  there. 

Perhaps  you  know  some  Church 
that  has  a  Norton  Chimes,  and  will 
pass  this  information  on  to  me. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  as¬ 
sistance  in  this  subject. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Ernest  A.  Matzke 
P.  O.  Box  41 
Sims,  Arkansas.  71969 
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Contributions  for  this  column  should 
be  written  briefly  and  bear  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  writer.  What  appears 
here  does  not  necessarily  represent  the 
point  of  view  of  this  publication  and  the 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  withhold, 
edit  for  space,  or  print  contributions. 
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Minister  assails  nation’s  morality 


Bishop  Dixon  heads 
Black  colleges' 
study  connnnission 

NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (UMQ  — 
New  members  of  a  four-year  Continu¬ 
ing  Commission  to  Study  the  12  United 
Methodist  Black  Colleges  met  here  late 
in  June,  elected  officers,  outlined 
strategies,  and  reaffirmed  as  a  man¬ 
date  for  the  church  the  Black  Col¬ 
lege  Fund, 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Topeka, 
Kans.,  was  elected  chairman  of  the  15- 
member  Commission;  Dr,  Ann  Flow¬ 
ers,  Durham,  N.C.,  was  elected  vice¬ 
chairperson;  and  Dr,  Thomas  K,  Kim, 
Abilene,  Tex,,  was  elected  secretary. 

Immediately  before  the  organization¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  Commission  two 
bishops  selected  as  liaisons  to  the 
Black  College  Fund  met  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Fund  staff,  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
staff,  and  representatives  of  the  black 
college  presidents.  The  liaison  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
are  Bishop  Dixon  and  Bishop  Alsie  H, 
Carleton,  Albuquerque,  N,  Mex, 

The  $6  million  annual  Black  Col¬ 
lege  Fund  being  apportioned  to  all 
United  Methodist  churches  succeeds 
the  former  voluntary  Negro  Colleges 
Advance,  During  the  first  five  months 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)— “Our  whole 
national  image  as  a  democracy  stinks 
from  cellar  to  attic  with  a  stench  that 
no  ‘air-freshner’  of  the  kinds  thus  far 
proposed  by  persons  in  government 
can  possibly  dispel,”  the  retiring  presi¬ 
dent  of  Religion  in  American  Life,  Inc. 
(RIAL),  declared  here  June  14. 

In  an  obvious  reference  to  the  Wa- 


of  1973  the  Black  College  Fund 
showed  receipts  of  $1,044,910. 

The  Commission  to  Study  the  Black 
Colleges  was  formed  by  the  1968  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  Dr.  W.  Astor  Kirk, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  chairman  of  the 
fitst  commission  which  made  several 
recommendations  approved  by  the 
1972  General  Conference.  These  dealt 
with  such  concerns  as  finances,  loca¬ 
tions,  possible  mergers,  church  rela¬ 
tionship  and  governance.  Specific 
recommendations  now  being  imple¬ 
mented  include  proposals  that  each 
college  increase  its  enrollment  to  a 
minimum  of  1,000  students  over  a  five 
year  period  and  that  each  college  es¬ 
tablish  an  adequately  staffed  admis¬ 
sions  office  to  deal  with  recruitment 
and  student  financial  aid. 

Commission  members  for  the  1973- 
76  quadrennium  and  the  categories 
they  represent  are:  University  ^nate 


tergate  scandal  and  related  matters, 
the  Rev.  Theophilus  M.  Taylor  told 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  RIAL  board 
that  “the  Pollyanna  philosophy  which 
sees  nothing  wrong  in  our  current  sit¬ 
uation,  expressed  in  recent  speeches 
by  the  President  and  Vice  President, 
indicates  the  worst  kind  of  blindness 
to  reality.” 


— ^Dr.  Paul  Hardin,  Dallas,  Tex.;  Dr. 
William  A.  McMillan,  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.;  and  Dr.  Ann  Flowers,  Durham, 
N.C.;  Council  on  Finance  and  Adr 
ministration  —  Mrs.  Harold  Mann, 
Sanford,  N.C.;  Dr.  Zan  W.  Holmes, 
Dallas,  Tex.;  Division  of  H^her  Edu¬ 
cation  —  Dr.  Thomas  K.  Kim,  Abi¬ 
lene,  Tex.;  Dr.  Fred  E.  Harris  and  Dr. 
Daniel  W.  Wynn,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 

Council  of  Black  College  Presidents 
— Dr.  Vivian  W.  Henderson,  Atlanta, 
,Ga.;  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller  Jr.,  Greens¬ 
boro,  N.C,;  Dr.  John  T.  King,  Austin, 
Tex.;  Council  on  Ministries — (advisory 
without  vote)  Mrs.  Herbert  Howe, 
North  Plainfield,  N.J.;  Mrs.  Mary 
Good,  Detroit,  Mich.;  and  Jerry  Teel, 
Tulia,  Tex.;  Council  of  Bishops  — 
Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.,  Topeka, 
Kans.  Three  additional  members  are 
to  be  elected  at  large. 

t 


Dr.  Taylor,  a  retired  executive  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  now 
lives  in  Topsham,  Vermont.  His  ad¬ 
dress  marked  the  conclusion  of  a  three- 
year  term  as  president  of  the  RIAL 
board. 

Denduncing  crass  materialism,  dog- 
eat-dog  ethics  and  wanton  invasion 
by  law-enforcement  officers  of  citizens’^ 
privacy.  Dr.  Taylor  called  for  “a  re¬ 
turn  to  the  moral  and  ethical  standards 
which  made  this  nation  great  at  its  be¬ 
ginning,  and  which  must  be  recovered 
if  it  is  to  be  great  again.” 

He  said:  “Narrow  loyalty  to  an  eth¬ 
nic  community,  blind  patriotism  which 
never  questions  the  nation’s  motives 
and  methods,  and  lip  service  to  a 
church  or  a  creed  which  so  many  in 
our  society  have  substituted  for  relig¬ 
ion,  are  very  different  from  genuine 
religious  faith  which  clearly  manifests 
itself  in  the  total  daily  conduct  of  those 
who  expouse  it.” 

RIAL  is  recognized  and  supported, 
in  part,  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  as  an  interdenominational  and 
interfaith  agency  through  which  the 
church  can  work  to  direct  attention  to 
church  attendance  and  loyalty  to  relig¬ 
ious  faith. 


Amnesty  and  abortion  among  considerations.  .  . 


Annual  conferences  deal  with  structural  changes 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMQ  —  Amnesty,  abortion 
and  alteration  of  structure  were  major  issues  in  many 
United  Methodist  annual  conference  sessions  in  the 
United  States  this  summer,  along  with  the  voting  on 
eight  proposed  amendments  to  the  church’s  consti¬ 
tution. 

Based  on  reports  to  the  news  service  unit  of  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Communications  here  and  the  Advo¬ 
cate/Together  news  department  in  Park  Ridge,  Ill., 
structure  concerns  in  one  form  or  another  were  be¬ 
fore  more  than  one-third  of  the  70  regular  and  three 
missionary  conferences  in  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 
Amnesty  issues  were  considered  by  a  dozen  or  so 
of  the  sessions,  and  abortion  by  at  least  half  that 
many. 

Most  of  the  structural  changes  bring  organiza¬ 
tion  at  the  conference  level  into  harmony  with  that 
adopted  for  the  general  church  in  1968.  Several  put 
increased  emphasis  on  programming  at  the  district 
level. 

Among  those  approving  restructure  effective 
either  immediately  or  within  a  year  were  Central 
New  York,  West  Virginia,  Northern  New  Jersey, 
California-Nevada,  Western  North  Carolina,  Oregon- 
Idaho,  West  Ohio,  New  York,  West  Michigan, 
Texas,  and  Central  Texas.  Several  others  were  re¬ 
ported  earlier, 

Minnesota,  Oklahoma,  Detroit,  and  Rio  Grande 
expect  to  receive  recommendations  at  1974  sessions. 
Southern  New  Jersey,  Central  Pennsylvania,  and 
Western  Pennsylvania  have  studies  under  way,  and 
Northwest  Texas  was  among  those  approving  new 
structures  at  special  sessions  during  the  past  year. 
Rocky  Mountain  rejected  a  proposal  to  hold  biennial 
instead  of  annual  sessions. 

By  sometimes  narrow  margins,  at  least  five  con¬ 
ferences  voted  support  for  full  amnesty  for  persons 
who  refused  military  service  during  the  Vietnam 
fighting.  These  included  East  Ohio,  Minnesota,  Wis¬ 
consin,  West  Michigan  and  Troy.  In  Minnesota  the 
vote  was  168  to  163,  and  is  East  Ohio,  483  to  478, 

Northern  Illinois  rejected  a  proposal  for  full 
amnesty,  but  did  support,  by  264  to  253,  the  step, 
provided  certain  conditions  were  met.  Other  condi¬ 


tional  measures  were  supported  in  South  Carolina, 
New  York  and  Florida.  Southern  Indiana  and  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina  asked  local  churches  to  consider 
the  issue,  and  North  Texas  set  up  a  study  task  force. 

At  least  two  conferences,  Holston  and  Virginia, 
rejected  all  amnesty  proposals. 

Mixed  reaction  also  greeted  the  issue  of  abortion, 

Oklahoma  passed  a  limited  measure  and  cau¬ 
tioned  that  “some  states  are  trying  to  turn  abortion 
into  birth  control”;  West  Ohio  said  that  abortion 
should  only  be  permitted  when  the  woman’s  life  is 
endangered;  Louisiana  and  Virginia  voted  to  sup¬ 
port  the  General  Conference  position  making  abor¬ 
tion  a  medical  rather  than  a  criminal  concern;  and 
Virginia  and  Minnesota  opposed  any  U.S.  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  undercutting  the  recent  Supreme 
Court  ruling. 

Kansas  East  endorsed  legalized  abortion.  North 
Indiana  approved  a  one-day,  conference-wide  semi¬ 
nar  in  1974,  and  Florida  asked  for  local  church  edu¬ 
cational  programs  on  various  phases  of  the  issue. 

The  proposed  “Equal  Rights”  amendment  to  the 
U.S.  constitution  was  endorsed  by  at  least  three  Con¬ 
ferences  —  Maine,  Yellowstone  and  Western  North 
Carolina.  Southern  California-Arizona  gave  its 
“Layperson  of  the  Year”  honor  to  a  woman  for  the 
first  time  in  20  years. 

Several  conferences  voiced  concern  at  blanket 
cuts  in  federal  social  assistance  funds.  These  in¬ 
cluded  Northern  New  Jersey,  Kansas  East  and  West, 
Missouri  West,  California-Nevada  and  Western 
Pennsylvania. 

On  other  concerns,  Tennessee  voted  to  begin 
appointing  ministers  across  racial  lines  in  1974. 
Peninsula  voiced  its  disapproval  of  its  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  commending  a  minister  who  re¬ 
fused  to  pay  a  portion  of  his  income  tax  as  a  Viet¬ 
nam  war  protest,  and  South  Georgia  adopted  a 
counseling  service  for  ministers, 

Memphis  adopted  a  three-year  capital  funds 
campaign  to  raise  $600,000  for  Lakeshore  Assem¬ 
bly,  and  New  Mexico  voted  a  $250,000  building 
program  at  Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly, 


Troy  made  the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  the 
Self-Development  of  Peoples  a  major  emphasis. 
Northern  Illinois  set  up  a  task-force  to  implement 
the  program,  and  New  York  approved  a  ministry 
of  teaching  to  center  on  the  Bishops’  Call,  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  and  the  Doctrinal  State¬ 
ment. 

Meeting  for  the  first  time  as  a  missionary  con¬ 
ference,  130  lay  and  ministerial  Oklahoma  Indian 
United  Methodists  approved  a  hospitalization  and 
life  insurance  program  for  ministers,  created  its  first 
official  ministerial  roll  and  approved  a  “church 
standard  chart”  to  help  strengthen  and  upgrade 
local  churches. 

In  the  voting  on  constitutional  amendments,  un¬ 
official  reports  received  by  July  9  from  three-fourths 
of  the  conferences  in  the  U.S.  show  that  early  trends 
continue  with  six  of  the  proposals  being  endorsed 
and  two  rejected. 

Losing  are  changes  to  permit  the  Gene.’'al  Con¬ 
ference  to  meet  in  regular  session  more  often  than 
quadrennially,  and  give  the  vote  on  issues  of  minis¬ 
terial  qualifications  to  lay  annual  conference  mem¬ 
bers.  The  tally  on  the  former  shows  10,791  in  favor 
and  12,535  opposed,  and  on  the  latter,  9,539  “yes,” 
and  13,499  “no.” 

Receiving  far  more  than  the  aggregate  two-thirds 
favorable  majority  needed  for  ratification  are  meas¬ 
ures  which  would  equalize  lay-clergy  membership  in 
annual  conference,  remove  masculine  pronouns  from 
the  constitution,  strike  a  minimum  age  requirement 
for  General,  Jurisdictional  and  Central  conference 
members,  and  remove  a  barrier  to  Puerto  Rico  be¬ 
coming  an  autonomous  church. 

Annual  conferences  outside  the  U.S.  also  are 
voting  on  these  issues,  but  the  numbers  represented 
are  so  small  that  they  are  not  expected  to  materially 
affect  the  outcome.  Official  results  of  the  balloting 
will  be  announced  later  in  the  year  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops. 

Except  for  conferences  holding  split  sessions  with 
the  second  part  due  in  the  autumn,  the  annual  ser¬ 
ies  concluded  in  the  U.S.  June  24  after  beginning 
May  8. 
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Methodist  Home  Visitor 
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WE  WORK 

Eighteen  of  the  older  youth  in  the  Home  have 
full-time  jobs  this  summer.  Others  have  part- 
time  jobs.  We  believe  many  values  come  from 
this. 

It  is  helpful  to  our  young  people,  now,  to 
learn  to  work  under  varying  conditions. 

It  is  good  to  learn  to  do  a  job  as  it  has 
to  be  done,  and  to  do  work  that  will 
satisfy  an  employer. 

It  is  good  not  only  to  earn  money  but  to 
learn  to  manage  it.  Our  youth  receive 
guidance  in  the  management  of  their 
money  and  in  spending  it  wisely.  Those 
working,  and  others,  have  established 
savings  accounts  in  local  banks.  Pro¬ 
vision  for  possible  future  need  is  still 
good  sense,  a  worthwhile  character 
trait. 

It  is  good  to  achieve,  to  do  something 
that  gives  reasonable  cause  for  pride  in 
yourself,  for  faith  in  yourself.  Work  is 
an  aid  to  this. 

We  hear,  sometimes,  that  the  “Work  Ethic”  is 
out  of  style.  We  don’t  believe  it. 

A  WONDERFUL  JOB 

The  visitors  were  an  elderly  couple  who  came 
to  visit  relatives  in  care  here.  Then  they  visited 
the  Superintendent  and  his  wife.  After  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  program  and  facilities,  he  closed  the 
visit  by  saying,  “You  are  doing  a  wonderful  job 
here.”  We  are  gratified  by  such  praise. 

They  had  originally  gone  to  a  Methodist  minister 
and  laid  the  situation  before  him.  He  contacted 
us  and  the  children  were  placed  here. 


Arts  and  Crafts  group  and  ceramic  feet.  Crafts  arc 
fun,  teach  skills,  release  tensions.  Part  of  a  well- 
rounded  program. 


Mr.  DeVille  and  Mr.  Allen  studying  employment  ap¬ 
plications.  It  takes  a  dedicated  and  warm-hearted 
person  to  work  here.  It  also  takes  skill  or  willingness 
to  learn,  and  the  ability  to  work  as  part  of  the  staff 
team  in  a  total  program,  'f/e  pay  salaries  of  course, 
though  not  high  salaries.  The  real  pay  is  in  doing 
God’s  work  for  the  work’s  sake.  Results  in  the  lives 
we  touch  may  show  now.  They  may  not  show  until 
years  later. 

RECEIVE  GIFT  OF  PEACHES 

The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  received  a 
most  welcome  gift  of  peaches  from  Mr.  Warren 
Storment  of  the  Bastrop  Orchard.  Fresh  peaches 
are  good  and  they  make  wonderful  pies. 

Such  gifts  as  this,  with  prices  high  and  income 
low,  are  a  very  real  help  to  the  Home. 


One  of  the  boys  from  the  Home 
made  the  Little  League  All  Star 
team  in  Ruston.  We  are  proud  of 
him  and  of  others  who  have  done 
well  in  Little  League.  Boys 
from  the  Home  have  been  heavily 
involved  in  the  city  recreation 
department  baseball  program  this 
summer. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Homer  V.  Bailes  and  Roanoke 
group. 


FAITH,  THE  UNDERLYING  VALUE 

She  is  a  professional  social  worker,  quite  suc¬ 
cessful,  who  was  reared  in  the  Home.  Following 
Alumni  Homecoming,  she  came  by  the  Superiri 
tendent’s  home  to  visit. 

We  talked  of  “the  old  days”  and  the  value  of 
the  Home  in  the  context  of  those  days.  We  talked 
of  “these  days”  and  the  value  of  the  Home 
(which  she  praised)  in  the  context  of  these  days. 

During  the  conversation  she  said,  “The  under¬ 
lying  value  is  faith.”  Over  and  over  during  the 
years  I  have  made  almost  the  same  statement. 
Underlying  all  that  we  do,  that  we  say,  the  op¬ 
portunities  and  experiences  made  available  to  our 
youth,  must  be  the  opportunity  to  build  and 
develop  for  themselves  a  valid  faith.  How  glad 
we  are  to  hear  others,  especially  professionals  in 
this  field  of  Child  Care,  say  the  same  thing. 

Harry  E.  Ezell,  Superintendent 

METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME 
VISITORS  FROM  ROANOKE 

The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  was  honored  by 
the  visit  of  several  UMYF  members  and  other 
youth,  several  adults,  and  the  pastor  and  his 
wife,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Homer  V.  Bailes.  Rev. 
Ezell  met  with  the  group  to  discuss  needs  and 
methods,  answer  questions,  and  conduct  a  tour  of 
the  grounds.  Gifts  brought  by  the  group  were 
indeed  welcome. 

The  Home  welcomes  ail  such  groups.  It  "o  Ips 
you  to  get  to  know  us  and  us  to  get  to  know  you. 
This  more  personal  relationship  is  valuable  in 
many  ways. 

t 


Boys,  under  supervision,  repairing  the  tractor  mower. 
Learning,  fun,  and  satisfaction,  all  at  the  same  time. 
A  good  formula  for  self-development. 


MRS.  I.  F.  HAWKINS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  A.  Brand 
MRS.  GEORGE  KEY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  E.  Lamb 
MRS.  CHRISTINE  COCKERHAM 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  D.  E.  Lamb 
J.  M.  HANBERRY,  JR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D,  E.  Lamb 
WILLARD  KENT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  D.  E.  Lamb 
MRS.  GRACE  BROCKNER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  A.  B.  Grigg.  Sr. 
MRS.  LOUISE  LOWE 
by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Edwards 
MRS.  E.  B.  WALL,  SR. 
by  the  B.  W.  Smith  Family  and  Mrs. 
T.  A.  Beauchamp 
MRS.  FAY  HOPKINS 
by  Dr.  &Mrs.  O.  L.  'Rigwell,  Jr. 
ROBERTS.  STEVENSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  R.  Sessions  and 
Aliene 

MALCOLM  S.  CARROLL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  C.  Meaux 


GARY  HENLEY 

by  the  Staff  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  Rusion 
REV.  HOWARD  STAPLES 
by  F.  L.  Spencer 
EARL  PERRYMAN 
by  Mrs .  E .  Perryman  &  Mrs . 

Oliver  Hughes 
MRS.  JACK  BATTON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lavelle  Perryman 
MRS.  OLLA  HUGHES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lavelle  Perryman 
MRS.  MARY  LOUISE  HOPKINS 
by  Mrs .  Shelby  White 
MRS.  R.  F.  MILLER 
by  Staff  Members  of  the  Lake  Charles 
Regional  Laboratory 
ALLEN  B.  GUTHRIE 
byH.  F.  Madison,  Jr. 

AUSTIN  W.  GLEASON.  JR. 

by  Mr.  StMrs.  Virgil  G .  Martin 
MRS.  MARY  LOUISE  HARP  HOPKINS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Roy  Jordan 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Percy  Dreher 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Roy  Dreber 
by  Mr.  8iMrs.  Ed  Wright 
W.  W.  WINTER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carreli  Dowies 


TAZEWELL  BAIRD  U 
by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

MRS.  IKE  HAWKINS 
by  Mrs.  Vernon  Kalmbach 
EVELYN  JAMES 
by  Mrs .  Bernice  Taylor 
ALFRED  P.  RALEY,  JR. 
by  Miss  Florence  Anthony  &  Mrs. 
Vashii  Jacob 
MRS.  O.  H.  LOVE 
by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Burnside 
MRS.  SUE  BOWLES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  D.  Siodghill 
LESTER  MILLER 
by  Mrs.  Lucille  C.  Ducote 
MRS.  NERA  McCALB 
by  Amy  B.  Gleason 
MRS.  GRACIE  CLEMENT 
by  Roanoke  U.M.C. 

MICHAEL  BABERS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Bickham 
MRS.  AGNES  MAGEE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Bickham 
F.  G.  ORNSBY 
by  Mrs .  Belmont  Townsend 
BERTHA  T.  BROWN 
by  The  Night  Circle  of  Henning 
Memorial  U.M.C.,  Sulphur 


MISS  MARIE  HODGES 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Bev.  B.  Handy 
O.  B.  ROWLAND,  SR. 

by  George. &  Pauline  Orr 
MRS.  MARIE  CELINA  HORNE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  C.  Johnson 
DR.  A.  B.  COCHRAN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  H.  Terry 
E.  C.  ERWIN 
by  Eugenia  Desemar 
MRS.  GENA  B.  McGILVRAY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  O.  Pringle 
JOE  M.  HANBERRY,  JR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harvey  E.  Brown 
MRS.  CHRISTINE  COCKERHAM 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harvey  E.  Brown 
MRS.  J.  S.  McCALL 
by  Mrs.  J.  R.  Kavanatigh 
DR.  A.  B.  COCHRAN 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  P.  J.  Ewald 
MRS.  INES  GUNTER  CERNIGLU 
by  Mrs.  W.  B.  Miller 
MRS.  CHRISTINE  COCKERHAM 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Ernest  Marcantel 
MRS.  MARY  BURRIS 
by  Dr .  8i  Mrs .  J .  E .  Ball 
MRS.  MARY  LOUISE  HOPKINS 
by  Joe  Rolfe  White 


MRS.  OLA  PAYNE 
by  Mrs.  Florence  T.  McKinnon 
MRS.  MATTYE  HALBERT 
by  Mrs.  Florence  T.  McKinnon 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  A.  Walker 
MRS.  JOHANNA  EGARD 
by  Robbie  Crane  &  Mildred  Hogg 
MRS.  E.  B.  WALL,  SR. 

by’ Vance  &  Judy  Heaberlin 
MISS  ESTELLE  ROWE 
by  Cross  Roads  UMC 
JAMES  A.  MULHEARN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  L .  J .  Mulheam 
PAUL  ARCENEAUX 
by  St.  James  UMC,  Marrero 
JOHN  RINEHART 
by  Mrs.  H.  B.  Maxwell 
KURT  ALLAN  THOMPSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stephen  H.  Cordiil 
MRS.  MABLE  WILSON 
by  Athens  UMC 
REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Oscar  &  Beth  Ogdvie 
EDGAR  H.  GREENE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Spencer 

(To  be  continued) 
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The  recent  anneal  choir  tour  mode  by  two  youth 
choirs  of  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  included  per¬ 
formances  at  (c^ove,  left)  La  Trinidod  Church  in 
Son  Antonio,  where  the  60  young  folk  were  served 
an  authentic  Mexican  dinner.  In  addition  to  other 


performances  the  group  visited  the  LBJ  Library  ot 
the  University  of  Texas,  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  at  Waco  or»d  other  places  of  interest.  They 
ore  shown  (in  center  photo)  before  the  Alamo  in 
Son  Antonio,  ond  (right)  at  First  Church,  Richard¬ 
son,  Tex.,  where  they  presented  a  concert  under  the 


direction  of  Mr.  Patrick  Selby,  with  Mrs.  Ann 
Hawkins  at  the  organ.  Coordinators  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  T.  Green,  Director  of  Youth  Work  Mrs.  Bonnie 
Perry,  and  Pastor  J.  J.  Caraway,  accompanied  the 
group. 


The  thirty  youth  and 
counselors  from  First 
Church,  Houma,  shown 
at  right  recently  made  a 
sightseeing  trip  to  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  and  Pike’s 
Peak.  They  spent 
several  days  at  Singin’ 
River  Ranch,  Evergreen, 
Colo.,  and  visited  Den¬ 
ver.  Six  adults  including 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jerome 
Cain  accompanied  the 
group. 


The  youth  of  Lasseigne  Memorial  Church,  LaPlace  (shown  above)  recently  sponsored  a  Pancake 
Breakfast  which  netted  enough  for  a  Mission  Tour.  Under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Wes  Towner 
(center,  front)  the  group  presented  a  special  musical  program  at  their  home  church,  and  at 
Lutcher  United  Methodist  Church  in  two  separate  services  on  Sunday  morning,  July  9.  The  tour, 
which  began  the  following  day  included  a  visit  to  Dulac  Indian  Mission  where  they  assisted 
with  work  in  the  Daycare  Center  and  helped  with  painting  and  repair  work.  They  presented 
their  musical  program  in  Meridian,  Miss.,  Clifton,  Tenn.,  Nashville,  Spring  Hill,  Tenn.,  and 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.  In  Nashville  they  toured  Boards  and  Agencies  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  visited  The  Hermitage,  Scarritt  and  Vanderbilt  Universities. 


LEFT:  Members  of  the  youth  group  of  Broad¬ 

moor  Church  in  Shreveport  in  the  church  gym 
prior  to  their  departure  for  the  Bahama  Islands. 
(Facing  camera)  Nancy  Hurley,  Stacey  Mark, 
Becky  Hurley  and  Lisa  Jolley. 


Haynesville  UMYFers  loading  up 
to  head  home  after  a  four-day 
trip  to  Destin  Beach,  Florida. 


The  youth  of  Franklin  First  Church  who  participated 
in  Student  Recognition  services  recently.  Bibles 
were  presented  to  high  school  graduates.  Miss 
Kathi  Breazeale  is  summer  youth  director;  the  Rev. 
C.  R.  McCammon  is  pastor. 


“‘Grace  Notes  Ensemble”  of  Grace  Church, 
Ruston,  singers  at  morning  worship.  The 
Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  is  pastor. 
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10- Day 

Holy  Land  and  Rome 
Tour 

$749  includes  everything!  Octo¬ 
ber  30,  1973  departure  date. 

Tour  Director  is  Donald  E. 
Wildmon,  one  of  the  best  quali¬ 
fied  and  most  experienced  di¬ 
rectors  of  Holy  Land  tours  in 
America.  His  seventh  tour  to 
lead.  Mr.  Wildmon  is  a  United 
Methodist  minister.  References 
available.  Compare  this  tour 
with  any  other.  Write  for  bro¬ 
chure  and  information; 

Donald  E.  Wildmon 

Five  Star  Tours 

P.O.  Box  1368 

Tupelo,  Mississippi  28801 

Phone  601-844-4500 

Ministers:  Inquire  about  our  Tour 

Host  Program  on  your  Letterhead. 
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Attending  the  National  Laity  Conference  in  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
July  13-15  were  (left  to  right):  Mrs.  Ardelia  Scott,  Bastrop;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sam  Populus,  New  Orleans;  Mrs.  Rodney  Young  and  Mr. 
Young,  Crowley;  Samuel  Johnson,  New  Orleans;  Arthur  Robertson, 
Sr.,  New  Orleans  and  Cecil  Bland  of  the  Conference  Office  in 
Shreveport. 


Over  3000  gather  for 

National  Laity  Conference  by  Cecu  Biand 

Over  3,000  men,  women  and  teen  An  outstanding  program  was  led  by 


age  youth  gathered  on  the  campus  of 
Purdue  University  at  Lafayette,  Indi¬ 
ana  the  weekend  of  July  13-14-15  to 
take  part  in  the  first  National  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Laity,  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  through  the  division 
of  Lay  Life  and  Work.  This  program 
replaced  the  Conference  of  Methodist 
Men  sponsored  by  the  former  General 
Board  of  the  Laity. 

There  were  eight  representatives 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Char¬ 
les  Capillon,  an  active  worker  in  the 
New  Orleans  District  Board  of  the 
Laity,  passed  away  last  December  af¬ 
ter  he  had  made  definite  plans  to  at¬ 
tend  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Sloan  to  be 
Consultant  in 
Council  office 

Dr.  Bentley  Sloan,  who  retired  at 
this  past  annual  Conference  session 
after  serving  as  pastor  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  voluntary  position  of  Con¬ 
sultant  to  the  Conference  Director  of 
Education.  Dr.  Sloan  will  help  in  the 
area  of  leadership  education  for  the 
church  and  church  school. 

Dr.  Sloan  served  four  years  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Alexandria.  Prior 
to  that,  he  was  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent  for  six  years.  From 
1948  to  1963,  he  served  as  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Education.  In  this  capacity  he  headed 
the  office  that  eventually  became  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  loc¬ 
ated  on  the  campus  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  Shreveport. 

After  serving  42  years  in  the  active 
ministry  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sloan  have  re¬ 
tired  and  are  residing  at  970  Audubon 
Place  in  ShreveptMt. 


such  persons  as  Bill  Mann,  nationally 
known  song  leader  from  Dallas,  Tex.; 
Ms.  Gene  E.  Maxwell,  deaconess  and 
Women’s  Division  staff  member,  from 
Denver;  the  folk-singing  team  of  Tom 
Page  and  Jim  Sloan,  widely  known  as 
“Dust  and  Ashes,”  Dr.  Earnest  A. 
Smith,  head  of  the  Division  of  Human 
Relations  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society;  Dr.  Edwin  P. 
Blair,  Adjunct  Professor  of  New  Testa¬ 
ment  Interpretation  at  Garrett  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary;  and  Mr.  Louis  R. 
Mobley,  formerly  with  IBM,  now  pri¬ 
vate  consultant  in  leadership  and  or¬ 
ganization  development. 

The  program  climaxed  Sunday  with 
an  electrifying  presentation  by  Lt. 
Colonel  Gilbert  Neil  Amelio,  artist, 
sculptor,  poet,  athlete,  performer  and 
composer,  who  sculpted  the  head  of 
Christ  in  clay  while  dramatizing  the 
crucifixion. 
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(Related  article  on  page  10) 


SPECIAL  MEETINGS 
AT  ANNUAL  LAY  RETREAT 

The  1000  Club  Policy  Com¬ 
mittee  will  meet  at  5  p.m.,  Satur¬ 
day,  July  28,  in  the  Centenary 
Room,  Centenary  College  Cafe¬ 
teria.  The  subject  will  be  a  study 
of  the  1000  Club  By-Laws.  This 
is  the  regular  supper  hour  at  the 
Retreat. 

In  addition,  all  persons  attend¬ 
ing  the  Annual  Lay  Retreat  are 
invited  to  attend  an  informal 
general  meeting  following  the 
Saturday  evening  program  sea¬ 
son,  to  hear  the  latest  informa¬ 
tion  from  members  of  the  Struc¬ 
ture  Study  Committee  of  the 
Conference. 
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Evangelism  knows  no  season.  Some  decades  ago  it  was  thougjit  that 
summer  was  the  only  time  for  evangelistic  effort,  and  the  annual  revival  or 
protracted  meeting  was  held  either  out  in  the  open,  under  a  tent,  or  beneath 
a  brush  arbor.  Often  it  was  held  in  a  church  and  was  a  union  experience 
among  several  friendly  denominations .  The  alteration  of  our  understand¬ 
ing  of  evangelism  and  the  widely  expanded  methodology  have  changed  the 
picture.  Still  evangelism  is  the  heart  of  the  church's  wlmess  in  life.  The 
sharing  of  the  Good  News,  in  whatever  form  or  by  whatever  method,  is  true 
evangelism .  There  has  been  a  lot  of  fuzziness  in  recent  years  about  the 
meaning  of  the  term  "evangelism",  and  some  have  sought  to  take  this  time- 
honored  word  and  invest  it  with  new  and  different,  even  contradictory  mean¬ 
ings  .  However,  it  simply  means  sharing,  proclaiming,  making  known  the 
Good  News  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

1  welcomed  the  experience  in  the  Monroe  District,  where  the  pri¬ 
mary  goal  was  to  motivate  every  individual  church  person  to  evangelistic 
endeavor.  Five  days  and  nights  of  glorious  evangelistic  witness  character¬ 
ized  this  fine  meeting.  We  look  forward  to  the  "We  Care"  mission  in  In- 
fayette,  and  to  many  of  the  other  good  works  being  sponsored  now  by  various 
district  superintendents  and  the  Conference  Board  of  Evangelism .  One  of 
our  district  superintendents  wrote  recently  that  he  was  holding  four  re¬ 
vivals  this  summer  and  early  fall.  All  over  world -wide  Methodism  a  rather 
shaky  and  uncertain  evangelistic  stance  is  now  giving  way  to  a  more  solid 
and  affirmative  position.  Everywhere  you  hear  the  notes  of  advance,  and  on 
every  hand  you  sense  a  new  confidence  rising  in  the  church.  It  is  a  beauti¬ 
ful  day  for  our  Methodism  . 

Several  days  ago  the  Reverend  Andy  Foreman  was  in  my  office  to  talk 
about  some  evangelistic  work.  He  had  held  a  revival  in  the  town  of  Start, 
Louisiana,  and  it  has  been  a  good  one.  Brother  Foreman  resides  at  2221 
Filmore,  in  New  Orleans,  70122,  and  is  established  in  the  Elysian  Fields 
Church,  where  the  Reverend  Tom  Bergeron  and  the  fine  official  board  there 
offered  facilities  there  for  Brother  Foreman's  conference -wide  evangelistic 
work.  I  am  told  that  Brother  Foreman  does  a  splendid  job.  He  can  be  called 
upon  at  any  time  for  help  in  your  parish . 

Every  church  needs  to  have  its  Commission  on  Membership  and  Evan¬ 
gelism  functioning  thoroughly  and  smoothly.  Whatever  else  does  or  doesn't 
function,  that  Commission  ought  to  be  well -organized  and  operating.  True 
evangelism  knows  no  season.  There  is  a  spiritual  hunger  that  may  be 
noticed  all  over  the  world  today,  and  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  available 
to  satisfy  that  hunger.  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world",  and  let  us  together  do 
what  the  Master  said. 


Faithfully, 


August  12  gifts  to  benefit 

Peoples’  Community  Center,  New  Orleans 

Sunday,  August  12,  1973  has  been  set  aside  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
as  “Peoples’  Community  Center  Day,”  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  through 
the  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  for  support  of  this  Conference  Mis¬ 
sion  institution.  Miss  J.  Vemita  Booker  of  New  Orleans,  chairman  of  the  Pub¬ 
licity  Committee,  has  requested  some  of  the  board  members  to  write  articles 
describing  the  purpose,  the  work  and  the  history  of  the  Center. 

The  following  is  the  first  of  these  articles  written  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Board,  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  superintendent,  New  Orleans  District: 

In  1972  Peoples  Methodist  Community  Center  took  cognizance  of  its  50th 
year  of  service  to  its  constituency.  With  Miss  Dorothy  Chapman,  administra¬ 
tor,  Department  of  Community  Centers  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  as 
the  main  speaker,  those  assembled  were  taken  back  across  the  years  as  they 
shared  anew  in  the  physical  development  of  this  facility  from  a  frame,  two- 
storied  structure  to  the  present  brick  plant  whose  architectural  design  earned  a 
special  award  for  the  architectural  firm. 

More  important,  has  been  the  service  rendered  by  the  Center  across  these 
years.  Many  a  family  has  seen  its  children  provided  day  care,  summer  camp, 
early  school  training  and  other  types  of  specialized  care  during  these  years. 
Young  men  and  women  in  various  pursuits  are  proud  to  say  that  they  got 
started  at  Peoples  Center. 

This  institution  has  contributed  very  largely  to  the  solidarity  of  family 
life.  Unofficial  counseling  sessions  with  parents,  efforts  to  help  families  through 
its  social  service  efforts,  putting  parents  in  touch  with  the  responsible  commun¬ 
ity  agencies  which  could  help  families  meet  knotty  problems,  and  making  the 
Center  facilities  available  for  various  community  meetings  and  enterprises 
have  been  hallmarks  of  the  services  identification  of  the  Peoples  Center. 

This  evidence  of  social  concern  on  the  part  of  the  black  Methodists  more 
than  50  years  ago  is  challenged  by  the  needs  of  today  which  are  just  as  strong 
and  needed,  although  different.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  United 
Methodists  in  1973  are  just  as  concerned  about  their  fellowmen  as  were  black 
United  Methodists  in  1922.  Therefore,  churches  and  organizations  within  the 
bounds  of  our  Annual  Conference  are  urged  to  give  support  to  this  Advance 
Special  project  located  at  2019  Simon  Bolivar  Avenue,  New  Orleans,  La., 
70113,  the  Rev.  William  R,  London,  Jr.,  Director. 
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Related  article  on  page  2 


A  Service  of  Consecration  was  held  on  July  15  at  the  Lacombe 
Church  for  Ensenot  Hall,  new  education  bui Iding  named  in  memory 
of  the  late  Dr.  Henry  Ensenat,  a  former  pastor  of  the  Lacombe 
Church.  Shown  above  are  Mrs.  Henry  Ensenat,  Wilbur  Ensenat, 
the  Rev.  William  B.  Fraser,  superintendent  of  the  Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  the  Rev.  Lewis  Ovenshire,  pastor  of  the  Pearl  River- 
Lacombe  charge.  Other  members  of  the  Ensenat  family  were 
honored  guests  at  the  service.  The  new  structure  houses  class 
rooms,  a  church  office  and  pastor’s  study.  Mr.  Lewis  Leatherbury, 
Robert  Arthurs  and  other  laymen  worked  long  hours  in  building 
the  new  addition. 
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Peoples’  Methodist 
Community  Center 

The  second  Sunday  in  August  pro¬ 
vides  an  opportunity  for  every  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  in  Louisiana  to  witness 
to  the  lordship  of  Christ  by  putting  his 
faith  into  action  and  making  a  gitt  of 
love  for  the  ministry  of  Peoples’  Meth¬ 
odist  Community  Center. 

Located  on  one  of  the  major  tho¬ 
roughfares  of  New  Orleans  which 
moves  into  the  civic  and  business  area, 
Peoples’  Center  stands  in  the  heart  of 
the  Central  City  Target  Area.  On  the 
occasion  of  its  Fiftieth  Anniversary  in 
July,  1972,  friends  and  well-wishers  of 
the  Center  remembered  its  past  direc¬ 
tors,  the  late  Reverends  J.  C.  Calvin, 
G.  W.  Carter,  W.  S.  P.  Norris,  W.  T. 
Handy,  Sr.,  R.  W.  Calvin  and  N.  P. 
Perry,  accepted  the  challenge  present¬ 
ed  by  Miss  Dorothy  Chapman  to  serve 
the  changing  age;  and  listened  to  pro¬ 
jections  by  its  director,  the  Rev.  W. 
R.  London,  Jr. 

During  the  past  year  progress  has 
been  made.  Some  repairs  have  been 
made.  Better  community  relationships 
are  evident.  Some  pastors  have  included 
a  tour  of  the  Center  in  training  for 
their  confirmation  classes.  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  our  women’s  work  have  vis¬ 
ited  and  contributed.  But,  there  is 
much  to  be  done.  Real  support,  ex¬ 
panded  facilities,  additional  staff,  vol¬ 
unteers  and  the  like  can  help  People’s 


MONROE  DISTRICT  CRUSADE 

Over  1500  persons  attended  the 
first  Service  in  the  Evangelistic 
Crusade  being  held  this  week  in 
the  Monroe  District.  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield  is  the  principal 
speaker  in  the  Crusade  which  is 
being  held  in  the  Civic  Center 
Theater  and  at  the  Delhi  Church 
and  the  Oak  Grove  Church. 


Center  minister  to  the  real  needs  of 
the  whole  person  and  help  build  a  bet¬ 
ter  world  by  improving  the  area  which 
it  serves. 

You  can  make  the  future  happen  at 
Peoples’  Methodist  Community  Cen¬ 
ter  by  doing  what  needs  to  be  done 
today,  so  that  there  will  be  a  tomor¬ 
row.  Begin  now.  Urge  your  church  to 
make  a  representative  contribution  on 
the  second  Sunday  in  August,  which 
has  been  designated  as  PMCC  Day. 
On  this  day  make  your  response  to 
God’s  call  to  service.  Many  will  bene¬ 
fit  from  your  support. 

“Called  from  worship  unto  service 
forth  in  thy  dear  name  we  go; 

To  the  child,  the  youth,  the  aged 

Love  in  living  deeds  to  show. 

Hope  and  wealth,  good  will  and 
comfort 

Counsel,  aid  and  peace  we  give. 

That  thy  children  Lord, 

May  thy  mercy  know  and  live. 

— J.  Vernita  Booker 
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LEFT:  The  Rev.  S.  Burl 
Dampier,  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
bert  C.  August  and  the 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow, 
Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent,  study 
plans  for  the  Scott  Chapel 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
of  which  Mr.  August  is 
the  pastor. 


Clergymen  and  laymen  photographed  during  second  planning  session 
for  Lafayette  citywide  "Minister’s  We  Care  Mission’’  (left  to  right, 
STANDING)  The  Rev.  Carey  Martin,  Conference  secretary  of  Evan¬ 
gelism;  the  Rev.  Joe  McClain  of  Amite,  chairman  of  Evangelism 
Board;  the  Rev.  Gary  Van  Horn,  pastor  of  Davidson  Memorial  Church; 
Bill  Calhoun  of  First  Church;  the  Rev.  Jerry  Means,  pastor  of  First 
Church;  (SEATED)  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway,  pastor  of  Asbury  Church, 
the  Rev.  Les  Thompson,  pastor  of  Ivanhoe  Church;  Jack  Parrish  of 
Asbury  Church;  the  Rev.  Ricky  Hebert,  associate  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Moody  Phillips  of  First  Church. 


Citywide  “We  Care  Mission” 
planned  in  Lafayette 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Evangelism,  in  cooperation  with  the 
five  United  Methodist  churches  of 
Lafayette,  will  sponsor  what  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  first  city-wide  “Minis¬ 
ters’  We  Care  Mission,”  according  to 
the  Rev.  Carey  Martin  of  Denham 
Springs,  executive  secretary  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Evangelism. 

Scheduled  for  Sept.  30-Oct.  3,  the 
mission  will  begin  on  Sunday,  Sept. 
30  with  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  and 
Dr.  Robert  Harrington  preaching  at 
worship  services  to  be  held  at  First 
Church  and  at  Asbury  Church.  On 


Sunday  evening,  125  participating 
ministers  will  be  assigned  to  the 
churches  they  will  serve  during  the 
special  evangelistic  effort,  and  Bishop 
Crutchfield  will  officiate  at  a  Service 
of  Consecration  and  laying-on-of- 
hands. 

During  the  period  every  United 
Methodist  family  in  the  city  of  Lafay¬ 
ette  will  receive  a  letter,  a  phone  call 
and  a  visit  from  an  assigned  minister. 
The  mission  will  conclude  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  Oct.  3  with  an  evaluation  by  the 
participating  ministers. 
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The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry 
Robertson  of  Thibodaux 
were  recently  certified  as 
trained  instructors  for 
Bi  /  Polar  Personal 
Growth  Seminars  through 
a  program  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the 
Ministry.  The  training 
was  received  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas.  The  Robertsons 
are  shown  at  the  right 
with  the  Rev.  Robert  Ed 
Taylor,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  chaplain. 


NOTICE:  CONFERENCE  BOARDS  AND  AGENCIES 

Delays  in  mail  delivery  in  Louisiana,  particularly  bulk  mail,  is  caus¬ 
ing  some  problems  at  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Office  in 
Shreveport.  In  recent  instances.  First  Class  mail  has  taken  up  to  4  days 
to  reach  its  destination;  bulk  mail  (Third  Class)  has  required  up  to  19 
days. 

The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  co-director  of  the  Council  has  requested 
the  following: 

All  Conference  Boards  and  Agencies  are  asked  to  allow  at  least  one 
month  (30  days)  prior  time  for  the  Conference  office  to  prepare  and  mail 
their  notices.  Two  months  would  be  even  better. 

The  Conference  Office  in  Shreveport  serves  as  an  information  source 
for  the  entire  Conference  through  its  printing  and  mailing  facilities.  Let¬ 
ters,  memoranda,  notices  and  brochures  are  prepared  throughout  the  year 
for  the  convenience  of  the  various  Conference  Boards  and  Agencies  to 
inform  both  their  membership  and  the  pastors  and  various  lay  leadership 
in  local  churches  of  various  events  upcoming  on  the  Conference  Calendar. 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  "From  Our  Readers*’  column.  Page  9) 


BENDING  OVER  BACKWARD 

It  becomes  harder  each  day  for  thinking  Americans  to  resist  the 
temptation  to  draw  conclusions,  render  verdicts  and  all  but  pronounce 
sentence  concerning  the  persons  involved  in  the  Watergate  affair. 

In  regard  to  confessed  illegal  activities  and  in  regard  to  those  crim¬ 
inal  acts  which  are  matters  of  factual  record,  we  are  right  to  be  morally 
indignant.  God  save  us  when  we  lose  this  sensitivity.  But  in  instances 
where  the  testimony  in  these  hearings  reflects  only  one  side  of  a  story, 
or  even  two  sides  of  a  many-sided  story,  we  must  bend  over  backwards 
to  remember  a  basic  principle  upon  which  our  nation  of  laws  is  founded: 
that  a  person  is  presumed  innocent  until,  through  due  process  of  law  and 
court  trial  (and  not  by  a  hearing  alone),  he  is  proved  to  be  guilty. 

No  matter  how  conclusive  and  how  damning  the  evidence  may  seem, 
this  principle  must  hold.  It  seems  that  we  need  to  be  reminded  of  this. 
What  we  are  witnessing  on  TV  are  hearings  and  not  a  trial  and  we  are 
not  a  jury  to  pronounce  sentence  upon  untried  individuals.  To  be  sure, 
we  must  abhor  the  national  moral  degeneracy  which  has  made  such  acts 
possible.  We  are  involved  spectators  at  an  unbelievable  scene  reflecting 
a  heart-breaking  moral  decay.  And  we  are  spectators  with  a  vital  vested 
interest  at  stake  —  the  very  soul  of  our  nation.  But  if  we  allow  our  moral 
indignity  to  move  us  to  lynch -mob  mentality,  then  we  commit  errors  as 
grievous  as  those  we  condemn. 

The  above  in  no  way  suggests  a  whitewash  of  the  grave  admitted 
wrongs  the  hearings  have  unearthed.  Nor  does  it  wink  at  the  perjury 
which  may  have  been  committed  before  the  Watergate  committee.  Nor 
does  it  reflect  any  less  indignity  over  the  sordid  catalogue  of  criminal 
activities  unearthed  by  the  hearings. 

The  point  here  is,  to  repeat,  to  underline  the  vital  importance  of  a 
fundamental  right  assured  to  any  and  every  American  who  may  be  sus¬ 
pected  or  accused  of  criminal  activity:  the  right  of  fair  trial  by  due  process 
of  law.  This  holds  for  the  accused  rapist,  tax  evader,  traffic  violator,  mur- 
dprer  or  for  the  suspected  President  of  the  United  States  or  for  you  or 
for  me. 

The  hearings  must  go  on,  no  matter  how  long  they  take,  until  as 
much  of  tile  truth  as  can  be  known  is  known.  No  matter  how  “tired”  we 
become  of  the  whole  thing,  the  Christian  above  all  persons,  should  re¬ 
member  how  tired  God  has  been  of  all  wrong-doing  and  sin  for  some 
centuries  now. 

It  is  entirely  possible  that  the  whole  thing  may  yet  be  used  redemp- 
tively.  At  least  this  is  the  hope  that  Christians  hold  for  all  human  tragedy, 
sorrow  and  sin.  One  of  the  very  real  opportunities  and  responsibilities  of 
the  church  in  this  moment  may  well  be  to  listen  and  learn  just  how  God 
wants  to  use  us  toward  such  a  redemptive  end  in  this  national  tragedy. 


Let's  hear  it  from  Number  One 

The  Watergate  matter  and  all  attendant  issues  have  reached  such  a 
state  that  “presidential  privilege”  and  “executive  immunity”  should  no^ 
take  second  place  to  .  a  higher  moral  consideration:  the  need  to  authenti¬ 
cate  the  credibility  and  integrity  of  the  President  himself. 

To  be  sure  there  are  some  fine  legal  points  at  issue.  But  so  are 
there  some  fine  moral  points  at  issue  as  well.  Surely  no  technical  inter¬ 
pretation  of  powers  can  be  allowed  to  compound  the  crisis  created  by 
the  loss  of  faith  in  their  President  that  many  Americans  are  now  experi¬ 
encing.  ... 

The  time  has  come  for  us  to  hear  from  President  Nixon  on  Water¬ 
gate.  Precedent  has  been  set  for  Presidential  appearance  before  a  con-  , 
gressional  committee  of  enquiry.  Other  critical  domestic  and  foreign  mat¬ 
ters  are  begging  for  our  attention.  Even  more  important  is  that  our  Pres¬ 
ident  clear  the  air  on  Watergate.  . 

K  a  peace  with  honor  is  possible  in  the  Watergate  war,  now  is  the 
time  to  move  for  it.  It  seems  that  President  Nixon  should  have  something 
to  say  to  us  about  it  all.  We  are  in  terrible  need  of  hearing  from  him. 

J.S.W. 

t 


0^^ 


"Come  one  of  these  days  .  . 

It  had  been  a  rough  day  down  at  the  orchard  and  Adam  was  bushed. 
He  could  hardly  wait  to  get  home,  take  off  his  boots,  change  into  an  old 
comfortable  fig  leaf  and  settle  down  with  his  new  issue  of  “It’s  a  Man’s 
World,”  his  favorite  weekly.  ;  . 

He  rehearsed  once  again  his  opening  lines  on  arriving  home:  “Now 
don’t  you  give  me  any  more  of  your  lip,  Evie,  or  it ’s  back  to  the  cider 
mill  with  you  for  another  hitch!”  He  chuckled  to  himself  —  something 
he  hadn’t  done  much  of,  since  those  meetings  began  — “That  really  ought 
to  get  her.” 

You  had  to  admire  old  Adam.  He  really  knew  how  to  handle  his 
woman.  Or,  to  put  it  more  accurately,  he  really  knew  how  to  handle 
y/oman;  for  up  to  this  point,  she  was  the  only  one  around.  But  being  a 
wise  man  Adam  knew  that  come  one  of  these  days  the  whole  country 
would  be  running  wild  with  them  and  he  had  some  pretty  important  bus¬ 
iness  at  hand.  Whole  multitudes'  of  males  were,,  he  envisioned,  looking 
to  him  to  lay  down  some  guidelines,  hard  and  fast,  and  to  do  it  now  — 
quick. 

“It  was  those  meetings.  It  all  began  with  those  meetings.”  Adam 
continued  his  m  usings  as  he  made  his  way  home.  This  business  of  having 
tq  fix  his  own  supper,  tidy  up  the  place,  do  this  and  then  do  that  and 
so  forth  had  gotten  a  bit  out  of  hand.  And  this  silly  bit  about  having  to 
call  her  “Ms.  Eve”!  That  was  too  much.  Adam  stumbled  gingerly  as  he 
tried  to  kick  a  snake  out  of  the  path. 

“Hi,  dearie!”  It  was  Eve.  She  was  getting  home  just  as  Adam  reached 
the  front  door.  He  went  on  in  first,  letting  Eve  catch  the  door.  She  seemed 
to  like  it  better  this  way  since  those  meetings  had  begun.  .  .  “Blast  those 
meetings,  anyway,”  thought  Adam,  wincing  as  he  reached  for  his  side. 
“Those  dad-gum  pains  again,”  he  thought  to  himself.  He  used  to  laugh 
about  it;  used  to  say  that  “the  Management  really  gave  me  a  good  rib¬ 
bing  .  .  but  it  wasn ’t  the  same  chuckle  now,  since  those  meetings  had 
begun  .... 

Eve’s  voice  brought  him  back:  “What’s  for  supper,  honey?”  “Oh  — 
ah  —  I  really  haven’t  given  it  much  thought,  honey.  I  just  got  in,  you 
know  .  .  .”  Ad  was  really  having  a  rough  time  with  this  new  role.  “Just 
so  you  don’t  bum  the  figs  again,”  Eve  returned,  not  realizing  just  how 
too-much  this  was. 

“That  does  it!  That  really  does  it!”  shouted  Ad  as  he  ripped  off 
his  apron,  threw  it  on  the  floor  and  stomped  out  the  door.  Once  out  in 
the  night  he  shook  his  fist  toward  the  heavens,  threw  back  his  head  and 
let  out  a  long,  loud,  slow,  deliberate  and  demanding  petition  that  rever¬ 
berated  down  the  centuries: 

“I  .  :  .  WANT  .  .  .  MY  .  .  .  RIB  .  .  .  BACK  !  ” 

Startled  at  his  own  brashness,  Adam  was  overwhelmed  by  the  silence 
that  followed,  hanging  in  the  air  like  an  eternity.  He  thought  to  himself, 
“Well  this  time.  Ad  old  boy,  you  blew  it;  I  mean  you  really  blew  it!” 

Then  it  came.  The  voice,  this  time,  sounded  more  benevolent,  than 
usual: 

“Adam  .  .  .  (pause).  .  .  Adam,  you  make  sense,  boy. 

Give  me  a  little  more  time.  I’m  thinking  about  it  .  .  .” 


J.S.W. 


Bad  Dream 


As  one  who  makes  attempts  at  being  a  preacher,  I’m  glad  I  don’t 
know  who  said  this:  “I’ve  never  heard  a  sermon  I  didn’t  get  something 
out  of,,  but  I’ve  had  some  pretty  close  calls.” 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Addressing  200  educators  from  65  Southern  Baptist 
schools.  Dr.  D.  Elton  Trueblood,  a  Quaker  author, 
said  that  Christian  colleges  must  tighten  their  stand¬ 
ards  in  such  areas  as  chapel  attendance  and  personal 
morality.  The  former  professor  of  philosophy  and 
religion  at  Earlham  College  said:  “Complete  free¬ 
dom,  if  it  is  empty  freedom,  always  leads  to  decay. 
Freedom  must  not  be  empty,  it  must  be  controlled 
by  an  ultimate  purpose.”  Although  voluntary  chapel 
is  theoretically  better  than  compulsory  attendance, 
he  maintained,  it  doesn’t  work. 

In  its  current  newsletter,  the  Jewish  Fabran- 
gen  Community  in  Wastogton,  D.  C.,  listed 
six  general  questions  “for  all  American  Jews 
to  ask  ourselves,”  which  included  one  on  non- 
Jews,  phrased  as  follows:  “Do  we  owe  it  to  our 
Jewish  sense  of  justice  as  well  as  good  tactics 
to  raise  also  the  question  of  Soviet  heatment 
of  independent-minded  writers;  Baptists,  who 
also  suffer  religious  oppression;  Ukrainians, 
who  also  suffer  national  oppression;  and  work¬ 
ers  who  are  denied  the  right  to  strike?”  A  fol¬ 
low-up  question  asked,  “Can  most  Soviet  Jews 
ever  be  really  free  if  these  others  don’t  become 
free?” 

The  Vatican  Congregation  for  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Church  has  issued  a  “declaration”  in  defense  of  the 
Catholic  doctrine  on  the  Church  against  certain 
“errors  of  the  present  day.”  The  document,  “ratified 
and  confirmed  by  Pope  Paul  VI,”  concerns  among 
other  issues,  the  unity  of  Christ’s  Church,  the  infal¬ 
libility  of  the  universal  Church  and  of  the  Catholic 
Church’s  magisterium  or  teaching  authority,  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  dogmatic  formulas  employed  by  ancient 
Church  councils,  and  the  priesthood  of  Christ. 

“It  may  be  asking  a  lot  (rf  a  campmg  pro^m. 
But  there’s  one  coming  up  that  wHl  be  history 
making,  precedent-settfhg  and,  it  is  li^ed, 
gloom-do’om  dispelling,”  says  a  l^e  Nation^ 
Council  of  Churches  bulletin.  From  Aug.  11- 
19,  40  children  and  youths  from  New  York, 
City,  Newark  and  the  Oranges  (m  N.J.)  who 
have  sickle  cell  anemia,  will  share  in  a  first  uni¬ 
que  camping  experience  at  NCC’s  Camp  Winni 
on  Lake  Winnipesaukee  in  New  Hampshire. 

Speaking  at  a  Presbyterian  Consultation  on  World 
Hunger,  Frank  G.  Harrington,  vice  president  in 
charge  of  social  responsibility  for  the  Insurance 
Company  of  North  America  said:  “Our  common 
sense  tells  us  that  historical  forces  won’t  long  per¬ 
mit  one  nation,  with  6  percent  of  the  world’s  f>opu- 
lation,  to  continue  to  consume  a  third  of  the  world’s 
resources.”  “Our  common  sense,”  Harrington  con¬ 
tinued,  “tells  us  that  science  alone  will  not  provide 
the  answer  to  a  world  shortage  of  food  —  that  a 
philosophy  of  sharing  and  helping  must  go  hand  in 
hand  with  technology.” 

The  American  right  to  privacy  is  being  “whittled 
away  by  the  federal  government,”  charges  Sen. 
Sam  J.  Ervin,  Jr.  (N.C.)  in  an  article  written 
for  A.D.,  the  monthly  magazine  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  chairman  of  both  the  Senate  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Constitutional  Rights  and  the 
Select  Committee  investigating  the  Watergate 
scandal,  said  that  the  right  to  privacy  is  not 
“directly  expressed  in  the  words  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  itself”  but  is  embedded  in  the  framework 
of  constitutional  government  and  reflected  in 
the  First  Amendment  and  upheld  by  judicial 
decisions  ...” 


“Store  managers  can  now  be  expected  to  be  more 
responsive  to  the  tastes  and  reading  preferences  of 
their  total  communities,  rather  than  catering  to  the 
baser  instincts  of  a  few,”  said  J.  Allen  Brubaker, 
director  of  news  for  Mennonite  Broadcasts,  Inc.  In 
an  analysis  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court’s  June  21 
decision  on  pornography,  Mr.  Brubaker  said:  “The 
landmark  decision  of  the  Court  undoubtedly  makes 
managers  of  bookstores,  dru^  fairs,  supermarkets, 
and  other  businesses  handling  popular  reading  ma¬ 
terials  more  sensitive  to  total  community  interests 
and  needs.” 

Describing  intermarriage  as  “a  part  of  the  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  American  life,”  R^bi  Morton  M. 
Kanter  of  Detroit  declared  that  “an  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  meet  and  to  interact  with  a  couple  con¬ 
templating  a  mixed  marriage  is  a  retreat  from 
the  basic  openness  and  liberalness  that  exem¬ 
plified  the  Reform  movement  in  America.” 

Gulzarilal  Nanda,  a  former  Acting  Prime  Minister 
of  India  —  also  a  prominent  Hindu  religious  leader, 
told  some  50,000  followers  that  he  is  convinced  that 
“only  a  moral  regeneration  —  if  not  a  moral  revo¬ 
lution  —  will  save  India  from  the  despondency  and 
political  immorality  into  which  she  has  unfortunate¬ 
ly  fallen.”  Absolving  politicians  of  exclusive  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  current  state  of  affairs,  Mr.  Nanda 
declared:  “All  of  us  —  people  and  officials  alike  — 
are  equally  responsible.” 

Writing  in  the  journal.  Cl  News,  a  black  staff 
member  of  the  Christian  Institute  of  South  Af¬ 
rica,  said  that  Christianity  is  in  “a  pathological 
state”  in  South  Africa  today.  Dr.  Manas  Buth- 
elezi  called  for  the  estabBshment  of  a  black 
Christian  mission  to  whites,  whose  aims  would 
be  to  enable  the  white  man  to  share  God’s  love 
“as  it  had  been  uniquely  revealed  to  the  black 
man  in  circumstances  in  which  the  white  man 
docs  not  have  experience,”  and  to  work  for  the 
salvation  of  the  white  man,  “who  sorely  needs 
it.” 

Although  statistics  reveal  that  fewer  people  are  at¬ 
tending  church  in  England,  it  is  reported  that  the 
pealing  of  bells  calling  them  to  worship  shows  a 
continuing  upward  trend.  Since  the  war  many  young 
people  are  said  to  have  joined  the  ranks  of  the  cam¬ 
panologists,  as  bell  ringers  are  officially  called. 

Discussing  the  problems  of  the  sfeven  United  '  ^ 
Presbyterian  seminaries.  Dr.  Charles  E.  Mac- 
Kenzie,  president  of  Grove  City  CoHege,  (Pa.), 
challenged  the  seminaries  to  decide  whether 
they  are  responsiUe  to  the  Church  or  to  the 
secular  worid.  “If  the  senunaries  are  in  trouble 
today,”  warned  Dr.  MacKenzie,  “our  denomina¬ 
tion  will  be  in  deeper  trouWe  tomorrow,  for 
the  seminaries  are  the  womb  from  which  come 
the  leaders  of  our  Church.” 

Thirteen  U.S.  senators  have  introduced  a  joint  reso¬ 
lution  which  would  authorize  the  President  to  issue 
annually  a  proclamation  designating  Thanksgiving 
week  in  November  as  “National  Family  Week.”  Sen. 
Edward  J.  Gurney  (Fla.)  said  such  an  observance 
“cannot  promise  to  resolve  the  many  problems  that 
plague  the  family  in  America  today.  But  we  can 
focus  attention  on  this  institution,  its  strengths  and 
virtues  in  this  era  of  change.  And  we  can  enlist  the 
millions  of  American  parents  to  understand  the 
wants  and  needs  of  their  children,  and  we  can  prob¬ 
ably  encourage  the  children  to  understand  the  duties 
and  obligations  to  their  parents.” 

The  Christian  hope  of  unity  cannot  be  sep¬ 
arated  from  such  world  situations  as  social  jus¬ 
tice,  racial  discrimination,  handicapped  people 
and  cultural  differences,  according  to  Dr.  Ger¬ 
ald  F.  Moede,  a  United  Methodist  from  Eland, 
Wise,  and  secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Faith  and  Order  department.  “The 
Church  must  be  the  sign  of  the  unity  of  men,” 
Dr.  Moede  said  as  he  addressed  the  San  Diego 
regional  School  of  Christian  Missions  sponsored 
by  United  Methodist  Church  women. 
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“Statements  of  disappointed  clerics  indicate  that  they 
are  no  more  reconciled  to  the  separation  of  church 
and  state  in  1973  than  they  were  in  1971,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  Glenn  L.  Archer,  executive  director  of 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State.  “We  had  hoped  that  these  aggressive  clergy¬ 
men  would  forego  their  drive  for  public  funds  and 
abandon  their  efforts  to  scuttle  the  separation  of 
church  and  state,”  Archer  stated  in  a  July  12  bulle¬ 
tin,  and  declared  that  “Americans  United  will  con¬ 
tinue  its  strong  defense  of  this  basic  American 
principle.”  . 

“Nobody  is  saved  by  faith  in  the  chmxh,  it 
must  be  by  faith  hi  God,”  Dr.  Oswald  C.  J. 
Hoffman  of  International  Lutheran  Hour  fame 
told  1,000  youthful  delegates  taking  part  in  the 
52nd  convention  of  International  Christian  En¬ 
deavor  Society  in  Evanston,  Ind.  Also  address¬ 
ing  the  delegates,  the  Rev.  James  W.  DiRaddo, 
head  of  the  Manhattan  Clwistian  Youth  Service 
and  the  Christian  Counseling  Center  and  Psy- 
chothera{>y  Center  in  New  York,  said  evangel¬ 
ism  is  not  marketing,  like  the  selling  of  auto¬ 
mobiles  and  other  products,  and  that  a  Chris¬ 
tian  life  is  not  easy. 

The  Rev.  Ted  L.  Bradshaw  of  South  Waterboro, 
Maine  said  that  students  who  gather  in  school  for 
voluntary  prayer  are  not  in  violation  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  —  but  school  officials  seeking  to  stop  them 
may  be.  Following  notification  of  Massabesic  High 
School  officials  by  Maine’s  deputy  commissioner  of 
education  that  even  voluntary  prayers  are  unconsti¬ 
tutional  the  minister  commented  that,  “The  officials 
are  not  only  denying  the  students  their  right  to  free¬ 
ly  exercise  their  belief  in  Christ  but  are  denying 
them  their  right  to  assemble  freely.” 
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KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  Clarence  M.  Kelley,  the 
new  director  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investi¬ 
gation,  is  described  by  his  minister  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  as  "a  very  devout  Christian  who  takes 
his  religion  seriously.”  The  Rev.  Lawrence  W. 
Bash,  pastor  of  the  Country  Club  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  said  of  Mr.  Kelley; 
“In  spite  of  heavy  police  responsibilities,  he 
always  carried  out  his  church  responsibilities. 
He  took  communion  to  shut-ins,  worked  in  the 
stewardship  campaigns,  was  a  deacon  and  re¬ 
cently  was  elected  to  a  second  term  as  elder.’ 
Mr.  Kelley,  61,  is  a  former  FBI  agent  and  has 
served  as  Kansas  City’s  police  chief  for  12 
years.  He  took  the  oath  of  office  as  FBI  director 
on  July  10  in  ceremonies  headed  by  President 
Nixon.  Dr.  Bash  gave  the  invocation. 
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Junior  High  Number  Two  Tri-District  Camp  held  at  Camp  Brewer,  July  9- 
13.  Districts  represented  were  Alexandria,  Lafayette,  and  Natchitoches. 
The  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Davis  (center,  front),  pastor  of  Indian  Bayou-Kaplan 
Charge,  served  as  director. 

t 


Youth  of  First  Churchy 
Alexandria  active  in  mission 


'  The  Rev.  Willis  Dear  of  Slidell 
(facing  camera,  left  center)  leads 
;  discussion  group  at  Centenary. 

;  Youth  workshop 
;  at  Centenary 

i  Youth  and  adults  from  over  the 
I  Conference  "participated  in  a  Confer- 
[  j  ence  Week-end  workshop  at  Centenary 
I  I  College,  Shreveport,  July  13-15.  Per- 
sons  attending  were  given  skill  train- 
i  ing  in  the  use  of  various  creative  arts 
\  in  local  church  youth  ministry. 

•i 

i  I  THE  REV.  DANIEL  MOORE,  SR. 

I  :  The  Rev.  Daniel  Moore,  Sr.,  72, 
j  1807  Myrtle  St.,  Shreveport,  died  July 
'  11  after  a  sudden  illness. 

I  A  native  of  Bossier  Parish,  he  had 
lived  in  Shreveport  thirty-three  years 
i  and  was  pastor  of  Pilgrim  Rest  and 
^  Bradford  Chapel  United  Methodist 
■  churches  of  Minden  and  Belcher.  He 
i  retired  from  Libby-Owens  Ford  Co.  in 
:  1965. 

!  I  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
1  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg  at  Mt.  Zion 
I  United  Methodist  Church  of  Vance- 
j  ville.  Burial  was  in  the  church  ceme- 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Mrs.  Lille 
V  B.  Moore;  five  sons,  William  Moore, 
Daniel  Moore,  Jr.,  Levi  Moore,  El¬ 
bert  Moore  and  McArthur  Moore; 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  Johnnie  M.  Wil- 
.  liams,  Mrs.  Velma  L.  Frediev  and 
Lydia  M.  Moore;  a  sister,  Mrs.  Annie 

IB.  Moore;  two  brothers.  Will  Camp¬ 
bell  and  the  Rev.  William  Moore;  18 
grandchildren  and  seven  great-grand¬ 
children. 

Pallbearers  were  his  sons  and  grand¬ 
sons. 


Skill  training  areas  included  dance, 
music,  audio-visuals,  simulation  games, 
issue  exposure  and  group  building 
methods.  Each  local  church  youth  team 
was  trained  in  design  procedures  for 
their  local  UMY  program,  especially 
in  relation  to  the  use  of  the  skills  for 
the  weekend. 

Highlights  of  the  training  event 
were:  (1)  a  presentation  of  the  musical 
“Life”  by  the  youth  choir  at  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  followed  by  a  conversation 
with  the  director,  Mrs.  Ann  Nelson; 
(2)  evening  Bible  studies,  and  (3)  the 
closing  celebration  of  the  Christian 
community. 

The  leadership  team  included  the 
Rev.  Willis  Dear,  Randy  Woodland, 
both  of  Slidell;  Christine  Cerenzie, 
Pearl  River;  Martha  Lou  Carroll,  Nat¬ 
chitoches;  Princella  Wilson,  Monroe; 
James  Stewart,  the  Rev.  David  Pea¬ 
body,  Janet  Peabody,  the  Rev.  James 
Graham,  and  the  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  all 
of  Shreveport. 
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A  recent  issue  of  the  Alexandria 
Daily  Town  Talk  reported  that  junior 
and  senior  high  UMYF  members  of 
First  Church  in  that  city  “decided  not 
to  go  to  Mexico  this  year.  They  went 
to  Cheneyville  instead.”  Their  mission, 
as  reported  by  Helen  Derr,  Religion 
Editor  of  Town  Talk,  was  to  help  in  a 


renovation  project  at  the  century-old 
St.  Paul  church  on  Bayou  Boe^  in 
Cheneyville.  They  worked  for  a  week 
on  the  project  which  began  last  fall 
when  Mrs.  George  Tate,  chairman  of 
First  church’s  commission  on  missions 
responded  to  a  need  expressed  by  the 
Rev.  Alex  Johnson,  pastor  of  St.  Paul 
church  in  Cheneyville. 

There  followed  the  project  of  reno¬ 
vation  and  refurbishing  in  which  the 
W.S.C.S.,  Sunday  school  classes,  the 
evangelism  committee  and  the  youth  of 
the  Alexandria  church  shared  with  the 
40-member  congregation  in  Cheney¬ 
ville.  The  mem^rs  of  St.  Paul  paid 
for  and  put  down  a  new  floor  and  as¬ 
sisted  in  putting  on  the  new  roof  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Alexandria  church. 

This  has  been  but  one  of  the  many 
activities  of  the  youth  of  Alexandria’s 
First  church  during  this  summer.  The 
singing  group  “The  New  Gathering” 
has  visited  shut-ins  and  provided  other 
programs  in  the  church  and  commun¬ 
ity.  The  group  consists  of  seven  senior 
hi^  girls.  Their  counselor  is  Kathy 
Mier,  a  recent  graduate  of  Northwest¬ 
ern  Louisiana  University. 

An  ecology  project,  a  “Thursday 
Night  at  the  Movies”  series  and  a  trip 
to  the  Methodist  Camp  Grounds  at 
Biloxi  are  among  the  other  many 
events  planned  by  the  group.  The  Rev. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson  is  pastor  of  First 
Church  arid  the  Rev.  Larry  Hardison 
is  the  Minister  of  Education  and  Youth 
Worker. 


Who  says  you  have  to  be  old  to  crochet?  The  young  man  seems  to  be  out¬ 
stripping  his  elders  during  an  arts  and  crafts  session  at  Hughes  Methodist 
Center,  Baton  Rouge.  This  was  part  of  the  recent  Conference  Mission 
Tour  of  church  institutions  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area. 


The  Natchitoches  District  staff  was  hosted  at  its  recent  set-up 
meeting  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Jackson  at  their  camp  near  Campti. 
Attending  were  Jack  Midyett  (above  foreground,  facing  away),  Winn- 
field;  (from  his  left)  Henry  Blount,  Natchitoches  First;  Paul  Carroll, 
Coushatta;  District  Superintendent  Ed  Thomas;  Richard  Harry, 
Asbury  in  Natchitoches  and  Terry  Willis,  Ringgold.  Others  attending 
were  James  Jones,  Wesley  Foundation  in  Natchitoches;  John  Jack- 
son,  district  lay  leader  from  Winnfield;  Lillard  Bevill,  College 
Avenue  in  Natchitoches;  Don  Risinger,  Leesville;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bengs- 
ton,  UMW  district  president,  and  Ray  Branton,  co-director  of  the 
Area  Council  on  Ministries. 
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Banners  symbolizing  music  from  “Godspell”  were  mode  by  the  youth  of  University  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  presented  to  host  churches  on  their  singing  tour.  Above,  left:  Susan  and  Boonie  Von 
Brock  show  the  "Good  Gifts”  banner,  and  they  ore  assisted  by  Linda  Swanson  and  Ginger  Garner  in 
displaying  the  "Prepare  Ye  the  Way”  banner. 


UNIVERSITY  CHURCH  SINGERS 
TAKE  TWO- STATE  TOUR 

The  Chapel  Choir  of  over  50 
young  voices  of  the  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  performed  their  adaptation 
of  the  off- Broadway  hit  “Godspell” 
in  the  sanctuary  of  their  church, 
July  15.  This  preceded  a  two- 
state  tour  by  the  group. 

Members  of  the  choir  have  pre¬ 
pared  some  spectacular  banners 
symbolizing  the  several  numbers 
from  “Godspell.”  These  banners, 
pictured  above,  were  presented  to 
the  youth  groups  of  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  where  they 
performed.  Those  churches  in¬ 
cluded  Broadmoor,  Shreveport; 
Pollard  Memorial,  Tyler,  Texas; 
First  Church,  Dallas;  First 
Church,  Fort  Worth;  Northwest 
Hills  Church,  Austin,  and  Memorial 
Drive  Church  in  Houston. 

Mrs.  Esther  Socolofsky  is  the 
choir  director.  The  Rev.  C. 
Randal  James  was  the  tour  coor¬ 
dinator.  Dr.  Lamar  E.  Smith  is 
the  minister  at  University  Church. 


THE  ANNUAL  CHARGE-WIDE 
picnic  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Mitchell 
and  Pelican  Churches  will  be  held 
at  the  Mitchell  Church  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Aug.  1.  The  program  will 
begin  at  6:45  and  the  food  will  be 
served  at  7:30  p.m.  All  friends 
and  former  pastors  are  invited, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Jim  Con¬ 
stable. 


NEWS  and  NOTES 


REVIVAL  TIME  AT  BIRD’S 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
will  feature  the  Don  Boyett  and 
Dennis  Day  Evangelistic  Team  of 
Greenville,  Miss.  July  29  through 
Augusts  is  the  date  with  services 
daily  at  10:30  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Leon  Scott  is  pastor. 

YOUTH  SESSIONS  in  Southside 
Church,  Monroe,  were  held  July 
11,  12  and  13,  with  approximately 
40  attending.  Special  guest 
speakers  included  Richard  Wal¬ 
lace,  who  spoke  on  “God’s  Filling 
Stations”  at  the  Wednesday  night 
session;  Deputy  Denver  McCarty 
concerning  drug  abuse,  Thursday; 
and  Judge  Lemmie  0.  Hightower 
on  Friday.  Singing  was  led  by 
Pam  and  Joe  Solomon  with  Julia 
Wilkerson  at  the  piano.  Gene  and 
Dean  Boozer  are  the  youth  workers 
and  the  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pastor 
at  Southside. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  United  Meth¬ 
odist  of  Shreveport  was  host  to  the 
One  Way  Singers  from  Jonesville. 
The  group  gave  a  concert  of  sacred 
music  at  the  Family  Night  supper, 
July  19.  The  Rev.  Hugh  Baker 
was  host  pastor. 

FRANK  M.  JONES,  religious  folk 
music  evangelist  of  Minden,  pre¬ 
sented  a  program  in  First  Church, 
Lafayette,  Sunday  evening,  July 
22.  Mr.  Jones  produces  religious 
records.  The  Rev.  Jerry  Means  is 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Lafayette. 


The  annual  Corn  Boil,  sponsored  by  Methodist  Men  of  Vivian,  was  held  on 
July  2.  Above,  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  Shreveport  District  superintendent,  helps 
himself  to  a  dipper  of  corn.  Standing  with  him  is  Tom  Pardue  who  donated 
over  300  ears  of  corn  for  the  event,  in  addition  to  tomatoes  and  pies,  as 
host  pastor,  Louis  Coppage  waits  to  be  served.  AT  RIGHT:  The  Vivian 
Corn  Boil  cooks  included  W.  H.  McCarley,  Men’s  president,  at  left,  and 
M.  C.  Darnell. 


THE  REV.  DAVE  FELDER,  pastor 
of  Trinity  Church,  Alexandria, 
preached  during  the  revival  held 
July  9- 13  in  the  Pine  Grove  Church 
where  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Milton 
serves  as  pastor. 

THE  INDIAN  BAYOU  United 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  the 
Rev.  Douglas  Davis  is  pastor, 
was  host  to  the  Indian  Bayou  Com¬ 
munity  Sing,  Friday  evening,  July 
20. 

THE  WESLEY  CHAPEL  revival 
was  held  July  23-27  with  the  Rev. 
Joe  McClain  of  Amite  as  evangel¬ 
ist.  The  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr. 
is  pastor  of  the  Wesley  and  Grace 
Churches  of  Minden. 

THE  REV.  GEORGE  HARKINS 
of  Springhill  conducted  the  re¬ 
vival,  the  week  of  July  15,  in  the 
Brushwood  Church  where  the  Rev. 
Paul  Cassels  serves  as  pastor. 

PINEVILLE  YOUTH  were  hosts 
to  members  of  the  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  First  Church,  Texarkana, 
Ark.,  Sunday  and  overnight,  July 
22.  The  Arkansas  group,  directed 
by  Pam  Alagood,  presented  a 
program  of  sacred  music  at  the 
7  p.m.  worship  hour.  The  Rev. 
Stone  W.  Caraway  was  hostpastor. 

THE  SENIOR  AND  JUNIOR  groups 
of  the  Roanoke  United  Methodist 
Church  Youth  took  a  trip  to  Ruston 
and  Monroe,  June  29  and  30.  In 
Ruston,  the  group  visited  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  and 
drove  through  the  Louisiana  Tech 
campus.  While  in  Monroe,  the 
afternoon  was  spent  in  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Purchase  Gardens  and  Zoo. 
Friday  night  was  spent  at  a  hunt¬ 
ing  camp;  the  group  visited  with 
friends  in  Atlanta,  La.,  Saturday. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cybill  TieUe,  Mrs. 
Bea  Ferguson,  Louise  Ferguson 
and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Homer 
Bailes  accompanied  them. 

THE  YOUTH  CHOIR  of  University 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  presented 
an  adaptation  of  “Godspell”  in 
the  Shreveport  Broadmoor  Church 
gym  on  Friday,  July  20.  Cos¬ 
tumes,  make-up,  lighting  and 
choreography  enhanced  the  sing¬ 
ing  of  the  musical  based  on  the 
Gospel  according  to  St.  Matthew. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is 

a  schedule  for  the 

Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 

Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 

to  use  as 

i  regular  guide  for 

use  in  your 

homes. 

July  29 — Sunday  John  3:18-21,  36 

July  30 . 

. Eph.  1:3-12 

2:1-7 

July  31  . 

.  2  Thes.  2:1-12 

Aug.  1 . 

. Heb.  2:1-4,  3:7-19 

Aug.  2  . 

.  Heb.  12:25-29 

Aug.  3 

.  Rev.  3:14-22 

Aug.  4  . . 

.  Rev.  20:11-15 

Aug.  5 — Sunday  Ex.  13:21-22 

Nxun.  9:15-23 

CRUTCHFIELD  TO  PREACH 
AT  LEESVILLE,  AUG.  12 

Leesville  Uniedt  Methodist 
Church  plans  a  special  day  for 
August  12  when  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  will  preach  at  the 
morning  worship  hour,  and  a  con¬ 
secration  service  will  be  held  at 
the  parsonage,  followed  by  Open 
House.  The  afternoon  service  is 
scheduled  for  2:30  p.m.  The  Rev. 
Edward  R.  Thomas,  Natchitoches 
district  superintendent,  will  assist 
in  the  services.  The  Rev.  Donald 
M.  Risinger  is  the  host  pastor. 

t 

CAPTAIN  JOHN  FALIN,  Salva¬ 
tion  Army,  was  guest  speaker  at 
the  Sunday  morning  breakfast  meet> 
ing  of  United  Methodist  Men  in  the 
Pineville  Church,  July  22. 

THE  REV.  PAUL  B.  DURBIN, 
associate  minister  at  First  Church, 
Minden,  was  the  guest  preacher 
in  the  Jonesboro  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  Sunday  morning,  July 
15.  Layman  J.  D.  Hayes  had 
charge  of  the  evening  service  in 
the  absence  of  the  Rev.  Dan  Toh- 
line. 

GORDON  E.  FRENZEL,  certified 
lay  speaker  and  member  of  Henn¬ 
ing  Memorial  Church  in  Sulphur, 
spoke  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  on  Sunday 
evening,  July  15.  Dr.  George 
Pearce,  Jr.,  is  the  pastor. 


THE  TRIPLE  L  CLUB  of  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  Church,  Sulphur, 
was  entertained  during  the  July 
24  meeting  with  a  musical  program 
presented  by  the  youth  of  the 
church  under  the  direction  of 
Janice  Nordyke. 


LINDA  JEAN  HOTTUM  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Dr.  James  Thomas  White 
at  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  in  Memphis,  June  23.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Hottum,  Jr.  Her  father  is 
executive  director  of  Methodist 
Hospital  in  Memphis.  Dr.  White  is 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H. 
White  of  Lafayette.  He  received 
his  B.S.  degree  from  the  University 
of  Southwestern  Louisiana,  and 
hisM.D.  degree  at Tulane  Medical. 
He  is  now  serving  a  residency  in 
Pathology  at  Baptist  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Memphis. 
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AT  RIGHT: 

Twenty  young  people  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria,  presented  two  folk  musicals 
entitled  “100  Percent  Chance  of  Rain” and  “Joseph 
and  the  Amazing  Technicolor  Dreamcoat"  in  the 
sanctuary  July  15.  Both  musicals  are  based  on  Old 
Testament  stories. 


AT  LEFT: 

New  life  in  an  old  church  is  evidenced  when  brothers 
Ronald  Eugene  and  Michael  Wayne  Komorowski  were 
received  as  members  of  the  132-year-old  Second 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  They  are 
shown  with  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Cleveland  B.  Herr, 
Jr.  They  have  two  younger  brothers  in  membership 
preparatory  classes. 


Missionaries  aid  earthquake  victims 

(The  writer  is  a  former  missionary  to  Cuba  who  worked  with  Juliet  and 
Richard  Milk,  missionaries  who  are  now  retired  and  living  in  Monroe, 
La.  This  article  concerns  the  relief  given  and  the  workers  who  ministered 
following  the  Nicaraguan  earthquake  last  winter.  By  coincidence,  Juliet 
Milk  appears  in  a  picture  on  this  page.) 


FEEDING  THE  THOUSANDS 
By  Eulalia  Cook 

Black  from  the  thick  dust  and  burned 
by  a  day  of  tropical  sun,  they  were 
hardly  recognizable  —  Gerardo  Mar¬ 
tinez  and  his  son  Gerardito.  It  was 
past  midnight  when  they  came  in  af¬ 
ter  17  hours  “without  sitting  down 
once.”  Twenty-five  thousand  people 
in  the  San  Judas  neighborhood  had 
received  food  for  a  week! 

Besides  caring  for  6,000  earthquake 
victims  at  Managua,  the  churches 
have  united  in  a  program  that  is  so 
well  organized  that  it  gains  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  all.  The  Government  agen¬ 
cies  asked  the  churches  to  take  over 
the  giving  out  of  food  to  the  San  Judas 
community.  This  is  a  poor  area  in 
which  Rev.  Martinez  had  already  been 
working.  He  had  planned  the  help  of 
some  20  teenage  volunteers. 

I  visited  this  project  early  in  the 
afternoon.  Thousands  of  poor  people 
patiently  and  hopefully  waited  with 
their  bags  and  buckets  to  take  home  a 
week’s  supply  of  food.  They  were  ^v- 
en  cards  and  put  into  lines  according 
to  the  size  of  their  families  —  from 
two  to  twenty  three.  Then  they  mea¬ 
sured  out  to  them  beans,  corns,  rice, 
and  sugar,  and  cans  of  chicken  salad. 

In  spite  of  the  chaotic,  confusing  and 
corrupt  overhead  system,  and  work¬ 
ing  as  he  could  within  it,  Gerardo 
had  showed  extraordinary  skill  in  ful¬ 
filling  the  task  of  this  day! 

While  the  Rev.  Gerardo  Martinez 
was  directing  this  vast  feeding  pro¬ 
ject,  Teresa,  his  wife,  was  quietly  car¬ 
rying  her  share  of  the  giant  load.  She 
too  would  be  feeding  thousands  in  the 
emergency  dining  room.  She  had  been 
chosen  as  administrator  of  the  dining 
rooms  to  be  set  up  for  small  children 
and  nursing  mothers. 

After  an  executive  meeting  for 
planning,  Teresa  attended  the  weekly 
meeting  of  some  50  representatives  of 
different  churches  and  organizations 
which  form  CEP  AD.  (Thirty  denomi¬ 
nations  are  working  together  with  a 
rare  unity,  purpose  and  vision).  Here 
the  program  of  the  dining  rooms  was 
presented. 


As  I  shared  this  day  with  Teresa 
and  Gerardo  I  reflected  on  God’s 
plans  and  the  value  of  missionary 
work.  Teresa  was  a  ten  year  old  girl 
when  I  first  visited  her  commimity. 
Her  father  was  the  first  converted  in 
the  rural  areas.  Later  she  too  made 
her  confession  of  faith  and  I  received 
her  into  the  dynamic  little  rural 
church.  She  was  one  of  the  first  vol¬ 
unteer  literacy  teachers. 

She  was  one  of  the  first  young 
women  to  enter  the  Methodist  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Industrial  School.  Here 
she  met  Gerardo  Martinez.  Soon  after 
their  graduation  I  had  the  joy  of  mar¬ 
rying  them. 

We  thought  we  were  preparing 
these  young  people  to  serve  the  Lord 
in  Cuba.  Here  they  were  with  unpre¬ 
dicted  opportunities  to  put  into  prac¬ 
tice  all  they  had  learned  —  to  serve 
God  in  a  greater  way  than  we  could 
ask  or  think.  As  I  watched  her  doing 
her  domestic  task  with  such  easy  ef¬ 
ficiency  and  tackling  the  giant-sized 
program  of  dining  rooms  for  hundreds, 
maybe  thousands,  I  kept  thinking,  “I 
wish  her  wise  teacher,  Juliet  Milk*, 
could  see  her  now!” 

In  these  days  helping  to  distribute 
the  food  sent  by  Christian  friends  to 
a  suddenly  broken  and  desolated  area, 
helping  to  meet  the  emergency  situa¬ 
tion  of  200,000  suddenly  without 
homes  and  unemployed  is  the  work  of 
the  Martinez.  However,  their  vision  of 
helping  people  to  help  themselves,  as 
they  help  each  other  is  clear  even  in 
this  chaotic  situation.  Not  only  will 
they  continue  helping  with  Commun¬ 
ity  Development  in  Nicaragua,  but 
Gerardo  plans  to  fulfill  his  promised 
help  to  other  countries. 

What  is  the  secret  of  the  strength 
and  joy  that  radiate  from  this  family, 
even  in  the  midst  of  chaos?  The  real¬ 
ity  of  their  faith  in  God  shines  out  in 
relations  in  the  home,  in  the  prayers  at 
the  table,  and  the  evening  worship 
where  each  one  takes  part  in  the  Bible 
reading,  sharing,  and  prayers. 

As  Methodist  Overseas  Relief, 
Church  World  Service,  Food  for  the 
Hungry,  Mennonite  Overseas  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  other  Christian  organizations 


NEW5  and  NOTES 

JAMES  BOPP,  director  of  the 
Dulac  (United  Methodist)  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  will  be  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Night  speaker  in  First 
Church,  DeRidder,  July  29.  The 
rogram  will  begin  at  6  p.m,  and 
e  followed  with  the  supper.  The 
Rev.  W.  Odell  Simmons  is  host 
pastor. 

A  CHURCH- WIDE  STUDY  on 
“India,  One-Sixth  of  the  World’s 
People’’  was  held  recently  on 
Sunday  evenings  in  Cotton  Valley 
United  Methodist  Church.  Mrs. 
Bill  Maynor,  chairman,  planned 
and  led  the  six  sessions.  The 
concluding  session  included  a 
dinner  with  Indian  decorations  and 
food  served  by  girls  dressed  in 
saris.  The  dinner  was  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  H.  B.  Stewart. 
As  a  result  of  the  study  an  offer¬ 
ing  of  $29.50  was  sent  to  mis¬ 
sions  in  India.  The  Rev.  R.  E. 
Carter  is  pastor. 

GUEST  SPEAKERS  in  Parker 
Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans, 
during  July  included  the  Rev.  Joe 
Pickett,  chaplain  at  Veterans 
Hospital,  July  15;  the  Rev. 
Richard  Walton,  newly  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital,  July  22;  and  Mal- 
ford  T.  Byrd,  chairman  of  the 
Parker  Administrative  Board,  July 
29.  The  Rev.  Albert  S.  Hurley  is 
pastor. 


send  their  help  to  this  stricken  land, 
they  find  a  strong,  united  ^oup  of 
men  representing  30  denominations, 
nearly  all  of  the  Protestant  force,  or¬ 
ganized,  and  working  with  faith  in 
God  and  man,  even  in  the  midst  of 
chaos.  Their  song  is,  “In  the  trials,  in 
the  struggles,  the  Church  keeps  mov¬ 
ing,  keeps  moving  forward.  Glory, 
Hallelujah!” 

Thank  God  that  helping  to  guide 
their  efforts  are  Gerardo  and  Teresa 
Martinez,  Methodist  missionaries  from 
Florida,  products  of  the  missionary 
work  in  Cuba,  fruit  from  seed  sown 
in  Christ ’s  name. 

♦Juliet  and  Richard  Milk  were  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Cuba  and  Mexico  for  24 
years.  They  are  on  disability  retirement 
and  living  in  Monroe.  Gerardo  and 
Teresa  Martinez  were  students  in  the 
Cuban  Methodist  Rural  Vocational 
School  when  Richard  Milk  was  direc¬ 
tor  and  Juliet  was  a  teacher  there. 


At  McGuire  Church,  West  Monroe,  the 
Service  of  Celebration  for  women 
featured  these  leaders:  from  left, 
Mrs.  Louis  Bennett,  conference  Guild 
chairman;  Mrs.  Richard  Milk,  guest 
speaker  and  former  missionary;  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Ware,  who  presided. 

WOMEN  ORGANIZE 
AT  MCGUIRE  CHURCH 

The  Service  of  Celebration  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  of  McGuire 
Church,  West  Monroe,  was  held  on 
June  7th,  with  a  festive  dinner  in  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall,  with  Mrs.  Walter  Hal¬ 
bert,  outgoing  president  of  the  WSCS, 
presiding  for  election  of  officers  and 
welcome  of  guests. 

The  service  had  been  preceded  by 
a  series  of  seven  coffee  hours,  to 
which  all  women  of  the  church  were 
invited  for  information  and  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  ask  questions.  The  group  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  sanctuary  for  a  wor¬ 
ship  experience,  presided  ever  by  Mrs. 
Richard  Ware. 

New  officers  were  installed  by  Mrs. 
Louis  Bennett,  conference  chairman 
for  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  Mrs. 
J.  O.  Young,  a  former  Guilder,  was 
elected  president  of  the  new  move¬ 
ment. 

Mrs.  Richard  Milk  of  Monroe  gave 
the  inspirational  address  on  “The 
Challenge  of  Change”.  Soloist  was 
Mrs.  Harold  Humphries.  The  worship 
setting  for  the  service  depicted  the 
MOSS  and  flame,  with  a  gold  cord  link¬ 
ing  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 
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StCKtCtlf  Sc/ImI 

by  Dr.  James  Workman 


LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  5: 
The  Peril  of  Greed 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Exodus  20:17;  Ec¬ 
clesiastes  5:10  through  6:2;  Matthew  20:20- 
28;  Luke  12:13-21;  1  Timothy  6:6-10. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Take  heed,  and  beware 
of  all  covetousness;  for  a  man’s  life  does  not 
consist  in  the  abundance  of  his  possessions. 
— ^Luke  12:15 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  inspire  us  to  love  God 
so  much  that  we  will  be  free  from  coveting 
things,  in  order  that  we  may  care  for  one  an¬ 
other,  and  thus  “covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts.” 


*  *  * 


This  Tenth  Commandment  has  been  called  the 
summary  of  the  other  nine  commandments.  It  deals 
with  the  motive  of  man’s  life,  the  heart’s  supreme 
desire.  It  disciplines  the  believer  to  avoid  lesser  de¬ 
sires  and  to  give  his  heart,  soul,  mind  and  strength 
to  desires  of  the  will  of  God. 

*  *  * 

INTERPRETER’S  BIBLE  EXEGESIS 

The  Interpreter’s  Bible  definition  of  the  scrip¬ 
ture  recording  the  Ten  Commandments  has  been 
the  starting  place  for  understanding  them.  The  Tenth 
Commandment  is  treated  by  Lutherans  and  Roman 
Catholics  as  two  separate  commandments.  In  Deu¬ 
teronomy  5,  and  the  LXX  (Septuagint)  the  wife 
is  mentioned  before  the  house.  The  term  “house” 
among  Arabs  today,  is  an  inclusive  term  for  all  the 
family  and  possessions  of  a  man.  The  prohibition  of 
jealous  desire  pointed  up  specific  objects,  to  empha¬ 
size  details  included  in  the  general  term,  “house.” 

The  Fifth  Cominandment,  as  the  Tenth  Com¬ 
mandment,  emphasizes  the  basic  principle  that  in 
the  realm  of  “sentiment,  attitude,  and  thought,”  is 

the  source  of  deeds  and  words. 

*  *  * 

DR.  J.  EDGAR  PARK’S  EXPOSITION 

The  references  to  the  word  meanings  in  the  exe¬ 
gesis,  and  the  lesson  meanings  in  the  exposition  are 
cited  in  the  hope  that  reference  may  be  made  to  the 
Interpreter’s  Bible,  and  to  the  Interpreter’s  Bible 
Dictionary  in  the  church’s  library. 

Dr.  Park  comments  on  the  short  space  occupied 
by  the  commandments  in  the  Hebrew  language  com¬ 
pared  to  the  longer  translation  in  English.  In  their 
original  form  the  commandments  were  even  shorter 
than  either  of  the  above.  This  racial  characteristic 
in  Hebrew,  giving  “peremptory  orders”  as  “No 
murder!  No  adultery!  No  stealing!”  lose  much  of 
their  force  when  translated  into  English,  as  in  our 
versions  of  the  Bible. 

He  cites  the  early  translation  of  the  Hebrew  text 
into  the  Greek  for  the  word  “covet”;  the  clear  mean¬ 
ing  is  “to  set  one’s  heart  upon  a  thing.”  The  Deu¬ 
teronomy  passage  uses  another  word  which  empha¬ 
sizes  that  the  intention  of  the  Tenth  Commandment 
is  to  prohibit  “grasping  thoughts  that  lead  to  grasp¬ 
ing  deeds.”  This  record  makes  the  wife  above  other 
personal  property  in  the  household.  A  special  verb 
is  also  used  to  make  the  distinction  clear  between 
personal  and  non-perscnal  values.  This  command¬ 
ment,  Dr.  Park  emphasizes,  is  one  of  the  early  in¬ 
sights  that  the  inner  life  of  man  determines  destiny. 
Beneath  the  events  of  crime  and  punishment,  of  act 


and  word,  is  the  “secret  place  where  all  good_and 
c\il  begins,  the  heart  of  man.  .  .”  Christianity  in  es¬ 
sence  is  the  keeping  of  one’s  inner  life  in  order 
that  the  outer  life  may  be  good  fruit  of  a  good  heart. 

This  was  in  the  mind  of  Jesus  in  his  Sermon 
on  the  Mount.  Dr.  Park  goes  into  detail  to  diagram 
this  relationship.  Commandments,  one  God,  and  no 
images,  are  reflected  in  Matthew  6:  9  and  7,  as 
“Our  Father,”  and  “No  forms  needed  at  all.”  Com¬ 
mandment  number  3,  “No  blasphemy  is  reflected  in 
‘Hallowed  be  thy  name.’  ”  Commandment  4,  Sab¬ 
bath  for  man,  is  reflected  in  Mark  2:27,  the  Sab¬ 
bath  for  man.  Commandment  5,  honor  your  parents, 
is  referred  to  in  Matthew  12:50,  to  honor  all  good 
people.  Commandment  6,  no  killing,  means  no 
anger,  according  to  Jesus,  in  Matt.  5:22.  Command¬ 
ment  7,  no  adultery,  means  no  lust  (Matt.  5:28). 
Commandment  8,  no  stealing,  means  give  freely 
(Matt.  5:42).  Commandment  9,  no  false  swearing, 
means  no  swearing  (Matt.  5:34).  Commandment  10, 
no  coveting,  means  covet  righteousness  (Matt.  5:6). 
This  summary  of  the  law  of  Moses  in  the  Com¬ 
mandments,  and  the  new  commandment  of  love  that 
Jesus  gives,  gives  a  revelation  of  the  motive  behind 
the  deed.  Jesus  did  not  come  to  destroy  the  law  but 

to  fill  it  full  of  his  spirit. 

*  *  * 

BISHOP  EDWARD  L.  TULLIS  — 

“WHAT  THE  SCRIPTURE  SAYS  TO  US” 

In  our  lesson  quarterly  “Adult  Bible  Studies — 
God’s  Laws  For  Man,”  Bishop  Tullis  interprets  our 
real  concern  —  “What  we  desire.”  The  Tenth  Com¬ 
mandment  emphasizes  that  your  personal  respect 
for  your  own  property,  and  for  that  of  your  neigh¬ 
bor,  is  another  way  of  saying,  “You  shall  love  your 
nei^bor  as  yourself.”  (page  68)  The  commandment 
respects  rightful  desire.  It  forbids  one  coveting  what 
is  not  “rightfully  or  correctly  yours.”  Imour  concern 
for  desiring  the  right  things  we  are  so  concerned 
with  material  possessions  that  personal  values  come 
second  in  many  decisions  and  desires. 

Bishop  Tullis  quotes  an  Old  Testament  scholar, 
Arnold  B.  Rhodes,  “Thia  has  been  called  the  most 
spiritual  of  all  the  commandments.  It  gives  a  greater 
depth  of  meaning  to  Commandments  Six-Nine.  Jesus 
said  ‘  .  .  .  from  within,  out  of  the  heart  of  man, 
come  evil  thoughts,  fornication,  theft,  murder, 
adultery,  coveting,  wickedness,  deceit,  licentiousness, 
envy,  slander,  pride,  foohshness’  (Mark  7:21-22).” 

*  *  » 

DISCIPLINE  OF  INNER  UFE 
AGAINST  COVETOUSNESS 

The  memory  selection,  Luke  12:15,  is  spoken 
by  Jesus  to  a  man  in  a  crowd,  desiring  Jesus  to  get 
his  brother  to  divide  his  share  of  the  family  estate. 
Jesus  told  him,  to  look  and  steer  clear  of  covetous¬ 
ness  in  every  “shape  and  form”  (Moffatt).  A  man’s 
life  is  not  part  of  his  possessions  because  he  has 
sufficient  wealth.  Jesus  told  the  parable  of  the  rich 
man’s  estate.  He  had  abundant  crops.  He  planned  to 
increase  his  storage  spaces  for  all  his  produce  and 
goods.  Then  he  would  say  to  his  soul,  “Soul,  you 
have  ample  store  laid  up  for  many  a  year;  take  your 
ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry”  (Moffatt — Luke  12: 
16-19).  “But  God  said  to  him,  ‘You  fool!  This  very 
night  you  will  have  to  give  up  your  life;  then  who 
will  get  all  these  things  you  have  kept  for  your¬ 
self?’  ”  Jesus  added,  “This  is  how  it  is  with  those 
who  pile  up  riches  for  themselves  but  are  not  rich 
in  God’s  sight”  (Key  ’73  edition  Good  News  for 
Modern  Man).  This  parable  of  the  -rich  fool  shows 
the  lack  of  the  inner  dedication  of  the  farmer  to  the 
will  of  God. 


The  inner  discipline  of  man  must  follow  Jesus’ 
way  of  service  to  God  and  -man.  All  shapes  and 
forms  of  covetousness  are  but  the  backside  of  every 
form  of  doing  good,  walking  humbly  before  God 
and  loving  mercy.  The  heart  of  man  must  be  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  “role  of  a  servant.”  Modern  health-of- 
mind  disciplines  emphasize  the  role  of  unselfish  ser¬ 
vice  to  replace  the  acquisitive  self  at  the  center  of 
one’s  interest  and  conduct.  The  childish  self-cen- 
teredness  is  to  be  replaced  by  the  continued  other’s 
goodwill  interest  in  maturing  judgment,  decision  and 
action.  This  is  the  discipline  of  concern  that  is 
lifted  up  in  the  First  as  well  as  the  Tenth  Command¬ 
ment.  To  covet  is  to  engage  in  a^orm  of  idolatry  if 
the  object  of  one’s  covetousness  is  self  instead  ctf 
God  and  others’  needs.  Neighborly  concern  is  the 
object  of  Christian  coveting.  “This  self-discipline  is 
the  basis  of  moral  living”  (Tullis). 

Bishop  Tullis  quotes  the  pastor  of  Hennepin 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in  Minneapolis: 
“How  do  we  minister  to  our  troubled,  hurt,  es¬ 
tranged,  deprived,  neighbors?  Conventionally  this 
question  has  been  answered  in  terms  of  social  ser¬ 
vice.  Church  groups  join  in  acts  of  charity;  we  dis¬ 
tribute  food  to  the  hungry,  collect  clothing  for  the 
poor,  visit  those  in  prison.  But,  in  our  generation, 
the  question  is  being  raised  whether  social  services 
of  this  sort  are  sufficient.  It  is  said  that  we  need 
“social  reforms  that  will  get  at  the  conditions  which 
cause  p>eople  to  suffer  in  these  ways.  So  the  argu¬ 
ment  runs,  it  is  not  enough  to  visit  jails;  we  must 
reform  the  prison  system;  we  must  organize  our 
economy  so  that  everybody  gets  a  fair  share  of  our* 
affluence;  we  must  free  people  from  their  ghettoes 
and  give  them  education  and  opportunity  for  work 
and  housing.  What  is  needed  is  not  social  service 
but  social  change.”  If  the  church  coveted  earnestly 
the  best  gifts  seriously  it  could  “lead  our  nation 
from  our  preoccupation  with  self-interest  and  mater¬ 
ialistic  gain  to  the  kind  of  change  that  Jesus  had  in 
mind  when  he  called  us  to  love  our  neighbor  ... 
God  gives  himself  to  us  in  the  hope  that  we  will 
allow  his  love  to  free  us  from  covetousness  to  caring 
for  one  another.” 

♦  *  ♦ 

STANLEY  JONES’  MOTHERS’  COVETING 
BEST  GIFT 

For  the  July  20th  daily  reading  in  the  devotional 
book,  “Abundant  Living,”  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  says 
the  only  Bible  passage  he  ever  remembers  his  mother 
mentioning  was  “Casting  your  care  upon  him:  for 
he  careth  for  you”  (I  Peter  5:7).  This  is  the  kind  erf 
godliness  with  great  gain  through  coveting  earnestly 
the  best  gifts. 

*  *  * 

DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
AID  COVETING  GODLINESS 

In  addition  to  the  several  passages  of  scripture 
quoted  in  the  lesson  manuals,  the  following  are  sug¬ 
gestive  with  their  themes  on  spiritual  coveting.  En¬ 
joying  What  God  Gives  Us,  Ecclesiastes  9:7-13; 
God,  the  Judge  of  Motives,  Proverbs  21:1-8,  Mark 
10:35-45,  I  Kings  21,  and  Job  31. 

One  aim  in  reading  these  passages  is  to  detect 

covetousness,  and  deal  with  it. 

*  *  * 

Next  week  the  subject,  “The  Great  Command¬ 
ment,”  deals  with  Jesus’  summary  of  the  command¬ 
ments  in  the  New  Testament  gospel  of  love  for  God, 
neighbor  and  one’s  self.  Today’s  lesson  recalls 
Chaucer’s  statement:  “God  .  .  .  ‘ware  you  from  the 
sin  of  avarice.’  ” 
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From  Our  Readers 


Presbyterian  gives  $2.3  million 
property  to  Georgia  Methodists 


Let  the  buzzards 

Dear  Sir: 

...  You  brought  one  (rf  tbe  most 
beautiful  and  restful  sights  to  my  mind 
when  I  read  your  “Love  a  Buzzard,” 

When  I  was  a  small  child  that  was 
just  about  my  favorite  ..pastime.  I’d 
say  I  watched  a  buzzard  every  day, 
weather  permitting,  all  of  my  young 
growing  years,  ’  I  followed  three 
brothers  to  the  woods  and  after  the 
crawdads  quit  biting  I  would  lie  flat 
on  my  back  in  a  field  of  tiny  blue 
flowers  and  watch  high  in  the  sky  old 
Mr,  Buzzard,  circling  and  flying,  just 
coasting  easy-like  round  in  the  blue 
sky.  Oh!  I  envied  him.  I  thought  him 
beautiful;  his  wings  would  rarely  ever 
move  ,  ,  ,  just  gliding  along.  It  never 
occurred  to  me  what  his  function  was 
^  all  I  knew  he  was  one  of  God’s 
beautiful  things  and  he  was  filling  my 
childish  soul  with  delight. 

When  I  moved  away  to  the  city  I 
missed  them  —  always  remembering 
—  and  on  my  trips  home  when  I’d 
get  to  the  tall  pines  I’d  begin  to  look 
for  a  buzzard.  And  when  one  would 
fly  over  I  knew  for  sure  I  was  going 
home.  No,  they  may  not  be  all  that 
beautiful  eyeball  to  eyeball,  but  then 
who  is?  I  look  a  lot  better  from  a  dis¬ 
tance,  or  with  your  glasses  off.  But 
the  Lord  gave  grace  to  be  beautiful  at 
a  distance  and  to  see  beauty  from, 
afar  .... 

I  know  of  no  better  way  than  to 
just  be  brave  and  out  with  it:  “You 
don’t  know  what  you’ve  missed  till  you 
love  a  buzzard.”  I’m  sure  you  and  I 
aren’t  the  only  ones  who  looked  up 
and  found  the  thrill  of  so  much  beauty 
flying  around. 

Anyway,  why  should  Jonathan  Liv¬ 
ingston  Seagull  get  so  much  attention? 

All  he  did  was  learn  to  fly,  and  our 
old  friend  has  been  doing  it  better  than 
Jonathan  .all  his  life. .  .... 

Can  you,  sing? 

lohimy  Cash  Narrates 


1 


Country  music  star  Johnny  Cash 
narrates  the  film,  "The  Gospel 
Road,"  which  has  no  spoken 
parts. 


ave  their  day  .  .  . 

I  think  that  I  shall  never  see 
A  bird  so  beautiful  as  he 
Who  soars  and  sails  in  summer’s 
sky 

Beneath  the  great  Creator’s  eye 
Who  need  not  come 
so  close  to  see 
He  may  see  much 
Unloveliness  in  me. 

(Apologies  to  Joyce  Kilmer.) 

Mrs.  John  Duke 
2836  Kimball  2 
Memphis,  Tenn.  38114 
t 

Dear  Editor: 

Love  a  buzzard?  ...  I  myself  have 
watched  them  sail  through  the  air  and 
thought  “that  is  beautiful;  why  did 
God  give  such  beautiful  grace  to  a 
buzzard?”  ...  I  remembered  a  saying: 
“There  is  so  much  good  in  the  worst 
of  us  and  so  much  bad  in  the  best  of 
us  .  .  ,”  In  all  things  there  is  beauty 
if  we  look  for  it  and  good  in  all  things 
...  It  brought  back  many  thoughts  of 
childhood  of  watching  buzzards  sail 
through  blue  sky  filled  with  fluffy 
white  clouds  (like  the  cotton  I  was 
supposed  to  be  picking). 

The  Sunday  School  lesson  is  good; 
the  Poetry  Panorama  (poem  ‘The 
Founders)  makes  you  want  to  roll  up 
your  sleeves  and  do  something.  The 
paper  of  this  week  was  well  worth  the 
subscription  price  ...  I  am  twelve 
years  old  again  though  a  grandmother 
of  seven.  Twelve  years  old  for  a  little 
while  —  quite  wonderful  for  a  while; 
however  I  kind  of  like  this  age  and 
this  time,  so  guess  I’ll  not  trade.  But 
the  memories  were  great. 

Sincerely, 

Faye  Miller 
Hunter,  Arkansas 
t 

,ife  of  Christ  .... 

The  Gospel 
for  Septem 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  “The  Gos¬ 
pel  Road,”  a  story  of  Jesus  told  and 
sung  by  country  music  star  Johnny 
Cash,  will  be  released  in  September  by 
Twentieth  Century  Fox. 

Filmed  in  Israel,  the  movie  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  June  and  Johnny  Cash. 

Some  press  previews  here  of  the 
movie  indicate  that  “The  Gospel 
Road”  is  “a  unique  interpretation”  of 
the  story  of  Jesus,  combining  the  fam¬ 
iliar  biblical  theme  with  the  rhythm 
of  country  and  western  music.  Johnny 
Cash  narrates  the  film.  There  are  no 
spoken  parts  in  the  production. 

The  narration  was  described  by  one 
preview  group  as  excellent.  The  pic¬ 
ture  moves  along  at  a  fast  pace  as  the 
life  and  times  of  Jesus  unfold. 

Jesus  is  portrayed  by  Robert  Elf- 
strom,  the  tall  blond  bearded  director 
and  director  of  photography  of  “The 
Gospel  Road.”  June  Carter  gives  a 
deeply  moving  performance  of  Mary 
Magdalene. 


ATLANTA  (RNS)  —  A  Presbyter¬ 
ian  woman  who  has  “great  trust  in  the 
Methodist  Church”  has  given  a  $2.3 
million  tract  of  land  to  the  North 
Georgia  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  the  development 
of  a  major  assembly  center  in  Gwin¬ 
nett  County, 

In  presenting  the  property.  Miss 
Ludie  Simpson  of  Norcross  stipulated 
that  the  237-acre  tract  is  to  remain 
intact,  that  the  project  should  main¬ 
tain  the  ecology  of  the  area,  and  that 
an  English-style  chapel  should  be  con¬ 
structed  on  it  in  memory  of  her 
mother,  the  late  Elizabeth  Jane  Sand¬ 
ers  Simpson. 

James  McKay  of  Decatur,  an  attor¬ 
ney,  former  U.  S.  Congressman,  and 
lay  leader  of  the  North  Georgia  Con¬ 
ference,  declared  that  the  land  is  “a 
rare  sort  of  gift  which  will  likely  be¬ 
come  a  showplace  for  the  entire  Prot¬ 
estant  church.”  He  said  it  is  rare  “be¬ 
cause  few  church  groups  could  afford 
property  of  this  kind,  and,  in  addition, 
few  heavily  wooded  tracts  of  this  type 
are  even  available  this  near  the  down¬ 
town  area.” 

Miss  Simpson  had  originally  offered 
it  to  Wesley  Homes,  Inc.,  the  retire- 


Dear  John: 

NOT  NECESSARILY  ANGELS 
If  there  were  buzzards  to  seek  out 
the  spiritually  dead. 

Would  not  all  our  churches  hear 
wings  overhead? 

Sincerely  yours, 

N.  Lee  Cate 
Mt.  Sequoyah 

t 

Contributions  for  this  column  should 
he  written  briefly  and  bear  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  writer.  What  appears 
here  does  not  necessarily  represent  the 
point  of  view  of  this  publication  and  the 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  withhold, 
edit  for  space,  or  print  contributions . 

Road'  set 
ber  release 

Scenes  of  Jesus  and  Mary  Magda¬ 
lene  as  well  as  the  John  the  Baptist 
sequences  were  shot  at  the  north  end 
of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  near  the  Golan 
Heights  where  the  Six  Day  War  of 
1 967  took  place. 

Dr.  William  Jones,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  film  arts  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  in  his  evaluation  of 
the  movie,  called  it  “a  country  preach¬ 
er’s  interpretation  of  the  Gospel.” 

He  said  the  interpretation  was  “low- 
keyed  and  easy-going,  humble  and  un¬ 
pretentious  —  grinding  no  particular 
axes,  but  simply  an  out-loud  visual 
record  of  what  might  run  through  the 
mind  of  an  evangelical,  run-of-the-mill 
Christian  preacher  if  he  had  the  time 
and  money  to  journey  to  Israel  and 
‘walk  where  Jesus  walked.’  ” 

“Those  who  enjoy  country  music,  a 
simple  re-telling  of  the  Jesus  story,  or 
as  the  witness  of  an  humble  but  emo¬ 
tional  man  should  find  the  film  a 
worthwhile  experience,”  Dr.  Jones 
said  of  “The  Gospel  Road.” 


ment  agency  of  North  Georgia  Meth¬ 
odists,  but  since  the  agency  could  not 
use  all  the  land  for  retirement  homes 
Dr.  Candler  Budd  of  Decatur,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  agency’s  board  of  trustees, 
suggested  that  it  be  used  as  a  confer¬ 
ence  center. 

Miss  Simpson,  a  former  school 
teacher  and  world  traveler  who  has 
written  two  volumes  on  China,  related 
that  she  had  been  a  student  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  founder,  John  Wesley,  since 
she  was  a  child. 

“I  have  read  Wesley  extensively, 
and  I  have  great  trust  in  the  Methodist 
Church,”  she  said.  “In  fact,  all  my 
brothers  and  sisters  were  Methodists, 
as  were  most  of  my  ancestors  —  but 
I  somehow  turned  out  a  Presbyterian.” 

The  property  had  been  in  Miss 
Simpson’s  family  for  120  years.  She 
inherited  it  from  her  mother, 
t 


Citation  Award  to 
honor  chaplains 

(Nashville,  Tenn.)  — Civilian  and 
military  chaplains  throughout  the 
world  will  be  honored  at  a  special 
ceremony  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  Octo¬ 
ber  23.  Representing  chaplains  around 
the  globe  to  receive  the  1973  Citation 
Award  from  The  Upper  Room  will  be 
the  Chiefs  of  Chaplains  of  the  three  U. 
S.  Military  Services. 

Accepting  the  awards  on  behalf  of 
all  chaplains  will  be  Major  General 
Roy  M.  Teny,  Chief  of  Chaplains  of 
the  U.  S.  Air  Force;  Major  General 
Gerhardt  W.  Hyatt,  Chief  of  Chap¬ 
lains  of  the  U.  S.  Army;  and  Rear  Ad¬ 
miral  Francis  L.  Garrett,  Chief  of 
Chaplains  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

Announcement  of  the  forthcoming 
Citatiem  Ceremony  to  be  held  at 
Washington’s  Sheraton  Park  Hotel, 
was  made  by  Ih:.  Wilson  O.  Weldon, 
Editor  erf  Tire  Upper  Room,  the 
world’s  most  widely  read  daily  devo¬ 
tional  guide. 


t 


Crucifixion  scene  from  "The 
Gospel  Road."  Robert  Elfstrom 
portrays  Jesus  as  well  as  serving 
as  director,  while  June  Carter 
plays  the  role  of  Mary  Magdalene. 
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"There  is  a  pervasive  feeling  that  new  spiritual 
insights  are  at  hand,”  says  keynote  speaker 


National  Laity  conferees  examine  ‘Commitment 


W.  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.  (UMC)— 
"Positive  action  is  the  only  viable  re¬ 
sponse  by  those  who  claim  commit- 
3,000  United  Methodists  were 
told  here  July  15  as  they  wound  up  a 
weekend  of  examining  “Commitment 
in  Community.” 

“People  can  take  right  and  make 
wrong  out  of  it,”  the  Rev.  Earnest  A. 
Smith  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  cautioned 
in  concluding  the  denomination’s  first 
National  Conference  of  the  Laity  on 
the  campus  of  Purdue  University. 
“Religion  can  become  as  much  of  a 
barrier  to  the  fresh  spirit  of  God  as 
anything  else . . .  (and)  nothing  sounds 
more  insipid  than  for  the  church  to 
say  ‘let’s  ^  practical.’  ” 

Dr.  Smith,  a  staff  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  also  gave  the  keynote  ad¬ 
dress  launching  the  three  days  of  plat¬ 
form  speeches,  small  groups,  a  drama 
raising  concerns  facing  Christians  to¬ 
day,  an  unusual  “play  time,”  a  “com¬ 
munity  fair”  designed  to  provide  re¬ 
sources  for  work  in  the  participants’ 
home  churches,  and  late-night  dormi¬ 
tory  wrestlings  with  issues  lifted  dur¬ 
ing  the  days. 

Although  the  number  taking  part 
was  1,500  to  2,000  below  that  re¬ 
corded  at  provious  quadrennial  na¬ 
tional  men’s  conferences  out  of  which 
the  laity  convocation  grew,  sponsors 
and  participants  appeared  to  agree 
that  it  had  been  a  worthwhile  experi¬ 
ence, 

“I’ve  never  been  in  a  group  that  be¬ 
came  a  community  so  fast,”  was  the 
way  an  Illinois  woman  summed  up 
her  sharing  in  a  small  group.  “I  think 


we’ve  demonstrated  that  the  laity  in¬ 
cludes  all  persons  in  ■  the  church  — 
men,  women  and  youth,”  said  Sidney 
R,  Nichols,  a  staff  executive  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division  of 
Lay  Life  and  Work  which  sponsored 
the  conference. 

Mr,  Nichols,  coordinator  of  the  ses¬ 
sions,  told  a  concurrent  meeting  of 
denominational  communicators  that  he 
thought  the  conference  was  a  success 
despite  what  he  said  was  a  “boycott” 
by  some  laymen  across  the  country  in 
protest  of  the  meeting  being  opened  to 
women. 

Although  exact  figures  were  not  im¬ 
mediately  available,  it  was  estimated 
that  about  one-third  of  the  total  group 
was  women — and  one  observer  voiced 
the  opinion  that  many  of  them  did  not 
take  part  regularly  in  activities  of  the 
church’s  women’s  organization.  It  also 
was  estimated  that  about  500  youth 
were  among  those  present,  and  it  ap¬ 
peared  there  was  more  minority  par¬ 
ticipation  than  at  previous  men’s  con¬ 
ferences. 

A  decision  on  future  such  convo¬ 
cations  will  be  made  later,  but  a  tenta¬ 
tive  hold  has  been  put  on  the  Purdue 
facilities  for  a  similar  session  four 
years  from  now. 

In  his  keynote  address.  Dr.  Smith 
said  there  “is  a  great  hunger  for  new 
spiritual  dimensions,”  on  the  part  of 
persons  today  and,  “strangely  enough, 
there  is  a  pervasive  feeling  that  new 
spiritual  insights  are  at  hand.”  He  also 
voiced  the  opinion  that  the  church  may 
not  have  put  “as  much  emphasis  on 
the  experimental  nature  of  religion”  as 
it  should. 


“We  have  talked  about  it  and 
preached  about  it,”  he  said.  “We  have 
written  about  it  and  demanded  it  .  ,  . 
but  rarely  have  we  made  it  an  existen¬ 
tial  necessity  ....  Too  few  of  us  have 
related  faith  to  life  and  not  enough  of 
us  allow  it  to  become  the  core  of  our 
motivations  and  the  springboard  of  our 
actions.” 

Biblical  foundation  for  the  weekend 
was  set  by  the  Rev.  Edward  P.  Blair, 
adjunct  professor  of  New  Testament 
Interpretation  at  the  church’s  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

“What  difference  would  it  make  if 
we  really  believed  the  church  is  an  out¬ 
post  of  God?”  Dr.  Blair  asked.  To 
many  members,  he  said,  the  church  is 
a  club  where  they  show  up  two  or 
three  times  a  year,  toss  in  a  few  pen¬ 
nies,  and  then  rush  home  to  the  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  football  telecast.” 

The  church’s  Judaco-Christian  tra¬ 
dition  teaches  that  “it  is  an  awesome 
and  fearful  thing  to  be  the  chosen  peo¬ 
ple  of  God,”  the  professor  reminded. 
He  suggested  that  the  church  might 
consider  overhauling  worship  to  in¬ 
clude  a  time  when  members  would 
‘show  and  tell’  what  God  is  doing  in 
their  lives  instead  of  listening  to  a  ser¬ 
mon  every  Sunday,  stressed  that  per¬ 
sons  have  a  dual  role  as  both  indivi¬ 
duals  and  as  members  of  a  social 
group,  and  asserted  that  “love  for  God 
and  love  for  one’s  neighbor  is  at  the 
heart”  of  the  faith. 

Most  unsettling  event  of  the  week¬ 
end  for  some  participants  was  the  orig¬ 
inal  drama  written  for  the  conference 
by  C.  B.  Anderson,  a  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Communications  staff  executive. 


in  Community’ 

and  produced  by  the  Nashville  (Tenn.) 
Theater  Workshop. 

In  a  style  reminiscent  of  the  popu¬ 
lar  rock  musicals,  “Hair,”  and  “Jesus 
Christ  Superstar,”  the  13-member  cast 
danced,  talked  and  sang  its  way 
through  several  issues  and  movements 
bearing  down  upon  the  church. 

Following-up  on  the  call  for  open¬ 
ness  by  Mr.  Mobley,  the  cast  con¬ 
fronted  the  delegates  with  such  con¬ 
cerns  as  church  investments  in  war- 
material  producing  industries;  Wound¬ 
ed  Knee  and  the  plight  of  other  ethnic 
minorities;  the  role  of  women  in  so¬ 
ciety  in  general  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  particular;  and  the  sex¬ 
ual  revolution,  especially  the  Gay  Lib¬ 
eration  movement. 

Entitled,  “We  Are  the  Church  — 
Freeze,”  the  drama  closed  with  the 
admonition:  “We  are  the  Church  — 
don’t  freeze!” 

Anxieties  raised  by  the  drama  were 
shared  in  the  discussion  groups  and 
elsewhere. 

Worship  for  the  conference  was  led 
by  Miss  Gene  Maxwell,  a  regional 
executive  of  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  Women’s  Division.  Music  was 
provided  by  Bill  Mann,  Dallas,  Texas, 
widely-known  evangelistic  singer;  Dust 
and  Ashes  —  a  folk  singing  duo  of 
Tom  Page  and  Jim  Sloan  from  Nash¬ 
ville;  Oris  Baldwin,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas; 
and  Don  Larson,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  concluding  event  was  a  dramat¬ 
ic  sculpturing  of  the  face  of  Christ  by 
Lt.  Col.  Gilbert  N.  Amelio  of  the  U. 
S.  Air  Force  against  a  background  of 
music,  literature  and  spoken  word, 
t 


Specialist  in  drug  /  alcohol  problems  recommends 
trained  lay  'action  units'  to  work  in  communities 


BERRIAN  SPRINGS,  Mich.  (RNS) 
—  “Churches  have  the  potential  of  be¬ 
ing  the  most  powerful  and  effective  in¬ 
fluence  in  combatting  alcohol  and  drug 
abuse  problems,”  a  national  leader  in 
the  field  of  drug  and  alcohol  control 
said  here. 

Milo  Sawvel,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Committee  for  the  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Alcoholism  and  Drug 
Abuse,  said  here  that  “the  majority  of 
of  churches  are  not  involved,  because 
they  don’t  know  where  they  stand  in 
regard  to  abstinence  and  temperate 
living.” 

He  told  the  Institute  of  Scientific 
Studies  for  the  Prevention  of  Alco¬ 
holism  and  Drug  Abuse  that  churches 
.should  educate  members  on  “temper¬ 
ate  living,” 

The  institute  was  held  here  at  An¬ 
drews  University,  a  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventist  school.  It  was  sponsored  by 
the  Andrew  School  of  Graduate  Stud¬ 
ies  in  cooperation  with  the  U.S.  Na¬ 
tional  Committee  and  the  International 
Commission  for  the  Prevention  of  Al¬ 
coholism. 

Mr.  Sawvel  suggested  that  those 
with  specialized  knowledge  in  drug 
and  alcohol  problems  should  train 
laymen  so  they  can  work  effectively 
in  the  community. 

“Action  units”  could  be  sent  out  by 
churches  to  reach  those  in  schools, 
homes,  the  street  and  other  areas  of 


the  community  where  assistance  is 
needed,  he  said,  adding  that  youth  are 
esi>ecially  effective  in  this  role. 

“Concerned  individuals  should  visit 
their  friends  and  neighbors,”  Mr.  Saw¬ 
vel  said.  “These  people  will  open  up 
more  when  they  don’t  have  to  reveal 
their  problems  publicly.” 

Dr.  Laurence  Senseman,  medical 
director  of  the  psychiatric  unit  at  Glen¬ 
dale  (Calif.)  Adventist  Hospital,  told 
the  Institute  that  alcoholism  is  a  “fam¬ 
ily  disease.” 

“The  more  people  involved  in  the 
alcoholic’s  rehabilitation,  the  better  his 
chance  of  recovery,”  he  said.  “We  need 
to  help  the  individual  realize  what  his 


problems  are,  and  show  him  how  he 
can  treat  them  realistically  without  the 
use  of  the  bottle.” 

Dr.  Senseman  reported  that  studies 
show  “there  are  genetic,  nutritional 
and  environmental  causes”  of  alcohol¬ 
ism  “and  it  needs  to  be  made  clear  to 
the  individual  that  if  we  can  find  the 
cause,  we  can  treat  it.” 

He  said  statistics  show  that  one  of. 
every  12  persons  over  age  21  is  an 
alcoholic,  and  that  while  two-thirds  of 
the  adult  population  either  drink  oc¬ 
casionally  or  not  at  all,  the  remaining 
third  drinks  ecsessively. 

The  role  of  the  family  is  extremely 
important  in  an  alcoholic’s  recovery. 


Dr.  Senseman,  said.  “We  try  to  inter¬ 
grate  the  alcoholic  back  into  the  fam¬ 
ily  and  make  them  responsible  in  part 
for  his  recovery.  The  family  needs  to 
keep  up  with  their  activities  and  face 
the  crisis  squarely.  Too  often  the  alco¬ 
holic  is  ostracized  because  of  his  be¬ 
havior.” 

Dr.  Louis  Bozzetti,  executive  dep¬ 
uty  director  of  the  National  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Marijuana  and  Drug  Abuse 
and  an  associate  professor  of  psychia¬ 
try  at  the  University  of  California  (San 
Diego),  told  the  Institute  of  recent 
studies  concerning  effects  of  alcohol 
and  marijuana  use. 

He  said  investigations  at  Stanford 
have  shown  that  marijuana  causes  an 
impairment  in  short-term  memory  and 
ability  to  think.  Studies  of  heavy  hash¬ 
ish  users  among  U.S.  soldiers  in  Ger¬ 
many  indicate  that  long  term  use  of 
marijuana  causes  apparent  damage  to 
brain  tissue,  and  could  lead  to  the 
same  cancer  risks  as  tobacco.  Dr.  Boz¬ 
zetti  reported.  He  indicated  that  new. 
projects  are  underway  relating  hered¬ 
ity  and  alcoholism. 

t 

News  in  Brief 

Representatives  of  18  nOn-profit 
homes  for  the  aging  in  Virginia  have 
formed  an  association  and  named  the 
Rev.  R.  Kern  Eutsler,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Virginia  United  Methodist 
Homes,  Inc.,  as  president. 


Why  The  Upper  Rcxxn? 
Who  is  It  for? 

How  does  it  help? 

write:  DEPT.  AD 

THE  UPPER  ROOM 
1908  GRAND  AVENUE 
NASHVILLE,  TENN.  37203 
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ABOVE:  Elementary  III  class,  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport,  making  July 
4th  tray  favors  for  local  hospitals  and  nursing  homes.  (ABOVE  RIGHT) 
Elementary  III  teachers:  Mrs.  W.  J.  Googe,  Mrs.  R.  0.  Smith  and  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Reese.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor. 


UMYs  at  Southside  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe,  placing  a  container  in  the 
cornerstone  of  the  Education 
Building  now  underway.  In  the 
container  are  questionnaires 
filled  out  by  the  youth  indicating 
at  what  age  they  hope  to  marry, 
how  many  children  wanted,  etc. 
Gene  and  Dean  Boozer  are  coun¬ 
selors  for  the  group. 


Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire,  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
pictured  with  children  on  pony 
cart  during  annual  church-wide 
picnic  at  Camp  Istrouma. 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 

The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual,  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 
good  working  order. 


STOP  LIST 


CHEAT 
8*  Open  Diapii 
2'  Fifteenth 
8*  Trumpet 

CHOIR 
8'  Hohl  Flute 
8*  Dulciana 
8'  Clarinet 


73  pipes 
some  notes 
73  pipes 


(low  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 


SWELL 

8*  Geigen  Principal 

8'  Stopped  Flute 
8'  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8'  Voix  Celeste 
4*  Flute  Harm. 

2*  Flautino 
8'  Vox  Humano 


PEDAL 

16'  Major  Bass 

16'  Lieblich  Gedeckt 


(lower  12  pipes 
missing) 

73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pi{>es 
61  pipes 
73  pipes  (??) 
some  are  bad* 
ly  bent 


32  pipes 
12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 


Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 

For  more  information  write  P.O.BOX  1189 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  255-5901 


Vacation  Church  School  boys 
and  girls  and  staff  at  St.  Stephens 
Church,  Bossier  City. 


Vacation  church  school  group  at 
Louisiana  Memorial  Church, 
Opelousas.  Mrs.  Ira  Burleigh 
was  director. 


The  VCS  at  St.  Mark  Church, 
Alexandria,  enrolled  101  chil¬ 
dren.  The  Rev.  Sidney  Irving 
served  as  worship  leader.  The 
Rev.  N.  P.  Perry  is  pastor. 


Youth  participating  in  opening 
ceremonies  of  VCS  at  Simpson 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  and  Di¬ 
rector,  Mrs.  Fern  Worthington. 
The  new  flags  were  paid  for  from 
offerings  received  during  the 
week.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner 
is  pastor.  Attendance  averaged 

67. 


A  total  of  75  pupils  and  workers 
took  part  in  the  Brushwood  United 
Methodist  Church  vacation 
church  school.  The  Rev.  W.  P. 
Cassels  is  pastor. 


Children's  Home 

(Memorial's  list  '  ' 

continued  ) 

MRS.  LARY  HUNTER 
bvMr.  8i  Mrs.  Qaud  W.  Lowe 
PAUL  ARCENEAUX 
by  Mrs .  Dale  Jones 
ERNEST  E.  COHSMAN 
by  Francis  McLean  Circle.  Crowley 
MRS.  SARAH  HAGAN  EVERETT 
by  Mrs .  Sam  Lamkin  &  Boys 
CHARLIE  LAMKIN 

by  Miss  Clara  Patterson,  Mrs.  Martha 
Lazenby  and  Mrs .  Margaret  Hanson  of 
Muskogee,  Oklahoma 
SAM  LAMKIN 

by  Miss  Clar  Patterson,  Mrs.  Martha 
Lazenby  and  Mrs .  Margaret  Hanson  of 
Muskogee,  Oklahoma 
MR.  M.  C.  MANN 
by  Mr* .  Clyde  Taylor,  Mr .  &  Mrs . 
Jesse  Bridges,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Peavy  and 
Methodist  Orphanage  Circle 
THOMAS  FEITH  GLAZE 
by  Mrs.  Blanchard,  Mrs.  Stell,  Mrs. 
Shlrar,  Mrs.  Whittington,  Mrs.  Martin, 
Mrs .  Welch,  Mrs .  Langford,  Mrs . 
Flewellen,  Mrs .  Stewart  and  Mrs . 
Finley 

MRS.  ELLA  HARDEE 
by  Mrs .  Martha  Wimberly 
MISS  ESTELLE  ROWE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  F.  Madden  & 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  O.  B.  Madden  and 
Martha  &  Jennifer 
T.  F.  GLAZE 

by  Charles  &  Zula  Bannerman 
VIRGIL  TANNER,  SR. 

by  Mrs  .  Lucille  C.  Ducote 
MRS.  HOWARD  STALL 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Tom  McAfee  and 
Family 

REV.  R.  H.  STAPLES 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lester  Bennett 
MRS.  SALLY  GALLMAN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .  Lester  Bennett 
M.  J.  HAYNES 

by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Lester  Bennett 
LANCE  BRODNAX 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Warren  White 

J.  A.  davenport 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  White 
JOHN  REILY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Warren  White 
MRS.  MARY  LOUISE  HOPKINS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  White 
L.  G.  HKXHNBOTHAM 
by  Mr.  SMrs.  Warren  White 


AT  THE 


OF  RUSTON 


MAXWELL'S  RESTAURANT 

Serving  Buffet  Each  Sunday 
After  Church  -  Noon 


John  Maxwell 
Your  Host  and 
Innkeeper 


Interstate  20 


News  in  Brief 


The  Rev.  Robert  P.  Lisensky,  vice-  of  Willamette  University,  Salem,  Ore. 
president  for  academic  affairs  at  Ohio  Both  schools  are  United  Methodist-re- 
Wesleyan  University  the  past  six  lated. 
years,  has  been  named  19th  president  t 


Mrs.  Marlene  Miller  directed  the  vacation  church  school  at  Iowa  First 
United  .Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  John  Sayes  is  pastor. 


U.S.  POSTAGE 

STAMP  MACHINES 

If  you  qualify  as  our  local  distributor,  we  will  do  everything  necessary  to  put  you  in  business. 

Men  or  Women  Age  No  Barrier 

Invest  $1795 —  $10,000  NO  RISK  INVESTMENT  100%  Repurchase  Contract 

POSTAGE  STAMPS,  INC.  Dept.  B  300  Interstate  North,  N.W./Atlanta,  Georgia  30339  Phone;  432-4439 
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1030  Convention  Street 
P.  0.  Box  2951 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 


Mark  A.  Lower 

Executive  Director 


Mark  Tullos 

Associate  Director 


Bob  Anderson 

Associate  Executive 
Director 
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Constitutional  Convention  73 


Louisiana’s  Constitutional  Convention  began  a 
second  six  month  general  session  July  5.  The  Con¬ 
vention  will  be  meeting  each  week  throughout  the 
rest  of  the  year.  Its  report  must  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Governor  by  January  4,  1974. 

Several  issues  are  of  major  importance  to  the 
majority  of  Louisiana  citizens;  They  are: 

(1)  Aid  to  non-public  schools 

(2)  Gambling 

(3)  Constitutional  Dedication  of  State  Funds 

Strong  efforts  are  being  exerted  to  delete  the  first 
two.  These  should  remain  intact  and  included  in  the 
new  Constitution.  The  third  —  dedicated  funds  — 
should  be  removed,  with  some  exceptions. 

State  Aid  to  Non-Public  Schools.  There  are  three 
sections  in  our  present  Constitution  which  prohibit 
public  money  being  used,  directly  or  indirectly  to  aid 
private  institutions;  they  are; 

Article  1,  Section  4;  Every  person  has  the 
natural  right  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  No  law  shall 
be  passed  respecting  an  establishment  of  relig¬ 
ion,  nor  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof; 
nor  shall  any  preference  ever  be  given  to,  nor 
any  discrimination  be  made  against,  any 
church,  sect,  or  creed  of  religion,  or  any  form 
of  religious  faith  or  worship. 

Article  2,  Section  8;  No  money  shall  ever 
be  taken  from  the  public  treasury  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  aid  of  any  church,  sect  or  de¬ 
nomination  of  religion,  or  in  aid  of  any  priest, 
preacher,  minister  or  teacher  thereof,  as  such, 
and  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given  to,  nor 
any  discrimination  made  against,  any  church, 
sect  or  creed  of  religion  faith  or  worship.  No 
appropriation  from  the  State  treasury  shall  be 
made  for  private,  charitable  or  benevolent  pur¬ 
poses  to  any  person  or  community  .  .  . 

Article  12,  Section  13;  No  appropriation  of 
public  funds  shall  be  made  to  any  private  or 
sectarian  school. 


INFORMATION  BULLETIN 
OF  THE 

LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION,  INC. 

P.  O.  BOX  2951,  BATON  ROUGE,  LA.  70821 


Bulletin  No.  1 


Gambling,  Lotteries.  It  is  already  well  known 
that  Governor  Edwards,  late  in  May,  advanced  the 
idea  of  a  lottery,  although  now  supposedly  he  has 
dropped  the  idea,  but  occasionally  it  is  still  men¬ 
tioned.  The  question  is  by  no  means  dead  and  ef¬ 
forts  are  now  being  made  to  drop  the  gambling  pro¬ 
hibition  from  the  new  Constitution,  which  is  as  fol¬ 
lows; 

Article  19,  Section  8;  Gambling  is  a  vice 
and  the  Legislature  shall  pass  laws  to  suppress 
it.  Gambling  in  futures  on  agriculture  products 
or  articles  of  necessity,  where  the  intention  of 
the  parties  is  not  to  make  an  honest  and  bona 
fide  delivery,  is  declared  to  be  against  public 
policy;  and  the  Legislature  shall  pass  laws  to 
suppress  it.  Lotteries  and  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets  are  prohibited  in  this  State. 

We  urge  our  readers,  without  delay,  to  contact 
their  delegates  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  and 
insist  that  the  above  mentioned  Articles  remain  in¬ 
tact  and  be  placed  in  the  new  Constitution.  This  is 
vitally  important.  DO  IT  NOW!  Write,  wire  or  con¬ 
tact  personally  these  men  and  women. 


IF  YOU  ARE  NOT  RECEIVING  LMCF 
MATERIALS  FORWARD  CORRECT  NAME 
AND  ADDRESS  TO:  LOUISIANA  MORAL 
AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION,  INC.,  P.O. 
BOX  2951,  BATON  ROUGE,  LA.  70821 


Dedicated  Fun^.  Forty  percent  of  State  money 
is  obligated  under  Constitutional  dedication.  This 
includes  tax  on  the  sale  of  beer.  Because  of  this 
dedication  beer  is  a  “Sacred  Cow”  in  Louisiana.  Its 
sale  is  constitutionally  protected.  The  people  cannot 
vote  out  its  sale.  The  last  sentence  of  Article  18, 
Section  10  reads: 

“Until  all  such  valid  claims  for  bonuses  and 
all  such  notes,  bonds,  certificates  of  indebted¬ 
ness,  or  other  evidences  of  debt,  and  all  inter¬ 
est  thereon  shall  have  been  paid  in  full,  the 
said  tax  shall  not  be  abolished  or  reduced  and 
no  laws  shall  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
Louisiana  affecting  adversely  the  collection 
thereof.” 


For  this  reason,  as  well  as  many  others,  we  are 
opposed  to  dedicated  taxes,  except  as  they  involve 
municipal  and  parish  bodies. 

Many  of  Louisiana’s  financial  problems  through 
the  years  would  never  have  come  about,  except  for 
the  high  percentage  of  state  funds  constitutionally 
dedicated. 

Talk  to  your  Constitutional  delegate  about  this 
and  let  us  remove  the  unnecessary  dedications. 

Executive  Director,  Mark  Lower  will  be  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  most  all  sessions  of  the  Convention  and 
will  report  as  circumstances  demand. 

Remember,  this  is  your  Constitution  and  will 
affect  the  lives  of  the  people  of  this  state  for  per¬ 
haps  another  one  hundred  years.  Let  your  voices  be 
heard  and  make  your  wishes  known  without  delay. 

For  further  information  write: 

Mark  A.  Lower,  Executive  Director 

Box  2951 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 


P.S.  If  you  do  not  know  the  name  of  your  Con¬ 
stitutional  Convention  delegate,  call  your  Parish 
Courthouse. 
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gNjTENARY  COLLEGE 
SHREVEPORT,  LA. 

TO  BE  TAKEN  OUT 


Officials  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  at  Franklin,  the  Rev. 
James  L.  Adams  (seated),  chairman  of  Retired  Ministers’  Homes 
Board,  Inc.  of  the  Louisiana  Confernece,  and  Lafayette  District 
Superintendent  Kenneth  McDowell,  complete  transaction  for  pur¬ 
chase  of  lot  on  which  a  home  for  retired  minister  will  be  con¬ 
structed.  (Standing,  left  to  right)  John  Coleman,  attorney;  Mr. 
Robertson,  Administrative  Board  representative;  Lawrence  Hoy 
Board  of  Trustees  representative,  McDowell,  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
McCammon,  pastor. 

Lthe 

oulsiam 

(Detho6ist 

25th  YEAR  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  2,  1973  NO.  30 

Dear  Louisiana  Methodists: 

The  Shell  Oil  Company,  located  in  the  impressive  New  Orleans 
skyscraper  at  One  Shell  Plaza,  sends  me  their  Shell  News  each  month. 

This  beautifully  done  trade  magazine  caught  my  eye  with  great  force 
when  recently  their  issue  headlined  sensitivity  to  the  high  cost  of  alco¬ 
holism.  They  faced  the  issue  squarely  and  with  impressive  scientific 
evidence  and  moral  responsibility.  I  applaud  Shell  for  this,  and  profited 
greatly  from  reading  the  magazine. 

And  on  July  3  in  New  Orleans  about  30  youths  formed  a  parade  and 
marched  jight  down  the  center  of  Canal  Street.  The  purpose  of  the  parade? 

To  call  attention  to  the  problem  of  drunken  driving.  Their  placards  and 
signs  were  ingenious  and  their  purpose  serious  and  sincere.  1  applaud 
these  young  people  who  care.  They  really  care. 

Tucked  away  in  the  comer  of  a  local  newspaper  was  this  interest¬ 
ing  item:  "The  newest  problem  drinker  causing  concern  is  not  a  pres¬ 
sured  executive,  bored  housewife,  or  skid  row  bum,  according  to  a  Los 
Angeles  dispatch.  It  is  a  child,  sometimes  no  more  than  11  or  12  years 
old.  At  a  recent  Alcoholics  Anonymous  meeting,  one  member  was  honored 
for  having  made  it  a  year  without  drinking.  He  was  11  years  old.  Another 
reported  he  had  been  sober  for  a  month.  He  was  10.  "  I  applaud  the  news¬ 
paper  for  daring  to  print  this;  some  of  their  best  advertisers  might  not 
like  it. 

Another  major  oil  company  in  America  last  month  stated  from  its 
central  offices  that  "alcohol  is  now  our  number  one  problem . " 

Could  these  notes  be  straws  in  the  wind,  "a  cloud  no  larger  than  a 
man’s  hand",  that  presage  a  growing  sensitivity  to  the  problem  alcohol  now 
presents?  Let  us  fervently  hope  so. 


Faithfully  yours. 


^vy 
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Five  ministers  needing  homes  in  1974, 

$60,000  yet  to  be  raised . 

Franklin  Church  shares  in  purchase 


of  site  for  Retired 

The  construction  of  a  home  for  re¬ 
tired  ministers  moved  a  step  further 
toward  realization  on  July  24  when 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Franklin  and  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Board,  Inc.,  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  purchased  a  lot  in  East- 
wood  for  the  construction  of  the 
home.  The  Rev.  James  L.  Adams, 
Chairman  of  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Board,  represented  the  Board 
in  the  transaction. 

The  home  will  be  built  on  a  shared 
basis,  the  Franklin  church  paying  one- 
half  and  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes 
Board  paying  one-half.  The  building 


Ministers’  home 

is  scheduled  for  completion  by  the 
1974  Annual  Conference. 

Mr.  Adams  reports  that  there  are 
five  ministers  requesting  homes  for  the 
1974  conference  year.  The  cost  of 
providing  these  homes  is  approximate¬ 
ly  $110,000.  The  Board  presently  has 
$37,000  on  hand  for  building.  The 
Franklin  church  will  provide  approxi¬ 
mately  $14,000.  This  leaves  a  balance 
of  $60,000  to  be  raised  this  confer¬ 
ence  year.  Mr.  Adams  stated  that  “this 
is  not  an  impossible  goal  if  all  will  re¬ 
spond  in  September,  Retired  Ministers’ 
Home  month.” 

t 


Lay  Retreat  looks  at  the  family 


Approximately  160  persons  gather¬ 
ed  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport 
this  last  weekend  for  the  17th  Annual 
Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Retreat  for 
United  Methodist  Men,  Women  and 
Youth. 

Conference  Lay  Leader  Tom  Ma- 
theny  welcomed  the  group  and  remind¬ 
ed  them  that  as  the  laity  of  the  church 
their  opportunities  and  responsibilities 
were  indicated  by  the  fact  that  “the 
church  must  always  stand  for  re-elec¬ 
tion.”  Sharing  the  duties  of  presiding 
at  the  sessions  with  Mr.  Mathcny  were 
Allen  L.  Brown,  Vice  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Laity,  and  C.  W.  Patterson, 
Shreveport  District  Lay  Leader.  The 
singing  was  led  by  Joe  Pierce,  an  As¬ 
sociate:  Lay  Leader. 

“A  Better  Family  Life  through 
Better  Communication”  was  the  theme 
of  the  major  presentations  led  by  Dr. 
Millard  J.  Bienvenue,  Sr.,  chairman  of 
the  Department  of  Sociology  —  Social 
Work  at  Northwestern  State  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Natchitoches.  He 
spoke  to  the  need  for  more  openness 
and  honesty  between  parents  and 
youth,  called  for  a  greater  willingness 
to  face  the  realities  of  our  world  and 
lifted  up  the  role  the  family  must  play 
in  providing  basic  communication 
skills  for  children  and  youth.  Small 
group  discussion  and  communication 


Sharing  in  orientation  at  the  opening 
session  of  the  Conference  Lay  Re¬ 
peat  were  Conference  Lay  Leader 
Tom  Matheny(at  left) and  Vice  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Laity  Allen  L 
Brown. 


exercises  followed  his  presentations. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  gave  the 
sermon  on  Sunday  morning  in  Brown 
Chapel.  Speaking  on  the  theme  of 
loyalties,  he  stated  that  “our  lives  are 
measured  by  our  loyalties,  and  the 
cause  to  which  we  attach  ourselves 
may  be  our  greatness.”  “Man’s  great¬ 
est  glory,”he  stated,  is  his  “representa¬ 
tive  capacity.”  “The  person  with  the 
least  can  stand  for  the  most;  the  indi- 

Please  turn  to  page  2 
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Springs,  for  new  sanctuary  which  will  replace  the  former  one  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Jan.  13th  of  this  year.  Shown  are  Nick  Parrino  (left),  contractor; 

soil  during  ceremony-Joe  Jackson  (left),  building  committee 
chairman,  and  Dr.  T  Waldo  Morgan  (right),  chairman  of  trustees;  Dr. 
Robert  Qichlow  (right).  Baton  Rouge  District  superintendent  and  the  Rev 
Carey  Martin,  pastor  (next  to  him)  officiated. 
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Dr.  Millard  Bienvenu,  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Sociology-Social  Work 
at  Northwestern  State  University, 
addresses  the  Lay  Retreat.  His  topic 
was  “A  Better  Family  Life  through 
Better  Communication.” 


Youth  were  well  represented  among  the  some  160  persons  at¬ 
tending  the  Lay  Retreat.  Shown  above  are  some  of  the  ten 
small  groups  discussing  better  communication  in  the  family. 


Shown  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Sunday  morning  Wor¬ 
ship  Service  in  Brown  Chapel  on  the  Centenary 
campus  are,  from  left:  Cecil  Bland,  Associate  Con¬ 
ference  Director;  Hubert  Blanchard,  Associate  Con¬ 
ference  Lay  Leader  for  Lay  Life  and  Work;  Joe 
Pierce,  Associate  District  Lay  Leader;  Allen  L. 
Brown,  Vice  Chairman,  Board  of  Laity;  Tom  Matheny, 
Conference  Lay  Leader;  and  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield,  who  gave  the  sermon  at  the  service. 


from  page  one 

LAY  RETREAT 

vidual  who  is  the  smallest  can  attach 
himself  to  the  greatest.”  Bishop 
Crutchfield  paid  tribute  to  the  laity  of 
Louisiana  who  “during  this  first  year 
of  my  work  here  have  meant  far  more 
to  me  than  I  could  ever  possibly  mean 
to  any  of  them.” 

On  Saturday  evening,  at  an  informal 
meeting  following  the  program,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Conference  Sepcial  Struc¬ 
ture  Study  Committee  shared  a  report 
with  the  group  and  responded  to  ques¬ 
tions  concerning  various  aspects  of  the 
Committee’s  study.  The  1000  Club 
Policy  Committee  also  met  on  Satur¬ 
day  to  study  the  By-Laws  of  the  Club. 

Persons  attending  the  Retreat  were 
most  complimentary  of  the  event. 
Youth  from  the  Conference  were  well 
represented  at  the  Retreat. 
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PATTERSON  CHURCH  PLANS 
CELEBRATION,  DEDICATIONS 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell,  La¬ 
fayette  District  superintendent,  will  be 
the  guest  preacher  for  a  homecoming 
celebration  at  Patterson  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Sunday,  Aug.  5.  The 
day’s  activities  will  begin  with  a  hymn¬ 
sing  at  10:30  a.m.,  to  be  followed  at 
1 1  a.m.  with  morning  worship  and 
an  old  fashioned  picnic  on  the  church 
grounds  at  noon. 

A  highlight  of  the  day  will  be  the 
dedication  of  a  new  organ,  a  new 
central  air-conditioning  system,  and 
refurbishings  in  the  fellowship  hall. 
The  “old  oak  tree”  which  has  stood 
on  the  church  grounds  for  many  years, 
will  be  registered  with  the  Louisiana 
Live  Oak  Society. 

The  Rev.  George  Sherman  is  pastor, 
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Thirty-eight  lay  persons 
from  the  New  Orleans 
District  came  by  bus  to 
the  Lay  Retreat.  Shown 
are,  from  left:  Durwood 
Adams;  bus  driver  B.  F. 
Merenda;  Walter  Harris; 
and  Truman  Ward. 


Visiting  in  Brown  Chapel 
are,  from  left:  Woody 
Atkinson,  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict  lay  leader;  the  Rev. 
Jerry  Means,  First 
Church,  Lafayette;  the 
Rev.  W.  L.  Nolan,  Lake- 
view  Church,  Shreveport; 
and  the  Rev.  Andy  Fore¬ 
man,  a  Conference  Evan¬ 
gelist. 


School  of  Missions  attracts  190  participants 


The  annual  School  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion,  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  WSCS  and  WSG,  was  held  at 
Centenary  College  this  past  week.  A 
successful  turnout  was  noted  when  190 
persons  registered  for  the  various 
classes.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas  of 
Baton  Rouge,  was  the  dean  of  the 
school. 

Courses  taught  were:  Contemporary 
Christians  and  their  Writings;  Justice, 
Liberation  and  Development;  and  Wo¬ 
men,  Over  half  the  Earth’s  People. 
Special  emphases  included:  Women’s 
Rights  under  the  Louisiana  Law,  What 


price  Health,  and  a  message  from  the 
Rev.  Clare  Powers,  Secretary,  The 
Women’s  Fellowship  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Great  Britain,  —  plus  sev¬ 
eral  special  worship  experiences. 

Plans  were  discussed  by  leaders  of 
the  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
for  the  final  Conference  Meetings  of 
these  two  groups  to  be  held  at  Asbury 
Church,  in  Lafayette,  Sept.  21,  and 
the  first  organizational  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  Women  on  the  Con¬ 
ference  Level,  Sept.  22. 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton  of  Elton, 


president  Louisiana  WSCS,  and  Mrs. 
Louis  M.  Bennett,  Chairman,  WSG, 
emphasized  that  the  women  in  organ¬ 
ization  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
arc  still  led  by  their  purpose  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Mission;  they  are  not  “separate 
from  the  church”,  but  very  viteilly  a 
part  of  that  church,  dedicated  to  keep 
alive  the  goal  of  Mission  throughout 
the  world  in  the  church. 

Theme  for  the  new  women’s  organ¬ 
ization  is  “Celebrate  the  New”. 

Later  news  releases  will  present  the 
details  of  the  September  meeting, 
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REMINDERS 

Thursday,  August  10,  is  the 
date  for  the  next  MISSION 
TOUR  sponsored  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Mission. 
This  Tour  will  be  to  the 
Monroe  District  and  South 
Monroe  Larger  Parish. 

PEOPLES’  COMMUNITY 
CENTER  DAY  is  to  be  Sunday, 
August  12.  Special  offerings 
are  to  be  received  on  that  day 
for  the  support  of  the  New 
Orleans  center. 


The  School  of  Christian  Mission  held  at  Centenary 
College  last  week  featured  a  British  visitor,  the 
Rev.  Clare  Powers,  secretary  of  the  Women’s  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Great  Britain. 
She  is  standing  above,  center,  with  Mrs.  Shirley 


Hoffpauir,  Lake  Charles  District  WSCS  president, 
and  Mrs.  Louis  M.  Bennett,  WSG  chairman. 
CENTER:  Mrs.  Robert  Compton  of  Elton,  Con¬ 

ference  WSCS  president,  visits  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
N.  Thomas  (center)  of  Baton  Rouge,  who  served  as 


Dean  of  the  school,  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  McGowan  (right). 
Baton  Rouge,  resource  person. 

ABOVE:  Mrs.  Gladys  Dean  (seated)  registers  Mrs. 
Paul  Beraud  from  First  Church,  Lafayette,  and  Mrs. 
J.  E.  McCampbell,  of  Firsi  Church,  Alexandria. 
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T he  Editor's  Pulpit 


CHICKEN  MAN 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor's  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  “From  Our  Readers”  column.  Page  9) 


to 

WHAT  ABOUT  TONGUES-SPEAKING 
AND  FAITH-HEALING? 

Few  matters  are  of  more  wide-spread  interest  these  days  than  those 
several  issues  which  come  to  focus  in  the  tongues-speaking  and  faith¬ 
healing  movements,  to  mention  just  two  of  the  more  dramatic  activities 
presently  in  vogue  among  many  in  the  Christian  fellowship. 

To  observe  that  these  matters  are  of  wide-spread  interest  is  not  to 
say  that  they  should  therefore  be  priority  agenda  items  for  all  Christians. 
While  these  limited  remarks  cannot  possibly  address  the  many-faceted 
issues  related  to  these  activities,  it  seems  that  at  least  two  basic  observa¬ 
tions  need  to  be  made.  One:  While  these  sensational  aspects  of  religious 
faith  claim  the  spotlight,  other  very  vital  concerns  of  the  Christian  mission 
are  frustrated  in  giving  the  vital  contribution  so  needed  from  them.  Two; 
the  interest  and  enthusiasms  which  tongues-speaking  and  faith-healing  have 
evoked  reflect  a  spiritual  hunger  which  must  be  responded  to  and  reveal 
a  frenzied  yearning  for  spiritual  experience  which  lays  a  just  and  heavy 
claim  upon  the  established  church. 

Several  things  come  to  the  fore. 

One  is  that  United  Methodists,  among  most  all  other  Christians,  are 
in  a  unique  position  to  respond  creatively  and  reconcilingly  to  these  issues 
which  so  often  confuse,  threaten  and  divide  Christians.  Why?  Because  we 
are  a  people  who  are  bound  together  on  the  priority  basis  of  our  faith  in 
Christ  above  all  other  considerations  of  doctrinal  test,  confessional  stand¬ 
ard,  mode  of  worship  or  any  other  secondary  considerations.  John  Wesley 
said  “If  your  heart  is  as  my  heart,  give  me  your  hand”;  he  didn’t  say  “If 
your  head  is  as  my  head  .  .  .”  Within  the  four-fold  guidline  of  scripture, 
Christian  heritage,  personal  experience  and  critical  reason,  we  have  a 
tradition  of  tolerance  and  brotherly  love  that  enables  the  spirit  of  God  to 
work  it’s  wonders  of  creative  guidance,  reconciliation  and  revelation. 

A  second  major  consideration  that  comes  to  the  fore  at  such  a  time 
is  that  it  is,  finally,  people  who  are  involved.  Persons  are  the  ultimate 
consideration.  Issues  must  be  judged  by  the  way  they  affect  persons  and 
by  the  way  they  unite  the  body  of  Christ.  We  have,  and  must  certainly 
maintain,  the  freedom  to  differ  with  each  other’s  point  of  view.  But  our 
freedom  to  judge  another’s  opinion  must  not  become  our  license  to  reject 
him  as  a  person.  This  holds  for  all  sides  in  any  difference  of  opinion. 

These  few  remarks  do  not  attempt  to  address  other  factors  surround¬ 
ing  these  and  related  issues.  Such  factors  are  many  and  they  are  import¬ 
ant;  but  they  are  secondary  to  the  fundamental  consideration  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  persons. 

One  tendency  of  many  United  Methodists  has  been  to  view  these 
matters  primarily  as  problems.  Isn’t  it  more  accurate  to  say  that  they  are 
opportunities;  opportunities  not  only  to  respond  to  spiritual  hunger,  but 
opportunities  to  demonstrate  that  the  church  can  preach  a  saving  gospel 
to  the  world  and  also  witness  to  it’s  reconciling  power  even  within  it’s 
own  walls.  Such  is  one  shape  of  the  challenge  before  us  now.  Are  we  up 
to  it? 

MEN'S  LIB 


I  guess  I  never  will  be  able  to  forget  the  summer  we  painted  the 
chicken  green.  (Come  to  think  of  it,  I  suspect  the  experience  lingered 
awhile  in  the  chicken’s  memory,  too.)  I  was  about  six  years  old,  my 
brother  two  years  more  than  that,  and  our  evil  cousin  from  Texas,  the 
real  master-mind  behind  the  whole  ghastly  deed,  was  about  92.  Or  at  least 
he  seemed  a  whole  lot  older  to  me  at  the  time.  It  was  the  same  summer 
that  we  hit  daddy  over  the  head  with  a  golf  club  as  he  came  up  into  the 
attic  where  we  were  hiding.  For  some  reason  or  other  this  show  of  affection 
so  impressed  father  that  he  hasn’t  let  us  forget  it  ’till  yet.  Events  like  that 
make  a  summer  easy  to  remember. 

Anyway,  we  cousins  used  to  gather  at  Papa’s  and  Nana’s  on  oc¬ 
casional  summers  and  enjoy  the  time  together,  as  you  may  have  already 
observed. 

In  reference  to  the  event  at  hand  my  memory  is  perfectly  clear.  The 
Texan  wielded  the  brush,  my  brother  did  the  cheering-on,  and  all  I  did 
(and  my  recollection  of  the  events  at  that  point  in  time  is  exact;  I’m  your 
best  witness  on  this)  all  I  did  was  to  hold  the  chicken.  Honestly.  That’s 
all.  (I  shouldn’t  say  “that’s  all,”  for  there  simply  isn’t  any  “that’s  all”  to  it 
when  you’re  six  years  old  and  trying  to  hold  a  chicken  who  isn’t  exactly 
delighted  ova:  the  honor  about  to  be  bestowed  on  him.) 

Now  before  this  gets  out  of  hand  let  me  hasten,  in  all  seriousness 
now,  to  say  that  I  recount  this  blemished  moment  in  my  youth  with  no 
joy  whatsoever.  I  share  it  with  you  to  what  I  hope  can  be  a  redemptive 
end.  For  more  than  having  been  a  painter  of  chickens,  I  must  confess 
that  I  have  been  something  far  worse  than  that.  I  have  been  a  people- 
painter.  And  at  the  risk  of  wrongfully  drawing  you  into  this  same  un¬ 
complimentary  human  corruptness,  I  suspect  that  you  have  too. 

Stop  and  consider  how  we  color  people  to  suit  our  whims,  without 
any  regard  to  what  they  might  want  and  desire  for  themselves  or  for  what 
God  might  have  in  mind  for  them.  We  see  someone  we  don’t  like  and  we 
paint  them  with  prejudice.  We  are  jealous  of  others  and  we  smear  them 
with  gossip  or  color  them  with  covetousness.  Someone  whose  religious 
views  differ  from  our  own  “correct”  ones  we  paint  as  immature  in  the 
faith.  And  so  on,  down  the  list  of  all  the  hues,  tones  and  variations  of  the 
color  chart. 

As  God  made  that  poor  chicken  to  be  as  he  was,  and  we  violated  the 
beauty  of  that  creation,  so  God  has  made  each  of  us  to  become  what  he 
wants  us  to  be,  and  not  as  we  may  color  one  another.  It  behooves  each 
of  us  to  keep  our  paint  pots  pointed  toward  the  canvass  and  not  at  each 
other. 
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THINK-A-GRAM:  Old  Chinese  Proverb:  “All  the  people  are  your  rela¬ 
tives;  expect  therefore  trouble  from  them.” 
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DIRTY  JOURNALISM 

A  former  friend  of  mine  telephoned  the  other  morning  and  ruined 
what  had  started  out  to  be  a  perfectly  beautiful  day.  “We’re  getting  two 
copies  of  the  paper  and  I  thought  you  ought  to  correct  that,”  he  stated. 
“No  problem,”  I  assured  him,  but  suggested  that  he  could  find  some  way 
to  share  such  bounty.  His  response:  “But  we’ve  got  only  one  bird  cage.” 

J.S.W. 
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One  matter  that  will  need  to  be  faced  and  resolved,  both  on  a  nation¬ 
al  level  and  in  at  least  two  of  our  own  annual  conferences,  is  whether  or 
not  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  of  our  United  Methodist  men  —  by  them¬ 
selves.  It  isn’t  a  question  that  has  anything  to  do  with  the  women’s  libera¬ 
tion  movement.  It’s  simply  whether  or  not  the  men  will  meet  together  or 
not.  Our  youth  do.  Our  women  do.  So  why  not  a  separate  meeting  for 
our  men?  There  is  a  great  need,  to  be  sure,  for  family-type  meetings.  But 
as  valuable  as  these  are,  they  still  do  not  afford  our  men  the  opportunity 
to  have  the  kind  of  fellowship  together  that  has  meant  so  much  in  the  past 
when  our  lay  men’s  assemblies  were  just  that., 

No  axe  to  grind  here;  just  an  observation  about  what  seems  to  be  a 
legitimate  concern  of  many  of  our  men.  National  news  releases  stated  that 
many  men  boycotted  the  recent  National  Conference  of  the  Laity  for  just 
such  reasons.  There  really  shouldn’t  be  the  need  for  such  a  harsh  response. 
There  are  good  reasons  why  the  men  should  meet  by  themselves  as  a 
group.  They  should  have  such  an  opportunity  without  anyone  feeling 
offended.  j.S.w. 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


Delegates  to  the  biennial  convention  of  the  Luth^ 
eran  Church-Missouri  Synod  in  New  Orleans  des¬ 
ignated  the  controversial  1972  doctrinal  statement 
of  its  president.  Dr.  Jacob  A.  O.  Preus,  as  a  “for¬ 
mal  and  comprehensive  statement  of  belief.”  Adopt¬ 
ed  by  a  vote  of  562-455,  the  elevation  of  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  statement  to  such  a  level  of  authority  through¬ 
out  the  denomination,  was  recognized  as  a  major 
victory  for  the  ultra-conservative  group  in  the 
church.  One  of  the  significant  aspects  of  the  action 
was  its  opening  the  door  to  what  conservatives  and 
moderates  have  described  as  a  “heresy  trial”  of 
members  of  the  faculty  of  Concordia  Theological 
Seminary  in  St.  Louis. 


The  all-but-ousted  president  of  Concordia 
Seminary  would  not  i^e  out  the  strong  possi¬ 
bility  that  a  large  new  church  might  emerge  out 
of  the  controversy.  Dr.  John  Tietjen  said  that 
strong  actions  taken  by  the  New  Orleans  con¬ 
vention  have  prompted  “a  solidification  (rf  the 
45  per  cent  of  the  church  that  voted  in  the  mi¬ 
nority.  He  said  the  actkms  may  be  forcing 
what  he  described  as  “that  great  minority”  in¬ 
to  “a  confessing  witness.” 


A  Roman  Catholic  priest’s  claim  in  London  that 
Portuguese  troops  have  carried  out  massacres  “ri¬ 
valing  My  Lai”  in  Mozambique,  an  African  colony, 
has  spurred  international  diplomatic  turmoil.  Citing 
reports  from  Spanish  missionaries  in  Mozambique, 
Father  Adrian  Hastings  made  the  charge  in  a  by- 
lined  story  on  the  front  page  of  The  Times  of  Lon¬ 
don. 


“Christian  involvement  in  health  care — when 
based  primarily  on  a  hospital  oriented”  ap¬ 
proach — is  not  only  ineffective  but  is  also  un¬ 
just,  according  to  a  position  paper  adopted  by 
the  Christian  Medical  Commission  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  New,  intensive  investiga¬ 
tion  of  ways  to  use  limited  resources  more  ef¬ 
ficiently  is  mandatory,  the  commission  stress^, 
underscoring  the  need  for  “real  collaboration 
of  health  workers  with  those  working  in  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  sectors  of  community  life.” 

A  Canadian  Anglican  priest  recently  said  in  an  iri- 
terview  that  he  was  “irked  to  death”  over  his, 
church’s  approach  to  the  remarriage  of  divorced 
persons.  Archdeacon  T.  A.  Wilkinson  of  Toronto 
said  he  is  often  tempted  to  tell  a  couple  to  go  to 
the  nearest  United  Church  rather  than  face  “the 
real  rigamarole  involved  in  the  Anglican  Church  of 
Canada.”  This  was  a  reference  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  United  Church  remarriage  of  divorced  persons  is 
at  the  discretion  of  the  local  minister. 


A  controversial  school  voucher  experiment, 
which  was  to  have  begun  in  New  Hampshire 
this  September,  has  been  deferred  for  at  least  a 
year.  Under  the  experiment,  which  would  have 
been  conducted  by  the  Office  of  Economic  Op¬ 
portunity,  parents  would  have  been  given  edur 
cation  expense  vouchers  with  which  they  could 
send  their  children  to  public  or  private  (includ¬ 
ing  parochial)  school. 

The  new  President  of  the  Republic  of  Ireland,  an 
English-born  Protestant,  has  suggested  that  the  key 
to  a  lasting  peace  in  strife-ridden  Northern  Ireland 
could  be  found  in  “forgetfulness.”  Erskine  H.  Chil¬ 
ders  said  that  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  on 
cither  side  of  the  “great  divide”  in  Ulster  have  “to 
forget  the  past.”  He  appeared  on  the  ABC  program, 
“Issues  and  Answers.” 


The  Vatican  has  denied  allegations  that  it 
soi^ht  to  prevent  Archbishop  Helder  Peesoa 
Camara  of  Olinda-Recife,  Brazil,  from  receiv¬ 
ing  a  nomination  for  the  1973  Nobel  Peace 
Prize.  According  to  press  reports  in  Lynn, 
France,  some  delegates  to  a  Catholic  Social 
Week  there  charged  that  the  Vatican  had  op¬ 
posed  the  nomination  of  the  Brazilian  prelate 
because  of  his  reported  advocacy  of  non-violent 
overthrow  of  existing  socio-economic  structures 
in  the  Third  World. 

Two  U.  S.  presidents — James  A.  Garfield  and  Lyn¬ 
don  B.  Johnson — will  be  honored  in  stained  glass 
memorial  windows  at  the  National  City  Christian 
Church  in  Washington.  Dr.  George  R.  Davis,  min¬ 
ister  of  the  congregation,  said  the  project  will  cost 
about  $50,000  to  commemorate  the  two  Chief  Ex¬ 
ecutives,  both  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ.) 

The  moderator  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada 
says  he  is  committed  to  Sunday  observance,  but 
that  it  can  no  longer  be  based  on  “a  narrow 
interpretation  of  the  Bible.”  In  an  interview 
with  the  Toronto  Star,  Dr.  N.  Bruce  McLeod 
said  the  approach  of  the  churches  to  Sunday 
must  be  different  from  what  it  was  in  the  past. 

“It  used  to  be  tightly  tied  to  the  Old  Testament 
injunctions  about  keeping  the  seventh  day  holy,” 
he  said,  but  in  a  pluralistic  society  it  would  be 
wrong  to  impose  our  views  on  others.” 

In  London,  in  an  ouspoken  attack  on  Communist 
“persecution  of  religion,”  Cardinal  John  Heenan  of 
Westminster  challenged  the  Hungarian  government 
to  invite  exiled  Cardinal  Josef  Mindszenty  to  return 
home.  Only  then,  he  said,  could  the  regime  prove  it 
is  “truly  earnest  about  spreading  peace.  The  Roman 
Catholic  Primate  of  England  made  the  challenge 
in  a  recent  sermon  at  Westminster  Cathedral  in  the 
presence  of  the  81 -year-old  Hungarian  Primate  who 
had  come  to  Britain  for  a  four-day  visit. 

Members  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Po¬ 
lice  received  Gideon  Bibles  marked  with  the 
Mountie  emblem  to  commemorate  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  police  force.  Delegates  at¬ 
tending  the  national  Gideon  convention  at  Wa¬ 
terloo,  Ont.  were  told  that  a  special  edition 
dedicated  to  the  RCMP  had  been  printed  and 
distributed. 

Viennese  critics  have  been  lavishing  praise  on  a 
Georgetown  University  senior  for  his  performance 
in  Leonard  Bernstein’s  theater  piece,  “Mass,”  dur¬ 
ing  its  European  premiere  at  the  Vienna  Konzert- 
haus.  Michael  Hume,  son  of  the  Washington  Post 
music  critic  Paul  Hume,  is  a  tenor  soloist  singing 
the  pivotal  role  of  the  Celebrant  in  the  production, 
which  was  composed  for  the  official  opening  of  the 
Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts  in  Wash¬ 
ington  in  September,  1971. 

Dr.  William  Tolbert,  Jr.,  president  of  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Liberia,  became  the  first  head  of  state 
ever  to  preach  at  the  largest  Southern  Baptist 
church  in  the  world  when  he  recently  delivered 
a  sermon  at  First  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas. 
Believed  also  to  be  the  first  black  person  ever 
to  preach  at  that  church’s  Sunday  morning  ser¬ 
vice,  Dr.  Tolbert,  who  is  the  immediate  past- 
president  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  said 
that  Christians  must  first  understand  and  sym¬ 
pathize  with  people  where  they  are  and  then 
“minister  to  the  whole  needs  of  such  people 
through  a  ‘whole  salvation’  program.” 

There  are  1,000  or  more  publie  high  schools  scat¬ 
tered  around  the  country  offering  non-devotional 
religion  courses,  according  to  Dr.  Nicholas  Piedis- 
calzi,  chairman  of  the  Department  of  Religion  at 
Wright  State  University,  Dayton,  Ohio.  A  number 
of  universities  have  developed  high  school  level  re¬ 
ligion  cources  since  the  court’s  decision,  in  keeping 
with  that  part  of  the  decision  which  stated  that  a 
course  of  study  about  religion  is  constitutional 


yknglican  Bishop  Trevor  Huddleston  of  Step¬ 
ney,  East  London,  has  proposed  the  creation  of 
an  “ethical  think  tank”  to  relate  unchanging 
ethical  principles  to  modem  problems.  In  a 
letter  to  the  London  Times,  reacting  to  an  ar¬ 
ticle  by  Lord  Longford,  Bishop  Huddleston 
wrote  “I  believe  that  the  greatest  single  cause 
for  the  lack  of  credibility  in  the  ethical  and 
moral  field  is  to  be  found  in  a  factor  which  is 
entirely  new,  indeed  unique  in  our  generation.” 

Two  groups — modernists  and  traditionalists  —  are 
making  the  most  “noise”  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  today,  and  most  Catholics  are  growing  tired 
of  them.  Cardinal  John  Heenan  has  said  in  London. 
The  cardinal  made  the  comment  in  an  interview 
with  the  London-based  Catholic  Herald.  The  inter¬ 
view  was  made  in  conjunction  with  the  tenth  an¬ 
niversary  of  Vatican  II  and  the  cardinal’s  tenth 
year  as  Archbishop  of  Westminster. 

The  new  Apostolic  Delegate  to  the  United 
States  indicated  on  his  arrival  in  Washington 
that  he  hoped  to  develop  relations  with  non- 
Catholics  as  well  as  Catholics  in  the  United 
States.  Archbishop  Jean  Jadot  said  his  wish 
is  to  become  “a  link  between  the  Holy  Father 
and  the  Church  in  the  United  States,”  and  then 
went  on  to  say  he  also  hoped  to  serve  as  a  link 
with  other  Christians,  members  of  the  Jewish 
community  and  all  men  of  goodwill. 

The  parents  of  singer  Pat  Boone  were  recently  “de- 
fellowshipped”  by  a  Church  of  Christ  in  Nashville 
because  of  spiritual  manifestations  which,  church 
leaders  say,  make  the  couple  unable  “to  walk  in  the 
old  paths  of  God’s  word.”  Action  against  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Boone  took  place  in  July  1972,  but  was 
only  recently  revealed  in  a  copyrighted  story  by 
Nashville  Tennessean  religion  editor  W.  A.  Reed. 
Fellowship  was  withdrawn  by  the  Granny  White 
Church  of  Christ.  Congregations  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  are  fully  autonomous.  The  withdrawal  means 
the  Boones  are  not  called  upon  to  take  part  in  plan¬ 
ning  or  implementing  the  worship  and  work  of  the 
congregation.  They  continue  to  attend  the  church 
and  are  permitted  to  take  part  in  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
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PORTLAND,  Ore.  -  Bill  Moyers,  the  Southern 
Baptist  minister  who  was  President  Lyndon  John¬ 
son’s  press  secretary,  tells  some  2,000  Southern 
Baptist  women  that  America’s  real  crisis  is 
“neither  technological  nor  environmental,’’  but 
rather  is  "moral  and  political.’’  Mr.  Moyers,  who 
is  now  public  affairs  commentator  for  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System  in  New  York  City,  told  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  in  Portland  that  the  trial  that 
democracy  is  undergoing  in  America  today  is 
greater  than  at  any  other  time  since  the  Civil 
War.  (RNS  Photo) 
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The  Church’s  Ministry 
in  Higher  Education 

by  the  Rev.  Roy  B.  Nash 

Director,  Tulane-Newcomb  Wesley  Foundation 


personal  growth  and  development  and 
significant  learning  experiences  that 
the  church,  its  clergy  and  lay  persons 
often  provide.  Engagement  in  prophet¬ 
ic  inquiry  into  the  substance  of  life  and 
faith  and  the  meaning  this  can  bring 
toward  vision-shaping  and  decision¬ 


lege  to  affirm  the  university  in  its  pur¬ 
suit  to  create  and  to  maintain  within 
its  own  sphere  of  influence  an  open, 
just,  humane  and  pluralistic  com¬ 
munity,  and  further  in  its  efforts  to 
engender  the  same  for  society  at-large. 
It  also  has  been  given  the  responsibi¬ 


IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE  CHURCH’S  MINISTRY 
IN  HIGHER  EDUCATION 

My  approach  toward  formulating,  implementing  and  catrying  out  the 
church’s  ministry  in  higher  education  is  as  follows: 

1.  Identify  the  most  pressing  human  needs  which  exist  in  the  higher 
education  community  which  you  serve. 

2.  Having  identified  those  needs,  assess  the  resources  and  knowledge 
available  which  can  be  directed  to  meet  those  needs. 

3.  Knowing  their  urgency,  their  importance  and  the  availability  of 
resources  and  knowledge,  establish  priorities  for  these  needs  and  select 
those  you  feel  most  worthy  of  undertaking. 

4.  Having  identified  the  focus  of  your  ministry,  devise  the  strategies 
and  methodologies  to  get  the  resources  and  knowledge  together  and  the 
talent  and  skills  available. 

5.  When  the  appropriate  amount  of  the  above  has  been  gathered 
together,  implement  your  ministry  with  the  expectation  thait  it  will  need 
interpretation. 

6.  After  the  ministry  is  implemented,  schedule  as  needed,  but  hope¬ 
fully  on  a  regular  basis,  evaluation,  renewed  strategizing,  transformation 
and  coordination. 
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To  identify  the  church’s  ministry  in 
higher  education  it  is  necessary  not  to 
lose  sight  of  the  impact  of  higher 
education  in  our  society,  which  has 
been  succinctly  phrased  by  Dr.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter: 

In  our  period  the  university  has  be¬ 
come  the  most  important  single  factor 
in  determining  our  society’s  values.  In 
this  increasin^y  technological  society, 
it  increasingly  plays  the  decisive  role 
in  creating  our  value  structures. 

From  this  conviction  that  the  uni¬ 
versity  has  become  the  key  breeding 
ground  for  world-changing  forces,  the 
challenge  that  faces  the  church’s  min¬ 
istry  in  higher  education  is  to  further 
enable  these  institutions  to  become 
vision-shapers  and  decision-makers  of 
new  values  for  our  society  and  to  em¬ 
power  people  to  affirm  and  embrace 
those  values  both  in  our  personal  and 
cooperative  lives. 

Such  a  ministry  in  higher  education 
is  fundamentally  one  of  engagement  in 
liberation  and  reconciliation. 

In  the  university  community  libera¬ 
tion  and  reconciliation  involve  a  min¬ 
istry  to  the  enslaved,  oppressed  per¬ 
sons,  those  who  are  bound  to  values, 
priorities  and  life  styles  that  bind  them 
to  the  past.  This  bondage  is  a  barrier 
which  only  the  spirit  of  renewal  can 
overcome,  enabling  the  present  to  be 
openly  affirmed  and  the  future  to  be 
anticipated  with  joy. 

The  church’s  ministry  must  address 
the  university  persons  who  are  lonely 
and  afraid  —  loneliness  is  a  terrible 
problem  for  some.  Excessive  drug  use, 
ineluding  alcohol,  and  sexual  activity 
—  all  of  which  dull  the  immediate 
pain  of  feeling  alone  and  afraid— often 
is  part  of  a  pattern  that  entraps  peo¬ 
ple.  Mental  illness  among  university 
students,  serious  enough  to  need  pro¬ 
fessional  attention,  is  higher  in  the 
university  scene  than  in  the  general 
public,  and  suicide  is  still  the  greatest 
cause  of  student  deaths  but  with  the 
one  exception  of  aecidents. 

The  chureh’s  ministry  also  must  re¬ 
spond  to  the  alienated  persons,  those 
who  have  become  estranged  from  God 
and  their  fellowman  because  of  their 
inability  to  cope  with  the  confusion, 
competition  and  limitations  that  con¬ 
front  them  in  the  rapidly  changing 
campus  and  society. 

The  church’s  ministry,  further,  must 
not  neglect  those  people  who  want 


making  is  a  pursuit  the  church  is  called 
upon  to  embrace. 

Just  as  the  church’s  ministry  in 
higher  education  must  respond  to  in¬ 
dividual  persons,  it  also  must  respond 
to  the  needs  and  purposes  of  the  in¬ 
stitutions  and  their  structures. 

It  is  the  legitimate  work  of  the 
church  and  the  pressing  need  of  the 
university  for  those  involved  in  this 
ministry  to  become  actively  engaged 
through  staff  appointments,  committee 
assignments,  faculty  responsibilities, 
and  student  leadership  in  analyzing  the 
needs,  assessing  the  opportunities  and 
devising  the  strategies  that  will  enable 
the  university  to  creatively  fulfill  its 
awesome  task  of  being  the  breeding 
ground  for  world-changing  forces. 
The  church  has  been  given  the  privi¬ 


lity  to  call  the  university  into  question 
and  hold  it  accountable  to  these  goals 
when  it  is  neglectful,  unfair,  discrimin¬ 
atory  and  depersonalizing. 

The  church’s  ministry  in  higher  edu¬ 
cation  is  also  to  be  made  manifest  in 
its  proclamation  of  the  Word,  whether 
in  traditional  or  innovative  modes, 
and  in  its  living  out  a  sacramental  life, 
one  that  is  firmly  rooted  in  the  his¬ 
toric  Judeo-Christian  tradition. 

It  is  crucial  to  understand  that  min¬ 
istry  in  higher  education  in  the  70’s 
has  become  significantly  different  in 
style  and  strategy  than  the  church’s 
“campus  ministry’’  to  a  “campus  com¬ 
munity”  of  two  decades  ago.  The  fact 
is  it  is  very  questionable  if  a  “campus 
community”  even  exists  today,  at  least 
as  it  was  understood  to  exist  then.  On 


Shreveport^ s  Metro-Ministry  to  little  children 


the  one  hand,  practically  all  universi¬ 
ties  spread  out  beyond  a  tightly  con¬ 
fined  gathering  of  buildings  in  which 
all  education  functions  take  place  and 
in  which  the  majority  of  all  students 
reside.  Very  often  there  is  likely  to  be 
an  “uptown  campus,”  “downtown 
campus,”  “medical  campus,”  “research 
facility,”  “experimental  farm,”  “clini¬ 
cal  outposts,”  etc.  —  all  of  which  con¬ 
tribute  to  a  confusion  about  the  pop¬ 
ular  but  obsolete  term  of  “campus 
ministry.”  On  the  other  hand,  the 
word  “community”  in  the  phrase 
“campus  community”  is  also  mislead¬ 
ing.  For  any  real  sense  of  community 
is  most  often  non-existent  at  larger 
universities  (even  ones  with  resident 
halls)  and  at  universities  and  com¬ 
munity  colleges  whose  students  com¬ 
mute  to  and  from  the  education  arena. 
Much,  if  not  maybe  most,  of  the  per¬ 
sonal  commimity  for  these  persons  is 
generally  non-university  related  in  its 
essential  function. 

So,  the  challenge  comes  to  both  the 
church  and  the  university  to  envision 
an  alternative  kind  of  mass  community 
existence  wherein  diversity  and  plura¬ 
lity  are  highly  respected  yet  wherein 
coherenee,  identity  and  a  common 
spirit  are  evident.  But  to  conceive  of 
the  new  order  of  values  and  attitudes 
will  not  be  sufficient  in  itself.  Also  re¬ 
quired  will  be  the  empowerment  of 
people  who  will  possess  the  energy 
and  commitment  to  make  this  vision 
a  reality.  To  be  at  this  task  is  to  be 
aetively  engaged  in  the  ministry  of  li¬ 
beration  and  reconeiliation. 

Two  last  criteria  need  to  be  identi¬ 
fied  for  the  church’s  ministry  in  higher 
education.  This  breeding  ground  of 
world-changing  forces  requires  such  a 
magnitude  of  response,  it  is  imperative 
that  this  ministry  be  ecumenical  in 
its  functional  thrusts  even  if  it  is  not 
united  in  its  organizational  structure 
and  financial  support.  The  tasks  are  of 
such  a  large  scale  that  specialized  min¬ 
istries,  each  on  behalf  of  the  other,  is 
essential.  And  lastly,  since  the  scope  of 
this  work  is  so  broad,  neccessary  to 
any  continually  effective  ministry  in 
higher  education  will  be  reexamina¬ 
tion,  reevaluation,  renewed  strategiz¬ 
ing,  transformation  and  coordination. 
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by  the  Rev.  James  Graham 

Coordinator,  Shreveport 
Me  tro*Minis  tries 


Jesus  was  greatly  concerned  about 
the  welfare  of  children.  Metropolitan 
Ministry  of  Shreveport  has  placed  a 
very  high  priority 
on  developing  pro¬ 
grams  to  enhance 
the  welfare  of  the 
young.  One  of  the 
most  interesting 
and  yet  tragic  cases 
which  our  program 
has  considered  is 
the  case  of,  Diane 
Board. 

At  six  years  of 
age,  Diane  was 
stricken  with  a  se¬ 
vere  case  of  arth¬ 
ritis.  Diane  was  de¬ 
nied  the  opportunity  to  use  her  legs 
und  could  only  use  her  hands  while 
under  great  pain.  This  little  girl  has 
tremendous  faith.  In  spite  of  this  trau¬ 
matic  experience,  she  has  never  given 


up  hope.  A  teacher  would  come  daily 
from  Pierre  Avenue  Elementary 
School  in  order  to  tutor  Diane  at  her 
home. 

The  Shriner  Hospital  in  Shreveport 
‘told  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Board  that 
Diane  needed  to  go  to  the  Crippled 
Children’s  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 
where  she  could  receive  help.  Metro¬ 
politan  Ministry  was  able  to  send  her 
to  New  Orleans  in  January. 

Diane  and  her  mother  and  father, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Board,  boarded  a 
bus  in  order  to  make  their  appoint¬ 
ment  in  New  Orleans.  Due  to  the 
snow  storm  in  January,  they  could  get 
only  as  far  as  Baton  Rouge.  They 
were  forced  to  return  to  Shreveport. 
Consequently,  they  missed  their  ap¬ 
pointment  at  the  hospital.  Another  ap¬ 
pointment  was  made  for  a  later  date. 
This  time  Diane  was  able  to  make 
this  appointment  at  the  Crippled  Chil¬ 
dren  Hospital  in  New  Orleans.  On 


June  12,  1973,  Mr.  James  Board 
called  James  Graham  to  tell  him  that 
Diane  has  been  able  to  take  four  steps 
and  she  no  longer  is  suffering  with 
the  severe  pains  in  her  joints.  Diane 
is  in  good  spirits  but  she  is  lonesome. 
Diane  would  be  very  happy  if  some 
concerned  Methodists  would  stop  by 
and  visit  her  at  the  Crippled  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 


“And  I  will  lead  the  blind  in  a  way 
that  they  know  not,  in  paths  that  they 
have  not  known  I  will  guide  them. 

“1  will  turn  the  darkness  before  them 
into  light,  the  rough  places  into  level 
ground. 

“These  are  the  things  I  will  do,  and 
I  will  not  forsake  them.” 

(Isaiah  42:16) 
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One  hundred  and  sixty  chil¬ 
dren  from  Baker  Street  Cen¬ 
ter,  Travis  Street  Center, 
St.  James  and  St.  Paul 
Churches,  and  Noel  United 
Methodist  Church  Neighbor¬ 
hood  House  in  Shreveport 
ready  to  board  bus  for  a  day 
at  Ringling  Brothers-Barnum 
and  Bailey  Circus.  Tickets 
valued  at  $800  were  donated 
by  Mrs.  Marie  Gifford, 
general  manager  of  KEEL 
Radio  Station. 
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First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Homer  and  Wesley  Chapel 
report  a  very  successful  revival.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Doc- 
torian  (left)  of  Beirut,  Lebanon,  was  the  revivalist  and 
Charles  McLain  (right)  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  was  the  song 
leader.  They  stand  with  the  Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid,  host 
pastor.  More  than  50  youth  of  the  surrounding  area  sang 


on  the  closing  night,  July  11.  They  are  shown  at  right. 
Overflow  crowds  attended  each  evening  and  125  to  150 
were  present  each  week-day  morning.  Advertised  as  "'A 
Revival  of  the  Spirit”,  members  felt  that  it  fulfilled  the 
theme. 


NEWS  and  NOTES 


ALEX  AN  DI A  YOUTH 
TO  PRESENT  FOLK  MUSICALS 
AT  VIVIAN,  AUGUST  5 

Twenty  young  people  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  will 
present  two  folk  musicals  entitled  “100 
Percent  Chance  of  Rain”  and  “Joseph 
and  the  Amazing  Technicolor  Dream- 
coat”  at  Vivian  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  August  5,  at  7:30 
p.m.  Both  musicals  are  based  on  Old 
Testament  stories.  Charlie  White  of 
Alexandria,  who  plays  the  part  of 
Joseph,  is  the  nephew  of  Mrs.  Louis 
Coppage,  wife  of  the  Vivian  pastor, 
t 

WILTON-WESLEY  MEMBERS 
WELCOME  PASTOR 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  M. 
Fisher  and  children  were  honored  at 
a  dinner  at  the  Wesley  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Pineville,  by  the  congre¬ 
gations  of  Wilton  and  Wesley 
Churches. 

Mr.  Fisher  comes  to  the  Alexandria 
District  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  where  he 
served  churches  while  studying  for  the 
Master  of  Divinity  Degree,  at  the  In¬ 
terdenominational  Theological  Center 
and  Gammon  Theological  Seminary. 

He  studied  music  at  Tennessee  A  & 
M  State  University  and  received  his 
B.  A.  Degree  in  Religion  from  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport,  his  home 
town. 

Guests  beside  the  honorees  were. 
Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  Superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Nathaniel  Perry  of  Newman  U.  M. 
Church;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Taylor  and  the  Rev.  John  Allen  of 
Alexandria. 

t 

THE  YOUTH  GROUP  of  the 
Roanoke  United  Methodist  Church 
recently  set  up  a  Junior  group 
consisting  of  young  people  in  the 
7th  and  8th  grades.  The  group 
meets  every  Sunday  night  with 
Mrs.  Linda  Smith  being  the  coun¬ 
selor  and  Miss  Louise  Ferguson 
and  Mrs.  Beverly  Precht,  Sr.,  her 
assistants.  At  the  July  1  meeting, 
officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year.  They  are:  Presi- 
dent-Charles  Troutman,  Vice 
President- Carl  Troutman,  Secre¬ 
tary-Robin  Fetgusto  and  Janet 
Dupont,  Treasurer- Audette  Guidry, 
and  Reporter- Robert  Ferguson  and 
Billy  Precht,  Jr.  The  Rev.  Homer 
Bailes  is  their  pastor. 


KENT  KILBOURNE  and  his  youth 
choir  from  Munholland  Church, 
Metairie,  are  to  present  a  musical 
program  in  the  Haynesville  Church 
on  Thursday,  Aug.  2.  Host  pastor 
is  the  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones. 

A  JOINT  RETREAT  was  held  by 
the  junior  and  senior  high  Youth 
Fellowships  of  Welsh  and  Roanoke 
United  Methodist  Churches  at  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Camp,  from 
4  p.m.  July  27  until  4  p.m.  July  28. 

LULING  UNITED  METHODIST 
Youth  presented  an  evening  of 
worship  and  entertainment  in  the 
St.  Paul  Church  at  New  Orleans, 
Sunday,  July  22.  The  Rev.  M.  C. 
Cady  was  host  pastor.  The  Rev. 
Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr.  is  the  Luling 
minister. 

DR.  MYRON  MADDON,  chaplain 
and  director  of  the  Department  of 
Pastoral  Care,  Southern  Baptist 
Hospital,  New  Orleans,  was  guest 
speaker  during  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  at  Slidell,  July  29.  The  Rev. 
J.  Philip  Woodland  is  the  Slidell 
pastor. 

NEWMAN  CHURCH  VCS 

Vacation  Church  School  came  to 
a  close  at  Newman  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Alexandria,  on  June 
30  at  6:00  p.m.  when  the  children 
entertained  their  parents  and 
friends  with  verses,  songs  and 
dialogues. 

Mrs.  Alzena  Davis  served  as 
director.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  N. 
P.  Perry  instructed  the  Junior 
High  students  through  ages  14  and 
advised  the  youth  who  volunteered 
as  aides. 

Instructors  included  Mrs.  Ger¬ 
trude  Holmes  and  Mrs.  Leola  Kane, 
Art  Class;  Mrs.  Cleo  Mines, Grades 
4  through  6;  Mrs.  Tommie  Adams 
and  Mrs.  Thelma  Baker,  Grades  1 
through  3;  Mrs.  Katherine  Kane  and 
Miss  Mary  Reed,  Kindergarten; 
Sylvia  Pryor,  organist.  Mrs.  Helen 
J.  Augustine  served  as  hostess 
during  the  fellowship  hour.  Aides 
were:  Ivy  Pryor,  Arlean  Mines  and 
Michael  Walls.  Mrs.  Edith  Glas- 
per  was  registrar  and  reporter. 
The  Cenla  Community  Action 
served  a  hot  well  balanced  meal 
each  day. 


CHURCHES  OF  THE  MONROE 
area  are  recruiting  volunteers  for 
the  ‘‘Meals  on  Wheels”  program 
which  the  Ouachita  Council  on 
Aging  is  beginning.  Meals  will 
be  prepared  in  the  kitchen  of  the 
Civic  Center  and  delivered  to  the 
homebound  for  75<;  per  meal. 

PINEVILLE  CHURCH  MEMBERS 
will  have  an  outing  at  Camp 
Brewer  beginning  at  3  p.m., 
August  12.  The  event  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Familv  Life  Com¬ 
mittee,  of  which  Bill  Beeson  is 
coordinator.  The  Rev.  Stone  W. 
Caraway  is  pastor. 

DENHAM  SPRINGS  YOUTH  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  youth  rally  held  by 
the  churches  of  Many,  July  29  and 
30.  On  August  3  and  4  they  are 
co-sponsoring  a  Youth  Encounter 
in  Denham  Springs.  The  Rev. 
Carey  Martin  is  their  pastor. 

GUEST  SPEAKERS  in  the  pulpit 
of  St.  Bernard  Church  recently 
were  the  Rev.  Richard  Walton,  new 
superintendent  of  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital,  July  1,  and  El¬ 
liott  Seymour,  Jr.,  who  will  enter 
seminary  in  September,  speaking 
on  July  8.  The  Rev.  James  0. 
Evans  is  pastor. 

INGLESIDE  CHURCH  members  in 
Baton  Rouge  held  the  July  29 
family  fellowship  supper  in  the 
just  completed  educational  build¬ 
ing.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Wallace  is 
the  Ingleside  pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  Invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  g:uide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Aug.  5 — Sunday  Ex.  13:21-23 

Num,  9:15-23 

Aug.  6  .  1  Kings  3:7-14 

Psalms  32:  8,  37:23-25 

Aug.  8  . Prov.  3:5-6 

Aug.  9  .  Psalm  27:7-11 

Aug.  10  .  John  7:17 

James  1:5-6 

Aug.  11  . Heb.  13:20-21 

Aug.  12 — Sunday  Ex.  15:1-19 


Oak  Park  Church  of  Lake  Charles 
recently  honored  Mrs.  Tom  Doland 
for  her  special  ability  and  faithful 
service  in  creating  flower  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  altar  each  Sunday. 
Many  of  the  flowers  used  are  from 
the  Dolands’  yard.  The  Rev.  Deen 
Thompson,  shown  above  with  Mrs. 
Doland,  stated  that  in  singling  her 
out  for  the  honor,  the  church  also 
expresses  its  appreciation  for  all 
who  serve  in  their  own  ways  to  make 
Oak  Park  the  church  that  it  is. 

THE  YOUNG  AT  HEART  Club  of 
Istrouma  Church  had  Mrs.  Claire 
Miley  as  guest  speaker  at  the  July 
25  meeting.  Mrs.  Miley  is  with  the 
Public  Relations  office  of  the 
South  Central  Bell  Company.  A 
luncheon  followed  the  program. 
The  Rev.  J.  Taylor  Wall  is  the 
Istrouma  minister. 

A  DRUG  SEMINAR  was  held  for 
junior  high  youth  in  First  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  July  24  and  31, 
under  the  leadership  of  Melvin 
Dupin,  Caclasieu  Sheriff’s  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Members  of  the  Administrative  Board  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Pineville  were  introduced  to  their  new  Stewardship  Crusade  Director  on 
July  12.  Dr.  Carl  A.  Bergsten  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Finance  and  Field  Service,  will  direct  the  church’s  campaign 
between  October  4  and  17.  Roane  Hathorn  and  Cannon  Matthews  have 
been  named  General  Chairman  and  Co-Chairman.  Il.e  Board  established  a 
$150,000  Crusade  Goal.  The  Rev.  Stone  Caraway  is  pastor. 
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COMMENT 

Committees  on  Nominations 


V-  * 


report  activities 
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Mrs.  Sandefur 


Needless  to  say,  your  joint  nominating  com¬ 
mittee  has  been  very  busy  and  we  feel  that  we 
have  selected  a  great  slate  of  officers  for  the 
United  Methodist  Women,  1974,  for  your  ap¬ 
proval. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  the  School  of 
Christian  Mission  and  Enrichment  Weekend  on 
Mt.  Sequoyah.  What  a  wonderful  opportunity  it 
was  to  learn  the  duties  of  each  elected  leader 
and  to  learn  and  use  the  new  terminology. 

The  Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations, 
is  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee.  She 
shall  study  to  an  understanding  of  the  program  of  the  units  and  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  each  office.  As  this  is  a  most  important  part  of  our 
structure,  we  carefully  chose  a  nominee  for  the  office. 

It  is  necessary  that  she  develop  plans  to  keep  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  see  their  task  as  an  on-going  one  and  to  provide  information 
concerning  vacancies  that  need  to  be  filled.  Also,  to  seek  and  discover 
new  leadership  within  or  without  the  unit. 

We  understand  that  no  one  can  discover  new  oceans  unless  they  have 
the  courage  to  lose  sight  of  the  shore.  Let  us  enter  our  new  organization 
and  let  us  do  so  with  enthusiasm  and  high  hopes  that  more  women  may 
be  enlisted  to  share  with  us  in  Mission.  Life  is  what  we  are  alive  to,  k 
is  not  length  but  breadth. 


Lovingly, 

Mrs.  Alvin  (Bee)  Sandefur 
WSG  Chairperson  on  Nominations 
t 

Some  important  reminders  for 
Local  and  District  Units — 

Local  Units  MUST  hold  elections  of  officers 
for  the  New  Organization,  United  Methodist 
Women,  during  September  1973  and  have  local 
secretaries  mail  a  list  of  the  names  and  correct 
mailing  addresses  to  the  secretary  of  her  District 
so  that  it  will  reach  her  by  October  5,  1973.  It 
is  hoped  that  each  unit  will  go  as  quickly  as  pos¬ 
sible  into  the  work  of  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en,  following  the  election. 

Districts  must  hold  elections  in  time  for  their  secretaries  to  mail  the 
lists  with  proper  mailing  addresses  so  that  it  will  reach  the  Conference 
secretary  before  October  31,  1973. 

A  person  serving  on  the  District  or  the  Conference  Committee  on 
Nominations  is  NOT  eligible  to  hold  any  other  office,  above  the  local  level, 
during  her  term  of  office  on  the  Committee.  It  may  be  wise  to  keep  this 
in  mind  when  asking  persons  to  serve  on  this  committee  because  there 
arc  many  other  offices  that  require  skilled  leadership  and  it  would  not  be 
good  to  tie  the  hands  of  needed  officers,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  first 
requirement  of  a  good  organization,  is  an  informed  committee  on  nomi¬ 
nations. 

Duties  of  the  chairperson  and  the  members  of  this  committee  were 
outlined  in  the  Comment  Series,  January  1973,  however  by  this  time  all 
of  you  will  have  your  copy  of  Constitution  and  Bylaws,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Campbell,  Chairman  WSCS 
Committee  on  Nominations 
t 


The  Wesley  Church  Men's  Club  held  the  annual  "slave  auction"  at  Sul¬ 
phur,  July  18.  The  men  prepared  and  served  homemade  ice  cream  and 
cake.  Chris  Blanchard  was  auctioneer.  The  $200  realized  from  the  sale 
of  youth  workers  will  be  used  to  finance  a  youth  trip  to  New  Orleans. 
UMY  members,  under  the  direction  of  Jeanie  Bowdon,  provided  entertain¬ 
ment  for  the  evening. 


Assembly  for  Women  scheduled  in  October 


CINCINNATI  (RNS)  —  Ten  thou¬ 
sand  United  Methodist  women  are  ex¬ 
pected  here  in  early  October  for  a  four- 
day  Assembly. 

Representatives  will  come  from 
many  of  the  36,500  local  units  of  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Women,  an  organization 
with  about  1.5  million  members. 

Registrations  should  be  made 
through  conference  presidents  by 
August  10.  A  free  of  $10.00, 
which  covers  the  Assembly  pack¬ 
et  and  the  Saturday  luncheon, 
should  accompany  each  registra¬ 
tion.  Busses  are  being  chartered 
from  some  areas  and  Baton 
Rouge  “visitors”  (there  are  no 
delegates,  as  such)  hope  to  get 
rates  on  air  travel. 

Conference  presidents  are: 
Louisiana,  Mrs.  Robert  Comp¬ 
ton,  Route  1,  Box  60-B,  Elton, 
La;  Little  Rock:  Mrs.  James  Nix, 
Box  82,  Lonoke,  Ark.  72086;  N. 
Ark.:  Mrs.  Harold  Womack,  2301 
Osage  Dr.,  North  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  72116. 

Registrations  may  also  be 
made  direct  to  Cincinnati. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to 
Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
U.M.C.  and  mailed  to:  Assem¬ 
bly  Business  Manager,  7820 
Reading  Rd.,  Cineinnati.  O. 
45237(  (Do  not  write  to  this  ad¬ 
dress  if  you  have  already  regis¬ 
tered  through  the  conference 
president.) 


News  in  Brief 

“A  JESUS  HAPPENING"  was 
held  in  Many,  July  28,  in  the  foot¬ 
ball  stadium. 


YOUTH  OF  TRINITY  Church,  Rus- 
ton,  renovated  the  Indian  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  at  Sugar  Loaf  Mission 
near  Antlers,  Okla.,  during  a  work 
project  in  July.  On  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  July  29,  the  group  reported 
to  the  members  of  Trinity  Church 
and  showed  slides  of  their  activity. 

PONCHATOULA  CHURCH  mem¬ 
bers  heard  Allen  Pierson,  Jr.,  re¬ 
present  Gideons  International  when 
he  spoke  on  Sunday  morning,  July 
22.  At  the  evening  hour,  Will 
Heitman  brought  the  message  and 
“The  New  Generation  Singers" 
under  the  direction  of  Jude  Wilson 
brought  special  music.  The  Rev. 
Tom  Lancaster  is  pastor. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carey  Martin  are 
shown  with  a  love  offering  given  by 
the  Young  at  Heart  club  of  senior 
citizens  from  the  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Denham  Springs. 


A  special  feature  of  the  gathering 
will  be  a  morning  Bible  study  pre¬ 
sented  on  WKRC-TV.  The  half-hour 
program,  set  for  6:30  on  the  mornings 
of  Oct.  5-7,  will  be  on  purchased  time. 
It  will  be  shown  throughout  the  sta¬ 
tion’s  viewing  area. 

Dr.  Catherine  Gunsalau,  a  professor 
at  Louisville  Presbyterian  Theological 
Seminary,  will  lead  the  study. 

The  Assembly  will  open  Oct.  4  with 
a  dramatic  presentation  on  United 
Methodist  women’s  activities  back  to 
the  early  1800s.  Under  the  direction 
of  Sharon  Benge  of  Fort  Worth,  the 
production  is  planned  as  a  launching 
pad  for  contemporary  concerns  rather 
than  only  a  memory-evoking  occasion. 

One  full  day  (Oct.  6)  will  be  devoted 
to  ecumenism.  The  Assembly  planners 
expect  that  women  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions  in  the  Cincinnati  area  will  join 
the  United  Methodists  for  sessions  ex¬ 
ploring  differences  and  common  ties. 
Theme  for  the  day  is  “Breaking  Down 
Barriers.”  It  will  close  with  a  “cele¬ 
bration  of  togetherness.” 

t 

MRS.  W.  L.  FOLSE 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Folse,  Sr.,  Slidell,  died 
July  13,  1973  after  a  lengthy  illness. 
Mrs.  Folse  was  a  faithful  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sli¬ 
dell,  La.,  for  more  than  52  years.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  W.  L. 
Folse,  Sr.,  her  son  and  four  grand¬ 
children. 

t 

P.K.  KORNER 

J.  WESLEY  PUTNAM,  a  senior  at 
Northeast  Louisiana  University,  Mon¬ 
roe,  was  presented  in  a  public  voice 
recital,  July  12,  in 
Biedenharn  Recital 
Hall,  accompanied 
by  Emily  Burgin. 
The  program  be¬ 
gan  with  a  solo 
cantata,  “I  Know 
That  My  Redeem¬ 
er  Lives,”  by  J.  S. 
Bach.  Following 
was  a  group  of 
Brahmns’  songs  and  song  cycles  by 
Poulenc  and  Vaughn  Williams. 

Putnam  is  recently  pasturing  the 
Grayson  and  Kelly  United  Methodist 
Churches.  He  is  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  James  William  Putnam,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Glenmora,  Fellowship,  and  For¬ 
est  Hill  United  Methodist  Churches, 
Wesley  is  married  to  the  former  Fe¬ 
licia  Mangum  of  West  Monroe  and 
they  have  one  child.  Putnam  will  be 
a  candidate  for  the  Bachelor  of  Music 
degree  August  17. 

t 


METHODIST 

CHILDREN’S 

HOME 

CHILD  CARE  WORKERS 
NEEDED:  Stable  and  mature 

couples  and  individuals.  Posi¬ 
tions  open  for  both  man  and 
woman  as  CHILD  CARE  STAFF; 
transportation;  recreation.  Write 
to  P.  0.  Drawer  H,  Ruston,  La., 
71270  or  call  (318)  255-5020  for 
applications. 
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by  Dr.  James  Workman 


LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  12; 
The  Great  Commandment 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Levhiciis  19:18; 
Deuteronomy  6:  4-5;  Mark  12:28-34;  Luke  10: 
25-27;  Romans  13:  8-10. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  This  commandment  we 
have  from  him,  that  he  who  loves  God  i^uld 
love  his  brother  also.  I  John  4:21. 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  motivate  our  daily  life 
with  love  fOT  God  as  the  source  of  our  love  for 
every  one  in  need,  and  love  for  oneself.  This 
is  no  less  than  daily  and  continuing  Christian 

conversion  and  commitment  to  the  love  of  God. 

*  *  * 


TEN  COMMANDMENTS  IN  TWO,  IN  ONE 

Today’s  topic,  the  great  commandment,  sums 
up  the  meanings  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  and 
Jesus’  summary  of  them  in  answer  to  a  question 
by  a  scribe.  It  is  well  to  review  the  meaning  of  the 
Ten  Commandments  as  God’s  simplest  words  for 
life  in  the  covenant  relationship.  A  good  memory 
device  is  to  count  the  ten  fingers  on  the  hands  and 
say  the  word  for  each  of  the  Ten  Commandments; 
God,  image,  name.  Sabbath,  parents,  kill,  adultery, 
steal,  false-witness,  covet.  The  Old  Testament  rec¬ 
ord  of  these  words  is  negative,  thou  shalt  not,  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  fourth  and  fifth,  which  begin  with  “re¬ 
member,”  and  “honor.”  The  first  two  background 
scripture  references  listed  above  give  the  summary 
of  the  Ten  Commandments  in  the  two,  namely,  love 
for  God  and  love  for  neighbor.  The  scripture  cited 
in  Romans,  above,  sums  up  one’s  total  obligation, 
total  debt,  in  love  for  another.  This  can  mean  love 
for  God,  neighbor,  and  self.  So  the  great  command¬ 
ment  is  the  commandment  to  love.  The  ten  and  the 
two  are  amplification  and  specific  “concreting”  of 
the  truth  of  the  commandments  for  daily  living.  Ac¬ 
tion  in  love,  or  love  in  action,  is  the  meaning  of 
the  lesson  Jesus  gave  in  reply  to  the  question  of  the 
scribe,  who  asked,  “Which  commandment  is  the 
first  of  all?” 

«  4:  4: 

MOTIVE  FOR  GUIDELINES  OF  THE 
DISCIPLINED  LIFE 

Today’s  lesson  concludes  the  study  of  the  com¬ 
mandments  as  disciplines  for  Godly  living.  The 
great  commandment  makes  love  the  center  of  our 
life  in  thought,  word  and  deed.  The  background 
scriptures  call  the  reader  to  “hear,”  the  meaning 
of  the  Hebrew  word  “Shema.”  The  summary  of 
scripture  that  is  heard  is  a  sort  of  creed  of  belief  in 
God,  in  love  and  in  neighborly  need  being  met  in 
love  for  God  and  man,  including  one’s  own  self. 
Love  with  all  one’s  heart,  soul,  mind  and  strength 
is  a  total  love  for  God,  and  for  one’s  neighbor. 

Dr.  Ivey,  in  the  Lesson  Annual,  gives  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  Hebrew  words  translated,  heart,  soul,  and 
might.  Heart  means  mind,  will,  or  intellect.  Soul 
means  vital  being.  Might  means  physical  energy. 
Love  is  the  inclusive — the  total  and  complete — re¬ 
sponse  of  an  individual  and  group  to  God.  The  back¬ 
ground  scripture  in  Deuteronomy  considers  the 
whole  being  of  man  in  communication  with  God- 
God  is  the  Lord  of  all  creation  and  of  each  person 
of  his  creation,  in  particular.  “Thou  hast  made  us 
for  thyself,  and  our  souls  are  restless  until  they  rest 
in  thee,”  is  the  confession  of  a  saint. 


The  summary  of  the  law  in  the  Mark  reference 
is  a  joining  of  love  for  God  and  for  neighbor,  in 
what  Dr.  Ivey  suggests,  may  be  the  first  record  of 
combining  the  two  Old  Testament  commandment 
summaries. 

Paul’s  scripture  in  Roman’s  is  the  earliest  of  the 
New  Testament  references  in  the  background  scrip¬ 
tures.  Paul’s  statements  of  the  law  as  the  school¬ 
master  to  bring  us  to  Christ  terminates  in  this  most 
positive  statement  about  the  law:  “Love  is  the  ful¬ 
filling  of  the  law.  This  is  the  Christian’s  sole  debt, 
to  love  one  another. 

4!  4=  4" 


A  MEANING  OF  LOVE  FOR  ONE’S  SELF 

Love  for  one’s  self  is  a  basic  fundamental  for 
love  for  one’s  neighbor,  one  who  is  nearest  to  us, 
one  who  needs  us.  What  is  the  nature  of  this  self 
love?  Is  it  more  than  the  Narcissistic  self-love  that 
mirrors  one’s  own  interests  and  cares  to  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  God  and  man?  Such  self-love  is  a  love  trait 
of  mental  narrowness,  personal  self-obsession,  of 
what  may  be  called  mental  disease  or  unwholesome¬ 
ness. 

When  we  love  ourselves  as  we  are — ^body,  mind, 
and  soul — then  we  are  able  better  to  love  others  as 
they  are.  Like  the  physician  or  nurse  in  the  emer¬ 
gency  ward  with  the  newly  arrived  patient,  the  fact 
as  is  is  the  one  concern,  and  not  the  periphery  cur¬ 
iosities,  of  who,  where,  how,  and  why.  Such  neigh¬ 
borly  concern  makes  one’s  care  welcome  rather  than 
offensive. 

The  love  of  the  Good  Samaritan  shown  to  the 
wounded  roadside  victim  was  a  total  self-giving  of 
what  he  had  to  meet  a  present  need.  The  large  need 
was  that  of  the  wounded  person,  more  than  just  the 
injury  to  flesh  needing  first  aid,  help  in  getting  to 
shelter,  and  needed  loving  care.  Dr.  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick,  in  commenting  on  the  Good  Samznitan 
scripture  defines  the  attitudes  of  the  priest,  the  Le- 
vite,  and  the  Samaritan,  as  one  of  “What’s  mine  is 
mine,  and  I’ll  keep  it,”  and  “What’s  mine  is  yours, 
and  I’ll  share  it!” 

A  fundamental  attitude  of  self-respect  and  trust 
can  be  shared  with  other  persons  in  true  neighborli¬ 
ness. 

4!  4!  4: 

ONE’S  HIGHEST  LOVE— HIS  GOD,  HIS 
BROTHER 

The  memory  selection  gives  one  of  the  latest 
written  New  Testament  scriptures,  I  John  4:21. 
“This,  then,  is  the  command  that  Christ  gave  us: 
he  who  loves  God  must  love  his  brother  also”  (Good 
News  for  Modern  Man,  Key  ’73  Edition).  We  show 
our  love  to  God  by  loving  our  brethren.  The  vic¬ 
torious  life  is  a  life  of  love.  Anxiety  and  error  are 
conquered  by  love.  In  this  scripture  the  climax  of 
his  teaching  that  God  is  light,  and  knowledge  of 
God  cannot  be  separated  from  daily  living.  A  man 
loves  what  he  believes.  His  life  of  love  comes  first 
from  God,  who  first  loved  us.  He  sent  his  Son  to  be 
our  Saviour.  He  has  given  us  his  Spirit.  The  mem¬ 
ory  selection  is  a  scriptural  setting  that  affirms  our 
belief  in  God,  confessed  and  shown  in  our  love  for 
our  brethren,  giving  us  confidence  without  fear  in 
facing  the  coming  judgment  of  God. 

Bishop  Tullis  closes  his  message  on  this  lesson 
with  the  opportunity  of  love  for  our  enemies.  Mat¬ 
thew  5:43-45  includes  this  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount.  Paul  in  the  Romans’  letter  deals  with  the 


love  of  God  the  father,  as  applicable  to  good  citi¬ 
zenship.  Law  in  civil  state  is  included  in  law  for 
the  Christian  church.  Christian  love  is  concerned 
with  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  in  their  vary¬ 
ing  needs.  Thus  the  highest  good  for  all  is  included 
in  this  great  commandment. 

4c  4c  * 

love— THE  GREATEST  THING  IN  THE 

WORLD 

In  the  last  century  Henry  Drummond  wrote  an 
exposition  of  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  First  Corin¬ 
thians,  which  he  entitled,  “The  Greatest  Thing  in 
the  World.”  It  is  still  published  and  used  by  Chris¬ 
tians  in  understanding  love  to  be  life’s  first  priority 
of  life.  Love’s  qualities  are  the  spiritual  disciplines 
for  daily  godliness;  and  love  is  the  greatest  of  the 
three  abiding  gifts  of  God’s  spirit,  with  faith  and 
hope.  This  chapter  of  Paul’s  letter  might  well  be 
memorized-  and  repeated  over  and  over  in  making 
decisions  that  determine  conduct.  Love  amplifies  the 
application  of  the  other  commandments. 

Jesus’  prayer  in  John,  chapter  17,  is  a  revela¬ 
tion  of  our  Lord’s  love  for  his  father,  God,  as  re¬ 
vealed  in  this  “long  prayer,”  It  is  his  prayer  for  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  to  be  shown  upon  the  believer  in 
faithful  devotion  in  daily  life.  In  Christ  we  see  “the 
turning  point  in  history”  in  his  presence  with  us  in 
love.  When  we  love  we  are  living  in  his  Spirit  and 
his  way  of  life  is  made  known  to  men.  This  is  the 
key  meaning  of  Christian  witness,  in  evangelism, 
education  and  Christian  communication.  Such  is  the 
total  stewardship  of  the  love  of  Christ,  of  the  “un¬ 
searchable  riches  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.” 

4c  4c  4c 

LOVE  IS  MANY  FACED— ONE  GRACE 

Of  the  varieties  of  love,  animal  love,  parental 
and  filial  love,  philanthropie  and  patriotic  love.  Pla¬ 
tonic  love,  family  love,  and  self-sacrificing  loving 
care;  the  Christian  meaning  of  love  is  seen  in  the 
life  and  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  “The  days  of  his 
flesh,”  and  his  presence  in  the  life  of  the  spirit  he 
has  bequeathed  to  us,  reveal  the  meanings  of  his 
love  which  passeth  all  understanding. 

4c  4c  4c 

WITNESSES  OF  VARIETIES  OF  LOVE 

Henry  B.  Wright,  professor,  and  son  of  Yale 
dean,  defined  love  in  terms  of  the  ways  of  friend¬ 
ship,  in  a  gift,  a  self-revelation,  a  wound,  and  vi¬ 
carious  suffering,  as  seen  in  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. 

Robert  S.  Clemons  says  the  Holy  Spirit  leads 
us  into  “the  unity  of  God’s  realm”  of  health, 
wholeness,  understanding,  and  brotherhood  which 
embodies  an  inclusive,  apostolic  mission  in  the 
world  (Education  for  Churchmanship  1966). 

Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning’s  best-loved  poem 
by  her  and  her  husband  says,  “How  do  I  love  thee? 
Let  me  count  the  ways  ...  I  love  thee  with  a  love 
I  seemed  to  lose  with  my  lost  saints,  ...  I  love 
thee  with  the  breath,  smiles,  tears,  of  aU  my  life! 
.  .  .  and  if  God  choose,  I  shall  but  love  thee  better 
after  death.” 

Jesus,  on  the  cross,  in  his  “seven  last  words” 
reveals  the  dynamic  of  love  in  a  Father’s  forgiving, 
abiding,  and  sustaining  love  for  himself,  his  mother, 
his  disciples  and  for  all  of  us  penitent  sinners. 

Hymns  of  Love  by  H.  G.  Studdert-Kennedy, 
George  Matheson,  and  Charles  Wesley  witness  the 
manifold  graces  of  the  love  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  These  breathe  the  spirit  of  the  com¬ 
mandments,  beatitudes  and  the  Lord’s  prayer. 
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From  Our  Readers 


Are  United  Methodist  youth  being  ^4ured  away  from  their  churches  ? 


Dear  Editor; 

It  was  a  most  refreshing  and  heart-warming  ex¬ 
perience  to  see  and  hear  the  Key  ’73  program  on 
the  evening  of  June  30,  and  to  actually  feel  the 
warmth  and  sincerity  of  Pat  Boone  and  all  of  the 
young  people  on  the  program  as  they  witnessed  to 
their  love  of  Christ  so  sincerely,  openly,  and  with¬ 
out  reservation.  Then,  as  the  cameras  “panned”  the 
audience  during  the  prayers  and  songs  and  one  ob¬ 
served  the  rapt  concentration  and  unabashed  emotion 
of  those  in  the  studio,  it  brought  back  unpleasant 
memories  of  discussions  on  the  floor  of  the  recent 
Little  Rock  Annual  Conference  (and  ensuing  private 
conversations)  following  a  motion  to  delete  the  com¬ 
mendation  of  certain  youth-oriented  religious  organ¬ 
izations  from  the  Board  of  Evangelism  report  and 
replace  them  with  youth-centered  groups  and  insti¬ 
tutions  sponsored  by  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

(Editor's  note:  Organizations  referred  to  were  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Christian  Athletes,  Campus  Crusade,  Young 
Life,  Faith  at  Work.) 

Objections  raised 

The  objections  voiced  by  those  favoring  the 
motion  centered  around  their  feeling  that  the  first- 
mentioned  groups  are  luring  young  people  away  from 
the  institutional  church  by:  a.  Operating  along  de¬ 
nominational  lines,  and;  b.  Conducting  services 
which  conflict  in  time  with  those  of  the  Church  and 
which  are  of  such  a  nature  (emotionally)  that  the 
young  people  prefer  these  to  the  services  and  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  church  into  which  they  were  baptized 
and  on  whose  rolls  their  names  are  listed.  A  third 
objection  was  that  the  “religion”  the  young  people 
get  in  these  organizations  is  neither  theologically 
sound  nor  enduring  in  nature.  As  the  future  of 
Christ’s  Church  rests  in  the  conservation  of  our 
young  people,  I  feel  this  matter  should  be  care¬ 
fully  considered. 

Admittedly,  some  of  our  young  people  do  con¬ 
sider  these  organizations  to  be  their  “church”  just 
as  some  of  their  parents  think  of  Faith  At  Work 
and  other  like  movements  as  their  church.  And  we 


United  Methodists  simply  because  they  were  born' 
into  the  United  Methodist  Church? 

I  would  site  the  case  of  a  fine  young  athlete 
who  was  a  member  of  FCA,  and,  after  college,  was 
employed  by  that  organization  as  campus  represen¬ 
tative  at  two  large  universities  for  two  years.  At  the 
insistence  of  his  father  who  is  in  ill-health,  he  re¬ 
signed  to  come  home  and  learn  the  operation  of  the 
family’s  multi-million  dollar  business  so  that  he  could 
step  in  when  his  father  becomes  unable  to  work  any 
longer.  However,  less  than  a  year  after  he  came 
home,  because  of  his  FCA  experience  and  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  his  local  church  which,  incidentially,  has 
an  exciting  and  far-reaching  program  for  people  of 
all  ages,  he  surrendered  a  wonderful  future  in  the 
business  world  and  enrolled  in  seminary  to  become 
a  minister  in  his  denomination. 

I  would  hold  up  the  cases  of  two  other  young 
men,  both  active  in  the  FCA  in  college,  who  left 
our  Church  and  joined  another  denomination  while 
still  in  college,  simply  because  of  the  vigorous  youth 
program  in  that  church  which  gave  them  a  richer 
and  fuller  spiritual  fulfillment  than  they  had  found 
elsewhere. 

Why  some  groups  grow 

I  would  point  out  the  phenomenal  growth  of 
some  of  the  other  denominations  and  sects  over  re¬ 
cent  years.  I  have  studied  this  growth  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the  result  of  their  care 
and  concern  for  the  individual  person  as  opposed 
to  an  almost  exclusive  concentration  on  the  social 
ills  of  the  nation  and  the  world.  The  Wesleyan  re¬ 
vival  in  England  and  the  great  revival  of  the  early 
1800’s  in  our  own  country  were  the  result  of  the 
presentation  of  Christ  as  a  personal  Savior  —  a 
Gospel  for  the  individual,  if  you  please,  and,  as  a 
fringe  benefit  of  this  approach,  the  social  condi¬ 
tions  of  those  days  were  greatly  improved. 

The  religion  of  those  days  was  violent,  but, 
Jesus  said,  “The  law  and  the  prophets  were  until 
John;  since  then  the  good  news  of  the  Kingdom  is 


personal  Christy  a  new  life  .  .  .  ,  these  are  what 
If  we  do  not  provide  the  means  for  them,  they  will 


must  not  forget  the  Masonic  Lodge,  Alcoholics 
Anonymous,  Rotary,  Kiwanis,  the  JayCees,  B.P.W.., 
DAR,  etc.,  all  of  which  have  their  ardent,  loyal, 
and  faithful  disciples.  But,  as  to  the  preference  of 
individuals  for  these  “outside”  religious  organiza¬ 
tions  to  the  Church,  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  for  any 
reason  other  than  the  fact  that  Christ  is  being  pre¬ 
sented  there  in  such  a  way  that  these  persons  come 
to  know  Him  as  they  have  never  known  Him  before. 
In  other  words,  their  spiritual  needs  are  being  ful- 


preached  and  everyone  enters  it  violently.”  Ours  is 
an  age  of  violence  and  no  amount  of  mild,  meek, 
milk-soppish,  sophisticated,  formula-type  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  will  counteract  it  or 
satisfy  those  who  are  living  in  the  midst  of  it.  A  per¬ 
sonal  Christ,  a  new  life,  a  new  start,  reborn  men 
and  women  and  young  people,  a  new  direction,  a 
new  dimension,  a  new  commitment  • — •  these  are 
what  people  arc  seeking  and  need  in  our  day. 


filled. 

With  one  or  two  possible  exceptions,  I  do  not 
believe  these  groups  are  trying  to  be  a  church,  per 
se,  but  rather  to  nurture  young  people  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life  so  that  they  will  be  —  not  Methodists 
not  Baptists  —  not  Presbyterians  —  but  followers 
of  Christ  who  will,  if  given  the  opportunity,  go  back 
to  their  churches  to  witness  to  their  faith,  to  be  bet¬ 
ter  Christians,  and  help  in  bringing  others  to  Christ. 

Time  for  self-examination? 

If  we  fear  that  our  young  people  are  being  lured 
away  from  The  United  Methodist  Church  y 
side”  religious  groups,  then,  possibly,  it  ‘S  a  tim 
for  self-examination  —  not  denominationa  y>  ' 
cause  I  believe  that  our  Church  has  more  to  offer 
than  any  campus  organization,  lodge, 
nominational  Christian  movement  m  exi 
day.  But,  are  we,  as  ministry  and  laity  at  the  local 
church  level,  implementing  the  program  of  The  Um 
ted  Methodist  Church  in  such  a  ^ 

bers  young  and  old,  will  look  to  their  C  , 
pastor^  and^fellow-Methodists,  for 
and  fellowship  rather  than  to  some  other  organic 
tion?  Are  we  offering  them  a  contemporary  Christ 
whom  they  can  know  personally  and  so  tha  they 
will  consider  these  other  groups  only  f jup^®- 

ment  rather  than  a  substitute  to  the  •  » 

are  we  expecting  them  as  it  used  .  .  . 

political  parties  —  to  become  and  remain  loyal 


Is  the  “violence'"  of  commitment  happening 
in  our  churches? 

The  big  step  in  life,  the  commitment,  is  as  truly 
a  crisis  as  is  birth,  or  adolescence,  or  death.  Birth  is 
normally  a  violent  occurrence  and  Christ’s  affirma¬ 
tion  is  that  a  new  birth  is  required.  If  this  is  not 
happening  in  our  local  churc’ncs,  if  this  essential 
violence  is  not  present  and  the  flames  of  its  fire 
not  constantly  fanned,  then  is  it  any  wonder  we  are 
concerned  about  the  competition?  (Incidentally,  my 
own  personal  rebirth  at  the  age  of  44  was  violent — 
(it  had  to  be!) — and  the  ultimate  result  of  it  was 
that  1  surrendered  to  the  call  to  preach.  Also,  I  am 
an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  and  have 
been  honored  for  my  work  therein,  but  this  has 
served  to  strengthen  my  relationship  to  Christ  and 
His  Church,  rather  than  diminish  it.) 

In  all  Christian  and  brotherly  love,  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  to  those  who  are  concerned  about  these  “out¬ 
side”  organizations,  that  they  take  advantage  of 
what  has  been  done  to  bring  ClTrist  into  the  lives  of 
young  people  and  adults  by  offering  the  “converts” 
a  continuation  of  the  violence  referred  to  by  Christ. 
Then,  and  then  only,  will  they  become  and/or  re¬ 
main  loyal  United  Methodists  because  their  spiritual 
needs  are  being  fulfilled.  “Everyone”  said  Jesus, 
“enters  the  Kingdom  violently.”  There  is  no  easy 


Christianity,  there  is  no  mild  Christianity!  It  is 
violent  or  it  is  nothing  and  who  would  care  to  base 
his  life  —  eternal  life  —  on  nothing? 

Read  the  early  history  of  the  Methodist 

movement 

Then,  too,  I  would  like  to  recommend  that  the 
early  history  of  Methodism  be  read  and  re-read.  Ob¬ 
serve  the  violence  which  made  ours  the  largest  Pro¬ 
testant  denomination  in  America  until  1963.  I  shall 
never  forget  the  ominous  quiet  that  pervaded  the 
room  when  the  violent  but  beloved  Dr.  Harry  Den¬ 
man,  then  General  Secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Evangelism,  announced  during  an  evangelism 
conference  at  his  headquarters  in  Nashville  in  March, 
1963,  that  The  Methodist  Church  was  no  longer  the 
largest  Protestant  denomination  in  the  country.  And 
the  gap  has  widened  since  that  day  and  continues 
to  grow  larger.  Dr.  Denman  expressed  a  fear  that 
ultra-sophistication  had  invaded  our  Church  and 
urged  a  re-study  of  early  Methodism,  a  reconsidera¬ 
tion  of  priorities  in  our  presentation  of  the  Gospel, 
and  a  concentration  on  the  individual  and  the  local 
church  which  is,  if  I  may  add,  “where  the  action 
is.”  He  said,  too,  that  thousands  of  members  were 
being  lost  each  year  as  a  result  of  their  changing 
residence  and  the  proper  follow-up  not  being  made. 
(In  this  connection,  I  sent  out  eighteen  “Notification 
of  Moved  Members”  forms  to  ministers  and  District 
Superintendents  in  the  Arkansas  Area  over  a  month 
ago  and,  to  date,  not  one  reply  has  been  received.) 

Have  ministers  forgotten  ordination  vows? 

I  am  only  a  sophomore  in  the  Aimual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  I  write  this  with  prayerful  hesitancy  be¬ 
cause  men  with  greater  seniority,  education,  influ¬ 
ence,  stature,  and  eloquence,  will  read  it  (if  pub¬ 
lished),  but  I  fear  that  some  of  us  may  be  so  con¬ 
cerned  with  statistics,  prestige  appointments,  the 

people  are  re-seeking, 
go  elsewhere  ...” 

“Kitchen  Cabinet,”  and  “church  politics,”  that  we 
have  all  but  forgotten  our  ordination  vows.  But  I 
have  reached  an  age  where  my  primary  concern  is 
to  try  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  provide  spiritual, 
leadership  with  violence  as  I  was  called  to  do  some 
thirteen  years  ago  and  which,  on  my  knees  with 
the  hand  of  a  Bishop  on  my  head  after  taking  my 
vows,  I  was  ordained  to  do.  To  me,  anything  else 
is  of  relatively  insignificant  importance. 

Beloved  brethren,  ministers  and  laymen,  I  fear 
not  the  FCA,  FAW,  Young  Life,  the  Masonic 
Lodge,  not  even  the  Baptists!  I  fear  only  that  the 
spiritual  needs  of  some  poor  soul  will  not  be  met 
because  of  my  inadequacy  or  preoccupation  with 
misplaced  priorities.  And  isn’t  this  what  it’s  all 
about?  Think  on  that. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  hold  up  the  Gospel  as 
written  in  Mark  9:38-42  (NEB):  “Then  John  said 
to  him,  “Master,  we  saw  somebody  driving  out  evil 
spirits  in  your  name,  and  we  stopped  him,  for  he  is 
not  one  who  follows  us.”  Bui  Jesus  replied;  “You 
must  not  stop  him.  No  one  who  exerts  such  power 
in  my  name  would  readily  say  anything  against  me. 
For  the  man  who  is  not  against  us  is  on  our  side.  In 
fact,  I  assure  you  that  the  man  who  gives  a  mere 
drink  of  water  in  my  name,  because  you  are  follow¬ 
ers  of  mine,  will  most  certainly  be  rewarded.  And 
I  tell  you  too,  that  the  man  who  disturbs  the  faith 
of  one  of  the  humblest  of  those  who  believe  in  me 
would  be  better  off  if  he  were  thrown  into  the  sea 
with  a  great  millstone  hung  round  his  neck!” 


— Herman  G.  Bonds 

Hawley  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas 
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‘Living  Bible’  study  series  ready 


LEFT:  Arthur  J.  Moore,  Jr,,  Editor  of  New  World  Outlook  magazine.  Mr. 
Moore  isalso  vice-chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Christianity  &  Crisis. 
He  has  attended  the  World  Council  assemblies  at  Evanston,  New  Delhi  and 
Uppsala  as  well  as  the  Ghana  assembly  of  the  International  Missionary  Coun¬ 
cil  (IMC)  and  the  Mexico  City  and  Bangkok  meetings  of  the  IMC’s  successor, 
the  Commission  on  World  Mission  and  Evangelism.  RIGHT:  Dr.  J.  Robert 
Nelson,  Dean  and  Professor  of  Systematic  Theology  at  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology.  Dr.  Nelson  has  been  chairman  of  the  WCC’s  Faith  and 
Order  Working  Committee  since  1967,  From  1953-57,  he  was  executive 
secretary  in  Geneva  for  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission.  (RNS  Photo) 

WCC  observing  25th  anniversary 


GENEVA  (RNS)  —  The  official 
observation  of  the  25th  anniversary  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  will 
be  held  in  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Pierre 
(Protestant)  here  Aug.  26. 

Dr.  Philip  A.  Potter,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  agency  having  263  Protes¬ 
tant  and  Orthodox  member  Churches, 
will  preach  the  sermon.  He  will  be  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  service  by  two  former 
general  secretaries,  Dr.  W.  A.  Visser 
’t  Hooft,  a  Dutch  Reformed  theolog¬ 
ian,  and  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  an 
American  United  Presbyterian. 

Attending  will  be  most  of  the  120 
members  of  the  WCC’s  policy-making 
Central  Committee,  which  will  meet 
at  the  time  of  the  anniversary,  an 
equal  number  of  fraternal  delegates 
and  guests,  and  members  of  the  Swiss 
Protestant  community. 

They  will  join  a  special  litany  echo¬ 
ing  words  used  25  years  ago  when  the 
Council  was  formally  established  in 
Amsterdam.  Those  reading  the  litany 
will  pledge  “to  stay  together,”  “to 
strive  to  grow  together”  and  “to  find 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Sup¬ 
port  of  world-wide  United  Methodist 
benevolent  and  administrative  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  first  half  of  1973  is  run¬ 
ning  almost  $2,000,000  ahead  of  the 
same  period  a  year  ago,  according  to 
a  report  released  here  July  9. 

For  the  same  period  ending  June 
30,  a  total  cf  $20,166,327  has  been 
received  by  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  gen¬ 
eral  treasurer  of  the  denomination,  an 
increase  of  some  1 1  per  cent  from  the 
first  six  months  of  1972.  Of  the  17 
funds,  eight  show  increases,  six  de¬ 
clined;  two  are  new  this  year  and  one 
is  the  final  report  on  a  special  disas¬ 
ter  offering  started  in  the  spring  of 
1972. 

Largest  increase  for  the  second  con¬ 
secutive  quarter  was  in  giving  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR),  up  104  per  cent  from 
the  same  period  a  year  ago.  The  in¬ 
crease  reflects  contributions  to  appeals 
for  relief  in  the  Nicaraguan  earthquake 
and  other  disasters. 

Greatest  decrease  was  in  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Fund,  down  9  per  cent,  reflect¬ 
ing  the  lower  rate  at  which  this  fund 
is  apportioned  during  the  1973-76 
quadrennium. 


in  each  place  the  things  we  can  do  to¬ 
gether.” 

Words  from  each  of  the  WCC’s  four 
General  Assemblies  —  Amsterdam  in 
1948,  Evanston  in  1954,  New  Delhi 
in  1961  and  Uppsala  in  1968  —  are 
included  in  the  litany. 

The  Cathedral  of  St.  Pierre  is  the 
church  where  John  Calvin  preached 
his  Reformation  theology  in  the  16th 
Century.  The  service  will  be  telecast 
throughout  Europe  by  Eurovision.  In 
many  cases,  it  will  be  preceded  by  an 
eight-minute  video  tape  covering  the 
WCC’s  history. 

During  the  meeting  of  the  Central 
Committee,  a  special  exhibit  on  “Man 
and  Racism”  will  be  featured  at  the 
Ecumenical  Center,  home  of  the 
WCC.  The  show  blends  quotations 
from  ecumenical  personalities  and 
landmark  documents  on  human  rights 
with  photographs  and  drawings  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  days  of  the  African 
slave  trade  to  the  1973  stand  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Indians  at  Wounded  Knee, 
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Support  of  the  denomination’s  basic 
program  fund.  World  Service,  was 
down  5  per  cent  for  the  six-months 
period.  A  total  of  $7,887,252  has  been 
received  through  June  30  against  an 
annual  goal  of  $23,500,000. 

New  in  the  list  this  quadrennium  is 
the  Black  College  Fund  and  the  Hum¬ 
an  Relations  Day  offering.  Through 
June  30,  a  total  of  $1,336,850  has 
been  received  in  the  former  and  $410,- 
541  in  the  latter,  against  annual  goals 
of  $6,000,000  and  $1,000,000  respec- 
ively. 

During  the  six-months  period  $30,- 
187  was  received  for  the  1972  U.S. 
flood  disaster  special  offering.  More 
than  $1,300,000  was  received  for  this 
purpose  during  1972.  No  general  ap¬ 
peal  was  made  in  the  wake  of  1973 
floods. 

•  t 

News  in  Brief 

The  Rev,  Richard  L.  Lancaster, 
senior  pastor  of  Meridian  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Indianap¬ 
olis,  Ind.,  is  preaching  on  the  United 
Methodist  Series  of  the  Protestant 
Hour  radio  program  which  began  July 
8  and  will  continue  through  &pt,  30, 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
The  first  unit  of  a  United  Methodist 
study  series  for  adults  entitled  “Our 
Living  Bible”,  will  be  available  for 
use  this  September. 

Planned  by  the  Program-Curriculum 
Committee  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship,  the  series  is  de¬ 
signed  to  serve  adult  classes  that  wish 
to  make  the  Bible  the  central  resource 
in  every  class  session. 

“In  this  curriculum  the  Bible  is  al¬ 
ways  the  starting  point,”  explains  Dr. 
Ewart  G.  Watts,  United  Methodist 
Church  &hool  editor.  “The  student 
and  teacher  books  are  strictly  auxiliary 
to  the  Bible  itself.” 

More  than  4,000  inttoductory  kits 
have  been  requested  by  local  church 
groups.  The  kit,  available  through 
Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Centers 
for  $2.95,  includes  student  and  teacher 
books,  an  audio  cassette,  a  plan  for 
teacher  training.  Adult  Planbook,  and 
descriptions  of  recommended  editions 
of  the  Bible. 

The  “Our  Living  Bible  Series”  con¬ 
sists  of  12  units  of  study  composed  of 
12  student  books  and  12  teacher 
books.  Together  these  books  enable  a 
class  to  study  every  major  event,  every 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
Twenty-eight  non-white  ministers  are 
now  superintendents  of  predominantly 
white  United  Methodist  Church  dis¬ 
tricts,  a  100  per  cent  gain  in  five 
years.  Only  eight  all  -  black  districts 
(among  the  denomination’s  550  in  the 
U.  S.)  remain,  for  what  is  expected  to 
be  their  last  year. 

All  but  one  of  the  ethnic  superin¬ 
tendents  are  black.  The  other  is  the 
first  Japanese- American  to  gain  such 
a  post  —  the  Rev.  George  Nishikawa 
of  Los  Angeles  District  in  Southern 
California-Arizona  Conference.  He  re¬ 
placed  a  black  minister,  the  Rev.  Mel¬ 
vin  G.  Talbert,  who  is  now  top  execu¬ 
tive  for  the  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship. 

This  year’s  gain  of  two  for  the  list 
came  in  Baltimore,  the  only  annual 
conference  to  have  had  consistently 
more  than  one  minority  person  as  a 
superintendent,  and  where  the  Rev. 
Levi  Miller  became  the  third  black 
currently  serving,  in  Washington  Cen¬ 
tral  District;  and  in  East  Ohio  Confer¬ 
ence,  where  the  Rev.  Robert  G,  Tol¬ 
bert  is  the  first  black  superintendent 
for  several  years,  serving  Akron  Dis¬ 
trict. 

In  other  changes,  but  continuing  a 
black  in  the  position,  in  New  York 
Conference,  the  Rev.  Readus  Watkins 
succeeded  the  Rev.  John  Carrington, 
who  became  executive  of  the  church’s 
New  York  City  Society;  in  Missouri 
West  Conference,  the  Rev.  C.  Jarrett 
Gray  replaced  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Johnson, 
Jr.,  who  retired. 

Other  conferences  with  black  min¬ 
isters  heading  integrated  districts  in¬ 
clude  California-Nevada,  Detroit,  Eas¬ 
tern  Pennsylvania,  Florida,  iJolston, 
Louisiana,  Nebraska,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  North  Georgia,  North  Tex¬ 
as,  Northern  Illinois,  Northern  New 
Jersey,  Peninsula,  Southern  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  Southwest  Texas,  Tennessee,  Tex¬ 
as,  Virginia,  West  Ohio,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Western  North  Carolina. 

The  eight  segregated  districts,  all 
with  black  superintendents,  are  in 
South  Carolina,  Mississippi  and  North 


major  personality,  and  every  major 
idea  in  the  Bible,  according  to  Dr. 
Watts. 

The  first  unit,  available  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  is  entitled  “Channels  of  His 
Spirit.”  Writers  are  United  Methodist 
Division  of  Education  staff  members 
Horace  R.  Weaver  and  Roy  H.  Ryan; 
North  Texas  Council  on  Ministries  Di¬ 
rector  James  C.  Hares,  Dallas,  Tex.; 
and  Paul  L.  Morell,  Pastor  Tyler  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 
The  first  unit  is  devoted  to  the  Book 
of  Acts  and  stresses  the  spiritual  values 
of  that  book  for  Christians  today. 

The  teacher’s  book  contains  two 
complete  sets  of  teaching  plans:  the 
first  based  upon  the  lecture  method,' 
the  second  based  upon  a  variety  of 
methods.  Five  units  will  be  devoted  to 
the  Old  Testament  and  seven  units  to 
the  New  Testament.  The  books  will  be 
published  quarterly  and  will  be  im- 
dated. 

“This  series  will  meet  a  long-stand¬ 
ing  need  among  United  Methodist 
adults  for  an  official  curriculum  de¬ 
signed  by  their  church  enabling  them 
to  study  the  whole  Bible  systemati¬ 
cally,”  Dr.  Watts  said. 
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Mississippi  Conferences.  In  South  Car¬ 
olina,  the  black  and  white  conferences 
merged  in  1972  and  agreed  to  con¬ 
tinue  separate  districts  until  1974.  Al¬ 
though  the  church’s  General  Confer¬ 
ence  had  mandated  an  end  to  such 
segregated  structures  in  1973,  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
withdrew  a  legal  challenge  to  the  South 
Carolina  plan  on  the  basis  of  its  equity 
and  a  pending  restructure  involving  all 
districts. 

The  black-white  mergers  resulting 
in  two  conference  in  Mississippi  last 
June  also  continued  all-black  districts 
with  black  superintendents,  but  re¬ 
duced  their  number  from  seven  to 
four,  two  in  each  conference.  In  the 
changeover,  one  former  superintend¬ 
ent  went  to  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic^ 
tional  Council  staff,  one  to  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Conference  staff  and  one  to 
a  pastorate. 

A  Mississippi  official  said  this  ar¬ 
rangement  would  be  phased  out,  by 
voluntary  transfers  between  districts 
or  by  official  realigiunent,  probably 
during  an  interim  of  the  coming  year. 

In  another  new  de-segregating  merg¬ 
er,  Alabama  and  Alabama-West  Flori¬ 
da  Conferences  eliminated  black  dis¬ 
tricts  but  did  not  appoint  any  blacks 
as  superintendents.  Each,  however, 
named  a  black  minister  to  its  confer¬ 
ence  staff. 

The  number  of  ethnic  minority 
members  of  conference  council  on 
ministries  staffs  also  increased,  high¬ 
lighted  by  perhaps  the  first  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  Indian  to  such  a  post,  the 
Rev.  Simeon  F.  Cummings  in  North 
Carolina. 

Other  conferences  with  ethnic  staff 
members  include  Central  Texas,  De¬ 
troit  (the  only  program  director),  Lou¬ 
isiana,  New  York,  North  Arkansas- 
Little  Rock,  Northern  Illinois,  Penin¬ 
sula,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  Western 
North  Carolina. 

In  addition,  most  of  the  newly 
merged  conferences,  as  well  as  many 
others,  have  several  minority-  repre¬ 
sentatives  elected  as  chairpersons  of 
boards. 


Relief  appeals  bring  most  generous 
response  from  United  Methodists 


Leadership  posts  in  United 
Methodism  undergo  ethnic  changes 


PAGE  TEN 


AUGUST  2,  1973 


The  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.  (right),  pastor  of  St.  James  Church, 
Shreveport,  was  presented  in  a  vocal  recital  by  United  Methodist  Women 
on  a  recent  Sunday  afternoon.  Following  the  format,  "Odes  to  the  Ebony 
Soul,"  the  program  was  presented  in  the  idiom  of  the  "black  experience,” 
including  spirituals,  jazz,  gospel  songs  and  contemporary  art  songs. 
Charles  Player,  St.  James  organist  and  a  music  major  at  Southern  Uni¬ 
versity,  was  accompanist.  Player  has  also  attended  Centenary  and 
Grambling  Colleges,  and  holds  a  certificate  from  the  Naval  School  of 
Music.  The  St.  James  pastor  holds  the  bachelor  of  music  degree  from 
Centenary  College,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Dillard  University  and  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary.  He  is  the  former  director  of  the  Shreveport  District 
Choir  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  concert  included  a  number  by 
the  St.  James  Choir  composed  by  their  director-pastor,  and  instrumental 
numbers  performed  by  Mr.  Player  and  Dwayne  Pennywell. 


One  of  several  small  discussion  groups  of  senior  highs  from 
Trinity  and  Grace  Churches  of  Ruston  who  participated  in  a 
recent  joint  Youth  Activities  Week  following  the  theme; 
"Celebration  of  Life.”  Activities  for  the  80  participants 
began  on  Saturday  with  a  water-skiing  trip  and  continued 
with  activities  at  both  churches,  with  the  closing  celebra¬ 
tion  at  Toma  Lodge.  Youth  directors  are  Mary  Francis 
Riffins,  Grace;  and  Gene  Finnell,  Trinity.  Pastors  are  W. 
0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Grace;  and  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  Trinity. 
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Tri-District  Elementary  Camp  Number  Three  for  Alexandria,  Lafayette, 
and  Natchicothes  Districts  at  Camp  Brewer  during  July  16-20.  Shown 
with  the  youthful  campers  is  the  Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall,  pastor  of  David 
Haas  Memorial  Church  at  Bunkie. 
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Campers  attending  the  Hammond  District  Elementary  Camp  at 
Camp  Istrouma,  June  18-22.  Directors  included  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  John  Casey,  the  Rev.  Fred  Campbell,  and  the  Rev.  Larry 
Stafford.  Camp  Istrouma  supervisors  are  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Monroe  Wilks. 


Jurisdiction  Deaconness  — 

Home  Missionary  Association 
meeting  at  McCurdy 

An  on-site  exposure  experience  to 
get  acquainted  with  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  projects  in  New  Mexico 
is  in  progress  for  the  Juris¬ 
diction  Deaconness/Home  Missionary 

TOUR  HOSTS  NEEDED 

New  7  Day  Holy  Land  Air  Cruise 

total  cost  in<'lude8  first  class  hotels, 
all  meals,  all  transportation,  tips,  taxes, 
siKlitseelnu.  Write  for  Air  Cruise  Bror'hure. 

TRAVEL  WHOLESALE.  INC. 

6610  Powers  Ferry  Kd.  N.W..  Atlanta,  Ca.  30339 


Association  August  1-5  1973. 

US-2’s,  missionary  candidates,  em¬ 
ployed  workers,  conference  United 
Methodist  Women  presidents  and  in¬ 
terested  persons  are  in  attendance 
as  well  as  deaconesses  and  home  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  will  participate  in  this 
first  hand  experience  at  Harwood 
School  at  Albuquerque  and  at  Mc¬ 
Curdy  School  at  Espanola.  Each  school 
has  a  long  history  of  service,  Har¬ 
wood  under  the  former  Methodist 
Church  and  McCurdy  School  and  Hos¬ 
pital  under  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church. 

McCurdy  buses  are  transporting  the 


group  from  Albuquerque  to  Espanola 
with  several  hours  sight  seeing  in  be¬ 
tween  in  historic  Santa  Fe.  Hill  vil¬ 
lages,  Indian  Pueblos  and  old  mission 
churches  will  be  included  in  a  tour 
of  the  Santa  Cruz  area.  Time  for  spirit¬ 
ual  enrichment,  business  and  discus¬ 
sion  of  current  issues  will  round  out 
the  program. 

There  are  approximately  125  active 
deaconesses  and  home  missionaries 
and  60  retired  ones  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  and  for  many,  this  will  be  a  first 
opportunity  to  visit  these  projects  and 
to  see  this  part  of  the  country, 
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Frank  M.  Jones,  of  Minden,  a 
minister  of  religious  music,  was 
the  special  guest  at  First  Church, 
Lafayette  on  Sunday  evening, 
July  22.  Mr.  Jones  presented  an 
hour  of  contemporary  music  and 
his  testimony  to  the  faith.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Louisiana  Tech  and 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
Methodist  at  Kansas  City. 
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Average  attendance  at 
VCS  at  Robert’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  Den¬ 
ham  Springs  (above 
group)  numbered  about 
100.  AT  RIGHT  are 
staff  members,  including 
the  Rev.  Clarence  L. 
Hillard  (back  right)  and 
Church  School  superin¬ 
tendent  Arthur  L.  Per¬ 
kins,  Sr.  (back  left). 
The  school  closed  with 
a  swimming  party  in  a 
nearby  city. 
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Live  Oak  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Watson, 
displayed  the  montage 
at  right  on  its  bulletin 
board  -  scenes  of  the 
128  children  and  workers 
who  participated  in  va¬ 
cation  church  school. 
Directors  were  Bobbie 
Ott  and  Terry  Arnold. 
The  Rev.  Charles  Strong 
minister. 


Group  attending  Rosedale  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Vacation  Church  School.  The  Rev. 
Frank  M.  Stage,  Jr.  is  pastor. 


More  than  50  teachers,  student  helpers  and  parents  gave 
guidance  to  135  boys  and  girls  from  three  years  of  age 
through  the  sixth  grade  at  First  Church,  Monroe,  during 
recent  VCS.  Directors  and  coordinators  were  Mrs.  James 
Warren,  Mrs.  C.  Major  Winters,  and  Mrs.  Elgin  Boggs. 
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The  132  average  daily  attendance  at  vaca¬ 
tion  church  school  at  First  Church,  Frank¬ 
lin,  included  some  visitors  from  other 
denominations.  Mrs.  Wayne  Morris  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Shaffer  were  leaders,  and  Miss 
Kathi  Breazeale,  summer  youth  director, 
assisted  with  music  in  all  classes. 


Scene  from  vacation  church  school  at 
First  Church  Bastrop.  Over  100  children 
attended  daily.  The  Rev.  Edwin  J.  Barks¬ 
dale  is  pastor. 


The  Blackwater  VCS  had  an  average  daily  attendance  of 
170  with  44  teachers  and  workers.  Mrs.  Sherry  Snuggs 
directed  the  school  and  Mrs.  Ann  Merrill  assisted.  The 
Rev.  William  C.  Blakely  is  pastor;  Bobby  Reich  is  youth 
director. 


Vacation  church  school  staff  at 
Asbury  Church,  Natchitoches. 
The  Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry, 
paster,  showed  slides  of  t4»e 
Holy  Land.  Daily  attendance 
averaged'  30  children. 


The  primary  department  of  Centenary  Church  at  Rayne  had  the 
experience  of  riding  on  a  city  fire  truck  during  recent  vacation 
ehorck  school.  The  Rev.  George  McVay,  pastor,  is  shown  at  right. 


Third  and  4th  grade  boys  and  girls 
(above)  of  Winan  United  Methodist 
Church,  Franklinton,  display  visual 
aids  depicting  love  in  the  world  and 
faith  in  Christ  which  “lead  to  a  better 
life  for  all  mankind.”  BELOW:  Fifth 
and  sixth  graders  present  choral 
reading  on  “Life  of  Love  —  Mary 
McCleod  Bethune,”  portraying  her 
many  trials  and  tribulations,  her  love 
for  God  and  fellowman,  and  her  great¬ 


ness. 
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Shown  above  are  staff  and  Board  of  Directors  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Pastors  School  meeting  at  Centenary  College  last  week  in  Shreveport. 
From  left:  the  Rev.  John  Johns,  Dean  of  the  School;  Dr.  Bruce  D.  Rahtjen, 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  Vice 
President,  Personnel-Public  Relations,  Methodist  Publishing  House;  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Hayes,  Sr.,  President  of  Wiley  College,  Marshall,  Texas;  Dr. 
Carlyle  Marney,  founder  of  Interpreters’  House,  Lake  Junaluksa,  N.C.; 
the  Rev.  Howard  'Ailo,  Chairman,  Pastors’  School  Board  of  Directors;  and 
the  Rev.  James  Poole,  Registrar  and  Treasurer. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


The  Conference  Mission  Tour 
to  the  Monroe  District,  scheduled 
for  August  10,  has  been  cancelled 
due  to  scheduling  difficulties. 

There  will  be  a  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  sponsored  tour  of  the 
Mission  Ministries  in  Shreveport 
on  August  24.  The  tour  will  be¬ 
gin  at  9:00  a.m.  with  an  Orien¬ 


tation  Session  at  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church,  1001  Pierre 
Avenue.  Persons  participating  in 
the  tour  will  visit  the  Travis 
Street  Center,  Noel  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Neighborhood  House,  St. 
James  United  Methodist  Day 
Care  Center  and  the  Fairfield 
Day  Care  Center. 
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In  Greater  New  Orleans 

Bishop  Crutchfield  named 
head  of  Federation  of  Churches 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  was 
elected  President  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  at  the 
meeting  of  its  Board  of  Directors  on 
July  31,  1973.  Dr.  David  E.  Mason, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Federation 
said;  ‘T  am  delighted  that  a  clergyman 
of  Bishop  Crutchfield’s  stature  has  ac¬ 
cepted  this  position.  During  this  period 
of  new  directions  with  the  Federation, 
his  experience  and  wisdom  will  be  in¬ 
valuable.” 

The  Federation  of  Churches,  with 
offices  at  300  St.  Charles  Avenue,  de¬ 
fines  itself  as  “Churches  moving  for¬ 
ward  together  without  compromising 
their  traditional  distinctives;  achieving 
together  what  can  be  accomplished 
better  than  by  laboring  alone;  and  a 
strong  voice  for  basic  Christian  val¬ 
ues.”  It  is  an  association  of  the  Protes¬ 
tant,  Evangelical  and  Orthodox  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  area. 

Finis  Crutchfield,  Bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  Area  of  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  has  his  official  residence 
in  New  Orleans.  At  the  time  of  his 
election  to  the  office  of  bishop,  he  was 
serving  his  twelfth  year  as  pastor  of 
the  Boston  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  one  of 'the 
five  largest  congregations  in  United 
Methodism. 

In  response  to  his  election  to  the 
Federation  position,  the  Bishop  stated; 
“It  is  with  a  sense  of  genuine  respon¬ 
sibility  and  commitment  that  1  accept 
this  office  which  you  ,  .  .  invited  me 
to  occupy.  The  Federation  of  Churches 
in  New  Orleans  is  not  only  important 
to  the  life-blood  of  the  congregations 
themselves,  but  also  the  city  and  the 
entire  region.  We  live  in  times  that 
call  for  a  forthright  evangelical  wit¬ 
ness.  The  times  also  call  for  a  pro¬ 
phetic  spirit  and  a  broad  brotherly  un¬ 
derstanding  of  each  other,  of  ourselves 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


and  of  our  society.  The  call  to  all  of 
us  to  become  more  dedicated,  dis¬ 
ciplined  Christians  is  from  Christ.  To 
that  end  I  shall  labor  .  .  .  and  do  the 
best  that  I  can  to  contribute  to  the  al¬ 
ready  magnificent  strength  of  the 
churches  in  this  Federation.  I  have 
complete  confidence  in  Dr.  Mason, 
and  pledge  full  support  to  him  and 
the  other  officers.” 

As  President  of  the  Federation  of 
Churches,  Bishop  Crutchfield  is  com¬ 
pleting  the  unexpired  term  of  The  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow,  formerly  pastor 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
who  moved  from  the  city  to  accept  a 
responsibility  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Assisting  Bishop  Crutchfield  are 
five  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Federation 
of  Churches.  The  President  of  Church 
Women  United  is  Mrs.  Henry  Shepard. 
Vice-President  for  Church  Relations  is 
the  Rev.  Axel  Beckman.  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  for  Organizational  Liaison  Di¬ 
vision  is  the  Rev.  Harold  L.  Abraham, 
The  Vice-President  for  the  Commun¬ 
ity  Affairs  Division  is  Dr.  H.  Dale 
Wright.  The  Program  Division  is 
headed  by  Vice-President  Dr.  Robert 
F,  Harrington. 
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Special  offerings  this  Sunday  to  support  Peoples'"  Community  Center 


This  coming  Sunday,  August  12,  is  being  observed  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  as  “Peoples’  Community  Center  Day.”  Special  offerings  will 
be  received  from  churches  throughout  the  Conference  to  advance  the  work 
of  the  New  Orleans  center.  In  previous  issues  of  THE  METHODIST 
the  history  of  the  51  year  old  institution  has  been  given  and  it’s  services 
highlighted.  The  following  article  is  by  the  Director  of  the  Center  the 
Rev.  William  R.  London,  Jr. 

As  a  regular  reader  of  “The  Louisiana  Methodist”  I  am  sure  you 
have  read  the  two  previous  articles  concerning  Peoples  Methodist  Com¬ 
munity  Center.  This  third  article  is  to  further  acquaint  you  with  the  func¬ 
tion  of  the  center  and  its  needs  to  more  efficiently  fulfill  its  purposes. 

The  facilities  of  the  center  are  available  to  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  for  meetings  that  concern  the  entire  community.  A  day  care  cen¬ 
ter  is  also  available  to  working  mothers  at  a  minimal  cost.  The  youth  of 
the  community  are  encouraged  to  participate  in  programs,  plays,  games 
and  other  forms  of  activities  that  will  help  to  build  their  characters,  so¬ 
cially,  educationally  and  physically.  The  senior  citizens  are  provided"  op¬ 
portunities  to  meet,  converse  and  share  with  each  other  their  interests  and 
hobbies  as  well  as  to  just  socialize. 

While  the  center  does  try  to  meet  these  needs  to  the  best  of  its  abil- 
Tty  It  IS  not  doing  an  adequate  job  because  of  lack  of  more  financial  sup¬ 
port.  The  support  given  by  the  United  Fund  is  limited  to  the  basic 
essentials  of  the  center.  Therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  seek  support  from 
other  areas  in  order  to  provide  more  than  the  primary  needs  of  the 
center. 

(See  page  seven) 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  and  Dr. 
W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  Vice  President  for 
Personnel-Public  Relations,  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House,  visit  during 
a  break  between  Pastors’  School 
lectures. 


Visiting  with  Dr.  Carlyle 
Marney,  one  of  the  lec¬ 
turers  at  Pastors’  School, 
are,  from  left:  the  Rev. 
Tracy  R.  Arnold,  First 
Church,  Crowley;  Dr. 
Marney;  the  Rev.  Les 
P.  Thompson,  Wesley 
Foundation  director  at 
USL  and  pastor  at  Ivan- 
hoe;  and  the  Rev.  Lamar 
Smith,  University  Church, 
Baton  Rouge. 


The  Rev.  John  Johns,  pastor  at  Barksdale-Oil  City,  welcomes  those  at¬ 
tending  the  Bishop’s  Banquet  on  Wednesday  evening  at  Pastors’  School. 
The  Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser,  pastor  at  Mongum  Memorial  in  Shreveport, 
served  as  Master  of  Ceremonies.  Dr.  Byron  C.  Taylor,  retired,  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  gave  a  poem.  The  Bishop’s  address  was  a  response  to  written 
questions  submitted  during  the  School. 


Visiting  lecturers  address  the  Pastors’  School  last  week  at  Centenary 
College.  Left  to  right  are:  Dr.  Carlyle  Marney,  Baptist  minister,  author 
and  seminary  professor;  Dr.  Robert  E.  Hayes,  Sr.,  president  of  Wiley  Col¬ 
lege,  Marshall,  Texas;  and  Dr.  Bruce  D.  Rahtjen,  Associate  Professor  of 
Biblical  Theology  at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Part  of  the  group  of  ministers  attending  Pastors’  School,  shown  during 
one  of  the  lectures  in  the  R.  E.  Smith  Building. 


THE  INTERPRETER  to  feature  four  top  executives 


INFORMATION  PLEASE;  ON 
RITUALS  USED  IN  THE  CHURCH 

Pastors  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
are  asked  to  share  any  alternate  rituals 
of  marriage  and  the  funeral  they  have 
used  with  a  new  committee  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  Divis¬ 
ion  of  Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stew¬ 
ardship.  A  Louisiana  Conference  Min¬ 
ister,  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  has  been 
assigned  to  the  new  committee  as 
chairman. 

Dr.  Haynes  is  pastor  of  the  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

All  pastors  are  urged  to  assist  in  this 
effort,  which  will  culminate  in  provid¬ 
ing  alternate  forms  of  rituals  for  the 
church.  The  committee  is  also  con¬ 
cerned  with  uniting  the  worship  ex¬ 
perience  of  Black  United  Methodists 
into  the  main  stream  of  the  church, 
t 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodists  will  have  opportunity  for 
a  close  look  at  four  top  executives  of 
the  denomination  in  a  series  of  inter¬ 
views  beginning  in  the  September  is¬ 
sue  of  The  Interpreter. 

The  Interpreter,  program  journal 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  is 
published  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  —  Interpretive  Services. 
Dr.  Edwin  H.  Maynard,  Evanston,  Ill., 
is  editorial  director,  and  Darrell  R. 
Shamblin,  Dayton,  is  editor.  Circula¬ 
tion  is  300,000. 

Purpose  of  the  series,  according  to 
Editor  Shamblin,  is  “to  help  local 
church  leaders  to  become  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  general  secretaries 
of  the  program  boards  and  their  phi¬ 
losophy  as  it  relates  to  specific  pro¬ 
gram  areas.” 

Featured  in  the  interviews  are  the 


general  secretaries  of  the  church’s  four 
general  program  boards.  Two  of  them 
are  newly-elected  leaders  and  two  are 
“veterans.” 

In  each  case  the  interviewing  will 
be  done  by  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

The  September  issue  will  feature  the 
Rev.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  new  general  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Dr.  Talbert  is 
interviewed  by  Thomas  S.  McAnally 
of  Nashville. 

Others  in  the  series  will  be: 

October  —  The  Rev.  Tracey  K. 
Jones,  New  York,  general  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  inter¬ 
viewed  by  Leonard  M.  Perryman,  New 
York. 

November-December — The  Rev.  A. 
Dudley  Ward,  Washington,  D.  C.,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church 


and  Society,  interviewed  by  Winston 
H.  Taylor. 

January,  1974  —  The  Rev.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  Nashville,  new  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  interviewed 
by  Ms.  Sue  Couch,  Nashville. 

In  further  explanation  of  the  series 
of  interviews,  Mr.  Shamblin  said,  “We 
feel  that  the  timing  of  this  series  is 
good  in  the  light  of  the  restructuring 
of  the  boards.  We  also  believe  that 
these  interviews  will  help  local  church 
persons  to  realize  that  the  leaders  ‘at 
the  top’  in  our  church  are  human  be¬ 
ings  too  and  that  they  want  to  assist 
the  local  church  in  its  outreach  and 
ministry.” 

The  September  issue  will  reach 
readers  about  mid-August. 
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SOME  THOUGHTS  ABOUT  OURSELVES 

There  is  a  danger  that  the  church  may  think  too  often  about  itself. 
There  is  also  the  danger  that  it  may  not  think  often  enough  concerning 
it  s  life  and  mission.  At  the  risk  of  the  former,  let  us  engage  a  moment  in 
the  latter. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  over  the  last  week  to  attend  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Laity  Retreat,  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  Laymen’s  As¬ 
sembly  and  the  Louisiana  Pastor’s  School.  Rich  experiences,  each  of  these. 
While  it  is  impossible  to  convey  the  content  of  these  significant  gather¬ 
ings,  I  feel  it  is  important  to  try  to  share  a  basic  impression  which  is 
common  to  each  of  them. 

In  conveying  impressions,  Christian  people  are  given  to  superlatives. 
It  could  hardly  be  any  other  way,  when  you  consider  what  God  has  done 
for  us.  So  some  often-repeated  words  must  be  used  to  share  these  im¬ 
pressions. 

One  word  must  be  “joy!”  Joy  at  being  called  by  God  to  be  a  part 
of  his  church  and  mission.  “Gratitude”  —  for  those  who  have  gone  be¬ 
fore,  who  fought  a  good  fight,  who  kept  the  faith.  One  cannot  go  to  any 
meeting  of  our  great  fellowship  without  a  sense  of  being  surrounded  by 
so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses  who  have  gone  before:  retired  ministers  and 
laymen,  living  and  dead,  whose  influence  is  both  felt  and  evidenced. 

“Responsibility”  and  “opportunity”  are  impressions  which  linger  long 
as  one  reflects  on  the  human  needs  of  others  which  are  always  a  priority 
when  United  Methodists  gather. 

“Thanksgiving”  for  the  marvelous  spirit  of  the  laity,  the  ability  and 
devotion  of  our  Bishops,  and  the  dedication  and  creativness  of  our  pas¬ 
tors  in  being  shepherds,  prophets  and  priests  to  their  people  —  this  is  a 
major  impression. 

And  finally,  one  senses  that  United  Methodists  are  more  eager  today 
than  for  some  time  that  God’s  Holy  Spirit  empower  them  for  his  work  in 
this  day. 

The  need  for  the  church  and  it’s  gospel  has  never  been  greater. 

We  are  blest  by  God  in  having  a  part  in  his  mission  in  such  a  day. 
We  need  to  know  this,  to  say  it,  and  then  get  on  with  it. 


J.S.W. 


Gift  of  God 


The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  a  sermon  delivered  on  last  Sunday 
morning  at  the  Laymen’s  Assembly  at  Mt.  Sequoyah.  The  preacher  was 
the  Rev.  Charles  Whittle,  Associate  General  Secretary  of  the  Section  on 
Connectional  Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tennes¬ 
see.  It  speaks  for  itself: 

I’ve  travelled  across  this  nation  with  men  who  damned  the 
church.  They  talked  about  how  the  church  has  failed  and  how  sorry 
the  church  is.  Now  I’m  not  much  of  a  debater,  but  when  it  would 
come  my  turn  I  would  say  something  like  this:  Now  the  church  may 
be  as  sorry  as  we  have  heard  that  it  is.  The  church  may  have  failed 
like  we  have  heard.  But  I’ve  got  to  say  that  the  church  has  never 
failed  me. 

You  see,  when  I  was  born  into  this  world,  my  mother  and 
father  wanted  to  present  this  third  child,  the  third  one  that  lived,  to 
God.  And  The  Methodist  Church  provided  an  altar.  During  those 
early  years  when  we  moved  around  because  of  the  depression  — 
my  father  was  looking  for  work  —  everywhere  we  moved  The 
Methodist  Church  provided  a  congregation  to  welcome  us  and  love 
us;  a  pastor  to  minister  to  our  ^eed. 

When  we  settled  in  one  community  just  outside  Ft.  Worth  — 

I  grew  up  there  —  every  Sunday  the  church  provided  Sunday 
School  and  Worship  and  mid-week  service  and  Vacation  Bible 
School  and  summer  camping.  And  —  would  you  believe  this  — 
when  I  went  into  the  Navy  in  World  War  II  the  church  thought  so 
much  about  me  that  the  church  sent  a  Chaplain  along  to  look  out 
after  my  welfare.  And  when  I  asked  my  high  school  sweetheart  to 
marry  me.  The  Methodist  Church  provided  a  minister  in  Oakland, 
California  to  perform  the  ceremony. 

When  we  came  back  and  I  wanted  to  go  to  college  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  provided  a  college  for  me  to  attend.  When  I  was 
called  to  preach.  The  Methodist  Church  provided  a  bishop  to  put 
his  hands  on  my  head  and  ordain  me  —  Bishop  William  C.  Martin 
—  and  gave  me  a  congregation  somebody  else  started,  to  support 
me  and  to  love  me.  And  I  don’t  know  of  any  other  institution  in 
Nashville  that  can  do  for  my  family  and  for  me  what  our  local 
congregation  is  doing. 

So  —  maybe  the  church  has  failed  and  maybe  the  church  is 
as  sorry  as  all  the  folks  and  the  articles  have  said  that  the  church 
is.  I  know  the  church  has  faults  because  it’s  got  me!  But  the  church 
has  never  failed  me,  and  I’m  convinced  that  the  church  is  a  gift 
of  God.” 
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Right  here  in  River  City . 

It  has  just  been  revealed  to  me  that  real  trouble  with  this  world  is 
fast-drying  water-based  paint  and  polaroid  film.  That’s  right:  fast-drying 
water-based  paint  and  polaroid  film.  Since  you  my  not  be  among  the  few 
who  arc  in  on  this  bit  of  intelligence,  you  might  want  to  listen  closely  to 
the  following  and  then  telephone  two  friends  when  the  program  is  over. 

It’s  a  fact.  Fast-drying  water-based  paint  and  polaroid  film  threaten 
the  very  fabric  of  our  society, 

“But  how  on  earth  can  this  be?”,  I  hear  you  asking,  excitedly.  I  will 
respond  with  an  illustration  from  personal  experience.  Some  few  days 
back  I  prepared  some  book  shelves  for  painting.  They  were  carefully 
measured,  sawed,  sanded  and  loved  until  ready  for  the  brush.  Though  I 
could  hardly  wait  to  use  them,  I  had  prepared  myself  for  that  redemptive 
two-day  wait  for  the  paint  to  dry.  I  recalled  from  childhood  days  the  pro¬ 
longed  agony  of  such  waiting  to  use  some  freshly  painted  object  I  had 
long  worked  over  and  was  so  impatient  to  use.  Oh  what  qualities  of  for¬ 
bearance,  long-suffering  and  patience  must  have  been  produced  through 
the  years  because  of  slow-drying  oil-based  paint! 

Being  prepared  for  and  in  desperate  need  of  a  refresher  course  in 
these  basic  disciplines,  I  picked  up  the  paint  can  to  survey  the  instruc¬ 
tions:  “Fast-drying  water-based  paint.  Dries  in  30  minutes.”  Now  you 
can’t  tell  me  the  devil’s  not  in  that!  To  say  nothing  of  polaroid  film! 
Back  in  a  more  spartan  day  we  waited  out  with  ironclad  forbearance  the 
two  weeks  that  our  8  exposures  were  at  the  drug  store,  wondering  all  that 
while  if  they  would  all  “come  out”  all  right.  But  now?  A  quick  count  to 
ten  does  it.  How  much  character,  tell  me,  can  be  cultivated  in  a  count  of 
fen  or  even  in  the  thirty  minutes  it  takes  the  paint  to  dry? 

How  sorely  are  these  qualities  of  forbearance,  long-suffering  and 
patience  needed  today.  The  present  generation,  if  our  eight  year  old  is 
any  example,  has  about  as  much  patience  as  a  bird  dog  who  has  just 
flushed  a  covey  of  quail.  It’s  all  ours  can  do  to  wait  out  the  table  grace 
before  buttering  the  cornbread. 

And  so,  with  the  passing  of  the  old  slow-drying  paints  and  the  other 
kind  of  film,  it  seems  we  must  find  a  substitute  for  producing  these  des¬ 
perately  needed  qualities. 

I  have  a  suggestion.  Why  not  the  Christian  home?  Why  not  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  parents,  of  brothers  and  sisters,  of  each  of  us?  Not  only  for  the 
qualities  spoken  of  above,  but  for  all  of  those  great  Christian  traits  of 
character  without  which  none  of  us  are  properly  equipped  for  the  venture 
of  life. 

It  just  could  be  that  the  home  —  the  Christian  home  —  can  best 
produce  these  qualities  so  desperately  needed  by  each  and  all. 

Faint  a  board;  take  a  picture  .  .  .  .,  and  think  about  it. 

J.S.W. 

t 

A  personal  word 

Something  that  has  been  bothering  me,  and  possibly  some  of  you,  is 
that  newspaper  people  are  not  supposed  to  use  the  first  person  “I”’  in 
writing.  I  know  this.  And  the  fact  that  I’m  new  in  the  business  is  no 
excuse  for  taking  liberties  with  such  a  long-established  and  honored  cus¬ 
tom.  I  know  it  can  sound  presumptions  and  sometimes  egotistical  and 
other  times  silly  and  occasionally  foolish.  But  I  do  this  because  “it’s  me 
what’s  doing  the  writing,”  and  I  want  to  take  the  blame  for  anything 
wrong  I  might  say  and  do  —  and  yes,  the  credit,  too,  for  anything  right 
—  and  not  pass  them  off  to  any  anonymous  “we.” 

I’m  not  apologizing  for  this;  I’m  just  explaining.  I  think  it’s  the  right 
way  for  me  to  do  my  thing.  I  will,  however,  apologize  for  taking  this  ex¬ 
tra  tune  of  yours  and  extra  space  of  mine.  Now  I  will  go  on  sinning 

J.S.W.’ 

t 

A  philosopher  speaks 

“Behind  every  successful  man  you’ll  find  a  surprised  mother-in-law.” 

— Matt  Locke  Ellis,  August  4,  A.D.  1973 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


The  already  troubled  Orthodox  Church  of  Greece 
was  recently  rocked  by  disclosures  of  a  report  charg¬ 
ing  financial  mismanagement  of  vast  landholdings. 
Archbishop  leronymos,  primate  of  the  Church, 
rushed  back  to  Athens  from  a  vacation  on  the  island 
of  Tenos  to  deal  with  the  new  crisis.  The  finance 
committee  of  the  governing  Holy  Synod,  a  10-mem¬ 
ber  panel  of  bishops,  mostly  unfriendly  to  the  arch¬ 
bishop,  called  for  a  full  judicial  investigation  of  the 
agency  administering  Church  properties. 


Population  explosion  “hysterics”  were  criti¬ 
cized  in  a  widely  publicized  pamphlet  issued  in 
London  which  said  young  couples  are  being 
made  to  feel  they  are  not  wanted.  The  pamph¬ 
let  was  issued  by  the  London-based  Human 
Rights  Society  under  the  title  of  “Not  Wanted.” 
It  asked  the  question:  Is  a  whole  young  gen¬ 
eration  being  brought  up  to  feel  they  are  un¬ 
wanted  in  the  world? 


Public  colleges  and  universities  should  raise  their 
tuition  annually  at  a  higher  rate  than  private  insti¬ 
tutions,  so  as  to  decrease  the  cost  competition  be¬ 
tween  them,  according  to  the  Carnegie  Commission 
on  Higher  Education.  As  reported  by  the  American 
Council  on  Education,  the  commission  recommends 
that  tuition  in  private  colleges  and  universities  con¬ 
tinue  to  increase  at  about  the  rate  of  the  rise  in 
per-capita  disposable  personal  income.  But  it  pro¬ 
posed  that  tuition  in  public  colleges  and  universities 
“rise  faster  than  this  rate  until  it  reaches  the  level 
of  about  one-third  of  the  educational  costs  of  the 
institutions  as  compared  with  the  current  one-sixth, 
in  order  to  narrow  the  tuition  gap  between  public 
and  private  institutions. 


Can  an  Anglican  archbishop,  a  man  who  once 
beaded  the  world  Anglican  Communion,  shift 
his  style  of  ministry  and  become  a  successful 
associate  parish  priest?  Christ  Episcopal  Church 
in  Greenville,  S.C.  will  be  the  proving  ground 
for  that  question  when  Archbishop  Ralph  Dean 
of  Cariboo,  British  Columbia,  joins  its  staff  in 
December.  The  prelate,  who  is  taking  a  five- 
year  leave  of  absence  from  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Canada,  will  be  responsible  for  the 
continuing  education  of  the  parish’s  six  clergy¬ 
men,  will  do  home  episcopal  work  (confirming) 
and  will  be  involved  in  teaching,  evangelism 
and  writing. 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Kissinger  has  been  selected  as  recip¬ 
ient  of  the  1973  Gold  Medallion  of  the  Society  for 
the  Family  of  Man.  The  award  is  sponsored  by  the 
Council  of  Churches  of  the  City  of  New  York,  a 
Protestant  organization.  It  is  presented  in  November 
at  a  dinner  that  serves  as  a  fund-raising  event.  Dr. 
Kissinger,  a  top  presidential  adviser,  will  be  hon¬ 
ored  for  contributions  to  world  peace. 

The  black  Protestant  bishop  who  heads  the 
major  organization  opposing  the  white  minority 
regime  in  Rhodeaa  appears  ready  to  cmnpro- 
mise  his  demand  for  immediate  black  control 
in  the  African  land,  according  to  a  recent  re¬ 
port  in  the  Christian  Science  Monitor.  A  dis¬ 
patch  from  Nairobi,  Kenya  stated  that  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  leader 
of  the  African  National  Council  of  Rhodesia 
met  for  the  first  time  on  July  19  with  Premier 
Ian  Smith.  Monitor  reporter  Jeffer  Radford 
said  the  Africa  National  Council  seems  wfll- 
ing  to  negotiate  certain  demands  and  to  accept 
continuing  white  rule  for  the  time  being. 


When  a  recent  dispute  in  the  legislature  held  up 
payments  to  Pennsylvania  welfare  recipients  for  two 
weeks,  a  group  of  inmates  in  a  South  Jersey  prison 
decided  they  should  help  out.  When  they  heard 
from  television  news  reports  about  welfare  demon¬ 
strations  in  Philadelphia,  three  prisoners  reported  a 
fellow-feeling  with  the  people  who  got  into  trouble 
because  of  lack  of  food.  They  challenged  the  other 
prisoners  who  voted  unanimously  to  give  up  bread 
at  three  meals,  and  as  a  result  300  loaves  of  bread 
were  delivered  to  Assumption  Catholic  Church  in 
Philadelphia  for  distribution  to  welfare  families. 

As  the  “mother  church”  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.  (Southern)  withdrew  from 
the  denomination,  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  Evangelical  Synod,  a  Church  that  is 
the  product  of  three  schisms  and  one  union,  an¬ 
ticipated  that  it  might  attract  some  dissident 
Southern  Presbyterians  to  its  fold.  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  in  whose 
sanctuary  the  Southern  Prehbyterian  denomina¬ 
tion  was  organized  in  December .  1861,  has 
withdrawn  from  the  denomination  by  a  297- 
92  vote  of  its  local  session. 

A  1956  state  law  requiring  that  a  person  must 
have  lived  in  the  state  for  two  years  before  he  can 
file  for  a  divorce  has  been  ruled  unconstitutional  in 
Rhode  Island.  A  three-judge  federal  court  said  the 
law  abridges  freedom  of  interstate  travel  and  vio¬ 
lates  constitutional  rights  of  due  process  and  equal 
protection.  The  statute  penalizes  persons  who  have 
recently  moved  into  the  state  by  imposing  “a  hiatus 
of  two  years”  before  they  become  entitled  to  a  ju¬ 
dicial  adjustment  of  a  “fundamental  human  relation¬ 
ship,”  said  the  decision  written  by  Chief  Judge  Ray¬ 
mond  J.  Pettine  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  in  Provi¬ 
dence. 

The  Methodist  Church’s  role  in  the  work  of 
reconciliation  in  strife-torn  Northern  Ireland 
was  stressed  by  the  Rev.  Harold  Sloan,  president 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ireland,  in  an  in¬ 
terview  with  the  Methodist  Recorder,  leading 
independent  journal  of  the  British  Methodist 
Church.  He  said:  Methodism  is  one  right 
through  the  country  and,  in  fact,  no  church  in 
Ireland  is  divided  by  the  border.  The  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  is  playing  its  part  in  the  work  of 
reconciliation  and  is  ready  to  encourage  any 
project  that  will  further  peace  and  cooperation 
between  all  the  people  of  northern  Ireland.” 

Charities  are  being  penalized  by  Britain’s  new  Value 
Added  Tax  and  this  is  “socially  unacceptable.”  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  statement  issued  in  London  by  the 
Charities  Aid  Fund.  The  10  per  cent  tax,  known  as 
VAT,  was  introduced  by  Britain  when  it  entered  the 
European  Common  Market  in  January.  It  applies  to 
goods  and  services  and  replaces  the  Purchase  Tax, 
which  was  imposed  on  goods  only,  and  the  Selective 
Employment  Tax  which  was  imposed  only  on  em¬ 
ployers  engaged  in  service  trades  (shops,  catering 
and  laundry)  as  distinct  from  production  industries. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  appealed 
to  President  Nixon  before  the  visit  of  Leonid 
I.  Brezhnev  to  intercede  with  the  Soviet  leader 
on  behalf  of  religious  freedom  in  his  nation.  A 
telegram  to  the  president  said:  “.  .  .  We  trust 
you  will  express  to  Mr.  Brezhnev  the  .  .  .  deep 
concern  of  the  American  people  for  the  full 
expression  of  religious  freedom  in  the  USSR 
.  .  .  for  Jews,  Chilians  and  people  of  all  re¬ 
ligious  faiths.” 

Pope  Paul  marking  the  10th  anniversary  of  his  elec¬ 
tion  as  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  (June 
21,  1963),  joined  some  8,000  guests  in  the  Vatican’s 
vast  new  audience  hall  adjacent  to  St.  Peter’s  Basil¬ 
ica  for  a  concert  performed  by  Leonard  Bernstein 
and  the  Newark  (N.J.)  Boys’  Chorus,  the  Harvard 
Glee  Club  and  the  chorus  and  orchestra  of  Italian 
radio  and  television.  Included  in  the  June  23  cele¬ 
bration  was  the  inauguration  of  a  new  20th  Century 
art  gallery  at  the  Vatican  Museum. 


A  regulation  of  the  U.S.  Merchant  Marine 
Academy  which  bars  cadets  from  marrying  has 
been  ruled  unconstitutional  by  a  federal  judge 
in  New  York.  In  a  36-page  opinion.  Judge 
John  R.  Bartels  said  that  “the  conclusive  pre¬ 
sumption  that  all  married  cadets  will  perform 
poorer  than  single  cadets  cannot  be  accepted 
upon  the  record  before  the  court.” 

The  “heyday”  of  ecumenical  institutions  may  well 
be  over,  Canon  H.  L,  Puxley,  director  of  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Institute  of  Canada,  said  in  his  retirement 
address  at  the  Board  of  Management’s  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  The  Anglican  priest  who  has  directed  the  in¬ 
stitute  for  the  last  10  years  said  that  less  and  less 
financial  support  has  come  from  church  grants  in 
recent  years.  In  1972,  65  per  cent  of  the  institute’s 
funds  came  from  secular  agencies. 

The  known  death  toll  in  Northern  Ireland’s 
four-year-old  sectarian  conflict  passed  the  850 
mark  recently,  including  169  this  year.  Two 
British  soldiers  were  kiUed  when  a  bomb  ex¬ 
ploded  in  an  area  they  were  searching  in  the 
predominantly  Roman  Catholic  Falls  Road  dis¬ 
trict. 

Catholic  bishops  in  Latin  America  are  concerned 
about  foreign  pressures  on  their  nations  relating  to 
population  control,  according  to  an  American  par¬ 
ticipant  in  an  inter-American  conference  of  Catho¬ 
lic  bishops.  Auxiliary  Bishop  Nevin  W.  Hayes,  O. 
Carm.,  of  Chicago,  in  reporting  on  the  conference 
said,  “‘Pressure  is  brought  on  the  nations  as  a  whole 
to  eliminate  poor  people  by  the  enforced  use  of 
sterilization,  contraception  and  abortion.” 

South  Africa’s  three  Afrikaana  (Dutch  Re¬ 
formed)  Churches  are  involvedl  in  a  dispute 
with  the  government  over  the  refusal  a  visa 
for  theologian  Hendrikus  Berkhof  Holland. 

A  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Univerrity  of 
Leyden  and  a  member  ot  the  Central  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  Prof. 
Berkhof  had  been  invited  to  address  a  “‘dog- 
matology  workshop”  in  Pretoria. 

A  relief  goal  of  $423,100  has  been  set  for  1974 
by  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  —  the  largest  goat 
in  the  history  of  the  organization.  It  was  approved 
during  the  annual  sessions  of  the  BWA  Executive 
Committee  and  study  commission  at  Einsiedeln, 
Switzerland.  There  were  282  registered  participants 
from  32  countries,  comprising  the  largest  attendance 
in  the  history  of  the  BWA  Executive. 

t 


VENICE  -  With  the  pigeon  population  explosion 
reaching  epidemic  proportions,  officials  in  Venice 
have  instituted  "Operation  Pigeon"  to  rid  the  famed 
city  of  three-quarters  of  its  200,000  birds.  City 
authorities  say  the  program  is  necessary  to  reduce 
the  damage  they  are  causing  to  the  architecture  and 
sculpture  of  Venice’s  magnificent  churches  and 
palaces.  If  the  operation  is  successful  the  thousands 
of  pigeons  which  converge  on  St.  Mark’s  Square, 
shown  here,  will  mostly  disappear.  The  birds  are 
just  one  of  the  problems  faced  by  Venice,  whose 
landmarks  are  faced  with  the  dual  threats  of  being 
corroded  by  pollution  and  sinking  slowly  into  the 
sea.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Robert  Ed  Taylor 

CRISIS  COUNSELING 

ELECTS  TAYLOR  CHAIRMAN 

The  Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  chap¬ 
lain  and  associate  professor  of  religion 
at  Centenary  College,  has  been  elected 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Open  Ear, 
Inc.,  a  crisis  counseling  service. 

Open  Ear  was  organized  in  Shreve¬ 
port  three  years  ago,  with  Centenary 
College  providing  space  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  and  the  United  Methodiht  Church 
providing  some  funds  for  the  project. 
Thousands  of  calls  from  troubled 
young  people  have  been  answered  by 
trained  volunteers  in  the  program. 

As  chairman  of  the  board.  Rever¬ 
end  Taylor  will  oversee  all  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  non-profit,  tax-exempt 
organization. 

Another  Centenary  professor, 
Charles  E.  Vetter  is  executive  director 
of  Open  Ear  and  several  Centenary 
alumni,  including  Dr.  W.  Juan  Wat¬ 
kins,  president  of  the  Alumni  Associa¬ 
tion,  serve  on  the  board  of  the  organi¬ 
zation. 
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DENHAM  SPRINGS  YOUTH  held 
a  city-wide  Youth  Rally  this 
weekend,  August  3  and  4,  in  the 
Denham  Springs  Elementary  School 
lunch  room.  Co-sponsors  were  the 
First  Unli,ed  Methodist  and  First 
Baptist  Churches  of  Denham 
Springs,  and  the  Live  Oak  United 
Methodist  of  Watson.  Joey  Lobell 
is  chairman. 


HYMNALS  FOR  MEXICO 

As  a  part  of  the  Centennial  Cele¬ 
bration  of  Methodism  in  Mexico  in 
1973,  Methodist  Hymnals  are  being 
printed  in  the  Spanish  language.  Lay¬ 
men  in  Louisiana  and  other  states  have 
undertaken  a  project  on  behalf  of  our 
Mexican  brethern  south  of  the  Rio 
Grande  River. 

A  few  months  ago  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  visiting  some  rural  Methodist 
churches  in  Mexico.  Their  enthusiasm 
for  Christ  was  exhiliterating.  I  did 
note  that  these  churches  could  use 
some  help  in  many  projects.  I  talked 
to  Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz,  Bishop  of 
both  Methodist  Conferences  in  Mex¬ 
ico,  and  suggested  that  we  in  the 
United  States,  on  a  person  to  person 
basis,  might  enter  into  a  program  of 
helping  the  less  fortunate  (materially 
speaking)  churches  to  buy  some  of 
these  Spanish  hymnals.  We  agreed 
that  it  would  best  if  the  nationals 
would  share  in  the  cost  with  the  U.S. 
Americans.  Bishop  Ruiz  asked  all  of 
the  churches  to  indicate  if  they  would 
like  to  participate  in  this  promotion. 
He  received  many  requests  from  these 
churches,  indicating  that  they  would 
like  help  on  purchasing  anywhere  from 
three  to  sixty  hymnals.  The  total  re¬ 
quest  is  for  2500  hymnals.  Approxi¬ 
mately  $3,000  has  been  raised  already. 
The  goal  is  $7,500.  the  cost  of  the 
hymnals  is  $3,00  each. 

The  laymen  from  Texas  (or  any¬ 
where  else  for  that  matter)  are  asked 
to  join  us  in  Louisiana  in  this  proud 
act.  This  is  laymen  helping  laymen. 
You  may  honor  or  memorialize  or  just 
donate  these  hymnals.  Send  to  us  your 
desire. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  resident 
Bishop  of  our  Louisiana  Area,  has  en¬ 
dorsed  this  project  as  has  our  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity, 

We  are  asking  that  the  laity,  with 
the  encouragement  of  their  ministers, 
strongly  consider  this  act  of  sharing. 

Please  send  your  contributions, 
whether  it  be  for  one  or  a  hundred 
hymnals,  to  Hubert  Blanchard,  P.  O. 
Drawer  29,  Sulphur,  Louisiana  70663. 
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The  Rev.  George  Calvin,  pastor  of  Camphor  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  was  in 
Shreveport  recently  in  order  to  teach  in  the  Fourth 
Cooperative  Weekend  of  Christian  Mission  and  also 
in  the  School  of  Christian  Mission.  While  in  the 
city  of  Shreveport,  the  Rev.  A.  E,  Davis,  pastor  of 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  and  also  the  vice- 
president  of  the  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry 
took  Mr.  Calvin  on  a  tour  of  Metropolitan  Ministry, 
In  the  picture,  Calvin  (center)  and  Davis  (right)  are 
shown  talking  with  Maurice  Monroe,  Director  of  the 
Travis  Street  Inner  City  Recreation  Center. 


These  gifts  can  be  counted  as  “Ad¬ 
vance  Specials.”  The  Mexican  churches 
have  indicated  that  they  will  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  receipt  of  this  help.  You  will 
be  told  what  church  your  contribution 
will  go  to. 

Please  help  some  Methodist  church 
have  some  of  the  special  Centennial 
Celebration  Special  Edition  hymnals. 
Yours,  truly, 

Hubert  Blanchard 
Associate  Conference  Lay 
Leader  for  Life  and  Work 
P.  O.  Drawer  29 
Sulphur,  Louisiana  70663 
t 

MULTI-CHURCH 
LAY  WITNESS  MISSION 
PLANNED  FOR  MEXICO 

Tentative  plans  have  been  made  for 
a  multi-church  Lay  Witness  Mission  in 
Mexico.  The  date  is  October  19-21, 
1973.  Approximately  eleven  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  will  have  these  missions. 
They  will  be  held  primarily  in  the 
Mexico  City  and  Monterey  areas.  Be¬ 
tween  150-200  witnesses  will  come 
from  various  states  in  the  United 
States  and  also  different  localities  in 
Mexico. 

All  forms  of  transportation  will  be 
employed  by  the  witnesses  in  order  to 
arrive  there  on  Friday  afternoon,  Octo¬ 
ber  19.  As  is  customary  the  witnesses 
will  pay  for  their  transportation  and 
will  live  in  the  homes  of  the  members 
of  the  local  churches.  Most  meals  will 
be  served  by  “pot  luck”  in  the  local 
churches. 

While  bilingual  witnesses  are  espe¬ 
cially  asked  to  consider  going  on  this 
journey,  English-speaking-only  wit¬ 
nesses  are  also  invited.  The  love  of 
God  has  no  language  barrier.  Most  of 
the  witnesses  will  meet  at  Houston, 
Texas  and  will  fly  down  together  on 
Friday,  Oct.  19. 

Leaders  working  together  in  the 
planning  of  this  multi-church  Mission 


Hubert  Blanchard  at  Laity  Retreat. 
W,  C.  Patterson,  Shreveport,  looks  on. 

are  Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz,  Reisdent 
Bishop  of  the  two  Annual  Conferences 
in  Mexico;  Sr.  A.  Alvarez,  South  Mex¬ 
ico  Lay  Witness  Coordinator  and 
Evangelism  Chairman  for  Mexico; 
Jack  Archer,  Western  United  States 
Lay  Witness  Coordinator;  the  Rev. 
Roberto  Escamilla,  Evangelism  Direc¬ 
tor  for  Spanish  Ministries  with  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.;  John  Tubb,  a  well-known  Lay 
Witness  Coordinator  from  Pineville, 
La;  and  myself. 

Any  person  who  would  like  to  enter 
into  this  adventure  with  Christ  is  in¬ 
vited  to  fill  in  the  coupon  accompany¬ 
ing  this  article  and  mail  it  in  quickly 
as  plans  are  now  being  made. 

Young  people  from  14  years  and  up 
are  needed;  singles  and  couples  are 
encouraged  to  attend.  The  round  trip 
flight  fare  from  Houston  to  Mexico 
City  is  approximately  $110.00;  Mon¬ 
terey,  $78.00.  Plans  are  being  formu¬ 
lated  so  that  any  witnesses  who  desire 
to  stay  on  a  side-trip  for  tourist  pur¬ 
poses  may  do  so.  Details  for  all  plans 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  me. 

Hubert  Blanchard 

P.  O.  Box  462 

Sulphur,  La.  70663 


LAY  WITNESS  MISSION-MEXICO 


My  name  is 


Address : 


□  I  am  interested  in  going  as  a  witness. 

aJ"  _ years  old.  Male  cn  Female 

\ 

L-JI  can  pay  my  own  transportation 
QI  would  be  going  by  auto, 

LDI  would  be  going  by  plane, 

Q1  would  be  going  by  other  means  of  transportation 

QI  would  be  interested  in  staying  over  to  make  it  a  vacation  also. 
(At  my  own  expense) 

|_JI  have  attendedoLay  Witness  Missions  before.  Number  □ 
pi  have  coordinated*Lay  Witness  Missions 
jTUI  have  a  special  talent  to  offer,  which  is 
I  I My  local  church  is 


Mail  to;  Hubert  Blanchard 
P.O.  Box  462 

Sulphur,  Louisiana  70663 
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Msgr.  Labbe,  at  right,  delivered  the  morning  message 
at  Centenary  United  Methodist  Church  in  Rayne, 
July  8.  Msgr.  Labbe  has  served  os  pastor  of  the 
St.  Joseph’s  Parish  for  the  past  ten  years.  His 
sermon  topic  was  “We  Are  All  Children  of  God.’’ 
The  Rev.  George  McVay  is  pastor  of  Centenary 
Church. 

NEWS  and  NOTES 

A  RECEPTION  in  Noel  Memorial 
Church,  Shreveport,  Aug.  12,  will 
honor  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David 
Peabody.  David  has  been  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  at  Noel  since  Septem¬ 
ber,  1971,  and  plans  to  enter 
Southern  Methodist  University  in 
September  to  work  toward  a  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Philosophy  degree  in  re¬ 
ligion. 


Senator  Jesse  Knowles  is  shown  with  Jeanie  Bow- 
don,  youth  worker, and  the  birthday  welcome  he  was 
given  by  youth  of  Wesley  Church  in  Sulphur.  Senator 
Knowles  was  the  speaker  July  23  at  the  first  night 
of  Youth  Activities  Week.  He  spoke  concerning  his 
varied  experiences  during  the  Death  March  at  Bataan 
in  World  War  11,  through  his  current  term  in  the 
State  Senate,  testifying  to  his  awareness  of  the 
Lord’s  leading. 


JAMES  BOPP,  director  of  Dulac 
Community  Center  in  Dulac,  will 
be  guest  speaker  in  Napoleon  Ave¬ 
nue  Chutcb,  New  Orleans,  August 
12  at  the  church  school  hour,  9;  15. 
The  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade  is 
host  pastor.  A  luncheon  will  hon¬ 
or  Mr.  Bopp  and  a  group  of  young 
people  from  Jennings. 

THE  SENIOR  UMY  of  First 
Church,  Welsh,  made  a  trip  last 
week  to  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  to 
see  the  Passion  Play  and  many 
points  of  interest  in  the  area. 
Adults  accompanying  the  group 
were  Roll  and  Mcfcown,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilbur  McCown  and  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Ira  M.  Robinson.  The 
Rev.  Eskel  Tatum,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Jennings,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  Welsh. 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  teachers  and 
officers  were  honored  at  Denham 
Springs  at  an  ice  cream  and  cake 
supper,  Aug.  4.  Guest  speaker  for 
the  evening  was  the  Rev.  Bill 
McCutcheon  of  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
district  coordinator  of  adult  work. 
The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Work  Area  on  Education  with  Mrs. 
Nancy  Bonnet  in  charge.  The 
Rev.  Carey  Martin  is  pastor. 


The  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  new  district  superintendent  for 
Baton  Rouge  Area  United  Methodists,  was  honored  by  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  at  a  reception  on  Sunday, 
July  15.  He  is  shown  at  left  with  his  wife  Doris,  Mable  McGuire 
and  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  former  district  superintendent.  A  native 
of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Crichlow  was  formerly  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  that  city.  He  and  his  wife  Doris  have  two 
children,  Robert,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Jennings,  and  Carol,  living  at  home. 

t 


THE  CHURCH  SOFTBALL  League 
of  Ruston  declared  the  Trinity 
Girls’  team  as  winner.  Coaches 
are  Wendy  Ahrenhold,  Charlie 
Colvin  and  Larry  Garner.  The 
girls’  team  from  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  won  second  place 
after  defeating  Emmanual  Baptist 
Church  in  the  play-off. 

A  PAINTING  of  the  Live  Oak 
United  Methodist  Church  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  congregation  on 
Sunday,  Aug.  4.  The  painting 
was  done  by  Mrs.  J.  J.  Longacre 
of  Baton  Rouge.  The  Longacre 
family  has  a  farm  near  Watson 
where  they  spend  the  summers 
and  weekends,  and  they  frequently 
worship  at  the  Live  Oak  Church 
where  the  present  pastor  is  the 
Rev.  Charles  Strong. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Boa^  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Aug.  13 — Sunday  Ex.  15:1-19 

Aug.  13  .  Isaiah  40:38-31 

Aug.  14  .  Psalm  38:1-9 

Aug.  15  .  3  Cor.  13:1-10 

Aug.  16  .  Eph.  3:4-10 

Aug.  17  .  3  Cor.  8:9,  9:8 

James  4:6 

Aug.  18  .  1  Peter  5:6-11 

Aug.  Sunday  .  Psalm  37:1-7 


DR.  JOHN  ALLEN,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  the  speak¬ 
er  at  the  Church  School  Workers 
dinner  in  Noel  Memorial  Church, 
Wednesday,  Aug.  8. 


VACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOL 
was  held  at  Houma  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church  July  16-20,  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m.  On  Friday, 
July  20,  at  7:00  p.m.,  the  closing 
night  program  was  held  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  ice  cream  social. 
Total  attendance  for  the  week 
was  182.  The  Rev.  Joe  L.  Roun¬ 
tree,  Jr,,  was  pastor. 

THE  YOUTH  GROUP  at  First 
Church,  Natchitoches,  is  raising 
money  to  build  a  small  prayer 
chapel.  The  first  project  was  a 
Rocking  Chair  Marathon  in  July. 
Kids  got  pledges  per  hour  from 
members  of  the  church.  Most 
rockers  rocked  at  least  10  hours, 
and  the  group  raised  almost  $400. 
The  Rev.  Henry  Blount  is  their 
pastor. 

“LIVING  WATER’’,  the  youth 
choir  in  Horseshoe  Drive  Church, 
Alexandria,  presented  the  musical 
“Come  Together’’  in  Horseshoe 
Drive  Church,  Aug.  5.  Mary  Hutton 
directs  the  group.  Karen  Smith 
serves  as  president,  Jean  Rhodes 
as  secretary,  and  Rhonda  McNeal 
as  librarian.  Following  the  pre¬ 
sentation  in  their  home  church, 
the  group  made  a  four-day  road 
trip,  presenting  the  program  in 
Franklinton,  Ponchatoula,  Lake 
Arthur,  and  Henning  Memorial  in 
Sulphur.  The  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart 
is  the  Horseshoe  Drive  pastor. 


The  Mission  Tour  group  is  shown  in  the  chapel  at  the  Lafon  Protestant 
Home  in  New  Orleans. 


FIBERGLASS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 
•  CROSSES 

•  LIGHTED  SIGNS 

Write  for  tree 
_  color  brochure. 


Sp,edaltieA. 


A/C  214  657-6524  Box  931  Henderson,  Texas  75652 


CHRISTIAN  ADVENTURE  Week 
in  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  be  held  Aug.  12-16. 
Spe5<ers  include  Danny  Price, 
Junior  UMY  worker;  Larry  Stewart, 
missionary  to  Ghana;  Evans  Byrd, 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes; 
and  Susan  Hays,  summer  youth 
worker.  Activities  include  swim¬ 
ming,  crafts,  homemade  ice  cream, 
guitars,  singing,  and  a  hayride. 


FOURTH  MISSION  TOUR 
VISITS  INSTITUTIONS 
IN  NEW  ORLEANS 

The  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen,  pastor  of 
the  Carrollton  Avenue  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  was  host 
to  a  large  number  of  visitors  who 
toured  the  United  Methodist  institu¬ 
tions  in  that  area  July  24.  The  Rev, 
Howard  L.  Milo  of  the  Conference 


Office  handled  the  arrangements  and 
planning  for  the  tour. 

Institutions  visited  included  the  La¬ 
fon  Protestant  Home,  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Metropolitan  Ministry,  People’s 
Community  Center,  St.  Mark’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  the  Spanish  Ministry, 
and  the  Community  Service  Center. 
The  programs,  goals  and  the  work  of 
these  institutions  were  explained  and 
displayed. 
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Dr.  William  London,  Director 

Some  of  the  present  needs  of  the  center  are  building  re¬ 
pairs,  playground  facilities,  equipment,  furniture  and  salary  increases . 
Specific  needs  in  each  of  these  areas  are: 

Building  repairs  -  interior  painting,  resurfaced  chalkboards, 
friezes  and  improved  toilet  facilities. 

Playground  facilities  -  gym  set,  resurfaced  yard,  fence,  tractor 
tires,  balance  boards,  carpentry  tools  and  a  sandbox. 

Pre-school  -  educationally  approved  storybooks  and  toys,  wood 
building  blocks,  wooden  toys  and  wooden  in -lay  puzzles,  tri¬ 
cycles,  playhouse  equipment,  records,  phonographs,  coat  rack, 
alphabet  board,  beads  for  stringing,  stacking  rings  and  peg- 
boards  and  pegs . 

Kindergarten  -  in  addition  to  the  same  needs  as  the  pre-school 
the  kindergarten  needs  crayons,  cubby  holes,  newsprint,  dupli¬ 
cating  machine  and  materials,  readiness  materials,  rhythm 
instruments,  carpet  squares,  bookshelves,  nursery  size  sink, 
water  coolers,  clay,  scissors,  colored  paper,  easels  and  paint. 

Junior  program  -  arts  and  craft  supplies,  equipment  for  ball 
games  such  as:  volley,  basket  and  softball,  and  individualized 
or  small  group  games . 

Senior  program  -  games  such  as:  checkers,  pokeno  and  bingo, 
arts  and  craft  materials,  as  well  as  sewing  equipment  and 
supplies . 

Furniture  -  teacher  desks,  tables  and  chairs  that  are  the  cor¬ 
rect  height  for  each  age  level . 

Salary  increases  -  a  must  for  all  workers  in  order  to  com  - 
pete  with  similiar  agencies  and  to  attract  more  interested, 
professional  and  experienced  personnel . 

Related  article  on  page  1 
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7^e  SuK<t€Uf  ScAmI 

by  Dr.  James  Workman 


LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  19; 
The  Undisciplined  Person 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Proverbs  23:  19. 
21;  29-35;  1  Corinthians  10:  6-13;  31;  Gala¬ 
tians  5:13-24. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Therefore  let  any  one 
who  thinks  that  be  stands  take  heed  lest  he 
fall.  1  Corinthians  10:12. 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  understand  the  holi¬ 
ness,  truth,  beauty,  love  and  purpose  of  God 
that  will  quicken  our  conscience,  mind,  imag¬ 
ination,  heart  and  will  to  live  soberly  and  over¬ 
come  temptation  to  use  beverage  alcohol  and 
narcotics. 


*  *  * 


To  deal  redemptively  with  the  undisciplined 
person  is  the  unit  theme  for  the  last  two  Sundays 
in  August,  with  today’s  topic,  “The  Undisciplined 
Person.”  Next  Sunday’s  lesson  topic  is  “Redemptive 
Love  in  Action”. 

The  picture  in  our  Adult  Bible  Study  Series  and 
our  adult  leader  is  a  leisurely  clothed  person,  hold¬ 
ing  a  glass,  and  a  bottle  beside  the  chair.  The  legend 
above  this  contribution  by  Richard  T.  Lee  quotes 
“  .  .  .  the  crisis  of  faith  .  .  .  contributes  to  .  ,  .  the 
failure  to  achieve  self-disciplined  living.”  This  chal¬ 
lenges  the  church  to  give  supreme  interest  in  the 
kind  of  ministry  that  will  help  people  discipline 
themselves  in  motive  for  living  and  goals  for  daily 
life. 

*  *  * 

WISDOM  REQUIRES  DISCIPLINE 

Our  daily  life  is  shocked  with  the  ravages  of 
life  and  death  on  our  highways  in  accidental  deaths 
by  drunk  drivers.  Our  Bible  Studies’  concern  quotes 
an  advertisement  by  the  Mobil  Oil  Corporation,  pic¬ 
turing  a  monument  with  a  demolished  car  on  top, 
and  the  epitaph,  “In  memory  of  the  1,700,000 
Americans  who  died  for  nothing.”  This  statistic  cov¬ 
ers  the  years  1900-1968  for  automobile  deaths  in 
the  United  States.  The  next  four  years  added  an¬ 
other  150,000  to  200,000  deaths.  The  National 
Foundation  for  Highway  Safety  reported  that  dur¬ 
ing  43  days  in  1969,  February  1  to  March  15 
“.  .  .  the  drinking  drivers  of  our  nation,  killed  twice 
as  many  citizens  as  all  American  soldiers  killed  in 
the  Vietnam  fighting  in  all  of  1968,  and  injured  22 
times  more  citizens  than  were  injured  in  the  Viet¬ 
nam  fighting  during  1968.  During  the  ten  years  of 
the  Vietnam  war  over  five  times  as  many  American 
citizens  have  been  killed  by  drinking  drivers  than 
have  been  killed  by  the  Viet-Cong  in  the  Vietnam 
war.”  Our  civilian  casualties  of  25,000  each  year 
in  auto  accidents  by  drunken  drivers  adds  in  thi- 
astounding  tragedy.  “If  you  drink,  don’t  drive”  is 
one  text  for  disciplined  drivers. 

The  Old  Testament  scripture  from  Proverbs 
gives  the  practical  experience  of  the  wise  man  in 
the  background  scripture.  This  wisdom  literature  is 
the  record  of  practical  common  sense  accumulated 
in  the  day  to  day  experiences  of  living.  A  modern 
type  of  such  common  sense  conclusion  is  in  the 
statement,  “get  the  drunk  driver  off  the  highway.” 

The  disciples  of  daily  life  are  needed  today  as 
they  were  in  the  more  than  three  thousand  years 
before  Christ,  when  the  wise  men  made  terse  and 
pithy  statements,  gleaned  from  the  practical  necessi¬ 
ties  of  daily  living. 


BISHOP  LORD’S  CONCERN 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord,  resident  Bishop  of 
our  church  in  the  Washington,  D.  C.  Area,  says, 
“Many  good  people,  in  and  out  of  the  church,  are 
silent  on  the  issue  of  the  perils  of  drinking  and 
driving  because  they  are  party  to  both.  Drinking 
and  driving  do  not  mix.  Safer  driving  on  our  high¬ 
ways  will  come  when  we  possess  the  moral  char¬ 
acter  to  apply  what  we  so  easily  applaud.  The  great¬ 
est  pollution  in  our  nation  and  the  most  dangerous, 
resides  in  those  who  think  that  they  can  mix  a  base 
and  pure  substance  and  live.  If  you  drink,  don’t 
drive.”  “The  Kentucky  Issue,”  which  records  this 
and  other  pertinent  materials  in  our  Adult  Bible 
Studies  for  today,  continues,  “One-third  of  all  sui¬ 
cides  and  one  half  of  all  homicides  are  alcohol-re¬ 
lated.” 

*  *  * 

TEMPERANCE  AND  SOBRIETY  IN  THE 
HEBREW  WISE  MAN’S  WORDS 

The  largest  quotation  of  background  scripture 
for  today’s  lesson  is  from  Proverbs,  chapter  23.  The 
wise  man  tells  his  words  to  “my  son”  ,  meaning 
any  one  who  will  hear  and  listen.  To  be  wise,  and 
to  be  guided  by  good  “common”  sense,  his  son 
should  never  stop  to  sit  down  with  persons  who 
drink  and  are  tipsy  with  wine,  and  who  eat  too 
much  — 1  gluttons.  Wine  and  bread  are  now,  as 
then,  the  staple  diet  of  much  of  the  world.  Too  much 
of  either  violates  the  temperate  quality  of  nutrition 
required  for  good  health. 

Some  persons  cannot  take  any  intoxicating  bev¬ 
erage  without  going  to  excess.  For  such  their  capac¬ 
ity  for  voracious  and  rapacious  drinking  is  cautioned 
in  the  statement;  “First  the  man  takes  a  drink,  then 
the  drink  takes  a  drink,  and  then  the  drink  takes 
the  man.”  The  wise  man’s  word  for  the  destination 
of  wine  drinking  is  “poverty.”  Drunkards  and  glut¬ 
tons  spend  their  wealth  for  such  that  they  have  none 
left  for  nutrition  and  the  other  necessities  of  life. 
Their  “revelling”  leaves  them  without  enough 
clothes  to  cover  and  protect  them.  From  riches  to 
rags  is  the  reverse  destiny  of  the  sober  man  be¬ 
ginning  in  poverty  and  going  “from  rags  to  riches”. 

*  * 

TRAGIC  RESULTS  OF  EXCESSIVE 
INDULGENCE 

The  larger  quotation  from  Proverbs  recites  the 
results  of  excessive  drinking.  The  drinker  “shrieks,” 
in  sounds  irrational.  He  ‘“groans”  in  his  pains  and 
distress  of  body,  mind  and  soul.  He  is  irritable  and 
“quarrels”  with  any  and  everyone  in  his  way.  He 
“grumbles”  in  his  discontent  with  things  as  he  sees 
them.  He  sustains  many  wounds  and  bruises  in  fall¬ 
ing,  fighting,  and  self  punishment.  His  bloodshot 
eyes  make  him  feel  distress  and  are  an  offense  to 
those  who  see  him.  The  picture  of  the  person  hold¬ 
ing  the  glass  and  sitting  in  the  chair  with  the  bottle 
beside  him  on  the  floor,  shows  the  lingering  drinker 
suffering  from  “relish”  of  mixed  drinks. 

Ihe  wise  man  contrasts  the  pleasant  prospect 
and  the  painful  product  of  drinking  intoxicating 
liquor.  The  attractiveness  of  the  appearance  of  red 
wine  should  not  even  be  looked  at,  the  wise  man 
says.  It  should  not  be  tasted  in  its  “glide  down 
smoothly,”  in  swallowing.  The  beauty  and  smooth¬ 
ness  at  first  are  delusion  to  contrast  with  the  re¬ 
sulting  “bite  like  any  snake  and  the  sting  like  an 
adder.”  In  extreme  intoxication  the  fears  of  the 
snakes  being  seen,  and  the  terrible  pains  of  the  “de¬ 
lirium  tremens”  bring  unbearable  distress  of  body, 
mind  and  soul  and  to  those  who  have  to  attend  to 
their  distresses. 

The  wise  man  refers  to  the  irrational  things  that 
the  drunkard  imagines,  and  the  uncontrolled  lan¬ 


guage  that  is  “queer.”  The  torpor  of  the  drunk^d 
is  like  sleep  in  a  boat  at  sea:  sleeping  in  the  “midst 
of  a  storm”. 

Dulled  sensitivity  of  nerves  makes  the  drunkard 
boast  that  “I  was  hit,  not  hurt;  I  was  beaten,  but 
I  feel  nothing!”  Dr.  Moffatt  translates  the  final  verse 
in  the  lesson  text  quotation,  “When  ever  will  morn¬ 
ing  come,  till  I  can  get  drunk  again?”  What  a  timely 
place  for  the  truth  of  the  Apostle  Paul  in  the  mem¬ 
ory  selection.  “Therefore  let  any  one  who  thinks 
that  he  stands  take  heed  lest  he  fall.” 

*  *  * 

HOME  BIBLE  STUDY  GIVES  DISCIPLINES 

In  addition  to  the  background  scriptures  for  this 
lesson  there  are  other  passages  which  are  resource¬ 
ful  for  guidance  in  dealing  with  undisciplined  sin¬ 
ners  in  yielding  to  temptations  of  indulgences  of 
food,  drink  and  pills  jmd  narcotic  poisons  of  many 
and  various  intensities.  Strength  in  temptation  is 
given  in  the  entire  10th  chapter  of  First  Corinthi¬ 
ans.  Psalm  1  gives  the  discipline  of  the  study  of  the 
law  of  God  and  compares  the  disciplined  blessed 
man  with  the  undisciplined  unrighteous  man.  Isaiah 
5:11-16  shows  “WhSn  a  Society  Decays.’”  Matthew 
5:13-20  gives  the  responsibilities  of  disciples;  and 
Philippians  4:4-13  shows  the  power  of  Christ’s  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  life  of  the  believer  to  cling  to  what  is 
good. 

*  *  * 

CHRISTIAN  DISCIPLINES  FOR  THE 
UNDISCIPLINED 

Symptoms  of  the  undisciplined  life  are  in  con¬ 
scious  wrong,  divided  personality,  unhappiness  and 
weakness,  contrasted  with  the  disciplined  life  of 
conscious  right  integrated  and  united  self,  happi¬ 
ness  and  strength.  In  all  of  the  temptations  for  lusts 
of  the  flesh  and  the  pride  of  life,  God  has  provided 
a  way  of  escape,  so  that  one  may  not  follow  or  be 
led  by  them.  The  memory  selection  lifts  up  this 
truth. 

Bishop  Tullis  concludes  his  lesson  with  $ome  ob¬ 
servations  on  the  “Disciplined  Way.”  John  Wesley 
and  his  mother  Susanna  set  the  pattern,  which  spir¬ 
itual  legacy  is  still  in  good  stead.  The  name  “Meth¬ 
odist”  was  given  a  little  group  of  Oxford  students 
including  John  and  Charles  Wesley,  because  of  “the 
exact  regularity  of  their  lives  as  well  as  their 
studies.”  Their  strict  discipline  of  body,  mind  and 
spirit  was  a  part  of  the  Wesleyan  heritage.  Some  of 
the  disciplines  that  have  enriched  our  Christian  her¬ 
itage  are  as  follows.  Study  of  the  Bible  is  a  funda¬ 
mental  discipline.  Church  attendance  and  participa¬ 
tion  is  a  fundamental  means  of  grace.  Man  is  a 
steward  of  his  possessions,  to  earn,  save,  spend  and 
give  in  Christian  neighborliness.  Life  is  to  be  dedi¬ 
cated  to  social  concerns  and  causes.^  The  conscious 
living  in  the  presence  of  God  brings  renewal  of 
spiritual  power.  Finally,  the  discipline  of  national 
unselfishness  in  the  face  of  world  problems  and 
conflicts.  In  the  history  of  the  Christian  church  are 
the  leaders  who  have  lived  disciplined  ministries 
of  personal  dedication  and  community  relatedness. 

*  *  * 

The  “J.C.’s  are  dedicating  themselves  to  dealing 
with  the  alcohol  problem  among  their  age  group. 
Government  and  church  groups  are  studying  and 
acting  to  deal  with  the  alcohol  problem  as  the  num¬ 
ber  one  addiction  in  modem  life.  It  is  rated  of  more 
serious  importance  that  the  narcotics  crisis,  great  as 
that  is.  I  have  before  me  a  list  of  the  eight  drugs 
most  commonly  abused  today.  Let  us  dedicate  our 
lives  to  sober  and  holy  living  each  day.  Next  week 
we  study  “Redemptive  Love  in  Action.” 
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From  Our  Readers 


UPPER  VOLTA  -  Chiefs  and  leaders  organize  local  distribution 
of  foodstuffs  following  the  arrival  of  relief  supplies  in  the  form  of 
sorghum  in  the  village  in  Upper  Volta,  one  of  six  West  African 
nations  suffering  from  a  five-year  drought.  The  food,  donated  by 
the  U.S.,  is  being  distributed  by  the  U.N.  Food  and  Agricultural 
Organization’s  World  Food  Program.  (RNS  Photo) 

United  Methodists  to  raise 
money  for  famine  relief 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  will 
attempt  to  raise  $50,000  for  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  West  Africa,  where  at  least  a 
million  people  face  starvation. 

Piaqued  by  five  successive  years  of 
drought,  six  countries  in  West  Africa 
—  Mali,  Mauritania,  Niger,  Senegal, 
Upper  Volta  and  Chad  —  are  report¬ 
edly  faced  with  famine  and  near  ex¬ 
tinction  of  the  herds  which  are  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  nomad  population. 

Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines-,  associate  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  chief 
executive  of  the  Committee  on  Relief, 
said  the  request  for  $50,000  has  come 
from  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 


The  Wee  is  spearheading  a  worldwide 
effort  to  mobilize  religious  groups  be¬ 
hind  famine  relief  programs. 

The  United  Methodist  Tuhds  will  be 
largely  used  for  vaccine  and  other 
medical  supplies  to  support  medical 
units  already  sent  to  Niger  by  the 
wee,  Dr.  Haines  said.  Total  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  6  African  countries  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  22  million. 

Reports  from  the  area  indicate  that 
millions  of  cattle  have  already  periS'h- 
ed,  and  an  estimated  one-third  of  the 
area’s  total  population  has  been  weak¬ 
ened  by  malnutrition.  Such  diseases  as 
measles,  beriberi  and  cholera  of  epi¬ 
demic  proportions  are  said  to  be  shat¬ 
tering  the  already  weakened  popula¬ 
tion. 


ACTION  ON  AFRICA 

Dear  Sir; 

I  was  very  much  disturbed  over  your 
editorial  in  last  week’s  METHODIST 
entitled  “Ten  Weeks  to  Wait.”  This 
article  and  others  I  have  read  about 
the  hunger  in  India  tells  us  that  many 
millions  of  people  will  soon  die  IF 
something  isn’t  done. 

What  can  the  church  here  do?  You 
used  some  “harsh  words”  (you  said) 
about  the  apathy  of  the  church,  but 
you  did  not  say  what  action  the  church 
(or  individuals)  could  take. 

Many  of  these  people  are  in  inac¬ 
cessible  sections  and  there  are  such 
great  numbers  that  it  seems  any  thing 
we  could  do  would  only  be  a  “drop  in 
the  bucket.” 

Please  write  something  definite  that 
you  would  suggest  could  be  done.  1 
agree  that  we  need  to  become  more 
aware  of  the  problems,  as  a  beginning, 
but  what  can  be  done  after  that? 

Thank  you  for  the  fine  paper.  I 
look  forward  to  getting  it  each  week. 
Very  sincerely, 

Mrs.  C.  O.  Wofford 
Weiner,  Arkansas 

(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Attention  is  called 
to  the  article  on  this  page  reporting  on  ■ 
how  special  offerings  will  aid  these 
African  nations.) 

t 

Dear  Sir: 

...  I  was  especially  moved  by  (the 
editorial)  “Ten  Weeks  to  Wait;”  so 
much  so  that  we  received  an  offering 
here  Sunday  for  U.M.C.O.R.  (United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Overseas 
Relief)  relief  in  the  area,  $200.00 
worth.  Plan  to  do  it  for  ten  weeks  to 
make  every  penny  count! 

Sincerely, 

Dan  Evans 
Trenton,  Missouri 

(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Rev.  Dan  Evans 
is  pastor  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Trenton.  He  is  a  former  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  and 
a  native  of  Berryville,  Arkansas.) 

■  t 


UN  Petitioned  To  Intervene  To 
Aid  Bishop  Muzorewa 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  —  The  United 
Nations  has  received  a  petition  asking 
it  to  intervene  for  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of  Rho¬ 
desia  so  that  he  can  travel  abroad  to 
receive  needed  medical  treatment,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  Religious  News  Service 
dispatch. 

Written  by  Michael  A.  Mawema,  or¬ 
ganizing  secretary  of  the  African  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Rhodesia,  a  unit 
headed  by  the  bishop,  the  petition  ac¬ 
cuses  the  Ian  Smith  government  of  tak¬ 
ing  “vengeance”  on  the  African  Na¬ 
tional  Council  and  Bishop  Muzorewa 
because  of  the  setbacks  resulting  from 
black  rejection  of  a  proposed  diplo¬ 
matic  settlement  between  the  Smith 
regime  and  Great  Britain  in  early 
1972.  The  petition  was  released  by  the 
UN  General  Assembly  in  an  unusual 
action  to  call  the  situation  of  Bishop 
Muzorewa  and  black  Rhodesians  to 
the  attention  of  UN  member  states. 


ROAST  RIB 

Dear  Sir: 

Deplorable!  Poor  theology.  A  ven¬ 
detta  to  last  week’s  letter???  ‘Twas  set 
up  well  to  do  something  worthwhile, 
but  the  allusion  to  God’s  “thinking 
over”  any  of  his  creatures  is  really  in 
need  of  serious  theologizing. 

Elaine  Smith 

Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Dallas,  Texas 

Dear  Sir; 

I  find  it  most  appropriate  that  your 
“Come  one  of  these  days”  (issue  of 
July  26)  was  placed  under  the  heading 
"Off  the  top  of  the  Head”;  for  surely 
if  you  had  stopped  to  think  at  all,  you 
would  have  realized  that  the  attempt 
at  humor  was  about  as  tasteful  as  any 
other  joke  about  niggers,  spies,  chinks, 
etc.  I  am  a  woman  and  was  so  offend¬ 
ed.  But,  more  importantly,  I  find  it 
frustrating,  disappointing  and  just  plain 
hard  to  understand  how  any  minister 
of  the 'Gospel  can  so  carelessly  imply 
that  the  Creator  can  regret  having 
made  even  one  of  us  creatures. 

Kathy  Fadick 

Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Dallas,  Texas 

(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Attempts  at  satire 
can  be  destructive  indeed,  and  persons 
can  be  unintentionally  hurt  by  them.  I 
regret  that  any  reader  was  offended.  I 
also  believe  that  our  fellowship  must  be 
open  for  the  kind  of  light-hearted  treat¬ 
ment  of  serious  issues  which  enables  us 
to  look  at  ourselves  and  see  how  foolish 
we  often  are.  For  example:  can  we  really 
believe  that  God  could  think  twice,  over 
the  matter  of  his  equal  regard  for  the 
sexes?  It  is  so  out  of  the  question  and 
this  was  the  point  of  the  satire  that 
any  male  chauvanis t  pig  attitudes  cannot 
possibly  stand  before  God.  The  danger 
of  satire  is  that  the  reader  may  not  read 
in  the.  same  “gear”  in  which  the  author 
writes,  and  the  two  of  you,  above,  have 
served  me  well  with  these  reminders  that 
the  freedom  to  deal  satirically  with 
serious  matters  mus  t  never  be  insensitive 
to  the  feelings  of  others.) 

Dear  John  (no  pun  intended), 

I  thoroughly  approved  of  and  ap¬ 
preciated  your  "L-ditor’s  Pulpit”  this 
week.  Straight  to  the  point,  meaning¬ 
ful,  but  without  pomposity  and  bal¬ 
anced  with  just  the  right  amount  of 
humor.  Oh,  my  aching  rib. 

Harry  E.  Ezell 
Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Ruston,  Louisiana 
t 

‘God-Talk’  Without  Performance 
Called  ‘Cheap’ 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMI)— God- 
talk  in  the  government  or  in  the 
church  is  cheap  unless  backed  up  by 
performance,  Bighop  James  Arm¬ 
strong,  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  told  300  New 
Life  Missioners. 

Proclamation  of  the  Gospel  coupled 
with  ministry  in  the  world  was  the  re¬ 
curring  theme  of  the  meeting  sponsored 
by  the  Department  of  Preaching  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  Division  of  Evangelism,  Wor¬ 
ship,  and  Stewardship.  Referring  to  the 
Watergate  affair  which  he  called  a  “na¬ 
tional  tragedy,”  Bishop  Armstrong  said 
few  if  any  administrations  in  recent 
years  have  been  more  self-consciously 
religious. 


PROTESTANT  JOURNALS 
CONSIDER  COURT’S 
OBSCENITY  RULING 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Methodist, 
Lutheran  and  Southern  Baptist  reac¬ 
tions  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court’s  re¬ 
cent  pornography  rulings  have  exam¬ 
ined  the  need  to  balance  free  expres¬ 
sion  with  protection  against  offensive 
material. 

An  editorial  in  the  July  12  issue  of 
the  Michigan  Christian  Advocate,  the 
newsmagazine  of  Michigan  United 
Methodists,  contends  that  “freedom  of 
the  press  should  not  mean  freedom  to 
pollute  the  moral  climate  of  the  nation 
any  more  than  freedom  of  the  air 
should  mean  that  factories  belching 
sulfhur  fumes  should  be  permitted  to 
poison  the  atmosphere.” 

Editor  John  E.  Marvin  declares: 
“Nobody  cherishes  the  Constitutional 
guarantees  of  a  free  press  more  than 
this  writer  but  the  time  had  come 
when  the  abuse  of  that  freedom  had 
to  be  checked.  For  that  reason  we  hail 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  giving  individual 
states  the  right  to  apply  local  standards 
in  controlling  obscenity  and  pornogra¬ 
phy.” 

Focus  on  Public  Affairs,  a  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
USA,  says  in  its  July  15  issue  that  the 
rulings  have  raised  “the  ambiguity  of 
what  words  mean  and.  how  they  are  to 


be  applied  in  the  new  laws  and  their 
enforcement.  What  is  meant  by  a 
work’s  having  ‘serious’  value?  Who  is 
to  determine  what  is  or  what  is  not 
‘lewd’  or  ‘prurient.’?” 

Robert  E.  A.  Lee,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  LC/USA  Office  of  Com¬ 
munication  and  Interpretation,  declares 
that  “most  Christians,  however  liberal 
or  conservative  their  posture  toward 
the  First  Amendment,  not  only  would 
find  hard-core  pornography  offensive 
but  also  would  consider  its  production, 
distribution  and  use  as  wrong  or  sin¬ 
ful.” 

But,  he  adds  in  the  Focus  article, 
“Under  the  new  guidelines  the  cure  for 
pornography  could  be  worse  than  the 
disease.  An  underground  bootleg  op¬ 
eration  might  create  more  crime.  Ten¬ 
sion  may  develop  between  borderline 
cities  having  different  community 
standards.  Some  civil  libertarians  fear 
that  the  floodgates  are  now  open  for 
waves  of  repression  in  the  form  of 
censorship.” 

Dr.  Welton  Gaddy,  director  of 
Christian  citizenship  development  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life 
Commission,  comments,  “The  recent 
ruling  promises  much-needed  relief 
from  the  evil  plague  of  those  who  ped¬ 
dle  pornography  and  fosters  a  situa¬ 
tion  in  which  the  citizens  of  a  com¬ 
munity  can  have  a  voice  in  that  which 
affects  the  moral  climate  of  that  com¬ 
munity.  This  is  healthy.” 
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Bishops,  superintendents, 

to  be  subjects  of  study 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  An  ex¬ 
tensive  data-gathering  process  will  be 
launched  this  autumn  by  the  United 
Methodist  commission  conducting  a 
four-year  study  of  the  church’s  bishops 
and  district  superintendents. 

The  Rev.  Merlyn  W..  Northfelt, 
Evanston,  chairman  of  the  30-member 
commission  established  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  said  that  both 
random  sampling  questionnaires  and 
visits  with  all  45  active  bishops  in  their 
areas  wiU  be  included.  Final  plans  for 
the  procedure  were  approved  by  the 
commission’s  executive  committee  at 
a  July  11  session. 

The  questionnaires  will  go  in  Sept¬ 
ember,  after  pre-testing,  to  some  8,000 
lay  persons  and  ministers  chosen  at 
random  across  the  denomination.  In¬ 
cluded  will  be  2,000  annual  confer¬ 
ence  lay  members;  2,000  local  church 
Pastor-Parish  Committee  chairmen; 
Council  on  Ministries  chairmen;  all 
annual  conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  chairmen,  or  if 
that  person  is  a  minister,  then  to  a 
selected  lay  person  on  the  council; 
2,500  ministers,  including  special  ap¬ 
pointments;  and  all  the  approximately 
550  district  superintendents. 

Dr.  Northfelt  said  that  question¬ 
naires  will  include  not  only  queries  in¬ 
volving  selection  and  tenure  of  bishops 
and  district  superintendents,  but  also 
will  seek  opinions  as  to  what  kind  of 
society  the  church  will  face  in  the  next 

decade  or  so  and  what  this  says  in 
terms  of  leadership  necessary. 

Data  gathered  through  the  inter¬ 
views  with  bishops  and  the  question¬ 
naires  will  be  collated  and  preliminary 
reports  written  in  time  for  a  meeting  of 
the  study  commission  with  the  Council 
of  Bishops  at  the  latter’s  1974  spring 
meeting  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

The  study  grows  out  of  a  number  of 
petitions  submitted  to  the  1972  Gen¬ 


eral  Conference.  While  the  legislation 
calls  “for  the  study  of  the  offices  of 
Bishop  and  District  Superintendent 
with  particular  reference  to  the  method 
of  their  selection,  tenure,  assignment, 
(and)  function  .  .  .,”  the  commission 
said,  at  its  organizational  meeting  ear¬ 
lier  this  year,  that  in  order  to  deal 
with  these  concerns  adequately,  it  was 
“decided  to  dig  deeper  and  consider 
the  theological  context  and  implica¬ 
tions.” 

The  commission  also  said  at  its  or¬ 
ganizational  meeting  that  “we  ap¬ 
proach  our  study  with  the  understand¬ 
ing  that  these  offices  (bishop  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent)  are  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  unless  our  findings  compel  us 
to  consider  alternatives.” 

Under  present  church  law,  bishops 
are  elected  for  life  by  jurisdictional 
conferences  and  assigned  to  areas  for 
four-year  terms  with  a  maximum  of 
three  such  terms  in  any  one  area.  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  are.  appointed  an¬ 
nually  by  the  bishops  and  may  serve 
not  more  than  six  out  of  any  nine 
years  in  such  a  post. 

t 

Bishop  Is  Vacation  “Supply” 

KLAMATH  FALLS,  Ore.  (UMC) 
—  United  Methodists  here  had  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  “supply  pastor”  during  their 
regular  minister’s  vacation  this  sum¬ 
mer  —  their  own  Portland  Area 
Bishop,  Jack  M.  Tuell. 

Earlier  in  the  year,  Bishop  Tuell 
announced  that  he  would  welcome  an 
opportunity  to  preach  for  two  weeks 
this  summer  in  one  of  the  churches  in 
his  area  during  the  pastor’s  vacation 
and  carry  out  all  pastoral  duties  just 
so  he  could  keep  in  touch  with  parish 
life.  He  received  many  invitations  and 
the  cabinet  selected  First  Church  here 
where  he  spent  a  busy  time  doing  pas¬ 
toral  calling,  preaching,  conducting  a 
wedding,  a  baptism,  and  speaking  at 
civic  clubs. 


In  August,  the  World  Council  of  Churches  will  mark  a  quarter  century  of 
ecumenical  adventure.  Although  25th  anniversary  celebrations  will  be 
centered  in  Geneva,  site  of  the  Council’s  headquarters,  the  ecumenical 
organization  has  its  roots,  and  has  held  important  meetings,  in  other 
cities.  Three  meetings  which  played  a  role  in  the  formation  of  the  World 
Council  are  illustrated  in  this  panel. 

UPPER  LEFT  -  The  1910  World  Missionary  Conference,  held  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Scotland,  was  the  birthplace  of  the  modern  ecumenical  movement. 

LOWER  LEFT:  -  Asian  participants  at  the  1937  Second  World  Con¬ 
ference  on  Faith  and  Order,  also  held  in  Edinburgh. 

RIGHT  —  In  August  1948,  representatives  of  147  Proetstant  and  Orthodox 
Churches  convened  in  Amsterdam  for  the  World  Council’s  First  Assembly. 
Of  these,  135  denominations  from  44  countries  formed  the  initial  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Wee,  a  membership  which  in  25  years  has  swelled  to  263 
Churches.  (RNS  Photo) 


TV  violence  probed  in  report 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Violence  in 
television  dramas  has  a  bad  effect  on 
behavior  and  attitudes,  according  to  a 
report  released  here  by  the  broadcast 
st^f  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

A  dociunent  called  “Violence:  Sum¬ 
mary  of  Research”  was  prepared  as 
part  of  a  project  dealing  with  alter¬ 
natives  to  violent  responses,  said  Nel¬ 
son  Price,  assistant  executive  secretary 
for  broadcasting  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

Conclusions  (or  hypotheses)  on  the 
impact  of  TV  violence  were  gleaned 
from  extensive  conversations  with  eight 
experts  in  such  fields  as  psychiatry  and , 
commimications  research. 

Ben  Logan  conducted  the  interviews 
and  drafted  the  report.  He  found  con¬ 
siderable  consensus  that  persons  “tend 
to  imitate  the  behavior  and  attitude 
models  they  view  on  television.” 

The  rejwrt  says  that  conflict,  not 
violence,  is  what  provides  drapiatic 
suspense  and  it  is  possible  to  present 
programs  in  which  conflict  is  dealt  with 
in  non-violent  ways. 

“Conflict  between  persons  and 
groups  is  normal  in  our  culture,”  the 
document  asserts.  “It  is  unlikely  that 
we  can  significantly  lower  levels  of 
conflict.  It  is,  however,  possible  to 
modify  the  way  we  respond  to  con¬ 
flict.” 


Dr.  Carl  Soule  to 
lead  India  tour 

Another  Churchmen’s  Study  Tour  to 
India  is  planned  for  early  1974.  As 
was  the  1973  tour,  the  current  one  is 
to  be  led  by  Dr.  Carl  Soule,  a  staff 
member  of  the  former  Boards  of  World 
Peace  and  Christian  Social  Concerns 
for  over  27  years.  During  the  last  13 
years  he  has  been  the  U.N.  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  latter  Board,  now  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  Since  1945  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Soule  have  led  tours  to  Eng¬ 
land,  Mexico,  western  Europe  and 
eigth  times  to  eastern  Europe. 

Assisting  in  the  tour  in  India  will  be 
Bishop  A.M.  Shaw,  recently  retired 
bishop  of  the  Delhi  area. 

The  tour  is  open  to  churchmen  of 
all  denominations.  Present  plans  call 
for  departure  from  New  York  on  Janu¬ 
ary  21  and  return  to  that  city  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  15.  Of  interest  to  person  consid¬ 
ering  joining  the  tour  is  the  fact  that 
the  value  of  the  American  dollar  is 
not  declining  in  India. 

Persons  interested  are  invited  to 
write  for  detailed  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  tour  to  Dr.  Carl  Soule,  Box 
501,  Lady  Lake,  Flordia  32659. 
t 


INSURANCE  PLAN 
ATTRACTS  INQUIRIES 

ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (UMC)  —  A  new 
United  Methodist  insurance  program 
is  receiving  widespread  attention  in 
both  churches  and  the  industry,  and 
additional  types  of  coverage  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  available  later  in  the  year, 
representatives  of  the  denomination’s 
annual  conferences  were  told  here 
June  28. 

The  program  of  general  insurance 


The  report  contains  a  number  of 
“capsule  comments”  from  those  inter¬ 
viewed.  One  interviewee  said: 

“Television  teaches  that  violence  is 
a  good  way  to  deal  with  conflict.  In 
prime  TV  drama,  80  per  cent  of  the 
solutions  show  violence  as  a  workable 
and  acceptable  solution  to  conflict. . . 
TV  drama  tends  to  have  a  very  good 
guy  and  a  very  bad  guy  in  coitilict. 
This  excuses  violence.  It  is  okay  for 
the  good  guy  to  be  as  violent  as  neces¬ 
sary  to  get  rid  of  the  animalistic  bad 
guy.” 

t 

Support  up  for 
campus  ministries 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)— United 
Methodist  support  of  campus  ministries 
going  downhill?  Not  so,  says  Dr. 
Eugene  A.  Ransom,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  the  Section  of  Campus 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board.,^of  Higher  Education  and  Min-  ‘ 
istry. 

Financial  support  from  United 
Methodists  for  campus  ministry  na¬ 
tionwide  increased  eight  percent  be¬ 
tween  1970  and  1972,  according  to 
a  recent  statistical  analysis  released  by 
Dr.  Ransom’s  office. 

While  he  admits  the  increase  is  not 
dramatic,  he  said,  “It  is  significant  for 
a  two-year  period  and  it  also  refutes 
the  claim  of  many  who  say  support  for 
campus  ministry  is  diminishing.” 

The  statistical  survey  showed  1972 
support  at  $4,620,380  compared  with 
$4,277,526  in  1970.  It  also  revealed 
that  United  Methodist  campus  ministry 
is  becoming  more  and  more  ecumeni¬ 
cal.  In  1970  there  were  231  Wesley 
Foundations  supported  by  the  church. 
In  1972  there  were  184.  During  the 
same  period  Dr.  Ransom  said  the 
number  of  ecumenical  campus  min¬ 
istry  units  related  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  increased  from  212  to 
237. 

New  data  not  available  in  1970 
shows  that  in  1972  United  Methodists 
supported  77  part-time  campus  minis¬ 
try  units,  mostly  at  community  and 
small  colleges.  These  too  are  usually 
ecumenical  efforts  which  Dr.  Ransom 
says  have  been  developed  in  line  with 
1968  General  Conference  suggestions 
that  new  campus  ministries  be  estab¬ 
lished  cooperatively  with  other  denom¬ 
inations. 

Persons  wishing  a  detailed  copy  of 
the  1972  analysis  may  write  Dr.  Ran¬ 
som,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202. 

t 


and  workmen’s  compensation  available 
to  some  40,000  local  churches,  annual 
conferences,  church-related  institutions 
and  general  boards  and  agencies  was 
approved  by  the  United  Methodist 
Couneil  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  (CFA)  April  30.  Since  that  time, 
according  to  Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co., 
brokers  for  the  program,  some  2,500 
requests  for  quotations  on  coverage 
have  been  received  from  local  church¬ 
es,  and  telephone  calls  are  averaging 
40  per  day. 
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Youth  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport,  ore  greeted  by  parents  and  friends 
on  arrival  from  Abaco,  Bahamas  Mission  Trip.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor. 


The  Middle  and  Senior  High  Camping  Trip  for  the  United  Methodist  Youth 
of  First  Church  in  Natchitoches  was  held  July  20-22.  Members  traveled 
to  Lake  Greeson  in  Arkansas  for  skiing  and  swimming.  Left  to  right:  Joe 
Madden,  Roger  McCoy,  Sandy  Shaw,  Martha  Carroll,  Emily  Madden,  Allison 
Breazeale,  Cindy  Blount,  Gary  Beasley,  Lisa  Breazeale,  Mrs.  Archie 
Breazeale,  Dr.  Breazeale.  Not  pictured:  Juli  Breazeale,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Ray  McCoy,  and  Cindy  Poole. 


FUNDRAISING 

CATALOG 


Thirty-five  youth  and  counselors  of  the  First  Church  of  Denham 
Springs  are  shown  as  they  prepared  to  leave  to  participate  in  the 
"Jesus  Rally",  July  27-29,  sponsored  by  the  churches  of  Many, 
La.  They  presented  the  program  on  Saturday  night  in  the  football 
stadium  and  on  Sunday  morning  they  sang  and  gave  their  witnesses 
at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  where  the  Rev.  William 
Sirman  is  pastor.  The  Rev.  Carey  Martin  is  pastor  at  Denham 
Springs. 


ABOVE:  Eleven  boys  from  Boy’s  Village  attended  Junior  High  Camp 

No.  1,  Lake  Charles  District.  The  Rev.  Tom  Crosby  was  camp  director. 

BELOW:  Junior  High  Camp  No.  1,  Lake  Charles  District,  was  held  July 
9-13. 


BELOW  - 


The  UMY  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  in  New  Orleans  pre¬ 
sented  the  drama  "The  Crack  in  the  Wall”  on  Sun¬ 
day,  July  22.  This  was  a  part  of  a  youth  designed 
and  led  service  of  worship.  The  entire  cast  is  shown 
on  stage  in  the  last  act.  Over  150  youth  and  adults 
from  St.  Luke’s  and  neighboring  churches  attended. 
The  drama  was  directed  by  Wayne  Evans,  summer 
minister  to  youth. 


Address . 

City . State . Zip . 

COLLINGWOOD  FUND  RAISING  CO. 

44  WARREN  ST.  DEPT.  37F3 
PROVIDENCE,  R.l.  02901 


Name 


Raise  Funds  For 
Your  Church,  Scouting, 
Civic  Groups,  Clubs 

NO  RISK  NO  INVESTMENT 
Earn  50%  And  More  On 
Over  40  Easy  To  Manage 
Fund  Raising  Plans! 
GET  A  FREE  SAMPLE! 
Also  includes  complete 
fund  raising  plan  guide. 


METHODIST 

CHILDREN’S 

HOME 

CHILD  CARE  WORKERS 
NEEDED:  Stable  and  mature 

couples  and  individuals.  Posi¬ 
tions  open  for  both  man  and 
woman  as  CHILD  CARE  STAFF; 
transportation;  recreation.  Write 
to  P.  0.  Drawer  H,  Ruston,  La., 
71270  or  call  (318)  255-5020  for 
applications. 


Gary  Gray  and  Linda  Perkins  from 
First  Church,  Natchitoches,  are 
packed  and  ready  to  leave  for  Wilder¬ 
ness  Camp,  an  event  sponsored  by 
the  Conference. 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 


The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual.  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 

good  working  order. 

STOP  LIST 

GREAT 

8'  Open  piap  73  pipes 

2*  Fifteenth  some  notes 

8'  Trumpet  73  pipes 


CHOIR 
8'  Hohl  Flute 
8'  Dulciana 
8'  Clarinet 


(low  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 


SWELL 

8*  Geigen  Principal 

8*  Stopped  Flute 
8'  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8'  Voix  Celeste 
4*  Flute  Harm. 

2*  Flautinb 
8'  Vox  Humano 


(lower  12  pipes 
missing) 

73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
6  1  pipes 
73  pipes  (??) 
some  are  bad¬ 
ly  bent 


PEDAL 

16*  Major  Bass  32  pipes 

16*  Lieblich  Gedeckt  12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 

Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 


For  more  information  write  P.O.BOX  U89 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  255-5901 
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Methodist  Home  Visitor 

THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME 
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Prize  winners  in  the  Children’s  Home  Show  ore 
shown.  Reading  left  to  right,  tie  for  third;  Ricky 
Barnes  —  Rock  Painting,  Barbara  Owens  —  Foot 
Stool;  second  place:  Mary  Kramer  —  Macrame;  first 
place;  Mike  Humphries  -  Ecology  Box. 


LA.  CHILDREN’S  HOME 

ARTS  AND  CRAFTS  DISPLAY 

June  and  July  were  very  bus\ 
months.  Volunteer  teachers,  with  the 
planning  and  co-ordination  of  Mrs. 
Terrel  DeVille,  carried  out  a  full  scale 
Arts  and  Crafts  program.  Work  was 
done  in  ceramics,  decoupage,  plaster, 
leather  craft,  macrame,  ecology  boxes 
and  other  crafts.  The  work  was  judged 
and  ribbons  and  prizes  awarded.  On 
Saturday,  July  28,  an  open  house  was 
held  for  public  viewing. 

This  type  of  work  with  boys  and 
girls  is  of  great  worth  in  skill  and  in 
personality  development. 

t 


Loading  Busses  for  Trip  to  Padre  Island 


The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  the  grateful  re¬ 
cipient  of  13  boxes  of  books.  They  will  be  a  great 
help  in  building  a  library  of  our  own.  The  Rev. 
Cleburne  W.  Quaid,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Homer,  >^(as  instrumental  in  arranging  this 
gift  from  the  Claiborne  Parish  Library.  Our  thanks 
to  the  library,  and  to  our  friend,  Cleburne  Quaid. 


School  Costs  —  Up! 

School  supplies  (wholesale  cost)  $735.00  last  year, 
it  to  be  $850.00. 


This  year  we  expect 


Fees  and  miscellaneous  school  costs  last  year  were  $550.00. 
who  knows?  At  least  as  much.  Probably  more. 


Thi 


s  year, 


For  high  school  graduates,  cap  and  gown  rental,  class 
ments  (limited  amount)  about  $300.00.  This  year 
Surely  more. 


rings,  announce- 
again,  who  knows? 


mile 


Transportation  to  and  from  Trade  or  Vocational  School,  at  10^  per 
minimum:  $1,280.00  per  year.  With  gasoline  prices  up,  this  may  increase. 
(We  have  no  local  trade  or  vocational  school.  No  public  transportation  is 
available.)  We  feel  that  people  will  help  when  they  know. 


Food  Costs  —  Up! 

1973  food  budget  was  set  at  $25,800.  After  six  months  we  were  $1,858.00 
over  budget,  and  it  COULD  NOT  BE  HELPED.  We  must  be  careful,  and 
we  are  careful  on  expenses.  WE  CANNOT,  WE  MUST  NOT  cut  food 
supplies  short. 

We  feel  that  people  will  help,  when  they  know! 


FRIEND  PROVIDES  VACATION 

A  friend  of  the  Home  made  a  size¬ 
able  gift,  specifying  that  it  be  used  for 
a  vacation  for  all  the  boys  and  girls. 
Result,  a  wonderful  trip  to  Padre  Is¬ 
land  off  the  Texas  gulf  coast.  Every¬ 
thing  went  smoothly,  no  real  problems, 
nobody  hurt  or  even  severely  sun¬ 
burned,  an  indication  of  excellent  pre¬ 
planning  and  staff  team  work.  Just  a 
good,  wholesome  good  time.  Many, 
many  thanks,  Friend. 

t 

SECOND  PLACE  IN  PLAYOFF 

The  M.C.H.  girls’  soft-ball  team 
took  second  place  in  city  league  sum¬ 
mer  season  playoffs,  battling  it  out 
with  Emmanuel  Baptist  to  win.  The 
team  came  by  the  Superintendent’s 
home  full  of  excitement,  to  show  their 
beautiful  trophy.  While  there  we  got  a 
color  picture  for  the  office  bulletin 
board. 

Congratulations,  girls.  We  are  proud 
of  you. 

t 


Arts  and  Crafts  Display 


Clothing  Budgets: 

Clothing  budgets  for  children  and  youth  were  established  in  1961.  THEY 
HAVE  NOT  BEEN  CHANGED.  We  buy  carefully.  We  make  judicious  use 
of  good  used  clothing.  But  compare  prices  then  and  now.  I  do  not  see 
how  clothing  budgets  can  stay  on  present  levels. 
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Bishop  Kenneth  W. 
Copeland  dies 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Copeland,  61, 
resident  bishop  of  the  Houston,  Texas 
Area  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
for  the  past  5  years,  suffered  a  heart 
attack  and  died  Tuesday,  August  7,  at 
the  Methodist  Hospital  in  Houston. 

Bishop  Copeland  became  ill  in  Mex¬ 
ico  on  Sunday,  was  treated  by  a  doc¬ 
tor  there,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
hospital  upon  his  arrival  at  home  on 
Monday.  He  had  been  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  in  Mex¬ 
ico  City. 

Memorial  services  were  held  Thurs¬ 
day,  August  9,  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston.  Inter¬ 
ment  was  in  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Bishop  Copeland  was  born  in  Bex¬ 
ar,  Ark.,  the  son  of  John  Wesley  and 
Nancy  Elizabeth  Hivley  Copeland.  He 
was  ordained  elder  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  in  1931  and  served 
as  president  of  the  Texas  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 


1938-39. 

Bishop  Copeland  was  elected  to  the 
Methodist  episcopacy  in  1960  when 
the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  met  in  San  Antonio.  He  served 
as  pastor  of  the  Travis  Park  Church  in 
that  city  for  more  than  1 1  years  prior 
to  his  election. 

He  was  resident  bishop  of  the  Ne¬ 
braska  Area  for  eight  years  before 
coming  to  Houston  in  1968  to  serve 
the  Texas  and  Gulf  Coast  Conferences. 

He  held  pastorates  in  Corsicana, 
Cooper,  Dallas,  Wichita  Falls,  and 
Haskel,  Tex.,  and  Stillwater,  Okla. 

Bishop  Copeland  was  a  graduate  of 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas, 
and  did  graduate  study  at  Garrett  The¬ 
ological  Seminary,  Evanston,  Ill.  He 
held  honorary  doctorates  from  South¬ 
western  University,  Georgetown,  Tex.; 
Nebraska  Wesleyan  University,  Lin¬ 
coln;  and  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity. 

He  had  served  as  a  member  of  sev¬ 
eral  General  Church  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies.  Among  them  were:  Board  of 
Evangelism,  1952-60;  Board  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Social  Concerns,  1960-68;  Meth¬ 
odist  Corporation,  1968-72;  Board  of 
Missions,  1960-72  (immediate  past 
president.  World  Division);  Board  of 
Discipleship,  1972. 

Bishop  Copeland  recently  returned 
from  England  where  he  served  as  one 
of  the  four  official  United  Methodist 
delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Methodist  Annual  Conference  in  New¬ 
castle-upon-Tyne. 

Survivors  include  his  wife  Catherine, 
and  two  daughters,  Mrs.  J.  W.  (Pat¬ 
ricia  Ann)  Ard  and  Mrs.  Preston  (Mar¬ 
tha  Sue)  Dial,  Jr. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Col¬ 
lege  of  Bishops  has  given  Bishop  Alsie 
H.  Carleton,  resident  Bishop  of  the 
Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico  Area, 
and  President  of  the  College  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  authority  to  preside  over  the  Hous¬ 
ton  Area  until  an  interim  appointment 
can  be  made  by  the  College. 

t 


The  Rev.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  (at  left),  Lafayette  District  Super¬ 
intendent  and  the  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  (at  right),  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Crowley,  and  one  of  the  Lafayette  District  Co-directors 
of  the  Southern  University  Wesley  Foundation  Drive  are  shown 
presenting  to  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Superintendent  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District,  a  check  in  the  amount  of  $7,618.40  received 
in  the  Lafayette  District.  The  gift  will  be  applied  toward  the 
Conference  goal  of  $100,000  to  build  a  Wesley  Foundation  build¬ 
ing  at  Southern  University  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  other  Co-director 
of  the  Foundation  is  A.  J.  Giron,  not  shown. 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  where  history  making  women’s 
meeting  will  be  held. 


Theresa  Hoover,  Women’s  Division  secretary,  to  speak 


United  Methodist  Women  to  organize 
in  Sept.  21-22  meet  at  Lafayette 


On  Friday,  September  21,  the 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
(WSCS)  and  the  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild  (WSG)  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  meet  for  the  final  time 
on  the  Conference  Level.  The  very 
next  day,  Saturday,  September  22,  the 
name  of  the  women’s  organization  in 
the  church  will  be  “United  Methodist 
Women”  and  this  will  be  the  birthday 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  historic  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lafayette,  Louisiana.  This  church, 
organized  in  1955  by  a  group  of  65 
children  and  adults  has  grown  to  1,900 
members  in  1973,  with  a  very  active 
program  for  all  ages.  The  first  services 
were  held  in  the  concession  stand  of  a 
drive-in  theater.  Now,  there  is  a  multi¬ 
million  dollar  plant  to  serve  the  con¬ 
gregation. 

Mrs.  Walter  Trimm,  president  of 
the  Asbury  WSCS  and  the  Rev. 
James  J.  Caraway,  the  pastor,  are  hosts 
for  the  meeting.  Mrs.  Robert  Compton 


of  Elton  is  the  Conference  WSCS  pres¬ 
ident  and  will  preside  at  this  session. 
A  special  dinner  Friday  evening  with 
Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery  of  Baton  Rouge 
presiding,  will  honor  the  retiring  of¬ 
ficers. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will 
speak  at  the  evening  session. 

A  communion  service  will  open  the 
first  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  Louisiana  on 
Saturday  morning.  Following  the  bus¬ 
iness  session,  which  includes  the  instal¬ 
lation  of  the  newly  elected  leaders, 
Ms.  Theresa  Hoover,  associate  general 
secretary.  Women’s  Division,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  will  speak  to  the 
gathering. 

Those  planning  to  attend  are  asked 
to  get  their  reservations  in  for  the 
meeting,  at  $2.00  per  person.  Write 
to  Mrs.  Earl  Warner,  1015  Kim  Drive, 
Lafayette,  La.  70501.  Cost  of  the  Fri¬ 
day  night  dinner  at  6:00  P.M.  at  the 
church  will  be  $3.75  per  person. 


S.  B.  (Sonny)  Evans,  Jr. 
points  out  to  District 
Superintendent  Ed  Thomas 
the  lot  which  he  and  his 
wife  Evelyn  are  donating 
to  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Board  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  building  of  a  retired 
minister’s  home  can  be 
completed  on  the  lot,  lo¬ 
cated  across  the  street 
from  the  College  Avenue 
parsonage  in  an  outlying 
area  of  Natchitoches,  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  ahead. 


Celebrating  the  opening  of  a  new  emergency  child  care  program  at 
the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  are,  from  left:  the  Rev.  Richard  E. 
Walton,  hospital  superintendent;  Charles  0.  Yost,  director  of  the 
Division  of  Foster  Care  Services  Administration;  Mrs.  Bess 
Jones,  Child  Welfare  Consultant  for  the  division;  and  the  Rev. 
William  F.  Mayo,  chairman  of  the  Hospital’s  board  of  directors. 

Methodist  Home  Hospital 
extends  care  services 


A  dedication  and  open  house  pro¬ 
gram  was  held  at  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans,  Sunday,  July 
15,  to  celebrate  the  agency’s  new  ser¬ 
vice  of  emergency  care  for  abused, 
abandoned  and  neglected  children. 

The  hospital,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Division  of  Foster  Care  Services 
of  the  Louisiana  Health  and  Social  and 
Rehabilitation  Services  Administra¬ 
tion,  begins  daily  emergency  care  to 
children  between  the  ages  of  two  to 
14  who  are  placed  in  the  facility  by 
authorization  of  the  Orleans,  Jefferson, 
St.  Bernard  and  Plaquemine  Parishes’ 
Division  of  Foster  Care  Services. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital,  es¬ 
tablished  in  1886,  has  provided  a  ma¬ 
ternity  and  adoption  program  that 
served  1,800  mothers  and  1,000  chil- 

Global  Ministries 
Board  to  promote 
Sager  Brown 

In  conjunction  with  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Carlton  of  the  Southern  Association 
of  United  Methodist  Mission  Schools 
announces  the  appointment  of  the  Rev. 
James  M.  Brinks  to  the  position  of 
Mission  Interpreter  in  behalf  of  var¬ 
ious  National  Division  mission  pro¬ 
jects. 

Mr.  Brinks  and  his  family  have  re¬ 
cently  returned  from  a  pioneer  student 
ministry  in  Sarawak,  Malaysia  with  the 
World  Division,  and  following  several 
months  of  furlough  itineration,  he  has 
accepted  the  opportunity  of  continuing 
to  assist  congregations  throughout  the 
United  States  to  understand  the  excit¬ 
ing  accomplishments  of  our  various 
mission  projects,  including  these  Na¬ 
tional  Division  Schools:  Allen  High 
School  in  Asheville,  N.C.;  Boylan-Ha- 
ven-Mather  Academy  in  Camden,  S. 
C.;  Sager  Brown  School  in  Baldwin, 
Louisiana;  St.  Paul  School  in  Tampa, 
Florida;  and  Vashti  School  in  Thomas- 
ville,  Georgia.  These  and  other  Na¬ 
tional  and  World  Division  projects  will 
increasingly  depend  upon  Advance 
Special  support  for  their  work  funds. 


dren. 

In  response  to  a  greater  need  for 
emergency  care  services,  however,  the 
hospital  and  the  Division  of  Foster 
Care  Services  have  entered  into  a  co¬ 
operative  effort. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  is  a 
part  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  has  been  owned,  operated,  fi¬ 
nanced,  and  administered  by  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church  since  1918. 

The  hospital  is  anticipating  300  chil¬ 
dren  will  find  safety  and  security 
through  the  new  emergency  placement 
program  this  year,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Richard  E.  Walton,  hospital  su¬ 
perintendent. 

t 


Rev.  James  M.  Brinks 


A  member  of  the  North  Alabama 
Conference,  Mr.  Brinks  holds  degrees 
from  Lynchburg  College,  Pittsburgh 
Theological  Seminary,  and  4he  grad¬ 
uate  school  of  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burg.  In  addition  to  a  year’s  experience 
in  the  Ohio  East  Annual  Conference 
before  going  to  Malaysia. 

Invitations  for  mission  interpreta¬ 
tion  may  be  addressed  to  him  at  the 
United  Methodist  Center,  159  For¬ 
rest  Ave,  N.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30303. 


Shreveport  native 
to  work  with 
Navajo  Indians 

On  August  15,  a  Shreveport  resident 
who  has  only  become  acquainted  with 
Indians  and  Indian  ways  by  means  of 
books  and  television,  will  leave  for 
Farmington,  New  Mexico,  to  start  a 
new  life  working  with  the  Navajo  In¬ 
dians  of  the  Southwest. 

Henry  A.  Sibley,  Sr.,  a  veteran  pilot 
of  the  Korean  conflict  and  former 
executive  director  of  the  old  Louisiana 
State  Sovereignty  Commission  felt  the 
call  to  work  with  Indians  of  the  South¬ 
western  United  States  this  past  ApriL 

“I  can’t  explain  it,”  recalls  Mr.  Sib¬ 
ley,  “but  on  two  distinct  occasions  in 
the  month  of  April  this  year,  I  felt  a 
powerful  call  to  go  into  this  work.” 

“I  have  never  lived  or  worked 
around  the  western  Indians,  or  any  In- 


Henry  A.  Sibley 


dians,  for  that  matter.  But  not  only  did 
I  receive  the  message,  but  I  was  told 
that  I  would  go  into  this  work  by  the 
middle  of  August.  I  leave  on  August 
15  for  New  Mexico;” 

Please  turn  to  page  11 


Yesterday  one  of  our  pastors  same  by  to  talk  about  Key -73.  In 
the  courpe  of  the  conversation  it  was  discovered  that  his  congregation 
has  been  genuinely  fulfilling  the  purpose  of  the  Key -73  movement.  It 
seems  that  among  other  things  they  established  an  ecumenical  prison 
ministry  in  their  community,  working  carefully  with  police  officers  and 
others.  In  addition  there  had  been  inter -faith  Bible  study  and  work  pro¬ 
jects  and  an  emphasis  on  securing  commitments  for  Christ  and  the 
church . 

If  you  have  something  significant  to  report  or  any  signal  advances 
in  the  field  of  evangelism  and  recruitment,  take  a  moment  to  write  a  brief 
note  about  it.  I  would  be  keenly  interested  to  learn  of  all  this  since  I 
suspect  that  Key -73  is  quietly  beginning  to  represent  a  groundswell  of 
renewal  in  the  life  of  the  church.  Don't  feel  obligated  to  write,  but  if 
you  have  time,  don't  hesitate  to  do  so.  I'd  like  to  rejoice  with  you. 

Only  yesterday  I  heard  of  a  small  congregation  that  received  five 
new  members  by  profession  of  faith  in  July.  I  am  hoping  that  many  of  us 
will  have  victories  to  celebrate  before  the  year  is  completed. 

Did  you  know  that  Zion's  Rest,  an  historic  congregation,  is  re¬ 
established  in  this  conference  after  many  years  of  absence?  Let  the 
people  of  the  Natchitoches  District  tell  you  the  thrilling  story  behind 
this.  I  wrote  the  three  trustees  a  word  of  welcome  and  reassurance. 
Methodism  is  beginning  its  advance  on  all  fronts .  It  will  be  some  time 
before  the  tangible  and  visible  results  make  an  impression,  but  make 
no  mistake  about  it.  A  new  day  is  here  and  the  advance  is  inevitable 
and  beautiful . 

Faithfully, 


Historic  church  celebrates  106th  anniversary 


In  New  Orleans,  Thompson  United 
Methodist  Church  celebrated  its  106th 
Anniversary  on  Sunday,  July  22,  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  10:55  a.m.  worship  ser¬ 
vice  and  terminating  at  the  3:00  p.m. 
worship  hour. 

The  Anniversary  message  was  de¬ 
livered  by  the  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels, 
Jr.,  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Thompson  Church  property 
was  purchased  on  July  2,  1867  from 
the  2nd  German  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  under  the  leadership  of  the  late 
Rev.  Evans  Green.  The  purchase  took 
place  two  years  after  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War.  At  that  time,  the  church 
was  known  as  the  Elmira  Street  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Two  years  later,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  was  founded  and 
the  church  was  admitted  into  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  the  name  of 
Thompson  Chapel  Methodist  Episco¬ 


pal  Church.  Many  of  the  early  found¬ 
ers  had  been  slaves,  a  few  were  free 
men,  and  others  had  served  in  the 
Civil  War.  Most  of  them  had  been 
denied  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
worship.  To  them,  the  founding  of  a 
church  served  their  greatest  need. 

During  its  106  years  of  service,  the 
church  has  been  served  by  49  minis¬ 
ters  and  is  still  on.  the  same  site.  Hav¬ 
ing  been  renovated  many  times,  it  is 
presently  considered  one  of  the  most 
unique  structures  in  the  downtown  sec¬ 
tion  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Rev.  Charles  H,  Hayes,  is 
minister  of  this  historic  church,  John 
Theard  and  Alvin  Clarvoe  served  as 
chairman  and  co-chairman  for  the 
celebration.  Mrs.  Doris  Taylor  Pierre 
served  as  Church  Announcer. 

The  total  amount  raised  was 
$1,896.02. 
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The  Editor's  Pulpit 


In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the, 
editor's  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  ’"From  Our  Readers”  column.  Page  9) 

BIT  PART  OR  LEAD  ROLE? 

“Never  invoke  a  god  upon  the  scene  until  all  else  has  failed.”  It 
would  seem  that  Horace’s  Rule  of  Drama  has  found  its  fullness  of  time. 

Consider  the  events  on  stage:  . . .  Watergate  and  all  it  says  about  the 
level  to  which  we  have  descended  to  justify  political  election;  ...  the 
horrors  of  at  least  27  young  boys  being  murdered  in  a  perverted  sex  ring, 
in  what  now  appears  to  be  the  largest  mass-murder  tragedy  in  our  history; 

. . .  illegal  corporate  contributions  to  political  campaigns;  . . .  secret 
bombings  in  Cambodia  for  the  past  15  months,  these  being  publicly  denied 
during  die  time  by  the  President;  . . .  three  incidents  in  the  last  week  of 
our  bombs  killing  Cambodians  (at  least  400)  for  whose  protection  they  are 
officially  justified;  . . .  now  the  Vice  President  has  been  accused  of  criminal 
activities  involving  bribery  and  kickbacks;  . . .  prices  continuning  to  zoom 
upward  —  15%  more  for  food  this  last  April,  May  and  June  than  a  year 
ago,  this  not  including  July  and  August  which  saw  some  increases  as  much 
as  60%;  ...  $10  million  in  public  funds  spent  on  private  properties  of 
the  President  for  security  reasons,  plus  questions  in  regard  to  how  these 
properties  were  originally  procured.  And  so  on  and  so  on ...  It  all  reads 
like  an  unbelievable  nightmare. 

Concerns  for  the  church?  (How  strange  that  we  even  have  to  justify 
the  question  and  the  answer).  Certainly!  Because  people  are  involved; 
right  and  wrong  are  involved;  persons  are  hurt  and  sorrow  and  grief  and 
agony  are  exp^enced.  Wherever  human  life  is  touched  either  with  tragedy 
or  with  joy  the  church  must  be  there  because  Christ  is  there. 

Our  role  in  such  a  time  must  include  at  least  three  el  ements.First,  we 
are  to  stand  with  all  men  under  the  judgement  of  God  for  any  wrongs  of 
which  we  may  be  a  part:  immoralities,  untruths,  breaches  in  ethics —  in 
a  word,  sin.  For  it  is  sin  which  has  brought  so  much  of  the  agony  of  our 
time  upon  us. 

Second,  our  role  is  not  so  much  to  invoke  the  presence  of  God  upon 
the  stage  as  it  is  to  witness  to  the  Christ  who  is  and  has  been  on  the  scene 
all  along,  front  stage  center.  He  weeps  there,  not  only  because  of  the  hurt 
of  humans  but  because  we,  his  church,  are  so  often  preoccupied  in  such 
a  day  with  our  own  internal  petty  differences  (liberals  vs.  fundamentalists; 
social  activists  vs,  evangelicals,  and  so  on)  that  our  energies  are  drained  in 
these  trivialities  while  the  urgent  cries  for  help  from  all  around  us  go  only 
partially  heeded. 

Third,  our  role  just  now  is  to  make  the  most  of  a  national  mood 
which  is  beginning  to  see  a  positive  use  for  this  dismal  hour  in  our  history. 
That  is  that  we  can  learn  our  lesson,  correct  our  wrongs  and  emerge 
stronger  than  before.  But  the  public  has  such  a  short  memory  span!  And 
We  seem  not  to  have  learned  much  from  our  sins  of  the  past,  S  o  the  church 
must  be  vigilant  and  repetitious  to thepoint  of  noxiousness  in  its  reminder 
that  an  old  word  is  still  relevant:  “Sin  pays  its  servants:  the  wage  is  death. 
But  God  gives  to  those  who  serve  him:  his  free  gift  is  eternal  life . . .” 
(Romans  6:23,  J.B.  Phillips  trans.). 

Our  role  is  to  respond  to  the  clear  call  that  we  do  our  job  with  more 
urgency  than  ever;  that  we  pray  more,  preach  better,  witness  more  arti¬ 
culately,  serve  all  in  the  name  of  Christ  and  live  triumphantly  in  the 
Christian  hope. 

We  are  called  by  God  to  play  a  major,  title  role  in  redeeming  the 
human  tragedies  of  our  time.  Ihe  danger  is  that  we  will* settle  for  a  bit 
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THE  OLD  BED-SPRINGS-ON-TOP-OF-THE-CAR  STORY.  .  . 


or 

MAKE  AN  EXTRA  TRIP  .  .  . 


I’m  not  brave  enough  to  commit  any  really  big  sins,  I  just  don’t  have 

^I  discovered  this  deficiency  last  week  and  the  experience  still  bothers 
me  so  much  that  I  must  clear  myself  before  the  whole  world.  If  you  don 
like  that  sort  of  thing,  you  can  read  elsewhere  for  a  moment.  But  if  yo'J 
o,...  ft...  vjnri  that  Hp.liphts  in  other  folks’  agonies,  this  is  just  your  sort  of 


It  aU  started  by  trying  to  save  a  little  time.  I  have  this  set  of  old- 
style  bed  springs,  see,  that  I  needed  to  take  to  Mt.  Magazine.  I  was  going 
to  exchange  them  for  a  better  set  a  friend  has  at  his  c^m  there.  Well, 
rather  than  make  an  extra  trip  I  decided  to  take  them  to  Fayetteville  with 
me  over  the  weekend  of  the  Laymen’s  Assembly  and  drop  them  off  on  the 
way  back  home.  (This  is  not  too  exciting,  I  know,  but  it’s  important  that 
you  come  in  at  the  beginning  on  a  story  like  this).  _ 

To  say  the  least,  I  was  a  bit  self-conscious  upon  arriving  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  in  the  middle  of  a  big  crowd,  with  some  old-style  bed  sp^gs 
strapped  to  the  top  of  my  car.  Even  new-style  bed  springs  wouldn  t  have 
helped  a  lot  just  at  that  point.  So  I  parked  my  car  around  the  corner  and 
walked  up  the  hill,  which  suspicious  act  prompted  a  fnend  to  shout  his 
greeting:  “Did  you  hitch  hike?”  I  started  to  say  “No,  I  walked  all  the  way, 
but  it  struck  me  that  he  would  know  that  I  hadn’t  walked  all  the  way 

because  I  still  had  on  my  tie.  _  r  u  i  x 

After  the  crowd  thinned  out,  I  drove  around  in  front  of  the  lodge  1 
was  to  share  with  a  dozen  others,  none  of  whose  cars,  I  noticed,  had 
old-style  bed  springs  strapped  to  their  tops.  For  some  reason  I  thought 
about  a  remark  that  Herb  Shriner,  the  comedian,  had  once  made.  He  told 
about  going  by  his  girl  friend’s  house  to  visit.  He  found  her,  he  said,  out 
at  the  pig  pen,sloppin’ the  hogs.”Nostalgicly  Shriner  recalled:  “There  was 
something  about  her  . . .;  she  kinda  stood  out.”  That’s  the  way  I  felt  about 


my  car. 

Should  anyone  have  identified  me  with  the  car,  I  had  my  answers 
ready.  “It’s  so  I’ll  have  a  smoother  ride;”  or  “Aren’t  we  supposed  to  bring 
bed,  springs  to  Mt.  Sequoyah  with  us?,”  and  other  clever  remarks.  But  no 
one,  thankfully,  saw  me  anywhere  near  the  car. 

That  is,  until  I  was  leaving.  I  thought  I  had  waited  out  the  crowd. 
The  thought,  you  see,  that  had  kept  plaguing  me  was  that  folk  might  think 
that  1  was  carrying  the  bed  springs  off  from  Mt.  Sequoyah  . . .;  you  know, 
stealing  them!  You  can  see  what  even  a  little-bit  of  guilty  conscience  can 
do  to  an  otherwise  free  being. 


So,  on  going  to  the  car,  I  put  my  sun  glasses  on.  (No  one  can  ever 
recognize  me  with  sun  glasses  on).  The  coast  was  clear.  I  could  exit  by  the 
west  gate;  closer  and  less  conspicuous.  I  didn’t  have  to  drive  by  Lee  Cate’s 
office,  either. 

Just  as  I  roared  up  the  engine  on  the  get-away  car,  a  million  people 
came  out  of  every  cabin  door  in  sight.  Well,  maybe  ten  people.  Their 
thoughts  came  crashing  through  the  rolled-up  windows,  drowning  out  the 
air  conditioner  and  radio:  “Why  . . .  that  looks  like  our  Editor!  . .  What  on 
earth  is  he  . . .;  Why,  look:  those  bed  springs  —  no,  look:  those  old-style 
bed  springs  . . .  How  on  earth  did  he  get  them  out  of  the  room?  Poor  man; 
must  be  some  idiosyncrasy.  Probably  has  a  basement  full  of  old  bed 
springs  .  . .  You’d  think  if  he  were  going  to  pick  up  bed  springs,  he’d  at 
least . . .  And  he  really  comes  from  such  a  fine  family  . . 

Now  right  now,  you  are  probably  trying  to  comfort  me  by  saying  that 
they  weren  ’t  thinking  any  such  things  at  all.  Thank  you,  but  I  know 
better.  I  could  see  it  all  over  them  just  as  plain  as  they  could  see  the  guilt 
around  my  sun  glasses. 

I  wish  I  could  tell  you  that  this  little  episode  turned  out  all  dandy. 
It  didn’t.  It’s  another  and  longer  story,  but  after  all  of  this  doing,  I 
couldn’t  get  in  my  friend’s  cabin  . . , 

So,  the  bed  springs  enjoyed  the  round  trip,  and  with  the  summer  sun 
sinking  slowly  in  the  west,  I  returned  home  a  sadder  but  wiser  man.  For 
I  had  learned  well  that  old  lesson  which  each  of  us  must  learn  soon  or 
late:  in  this  life:  don’t  never  take  no  old-style  bed  springs  to  your  friend’s 
summer  cabin  by  way  of  Mt.  Sequoyah! 


f 

PHASE  VIII 

We  were  having  our  after-Sunday-dinner  desert  (our  very  own  sack 
each  of  M&M  peanuts)  when  our  youngest  announced  that  there  were  20 
M&Ms  in  his  sack.  His  school  teacher  mother,  ever  alert  for  any  chance 
for  some  back  to  school  preparation,  posed  a  question  for  him:  “If  there 
are  20  M&Ms  in  the  sack,  and  together  they  cost  ten  cents,  how  much  do 
they  cost  apiece?”  Third  Grade  New  Math  replied:  “The  first  ten  cost  a 
penny  each  and  you  get  the  other  ten  free.” 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


An  American  woman  theologian  is  the  new  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Anglican  Consultative  Council,  a  glo¬ 
bal  organization  made  up  of  26  independent  and 
autonomous  Churches  with  47  million  baptized 
.members.  Dr.  Marion  Keller  an,  recently  retired  pro¬ 
fessor  of  pastoral  theology  at  Virginia  Theological 
Seminary  was  elected  to  succeed  Sir  Louis  Mbanefo 
of  Nigeria. 

The  religious  significance  of  animals  and  birds 
in  Apache  Indian  religious  beliefs  may  be  used 
in  a  possible  court  case  on  the  question  of  legal 
ownership  of  the  wildlife  on  the  San  Carlos 
Apache  Reservation  in  Arizona.  San  Carlos 
Apaches  are  challenging  the  State’s  claim  that 
all  wildlife  in  the  state  belongs  to  Arizona. 

A  “Children’s  Trust  Fund”  which  would  protect 
existing  programs  from  “budgetary seepage” and  pro¬ 
vide  money  for  new  children’s  programs  designed 
by  individual  states  would  be  created  under  a  bill 
introduced  in  the  Senate.  The  fund,  according  to  the 
bill’s  author.  Sen.  Abraham  A.  Ribicoff  (D-Conn.), 
would  be  allocated  to  the  states  based  on  the  num¬ 
ber  of  children  under  age  18  and  the  number  of 
children  whose  families  receive  Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children. 


The  new  government  of  Prime  Minister  Mar¬ 
iano  Rumor  of  Italy  is  being  pressured  to  make 
substantial  cuts  in  federal  subsidies  to  the  Romr 
an  Catholic  Church  as  part  of  an  overall  effm^ 
to  solve  the  conntry’s  financial  crisis.  Slate  sub¬ 
sidies  to  the  Church  over  the  past  three  years 
totalled  about  $300  million.  The  money  is 
clianneled  througfi  five  ministries  —  Public 
Works,  Interior,  Education,  Health,  and  For¬ 
eign  Affairs. 

A  Baptist  minister  in  London  is  launching  a  round- 
the-clock  phone-a-message  service  to  help  Britain’s 
100,000  missing  teenagers  and  their  parents.  Under 
the  program  of  the  Rev.  Roger  Hayden,  minister 
of  Haven  Green  Baptist  Church  at  Ealing,  West 
London,  teenagers  who  have  run  away  from  home 
will  be  able  to  phone  a  message  to  a  special  num¬ 
ber.  The  message  will  be  recorded  and  passed  on 
to  the  parents,  provided  the  address  is  given. 

If  St.  Charles  parish,  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
Cincinnati  archdiocese,  is  typical,  then  the  “af¬ 
fluent,  suburban”  Roman  Catholic  parish  in 
the  U.S.  is  strong  on  attending  Mass  and  Com¬ 
munion  but  weak  on  Confession,  ambivalent 
on  civil  rights,  leaning  toward  active  ecumen¬ 
ism  and  divided  on  the  need  for  Catholic  edu¬ 
cation.  An  exhaustive  census  taken  recently  in¬ 
volved  some  8,000  individuals  in  about  2,000 
families. 

A  former  Israeli  ambassador  to  the  United  States 
declared  that  Israel’s  relations  with  the  U.S.  have 
never  before  been  as  good  as  they  are  now.  General 
Yitzhak  Rabin  pointed  out  that  the  $400  million  in 
military  aid  that  the  U.S.  gave  Israel  in  the  past  year 
was  about  70  per  cent  of  all  American  military  aid 
given  to  foreign  countries  for  the  year.  It  consisted 
of  $300  million  on  easy  credit  terms  and  $100  mil¬ 
lion  in  grants,  he  said. 


The  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.  (Southern)  has 
announced  the  establishment  of  a  two-part  pro¬ 
gram  aimed  at  combatting  the  root  cause  of 
hunger  in  the  U.S.  and  abroad.  It  calls  for  the 
employment  oi  part-time  “hunger  action  enab¬ 
ler^’  to  serve  within  the  Church’s  synods  as 
“advocates  of  the  hungry”  and  enablers  of 
grassroots  action. 

The  Center  of  Concern,  founded  in  Washington  last 
year  by  a  Canadian  Jesuit,  Father  William  F.  Ryan, 
has  been  given  two  grants  totaling  $65,000  toward 
an  18-month  population  policy  project.  An  autono¬ 
mous  operation  with  no  formal  relationship  to  the 
Roman  Cathohc  Church  or  any  other  ‘church,  the 
center  will  sponsor  seminars,  policy  research,  and 
other  information-disseminating  functions  designed 
to  underscore  the  importance  of  considering  popula¬ 
tion  problems  as  a  part  of  the  larger  issue  of  work¬ 
ing  toward  social  and  economic  justice  in  the  de¬ 
veloping  world,  a  spokesman  said. 

Thirty-nine  families  former  prisoners  of  war 
and  men  missing  in  action  in  Southeast  Asia 
asked  for  help  at  a  retreat  at  Granby,  Colo., 
ranging  from  how  to  be  kind  to  bumbling  neigh¬ 
bors  to  integrating  a  husband  back  uito  the  fam¬ 
ily.  Asked  to  identify  their  three  most  pressing 
problems,  the  military-related  families  also  listed 
the  removal  bitterness  from  their  lives,  ac¬ 
cepting  the  fact  that  a  son  is  missing  in  action, 
and  the  need  for  a  deeper  faith  for  mapping 
out  a  future  without  a  husband. 

The  Southern  Presbyterian  News  Service  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  its  R.  L.  Reynolds  Award  for  Excel¬ 
lence  in  Religious  News  Coverage  will  be  presented 
this  year  to  The  Covington  (Ga.)  News  and  The 
Columbia  Missourian,  campus  newspaper  of  the 
University  of  Missouri.  The  Missourian,  winner  in 
the  daily  division,  provided  a  “highly  unusual  re¬ 
ligious  emphasis  for  a  college  paper,”  the  panel  of 
judges  said.  In  the  non-daily  division,  judges  selec¬ 
ted  the  Covington  News  for  its  “excellent  depth  in 
coverage  of  religious  activities,  and  excellent  layout 
and  display  of  religious  stories.” 


A  $57,417  continuatian  grant  was  awarded  by 
the  National  Institute  of  Mental  Health  to 
Christian  Theological  Seminary,  for  its  mental 
health  services  education  program  for  ministers. 
CTS,  a  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
semJnaiy  in  Indianapolis,  began  the  mental 
health  program  in  1968.  More  than  120  clergy¬ 
men  have  participated  annually  in  the  program, 
with  20  denominations  represented. 

The  church  in  Britain  “is  still  a  mighty  army,”  said 
Anglican  Bishop  Stuart  Blanch  of  Liverpool,  “but 
the  trouble  is  that  it  is  far  from  being  an  army  of 
combatants.  In  terms  of  Christianity,  Great  Britain 
is  rapidly  becoming  a  backwater  on  the  world 
scene.”  Bishop  Blanch  was  commenting  on  the  ans¬ 
wers  provided  by  a  special  questionnaire. 

A  call  for  “decriminalization”  of  non-violent 
sex  crimes  that  principally  affect  only  the  per¬ 
sons  involved  h^  been  issued  by  a  subcommit¬ 
tee  of  the  Commission  on  the  Jurisprudence  ttf 
the  Future  in  Providence,  R.I, 

Archbishop  Michael  Ramsey  of  Canterbury  has  ap¬ 
pointed  Bishop  Ronald  Williams  of  Leicester  to  be 
the  Church  of  England’s  representative  to  the  Brus¬ 
sels  Ecumenical  Center,  which  was  founded  in  the 
mid-1960’s  to  serve  the  European  Common  Market 
communities.  Bishop  Williams  wiU  be  a  member  of 
the  Consultative  Committee  of  the  Churches  of  the 
European  Communities  which  is  the  Governing  Body 
of  the  Center.  It  is  expected  that  he  will  visit  Brus¬ 
sels  every  few  months  to  attend  committee  meetings. 

Amnesty  International,  a  London-based  group 
that  has  consultative  status  within  the  United 
Nations,  presented  a  copy  of  its  report  on  the 
political  prisoners  in  SouA  Vietnam  to  Austra¬ 
lia’s  Roman  Catholic  Bishops,  “so  that  the 
bishops  may  make  their  own  minds  on  the 
subject”  Presentation  of  the  report  was  oc¬ 
casioned  by  a  recent  statement  by  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Archibishop  Paul  Nguyen  Van  Binh  of  Sai¬ 
gon  that  allegations  of  torture  in  South  Viet¬ 
nam  was  unfounded. 


“Christian  comics  really  sell”,  says  the  owner  of  a 
Christian  book  store  in  Tucson,  Ariz.  “Bibles  are 
still  the  best  selling  item,  but  comics  are  the  new, 
fast-selling  item  in  the  religious  book  business,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  George  E.  Butler,  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
clergyman  and  owner  of  the  Christian  Supply  Center. 

A  new  level  of  maturity  in  Britain’s  charismatic 
movement  was  detected  by  observers  at  the 
close  of  a  six-day  international  conference  at 
Nottingham  University.  The  conference  brought 
together  1,500  Christians  from  Britain,  North 
and  South  America,  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
India  and  South  Africa  as  well  as  from  the 
European  consent.  It  included  Anglicans, 
Roman  Catholics  and  Reformed  churchmen. 

George  Constantinidis,  director  of  O  Logos,  an  evan¬ 
gelical  publishing  house  in  Athens,  was  acquitted  by 
a  three-judge  court  in  Pyrgos,  Greece  where  he  was 
charged  with  violating  anti-proselytization  laws. 
Greek  Orthodox  officials  in  the  small  city  in  the 
Pelopnessus  accused  the  editor  of  violating  the  con¬ 
science  of  Stavros  Saltamavros,  of  the  village  of 
Skuroheri,  by  sending  the  man  an  unsolicited  mod¬ 
ern  Greek  New  Testament  and  devotional  material. 

What  motivates  Christians  to  give  to  then- 
churches?  Commitment  is  the  key,  according  to 
Dr.  Nordan  C.  Murphy,  stewardship  director 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  —  “com¬ 
mitment  to  a  person  named  Jesus  and  all  that 
he  stands  for.  Dr.  Murphy  in  his  study  spon¬ 
sored  by  15  Protestant  bodies  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada,  said  the  study  found  that  the  six  most 
nnportant  motivating  forces  for  giving  through 
the  church  are  “gratitude  to  God,”  “an  expres¬ 
sion  of  worship,”  “the  privilege  of  sharing,” 
“an  obligation,”  “love  for  others,”  and  “the 
need  of  the  church  for  money.” 

fhe  United  Methodist  Churches  of  the  Florida  Con- 
terence  have  prepared  a  brochure  welcoming  visitors 
to  visit  United  Methodist  landmarks  and  institutions 
throughout  the  state.  The  attractive  folder  labeled, 
1  he  Church  in  Mission,”  is  signed  by  Florida’s 
Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid 

t 


N.C.  —  Dr.  L.  Nelson  Bell,  the  im¬ 
mediate  past  moderator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.  (Southern)  and  a  leading  evan¬ 
gelical  editor  and  writer,  died  peacefully  in  his 
sleep  at  his  Montreat,  N.C.,  home  Aug.  2  at  the 
age  of  79.  Dr.  Bell  was  evangelist  Billy  Graham’s 
father-in-law.  He  is  shown  with  Mr.  Graham  in 
this  1972  photo.  (RNS  Photo) 
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UNITED  METHODISM  IN  LOUISIANA  ... 

''^Listen  to  us .  let  us  work!” 


The  following  is  from 
an  interview  with  Tom 
M  a  t  h  e  n  y  ,  Louisiana 
Conference  Lay  Leader, 
by  THE  METHODIST 
Editor,  conducted  on 
July  28  at  the  Laity  Re¬ 
treat. 

Mr.  Matheny  is  an  at¬ 
torney  and  lives  in  Ham¬ 
mond,  Louisiana. 

This  interview  is  the 
first  in  a  series  of  three 
Mr.  Matheny  visits  with  Conference 

leaders.  The  next  is  from  a  conversation  with  three 
ministers  during  Pastor’s  School  and  the  third  is  with 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 


MAJOR  CONCERNS  OF  THE  LAITY 

JOHN  S.  WORKMAN:  What  do  you  find  to  be 
the  issues  with  which  Louisiana  laymen  are  most 
concerned? 

TOM  MATHENY:  The  thing  I  get  the  most 
comment  about  concerns  the  structure  of  the  church. 
There  is  a  general  feeling  of  unease  about  organiza¬ 
tion  and  structure;  not  just  in  the  church  but  in 
politics  and  in  everything  else.  It  cuts  across  all 
lines  ...  I  hear  a  lot  of  feeling  that  the  church  is 
getting  away  from  the  grass  roots  ...  I  think  it  af¬ 
fects  everything;  even  subscriptions  to  THE  LOUISI¬ 
ANA  METHODIST. 

It  is  one  of  the  things  we  are  coming  to  grips 
with  in  Louisiana.  We  have  a  Structure  Study  Com¬ 
mittee.  I’m  on  it;  it  is  one  of  the  hardest  things  I’ve 
ever  been  involved  with  .  .  .  The  input  we’re  getting 
from  the  grass  roots  is  tremendous.  We’re  getting 
far  more  response  than  we  expected. 


WHAT  IS  THE  STRUCTURE  STUDY 
COMMITTEE? 

J.S.W.:  Would  you  state  just  what  the  Structure 
Study  Committee  is  and  what  it’s  responsibilities  are? 

T.M.:  I  would  say  that  it  was  appointed  with  the 
broadest  authority  of  any  committee  ever  in  the 
Annual  Conference  to  make  recommendations  for 
any  changes  necessary.  It’s  purpose  is  to  help  make 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  a  better  working, 
more  viable  church  institution. 

J.S.W.:  What  are  the  concerns  of  the  study? 
What  are  it’s  limits? 

T.M.:  There  are  no  limits.  We  even  talk  about 
Bishops  and  District  Superintendents  —  quite  freely. 

J.S.W.:  Are  there  any  two  or  three  matters  to 
which  the  grass  roots  response  is  directed? 

T.M.:  Oh,  maybe  7  or  8.  There  is  a  feeling  that 


on  the  local  church  level  there  needs  to  be  more 
emphasis  on  the  local  program;  more  training  avail¬ 
able;  more  involvement  of  the  local  church  even  in 
church  school  material.  There  is  the  feeling  that 
sometimes  —  and  I  feel  that  this  is  extremely 
healthy  —  that  the  church  on  a  national  or  state 
level  looks  at  the  cost  and  then  tries  to  find  a  pro¬ 
gram  that  will  fit  the  budget.  And  we’ve  been  hear¬ 
ing  that  “you  ought  to  look  at  what  kind  of  program 
is  needed,  and  we’ll  give  you  the  money.”  This  is 
the  way  it  ought  to  be  ...  I  find  that  the  laity  will 
pay  for  anything  that  is  worth  while  for  our  church. 
I  really  do. 

J.S.W.:  What  evidence  from  the  “hierarchy” of 
the  church  indicatesresponseto  these  concerns  from 
the  grass  roots? 

T.M.:  I  think  that  the  work  of  our  Structure 
Study  Committee  is  the  first  such  response.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  of  it  in  the  first  place  and  the  way  it  has 
been  conducting  itself.  Our  bishop,  also,  is  respond¬ 
ing.  He  is  getting  out  into  the  grass  roots  and  very 
thoroughly  covering  every  nook  and  cranny  of  this 
state.  And  he’s  not  just  giving  attention  to  big 
churches.  He’s  probably  giving  more  to  small 
churches.  And  he’s  listening  to  people,  getting  ac¬ 
quainted  with  people;  and  this  is  revitalizing  the  in¬ 
terest  of  lay  people  in  the  church. 

THE  EFFECTS  OF  MERGER 

J.S.W.:  Concerning  another  matter,  how  do  you 
evaluate  the  success  of  the  merger  of  our  Annual 
Conferences  after  this  two-year  time  period? 

T.M.:  If  I  had  to  paint  the  picture  with  a  broad 
brush,  I  would  say  it’s  success  is  far  beyond  expecta¬ 
tions.  I  think  the  response  has  been  wonderful.  But 
I  would  have  to  hasten  on  to  say  that  that  doesn’t 
mean  that  there  isn’t  a  great  deal  to  be  done.  There 
are  problems  ...  A  lot  of  people  of  both  races  were 
very  active  when  there  were  separate  conferences. 
There  are  fewer  positions  to  fill  now,  fewer  roles  to 
play  on  a  leadership  level.  We’ve  got  adjustments 
we  need  to  make  to  make  sure  that  the  real  leaders 
don’t  get  shunted  aside  in  the  mechanical  process 
of  merger. 

We’re  having  still  to  adjust  to  each  other’s  cul¬ 
ture.  Our  Retreat  is  an  example  of  this.  White  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  main  don’t  work  on  the  weekends;  black 
people  in  the  main  still  do.  When  you’re  planning  a 
Retreat,  that  makes  a  difference.  Sacrifices  have  to 
be  made. 

J.S.W.:  What  do  you  see  can  be  done  to  further 
this  good  adjustment? 

T.M.:  I  think  we  need  to  continue  the  process  of 
education.  I  think  that  leaders  of  both  races  have 
to  get  out  into  the  churches  and  get  acquainted  with 


the  people.  I  think  we  need  to  reach  the  point  where 
— well,  the  example  I  like  to  use  is  that  for  years  I 
have  been  able  to  worship  in  any  church  in  Louisi¬ 
ana,  white  or  black.  I  can’t  honestly  say  that  that 
is  true  of  Allen  Brown,  the  Vice  Chairman  of  our 
Board  of  the  Laity.  I’m  not  sure  that  he  would  feel 
comfortable  in  all  of  the  churches,  or  would  be 
made  to  feel  comfortable.  And  I’ve  never  been  to 
one  where  I  wasn’t  made  to  feel  comfortable.  We’ve 
got  to  reach  the  point  where  all  people  of  both 
former  Conferences  can  feel  free  to  worship  in  each 
other’s  churches.  Now,  some  people  don’t  like  for 
you  to  say  that,  but  that’s  the  truth  of  the  matter. 

CONCERNING  THE  ROLE  OF  THE 
CLERGYMAN 

J.S.W.:  On  another  subject,  whnt  do  you  as  a 
layman  believe  to  be  the  major  function  of  a  minis¬ 
ter? 

T.M.:  I  think  that  the  clergy,  as  never  before, 
need  to  play  the  “rabbinical  role” of  the  teacher. 
There  is  so  much  to  be  done  that  the  pastor  cannot 
do.  He  must  teach  and  train  the  laity  to  help  do  it. 
The  call  to  witness  is  on  all  of  us,  of  course.  My 
experiences  with  the  clergy  have  always  been  rich 
and  wonderful,  and  I  think  they  are  responding  to 
this  need  .  .  .  That’s  what  I  want  of  my  pastor  and 
that’s  what  he’s  doing  in  a  wonderful  way. 

WHAT  ABOUT  WOMEN  AND  YOUTH 
AS  LAITY? 

J.S.W.:  Women  are  seeking  their  proper  place 
in  every  segment  of  society.  What  about  their  role 
as  the  laity  of  the  church? 

T.M.:  In  responding  to  the  question,  I  don’t 
consider  myself  addressing  the  women’s  liberation 
movement  in  any  way.  I  have  been  told  that  Louisi¬ 
ana’s  Board  of  the  Laity  was  the  first  to  have  a 
broad  representation  of  both  women  and  youth;  long 
before  it  was  Disciplinary.  This  doesn’t  mean  that 
we  have  adjusted  in  terms  of  things  like  this  Retreat. 
This  Retreat  on  Family  Life  is  an  experiment.  Our 
attendance  is  lower  .  .  .  Some  men  have  stayed 
away  ....  However,  I  find  that  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  is  more  open  to  the  role  of  the  women  in 
the  church  than  most  that  I  have  visited. 

J.S.W.:  What  about  youth  as  the  laity  of  the 
church? 

T.M.:  Any  church  structure  makes  a  terrible 
mistake  if  they  don’t  listen  to  the  young  people. 
Some  of  the  smartest  things  that  have  been  said  in 
this  Laity  Retreat  have  not  been  said  by  people  in 
the  hierarchy,  either  laity  or  clergy;  they  have  been 
said  by  14  and  15  and  16  year  olds.  We  need  to 
listen. 

(But)  in  addition  to  the  laity  wanting  to  be  lis¬ 
tened  to,  I  see  more  eagerness  from  all  ages,  both 
sexes,  and  all  groups,  to  be  involved.  This  is  a  de¬ 
sire  6n  the  part  of  the  laity  and  .  .  .  the  clergy  need 
to  respond.  The  day  is  gone  when  the  pastor  can 
run  a  one-man  show.  He’s  going  to  be  a  failure  if 
he  doesn’t  involve  the  laity. 


TOM  MATHENY  TO  BE 
KIWANIS  DISTRICT  SPEAKER 


Centenary  student  wins  French  scholarship 


Tom  H.  Matheny,  Hammond  attor¬ 
ney  and  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  has  been  invited  to  be  the 
principal  speaker  for  the  Inter-De¬ 
nominational  Worship  and  Memorial 
Service  during  the  Kiwanis  District 
Convention.  This  meeting  is  to  be  held 
at  the  Captain  Shreve  Hotel  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  on  Sunday,  August  26. 

t 


CONSECRATION  AND  OPEN 
HOUSE  AT  FIRST  CHURCH, 
MINDEN 

The  congregation  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Min- 
den,  extends  on  invitation  to 
a  Service  of  Consecration  and 
the  formal  opening  of  the  Ac¬ 
tivities  Building  on  Sunday, 
August  1 9,  from  6  p.m.  -  6  p.m. 
Nursery  facilities  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  in  The  (Ihildren’s  Build¬ 
ing.  The  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining 
is  minister. 


A  Centenary  College  student  from 
Lafayette,  La.,  has  been  awarded  a 
scholarship  for  a  year’s  study  in  France 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Council 
for’  the  Development  of  French  in 
Louisiana  and  the  State  Legislature. 
The  CODOFIL  Legislative  Scholar¬ 
ship  has  been  awarded  to  Cynthia 
Diane  Yeast,  a  junior  at  Centenary 
and  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Yeast,  532  Alonda  Drive, 
and  a  member  of  the  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. 

The  funds  for  the  scholarship  are 
provided  by  the  state  legislature  and 
are  a  part  of  the  CODOFIL  program 
to  retain  the  French  language  and  cus¬ 
toms  in  South  Louisiana. 

The  grant  provides  for  one  year  of 
study  for  Miss  Yeast  at  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Angers,  France.  Although 
their  school  year  does  not  begin  until 
October,  she  will  depart  from  Houston 
on  an  Air  France  plane  bound  for 
Orly  Airport,  France,  on  August  30 
for  a  one  month  orientation  program 


on  campus  in  September.  During  the 
school  term  beginning  in  October  she 
will  be  living  with  a  French  family  se¬ 
lected  by  the  College  where  she  will  be 
obliged  to  converse  in  the  French 
language.  In  addition  to  courses  in  the 
French  language.  Miss  Yeast  also  plans 
to  study  French  art,  literature,  and 
history  as  well  as  some  French  philoso¬ 
phy.  She  will  earn  regular  college 
credit  for  the  courses  which  she  will 
transfer  back  to  Centenary  when  she 
return  for  her  senior  year. 

The  scholarship  was  granted  to  Miss 
Yeast  on  the  basis  of  an  oral  and  writ¬ 
ten  examination  taken  in  Baton  Rouge 
on  July  22,  and  on  her  French  lang¬ 
uage  studies  and  the  recommendations 
of  the  faculty  at  Centenary, 

On  the  basis  of  her  year  abroad, 
Miss  Yeast  said  she  will  now  major  in 
French  when  she  returns  to  Centenary 
and  hopes  to  serve  as  an  interpreter 
and  travel  to  promote  the  French  lang¬ 
uage  in  America  following  her  gradua¬ 
tion. 


Miss  Yeast 
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THE  FIFTIETH  WEDDING  anni¬ 
versary  will  be  observed  by  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ira  A.  Love,  Sun¬ 
day,  Aug.  26.  A  reception  will  be 
given  in  their  honor  at  McGuire 
United  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe,  by  their  children:  Mrs. 
Oleta  Truax,  Mrs.  Katherine  Truax, 
and  Mrs.  Carolyn  Flowers.  Friends 
are  invited.  The  time  is  two  until 
five  o’clock. 

THE  REV.  WILLIAM  REID,  who 
retired  at  the  recent  session  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
and  his  wife  have  settled  in  Moun¬ 
tain  Home,  Ark.,  moving  there 
from  Vivian,  La.  He  was  a  guest 
preacher  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church  at  Mountain  Home  on  Sun¬ 
day,  July  22. 


UNITED  METHODIST  YOUTH  of 
Homer  made  a  trip  to  the  Dallas 
area,  Aug.  2-5.  Their  activities 
this  summer  have  been  under  the 
leadership  of  Freddie  Wideman  as 
director,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Frank 
Speer  as  counselors.  Freddie  oc¬ 
cupied  the  pulpit  during  Sunday 
morning  worship,  Aug.  12,  and  the 
young  people  sang  at  the  evening 
service.  Their  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Cleburne  W.  Quaid. 

THE  HOUMA  CHURCH  sent  55 
youth  and  16  adults  to  Caney  Lake 
Camp  near  Minden  for  a  week  of 
activities.  The  Rev.  Jerome  Cain 
is  their  pastor. 


A  LEADER  DEVELOPMENT  ses¬ 
sion  for  youth  workers  was  held  in 
St.  Paul  Church,  Monroe,  Monday, 
Aug.  13.  Leaders  were  Mrs. 
Kathryn  Mouser  and  Mrs.  Christine 
Coleman,  both  professional  coun¬ 
selors. 


THE  PLEASANT  HILL  United 
Methodist  Church  will  hold  a  re¬ 
vival  August  20-23  beginning  with 
a  covered  dish  meal  served  in  the 
fellowship  hall  at  6:30  on  Monday 
night.  The  evangelist  will  be  the 
Rev.  W.  R.  Irving,  Jr.  of  Bogalusa, 
Friends  of  the  church,  both  minis¬ 
ters  and  laymen,  are  urged  to  at¬ 
tend.  The  services  will  be  held 
nightly  at  7:30.  The  Rev.  Jim 
Constable  is  pastor. 

“POPULLUTION”  is  the  subject 
of  the  Youth  Week  in  Slidell  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Junior  High  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Partici¬ 
pating  churches  include  First 
Baptist,  Pearl  River,  Lacombe  and 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  United  Meth¬ 
odists  .  Activities  will  conclude 
with  a  visit  to  Pontchartrain 
Beach  on  Aug.  17. 

LAKE  CHARLES  First  Church  is 
sending  six  or  eight  young  people 
to  Galveston  to  work  at  the  Shrine 
Bums  Institute,  the  week  of  August 
19. 

NEW  OFFICERS  OF  LEESVILLE 
United  Methodist  Men  are  John 
Sewell,  president;  James  Harris, 
vice  president;  Jessie  Tilghman, 
secretary;  and  B.  J,  Robinson, 
treasurer.  Officers  are  elected 
for  a  six-month  term. 

MRS.  ALFRED  BROWN  was  the 
guest  speaker  when  the  Women’s 
Society  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
of  Noel  Memorial  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  held  the  joint  meeting,  Aug. 
7.  The  program  subject  was  “'To 
Set  Things  Right.’’ 

YOUTH  OF  LAKE  CHARLES’ 
University  United  Methodist  Church 
made  a  music  and  sight-seeing 
tour  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas 
this  month.  Directed  by  Scott 
Fontenot,  the  22-voice  group  pre¬ 
sented  the  folk  cantata  “Light 
Shine”  by  Byrl  Redd  and  Grace 
Hawthorne.  Concerts  were  given 
in  First  Church,  Jennings,  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston,  and  Western  Hills 
United  Methodist  Church,  Little 
Rock,  Ark, 


BIRD’S  CHAPEL  REVIVAL 
USES  EVANGELISTIC  TEAM 

The  Don  and  Dennis  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Team  of  Greenville,  Miss., 
led  in  the  revival  held  at  Bird’s 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
recently.  The  team  members  are 
Don  Boyett,  Dennis  Day,  and  Cal¬ 
vin  Greene,  who  preach,  sing,  and 
teach  Bible  stories  through  ven¬ 
triloquism  during  the  hour  of  wor¬ 


ship.  The  church  was  filled  every 
night,  had  excellent  attendance  for 
the  morning  services,  and  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  was  filled  for  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hour  each  evening  after 
services. 

The  Rev.  Leon  Scott,  pastor, 
reports,  “The  presence  of  the 
Spirit  of  our  Lord  was  very  real, 
and  all  were  drawn  closer  to  one 
another,  and  to  Jesus  Christ  our 
Saviour.  ” 


Don  Boyett,  Calvin 
Greene,  and  Dennis  Day 
(shown  from  left)  are 
shown  at  the  Bird's 
Chapel  Church  where 
they  recently  conducted 
a  revival.  Calvin  holds 
Dennis  O'Day,  who 
helped  with  the  Bible 
stories. 


ERNEST  CLINTON  ARNOLD,  JR. 

Ernest  Clinton  Arnold,  Jr.,  28,  a 
native  of  New  Orleans,  was  shot  to 
death  in  Atlanta,  July  28,  at  a  Bonanza 
Restaurant  where  he  had  been  manager 
for  a  year. 

He  attended  LSUNO  and  Centenary 
College  ,  and  was  a  member  of  Tau 
Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity.  He  was  also 
an  Eagle  Scout.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Betty  Hodges  and  his  daughter, 
Heather  Carol  Arnold,  2,  and  his  par¬ 
ents  who  are  members  of  Napoleon 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
senior  Arnold  was  attending  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Laymen’s  Retreat  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  when 
he  received  word  of  the  murder. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade  of  the  Na¬ 
poleon  Avenue  Church  and  the  Rev. 
Donice  Alverson  of  the  Lake  Vista 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  New  Orleans  STATES-ITEM 
carried  an  “Elegy  for  an  only  son  shot 
dead  far  from  home,”  written  by  Les 
Brumfield  of  the  editorial  staff, 
t 


FIRST  CHURCH,  LAFAYETTE 
welcomed  the  Rev.  Gary  Van  Horn 
to  the  pastorate  of  Davidson  Memo¬ 
rial  Church  in  Lafayette  by  having 
a  reception  in  his  honor,  Aug.  12. 
Mr,  Van  Horn  preached  at  the 
worship  service  preceding  the  re¬ 
ception.  First  Church  ministers 
are  the  Rev.  Jerry  Means  and  the 
Rev,  Rick  Hebert,  associate. 


SENIOR  HIGH  YOUTH  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  spent  a 
week  on  a  work  trip  to  Broken 
Bow,  Okla.  Their  work  included 
laying  300  feet  of  pipe  to  connect 
a  water  system  to  the  church, 
building  tables  and  chairs  for 
classrooms,  painting  the  interior 
and  exterior  of  the  church,  laying 
sidewalks,  and  clearing  a  wooded 
area.  After  their  return  on  July 
31,  the  Junior  Highs  left  for  the 
same  project  to  take  care  of  the 
clean-up.  The  young  people 
raised  $1,000  to  take  care  of  their 
expenses  and  supplies.  Dr,  Dana 
Dawson,  Jr.,  is  their  pastor. 

MORNING  SIDECHURCH  youth  of 
Shreveport  held  an  Activities 
Weekend  at  Lake  of  the  Pines, 
Aug.  10,  11,  and  12. 


MANSFIELD  WOMEN  HELD  the 
annual  Church  Women’s  Day  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  15,  Guest  speak¬ 
er  was  the  executive  director  of 
MacDonell  United  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Services,  Houma,  G.  J. 
Bridges,  ACSW,  LSCSW.  Officers 
were  installed  before  the  noon 
luncheon. 


THE  REV.  CHARLES  WALKER, 
Jr.,  h  as  been  a  patient  in  the 
Cameron  Community  Hospital, 
Cameron,  Mo.,  64429,  since  July 
11  when  he  suffered  a  heart  attack 
while  visiting  in  Cameron.  In  his 
absence,  the  Jefferson  United 
Methodist  Church  pulpit  in  New 
Orleans  is  being  supplied  by  lay- 
youth  and  visiting  speakers. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading:,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 


Aug.  19 — Sunday  Psalm  S?:!-? 

Aug.  20  . Psalm  46:1-11 

Aug.  21  Psalm  91:1-16 

Aug.  22  Isaiah  41:10-13,  43:1-2 

Aug.  23  . 2  Cor.  4:7-18 

Aug.  24  . Janies  1:2-4,  12 

Aug.  25  1  Peter  3:12-18 


Aug.  26— Sunday  .  Deut.  8:2-14 


JoeyLobell  is  shown  with  his  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Carey  Martin  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Denham 
Springs,  joey  was  recommended  by 
the  Charge  Conference  on  Aug.  5  for 
license  to  preach.  He  is  a  sophomore 
at  LSU  and  will  continue  his  studies 
there. 

t 

BROADMOOR  CHURCH  youth  of 
Baton  Rouge  held  Activities  Week 
for  senior  highs  Aug.  19-22.  Fea¬ 
tured  speakers  have  been  Danny 
Price  on  “How  to  be  a  Christian 
and  a  Businessman”;  Evans  Byrd 
on  the  Bible;  and  the  Rev.  Will 
Finnin  on  Ecology.  The  program 
included  a  party,  swimming  at 
Camp  Istrouma,  bowling  and  rol¬ 
lerskating. 

A  GROUP  OF  18  YOUTH  and  five 
adults  have  returned  from  a  week 
of  intercultural  exchange  of  faith 
and  love  at  Camp  Sierra  Linda, 
Monterrey,  Mexico,  The  Rev. 
Richard  Meek  of  the  Westlake 
United  Methodist  Church  was  the 
coordinator. 

“KEY  TO  THE  WEST:  A  Navajo 
Mission”  was  the  destination  of  a 
group  of  young  people  from  Noel 
Memorial  Church,  Shreveport,  for 
ten  days,  from  July  24  through 
August  4. 


P.K.  KORNER 

TERRY  ALLYN  LOWE  and  Ben 
Leslie  Westbrook  were  married  on 
Saturday,  July  28,  in  the  Claiborne 
United  Methodist  Church  of  West 
Monroe.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Terral  T.  Lowe  of 
West  Monroe,  where  he  is  pastor 
of  the  Claiborne  and  Wilhite 
Churches. 
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CERTIFICATION 
ADMINISTRATOR  NAMED 

EVANSTON,  ILL.  (UMI)  —  The 
Rev.  James  E.  Davis,  administrator 
of  the  Indiana  United  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home,  Lebanon,  has.  been 
elected  president  of  the  denomination’s 
Certification  Council.  The  selection 
came  as  the  group  organised  May  7 
for  the  1973-76  quadrennium. 

Established  by  the  1964  General 


Conference,  the  Certification  Council 
functions  in  relation  to  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  Division  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  to  implement 
approved  standards  and  goals  for  the 
organization  and  functioning  of  related 
health  and  welfare  agencies,  provide 
certification  for  units  meeting  stand¬ 
ards,  encourage  improved  services,  and 
foster  closer  relationships  between 
agencies  and  annual  conferences, 
t 


FLORENCE  KIRKPATRICK 

memorial  to  be  dedicated 

A  cross,  candlesticks  and  frontals 
for  the  altar  table  in  the  sanctuary  of 
St.  Luke  Church,  Shreveport,  will  be 
dedicated  as  a  memorial  to  Mrs.  Thom¬ 
as  E.  (Florence)  Kirkpatrick  at  the 
10:30  a.m.  worship  service  on  Sunday, 
August  26. 

Mrs.  Kirkpatrick  was  president  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  WSCS-WSG 
at  the  time  of  her  sudden  death  in 
September,  1972.  The  cross  is  a  spe¬ 
cial  one,  fashioned  out  of  black  walnut 


by  Allen  W.  Morgan,  a  member  of  the 
Cedar  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  believed  to  be  in  keeping 
with  Florence  Kirkpatrick’s  expressed 
view  of  the  symbolic  nature  of  the 
cross  of  Christ  and  the  Christian’s 
cross. 

An  invitation  is  extended  to  all 
Louisiana  Methodists,  particularly  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Women,  to  come  and 
share  in  the  dedication  service. 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Huffman  is  president  of 
United  Methodist  Women  at  St.  Luke’s, 
and  the  Rev.  James  M.  Poole  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

t 


The  new  officers  of  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  First  Church,  West 
Monroe,  were  elected  and  installed  in  July  following  a  covered  dish  sup¬ 
per.  The  closing  celebration  “Rejoice”  followed  in  the  sanctuary.  Shown 
in  the  picture  are,  front  row  from  the  right:  Mrs.  Virginia  Ward,  president; 
Mrs  Lucille  Goodwin,  vice  president;  Mrs.  Bobbie  Smith,  Supportive  Com¬ 
munity;  Mrs.  Pearl  Branch,  Flower  Committee;  Mrs.  Jean  Casey,  Resource 
Materials;  Mrs.  Hazel  McKee,  co-chairman  Christian  Social  Involvement. 
Back  row,  from  left:  Mrs.  Maida  Willis,  chairman  of  Nomination;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Taylor,  Flower  Committee;  Mrs.  Abbie  Leckie,  treasurer;  Mrs. 
Helen  Owen,  secretary;  Mrs.  Alline  Baxter,  membership;  Mrs.  Velma  Hib¬ 
bard,  assistant  treasurer;  Mrs.  Ruby  Hightower,  assistant  Resource 
Materials. 


Saint  Paul  Church  in 
Shreveport  climaxed  the 
twilight  Vacation  Church 
School  with  a  picnic  in 
Ford  Park.  Milton  A. 
Fletcher  was  dean.  At¬ 
tendance  totaled  150. 
BELOW:  students,  work¬ 
ers  and  teachers  are 
shown.  AT  RIGHT:  the 
Nursery  and  Kindergarten 
group. 


Concerned  teens  sponsor  Lafayette  program  for  children 


One  of  the  highlights  of  the  summer 
at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette  is  the  program  sponsored  by 
the  church  for  underprivileged  chil¬ 
dren.  This  is  the  third  year  that  this 
program,  staffed  by  members  of  the 
church,  has  been  held. 

The  program  encompasses  children 
from  age  four  through  youngsters  who 
are  going  into  the  seventh  grade  this 
fall.  Bus  transportation  is  funded  by 
the  Commission  on  Missions  of  the 
church.  The  program  runs  for  a  two 
week  period  and  features  training  and 
participation  in  many  different  types 
of  arts  and  crafts,  music,  physical  edu¬ 
cation,  directional  activities,  story  time, 
and  special  performances  by  other 
church  groups.  Many  of  the  activities 


take  place  in  Asbury’s  gymnasium. 

Working  in  the  program  are  75  vol¬ 
unteer  workers,  adults  and  teenagers. 
Hot  meals,  both  breakfast  and  lunch, 
are  prepared  every  day  by  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

This  is  a  facet  of  the  Youth  Minis¬ 
try  at  Asbury  and  is  a  part  of  ACT 
(Asbury  Concerned  Teens)  which  is 
the  outreach  program  of  the  Youth 
Division. 

Directors  of  this  years  program  are 
Mrs.  S.  Gayle  Perry,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Bob 
Atkinson,  Mrs.  Robyn  LeBleu,  Larry 
Bobbett,  and  Jim  Broussard.  Open 
House  for  parents  and  interested  peo¬ 
ple  was  held  Thursday,  July  12. 

The  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway  is  min¬ 
ister  of  Asbury. 

t 
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7^e  SuK€t€Uf^  ScAmI 

by  Dr.  James  Workman 


LESSON  FOR  AUGUST  26: 


Redemptive  Love  in  Action 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Matthew  12:43-45; 
Mark  2:13-17;  Luke  15:11-32;  1  Corinthians 
9:19-23;  Galatians  5:25  through  6:5. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Bear  one  another’s  bur¬ 
dens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ.  Galatians 
6:2 

AIM  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  help  us  in  the  church 
to  live  the  redeeming  love  of  Christ  in  the 
church,  meeting  needs  in  every  instance  in  which 

we  find  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  persons. 

*  *  * 


“Make  the  most  of  your  time,  for  these  are  evil 
days,”  is  Mr.  Moffatt’s  translation  of  Ephesians  5: 
16,  which  comes  to  mind  in  this  closing  study  of 
the  lessons  for  this  quarter.  We  have  refreshed  our 
knowledge  and  wisdom  in  learning  anew  the  Ten 
Commandments  and  renewing  our  covenant  relation 
with  God  through  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  who 
fulfills  these  commandments.  His  giving  us  the  great 
commandment,  the  new  commandment,  brings  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  into  fresh  unity  and  re¬ 
lationship  for  our  daily  Christian  life.  As  members 
of  the  body  of  Christ  in  the  church  we  are  daily 
confronted  with  new  opportunities  for  witnessing 

our  own  New  Testament  of  Christ’s  living  spirit. 

*  *  * 

“HELP  CARRY  ONE  ANOTHER’S  BURDENS” 

In  a  way  we  can  obey  the  law  of  Christ.  “Help 
carry  one  another’s  burdens,”  is  Paul’s  teaching  of 
this  way  for  the  Galatian  Christians.  This  echoes 
the  phrase  in  Jesus’  prayer  in  John  17:19:  “And  for 
their  sake  I  dedicate  myself  to  you,  in  order  that 
they,  too,  may  be  truly  dedicated  to  you.”  Jesus’ 
way  of  life  in  the  days  of  his  flesh  was  one  of  bur¬ 
den  bearing  and  lifting.  From  infancy  to  adolence 
it  was  a  family  fellowship  at  home,  school,  church, 
and  community  of  neighbors.Through  adolescence  into 
young  manhood  his  carpenter’s  eighteen  hidden  years 
were  silent  years  of  preparation.  Then  the  revelation 
of  approximately  three  years  were  his  most  fruitful 
years  of  fellowship  with  his  chosen  apostles  after 
baptism,  calling  of  the  twelve,  and  the  teaching,  heal¬ 
ing  and  preaching  ministries.  The  needs  of  each  per¬ 
iod  of  his  life  are  met  in  the  daily  contact  with  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  varying  life  situations.  His  heart  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  cries  of  the  poor  and  the  rich,  the 
saints  and  the  hypocrites,  the  blind  and  the  seeing, 
the  deaf  and  the  hearing,  the  dumb  and  the  speak^- 
ing,  children  and  youth  and  adults,  widows  and  or¬ 
phans,  an  only  child  and  the  children  in  the  large 
family,  his  own  close  family  members  and  the  prodi¬ 
gal  daughters  and  sons,  prostitute  and  prophet.  His 
was  a  total  ministry  in  the  spiritual  succession  of  the 
prophets,  and  his  life  is  our  gospel  to  relive  in  his 
spirit. 

*  *  * 

THE  LEGEND  OF  SAINT  CHRISTOPHER 

An  early  Christian  story  of  Saint  Christopher 
tells  of  the  priest  walking  to  a  river.  There  he  saw 
a  child  who  could  not  wade  across.  He  took  the  child 
in  his  arms  and  carried  him  across.  He  found  that 
the  one  he  carried  was  the  Christ.  It  recalls  the 
spirit  of  Jesus’  word,  “Inasmuch  as  you  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  important  of  these,”  the  hun¬ 
gry,  thirsty,  naked,  sick,  prisoner,  or  stranger,  “you 
have  done  it  unto  me.”  This  awareness  is  the  dyna¬ 


mic,  the  source  of  strength  and  ability  to  live  in 
Jesus’  way.  It  is  a  law  of  dynamics  that  energy 
matches  the  load  at  it’s  maximum  with  the  maximum 
load.  Such  is  the  law  of  the  life  in  Christ.  Each  of 
us  bears  his  own  burden  by  bearing  one  another’s 
burden,  fulfilling  the  law  of  Christ  in  love.  We  are 
to  love  one  another  as  he  loves  us! 

*  #  * 

WHO  NEEDS  ACTS  OF  REDEEMING  LOVE? 

“It’s  me,  it’s  me,  it’s  me  O  Lord,  standing  in  the 
need  of  prayer,”  is  an  American  folk  song.  That’s 
part  of  it.  The  song  continues,  “It’s  not  the  preacher 
nor  the  deacon  ,  .  .,  not  my  mother  nor  my  sister, 
but  it  s  me,  O  Lord,  standing  in  the  need  of  prayer.” 
Each  of  us  needs  the  redeeming  love  of  God  for 
help  in  bearing  our  own  personal  burden. 

The  memory  selection  gives  Paul’s  answer  to 
meeting  our  own  need.  It  is  in  receiving  God’s  for¬ 
giving  and  energizing  presence  in  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  “We  share  each  other’s  woes,  Our  mutual 
burdens  bear.  And  often  for  each  other  flows  the 
sympathizing  tear.”  (John  Fawcett,  in  his  hymn) 
“Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds,”  expresses  this  truth.  As 
members  of  the  body  of  Christ  in  the  church  we  are 
mutually  members  one  of  another. 

Jesus  saw  the  tax  collectors  and  sinners  and  ate 
with  them.  He  was  criticized  by  “the  best  people,” 
the  scribes  and  Pharisees  for  this.  He  replied  that 
he  came  to  call  sinners,  not  the  righteous.  The  needy 
were  to  have  the  healing  of  the  Great  Physician.  Is 
there  anyone  who  does  not  stand  in  the  need  of  the 
Great  Physician,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord?  The  gospel 
song,  “The  Great  Physician  now  is  near”  gives  the 
answer  to  our  need. 

In  this  last  lesson  of  the  series.  Bishop  Tullis 
reminds  us  that  every  one  in  his  “age  and  station” 
stands  in  need  of  the  supporting  love  of  God  in  the 
Christian  community,  the  church.  Children  need 
Christian  home  care.  Youth  are  searching  for  mean¬ 
ing,  and  purpose;  what  things  should  come  first  in 
life’s  choices.  Young  married  persons  make  great 
ventures  into  new  jobs,  families,  and  financial  de¬ 
cisions  that  are  always  changing.  Middle  aged  per¬ 
sons  look  for  direction  and  encouragement  that  the 
church  can  give.  Aging  persons  face  changes  in 
health,  family  relationships,  financial  readjustments, 
and  patterns  of  behaviour  that  “the  calendars”  make 
necessary. 

Richard  T.  Lee  is  credited  with  the  photograph 
in  today’s  Bible  Study  Series,  picturing  a  weak,  spirit¬ 
less  person  in  advanced  age,  holding  arms  crossed, 
while  a  person  facing  him,  places  his  right  hand  on 
the  left  shoulder  of  the  weakened  man.  Truly,  its 
“a  great  thing,  O  my  brother,  to  place  a  hand  upon 
your  shoulder,  in  a  friendly  sort  of  way.” 

In  presenting  the  “Main  Question”  in  Lesson 
Annual,  Dr.  Laymon  tells  of  Lou  Marsh,  twenty- 
nine  year  old  black  man  in  New  York  City.  He  was 
killed  by  a  group  of  young  gangsters  he  tried  to 
reconcile  in  a  black  Puerto  Rican  fight.  He  assured 
his  mother,  “I’ll  be  all  right.  I  can  take  care  of  my¬ 
self.  Besides,  somebody  has  to  do  the  job.”  At  29 

or  97,  needs  are  met  at  the  cost  of  the  cross. 

*  *  * 

HOME  BIBLE  STUDY  SUGGESTS 
ACTS  OF  REDEEMING  LOVE 

Luke  7:36-50,  presents  the  understanding  love 
Jesus  gave.  Luke  15:1-7  shows  the  loving  care  of 
Jesus  for  sinners  and  “respectable  persons.”  Luke 
15:1 1-32  reveals  love  in  a  Father’s  care  and  a  “joy¬ 
ful  homecoming.”  Galatians  6:1-10  gives  the  con¬ 


text,  the  larger  portion  of  scripture,  which  includes 
the  memory  selection  on  bearing  one  another’s  bur¬ 
dens.”  I  Corinthians  9:19-23  records  Paul’s  example 
in  his  ministry  of  love.  James  1:22-27  shows  the 
meaniiig  of  love  in  listening  to  truth  and  living  an 
unspotted  life  in  the  world.  These,  passages,  with 
the  quoted  ones  in  the  lesson  text,  show  the  disci¬ 
plined  life  living  love  in  action. 

Professor  William  Baird,  of  Texas  Christian  Uni¬ 
versity,  writes  in  “The  Interpreter’s  One  Volume 
Commentary  on  the  Bible,”  that  the  parable  of  the 
prodigal  son  teaches  two  truths  about  love.  God’s 
compassionate  love  receives  and  restores  the  penitent 
prodigal  sinner.  God’s  love  is  rejected  by  the  un¬ 
repentant  elder  son,  Pharisee.  The  largest  portion  of 
scripture  reference  in  this  lesson  is  the  record  of 
Luke  in  the  fifteenth  chapter  revealing  the  compas¬ 
sionate  love  of  God  to  all  men. 

*  *  * 

REVELATIONS  OF  GOD’S  REDEEMING  LOVE 

In  “The  Adult  Leader,”  John  D.  Humphrey 
quotes  the  late  Dr.  Ralph  W.  Sockman  in  his  book, 
“Man’s  First  Love,”  as  follows:  “The  Mosaic  code 
calls  men  to  keep  its  laws;  Christ  calls  men  to  keep 
his  love,  “even  as  I  have  loved  you.”  Law  is  con¬ 
forming,  love  is  creative  and  transforming.  Christ- 
like  love  sets  no  limits  to  which  it  will  go.  “Love 
bears  all  things,  believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things, 
endures  all  things.  Love  never  ends!” 

*  *  * 

PERSONS  WITNESS  GOD’S  REDEEMING  LOVE 

“When  the  high  heart  we  magnify,  and  the  clear 
vision  celebrate,  and  worship  greatness  passing  by, 
ourselves  are  great,”  is  the  word  of  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  which  sets  the  theme  of  this  lesson’s  closing. 

Harris  Franklin  Rail  wrote  a  small  book,  “The 
Christian  Faith  and  Way,”  in  which  he  wrote  about 
the  greatest  subjects  for  our  lifetime  to  consider. 
God,  man,  history,  and  God’s  way  of  life  for  men 
and  nations;  our  hope  for  life  to  come.  It  is  simple, 
brief  and  revealing  of  the  meanings  of  the  principal 
words  used  in  the  Christian  religion.  “Jesus  sug¬ 
gests  two  tests  .  .  .  “obedient  faith;”  and  “the  spirit 
of  love,  the  spirit  of  the  Father,  shown  in  love  and 
service  to  all  in  any  need.”  Matthew  7:21-27;  Matt¬ 
hew  25:31-46.  Many  who  knew  Dr.  Rail  think  of 
him  incarnating  this  redeeming  spirit  of  love. 

Dr.  B.  Harvie  Branscomb  wrote  in  “The  Mes¬ 
sage  of  Jesus”:  “Jesus  talked  about  a  new  character, 
life  lived  in  ordinary  surroundings  from  a  new  cen¬ 
ter.  In  him  we  see  what  such  a  life  actually  means 
.  .  .,  the  words  of  Jesus  are  most  valuable  as  show¬ 
ing  the  kind  of  heart  and  soul  from  which  they 
sprang;  we  strive  always  behind  the  deed  or  the  word 
to  apprehend  that  the  life  of  Jesus  was  his  greatest 
gift  to  the  world.” 

Dr,  Smiley  Blanton,  psychiatrist,  wrote  “Love 
or  Perish.”  There  is  no  love  but  truth.  “Self  dis¬ 
covery,  faith,  truth,  —  through  these  we  bring  love 
into  our  lives,  ourselves  become  lovable,  and  so 
reach  out  to  forge  with  our  fellowmen  the  enduring 
bonds  that  preserve  life.” 

Rita  F.  Snowden,  in  “The  Time  of  our  Lives” 
(Abingdon  Press)  quotes  Canon  Raven,  “It  is  here 
and  now  that  the  Son  of  God  is  discovered  ...  in 
the  face  of  death  that  the  gate  of  life  is  opened.”  “1 
claim  the  blessing  now,”  said  Charles  Wesley. 

The  Christian  faith  is  commitment  to  Christ  .  .  ., 
(lie  love  of  God,  and  his  empowerment  to  love  God, 
and  our  neighbor  as  ourselves.  The  next  quarter’s 
lesson  will  be  of  your  own  choosing. 
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From  Our  Readers 


"We  can  and  should  learn  from  each  other  .  .  .  " 


Dear  Brother  Workman: 

My  letter  is  in  regard  to  the  article 
in  last  week’s  paper  by  Rev.  Herman 
Bonds,  entitled  “Are  United  Methodist 
Youth  being  ‘lured  away  from  their 
churches?’  ”  At  the  present  my  reaction 
can  be  summed  up  in  about  three 
points.  (I’ll  leave  off  the  poem  this 
time.) 

First,  the  groups  referred  to  in  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism  to 
the  Annual  Conference  were  only  two 
— the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes 
and  Young  Life.  Campus  Crusade  and 
Faith  at  Work  were  not  included  as 
indicated  in  the  Editor’s  note.  We 
selected  FCA  and  Young  Life  because 
some  members  of  our  Board  had  had 
personal  experiences  with  each  group; 
and,  we  felt  both  groups  were  repre¬ 
sentative  of  a  positive  style  of  evange¬ 
lism  we  wanted  to  encourage. 

Second,  the  question,  “Are  United 
Methodist  Youth  being^  ‘lured  away 
from  their  churches?’,”  is  one  that 
most  of  us  face  from  time  to  time, 
either  from  “outside  groups”  or  from 
other  denominations.  It  is  true  that 
some  of  our  youth  are  having  their 
spiritual  needs  met  by  these  other 
groups.  Where  this  is  being  done,  then, 
I  say  more  power  to  them.  But,  let’s 
also  remember  this:  When  our  youth 
are  “lured”  away,  the  attraction  is  very 
often  the  strong  personality  of  a  youth 
director  or  counselor,  sometimes  a  pas¬ 
tor  with  special  appeal,  a  girl  friend  or 
boy  friend,  or  just  belonging  to  a 

group.  .  .  ,  . 

But  these  are  legitimate  relationships 
which  need  not  threaten  us  as  pastors. 
In  fact,  we  can  learn  from  them.  But 
first,  we  have  to  be  honest  and  admit 
that  it  is  not  our  great  preaching  and 
theology  that  attracts  the  youth.  Our 
primary  attractiveness  is  in  being  a 
pastor  and  friend  they  can  trust.  But 
this  takes  time  and  energy.  We  have 
to  be  with  them,  play  and  laugh  with 
them,  love  them,  and  give  them  a 
chance  to  know  and  love  us  as  pastors 
and  persons.  I  firmly  believe  this  kind 
of  relationship  will  withstand  any 
phony  “luring  away”  from  the  outside. 
And  even  better,  it  creates  an  atmos¬ 
phere  in  which  some  of  our  most  ef¬ 
fective  evangelism  can  take  place.  For 
here,  we  can  help  our  youth  to  feel 
their  heart  “strangely  warmed”  by  the 
presence  and  power  of  Christ,  and  we 
can  lead  them  into  a  personal,  mean¬ 
ingful,  and  enduring  commitment  to 
Him  as  their  Lord  and  Savior. 

My  third  point  is  that  I  strongly 
hope  the  discussion  provoked  by  the 
inclusion  of  the  FCA  and  Young  Life 
in  our  Board’s  report  will  not  diminish 
or  obscure  other  matters  of  impor¬ 
tance,  which  were  also  a  part  of  our 


report.  Our  business  is  Christian 
Evangelism,  and  that’s  a  lot  bigger 
than  any  one  Board,  group,  or  church. 
None  of  us  has  all  the  answers.  Each 
of  us  has  only  partial  answers,  and  we 
can  and  should  learn  from  each  other. 
It  is  imperative  that  we  use  every 
legitimate  means,  take  every  fair  and 
honest  advantage  open  to  us,  and  al¬ 
ways  be  alert  to  opportunities  to  share 
our  faith  in  Christ  constructively  and 
creatively;  and,  like  Paul  “become  all 
things  to  all  men,  that  (we)  might  by 
all  means  save  some.”  And  “do  it  all 
for  the  sake  of  the  gospel,  that  (we) 
may  share  in  its  blessings.”  (I  Corin¬ 
thians  9:22,  23) 

I  appreciate  your  “From  our  Read¬ 
ers”  column.  It  helps  to  promote  a 
positive  and  healthy  mood  among  us; 
it  gives  me  a  chance  to  share  these 
gems  of  wisdom  with  you;  and  most  of 
all,  I  believe  it  gives  us  able  assistance 
in  making  an  effective  witness  for  our 
Lord. 

Fred  H.  Arnold  Chairman 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism 
t 

On  “tongues”  and  healing 
Dear  Sir: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  your 
editorial  entitled  “What  about  Tongues 
Speaking  and  Faith  Healing?” 

Your  points  are  well  made;  there 
is  room  in  the  church  today  for  both 
of  the  gifts  of  the  H>^ly  Spirit  men¬ 
tioned  as  well  as  the  other  ones  listed 
in  1st  Cor.  Chapter  13  and  14. 

Perhaps  the  confusion  would  be 
cleared  away  if  more  teaching  con¬ 
cerning  the  Holy  Spirit  and  his  gifts 
was  given  in  the  church. 

It  is  my  personal  belief  that  all  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  potentially  avail¬ 
able  for  the  person  whose  life  is  fully 
surrendered  to,  and  who  trusts  Christ 
completely. 

Furthermore  each  person  has  been 
given  at  least  one  of  the  gifts  to  em¬ 
power  him  or  her  in  their  particular 
ministry  or  calling.  These  are  to  be 
appropriated  through  faith  and  prayer 
and  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  for 
each  person. 

Some  would  use  the  manifestation 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  an  indicator  as 
to  whether  or  not  one  is  a  true  Chris¬ 
tian.  In  my  humble  opinion  this  should 
be  avoided  since  it  tends  to  divide  the 
church.  The  fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
evident,  in  a  person’s  life  is  the  only^ 
reliable*  guide. 

Sincerely  yours, 

F.  M.  Hilburn 

Chairman,  Administrative  Board 
United  Methodist  Church 
Cotton  Valley,  La.  71018 

t 


“Good  News” 
2000  United 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMC) 
—  With  evangelical  fervor  in  their 
hearts,  spirited,  revivalistic  preaching 
in  their  ears,  and  Bibles  and  tape  re¬ 
corders  under  their  arms,  some  2,000 
persons  trooped  across  this  venerable 
assembly  grounds  July  30- August  3  in 
the  fourth  “Convocation  of  United 
Methodists  for  Evangelical  Christian¬ 
ity.” 

While  similar  in  many  ways  to  the 
three  earlier  meetings  sponsored  by  the 
unofficial  Forum  for  Scriptural  Chris¬ 
tianity,  usually  known  as  the  Good 
News  movement,  there  was  one  major 
difference  —  little  overt  criticism  of 
official  United  Methodism  and  its 
leaders  in  platform  addresses  and  other 
meetings. 

Arkansan  presides 

“I’ve  heard  more  affirmative  state¬ 
ments  of  love  and  support  for  United 
Methodism  this  week  than  in  any 
church  meeting  for  years,”  was  the 
way  the  Rev.  J.  Frank  Warden,  Jr.,  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  summed  up  the  week  as 
he  presided  over  the  final  session. 
(Warden  is  a  native  of  North  Little 
Rock  and  a  student  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  S.M.U.,  Dallas).  Other 
like  comments  were  heard  at  various 
times  during  the  meeting. 

Not  that  dissatisfaction  with  church 
leaders  and  programs  'which  helped  to 
found  the  Good  News  movement  has 
disappeared.  It  seemed  to  an  observer 
to  be  lying  still  just  below  the  surface 
and  occasionally  bubbled  through,  but 
the  overall  feeling  was  rather  different 
from  previous  convocations  when  par¬ 
ticipants  reserved  their  most  fervent 
“Amens”  and  loudest  applause  for  at¬ 
tacks  by  speakers  on  the  “establish¬ 
ment.” 

More  "acceptance” 

Asked  by  reporters  if  this  repre¬ 
sented  a  switch  in  Good  News  policy, 
convocation  leaders  said  that  speakers 
never  had  been  told  what  to  say  and 
the  change  this  year  was  not  the  re¬ 
sult  of  any  plan.  The  Rev.  Charles 
Keysor,  Wilmore,  Ky.,  introduced  here 
as  the  “father”  of  Good  News  move¬ 
ment  and  editor  of  its  magazine,  said 
that  perhaps  the  apparent  change  was 
the  result  of  great  acceptance  of  evan¬ 
gelicals  in  official  circles. 

The  attendance  of  2,085  was  a  rec¬ 
ord  for  such  a  convocation,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Michael  Walker,  Green¬ 
ville,  Texas,  chairman  of  the  convoca¬ 
tion’s  steering  committee. 

It  appeared  that  the  2,000  persons 
included  no  more  than  a  score  of  min¬ 
ority  persons,  most  of  them  blacks 
from  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


meet  attracts 
Methodists 

Seminar  sessions  included  marriage 
and  family  life,  “saving”  the  Sunday 
school,  Bible  study,  evangelism,  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  prayer,  renewal 
groups  and  “lay  survival  in  hostile  sur¬ 
roundings.”  There  also  were  extensive 
programs  for  children  and  for  youth. 

There  were  numerous  prayer  groups 
held  throughout  the  grounds,  and  there 
were  reports  of  some  persons  speaking 
in  tongues. 

To  study  crisis  in  missions 

For  the  first  time,  a  Good  News 
Convocation  became  the  source  of 
united  action  for  the  denomination’s 
unofficial  evangelical  movement,  also 
known  as  “Forum  for  Scriptural  Chris¬ 
tianity  Within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.”  Dr.  David  A.  Seamands, 
Good  News  Bo5'’-4  Vice-Chairman  and 
head  of  the  group’s  Missions  Task 
Force,  told  the  convocation  of  the 
Good  News  board  decision  to  call  a 
church-wide  evangelical  missions  con¬ 
sortium. 

“It  will  be  a  think-tank,”  he  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  press,  “by  which  25-50 
evangelicals  will  explore  ways  to  solve 
the  crisis  in  our  denomination’s  foreign 
missionary  program.  Invitations  will  be 
extended  to  a  wide  range  of  concerned 
United  Methodist  evangelicals,  some  of 
whom  have  not  identified  with  Good 
News.”  The  Board  also  announced 
completion  of  the  first  phase  of  a  long- 
range  policy  plan  for  the  Movement. 

Bishop  Hunt  welcomes,  cautions 

The  convocation  was  welcomed  to 
Junaluska  by  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt, 
Jr.,  of  the  Charlotte  Area,  who  said 
that  “anyone  should  have  known  that 
a  resurgence  of  evangelical  religion 
was  coming  because  it  had  been  so 
long  about  it.”  The  bishop  also  said 
there  was  more  friendliness  toward 
Good  News  in  the  Council  of  Bishops 
than  might  appear. 

Bishop  Hunt  cautioned  evangelicals 
against  false  doctrine,  Phariseeism, 
and  a  “superficial  instead  of  a  genuine 
social  conscience  and  consciousness.” 
“The  only  evangelical  movement  that 
can  survive,”  he  said,  “is  one  that  has 
a  forthright  position  on"  great  social 
issues.” 

Unlike  an  earlier  assertion  by  the 
bishop  concerning  an  overemphasis  on 
organizational  structure  in  the  church 
that  was  greeted  by  a  chorus  of 
“Amens”  from  the  crowded  Stuart 
Auditorium,  the  call  for  a  forthright 
social  issues  position  was  heard  in 
silence. 

t 


BERGEN,  N.Y.  —  A  tent  frames  participants  in  a 
revival  meeting  in  Bergen,  N.Y.  Some  1000  per-^ 
sons  attended  the  meeting,  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  churches  of  the  com- 
rhunity  as  a  part  of  a  week  of  renewal,  to  hear  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest.  Father  Francis  McNutt, 
O.P.,  offer  an  explanation  of  the  healing  ministry. 
(RNS  Photo) 
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Conservatives^  fundamentalists 
most  critical 


NORTHFIELD,  Minn.  (RNS)  — 
The  charismatic  or  neo-Pentecostal 
movement  was  reported  here  to  receive 
more  criticism  from  conservative  and 
fundamentalist  Christians  than  from 
moderates  and  liberals. 

Dr.  Erling  Jorstad,  history  professor 
at  St.  Olaf  College  and  a  student  of 
the  movement,  suggested  some  reasons 
for  this  “surprising”  development  when 
he  lectured  on  the  movement  at  a  sum¬ 
mer  theological  conference  at  the 
American  Lutheran  school. 

He  said  it  was  “surprising”  since 
the  new  Pentecostals  and  the  conserva¬ 
tives  seem  to  share  so  much. 

Dr.  Jorstad,  while  emphasizing  he 
claimed  no  infallibility  for  his  analysis 
offered  this  explanation  as  to  why 
“the  more  conservative-minded  stand 
in  sharp  disagreement  with  most  new 
charismatics,”  he  said. 

— “Many  conservative  church  groups 
maintain  their  own  mid-week  or  Sun¬ 
day  evening  prayer  meetings  .  .  .  . 
Hence,  they  find  little  need  for  an 
additional  mid-week  meeting,  such  as 
the  new  Pentecostals  conduct. 

— ^“The  conservatives  fear  that  the 
teaching  and  practice  of  Baptism  in 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  speaking  in  tongues 
will  seriously  disrupt  and  most  likely 
break  apart  their  own  theology  which 


rests  on  the  belief  that  the  Christian 
belief  can  be  clearly  defined  and  un¬ 
derstood  by  precisely  worked  doc¬ 
trines  .  .  . 

“It  appears  that  the  conservatives 
fear  the  new  charismatic  manner  of 
interpreting  the  Scriptures,  just  as  do 
the  more  liberal  groups.” 

— “Conservatives  and  fundamental¬ 
ists  have  had  considerably  more  exper¬ 
ience  in  this  century  with  itinerant 
faith  healers,  revivalist  ministers  and 
free-lance  preachers  than  have  the 
members  of  the  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions,  where  the  new  Pentecostalism 
is  the  strongest. 

— “Conservatives  fear  that  they  can¬ 
not  control  the  movement  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  by  the  more  traditional  means 
of  formal  denominational  decree  and 
established  church  programs  .  .  . 

— “Many  conservatives  join  with 
liberals  in  concluding  that  many  of  the 
more  controversial  new  charismatic 
practices  are  understandable  almost 
entirely  in  human  terms,  generally  as 
seen  and  interpreted  by  psychology  or 
linguistics  .  .  .” 

Dr.  Jorstad  is  the  author  of  The 
Holy  Spirit  in  Today’s  Church,  a 
Handbook  of  the  New  Pentecostalism, 
to  be  published  Oct.  8  by  Abingdon 
Press,  A 


History  of  Jurisdiction' s 
minorities  to  be  published 


DALLAS,  Tex.  (UMN)  —  Authors 
for  the  history  of  ethnic  minorities  in 
the  eight-state  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  been  announced  here  by  Dr. 
Walter  N,  Vernon. 

Dr.  Vernon,  recently  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  jurisdictional  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History,  and  a  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  resident,  said  he  will  write 
the  American  Indian  section  of  the 
brief  history. 

Dr.  Grant  S.  Shockley,  professor  of 
Christian  education  at  Chandler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  will  author  the 
Black  section. 

The  Hispanic-American  section  will 
be  written  by  Dr.  Alfredo  Nanez,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Hispanic  studies  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas. 

The  entire  history  from  the  respec¬ 


tive  origins  of  the  ethnic  groups  will 
be  included. 

“Space  limitations  will  dictate  that 
the  pattern  should  center  on  the  ethnic 
group  as  a  whole,”  said  Dr,  Vernon. 
“The  brief  history  can  not  be  tied  to  a 
narrowly  limited  structure.” 

The  history  was  authorized  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  on 
Ministries  last  February  with  a  pro¬ 
posed  publication  date  of  October 
1975.  The  Commission  expects  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  completed  manuscripts  to  the 
publisher  in  two  years. 

Focus  of  the  American  Indian  sec¬ 
tion  is  expected  to  be  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Mission  Conference  and  its  an¬ 
cestors. 

The  first  manuscripts  of  the  new 
historical  work  are  expected  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Commission  for  review 
in  September  of  1974. 


PREPARATION 


Under  the  watchful  eyes  of  his  pet  cat,  a  little  boy  works  diligently  at 
his  penmanship,  getting  ready  for  the  school  days  ahead.  (RNS  Photo) 


ST.  LOUIS  -  Dr.  Richard  R.  Caemmerer,  senior  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Concordia  Seminary,  St.  Louis,  reads  a  "Declaration  of  Protest  and  Con¬ 
fession”  signed  by  50  of  Concordia’s  60  teachers.  It  served  notice  that 
the  majority  of  the  faculty  of  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  school 
would  not  bow  to  conservative  doctrinal  policies  endorsed  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  triennial  General  Convention.  The  document  purported  that  the 
leadership  of  the  church  and  the  majority  of  convention  delegates  -  not 
the  Concordia  faculty  — are  abridging  Lutheran  standards.  The  convention 
had  concluded  that  most  Concordia  professors  taught  false  doctrine,  (RNS 
Photo) 


Methodist 
meet  in 

BRISTOL  (RNS)  —  Some  of  the 
most  prominent  Methodist  historians 
of  the  United  States,  Britain  and  Eur¬ 
ope  met  at  Wesley  College  here  for 
the  first  regional  meeting  of  the  World 
Methodist  Historical  Society. 

The  five-day  conference  was  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  Dr.  Frederick  E.  Maser, 
executive  secretary  of  the  society  which 
traces  its  origins  to  the  organization  in 
1911  of  the  ‘Methodist  Historical  Un¬ 
ion,’  later  called  the  ‘Ecumenical 
Methodist  Historical  Union’  and  even¬ 
tually  ‘The  International  Methodist 
Historical  Society.” 

Altogether,  60  historians  attended 
the  conference  and  discussed  Metho¬ 
dism  in  its  cultural  and  evangelical 
context.  Several  papers  were  read  by 
top  scholars.  Dr.  Robert  E.  L.  Beard¬ 
en,  pastor  of  Little  Rock’s  First 
Church,  was  one  of  those  attending 
from  the  United  States.  He  is  a  past 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Society. 

The  lecture  theme  of  Dr.  Albert  C. 
Outler,  noted  theologian  from  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University  at  Dallas, 


historians 

England 

Texas,  was  “The  Relevance  of  John 
Wesley’s  thought  for  Today,”  while 
Dr.  Maldwyn  L.  Edwards,  a  former 
British  Methodist  Conference  presi¬ 
dent  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
greatest  living  authorities  on  the  Wes¬ 
leys,  spoke  on  “Methodism  in  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Society  of  the  19th  Century.” 

Asked  by  the  Methodist  Recorder 
to  give  his  reactions  to  the  charismatic 
movement.  Dr.  Outler  said,  “it  is  the 
liveliest  single  sign  of  yet  another 
spiritual  awakening  in  our  contempor¬ 
ary  religious  situation. 

“It  is  not  without  danger,  excesses 
and  crudities,  but  nor  was  early  Meth¬ 
odism, 

“It  dismays  me  a  little  to  hear  con¬ 
temporary  English  Methodism  talking 
about  the  charismatic  renewal  in  much 
the  same  way  as  the  18th  Century 
Bishop  of  London  talked  about  the 
Wesleys  and  their  ‘enthusiasm’  and  to 
hear  staid  establishment-minded  Meth¬ 
odists  talking  about  the  charismatic  re¬ 
newal  in  the  same  vein,  as  if  it  were 
some  danger  to  a  Christianity  that  has, 
indeed,  grown  too  dull.” 


Heifer  Project  routes 
2000  cattle  to  Indians 


LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (RNS)— 
Heifer  Project  International  is  launch¬ 
ing  the  biggest  project  of  its  kind  ever 
tackled  by  the  28-year-old  organiza¬ 
tion  —  a  Fall  round-up  of  2,000  head 
of  cattle  for  distribution  to  nine  Amer¬ 
ican  Indian  tribes. 

Thurl  Metzger,  HPI’s  international 
program  director,  announced  that  it 
has  entered  into  agreements  with  lead¬ 
ers  on  several  reservations  to  provide 
herds  of  good  breeding  stock.  Tribal 
herds  will  be  maintained  as  “cattle 
banks,”  to  make  allocations  to  4-H 
and  F.F.A.  club  members  and  to  in¬ 
dividual  ranchers. 

Purebred  Angus,  Hereford,  or  other 
beef  cattle  are  needed  for  the  big 
round-up  of  2,000  head,  Mr.  Metz¬ 
ger  said.  He  pointed  out  that  good 
grade  animals  will  also  be  welcome. 

Animals  have  already  been  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  Papago  and  Pima  Indians 
in  Arizona,  the  Cattaragus  in  New 
York,  the  Cherokee  and  Kickapoo  In¬ 
dians  in  Oklahoma,  and  some  to  the 
Sioux  in  North  and  South  Dakota. 


Taking  part  in  the  program  are  the 
Sioux  at  Sisseton,  Pine  Ridge  and 
Rosebud  Reservations  in  South  Dako¬ 
ta;  Santee  Sioux  in  Niobrara,  Neb.; 
Three  Affiliated  Tribes  of  Ft.  Berthold 
Reservation  in  North  Dakota;  and 
three  Navajo  projects  in  Arizona  and 
New  Mexico. 

Webster  A.  Two  Hawk,  president 
of  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe,  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  Sioux  Tribes,  and 
a  former  Episcopal  priest  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  South  Dakota,  said  that  HPI 
had  given  animals  to  the  Rosebud  Res¬ 
ervation  last  March  during  the  peak  of 
violence  at  Wounded  Knee  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation.  He  emphasized 
that  most  Indians  today  are  interested 
in  developing  self-help  enterprises. 

Ed  Geers,  HPI’s  executive  director, 
suggested  that  churches,  service  clubs, 
and  cattlemen  might  want  to  get  to¬ 
gether  to  contribute  a  whole  truckload 
of  cattle.  Donors  will  be  invited  to  a 
Brotherhood  Pow-Wow  on  round-up 
day  when  the  animals  are  delivered,  he 
said. 
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Metro-Ministries  sponsor  varied  program  frompagetwo 


The  Shreveport  Metro-Ministries  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  mode  it 
possible  in  July  for  ghetto  children  and  youth  to  visit  city  and  state  ad¬ 
ministrative  offices.  A  group  of  20  children  from  the  Travis  Street  Cen¬ 
ter  made  a  tour  of  City  Hall.  Workers  in  the  Caddo-Bossier  Volunteer 
Service  conducted  the  tour  and  explained  the  offices  of  City  Commissioner, 
the  City  Courts,  City  Council,  and  City  Jail. 


The  Metro-Ministries’  field  trip  to  Baton  Rouge  involved  28  youth  and  five 
adults.  The  State  Capitol  tour  was  led  by  Leon  Tarver,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Commission  on  Inter-Governmental  Relations  and  James 
Donaldlin,  administrative  assistant  to  Governor  Edwin  Edwards.  All 
were  made  Colonels  on  the  Governor’s  Staff  and  allowed  to  sit  in  the 
governor’s  chair.  The  group  spent  the  night  on  the  campus  of  Southern 
University. 


Mr.  Sibley  was  born  in  Shreveport 
43  years  ago.  He  served  as  a  flier  in 
Korea  in  the  early  50’s  and  was  crip¬ 
pled  in  an  air  accident.  Following  the 
“police  action,”  he  went  to  Louisiana 
Tech  in  Ruston,  where  he  received  his 
B.S.  in  Business  Administration,  with 
minors  in  psychology  and  economics. 
He  is  married  and  is  the  father  of  three 
teenage  children. 

For  the  past  few  years  he  has  been 
an  automobile  salesman.  He  has  been 
active  in  the  boy  scouts,  the  youth  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Optimist  club,  and  very 
active  in  his  church,  the  North  High¬ 
lands  United  Methodist  Church,  where 
he  works  with  teenage  youth. 

Ehiring  a  period  of  intense  depres¬ 
sion,  he  divorced  his  wife,  and  turned 
to  alcohol.  He  conquered  this,  and 
dedicated  his  life  to  working  with 
youth  through  civic  groups  and  the 
church. 

After  he  received  the  strong  spiritual 
message  in  April,  Mr.  Sibley  started 
making  contacts  with  Indian  education¬ 
al  and  other  institutions. 

He  has  been  accepted  to  work  with 
the  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School 
of  Farmington,  New  Mexico,  on  the 
sprawling  Navajo  Indian  reservation 
there,  which  encompasses  the  enor¬ 
mous  area  of  16  million  acres,  with  a 
population  of  134,000  Navajo  Indians. 

The  school  serves  more  than  300  In¬ 
dian  students,  with  250  in  a  boarding 
school.  It  is  the  oldest  mission  school 
for  Indians  in  the  nation,  having  been 
established  by  two  missionary  ladies 
that  year  from  Colorado.  It  is  a  junior 
high  and  senior  high  school,  with  a 
staff  of  37. 

He  will  serve  as  a  dormitory  coun¬ 
sellor,  a  “house  parent,”  and  will  con- 


The  emerging  ministry  of  the  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  recently  unveiled  a  mural  display  at 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  where  the  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  is  pastor.  The  mural, 
called  "I  Have  A  Dream”,  was  an  art  project  of  students  at  the  Shreveport  campus  of  Southern 
University,  where  Roosevelt  Daniels  is  chairman  of  the  Art  Department.  Two  of  the  artists  who  de¬ 
signed  the  mural,  depicted  the  struggles  for  freedom  and  justice  by  Black  Americans,  were  pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  program  of  Travis  Street  Center,  a  project  of  First  United  Methodist  Church.  The  art 
students  are  Raymond  Love  and  Robert  Lincoln. 


Bowling  was  a  summer 
pilot  project  of  the 
Shreveport  Metropolitan 
Ministry  to  teach  ghetto 
youth  how  to  bowl.  The 
program  was  launched 
through  the  Travis 
Street  Inner  City  Recre- 
creation  Center,  Mau¬ 
rice  Monroe,  director. 
Shown  at  the  Bruns¬ 
wick  Southgate  Lanes 
are,  from  left:  Joe  Boyd, 
Deloris  Thomas,  James 
Graham  and  Eunice  Ma¬ 
son. 


METHODIST 

CHILDREN’S 

HOME 

CHILD  CARE  WORKERS 
NEEDED:  Stable  and  mature 

couples  and  individuals.  Posi¬ 
tions  open  for  both  man  and 
woman  as  CHILD  CARE  STAFF; 
transportation;  recreation.  Write 
to  P.  0.  Drawer  H,  Ruston,  La., 
71270  or  call  (318)  255-5020  for 
applications. 


duct  a  flying  service  to  be  in  mission 
to  the  Indians.  Mr.  Sibley  has  applied 
for  a  local  preacher’s  license  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  with  plans 
to  complete  his  education  towards  full 
ordination  as  a  minister,  in  three  years. 

Mr.  Sibley  is  taking  the  new  venture 
on  faith.  He  has  turned  down  the  sal¬ 
ary  offered  by  the  school,  to  become 
a  “dollar  a  year”  man  for  the  school. 
For  financial  support  he  will  depend 
on  funds  he  has  himself,  with  the  hope 
of  interesting  various  churches  in  pro¬ 
viding  mission  funds  to  help. 

Mr.  Sibley  has  been  working  on  an 
autobiography  for  sometime,  telling  of 
his  life  experiences,  titled  “The  Long 
Road  Home.”  He  has  been  greatly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  a  close  personal  friend. 
Colonel  Robert  Scott,  author  of  “God 
is  my  Co-Pilot.” 

Mr.  Sibley  feels  that  the  strong  spir¬ 
itual  call  that  he  had  definitely  came 
from  God.  He  feels  that  this  is  his  call¬ 
ing;  what  he  was  born  to  do. 

He  leaves  August  15  to  start  a  new 
Ufe. 

t 


Peter  Doland  (above),  active  mem¬ 
ber  at  the  Lake  Arthur  Church,  was 
one  of  30  young  persons  from  Lake 
Charles  District  who  recently  took 
part  in  a  lO-day  work-mission  trip 
to  Sierra  Linda  in  Mexico  near  the 
city  of  Monterrey,  where  they  as¬ 
sisted  the  youth  of  a  Mexican  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  building  of  a 
church  camp. 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 

The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual,  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 
good  working  order. 

STOP  LIST 

GREAT 
8'  Open  Diap 
2*  Fifteenth 
8*  Trumpet 

CHOIR 
8'  Hohl  Flute 
8*  Dulciana 
8'  Clarinet 

SWELL 

8*  Geigen  Principal  (lower  12  pipes 

missing) 

73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
6 1  pipes 
73  pipes  {??) 
some  are  bad' 
ly  bent 


32  pipes 
12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 

Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 

For  more  information  write  P.O.BOX  1189 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  255-5901 


8*  Stopped  Flute 
8*  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8*  Voix  Celeste 
4'  Flute  Harm. 

2*  Flautino 
8'  Vox  Humano 


PEDAL 

16*  Major  Bass 

16*  Lieblich  Gedeckt 


73  pipes 
some  notes 
73  pipes 


(low  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
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Methodist  Senior  Highs  of  Slidell, 
led  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Tanner, 
made  a  trip  to  Florida,  July  30-Aug. 
5.  The  group  called  “Joyful  Noise” 
presented  a  service  of  Christian 
witness,  music  and  dialogue.  Mem¬ 
bers  participated  in  a  Noah’s  Ark 
Beach  Ministry  at  Panama  City,  a 
coffee  house  ministry  at  Tallahassee, 
an  evening  concert  at  Largo  and  led 
the  morning  worship  service  in  Pen¬ 
sacola.  The  group  has  been  working 
the  past  six  months  to  earn  funds  for 
the  trip.  They  are  shown  at  right  in  a 
worship  service  and,  below,  as  they 
prepared  to  depart. 


The  Bayou  Vista  Church,  Lafayette  District,  held 
vacation  church  school  with  a  total  of  57  students 
and  workers  attending.  The  Rev.  George  Sherman 
is  pastor  of  the  Bayou  Vista  and  Patterson  Churches. 


A  new  singing  group  called  “The  New  Life” has  been  formed  by  the  youth 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Denham  Springs  and  the  Live  Oak 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  director  is  Mrs.  Jim  De  Laune  of  Denham 
Springs. 


Children's  Activities  Week  at  Trinity,  Ruston 


This  account  is  reprinted  from  the  Trinity  Tidings 


/ 


Did  vou  see  a  sky  full  of  balloons  la^t  Friday  afternoon?  Those  85  balloons  all  had  Bible 
Jerse?  irthem.  They  were  released  by  boys  and  girls  of  TRINITY  as  their  way  of  spreading 

God’s  word  to  our  community.  It  was  the  climax  to  a  week  and^irteen  aqers 

the  theme  "Creation  and  Me."  Taking  part  were  139  children,  17  adults,  and  24  teen  agers. 

During  the  morning  four,  five,  and  six-year-olds  sang  and  played  and  created  things  to 
reoresent  their  discoveries  about  God's  creation.  The  story  hour  was  a  focal  point,  en- 
uPgefSjoS  brother  altivWes  of  the  day.  On  closing  day  each  Sjes  ed 

hadmade'^to  show  that  "God  loves  me!"  -  a  turtle  made  from  rock  and  Sc5otus 

to  make  a  banner,  a  picture  of  "me"  on  a  decorated  board,  paintings,  caterpillar,  octopus. 

The  older  boys  and  girls,  second  through  sixth  grade,  on  closing  day  rode  our 
to  TECH  stadium  to  launch  their  balloons,  then  went  to  TOMA  LODGE.  The  woods  were  the  set¬ 
ting  of  a  drama  showing  Noah  taking  animals  into  the  ark  and  to  His  ^p 

in  the  sign  of  the  rai^ow.  Another  group  presented  an  ^ferpretive  dance  Jo  Jhe  hymn 

on  the  meaning  of  comnunion,  then  served  the  Lord  ^  J  ?  Choir^summed  up  the  week 

?7sLgTng"JK^er?;rrw:rk.'SS,1r1:ir;ioS^r2eauS?u^“^^^^ 

day  to  boys  and  girls  and  their  families  -  about  145  people  every  day.  Norma  Roots,  our 
church  hostess,  prepared  tasty  lunches. 


f 
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A  glzince  at  the  calendar  indicates  that  four  national  meetings 
of  boards  or  agencies  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  are  to  be  held 
in  New  Orleans  this  autumn.  We  are  flattered  that  our  city  has  been 
selected  as  the  site  for  these  important  gatherings .  Their  coming  re¬ 
minds  me  of  our  world -wide  connectional  commitment  to  advance 
Christ's  cause  through  our  giving  and  stewardship,  and  I  hope  our  con¬ 
ference  will  not  be  remiss  in  its  loyal  support  of  certain  benevolent 
items . 

Summer  is  a  good  time  for  each  local  church  treasurer  and 
finance  commission  to  give  careful  attention  to  annual  conference 
commitments.  We  wish  to  continue  the  splendid  record  made  by  the 
conference  as  reported  in  its  recent  session  and  trust  that  all  charges 
will  be  reported  "in  full"  when  the  year  ends. 


Faithfully, 


Lthe 

ouisiam 

(D6tho6ist 

25th  YEAR  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  23,  1973  NO.  33 


Registration,  Tuesday^  Aug.  28 . 

Centenary  College  to  begin 
149th  academic  year 


Centenary  College  will  register  stu¬ 
dents  for  its  149th  academic  year  Tues¬ 
day,  Aug.  28,  from  8  a.m.  to  4:30 
p.m.  in  Mickle  Hall  and  from  6:30 
to  8:30  p.m.  in  Hamilton  Hall.  Fresh¬ 
men  and  transfer  students  will  check 
into  the  dormitories  beginning  at  9 
a.m.  Saturday,  Aug  25  and  returning 
upper  classmen  begin  moving  in  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  at  1  p.m. 

All  freshmen  who  did  not  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  summer  Early  Testing  Pro¬ 
gram  will  take  their  placement  tests 
Saturday  afternoon  during  the  1  to  5 
p.m.  period.  Actual  orientation  for 
new  students  will  begin  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning  at  6:30  p.m.  in  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  with  a  special  welcome  from 
President  Allen,  and  a  brief  historical 
review  of  Centenary’s  148  year  history 
by  Dr.  Walter  M.  Lowrey,  followed 
by  a  faculty  reception  for  parents  and 
students  in  the  Library  basement. 

The  reception  group  will  be  divided 
into  Fine  Arts,  Social  Sciences,  Hum¬ 
anities,  Science,  Mathematics  and  Edu¬ 
cation  so  the  new  students  and  their 
parents  may  meet  with  the  professors 
in  their  particular  area  of  interest. 

Sunday  morning  the  orientation 
program  will  be  divided  into  separate 
groups  for  parents  and  students  with 
the  parents  meeting  with  the  Dean  of 
the  College,  the  Dean  of  Students,  the 


Comptroller  and  the  Director  of  Ad¬ 
missions  while  the  students  will  be 
meeting  with  the  Judicial  and  Legisla¬ 
tive  bodies  of  student  government.  The 
rest  of  the  day  will  be  taken  up  with 
an  interfaith  Chapel  service,  an  intro¬ 
duction  to  special  academic  programs 
at  Centenary,  and  an  evening  invita¬ 
tion  to  visit  the  religious  organizations 
on  the  campus. 

Monday’s  activities  for  new  students 
will  include  an  introduction  to  finan¬ 
cial  aid,  part-time  employment,  intra¬ 
murals  and  recreation  and  a  scheduled 
meeting  with  his  or  her  faculty  adviser 
for  the  year. 

Registration  for  all  students  will  be¬ 
gin  Tuesday  morning  at  8  a.m.  in 
Mickle  Hall  and  will  be  accomplished 
according  to  alphabetical  order  by  sur¬ 
name  as  follows:  C-E,  8-9  a.m.;  O-S, 
9-10  a.m.;  K-N,  10-11  a.m.;  T-Z,  11- 
12  noon;  F-J,  1-2  p.m.;  A-B,  2-3  p.m.; 
with  a  late  period  for  all  letters  sche¬ 
duled  between  3-4:30  p.m.  in  Mickle 
Hall  and  from  6:30  to  8:30  p.m.  in 
the  Registrar’s  Office  in  Hamilton  Hall. 

Classwork  begins  at  7:50  a.m.,  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Aug.  29.  The  first  semester 
will  end  Dec.  18,  a  one-month  Interim 
has  been  scheduled  for  Jan.  1,  and 
second  semester  registration  will  take 
place  on  Jan.  28. 


$10,000  goal 


Two  Natchitoches  District  churches 
in  1000  Cluh’s  first  Call 


Prospect  United  Methodist  Church 


.lames  Chapel 


Prospect  United  Methodist  Church 
and  James  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Natchitoches  District 
will  be  the  recipients  of  the  “First 
1000  Club  Call’’  of  the  1973-1974 
Conference  Year.  The  goal  of  $10,000 
will  be  divided  equally  between  the 
two  churches,  one  with  a  white  con¬ 
gregation  and  one  black. 

The  call  for  money  will  go  out  to 
current  members  of  the  1000  Club, 
who  are  asked  to  donate  $10  each. 
Others  are  invited  to  become  members 
of  the  program  which  has  raised  well 
over  a  quarter-million  dollars  since 
1952  to  help  churches  in  need  build 
their  sanctuaries.  This  first  call  runs 
for  three  months:  September,  October 
and  November. 

Prospect  United  Methodist  Church 
was  founded  almost  100  years  ago  in 
1876  and  located  near  the  Sabine  Riv¬ 
er  in  the  midst  of  a  pine  forest.  The 
pace  was  slow,  the  scene  lovely  and 
the  situation  quiet. 

But  things  have  changed  in  the  past 
few  years.  The  little  Sabine  has  now 
been  transformed  into  the  mighty  To¬ 
ledo  Bend  Dam  Lake.  The  demand 
for  paper  products  has  increased  the 
call  for  logs  and  the  vision  of  Mr. 
Hodges  has  created  Hodges  Gardens. 

To  keep  pace  the  folks  at  Prospect 
saw  that  they  would  have  to  change 
also.  Their  little  building  erected  with 
such  difficulty  by  using  lumber  from 

THE  REV.  CHARLES  S.  WALKER 


an  old  school  that  was  relocated  was 
no  longer  adequate.  It  was  beyond  re¬ 
pair. 

So  to  meet  the  need  a  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  was  established,  plans  drawn 
and  action  taken.  A  dream  was  put  on 
paper;  a  new  sanctuary  and  fellowship 
hall  was  planned.  It  was  to  be  brick 
veneer,  with  each  space  utilized  using 
shding  doors  and  folding  partitions. 
The  whole  structure  would  be  3,600 
square  feet  and  would  cost  approxi¬ 
mately  $30,000,  not  counting  the  fur¬ 
nishings. 

Present  membership  is  less  than  100, 
but  15  percent  of  those  members  have 
come  into  the  church  during  the  last 
few  months.  There  is  a  loyalty  and 
pride  among  the  church  family  that 
binds  them  closely  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  As  one  member  said, 
“We  are  committed  to  the  fulfillment 
of  our  mission  and  proud  to  be  part 
of  our  Church” 

Up  the  highway  from  Florien,  La., 
at  the  northern  end  of  Toledo  Bend 
I>am,  is  a  small  town.  Pleasant  Hill. 
Nearby  is  a  little  church  which  was 
formerly  part  of  Louisiana  Conference 
B.  It  too  is  an  old  structure  with 
patches  showing  here  and  there,  a 
leaky  roof  and  no  fellowship  hall.  Here, 
too,  changes  are  taking  place. 

There  is  the  same  demand  for  logs, 
plus  the  intense  activity  of  Toledo 
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New  Orleans  pastor  dies 


The  Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker,  Jr., 
pastor  of  Jefferson  and  St.  John  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Churches  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  died  at  a  hospital  in  Cameron, 
Mo.  on  Aug.  13  following  a  recent 
heart  attack.  He  was  stricken  during 
a  visit  with  Mrs.  Walker’s  family  at 
Cameron. 

Mr.  Walker,  the  son  of  a  Methodist 
minister,  was  born  in  Holdenville, 
Okla.,  April  1,  1909.  His  father,  the 
Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker,  Sr.,  age  98, 
and  his  mother,  age  89,  of  Albuquer¬ 
que,  N.  Mex.  survive  him.  Other  sur¬ 
vivors  include  his  wife.  Sunny  Wini¬ 
fred  Walker;  five  children,  Charles 
Robert  Walker  of  Washington,  D.C., 
Richard  Edward  Walker  and  Celia  Sue 
Newton  of  Seattle,  Wash.;  Ann  Bryant 
and  Patricia  Parker  of  Denver,  Colo., 
and  six  grandchildren. 

Walker  graduated  from  high  school 
in  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.  and  from 


New  Mexico  A.  and  M.  College  at  Las 
Cruees,  and  held  degrees  from  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas, 
Tex. 

For  three  years  he  taught  Bible 
courses  and  was  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Eastern  New  Mexico 
University  at  Portales.  The  remainder 
of  his  ministry  was  spent  in  the  pastor¬ 
ate.  In  1959  he  transferred  from  Sil¬ 
ver  City,  N.  Mex.  to  Gretna,  La.  where 
he  served  four  years.  Other  pastorates 
included  Oak  Grove  in  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  and  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  Harahan. 
He  was  in  his  second  year  at  Jefferson 
and  St.  John’s  Churches. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
from  Leitz-Eagan  Funeral  Home  Chap¬ 
el  and  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church,  with  Dr.  Henry  H.  Rickey 
officiating,  assisted  by  Dr.  Robert  Har¬ 
rington,  New  Orleans  District  superin¬ 
tendent. 


Young  Adults  from  the  Louisiana  Conference,  headed  by  the  Rev, 
Don  Cottrill  of  the  Conference  Office,  ready  for  departure  from 
Centenary  College  campus  for  backpacking  trip  in  mountains 
near  Aspen,  Colo. 

'Backpackers'  on  two  weeks' 
excursion  in  Colorado  Rockies 

by  Cecil  Bland 


September  9,  University  Church . 

Fall  Mission  Study  Conference 
in  Baton  Rouge  District 


The  Rev.  Don  Cottrill  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Office  is  heading  a  group  of  14 
young  adults  who  are  spending  these 
two  weeks  in  the  Maroon  Lake  Na¬ 
tional  Forest  in  Aspen,  Colo.  The 
event,  which  is  part  of  the  Conference 
Young  Adult  Ministries  program,  be¬ 
gan  Aug.  1 1  and  will  end  Aug.  24. 

Participating  in  the  backpack  trip 
are;  Jeanne  Bingham,  D.  Gene  Gur¬ 
ley,  and  Mary  E.  Schmitt  of  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Deborah  Caruso  of  Metairie; 
Dana  Burroughs,  Larry  Burch,  Rich¬ 
ard  Curry,  and  David  Jensen  of  Baton 
Rouge;  Martin  W.  Code  of  Marion; 
Bill  Rowell  of  Quitman;  Cynthia 
Lewis  of  Lake  Charles;  and  Randy 
Sibley,  Mark  Hearn  and  Don  Cottrill 
of  Shreveport. 

The  hikers  took  off  from  the  Smith 
Building  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  Saturday,  Aug.  11,  They 
spent  the  first  night  at  First  United 


NEWS  in  BRIEF 

HORSESHOE  DRIVE  CHURCH  in 
Alexandria  has  scheduled  a  church 
wide  retreat  for  Sunday,  Aug.  26,  at 
Camp  Brewer,  beginning  at  2  p.m. 
Activities  will  conclude  with  a  vesper 
service  in  the  “Chapel  in  the  Woods.” 
The  program  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Commission  on  Membership  and  Evan¬ 
gelism.  The  Rev.  Jack  Winegcart  is 
the  pastor. 


NOEL  MEMORIAL  CHURCH, 
Shreveport,  of  which  Dr.  B.  A.  Gallo¬ 
way  is  pastor,  is  concluding  an  eleven 
weeks'*  series  on  “Christian  Encoun¬ 
ters”,  Aug.  26.  Guest  leaders  and  re¬ 
source  people  have  been  utilized  to 
highlight  these  concerns:  The  Christian 
Encounters  —  Social  Concerns,  the 
Lottery,  the  Public  School  Issue,  Hid¬ 
den  Prejudices,  Capital  Punishment, 
Conflict  in  Beliefs,  Ethics  in  Govern¬ 
ment,  an  Emerging  Social  Concern,  the 
Environment,  Human  Sexuality,  and 
The  Church. 


Methodist  Church  in  Plano,  Tex.;  the 
second  night  in  Dalhart,  Tex.;  then 
across  New  Mexico  and  Colorado  to 
Aspen,  Colo.,  Monday  night,  Aug.  13. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  14  the  group  started 
on  their  hiking  across  the  mountains 
and  valleys  of  Maroon  Lake  National 
Forest.  Such  sights  as  Crater  Lake, 
West  Maroon  Pass,  Geneva  Lake, 
Snowmass  Lake,  Trail  Rider  Pass, 
Snowmass  Peak,  Buckskin  Pass,  and 
Glenwood  Springs  are  part  of  their 
itinerary.  Rainbow  trout  fishing,"swim- 
ming  in  38  degree  mountain  lakes  and 
streams,  meals  by  campfire,  plus  lots 
of  hiking — this  is  the  bill  of  fare. 

The  group  of  hardy  backpackers  are 
to  arrive  home  again  in  Shreveport, 
Friday,  Aug.  24. 
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Bend  nearby.  But  here  is  another  fac¬ 
tor:  black  people  are  taking  pride  in 
being  Christian  and  determined  to  be 
a  full  part  of  the  United  Methodist 
family.  They  are  no  longer  patient  with 
leaky  roofs,  no  space  for  church  school 
classes,  and  no  meeting  place  for  the 
fellowship  groups.  And  they  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  do  something  about  it. 

Their  leader,  a  retired  lay  pastor 
from  Alexandria,  began  a  campaign 
some  time  ago  to  raise  $100  per  month 
over  and  above  the  budget.  (They  have 
always  paid  their  askings  in  full).  With 
the  help  and  guidance  of  a  reliable 
builder  they  are  planning  to  remodel 
their  present  church:  new  windows, 
roof,  paneling,  floor  and  doors.  Then 
they  will  add  a  new  fellowship  hall  to 
the  back  of  the  structure.  This  will 
give  adequate  space  for  the  growing 
little  fellowship.  And  with  the  church 
members  doing  much  of  the  construc¬ 
tion  themselves,  as  they  can,  the  cost 
of  the  renovation  will  be  about  $12,- 
000. 

Recently  one  of  the  church  leaders 
confided  to  his  District  Superintendent: 
“Every  night  I  pray  that  God  will  let 
me  live  long  enough  to  see  this  church 
built.  We’ve  waited  so  long!” 


by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Darden, 

Baton  Rouge 

Representatives  of  some  50  churches 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  district  will  gather 
Sunday  afternoon.  Sept.  9,  at  Univer¬ 
sity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  for  the  district’s  annual  fall 
Mission  Study  Conference.  The  after¬ 
noon  gets  underway  with  registration 
from  2  to  2:30  and  will  conclude  at 
5:45  p.m. 

An  outstanding  slate  of  teachers  is 
being  announced  for  the  three  recom¬ 
mended  studies.  Mrs.  George  Dameron 
of  PineviUe,  the  immediate  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Louisiana  Church  Women 
United  and  an  active  Methodist  who 
has  served  in  both  conference  and 
jurisdiction  offices,  will  teach  two  con¬ 
secutive  one-hour  sessions  on  “Con¬ 
temporary  Christians  and  their  Writ¬ 
ings.”  Also  teaching  this  course  will 
be  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District. 

“Women:  Over  Half  the  Earth’s 
People”  will  be  the  study  presented  by 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas,  who  has  just 
completed  a  term  as  dean  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  School  of  Christian  Mission  in 
Shreveport.  The  Rev.  Ronald  G. 
Ramke,  an  associate  minister  of  the 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  will  also 
present  this  study. 

The  Rev.  George  Calvin,  pastor  of 
Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Pugh  II, 
a  Baton  Rouge  attorney  who  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  commission  on  Christian 
Social  Concerns  at  University  Church, 


Youth  Week  set 
for  Oct.  28-Nov.  4 

“Trust  Us,”  is  the  theme  for  the 
1973  observance  of  Youth  Week,  a 
program  which  has  been  developed  by 
the  National  Catholic  Youth  Organiza¬ 
tion  Federation  in  cooperation  with 
seven  major  Protestant  denominations, 
for  use  during  the  period  between  Oct. 
28  and  Nov.  4. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  joins 
with  The  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ),  Episcopal  Church,  Lutheran 
Church  in  Aunerica,  Moravian  Church 
in  America,  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  addition  to  the  National 
CYO  in  sponsoring  the  observance. 

One  of  the  objectives  of  Youth 
Week,  since  1952,  has  been  to  bring 
together  youth  groups  of  various  faiths, 
and  through  concerted  effort  to  devel¬ 
op  leadership  potential  both  individ¬ 
ually  and  within  the  framework  of  a 
group. 

Local  churches  are  urged  to  empha¬ 
size  this  special  observance,  and  work¬ 
ers  with  youth  should  check  with  their 
pastors  or  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries''  Office  to  secure  materials  for 
planning  the  week’s  activities  and  em¬ 
phases. 

The  materials  suggest  that  “Prayer 
is  the  best  means  to  achieve  a  sense  of 
trust.  All  the  experiences  and  projects 
which  are  encouraged  within  the 
framework  of  Youth  Week  should  be 
done  in  a  spirit  of  openness  and 
prayerful  concern  for  your  fellow 
brothers  and  sisters.” 


will  lead  the  study  on  “Justice,  Libera¬ 
tion  and  Development.” 

Films  relating  to  the  studies  will  be 
previewed  by  the  group  from  2:30  to 
3.  The  two-study  sessions,  each  one 
hour,  will  be  separated  by  a  coffee 
break  at  which  time  a  literature  room 
will  be  open  with  many  of  the  mater¬ 
ials  for  the  studies  on  display  and  for 
sale.  The  materials  will  also  be  avail¬ 
able  during  registration  and  following 
the  afternoon  of  study.  Each  teacher 
will  present  his  study  during  each  of 
the  class  sessions. 

Two  highlights  of  the  conference 
will  deal  with  children  and  youth. 
Again  this  year  the  Rev.  William  D. 
Peeples,  pastor  of  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  will 
have  a  session  for  children  three  years 
old  through  the  sixth  grade.  Leaders 
of  children  can  also  participate. 

Harold  Price,  executive  director  of 
Baton  Rouge  Youth  Inc.,  will  lead  the 
session  for  youth,  working  with  Miss 
Yvonnia  Berry,  district  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 

Invited  to  participate  are  local  pas¬ 
tors,  presidents  and  chairmen  of  mis¬ 
sionary  education  of  WSCS  and  WSG, 
counselors,  lay  leaders,  or  any  person 
interested  in  mission. 

The  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  while  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marcus  L.  Burks  are  chairmen 
for  the  Mission  Study  Conference.  The 
Rev.  Lamar  Smith  is  the  host  pastor, 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Neher  is  president  of* 
the  WSCS. 

t 

THE  REV.  WARREN  BLAKEMAN 
will  show  slides  of  his  tour  of  England 
at  the  7:45  p.m.  service  in  Henning 
Memorial  Church  at  Sulphur,  Aug.  26, 
to  spark  interest  in  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Heritage  Tour  of  England 
scheduled  for  Nov.  19-28. 


The  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin, 
pastor  of  Camphor  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has 
been  elected  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  at  Southern  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Baton  Rouge^  Calvin, 
an  alumnus  of  Southern,  holds 
the  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Interdenominational  Theol¬ 
ogy  Center,  Atlanta,  Ga.  The 
Louisiana  Conference  is  cur¬ 
rently  raising  $100,000  for  con¬ 
struction  of  a  Wesley  Foundation 
facility  at  Southern. 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  "From  Our  Readers"  column.  Page  9) 


DEBATING  WHILE  ROME  BURNS 

It  was  reported  last  week  that  evangelicals  and  theological  conserva¬ 
tives  are  now  “a  new  religious  majority.”  If  this  is  true  the  movements 
would  do  well  to  be  alert  and  cautious,  for  such  dubious  success  has  had 
a  way  of  spoiling  many  vital  movements  in  the  past. 

The  matter  brings  up  a  number  of  issues  of  importance. 

One  is  the  “corrective  role”  that  is  played  by  resurgent  theological 
movements.  Just  as  the  social  action  movement  of  thirty  and  more  years 
ago  played  a  vital  corrective  role  (a  reminder  to  the  fundamentalists  move¬ 
ment  that  “roots  exist  to  produce  fruits”),  so  does  a  progressive  evangeli¬ 
cal  movement  have  a  valid  role  to  play  now.  It  can  remind  the  social  ac¬ 
tivist  segment  of  the  church  that  there  “can  be  no  fruits  without  roots.” 

THE  PITFALLS  OF  POPULARITY 

Another  issue  suggested  by  this  news  concerns  the  pitfalls  and  dan¬ 
gers  which  surface  when  a  religious  movement  attains  majority  status. 
Since  its  very  beginning  “true  Christianity”  has  never  fared  well  when  it 
has  been  popular.  Success  seems  to  have  a  satanic  way  of  weake^g  the 
faith.  This  is  one  explanation  for  what  has  happened  to  Americanized 
Christianity.  Our  “cultural  Christianity”  has  often  baptized  the  status  quo 
and  called  it  Christian  and  has  smiled  at  its  sin  and  winked  at  its  wicked¬ 
ness.  Much  of  the  time  the  status  quo  didn’t  even  ask  or  want  to  be  bap¬ 
tized. 

It  is  easy  to  assume  that  because  many  persons  are  eager  to  receive 
the  good  news,  all  therefore  are.  It  isn’t  so,  and  popular  movements 
should  remember  this. 

THE  LIMITATIONS  OF  LABELS 

A  third  matter  is  of  greater  importance:  we  are  still  imprisoning  one 
another  with  labels.  We  are  either  “evangelicals”  or  “social  activists  or 
“charismatic  Christians”  or  “mainline  denominationalists”  and  so  on  and 
so  on.  True  Christianity  will  not  be  contained  in  or  by  any  of  our  labels. 

TTiere  are,  indeed,  very  important  issues  at  stake  in  the  theological 
and  doctriral  issues  reflected  in  labels.  “Right  thinking”  has  always  ^n 
and  is  today  a  matter  of  serious  import  for  Christians.  But  “right  doi®g” 
should  always  take  priority.  If  we  Christians  would  unite  in  our  “doing,” 
right  thinking  would  come  ‘round  and  the  world  would  be  more  blest  by 
our  presence. 

While  we  vigorously  contend  against  one  another  for  the  faith,  many 
in  the  world  perish  in  their  physical  and  spiritual  hunger,  weep  uncom- 
fbrted  in  their  sorrow,  languish  unministered  to  in  prison  and  live  and 
die  without  hope  in  Christ. 

John  Wesley  once  told  his  preachers  (and  he  had  the  “whole  man” 
in  mind):  “You  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  save  souls.”  We  church  folk 
too  often  act  as  if  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  argue  for  our  pet  religious 
prejudice.  Correct  theology  is  important.  But  right  now  there  are  beggars 
beside  the  road. 
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PRIORITY 

No  matter  how  urgent  and  sensational  may  be  the  happenings  of  the 
day,  there  is  one  group  of  folk  to  whom  such  events  of  the  world  arc  of 
little  import! —  at  least  for  the  while.  These  are  those  who  have  lost  a 
loved  one  or  loved  ones  in  death.  Always,  at  every  and^  any  time,  their 
need  lays  the  heaviest  claim  upon  our  Christian  fellowship  and  opens  to 
us  the  occasion  for  what  can  well  be  our  most  urgent  and  beautiful 
ministry. 

You  may  or  may  not,  at  this  moment,  be  in  such  a  circumstance. 
Each  of  us  soon  or  late  will  be.  And  one  very  real  glory  of  our  Christian 
ministry  to  one  another  at  sueh  a  time  is  that  it  is  a  “mutual  ministry; 
mutual  in  that  we  are  “ministered  to”  by  those  whose  sorrow  we  seek  to 
share  as  much  as  we  would  minister  to  them. 

The  fellowship  of  the  Christian  church  is  a  great  and  truly  “beauti¬ 
ful”  thing.  Its  worship,  its  opportunities  for  service  to  others,  its  study  and 
its  communal  life  are  of  inexpressable  worth  to  us.  But  at  no  time  can  the 
Christian  fellowship  —  the  church  —  mean  more  to  us  than  in  our  times 
of  deepest  sorrow. 

Thank  God  for  this  ministry.  To  give  it  and  to  receive  it  is  always 
our  priority  privlege. 


Come  out,  come  out,  wherever  you  are 

I  am  told  by  my  teenage  daughter  that  “all  grooves”  wear  long- 
sleeved  flannel  shirts  in  the  summer  time  as  well  as  in  the  winter.  Don’t 
ask  me  to  figure  it  out;  I’m  just  reporting  it.  However,  though,  unlike  a 
lot  of  things  that  teenagers  and  other  things  do,  this  particular  practice 
is  not  so  much  a  myste^  to  me  as  it  is  a  matter  of  jealousy  with  me. 

For  I,  too,  would  like  to  wear  a  flannel  shirt  all  year  long.  I’d  forfeit 
the  long  sleeves  in  the  summer,  but  there’s  nothing  like  an  old  flannel 
shirt  and  a  pair  of  worn-out  jeans  to  make  a  fellow  feel  comfortable.  I 
could  really  enjoy  such  as  the  regular  uniform  of  the  day.  But,  alas,  I’m 
not  going  to  do  it;‘  not  so  muchbecause  folk  might  frown  on  it  as  because 
I  myself  would  feel  a  bit  too  awkward  in  it  all.  For  in  spite  of  all  of  our 
yearnings  for  individuality,  we  are  still  pretty  much  creatures  of  conform¬ 
ity  and  habit. 

And  I’ll  have  to  admit  that  I  like  it  this  way,  at  least  in  some  of  the 
less  weightier  matters  of  the  law.  After  all,  it’s  the  everyday  shirt  and  tie 
and  suit  that  make  the  old  clothes  feel  so  good  at  the  end  of  the  day.  And 
notice:  even  the  “non-conformities”  or  our  day  have  turned  out  to  be  the 
conformities  —  witness  the  prevalence  of  beards,  mustaches,  counter-cul¬ 
ture  ways  and  all.  It  seems  that  more  folk  are  doing  these  things  than 
are  refraining  from  them. 

It  suggests  a  thought  worthy  of  pursuit.  Where,  really,  is  the  real 
person  in  each  of  us?  Before  what  kind  of  mirror  must  we  stand  to  see 
our  true  selves?  Certainly  not  before  the  reflections  of  our  culture  or  of 
our  vanities  or  even  before  our  “non-conformities.” 

A  lot  of  quick  and  easy  answers  have  been  given  by  all  kinds  of 
people  to  such  questions.  We  religious  folk  have  been  the  quickest  to 
respond,  and  often,  indeed,  with  very  good  counsel.  But  the  flaw  in  so 
many  of  our  responses,  it  seems  to  me,  has  been  that  they  have  been  too 
complete,  too  sufficient,  not  accounting  enough  for  our  very  real  indivi¬ 
dualities.  Thoreau  had  it  pretty  well  pictured  when  he  spoke  of  the  “dif¬ 
ferent  drummer”  to  which  the  individualist  marched. 

Whatever  answers  the  world  may  give  to  the  question  “Where  is  the 
real  person  in  each  of  us?”,  the  Christian  is  one  who  can  know  and  then 
say  to  the  world  that  the  final  answers  are  best  discovered  in  the  very 
individual,  unique  and  personal  relationship  which  each  is  privileged  to 
have  with  God  our  Creator  as  revealed  most  completely  in  Jesus  Christ. 
It  is  this  personal  discovery  and  relationship  which  best  equips  us  for  life 
together  in  the  world. 

There  is  within  each  of  us  a  truly  beautiful  person!  That  beauty  is 
not  dependent  on  the  outward  expressions  of  our  relationship  with  the 
world.  It  is  discovered  and  shared  best  when  we  are  most  in  harmony 
with  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
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Check  off  one  more 
or 


I  wish  for  him  nightmares 


I  have  endured  of  late  a  number  of  compliments  about  the  paper 
from  former  friends.  One  remark  lingers,  and  I  must  report  it  to  you  as  a 
demonstration  of  the  vigor  with  which  we  shall  protect  the  anonymity  of 
even  our  most  persistent  critics. 

So,  knowing  that  faithful  readers  could  not  be  expected  to  refrain 
from  violent  reprisals,  I  will  conceal  with  vigilance  and  fiercely  defend 
the  identity  of  this  First  Church,  Helena,  Arkansas  (Area  501,  Zip  # 
72342)  minister  who  informs  me:  “I  always  read  your  column  late  at 
night  so  I  can  go  to  sleep  with  nothing  on  my  mind.” 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


On  the  eve  of  the  presentation  of  the  first  “Maude” 
comedy  series  episode  treating  abortion,  Lafayette, 
La,,  became  the  25th  CBS  network  affiliate  to  scrub 
the  two-part  segment.  Less  than  a  week  before  the 
showing  of  the  first  controversial  program,  Norman 
Lear,  producer  of  the  Maude  show,  charged  that 
pressures  from  anti-abortion  forces  had  driven  away 
most  of  the  potential  commercial  sponsors  for  the 
two  episodes  dealing  with  abortion.  Stuart  Hubbell 
of  Traverse  City,  Mich.,  executive  director  of  the 
Catholic  League  for  Religious  and  Civil  Rights, 
called  on  “all  those  who  value  the  sanctity  of  human 
life  to  boycott  CBS-TV  programs  all  day  on  Aug. 
14  and  Aug.  21  .  . 

The  Vatican’s  July  5  statement  on  papal  infalli- 
iHlity  has  been  branded  by  the  pubUsh^ 
France’s  lea£ng  Protestant  weekly,  Reform,  as 
a  heavy  but  not  fatid,  blow  to  t^  ecumemcal 
movement.  Publisher  Bertrand  de  Luze  re- 
marited  that  “the  most  convinced  ecumenists 
woidd  be  rafudy  discoursed  if  they  did  not 
realize  that  the  infkmities  of  the  institutimi 
cannot  halt  the  movement  of  the  Holy  Spnit.’’ 

A  2  per  cent  decline  in  the  nation’s  total  of  serious 
crimes  occurred  last  year  —  the  first  actual  decrease 
in  17  years  —  according  to  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation’s  Uniform  Crime  Reports  for  1972. 
There  was  an  8  per  cent  decrease  in  large  core  cities 
with  more  than  250,000  residents  in  1972,  com¬ 
pared  with  increases  of  2  per  cent  in  1971  and  6 
per  cent  in  1970,  the  report  showed. 

American  University,  a  United  Mefliodist 
school  (Washington,  D.C.),  and  Boston  CoU^e, 
wluch  is  maintmned  by  the  Jesuit  order,  are 
ammig  21  institutions  of  higher  education 
which  have  been  awarded  a  total  of  $5.9  mil'- 
lion  to  prepare  p^rscHmd  to  becmne  iea^rs  of 
educational  change  and  improvement  by  the 
Dept,  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare.  Fund¬ 
ed  by  HEW’s  (Mfice  of  Educatioi^  the  program 
will  oCfar  459  fellowships  to  administrators  and 
those  who  wish  to  become  administrators. 
Training  will  focus  on  improving  itidlls  and 
competence  in  such  disdidines  as  management, 
organizaticmal  befaaviw,  the  behavioral  sciences 
and  educatimi. 

Meeting  in  Kampala,  Uganda,  delegates  to  the 
World  Council  of  YMCA’s  voted  by  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  majority  to  reaffirm  the  Christian  basis  of  the 
organization  adopted  by  the  first  World  Conference 
of  YMCAs  held  in  Paris  in  1855.  The  approved  re¬ 
affirmation  of  the  “Paris  Basis”  declares:  “The 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  seek  to  unite 
those  young  men  who,  regarding  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
God  and  Savior,  according  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
desire  to  be  his  disciples  in  their  faith  and  in  their 
life,  and  to  associate  their  efforts  for  the  extension 
of  his  kingdom  amongst  young  men.” 


A  Consultation  on  Genetics  and  the  Quality  of  Life, 
held  in  Zurich  (Switzerland)  recently,  was  attended 
by  some  of  the  world’s  leading  physicians,  psychia¬ 
trists,  scientists,  lawyers  and  theologians.  Called  by 
the  Church  and  Society  Department  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  the  consultation  is  said  to  have 
included  consideration  within  a  Christian  context, 
some  of  the  most  explosive  biological  issues  before 
modern  society  including  procreation  by  parents 
having  genetic  disorders;  fetal  diagnosis  and  selec¬ 
tive  abortion,  and  the  social  implications  of  eugenic 
programs  that  include  attempts  to  correct  biological 
defects  prenatally.  Meetings  were  closed  to  the  press. 

A  petition  has  been  drafted  by  the  General 
Board  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  asking  the  denomination’s  next  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  set  for  October,  to  allow  the 
221-member  board  to  be  able  to  speak  on  its 
own.  The  petition  requests  permisttiim  to  adopt 
resolutions  but  would  give  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  the  right  of  censure  if  it  disapproved  (rf 
.  resolutions. 

A  statement  adopted  by  the  General  Board  of  the 
Christian  Church  on  the  Watergate  affair  criticized 
Christians  for  allegedly  having  contributed  to  the 
decline  of  public  morality  “by  insistence  on  the 
autonomy  of  existence  and  by  failure  to  accept  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  and  for  each  other.”  “The  morality 
of  self-interest  has  too  often  become  the  morality  of 
the  nation  including  Christians  and  Christian  insti¬ 
tutions,”  the  statement  said  as  it  called  on  Disciples 
congregations  and  institutions  to  examine  their  pur¬ 
pose  to  make  sure  that  it  is  more  than  just  “to  per¬ 
petuate  self-survival.” 

“Students  who  ne^ect  their  homiewoik  get  what 
they  ask  for,  reaping  what  they  sowed.  Men 
and  vromen  who  give  nothing  to  their  marriage 
can  expect  to  get  nothing  out  of  it.  Parents 
who  give  nothi^  but  a  roof  to  their  children 
often  find  those  children  try  to  escape  from  that 
roof,”  said  Dr.  Oswald  C.  J.  Hoffman,  Inter¬ 
national  Lutheran  Hour  radio  preacher,  as  he 
addressed  some  2,700  persons  attend^  the 
International  Lutheran  Laymen’s  League  in 
Tidsa,  Okla. 

Diversification  was  a  dominant  characteristic  of 
“Discovery  73,”  an  event  which  recently  attracted 
some  20,000  Lutheran  youth  to  Houston’s  Astro¬ 
dome.  Johnny  Cash,  of  folk-singing  fame,  and  80- 
year-old  Luther  scholar  Roland  Bainton  shared  in 
an  enthusiastic  reception  by  the  teen-agers.  The 
white-haired  Yale  professor  received  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion  after  he  told  them  Bible  stories  “as  Luther 
would  have  told  them.”  During  one  segment  of  the 
program  a  singing  group  composed  of  Jews  who 
have  joined  the  “Jews  for  Jesus”  movement  pre¬ 
sented  Jewish  folk  tunes  with  Christian  lyrics. 

Ladybirds  —  along  with  foo^  me^cine  and 
shelter  —  are  high  on  the  priority  list  among 
the  emergency  needs  in  the  drought-strickm 
region  just  south  of  the  Sahara  Desert  in  West 
Africa.  While  the  drought  has  depleted  the  cat¬ 
tle  herds  on  which  nomads  in  the  arid  region 
are  dependent  for  life,  insects  have  attacked  the 
date  palms,  the  second  source  of  income.  A  spe¬ 
cial  type  of  ladybird  can  eat  as  many  as  400  (rf 
the  destructive  bugs  per  day.  A  $25,000  allot¬ 
ment  from  the  World  Council  of  Churches  will 
help  finance  a  pilot  project  in  de-bugging  date 
palms  in  nmihem  Nigeria. 


Delegates  from  58  coimtries  attending  the 
YMCA  meeting  added  the  foUovring  statement; 
“Any  differences  of  opinion  on  other  subjects, 
however  important  in  themselves,  shall  not  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  harmonious  relations  of  tlm 
Member  National  Movements  (or,  the  Consti¬ 
tuent  Members  and  Associates)  the  World 
Alliance.”  An  interpretive  statement  declared 
that  the  “Paris  Basis”  was  consistent  with  an 
<q)en  membership  policy  admitting  members 
“irrespective  of  faith  as  well  as  age,  sex,  race 
and  social  conditions.” 


An  exhibition  on  “The  Black  Presence  in  the  Era 
of  the  American  Revolution  1770-1800”  now  on 
display  at  the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  a  part  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  (Washington,  D.C.)  will 
be  featured  through  early  September.  “This  exhibi¬ 
tion  will  help  restore  to  national  memory  the  fact 
of  black  participation  in  the  events  that  shaped  the 
founding  of  this  country,”  said  Marvin  Sadik,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  gallery.  The  exhibit  in  which  “religion 
in  general  and  the  clergy  in  particular”  are  prominent 
will  be  followed  by  two  others  on  blacks  in  U.S. 
history. 


American  University  (Washington,  D.C.),  a  Uni¬ 
ted  Methochst  institution,  is  inaiugurating  the 
first  Jewish  studies  progiW  in  the  area  lead¬ 
ing  to  a  bachelor’s  degree.  A  two-year  seed 
grant  of  $100,000  from  the  Institute  of  Judaic 
Arts  and  Studies,  which  is  led  by  a  group  of 
Washington  community  and  business  leaders, 
wtil  fund  thii  initial  program.  Tlie  university 
has  promised  to  sustain  it  aftra  the  two-year 
period. 

A  grant  of  $190,000  to  Alaska  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Anchorage  for  improvement  of  programs  serv¬ 
ing  native  Alaskans  —  Aleuts,  Eskimos  and  Indians 
— has  been  announced  by  Carnegie  Corp.  of  New 
York.  “This  grant  will  allow  us  to  tackle  some  of 
the  basic  problems  of  Alaskan  natives  as  they  move 
from  a  subsistence  culture  to  a  more  cash-oriented 
economy  brought  on  by  Alaskan  pipeline  activity 
and  the  Alaskan  Native  Claims  Settlement,”  said 
AMU  president  John  Picton. 

The  David  C.  Cook  PubUshing  Co.,  Elgin,  Ill., 
has  issued  what  it  describes  as  “the  fi^  com¬ 
plete  Bible  in  picture  strip  form.”  The  Pktuare 
Bible  for  All  Ages  has  received  endorsement 
from  the  distinguished  lu^juist.  Dr.  Mario  Pei, 
a  Roman  Cath^ic  and  a  retired  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity  professor,  who  called  it  “simple,  clear, 
easy  to  understand,  with  no  distortions  and  no 
extreme  interpretations.” 

A  recent  Gallup  Poll  reports  that  American  views 
on  premarital  sex  have  changed  significantly  toward 
more  toleration  since  1969.  Roman  Catholic  atti¬ 
tudes  changed  more  than  Protestant  ones,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Gallup  organization.  Despite  greater 
American  toleration  Gallup  found  this  nation  clings 
to  the  “Puritan  ethic”  to  a  greater  extent  than  is 
true  in  Britain. 


Allen  Hartley,  creator  of  the  Archie  comic  strip, 
has  taken  the  familiar  eternal  teenagers  of  his 
comic  books -Archie,  Betty,  Veronica,  Jughead  - 
and  turned  them  towards  religion.  "Archie’s  One 
Way”  is  one  of  a  series  of  "Christian  Comics” 
published  by  the  Spire  division  of  Fleming  H. 
Revell  Company  in  Old  Tappan,  N.J.  Mr.  Hartley 
has  also  illustrated  other  comics  in  the  series: 
The  Cross  and  the  Switchblade,  a  version  of  the 
best-selling  book  by  David  Wilkerson;  The  Hiding 
Place,  a  story  about  a  Dutch  family  who  hid  Jews 
in  their  home  during  the  Nazi  occupation;  and 
God’s  Smuggler,  a  semi-adventure  tale  about 
sneaking  Bibles  into  Iron  Curtain  countries.  Two 
million  copies  of  the  "Christian  Comics”  have 
already  been  printed.  Another  Archie  comic  book 
is  planned  for  the  fall.  The  series  will  also 
publish  a  comic  book  from  the  memoirs  of  a 
Vietnam  POW.  (RNS  Photo) 
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United  Methodism  in  Louisiana 


(In  last  week’s  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  we  shared  with  our  readers  an 
interview  by  the  editor  with  Conference  Lay  Leader  Tom  Matheny  during 
the  recent  Laity  Retreat.  This  week  we  present  excerpts  from  a  conver¬ 
sation  with  three  ministers  during.  Pastors’  School,  along  with  some 
priorities  indicated  by  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield.) 


(Left  to  right)  The  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Minden;  the  Rev.  W.  Odell  Simmons,  pastor  of  First  Church,  De- 
Ridder,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain,  superintendent  of  Ruston 
District. 


BISHOP  CRUTCHFIELD 
ON  PRIORITIES 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  resident  Bish¬ 
op  of  the  Louisiana  Area,  was  asked  what  he 
saw  as  priority  issues  before  the  church  in 
Louisiana.  He  lists  four: 

(1) .  The  recovery  of  sound  evangelistic 

zeal 

(2) .  Restructure 

(3) .  Strengthening  of  the  thirty-three  Meth¬ 

odist-related  institutions  in  the  state 

(4) .  Conserving  the  gains  of  merger 

Asked  what  would  be  his  own  major  em¬ 
phasis  if  he  were  serving  as  a  pastor  in  Louisi¬ 
ana,  he  responded  “Preaching  the  gospel  and 
pastoral  care.”  Concerning  those  qualities  which 
he  felt  laymen  most  desired  in  their  pastors, 
he  listed  “personal  self-discipline  and  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  present  the  gospel  in  balance.” 

In  regard  to  the  general  state  of  the  church 
in  Louisiana  the  Bishop  stated  that  “Louisi¬ 
ana  is  truly  entering  a  period  of  growth  and 
advancement.” 
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“The  basic  task  of  evangelism  ...  the  restruc¬ 
turing  of  our  Conference  .  .  .  the  full  acceptance 
and  implementation  of  merger.”  Such  were  the  re¬ 
sponses  given  by  three  Louisiana  Conference  minis¬ 
ters  when  asked  to  name  the  priority  concerns  facing 
United  Methodists  in  Louisiana. 

Interviewed  during  the  recent  Pastors’  School  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  were  the  Rev.  W. 
Ralph  Cain,  superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District; 
the  Rev.  W.  Odell  Simmons,  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  DeRidder;  and  the  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  pastor 
of  First  Church  in  Minden. 

Other  matters  were  the  “morale”  of  Louisiana 
Methodism,  the  effect  upon  our  youth  of  non-Meth¬ 
odist  groups,  the  charismatic  movement,  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  Watergate  for  the  church  and  the  nature  of 
the  mission  before  the  church. 

ONE  FACTOR  MOTIVATING  THE 
STRUCTURE  STUDY 

When  asked  to  recount  the  needs  which  motiva¬ 
ted  the  naming  of  the  Structure  Study  Committee, 
Mr.  Cain  stated  that  the  merger  of  the  conferences 
two  years  ago  “brought  to  focus  the  need  for  care¬ 
ful  understanding  and  strategizing  for  district  boun¬ 
daries  and  (the  evaluation  of  the)  administrative  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  the  district  superintendents.”  He 
pointed  out  that  “one  thing  we  have  tried  to  resolve 
in  our  minds — and  which  will  be  resolved,  we  hope 
— is  (how  to  overcome)  the  limited  financial  re¬ 
sources  available  for  secretarial  help  (and  other  as¬ 
sistance)  that  will  enable  the  superintendent  to  have 
more  freedom  to  get  out  and  do  the  work  that  he 
can’t  do  if  he’s  chained  to  a  desk.  There  is  a  feeling 
that  the  full  potential  (of  the  district  siiperintendent) 
has  not  been  realized  in  terms  of  working  with  min¬ 
isters,  in  terms  of  local  church  supervision  .  .  .  and 
in  being  a  resource  person  in  many  areas.” 

When  asked  when  a  report  would  be  given  by 
the  Structure  Study  Committee,  Mr.  Cain  stated  that 
“This  hasn’t  been  determined,  but  I  would  think 
within  the  next  couple  of  months.” 

THE  SUCCESS  OF  CONFERENCE  MERGER 

“I  think  on  the  surface  it  has  been  very  smooth; 
and  I  think  this  is  basically  because  of  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Bishop  (Aubrey  G.)  Walton.”  The  subject 
was  the  merger  two  years  ago  of  the  former  all 
black  and  all  white  conferences.  (Mr.  Simmons  is 
speaking).  “But  I  notice  it  coming  out  in  discussion 


on  the  Conference  floor  .  .  .  Project  Equality  was 
one  of  them  ...  I  found  some  reaction  there  that 
was  surfacing.  It  seemed  to  become  a  black-white  is¬ 
sue,  and  it  seemingly  should  not  have  been  ...  I 
think  the  first  year,  when  the  nominations  to  the 
Boards  were  read,  there  was  a  tension  that  we 
haven’t  had  since  that  time.  I  think  it’s  basically  be¬ 
cause  there  has  been  this  proving  ground.” 


THE  “MORALE”  OF  LOUISIANA  METHODISM 

Asked  to  “grade  the  morale  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  in  Louisiana,”  Mr.  Cain  responded:  “Maybe  I’m 
indulging  in  some  wishful  thinking  —  I  don’t  think 
so  —  but  I  feel  the  morale  of  the  laity  (in  the  Rus¬ 
ton  District)  is  better  right  now  than  I’ve  seen  it  in 
many  years.  We  have  come  to  grips  with  many 
problems  .  .  .;  we  have  an  optimism  about  the  fu¬ 
ture;  we  are  being  influenced  by  the  evangelistic 
winds  that  are  blowing  and  there  is  hope  for  re¬ 
newal  in  the  church  ...  In  many  instances  this  has 
come  through  the  ‘We  Care’  missions  by  the  minis¬ 
ters,  by  Lay  Witness  Missions,  by  individual  church 
efforts  in  various  forms.  The  morale  is  really  com¬ 
ing  up!”  “And,”  he  continues,  “I  feel  there  is  a  re¬ 
newed  confidence  being  shown  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.” 

Asked  about  other  factors  that  contributed  to 
this  positive  state  of  morale,  Mr.  Vining  credited 
“increased  lay  participation.” ‘‘More  laymen  have 
gotten  involved  in  some  areas  of  responsibility  that 
have  given  (them)  a  little  more  insight  as  to  what  is 
going  on.” 


OUR  YOUTH  AND  NON-METHODIST 
MOVEMENTS 

A  concern  across  the  nation  has  been  the  num¬ 
ber  of  “non-establishment-type”  religious  groups, 
many  of  which  have  appealed  to  many  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youth.  When  asked  how  our  church  should 
respond,  Mr.  Cain  stated  that  he  was  “grateful  that 
we’ve  had  this  outside  stimulus.  I  don’t  think  that 
it’s  all  bad.”  He  stated  that  by  “taking  advantage 
of  some  of  the  things  that  are  being  fed  in  to  us  by 
those  who  have  experienced,  as  they  put  it,  the  liv¬ 
ing  Christ,  and  joining  that  with  serious  study  and 
involvement,  then  our  youth  program  (can)  really 
take  substance  and  form  ...  I  think  that  we  have 
wise  pastors  and  very  wise  lay  leadership  in  our 


local  churches  and  we  can  harness  this  thing.  It  is 
of  the  Spirit,  this  thing;  the  spirit  of  God  ...  I 
really  believe  we’re  going  to  profit  by  it.” 

WnAT  OF  THE  CHARISMATIC  MOVEMENT? 

“The  Holy  Spirit  has  always  been  a  very  strong 
and  present  reality  in  our  faith,  although  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  misunderstood  and  often  neglected.” 
Mr.  Simmons  is  responding  to  a  question  concerning 
the  charismatic  and  “tongues  speaking”  movement. 
“I  think  this  movement  has  caused  the  entire  church 
to  sit  up  and  re-examine,  re-evaluate,  and  search 
anew  as  to  what  our  relationship  to  God  and  the 
Spirit  really  is.”  “It  has  often  been  regarded  as  a 
threat,”  he  concludes,  “where  it  very  well  might 
have  been  a  challenge.” 

On  the  same  subject  Mr.  Cain  states  that  “We 
have  this  circumstance  in  many,  many  of  our 
churches  in  Louisiana  and  among  the  people  so 
characterized  there  are  some  of  our  finest  laymen, 
with  the  finest  spirit,  who  would  not  be  devisive  for 
anything.  And  they  do  feel  some  rejection;  and  I 
think  we’re  on  the  verge  of  coming  to  grips  in  a  very 
Christian  way  with  many  of  these  matters.” 

“Really,”  states  Mr.  Vining,  “we  have  been 
afraid  to  talk  with  people  in  the  charismatic  move¬ 
ment,  or  we  have  avoided  it.  And  we  need  to  dia¬ 
logue,  to  share;  to  get  down  in  Christian  love  and 
go  after  this  thing.” 

ON  WATERGATE  AND  THE  MISSION 
OF  THE  CHURCH 

Mr.  Vining:  “Watergate  reflects  our  humanity: 
capable  of  both  greatness  and  weakness;  deceit  as 
well  as  .  .  .  forthright,  honest  leadership.  ...  It 
drives  home  to  us  that  we  in  the  church  have  the 
obligation  to  go  back  home  and  start  working  on 
our  own  beings;  being  honest,  forthright,  moral.  .  .” 

Mr.  Cain:  “.  .  .  it  has  reminded  me  that  what 
many  of  our  young  people  are  clamoring  for  is  valid: 
openness  and  respect  for  each  other,  honesty  in 
human  relationships.  .  .;  an  essential  kindness  to¬ 
ward  each  other.  I  see  in  many  of  the  younger  men 
(who  are  corning  from  seminary)  some  understand- 
insights  and  some  feelings  that  I  feel  are 
valid;  and  maybe  we  have  rejected  them  when  we 
snould  have  been  listening, 

Mr  Simmons:  “If  we  have  anything  to  learn 
trom  the  happenings  of  our  time  it  simply  is  to  be 
truthful  and  build  character.” 
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BILL  MANN,  nationally  known 
singing  evangelist  from  Dallas, 
Tex.,  will  conduct  a  Singing  Re¬ 
vival  in  Lake  Charles,  Sept.  9-12, 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church 
where  Dr.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  is 
pastor. 

SENIOR  CITIZENS  who  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Southside  Church  and  in 
convalescent  homes  in  Monroe 
were  treated  to  an  outing  at  the 
Baptist  Children’s  Home  Park,  as 
guests  of  Southside  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men,  James  Greenlee,  presi¬ 
dent.  Approximately  85  attended. 

“THE  SINGING  CHRISTIANS’’, 
a  gospel  quartet  from  Teneha, 
Tex.,  is  scheduled  to  appear  at 
the  family  .night  supper  in  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  on  Sept.  6.  The  Rev.  Hugh 
L.  Baker,  Jr.,  will  be  host. 

RECENT  GUEST  SPEAKERS  in 
the  DeRidder  Church  were  the 
Rev.  Robert  Townsend,  director 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
McNeese  State  University,  Lake 
Charles,  July  29,  and  the  Rev. 
Rex  Squyres,  retired  and  living  in 
Kinder,  at  the  Aug.  5  worship. 
The  Rev.  Byrd  Terry  is  the  De¬ 
Ridder  pastor. 

THE  PINEVILLE  CHURCH  had 
as  guest  minister  on  Aug.  5,  the 
Rev.  Lariy  Dean  Hardison,  minister 
to  youth  at  First  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria.  William  Bufkin  was  the 
speaker  for  the  evening  worship 
service.  The  Rev.  Stone  W. 
Caraway  is  the  Pineville  minister. 

MRS.  SYLIVA  BREAUX  was  the 
director  of  the  vacation  church 
school  held  in  the  Berwick  United 
Methodist  Church  the  first  week 
of  August.  Leaders  included  Mrs. 
Houston  Marshall,  Mrs.  Charlie 
Ann  Eues,  Mrs.  Linda  Forgey, 
Nadine  Guillot  and  other  helpers. 
The  Rev.  Ted  T.  Howes  is  pastor. 


NORMAN  BACON,  JR.,  and  Bill 
Broman  received  Eagle  Scout  re¬ 
cognition  at  the  Court  of  Honor 
held  by  Troop  199  recently  at 
Aurora.  They  were  escorted  by 
Eagles  Jim  and  John  Regan,  and 
the  presentation  was  made  by  Paul 
King,  a  district  executive.  Dr. 
Henry  A.  Rickey  is  pastor. 

“YOUTH  RALLY  FOR  CHRIST 
’73’’  was  held  Aug.  18  on  the 
North  Beach  in  Lake  Charles.  It 
was  a  city- wide  youth  service  in 
connection  with  Key  73.  The 
speakers  were  the  Rev.  Pete 
Harring  and  the  Rev.  V.  E.  Wash¬ 
ington. 

“MELODY  BELLES’’,  a  teenage 
girls’  choir  from  the  Wesley  Metn- 
odist  Church  in  Manchester, 
England,  gave  a  concert  on  Mon¬ 
day,  Aug.  13,  at  the  Gretna  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  choir 
members  were  guests  afterwards 
at  a  reception.  The  Gretna  minis¬ 
ter  is  the  Rev.  George  Harbuck. 

THE  SPRINGHILL  vacation 
church  school  students  invited 
parents  and  friends  to  a  snack 
supper  and  program,  Aug.  12.  The 
school  had  an  average  enrollment 
of  108.  The  Rev.  George  Harkins 
is  pastor. 

JOHN  HUTTON,  JR.,  director  of 
music  and  organist  in  Rayne 
Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans, 
attended  the  national  meeting  of 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Musicians  at  Florida  Southern 
College,  Lakeland,  Fla.,  Aug.  5- 

11.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hutton, 
guest  organist  at  Rayne  was  Miss 
Bonnie  Zakotnik. 

THE  REV.  PORTER  CARAWAY, 
retired,  was  guest  preacher,  Aug. 

12,  in  the  North  Highland  Church 
at  Shreveport  where  the  Rev. 
Lonnie  M.  Sibley  serves  as  pastor. 

THE  SEVIER  MEMORIAL  Church 
in  Ferriday  had  as  guest  speaker 
Herman  Stuckey  from  Vidalia  on 
Aug.  12.  Mike  Weego  presided  in 
the  absence  of  the  Rev.  George 
B.  Cunningham.  M.  J.  Upchurch 
led  the  evening  service. 


The  Rev.  David  Peabody  and  his  wife  Janet  were  honored  recently  upon 
his  leaving  Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  where  he  has 
served  as  an  associate  pastor  for  two  years.  Mr.  Peabody  is  to  enter  SMU 
this  fall  to  pursue  courses  leading  to  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree  in 
Religion.  FROM  LEFT:  Miss  Elsie  Ellis,  chairman  of  the  Commission  on 
Education;  Mrs.  Galloway,  Janet  and  David  Peabody  and  Dr.  Benedict 
Galloway,  senior  minister. 


RENEWAL  SERVICES  AT 
MOSS  BLUFF  PLANNED 

Renewal  services  begin  Sunday 
morning,  Aug.  26  at  11  a.m.  at  Moss 
Bluff  United  Methodist  Church  and 
will  continue  through  Wednesday, 
Aug.  29,  with  the  Rev,  Andy  Foreman 
of  New  Orleans  serving  as  evangelist, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Louis  Blanken- 
baker,  pastor. 

Mr.  Foreman  was  appointed  in  June, 
1973  as  an  “Approved  Evangelist,”  by 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  He  has  ser¬ 
ved  as  pastor  of  Louisiana  churches 
in  Alexandria,  New  Orleans,  and  Lu- 
ling.  Earlier ,  he  pastored  churches 
in  Grand  Island,  Neb.  and  East  Pep- 
'perell.  Mass.  A  Centenary  College 
graduate,  he  also  holds  the  bachelor  of 
divinity  degree  from  Emory  University, 
Atlanta,  Ga.  and  the  master  of  sacred 
theology  degree  from  Temple  Univer¬ 
sity,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  nightly  renewal  services  will  be 
held  at  7:30,  Sunday  through  Wednes¬ 
day.  Congregational  singing  will  be  led 
by  the  evangelist.  A  qualified  nursery 
attendant  will  be  on  duty. 
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SLAUGHTER  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  held  its  Vacation  Church 
School  June  25-29.  The  week  was 
concluded  with  a  program  on  Fri¬ 
day  night  with  each  class  making 
a  presentation  to  the  congregation 
and  on  Saturday  morning  the 
school,  accompanied  by  teachers 
and  parents,  went  to  the  Greater 
Baton  Rouge  Zoo.  Mrs.  Mary 
Roush  was  director  of  the  school; 
the  Rev.  Robert  Burgess  is  pastor. 

WHILE  THE  REV.  BOB  BURGESS 
pastor  of  Slaughter  and  Bluff  Creek 
Churches,  was  on  vacation  the 
pulpits  were  filled  by  laymen  from 
the  area,  Sunday,  July  8,  Roy 
Shehane  of  Zachary  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  brought  the  message. 
On  July  15  the  seryice  was  led  by 
three  brothers:  Todd  Maglone  was 
organist,  Bernard  Maglone  was 
leader  and  Tommy  Maglone  was 
speaker. 

THE  MUNHOLLAND  YOUTH  Choir 
of  Metairie  led  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service,  Sunday,  Aug.  5  at 
Slaughter  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  at  Munholland,  is  the 
choir  director.  In  the  program  Mr. 
Kilbourne  presented  the  “sermon’’ 
through  preaching  and  singing. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Burgess  is  pastor 
at  Slaughter. 


DAILY  BIBLE  BEADIXOS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading:,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Sept.  2 — Sunday  .  Job  1:6-22 

Sept,  3  .  Job  34:22-34 

Sept.  4  .  Job  42:1-10 

Sept.  5  .  Isaiah  42:1-9 

Sept.  6  .  Lam.  3:22-36 

Sept.  7  .  Job  9:1-9 

Sept.  8  .  James  5:13-20 

Sept.  9 — Sunday  ..  Psalm  34:1-10 


CHAPEL  CHOIR 
TOURS  THE  WEST 

The  Chapel  Choir  of  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  is  making  a 
3500  mile  tour  of  the  West.  The 
40  youthful  singers,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Will  Andress,  are 
presenting  their  version  of  the  rock 
musical  “GodspelU’in  11  churches 
during  the  12  day  trip. 

The  first  presentation  was  in 
Asbury  Church,  Odessa,  Texas, 
on  Aug.  14,  followed  by  concerts 
in  Community  Methodist,  Ruidoso, 
N.  Mex.;  St.  Paul’s  Methodist, 
Tucson,  Ariz.;  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  Yuma,  Ariz.;  St.  Mark’s, 
San  Diego,  Calif.;  First  Methodist, 
El  Centro,  Calif.;  Prescott  Meth¬ 
odist,  Prescott,  Ariz.;  First  Bap¬ 
tist,  Flagstaff,  Ariz.;  Asbury, 
Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.;  St, 
Stephen’s  Methodist,  Amarillo, 
Tex.;  and  First  United  Methodist, 
Richardson,  Tex. 
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FRANK  MESSENGER,  missionary 
to  Rhodesia,  has  a  new  address: 
49  Blatherwick,  Queensdale, 
Salisbury,  Rhodesia. 

DR.  MARK  LOWER,  executive 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation,  is  scheduled 
to  speak  in  the  Haynesville  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  Aug.  26.  The  Haynesville 
minister  is  the  Rev.  Lael  S. 
Jones. 


ATTENTION: 
CHURCH  SECRETARIES 

If  your  church  has  a  mailing 
permit,  please  see  that  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  is  on 
your  mailing  list.  If  it  does 
not  have  a  permit,  mail  us  a 
bulletin  or  newsletter  at  least 
once  a  month,  please. 


The  Rev.  Gary  VanHorn, 
newly  appointed  pastor 
of  the  Davidson  Memorial 
Church  at  Lafayette,  was 
guest  preacher  at  First 
Church,  Lafayette,  Sun¬ 
day  night,  Aug  T2.  Im¬ 
mediately  following,  a  re¬ 
ception  was  held  wel¬ 
coming  the  VanHorns  to 
Lafayette.  Pictured  at 
left,  in  foreground  is 
Mrs.  Eno  Bares.  In  re¬ 
ceiving  line,  from  left 
are  Emily  Wiley,  the  Rev. 
VanHorn  ,  Mrs.  VanHorn 
and  Betty  Means,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Means. 
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The  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
of  First  Church  in  Winnfield  held  the  Service  of  Celebration  Sunday, Aug. 
12,  when  they  officially  became  United  Methodist  Women.  At  the  same 
service,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bengtson,  president  of  the  Natchitoches  District  in¬ 
stalled  the  new  officers,  shown  in  the  picture,  from  left  to  right;  Mrs. 
Bengtson;  Mrs.  Terry  Kinney,  Co-ordinator  of  Christian  Personhood;  Mrs. 
Kelly  Peterson,  Vice  President;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Dietzel,  President;  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Whatley,  Member  of  Nominating  Committee;  Mrs.  J.  D.  Holmes,  Chairman 
Nominating  Committee;  Mrs.  Dennis  Shell,  Treasurer;  and,  Mrs.  T.  M. 
Varnell,  Secretary.  The  Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett,  not  shown,  is  pastor. 

Winan  Church  moves  full  speed 
ahead  with  building  plans 


Winan  United  Methodist  Church, 
Franklinton,  held  a  recent  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  meeting  at  which  its 
chairman,  B.  H.  Barker,  stated  that 
“The  purpose  of  this  meeting  is  to  iron 
out  technicalities  and  get  answers  to 
very  pertinent  questions  so  that  we  can 
move  forward  with  our  building  pro¬ 
gram.”  Present  at  the  meeting  was  the 
Rev.  William  Frazier,  superintendent 
of  the  Hammond  District. 

Walter  Johnson,  chairman  of  the 
building  committee  showed  and  ex¬ 
plained  the  tentative  plans  of  the  struc¬ 
ture,  indicating  certain  general  speci¬ 
fications.  T.  J.  Butler,  lay  leader,  then 
presented  a  letter  from  the  Office  of 
Church  Extensions  explaining  proce¬ 
dure  for  applying  for  loans  and  dona¬ 
tions. 

Other  members  present  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  asked  various  questions  concerning 
funds,  terms  of  loans,  and  size  of 
building.  The  District  Superintendent 
was  most  helpful  in  aiding  in  the  ans¬ 
wers  to  these  questions  along  with  Mr. 
Barker,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Butler. 

Mr.  Frazier,  then  complimented 
Winan  highly  for  having  no  outstand¬ 
ing  debts  on  either  the  church  or 
the  parsonage,  and  also  for  the  amount 
of  funds  already  on  hand  in  the  build¬ 


ing  fund.  He  said  that  with  the  fine 
record  that  Winan  has  made  for  itself 
throughout  the  years  and  because  of 
its  numerous  leaders  of  quality  which 
have  been  known  throughout  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  some  throughout  the  confer¬ 
ence,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  encour¬ 
age  the  church  to  apply  for  the  neces¬ 
sary  financial  aid.  He  expressed  great 
optimism  that  the  request  would  be 
granted.  Mr.  Frazier  encouraged  the 
church  to  accept  this  project  as  a  call 
from  God  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 
youth. 

Mitchel  Kohla,  trustee,  stated  that 
behind  such  encouraging  words,  the 
next  steps  should  be  to  process  appli¬ 
cations,  get  final  plans  and  specifica¬ 
tions  drawn  up  and  then  begin  to  get 
bids  from  contractors. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Johnson,  Chairman  of 
Ministries,  told  the  group  that  the 
church  is  embarking  upon  a  tremen¬ 
dous  financial  project  and  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  begin  saving  and  planning  ways 
to  increase  the  building  fund. 

The  Rev.  Willie  Henry,  pastor, 
complimented  the  group  and  expressed 
appreciation  for  the  enthusiasm  shown 
for  such  a  major  project. 

— Mrs  J.  S.  Barker,  reporter 
t 


The  women  of  the  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Sulphur  were 
hosts  to  the  newly  formed  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  Lake  Charles 
area  recently.  AT  RIGHT,  from  the 
TOP:  Mrs.  Lucy  Vincent,  president 
of  U.M.W.  ofl  Henning  Church,  Sul¬ 
phur;  Mrs.  Mildred  Schanz,  president 
of  U.M.W.  of  Vinton  Church;  and  Mrs. 
Delores  Parnell,  president  of  U.M.W. 
of  Wes  ley  Church.  Members  and  pros¬ 
pective  members  attended  the  gather¬ 
ing. 


Shown  at  left  is  Miss  Mary  Upshaw, 
church  organist,  after  being  presented 
an  AM/FM  radio  by  Rev.  Leland  D. 
Wade,  pastor  and  choir  director,  as  a 
going  away  gift  from  the  choir  of 
Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Minden.  Mary  has  been  the  church 
organist  for  the  past  two  years  but 
will  be  going  away  to  college  soon. 
Mrs.  Roy  D.  Hinton  will  take  Mary's 
place  as  church  organist. 


The  Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church,  V/atson,  operated  the 
concession  at  the  Leon  Impson  Horseshow  recently.  The  project 
was  initiated  by  the  United  Methodist  Women  and  the  proceeds 
were  put  into  a  fund  for  improvements  being  made  at  the  church 
and  parsonage.  The  montage,  above  ,  indicates  some  of  the 
action  of  the  day  that  netted  $250.  The  Rev.  Charles  Strong  is 
the  pastor. 


WORLD  FEDERATION  PLANS 
REGIONAL  MEETINGS 
FOR  METHODIST  WOMEN 

MEXICO  CITY  (UMC)  —  Officers 
of  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women  and  its  executive  committee, 
representing  57  countries  around  the 
world,  met  in  Mexico  City  July  26- 
July  28  for  the  Federation’s  first  mid¬ 
quinquennial  meeting. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to 
plan  for  the  Federation’s  Quinquennial 
Assembly  in  Singapore  in  1976,  for 
Area  Seminars  and  for  other  Federa¬ 
tion  programs.  For  the  first  time  in 
1973  and  1974  there  will  be  area  sem¬ 
inars.  These  are  scheduled  for:  South 
Africa,  Gambia,  Latin  America,  North 
America,  East  Asia,  Australia,  United 


Kingdom  and  Europe  (joint  seminar). 
It  is  very  interesting  to  note  that  wom¬ 
en  around  the  world  are  aware  of  the 
same  issues.  These  seminars  will  touch 
on  a  multitude  of  topics  including: 
Role  of  women  in  the  church,  Chris¬ 
tian  women  in  a  changing  world,  the 
ecumenical  movement,  meaning  of 
salvation  and  liberation  today,  king¬ 
dom  of  God  and  his  justice,  and  Chris¬ 
tian  women  in  home  and  state. 

In  discussions  during  the  meetings 
about  the  nature  of  the  World  Federa¬ 
tion,  Mrs.  Myrta  Pfeiffer  of  Aurora, 
Ill., ’pointed  out  that  the  Federation 
has  changed  from  having  a  missionary 
delegation  to  becoming  a  movement  of 
national  delegates.  .  Other  delegates 
spoke  up  to  say  that  the  Federation 
represents  a  sisterhood  throughout  the 


world  and  provides  an  opportunity  for 
international  understanding  that  would 
not  be  possible  without  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

The  Federation  has  shown  its  inter¬ 
est  in  international  understanding  by 
sponsoring  a  United  Nations’  Intern 
Program  which  will  begin  this  fall  with 
the  first  team  coming  from  Australia, 
East  Asia,  South  Africa,  West  Africa 
and  the  United  Kingdom.  The  team 
will  reside  in  New  York  City. 

Another  aspect  of  international  co¬ 
operation  and  interest  is  the  World 
Federation  Day.  The  1972  study  for 
that  day  was  on  freedom  and  was  pre¬ 
pared  in  the  United  Kingdom  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Kissack,  area  president.  This 
study  was  translated  into  several  lang¬ 


uages.  The  1973  study  will  be  “Chris¬ 
tian  Discipleship  Today”  written  by  a 
committee  from  the  Philippines. 

The  Federation  officers  and  execu¬ 
tive  committee  received  a  warm  wel¬ 
come  from  the  Mexican  Federation 
unit.  A  service  honoring  them  and 
celebrating  the  Mexican  Federation’s 
60  years  was  an  inspiring  event  for 
all. 

World  Federation  members  also  took 
part  in  the  celebration  of  the  100 
vears  of  Mexican  Methodism  at  Gante 
Church  Sunday,  July  29.  The  Feder¬ 
ation  there  presented  a  banner  to  the 
Mexican  Church. 

t 


AUGUST  23.  1973 


PAGE  SEVEN 


by  the  Editor 


Stcttda^  ScAmI 

New  Church  School  year  begins 

Happy  New  Church  School  year  !  it  begins  on  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  in  &ptember,  and  with  it  we  begin  a  new  series  of  Units  in  our 
studies  in  the  International  Lesson  Series.  Most  new  beginnings  are 
worthy  of  special  attention,  and  this  is  true  for  our  situation.  So  lefs  give 
a  nKsment  of  tinK  to  some  introductory  thoughts. 

TBE  Il>ri™S[ATIONAL 

The  International  Lesson  Series  is  based  on  a  six-year  cycle,  and 
we  are  now  b^inning  the  last  year  in  this  current  cycle  (1969-1974). 
This  Series,  whkh  is  the  basis  of  oar  Adult  Bible  Studies  units,  is  de¬ 
veloped  through  the  shared  efforts  of  some  30  denominations.  Ihis  «xaa- 
mittee  is  probably  the  oldest  working  ecumenical  group  in  existence  to¬ 
day.  The  Seri«  began  over  a  century  ago  with  the  basic  conviction  that 
“the  Bible  is  tte  major  medium  of  God’s  self-revelation  to  mankind,**  and 
that  It’s  truth  is  relevant  and  vital  to  the  life  of  growii^  persons. 

It  s^ms  specially  fitting  as  we  begin  this  unit  on  how  to  overcome 
division  in  the  church  to  realcK  that  our  very  Series  has  l»en  a  tremen¬ 
dous  witness  to  unity  aerrss  denominationai  lines  fear  more  than  a  cen¬ 
tury.  Truly,  a  great  cause  can  produce  binding  unity  within  creative  di¬ 
versity. 

GETTING  OUR  PERSPECTIVE 

Someone  has  said  that  if  you  have  two  hours  of  wood  cutting  to  do, 
you  best  spend  the  first  quarter-hour  sharpening  your  axe.  That’s  how  we 
may  consider  these  few  introductory  minutes. 

Let’s  step  back  a  moment,  away  from  the  trees,  to  get  a  look  at  the 
forest,  so  to  speak;  to  get  an  “overview,”  a  perspective  of  this  year’s 
studies. 

This  will  be  basic  and  dementary,  but  it  can  be  helpful. 

Tte  l^ons  for  the  year  are  divided  into  quarters.  There  are  thrilling 
themes  for  each  of  these  quarters.  The  first,  which  we  begin  today,  is 


entitled  THE  GOSPEL  OF  PAUL  and  continues  through  November  25. 
The  second  quarter’s  theme  is  THE  GOSPEL  OF  JOHN  and  continues 
through  December  23.  The  tMrd  quarter  is  ACTTS:  HOW  THE  CHURCH 
GREW,  and  is  completed  bn  May  26,  1974,  and  the  fourth  quarter  is  a 
study  d  several  Pauline  letters  entitled  LETTERS  TO  YOUNG 
CHURGHESi  It  ends  on  August  25,  1974,  ahd  the  Sunday  following  we 
will  be^  a  complete  new  six-year  cycle  of  studies. 

Ouii*  studies  this  year  are  given  entirely  to  pcations  of  several  New 
Testament  letters,  one  of  the  Gosiwls,  and  part  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles.  So,  get  ready  for  an  exciting  year  of  study! 

. 

NOTE  OF  APPRECIATION 

I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  ray  father.  Dr.  James  Wj 
Workman,  for  fc^ing  our  guest  writer  for  these  lessons  during  the  past 
quarter.  He  joins  a  distinguished  Ifet  of  otlasr  guest  writers,  and  we  are 
grateful  to  each  of  these.  We  will  contmue  from  time  to  time  to  haw 
guest  writer  for  The  Sunday  School  Lesson. 

ABOUT  THIS  PRESENT  QUARTER 

Our  present  qujuier’s  study  is  divided  into  three  units,  two  of  which 
are  four-Sunday  units  and  one  covering  five  Sundays,  There  is  a  vital 
relationship  between  these  three  units  so  a  word  about  them  will  be  help- 
fiil  as  we  begin  the  first,  • 

The  theme  for  this  first  quartet’s  three-unit  Study  is  THE  GOSPEL 
ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  Unit  I  (Sept,  2-23,  four  Sundays)  is  entitled 
“Mmistry  of  Recoaciliation”  and  is  a  study  ba^  on  portions  of  1st  and 
2nd  Corinthians.  Unit  II  (Sept  30-Oct.  28,  rive  Sundays),  “The  Message 
of  Reconciliation,”  is  a  study  based  entirely  on  portions  of  Romans.  Unit, 
III  (Nov.  4-25,  four  Sundays),  is  entitled  “The  Life  of  Reconciliation,” 
and  the  biblical  basis  is  Romans  and  1st  and  2nd  Corinthians, 

So  much  now  for  the  sharpening,  test’s  get  to  the  chopping, 

■  ♦  ♦  * 


UNIT  SUBJECT:  Ministry  Reconefliatum 
TODAY’S  LESSON  TITLE:  “Paul  Speaks  to  a  Di- 
vided  Church.” 

THE  SCRIPTURE:  1  Corinthiaiis  1:1-15;  3:1-9; 

5:1-2;  2  Corinthians  1:23-2:11;  12:19-21. 
PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  confront  the  fact 
of  human  divirions;  to  see  their  presence  in 
the  church  in  Corinth  and  in  our  church;  to 
see  how  Paul  dealt  with  this  issue;  and  to  bring 
ourselves  to  a  personal  commitment  to  the  min¬ 
istry  of  reconcilh^  divisions  of  which  we  are  a 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  There  is  one  body  and 
one  ^Miit,  just  as  you  were  called  to  the  one 
hope  that  belongs  to  your  call  (Ephesians  4:4). 

4:  * 

THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  PAUL 

This  quarter’s  theme  should  not  be  interpreted 
to  suggest  that  Paul  wrote  a  gospel  different  from 
that  which  Jesus  preached  or  that  which  is  reflected 
in  the  rest  of  the  New  Testament.  In  the  past  some 
authors  have  suggested  that  Paul’s  teachings  were 
dramatically  different  from  those  of  other  contem¬ 
porary  Christian  writers.  In  his  letter  to  the  Gala¬ 
tians  Paul  insists  that  the  gospel  he  preached  was 
not  a  man-made  gospel;  that  it  came  through  a  reve¬ 
lation  of  Jesus  Christ  (Gal.  l.Tl-12).  This  unit, 
therefore,  seeks  to  emphasize  how  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  so  touched  and  changed  the  life  of  Paul 
that  he  reflects  in  his  own  life  and  his  own  teach¬ 
ings  THE  gospel;  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  and 
our  Lord. 

It  has  been  said  that  Paul  “understood  the  mind 
of  Christ  more  than  did  any  person  who  has  ever 
lived.”  It  is  this  understanding  that  we  are  seeking 
after  in  this  study.  The  Holy  Spirit  can  guide  us  to 
it  and  then  from  it  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  our 
own,  so  that  we  may  then  witness  without  wrongful 

pride  to  “The  Gospel  According  to  Me.” 

*  *  * 

THE  PRIMACY  OF  THE  SUBJECT 

It  isn’t  by  accident  that  Paul  speaks  so  much  of 
reconciliation,  or  that  the  gospels  are  so  concerned 
with  the  theme  of  oneness,  or  that  even  the  Old 
Testament  reflects  such  concern  about  wholeness 
and  unity.  For  man  needs  such  a  call  to  wholeness 
and  unity.  He  is  separated  from  his  fellowman;  dis¬ 
unity  is  a  reality,  persons  are  separated,  homes  are 
divided,  nations  do  war  with  one  another.  And  even 
in  the  church  there  are  divisions.  Man  is  estranged 
from  himself,  his  fellowman  and  from  God.  How 
could  the  Bible  not  speak  to  so  common  and  urgent 
a  condition?  How  could  the  Christian  not  believe 

that  one  of  his  basic  missions  is  to  be  a  reconciler? 

*  *  * 


LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  2.  1973 

THE  SITUATION  IN  CORINTH 

The  very  introductory  greeting  in  Paul’s  letter 
(1  Cor.  1:2b)  reminds  his  readers  that  they  are 
called  to  unity:  “To  the  church  of  God  which  is  at 
Corinth,  to  those  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus,  called 
to  be  saints  together  with  all  those  who  in  cv^ 
place  call  on  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ . . 
(emphasis  mine).  We  and  they  are  called  to  be 
“saints  together,”  but  the  reality  of  human  divisions 
separate  us.  (Read  1st  Corinthians  1:1-15  to  see 
Paul’s  statement  detailing  the  divisions  within  the 
church  in  Corinth). 

The  introductory  statement  on  pages  4  and  5  in 
the  lesson  quarterly  is  worthy  of  review  at  this 
point.  What  are  the  evidences  of  a  divided  church 
in  the  world  today?  In  your  church? 

The  way  the  Corinthians  might  have  divided  is 
interesting.  The  Gentiles  might  have  chosen  Paul  as 
their  leader  because  he  was  the  apostle  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles.  The  Jewish  community  could  have  chosen  Peter 
because  he  specialized  in  working  with  the  Jews. 
Since  Apollos  may  have  been  a  skilled  orator  from 
some  center  of  learning,  possibly  the  scholarly  would 
have  found  his  wisdom  appealing.  Or,  to  put  it  an¬ 
other  way,  the  “world  mission”  group  or  “social 
activists”  chose  Paul  as  their  leader,  the  more  “tradi¬ 
tionalists”  gravitated  to  Peter,  and  the  “intellectuals” 
rallied  around  Apollos. 

Regardless  of  how  it  may  have  been,  the  fact 
of  division  was  there,  Presbyterian  scholar  Robert 
D,  Taylor,  Jr.,  writes  concerning  Corinth  and  its 
three  leaders:  “The  (church  in  Corinth)  had  been 
led  by  three  of  the  top  ministers  of  the  day  and, 
should  have  been  one  of  the  strongest  churches  in 
Christendom.  Yet  it  was  one  of  the  weakest  because 

its  strength  was  wasted  on  needless  internal  strife,” 

*  *  * 

THE  TRAGEDIES  OF  DIVISION 

Division  in  the  church  in  Corinth  brought  at 
least  three  tragic  results.  First,  the  Corinthians  lost 
their  sense  of  purpose.  Their  mission  should  have 
been  to  present  a  united  witness  to  the  lost.  Instead, 
they  could  hardly  get  along  together  because  of 
their  arguing. 

Secondly,  they  became  frustrated  and  lost  their 
sense  of  priority.  Time  was  spent  in  trivial  arguments 
which  divided  them.  They  otherwise  could  have 
given  a  united  witness  to  the  Lordship  of  Jesus 
Christ,  so  desperately  needed  in  the  city  of  Corinth. 

In  the  third  place,  their  divisions  affected  their 
private  lives  and  weakened  their  morals.  Their  un¬ 
ity  gone,  there  was  no  encouragement  or  motivation 

to  live  according  to  a  community  standard. 

*  ♦  * 

PAUL’S  CONCERN,  REACTION  AND  REMEDY 

Evident  from  the  beginning  of  his  letter  is  Paul’s 


deep  sense  of  love  for  the  people  of  the  Corinthian 
church.  “I  give  thanks  always  for  you  .  .  (1st  Cor. 
1:4).  “I  appeal  to  you  .  .  .  that  all  of  you  agree  and 
there  be  no  dissension  among  you,  but  that  you  be 
united.  .  .”  (1:10). 

His  reaction  to  the  division  in  Corinth  was  to 
vigorously  emphasize  that  Christ  is  not  divided;  that 
all  who  are  united  to  him  by  faith  must  be  bound  to 
one  another, 

A  vital  element  emerges  at  this  point,  one  which 
must  be  considered:  Does  this  unity  of  which  Paul 
speaks  mean  “conformity?”  Must  we  all  think  alike 
and  believe  alike  and  worship  alike  and  so  on?  What 
is  the  difference  between  “unity  in  the  spirit”  and 
“conformity?” 

This  writer  believes  that  our  United  Methodist 
Church  is  in  a  unique  position  to  minister  redempi- 
tively  to  the  points  of  division  within  the  church  be¬ 
cause  we  are  by  tradition  tolerant  in  secondary  mat¬ 
ters  while  being  firm  in  our  conviction  that  Christ 
is  the  center  of  our  common  faith.  “If  your  heart 
is  as  my  heart,  give  me  your  hand,”  said  John  Wes¬ 
ley.  How  can  this  tradition  enable  us  to  face  the 

reality  of  division  within  the  church  today? 

*  *  * 

PERSONAL  DECISION 

“Every  man  is  a  potential  adversary,  even  those 
whom  we  love.  Only  through  dialogue  are  we  saved 
from  this  enmity  toward  one  another.  Dialogue  is 
to  love,  what  blood  is  to  the  body.  When  the  flow 
.  .  .  stops,  the  body  dies.  When  dialogue  stops,  love 
dies  and  resentment  and  hate  are  born.  But  dialogue 
can  restore  a  dead  relationship.  Indeed,  this  is  the 
miracle  of  dialogue.  . 

This  quote  from  THE  MIRACLE  OF  DIA¬ 
LOGUE,  by  Reuel  L.  Howe,  points  to  the  promise 
that  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  holds  for  all  divi¬ 
sion;  even  that  within  the  church.  It  calls  for  a  de¬ 
cision  from  each  of  us.  What  will  we  do? 

*  *  * 


QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSMON 

L  How  groat  a  sense  of  nnity  should  Qiristkns 
feel  toward  one  another? 

2.  What  are  those  things  that  divide  groups  to¬ 
day?  Paul  pointed  out  that  the  division  m  Corinth 
centered  around  persons  (Paul,  Peter,  Apollos).  To 
wliat  extent  does  loyalty  to  human  leaders  (rather 
than  to  Christ)  play  in  today’s  divisions  in  the 
church? 

3.  How  can  we  achieve  unity  and  still  respect 
differences? 

4.  Do  you  care  enough  about  unity  to  personally 
decide  to  do  one  thing  this  week  to  achieve  it?  If 
so,  what? 
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From  Our  Readers 


THE  Challenge  of  high  school 


A  high  school  student 
edits  0  strip  of  motion 
picture  film.  Cinemato¬ 
graphy,  along  with  such 
subjects  as  marine  bio¬ 
logy  and  drama,  is  one 
of  the  numerous  “elec¬ 
tives”  available  to  to¬ 
day’s  high  schooler  in 
addition  to  the  basic 
“core  curriculum”  of 
social  studies,  math, 
science  and  English.... 
Although  high  school 
has  been  described  as 
the  “intermediate  stage” 
between  the  complete 
dependency  of  grammar 
school  and  the  complete 
independence  of  college, 
it  is  generally  agreed 
that  the  beginning  of 
high  school  is  one  of 
the  important  milestones, 
and  challenges,  in  a  stu¬ 
dent’s  academic  career. 
(RNS  Photo) 


Campus  ministers  stress  need 
for  reassessment  of  their  role 


DENVER  (RNS)  —  Reassessment 
of  the  role  of  campus  ministers  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  mainline  Protes¬ 
tant  communions  was  a  major  focus  of 
an  ecumenical  gathering  here. 

Styles  of  ministries  in  the  1970s, 
professional  identity  and  ways  to  in¬ 
crease  national  and  regional  communi¬ 
cation  were  all  high  on  the  list  of  con¬ 
cerns  at  the  first  Ecumenical  Campus 
Ministry  Conference. 

Some  400  Protestant  and  Catholic 
participants  convened  with  the  reali¬ 
zation  that  colleges  and  universities 
are  different  in  1973  from  the  1960s 
when  activism  was  more  common. 

There  was  recognition  that  students 
are  now  quieter,  and  that  students  and 
faculty  members  are  turning  more  to  a 
type  of  spirituality  that  usually  takes 
personal  and  inward  directions. 

“Students  are  disillusioned  by  the 
whole  political  process,”  said  the  Rev. 
Pharis  Harvey,  secretary  for  university 


and  young  adult  ministries  for  the 
World  Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  Harvey  said  students  feel  there 
is  nothing  they  can  do  about  political 
issues.  “They’re  escaping  into  inner 
space  oriented  activities,  the  Jesus 
movement,  eastern  religions,  evange¬ 
lism,”  he  stated.  “They’re  building 
psychic  walls  against  a  hostile  world.” 

The  Rev.  Phil  Stephan,  a  Lutheran 
minister  at  the  University  of  Colorado, 
said  the  campus  ministry  is  probably 
“in  less  crisis  now  than  at  the  end  of 
the  1960s. 

“Personally,  I  see  a  spiritual  con¬ 
sciousness  emerging.  A  number  of  us 
are  attempting  to  address  ourselves  to 
that.  Our  hardest  work  is  explaining 
that  there’s  something  of  spiritual  value 
within  the  Christian  faith  and  it  has 
some  application  to  moving  their  (stu¬ 
dents’)  lives.” 
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PRACTICE  CHRISTIANITY 
AT  HOME 

Dear  Rev.  Workman: 

It  was  a  real  pleasure  to  read  the  9 
August  1973  issue  of  the  Louisiana 
Methodist.  To  find  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  practicing  religion  abroad 
—  hymnals  for  Mexico;  $50,000  pro¬ 
ject  for  famine  relief  in  West  Africa — 
these  are  activities  the  Church  can  be 
proud  of. 

But  —  what  is  the  Church  doing  to 
alleviate  the  senior  citizen  malnutrition 
and  starvation  in  this  country?  The 
Social  Security  relief  recently  passed 
into  law  is  needed  now  —  not  July, 
1974. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  nice  if,  in  addition 
to  practicing  religion,  the  Church  prac¬ 
ticed  a  little  Christianity  here  at  home? 
Sincerely  yours, 

Howard  C.  Goetz,  Jr.,  D.D. 
Metairie,  La. 
t 

MAYBE  WE  COULD  HUM  IT? 

My  dear  Sir: 

Have  you  seen,  heard  or  sung  the 
Key  73  Hymn,  Let  God  be  God?  (see 
Arkansas  issue  of  July  12). 

According  to  the  committee  that 
selected  the  number  from  more  than 
1,000  entries,  it  was  a  difficult  task.- 

The  hymn  is  quite  disappointing  and 
if  this  is  the  best  one  submitted,  it 
would  be  amusing  to  see  the  poorest  of 
the  poor  from  among  the  more  than 
1,000  others! 

My  prediction  is  that  it  will  never 
be  used  to  much  extent  because  the 
words  are  mediocre,  the  tune  is  lack¬ 
ing  in  euphony,  the  rhythm  irregular, 
and  the  harmonization  is  too  difficult 
for  the  average  choir  and,  particularly, 
the  congregational  singer. 

Sincerely  yours, 

D.  C.  Perry 
Waldo,  Ark. 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Agreed  on  most  every 
point.  What  left  me  wondering,  when  / 
first  read  the  hymn  and  had  similar  im¬ 
pressions,  was  ‘'What  on  earth  do  you 
suppose  would  happen  if  I  refused  to 
‘Let  God  be  God  .  .  .  and  Christ  be 
Lord  .  .  .  I  hadn’t  realized  that  this 
awaited  my  permission.  Other  than  this 
and  the  few  minor  points  you  mention,  1 
agree  with  you  that  it’s  a  very  fine  hymn 
indeed.) 

t 

SYMBOL  OF  SEARCH  FOR  PEACE 

Dear  John: 

As  a  retired  Methodist  minister  and 
reader  of  THE  METHODIST  I  want 
to  congratulate  you  (on  the  paper). . . 

I  am  also  glad  you  welcome  letters 
from  the  readers.  After  all,  they  are  an 
important  part  of  the  church  and  I  am 


glad  that  you  encourage  them  to  speak 
through  their  fine  church  paper  .  .  . 

In  the  June  21,  ’73  issue  you  have 
an  impressive  picture  and  write-up  of 
the  United  Nations  Qiurch  Center  lo¬ 
cated  in  New  York  City.  While  it  is- 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  and  built  with 
money  provided  by  the  women’s  or¬ 
ganizations  of  the  church,  it  is  definite*^ 
ly  ecumenical  in  it’s  service  and  out¬ 
look.  And  of  course  you  will  agree 
that  this  is  the  .way  it  should  be  as  it 
ministers  to  the  cause  of  world  peace 
which  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
for  the  U.N.’s  existence. 

It  reminds  us  of  our  trip  to  the  U.N. 
in  October,  1959,  doesn’t  it? 

Sincerely, 

H.  W.  Jinske 
Hot  Springs,  Ark. 
t 

MORE  ON  TONGUES 
Dear  Editor: 

1  did  welcome  you  on  tongue  speak¬ 
ing.  I  know  too  that  a  lot  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  have  gone  that  way  seeking  green¬ 
er  pastures  because  we  as  Methodists 
have  failed  to  teach  the  second  chapter 
of  Acts  better.  Now  you  can  under¬ 
stand  why  I  am  opposed  to  the  way 
our  people  send  those  lessons  on  to 
us  .  .  . 

The  miracle  was  not  in  the  ears  of 
the  hearers,  but  in  the  mouth  of  the 
speakers  .  .  .  First  they  received  power 
to  speak  in  a  foreign  language,  in  lang¬ 
uages  other  than  their  own  Hebrew, 
and  heaven  understood  them.  The 
Holy  Ghost  was  the  symbol  of  many 
“tongues”  speaking  many  languages 
before  unknown. 

This  specific  instance  interprets  the 
apostle’s  ability  to  speak  in  foreign 
tongues  as  a  manifestation  of  the  Spir¬ 
it.  Speaking  in  tongues  is  mentioned  in 
several  other  places  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  None  of  these  passages  state 
that  the  “glossolalia”  implies  the  gift 
of  being  able  to  speak  in  a  foreign 
language.  .  . 

These  are  only  a  few  (references). 
I  know  you  could  dig  up  more  and 
they  would  be  different,  too.  Then  why 
don’t  we  get  one  that  will  bring  out 
the  truth  of  the  second  chapter  of  Acts 
and  teach  the  truth  regardless  to  whom 
this  makes  a  bad  taste  in  their  mouth? 
Then  (we  should)  tell  all  (persons)  that 
these  men  that  preached  that  day  of 
Pentecost  were  only  ignorant  Galilee 
fishermen  speaking  in  their  own  Gali- 
leean  brogue  the  wonderful  works  of 
their  God. 

I  do  enjoy  the  paper  .  .  .  Please 
don’t  misunderstand  me.  I  do  believe 
in  the  Holy  Ghost  baptism  .  .  . 

Yours  in  His  service, 

Milton  VaUery 
Pineville,  La. 


COLLEGE  -  NEW  INDEPENDENCE  AND  MANY  CHOICES 


Students  listen  and  take  notes  as  a  professor  lectures  during  a  college 
class.  For  both  students  and  their  parents,  the  first  year  of  college  is  a 
period  of  many  changes  and  adjustments  in  attitudes  and  habits. ..For  the 
freshman,  the  major  adjustments  will  be  learning  to  cope  with  new  levels 
of  independence  and  the  almost  overwhelming  choices  open  to  them  in 
every  aspect  of  college  life. ..For  parents,  the  adjustments  and  concerns 
will  be  just  as  complex  -  coping  with  the  rising  cost  of  college  education, 
hoping  that  their  children  will  not  be  caught  up  in  the  “new  morality,” 
learning  when  it  is  the  right  time  to  give  firm  guidance  and  encouragement 
and  when  it  is  the  time  to  leave  the  freshman  son  or  daughter  alone. 
(RNS  Photo) 
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Bishop  Carleton  named  interim 
administrator  of  Houston  Area 


Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr.,  (left  center)  of  Princeton,  N.J.,  and  Bishop 
Alejandro  Ruiz,  head  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mexico,  lead  a  proces¬ 
sional  at  Gante  Church  in  Mexico  City  at  recent  meeting  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council  and  held  in  conjunction  with  Centennial  of  Meth¬ 
odism  in  Mexico.  Bishop  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
Executive  Committee,  presided  at  its  meeting.  A  mission  consultation 
sponsored  by  the  Council  was  also  held  in  Mexico  City  July  29-Aug.  2. 

M  exico  Methodists  observe  Centennial; 
WMC  mission  consultation  held 


MEXICO  CITY  (UMC)  —  Seeking 
new  motivation  for  mission  and  ex¬ 
ploring  new  patterns  of  work  and  dia¬ 
log  with  other  faiths,  some  135  lead¬ 
ers  met  here  July  30-Aug.  2  for  a  mis¬ 
sion  consultation  under  the  auspices 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

While  the  consultation  adopted  no 
findings  as  such,  its  study  papers  and 
suggestions  coming  out  of  its  work 
groups  will,  by  action  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  be  received  and  referred  to  the 
59  member  churches  for  their  study 
and  action. 

The  meeting  was  planned  for  con¬ 
sultation  together  about  the  nature, 
purpose  and  strategies  of  the  world 
mission  of  the  church. 

In  addition  to  Council  members, 
those  attending  the  consultation  in¬ 
cluded  representatives  of  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women,  cer¬ 
tain  staff  members  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  representatives  of  world 
confessional  families,  ecumenical  or¬ 
ganizations,  United  Churches,  and 
other  guests. 

About  150  leaders  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  and  consultants  met  concurrently 
to  make  plans  for  a  world  conference 
in  Singapore  in  1976  and  to  hear  prog¬ 
ress  reports  on  various  facets  of  the 
Council’s  work. 

Six  new  member  churches  were  re¬ 
ceived,  bringing  the  Council’s  mem¬ 
bership  up  to  59  units  in  87  countries. 
The  six  new  member  churches  wel¬ 
comed  into  the  Council  are  the  church 
in  Sierra  Leone,  the  British  Synod  in 
Rhodesia,  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Hong  Kong,  the  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Republic  of  China  (Taiwan),  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Panama  and  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Costa  Rica. 

Tentative  plans  were  made  for  the 
quinquennial  meeting  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  to  be  held  in 
Singapore  Aug.  17-24,  1976.  Several 
other  satellite  meetings  of  related 
groups  will  be  held  concurrently  or 


just  before  or  after  the  major  assem¬ 
blies.  Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder  of  De¬ 
troit  heads  the  program  committee  for 
the  1976  Conference.  Bishop  Loder  is 
the  spiritual  leader  of  the  Michigan 
Area  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
t 


Albuquerque,  N.M.  (UMN)  —  Bish¬ 
op  Alsie  H.  Carleton  has  been  named 
interim  administrative  head  of  the 
Houston  Aj-ea  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  by  the  eight-state  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  College  of  Bish¬ 
ops  following  the  death  of  Bishop 
Kenneth  W.  Copeland  in  Houston, 
Aug.  7. 

Bishop  Carleton  is  president  of  the 
nine-member  college.  He  will  assume 
this  responsibility  in  addition  to  his 
own  duties  as  the  resident  bishop  of 
the  Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico 
Area. 

The  college  has  the  responsibility 
of  filling  vacancies  in  the  episcopal 
ranks  between  session  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences  with  final  ratifica¬ 
tion  by  the  denomination’s  Council 
of  Bishops  executive  committee. 

United  Methodist  bishops  are  ap¬ 
pointed  to  geographic  area  for  a  four 
year  term  by  the  quadrennial  session 
of  the  jurisdictional  conference. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  col¬ 
lege  of  bishops  is  expected  to  meet  in 
September  to  consider  filling  the  post 
left  vacant  by  Bishop  Copeland's  death. 

Three  options  are  open  to  the  col¬ 
lege:  calling  a  special  session  of  the 
jurisdictional  conference  to  elect  an¬ 
other  bishop,  appointing  one  of  their 
own  number  to  administer  the  area  in 
addition  to  present  duties,  or  recalling 


FUMMs  hold  innovative  convocation 


“The  best  of  the  old  and  the  best  of 
the  new  can  co-exist  in  church  music” 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  (UMC)— There’s 
a  popular  song  which  says,  “I’d  like 
to  teach  the  world  to  sing,”  and  an¬ 
other  which  says,  “I  believe  in  music,  1 
believe  in  love.” 

These  could  have  been  the  theme 
songs  for  nearly  900  United  Method¬ 
ist  musicians  as  they  met  here  Aug.  5- 
11.  And  if  they  have  anything  to  do 
with  it,  Christians — “the  people  who 
have  something  to  sing  about”  —  will 
lead  the  chorus. 

About  500  adults,  200  youth,  and 
another  200  of  their  family  members 
came  to  Lakeland  and  left  not  only 
with  a  song  on  their  lips  but  in  their 
hearts  as  well. 

Men  and  women,  young  and  old, 
ranging  from  small  church  volunteers 
to  full-time  professional  organists  and 
choir  directors  sang  and  chanted 
Psalms  during  innovative  worship 
services,  soaked  up  the  smell  of  in¬ 
cense  at  a  medieval  advent  service, 
clapped  hands  during  “soul  music” 
sessions,  and  took  part  in  role-playing, 
drama,  pantomimes,  workshops,  and 
seminars. 

The  setting  for  the  biennial  convo¬ 
cation  of  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodist  Musicians  was  Florida 
Southern  College,  home  of  the  largest 
collection  of  Frank  Lloyd  Wright  archi¬ 
tecture  in  the  world.  The  musicians 
processed  by  candlelight  throughout 
the  campus  one  night  as  special  music 
blended  with  the  architectural  forms. 
There  were  vocal  solos  accompanied 
by  the  ancient  lute  in  the  library,  bold 
organ  music  in  the  large  chapel,  folk 
songs  by  the  fountain  outside  the  ad¬ 


ministration  building,  a  lilting  solo  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  harp  in  a  small  chap¬ 
el,  and  even  a  dance  performance  on 
a  walkway  roof  by  Columbia,  S.C., 
minister  Thom  Jones.  Moving  between 
the  large  chapel  which  dominates  the 
campus  and  the  science  building,  Jones 
portrayed  the  essential  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  two. 

“The  best  of  the  old  and  the  best 
of  the  new  can  co-exist  in  church  mu¬ 
sic,”  was  the  repeated  affirmation  of 
Alec  Wyton,  organist  and  choirmaster 
for  New  York’s  Cathedral  of  St.  John 
the  Divine.  Wyton  led  an  opening 
hymn  festival  and  daily  organ  work¬ 
shops  and  presented  a  mid-week  organ 
recital  in  which  he  played  a  new  com¬ 
position  prepared  especially  for  the 
convocation. 

Accompanied  by  a  rock  ensemble 
as  well  as  the  organ,  Wyton  led  par¬ 
ticipants  in  “new”  hymns  during  the 
opening  festival.  “Some  musicians 
throw  out  the  baby  with  the  bath  while 
looking  for  new  music,”  he  observed. 
“Most  Methodists  don’t  know  what 
wonderful  ‘new’  music  is  in  their  own 
hymnal.” 

Richard  Avery  and  Donald  Marsh, 
a  lively  music  and  worship  leadership 
team,  directed  daily  worship  services 
on  the  theme  “One  Life”  moving  from 
birth  on  the  first  day  to  resurrection 
on  the  last.  Marsh  is  choir  director 
and  Avery  is  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian 
church  in  Port  Jervis,  N.Y_. 

Calling  for  anthems  and  hymns  rele¬ 
vant  to  the  world  in  1973,  Avery  said, 
“It’s  time  we  had  music  which  uses 
words  and  symbols  that  have  meaning 


a  retired  bishop  to  complete  the  un- 
expired  three  year  term. 

Bishop  Carleton  said  the  Houston 
Area  Texas  conference  cabinet  will 
play  a  major  role  in  the  final  decision. 

“We  (the  College  of  Bishops)  will 
be  working  with  them  to  find  a  way 
to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  Bishop 
Copeland,”  said  Bishop  Carleton. 

“Kenneth  Copeland  was  a  dynamic 
preacher,  a  dedicated  spiritual  leader 
and  a  gifted  administrator,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  Carleton,  “Our  final  decision  must 
be  carefully  weighed.” 

Bishop  Carleton  said  he  would  be 
in  conversation  with  the  Texas  Annual 
Conference  cabinet  within  the  next  few 
days, 

t 

LOOKING  FOR  A  JOB? 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
Recommendations  and  applications  fur 
the  position  of  editor  of  Together,  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodism’s  family  magazine,  and 
its  proposed  successor.  United  Meth¬ 
odists  Today,  are  now  being  received. 
Inquiries  should  be  directed  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Dr.  John  E.  Procter,  Pres¬ 
ident  and  Publisher,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House,  201  8th  Ave. 
S,,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Deadline  for  receiving  applications 
is  Sept.  28. 

A  six-member  Board  of  Publication 
“search”  committee  headed  by  John 
B.  Russell,  Richmond,  Va.,  will  con¬ 
sider  the  applications. 

The  Discipline  requires  that  the 
Board  of  Publication  elect  editors  of 
the  general  church  periodicals  after 
consultation  with  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  and  that  one  of  the  edi¬ 
tors  be  designated  as  editorial  direc¬ 
tor  of  general  church  periodicals, 
t 


to  our  urban  society  and  speak  to  the 
issues  of  our  time.”  He  mused  that  an 
anthem  might  even  be  written  about 
Watergate, 

Drawing  enthusiastic  response  was 
an  “Advent  in  August”  service  led  by 
more  than  200  youth  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Rev.  PhiUp  Dietterich, 
Westfield,  N.J.,  a  former  Fellowship 
president.  The  youth  workshop,  shar¬ 
ing  many  programs  with  the  entire 
convocation,  was  sponsored  by  the 
Florida  Conference. 

All  carols  in  the  Advent  service 
were  from  the  12th  through  the  15th 
centuries,  those  which  might  have  been 
heard  in  a  medieval  English  cathedral. 

Emphasizing  “the  new  is  old,”  the 
service  was  described  as  a  “multi-med¬ 
ia  experience  engaging  all  of  man's 
senses  through  the  use  of  incense,  col¬ 
orful  ceremony,  movement  in  proces¬ 
sion,  and  music  in  various  instruments 
and  voices.” 

New  officers  of  the  1,400-mcmbcr 
Fellowship  were  installed  at  the  end  of 
the  week  by  Board  of  Discipleship 
General  Secretary  Melvin  G.  Talbert 
and  the  Fellowship’s  executive  secre¬ 
tary  Glenn  S.  Gothard.  The  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  E.  Scoggin,  Rochester,  Minn.,  suc¬ 
ceeds  the  Rev.  Howard  Coble,  High 
Point,  N.C.,  as  president. 
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WARREN  D.  PHILLIPS 
by  Johnson  Bros.,  Glenmora 
MRS.  PEARL  H.  HARRISON 
by  Mrs .  Eula  H.  Lesley 
GUNTER  BROTHERS 
by  Marguerite  N.  McCan 
SAM  VACHERIE 
by  Marguerite  N.  McCan 
MRS.  ADDIE  G.  HOLLOWAY 
by  Marguerite  N.  McCan 
KENNY  NEW 

by  Mr,  &  Mrs.  G.  W.  Sims 
MRS.  JESSIE  DICKEY 
by  Hebert  United  Methodist  Church 
TON  AS  MEAUX 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  C.  Pugh 
CECIL  BERGSTEDT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Audry  Mickelwait 
KENNY  NEW 

by  Athens  United  Methodist  Church 
MRS.  NEVA  BAIRD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leon  DeLoach  & 
Athens  U.M.C. 

MISS  MARTHA  COLE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs ,  G .  A .  Kelly 
MRS.  EDITH  KILPATRICK 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  H .  O .  Heame  & 

Mrs.  Maridene  H.  Young 
HAROLD  W .  KILPATRICK 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  H .  O .  Heame  & 

Mrs.  Maridene  H.  Young 
JOE  W,  OSSENBACK 
by  Tyrus  &  Darlene  Pendergrass 
MRS.  LOUELLA  PETERSON 
by  C.  B.  Johnson 
KEITH  TALBOT 
by  Olivia  B.  Robinson 
MRS.  EDITH  KILPATRICK 
by  Mrs.  George  H.  Rogers 
MISS  MARTHA  COLE 
by  Mrs .  Zeph  Dayis  Cole 
LUTHER  RAINWATER 
by  Scott  Truck  &  Tractor.  Co. 

JAMES  C.  HOWELL,  JR. 

by  Dot  &  Nell  Tumipseed 
C.  F.  MORELAND 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  M.  Yarbrough 
SHELBY  TALBOT 
by  Olivia  B.  Robinson 
DR.  FRED  MORELAND 
by  Miss  Maggie  &  John  Pitts 
MRS.  EDITH  NIHART 
by  Mrs.  A.  H.  Valentine 
MISS  NANCY  NADER 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  D.  L.  McGuire 
DAN  CAUIOUN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Laz  B.  Baughman 
SAM  MICHNER 
by  Mrs.  W.  L.  Gill 
MRS.  JOHN  O'NEAL 
by  Mrs,  W.  L.  GUI 
MRS.  JOHN  L.  WALLS 
by  Mrs.  W.  L.  Gill 
EUGENE  LEVIN  FARRAR 
by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Youngblood 
W.  I.  ANTTSDEL 

by  Halfway  Home  Demonstration  Qub, 
Coushatta 

MRS.  ROBERT  WALSH 
by  La.  Mem .  United  Methodist 
Church,  Opelousas 
ERNEST  w.  McKinney 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  N.  Graves,  & 

Mrs .  Eunice  Franklin 


Memorials 


MRS.  ELIZABETH  PRICE 
by  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Church 
GARY  L.  HENLEY.  SR. 

by  Mrs .  Juanita  Benton 
E.  L.  FARRAR 
by  Mrs .  E .  A .  Scaife 
LAMAR  TAYLOR 
by  Mrs .  Bessie  Byrd 
DR.  FRED  MORELAND 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Sawyer 
DAN  CALHOUN 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  D.  L.  McGuire 
HARVEY  HILL 
by  Mrs .  Lillian  Alexander 
MRS.  C.  L.  SALSBURY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Ca;^  &  Freida 
ERNEST  W.  McKINNEY 
by  Ben  J .  Haygood,  Jr . 

BRENT  ACUFF 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Baggett 
CECIL  BERGSTEDT 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Ray  Baggett 
EDGAR  H.  GREENE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dennis  V.  McCIaskey 
ERNEST  PECK 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  B.  Nichols 
MRS.  ELLAM.  HARDEE 
by  Castor  United  Methodist  Women 
EDGAR  H.  GREENE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hammett 
E.  H.  "Pete"  GREENE 
by  Mrs .  Pat  Strother,  Laurine, 

Patti,  Iris  and  Susan 
L.  C.  RAINWATER 
by  Johnny  &  Patricia  Johnson 
J.  C.  Barnes 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  G.  Tudor 
MRS.  PHIL  LIVINGSTON 
by  Ed  and  Dorothy  McDonald 
BRENT  ACUFF 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Baggett  & 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Ray  Baggett 
LEAMON  BUNN 

by  Chatham  Lhiited  Methodist  Church 
LAMAR  TAYLOR 
by  Mrs  .  Elvada  Ray 
by  Miss  Charlie  T.  Butler 
by  Mrs  .  Tom  Butler 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Simpson 
MRS.  EDITH  KILPATRICK  & 

HAROLD  WAYNE  KILPATRICK 
by  Keith  Helen  Yeager 
LEAMON  BUNN 
by  Keith  &  Helen  Yeager 
MRS .  KATE  GAY 
by  Keith  &  Helen  Yeager 
MRS.  GIL  SALSBURY 
by  Keith  &  Helen  Yeager 
R.  LAMAR  TAYLOR 
by  Mr .  8i  Mrs .  Terry  M .  McPhearswi 
DAMON  LOVE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ott  Wright 
ERNEST  W.  McKINNEY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  R.  Lee 

The  Methodist  University  of  Indon¬ 
esia,  one  of  the  newest  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  universities  in  the  world,  has  an 
enrollment  of  325  after  eight  years 
of  existence.  .jj. 


J.  C.  BARNES 
by  Mrs  .  Mary  Haile 
VERNIE  HUGHES 
by  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  Jena 
G .  S .  VALENTINE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ted.  Johnston 
LAMAR  TAYLOR 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  DeWitt  Henry 
JIM  RIDDLE 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  DeWitt  Henry 
MRS .  W .  A .  (Emma)  McKENZIE,  JR . 

by  Mr.  &Mr8.  H.  Blume  Johnson 
R.  L.  TAYLOR 
by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Lyons 
FRED  P.  MINARD 
by  Randly  L.  Ewing  &  Mr.  L.  C. 
Ewing 

JOHN  THOMAS  TUBERVILLE 
by  Eddie  C.  TUberville 
TENNAS  MEAUX 
by  Evelyn  &  Marion  Hartwell 
DR.  S.  F.  MARTIAN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Qaud  W.  Lowe 
DAN  CALHOUN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  G.  Taylor 
R .  IJVMAR  TAYLOR 
by  Mrs.  N.  D.  Huie,  Jr. 


METHODIST 

CHILDREN’S 

HOME 

CHILD  CARE  '  WORKERS 
NEEDED:  Stable  and  mature 

couples  and  individuals.  Posi¬ 
tions  open  for  both  man  and 
woman  as  CHILD  CARE  STAFF; 
transportation;  recreation.  Write 
to  P.  0.  Drawer  H,  Ruston,  La., 
71270  or  call  (318)  255-5020  for 
applications. 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 

The  Console  is  a  Kiigen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual.  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. , 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 
good  working  order. 

STOP  LIST 

GREAT 

0'  Open  Diap  73  pipes 

2*  Fifteenth  some  notes 

8'  Trumpet  73  pipes 


CHOIR 
8'  Hohl  Flute 
8*  Dulciana 
8'  Clarinet 


(lovkt  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 


SWELL 

8'  Geigen  Principal 

8*  Stopped  Flute 
8'  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8'  Voix  Celeste 
4*  Flute  Harm. 

2'  Flautino 
8'  Vox  Humano 


(lower  12  pipes 
missing) 

73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
6  1  pipes 
73  pipes  (??) 
some  are  bad¬ 
ly  bent 


32  pipes 
12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 

Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 

For  more  information  write  P.O.BOX  1189 
Ruston,  La,  71270  or  phone  255-5901 


PEDAL 

16*  Major  Bass 

16*  Lieblich  Gedeckt 


A  vacation  church  school  group  at  First  Church,  Lafayette,  in 
sanctuary.  Parents  attended  a  share  program  presented  by  the  85 
children  at  the  close  of  the  school.  Mrs.  Eno  Bares  served  as 
director  with  Mrs.  Orville  Steen  as  assistant;  the  Rev.  Jerry  Means 
is  pastor. 


The  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mission  of  First  Church, 
Bossier  City,  sponsored 
a  "hot  dog"  cookout  on 
July  4th  to  celebrate  the 
birth  of  our  country,  and 
to  afford  members  and 
friends  an  opportunity  to 
inspect  that  church’s 
new  facilities.  Approxi¬ 
mately  250  persons  con¬ 
sumed  300  hot  dogs  and 
15  gallons  of  lemonade. 
The  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie  is 
pastor. 


THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 


OF  WESLEY’S  ENGLAND  NOVEMBER  9-27,  1973 

$499  FROM  SHREVEPORT  FOR  BROCHURE,  WRITE: 

UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR 
P.  0.  BOX  4111 
Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 
o 

or  contact  one  of  these  Tour  Leaders: 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev . 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Mrs. 


James  Christie,  411  Sherrouse,  Monroe 

Wm.  C.  Blakely,  Rt.  1  Box  360,  Baker 

Warren  Blakeman,  401  Ruth,  Sulphur 

George  Harkins,  604  Pine,  Springhill 

Wm.  R.  Irving,  Box  1143,  Bogalusa 

J.  P.  McKeithen,  1721  S.  Carrolton,  New  Orleans 

Jerry  Means,  Box  2039,  Lafayette 

Wm.  E.  Nolan,  5855  Dianne,  Shreveport 

Edward  O.  Pickens,  Box  812,  Mansfield 

205  S.  College,  Marionville,  Mo. 
Robert  L.  Peyton,  310  Park  Ave.,  West  Monroe 
Gloria  Bennett,  311  Hudson  Lane,  Monroe 
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An  Open  Letter  to  Members 
of  Legislative  Committee, 
Constitutional  Convention/ 73 

I  am  most  anxious  that  the 
Legislative  Committee  weigh 
very  carefully  every  facet  of  any 
proposed  change  in  Article  19, 
Section  8,  of  the  present  Louisi¬ 
ana  Constitution  dealing  with  the 
matter  of  gambling  and  lotteries. 
This  is  a  matter  of  no  small  con¬ 
cern  to  thousands  of  Louisiana 
citizens.  With  this  in  mind  I  have 
prepared  the  attached  statement 
which  I  hope  you  will  give  care¬ 
ful  study. 

Frankly  speaking,  the  above 
referred  to  Article  and  Section 
has  served  as  a  good  deterrent  in 
preventing  many  of  the  evils  of 
gambling  so  well  known  to  some 
other  states  and  in  earlier  years 
proved  a  curse  on  our  own  state. 
For  this  reason  it  would  seem  to 
be  deserving  of  being  carried  over 
into  a  new  Constitution. 

Please,  Sirs,  leave  this  Consti¬ 
tutional  provision  intact.  I  fear 
that  any  attempt  to  eliminate  or 
even  re- word  this  Article  might 
well  jeopardize  any  attempt  to 
adopt  a  new  Constitution. 

With  best  wishes. 

Sincerely, 

MARK  A.  LOWER 
Executive  Director 
t 


Just  because  alcoholic  beverages  are 
legal  does  not  rob  them  of  potential 
danger  to  the  drinker.  Every  bottle, 
or  can  of  beer,  whiskey  or  wine  con¬ 
tains  ethenol  (ethyl  alcohol),  a  nar¬ 
cotic,  depressant,  addictive  drug.  These 
beverages  are  legalized  in  the  hope 
of  controlling  their  use,  but  sales  are 
increasing  year  by  year.  And  alcohol¬ 
ism  is  now  classified  as  our  No.  1  drug 
problem. 

At  various  times  efforts  have  been 
made  to  require  a  warning  on  the  con¬ 
tainers  of  alcoholic  beverages  to  let 
the  drinker  beware  of  the  dangerous 
drug  within.  U.S.  Senator  Strom  Thur¬ 
mond  of  South  Carolina,  with  three 
other  Senators,  has  reintroduced  his 
bill  requiring  a  warning  on  alcoholic 
beverages  of  more  than  24%  alcohol. 
This  would  be  on  distilled  spirits  only, 
not  on  wine  and  beer. 

The  Thurmond  bill,  S  895,  would 
carry  the  following  Warning: 

“Caution:  Consumption  of  alcohol- 


Legal  —  but  unsafe 

ic  beverages  may  be  hazardous  to 
your  health  and  may  be  habit-form¬ 
ing.” 

The  Thurmond  bill  has  been  refer¬ 
red  to  the  Senate  Commerce  Commit¬ 
tee  of  which  Senator  Warren  Magnu- 
son  of  Washington,  is  chairman  and 
Senator  Norris  Cotton,  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  is  the  ranking  minority  member. 
Letters  to  either  of  these  key  senators 
requesting  a  hearing  on  this  bill  would 
be  in  order. 

Meanwhile,  the  members  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Temperance  and  Prohibition 
Council  at  their  annual  meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  voted  to  support  a 
stronger  wording  than  the  Thurmond 
bill.  This  wording  would  be  used  on 
all  alcoholic  beverages  —  beer,  wine 
and  distilled  spirits.  It  would  read  as 
follows: 

“Warning:  This  product  contains.  . . 
%  ethanol  (ethyl  alcohol)  a  narcotic, 
depressant,  addictive  drug.  Contin¬ 
ued  use  can  damage  the  brain  and 


other  vital  organs  and  can  cause  al¬ 
coholism.” 

In  supporting  the  above  warning  the 
Council  members  feel  that  all  alco¬ 
holic  beverages  have  the  same  drug 
potential,  since  a  beer  drinker  or  a 
wine  drinker  gets  as  much  alcohol  in 
their  drinks  as  does  a  whiskey  or  vod¬ 
ka  drinker. 

Presumably,  the  Congress  would  be 
more  apt  to  support  the  milder  Thur¬ 
mond  bill  than  one  with  the  Council 
wording.  But  there  is  no  reason  what¬ 
ever  for-  not  putting  an  honest  warn¬ 
ing  on  alcohol  beverages  containers.  Jf 
cigarettes  are  so  dangerous  to  health 
that  they  carry  the  Surgeon  General’s 
stiff  warning,  there  is  no  reason  what¬ 
soever  that  alcoholic  beverages  should 
not  carry  a  wording  which  will  really 
make  the  drinker  beware  of  the  built- 
in  poison  —  ethyl  alcohol. — AMERI¬ 
CAN  ISSUE. 

t 


Gambling  and  Lotteries 


Statement  of  Mark  A.  Lower,  Executive  Director 
of  the 

Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 


Concerning  proposals  in  regard  to  Article  19,  Section  8:,  on  the 
subject  of  Gambling  and  Lotteries: 

The  present  Louisiana  Constitution  contains  in  Article  19,  Section  8:, 
a  specific  ban  on  Gambling  and  Lotteries.  That  Article  reads: 

“Gambling  is  a  vice  and  the  Legislature  shall  pass  laws  to  sup¬ 
press  it.  *  *  *  Lotteries  and  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  are  pro¬ 
hibited  in  this  State.” 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  majority  of  Louisiana  citizens  would 
approve  of  any  form  of  legalized  gambling,  even  for  funding  a  government 
program.  Gambling  was  a  vice  in  1921  and  still  is,  and  no  matter  how 
worthy  the  cause  it  cannot  justify  the  legalization  of  gambling  in  any 
form,  lottery,  or  otherwise.  Yet  there  are  those  who  seek  to  remove  this 
prohibition  against  gambling  in  order  to  make  way  for  all  forms  of  gambl¬ 
ing  in  the  future.  .  ^ ^ 

In  his  book,  “Gambling  Should  It  Be  Legalized?”  Virgil  Peterson 
says,  “A  Law  Journal  wrote  that,  ‘The  Louisiana  State  Lottery  is  a 
nuisance  which  stinks  in  the  nostrils  of  the  whole  nation,  and  the  Federal 
Constitution  ought  to  be  changed  so  as  to  vest  in  the  general  government 
a  police  power  to  suppress  such  a  nuisance.’  ”  He  further  went  on  to  say, 
“The  Louisiana  Lottery  Company  had  become  one  of  the  most  insidious 
institutions  in  the  history  of  the  nation.  It  had  corrupted  everything^  it 
had  touched  and  the  economic  and  social  evils  it  caused  had  become  in¬ 
tolerable.”  And  in  1890  an  angered  Louisiana  electorate  eliminated  the 
gambling  scheme  which  had  become  a  national  scandal. 

The  idea  of  legalized  gambling  and  lotteries  has  been  posed  by  sev¬ 
eral  state  Legislatures  in  recent  years.  Some  have  resorted  to  it.  The 
arguments  take  the  position  it  is  a  source  of  revenue  for  the  state,  but  let 
it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  participants,  in  any  form  of  gambling,  are  for 
the  most  part  the  lower  income  group  and  they  are  the  ones  who  can  ill 
afford  to  gamble.  The  poorer  the  person,  the  greater  need  for  money  to 
pay  bills  or  even  buy  the  necessities  of  life,  the  stronger  would  be  the 
temptation  to  risk  more  of  the  meager  funds  available  in  the  hope  of 
winning  a  prize  which  would  solve  their  financial  problems,  at  least  for 


a  while. 

Money  used  to  gamble  would,  in  many  cases,  be  money  which  should 
have  been  used  for  groceries,  rent,  clothing  or  other  necessities  of  life  — 
yes,  even  medicine.  As  a  result  the  groceryman,  the  landlord,  the  depart¬ 
ment  store  and  the  drug  store  would  have  to  wait  along  with  others  who 
might  have  been  paid  except  that  the  money  was  used  to  gamble.  Then 
remember  too,  the  loss  to  government  revenue  by  way  of  the  sales  tax. 

Conservative  bankers  estimate  that  each  dollar  earned  and  spent  by 
a  worker  “turns  over”  or  is  used  seven  times  before  it  finally  comes  to 
rest  in  a  bank  account  or  leaves  the  state.  If  that  is  true  it  means  that 
each  dollar  spent  in  gambling  deprives  the  state  economy  of  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  $7.00  of  business.  This  is  the  story  of  gambling  throughout  the 
world.  In  the  main,  those  who  suffer  most  are  those  who  can  ill  afford 
to  take  a  chance. 

What  respect  can  we  have  for  a  government  which  takes  advantage 
of  the  ignorance  and  superstition  and  the  “something  for  nothing”  idea 
of  some  of  its  citizens  by  condoning  a  business  to  operate  in  which  90% 
of  the  investors  lose  all  they  put  into  it. 

Louisiana  does  not  need  gambling  in  any  form  but  it  does  need  the 
protection  of  Article  19,  Section  8,  in  the  new  Constitution. 

Finally,  may  I  indulge  this  Committee’s  serious  consideration  of  the 
moral  aspects  involved  in  gambling.  While  we  recognize  there  are  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinion  among  individuals  and  groups,  including  religious  groups 
concerning  the  moral  implication  of  gambling,  we  believe  a  large  majority 
of  Louisiana  citizens  are  strongly  opposed  to  gambling  in  any  form. 

We  firmly  believe  that  gambling  of  any  type,  legal  or  not,  violates 
the  First,  Second  and  Tenth  Commandments,  because  it  puts  money  and 
material  gains  ahead  of  God.  This  kind  of  idolatry  has  no  place  in  a 
Christian  life  or  Community. 

Gambling  involves  placing  dependence  on  chance  rather  than  on  the 
providence  of  God.  Gambling  in  any  form  is  theologically,  religiously  and 
morally  wrong. 

No  river  can  rise  higher  than  its  source.  NO  community  can  rise 
higher  than  the  moral  and  spiritual  level  of  its  residents.  We  cannot  lift 
the  moral  climate  of  our  state  by  condoning  gambling. 

We  plead  with  you  to  retain  Article  19,  Section  8,  in  the  new 
Constitution. 
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Labor  Day  is  a  unique  holiday,  observed  as  a  na¬ 
tional  holiday  only  in  the  United  States.  The  day 
was  established  by  national  law  as  a  salute  to 
the  tvorking  person,  and  to  Americans  the  holi¬ 
day  heralds  a  change  in  life  style  as  it  usually 
marks  the  end  of  vacation  season,  the  start  of 
another  school  year,  and  a  seasonal  change.  These 
words  from  The  Living  Bible  refer  to  work. 

“What  does  one  really  get  from  hard  work?  I 
have  thought  about  this  in  connection  with  all 
the  various  kinds  of  work  God  has  given  to  man¬ 
kind.  Everything  is  appropriate  in  its  own  time. 
But  though  God  has  planted  eternity  in  the  hearts 
of  men,  even  so,  man  cannot  see  the  whole  scope 
of  God's  work  from  beginning  to  end.  So  I  con¬ 
clude  that,  first,  there  is  nothing  better  for  a 
man  than  to  be  happy  and  to  enjoy  himself  as 
long  as  he  can;  and  second,  that  he  should  eat 
and  drink  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labors,  for 
these  are  gifts  from  God.  .  .  . 

The  man  who  works  hard  sleeps  well  whether 
he  eats  little  or  much,  but  the  rich  must  worry 
and  suffer  insomnia.  .  .  . 

A  lazy  man  is  brother  to  the  saboteur.  .  .  . 

Remember  to  observe  the  Sabbath  as  a  holy  day. 
Six  days  a  week  are  for  your  daily  duties  and 
your  regular  work,  but  the  seventh  day  is  a  day 
of  Sabbath  rest  before  the  Lord  your  God.” 


Emphasis  on  Retired  Ministers’  Homes 
during  month  of  September 


September  has  been  designated  by 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  as 
Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Month.  It  is 
a  time  to  inform  individuals  and  con¬ 
gregations  of  the  services  of  the  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  to  the 
retired  ministers  of  the  Conference  and 
to  lift  up  the  current  needs  facing  the 
Board. 

To  date  the  Board  has  14  homes 
and  one  six-unit  apartment  in  use. 
These  properties  are  located  in  8  of 
the  10  districts  of  the  Conference.  The 
Board,  organized  in  1953,  built  it’s 
first  home  in  1956.  The  properties  are 
presently  valued  at  $373,740.  Cash 
contributions  by  individuals  and  groups 
during  1972  totaled  $12,598.29. 

At  present  there  are  five  requests 
for  homes  in  1974  and  for  four  addi¬ 
tional  homes  in  1975.  To  build  these 
homes  the  amount  of  $180,000  will  be 


needed  over  the  next  two  years. 

Officers  of  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Board  are  the  Rev.  James  L. 
Adams,  LaPlace,  chairman;  the  Rev. 
Merlin  W.  Merrill,  Ruston,  vice  chair¬ 
man;  the  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot, 
Iowa,  superintendent  of  properties; 
Mike  John,  Jr.,  Monroe,  treasurer;  F. 
Harold  Riggs,  Monroe,  secretary;  Miss 
Elizabeth  Langford,  Monroe,  publicity 
chairman;  and  the  Rev.  Ralph  Cain, 
Ruston,  cabinet  representative. 

Other  members  of  the  Board  are 
Henry  Galloway,  Arcadia;  the  Rev. 
Terrel  T.  Lowe,  West  Monroe;  the 
Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser,  Shreveport;  Mrs. 
George  W.  Carter,  Jr.,  New  Orleans; 
and  the  Rev.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Baton 
Rouge.  Honorary  members  are  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Grambling  and  J.  R.  Rus¬ 
sell,  both  of  Shreveport. 
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Ecelesiastea  S:9^1S  and  5:12 

Proverbs  18:9  and  Exodus  20:8-10  from  The  Living  Bible 


Religious  Heritage  of  America 
Washington,  D.C. 


Laity  Board  to 
meet  Sept.  8 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
the  Laity  will  hold  its  fall  meeting  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria,  on  Saturday,  Sept.  8.  According 
to  Conference  Lay  Leader,  Tom  Ma- 
theny  of  Hammond,  the  meeting  will 
begin  at  2:30  p.m.,  and  end  around  6 
p.m. 

Various  committees  of  the  Board 
are  expected  to  meet  earlier  at  1  p.m. 
at  the  church.  The  Policy  Committee 
of  the  1000  Club  is  expected  to  meet 
at  that  time,  according  to  Herbert  C. 
Moffett,  chairman.  Other  committees 
are  also  expected  to  meet  then. 

Items  on  the  agenda  include  the  By¬ 
laws  of  the  1000  Club  including  pos¬ 
sible  change;  planning  for  the  1974 
Annual  Lay  Retreat,  and  general  plans 
for  the  1973-1974  "Conference  Year. 


BELOW  LEFT:  The  Rev.  Lonnie  Sibley,  pastor  of  North  Highlands 
Church,  Shreveport,  helps  load  600  pounds  of  frozen  beef  for  the  Navajo 
Methodist  Mission  School  of  Farmington,  N.  Mex.  into  a  plane  to  be 
flown  there.  Henry  A.  Sibley,  Sr.,  Lonnie’s  cousin,  makes  ready  to  fly 
the  meat  to  the  school,  where  he  is  going  into  full  time  mission  work. 
BELOW  RIGHT:  Sibley  about  to  take  off  from  Shreveport  with  load  of 
beef  donated  by  a  local  packer  for  the  school.  Mr.  Sibley,  having  spent 
one  week  at  his  new  job  is  enthusiastic  about  his  future  work  at  the 
school. 


Shreveport  Methodist  flies  meat  donation  to 


THE  PLAQUEMINE  CHURCH  is 
sponsoring  “Meals  for  Millions”  lunch¬ 
eon  at  the  church  on  Sunday,  Sept.  9. 
The  Commission  on  Missions  is  pre¬ 
paring  a  meal  to  show  how  the  under¬ 
nourished  are  able  to  get  protein  in 
diets  without  meat,  and  asking  the 
members  to  donate  the  price  of  a  meal 
at  home  to  the  Meals  for  Millions  pro¬ 
gram.  The  Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller  is 
pastor. 


Henry  A.  Sibley,  Sr.,  a  veteran  pilot 
of  the  Korean  conflict,  former  auto¬ 
mobile  salesman,  and  member  of  North 
Highlands  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  flew  back  into  Shreveport 
recently  after  his  first  week’s  stay  with 
his  new  job  as  missionary  worker  with 
the  Indians  of  the  Southwest  at  the 
huge  Navajo  Reservation  near  Farm¬ 


ington,  N.M. 

Mr.  Sibley  flew  to  Shreveport  from 
New  Mexico  to  pick  up  a  load  of  600 
pounds  of  fresh  beef  donated  by  a 
Shreveport  meat  packer  to  the  Indians. 
The  meat  will  go  to  the  Navajo  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  School  where  he  serves 
as  a  dormitory  counsellor  and  is  in 
charge  of  a  flying  service  throughout 


Mission  School 

the  16-million  acre  Indian  Reservation. 

He  reports  that  his  first  week  at 
the  school  fullfilled  all  his  dreams  of 
the  job,  and  he  is  most  enthusiastic 
about  his  future  there.  He  has  taken  on 
the  job  on  faith,  without  prior  experi¬ 
ence  with  the  Indians  and  is  doing  the 
full  time  work  at  his  own  expense. 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  (center)  preached  for  the  Aug.  12  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  at  Leesville  United  Methodist  Church  and  pre¬ 
sided  at  a  Service  of  Consecration  for  the  new  church  parsonage.  He  is 
shown  here  with  the  Rev.  Donold  Risinger,  pastor  (left),  as  he  accepts 
the  keys  to  the  new  residence  from  the  Rev.  Edward  Thomas  (right), 
Natchitoches  District  superintendent.  Risinger  also  serves  as  pastor  of 
the  Holly  Grove  Church. 
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Ruston  District  schedules 
training  events  week  of  Sept.  9 


The  Ruston  District  will  hold  a  Mis¬ 
sion  Study  Training  Institute  and  a 
Stewardship  and  Literature  Workshop 
during  the  week  of  Sept.  9th, 

MISSION  STUDY  TRAINING 
INSTITUTE 

The  Mission  Study  Training  Institute 
will  be  held  at  First  Church,  Minden 
on  Wednesday,  Sept.  12.  Registration 
will  be  at  9  a.m.  and  the  morning  ses¬ 
sion  will  be  from  9:30  until  12:30  p.m. 
The  evening  session  will  be  from  7  to 
9  o’clock. 

The  courses  offered  and  those  who 
have  been  asked  to  lead  are  “Contem¬ 
porary  Christians  and  Their  Writings,” 
Mrs.  George  W,  Dameron  of  Pineville; 
“Justice,  Liberation  and  Develop¬ 
ment,”  Dr.  Clyde  W,  Averett  of 
Downsville;  and  “Women — Over  one- 
half  the  Earth’s  People,”  by  Mrs.  Cecil 
Reed  of  Farmerville. 

The  District  Missionary  Secretary  is 
the  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Homer  and  Wesley 
Chapel,  and  the  pastor  at  First  Church, 
Minden  is  the  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining 
and  Associate  Pastors  are  the  Rev.  B. 
Paul  Durbin  and  the  Rev,  Larry  D. 
O’Dell. 


STEWARDSHIP  AND 

LITERATURE  WORKSHOPS 

The  Ruston  District  Stewardship 
and  Literature  Workshops  will  be  held 
on  Thursday,  Sept.  13  at  7  p.m.  at 
First  Church  in  Arcadia. 

The  Workshops  are  designed  for 
local  church  leaders  including  pastors, 
members  of  the  work  areas  of  finance 
and  education,  teachers,  treasurers,  lay 
leaders,  administrative  board  chairmen 
and  other  interested  persons. 

Courses  offered  in  the  Literature 
Workshop  and  those  who  will  lead 
them  are  “Children’s  Materials,  Tech¬ 
niques  of  Teaching,”  by  Mrs.  L.  Ray 
Branton  of  Shreveport;  “Youth  Mater¬ 
ials,  Sunday  School  and  UMY,”  by  the 
Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  conference  director 
of  Youth  Work;  and  “New  Adult  Lit¬ 
erature,”  by  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton, 
director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Leading  in  the  Stewardship  Work¬ 
shop  will  be  Cecil  Bland,  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Ralph 
Cain,  Ruston  District  superintendent. 

The  Workshops  have  been  planned 
under  the  direction  of  the  District 
Council  on  Ministries  of  which  the 


Next  Sunday  will  be  a  significant  day  in  the  experience  of  my 
family.  We  are  having  a  reunion  and  worship  experience  in  Capitan, 
Carrizozo  and  White  Oaks  New  Mexico  where  my  grandfather  preached 
the  gospel  eighty -six  years  ago.  The  community  has  scheduled  a  bar¬ 
becue  on  Saturday  in  connection  with  the  Old  Settler's  Reunion  and  on 
Sunday  there  are  to  be  services  in  the  Methodist  churches .  My  brother- 
in-law,  Bishop  Alsie  Carleton  will  be  celebrant  over  the  festivities  as 
they  relate  to  the  church.  Our  son  Charles  will  preach  at  Capitan,  high 
on  the  edge  of  the  Sacramento  Mountains  at  the  foot  of  the  JicarUla 
peaks .  On  the  other  side  of  old  Capitan  Mountain  reposes  the  remains 
of  the  once  bustling  gold  mining  camp  of  White  Oaks  where  my  grand¬ 
father  preached  and  ministered  to  a  couple  thousand  roistering  miners 
at  the  heyday  of  that  well  known  bonanza .  On  the  plains  nearby  is  the 
modem  little  city  of  Carrizozo,  largely  a  ranching  center  which  is  the 
site  of  the  barbecue,  reunion  and  "preaching".  On  Sunday  1  shall  be  in 
the  Carrizozo  pulpit.  There  are  some  old  families  in  that  region  who 
recall  our  family  name  and  one  or  two  who  in  childhood  remember  my 
grandfather's  ministry  there.  My  own  father,  now  in  his  ninety -first 
year  will  be  present  to  say  a  few  words  and  my  mother  will  smile  and 
enjoy  the  occasion.  Four  full  generations  will  be  present. 

Often  1  reflect  on  my  grandfather's  work  as  a  pioneer  circuit 
rider  and  1  regret  that  modem  television  horse -operas  have  seriously 
distorted  the  role  of  those  pioneer  preachers .  We  can  only  trust  this 
generation  to  have  the  good  common  sense  to  know  that  bands  of  dedi¬ 
cated  ministers  of  the  gospel  pushed  westward  with  every  surge  of 
colonists,  emigrants  and  adventurers,  accompanying  groups  of  people 
to  bring  the  gospel,  establish  the  faith,  and  lay  foimdations  for  a  decent 
society.  In  the  tmest  sense  of  the  word,  they  were  God-fearing  men  of 
unbendable  integrity  and  committed  to  the  love  of  Christ.  Their  spirit 
needs  to  be  recaptured  by  an  age  grown  soft  with  permissiveness  and 
privilege . 

Perhaps  the  exact  sacrifices  of  that  age  are  not  to  be  duplicated 
in  our  own  for  we  have  new  opportunities,  new  problems  and  a  new  en¬ 
vironment  for  the  making  of  the  gospel  wimess .  But  the  call  to  us  is 
just  as  real  and  the  commitment  equally  demanding.  I  have  much  re¬ 
flecting  to  do  on  this  trip  to  an  old-timer's  reunion  in  New  Mexico.  The 
trip  will  be  personally  enjoyable;  perchance  it  will  be  spiritually  re¬ 
warding  also. 


Faithfully, 


M  u  n  h  o  1 1  a  n  d 
plans  for 

'Spiritual  Harvest' 

Dr.  J.  D.  Grey,  former  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church  in  New  Orleans, 
will  be  the  guest  speaker  for  the  “Spir¬ 
itual  Harvest”  to  be  held  in  Munhol- 
land  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  at  Metairie,  Sept.  9-14.  Dr. 
Grey  is  a  widely  known  theologian, au¬ 
thor,  and  civic  leader  who  was  the 
recipient  of  the  Times-Picayune  Lov¬ 
ing  Cup  for  1971.  He  will  speak  at 
10:15  a.m.  on  Sunday  and  at  7:30 
o’clock  nightly. 

The  Rev.  Andy  Foreman,  Louisiana 
Conference  evangelist,  and  George 
Christensen  will  serve  as  song  leaders. 
Special  music  will  be  by  the  Munhol- 
land  Youth  Choir,  led  by  the  Rev. 
Kent  Kilbourne,  associate  pastor. 

Host  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Robert  M. 
Jamieson. 

t 

Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  pastor  of 
Ansley,  is  coordinator. 


School  of  Missions 
in  Alexandria 
District^  Sept.  16 

A  School  of  Missions  is  being  sched¬ 
uled  in  the  Alexandria  District,  Sun¬ 
day,  Sept.  16  at  the  Palestine  United 
Methodist  Church,  306  Tioga  Road, 
Pineville.  The  School  will  begin  at  2:30 
p.m.  and  continue  until  5  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall,  district 
missionary  secretary,  announced  that 
church  pastors,  missions  work  area 
chairpersons,  WSCS  president,  church 
lay  leaders,  leaders  of  local  church 
studies,  and  Councils  on  Ministries 
chairpersons  are  invited  to  attend. 

The  courses  and  the  teachers  are: 

“Justice,  Liberation  and  Develop¬ 
ment”:  Mrs.  George  W.  Pomeroy; 

“Women:  Over  Half  the  Earth’s 
People:”  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Perry; 

“Contemporary  Christians  and  their 
Writings:”  Mrs.  George  Dameron; 

The  date  again  is  Sunday,  Sept.  16 
at  the  Palestine  United  Methodist 
Church,  306  Tioga  Road,  in  Pineville, 
starting  at  2:30  p.m. 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION: 

REQUIEM  OR  RENEWAL? 

The  pendulum  swings.  A  few  short  years  back  Christian  education- 
was  the  king  of  the  many  concerns  of  the  church.  Sunday  l^hool  was 
reasonably  well  attended,  training  schools,  lab  schools  and  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  enterprises  were  abundant.  Not  that  all  of  these  were  ever  overly 
successful,  but  there  was  at  least  a  consensus  in  the  local  church  and 
among  connectional  leaders  that  Christian  education  (evangelistic  in  moti¬ 
vation  and  goal)  was  a  major  —  if  not  the  major  —  long-abiding  priorityy 
for  United  Methodism. 

But  somewhere  along  the  way  something  happened.  That  something 
was  not  unrelated  to  much  of  what  was  happening  to  the  education-type 
activities  of  other  institutions  and  establishments.  An  attitude  of  mistrust 
of  progress,  a  loss  of  faith  in  “learning,”  and  almost  of  “suspicion”  toward 
education  followed  in  the  wake  of  a  frenzied  wave  of  spiritualized  and 
mystically-oriented  religions.  The  momentum  of  this  wave  sucked  the  in¬ 
terest,  efforts,  time  and  often  the  money  of  many  in  the  church  to  such 
interests  (both  within  and  outside  the  church)  and  away  from  those  more 
traditional  efforts  of  the  church  such  as  Christian  education. 

The  result  has  been  that  the  once  proud  Christian  education  program 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  has  now,  in  many  local  churches  and 
among  many  connectional  officers,  been  relegated  to  a  secondary  level  of 
concern. 

A  few  illustrations:  Among  the  ministers  the  “status”  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Board  was  once  the  Board  of  Education.  It  isn’t  anymore.  Among 
the  laity  there  seems  to  be  little  vital  energy,  on  the  whole,  being  invested 
in  the  “ongoing  Church  School  program”  of  the  local  church.  The  interest 
is  now  in  evangelism  or  worship  or  elsewhere.  One  speaker  at  a  lay  men  s 
assembly  last  week,  in  listing  seven  big  problems  facing  the  church,  stated 
that  “when  we  look  at  the  church  as  a  whole,  (the)  Christian  education 
endeavor  is  a  fourth-rate  enterprise.” 

One  danger  of  speaking  in  such  terms  is  that  we  commit  the  error 
of  “compartmentalizing”  the  church’s  mission.  To  divide  our  mission 
into  “education,”  “evangelism,”  “social  concerns,”  “mission,”  etc.,  etc , 
may  be  helpful  organizationally,  but  it  tends  to  fragment  in  our  thinking 
what  is  really  an  essential  unity.  Our  mission  is  one,  just  as  our  Lord 

is  one.  .  _ 

It  isn’t  that  some  good  things  are  not  happening.  Some  are.  ine  new 
Living  Bible  Series,  new  youth  curriculum  on  the  horizon,  consistent  good 
quality  in  our  children’s  resources,  plus  a  few  very  creative  and  innovative 
local  church  programs  indicate  that  faithful  effort  continues  by  some.  But 
the  dimensions  of  the  crisis  in  Christian  education  is  one  which  requires 
and  merits  the  response  of  the  total  church  at  every  level.  •  ,  ♦ 

It  really  should  not  be  necessary  to  have  a  division  in  our  interest 
between  evangelism  and  education.  Solid  Christian  evangelism  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  education  of  persons.  Good  Christian  education  is  evan¬ 
gelistic  in  its  motivation  and  purpose.  ....  -  i 

Here  is  one  more  area  in  which  we  United  Methodists  are  uniquely 
equipped,  because  of  our  heritage,  to  speak  to  the  present  crisis  in  evan¬ 
gelism  over-against  education.  John  Wesley  said  “Let  us  unite  the  twa 
so  long  divided:  knowledge  and  vital  piety.”  The  two  still  seem  divided 

even  within  the  church.  .  .  i.  . 

The  lives  of  many,  many  children  and  youth  and  adults  are  at  stake 

in  the  crisis  facing  Christian  education.  In  a  very  real  sense  the  outcome 
of  this  crisis  —  the  verdict  —  is  in  your  hands.  Christian  education:, 
requiem  or  renewal?  You  can  vote  ^is  Sunday. 
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Lessons  learned  about  luggage  loading 
from  Liz,  my  lady-love 

My  wife,  bless  her  heart,  is  not  the  best  suitcase  packer  in  the  world. 
Or  even  the  second  best.  I  am  writing  this  from^Louisi^a  \^ere  I  " » 
just  finished  washing  my  face  with  my  handkerchief  and  dryii^  with  M 
undershirt  because  she  forgot  to  pack  my  wash  cloth  and  towel.  I  sUU 
love  her  though,  I  think,  but  will  refrain  from  the  full  «preM  on  of  my 
thoughts  at  the  moment  for  three  reasons,  two  of  which 
One  IS  that  she  doesn’t  have  real  free  access  to  this  column  to  f 
self  and  the  other  is  that  she  would  probably  win  any  debate  over  the 
matter  anyway,  because  the  hard  truth  is  that  everyone  really  ought  to 
pack  their  own  suitcase.  Which  Uttle  gem  of  truth  logically  though  luct- 
antly  leads  me  into  this  latent  little  lesson  for  life.  , 

Listen:  the  lesson  is  one  to  which  our  Lord  has  spoken,  though  nw 
lengthily.  Every  person,  he  says,  must  pack  their  own  suitcase.  He  ^id 
that.  Well,  maybe  not  in  just  those  words,  but  that  ^s^hat  he  meMt. 

The  occasion  for  this  lively  legend  was  the  pamble  of  the  ten  lovely 
ladies  who  sought  and  searched  for  someone  to  share  oil  with  them  to 
light  their  lanterns,  or  if  you  like,  their  lamps.  “No  way,  says  Jesus. 
“You’ve  got  to  do  that  job  all  by  yourself.  Go  to  the  dealer  and  person¬ 
ally  purchase  your  own  provisions.  Pronto!” 

What  he  was  really  saying  is  that  every  husband  should  pack  his  own 
suitcase  and  quit  blaming  his  wife  for  mistakes  which  are  really  his  own 
fault  in  the  first  place.  A  rather  liberal  translation,  even  m  this  day  ot 
liberal  translations,  but  I’m  sure  that  you  will  agree  that  this  is  sound 
exegesis  and  exposition,  as  enlightening  as  it  is  earnest. 

Now... I  must  shift  gears  a  moment.  The  above  lesson  had  been 
completed,  but  in  pausing  just  now  to  prepare  my  bed  for  the  eve¬ 
ning  I  have  discovered  that  the  sheets  my  loved  one  packed  are 
both  the  “fitted”  type  for  the  mattress.  So  hold  up  on  any  forgiv¬ 
ing-type  sounds  I  may  have  implied  above. 

However  —  it  has  just  been  revealed  to  me  that  I  may  have^  woefully 
underestimated  my  spouse.  She  must  have  known  that  it  was  going  to  be 
too  cool  in  this  room  and  knew  that  I  would  probably  need  to  hook  the 
elastic  corners  of  the  sheet  over  my  shoulders  and  head  in  order  to  suc¬ 
cessfully  solve  the  slipping-and-sliding-sheet-syndrome  sufficiently  ‘til  sun- 

My!  How  perceiving  these  women  persons  can  be! 

So,  hon,  I  apologize  for  any  bad  thoughts  1  may  have  had  about  the 
sheets,  ...  and  the  wash  cloth,  ...  and  the  towel.  But  not  for  the  thoughts 
I  am  presently  having  about  the  socks  I  must  wear  tomorrow;  the  one- 
blue-and-one-green  ones.” 

t 

What  did  he  say? 

The  light  was  bad  for  the  evening  service  at  Tanako,  and  Bishop 
Aubrey  G.  Walton  had  a  bit  (rf  trouble  reading  the  scripture.  It  reminded 
him,  he  said,  of  the  fellow  who  was  called  out  of  the  congregation  to  read 
the  lesson  and  was  referred  to  some  lesser-known  book  in  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment.  After  several  minutes  of  frantic  and  fruitless  searching  through  the 
big  Book,  the  embarrassed  fellow  reported  to  the  congregation:  “That’s 
what  comes  from  not  bringing  your  own  Bible.” 

t 


Personal  note  #2 

You  are  due  an  apology  from  me  for  filling  this  column  with  so  many 
items  related  to  my  family.  But  being  a  preacher,  my  subject  is  sin,  and  I 
must  speak  of  those  instances  which  are  best  known  to  me.  So,  pardon  me 
for  taking  this  liberty  so  freely  in  the  past,  and  please  understand  why  I 
must  continue  to  claim  it  in  the  future. 

Thank  you.  I  will  meet  you  at  the  altar  where  there  is  forgiveness 
for  all. 

t 

Health  insurance 

f 

or 

If  you  do,  you’ll  ride  the  bus  today  .... 

I  don’t  know  how  long  it  can  last,  but  our  youngest  has  been  sittin’ 
on  ready,  as  the  saying  goes,  for  some  days  now  anticipating  his  very  first 
ride  across  town  on  a  school  bus.  He’s  been  taking  every  precaution  to 
make  sure  he  doesn’t  get  sick  or  break  a  leg,  or  do  something  that  would 
prevent  this  historic  first.  To  celebrate,  we  had  hotdogs  on  the  eve  of  the 
occasion.  When  Mom  put  the  main  dish  on  the  table,  the  prospective  pas¬ 
senger  commented  quite  seriously:  “I’m  going  to  chew  it  real  good  so  I 
won’t  throw  up.” 

t  t\  0  f 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


by  doris  woolard 


“Drugs  and  hard  core  radicalism  seem  to  be  passb 
at  most  colleges,”  said  Charles  Adams,  a  senior  and 
chairman  of  the  freshman  orientation  committee  at 
St.  John’s  University  in  Brooklyn.  “We  seem  to  be 
getting  back  to  the  ‘rah-rah’  days,”  he  said,  in  an 
interview  with  a  Religious  News  staff  writer. 


The  11-member  governing  body  of  Jehovah’s  Wit¬ 
nesses,  taking  a  strong  position  against  the  use  of 
drugs,  ruled  that  in  order  to  be  consistent  the  use 
of  nicotine  among  members  of  their  congregations 
must  be  forbidden.  Smokers  who  are  already  mem¬ 
bers  are  being  given  six  months  to  give  up  the  prac¬ 
tice  or  be. “removed  from,  the  congregation.” 

For  the  first  time  a  Mack  man  has  been  trfficial- 
ly  nominated  as  a  candidate  fm*  moderator  of 
die  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  (Southern). 
Dr.  Lawrence  W.  Bottoms,  65,  who  has  also 
been  the  first  black  moderator  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  Presbytery  and  the  first  black  moderator  of 
any  PCUS  Synod  (Kentucky),  won  the  unani¬ 
mous  endtKsement  of  Atlanta  Presbytery,  which 
also  elected  him  a  commissioner  to  t^  1974 
General  Assembly. 


Martin  Silverman,  a  moustached  senior  at  a  city 
univer^ty  in  New  York  labeled  “liberal”  ob¬ 
served  t^  “Students  may  pay  lip  service  to 
the  new  morality  and  anti-estabUshment  move¬ 
ment  .  .  .  They  mi^  wear  long  hair,  dunga¬ 
rees,  smoke  pot,  go  to  all  the  proper  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  movies,  read  the  right  books  .  .  . 
But  if  you  could  comer  them  and  get  them  to 
tell  you  how  they  really  feel,  you’d  probably 
find  that  deep  inade  most  of  them  would  be 
happy  to  get  a  good  job  and  settle  down  to  a 
happy  family.” 

Richard  Waldron,  dean  of  admissions  at  Fordham 
University,  observed  that  “college  education  is  self- 
direction.  You  create  your  own  challenge.  In  any 
college  you  can  get  a  great  deal  out  of  your  years 
there,  or  very  little.  There  is  such  a  variety  of  possi¬ 
bilities  that  a  student  who  is  interested  in  his  own 
growth  can  find  challenges  at  any  college.” 

By  a  vote  of  97  to  32  the  governing  unit  of 
United  Methodists  in  India  has  rejected  Nov. 

29  as  the  date  fm:  merger  with  the  United 
Church  of  North  India  (founded  in  1970  and 
including  Anglkans,  Baptists,  Brethren,  Discip¬ 
les,  and  Pre^ytCTians).  A  strong  group  within 
the  United  Methodist  body  reportedly  has  in¬ 
sisted  that  certain  issues  be  resolved  before  the 
union  is  complete,  while  the  Church  of  North 
India  mamtains  that  any  problems  can  be 
woiked  out  once  the  union  is  sealed. 


A  top  church  official  in  Seoul,  praises  the  South 
Korean  government  of  President  Park  Chung  Hee 
for  allowing  free  evangelization  in  the  Korean  armed 
forces,  but  differs  with  the  Seoul  government  on  is¬ 
sues  of  social  justice  and  democracy.  In  an  exclusive 
interview  with  Religious  News  Service,  he  said: 
“There  is  no  real  opportunity  for  people’s  participa¬ 
tion  in  our  democracy.  People  are  no  longer  inter¬ 
ested  in  political  parties.  This  is  not  healthy  for  the 
nation.  People  are  getting  egoistic.  They  are  prac¬ 
ticing  survivalism.  They  feel  they  must  be  prudent 
in  public  comment  to  survive  socially.” 

“The  closure  of  certain  churches  ...  so  far 
from  being  a  sign  of  defeat,  may  well  be — and 
often  is — a  sign  of  virility  of  a  Church  which 
is  alive  to  its  primary  task  of  wmship  and 
evangelism,”  according  to  Anglican  Archbishop 
F.  Donald  Co^an  of  York,  England,  The  pre¬ 
late  said  the  Church  is  very  much  alive  and 
anytme  who  thinks  otherwise  should  have  his 
he^  examined. 

The  African  Inland  Mission  is  studying  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  bringing  African  missionaries  to  work  in  ur¬ 
ban  areas  in  the  U.S.,  and  of  sending  American 
blacks  as  missionaries  to  Africa.  Such  programs 
would  be  considered  historic  for  any  agency,  but 
they  are  particularly  unusual  in  the  case  of  the  Af¬ 
rican  Inland  Mission,  which  still  has  no  full-time 
black  staff  members  and  which  until  recently  dis¬ 
couraged  blacks  who  applied  for  mission  work. 


Dr.  Leon  Pacala,  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  at  Bucknell  University,  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  has 
been  named  to  succeed  Dr.  Arthur  R.  McKay  as 
president  of  a  major  complex  of  theological  schools 
at  Rochester,  N.Y.  Dr.  Pacala,  47,  an  ordained 
clergyman  of  the  American  Baptist  Churches,  will 
head  Colgate  Rochester  Divinity  School  and  Crozer 
Theological  Seminaries,  both  with  American  Baptist 
affiliation,  and  Bexley  Hall  which  has  Episcopal  ties. 
(Crozer  was  formerly  in  Chester,  Pa.  and  Bexley 
Hall  in  Ohio). 

Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  campus  min¬ 
isters,  meeting  in  Denver,  voiced  support  for 
denomination^  moderates  who  oppose  confes- 
»onal  principles  endorsed  last  month  by  the 
Church’s  biennial  convention.  They  also  voted 
to  stand  with  the  majMity  (rf  the  faculty  at  Con¬ 
cordia  Theological  ^minary,  St.  Louis,  in  re¬ 
fusing  to  bow  to  the  principles  drafted  by  Sy¬ 
nod  President  Dr.  J.  A.  O.  Preus. 

Eighteen  Protestant  ministers,  Roman  Catholic 
priests,  and  Muslim  imams  (religious  teachers)  have 
attempted  to  revitalize  friendships  between  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Muslims  at  Cotabato,  in  the  Philippines, 
by  forming  an  Association  of  Religious  Leaders. 

Meeting  in  Miltin,  Wis.  the  Seventh  Day  Bap¬ 
tist  General  Conference  voted  to  discontinue 
membershq)  in  the  National  Councfl  of 
Churches.  Although  no  specific  reason  was 
given  for  the  actkm,  floor  discussion  indicated 
delegates  felt  that  NCC  has  placed  too  much 
empha^  on  political  matters. 


A  su^ested  “model”  procedure  fm*  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  the  U.S., 
following  3V2  years’  work  by  the  Canon  Law 
Society  of  America,  has  been  issued  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  restore  to  local  church  members  “a  pre¬ 
rogative  which  is  part  of  their  Christian  herit¬ 
age.”  A  spokesman  said  the  procedure  was  com¬ 
pleted  because  studies  by  the  American  bishops 
and  others  indicate  “that  having  some  type  of 
meaningful  consultative  input  on  the  part  of  the 
laity,  religious  and  clergy  ...  in  the  matter  of 
selection  of  Church  leaders  was  a  question  of 
highest  interest  and  priority.” 

The  Roman  Catholic  school  staffed  completely  by 
lay  persons  is  “a  growing  phenomenon,”  according 
to  an  official  of  the  National  Catholic  Educational 
Association  reporting  on  recent  findings  which  cited 
a  40  per  cent  decrease  in  religious  teachers  over  the 
past  10  years. 

In  London,  the  Very  Rev.  Fenton  Morley,  dean 
Salisbury,  with  tte  approval  of  lus  cathedral 
chapter,  decided  to  chmge  admissaon  into  the 
13th  Century  edifice  during  the  months  of  Aug¬ 
ust  and  September  of  this  year,  thus  provoking 
a  strtmg  reaction  from  the  deans  of  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedi^  and  York  Minster  Cathedral  —  two 
of  England’s  foremost  tourist  attractions.  “1 
would  (qppose  tins,  and  so  would  my  ced- 
leagues,”  said  the  Dean  St.  Paul’s^  “Charging 
people  to  enter  a  cathedral  creates  more  prob¬ 
lems  than  it  solves  .  .  .  We  would  not  do  it 
even  if  we  were  broke.”  Salisbury  Cathedral  is 
faced  with  heavy  repair  expense. 


United  Methodist-related  St.  Paul  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  has  agreed  to  host  a  con¬ 
ference  on  the  Church  and  the  Gay  Community 
Sept.  11-12,  according  to  the  Aug.  24  issue  of 
NEWSCOPE.  “This  does  not  presuppose  agreement 
or  disagreement  on  our  part  by  hosting  it.  We  are 
simply  allowing  communication  and  understanding 
to  take  place,”  said  the  Rev.  William  K.  McElvaney, 
president  of  St.  Paul. 

Churches  can  perform  “a  real  service”  for  the 
families  (d  fornix  prisoners  <d  war  and  men 
missing  in  action  in  Vietnam  by  being  sensi¬ 
tive  to  their  need^  and  showing  them  acc^ 
tance,  according  to  Dr.  Jimmy  Allen,  pastor  (d 
First  Baptist  cb^ch  in  San  Antonio.  “Churches 
probably  can’t  structure  prograuK  for  isolated 
MIA  and  POW  families,  but  they  can  be  smsi- 
'tive,”  be  said.  “They  can  r^rain  from  singling 
them'  out.  Churches  who  accept  them  like  this 
will  perform  a  real  service,”  Dr.  Allen  said. 

A  New  York  church  is  giving  its  19th  century  organ 
to  a  congregation  established  in  Columbia,  S.C.  in 
1971  because  the  former  congregation  has  an  old 
building  in  such  a  weakened  condition  as  to  make 
it  impossible  to  use  the  area  where  the  organ  is 
located,  and  the  congregation  has  no  plans  to  reno¬ 
vate  or  construct  another  building.  The  Columbia 
church  expects  to  complete  construction  of  a  new 
building  next  Spring.  The  exchange,  worked  out  by 
the  Organ  Clearing  House  will  cost  the  recipient 
church  around  $3,000  for  shipping  and  reassembl¬ 
ing  by  a  professional  organ  maker.  A  similar  new 
organ  would  cost  between  $30,000  and  $35,000  at 
today’s  prices. 

A  $625,000  appeal  launched  two  yeai^  ago  for 
Westminster  Cathedral  in  London  —  center  <d 
Roman  Catholism  in  Britain  —  has  been  quietly 
called  off  after  reaching  only  one  fifth  (d  its 
goal,  sources  disclosed.  The  appeal  mganizer, 
John  Jackson,  said  “.  . .  I  am  sure  that  had  we 
appealed  for  starving  children  the  re^onse 
would  have  been  betta*.  Bricks  and  mmlar  do 
not  have  the  same  appeaL  . .” 


INDIANAPOLIS  —  The  Rev.  John  P.  Adams^ 
50,  a  United  Methodist  executive  from  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  has  become  the  first  white  person  to 
receive  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Award  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference 
(SCLC).  Director  for  law,  justice  and  community 
relations  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  Mr.  Adams  was  honored  at 
the  16th  annual  meeting  of  the  civil  rights  organi¬ 
zation  in  Indianapolis. 

Established  following  the  assassination  of  Dr. 
King  in  1968,  the  award  is  given  to  those  who,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  SCLC,  have  done  most  to  bring 
about  social  change  through  non-violent  means. 
Mr.  Adams,  a  native  of  Pennville,  Ind.,  is  best 
known  for  “crisis  intervention"  work.  Earlier  this 
year  he  was  assigned  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  as  a  negotiator  in  the  confrontation 
between  militant  Indians  and  the  government  at 
Wounded  Knee,  S.D.  (RNS  Photo) 
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TODAY’S  DISCIPLES,  youthful  sing¬ 
ing  group,  in  Trinity  Church,  Ruston, 
provided  the  worship  service  at  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Sibley, 
Sunday  evening,  Aug.  19.  The  Sibley 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  Lynn  W.  Merrill, 
son  of  the  Trinity  Church  minister, 
the  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill. 


Historic  Patterson  Church  holds  dedication 


Presenting  objects  for 
dedication  to  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  McDowel l(right), 
Lafayette  District  super¬ 
intendent  were  (left  to 
right)  James  C.  Risher, 
the  organ;  Howard  Blan¬ 
co,  the  heating-air  con¬ 
ditioning  system,  and 
Mrs.  Paul  McKee,  fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  refurbish- 
ings. 


CHRIST  CHURCH  YOUTH  spon¬ 
sored  a  “Day  of  Fasting^  and  Prayer” 
on  Wednesday,  Aug.  22,  to  remind  the 
members  of  “how  half  the  people  of 
the  world  feel  when  they  go  to  bed  at 
night  hungry.”  A  “Poor  Man’s  Supper” 
was  served  at  the  church.  The  Rev. 
Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr.  is  their  pastor. 

A  “MISSION  SPECIAL”  in  the  Welsh 
United  Methodist  Church,  Aug.  19, 
featured  the  trip  to  Camp  Sierra  Linda 
in  Mexico  recently  made  by  a  group  of 
youth  from  the  Lake  Charles  District. 
The  Rev.  Richard  Meek,  pastor  of 
Westlake  United  Methodist  Church,  ac¬ 
companied  the  group,  and  he  made  the 
Welsh  presentation  with  the  assistance 
of  Bonnie  McCown,  who  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  work  camp.  Bobby  Watkins 
introduced  the  speakers.  The  Rev.  Ira 
Robinson  is  the  Welsh  pastor. 

CAMP  ISTROUMA  was  the  setting 
for  a  retreat  held  by  the  young  people 
of  University  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
and  Blackwater  Church.  The  senior 
high  youth  were  there  Aug.  13-15, 
and  the  junior  highs  on  Aug.  2(L22. 

THE  ST.  BERNARD  Vacation  Church 
School  enrolled  115  students  during 
the  August  classes.  The  offering,  total¬ 
ing  $49.00,  is  being  directed  to  Peo¬ 
ples  Community  Center  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Mrs.  A1  Smith  was  director,  as¬ 
sisted  by  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jordan,  Mrs. 
John  Luecke,  Mrs.  James  Steger  and 
Mrs,  Gene  White. 

THE  PULPIT  OF  SEVIER  Memorial 
Church  in  Ferriday  was  occupied  on 
Aug.  19  by  C,  P.  Pierce  from  Jones- 
ville,  with  Billy  Rucker  presiding.  M. 
J.  Upchurch  led  the  evening  service. 
The  Rev.  George  Cunningham  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

P.K.  KORNER 

MARTHA  RUTH  COOKE,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Cooke,  and 
Robert  N.  Hallquist,  Jr.,  son  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  N.  Hallquist  of 
Shreveport,  were  married  on  Aug.  4,  in 
the  sanctuary  of  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  where 
the  bride’s  father  serves  as  pastor.  The 
couple  will  live  in  Bloomington,  Ind., 
where  the  groom  will  enroll  in  the 
graduate  school  of  music  at  the  univer¬ 
sity. 

MANGUM  MEMORIAL  CHURCH 
in  Shreveport  was  the  setting  Aug.  18, 
for  the  wedding  of  Carolyn  Wagner, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Wag¬ 
ner,  and  Richard  Cain,  son  of  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain,  Ruston  District  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  Mrs.  Cain. 


Patterson  United  Methodist  Church, 
one  of  the  oldest  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  held  a  homecoming  and  dedi¬ 
cation  ceremony  on  Sunday,  August  5, 
with  the  Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell, 
Lafayette  District  superintendent  of¬ 
ficiating,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  George 
H.  Sherman,  Jr.,  pastor. 

The  present  church,  built  in  1882- 
84,  has  recently  been  refurbished  and 
a  new  organ  and  central  heating  and 
air-conditioning  system  installed.  In 
addition  to  the  dedication  of  these 
items,  the  large  live  oak  tree  which 
stands  on  the  grounds  and  was  recent¬ 


ly  registered  with  the  Louisiana  Live 
Oak  Society  and  certified  as  being  over 
100  years  old,  was  marked  according¬ 
ly- 

The  first  church  was  built  in  1844. 
It  is  recorded  that  Elisha  Bowman 
established  a  preaching  place  at  Dutch 
Settlement  and  later  Richmond  Nolley 
was  the  first  minister  for  Pattersonviiie, 
which  was  a  part  of  his  large  circuit. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made 
on  the  present  building,  but  the  basic 
structure  remains  intact.  The  new  or¬ 
gan  was  made  possible  by  a  substantial 
gift  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Ault. 


ELEMENTARY  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 
of  Springhill  United  Methodist 
Church  made  a  trip  to  Monroe, 
Aug.  16,  to  visit  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  Gardens  and  Zoo.  Their 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  George  Harkins. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  PINEVILLE, 
held  a  church-wide  outing  at  Camp 
Brewer  on  Sunday,  Aug.  12.  The 
vesper  service  was  Ted  by  the 
young  people.  The  Rev.  Stone  W. 
Caraway  is  pastor. 

ST.  PAUL’S  CHURCH  in  New 
Orleans  had  Chester  Lewis,  lay 
speaker  from  Gretna  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  in  the  pulpit  on 
Sunday  morning  Aug.  12.  Guest 
speaker  Aug.  19  was  the  Rev. 
Richard  E.  Walton,  superintendent 
of  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital. 
The  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  is  the 
pastor  at  St.  Paul. 

THE  SENIOR  HIGH  YOUTH  of 
Grace  Church,  Ruston  held  a  camp-out 
at  Lake  Claiborne  on  a  recent  week¬ 
end,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr.,  pastor  and 
wife,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Toli¬ 
ver,  and  families.  Mary  Frances  Rig- 
gin,  summer  youth  director,  has  re¬ 
turned  to  L.S.U.  for  another  year  of- 
schoolwork. 


THE  yOUT7of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  First  ”antist  Churches 
of  Kentwood  have  been  working 
together  with  Allen  Rankin  and 
Nora  Stevens  for  two  months  pre¬ 
paring  a  musical  concert.  Their 
first  presentation  was  on  Aug.  11 
at  a  Youth  Rally  held  in  the  Pine 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church. 
Young  people  from  all  denomina¬ 
tions  in  Kentwood,  Greensburg, 
Amite,  Montpelier,  Walker,  Watson 
and  Tangipahoa  attended.  The 
second  presentation  by  the  group 
was  in  the  Kentwood  Baptist 
Church,  Aug.  15. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  HOUMA,  sent  52 
campers  with  15  adults  to  Caney  Lake 
the  first  week  of  August.  In  addition  to 
recreation,  two  classes  were  held: 
Hymn  Singing  and  Using  Your  Faith 
in  Life  Situations.  Morning  Watch  and 
Evening  Vespers  were  on  the  agenda, 
and  climaxed  with  a  candlelight  Com¬ 
munion  Service.  The  Rev.  Jerome  Cain 
is  their  pastor. 

THE  REV.  E.  R.  H.AUG,  retired,  was 
guest  preacher  in  the  pulpit  of  the  Lees- 
ville  Church,  Aug.  19.  Dr.  Haug  is  a 
former  pastor  of  the  Leesville  Church 
where  the  Rev.  Donald  M.  Risinger 
now  serves  as  pastor. 


As  a  memorial  to  the 
late  Herbert  J.  Sills, 
Rayne,  La.,  long-time 
member  of  Centenary 
Church,  Mrs.  Sills  and 
daughter,  Mrs.  Donald 
Trull  of  Davis,  Calif., 
present  handsome  ma¬ 
hogany  desk  and  black 
leather  executive  chair 
as  gift  for  the  Pastor’s 
Study.  The  Rev.  George 
MeVay,  pastor  accepts 
on  behalf  of  the  church. 
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CARROLLTON  LIGHTS  SHINE 

The  outside  lighting  for  Carrollton 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  consists  of  an  overhead  light  in 
the  entrance  way  and  three  light 
standards  in  front  of  the  church  on 
South  Carrollton  Avenue. 

The  lights  are  turned  on  during  night 
services  and  they’re  turned  off  when 
church  is  over. 

Up  until  recently,  that  is. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  Pierce  Mc- 
Keithen,  decided  to  leave  them  on  all 
night  one  night  —  to  brighten  up  the 
corner  of  South  Carrollton  Avenue  and 
Freret  Street,  where  the  church  is  lo¬ 
cated.  The  corner  never  looked  so  good 
at  night  before,  according  to  rnembers 
of  the  congregation  and  the  neighbors. 

Here’s  how  “Operation  Light-Up” 
was  described  in  the  church  bulletin: 

“No,  we  haven’t  forgotten  to  turn 
the  outside  lights  off  at  night.  We’re 
leaving  them  on  to  show  off  our 
church  —  to  let  people  know  it’s  here 
and  to  let  them  know  it’s  a  Force 
against  the  darkness  of  evU.  If  we 
preach  and  teach  that  Jesus  is  the 
Light  of  the  World  inside,  we  should 
also  show  the  Power  of  this  Light  out¬ 
side.  What  we’re  doing  with  the  lights 
is  simple.  We’re  turning  them  on  for 
Christ.” 

t 

NEWMAN  CHURCH  FEATURES 
‘EXPO  73  WEEK’  FOR  YOUTH 

The  emphasis  for  ‘Expo  73  Week” 
at  Newman  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Alexandria  was  on  the  meaning  of 
“Christian  youth  and  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ  and  his  Church.” 
Speakers  for  the  Aug.  12-19  youth  ac¬ 
tivity  week  included  the  Rev.  Cullen 
Washington  and  the  Rev.  Sidney  Irv¬ 
ing. 

Directing  the  week’s  program  were: 
Mrs.  Rosalie  Pryor,  yoimg  adult  lead¬ 
er;  Mrs.  Jacqueline  Caimon,  leader  and 
program  designer;  Mrs.  Doris  Perry, 
youth  coordinator;  Mrs.  Alzena  Davis, 
education  coordinator;  Artis  Johnson, 
art;  and  leading  the  music  segment  of 
the  program  were:  Patrick  Perry,  band 
instructor;  Ronald  Perry,  vocal  music; 
Miss  Sylvia  Pryor,  organist;  Miss  Cyn¬ 
thia  Harvey,  pianist. 

Activities  included  work,  play,  fash¬ 
ion  shows,  crocheting,  decorating  cook¬ 
ies,  sandwiches  and  music.  The  youth 
climaxed  the  special  week  on  Sunday 
afternoon  with  a  visit  to  the  Veterans’ 
Hospital. 

t 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  United 
Methodist  Youth  held  a  picnic  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Aug.  26,  from  one  until  five 
o’clock  at  the  Mardi  Gras  Fountain. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading:,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Sept.  9 — Sunday  .  PsaJm  34:1-10 


Sept  10  Psalm  39:1-13 

Sept.  11  . Psalm  42:1-11 

Sept.  12  . Ps^m  73:21-18 

Sept.  13  . Psaim  19:14 

Isaiah  26:3-4 
Sept.  14  2  Cor.  10:1-5 

Sept.  15  . 2  Tim.  1:7-14 


Sept.  16 — Sunday  Psalm  130:1-8 
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WE  HAVE  MINISTERS  REQUESTING  RETIRE¬ 
MENT  HOMES  IN  EACH  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS 
FOR  JUNE  1974. 


-  — 

Each  church  will  woftc 
this  month  to  presenK) 

FRANKLIN 

A  lot  has  been  purchased  and  funds  are  being 
raised  by  the  Franklin  Church  to  build  a  home 
on  the '50/50  basis. 

«  o  @  1 

0  >«  *  1 

NATCHITOCHES 

■ 

A  lot  is  being  donated  in  Natchitoches  by  Mr. 

Sonny  Evans. 

« 0  1 

RUSTON 

H 
*  1 

We  have  property  in  the  complex  on  the  Farmer- 
ville  Road.  Another  home  is  needed  there. 

1 

NEW  ORLEANS 


We  have  no  property  in  the  New  Orleans  area. 

A  donation  of  property  would  help  make  a  home 
a  possible  reality. 

#  3  Homes  in  Shreveport* 

4  Homes  in  Huston 

1  Home  each  in:  West 
Pineviile,  Lafayette,  Ni®* 
o  6-Unit  Apartment  in  R®- 
p  Property  for  home  inly 

SHREVEPORT 

Property  is  being  donal 

X  Property  is  needed  in  H 

0  Proposed  for  197 

We  have  no  property  in  the  Shreveport  area.  A 
donation  of  property  would  help  make  a  home  a 
reality. 

- 

Individual  contributions  will  b* 
Board  at  202  Magnolia  St,,  Laf 
with  Conference  rules,  local 
send  funds  to  the  Conference 

Box  4303,  Shreveport,  Louisie 
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as  District  this  year. 


bi  •  Retired  Ministers’ Homes 
,al  l^iana  70068.  In  conformity 
:al  insurers  are  requested  to 
ce  Dr.  Leonard  Cooke,  P.O. 

sio  « 


YOU  CAN  HELP 

MAKE  ALL  THIS  POSSIBLE 


REMEMBER  US 
IN  YOUR  WILL 

MAKE  GIFTS 
OF  CASH  OR  LAND 


URCHASE  $25.00 
CERTIFICATES 
OF  DONATION 
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LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  9: 
God's  Wisdom  for  Man's  Folly 


ORIENTATION;  We  are  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
1973-’74  Church  School  year.  The  theme  f<wr 
this  quarter  (Sept.  2-23)  is  THE  GOSPEL  AC¬ 
CORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  in  Unit  #1  of 
this  quarter.  The  unit  subject  is  MINISTRY 
OF  RECONCILIATION.  Our  lesson  for  Sept. 
9  is  the  second)  in  this  unit  and  is  entitled 
“God’s  Wisdom  for  Man’s  Folly.” 

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  I  Corinthians  1:18 
through  3:23. 

MEMORY  SELECTION;  The  word  of  the  cross  is 
folly  to  those  who  are  perishing,  but  to  us  who 
are  bdng  saved  it  is  the  power  of  God.  I  Cor¬ 
inthians  1:18. 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  see  how  the 
cross,  as  God’s  wisdom,  judges  the  wisdom  of 
the  worid;  to  examine  the  proper  roles  for  man’s 
knowledge;  and  to  see  Aat  in  the  realm  of 
man’s  redemption,  only  God’s  wisdom  is  ade¬ 
quate. 

♦  *  * 

WHAT’S  GOING  ON? 

The  matters  that  concern  Paul  in  our  Scripture 
for  today  are  very  real  issues  in  our  time  also, 
though  they  may  be  expressed  in  different  ways. 

Ours  is  a  time  when  the  ultimate  usefulness  of 
man’s  knowledge  is  being  questioned.  We  have  ac¬ 
complished  a  great  many  things  on  the  basis  of  hum¬ 
an  know-how  that  are  now  being  called  into  ques¬ 
tion.  All  of  our  knowledge,  all  of  our  achievements, 
these  questioners  would  observe,  have  not  been  able 
to  “save”  us.  They  have,  even,  in  fact,  been  among 
the  major  causes  of  many  of  the  current  problems 
which  plague  mankind  in  our  time.  So  run  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  those  who  would  question  the  ability  of 
man’s  wisdom  to  deliver  him. 

Such  concerns  are  not  unrelated  to  the  matters 
with  which  Paul  deals  in  our  scripture  for  today.  It 
is  important  that  we  try  to  find  out  what  Paul  is 
saying  and  what  he  is  not  saying.  Let’s  begin  by 
looking  at  the  scripture. 

4s 

A  REVIEW  OF  THE  SCRIPTURE 

We  should  begin  with  I  Corinthians  1:17  instead 
of  1:18  as  listed  in  the  quarterly.  Verse  17  is  vital 
to  an  understanding  of  what  follows.  J.  B.  Phillips 
in  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  IN  MODERN  ENG¬ 
LISH  (from  which  most  of  the  following  quotations 
are  taken)  translates  this  verse  as  follows:  “For 
Christ  did  not  send  me  to  see  how  many  I  could 
baptize,  but  to  proclaim  the  gospel.  And  I  have  not 
done  this  by  the  persuasiveness  of  clever  words,  for 
I  have  no  desire  to  rob  the  cross  of  it’s  power.”  To¬ 
day’s  lesson  text  begins  with  1:18:  “The  preaching 
of  the  cross  is,  I  know,  nonsense  to  those  who  are 
involved  in  this  dying  world,  but  to  us  who  are  be¬ 
ing  saved  from  that  death  it  is  nothing  less  than  the 
power  of  God.” 

Paul  here  makes  the  basic  point  upon  which  his 
entire  case  rests:  the  gospel  isn’t  dependent  upon  our 
own  cleverness,  either  for  its  origin  or  for  its  success. 
One  of  the  greatest  freedoms  the  Christian  can  know 
is  that  one  doesn’t  have  to  depend  upon  his  or  her 
own  initiative  to  think  up  some  magic  or  wisdom 
that  will  save  the  world.  We  are  witnesses  to  what 
God  has  said  and  done  in  Jesus  Christ  on  behalf  of 
man’s  redemption,  and  this  is  a  Good  News  which 
is  not  only  far,  far  superior  to  what  man  could  de¬ 
vise  but  which  is  the  free  gift  of  God  to  us.  We  do 


not  create  the  gospel.  We  acknowledge  and  receive 
it  and  we  “witness  it”  to  others. 

Paul  repeats  this  again  in  2:5:  “.  .  .  that  your 
faith  should  not  rest  in  man’s  cleverness  but  upon 
the  power  of  God.” 

*  *  * 

TWO  OBSERVATIONS 

Two  important  observations  should  be  made 
about  1:18  before  we  move  on.  Paul  uses  the  phrase 
“the  word  of  the  cross”  to  express  the  central  ele¬ 
ment  in  the  gospel,  namely,  Jesus’  death  and  resur¬ 
rection.  To  the  Roman  citizen  the  cross  was  a  sym¬ 
bol  of  execution  reserved  for  the  most  vile  criminal. 
It,  the  cross,  was  a  stumbling  block  to  the  Jews  and 
folly  to  the  Gentiles.  For  the  non-Christians  of  Paul’s 
time,  the  proclamation  that  Jesus’  death  on  the  cross 
was  a  victorious  event  revealing  the  power  of  God, 
was  utter  foolishness.  And  this  fact  presented  an  al¬ 
most  insurmountable  problem  for  Paul  as  an  evan¬ 
gelist. 

Secondly,  in  1:18  Paul  uses  the  present  tense: 
“.  .  .  to  us  who  are  being  saved  it  is  the  power  of 
God.”  This,  as  pointed  out  on  page  15  of  our  quar¬ 
terly,  “signifies  a  process  that  is  continually  taking 
place.”  The  use  of  this  present  tense  suggests  an  im¬ 
portant  and  not  unrelated  question  which  you  may 
wish  to  discuss:  “What  is  salvation?  What  does  ‘being 
saved’  mean?” 

*  *  * 

OTHER  QUESTIONS  TO  PONDER 

Verse  20  of  chapter  1  poses  a  question  for  our 
modern  minds  to  ponder:  “.  .  .  what  have  the  philos¬ 
opher,  the  writer  and  the  critic  of  this  world  to  show 
for  all  their  wisdom?  Has  not  God  made  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  the  world  look  foolish?”  (J.  B.  Phillips 
trans.). 

The  story  is  told  that  Florence  Nightingale,  the 
mother  of  modern  nursing,  was  being  shown  through 
a  hospital  that  had  acquired  all  the  most  modern 
facilities  of  the  day.  After  viewing  these  symbols  of 
progress,  she  enquired  “But  what  are  you  doing  to 
learn  more  of  God?”  The  Christian  point  of  view 
says  to  the  world  that  the  test  of  real  wisdom  is  the 
extent  to  which  it  reveals  the  mind  and  will  of  God. 

>1:  :tc  * 

Verse  27  invites  us  to  consider  the  mystery  of 
God’s  ways.  For  “God  chose  what  is  foolish  to  shame 
the  wise  .  .  .;  the  weak  ...  to  shame  the  strong  .  .  .; 
things  that  are  not  to  bring  to  nothing  things  that 
are,  so  that  no  human  being  might  boast  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  God.”  Here  we  are  reminded  once  again 
of  the  base  sin  of  human  pride.  If  man  is  to  boast 

at  all,  says  Paul,  let  him  “boast  of  the  Lord.” 

*  *  * 


knowledge  seem  strange  to  us  in  this  day  when  we 
put  such  a  premium  upon  education  and  “learning.” 
We’re  tempted  to  ask  “What  on  earth  is  Paul  do¬ 
ing?”  We  feel  threatened  by  his  words. 

But  it  is  important  to  note  these  things:  Paul 
was  “nobody’s  fool”  when  it  came  to  “knowledge.” 
He  was  a  very  knowledgable  and  wise  man;  a  true 
scholar  and  intellectual.  No  one  could  write  the 
Letter  to  the  Romans  or  the  other  9  to  13  letters 
attributed  to  Paul  and  be  ignorant  enough  to 
thoughtlessly  condemn  knowledge!  The  point  is  that 
Paul’s  wisdom  was  so  great  that  he  knew  the  limits 
of  human  knowledge.  And  this  was  the  message  he 
wished  to  convey.  Human  knowledge,  he  contended, 
is  not  meant  to  “accomplish”  salvation  for  man.  In 
the  realm  of  man’s  redemption,  only  God’s  wisdom 
is  adequate. 

The  fact  that  Paul  was  himself  a  very  wise  man 
makes  his  statements  on  the  limits  of  human  know¬ 
ledge  even  more  significant.  Paul  saw  the  folly  of 
believing  that  knowledge  was  sufficient  to  accom¬ 
plish  man’s  salvation. 

*  *  * 

A  RIGHT  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  GOSPEL 
OVERCOMES  DIVISION 

At  this  point  we  might  do  well  to  remind  our¬ 
selves  that  the  subject  of  our  unit  of  study  in  this 
four-lesson  unit  is  the  MINISTRY  OF  RECON¬ 
CILIATION.  Only  God’s  wisdom  (the  cross),  and 
not  man’s  knowledge,  is  adequate  to  reconcile  di¬ 
vided  persons.  Paul  is  saying  that  “a  true  knowledge 
of  the  gospel  makes  divisions  seem  absurd  and 
makes  believers  one  in  Christ,”  to  quote  the  author 
of  our  lessons  in  the  quarterly. 

Recall  that  the  Corinthians  were  divided  over 
who  to  follow:  Paul,  Peter  or  Apollos.  The  gospel, 
Paul  is  saying,  centers  primarily  around  divine  acts, 
not  human  ideas.  Its  center  is  a  person,  Jesus  Christ, 
and  not  human  knowledge.  It  is  the  creation  and 
gift  of  God,  the  gospel  is,  and  not  “thought  up”  by 
man.  And  when  men  see  it  as  it  really  is,  the  gospel 
has  power  to  draw  all  men  to  Christ  and  in  so  doing 
to  reconcile  them  one  to  another. 

*  ♦  * 

THE  RELEVANCE  OF  IT  ALL 

The  relevance  of  Paul’s  thought  seems  especially 
significant  for  our  time  when  we  know  by  painful 
experience  that  man’s  ingenuity  and  accomplish¬ 
ments,  while  they  may  bring  progress  on  many  lev¬ 
els,  simply  are  not  capable  of  accomplishing  recon¬ 
ciliation  among  men  nor  of  achieving  the  salvation 
of  men’s  lives  and  souls.  Such  can  come  only  by  the 
wisdom  of  God  (the  way  of  the  cross)  and  by  the 
power  of  the  gospel, 

*  * 


From  2:10  through  3:4  Paul  deals  with  the  role  .  F(»l 
of  the  Spirit  in  relation  to  man’s  achievement  of  real  4<.' 

wisdom.  The  Spirit  provides  the  key  to  searching  '  1^’ What  does  Paul  mean  in  1:25:  “For  the  fool- 
even  the  “depths  of  God.”  But  Paul  provides  a  way  isbne:^  of  God  is  wiser  than  me%  and  the  weakness^ 
to  test  the  Spirit  (see  3:3).  If  there  is  any  jealousy  of  Gbd  is^stronger  than  mem”? 
or  strife  among  us,  then  we  cannot  claim,  accord-  ■  2., What  do  you  think  Paul’  would  see  as  thel 

ing  to  Paul,  to  be  Spirit-filled  Christians.  j^oper  role  for  man’s  knowledge?  How  is  man  to^ 

Paul’s  final  warning  in  this  portion  of  the  scrij^  use  his  inltellect?  f  “i-  .  - 

ture,  in  regard  to  the  folly  of  human  wisdom,  is  3.  Is  there  Justification  in  the  Bible  fox  the  at- 
found  in  3:18-20.  If  we  are  to  become  wise,  we  must  Facks  today  on  man’s  intellectual  efforts  to  improve 
first  become  “fools.”  Here  is  a  good  point  to  discuss:  his  world?  If  you  think  so,  what  is  this  justification^ 
What  does  and  what  does  Paul  not  mean  by  this?  ^If  you  think  not,  explain  why.  1 

*  *  *  4.  What  is^the  relation  of 'this  lesson  to  /'the^ 

ministry  of ‘  reconciliation?”  i-r  A 

WHAT  IS  PAUL  SAYING  IN  ALL  OF  THIS? 

Paul’s  harsh  pronouncements  belittling  man’s  NEXT  SUNDAY:  “Unity  at  The  Lord’s  Table.” 
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From  Nursery  School  to  College-lt’s  a  Problem! 


Your  bird  leaves  the  nest: 
How  much  string  is  needed? 


new  YORK  (RNS)— A  child  leaves 
the  home  environment  —  for  nursery 
school,  elementary  school,  high  school 
or  college  —  with  mixed  feelings  on 
the  part  of  both  child  and  parent. 

The  child  is  excited  at  the  antici¬ 
pation  of  new  freedom  and  experiences, 
but  still  inwardly  craves  the  attention 
and  affection  of  the  parents.  Children 
are  generally  anxious  to  please  their 
parents,  and  fearful  of  “letting  them 
down”  —  apparently  much  more  than 
parents  realize. 

Parents,  on  the  other  hand,  want 
their  child  to  become  independent  and 
successful.  But  they  are  often  fearful 
of  “losing”  their  child  to  the  “hostile 
environment”  and  thus  reluctant  to 
push  them  out  too  fast. 

What  can  parents  do  to  help  their 
child  mature  through  the  school 
years?  A  group  of  students  at  Ford- 
ham  Preparatory  School  here  aptly 
described  the  parents’  relationship  to 
the  maturing  child  as  “letting  out 
more  string.”  When  the  child  is  very 
young,  he  is  given  “little  string.”  As  he 
develops  in  maturity  and  responsibility, 
he  is  given  “more  string.” 

Rita  Gross,  nursery  school  teacher 
at  Hartley  House  here,  said  parents 
with  the  best  of  intentions  often  err 
by  giving  little  children  too  much  free¬ 
dom  —  believing  that  they  are  capable 
of  making  complex  decisions. 

“They  are  too  little,”  she  said. 
“Young  kids  are  tremendously  fright¬ 
ened  and  confused  when  faced  with  a 
large  number  of  choices.  Parents  of 
pre-school  children  need  to  be  always 
loving  but  establish  firm  guidelines  as 
to  what  they  can  do  and  what  they 
cannot.” 

Mrs.  Gross  observed  that  young  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  not  had  proper  paren¬ 
tal  guidance  often  come  to  nursery 
school  and  “try  out  all  kinds  of  ran¬ 


{EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following 
are  copies  of  letters  addressed  to  “en¬ 
gage/ social  action”  magazine  and  for¬ 
warded  to  us.  They  are  in  reference  to 
an  article  in  our  August  16th  Arkansas 
edition  in  which  the  editors  of  the 
magazine  called  for  the  removal  of 
President  Nixon  from  office  by  resigna¬ 
tion  or  impeachment). 

Mr.  Allan  R,  Brockway 
engage  Editor 
100  Maryland  Avenue  N.  E. 
Washington,  D.  C.  20002 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  just  read  in  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  the  distressing  report  that 
your  Board  is  recommending  the  re¬ 
moval  by  resignation  or  even  impeach¬ 
ment  of  the  duly  elected  president  of 
our  country.  I  am  exceedingly  grieved 
that  a  Board  in  our  church  designed  to 
give  moral  leadership  to  the  entire 
church  and  to  the  nation  would  con¬ 
demn  a  man  before  he  is  tried.  Even 
fearful  Nicodemus  objected  to  that  in 
the  days  of  our  Lord.  He  asked  the 
question:  “Does  our  lav/  condemn  a 


dom  behavior  and  antics,  because  they 
don’t  know  where  they  stand  and  they 
want  to  find  out.” 

By  the  time  son  and  daughter  reach 
high  school  and  college  level,  they 
have  become  more  mature  —  but  ap¬ 
parently  not  as  much  as  generally  sup¬ 
posed. 

“Students  today  are  much  more 
sophisticated  and  know  an  awful  lot 
more  than  we  did  at  their  age,”  says 
Father  Thomas  Ambrose,  a  teacher  at 
St.  Ignatius  Loyola  High  School  in 
New  York.  “They’re  aware  of  more 
things  —  but  because  they’re  more 
aware  of  things,  they  think  they  know 
all  the  answers.  This  is  not  always 
true.” 

Father  Ambrose  observed  that  many 
persons  are  confused  by  this  common 
attitude  among  teenagers  today  and 
need  guidance  in  coping  with  it. 

Mrs.  Rose  Mangieri,  a  district 
school  board  member  in  the  Bronx, 
urges  parents  to  become  more  con¬ 
cerned  about  “the  alarming  emphasis 
on  negatives”  common  in  many  schools 
and  the  “conscious  or  unconscious 
drawing  away  of  student  from  family 
values.” 

She  holds  that  in  numerous  ways, 
through  the  mass  media,  the  tone  of 
textbooks  and  the  attitudes  of  some 
teachers,  students  are  being  led  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  “your  parents’  values  are  no 
good,  your  country’s  no  good,  you 
don’t  need  religion  .  .  .” 

Mary  O’Keefe,  dean  of  students  at 
St.  John’s  University  in  Brooklyn,  be¬ 
lieves  that  young  people  often  develop 
a  kind  of  split  personality — knowing 
they  are  still  financially  and  in  other 
ways  dependent  on  their  parents,  and 
yet  trying  to  be  independent  and  ma¬ 
ture  as  they  are  expected  to  be  in  col¬ 
lege. 

She  also  points  out  the  peed  for 


man  before  he  is  tried?” 

You  half  quote  from  the  Bible  to 
justify  your  action.  In  the  midst  of  all 
the  accusations  (yet  unproven)  Mr. 
Nixon  has  followed  the  example  of  our 
Lord:  “When  he  was  reviled,  he  reviled 
not  again.”  It  might  be  that  you  need 
to  hear  Jesus  at  another  point:  “Re¬ 
move  the  log  from  your  own  eye,  then 
you  can  see  clearly  how  to  remove  the 
speck  from  your  brother’s  eye.” 

I  remember  that  your  Board  some 
six  years  ago  led  in  the  movement  to 
liberalize  drinking  among  the  members 
of  the  church  and  the  use  of  tobacco 
among  the  ministerial  candidates.  With 
the  practice  of  these  liberalized  stand¬ 
ards,  for  the  first  time  in  Methodist 
history,  our  beloved  church  has  been 
forced  to  report  a  net  loss  of  member¬ 
ship  for  each  of  the  last  three  succes¬ 
sive  years. 

Many  people  now  have  come  to  look 
upon  the  Methodist  Church  as  another 
club.  They  say:  “You  can  take  it  or 
leave  it.  It  won’t  matter  now  or  etern¬ 
ally.”  It  may  be  that  Mr.  Nixon  has 
made  some  mistakes.  Likewise  the 
church  may  have  made  some.  But  I  am 
not  ready  to  sell  either  one  for  a  mess 


“balance”  as  an  individual  matures — 
suggesting  the  importance  of  parents’ 
providing  moral  guidance  in  such  basic 
areas  as  thoughtfulness  and  concern 
for  others. 

“Some  students  have  tremendous 
drive  and  are  so  sure  of  themselves 
and  adept  at  making  decisions  that 
they  want  to  do  everything  by  them¬ 
selves,  their  way,”  she  said.  Miss 
O’Keefe  described  one  such  student 
who  took  on  an  expensive  student-fi¬ 
nanced  project  and  did  a  “brilliant  and 
creative  job”  —  but  it  did  not  repre¬ 
sent  the  desires  of  the  student  body.  It 
was  an  “ego  trip;”  he  had  not  thought 
of  the  hundreds  of  others  affected  by 
his  work. 

What  do  young  students  want  from 
their  parents? 

Charles  Adams,  freshman  orienta¬ 
tion  committee  chairman  at  St.  John’s, 
urges  parents  openly  to  express  their 
love  for  their  children,  and  their  pride 
in  them. 

“Parents  are  proud  of  their  son  or 
daughter  to  other  people,  but  they  don’t 
express  it  to  their  own  child,”  he  said. 
“The  child  wants  to  hear  it  for  him¬ 
self.” 

Relating  a  personal  experience, 
Charles  said,  “I  made  Presidents’ 
Council  here.  To  me  it  was  the  high¬ 
est  thing  possible,  but  when  I  told  my 
parents,  all  they  said  was,  ‘Oh,  that’s 
nice.’  ”  “That’s  not  the  reaction  I 
wanted,”  he  said.  “I  wanted  them  to 
say;  ‘Why  that’s  fantastic!  We’re  So 
proud  of  you!’  ” 

Eileen  Fleming,  assistant  chairman 
of  the  freshman  orientation  committee, 
feels  that  a  “myth  has  grown  up  in 
which  parents  don’t  think  that  wrap¬ 
ping  their  arms  around  you  is  quite 
the  thing  to  do  anymore.  .  .” 

The  St.  John’s  student  leaders  also 
said  that  parents  shouldn’t  “ride”  their 


pottage. 

Think  on  these  things! 

Sadly  yours, 

Herston  R.  Holland 
(A  Methodist  Minister  for  35  years) 
Bp.p.Iv*.  ^Vrk 

{EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  article  in 
question  indicates  the  suggestion  is 
that  of  the  editors  of  the  magazine  and 
not  an  official  position  of  the  Board  of- 
Church  and  Society). 

t 


Editors,  “engage/social  action”: 

I  cannot  arouse  myself  to  say 
Gentlemen  or  Dear  Sirs  after  reading 
the  un-Christian  expression  that  “the 
name  of  the  evil”  in  our  nation  is  not 
Watergate  but  Richard  Nixon.  Ending 
your  quote,  “so  long  as  the  president 
remains  in  office,  so  long  will  the  evil 
pervade  the  national  government.”  I 
hold  this  expression  is  that  of  a  few  of 
one  editor  who  should  be  fired,  im¬ 
peached  or  otherwise  thrown  out  for 
his  own  lack  of  Christian  principals. 
Neither  he  nor  the  magazine  had  the 
GUTS  to  reveal  his  name.  Only  God 
knows  Who!  Social  Actions  advocates 
can  accept  the  full  responsibility  for 
the  loss  of  support  and  failing  attend¬ 
ance  in  Methodist  churches  across  this 
land  by  putting  themselves  above  the 
U.S.  Senate,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
FBI,  CIA  or  Jesus  Christ  as  “know  it 


From  Our  Readers 


Readers  react  to  magazine's  proposal  that  President  be  replaced 


by  Tammy  Tanaka, 

RNS  staff  writer 

children  so  much  about  grades.  They 
pointed  out  that  students  often  have 
to  cope  with  “bad  teachers,  bad  situa¬ 
tions.”  A  student  can  almost  go  to 
pieces,  they  said,  if  he’s  been  getting 
As  all  through  high  school  and  sud¬ 
denly  gets  a  D  in  freshman  chemis- 
try. 

This  is  where  parents  can  really  help 
and  say  something  like,  “Don’t  worry. 
Don’t  let  it  upset  you.  It’s  all  right,” 
they  said. 

Eileen  and  Charles  agreed  that  most 
students  are  eager  to  please  their  par¬ 
ents  as  much  as  themselves  by  doing 
well  in  school  —  and  they  are  often 
“scared”  when  they  don’t  perform  as 
their  parents  wish. 

Dr.  Ward  L.  Kaiser,  an  education 
official  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  father  of  two  college  stu¬ 
dents,  said  his  children’s  first  concern 
in  choosing  a  university  was,  “Can  we 
really  afford  it?” 

Another  major  concern  was  “the 
kind  of  environment  in  which  they  will 
be  operating,”  he  continued.  “We 
recognize  that  the  university  cannot 
take  the  place  of  parents,  but  the  spirit¬ 
ual-social  climate  in  which  students 
are  going  to  be  living  can  be  a  subtle 
but  important  influence.” 

Dr.  Kaiser  said  he  has  visited  a  large 
number  of  campuses  across  the  nation 
and  “I  am  developing  an  increasing 
regard  for  church-related  colleges.  I 
have  discovered  that  church  colleges 
can  be  just  an  innovative  and  can  of¬ 
fer  a  lot  of  things  that  a  large  state 
university  cannot.” 

“We’re  long  past  the  stage  when  we 
feel  children  should  be  sheltered,”  the 
NCC  official  said.  “But  I  think  it’s 
possible  to  thrust  them  into  a  hostile 
environment  where  the  goals  and  hopes 
that  the  parents  had  for  their  children 
will  be  lost.” 


alls”  with  solutions  equal  to  a  TV 
Western  with  quote,  “Give  him  a  fair 
trial  and  then  hang  him.” 

As  a  life  long  Methodist  I  am  still  in 
that  church  today  only  because  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  can  do  more  for  its  reform, 
viz,  “Back  to  the  Scriptures”,  and  the 
“Commandments”  and  the  “Golden 
Rule”,  from  the  inside  than  from  the 
outside.  I  am  not  looking  for  another 
denomination  but  for  a  more  under¬ 
standing  Methodism. 

You  do  not  and  can  not  speak  for 
“the  man  in  the  pew”  who  pays  your 
bills.  He  loves  Christ  and  his  neighbor 
and  still  believes  in  the  Miracle  of  for¬ 
giveness.  Woe  be  unto  you  when  the 
Almighty  asks  you  if  you  condemned 
your  president  without  fair  trial  or 
established  guilt,  and  your  honest  an¬ 
swer  sends  you  to  the  burning  pits  of 
hell.  I  say  let  us  clean  up  Methodism 
and  regain  the  respect  of  God  and  the 
“man  in  the  pew.”  Shame  («  you. 
Yours  in  disgust, 

C.  L.  Leighton 
De  Queen,  Ark. 
t 

{Contributions  for  this  column  should 
be  written  briefly  and  bear  the  sig¬ 
nature  and  address  of  the  writer. 
What  appears  here  does  not  neces¬ 
sarily  represent  the  point  of  view  of 
this  publication  and  the  editor  re¬ 
serves  the  right  to  withhold,  edit 
for  space,  or  print  contributions. 
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June  to  November  Key  73  theme: 

“Calling  Our  Continent  to  Proclamation” 


Youth  outreach,  vacationland  ministries  emphasized 


Nmth  American  Christians  cooper¬ 
ating  in  the  united  emphasis  of  Key 
73,  “Calling  Our  Continent  to  Christ,” 
are  stressing  youth  outreach,  fair  and 
vacationland  ministries,  and  plans  for 
community  crusades,  projects,  or  ral¬ 
lies.  The  theme  of  Key  73,  phase  five 
from  Jxme  to  November,  is  “Calling 
Our  Continent  to  Proclamation.” 

FAIR  MINISTRIES 
Key  73  booths  at  state  and  com- 
mvinity  fairs  will  provide  contempor¬ 
ary  Christian  music  and  literature,  Key 
73  programs  such  as  “Faith  in  Action,” 
“There’s  a  New  Wind  Blowing,”  and 
“Come  Together,”  and  engage  youth 
and  adults  in  dialogue.  Religious 
booths  throughout  the  continent  are 
united  with  the  Key  73  symbol.  De¬ 
nominational  and  inter-faith  leisure 
ministries  of  fair  grounds,  camp¬ 
grounds,  trailer  parks,  resorts,  and 
“second  home”  developments  in  vaca- 
tionlands  are  relating  to  the  Key  73 
program. 

REVIEW  OF  EVENTS 

The  TV  Launch  Special,  “Faith  in 
Action,”  was  shown  in  667  broadcasts 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States  in  the 
weekend  of  January  6  and  following. 


Opportunity  for 
composers  of 
Church  music 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
Competition  has  been  annoimced  for 
the  composition  of  original  xmpublish- 
ed  music  to  be  used  with  an  Alternate 
Text  for  the  Sacrament  of  The  Lord’s 
Supper  prepared  in  1972  by  the  United. 
Methodist  Commission  on  Worship. 

Being  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  Abingdon  Press, 
the  contest  is  open  to  all  musiciaiM  re¬ 
gardless  of  denominational  affiliation. 

A  prize  of  $500  is  being  offered, 
although  the  sponsors  and  judges  re¬ 
serve  the  right  to  decline  to  make  an 
award  if  in  their  judgment  no  entry 
submitted  is  worthy  of  the  award. 

Deadline  for  submission  of  manu¬ 
scripts  is  August  1,  1974.  It  is  plaimed 
that  the  new  musical  setting  will  be 
published  and  available  for  the  1975 
biennial  convocation  of  the  Fellowship 
of  United  Methodist  Musicians. 

Although  the  alternate  text  is  com¬ 
parable  in  length  to  the  tra^tional 
Communion  Service  printed  in  the 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Hymns  and 
Bo(rit  of  Wwslup,  the  new  version  uses 
modem  English, 

Music  is  needed  for  six  sections  in 
the  service:  Gloria  in  Excelsis,  Sanctus, 
Benedictus,  Acclamation,  Doxology, 
and  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  ITie  next  text 
includes  words  for  all  of  the  sections 
except  the  first  and  last. 

Official  rules  and  entry  blanks  for 
the  competition  may  be  secured  after 
October  1,  1973,  from  Robert  O.  Hof- 
felt,  Music  Section,  Abingdon  Press, 
201  Eighth  Avenue,  South,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  A  copy  of  the  exact  words  to  be 
set  will  be  furnished  with  the  rules  and 
entry  blank. 

Copies  of  the  alternate  text  may  be 
ordered  from  Cokesbury  stores  or 
Regional  Service  Centers. 


The  Second  TV  Special,  “Come  To¬ 
gether,”  featuring  Pat  Boone  and  his 
family,  a  youth  stage  choir  of  100,  and 
a  youA  chorus  of  2000,  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  in  Canada  in  September  or 
October,  according  to  Keith  Woolard, 
Canadian  Mass  Media  Director. 

In  the  U.S.  “Come  Together”  was 
placed  on  Easter  and  Pentecost  week¬ 
ends,  and  other  times  determined  by 
loctd  placement,  according  to  Virgil 
Megill,  Key  73  Mass  Media  Director. 
Videotaped  March  26,  1973,  before 
13,000  persons  at  the  Forum  in  Los 
Angeles,  the  program  invites  Christians 
to  join  in  fellowship  and  witness  in 
the  name  of  Christ.  Jimmy  Owens, 
who  with  his  wife  Carol  wrote  the 
oratorio,  directs  the  musical  with  an 
orchestra  accompaniment.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  available  for  broadcasts 
throughout  1973. 

The  CBS  “Look  Up  and  Live”  series 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
broadcast  “Key  73  and  Evangelism,” 
August  12,  Panelists  were  Paul  Deats, 
professor  of  Social  Ethics  at  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  moder¬ 
ator;  and  John  Anderson,  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  Dallas;  Raymond  A. 
May,  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
secretary  for  evangelism;  Herbert  A, 
Donovan  Jr.,  Montclair,  N.J.  Episcopal 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)— Can 
Blacks  Be  Christian?  is  the  title  of  a 
new  seven-session  study  book  being 
released  by  the  Section  on  Curriculum 
Resources  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  student’s  book  was  written  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  chairman  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal. 
The  teacher’s  guide  was  written  by 
George  M,  Daniels,  director  of  Inter¬ 
pretative  Services  for  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

According  to  the  Rev.  James  S. 
Gadsden,  a  black  editor  in  the  Section 
on  Curriculum  Resources,  the  study 
course  was  developed  in  response  to 
many  black  youth  who  lived  through 
the  1960  period  of  demonstrations  and 
sit-ins  and  experienced  blatant  forms 
of  brutality  and  abuse  from  law  en¬ 
forcement  and  other  officials  who 
themselves  were  “Christians.” 

These  young  people  concluded  that 
this  kind  of  treatment  was  not  con¬ 
sistent  with  their  understanding  of 
Christianity”,  Mr.  Gadsden  said,  “so 


clergyman;  and  Rabbi  Henry  Siegma% 
executive  vice  president..  Synagogue 
Council  of  America. 

FINAL  PHASE 

Training  for  final  phase  of  Key  73, 
“Calling  Our  Continent  to  Commit¬ 
ment”  which  begins  in  December,  is 
being  planned  in  a  number  of  com¬ 
munities  across  North  America.  A  20- 
week  Bible  lesson  radio  series,  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Central  Illinois  Key  73 
Committee  for  general  distribution, 
features  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Lance  Webb  as  narrator.  By  mid-July 
60  radio  stations  in  central  Illinois  had 
scheduled  the  series. 

The  “More  Than  You  Are”  series 
of  four  one-half  hour  TV  programs, 
hosting  Bruce  Larsen  and  invited 
guests,  are  being  sche^led  for  fall 
showings  and  discussioii  study  group 
use  for  training  in  conversational 
evangelism.  Interviewed  on  the  pro¬ 
grams  are  Keith  Miller  and  Don  Mil¬ 
ler,  in  “You  Can  Communicate;” 
Louise  Mohr  and  Ralph  Berkeley, 
“You  Can  Change;”  Hull  Youngblood 
and  Glenn  Evans,  “You  Can  Make  a 
Difference;”  and  Ira  Gallaway  and 
Lloyd  C^vie,  “I’m  Ready  —  Let  the 
Revolution  Begin.” 

“Somebody  Loves  You,”  a  half  hour 


they  felt  that  the  Christian  religion  had 
no  value  for  blacks.” 

These  youth  have  also  been  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  Black  Muslims  who  have 
moved  into  communities  teaching  that 
Christianity  is  indeed  the  white  man’s 
religion,  he  said. 

Dr.  Caldwell  said  he  wrote  the  study 
book  as  an  attempt  to  assist  the  student 
in  his  understanding  and  affirmation  of 
the  Christian  faith  and  to  help  each  in¬ 
dividual  appreciate  his  rich  heritage  as 
a  black  person.  He  said  the  total  effect 
would  hopefully  be  to  help  the  student 
come  to  grips  with  the  “liberating 
power  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

While  the  study  course  has  been  de¬ 
veloped  primarily  for  use  in  black 
churches,  Mr.  Gadsden  said  it  would 
be  helpful  for  many  other  groups. 

The  Section  on  Curriculum  Re¬ 
sources  is  also  releasing  a  new  leaflet 
entitled  “Choosing  and  Using  Re¬ 
sources  in  the  Black  Church”  which 
attempts  to  help  teachers  and  workers 
understand  the  how,  why  and  what  of 
Christain  education  in  the  black 
church.  The  leaflet  is  free. 

The  study  book  by  Dr.  Caldwell 


TV  Special  produced  by  the  Washing¬ 
ton  State  Key  73  Committee  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Metropolitan  Seat¬ 
tle  Lutheran  Council,  presents  the  wit¬ 
ness  styles  of  six  lay  people,  including 
a  university  basketball  coach  and  his 
team  in  a  work-out,  a  joyous  celebra¬ 
tion  in  Christ,  and  a  brief  appearance 
of  Billy  Graham,  and  is  available  for 
general  use.  Key  73  has  stimulated  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  to  use  radio-TV  to  a  larger  degree 
in  presenting  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

Dr.  Theodore  A.  Raedeke,  executive 
director  of  Key  73,  has  summarized  the 
challenge  of  phase  five  responsibilities: 
“During  the  summer  months  of  this 
year  those  who  are  called  by  the  name 
of  Christ  will  be  asked  to  make  a 
determined  effort  first  of  all  to  live 
your  Christian  life  so  that  other  peo¬ 
ple  really  see  Christ  in  you,  and  then 
let  them  hear  of  Christ  from  you.” 

Key  73  is  a  simultaneous  thrust  of 
over  150  religious  bodies  and  organi¬ 
zations  in  the  United  States  and  Can¬ 
ada  committed  to  share  with  every 
person  in  North  America  more  fully 
and  more  forcefully  the  claims  and 
message  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  Key  73  executive  office  is  at  418 
Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  63102. 


sells  for  40  cents  and  the  teacher’s 
guide  by  Mr.  Daniels  is  30  cents.  They 
may  be  ordered  from  Cokesbury. 
t 

Church  Board  co-authors  book  on  Kent  State 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
The  continuing  story  of  1970’s  four 
student  killings  at  Kent  State  Univer¬ 
sity  and  the  struggle  to  secure  govern¬ 
ment  action  is  told  in  a  new  book  to 
appear  partially  under  auspices  of  a 
United  Methodist  board. 

“The  Truth  About  Kent  State:  A 
Challenge  to  the  American  Con¬ 
science,”  to  be  published  Sept.  4,  car¬ 
ries  the  name  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  as  co-author,  along  with 
Peter  Davies. 

The  United  Methodist  board  will  re¬ 
ceive  one-fourth  of  the  book’s  royal¬ 
ties  to  meet  the  costs  of  supporting  the 
students  and  their  families  “in  their 
struggle  to  obtain  justice,”  and  Mr. 
Davies  will  receive  one-fourth.  The 
other  half  will  go  to  a  special  Kent 
State  Due  Process  of  Law  Fund  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  board  to  meet  legal  costs 
of  cases  related  to  the  Kent  State  issue. 


THERE  Ml 

JST  BE  A  REASON  WHY 

THE  UPPER  ROOM  IS  READ  BY  MILLIONS  EVERY  DAY 

FIND  OUT 

ABOUT  OUR  BULK  ORDER  PLAN  FOR  YOUR 

CHURCH  BY  WRITING  DEPT. 

THE  UPPER  ROOM,  1908  GRAND  AYE.,  NASHVILLE,  TENN.  37203 

New  curriculum  resource  book  especially  for  young  blacks 
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Ruston  District  Elementary  V  and  VI  campers  photographed  at  the  United 
Methodist  Camp  atCaney  Lakes  during  the  July  23-27  sessions.  The  Rev. 
W.  P.  Cassels,  Hefjin-Brushwood  pastor,  directed  the  42  campers  and 
nine  counselors. 


Second  graders  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  com¬ 
posed  the  letter  displayed  above  for  their  ministers  tel¬ 
ling  them  how  they  are  learning  in  class  about  sharing 
and  God’s  love.  The  letter  was  written  in  conjunction 
with  the  lesson  taught  by  Mrs.  Mae  Beth  Thompson.  After 
class  the  presentation  was  made  in  the  senior  minister  s 
study.  (From  left)  the  Rev.  Larry  Maxwell,  associate 
minister;  Larry  Maxwell,  Jr.;  Glen  Gurney,  and  Dr.  Doug¬ 
las  L.  McGuire,  senior  minister. 

CENTENARY  GRAD  CREDITS 
PAPER  ON  YELLOW  FEVER 
EPIDEMIC  FOR  ACCEPTANCE 
AT  JOHNS  HOPKINS 

A  paper  about  the  Shreveport  yel¬ 
low  fever  epidemic  has  proved  to  be 
the  catalyst  for  the  acceptance  of  a 
Centenary  College  student  into  the 
Ph.D.  program  at  Johns  Hopkins  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Medicine.  Robert  Mi- 
ciotto,  a  medical  pathologist  at  Willis- 
Knighton  Hospital,  received  his  B.A. 
degree  in  history  from  Centenary  last 
May,  and  will  begin  work  on  his  doc¬ 
torate  at  the  East  Baltimore  University 
this  August. 

Miciotto,  of  Shreveport,  is  the  only 
student  in  this  fall’s  medical  history 
class  at  Johns  Hopkins  University  who 
does  not  have  an  M.D.  degree.  He  be¬ 
lieves  he  was  accepted  into  the  pro¬ 
gram  usually  reserved  for  M.D.’s  on 
the  strength  of  a  paper  he  wrote  while 
at  Centenary  about  the  1873  epidemic. 

The  article,  “Shreveport’s  First  Medi¬ 
cal  Crisis:  the  Yellow  Fever  Epidemic 
of  1873,”  was  published  in  the  Sum¬ 
mer  1973  issue  of  the  North  Louisiana 
Historical  Association  Journal  and  was 
the  winner  of  the  first  annual  College 
Essay  Competition  on  North  Louisiana 
History  sponsored  by  the  NLHA.  The 
paper  was  written  during  his  senior 
year  at  Centenary  College. 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 

The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual,  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 
good  working  order. 


STOP  LIST 


GREAT 
8'  Open  Diap 
2*  Fifteenth 
8*  Trumpet 

CHOIR 
8*  Hohl  Flute 
8*  Dulciana 
8*  Clarinet 


73  pipes 
some  notes 
73  pipes 


(low  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 


SWELL 

8'  Geigen  Principal 

8'  Stopped  Flute* 

8*  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8'  Voix  Celeste 
4'  Flute  Harm. 

2*  Flautino 
8*  Vox  Humano 


PEDAL 

16*  Major  Bass 

16'  Lieblich  Gedeckt 


(lower  12 
missing] 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
6 1  pipes 
73  pipes  ( 
some  ar< 
ly  bent 


32  pipes 
12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 


Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 

For  more  information  write  P.O.BOX  1189 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  255-5901 


Lake  Charles  Junior  High  Camp  Number  Two,  held  July  30  to  August  3, 
under  directorship  of  the  Rev.  Deen  Thompson,  pastor  of  Oak  Park  Church 
in  Lake  Charles. 


The  Rev.  William  Eubanks,  pastor  of  the  Eunice-Ville  Platte  Charge, 
directed  Elementary  Camp  Number  Two  for  Lake  Charles  District  during 
the  period  between  Aug.  13-17. 


Nineteen  senior  high 
campers  representing  12 
churches  from  North 
Louisiana  met  at  Coney 
Lake  Methodist  Camp, 
July  9-14,  under  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  Ruston  District. 
The  Rev.  Bill  Rowell, 
Quitman-Faith  Charge 
pastor, served  as  director. 
Other  staff  members  were 
the  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  the 
Rev.  Freddie  Henderson, 
the  Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly, 
Mrs.  Adona  Cain  and  Miss 
Mary  Frances  Riggin. 


THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 


OF  WESLEY’S  ENGLAND  NOVEMBER  9-27,  1973 


$499  FROM  SHREVEPORT  ,  FOR  BROCHURE,  WRITE: 

UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR 
P.  0.  BOX  4111 
Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 


or  contact  one  of  these  Tour  Leaders; 

Rev.  James  Christie,  411  Sherrouse,  Monroe 

Rev.  Wm.  C.  Blakely,  Rl.  1  Box  360,  Baker 

Rev.  Warren  Blakeman,  401  Ruth,  Sulphur 

Rev.  George  Harkins,  604  Pine,  Springhill 

Rev.  Wm.  R.  Irving,  Box  1143,  Bogalusa 

Rev.  J.  p.  McKeithen,  1721  S.  Carrolton,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Jerry  Means,  Box  2039,  Lafayette 

Rev.  Wm.  E.  Nolan,  5855  Dianne,  Shreveport 

Rev.  Edward  O.  Pickens,  Box  812,  Mansfield 

Rev.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  205  S.  College,  Marionville,  Mo. 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  310  Park  Ave.,  West  Monroe 

Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  311  Hudson  Lane,  Monroe 
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Shreveport  District  Camp  held  at  Caney  Lake  for  Grades  V  and  VI  enrol¬ 
led  30  boys  and  girls  shown  here  with  counselors.  Co-directors  for  the 
camp  were  the  Rev,  John  Williams  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  and  the  Rev,  Marie  Williams  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  (sixth  and 
seventh  from  left  on  back  row). 


UMYF  officers  of  Homer  United  Methodist  Church  recently 
elected  for  1973-74  year.  (From  left)  Steve  Cooper,  recre¬ 
ation  chairman;  Sandra  Speer,  secretary-treasurer;  Billy 
Wideman,  reporter;  Laura  Barnette,  president,  and  Curtis 
Glenn,  vice  president.  Freddie  Wideman  is  youth  director; 
the  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid  is  pastor. 


Thirty  youth  and  four  adults  from  Southside  Church  in 
Monroe  traveled  more  than  10(X)  miles  in  "Blue  Goose” 
(their  church  bus)  touring  Oral  Roberts  University  and 
Boston  Avenue  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  Eureka  Springs, 
Ark,  where  they  attended  the  “Passion  Play"  and  visited 
nearby  Artists  Colony  and  Inspiration  Point,  and  points  of 
interest  at  Branson  City  including  Marvel  Cave  (shown 
above)  and  Silver  Dollar  City.  Mrs.  Dean  Boozer  is  youth 
worker;  the  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  minister. 


Thirty-one  junior  highs  and  five  counselors  from  Noel  Memorial^^Church, 
Shreveport,  who  covered  approximately  1000  miles  on  recent  “Mystery 
Trip.”  Kept  a  secret  until  departure  time,  their  itinerary  was  handed  to 
parents  as  the  bus  left  the  Church,  Points  of  interest  included  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  United  Methodist  Assembly  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  picturesque  Eureka 
Springs  and  the  "Passion  Play",  and  a  day  at  Dogpatch,  U.S.A.  Dr.  Ben¬ 
edict  A.  Galloway  is  minister.  Numerous  fund-raising  projects  helped  to 
finance  the  trip.  Senior  highs  recently  returned  from  a  two-weeks’  trip 
through  Colorado  which  culminated  in  a  five-day  work  session  at  the  Na¬ 
vajo  Mission,  Farmington,  N.  M. 


Fifty-nine  youths  and  counselors  from  Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church 
who  made  a  summer  trip  to  Galveston  and  Houston  recently.  Youth  di¬ 
rector  is  Robert  Reich;  the  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely  is  pastor. 


The  "G.O.L.F."  (God  Our  Loving  Father),  musical  group 
from  Natchitoches  First  Church  shown  during  recent  visit  at 
First  Church,  Franklin,  where  they  presented  a  concert 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Martha  Lou  Carroll.  The  Rev. 
Henry  Blount  is  their  minister. 


Senior  High  youth  at 
First  Church,  Franklin, 
who  took  part  in  recent 
Spiritual  Discovery  Week¬ 
end  at  camp  at  Cypremort 
Point,  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Kathi  Breazeale, 
youth  director.  The  week¬ 
end  climaxed  with  a  com¬ 
munion  and  footwashing 
service.  The  Rev.  C.  R. 
McCammon  is  pastor. 
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Perkins  Course  of 
Study  School  draws 
27  Louisianans 

Twenty-three  of  the  27  Louisiana 
Conference  participants  in  the  1973 
Perkins  School  of  Theolo^,  S.M.U.,, 
Course  of  Study  school  pictured  with 
the  Rev.  Claus  Rohlfs,  director  of  the 
school.  Those  in  attendance  t'  is  year 
were:  Robert  Janies  Addison  (Mon¬ 
roe),  George  James  Addison,  Sr.  (Mar- 
thaville),  Homer  V.  Bailes  (Roanoke), 
Donald  Barrie  (Convent),  Joe  Brown. 
(Monroe),  Burnell  Bell  (New  Orleans), 
Claude  M.  Crotwell  (Calhoun),  Jay  V. 
Daigle,  Sr.  (Baton  Rouge),  Wilbur 
Davis,  Sr.  (Clinton),  E,  Eugene  Kim¬ 
ble  (Baton  Rouge),  Noel  Gaines,  Jr. 
(Marrero),  Mrs.  Ester  Hammond  (Bog- 
alusa),  Oneal  Hardy  (Palmetto),  Thom¬ 
as  A.  Hoover,  Jr.  (New  Orleans),  Alex, 
Johnson  (Boyce),  Clinton  A.  Jordan 
(Waterproof),  Pete  Medak  (Monroe), 
William  J.  Miller  (Baton  Rouge),  Wil¬ 
liam  Ed  Parks  (Simsboro),  Thomas  H, 
Rowe,  Sr.  (Shreveport),  Mrs.  Caria 
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Charles  N.  Cadwallader  Memorial 
Lectures,  Sept.  9-11 . 

Chemistry  professor  with  Ph.  D 
iu  Religiou  to  lecture  at  Rayue 


The  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  Me¬ 
morial  Lectures  will  be  delivered  Sept. 
9,  10,  and  11,  at  Rayne  Memorial  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans. 
The  lecturer  this  year  is  Dr.  George 
K.  Schweitzer,  Alumni  Distinguished 
Service  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville.  The 
theme  of  the  1973  lectures  is  “Doing 
the  Gospel,”  and  will  be  an  in-depth 
study  of  the  Book  of  James. 

Dr.  Schweitzer,  who  holds  doctor’s 
degrees  in  Chemistry  and  The  History 
of  Science,  has  also  a  Ph.D.  in  Religion 
from  Columbia  University.  He  has 
crowned  an  outstanding  career  as  a 
professor  of  chemistry  with  numerous 
speaking  engagements  in  Bible  confer¬ 
ences,  lectureships,  and  campus  relig¬ 
ious  emphasis  throughout  the  nation. 
He  regularly  teaches  a  large  class  of 
college  students  in  his  church  in  Knox¬ 
ville. 

Lectures  will  be  held  at  7:30  each 
of  the  three  evenings  and  10:30  a.m. 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  Dr.  Sch¬ 
weitzer  will  also  speak  at  the  10:50 
a.m.  worship  hour  on  Sunday,  his  mes¬ 
sage  being  an  introduction  to  the  study 
of  James. 

The  lectures  are  a  gift  from  Mrs. 
Cadwallader,  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Rayne  congregation,  in  memory  of  her 
late  husband.  An  open  invitation  is  ex¬ 
tended  to  all  to  attend. 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Bayliss  is  the 
pastor  and  the  Rev.  Ms.  Carole  Cotton 


is  the  associate  minister  at  Rayne  Me¬ 
morial. 

t 

MSM  at  Centenary- 
plans  ecumenically 
oriented  program 

The  Methodist  Student  Movement 
at  Centenary  College  has  announced 
its  program  for  the  1973-74  academic 
year,  including  a  program  on  ethics 
in  big  business  and  a  discussion  of 
college-city  relations. 

Although  the  MSM  is  sponsored  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church  at  Cen¬ 
tenary,  it  is  intended  to  be  a  fellowship 
for  all  students  and  is  in  no  way  lim¬ 
ited  to  Methodists.  It  is  ecumenical 
and  inclusive  in  outlook  and  program 
and  its  Steering  Committee  includes 
members  of  many  different  church 
backgrounds. 

The  program,  announced  by  the 
Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  chaplain  at 
Centenary  and  advisor  to  MSM,  in¬ 
cludes  an  Open  House  at  the  Smith 
Building  Auditorium,  Sunday,  Aug. 
26,  5:30-6:35;  and  two  retreats  at 
Caney  Lake  near  Minden,  Sept.  28- 
29  and  April  26-27. 

The  regular  weekly  MSM  programs 
are  held  on  Thursday  evenings  at  5 
in  the  Smith  Auditorium,  the  first 


Bishop  Galloway  to 

Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway,  who  re¬ 
tired  in  1972  after  serving  as  resident 
bishop  of  the  Arkansas  Area  for  eight 
years,  has  been  appointed  resident 
bishop  of  the  Houston  Area  to  com¬ 
plete  the  four-year  term  of  the  late 
Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Copeland. 

The  assignment  was  announced  by 
Bishop  Alsie  H.  Carleton,  president  of 
the  College  of  Bishops  of  the  eight- 
state  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  and 
Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden,  president 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Galloway  assumed  his  duties 
in  Houston  on  Sept.  1  and  will  serve 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  in  late  1976, 

Bishop  Copeland  died  in  Houston 
Aug.  7  following  a  heart  seizure.  He 
had  served  the  Houston  Area  for  five 
years. 

Both  Bishop  Galloway  and  Bishop 
Copeland  were  elected  to  the  episco¬ 
pacy  at  the  1960  session  of  the  South- 
Central  Jurisdiction  Conference  in  San 


REMINDER 

The  fall  Mission  Study  Con¬ 
ference  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  will  be  held  Sept.  9 
at  University  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  beginning  at  2  and  con¬ 
cluding  at  5:45  p.m.  Complete 
details  may  be  found  in  the 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  i  ssue 
of  August  23. 


scheduled  on  Aug.  30  and  featuring 
the  movie  “Future  Shock.” 

Other  programs  for  the  fall  semes¬ 
ter  include  a  discussion  by  President 
John  Allen  on  the  relations  between 
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serve  Houston  Are  a 


Antonio,  Tex.  Bishop  Copeland  was 
pastor  of  the  host  church,  Travis  Park, 
and  Bishop  Galloway  was  pastor  of  the 
Boston  Avenue  church  in  Tulsa,  Okla-. 
Bishop  Galloway  served  four  years  as 
resident  bishop  of  the  San  Antonio- 
Northwest  Texas  Area  before  coming 
to  the  Arkansas  Area  in  1964. 

The  occasion  of  the  death  of  an  ac¬ 
tive  bishop  presents  three  options  to 
the  College  of  Bishops  within  the  Jur¬ 
isdiction:  1)  the  calling  of  a  special 
session  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
to  elect  another  bishop;  2)  the  assign¬ 
ing  of  one  of  the  active  bishops  (in 
addition  to  his  own  responsibilities)  to 
the  area  formerly  served  by  the  de¬ 
ceased  bishop;  or  3)  asking  one  of  the 
retired  bishops  to  assume  the  unexpir¬ 
ed  term. 


District  Stewardship  Workshops 
scheduled  for  September 


Workshops  on  Stewardship  and  the 
Every  Member  Commitment  programs 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  will 
be  held  in  most  of  the  districts  during 
the  month  of  September.  Cecil  Bland 
of  the  Conference  Office  staff  will  lead 
these  meetings. 

Emphasis  of  the  meetings  will  be  to 
share  ideas  that  have  worked  in  in¬ 
spiring  local  churches  in  Louisiana  to 
be  more  enthusiastic  in  their  steward¬ 
ship  practices  and  more  generous  in 
their  giving  to  their  churches.  Informa¬ 
tion  about  successful  programs  will  be 
shared  with  those  attending.  Invited  to 
take  part  are  all  local  church  pastors, 
finance  chairmen  and  chairmen  of  the 
stewardship  work  areas  of  each  local 
church. 

Schedule  for  the  district  meetings  is 
as  follows: 


Sept.  10:  Monroe  District,  Memor¬ 
ial  Church,  Monroe,  7:00  p.m. 

Sept.  1 1 :  New  Orleans  District,  Ely- 
sian  Fields  Church,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  13:  Ruston  District,  Arcadia, 
7:00  p.m. 

Sept.  17:  Natchitoches  District,  1st 
Church,  Natchitoches,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  18:  Shreveport  District,  Smith 
Building,  Centenary,  7:00  p.m. 

Sept.  19:  Lafayette  District,  Frank¬ 
lin,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  24:  Monroe  District,  Tallulah, 
7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  25;  Alexandria  District,  Bunk- 
ie,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  26;  Alexandria  District,  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive,  7:30  p.m. 

Sept.  27:  Baton  Rouge  District,  First 
Church,  7:00  p.m. 

t 


Participants  in  last  of  Conference  Mission  Board  Tours  for 

1973. 


Advance  Special  Projects  visited 


The  Conference  Board  of  Missions 
sponsored  their  final  tour  of  1973  of 
Advance  Special  Projects  in  Louisiana 
recently,  when  a  group  visited  the  var¬ 
ious  programs  of  the  Shreveport  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Ministries.  The  Rev.  Howard. 
L.  Milo,  Conference  Board  of  Misr 
sions  Executive  Secretary,  led  the 
group. 

The  Rev.  John  D.  Hamilton,  Jr., 
pastor  of  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  hosted  the  group 
at  that  church. 

The  director  of  the  Shreveport  Met¬ 
ro  Ministries,  the  Rev.  James  Graham, 


NEWS  in  BRIEF 


A  copy  of  a  sermon  delivered  July 
22  by  the  Rev.  C.  Michael  Haynes, 
pastor  of  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  was  carried 
aboard  Skylab  II  by  Astronaut  Alan 
Bean,  a  former  member  of  the  church. 


Harry  Greenberg,  associate  treasur- 
•er  in  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  World  Division  and 
a  former  missionary  in  Africa,  has 
been  named  assistant  to  the  president 
of  Asbury  College  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 


took  the  group  on  a  tour  of  the  St 
James  Day  Care  Center,  the  Fairfield 
Day  Care  Center,  the  First  Church 
Neighborshood  Center,  the  Baker 
Street,  and  the  Travis  Street  Center. 

The  various  other  projects  of  the 
Ministries  were  also  covered. 

Lunch  was  served  at  St.  James 
Church.  The  group  enjoyed  refresh¬ 
ments  later  in  the  afternoon  at  Fair- 
field  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
the  tour  was  dismissed  at  Fairfield 
church  with  a  prayer  by  the  Rev.  C.  J- 
Harrison. 

t 

REVIVAL  REVERBERATIONS 
FELT  AT  HOMER 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Doctorian  from 
Beirut,  Lebanon,  held  a  revival  in  the 
Homer  United  Methodist  Church  in 
July.  As  a  result  of  the  meeting,  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Homer  has 
voted  to  cooperate  with  the  'Homer 
United  Methodists  in  a  parish-wide  re¬ 
vival  to  be  led  by  Dr.  Doctorian  be¬ 
ginning  April  14  (Easter),  1974.  Also, 
30  people  have  signed  up  for  a  tour 
of  Europe  and  the  Holy  Land  to  be 
conducted  by  Dr.  Doctorian  beginning 
May  30,  1974. 

The  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid  is  the 
Homer  Methodist  minister. 


The  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher,  pastor  of  Wilton  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria  signs  contract  for  construction  of  the  “shell”  to  house  that 
church’s  new  education  facilities.  Looking  on  are  (left  to  right)  Tom  Rob¬ 
inson  of  Jim  Walter  Homes,  contractor,  and  building  committee  members 
Oscar  Hall,  McKinley  Gaines  and  Henry  Lee.  Also  planned  is  renovation 
of  the  present  25-year-old  church,  a  converted  Army  barracks  which  the 
congregation  purchased  after  World  War  II  and  began  using  for  worship  in 
1948.  The  congregation,  organized  in  1906,  has  long-range  plans  for  re¬ 
locating  the  parsonage  in  order  to  use  the  present  space  as  a  playground 
for  neighborhood  children.  (Town  Talk  staff  photo) 
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the  campus  and  the  community,  per¬ 
spectives  by  Dr.  David  Switzer  of  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU, 
on  “Suicide  —  Death  —  Grief;”  Dr. 
Lee  Morgan  discussing  “The  Only 
Way  to  Salvation;”  Dr.  Charles  Beaird, 
professor  of  philosophy  and  industrial¬ 
ist  talking  about  “The  Problems  of 
Ethics  in  Big  Business;”  a  program  of 
experimental  films  critiqued  by  Dr. 
Wilfred  Guerin,  a  mountain  climbing 
experienced  by  Dr.  Stanton  Taylor, 
and  a  discussion  of  “College  Students 
in  the  Context  of  Families;  by  Janet 
Mathews,  counselor.  Family  and  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Services. 

MSM  also  fields  a  team  in  the  intra¬ 
mural  program  at  Centenary,  assists 
needy  chilchen  through  Operation  Chil¬ 


dren  and  the  Shrevejwrt  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  program  and  visits  local  nursing 
homes. 

Student  members  of  the  Steering 
Committee  are  Delane  Anderson,  Sul¬ 
phur,  La.;  Gladys  Cuevas,  Canal  Zone; 
Shelia  Graves,  Hot  Springs,  Ark.;  Mary 
Jane  Peace,  New  Orleans;  Thom  Rob¬ 
erts,  Morgantown,  La.;  and  Jean  L. 
Wiggin,  Donaldsonville,  La.  Two 
freshmen  members  will  be  elected  at 
the  beginning  of  the  school  term. 
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STUDY 

Lea  Sneed  (Shreveport),  Allan  Stack- 
house  (Jennings),  WUlis  B.  Sweat 
(Franklin),  Dan  Washington,  Jr.  (Nor¬ 
co),  Terry  C,  Willis  (Rmggold),  John 
Oldham  (Baton  Rouge),  and  Thomas 
V,  Thurmon  (Baton  Rouge), 

The  Rev.  Qaus  Rohlfs,  director  of 
the  Perkins  Courses  of  Study  school, 
has  announced  that  this  year’s  school 
had  192  participants.  Twenty-three 
ministers  received  “Courses  of  Study” 
certificates  certifying  the  completion  of 
five  summers  of  short-term  studies  by 
those  not  enrolled  in  the  three-year 
seminary  degree  program. 

A  total  of  4,760  ministers  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Perkins  Course  of 
Study  school  since  the  program  was 
begun  in  1947;  782  have  earned  cer¬ 
tificates. 


Ministers-in-training  at  Shreve¬ 
port  from  Perkins  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy  are  the  Reverends  John  and 
Marie  Williams.  He  is  serving 
under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke,  Broadmoor  Church,  and 
she  is  serving  under  the  Rev. 
James  Poole  of  St.  Luke’s. 


PAGE  TWO 


SEPTEMBER  6,  1973 


Read  this  before  you  buy  your  next  car.. 


In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the  , 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  “From  Oar  Readers”  column.  Page  9) 


FOR  WHOM  THE  HEART  BEATS 


I  remember  a  cartoon  I  saw  on  the  bulletin  board  at  a  hospital.  It 
showed  a  patient  being  wheeled  feet-first  through  a  set  of  double  doors 
above  which  a  sign  read  “Surgery.”  The  eager  attendants  had  just  rolled 
him  to  the  entrance  of  the  doors  and  the  reluctant  patient  had  planted 
his  feet  squarely  against  each  door  facing,  preventing  them  from  going 
further. 

We  can  sympathize  with  this  poor  fellow’s  feelings.  For  we  give  this 
same  reaction  as  a  churclf;  We  don’t  like  to  be  examined  by  those  who 
strip  us  of  our  garments  and  poke  here  and  there  on  us  with  cold  hands 
and  little  sympathy.  Much  less  do  we  as  the  church  like  the  experience  of 
being  unwilling  subjects  of  surgery.  Especially  when  its  the  hasty  and 
unthinking  who  so  often  do  the  punching  and  slicing. 

Yet  it  is  always  open  season  for  the  church  to  be  examined  and  re¬ 
examined  and  poked  at  and  cut  upon  and  often  left  unbandaged  and  un¬ 
sympathized  with.  Such  treatment  is  often  uncalled  for,  unjustified  and 
unfair.  It  is  often  prejudiced,  slanted  and  rife  with  half-truths. 

Yet  when  this  happens  —  as  it  has  and  will  again  —  it  is  well  for 
us  to  keep  a  few  basic  things  in  mind.  First,  the  world  doesn’t  criticize 
that  which  it  ignores.  It  is  better  to  be  the  subject  of  surgery  than  to  be 
wheeled  directly  to  the  morgue.  And  as  long  as  the  world  is  criticizing 
the  church  it  at  least  has  listened  to  it,  has  heard  it  say  something. 

Second,  when  being  rolled  in  for  examination  by  the  world  we  ought 
to  consider  how  we  should  respond.  It  just  could  be  that  God  through  a 
critical  world  might  be  saying  something  to  his  church.  It  could  be.  It 
could  also  be  that  the  manner  in  which  we  respond  might  well  determine 
whether  we’ll  have  the  chance  to  dialogue  with  our  adversaries  again  or 
whether  our  response  will  shut  them  up  and  send  them  running  never  to 
mess  with  us  again. 

There  are  times  when  our  response  must  be  to  stoutly  challenge  our 
examiners.  There  are  times  to  lie  still  and  suffer  the  embarrassment  and 
discomfort  of  the  procedure.  It  isn’t  easy  to  know  which  is  the  proper 
response,  but  it  is  vital  that  we  learn  quickly  how  to  know  this. 

Though  it  so  often  seems  like  a  curse  we  are  indeed  blest  to  be  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  time  when  the  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  looked  to  by 
the  world  for  a  vital,  saving  word.  If  we  smother  that  word,  many  will  be 
lost.  If  we  speak  it  in  wholeness  some  will  be  offended  while  great  num¬ 
bers  will  be  saved. 

Along  with  the  privilege  of  speaking  this  saving  word  goes  the  burden 
of  being  responsible  in  the  way  we  do  it.  This  often  means  that  we  be 
laid  out  on  the  table  and  be  probed  upon.  But  let’s  not  be  afraid  of  this. 
Let’s  let  the  world  do  this  to  us.  It’s  Christ’s  body  they  are  examining.  If 
the  critical  questioners  get  close  enough  to  it,  they  just  might  find  its 
heart  and  hear  it  beating  for  them. 


l&amn  JOHN  S^WORKMAN 
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...or  think  your  next  thought 

Did  you  know  that  you  can  drive  all  the  way  from  Shreveport,  Louisi¬ 
ana  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  and  listen  to  country  and  western  music  all 
the  way?  Well,  you  can  —  even  if  you  don’t  especially  want  to  listen  to 
country  and  western  music  all  the  way  between  Shreveport,  Louisiana 
and  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

I  don’t  have  that  much  against  c.  &  w.  music;  it’s  just  that  I  don’t 
care  to  listen  to  any  one  kind  of  music  all  the  way  between  anywhere.  I 
like  “The  Orange  Blossom  Special,”  but  it’s  pretty  tough  on  a  car  when 
you  keep  time  on  the  accelerator  to  that  kind  of  a  tune  for  200  miles 
or  so. 

I  can  hear  you  say  “Well,  silly,  turn  the  dial!”  And  that  just  proves 
that  you  don’t  understand  the  problem.  Which  is,  that  that  don’t  do  no 
good  in  your  car  (it  belongs  to  the  paper).  It  has,  you  see,  one  of  those 
tiny  little  antenna  wires  that  runs  up  through  the  windshield  and  it  just 
doesn’t  choose  to  pick  up  any  other  kind  of  music.  We  didn’t  know  it,  I’m 
sure,  when  we  leased  it,  but  we  have  got  us  a  Country  and  Western  Chevy 
Nova  —  at  least  when  we  get  50  miles  out  of  town. 

I  choose,  now,  to  climb  into  the  pulpit  and  turn  your  attention  to  the 
parable  in  this  little  musical,  which  is,  to  wit,  that  each  of  us  is  somewhat 
akin  to  a  radio  receiver.  What  we  “pick  up”  in  jour  minds  and  heads  and 
hearts  is  pretty  much  determined  by  those  things  we  “tune  in.” 

So:  what  station  are  you  listening  to?  Who  is  playing  the  music  in 
your  head  and  in  your  soul?  What  are  the  causes  that  have  claim  upon 
your  life?  What  are  the  issues  to  which  you  give  your  allegiance? 

When  we  have  settled  the  one  primary  decision  of  to  whom  and  to 
what  we  shall  dedicate  our  lives,  the  foundation  has  been  laid  to  confront 
all  other  claims. 

Paul  wraps  it  up  pretty  well  in  Romans  12:2  —  “Don’t  let  the  world 
around  you  squeeze  you  into  its  own  mold,  but  let  God  re-mold  your 
minds  from  within,  so  that  you  may  prove  in  practice  that  the  plan  of 
God  for  you  is  good,  meets  all  his  demands  and  moves  towards  the  goal 
of  true  maturity”  (J.  B.  Phillips  trans.). 

That’s  a  pretty  good  station  to  listen  to. 


It  must  be  the  heat 


Watch  out  for  fall 

Contributing  Editor  Chuck  Workman,  of  our  Fourth  Grade  Depart¬ 
ment,  dropped  by  the  office  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  and  was  greeted  by 
our  secretary  who  complimented  him  on  his  poem  that  appeared  in  one 
of  our  issues  some  time  back.  She  asked  him  when  he  was  going  to  have 
one  ready  for  us.  He  replied  “When  I  get  back  in  school,  I  guess.  I  never 
write  poems  in  the  summer.” 


Summer's  over 

1  really  hadn’t  counted  on  any  follow-up  on  the  above  item,  but  it 
seems  that  the  poet’s  Muse  was  already  in  the  classroom,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  all  the  eager  little  Longfellows.  At  the  end  of  the  first  day  of 
school  three  poems  came  home  on  the  bus.  If  I  promise  not  to  do  this  to 
you  anymore  —  cross  my  heart  —  will  you  let  me  lay  this  little  bit  on 
you  this  time? 

The  poem  published  earlier  was  on  spring.  The  one  below  is  on  fall, 
and  I  promise  to  chew  and  swallow  the  one  on  winter.  And  since  we  let 
you  off  on  the  subject  of  summer,  you  really  should  allow  this  one: 

FALL  IS  NICE 

by 

Charles  Mark  Workman  —  Grade  Four 

Fall  is  nice,  sprinkled  with  spice, 

Kids  go  to  school,  and  learn  the  rule. 

Birds  fly  south,  to  catch  bugs 
But  some  birds  stay,  and  build 
Nests  in  shrubs. 

Now  —  that  didn’t  hurt  too  much  did  it 

j/i/ 
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OF  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 
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Following  the  recent  flood  disaster  in  Pakistan,  In¬ 
dia  and  Bangladesh  which  has  inundated  12  million 
acres  and  destroyed  one  million  homes,  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  catastrophe  may  call  for  expenditures- 
far  beyond  the  initial  $250,000  requested  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  according  to  Dr,  Alan 
Brash,  chairman  of  the  organization’s  Central  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Photographs  taken  by  a  new  scanning  device 
on  board  the  U.S.  Earth  Resources  Technology 
Satellite,  launched  last  July  and  orbiting  the 
earth  564  miles  up  —  once  every  103  minutes 
— indicate  possible  underground  water  tables 
in  drought  areas  of  western  Incha,  accor£ng 
to  a  spokesman  fcH*  Cbristian  Aid,  the  reUef 
services  arm  the  British  Council  of  Churches. 
‘^It  adds  to  our  hope  that,  increasingly,  govern¬ 
ments  will  use  space  technology  to  help  the 
greater  part  of  mankind  living  in  impoveri^d 
conditions  here  cm  earth,”  the  spokesman  said. 


Dr.  Carl  F.  H.  Henry,  editor-at-large  of  Christianity 
Today,  has  reeently  returned  from  a  six  weeks  lecture 
tour  during  which  he  addressed  more  than  4,000 
teachers,  pastors,  seminarians  and  lay  leaders  in 
a  meeting  sponsored  by  the  Latin  Ameriean  Theo¬ 
logical  Fraternity.  During  his  tour  he  found  that 
Protestants  attending  Sunday  services  now  outnum¬ 
ber  Roman  Catholics  in  active  church  participation 
in  some  Latin  American  countries  —  notably  Brazil, 
and  the  evangelical  movement  has  begun  to  take 
firm  root  on  university  campuses  —  with  Inter- 
Varsity  having  chapters  on  30  Brazilian  campuses, 
and  with  some  30  faculty  members  in  different  uni¬ 
versities  in  the  Recife  area  holding  evangelical  be¬ 
liefs. 

While  many  churches  remain  closed  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union^  few  seminaries  operate  and  BiUes 
are  in  short  supply,  the  faitMulness  of  a  sur¬ 
prisingly  large  number  of  Cbristians  is  “heart¬ 
warming,”  according  to  the  Rev.  Albert  van 
den  Heuvd.  oeneral  secretarv  of  the  Nether- 


Rep.  William  H.  Hudnut  (Indiana),  a  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  clergyman  who  pastored  a  congregation  un¬ 
til  his  election  to  Congress  last  Fall,  has  announced 
his  intention  to  co-sponsor  a  “prayer  amendment” 
to  the  U.S.  Constitution  in  Congress  this  Fall.  Call¬ 
ing  recent  court  decisions  “deeming  prayers  in  our 
schools,  whether  voluntary  non-denominational  or 
otherwise,  a  violation  of  Article  1  of  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution,”  the  congressman  commented  that  “the 
first  fundamental  principle  of  our  free  society  was 
the  right  of  every  individual  to  worship  God  in  his 
own  way.”  “To  deny  our  youth,  their  teachers,  and 
their  counselors  the  privilege  of  a  communal  exer¬ 
cise  of  their  allegiance  to  God  as  well  as  to  country 
is  a  rejection  of  our  most  constant  source  of  power 
and  strength,”  Mr.  Hudnut  said. 

Western  Churches  must  realize  that  the  free¬ 
doms  they  prize  can  be  destroyed  by  politics 
and  can  only  be  maintained  by  determined  poli¬ 
tical  action,”  warned  Dr.  Rudolf  Bultmann, 
famed  the<dogian  and  professor  at  Marburg, 
West  Germany.  “The  church  must  do  more  to 
encourage  its  members  to  be  mformed  and  to 
act  responsibly.  Individual  Christians  must 
make  well-founded  political  decisions,”  said  the 
89  year  old  biblic^  scholar — often  called  “the 
last  of  the  theological  giants  of  the  modern 
West.” 

“I  am  staying  in  the  Church,”  said  Father  Hans 
Kueng,  controversial  Swiss  theologian  whose  views 
on  the  nature  of  the  Church  and  on  papal  infallibil¬ 
ity  have  brought  him  into  sharp  conflict  with  the 
Vatican,  “because,  with  all  the  strong  objections 
against  it,  here  I  am  at  home.”  “I  could  not  think 
of  turning  my  back  on  the  Church  any  more  than 
in  the  political  sphere — I  could  turn  my  back  on 
democracy,  which,  in  its  own  way,  no  less  than  the 
Church,  is  being  misused  and  abused,”  continued 
the  theologian,  who  teaches  at  West  Germany’s  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Tuebingen. 

Reports  reaclung  West  Berlin  allege  that  new 
local  government  pressure  moves  agmnst  the 
church  in  the  Wlute  Russian  Soviet  Socialist 
RepuUic  include  Communist  Party  orders  for 
the  removal  of  all  religious  symbols  from  church 
buildings  and  a  tactic  of  enforcing  “cmisolidar 
tion  parishes.”  The  latter  maneuver,  the  re¬ 
ports  said,  has  contributed  to  a  falling  off  of 
church  attendance,  since  many  parfehioners  are 
forced  to  travel  long  distances  if  they  wish  to 
worship. 


lands  Reformed  Church.  In  a  report  following 
an  ecumenical  visit  by  five  churchmen,  the 
Dutch  Reformed  leader  said:  “One  should 
course  not  exaggerate  either  their  number  of 
their  influence,  but  to  the  Christian  eye  and  ear 
they  (students  interviewed)  vigorously  demon¬ 
strate  the  power  of  God  and  the  deficiency  of 
Marxist  theory.” 


Papal  envoys  from  all  over  the  world  are  scheduled 
to  convene  early  in  September  for  an  assembly  which 
will  bring  to  completion  a  period  of  reshuffling  and 
establishing  of  new  offices  in  Vatican  City  State’s 
equivalent  of  a  state  department,  according  to  a 
news  source.  Some  Vatican  observers  see  the  meet¬ 
ing  as  a  reflection  of  the  steadily  growing  impor¬ 
tance  that  Pope  Paul  attaches  to  ^plomacy  and  the 
vital  role  of  the  Secretariat  of  State  and  the  Council 
for  Public  Affairs  in  the  running  of  the  Church. 

A  top  church  official  in  Seoul,  Korea  says  he 
agrees  with  the  general  opinion  of  other  church 
leaders  and  government  (rfficials  in  South  Korea 
that  there  is  “no  organized  Churcl^’  in  North 
Korea.  “But,”  he  said  in  an  interview,  “I  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  must  be  a  form  of  mi  under¬ 
ground  Church  there.” 

With  the  appointment  of  a  Lutheran  Church-Mis- 
souri  Synod  clergyman  to  its  full-time  faculty,  Luth¬ 
eran  Theological  Seminary  (Saskatoon,  Sask.)  has- 
become  the  first  seminary  in  North  America  to  of¬ 
ficially  serve  all  three  major  branches  of  Lutheran¬ 
ism.  Seminary  President,  Dr.  William  Horden,  de¬ 
scribed  the  appointment  as  “an  historic  event  in  the 
life  of  Canadian  Lutheranism,”  adding  that  “for  the 
first  time  in  North  America  we  have  a  seminary  that 
is  officially  serving  all  three  major  branches  of 
Lutheranism.” 

Dr.  Robert  Huston,  chief  ecumenical  trfficer  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  said  as  he  ad¬ 
dressed  a  work;shop  on  U.S.  church  dudi^ues, 
that  the  decline  (d  “ecumenical  euphoria”  of  a 
few  years  ago  means  the  field  is  open  for  “ser¬ 
ious  practitioners  who  want  to  face  ecumenical¬ 
ly”  the  tensions  affectii^  all  Churches. 

t 


In  a  new  program  similar  to  plans  being  implemen¬ 
ted  in  about  20  U.S.  Catholic  dioceses,  the  San 
Francisco  Archdiocesan  Priests’  Senate  and  Pastoral 
Council,  requires  that  teenage  Roman  Catholic 
couples  wishing  to  be  married  in  the  Church  must 
attend  a  counseling  program  and  win  approval  of 
their  parish  priest.  The  prevalency  of  divorce  among 
teenagers  who  marry  has  necessitated  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  programs  to  make  young  people  “fully 
aware”  of  all  that  marriage  entails,  according  to  a 
church  official  in  the  area. 

Shortly  after  he  took  the  oath  of  office  as  the 
first  President  of  the  new  Greek  republic  on 
Aug.  19,  before  a  delegation  of  bishops  in 
Athens  Cathedral,  George  Papadopoulos  an¬ 
nounced  to  the  Greek  people  that  he  will  free 
political  prisoners  seized  since  1967,  the  year 
he  and  other  colonels  set  up  a  military  govern¬ 
ment.  Some  300  persons  are  believed  to  have 
been  detained  and  their  imprisonment  has 
brought  numerous  protests  from  world  religious 
leaders.  President  Papadopoulos,  54,  was  elected 
in  a  July  29  referendum  in  which  no  other 
candidate  was  allowed. 

A  non-credit  course  in  “voodoo  magic  and  witch¬ 
craft”  is  being  offered  this  Fall  at  the  University  of 
Tennessee  in  Knoxville.  It  will  be  taught  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Francis  A,  Torrence,  who  with  a  creative  writ¬ 
ing  instructor  at  the  university,  have  organized  the 
First  Church  of  Voodoo  in  Knoxville. 

Delegates  to  the  biennial  meeting  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  of  the  Assen*lies  of  God  have  «p- 
proved  a  change  in  bylaws  to  make  diurch 
membersh^  open  to  people  w^  have  been  ifi- 
vorced  remarried.  In  a  series  of  res(duti(ms 
related  to  the  topic,  the  General  Council  a^ 
gave  ministers  of  the  denomination  permission 
to  perform  marriages  for  those  divorced  be¬ 
cause  of  the  adultery  (d  a  former  spouse.  In 
addition  all  church  offices  except  thoM  of  a 
pastor  and  deacon  were  open  to  tfie  divorced 
and  remarried. 


GENEVA-Pointing  to  the  picture  of  on  “ecu¬ 
menical  ship“-the  symbol  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches-riding  smoothly  on  a  slightly 
choppy  sea,  Dr.  Philip  Potter  (left)  says  the 
symbol  should  now  be  redesigned  to  show  a 
vessel  "rolling  uneasily  over  the  waves  and  in 
clanger  of  being  overwhelmed."  This  was  the 
graphic  summary-view  of  the  current  state  of 
the  ecumenical  movement  put  forth  by  the  WCC 
general  secretary  as  he  presented  his  first  full 
report  to  the  120-member  policy-making  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  of  the  international  organization 
at  its  Geneva  meeting.  Seated  next  to  Dr.  Pot¬ 
ter  is  Dr.  Robert  V.  Moss,  president  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Stewards  of  God, 
His  Church, 
and  His  Land 


By;  Gene  Warren 

Public  Information  Specialist, 
Soil  Conservation  Service 


Mr.  and  Mrs. 

B.  W.  Spell 

and  granddaughter 

Sarah, 

irrigating 

their  garden. 


There  are  lots  of  people  who  love  the  land  and 
their  church,  and  the  B.  W.  Spells  of  Lafayette  Par¬ 
ish  are  two  people  who  do,  and  very  much. 

The  Spells  are  lifelong  members  of  the  153-year 
old  Indian  Bayou  United  Methodist  Church  and  own 
and  operate  a  400-acre  rice  and  cattle  farm, 

“I  have  held  just  about  every  job  you  can  think 
of  in  that  church,”  Mrs.  Spell  said.  “But  I  have  had 
to  slow  down  a  bit  lately.  I  was  converted  when  1 
was  15  years  old  during  a  brush  arbor  meeting.” 
Mrs.  Spell  is  chairman  of  the  church’s  annual  Labor 
Day  barbeque  and  handles  publicity  for  the  church. 
Mr.  Spell  is  a  trustee  for  the  church  which  was 
founded  by  Mrs.  Spell’s  grandfather  in  1830. 

Spell  admits  that  he  lets  a  tenant  do  most  of  the 


Murphy  Langlinais,  DC,  SCS,  Lafayette;  B.W. 
Spell,  Ed  Wilborn,  editor  Progressive  Farmer 
and  active  Methodist  layman,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


rice  growing  now,  but  he  looks  after  the  100-head 
of  cows.  “1  do  all  the  water  management  for  the 
farm,”  Spell  said,  “and  have  tried  to  keep  the  land 
in  good  shape.” 

It  is  well-known  that  B.  W.  Spell  is  a  top-notch 
conservation  farmer.  He  started  back  in  the  early 
1950’s  when  he  began  cooperating  with  the  Lafay¬ 
ette  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  District.  The  Soil 
Conservation  Service  helped  him  develop  a  conser¬ 
vation  plan  on  the  farm. 

Since  then,  he  has  leveled  just  about  all  of  the 
land  so  it  can  be  irrigated  better.  He  has  a  complete 
drainage  system  and  more  than  7,000  feet  of  under¬ 
ground  irrigation  pipelines.  “All  that  costs  money 
but  it  pays  in  the  long  run,”  Spell  said.  “A  good  ir¬ 
rigation  system  and  leveled  land  helps  cut  water  and 
labor  needs.  When  the  land  is  in  good  shape,  it  isn’t 
as  hard  on  equipment  either.  But  that  isn’t  all  the 
good  that  conservation  does.”  Spell  has  a  deep  well 
for  irrigation  water  and  also  pumps  some  water  from 
a  bayou  flowing  through  his  farm.  “The  bayou  water 
has  already  been  used  to  irrigate  crops  one  or  more 
times  so  that  means  less  water  you  have  to  pump 
out  of  the  ground,”  Spell  said. 

Spell  sows  ryegrass  on  some  of  his  pastures  in 


the  winter  and  plants  browntop  millet  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  for  hay  and  wildlife.  “Cows  do  well  on  the  rye¬ 
grass  and  the  browntop  not  only  makes  good  hay, 
but  the  seeds  are  choice  food  for  doves  and  other 
wildlife,”  he  said. 

The  Spells  have  a  good  garden  each  year  and 
gather  tomatoes,  corn,  potatoes,  beans  and  other 
vegetables  for  their  freezer.  “Our  neighbors  supply 
us  with  some  vegetables,”  the  Spells  said,  “and  we 
let  them  and  other  friends  and  neighbors  catch  cray¬ 
fish  on  some  of  the  rice  fields  we  flood  in  the  fall.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spell  have  both  been  active  in 
many  parish  and  community  organizations.  They 
are  active  in  the  parish  and  State  Farm  Bureau. 
Also,  Mrs.  Spell  was  president  of  the  Lafayette  Farm 
Bureau  several  years  ago.  She  was  also  one  of  the 
crusaders  for  rural  electricity  and  now  serves  as  a 
director  of  the  South  Louisiana  Electric  Member¬ 
ship  Co-op. 

Well,  the  Spells  are  good  examples  of  people  who 
are  not  idle  when  they  aren’t  working  for  their 
church,  or  for  God.  The  way  they  see  it,  conserva¬ 
tion  of  the  land  and  being  good  neighbors,  is  work¬ 
ing  for  God,  too. 

t 


Junior  High  UMYF  group  from  First  Church,  Alexandria,  pictured  on  steps 
of  Chapel  during  recent  tour  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  quadrangle  and 
Southern  Methodist  University  campus.  Shown  with  youtharethe  Rev.  Larry 
Hardison  (left)  minister  of  Education  at  First  Church,  Alexandria,  and 
Miss  Betty  Ann  Laningham,  youth  sponsor  (standing  next  to  Hardison). 
The  youth  viewed  “The  Perkins  Story,”  film  strip  which  is  available  tor 
local  church  use. 


UNITED  METHODIST  PASTOR 
AT  LEESVILLE  HEADS 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
KEY  73  EFFORT 

The  Rev.  Don  M.  Risinger,  pastor 
of  Lcesville  First  Church  and  Holly 
Grove,  is  the  general  chairperson  for 
Key  73  for  the  Leesville  Ministerial 
Association  and  is  serving  as  the  chair¬ 
person  for  a  city-wide  religious  census 
which  will  be  held  Sunday,  Sept.  9 
through  Sunday,  Sept.  16  in  that  city. 

Twelve  ehurehes  will  participate  in 


the  event.  There  will  be  four  sessions 
of  a  one-hour  training  course  designed 
to  prepare  the  census  workers.  Workers 
are  expected  to  attend  one  session  of 
the  course,  which  will  be  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Calvin  Cantrell  who  will  de¬ 
vote  full  time  to  the  Key  73  program 
in  Louisiana  beginning  Sept.  1. 

Six  hundred  workers  will  be  needed 
to  complete  the  survey.  They  will  work 
in  pairs,  comprising  300  teams.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  different  faiths  will  work  to¬ 
gether  on  the  census. 

t 


Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Lake 
Charles  District  superin¬ 
tendent  (right)  was  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  for  an  Ap¬ 
preciation  Banquet  honor¬ 
ing  Church  School  teach¬ 
ers  and  workers  at 
Simpson  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  on  Aug.  23. 
Shown  with  him  is  Mrs. 
Fern  Worthington,  chair¬ 
person  for  Work  Area  on 
Christian  Education. 
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The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  I.  A.  Love  celebrated  their  50th  anni¬ 
versary  on  Sunday,  Aug.  26.  Approximately  320  friends  and 
relatives  attended  the  reception  given  at  the  McGuire  church. 
The  honorees  are  shown  above  (seated)  with  their  children 
and  their  husbands  (from  left):  Carolyn  Flowers  and  Charles, 
Katherine  Truax  and  Billy  Don,  and  Oleta  Truax  and  Wen¬ 
dell. 


E  W  S 

and 

X  JLJ  i5 

A  GALILEAN  WORSHIP  service 
climaxed  the  picnic  held  by  members 
of  First  Church,  Shreveport,  Sept.  2. 
The  Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  former  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  First  Church,  now  sen¬ 
ior  minister  at  First  Church,  Richard¬ 
son,  Tex.,  conducted  the  service  at  the 
Hamel  Dairy  Farm.  Dr.  Dana  Daw¬ 
son,  Jr.  is  the  senior  minister  at 
Shreveport. 

THE  TULLOS  CHURCH  on  the  Olla 
Charge  will  have  “Four  Nights  for 
God”  services  as  its  Key  73  obser¬ 
vance.  The  date  is  Sept.  9-12  with  the 
Rev.  L.  W.  Taylor  of  Blanchard  as 
the  evangelist.  Services  will  be  at  7:30 
p.m.  daily.  The  Rev.  C.  D.  Pinkard  is 
pastor  of  the  Tullos  Church. 

NEW  YOUTH  DIRECTORS  in  In- 
gleside  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fra^  Auster.  They  replace 
Dale  and  Patty  Thomas  who  have 
moved  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  where  Dale 
will  enter  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University.  The  Austers  have 
been  serving  as  youth  counselors.  The 
Rev.  J.  C.  Thomas  is  pastor.. 

DR.  EDWARD  DECKARD  is  the 
new  director  of  music  in  St.  Paul’s 
Qiurch,  Monroe.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Indiana  and  has  a 
Ph.D.  in  choral  conducting  from  the 
University  of  Missouri.  Dr.  Deckard 
is  assistant  professor  of  music  at 
Northeast  Louisiana  University.  Cheryl 
Gillespie  is  directing  the  children’s 
and  youth  choirs.  The  Rev.  James  Sto¬ 
vall  is  pastor. 

THE  REV.  HENRY  BOWDON,  Jr., 
Dupree  O’Neal  and  Ed  Jones  accom¬ 
panied  26  boys  from  Scout  Troop  43, 
Rayville,  to  the  national  Jamboree  held 
in  Pennsylvania  this  summer. 

THE  OLLA  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  plans  a  revival  to  be  held 
Sept.  16-21,  as  a  part  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  observance  of  Key  73,  The 
Rev.  Minns  Robertson,  pastor  of  the 
Cameron  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  be  the  preacher.  The  singer  will 
be  “Butch”  Kent,  choir  director  of  the 
Blanchard  Church,  Services  will  be  at 
7:30  p.m.  daily.  The  Rev.  C.  D.  Pink¬ 
ard,  pastor,  invites  all  who  can  to  at¬ 
tend. 

THE  REV.  WILLIAM  MILLER, 
pastor  of  Hughes  United  Methodist 
Church  and  director  of  the  Hughes 
Center  in  Baton  Rouge,  was  guest 
speaker  in  Ingleside  Church  Sunday 
night,  Aug.  26.  The  Hughes  Choir 
brought  special  music. 

The  Rev.  William  B.  (Jack)  Shaw 
gave  vocal  numbers  at  a  recent 
supper  at  Grace  church,  Ruston. 

Mr.  Shaw  assists  the  Rev.  Wes¬ 
ley  0.  Lynch,  pastor  of  Ruston’s 
Grace,  as  minister  at  the  nurs¬ 
ing  homes,  is  active  in  the  Grace 
choir  and  preaches  at  revival 
meetings.  He  has  recorded  an 
album  of  gospel  music,  dis¬ 
tributed  through  New  Life  Book 
Store  in  Ruston. 


MEMBERS  OF  SIMPSON  Church 
WSCS  and  WSG  held  the  Service  of 
Celebration,  at  which  time  they  be¬ 
came  officially  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en,  on  Aug.  7.  Officers  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  at  the  morning  worship  service. 
Sept.  23,  by  Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
Lake  Charles  District  superintendent, 
and  the  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner,  pas¬ 
tor. 

LAYMAN  MALCOLM  JOHNSON 
had  charge  of  the  morning  services, 
Aug.  12,  in  Trinity  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria.  Eddie  Dezendorf,  layman,  was  in 
charge  of  the  Pleasant  Grove  service. 
A  revival  in  the  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  Aug.  26-31,  had  preaching  by 
the  Rev.  Martin  Felder,  pastor  of  the 
Trinity  and  Pleasant  Grove  Churches. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Jennings,  spon¬ 
sored  an  information  meeting  with  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  Acadian  Ambu¬ 
lance  Service,  Aug.  16. 

THE  MILAN  STEFFELS,  missionar¬ 
ies  to  the  Philippines,  were  guest  speak¬ 
ers  in  Southside  Church,  Monroe,  Aug. 
12.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steffel  have  served 
ten  years  with  Christian  Literature 
Crusade,  a  service  organization  to  mis¬ 
sions,  and  churches  in  supplying  their 
literature  needs. 

THE  ISTROUMA  Young  at  Heart 
Club  met  on  Aug.  22  and  had  as  pro¬ 
gram  guests  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed 
Barksdale  of  Bastrop,  former  Istrouma 
pastor  and  wife. 


THE  LAKE  VISTA  CHURCH  in 
New  Orleans  had  as  guest  speaker  on 
Aug.  1 2,  a  former  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ed 
Thomas,  who  is  now  superintendent  of 
the  Natchitoches  District.  The  Rev. 
Charles  Floyd,  associate  pastor, 
preached  on  Aug.  19,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Rev.  Donice  W.  A1  verson. 

THE  REV.  LAMAR  SMITH  is  lead¬ 
ing  a  series  of  studies  on  “In  the  Steps, 
of  Paul”  for  the  women  of  University 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The  dates  are 
Sept.  4,  11  and  25  at  9:30  a.m.  Dr. 
Smith  is  senior  minister  for  University 
Church. 


THE  HOUMA  United  Methodist 
Church  held  a  tea  in  fellowship  hall  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  26,  to  introduce 
women  of  the  church  to  the  new  or¬ 
ganization  of  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en.  On  Aug.  21,  the  WSCS  sponsored 
a  picnic  at  the  Airbase  for  members 
and  their  families. 

JOHN  R.  MONK  presided  when  Lees- 
ville  laymen  had  charge  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Aug.  26.  Lay  speakers  in¬ 
cluded  Winston  Werner,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Goins  and  Winford  Morris.  Other  par¬ 
ticipants  were  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Shaw, 
Miss  Rae  Lynn  Woods  and  Dr.  Jim 
McCrary.  The  Rev.  Don  Risinger  is 
pastor. 

JOHN  GUYRE,  a  member  of  the  In¬ 
dian  Bayou  Church  who  was  recently 
licensed  to  preach,  was  in  charge  of  all 
services  at  both  the  Indian  Bayou  and 
Kaplan  Churches,  July  29.  Leon  Fore¬ 
man,  Indian  Bayou  lay  leader,  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  services  Aug.  5.  The 
Rev.  M.  L.  Davis  is  pastor. 

THE  REV.  ALAN  D.  EINSEL,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Enterprise,  Kan.,  preached  in  the 
Houma  United  Methodist  Church, 
Aug.  26.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Barbara  Cain,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Jerome  Cain. 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  United 
Methodist  Youth  held  a  picnic  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Aug.  26,  from  one  until  five 
o’clock  at  the  Mardi  Gras  Fountain. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS  1 

Below  is 

a  schedule  for  the  ' 

Daily  Bible  Beading:,  which  the 

Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 

to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 

use  in  your 

homes. 

Sept.  16  — 

Sunday  ... 

.  Psahn  130:1-8 

Sept.  17  . 

.  Psalm  138:1-8 

Sept.  18  . 

.  Psalm  139:1-24 

Sept.  19  . 

.  Luke  18:1-8 

Sept.  20  . 

.  2  Cor.  1:3-12 

Sept.  21  . 

.  Heb.  12:3-15 

Sept.  22  . 

.  1  Peter  4:12-19 

Sept.  23  — 

Sunday  . . 

.  Psalm  102:16-28 

PULPIT  GUESTS  at  Grace  Church, 
Ruston  on  Aug.  19  were  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain,  Ruston  District  superin¬ 
tendent,  who  was  preaeher  for  morn¬ 
ing  worship,  and  the  Rev.  William  B. 
(Jack)  Shaw,  who  brought  the  evening 
message.  The  Rev.  Wesley  O.  Lynch, 
Jr.,  is  pastor. 

THE  REV.  WILLIAM  PROCTOR, 
Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge  pastor,  was 
the  guest  preacher  for  the  Week  of 
Special  Services  held  in  the  Days  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  Aug.  26-Sept. 
2.  The  Rev.  Fred  W.  Campbell  is  the 
Days  pastor. 

WILLIAM  A.  COLVIN,  III  adminis¬ 
trator  of  the  Lake  Charles  Charity 
Hospital,  was  guest  speaker  in  First 
Chureh,  Lake  Charles,  Sunday  evening, 
Aug.  19.  His  appearance  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Commissions  on  Social 
Concerns  and  Missions,  Billy  Ray 
Prothro,  chairman. 

P.K.  KORNER 

JERRY  GLENN  PUTNAM  and 
BILLY  JOE  PUTNAM,  sons  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Putnam  of 
Glenmora,  toured  seven  European 
countries  this  past  month  with  The 
Crescendo  Singers.  The  group,  direc¬ 
ted  by  Dr.  Richard  Lamb  and  spon¬ 
sored  by  Creseendo  Music  Publica¬ 
tions,  Inc.  of  Dallas,  Texas,  sang  in 
churches,  military  chapels,  and  music 
festivals. 


The  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson, 
senior  minister  at  Munholland 
church  in  Metairie,  will  be  guest 
minister  at  Wesley  church.  Sul¬ 
phur,  Oct.  3-6.  Theme  for  the 
services  will  be  “Our  Wonder¬ 
ful  World  for  Our  Wonderful  Wit¬ 
ness.”  Services  will  be  at7p.m. 
each  evening.  The  Rev.  Walter 
M.  Clarke  is  the  pastor. 


PAGE  SIX 


SEPTEMBER  6,  1973 


Comment 

We  are  building  a  “living  bridge  in  mission” 
from  the  two  women’s  groups  to  a  new  inclusive 
organization,  United  Methc^t  Women,  in  our 
Conference  on  September  21-22,  1973,  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  beginning  at 
1:30  p.m.  Friday  and  concluding  at  noon  on 
Saturday. 

Miss  Theressa  Hoover,  Associate  General 
Secretary  of  the  Women’s  Division,  will  speak 
concerning  the  newness  in  the  United  Methodist 
Women,  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  will  be  the 
speaker  on  Friday  evening  and  the  Crusader’s 
Choir  will  bring  special  music  to  the  group. 

Saturday  morning  beginning  at  8:30  a.m.  with  the  Service  of  Com¬ 
munion,  the  necessary  business  for  the  formation  of  the  new  organization 
and  concluding  with  the  Celebration  of  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

In  our  building  we  are  preserving  the  best  from  the  heritage  of  the 
Society  and  Guild  with  our  Purpose  ever  before  us  for  guidance  in  our 
activities.  The  central  aim  is  mission  and  support  of  mission  financially 
and  in  other  ways;  members’  pledge-to-missions  and  other  emphases  pro¬ 
graming  —  Christian  Personheod,  Supportive  Community,  Christian  Social 
Involvement,  and  Christian  Global  Concerns. 

We  had  a  good  School  of  Christian  Mission,  with  a  good  Staff  and 
Resource  Persons  to  make  it  most  helpful  to  all.  The  offering  taken  was 
given  as  a  memorial  to  Mrs.  Chaney  Morse,  Superintendent  of  Sager- 
Brown  School  at  the  time  of  her  death;  it  amounted  to  $181.30. 

Promote  attendance  to  Assembly  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  October  4-7, 
1973. 

Come  join  us  in  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Lafayette  so  that  we  can 
“Celebrate  the  New”  together, 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton 
President,  Louisiana  Conference  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service 
t 


Mrs.  Compton 


United  Methodist  Women  of  St,  James  Church,  Shreveport,  held  a  Service 
of  Celebration  recently.  The  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  delivered  the 
sermon  on  "Togetherness  and  Serivee."  Newly  elected  officers  were  in¬ 
stalled  by  Mrs.  Jack  E.  Carlisle,  district  president  of  the  WSCS.  Shown 
with  Mrs.  Carlisle  are  Mrs.  Lauretta  C.  Johnson,  president;  Mrs.  Barbara 
Hamilton,  vice  president;  Mrs.  Florence  Charles  standing  in  for  Mrs.  Ida 
B.  Yount,  treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Ethel  Alford,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
nominations.  Mission  coordinators-  are  Mrs.  Beryl  W.  Davis,  Supportive 
Community;  Mrs.  Marie  Douglas,  Christian  Social  Concerns;  Mrs.  Ruby 
Teague,  Secretary  of  Program  Resources  (not  shown);  and  Mrs.  Audrey 
Milo,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  membership,  for  whom  Mrs.  Ruby  Rye 
is  standing  in.  The  theme  of  the  celebration  was  "Sing  Unto  the  Lord  a 
New  Song." 

t 


Wilton  and  Wesley  churches 
hold  joint  workshop  for  youth 


The  youth  of  Wilton  and  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Churches,  Alex¬ 
andria,  combined  for  a  Youth  Retreat 
at  Camp  Brewer  on  Saturday,  August 
11,  with  workshops  and  training  ses¬ 
sions  on  the  theme:  “Stewardship  and 
Youth.”  Maj.  Lewis  Dunlap,  chaplain 
at  England  Air  Force  Base,  conducted 
a  music  workshop,  assisted  by  Miss 


Andrea  Martin.  Other  training  sessions 
were  led  by  workers  with  youth  from 
the  two  churches. 

The  day’s  program  included  sports 
activities,  with  an  award  for  the  win¬ 
ner  in  swimming.  Among  the  parents 
and  youth  sponsors  who  took  part  in 
the  event  were  the  Rev,  and  Mrs,  K. 
M.  Fisher,  pastor  and  wife. 
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Memorial  candlesticks,  cross  and  altar  frontals  were  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Kirkpatrick  at  St. 
Luke’s  church  in  Shreveport  recently.  At  the  time  of  her 
death  on  Sept.  12,  1972,  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick  was  serving  as 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  WSCS.  Mrs.  George 
Huffman  (left),  president  of  St.  Luke’s  UMW,  presented  the 
memorials.  Mr.  Alan  Morgan,  shown  with  Mrs.  Morgan,  was 
the  artist  for  the  cross,  and  Mrs.  Ken  Rigby,  right,  served 
on  the  committee  to  select  the  memorials. 


Missionary  reassigned 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  A  United 
Methodist  missionary,  who  made  news 
last  spring  when  he  and  his  family 
were  denied  permission  to  re-enter 
Rhodesia,  is  returning  to  service  in 
Southern  Africa. 

The  Rev.  Dr,  Norman  E.  Thomas 
has  been  assigned  to  the  Mindolo  Ecu¬ 
menical  Foundation,  Kitwe,  Zambia, 
an  African  church  center  with  pro¬ 
grams  in  such  varied  fields  as  writing, 
library  service,  women’s  training  and 
youth  leadership  development.  Dr. 
Thomas  is  scheduled  to  work  with  the 
Conferences  and  Research  unit. 

Dr.  Thomas  said  no  reason  was 
given  then,  or  at  any  time  since,  for 
the  refusal.  He  said  last  spring:  “I  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  because  I  have  been  con¬ 
cerned  to  interpret  to  persons  outside 
Rhodesia  the  increasingly  oppressive 
and  racist  policies  of  the  white  regime. 
We  as  a  family  tried  to  live  as  brothers 
with  the  African  people  with  whom 
we  worked,  identifying  with  them  at  a 
time  when  the  Rhodesian  government 
seeks  to  separate  races  and  to  relate 
whites  and  blacks  solely  on  a  master- 
servant  basis.” 

The  Thomases  were  scheduled  to 
leave  the  U.S.  September  1;  since  last 
spring  they  have  been  speaking  in  U.S. 
churches  about  missions. 


EVA  WILSON  AVAILABLE  TO 
TELL  HOUMA  INDIAN  STORY 

Eva  Wilson,  a  member  of  the  Live 
Oak  United  Methodist  Church  and 
also  a  Houma  Indian,  presented  a  film 
at  a  recent  evening  worship  hour  giv¬ 
ing  the  story  of  her  people  —  the 
Houma  Indians. 

The  Houma  Indians,  located  in 
Louisiana’s  United  Methodist  sup¬ 
ported  Dulac  Mission,  have  a  number 
of  needs  that  could  be  met  with  ease 
by  the  continued  caring  spirit  of  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  people.  The  15-minute 
film  points  out  some  additional  areas 
where  churches  might  become  involv¬ 
ed. 

In  addition  the  film  presents  some 
of  the  history  of  the  Houma  Indians, 
and  tells  something  of  the  local  lead¬ 
ership,  economic  situations  and  the 
schools.  The  Rev.  John  Rassmussen 
from  Shreveport  produced  the  film. 

Eva  Wilson,  mother  of  two  children 
and  a  school  teacher  at  the  Live  Oak 
School  in  Watson,  is  available  to  visit 
your  church  to  present  the  film  and 
tell  about  her  people  located  in  Dulac. 
Arrangements  can  be  made  by  writing 
her  pastor,  the  Rev.  Charles  Strong  at 
Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.  O.  Box  138,  Watson,  La. 

t 


t 

Ross  Chapel  in  Martha- 
ville  recently  observed 
Woman’s  Day.  Shown 
(front  row,  left  to  right; 
then  back  row,  I.  to  r.) 
are  Mrs.  Ivy  Lee  Bryant; 
Mrs.  Malinda  Irving 
(speaker);  Mrs.  Melissa 
Sims;  the  Rev.  Willie 
Callahon,  a  visitor  from 
Compton,  Cal  if.;  and  Mrs. 
Gladys  Calbert.  Present 
but  not  shown  was  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Sidney 
Irving,  whose  mother  was 
the  guest  speaker. 
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LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  16: 
"Unity  at  the  Lord's  Table" 


ORIENTATION:  We  we  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
1973-’74  Church  School  year.  The  theme  for 
this  quarter  (Sept.  2-23)  is  THE  GOSPEL  AC¬ 
CORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  in  Unit  #1  of 
this  quarter.  The  unit  subject  is  MINISTRY 
OF  REX^ONCILIATION.  Our  lesson  for  Sept. 
16  is  the  third  in  tins  unit  and  b  entitled  “Unity 
at  the  Lord’s  Table.” 

THE  SCRIPTURE;  1  Corinthians  11:17-34. 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  see  that  the  min¬ 
istry  of  reconciliation  is  needed  in  yet  another 
area  of  the  church’s  own  fellowsMp:  around 
the  Communion  taMe;  to  examine  the  meaning 
of  “unworthy”  participation  in  the  sacrament 
of  Communion;  and  to  come  to  a  greater  ap¬ 
preciation  ot  the  Lord’s  Supper  as  a  Ministry  of 
reconciliation  when  properly  participated  in. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  For  as  often  as  you  eat 
this  bread  and  drink  the  cup,  you  proclaim  the 
Lord’s  death  until  he  comes.  —  1  Corinthians 
11:26 

*  *  * 


MINISTRY  OF  RECONCILIATION 

“Ministry  of  Reconciliation”  is  the  title  of  our 
unit.  Reconciliation  is  the  word  used  in  the  New 
Testament  to  describe  “the  changed  relations  between 
God  and  man  which  are  the  result  of  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ”  (F.  J.  Taylor).  To  “re¬ 
concile”  is  the  distinctive  activity  of  God  himself, 
and  individuals  and  the  world  are  the  objects  of  this 
reconciliation.  Reconciliation  is  an  act  (rather  than 
a  “process”)  by  which  men  are  delivered  from  a 
condition  of  estrangement  from  God  and  restored  to 
fellowship  with  him.  The  act  is  accomplished  by  God 
through  the  power  of  the  sacrificial  death  of  Jesus 
Christ.  “God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world  to 
himself”  (2  Cor.  5:18).  And  we,  as  the  church,  are 
agents  who  are  entrusted  with  “the  message  of  re¬ 
conciliation”  and  are  thus  “ambassadors  for  Christ, 
God  making  his  appeal  through  us”  (2  Cor.  5:20). 

Therefore,  one  great  mission  of  the  church  is  to 
witness  to  that  power  of  God  which  enables  man  to 
be  reconciled  with  God,  restored  to  fellowship  from 
a  broken  relationship.  Because  of  that  primary  re¬ 
storation,  man  is  then  enabled  to  be  reconciled  to 
himself  and  following  that,  is  in  a  position  to  mend 
relationships  which  have  been  broken  with  his  fcl- 
lowman. 

*  *  * 

THE  SITUATION  IN  CORINTH 

In  the  scripture  for  today’s  lesson  we  see  the 
irony  that  the  communion  meal,  the  Love  Feast — 
a  great  agent  of  reconciliation  —  has  become  an  oc¬ 
casion  for  division.  Such  is  the  damaging  power  of 
sin.  What  often  begin  as  small  differences  may,  if 
not  corrected,  lead  to  tragic  divisions. 

It  has  been  said  that  “there  is  no  limited  liabil¬ 
ity  for  a  wrong  act.”  The  truth  of  this  statement  is 
dramatically  illustrated  by  these  events  at  Corinth. 

The  Christian  fellowship  in  Corinth  had  been 
divided  because  human  loyalties  (to  Paul,  Peter, 
Apollos)  had  taken  priority  over  the  loyalty  to 
Christ.  The  corroding  effect  of  that  division  had 
wrought  its  tragic  results  even  upon  the  very  event, 
the  Love  Feast,  the  communion  meal,  which  was 
meant  to  be  the  very  expression  of  and  creator  of 
unity.  Such  is  the  power  of  wrong.  There  is,  indeed, 
no  limited  liability  for  a  wrong  act. 

Our  quarterly  is  most  helpful  (pages  20  and  2 1 ) 
in  reviewing  the  situation  in  the  church  in  Corinth. 
If  you  have  access  to  THE  DAILY  STUDY  BIBLE 
by  William  Barclay,  his  volume  on  the  Letters  to  the 
Corinthians,  pages  111  to  113  will  give  added  un¬ 
derstanding  and  insight.  Barclay  states  that  “what 


should  have  been  a  fellowship  had  degenerated  into 
a  series  of  class-conscious  cliques.”  Dr.  John  T,  Se- 
mands,  author  of  our  quarterly’s  unit,  states  that 
selfishness  and  a  lack  of  common  courtesy  broke 
the  fellowship  of  the  communion  meal  and  destroyed 
the  character  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

*  *  * 

THE  LORD’S  SUPPER 

How  fitting  it  is  that  we  should  study  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  the  great  “central  act  of  Christian  worship,” 
in  relation  to  the  problem  of  division  within  the 
church.  For  one  benefit  of  the  sacraments  is  that 
rightly  participated  in  they  can  be  the  means  of  a 
unifying  grace. 

A  sacrament  is  an  “outward  and  visable  sign  of 
an  inward  and  spiritual  grace.”  There  are  two  sac¬ 
raments  in  Protestantism:  baptism  and  the  Lord’s. 
Supper.  The  church  has  witnessed  across  the  years 
that  the  sacraments  have  indeed  been  means  of 
grace,  unique  channels  through  which  the  undeserved 
fsvor  and  merit  of  God  have  been  made  known  to 
his  children.  And  one  expression,  or  benefit,  of  that 
grace  has  been  reconciliation,  the  experience  of  be¬ 
ing  restored  to  fellowship  with  God  after  being  sep¬ 
arated  as  a  result  of  man’s  sinful  acts. 

Dr.  Semands  points  out  that  verses  23-36  (of  1 
Cor.  11)  are  the  earliest  account  we  have  of  the  in¬ 
stitution  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  They  are  consequent¬ 
ly  one  of  the  most  important  passages  in  the  whole 
New  Testament. 

4:  * 

COMMUNION  IS  MORE  THAN  A  “SERVICE” 

While,  as  the  quarterly  points  out,  the  com¬ 
munion  service  is  an  “acted  sermon  vividly  proclaim¬ 
ing  the  redemptive  act  of  God,”  it  is  far  more  than 
that.  The  Lord’s  Supper  is  more  than  an  acted  par¬ 
able  and  a  memorial  rite. 

Dr.  John  Short,  in  THE  INTERPRETER’S 
BIBLE,  helps  us  here.  “The  sacrament  is  a  com¬ 
munion  (emphasis  mine)  service.  Something  more  is 
intended  to  happen  than  the  teaching  or  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  a  mighty  truth.  The  celebration  of  the  Sup¬ 
per  is  ‘symbolic’  in  that  more  ancient  use  of  the  term 
in  which  the  ‘symbol’  effects  something;  it  conveys 
(emphasis  mine)  the  thing  symbolized.”  And  then  Dr. 
Short  quotes  the  eminent  scholar  P.  T.  Forsyth  in 
an  extended  passage  worth  our  time  and  space: 

Let  us  at  least  get  rid  of  the  idea  which 
has  impoverished  worship  beyond  measure,  that 
the  act  is  mainly  commemoration.  No  church 
can  live  on  that.  How  can  we  have  a  mere 
memorial  of  one  who  is  still  alive,  still  our  life, 
still  present  with  us  and  acting  in  us?  ...  A 
sacrament  is  as  much  more  than  a  symbol  as  a 
symbol  is  more  than  a  memorial.  It  is  quite 
inadequate  to  speak  of  the  sacrament  as  an  ob¬ 
ject-lesson  —  as  if  its  purpose  were  to  convey 
new  truth  instead  of  the  living  Redeemer.  It 
is  not  an  hour  of  instruction  but  of  commun¬ 
ion.  It  is  an  act,  not  a  lesson;  and  it  is  not  a 
spectacle  nor  a  ceremony.  It  does  something. 

^ 

A  VIEW  TO  THE  PAST  AND  TO  THE  FUTURE 

Dr.  Charles  M.  Laymon,  in  THE  INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL  LESSON  ANNUAL,  reminds  us  that  the 
Lord’s  Supper  “looks  in  two  directions  at  the  same 
time.”  It  looks  back  to  the  upper  room  and  to  the 
death  of  Jesus  on  the  cross  and  it  looks  ahead  to 
the  coming  of  Christ  in  his  Kingdom.  In  this  sense 
it  is  both  a  memorial  of  the  past  and  a  celebration 
of  the  future. 

♦  4  * 

WHAT  ABOUT  “UNWORTHY” 
PARTICIPATION? 

“Whoever,  therefore,  eats  the  bread  or  drinks 


the  cup  of  the  Lord  in  an  unworthy  manner  will  be 
guilty  of  profaning  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord. 
Let  a  man  examine  himself  .  .  .  For  any  one  who 
eats  and  drinks  without  discerning  the  body  eats  and 
drinks  judgment  upon  himself”  (1  Cor.  11:27-29). 

This  verse  has  caused  much  unnecessary  turmoil 
for  serious  Christians  who  have  desired  to  commune 
but  have  refrained  for  matters  of  conscience;  and 
it  has  provided  an  “easy  excuse”  for  less  sincere 
ones  who  regularly  absent  themselves  from  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  “communion  Sunday.”  What  are  we 
to  say  of  it? 

First  off,  the  sacrament  is  for  sinners,  so  we  are 
not  to  conclude  that  we  need  to  work  our  way  out 
of  any  “unworthiness”  before  we  can  commune. 
“Just  as  I  am  without  one  plea  but  that  thy  blood 
was  shed  for  me.”  In  this  spirit  we  are  still  invited 
and  welcome  at  the  Lord’s  table. 

Secondly,  motive  and  intent  are  important.  “Ye 
that  do  truly  and  earnestly  repent  of  your  sins,  and 
are  in  love  and  charity  with  your  neighbors,  and 
intend  to  lead  a  new  life  .  .  .  draw  near  with  faith 
.  .  .”  So  reads  the  Invitation  in  our  Order  of  Service 
for  the  Administration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  We 
are  to  examine  ourselves  as  to  motive  and  intent. 

Thirdly,  Paul  says  that  “unworthy”  participation 
occurs  when  one  communes  “without  discerning  the 
body.”  This  could  mean  that  one  does  not  realize 
the  sacrificial  meaning  of  Christ’s  death  and  resur¬ 
rection.  It  may  refer  to  the  division  of  Christ’s  body 
which  the  Corinthiaiis  were  promoting  by  their  very 
divisiveness.  The  lesson  quarterly,  page  24,  has  a 
helpful  statement  in  regard  to  this  portion  of  the 
scripture. 

*  *  ♦ 

NO  ONE  IS  SHUT  OUT 

One  of  the  most  helpful  statements  in  regard  to 
this  difficult  passage  is  found  in  William  Barclay’s 
volume  on  the  Corinthians: 

We  must  be  quite  clear  about  one  thing. 
The  phrase  which  forbids  a  man  to  eat  and 
drink  unworthily  does  not  shut  out  the  man  who 
is  a  sinner  and  who  knows  it  to  be  so.  .  .  If 
the  Table  of  Christ  were  only  for  perfect  peo¬ 
ple  none  might  ever  approach  it.  The  approach 
is  never  closed  to  the  penitent  sinner.  To  the 
man  who  loves  God  and  loves  his  fellow  men 
the  way  is  ever  open,  and  his  sins,  though  they 
be  as  scarlet,  shall  be  white  as  snow. 


The  church  as  well  as  the  world  knows  the  cost 
and  the  anguish  of  division.  But  the  church  also 
knows  that  it  is  entrusted  with  a  ministry  which 
proclaims  the  reconciling  acts  of  God.  The  sacra¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  reveals  one  means  of 
that  grace.  The  invitation  to  all  is  to  “Draw  near 
with  faith,  and  take  this  holy  sacrament  to  your 
comfort  .  .  .” 

*  *  * 


f. 


X 


t  4. 
* 


QUESTIONS  EOR  DI^USSION 

What  were  the  kinds  of  circumstances  which 
led  the  Corinthians  to  the  division  experi¬ 
enced  at  the  communion  meal? 

What  insights  have  you  gained  from  this  les¬ 
son  in  regard  to'  the  divisions  within  the 
church  today?  How^  does  .this  relate  to  your 
own  loOal  cteeb?  %  J'- 
In  what  ways  is  the  sacrament  of  communion 
a  “reconciling”  means  of  grace? 

What  one  thing  can  you  do  to  further  the 
recontjiliation  needed  in  your  own  church? 
Will  |ou  dt^lt?^^en?  ^  ^ 


a-S"  li 


NEXT  SUNDAY:  “Ministers  of  Reconciliation” 
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New  independence  and  overwhelming  choices 


So  they’re  off  to  eollege— 
time  for  worry  or  maturity? 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  That  long  anticipated 
event  has  finally  arrived:  A  son’s  or  daughter’s 
freshman  year  in  college. 

What  will  it  be  like?  Educators,  parents  and  stu¬ 
dents  agree  on  one  thing.  Many  changes  and  adjust¬ 
ments  in  attitudes  and  habits  will  have  to  be  made 
this  year,  by  both  freshmen  and  their  parents. 

For  freshmen,  the  major  adjustments  will  be 
learning  to  cope  with  new  levels  of  independence 
and  the  almost  overwhelming  choices  open  to  them 
in  every  aspect  of  college  life. 

For  parents,  the  adjustments  and  concerns  will 
be  just  as  complex  —  coping  with  the  rising  cost  of 
college  education,  hoping  that  their  children  will 
not  be  caught  up  in  the  “new  morality,”  learning 
when  it  is  the  right  time  to  give  firm  guidance  and 
encouragement  and  when  it  is  time  to  leave  the 
freshman  son  or  daughter  alone. 

Richard  Waldron,  dean  of  admissions  at  Ford- 
ham  University,  observed  that  students  sometimes 
come  to  college  with  an  “exalted”  image  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  and  are  “keenly  let  down  when  they  find  a 
sharp  contrast  between  the  ideal  and  the  real  order 
of  things.” 

“Instead  of  super-intellectuals  who  would  fire 
them  with  wisdom  and  illumination,  they  may  find 
superintellectuals  who  can’t  teach,  or  who  can’t 
relate  to  people,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Waldron  emphasized  that  “college  education 
is  self-direction.  You  create  your  own  challenge.  In 
any  college  you  can  get  a  great  deal  out  of  your 
years  there,  or  very  little.  There  is  such  a  variety 
of  possibilities  that  a  student  who  is  interested  in 
his  own  growth  can  find  challenges  at  any  college.” 

Commenting  on  the  current  social  climate  of 
colleges,  upperclass  students  say  they  sense  that  the 
radical  anti-establishment  mood  which  began  in  the 
niid-1960s  has  largely  subsided,  especially  since  the 
close  of  the  Vietnam  war.  Not  that  students  are  less 
concerned  —  they  appear  to  be  seeking  more  con¬ 
ventional  means  of  expressing  their  concern. 

“Drugs  and  hard  core  radicalism  seem  to  be 
passe  at  most  colleges,  said  Charles  Adams,  a  senior 
and  chairman  of  the  freshman  orientation  commit¬ 
tee  at  St.  John’s  University  in  Brooklyn.  “We  seem 
to  be  getting  back  to  the  ‘rah-rah’  days.” 

Martin  Silverman,  a  moustached  senior  at  a 


“liberal”  city  university  here,  observed  that  “stu¬ 
dents  may  pay  lip  service  to  the  new  morality  and 
the  anti-establishment  movement.” 

“They  might  wear  long  hair,  dungarees,  smoke 
pot,  go  to  all  the  proper  demonstrations  and  movies, 
read  the  right  books  .  .  .  But  if  you  could  corner 
them  and  get  them  to  tell  you  how  they  really  feel, 
you’d  probably  find  that  deep  inside  most  of  them 
would  be  happy  to  get  a  good  job  and  settle  down  to 
a  happy  family,”  he  said. 

A  group  of  parents  attending  freshmen  orienta¬ 
tion  sessions  at  Wagner  College,  a  Lutheran  Church 
in  America  institution  on  Staten  Island,  expressed 
varying  degrees  of  excitement  and  concern. 

A  typical  family  reaction  came  from  Patricia 
and  Vincent  Monticello  and  their  daughter  Irene  of 
Vestal,  N.Y.  The  Monticellos,  who  are  Catholics, 
chose  Wagner  —  like  most  of  the  others  interviewed 
at  the  orientation  sessions  there  —  because  of  its 
“good  academic  reputation,”  small  size  (about  400 
freshmen)  and  spiritual  orientation. 

“We’re  excited  and  a  little  bit  apprehensive  be¬ 
cause  she’s  leaving  the  nest  for  the  first  time  —  but 
happy  and  hopeful  for  her,”  Mrs.  Monticello  said. 
“For  18  years  we’ve  done  our  best;  now  we  hope  all 
this  has  taken  root.” 

Mr.  Monticello  added  that  he  would  “miss  the 
sound  and  confusion  of  rock  ’n  roll  and  teenagers 
around  the  house;  the  constant  cries  of  ‘Papa,  I  need 
this,  I  need  that’  ...  No  doubt  about  it,  we’ll  miss 
her.” 

Irene,  a  vibrant  girl  with  long  hair  massed  atop 
her  head,  had  this  comment:  “Oh,  it’s  9th  grade  all 
over  again,  not  knowing  anyone.  It’s  exciting!  But  I 
know  I’m  going  to  be  homesick  for  a  while.” 

Dr.  Francis  Nichols,  assistant  professor  of  so- 
siology  and  anthropology  at  Wagner,  described  the 
college  experience  as  a  “time-space  voyage.” 

“In  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  great 
emphasis  on  getting  out  of  school  as  fast  as  pos¬ 
sible,”  he  told  parents  and  freshmen  at  an  orienta¬ 
tion  dinner  in  the  campus  cafeteria. 

“Of  course,  you  don’t  have  all  your  life  to  spend 
in  college.  But  you  have  more  time  than  you  think. 
Take  time  to  explore.  Take  a  few  courses  just  to 
find  out  what  it’s  all  about.  You’ll  come  out  in  the 
long  run  better  equipped.” 


(Another  article  from  a  series  by 
Religious  News  Service  Staff 
Writer  Tammy  Tanaka) 

Educators  and  upperclass  students  stressed  the 
need  of  freshmen  to  set  priorities  immediately,  bud¬ 
get  their  time,  pace  their  learning  —  and  to  realize 
that  there  is  more  to  college  education  than  what  is 
learned  in  classwork. 

“Students  sometimes  get  lulled  into  a  false  sense 
of  security,”  Mr.  Waldron  said.  “They’ve  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  college.  They’ve  met  students,  professors. 
They  wonder  when  ‘things  are  going  to  start  hap¬ 
pening.  They  don’t  realize  it’s  up  to  them;  that  they’re 
supposed  to  be  working  right  along  without  someone 
constantly  cracking  the  whip.” 

He  also  encouraged  freshmen  and  their  parents 
to  take  full  advantage  of  the  advisers  and  counselors 
available  on  campuses.  He  said  “a  mistake  a  lot  of 
students  make  is  not  talking  to  an  adviser  early 
enough.” 

Mary  O’Keefe,  dean  of  students  at  St.  John’s 
University  and  campus  student  leaders  observed  that 
some  of  the  most  enriching  experiences  come  from 
the  extra-curricular  and  volunteer  activities  on  cam¬ 
pus,  and  freshmen  should  not  ignore  this  part  of 
college  education. 

They  advocated  the  “middle  way”  —  the  avoid¬ 
ance  of  extremes. 

Charles  Adams,  the  freshman  orientation  com¬ 
mittee  chairman,  held  that  if  students  are  reason¬ 
able  in  their  choice  of  studies  and  activities  and  use 
their  time  efficiently  there  is  sufficient  time  for 
studies,  spiritual  growth,  extra-curriculur  activities 
and  part-time  employment. 

Eileen  Fleming,  assistant  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  said  that  the  biggest  factor  in  college  life  is 
the  students’  maturity — ^“the  ability  to  think  critical¬ 
ly  and  creatively  and  organize  time  efficiently.” 

She  also  commented  on  the  indiosyncrasiesof 
the  grading  system  at  college.  “Every  teacher  has  his 
own  system,”  she  observed.  “Parents  should  defin¬ 
itely  not  judge  too  much  by  marks,  but  by  what  the 
student  learns.  They  should  be  glad  if  the  student 
says,  ‘I  got  a  C  but  I  certainly  learned  a  lot.” 

She  said  one  professor  told  his  class;  “A  is  for 
God,  B  is  for  special  students,  C  is  for  the  average 
student.” 

Eileen  said,  her  father’s  motto,  which  she  ad¬ 
vocates  for  all  college  students  is:  “Don’t  go  for 
marks,  go  for  the  knowledge.” 
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From  Our 


Contributions  for  this  column  should 
be  written  briefly  and  bear  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  writer.  What  appears 
here  does  not  necessarily  represent  the 
point  of  view  of  this  publication  and  jhe 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  withhold, 
edit  for  space,  or  print  contributions. 

“THE  DISAGREEMENT 
IS  SERIOUS, 

BUT  IN  CHRIST  WE  ARE  ONE” 
Dear  Sir: 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  tongues 
.  .  ,  the  most  important  doctrinal  dis¬ 
cussion  should  not  be  the  existence  or 
the  non-existence  of  tongues,  but 
rather  it  should  be  the  term  “Baptism 
in  the  Holy  Spirit,”  This  is  the  most 
basic  and  important  point  of  disagree¬ 
ment  between  the  Neo-Pentecostals  or 
charismatics  and  the  conservatives  and 
fundamentalists  .  .  . 

The  baptism  occurs  only  once,  but 
(the  filling  with  the  Holy  Spirit)  is  a 
constant  process. 

Neo-Pentecostals  hold  that  one  must 
seek  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit .  .  . 
They  often  use  the  terms  “filled  with 
the  Spirit”  and  “baptized  in  the  Spirit” 


Readers 


interchangeably.  However,  the  Greek 
texts  ...  do  not  seem  to  support  this 
.  .  .  The  scriptures  never  command  us 
to  be  bapti^d  in  the  Spirit.  I  Cor. 
12:13  seems  to  indicate  ALL  believers 
are  already  baptized  in  the  Spirit,  but 
Eph.  5:18  commands  us  to  be  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  the  filling 
that  empowers  the  Christian  to  live  the 
Christian  life.  Unless  a  person  yields 
himself  completely  to  God’s  will,  and 
becomes  filled  as  a  result,  he  will  not 
experience  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  As 
F.  M.  Hilburn  of  Cotton  Valley  (La.) 
wrote  .  .  .  ,  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  are 
the  only  reliable  evidence  of  the  Spirit- 
filled  Christian,  not  the  gift  which  the 
Spirit  bestows.  Certainly  the  Corin- 
thian(s)  .  .  .  had  gifts,  but  Paul  .  .  . 
indicates  they  weren’t  using  them  as 
Spirit-filled  Christians  should. 

TTiere  are  other  .  .  .  disagreement(s) 
over  this  doctrine.  One  is  that  a  per¬ 
son  speaks  in  tongues  when  he  is  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  Spirit.  This  belief  comes 
from  several  instances  in  the  Book  of 
the  Acts.  However,  many  scholars  do 
not  believe  these  cases  lead  adequately 
to  this  conclusion.  They  believe  these 


instances  are  God’s  way  of  showing 
that  he  was  bestowing  his  Spirit  on 
others  besides  the  Jewish  Christians. 
Each  instance  is  with  a  different  reli¬ 
gious  group  after  Pentecost.  The  studies 
of  these  scholars  do  not  support  the 
view  that  all  speak  in  tongues  when 
baptized  in  the  Spirit.  And  ...  if  the 
baptism  occurs  at  the  point  of  salva¬ 
tion,  and  as  some  have  claimed,  one 
must  speak  in  tongues  at  the  baptism, 
one  would  speak  in  tpngues  at  the  re¬ 
ception  of  Christ.  That  is  a  position  I 
do  not  believe  the  Scriptures  support. 

The  doctrines  of  the  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  are  what  lie  in  the  center 
of  the  controversy  over  tongues.  These 
are  many  excellent  scholars  (who  sup¬ 
port)  different  views.  One  .  .  .  excel¬ 
lent  book  is  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  AND 
HIS  GIFTS  by  J.  Oswald  Sanders. 
There  are  also  many  sincere  and  de¬ 
dicated  Christian  laymen  holding  vary¬ 
ing  ideas.  The  disagreement  is  serious 
and  important,  but  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ  is  the  com¬ 
mon  denominator  of  the  differing 
groups.  In  him  we  are,  and  must  re¬ 
main,  one. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Phillip  L.  McIntosh 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

Oak  Grove,  Louisiana 


END  RUN  IN  THE  FOURTH 
QUARTER 

Dear  Sir; 

My  letter  is  in  answer  to  (the  letter 
from  the  Rev.  Fred  Arnold  in  the  is¬ 
sue  of  Aug.  16  and  the  article  by  Rev.- 
Herman  Bonds  in  the  issue  of  Aug.  2) 

First,  there  are  no  “outside  groups” 
in  Christ.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  church. 

I  would  strongly  urge  .  .  .  (the  read¬ 
ing  of)  the  5  th  chapter  of  Acts  (by 
anyone  who)  has  something  to  say 
about  the  spirit  of  God  moving  through 
all  the  churches,  including  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

These  movements  are  helping  the 
church.  The  Lord  is  making  an  “end 
run”  around  organization,  tradition 
and  social  thinking  and  is  making  the 
church  stronger.  You  see  the  church 
lacked  power”  and  you  haven’t  seen 
anything  yet! 

The  older  members  of  the  church 
are  being  affected  too.  “Praise  the 
Lord!” 

Yours  in  faith, 

Earl  Chadick 
a  lay  member 
Sherrill  Methodist  Church 
Sherrill,  Ark. 
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Church’s  American  Indian  Committee 
phasing  out  Ombudsman  program 


Discipleship  Board  to 
launch  EXIS  project 


FARMINGTON,  N.M.  (UMC)  — 
The  United  Metho^st  American  Om¬ 
budsman  office  established  in  1971  will 
be  terminated  May  1,  1974,  foUowing 
a  decision  of  the  church’s  National 
American  Indian  Committee  meeting 
here. 

“We  were  satisfied  that  the  (Om¬ 
budsman)  program  has  achieved  much 
of  what  it  was  set  out  to  do,”  said  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Roughface  of  Ponca 
City,  Okla.,  chairman  of  the  commit¬ 
tee.  “And  now,  we,  the  National 
American  Indian  Committee,  have  un¬ 
til  May  1,  1974  to  pick  up  the  pro¬ 
gram,  assume  the  responsibiUties  that 
develop.” 

The  Rev.  Raymond  G.  Baines,  the 
ombudsman,  of  Glendale,  Calif.,  was 
asked  to  set  up  five  regional  task 
forces.  The  purpose  of  the  task  forces 
would  be  to  visit  United  Methodist 
parishes  where  Indian  work  is  being 


FARMINGTON,  N.  M.  (UMC)  — 
Should  the  American  Indian  churches 
now  in  the  United  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nation  become  an  affiliated  autono¬ 
mous  church? 

That  question  was  raised  here  at  a 
briefing  consultation  sponsored  by  the 
denomination’s  National  American  In¬ 
dian  Committee.  Richard  Anderson,  a 
Choctaw-Creek  from  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla.,  suggested  that  research  be  con¬ 
ducted  to  determine  the  advisibility  of 
such  a  move. 

“The  key,”  said  Mr.  Anderson,  a 
recent  high  school  graduate  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  “is  that  we 
'  would  be  self-governing.” 

Another  speaker.  Dr.  Richard 
Church,  an  Ottawa  employed  as  a 
pharmacist  at  the  U.S.  Public  Service 
Hospital  in  Shiprock,  N.M.,  called  for 
more  involvement  of  Indians  on  the 
denomination’s  general  boards,  in¬ 
creased  ministries  to  urban  Indians, 
and  more  campus  ministries  relating 
to  the  Indian  students. 

Lack  of  communication  among  the 
native  American  church  people  was 
deplored  by  several  speakers.  “We 
don’t  know  what  each  other  is  doing,” 
said  Mrs.  Josephine  Bigler  of  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wise. 

The  need  was  expressed  for  the  na¬ 
tive  American  Christian  to  “work  out 
our  own  theology,”  according  to  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Roughface,  chairman  of 
the  committee,  and  a  Ponca  from  Pon¬ 
ca  City,  Okla. 

The  American  Indian  Ombudsman, 
the  Rev.  Raymond  G.  Baines,  a  Tlinget 
from  Glendale,  Ariz.,  urged  that  In¬ 
dian  congregations  be  informed  about 
their  stewardship  responsibilities.  “If 
we  are  going  to  talk  about  self-deter¬ 
mination,  pride  and  self-respect,  we 
are  going  to  have  to  talk  about  our 
responsibility  in  stewardship  as  well  as 
the  responsibility  of  the  church,”  he 
said. 

The  Rev.  Homer  Noley,  a  Choctaw 
serving  on  the  staff  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Na- 


carried  on,  and  make  recommendations 
for  improving  the  quality  of  that  work. 

In  response  to  the  committee’s  ac¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Baines  said,  “I  have  given 
indication  to  the  committee  that  our 
style  of  operation  should  change,  that 
we  should  become  more  regionalized 
rather  than  trying  to  function  as  we 
have  on  a  national  level.  I  feel  that 
the  ombudsman  program  has  fulfilled 
its  intended  responsibility  and  fulfilled 
the  goals  that  it  set  out  to  do.* 

The  committee  voted  to  meet  Oct. 
22-23  in  New  Orleans  in  order  to  press 
its  demands  for  funding  from  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  National  Division,  which  will  be 
meeting  there.  According  to  present 
budget  plans  that  division’s  allocation 
for  Indian  work  will  be  reduced  by 
several  thousand  dollars  in  1974. 
t 


tional  Division,  said  that  native  Amer¬ 
ican  Christians  have  been  fearful  of 
supporting  Indian  activists.  Such  talk, 
he  said,  might  cause  a  cut-off  of  fi¬ 
nancial  support.  He  also  called  for  a 
new  understanding  of  Indian  minis¬ 
tries.  Too  often,  Indian  congregations 
are  served  by  white  ministers  nearing 
retirement,  he  said. 

t 

Conference  Calls  for 
Retarded’s  Rights 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)— The 
right  of  the  mentally  retarded  person 
to  as  much  “integration  as  possible” 
into  normal  society  was  affirmed  by 
the  Conference  on  the  Church  and  the 
Mentally  Retarded  which  was  held  at 
Scarritt  College  here  this  summer. 

Focus  of  the  conference  was  on  the 
assimilation  of  retarded  people  into  the 
regular  life  patterns  of  the  church  and 
society.  More  than  50  persons  attended 
the  five-day  session  sponsored  by  the 
Center  for  Continuing  Education  at 
Scarritt  and  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

t 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  28th 
year  of  a  church-supported  internation¬ 
al  scholarship  program  will  find  76 
students  enrolled  in  33  American  in¬ 
stitutions  of  higher  education,  of  whom 
57  represent  U.S.  ethnic  and  language 
minority  students. 

The  Crusade  Scholarship  program  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
started  in  1945  and  has  continued 
since  then.  Counting  the  76  Crusade 
Scholars  in  the  U.S.  during  the  1973- 
74  academic  year,  records  show  that 
at  least  2,150  have  been  aided  through 
tne  program. 

Emphasis  continues  on  training  stu¬ 
dents  from  outside  the  U.S.  —  who  in¬ 
creasingly  study  in  their  own  country 


NASHVILLE  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
The  Educational  Information  Service^ 
known  during  its  two-year  experimen¬ 
tal  stage  as  EXIS,  will  be  launched  as 
a  continuing  project  October  1  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Disi^le- 
ship’s  Section  on  Local  Church  JWu- 
cation. 

By  ^ling  a  free  “800”  number  the 
subscribers  —  mostly  staff  persons 
employed  by  local  churches  —  may 
benefit  from  three  types  of  programs 
offered:  packets  of  suggestions  and 
helps;  direct  consultation  with  experi¬ 
enced  Christian  educators;  and  place¬ 
ment  of  orders  for  program  materials 
and  resources. 

The  special  packets  will  be  custom 
made  to  fit  the  specific  needs  of  the 
caller.  These  will  include  summaries 
and  one-page  reviews  of  information 
such  as  case  studies;  questionnaires^ 
jeprints;  pamphlets;  or  digests  of 
books,  films,  articles  and  guides. 

Director  of  the  nationwide,  toll-free 
.hotline  for  church  educators  will  ^ 
the  Rev.  Edward  J.  Zinkiewicz. 

Mr.  Zinkiewicz  said  the  new  service 
is  not  a  referral  system.  “The  informa¬ 
tion  received  by  the  caller  can  be  used 
immediately.” 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  As  an  ad¬ 
ditional  factor  in  evaluating  usefulness 
of  its  experiment  in  direct-line  com¬ 
munication,  called  TIS  (Telephone  In¬ 
formation  Service),  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  an¬ 
nouncing  publicly  the  number  of  the 
service,  said  Beverly  Chain,  Board 
staff  executive  and  coordinator  of  the 
service. 

The  direct  dial  number  is  212-866- 
9500. 

Heretofore  the  service,  which  began 
last  May,  has  been  limited  to  confer¬ 
ence  and  district  leaders  related  to  the 
Board  and  its  divisions. 

Anyone  interested  in  communicat¬ 
ing  directly  with  the  New  York-based 
Board  may  call  the  TIS  number  and 
talk  to  one  of  the  Board  staff  execu¬ 
tives  who  serve  as  “officers  of  the 
day,”  Miss  Chain  said.  The  calls  will 
be  at  the  expense  of  the  caller  except 
for  the  designated  conference  and  dis- 


or  region  —  and  on  U.S.  black,  His¬ 
panic,  American  Indian,  Asian-Ameri- 
can  and  other  minority  students,  said 
Margaret  Swift,  New  York,  executive 
secretary  of  the  program. 

Over  the  years,  the  Crusade  Scholar¬ 
ship  program  has  trained  persons  for 
service  and  leadership  in  the  church, 
business,  the  professions,  the  arts, 
government,  education,  science  and 
other  fields.  Former  scholars  are  bish¬ 
ops,  university  presidents,  composers, 
leading  pastors,  journalists,  doctors, 
businessmen,  professors,  ecumenical 
executives  and  political  leaders. 

The  program  is  guided  by  the  Cru¬ 
sade  Scholarship  Committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 


“Dialogue”  sessions  are  also  being 
planned  to  put  callers  in  direct  touch 
with  staff  members  or  other  experi¬ 
enced  Christian  educators.  The  Service 
will  also  be  prepared  to  order  materials 
for  its  subscribers. 

By  the  end  of  the  first  year  Dr.  Alex¬ 
ander  said  he  hopes  the  new  service 
will  have  1,000  subscribers  who  will 
carry  about  60  percent  of  the  project 
cost. 

Although  planned  primarily  for 
local  chiurch  use,  the  service  is  avail¬ 
able  to  annual  conference  and  district 
educational  workers,  pastors  and  per¬ 
sons  on  college  and  seminary  cam¬ 
puses. 

Subscription  rates  for  the  service 
vary,  depending  on  the  size  of  the 
local  membership,  the  number  of  pro¬ 
fessional  persons  on  the  staff,  and  the 
number  of  church  school  teachers.  A 
church  with  one  full-time  minister,  a 
half-time  associate,  a  membership  of 
450,  and  22  church  school  teachers 
would  pay  an  annual  subscription  fee 
of  approximately  $40. 

For  more  information,  write  Mr. 
Zinkiewicz,  P.  O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202. 
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trict  leaders  who  may  send  their  bills 
to  the  Board  for  reimbursement,  she 
added. 

The  service  will  be  available  through 
September  to  the  church-at-large.  Miss 
Chain  said,  explaining  that  TIS  is  to 
be  evaluated  at  the  end  of  September, 
and  having  a  month  of  general  avail¬ 
ability  “will  be  helpful  in  making  a  de¬ 
cision  as  to  the  future  of  the  service.” 

Miss  Chain  said  officers  of  the  day 
will  continue  to  answer  calls  9  a.m.-3 
p.m.  Central  Standard  Time  Monday- 
Friday.  A  three-minute  news/informa¬ 
tion  recorded  message  during  other 
hours  on  weekdays,  and  on  weekends 
and  holidays,  will  be  continued,  she 
said. 

Persons  calling  at  times  other  than 
9  a.m.-3  p.m.  Monday-Friday  may 
leave  their  name  and  number.  Miss 
Chain  explained,  and  will  be  answered 
by  phone  or  mail  within  48  hours, 
t  ’ 


Ministries.  The  committee  includes  not 
only  members  from  Global  Ministries 
but  from  other  national  church  agen¬ 
cies.  Chairperson  is  Dr.  Ida  Long  Rog¬ 
ers,  a  professor  at  George  Peabody 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

A  principal  source  of  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Crusade  Scholarship  pro¬ 
gram  is  the  offering  taken  in  United 
Methodist  churches  on  World  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday,  which  this  year  will 
be  Oct.  7.  The  Women’s  Division  of 
the  Global  Ministries  board  also  ap¬ 
propriates  funds.  Since  the  program 
was  started,  more  than  $4,500,000  has 
been  given  to  educate  Crusade  Scho¬ 
lars. 


Question  of  affiliated  autonomous 
relationship  under  consideration 


Crusade  Scholarship  program  in  28th  year 


Global  Ministries  experimenting 
with  Telephone  Information  Service 
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"The  Believers, "from  Wesley  Church,  Longview,  Tex.,  presented 
the  Key  73  musical  entitled,  "Come  Together,"  during  a  recent 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  at  McGuire  Church,  West  Monroe. 
The  group  of  35  youth  and  7  adults,  with  Miss  Carolyn  McClain, 
director  and  Kelly  J.  Coghlan,  youth  director,  were  guests  at  a 
congregational  covered  dish  dinner  following  worship.  The  Rev. 
John  H.  Sewell  is  pastor. 


The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Lecompte  con¬ 
ducted  a  joint  vacation 
church  school  and  day 
camp  at  Camp  Brewer, 
Aug.  13-17.  Some  of  the 
boys  and  girls  are  shown 
here  during  recreation 
period.  The  Rev.  Ted 
Smith  is  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 


The  youth  of  Simpson  Church,  Lake  Charles,  congregating  before  the 
"break  of  day”  with  "bag  and  baggage"  for  a  trip  to  Arkansas.  A  high¬ 
light  of  the  excursion  was  attendance  at  the  Passion  Play  near  Eureka 
Springs.  Youth  director  is  Bobby  Marshall;  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  is 
pastor. 


TOUR  HOSTS  NEEDED 

New  7  Day  Holy  Land  Air  Cruise 

$599  total  cost  includes  first  class  hotels, 
all  meals,  all  transportation,  tips,  taxes, 
sightseeinft.  Write  for  Air  Cruise  Brochure. 

TRAVEL  WHOLESALE.  INC. 

6640  Powers  Ferry  Rd.  N.W.,  Atlanta*  Ga.  30339 


ABOVE;  Vacation  Bible 
School  at  Haskins  Chapel, 
Zwolle,  was  part  of  a  sum¬ 
mer  church  and  community 
youth  project  initiated  by 
Natchitoches  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Edward  Thomas, 
Pastor  Sidney  Irving,  James 
Stewart,  who  is  associated 
with  youth  membership  of 
the  Conference  Program 
Council,  and  the  national 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Mrs.  Olivia  Shelby  and  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Green  were  key 
leaders. 


RIGHT:  VCS  group  at 
Pharr  Chapel  in  Morgan 
City.  The  school  was 
directed  by  Mrs.  Barbara 
Lawton;  the  Rev.  Bob  L. 
Lawton  is  pastor. 


ABOVE:  Some  of  the 

youth  who  attended  VCS 
at  Lake  Arthur.  The 
theme:  "How  Great  Thou 
Art,”  was  followed,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Michael  Stewart.  The 
Rev.  Raymond  M.  Cro- 
foot  is  pastor. 


ABOVE:  Some  of  the  106  boys  and  girls  who  at¬ 
tended  vacation  church  school  at  Mount  Zion  Church 
in  New  Orleans.  Providing  leadership  were  Mrs. 
Aliska  Brown,  Mrs.  Edmonia  Rouselle,  and  Miss  J. 
Vernita  Booker.  The  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Walker  is 
pastor. 


LITTLE  GIANT 

The  name  to  remember  for 


FIBERGLASS 
SPIRES -CROSSES 
a  BAPTISTRIES -SIGNS 

bill'  WATER  HEATERS 
'nil  KRINKLGLAS  WINDOWS 
‘^l^hurch  credit  plans  available. 

Free  colored  brochure. 

LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
Phone;  713  8834246 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 

The  Console  is  a  Kilgen  3  manual  with 
pedal  board,  in  excellent  condition. 
Four  General  Pistons,  and  4  pistons  on 
each  manual.  Great,  Swell  and  Choir. 
Orgobl-blower  in  an  ante  chamber,  in 
good  working  order. 


STOP  LIST 


GREAT 
8'  Open  Diap 
2*  Fifteenth 
8'  Trumpet 

CHOIR 
8*  Hohl  Flute 
8'  Dulciana 
8'  Clarinet 


73  pipes 
some  notes 
73  pipes 


(low  8ve  missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 


SWELL 

8'  Geigen  Principal 

8'  Stopped  Flute 
8'  Viola  d'Orchestre 
8'  Voix  Celeste 
4'  Flute  Harm. 

2'  Flautino 
8'  Vox  Humano 


(lower  12  p 
missing) 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
73  pipes 
61  pipes 
73  pipes  C? 
some  are 
ly  bent 


PEDAL 

16*  Major  Bass 

16*  Lieblich  Gedeckt 


32  pipes 
12  pipes  —  rest 
are  extension 
fr.  Stopped 
Flute 

Four  additional  chests  without  pipes  are 
also  included. 

Curved  church  pews  are  also  available. 

For  more  information  write  P.O.BOX  H89 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  255-5901 
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ST.  LUKE’S  YOUTH  CELEBRATE 
THE  SUMMER 


CAMP-OUT  IN  ARKANSAS 


Restless.  Adventurous.  Curious.  Eager  for 
new  experiences.  Searching  for  meaning.  And 
so  on  and  so  on  go  the  terms  frequently  used 
to  characterize  today’s  youth. 

Keeping  in  mind  these  characteristics  and 
the  diversity  of  their  peers,  St.  Luke’s  youth 
council  planned  the  summer  of  ’73.  It  has  in¬ 
cluded  such  varied  activities  as  lock-ins,  pic¬ 
nics,  softball  games,  plays,  skiing  parties,  and 
talk  sessions — but  the  summit  of  the  summer 
season,  as  might  be  expected,  has  been  the 
trips-out  of  town,  state  and  even  country.  For 
these  have  offered  opportunities  of  seeing  new 
places,  of  meeting  new  people,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  Kentucky  trip,  of  working  with  people 
to  help  make  their  dreams  come  true. 


Vacation  Church  School 
Assembly— a  time  for  sharing. 


Report  cards  were  hastily  examined  and 
scrapbooked  away  and  then  St.  Luke’s  youth 
took  to  the  hills  and  cool  waters  of  Arkansas 
to  enjoy  together  God’s  world  apart  from  the 
distractions  of  civilization.  There  were  lots  of 
things  to  do:  swimming,  canoeing,  fishing,  hik¬ 
ing,  and  in  the  evening  gathering  around  the 
camp  fire  to  sing,  talk,  and  tell  stories.  Even 
the  chores,  rotated  with  such  ease  among  the 
various  work  teams,  seemed  negligible.  For 
Marie  Williams,  St.  Luke’s  new  minister-in¬ 
training  from  Perkins,  the  trip  was  an  official 
initiation  into  St.  Luke’s  community,  and  after 
the  first  twenty-four  hours  it  was  as  if  she  had 
always  belonged  there. 


First  and  second  graders 
take  a  break  to  say  "cheese”. 


St.  Luke’s 

(Shreveport) 


in 


Summer 


mission 


St.  Luke’s  youth  await 
their  departure  to  Kentucky. 


LANGUAGE-MISSION 
TOUR  TO  MEXICO 


WORK  CAMP 
IN  KENTUCKY 


A  strange  language,  different  customs  and 
life  styles-and  yet  there  are  more  likenesses 
than  ifferences  between  people  of  different 
countries.  So  observed  St.  Luke’s  young  peo¬ 
ple  on  their  first  trip  outside  the  United  States. 
The  trip  to  Mexico  gave  the  Spanish  students 
in  the  group  their  first  practical  experience  in 
the  language,  but  even  the  non-Spanish  speak¬ 
ing  young  people  watched  the  communication 
gap  shrinking  under  the  bright  smiles,  warm 
handshakes,  and  extremely  inventive  panto¬ 
mime. 

Alice  Flint,  former  minister-in-training  in 
Shreveport  and  now  associate  pastor  of  a  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  Kingsville,  Tex.,  made  the  plans 
for  this  across  the  border  venture,  and  some 
young  people  from  her  church  came  along,  too. 
A  Methodist  church  in  Monterrey  provided 
food  and  lodging  for  the  group,  with  some  of 
its  teenage  members  serving  as  guides  of  the 
city.  Meanwhile,  back  in  the  states,  the  young 
people  visited  a  Methodist-sponsored  commun¬ 
ity  center  in  Mission,  Texas,  and  toured  the 
famous  King  Ranch  gas  plant  (largest  in  the 
world)  where  the  manager  discussed  the  present 
energy  crisis. 


Despite  their  constant  yearning  for  change, 
St.  Luke’s  young  people  keep  going  back  to 
Kentucky.  The  attraction  perhaps  is  the  beauty 
of  the  forest-clad  Appalachian  Mountains,  or 
the  refreshment  of  the  cool  summer  nights,  but 
more  than  likely  it  is  the  opportunity  to  fulfill 
a  real  need — and  in  a  way  which  preserves  the 
dignity  of  everyone  involved. 

This  was  St.  Luke’s  third  summer  with  the 
Methodist-sponsored  work  program  in  poverty 
areas  of  Appalachia.  The  young  people  were 
divided  into  teams  and  assigned  specific  work 
projects,  most  of  which  could  be  completed 
during  their  one  week’s  stay.  These  projects 
included  working  with  residents  to  repair  their 
badly  run-down  homes.  Daily  work  shifts  were 
of  six  hours’  length,  with  the  favorite  after- 
hours  diversion  being  just  getting  to  know  the 
other  involved  young  people  who  had  come  to 
Appalachia  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Minister  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  is  the  Rev.  James  Poole. 

t 
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Marie  Williams,  Ann  Patterson, 
and  Ellie  Walker  discuss  a 
Vacation  Church  School  project. 
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There  are  forty  predominantly  black  colleges  in  the  United 
States,  half  of  which  have  been  founded  by  the  various  branches  of  Metho¬ 
dism  .  Of  the  forty  institutions,  twelve  are  now  directly  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  it  is  to  these  schools  that  we  have  a  great 
responsibility,  and  with  them,  an  enormous  Christian  opportunity. 

The  private  black  colleges  of  America  have  given  to  the  United 
States  the  bulk  of  its  black  intellectual  leadership.  Half  of  all  black 
elected  public  officials,  85  per  cent  of  the  black  doctors,  75  per  cent  of 
the  doctors  of  philosophy,  as  well  as  judges,  diplomats,  professors,  and 
almost  all  the  black  ministers  attended  one  of  the  forty  Negro  colleges  in 
their  undergraduate  years .  About  half  of  these  attended  the  Methodist 
schools .  At  one  time  every  black  physician  who  was  educated  in  the  South 
was  educated  through  the  fine  Methodist -related  Meharry  Medical  College 
at  Nashville.  Here  in  our  own  conference  we  are  blessed  with  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  excellent  Dillard  University,  whose  contribution  to  society  and 
the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth  is  immeasurable.  Dillard  is  one  of  the  re¬ 
cipients  of  the  Black  College  Fund  in  the  budget  of  every  Methodist  congre  - 
gation . 

1  trust  we  will  be  one  hundred  percent  in  the  support  of  black 
colleges  this  year.  Let  every  congregation  do  its  best.  The  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  ought  to  lead  the  nation  in  percentage  support  of  the  fund,  and  I  have 
the  confidence  it  will  be  so. 

The  Carnegie  Commission  on  Higher  Education  has  said,  "Few 
institutions  face  both  deeper  challenges  to  their  survival  and  greater  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  service  than  these  colleges .  ” 

Already  three  times  as  many  applied  for  enrollment  in  the  fresh¬ 
men  class  at  Dillard  as  could  be  accepted.  Let's  get  behind  these  black 
colleges  and  support  them . 

I  am  counting  on  you . 


September  is  1000  Club  month 

by  Cecil  Bland 


The  1000  Club  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  a  unique  organization. 

Since  1952,  interested  laymen,  and 
ministers,  have  contributed  towards  the 
building  fund  for  some  56  churches  in 
Louisiana  through  the  1000  Club.  This 
amounts  to  a  total  of  $560,000. 

Members  of  the  1000  Club  are  asked 
to  contribute  $10.00  three  time  in  a 
conference  year  towards  three  “Calls” 
for  local  church  building  programs. 
The  original  idea  was  to  help  new 
churches,  churches  that  had  just  been 
organized,  to  get  their  building  started. 
However,  over  the  years,  fewer  new 
churches  have  been  started,  and  in  or¬ 
der  not  to  stop  the  momentum  built  up 
through  this  worthy  organization,  new 
rules  were  written  to  include  other 
types  of  projects. 

Among  these  have  been  a  chapel 
for  the  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  a  prison  chapel  at  Angola  State 
Penitentiary  and  replacement  of  burned 
or  destroyed  churches. 

The  choices  of  these  projects  have 
been  very  carefully  made,  based  on  the 
fact  that  the  local  congregation  con¬ 
cerned  was  not  able,  financially,  to  get 
started.  The  churches  have  been  small, 
both  black  and  white,  and  mostly  rural 
in  location. 

The  purpose  stated  in  the  by-laws 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  1000 
Club  has  been  to  help  “new  congre¬ 
gations  or  transitional  churches  need¬ 
ing  financial  assistance,”  in  their  build¬ 
ing  programs. 

A  transitional  church  is  defined  as; 
K  A  church  in  a  community  which  has 
lost  its  economic  reason  for  being,  and 
the  church  needs  to  move  to  the  peo¬ 


ple  elsewhere;  2.  Two  or  three  small, 
perhaps  rural  churches  that  desire  to 
consolidate;  and  3.  A  small  church  in 
a  small  community  which  suddenly 
has  new  and  large  economic  growth, 
but  the  congregation  is  still  small  and 
relatively  poor  in  financial  resources. 

Anyone  may  become  a  member  of 
the  1000  Club.  As  more  changes  take 
place  within  the  conference,  new  rules 
will  have  to  be  thought  out.  One  pro¬ 
jected  plan  is  to  increase  the  sum  of 
money  given  to  each  church  that  has 
a  Call.  Presently,  each  church  receives 
$10,000,  but  the  costs  of  building  have 
gone  up  so  much,  that  a  possible  solu¬ 
tion  is  to  double  this  to  $20,000. 

How  to  raise  this  money?  One  way 
is  to  increase  the  number  of  members, 
rather  than  the  amount  of  money  each 
member  gives  at  present  ($10.00  three 
times  a  year  for  a  total  of  $30.00  per 
year). . 

Another  of  course,  would  be  to  raise 
each  member’s  contribution. 

Each  district  is  hopeful  of  gaining 
more  members.  Each  district  is  given 
an  annual  “quota”  to  raise,  which  is 
based  on  the  Conference  askings  deci¬ 
mal.  Money  raised  above  this  quota 
stays  in  the  District  for  church  exten¬ 
sion  work,  and  this  extra  money  has 
done  great  good  over  the  years. 

Below  are  listed  the  district  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  1000  Club.  If  you  would 
like  to  become  a  member  (individuals 
as  well  as  United  Methodist  Women, 
United  Methodist  Men,  church  school 
groups  and  the  like  can  be  members) 
contact  your  pastor,  or  the  district  di- 
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Conference  women  to  make 
history  in  Sept.  21-22  meeting 


by  Cecil  Bland 

On  Friday,  Sept.  22,  one  hundred 
and  ten  years  of  history  of  women’s 
organizations  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  celebrated  in  Louisiana 
with  the  reorganization  of  the  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  (WSCS) 
and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  (WSG) 
into  United  Methodist  Women.  The 
new  single  organization  will  bring  all 
women’s  groups  within  the  structure 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  un¬ 
der  one  title. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church,  in  Lafay¬ 
ette,  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  Sept.  21- 
22.  One  day  will  be  spent  in  the  final 
meeting  of  the  WSCS  and  the  WSG, 
and  the  next  day,  the  new  United 
Methodist  Women  will  go  into  action. 

A  variety  of  banners,  made  by 
members  of  the  group  from  all  over 
Louisiana,  will  be  displayed  at  the 
meeting,  reflecting  the  spirit  of  the 
meeting. 

Beginning  with  an  early  morning 
Communion  service,  the  ladies  will  be 
led  by  their  leaders  into  the  new  struc¬ 
ture.  The  principal  speaker  will  be  Ms. 
Theressa  Hoover,  associate  general 
secretary,  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church. 

The  Women’s  Division  is  the  policy 
making  body  for  the  1,500,000  mem¬ 
bers  of  United  Methodist  Women  over 
the  nation. 

It  was  in  the  19th  century,  known 


Ms.  Theressa  Hoover,  head  of  the 
staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  will  be  guest  speaker 
at  the  organizational  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Louis  iona  Conference  when  the 
group  meets  Sept.  22  at  Asbury 
Church  in  Lafayette.  Ms.  Hoover 
is  a  native  of  Fayetteville,  Ark., 
and  holds  a  degree  in  business 
administration  from  Philander  Smith 
College,  Little  Rock,  and  a  master’s 
degree  from  New  York  University. 
She  joined  the  staff  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  as  a  field  worker  in  1948 
and  has  subsequently  held  a  number 
of  positions  in  the  Division. 

as  the  missionary  century  and  the 
women’s  century,  that  the  foremothers 
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Conference  Board  of  Evangelism 
plans  Personal  Witnessing  Clinics 


in  an  effort  to  meet  the  growing  need  for  support  and  guidelines  for  effec¬ 
tive  personal  witnessing,  the  Conference  Board  of  Evangelism  has  formulated 
plans  for  Personal  Witnessing  Clinics  across  the  Conference.  These  will,  be  held 
under  the  leadership  of  each  District  Director  of  Evangelism  in  cooperation 
with  the  District  Council  on  Ministries.  The  plan  is  as  follows: 

u  ^  Conference-Wide  Personal  Witnessing  Work¬ 

shop  will  be  held  at  the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp.  Dr.  Charles  Whittle  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  will  lead  the  workshop.  Each  district  direc- 
Evangelism  and  one  layperson  from  each  district  will  be  taught  how  to 
lead  a  Personal  Witnessing  Clinic  in  their  District. 

2.  Following  the  Conference-Wide  Personal  Witnessing  Clinic  the  district 
director^  working  through  the  District  Council,  will  set  up  in  the  district  a  dis- 

Witnessing  Clinic.  Each  pastor  and  one  or  two  laypersons 
from  each  church  within  the  District  will  be  urged  to  attend  At  this  clinic  the 

those  presenfh^  to 

conduct  a  PerscMial  Witnessing  Qmic  in  each  local  church. 

3.  Each  pastor  and  layperson  is  urged  to  schedule  a  Personal  Witnessing 
Clinic  m  each  local  church.  This  will  enable  all  United  Methodists  to  receivf 
adequate  instruction  for  becoming  effective  witnesses 

u  ..  ^*^<5  plan  and  taking  advantage  of  each  Clinic  we  will  be 

better  able  to  express  what  we  have  so  deeply  experienced 

Joe  W.  McClain,  chairman 
Conference  Committee  on  Evangelism 


Shreveport  School 
of  Theology 
underway 

The  Shreveport  School  of  Theology, 
2i  program  of  adult  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  sponsored  by  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict,  began  last  Monday  and  will  be 
held  for  eight  consecutive  Monday 
evenings. 

Two  courses  are  being  offered  in 
this  fifteenth  term  of  the  school.  “The 
Old  Testament  —  Part  1”  is  being 
taught  by  the  Rev,  David  R.  Dykes, 
minister  of  adult  education  at  Shreve¬ 
port’s  First  Church.  “The  New  Testa¬ 
ment  —  Part  1”  is  being  led  by  Dr. 
Webb  Pomeroy,  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  religion  at  Centenary  College. 

The  objective  of  the  Shreveport 
School  of  Theology  is  “to  provide  a 
systematic  and  purposeful  program  of 
adult  Christian  education  ...  in  the 
fields  of  theology,  Christian  ethics, 
biblical  studies  and  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.”  The  school  is  open  to  all  laity 
and  clergy.  The  registration  fee  is  $10. 

The  sessions  are  being  held  in  the 
R.  E.  Smith  Building  on  the  Centenary 
campus  from  7  to  10  p.m. 

Members  of  the  Organizational  and 
Management  Committee  are  Dr.  Carl 
F.  Lueg,  Shreveport  District  superin¬ 
tendent;  Mrs.  G,  W.  Charlton,  district 
director  of  leadership  training;  the 
Rev.  William  E.  Nolan,  district  direc¬ 
tor  of  Youth  ministries;  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Armstrong,  district  director  of  adult 
ministries;  H.  H.  Smith,  district  lay 
leader;  and  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor  at 
Broadmoor  church. 

t 

New  Guidebook  for 
United  Methodist 
Heritage  Tour 

The  Guidebook  for  this  fall’s  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Heritage  Tour  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  Tour  Leaders  throughout 
the  state,  and  is  available  to  Tour 
Members  and  other  persons  interested 
in  more  information  concerning  the 
tour. 

The  entirely-new  edition  of  the  Tour 
Guidebook  is  edited  by  the  Rev.  Frank 
Wanek,  National  Director  of  the  Tour 
program,  and  includes  an  extensive 
commentary  on  the  Methodist-oriented 
itinerary  by  Dr.  Frank  Baker,  profes¬ 
sor  of  English  Church  History  at  Duke 
Divinity  School.  Other  articles  were 
contributed  by  Bishop  Carl  Saunders, 
Dr.  Haskell  Miller  and  Dr.  Douglas 
Chandler  of  the  faculty  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  the  Rev.  Edwin 
Schell,  and  Dr.  John  Ness,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History. 

More  than  125  Tour  Members  are 
already  enrolled  on  the  1973  Tour, 
which  departs  from  Shreveport  by 
chartered  jet  on  Nov.  19  for  nine  days 
in  '  Wesley’s  England.  The  Tour  is 
sponsored  in  Louisiana  by  the  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  and  the  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History. 

Copies  of  the  Guidebook  and  com¬ 
plete  information  on  the  Tour  may  be 
secured  by  writing:  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Tour,  P.  O.  Box  4111,  Mon¬ 
roe,  La.  71201. 


Proposed  law  would  remove  State’s 
churches  from  tax  exempt  status 


from  page  one 
1000  CLUB  MONTH 

rector  of  your  district.  When  the  three 
calls  come  during  the  year,  you  will 
be  notified. 

District  directors  include: 

(A)  Wayne  Fallin,  1425  Donahue 
Ferry  Road,  Pineville,  La.  71360; 

(BR)  James  Wesley  Chambers,  1481 
Pollard  Parkway,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70808; 

(H)  Robert  Wilks,  Kentwood,  La. 
70444; 

(L)  Wayne  Gilmore,  P.  O.  Box  72, 
Opelousas,  La.  70570; 

(LC)  Claudius  Mayo,  918  Clarence 
Street,  Lake  Charles,  La.  70601; 

(M)  Douglas  Lawton,  5510  Opera¬ 
tions  Rd.,  Monroe,  La.  71201; 

(N)  Cliff  Ammons,  510  Church  St., 
Many,  La.  71449; 

(NO)  Walter  P.  Harris,  §r.,  2317 
Haring  Road,  Metairie,  La.  70003; 

(R)  Jimmy  Love,  Rt.  3,  Box  356, 
Ruston,  La.  71270; 

(S)  Thomas  W.  Wilson,  606  Mon¬ 
rovia,  Shreveport,  La.  71106. 

In  next  week’s  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  we  will  list  the  churches 
which  have  been  helped  by  1000  Club 
funds  since  the  organization’s  begin¬ 
ning  in  1952. 
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REMEMBER 
The  Children’s  Home 
with  your 

Harvest  Day  Offering 


News  in  Brief 

The  Cokesbury  book  store  in  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas,  was  one  of  45  stores  dam¬ 
aged  in  the  aftermath  of  a  memorial 
march  for  a  12-year-old  Mcxican- 
Amcrican  boy  reportedly  shot  by  a 
Dallas  policeman.  Glass  doors  and  dis¬ 
play  windows  were  broken  and  one 
copy  of  “I’m  OK,  You’re  OK”  was  re¬ 
ported  missing. 


by  Cecil  Bland 

The  Louisiana  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention’s  Committee  on  Revenue,  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Taxation,  Senator  B.  B. 
Rayburn  of  Bogalusa,  chairman,  ap¬ 
proved  on  Aug.  22  the  so-called  “as- 
sesor’s  plan”  for  property  taxation  in 
Louisiana.  This  plan  would  eliminate 
all  tax  exemptions  in  the  present  Con¬ 
stitution,  including  houses  of  worship. 
In  place  of  the  exemption  clause,  the 
following  language  is  proposed: 

“(B)  Additional  property  may  be 
exempted  from  taxation  if  authorized 
by  a  two  thirds  vote  of  the  elected 
membership  of  each  house  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.” 

The  only  property  tax-exempt  un¬ 
der  this  new  proposal,  would  be  resi¬ 
dential  property  which  would  have 
Homestead  exemptions  of  $5,000,  or 
$6,000  in  the  cases  of  veterans  or 
persons  65  years  of  age  or  older.  All 
other  property,  including  churches,  all 
educational  institutions,  all  child  care 
homes,  all  nursing  homes  and  hospi¬ 
tals,  and  all  agencies  and  institutions 
providing  services  to  the  people  of  the 
state. 

According  to  information  received 
in  the  Council  on  Ministries  office, 
this  would  mean  that  any  of  these  or¬ 
ganizations  would  have  to  approach 
the  Legislature  for  an  exemption,  win 
a  two-thirds  approval,  and  then  each 
year  provide  a  watch-dog  body  to  as¬ 
sure  that  the  exemptions  were  not  al¬ 
tered  by  legislative  amendments.  There 
would  be  no  Constitutional  protection. 

Members  of  the  committee  who 
voted  for  the  above  plan  were: 

FOR: 

Mr.  John  A.  Alario,  Jr.,  603  Fourth 
Street,  Westwego,  La.  70094 

Mr.  James  H.  Brown,  Jr.,  P.  O.  Box 
797,  Ferriday,  La.  71334 

Mr.  Lawrence  A.  Chehardy,  211 
Mulberry  Drive,  Metairie,  La. 
70005 

Mr.  Frank  M.  Edwards,  Jr.,  P.  O. 
Box  727,  Amite,  La.  70422 


Mr.  Paul  H.  Goldman,  3600  Deb¬ 
orah  Drive,  Monroe,  La.  71201 
Mr.  Claude  Mauberret,  Jr.,  218  N. 
St.  Patrick  Street,  New  Orleans, 
La.  70119 

Mr.  Pegram  J.  Mire,  P.  O.  Box  544, 
Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 
Sen.  Samuel  B.  Nunez,  Jr.,  2016 
Packenham  Drive,  Chalmette, 
La.  70043 

Mr.  Arthur  J.  Planchard,  P,  O. 

Drawer  288,  Sulphur,  La.  70663 
Sen.  B.  B.  Rayburn,  606  Avenue 
B,  Bogalusa,  La.  70427 
Mr.  Charles  O.  Slay,  P.  O.  Box 
2002,  Alexandria,  La.  71301 
Mr.  F.  D.  Winchester,  107  Main 
Street,  Franklin,  La.  70380 
AGAINST: 

Mr.  Walter  J.  Champagne,  Jr.,  P. 

O.  Box  6,  Port  Barre,  La.  70577 
Mr.  David  Conroy,  437  Dorrington 
Drive,  Metairie,  La.  70005 
Sen.  J.  D.  DeBlieux,  P.  O.  Box 
3574,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 
Mr.  J.  Clyde  Fontenot,  225  Court 
Street,  Ville  Platte,  La.  70586 
Mr.  Herman  J.  Lowe,  P.  O.  Box 
3637,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 
Mr.  James  A.  McDaniel,  Rt.  2,  Box 
13,  Tallulah,  La.  71282 
Mr.  Autley  B.  Newton,  P.  O.  Box 
1682,  Hammond,  La.  70401 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Roemer,  III,  Rt.  1, 
Box  434,  Bossier  City,  La.  71010 
Rep.  Earl  J.  Schmitt,  Jr.,  608  Ver- 
ret.  New  Orleans,  La.  70114 
Mr.  Jasper  K.  Smith,  211  W.  Ten¬ 
nessee  Avenue,  Vivian,  La. 
71802 

Those  who  would  like  to  express 
their  opinion  are  urged  to  write  to 
those  listed  above. 
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Mission  Study 
Conference  at 
Natchitoches 

Representatives  of  the  churches  in 
the  Natchitoches  District  will  meet  to¬ 
gether  Saturday,  Sept.  29,  from  2  p.m. 
to  5:00  p.m.  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Natchitoches  for  the  fall 
Mission  Study  Conference. 

The  three  recommended  studies  will 
be  presented  by  the  following  slate  of 
teachers: 

“Contemporary  Christians  and  their 
Writings”,  by  Mrs.  Estelle  Dameron 
of  Pineville;  “Women:  Over  Half  the 
Earth’s  People”,  by  Mrs.  Sidney  B. 
Evans  of  Natchitoches;  “Justice,  Lib¬ 
eration  and  Development”,  by  the 
Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  pastor  of 
Camphor  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

All  members  of  local  congregations 
are  invited  to  attend  and  especially 
local  pastors,  presidents  and  chairmen 
of  missionary  education  of  W.S.C.S. 
and  W.S.G.,  lay  leaders,  and  those 
planning  to  teach  at  the  local  level,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Donald  M.  Rising- 
er,  district  Missionary  secretary  and 
chairman  of  the  conference. 

The  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas  is  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Henry 
Blount  is  host  pastor,  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Bengston  is  president  of  the  W.S.C.S. 


Above  are  shown  the  newly  elected  chairman  and  vice  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  with  other  members  of  the  board. 
(Left  to  right)  Dr.  Rogers  J.  Newman,  outgoing  chairman,  who 
leaves  the  professor  of  Mathematics  post  at  Southern  to  accept 
a  position  in  Atlanta,  Ga.;  the  Rev.  George  Calvin,  new  chair¬ 
man,  Roger  Guissinger,  vice  chairman,  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisen- 
tery,  secretary;  the  Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson,  Foundation 
director.  With  more  than  20%  of  the  9,000  student  population 
United  Methodists,  more  than  85%  are  Protestants.  To  date 
the  Wesley  Foundation  is  the  only  Protestant  sponsored  campus 
ministry  unit  at  the  University. 


PAGE  TWO 


SEPTEMBER  13.  1973 


The  Editor's  Pulpit 
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ZION'S  WATCHMEN 
CONFRONT  THE  CRISIS 

Tis  not  a  cause  of  small  import 
The  pastor’s  care  demands; 

But  what  might  fill  an  angel’s  heart. 

And  filled  a  Savior’s  hands. 

A  Methodist  pastor  would  need  to  have  ice  in  his  veins  not  to  be 
deeply  moved  as  the  hymn  “Let  Zion’s  Watchmen  All  Awake”  is  sung 
at  the  Ordination  Service  during  an  annual  conference. 

And  yet,  when  Zion’s  watchmen  awake  to  each  new  day  in  our  time, 
it  is  the  experience  of  a  considerable  number  of  them  that  it  will  be  to 
another  twenty-four  hours  of  “crisis  in  the  ministry.” 

This  writer  has  no  desire  to  perpetuate  the  debilitating  preoccupa¬ 
tion  with  what  is  a  popular  topic  in  both  religious  and  secular  journals — 
“The  Crisis  in  the  ]^nistry”  —  but  neither  does  he  have  a  desire  to  let 
this  serious  issue  go  by  unattended.  And  this  week  before  Ministry  Sun¬ 
day  is  an  appropriate  time  to  give  attention  to  at  least  one  element  of 
this  “crisis.” 

TO  “ENABLE  WITHOUT  CONTROLLING” 

And  this  element  is  one  that  has  received  far  too  little  attention.  It 
is  the  set  of  problems  related  to  our  “philosophy  of  authority  in  ministry.” 
While  there  is  probably  no  such  thing  as  an  “official  Methodist  philoso¬ 
phy  of  authority  in  ministry,  ”  ours  has  been  expressed  as  one  that  is  de¬ 
signed  “to  enable  without  controlling.” 

This  phrase,  “to  enable  without  controlling,”  is  a  most  incisive  one 
and  illumines  some  of  the  issues  which  are  at  the  bottom  of  our  current 
clergy-laity  problems,  such  as  the  problem  of  the  “gap  between  the  pulpit 
and  the  pew.” 

When  a  person  speaks  of  “authority  in  the  ministry,”  he  might  be 
suspected  of  expressing  a  subtle  kind  of  “clerical  bigotry”  or  of  advocat¬ 
ing  a  kind  of  vendetta  wherein  preachers  are  pitted  against  lay  persons. 
But  this  is  to  completely  misunderstand  the  phrase.  It  is  not  intended 
to  suggest  that  the  preacher  is  to  be  an  “authoritarian”  figure.  The  day 
for  the  preacher  to  run  a  one-man  show  is,  thankfully,  long  gone.  But 
there  is  a  great  need  in  our  day  —  and  it  is  this  to  which  the  phrase  re¬ 
lates  —  to  rediscover  and  fully  utilize  the  role  of  the  ordained  minister. 
If  he  is  one  who  is  set  aside  (by  the  “other  ministers  of  the  church,”  the 
laity)  for  a  specific  enabling  role,  then  we  should  recognize  the  burden 
of  “authority”  which  goes  with  that  role  and  use  the  benefits  from  it  for 
the  good  of  the  whole  church.  That  “authority”  of  the  ordained  minister 
is  the  “service”  he  renders. 

The  concept  of  “authority”  is  inherent  in  New  Testament  ministry. 
The  authority  of  the  apostles  was  the  service  they  rendered.  The  episkopos 
(bishop,  overseer)  was  given  the  “authority”  of  being  responsible,  of  hav¬ 
ing  oversight,  of  tending  and  feeding  the  sheep  as  a  shepherd.  Both  New 
Testament  Christianity  and  Wesleyan  Methodism  have  a  heritage  of  a 
strong  “philosophy  of  authority”  in  this  sense,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to 
build  up  the  body  of  Christ  and  minister  to  the  world. 

The  authority  of  the  pastor  today  is  inherent  in  the  service  he  ren¬ 
ders.  He  is  equipped  by  his  calling,  his  training,  his  ordination  and  his 
appointment  responsibility  to  render  a_  unique  enabling  ministry,  and 
with  such  goes  the  burden  of  “authority.” 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  “DO-IT-YOURSELF  RELIGION” 

The  above  has  been  a  rather  laborious  way  of  bringing  to  our  at¬ 
tention  one  area  wherein  the  “authority”  issue  comes  to  focus:  which  is  in 
those  problems  related  to  the  widespread  “do  it  yourself”  approach  to 
spiritual  things.  To  the  extent  that  this  approach  represents  a  move  away 
from  disbelief  and  toward  faith,  we  should  be  grateful.  But  we  should 
also  be  very  concerned  that  “do  it  yourself”  religious  movements,  that 
have  been  “enabled  without  being  controlled  (nurtured),”  have  also  led 
to  confusion,  disillusionment,  turmoil  and  often  to  division  within  the 
church. 

The  answer  is  most  certainly  not  in  an  ordained  ministry  that  is 
“authoritarian.”  The  answer  may  possibly  lie  in  the  rediscovery  by  the 
whole  church  of  the  New  Testament  and  Wesleyan  concepts  of  “author¬ 
ity  in  ministry ,”which  are  manifested  in  service. 

When  we  allow  our  ordained  ministry  to  become  the  real  enabling 
and  nurturing  teachers,  servants,  feeders  of  the  flock  —  and  when  they 
accept  and  fulfill  this  role  —  then  will  the  church  find  greater  harmony 
in  its  fellowship,  more  soundness  in  its  doctrine,  and  become  better 
equipped  to  fulfill  its  ministry  to  the  world. 

J.S.W. 


A  District  Superintendent  maybe? 

The  cleaning  man  was  new  at  his  job  and  the  editor  was  new  at  his, 
job  and  therein  lay  the  grist  for  the  following  high  drama:. 

CLEANING  MAN  (entering  offices):  “Oh.  Hello  .  .  .  (looks  around  our 
very  comfortable  surroundings)  .  .  .  I’m  the  new  cleaning  man.” 
EDITOR  (editing):  “Well  hello  to  you!  I’m  the  new  .  . .”  (And  before  the 
identification  could  be  completed  someone  called  to  Qeaning  Man 
and  he  had  to  leave). 

Time  passes  (about  two  weeks).  We  pick  up  the  exciting  action  at 
the  same  scene.  Roll  ‘em: 

CLEANING  MAN;  “Hello,  sir.  Nice  to  see  you  again.” 

EDITOR:  “Well  hello  to  you!  (Editors  say  “Well  hello  to  you!”  a  lot). 
How  are  you  doing?” 

CLEANING  MAN  (after  pause):  “. .  .  Fine,  just  fine  . .  .”  (Works  around 
office  awhile,  something  obviously  on  liis  mind.  After  a  few  mo¬ 
ments,  he  speaks:  “Excuse  me,  sir.  Would  you  mind  if  I  ask  you  a 
question?” 

EDFT^:  “Shoot.”  (Editor’s  use  “Shoot”  quite  a  Ijit), 

CLEANING  MAN  (straight  on):  “Are  you  a  bishop  or  something?” 

Now  —  we  have  got  to  stop  the  tape  a  moment,  for,  as  the  sajdng 
goes,  we  have  got  us  a  situation  here.  In  fact,  we  have  got  us  what  might 
even  be  called  a  testy  little  situation  here. 

Consider  the  diabolical  quandry  faced  by  the  Editor,  whom,  we  must 
assume,  is  a  normal  green-blooded  Methodist  preacher.  In  a  moment  of 
time,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  he  must  sort  out,  weigh,  analyze,  enjoy, 
accept  or  reject  the  following  options  and  questions  that  fill  his  mind: 
“How  long  will  this  man  be  in  town?”  .  .  ,  “How  much  will  he  tell?”  .... 
“  Does  he  read  the  papers  or  use  other  legitimate  information  sources?” 
. . .  “How  much  difference  is  there  in  a  cleaned  bishop’s  office  and  a 
cleaned  editor’s  office?”  . . .  “What  is  the  penalty  for  impersonating  a 
bishop?”  . . .  “Are  there  any  known  cases  of  imprisonment  for  such  an 
offense,  and  if  so,  are  there  visiting  privileges?”  ...  “If  convicted  and 
imprisoned  for  answering  ‘Yes’  to  this  question,  can  you  still  subscribe 
to  THE  METHODIST?” 

Such  are  but  a  few  of  the  myriad  of  questions  which  swarmed  Edi¬ 
tor’s  head  as  he  fantasized  over  this  question.  But  —  thank  heavens  — 
virtue,  integrity,  honesty,  modesty  and  a  healthy  dose  of  fear  prevailed 
in  Editor’s  reply,  as  you  shall  momentarily  see.  For  at  this  point  we  raise 
the  curtain  on  the  final  dramatic  scene.  We  recap  for  you  the  pivotal 
question; 

CLEANING  MAN;  “Are  you  a  bishop  or  something?” 

EDITOR  (pauses  once,  starts  to  speak;  pauses  again  .  .  .;  sweats,  then 
resolutely  responds):  “No.”  (relaxes  a  bit)  I  am  the  new  editor  of  the 
paper  and  my  job  is  to  .  .  .  (and  he  gives  his  complete  and  detailed 
job  description), 

CLEANING  MAN  (as  he  unplugs  vacuum  cleaner  and  heads  down  hall); 
“Oh."  ^ 

Your  Snappy  Sermon  Illustration  Service  —  Item  #  1 

Instituting  a  regular  feature,  to  appear  from  time  to  time,  to  aid  the 
weary  pastor  in  search  of  a  timely  last-minute  sermon  illustration. 
Today’s  offering  follows: 

On  the  news  the  other  evening  was  the  report  of  a  man  who  had  been 
hit  by  lightning  four  times  and  lived  to  tell  about  it.  On  the  morning  of 
the  day  of  that  report  the  good  gentleman,  a  forest  ranger  (possible  nick¬ 
name:  “Smokin’  Bare”?),  went  to  work,  it  seems,  in  a  thunder  storm.  Up¬ 
on  stepping  out  of  his  truck  he  —  that’s  right  —  got  zapped  again,  for  a 
fifth  time,  right  on  top  of  the  head.  He  was  reported  to  be  recovering. 
End  of  illustration. 

Now  —  some  of  you  out  there  in  pulpitland  might  be  wondering 
“How  on  earth  does  that  newspaper  guy  expect  me  to  use  that  in  a  ser¬ 
mon?”  To  which  I  must  reply  “That’s  your  problem.  We  just  supply  the 
raw  material.  The  sermonizing  is  up  to  you.” 
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About  800  moderates  of  the  Lutheran  Church-Mis- 
souri  Synod,  protesting  what  they  called  unconstitu¬ 
tional  actions  on  the  part  of  their  Church’s  1973 
convention,  held  a  two-day  meeting  in  Chicago  to 
organize  a  new  “confessional  movement”  within  the 
denomination.  The  moderates  said:  “We  are  not 
schismatics  and  will  not  be  responsible  for  schism. 
We  shall  continue  our  movement  of  confession  and 
protest  within  our  Synod.”  They  issued  a  document 
which  said:  “We  call  our  Synod  to  return  to  the 
Word  of  God  as  the  instrument  for  facing  issues  of 

doctrine  and  conscience . We  stand  in  the 

Lutheran  heritage  firmly  convinced  that  since  popes 
and  councils  can  and  do  err,  such  binding  imposi¬ 
tions  must  be  resisted.  Therefore  our  conscience  will 
not  be  bound  by  doctrinal  resolutions  .  .  .” 

Authorities  in  the  sub-Saharan  area  of  drought- 
stricken  West  African  nations  have  expressed 
the  belief  that  the  next  j60  days  will  be  critical 
for  those  remaining  in  remote  desert  areas  of 
the  six  afflicted  countries,  as  well  as  those  who 
have  fled  to  coimtries  in  the  South.  They  warn 
that  if  the  relief  distribution  program  is  not 
expedited,  millions  may  die  from  starvation  and 
its  attendant  diseases. 

Ice  Capades  star  Julie  Holmes,  who  skates  to  sev¬ 
eral  of  today’s  pop-Gospel  songs  and  a  medley  fron^ 
“Superstar”  says  her  faith  in  God  is  her  most  prec¬ 
ious  possession.  “I  could  never  have  done  it  alone,” 
she  says  of  her  skating  career  —  which  includes 
U.S.,  world  and  Olympic  competitions  and  two  years 
with  Ice  Capades.  With  a  growing  belief  that  the 
“joy  and  power  of  God  working  through  me”  must 
be  shared  with  others.  Miss  Holmes  is  making  her¬ 
self  available  to  more  and  more  church  and  youth 
groups  as  she  travels  around  the  country  on  a  10- 
month  tour. 

The  Decatur-DeKalb  Ministerial  Assn.  (Geor¬ 
gia),  has  declared  its  intention  to  go  to  court, 
if  necessary,  to  stop  the  levying  of  fire  protec¬ 
tion  fees  on  churches  and  religious  institutions. 
The  DeKalb  County  tax  commissioner  has 
ruled  that  all  property  is  subject  to  the  fire  pro¬ 
tection  fee.  Fire  tax  bflls,  with  one-half  due  by 
Sept.  5  were  presented  in  sums  from'  “under 
$100”  up  to  $116,000.  The  latter  bill  went  to 
Emory  University,  a  United  Methodist  School. 
The  university  is  cooperating  with  the  minis¬ 
terial  association  in  opposing  the  fee. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Wilkerson,  head  of  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  neo-Pentecostal  center,  described  the  an¬ 
nual  “charismatic  clinic”  held  near  Anaheim,  Calif, 
as  an  attempt  to  help  people  become  spiritually  ma¬ 
ture  and  serve  their  local  churches  in  a  more 
fruitful  way.  The  week-long  clinic  drew  about  5,000 
persons,  three  times  last  year’s  number,  to  lectures, 
workshops,  seminars  and  prayer  meetings.  Wilker¬ 
son  said  some  of  the  350  clergymen  who  attended 
the  institute  said  they  had  been  asked  to  leave  their 
pastorates  when  they  became  involved  in  the  charis¬ 
matic  movement. 

A  program  produced  by  TRAV,  (elevision,  ra¬ 
dio  and  audio-visuals  agency  of  the  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church,  U.S.  (Southern)  has  been  named 
^‘the  most  outstan^ng  special  religious  radio 
pro^am  of  1973”  by  Billboard  Ms^azine.  Bill 
Huie,  director  of  r^o,  won  the  award  for  a 
30-nHnute  program,  “Rock  Music:  Whafs  It 
All  About?”  Part  of  the  weekly  series, “What’s 
It  All  About?”,  the  program  took  a  “historical 
and  defensive  look  at  rock  music  and  its  socio¬ 
logical  and  theological  implkations.” 


Archbishop  lakovos,  primate  of  Greek  Orthodox 
Christia  ns  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  told  the  22nd 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Youth 
of  America,  that  resentments  and  condemnations  of 
existing  practices  in  political,  cultural,  family  and 
religious  life  “can  hardly  constitute  the  basis  for  a 
true  revolutiori.”“ro  turn  a  tendency  toward  rebel¬ 
lion  into  revolution,  ”  he  said  ,  “  takes  moral  and 
spiritual  steadfastness  as  well  as  courage.  Courage 
you  have,”  he  continued,  “I  wonder  if  you  have  the 
knowledge,  the  strategy  and  the  moral  and  spiritual 
perseverance  and  the  strength  you  need.”  Urging 
the  youths  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the 
Bible,  he  said  there  is  “no  better  guidebook  for 
life  ...  It  is  the  only  book  that  contains  words  of 
eternal  value.” 

The  Rev.  Douglas  H.  Vinzant,  35,  former  pas¬ 
tor  .  of  Hinds  Independent  Methc^t  Church, 
Raymond,  Miss.,  who  has  served  as  a  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Concord  (Mass.)  Reformatory 
since  December,  1972,  has  been  named  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  trouble-laden  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institution  at  Walpole.  Vinzant, 
who  as  a  white  minister  in  Mississippi  was 
credited  with  intergrating  an  all-black  reform 
school,  took,  over  the  leadership  of  the  Concord 
Reformatory  under  disturbed  conditions  simi¬ 
lar  to  those  at  Walpole. 

Delegates  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  Assem¬ 
bly,  meeting  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  voted  unani¬ 
mously  to  accept  a  proposal  for  the  theme:  “Jesus 
Christ  Frees  and  Unites,”  for  the  1975  Fifth  Assem¬ 
bly  in  Jakarta,  Indonesia.  The  proposal  made  by 
the  head  of  the  Batak  Protestant  Christian  Church 
in  Indonesia,  from  the  floor,  won  by  a  large  major¬ 
ity  of  votes  over  the  recommendation  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  the  theme:  “Christ,  Freedom,  Community.” 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  —  now  cele¬ 
brating  the  25th  anniversary  of  its  founding  — 
tends  to  be  “rather  a  bureaucracy”  and  is 
guilty  of  insufficient  consultation  with  member 
Churches,  Anglican  Archbishop  Michael  Ram¬ 
sey  of  Canterbury  told  an  interviewer  from  Lon¬ 
don’s  Methodist  Recorder  —  leading  indepen¬ 
dent  Methodist  weekjy.  “There  are  faults  on 
both  sides,”  Dr.  Ramsey  said,  “On  the  one 
side  so  many  local  churches  fail  to  have  a  suf¬ 
ficiently  worldwide  outlook:  on  the  other,  the 
Wee  ought  to  be  more  in  touch  with  the  mem¬ 
ber  Churches.” 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  has  increased  to 
1,004  the  number  of  corporations  in  which  it  will 
not  invest  because  the  firms  are  involved  in  south¬ 
ern  Africa.  Foreign  investments  in  six  countries,  the 
Central  Committee,  policy-making  body,  asserts 
“strengthen  the  white  minority  league  regimes  in 
their  oppression  of  tlte_ -majority  of  the  people  in 
Southern  Africa.”.  The  ,  WCC  is  selling  all  holdings 
— about  $1.5  million  —  in  companies  involved  in 
South  Africa,  Namibia  (Southwest  Africa),  Rhodesia, 
Mozambique,  Angola  and  Guinea-Bissau. 

A  $200,000  trust  fund  for  graduate  studies  in 
the  field  of  mental  retardation  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Knights 
Columbus  (fraternal  and  benevolent  soci^y 
of  Roman  Catholic  men).  The  fund  will  be 
named  in  honor  of  the  society’s  Supreme  Chap- 
.  lain,  retired  Bishop  Charles  P.  Greco,  who  li^ 
established  a  home  for  the  retarded  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  Lak,  and  is  constructing  another  in  Alex- 
andi^  1^. 


In  other  actions  the  Council,  meeting  in  Seattle, 
adopted  resolutions  aimed  at  promoting  a  sense  of 
patriotism  among  young  people,  asked  Congress  to 
promote  reverence  for  the  U.S.  flag,  and  urged  local 
councils  to  take  “whatever  reasonable  procedures 
are  necessary”  to  stop  the  broadcasting  of  offensive 
radio  and  television  programs. 

Addressing  a  pre-convention  session  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  Mrs.  Fred  J.  Tooze,  president 
of  the  organization,  said  with  regard  to  rehabil¬ 
itation  of  alcoholics,  “Many  in^ons  of  dol¬ 
lars  are  spent  in  research  to  isolate  the  germ 
or  virus  which  causes  various  diseases,  such  as 
cancer.  Yet  it  is  common  knowledge  that  alco¬ 
hol  is  the  cause  of  alcoholism.  The  ‘germ’  is 
known  and  the  ‘disease’  identified.” 

“Almost  exclusive  emphasis  on  ‘horizontalism’  in 
the  cause  of  salvation  may  lead  many  Christians, 
to  whom  the  sacred  traditions  of  the  ancient  church 
are  dear,  to  the  opinion  that  in  the  ecumenism  of 
today  there  appears  a  new  temptation  of  being 
ashamed  to  preach  Christ  crucified  and  resurrected, 
God’s  power  and  wisdom.  .  .,”  said  a  message  from 
top  Russian  Church  leaders  to  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  Central  Committee.  “When  this  temp¬ 
tation  is  joined  with  a  “fear  of  appearing  not  quite 
up-to-date,”  the  message  from  Patriarch  Pimen  and 
the  Holy  Synod  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church, 
warned  “the  essence  of  the  Gospel  may  be  passed 
over  in  silence.” 

Reacting  to  the  recent  Ban^ok^  Thailand  con¬ 
ference  on  “Salvation  Today,”  the  Russian 
Church  leaders  said  the  final  documents  from 
the  conference  lacked  emphasis  on  “the  ulti¬ 
mate  goal  of  salvation.”  Acknowledging  the 
message  with  gratitude^  the  committee  expressed 
the  conviction  that  “greater  attention  should  be 
given  to  the  plenitude  salvation  that  we  an¬ 
ticipate  in  this  life  but  whose  ultimate  goal  is 
eternal  life  in  God.” 

An  undergraduate  degree  program  in  Judaic  studies 
is  being  inaugurated  at  Columbian  College  of  George 
Washington  University  this  Fall.  Dr.  Calvin  D.  Lin¬ 
ton,  college  dean,  said  the  first  degree" will  be  granted 
in  1977.  Resource  materials  that  the  private,  non¬ 
sectarian  school  hopes  to  use  include  a  bequest  of 
more  than  100  pieces  of  rare  Judaic  manuscripts 
and  codices.  Dr.  Linton  views  the  interdisciplinary 
program  as  “highly  valuable  for  the  increased  aca¬ 
demic  understanding  of  the  interrelation  of  Judaism, 
Christianity  and  classical  thought,  and  of  their  in¬ 
termixed  influence  on  Western  civilization.” 


GENEVA  -  An  urgent  $250,000  appeal  for  flood 
victims  in  Pakistan,  India  and  Bangladesh  was 
launched  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Central  Committee  during  its  meeting  in  Geneva. 
Congressman  John  Brademas  of  Indiana  (center), 
a  United  Methodist  member  of  the  Committee,  who 
cabled  President  Nixon  urging  U.S.  aid  to  the 
stricken  nations,  discusses  relief  efforts  with 
other  members  of  the  committee.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  8  million  people  have  been  made 
homeless  by  the  floods,  which  have  inundated 
12  million  acres  in  the  three  countries.  (RNS 
Photo) 
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Cable  TV  specialists  to  lead 
‘All  About  Cable’  Workshop 


Church  communicators  and  cable  TV 
operators  will  meet  in  the  same  arena 
here  for  a  cable  TV  workshop  designed 
to  “expose  paricipants  to  tlie  dilemma 
of  cable  TV  and  the  exploding  world 
of  a  communications  technology.” 

A  workshop  with  the  designation 
“All  About  Cable,”  for  laypersons  or 
ministers  who  wish  to  develop  or  up¬ 
grade  their  production  skills,  is  sche¬ 
duled  to  be  held  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
from  Oct.  30  through  Nov.  2. 

“This  will  be  the  third  workshop 
our  jurisdictional  communication  com¬ 
mittee  has  designed  to  take  the  church¬ 
man  out  of  the  theory  of  cable  TV  and 
place  him  squarely  in  the  midst  of 
cable  TV  practitioners,”  said  Bob  Rob¬ 
ertson,  committee  chairman. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s 
communication  committee  conducted 
the  first  of  their  three  part  series  in 
Galveston,  Tex.  in  Dec.  of  last  year  at 
a  Teleprompter  station.  The  second 
was  held  in  Lincoln  at  the  University 
of  Nebraska,  Continuing  Education 
Center,  in  April. 

In  addition  to  a  face-to-face  session 
with  the  Midwest  Cable  Operators,  the 
participants  will  be  introduced  to  and 
use  portable  video-tape  recorders 


(VTR)  to  discover  how  VTR  can  be 
used  in  local  church  and  community 
situations  for  cable  TV  programming, 

.  The  Broadcasting  and  Film  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  Metropolitan  Inter- 
Church  Agency  of  Kansas  City  are 
sharing  in  the  leadership.  Seven  dif¬ 
ferent  denominational  agencies  are 
joining  in  sponsorship.  Nelson  Price, 
director  of  broadcasting  for  United 
Methodism,  has  shared  in  the  funding 
of  all  three  events. 

“This  series  of  Cable  TV  workshops 
is  fostering  an  awareness  in  church 
leaders  that  cable  TV  offers  a  brand 
new  medium  of  communication  to  the 
church,”  said  Mr.  Robertson. 

“Cable  TV  cannot  solve  all  the 
problems  of  communication  within  the 
church,”  said  Mr.  Robertson.  “But,  a 
working  knowledge  of  its  potential  in 
local  communities  can  help  the  church 
foster  understanding  across  cultural, 
economic,  and  racial  lines  locally.” 

Persons  desiring  further  information 
relating  to  the  Cable  TV  Workshop 
should  contact  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Brant- 
on,  P.  O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104. 
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Four  churches  on  Pleasant  Hill 
Charge  refurbishing  properties 


All  four  churches  on 
Pleasant  Hill  Charge, 
whose  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Jim  Constable,  are  cur¬ 
rently  engaged  in  refur¬ 
bishing  projects.  At  left 
the  Pleasant  Hill  par¬ 
sonage  exhibits  new 
shingle  stain  on  the  ex¬ 
terior  and  fresh  white  trim 
on  the  woodwork.  Ad¬ 
ditional  repairs  are  under¬ 
way. 


Zion’s  Rest  churchmen 
recently  jacked  up  the 
church  building  and  hired 
a  carpenter  and  a  brick¬ 
layer  to  replace  old  sills. 
A  reroof  job  is  scheduled. 


Pelican  Church  recently 
employed  a  brick  mason 
to  replace  old  pillars 
under  the  church. 
(Mitchell  Church  is  rais- 
ing  funds  for  repair  work 
and  repainting.) 


St.Mark's,  Baton  Rouge 
presenting  Sunday 
series  on  Channel  9 

During  the  month  of  September  the 
Rev.  Robert  Williams,  pastor  of  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  the  Senior  and  Chancel 
Choirs  from  that  church  are  appear¬ 
ing  on  “Sunday  Morning  Worship”  on 
WAFB-TV,  Channel  9,  from  8-8:30 
o’clock.  Mrs.  Alberta  R.  Stewart  is 
serving  as  organist  for  each  of  the  tele¬ 
casts. 

The  first  in  the  series  was  pre¬ 
sented  on  Sept.  2,  with  Mrs.  AuJger 
Davis  directing  the  choirs.  The  Chan¬ 
cel  Choir  sang,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs,  Davis  for  the  Sept,  9  appear¬ 
ance. 

Remaining  services  in  the  series  in¬ 
clude:  Sept.  16,  the  Senior  Choir,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Mrs,  Inez  W. 
Chrisentery,  and  solo  by  Ethel  R. 
Vicks;  Sept.  23,  The  Youth  Choir, 
Mrs.  Lois  R.  Heath,  director;  Kenneth 
Thompson,  soloist,  and  the  Rev.  Bert¬ 
rand  Griffin  presenting  the  message; 
Sept.  30,  both  choirs  will  sing,  and 
the  pastor  will  present  the  concluding 
message. 

t 

Lay  Witness  Mission 
^Side  Tour’  offered 

Plans  are  continuing  for  the  multi¬ 
church  Lay  Witness  Mission  to  be  held 
in  Mexico  Oct.  19-21.  Approximately 
eleven  Methodist  churches  in  the  Mex¬ 
ico  City  and  Monterrey  areas  will  be 
participating  in  the  mission.  One-hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  persons  are  needed  for 
the  Mexico  City  area  and  40  for  the 
Monterrey. 

Persons  who  are  interested  in  par¬ 
ticipating  are  requested  to  write  to 
Hubert  Blanchard,  P.  O.  Box  462, 
Sulphur,  La.  70663.  The  August  9 


The  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson  of  Many, 
who  graduated  with  the  Class  of 
1923  at  Central  Wesleyan  Col¬ 
lege,  Warrenton,  Mo.,  has  been 
invited  to  deliver  the  sermon  for 
a  college  reunion  on  Oct.  14.  The 
retired  minister  preached  for 
morning  and  evening  services  at 
Vidalia  United  Methodist  Church 
recently,  while  the  Rev.  R.  W. 
Bengtson,  pastor,  and  family  were 
vacationing.  On  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  he  officiated  at  a  wedding. 

t 

to  Mexico 


edition  of  THE  LOUISIANA  METH¬ 
ODIST  (page  5)  gives  details  of  the 
mission  and  contains  an  information 
form  which  interested  persons  may 
send  to  Mr.  Blanchard.  The  cost  for 
the  roundtrip  from  Houston  to  Mexico 
City  is  $113  and  from  Houston  to 
Monterrey  is  $77. 

Following  the  mission,  those  per¬ 
sons  who  are  interested  are  invited  to 
take  part  in  a  tourist-vacation  stay  in 
Mexico  through  Oct.  26,  the  details  of 
which  are  given  below: 


ITINERARY 


Oct . 

21 

Overnight  at 

the  Luma  Hotel 

Oct . 

22 

Breakfast  at 
Tour  No.  1  - 

hotel 

Mexico  City  Highlights  -  4  Hrs . 

Oct . 

23 

Breakfast  at 
Tour  No.  2  - 

hotel 

Modern  Mexico  City 

-  4  Hrs. 

Oct . 

24 

Breakfast  at 
Tour  No.  6  - 

hotel 

Guadalupe  Shrine  & 

Pyramids  -  4  Hrs . 

Oct . 

25 

Breakfast  at  hotel 

Full  day  tour  to  Cuernavaca  and 

Taxco  including  lunch. 

Oct . 

26 

Departure  Transfer. 

Rates  per  person:  $90.00  single  room  -  $75.00  double  room,  based 
on  a  minimum  of  30  Passengers. 


Prices  include:  5  Nights  at  the  Luma  Hotel. 

Breakfast  and  tip  as  indicated. 

Sightseeing  tours  including  entrance  fees 
Transportation  by  exclusive-use,  air  conditioned 
motorcoach,  accompanied  by  English-speaking  guides. 
Departure  transfer  including  baggage  handling  at 
hotel  and  airport. 

Federal  Tax  at  hotel. 

Not  Included:  Tip  to  Guide.  Tip  to  room  maids.  Personal  expenses 

of  any  nature. 


Tour  arranged  by  Jack  Tar  Travel  Agency  thru  American  Express  and 
The  Gray  Line  of  Mexico. 
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Mrs.  Laskey  to  be  among  honored 
guests  at  UN  Church  Center  celebration 


E  W  S 

atiid 

OTES 

THE  NELLIE  P.  KILPATRICK 
Chapel  at  Goodwill  Industries  was 
dedicated  on  Sunday,  Sept.  9. 
Mrs.  Kilpatrick  was  a  leader  in 
Noel  Memorial  Church,  in  Shreve¬ 
port  community  activities  where 
she  served  on  the  Goodwill  In¬ 
dustries  Board,  and  was  a  former 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  before  her  death  in 
a  plane  crash  in  1971. 

SLIDELL’S  MID- HI  YOUTH  held 
a  “Lock-In  Planning  Retreat’’  at 
the  church  on  Saturday,  Sept.  8, 
from  10  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  The  Rev. 
Phil  Woodland  is  their  pastor. 

A  FILM  ON  THE  HOUMAS Indians 
at  Dulac  was  presented  in  the 
Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church 
by  Eva  Wilson  on  Sunday  evening, 
Aug.  26.  She  will  present  the 
same  film  at  the  Amite  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Sept.  16. 

TRINITY  CHURCH,  Alexandria, 
will  observe  “Four  Nights  for 
God’’,  Sept.  16-19.  Guest  preacher 
will  be  the  Rev.  J.  Taylor  Wall, 
pastor  of  Istrouma  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Host  pastor  will  be  the  Rev.  Martin 
Felder. 

“THREE  NIGHTS  FOR  GOD’’ 
will  begin  in  Summer  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  on 
Sunday,  Sept.  23.  Guest  speaker 
will  be  the  Rev.  Kirby  Vining, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Minden.  A  church-wide 
covered  dish  supper  will  be  held 
Monday  evening  preceding  the 
7:30  service.  Host  pastor  will 
be  the  Rev.  Douglas  T.  Williams. 

R.  D.  SHOULDERS,  director  of 
Shreveport’s  Goodwill  Industries, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  Man  gum 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Sunday  morning.  Sept.  2.  The 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser,  pastor,  presided 
at  Holy  Communion. 

DON  WINEINGER  INTERNING 
IN  CALIFORNIA 

The  Rev.  Don  Wineinger,  chap¬ 
lain  at  Glenwood  Hospital  in  West 
Monroe,  will  be  on  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  while  he  pursues  a  trainee- 
ship  and  internship  in  the  field 
of  Marriage  and  Family  Counseling 
at  the  American  Institute  of  Family 
Relations,  and  works  toward  a 
master’s  degree  in  this  field  at 
Chapman  College.  Mrs.  Wineinger 
will  be  working  three  blocks  away 
in  the  office  of  the  director  of 
Frances  DePauw  International 
House.  The  Wineinger’s  mailing 
address  will  be  4952  Sunset  Blvd., 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90027.  The 
Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  a  minister 
from  the  Southwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference  will  serve  as  chaplain  at 
Glenwood  Hospital. 


YOUTH  HOLD 
ECUMENICAL  RETREAT 

Chuck  Carroll,  a  Presbyterian 
seminary  student  in  Jackson, 
Mi  ss.,  and  youth  director  at  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
Mi  ss.,  and  his  wife,  Becky, 
served  as  youth  retreat  leaders 
Aug.  24  and  25  at  St.  Joseph,  La. 
Chuck,  holder  of  a  Black  Belt 
rank  in  karate,  had  conducted  a 
youth  revival  during  February  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  St.  Joseph. 

This  retreat,  headquartered  at 
Lancaster’s  Camp  on  Lake  Bruin, 
was  to  “renew  the  right  spirit 
within  us,  0  Lord.” 

Joining  the  20-25  members  of 
the  St.  Joseph  youth  sharing  group 
were  17  young  people  from  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  and  four  or  five  from 
Newelltxjn. 

The  ecumenical  flavor  of  the 
retreat  was  enhanced  by  the  Meth¬ 
odists  providing  food  Friday 
night,  the  Baptists  Saturday  at 
noon,  and  the  Episcopalians  and 
Presbyterians  on  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning.  Swimming,  skiing,  eating, 
praying  and  sharing  promoted  the 
feeling  of  love  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  ease  of  communication. 

The  Rev.  Fred  St.  Amant  is 
pastor  of  the  St.  Joseph  United 
Methodist  Church. 

t 

THE  ZACHARY  CHURCH  was 
host  to  a  group  of  young  people 
from  the  Denham  Springs  and 
Live  Oak  United  Methodist 
Churches  on  Sunday  evening. 
Sept.  9.  The  guests  provided  the 
worship  service.  Host  pastor  was 
the  Rev.  Robert  Galatas. 

THE  MEN’S  BIBLE  CLASS  con¬ 
ducted  the  evening  worship 
service  in  Broadmoor  Church, 
Shreveport,  Aug.  26.  R.  E.  “Bob” 
Opferkuch  brought  the  message. 
Pete  Gillespie  led  the  singing 
with  Bill  Barnes  at  the  piano.  W. 
D.  Hindman,  president  of  the 
class,  presided.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke 
is  their  pastor. 

THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  Horseshoe 
Drive  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria,  will  have  as  officers 
this  year:  Jack  Vizcarrondo, 

president;  George  Weego,  vice 
president;  and  ■  Jerry  Spencer, 
secretary-treasurer.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  season  will  be  a 
breakfast,  Sunday,  Sept.  16  at 
7:30  o’clock.  The  Rev.  Jack 
Winegeart  is  their  pastor. 

THE  FALL  ROUND-UP  in  First 
Church,  Pineville,  will  feature  a 
talent  show.  Mrs.  Kermit  Cum¬ 
mings  and  Mrs.  Bill  Long  are  co- 
chairman  for  the  event  which  will 
be  held  Monday,  Sept.  17.  The 
Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway  is  pastor. 

MRS.  DWIGHT  COMEAUX  was 
honored  at  St.  Bernard  Church, 
Chalmette,  for  20  years  of  devoted 
service.  Glenn  Mussemann,  Edu¬ 
cation  Commission  chairman,  pre¬ 
sented  herwith  aUnited  Methodist 
emblem  pendant  and  an  orchid 
corsage  at  church  school  promo¬ 
tion  exercises,  Aug.  26.  The 
Rev.  James  0.  Evans  is  her 
pastor. 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Celebra¬ 
tion  of  a  decade  of  service  for  the 
Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations 
(CCUN)  here  is  planned  for  Sunday, 
Sept.  23.  The  principal  speaker  will  be 
Dr.  Richard  Falk,  authority  on  inter¬ 
national  law. 

Owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the 
structure  opposite  the  UN  Headquar¬ 
ters  buildings  has  become  a  symbol  of 
and  a  center  for  the  expression  of 
Christian  concern  for  international 
peace,  justice  and  brotherhood.  It  is 
occupied  and  used  by  numerous  re¬ 
ligious  and  secular  organizations  in 
the  field  of  world  order. 

The  Sept.  23  program,  marking  ten 
years  since  completion  of  the  build¬ 
ing,  will  be  at  3:30  p.m.  Officials  said 
a  number  of  UN  delegations  and  the 
secretariat  have  accepted  invitations 
to  be  represented,  as  well  as  represen¬ 
tatives  of  other  denominations  and 
faiths,  the  city  and  state. 

The  speaker.  Dr.  Falk,  is  professor 
of  international  law  at  Princeton  Uni¬ 
versity.  The  program  will  feature  a 
worship  celebration  led  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  McLean,  associate  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Office  for  the 
UN. 

Presiding  over  the  events  will  be 
Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  of  New  York 
City.  Honored  guests  will  be  several 
persons,  most  of  them  now  retired,  who 
Were  the  “pioneers”  of  the  center’is 
evolvement  and  development.  With 
their  positions  at  the  time  of  CCUN’s 
completion,  they  are: 


P.K.  KORNER 


Adena  Michele  Rowell,  infant  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  A. 
Rowell,  Jr.,  is  shown  with  the  Rev. 
W.  Ralph  Cain,  Ruston  District  super¬ 
intendent,  on  the  day  of  her  baptism, 
Aug.  5.  Her  father  is  pastor  of  the 
Quitman  and  Faith  United  Methodist 
Churches. 

YOUTH  SINGERS  from  First  Church, 
Harrison,  Ark.,  made  a  trip  to  Tallu¬ 
lah,  La.,  the  weekend  of  Aug.  11  and 
12,  to  present  a  program  there  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  home 
church  of  their  director,  Mrs.  Sally 
Jo  Gibson. 

UNITED  METHODISTS  of  Lees- 
ville  participated  in  the  Key  73 
Religious  Census  taken  in  the 
community  on  Sunday,  Sept.  9. 
The  Ministerial  Alliance  sponsored 
the  training  for  about  600  workers 
preceding  the  census.  The  Rev. 
Don  Risinger  is  the  Methodist 
minister  in  Leesville. 


Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke,  bishop  of 
New  York  Area  and  chairman  of  CC¬ 
UN  building  operations  committee; 
Miss  Thelma  Stevens,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
assistant  general  secretary  for  Chris¬ 
tian  social  relations.  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion;  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Maxwell, 
Princeton,  N.  J,,  executive  of  Depart¬ 
ment  of  International  Affairs,  National 
Council  of  Churches;  the  Rev.  Carl 
Soule,  Lady  Lake,  Fla'.,  executive  sec¬ 
retary,  United  Methodist  Office  for 
the  United  Nations;  Mrs.  Margaret 
Bender,  Asheville,  N.  C.,  executive 
secretary,  UMOUN;  Mrs,  Glenn  Las¬ 
key,  Ruston,  La.,  and  Mrs.  J.  Fount 
Tillman,  Lewisburg,  Tenn.,  both  for¬ 
mer  presidents  of  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion;  the  Rev.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  then  and  now  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

t 

CELEBRATION  OF 
THANKSGIVING  AT 
GUEYDAN,  SEPT.  16 

A  Celebration  of  Thanksgiving  for 
75  years  of  Christian  service  in  the 
Gueydan  community  will  be  held  Sun¬ 
day,  Sept.  16  at  Gueydan  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  delivering  the  morning 
message  at  10  o’clock.  A  second  ser¬ 
vice  is  scheduled  for  2  p.m.  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  and  several  for¬ 
mer  pastors  will  appear  on  the  pro¬ 
gram,  according  to  the  Rev.  W.  M. 
Finnin,  pastor. 

In  January,  1898,  the  Rev.  P.  K. 
Knickerbocker  organized  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Gueydan  with  eight  char¬ 
ter  members  represented  by  three  fam¬ 
ilies  —  the  Dosses,  Stahls  and  Schae- 
dels.  The  first  church  building  was 
erected  in  1899-1900,  and  the  first 
parsonage  was  built  in  1904-05. 

In  1927  the  union  of  two  Methodist 
churches  in  Gueydan  took  place.  The 
Gothic  style  church,  education  building 
and  remodeled  parsonage  were  com¬ 
pleted  during  1946-49. 

Thirty-eight  men  have  served  as 
minister  of  the  Gueydan  church  dur¬ 
ing  its  75-year  history,  and  three  men 
from  the  congregation  have  entered 
the  ministry.  They  are  the  late  W.  L. 
Doss,  Jr.  and  E.  V.  Duplantis,  and 
Richard  Hoffpauir,  who  is  serving  in 
his  twelfth  year  as  pastor  of  the  Pales- 
tine-Bethel  Charge  in  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict. 
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DAILflr  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a 

schedule  for  the 

Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 

Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 

to  use  as  a 

regular  guide  for 

use  in  your  homes. 

Sept.  16— Sunday Dcut.  8:2-14 

Sept.  17  . 

. Matt.  6:25-34 

Sept.  18  . 

. Luke  12:22-34 

Sept.  19  . 

. 2  Cor.  2:14-16 

James  2:5 

Sept.  20  . 

. 2  Cor.  5:14-20 

Sept.  21  . 

. PhiL  4:10-20 

Sept.  22  . 

. Ephe.  6:11-18 

James  4:7 

Sept  23— Sun. 

Psalm  102:16-28 
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Members  of  the  newly  organized  Ruth  Circle  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Churchy  New  Orleans,  were  among  guests  at  a  ‘‘New  Member 
Coffee  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  E.  L.  Guin  (standing,  second  from 
left).  WSCS  President  Mrs.  Edward  McDevitt  stands  to  left  of 
hostess,  and  Mrs.  Larry  Brooks,  chairman  of  the  new  circle  is 
seated  at  center.  The  Rev.  Roy  L.  Garrett  is  pastor. 

t 

Constitution  Week,  Sept.  17-23 


September  17-23  is  being  observed 
in  the  United  States  as  Constitution 
Week.  In  announcing  the  observance, 
the  sponsoring  organization,  The 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  states  that  the  week  is  a  “time 
when  all  American  citizens  should 
read,  study  and  evaluate”  the  Consti¬ 
tution. 

The  Constitution  was  written  and 
ratified  in  Philadelphia  and  signed  on 
Sept.  17,  1787.  George  Washington 
presided  over  the  Convention  in  which 
James  Madison  was  the  “principal 
architect”  of  the  document.  Benjamin 


Franklin  has  been  called  “the  Sage” 
of  the  Constitution. 

This  year’s  theme  for  the  national 
organization  is  “They  go  from  strength 
to  strength,  every  one  of  them”  (Psalm 
84.7).  The  organization  also  encour¬ 
ages  persons  to  fly  the  flag  during  Con¬ 
stitution  Week.  The  week  has  been 
proclaimed  by  President  Nixon  as  one 
for  official  observance.  A  spokesman 
■for  the  organization  requests  that 
churches  call  attention  to  this  special 
week  of  observance. 
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Mrs,  Canty  wins 
expense  paid  trip 
to  UMW  Assembly 

Mrs,  Brenda  Jackson  Canty  of 
Baton  Rouge  has  been  selected  as  the 
winner  of  an  all-expense  paid  trip  to 
The  Assembly  of  United  Methodist 
Women  when  it  convenes  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  O.,  Oct.  4-7,  1973. 

The  award  is  made  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  (comprised  of  eight  states 
with  thirteen  conferences),  based  on 
essays  submitted  on  the  theme  of  the 
Assembly,  “Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit.” 

Each  of  the  ten  districts  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  held  its  own 
competition  and  submitted  a  single  es¬ 
say,  the  entry  judged  the  best  was  then 
entered  in  the  jurisdictional  competi¬ 
tion. 

Mrs.  Canty  is  a  member  of  St. 
Mark’s  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  and  represented  her  church  as 
a  delegate  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  when  it  met  in  June  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport.  She 
was  one  of  the  youngest  delegates  at¬ 
tending.  In  her  local  church  she  was 
elected  Mission  Coordinator  for  Sup¬ 
portive  Community. 

Mrs.  Canty  gives  praise  and  credit 
for  her  many  rewarding  experiences  to 
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of  the  new  United  Methodist  Women 
first  organized  for  missionary  service. 
On  a  March  day  of  blustery  winds  and 
driving  rain  in  the  year  1869,  eight 
women  came  together  at  the  Old  Tre- 
mont  Street  Church  in  Boston,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  to  organize  the  first  Wom¬ 
en’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Prior  to  this  date,  in  1863,  the 
Women’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  was  organized.  These  groups 
not  only  organized  in  the  United 
States,  but  each  sent  a  woman  mis¬ 
sionary  overseas,  one  to  India  and  one 
to  China. 

In  1939-40,  five  organized  women’s 
groups  of  three  Methodist  commun¬ 
ions  came  together  to  form  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  (the  last 
for  working  women).  Local  Ladies  Aid 
Societies  also  were  merged  into  these 
groups  in  1939-40.  Later,  in  1968, 
following  a  major  denominational 
merger,  the  Women’s  Society  was 
formed. 

In  1971,  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Missions,  voted 
that  there  should  be  “one  new  inclu¬ 
sive  organization  for  women,  with  a 
new  name”  in  the  church  —  United 
Methodist  Women. 

From  the  very  beginning  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  women’s  organization  was 
mission:  mission  overseas  and  mission 
at  home  in  the  United  States.  The  new 
organization  gives  the  ladies  a  flexible 
structure  to  allow  for  greater  outreach, 
more  training,  more  effective  work 
and  opportunities  for  work. 

Now,  in  Louisiana,  as  has  happened 
and  is  happening  over  the  nation,  the 
statewide  women’s  groups  in  the 
church  will  be  reorganized  into  one 
group,  under  the  new  name  United 
Methodist  Women. 


Churchmen’s  1974  India  Study  Tour 

The  Division  of  World  Peace  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  the  sponsor  of  a  Churchmen’s  Study 
Tour  to  India  from  Jan.  21  to  Feb.  15,  1974.  The  Tour  is  a  recognition 
of  the  importance  of  India  in  the  history  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  in¬ 
ternational  affairs,  and  in  its  commitment  as  a  great  power  in  Asia  to 
religious  and  political  diversity. 

The  leaders  of  the  Tour  will  be  the  Reverend  Carl  and  Mildred 
Soule  from  the  United  States  and  Bishop  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Shaw  of  India. 
Dr.  Soule  was  UN  representative  for  the  Board  of  Christian  Social  Con¬ 
cerns  for  twelve  years  (1960  to  1972),  has  been  a  leader  of  eleven  study 
tours  to  Europe,  Latin  America,  and  Asia,  and  is  now  a  retired  member 
of  the  Detroit  annual  conference  living  in  Florida. 

The  tour  will  include  such  staple  objects  of  interest  as  the  Taj  Mahal 
in  moonlight  and  the  birthplace  of  Buddhism  at  Sarnath.  But  through 
lectures,  discussions,  and  visits  with  persons  in  all  walks  of  life  the  em¬ 
phasis  will  be  upon  the  life  and  work  of  the  Christian  Church,  the  con¬ 
tribution  of  UN  specialized  agencies  (such  as  World  Health,  Food  and 
Agriculture,  and  UNICEF)  to  the  problems  of  India,  the  challenge  of 
poverty,  illiteracy,  and  population  increase,  political  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  India,  the  programs  of  the  Congress  and  other  political 
parties,  and  how  American  churchmen  may  contribute  to  India’s  future 
welfare  as  church  members  and  citizens. 

Bishop  A.  J.  Shaw,  recently  retired  from  the  Delhi  area,  will 
accompany  the  tour  group  during  its  entire  time  in  India.  In  each 
city  there  will  be  an  Indian  leader  or  missionary  who  will  give  the 
group  guidance  and  friendship.  Inquiries  concerning  the  Study 
Tour  should  be  addressed  to  Dr.  Carl  Soule,  c/o  Division  of 
World  Peace,  100  Maryland  Avenue,  N.  E.,  Washington,  D.  Ci 
20002,  or  Post  Office  Box  501,  Lady  Lake  Florida,  32659. 
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Mrs.  Canty 


her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
Jackson,  Sr.,  but  she  is  quick  to  say 
that  her  interest  in  the  Women’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service,  now  United 
Methodist  Women,  was  inspired  and 
motivated  by  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisen- 
tery.  Baton  Rouge,  whom  she  had 
watched  and  admired  in  her  roles  of 
church  leadership. 

She  is  married  to  Ernest  Canty,  Jr. 
Mr.  Canty  is  employed  at  Dow  Chemi¬ 
cals  and  attends  Southern  University, 
majoring  in  Mechanical  Engineering. 
Mrs.  Jackson  received  her  degree  in 
Textile  and  Clothing  at  Southern  Uni¬ 
versity.  She  returned  to  the  University 
this  Fall  to  receive  a  degree  in  Voca¬ 
tional  Home  Economics  Education, 
t 

MRS.  UZZIE  PRICE  THOMPSON 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Lizzie 
Price  Thompson  were  held  recently  at 
Doyline  United  Methodist  Church- 
The  Rev.  H.  W.  Longfellow  officiated, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Paul  Durbin.  In¬ 
terment  was  in  the  Doyline  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Thompson,  born  on  a  planta¬ 
tion  located  on  the  banks  of  Bayou 
Rouge  in  Evergreen,  Avoyelles  Par¬ 
ish,  was  active  throughout  her  youth 
in  the  Evergreen  Methodist  Church, 
where  her  father,  Mr.  Zachary  Taylor 
was  Sunday  School  superintendent  for 
nearly  40  years.  She  had  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  the  only  graduate  from 
Evergreen  High  School  in  1913,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  all  the  rites  of  graduation* 
as  the  only  candidate  for  a  diploma. 

A  graduate  of  Louisiana  State  Nor¬ 
mal  College  at  Natchitoches,  Mrs. 
Thompson  began  her  teaching  career 
at  Sunset,  La.  On  Aug.  22,  1918  she 
married  Clyde  W.  Thompson  of  Doy¬ 
line,  where  the  couple  made  their 
home,  and  where  she  lived  until  her 
recent  death.  She  was  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  Doyline  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service,  and  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  women’s  organization  dur¬ 
ing  several  different  periods.  Service 
to  her  church  included  teaching  a 
church  school  class  for  several  years, 
chairing  the  Christian  education  com¬ 
mittee,  and  membership  on  the  official 
board. 

When  her  husband  died  in  March 
1951  during  his  second  term  as  State 
Representative,  Mrs.  Thompson  was 
appointed  to  serve  the  remainder  of 
his  unexpired  term.  She  served  as  a 
substitute  teacher  in  Doyline  High 
School  during  her  early  married  life, 
and  was  active  in  community  affairs. 

She  is  survived  by  a  son,  Gordon 
Price  Thompson,  a  niece,  Mrs.  Doro¬ 
thy  Gremillion  Smithson,  four  grand¬ 
children,  and  a  great  grandchild. 
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LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  23: 
'Ministers  of  Reconciliation' 


ORIENTATION:  We  are  in  the  first  quarter  the 
1973-74  church  scho(4  year.  The  dieme  for 
this  quarter  (Sept.  2-23)  is  THE  GOSPEL 
ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  in  Unit  #1 
o£  this  quarto*.  The  unit  subject  is  MINISTRY 
OF  RECONCIUATION.  Our  lesson  for  Sept. 
23  is  the  fourth  and  last  in  this  unit  and  is  en¬ 
titled  ‘^Ministers  of  Reconcili^on.’* 

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  2  Corinthians  5:11 
through  6:10. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  In  Christ,  God  was  recon¬ 
ciling  the  wwld  to  himself,  not  coimtii^  tltor 
tre^asses  against  dtem,  ai^  entrusting  to  us 
the  messf^  of  reconc^atkm. — 2  Corinthians 
5:19 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  fuller  :^eciate 
the  fact  that  we  have  been  given  a  ‘^mhustry”: 
that  of  recmiciliation;  to  examine  the  meaning 
of  reconciliation  in  the  l%ht  of  today’s  scrip¬ 
ture;  to  make  a  decision  about  our  mdividii^ 
re^nsU^ty  of  beii^  ministers  of  recrmcilia- 
tion. 

*  *  * 

WHERE  WE  ARE 

So  far  in  this  imit  we  have  seen  the  church  in 
Corinth  divided  in  allegiance  to  Paul,  Apollos  and 
Peter  Oesson  one).  We  reviewed  Paul’s  admonition 
that  only  “the  folly  of  the  cross,”  not  man’s  wisdom, 
was  adequate  to  express  and  convey  the  gift  of  re¬ 
demption  Oesson  two).  We  saw  last  week  (lesson 
three)  the  ultimate  example  of  how  the  sin  of  divi¬ 
sion  affected  even  the  love  feast,  the  communion 
table,  the  very  act  which  should  be  the  symbol  and 
the  means  of  unity  in  the  fellowship  of  Christ. 

Today  we  conclude  this  unit  by  reviewing  what 
is  one  of  the  great  central  fimctions  of  the  Christian 
community;  extending  Christ’s  ministry  of  recon¬ 
ciliation.  As  God  in  Christ  has  reconciled  man  to 
himself,  so  the  Christian  is  called  to  be  Christ’s  am¬ 
bassador,  “God  making  his  (very)  appeal  through 
us!” 

It  is  helpful  to  keep  the  unity  of  this  quarter’s 
three  units  of  study  in  mind.  For  these  first  four 
Sundays  we  have  studied  the  “MINISTRY  of  Recon¬ 
ciliation.”  Next  Sunday  we  begin  a  five-lesson  unit 
on  “The  MESSAGE  of  Reconciliation,”  and  follow¬ 
ing  that  we  conclude  the  quarter  with  a  four-Sunday 

study  on  “The  LIFE  of  Reconciliation.” 

*  *  * 

“MINISTRY  OF  RECONCILIAHON” 

Our  unit  title,  “MINISTRY  OF  RECONCILIA¬ 
TION,”  is  careMy  chosen.  It  will  be  helpful  as  we 
conclude  this  present  series  of  lessons  to  concen¬ 
trate  a  moment  on  the  key  word  “ministry.”  As  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Christ,  we  are  given  —  “entrusted”  wth„ 
says  Paul  —  a  ministry;  the  ministry  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion. 

Christian  ministry  derives  its  nature  directly  from 
the  person  and  work  of  Jesus  C3irist.  All  Clmstian 
ministries  must  be  extensions  of  the  ministry  of 
Christ.  We  must  begin  with  the  intention  and  deed 
of  Jesus. 

Two  words  help  us  to  understand  these.  Jesus 
often  described  himself  as  “sent”  upon  his  mission 
by  the  Father  (Matt.  15;24,  Mark  9;37;  Luke  9;48; 
John  3;  17,  to  mention  four  instances).  In  turn, 
Jesus  “sent”  forth  the  twelve  apostles  and  later  the 
seventy.  “Sent,”  then,  is  one  word  giving  an  insight 
into  the  ministry  of  Jesus.  Another  is  “serve.”  The 
characteristic  of  “serving”  was  strongly  emphasized 
by  Jesus  in  his  ministry.  “I  am  among  you  as  one 
who  serves  (Luke  22:21).  On  several  occasions  in 
his  teachings  he  points  out  that  greatness  in  minis¬ 
try  is  accounted  for,  not  in  any  outward  rank,  but 
in  proportion  to  service.  In  today’s  lesson  we  dis¬ 
cover  that  we  are  “sent  to  serve”  by  witnessing  and 
proclaiming  the  Christian  ministry  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion. 


*  *  * 

MINISTRY:  A  FUNCTION,  NOT  AN  OFnCE 

When  Paul  refers  to  the  ministries  of  the  church, 
he  is  not  thinking  of  an  “office”  to  which  individuals 
are  appointed.  He  has  in  mind  a  function,  a  mission, 
of  the  total  body  of  Christ,  the  church.  The  work  of 
“apostles,  prophets  and  teachers”  (1st  Cor.  12;28) 
is  not  intended  to  refer  to  specific  individuals  ap¬ 
pointed  by  men  to  just  these  tasks.  Rather,  Paul 
sees  these  as  the  variety  of  functions  and  kinds  of 
service  which  all  members  of  the  body  contribute 
to  its  corporate  life  and  which  arise  from  the  di¬ 
verse  operation  of  the  one  Spirit  within  the  body. 

Furthermore,  these  ministries  are  “gifts”  (‘cha¬ 
rismata’  in  Greek  means  ‘grace-gifts’)  of  Christ 
through  the  presence  and  operation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  within  the  church. 

Of  significance  for  our  pu^ose,  then,  is  the 
basic  fact  that  we  are  given  a  minist^.  We  are  sent 
to  serve.  We  are  given  the  ‘grace-gift’  of  fulfilling 

the  role  of  apostle,  prophet  and  teacher. 

*  *  * 

OUR  ULTIMATE  RESPONSIBILITY 

Although  our  scripture  begins  with  2nd  Cor. 
5;  11,  we  must  begin  with  5;  10;  “For  we  must  all 
appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of  C!hrist,  so  that 
each  one  may  receive  good  or  evil,  according  to 
what  he  has  done  in  the  body.”  Only  when  we  con¬ 
sider  this  verse  are  we  ready  to  continue  with  5;  11. 
“Therefore,  knowing  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  we  per¬ 
suade  men  .  .  .” 

John  Stuart  Mill  said  he  could  conceive  of  no 
higher  way  of  living  than  that  a  man  should  so  act 
that  Jesus  Christ  would  approve  of  his  life.  But  Paul 
suggests  an  even  more  exacting  measurement;  “the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ.”  This  phrase  becomes  for 
Paul  a  way  of  expressing  the  fact  that  our  lives  have 
meaning  because  of  our  responsibility  to  God. 

Paul  was  always  conscious  of  the  certainty  of 
final  judgment.  This  was  a  very -strong  element  in 
Christ’s  teaching,  also  (the  parable  of  the  last  judg¬ 
ment  in  Matt,  25  for  example).  Without  ultimate 
responsibility  to  God  our  lives  lose  their  real  pur¬ 
pose.  Someone  has  observed  that  it  is  the  “final  cur¬ 
tain”  that  gives  real  meaning  to  the  drama.  We  are 
here  to  fulfill  God’s  pmpose,  and  it  is  this  fact 
which  gives  “sense”  to  our  lives.  Paul’s  phrase  “the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ”  becomes  for  him  the  way 

of  expressing  this  great  truth  about  man. 

*  *  * 

JUDGMENT  AND  FEAR 

What  about  “judgment”  and  the  “fear  of  the 
Lord”  of  which  Paul  speaks?  God’s  judgment  cer¬ 
tainly  does  not  stem  from  any  wish  to  punish  or 
condemn.  It  is  motivated  by  his  desire  that  man  be 
aware  of  his  sin  and  accept  God’s  reconciling  grace. 

The  “fear  of  the  Lord”  to  which  Paul  refers  is 
not  “terror,”  It  is  “the  wholesome  reverential  awe 
and  respect”  with  which  Paul  would  face  the  Lord 
who  will  judge  him  (Floyd  V.  Filson  in  THE  IN¬ 
TERPRETER’S  BIBLE,  pg.  332).  This  fear  is  not 
that  which  arises  because  of  divine  judgment;  it  is 
the  “awe”  that  comes  from  the  vision  of  God’s  holi¬ 
ness  and  the  inescapable  demands  of  his  righteous¬ 
ness. 

*  *  ^ 

PAUL’S  DEFENSE 

Paul  then  moves  (vs.  12,  13)  to  persuade  his 
readers  of  his  own  sincerity;  “We  are  not  commend¬ 
ing  ourselves  .  .  .”  His  opponents  had  cast  suspicion 
on  his  motives,  and  though  he  has  no  doubt  that  he 
is  vindicated  in  the  sight  of  God,  he  wants  to  demon¬ 
strate  his  sincerity  to  his  Corinthian  friends.  If  Ws 
motives  are  questioned,  he  feels,  his  message  will 
be  weakened.  William  Barclay  in  THE  DAILY 
STUDY  BIBLE  (pg.  232)  says  “A  man’s  message 
will  always  be  heard  in  the  context  of  his  character. 
That  is  why  the  preacher  and  the  teacher  must  ^ 
beyond  suspicion.  We  have  to  avoid,  not  only  evil. 


but  the  very  appearance  of  evil  lest  anything  make 
others  think  less,  not  of  us,  but  of  the  message  we 
bring.” 

*  *  * 

MOTIVE  FOR 

MINISTRY  OF  RECONCIUATION 

Verses  14-16  (chap.  5)  reveal  the  source  of 
power,  the  motivation,  for  the  Christian  nunistry  of 
reconciliation;  “The  very  spring  of  our  action  is  the 
love  of  Christ.  We  look  at  it  like  this;  if  one  died 
for  all  men  then,  in  a  sense,  they  all  died,  and  his 
purpose  in  dying  for  them  is  that  their  lives  should 
now  be  no  longer  for  themselves  but  for  him  who 
died  and  rose  again  for  them”  (J.  B.  Phillips  trans.). 

James  Reid,  in  THE  INTERPRETER’S  BIBLE 
(pg.  334)  points  out  that  when  Paul  speaks  of  “the 
love  of  Christ”  (as  in  v.  14)  or  “the  love  of  God”  he 
nearly  always  means  Christ’s  love  or  God’s  love, 
not  our  own  love  of  Christ  or  of  God.  “Our  love  is 
at  best  a  response  to  that  of  Christ.  It  is  when  we 
forget  ourselves  in  the  contemplation  of  his  love 

for  us  that  love  to  Christ  is  born  and  grows  .  . 

*  *  * 

WHAT  GOD  HAS  DONE 

Although  in  our  previous  lessons  we  have  seen 
Paul  concerned  with  division  among  men  (as  be¬ 
tween  followers  of  Peter,  Apollos,  Paul  and  at  the 
communion  table)  and  with  reconciling  those  di¬ 
visions,  in  today’s  scripture  when  Paul  speaks  of 
reconciliation  he  is  not  thinking  primarily  about 
healing  the  differences  that  separate  persons  from 
one  another.  He  is  concerned  with  the  more  basic 
and  fundamental  reconciliation  needed  between  man 
and  God,  It  is  this  reconciliation  which  enables  man 
to  be  reconciled  to  his  neighbor  and  to  which  the 
Christian  becomes  a  witness  and  for  which  he  be¬ 
comes  an  ambassador. 

*  *  * 

OUR  MINISTRY  OF  RECONCILIATION: 

WE  ARE  AMBASSADORS  OF  CHRIST 

Verses  16  through  21  of  2nd  Cor.  5  contain  one 
of  the  most  significant  statements  penned  by  Paul, 
They  form  the  very  heart  of  today’s  lesson  and  are 
worthy  of  extended  examination  and  discussion  in 
your  class, 

“From  now  on  .  .  .”  God’s  act  in  Christ  creates 
a  new  being  in  which  all  is  changed  and  made  new. 
“All  this  is  from  God  .  .  .”  In  reconciliation  God 
always  takes  the  initiative.  The  waiting  father  runs 
to  welcome  the  prodigal  son  home;  God  is  the 
“hound  of  heaven”  who  seeks  the  lost,  ever  striving 
toward  reconciliation. 

And  we  are  “entrusted”  with  the  message;  made 
ambassadors  of  it  to  the  world.  William  Barclay 
(pgs.  234-36)  has  an  excellent  statement  comparing 
the  role  of  civil  ambassador  with  that  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ambassador.  You  may  wish  to  share  this  pas¬ 
sage  with  your  class. 

“We  beseech  you  .  .  .”  The  phrase  suggests  the 
“style”  of  the  Christian  ambassador.  “The  message 
of  reconciliation  is  always  presented  in  the  spirit  of 
gentleness,”  states  Dr.  Semands  in  the  quarterly. 
What  does  this  say  to  our  style  of  evangelism  and 
other  Christian  ministries? 

In  the  concluding  portion  of  today’s  scripture 
(6;3-10)  Paul  illustrates  that  the  Christian  minister’s 
life  is  a  “hard  but  glorious  one,”  to  use  the  phrase 
with  which  J.  B,  Phillips  introduces  this  passage. 

It  is  the  Christian’s  good  news  that  God  is  the 
author  of  a  means  of  restoring  the  brokenness  of 
man’s  world.  As  persons  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
death  of  Jesus  Christ  and  then  by  his  grace  to  one 
another,  Christians  are  entrusted  with  a  ministry  of 
reconciliation. 

The  question  is;  What  shall  we  do  with  this  gift 

and  with  this  commission? 

*  *  * 

NEXT  WEEK:  “Good  News  for  Sinners” — ^begm* 
ning  new  unit  on  The  Message  of  Reconcilia¬ 
tion. 
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Youth  Council  votes  African  relief 
funds;  speaks  to  social  issues 


New  officers  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  ore 
briefed  by  the  outgoing  chairperson  at  the  council’s  meeting  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  From  left  are:  Clint  Stanovsky  of  Arlington,  Texas,  chair¬ 
person;  Bea  Jones  of  Sumter,  S.C.,  vice  chairperson;  and  Barbe  Spies  of 
North  Syracuse,  N.Y.,who  led  the  group  during  the  past  year.  (RNS  Photo) 

t 

^Youth’s  Role  in  the  Church 
and  Politics’  to  be  studied 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
Concerns  with  agenda  and  life-styles 
yielded  to  concerns  for  the  plight  of 
other  persons  and  world  conditions  as 
the  United  Methodist  Council  on 
Youth  Ministries  met  here  Aug.  22- 
27. 

During  its  six-day  semi-annual  ses¬ 
sion,  the  counsel  struggled  first  with 
a  built-in  handicap  —  17  of  its  32 
members  are  new,  and  about  one-half 
will  be  new  each  year.  This  required 
extensive  orientation  to  the  task  and 
to  the  history  of  why  it  happened  this 
way,  but,  with  little  carry-over  from 
the  past  to  help  or  hinder,  the  group 
began  to  develop  its  own  community 
spirit. 

Although  some  members  had  to 
miss  the  start  of  a  school  term,  age 
did  not  appear  to  be  a  handicap  for  a 
unit  that  represents  the  church’s  12- 
18-year-olds. 

Major  fund  commitments  made  by 
the  council  included  $11,000  for  a 
Third  World/Young  Adult  Consulta¬ 
tion  planned  for  this  fall;  $5,000  to 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  for  aid  to  drought  victims  in  West 
Africa;  $3,200  to  an  Illinois  group 
sponsoring  a  lettuce  and  grape  boycott 
1  in  support  of  the  United  Farm  Work- 
i  ers  Union;  $3,000  to  the  Robeson 
County,  N.  C.,  Church  and  Commun¬ 
ity  Center  summer  “intensive  pres- 
J'  ence”  program  for  work  with  all  ages 
toward  community  change  and  minor- 
:  ity  empowerment. 

Resolutions  approved  by  the  coun- 
•  cil,  with  considerable  debate  but  little 
■  dissent,  included: 

,  •  Backing  the  United  Farm  Work¬ 

ers  Union  by  boycotting  chain  stores 
not  selling  UFW  produce,  picketing, 
and  informing  others  about  the  farm 


workers’  plight  as  “exploited  in  the 
most  inhumane  manner”  with  condi¬ 
tions  of  life  “unnecessarily  hazardous 
and  morally  degrading.” 

•  Charging  the  U.S.  with  interfer¬ 
ing  in  Southeast  Asia  affairs  “since  it 
succeeded  the  European  powers  as  an 
imperialistic,  economically  exploitive 
force,”  and  urging  withdrawal  of 
American  military,  economic  and  poli¬ 
tical  support  of  military  regimes  there, 
“allowing  these  countries  to  develop  as 
they  decide.” 

•  Urging  ,  the  church  to  “be  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  voices  erf  all  Asians  in  the 
church”  and  to  “think  of  Asians  as 
real  women  and  men,”  rather  than  in 
racist  stereotypes. 

•  Because  “war  is  incompatible 
with  the  Gospel  and  spirit  of  Christ, 
(we)  support  those  individuals  who 
conscientiously  oppose  all  war,  and 
particularly  those  persons  who  have 
opposed  the  Indochina  war,  .  .  .  sup¬ 
port  unconditional'  amnesty  for  all 
draft  and  war  resisters.” 

•  Rejecting  “national  policies  of 
enforced  military  service  through  the 
selective  service  system  as  incompati¬ 
ble  with  the  Gospel.” 

•  Urging  Congress  to  legislate  for 
even  distribution  of  oil  supplies  “so 
that  small,  independent  firms  will  be 
able  to  remain  in  business.” 

The  council  also  directed  its  Nash¬ 
ville  and  Washington  staffs  to  encour¬ 
age  local  church  involvement  in  the 
study  programs  of  World  Population 
Year  1974  and  to  gather  data  on  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  investments,  particular¬ 
ly  in  the  context  of  the  Third  World 
movement. 

Next  session  of  the  council  was  set 
to  begin  Dec.  28. 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
The  roles  of  the  church,  and  especially 
of  church  youth,  in  government  and 
politics  will  be  highlighted  and  studied 
Sept.  20-23  when  some  30  United 
Methodist  ‘LAP  educators”  come  here 
for  training. 

LAP  is  the  Legislative  Affairs  Pro¬ 
ject  of  the  church’s  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries,  which  for  several  years  has 
had  a  year-round  team  of  coordinators 
in  the  national  capital.  The  educators 
are  the  youth  assigned  to  the  project 
in  various  annual  conferences. 

This  year’s  seminar,  in  John  Stewart 
Memorial  UM  Church,  will  stress  is¬ 
sues  as  well  as  strategies  and  methods 
for  dealing  with  the  issues,  nationally 
and  regionally.  Workshops  are  sche¬ 


Holy  Spirit,  is  more  than  just  a  re¬ 
vival.  It  is  a  revolution  in  our  day.  It 
is  a  revolution  comparable  in  impor¬ 
tance  with  the  original  Apostolic 
Church  and  with  the  Protestant  Re¬ 
formation”  (John  E.  Sherrill,  They 
Speak  with  Other  Tong;ues). 

We  should  not  be  reticent  about 
telling  about  our  deep  interest  in  a 
movement  of  such  importance,  nor 
should  we  reject  the  persons  who  feel 
it  is  inspired  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Mrs.  Mason  E.  Mitchell 
Conway,  Ark. 
t 

WHAT  ABOUT  THE  OTHER 
GIFTS? 

Dear  Editor:  , 

...  We  must  face  the  fact  that  (the 
charismatic  movement)  has  made  its 
way  into  the  United  Methodist  Church 
.  .  .  (It)  has  crossed  denominational 
barriers  and  is  doing  more  to  bring 
Christians  together  than  anything  man 
could  devise.  (It)  is  strengthening 
Christ’s  chureh  and  a  revival  is  taking 
place  that  will  change  the  world. 

We  (as  United  Methodist  Christians) 
need  to  be  made  aware  of  the  total 
aspect  of  the  charismatic  movement 
.  .  .;  of  all  nine  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  not  waste  all  our  time  fretting  over 
the  gift  of  tongues  .  .  .  What  about  the 
gifts  of  wisdom,  knowledge,  faith,  heal¬ 


duled  on  the  environmental  crisis,  gov¬ 
ernmental  reform,  national  priorities 
and  military  spending,  foreign  policy 
and  “Nixon  doctrine,”  population/- 
ecology.  South  Africa,  Indochina  and 
Latin  America.  Special  presentations 
will  come  from  movements  such  as 
women’s  liberation.  United  Farm 
Workers  and  consumerism. 

Speakers  will  include  David  Harvin, 
Laurinburg,  S.  C.,  a  former  national 
youth  staff  member,  on  “Youth’s  Role 
in  the  Church  and  Politics,”  and  the 
Rev.  John  P.  Adams,  director  of  law, 
justice  and  community  relations  for  the 
church’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
here,  on  “The  Role  of  the  Church  in 
Social  and  Political  Affairs.” 

t 


ing,  miracles,  prophecy,  discernment  of 
spirits,  and  interpretation  of  tongues; 
are  we  ready  to  accept  these?  ...  If 
the  charismatic  movement  is  resulting 
in  Christians  walking  in  the  Spirit,  why 
not  support  it  and  .  .  .  not  criticize  it 
or  knock  it  .  .  . 

Many  of  our  more  fruitful  laymen 
.  .  .  have  been  swept  into  the  charis¬ 
matic  movement  (and)  are  misunder¬ 
stood  by  other  laymen  as  well  as 
clergy  (and)  no  longer  feel  welcome 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
as  a  result  are  leaving  it.  What  is  go¬ 
ing  to  happen  to  our  (church)  if  we 
continue  to  let  this  happen?  .  .  .  Why 
can’t  we  accept  these  people  and  feed 
them  the  spiritual  meat  within  The 
United  Methodist  Church? 

Yes,  there  is  much  more  to  the  cha¬ 
rismatic  movement  that  the  gift  of 
tongues  and  I  pray  that  our  churches 
and  congregations  can  come  to  realize 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  be 
open  to  the  ways  the  Holy  Spirit 
moves. 

Louis  P.  Chrisman 

Wilmore,  Ky. 

P.S.  I  have  been  caught  up  in  the  cha¬ 
rismatic  movement  and  left  my  job 
of  21  years  and  the  security  it  offered 
to  do  God’s  will  and  here  I  am  a  new 
student  at  Asbury  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  and  plan  to  return  to  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  in  three  years. 


Contributions  for  this  column  should 
be  written  briefly  and  bear  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  writer.  What  appears 
here  does  not  necessarily  represent  the 
point  of  view  of  this  publication  and  the 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  withhold, 
edit  for  space,  or  print  contributions. 


MORE  ON  TONGUES 

Dear  Sir: 

I  was  deeply  interested  in  your  edi¬ 
torial  of  August  2nd  regarding  tgngues- 
speaking  and  faith-healing.  I  came  in¬ 
to  a  hot-bed  of  this  when  I  was  visit¬ 
ing  my  daughter  in  Sugarcreek,  Ohio, 
last  Christmas.  They  had  an  interde¬ 
nominational  Prayer  and  Praise  group 
of  those  interested,  and  were  reading 
and  distributing  dozens  of  books  re¬ 
garding  it.  The  authors  of  the  books 
were  from  various  denominations  and 
they  told  about  the  experiences  of 
tongues-speaking  and  faith-healing  by 
Episcopalians,  Methodists,  Baptists, 
Presbyterians,  Disciples  of  Christ, 
Lutherans,  Roman  Catholics,  as  well 
as  Pentecostals. 

They  called  this  experience  not  just 
tongues-speaking  and  faith-healing, 
but  “the  Baptism  of  the  Spirit.”  When 
asked  if  the  Baptism  of  the  Spirit  in¬ 
cluded  tongues-speaking,  they  answer¬ 
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ed,  “Yes,  it  is  all  in  the  package.” 

What  do  they  say  is  the  value  of 
tongues-speaking?  They  say  it  is  a 
form  of  prayer.  It  enables  us  to  praise 
and  adore  God  when  words  fail  us. 
It  gives  us  a  direct  awareness  of  God. 
It  gives  the  one  who  speaks  in  an  un¬ 
known  tongue,  power  that  he  did  not 
have  before. 

'It  seems  to  me  personally,  that 
when  it  happens,  as  it  sometimes  does, 
that  when  the  language  is  spoken, 
fluently  and  correctly,  unknown  by  the 
speaker,  but  understood  by  someone 
present,  who  knows  that  language,  it 
is  an  amazing  miracle,  proving  that 
Jesus  is  still  alive,  and  is  baptizing  in 
the  Spirit. 

Those  having  this  tongues-speaking 
spiritual  baptism,  described  in  these 
books  I  have  read,  include  the  rich 
and  the  poor,  the  educated  and  the  un¬ 
educated.  Dr.  Van  Dusen,  at  one  time 
president  of  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  New  York,  was  interviewed 
by  John  Sherrill,  author  of  one  of  the 
books,  after  Dr.  Van  Dusen  had  just 
completed  a  trip  around  the  world, 
visiting  leaders  of  traditional  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  in  twenty  countries.  Dr. 
Van  Dusen  said  that  “the  Pentecostal 
movement  with  its  emphasis  upon  the 
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aside  as  ‘Ministry  Sunday 


Sept.  16  set 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  In¬ 
dividuals  choose  to  become  ordained 
Christian  ministers  because  of  the 
examples  set  by  their  own  pastors  and 
home  congregations. 

The  importance  of  that  fact  is  the 
central  theme  for  “Ministry  Sunday” 
to  be  observed  in  United  Methodist 
churches  across  the  nation  September 
16.  The  Church’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  is  calling  upon 
all  congregations  to  explore  what  is  re¬ 
quired  to  provide  and  train  ministers  to 
reco^iize  the  importance  of  the  local 
church  in  the  process. 

Expectations  which  local  congrega¬ 
tions  have  of  their  ministers  are  also 
highlighted  for  consideration.  Among 
these  is  the  role  of  a  pastor  as  one  who 
is  in  ministry  “with,”  not  “for”  his 
parishioners. 

In  Ministry  Sunday  material  sent  to 
all  United  Methodist  pastors,  Dr.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  general  secretary, 
writes:  ‘It  is  characteristic  of  United 
Methodists  that  we  have  the  style  of 
doing  ministry  instead  of  defining  it. 
We  give  more  attention  to  the  urgen¬ 
cies  of  the  gospel  and  less  to  the  proto¬ 
cols  of  tradition  than  some  other  con¬ 
fessions.” 


Theology,  he  said,  is  not  left  up  to 
specialists  but  is  the  task  of  the  whole 
church. 

“The  Minister  is  the  last  generalist 
in  a  society  that  has  become  so  overly 
specialized  that  human  services  and 
wholeness  are  difficult  to  find,”  he  said. 
“In  this  sense,  the  ordained  minister 
may  again  become  the  parson  in  the 
community  not  because  he  is  necessar¬ 
ily  the  most  learned  as  in  earlier  times 
but  because  he  is  the  most  whole  in 
his  world  view.” 

t 

LEADERS  OPTlMfSTIC  OVER 
MINISTERIAL  EDUCATION  PUN® 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC^Re- 
porting  significant  increases  in  the 
church-wide  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  (MEF),  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  of¬ 
ficials  here  express  optimism  that  the 
three-year-old  fund  will  more  than  off¬ 
set  projected  drops  in  support  from 
other  church  sources. 

-  World  Service,  the  basic  benevol¬ 
ence  program  of  the  denomination  is 
decreasing  its  support  for  ministerial 
education  and  the  14  theological 
schools  approximately  $1  million  this 


year  and  $300,000  during  each  of  the 
next  three  years.  The  reductions  are 
in  line  with  the  planned  development 
of  the  new  MEF  approved  by  the 
1968  General  Conference  and  launch¬ 
ed  in  1970. 

Dr.  Harold  T.  Porter,  staff  director 
of  the  MEF,  reports  that  $2,396,691 
has  been  received  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1973,  an  increase  of  $197,- 
359  over  the  same  period  last  year. 
Twenty-five  percent  of  the  total  is  re¬ 
tained  for  use  by  annual  conferences 
in  their  programs  of  ministerial  educa¬ 
tion. 

Since  1973  represents  the  first  and 
largest  annual  reduction  in  World 
Service  money  during  the  1973-76 
quadrennium.  Dr.  Porter  says  the  in¬ 
crease  is  extremely  significant.  “Un¬ 
less  MEF  receipts  increase  more  than 
$1  million  this  year  the  school’s  of 
theology  will  actually  receive  less 
money  from  church  sources  than  they 
received  last  year,”  he  said. 

Contributions  to  MEF  since  it  be¬ 
gan  in  1970  have  amounted  to  more 
than  $16V2  million.  The  annual  goal 
for  the  fund  is  $9,666,924. 
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Centenary  College  to  host  Archives 
and  History  Symposium,  Sept.  15 


CONVOCATION  CANCELLED 

The  minorities  convocation  sche¬ 
duled  by  a  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
task  force  or  October  10-12  has  been 
cancelled,  according  to  the  task  force 
chairman.  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr. 

Bishop  Dixon,  resident  bishop  of 
the  Kansas  Area,  reported  that  the  can¬ 
cellation  was  due  to  a  time  lapse  in 
original  purpose.  In  making  the  an¬ 
nouncement  he  said  that  the  task  force 
would  recommend  to  the  Jurisdictional 
Council  on  Ministries  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  new  task  force  to  deal  with 
minority  problems.  The  convocation 
was  originally  scheduled  to  be  held 
at  Mt,  Sequoyah. 

t 

Consultation  on 
Local  Church  TV 
Production  planned 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  A 
Consultation  on  Local  Church  Tele¬ 
vision  Production  which  will  include  a 
pastor  and  lay  person  from  up  to  10 
churches,  is  being  planned  for  Oct. 
23-25. 

Sponsored  by  the  South  Central  and 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Commit¬ 
tees  on  Communications  and  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  consul¬ 
tation  will  focus  on  priorities  for  tele¬ 
vision  production  and  how  they  are 
decided;  equipment  needed  by  the  local 
church;  purchased  telecast  time  versus 
public  service;  audience  analysis;  feed¬ 
back  and  necessary  controls  for  qual¬ 
ity  production. 

According  to  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Mac- 
lin,  director  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  the  two  jurisdictions,  the  consulta¬ 
tion  will  seek  to  answer  the  question: 
What  do  you  think  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  should  be  doing  in  tele¬ 
vision  locally,  regionally  and/ or  nation- 

PAGE  TEN 


United  Methodists  are  invited  to 
participate  in  an  Archives  and  History 
Symposium  at  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  La.  on  Sept.  15,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Walter  N.  Vernon,  chair¬ 
man,  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History. 

The  symposium  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  C.  George  Younkin, 
chief  of  the  Archives  Branch,  Federal 
Records  Center,  at  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 
Dr.  Younkin  is  widely  known  as  an  ex¬ 
pert  in  his  field  and  has  served  as  re¬ 
source  leader  at  several  United  Meth¬ 
odist  workshops. 

The  symposium  will  begin  at  9  a.m. 
and  continue  until  mid-afternoon.  It 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
Seven  regional  consultations  will  be 
sponsored  this  fall  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  for  deans  and/or  aca¬ 
demic  administrative  officers  of  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist-related  colleges  and 
universities.  A  consultation  for  the 
Southwest  Region,  which  includes 
Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Texas  and  Okla- 


ally? 

Location  for  the  consultation  will 
probably  be  New  York  City.  Each 
local  church  team  will  be  invited  to 
share  with  the  group  at  least  one  video 
tape  production  they  have  made  or 
the  detailed  plans  of  projected  produc¬ 
tion. 

Persons  interested  in  the  consulta¬ 
tion  may  write  Mr.  Maclin,  159  Forrest 
Avenue,  N.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30303. 


will  deal  with  several  aspects  of  ar¬ 
chival-historical  concerns,  including 
Oral  History,  Use  of  Archives  for 
Genealogy,  and  the  Interdisciplinary 
use  of  Archives.  Dr.  John  H.  Ness, 
Jr.,  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History, 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.,  will  be  in  at¬ 
tendance  as  a  resource  leader  on 
church  archives. 

There  is  no  charge  for  those  attend¬ 
ing,  but  those  who  expect  to  be  pres¬ 
ent  are  requested  to  report  to  Dr. 
Younkin  at  3501  Quail  Lane,  Arling¬ 
ton,  Tex.  76016  to  enable  the  college 
to  provide  sufficient  food  for  lunch, 
t 


homa,  is  scheduled  to  be  held  in  Dal¬ 
las,  Oct.  2-3. 

Agenda  items  for  the  two-day  con¬ 
sultations  will  include:  services  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Division  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation;  new  directions  for  church-re¬ 
lated  higher  education;  relationship 
with  the  National  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  under  their  cooper¬ 
ative  program  “New  Generations  for 
New  Days”;  the  Association’s  Distin¬ 
guished  Teacher  Award;  current  em¬ 
phases  of  the  Division  on  Internation- 
al-lntercultural  Education;  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  professional  development. 

Leadership  for  each  of  the  consul¬ 
tations  will  include  Dr.  Fred  E.  Har¬ 
ris,  Associate  General  Secretary  for 
the  Division  of  Higher  Education,  and 
Dr.  David  G.  Mobberley,  assistant 
general  secretary  for  the  section  of 
schools,  colleges  and  universities. 


Regional  consultation  for  Church’s 
academic  administrators  announced 


Preacher^  choirs 
sought  for 
Protestant  Hour 

DALLAS,  Tex.  (UMN)  —  Audi¬ 
tions  for  preacher  and  choirs  to  be 
heard  on  the  1975  United  Methodist 
Series  of  the  Protestant  Hour  are  now 
being  held,  according  to  the  chairman 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s 
communication  committee. 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Robertson, 
committee  chairman,  said  the  body 
bad  responsibility  for  selecting  the 
preacher  and  the  choir  for  the  Sept. 
28,  1975-Jan.  4,  1976  series  on  mare 
than  500  radio  stations  across  the  na¬ 
tion. 

“We  are  using  cassette  tape  record¬ 
ings  of  both  preachers  and  choirs  to 
make  our  final  selection  for  the  1975 
series,”  said  Mr.  Robertson. 

Each  annual  conference  coimcil  di¬ 
rector  in  the  jurisdiction  has  been 
asked  to  secure  nominations,  audition 
tapes  and  biographical  data  &om  their 
respective  annual  conferences. 

“Nominations  are  not  limited  to 
these  sources,”  said  Mr.  Robertson. 
“Audition  tapes  of  both  preachers  and 
choirs,  plus  written  biographical  infor¬ 
mation,  from  all  responsible  United 
Metho^st  sources  are  being  epnsidered 
by  the  selection  committee.” 

Nominations  will  close  Oct.  1.  Mail 
nominations  to:  United  Methodist  Ser¬ 
ies  of  the  Protestant  Hour,  2110  North 
Akard  Street,  Dallas,  Texas  75201. 


Twenty-eight  'US-2s 
commissioned 

NEW  YORK  (UMQ  —  A  23-year 
record  of  service  in  Christian  mission 
in  the  U.S.,  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Vir¬ 
gin  Islands  is  being  continued  in  1973, 
as  28  young  men  and  women  begin 
this  fall  their  responsibilities  as  spe¬ 
cial-term  United  Methodist  home  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Like  their  predecessors  since  1951, 
the  new  workers  are  known  as  US-2s, 
because  their  term  of  service  will  be 
two  years  and  will  be  in  the  field  of 
national  missions.  They  will  serve  un¬ 
der  the  National  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  The  US-2s  num¬ 
ber  one  more  than  last  year’s  group. 

Their  commissioning  in  August  at 
the  end  of  a  two-week  training  session 
at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.,  symbolized,  in  a  sense, 
the  beginning  of  the  US-2s’  vocation  in 
mission.  They  left  Kansas  City  to  take 
up  their  new  work  in  a  variety  of  set¬ 
tings  including  urban  ministries,  mis¬ 
sion  schools,  community  centers, 
church-and-community  ministries,  and 
campus  ministries.  Two  will  serve  in 
the  Virgin  Islands;  the  others  through¬ 
out  the  U.S. 

Most  of  the  group  are  1973  college 
graduates.  A  few  come  from  a  back¬ 
ground  of  professional  experience  such 
as  school  teaching,  pastoral  ministry, 
and  social  or  community  work.  In¬ 
cluded  are  21  women  and  seven  men. 
There  arc  two  married  couples.  Most 
arc  United  Methodists,  though  other 
denominations  including  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  are  represented.  Sixteen  states 
arc  represented  in  the  group. 
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The  Maplewood  UMYF  climaxed  on  eventful  summer  with  a 
progressive  supper.  Shown  during  the  concluding  course  at 
the  porsPnage  are:  (left  to  right)  the  Rev.  Tom  Crosby,  pastor, 
Miss  Glenna  Kelley,  UMY  president,  Mrs.  Sue  lies  of  Lake 
Charles,  who  has  served  as  youth  director  the  last  two  sum¬ 
mers,  and  C.  M.  McSwoin,  youth  coordinator.  Mrs.  lies,  a 
teacher  of  children  with  learning  difficluties  during  the  school 
year,  has  led  the  youth  in  a  mid-week  Bible  study  session  each 
week  for  three  months.  Emphasis  during  August  was  focused 
on  M.C.O.R.  (Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief). 
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Children  and  workers  who  participated  in  the  vacation  church 
school  at  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Al  Fleury 
served  as  director. 


THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 


OF  WESLEY’S  ENGLAND 
$499  FROM  SHREVEPORT 


NOVEMBER  19-27,  1973 
FOR  BROCHURE,  WRITE: 


UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR 
P.  0.  BOX  4111 
Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 

or  contact  one  of  these  Tour  leaders: 

Rev.  James  Christie,  411  Sherrouse,  Monroe 

Rev.  Wm.  C.  Blakely,  Rt.  1  Box  360,  Baker 

Kev.  Warren  Blakeman,  401  Ruth,  Sulphur 

Fev.  George  Harkins,  604  Pine,  Springhill 

Rev.  Wm.  R.  Irving,  Box  1143,  Bogalusa 

Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen,  1721  S.  Cartolton,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  jerrv  Means,  Box  2039,  Lafayette 

Rev.  Wm.  E.  Nolan,  5855  Dianne,  Shreveport 

Rev.  Edv;ard  0.  Pickens,  Box  812,  Mansfield 

Rev.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  205  S.  College,  Marionville,  Mo. 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  310  Park  Ave.,  West  Monroe 

Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  311  Hudson  Lane,  Monroe. 


James  Spratley,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashby  Spratley,  Jr.,^  of 
Luling  received  the  Eagle  Scout  Award  in  recent  ceremonies. 
An  active  member  of  the  Luling  Church,  young  Spratley  has 
served  as  counselor  this  summer  at  Salmen  Scout  Reservation 
in  Perkinston,  Miss.,  and  at  Pelican  Boys’  State.  Mr.  Allen 
Brand  is  his  advisor;  the  Rev.  Gilbert  H*  Wade,  Jr.,  his  pastor. 


Live  Oak  churchmen  and  the  “Convicts”  shown  together  fol 


lowing  afternoon  of  softball. 


'Convicts'  even  score  with  church  team 


The  “Convicts”  assigned  to  the 
Louisiana  State  Police  Headquarters 
evened  the  score  by  defeating  the  Live 
Oak  United  Methodist  Church  Yank¬ 
ees  in  a  rematch  softball  game. 

Lt.  Billy  Ott,  a  member  of  the  Live 


Members  of  Elementary  V-VI  at 
St.  Andrew’s  Church,  New 
Orleans,  following  a  field  trip 
to  City  Hall  during  VCS. 


CHURCHES,  SCHOOLS,  CLUBS 

Raise  money  for  your  Christmas 
tree  by  selling  this  beautiful 
piano  recording  -  How  Great 
Thou  Art  and  Silent  Night.  Buy 
one  retail  for  $1.00  and  send  for 
wholesale  list. 

HARRY  CHARLES 
8800  West  Blvd. 
Birmingham,  Alabama  35206 


Oak  church  and  an  employee  at  the 
Louisiana  State  Police  and  the  church 
pastor,  Charles  Strong,  worked  out  the 
details  for  the  initiation  of  such  an 
outing  for  the  “Convicts.”  According 
to  Strong,  “these  men  are  men  that 
have  made  a  mistake  in  life,  but  are 
well  on  the  road  to  being  rehabilitated. 
Our  church  enjoyed  the  outing  with 
these  men  and  would  urge  any  other 
church  looking  for  something  different 
and  exciting  to  invite  the  convicts 
and  the  Angola  Band  to  play  your 
church  a  game  or  two.” 

Proceeds  for  the  two  outings  were 
divided  between  the  teams.  A  portion 
of  the  proceeds  were  used  to  pay  for 
the  uniforms  the  convicts  had  recently 
purchased  with  the  balance  going  to 
an  improvement  fund  started  at  the 
Live  Oak  church  to  help  offset  some 
improvements  on  the  church  and  par¬ 
sonage. 

Anyone  desiring  to  work  up  a  game 
with  the  convicts  can  do  so  by  con¬ 
tacting  either  the  pastor  of  the  Live 
Oak  church,  Charles  Strong,  P.  O.  Box 
138,  Watson,  La.  or  by  calling  Lt. 
Billy  Ott  at  (501)  389-7454. 
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FIBERGLASS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 
•  CROSSES 

•  LIGHTED  SIGNS 

Write  for  free 
color  brochure. 
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No  Better 
Than  Its  Staff 

Though  its  buildings  and  grounds 
may  be  of  high  quality,  and  they 
should  be,  no  church  and  no  church 
agency  will  be  any  better  than  the 
people  who  run  it.  We  need  alive, 
dedicated,  open  minded  people. 
We  need  people  who  are  anxious 
to  conserve  the  values  of  the  past, 
anxious  to  develop  a  meaningful 
program  of  care  for  the  present,  in 
order  that  the  needs  of  the  present 
and  the  future  may  be  met.  We 
need  people  who,  by  their  own 
high  standards  of  manners  and 
morals,  their  warm  and  supportive 
relationships  with  each  other  and 
with  the  children  will  rightly  say 
to  them,  “See,  this  is  what  a 
Christian  should  be  like.”  When 
we  can  build  a  staff  like  this  we 
must  and  we  shall  go  forward. 

This  IS  where  operating  costs, 
the  unseen  foundation  for  pre¬ 
serving  the  values  of  youth,  must 
be  met. 

Cost  of  living  increases  must 
be  met.  Cost  of  people  increases 
must  also  be  met.  This  is,  always, 
more  important  than  buildings. 

Please,  Remember  The  Children’s  Home  on 
Harvest  Day. 
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JESUS  CHRIST  IS  LORD 

He  is  the  same 
Yesterday  —  Today 
And  Always 


MARVIN  McKinney 
by  Mr  .  &  Mrs.  Paul  Dominick,  Jr. 
ERNEST  McKinney 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Dominick,  Jr. 
H.  N. banner 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Dominick,  Jr. 
WALTER  H.  WAFERLING 
by  Mrs  .  Flora  Cardwell 
TOM  E.  CASON 
by  Eloise  Cason 
MRS.  GUY  L.  BRUTON 
by  Mrs  .  Arthur  M .  Baker 
FLETCHER  CRANBERRY 
by  Broadlands  Community  Church 
FELTE  DUFFY 


BE  PREPARED 

Scout  Motto:  yes!  Wise  advise, 
certainly.  Mrs.  Benefield  and 
some  of  her  girls  acted  on  that 
advice.  Especially  i'  'iew  of 
soaring  food  costs  ana  predic¬ 
tions  of  further  rises  to  come, 
roasting  ears  out  of  the  freezer 
will  taste  mighty  good  this  win¬ 
ter. 


by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wingard 
MRS.  MAMIE  SIMS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  G .  W ,  Sims 
LAMAR  TAYLOR 
by  Mr .  8i  Mrs .  G .  W .  Sims 
MRS.  W.  L.  FOLSE 
by  Mrs.  S.  D.  Bennett 
ROBERT  McCAIN 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  M.  Baker 
MRS .  LIZZIE  PRICE  THOMPSON 
by  Mrs .  Annie  L.  Willis  &  Family 
ERNEST  W .  McKlNNE  Y 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Grafton  G.  McKinney 
MRS.  KERWIN  DONALDSON 
by  Mrs .  J .  O .  LaPrairle,  Sr . 

AUBRY  BOYD 

by  Mrs .  Irene  &  Richard  Fuller 
NANCY  NADER 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dan  Donald,  Sr. 

G.  A.  BOYD 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  D.  Stodghill 
JOE  ELLIS 

by  Adm.  &  Mrs.  E.  A.  Barham 
GRACIE  H.  GARRETT 
by  Willie  C.  HoUey 
WALTER  WIFERLING,  SR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Millard  R.  Dear 
MRS.  JOHN  KNOX  NUNN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Young  8i  Family 
LILLA  N.  WYCHE 
by  James  E .  Wyche  III 
CHARLIE  JOHNSTON 
by  Mrs .  Defoe  Richardson 
AUBREY  BOYD 
by  Mr .  Defoe  Richardson 
BRIAN  MARTIN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ford  Stinson  8i  Family 
MITCHELL  GARMANOUS 
•  by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  Ford  Stinson  &  Family 
MRS.  BEADY  COOPER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harvey  Brown 
JOE  ELLIS 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  C .  E .  Shepard 
EUGENE  L.  FARRAR 
by  Arkansas  Camp  Farthest  Out 
MRS.  LIZZIE  THOMPSON 
by  Mrs .  Mary  A .  Klrkley  & 

Alva  Almond 
MARSHALL  W.  PORTER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  John  L.  Sly 
MRS .  MERRILL  LOWREY 
by  Mrs  .  Sue  C.  Harris 
marshall  PORTER 
by  Elizabeth  Lowrey 
MRS.  J.  M.  EDGE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  B.  Edge 
MRS.  H.  L.  McCARY 
byW.S.C.S.,  Ist  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles 


R.  L.  HOLLADAY 
by  Mrs.  T.  E.  Wa^ 

MR. HENRY 

by  Dr.  8i  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Gates 
H.  A.  McCOLLUM 
by  Dr .  &  Mrs .  Donald  W .  Gates 
MRS.  W.  E.  TIMON 
by  Mrs  .  W .  E .  Brock 
MRS .  GRACIE  GARRETT 
by  Mary  Ann  &  Bill  Brown 
ELMO  ROBB 

by  Mary  Ann  and  Bill  Brown 
MRS.  SUDIE  MANGHAM 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  T.  L.  Geneaux 
by  Mrs .  Kate  A .  Gates 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  H.M.  Fowler.  Sr. 
GRACIE  H.  GARRETT 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  H.  M.  Fowler.  Sr. 

DR.  O.  B.  OWENS 
by  "One  Whom  He  Helped" 

JOE  ELLIS 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ned  W.  Mott  and 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Neil  W.  Mott,  Jr. 

MRS.  W.  L.  MANGHAM 
by  Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 

Coushatta  UMC  , 

MRS.  GRACIE  MARSHALL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lowell  Moore 
NANCY  ELIZABETH  NADER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lowell  Moore 
ERNEST  McKinney 
by  Beulah  A.  Thomas  8i  Jewelle  A. 
Jackson 

VIRGINIA  DOIRON 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Leon  Hainebach 
MRS.  GRAOE  GARRETT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 
MRS.  W.  L.  MANGHAM,  SR. 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  A.  J .  Camford 
by  J.  W.,  Jewell  and  Bara  H. 

Fortson 

W.  C.  HUDSON 
by  Guthrie  and  Lucille  Jarrell 
L. W.  FLETCHER 
by  Mrs .  J .  D .  Stagg,  and  Mr .  &  Mrs . 
F.  A.  McCorquodale 
HERBERT  SPENCER 
by  E.  W.  Stinson  Family 
GREG  VARNADO  ANDERSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  A.  Pope  &  Family 
ROBERT  HOWES 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Lucius  D .  McGehee 
dan  CALHOUN 

by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  Lucius  D.  McGehee 
R.  L.  TAYLOR 
by  Mrs  .  S .  G .  Anders 
JOHN  A.  BRUMFIELD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Hamilton  D .  Bickham 
ROBERT  BABINGTON 


Girders  Against 
The  Sky 

Scheduled  for  completion  in 
1974,  the  new  Activities-Craft- 
Recreation  Complex  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home  will  com¬ 
plete  an  almost  entirely  new  plant. 

In  1967  the  new  VAUGHAN  cot¬ 
tage  was  completed.  In  quick 
succession  came  Harman  and 
White.  The  last  of  these  four  new 
buildings,  Everett,  was  completed 
in  1971.  Then  came  the  re-model¬ 
ing  or  renovation  of  the  remaining 
three  residences  for  children, 
James,  Shelley,  and  Sullivan. 

All  This  Was  Done  With  No  Call 
On  The  Churches.  We  only  ask 
that  you  keep  us  operating.  Each 
year  a  significant  amount  for  that 
purpose  has  come  from  our  own 
resources. 

In  the  interim  a  new  house  re¬ 
placed  the  old,  sagging,  irrepar¬ 
able  parsonage  for  the  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

Then  the  foundations  were  laid 
for  this  latest  triumph.  In  1971 
studies  began.  A  trip  was  made 
to  Jackson,  Mississippi.  Their 
facility  was  built  in  1960.  A  trip 
was  made  to  the  Home  in  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas.  Their  facility 
was  built  in  1968.  In  the  spring 
of  1973  our  contracts  were  let. 
We  hope  for  completion  before 
summer,  1974. 

This,  Too,  Will  Be  Done  With¬ 
out  Call  Upon  The  Conference. 
W'e  ask  that  you  keep  us  running. 

Please,  Remember  The  Children’s  Home  on 
Harvest  Day. 


by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Hamilton  D.  Bickham 
W.  C. HUDSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carrell  Dowies 
WM.  A.  MARBURY,  SR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carrell  Dowies 
MRS.  JOY  LIVINGSTON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs,  Myles  Smith 
ODIS  H.  BANKSTON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Reily 
W,  C.  HUDSON 
by  Zelma  &  Shaw  Millikin 
ALLAN  COCHRAN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J ,  Z .  Stutson 
THOMAS  FRITH  GLAZE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joel  P.  Ory 

(To  be  continued) 


SCHOOL  DAYS 

Load  ’em  up;  move  ’em  out! 
Army  express?  No,  school  bus. 
Mr.  Gary  Wilburn,  our  school  bus 
driver  started  doing  just  that, 
first  on  a  complicated  one-half 
day  schedule;  then  all  day,  five 
days  a  week.  The  first  half-day 
over,  they  started  flocking  to 
Mrs.  Ezell  for  school  supplies; 
fees  for  this;  fees  for  that.  We 
hope  the  gasoline  holds  out.  We 
hope  the  money  holds  out. 
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Yesterday  I  received  a  postal  card  from  one  of  the  pastors 
saying,  "Last  Sunday  morning  I  received  five  new  members  by  con¬ 
fession  of  faith.  1  have  been  told  you  like  to  know  about  these  things, 
so  1  am  writing  you  this  on  the  post  card."  That  pastor  is  right.  I 
do  like  to  know  of  such  exciting  and  victorious  things,  and  I  appre¬ 
ciate  his  writing.  Don't  ever  hesitate  to  spread  the  good  news .  God's 
Spirit  is  moving  among  the  churches  and  our  people,  and  the  results 
are  becoming  evident.  When  you  have  a  great  vistory  in  evangelism, 
write  us  about  it.  We  like  to  know. 


Conference  chnrches  receiving 


1000  Club  help  from  1953-’72 


CHURCH 

Southside 

Barksdale 

Trinity 

College  Avenue 

Eastwood 

Broadmoor 

Asbury 

Luling 

St.  Luke’s 

Memorial  (Bastrop) 

Horseshoe  Drive 

Grand  Isle 

Raceland 

St.  Andrew 

St.  Paul 

St,  Luke 

Moss  Bluff 

Aurora  Gardens 

Jefferson 

Metairie 

St.  Mark 

St.  Andrew’s 

St.  Paul 

St.  John 

St.  Luke 

Christ  Church 

St.  James 

Belle  Chasse 

Love  Chapel 

Wesley  (Sulphur) 

Bayou  Vista 
Palestine 
Sarepta 
Corbin 

Houma  Heights 
Asbury 

Trinity,  (to  rebuild) 

Oak  Grove 

Terrytown  (not  yet  built) 

St.  Stephens 

Faith 

Epps 

Port  Barre 
Gonzales 

Methodist  Hospital  Chapel 

Reveille 

Bethel 

Hodge 

Kinder 

District  Calls 

Hughes 

Angola  All  Faiths  Chapel 
St.  James-St.  Paul 
.  Trinity 
Kilbourne 
Thirkield 


DISTRICT 

YEAR 

Monroe 

1953 

Shreveport 

1954 

New  Orleans 

1954 

Natchitoches 

1954 

Lake  Charles 

1955 

Baton  Rouge 

1955 

Lafayette 

1955 

New  Orleans 

1956 

Lake  Charles 

1956 

Monroe 

1957 

Alexandria 

1957 

Lafayette 

1957 

Lafayette 

1957 

New  Orleans 

1958 

Baton  Rouge 

1958 

Shreveport 

1958 

Lake  Charles 

1959 

New  Orleans 

1959 

Baton  Rouge 

1959 

New  Orleans 

1960 

Monroe 

1960 

Monroe 

1960 

Alexandria 

1961 

Baton  Rouge 

1961 

Baton  Rouge 

1961 

Shreveport 

1962 

New  Orleans 

1962 

New  Orleans 

1963 

Shreveport 

1963 

Lake  Charles 

1963 

Lafayette 

1964 

Alexandria 

1964 

Ruston 

1964 

Hammond 

1965 

Lafayette 

1965 

Baton  Rouge 

1966 

New  Orleans 

1966 

Alexandria 

1966 

New  Orleans 

1967 

Shreveport 

1967 

Ruston 

1967 

Monroe 

1968 

Lafayette 

1968 

Hammond 

1968 

New  Orleans 

1969 

Monroe 

1969 

Alexandria 

1969 

Hodge 

1970 

Lake  Charles 

1970 

All  Districts 

1970 

Baton  Rouge 

1971 

Baton  Rouge 

1971 

Monroe 

1971 

Lafayette 

1972 

Monroe 

1972 

Hammond 

1972 

Lthe 

ouisiana 
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A  Service  of  Consecration  at  First  Church,  Minden  on  Aug.  19  marked  the 
formal  opening  of  a  new  Activities  Building  erected  and  furnished  at  a  cost 
of  $337,000.  Ruston  District  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  Ralph  Cain  officiated. 
Occupying  11,740  square  feet  of  floor  space,  the  new  facility  houses  the 
church’s  administrative  and  pastoral  offices,  youth  classrooms,  library,  fel¬ 
lowship  hall,  youth  parlor,  youth  game  room,  and  a  large  kitchen.  A  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Building  was  completed  in  1964.  Plans  call  for  a  third  and  final 
stage  of  construction  with  the  building  of  a  new  sanctuary  at  a  later  time. 
Pastors  are  the  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  senior  minister,  the  Rev.  B.  Paul 
Durbin  and  the  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  associate  ministers. 

t 


Cent 
W  or 

A  Public  Education  Workshop 
sponsored  by  the  Shreveport  Metro¬ 
politan  Ministries  will  be  conducted 
at  the  R.  E.  Smith  Auditorium  at 
Centenary  College  on  Sept.  19,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  James  A.  Graham, 
coordinator  of  Metropolitan  Ministries. 
Resource  persons  for  the  event,  which 
will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.,  will  be  Dr. 
Earl  McKenzie,  superintendent  of  the 
Caddo  Parish  Public  School  system, 
and  Mr.  Leonard  Barnes,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southern  University  at  BatotJ 
Rouge. 

Parents  and  interested  citizens  are 
urged  to  attend  the  workshop  in  order 
to  obtain  facts  about  the  public  school 
program. 

t 

Lafayette  District  to  hold  two 


APPOINTMENTS 

ANNOUNCED 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
announces  the  following  changes 
in  appointments: 

The  Rev.  Douglas  Davis,  for¬ 
merly  of  Indian  Bayou,  has  been 
appointed  to  Jefferson  Church  in 
New  Orleans. 

The  Rev.  Rick  Hebert,  for¬ 
merly  associate  at  First  Church, 
Lafayette,  has  been  appointed  to 
Metairie-St.  John  in  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

The  Rev.  Darrell  Mount,  a 
graduate  of  Duke  Divinity 
School,  has  been  appointed  to 
the  American  Church  in  Brus¬ 
sels,  Belgium. 
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area  Mission  Study  Courses 


Fall  Mission  Study  Courses  for 
Lafayette  District  will  be  held  Wednes¬ 
day,  Sept.  26,  7  p.m.  at  First  Church, 
Houma,  and  Thursday,  Sept.  27,  7 
p.m.  at  First  Church,  Lafayette,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley, 
district  missionary  secretary. 

The  series  will  include  the  following 
studies:  “Why  Missions  Today,” 
“Ecology,”  “Family  Living,”  “Justice, 
Liberation  and  Development.”  The  fol¬ 
lowing  staff  members  will  provide  lead¬ 


ership:  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  the  Rev. 
Rick  Hebert,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Caraway,  and 
Mrs.  Bonita  Davis. 

Participating  churches  are  urged  to 
bring  posters  used  in  advertising  the, 
event  in  their  respective  children,  youtl^ 
and  adult  divisions.  Awards  will  be 
presented  for  first  and  second  place 
in  each  division. 

Host  pastors  are  the  Rev.  A.  Jer¬ 
ome  Cain,  Houma,  and  the  Rev.  Jerry 
A.  Means,  First  Church,  Lafayette. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
The  Louisiana  Conference 
Ministers’  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 
will  not  be  held  this  year.  The 
Conference  Board  of  Evangelism 
will  instead  give  full  cooperation 
to  the  Lafayette  city-wide  “We 
Care  Mission”  to  be  conducted 
from  Sept.  30  through  Oct.  1  and 
2  by  clergymen  from  over  the 
conference.  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  will  be  participating 
and  speaking  to  the  ministers 
during  the  mission.  The  five  Laf¬ 
ayette  United  Methodist  churches 
which  will  be  involved  in  the  sim¬ 
ultaneous  mission  include;  First, 
Asbury,  Ivanhoe,  Davidson  Me¬ 
morial  and  Mallalieu. 
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The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton  (right),  co¬ 
director  ot  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  explained  the  purpose  and 
task  of  the  Council  during  a  Sept.  7 
Monroe  District  Council  meeting  held 
at  First  Church,  Monroe.  Shown  with 
him  are  District  Superintendent  Clyde 
C.  Frazier,  Jr.  (center)  and  Bill 
Buller,  chairman  of  the  council  at 
First  Church,  and  district  chairman. 


Baton  Rouge  District  Mission  Studies  Conference 


Marcus  L.  Burks  (left)  was  chair¬ 
man,  along  with  Mrs.  Burks,  for 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  Fall 
Mission  Study  Conference.  Shown 
with  him  is  the  Rev.  Lamar 
Smith,  pastor  of  University 
Church  which  hosted  the  event. 
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The  Rev.  Mouzon  Biggs,  Jr.,  one 
of  the  ministers  at  First  Church, 
Houston,  Tex.,  will  be  guest 
evangelist  for  revival  services 
to  be  held  Sept.  24-27  at  First 
Church  in  DeRidder.  Daily 
services  are  scheduled  for  12:30 
p.m.  and  7  p.m.  Song  director 
leading  congregational  singing 
will  be  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner, 
pastor  of  Simpson  Church  in 
Lake  Charles.  The  Rev.  W. 
Odell  Simmons  is  pastor  at  De¬ 
Ridder. 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  superintendent  of  Lake 
Charles  District,  led  two  sessions  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  study,  which  was  attended  by 
more  than  200  persons. 


The  Rev.  William  Peeples,  pastor  of  St.  John’s 
Church  and  Baton  Rouge  District  director  of 
Children’s  Work  (center  rear),  provided  leader¬ 
ship  for  a  class  of  17  children  during  the  Sept. 
9  Sunday  afternoon  event. 


Harold  Price,  executive  director  of  Baton 
Rouge  Youth,  Inc.,  shown  leading  class  of  22 
young  persons  at  the  Fall  Mission  Study  Con¬ 
ference. 


Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Pugh  II,  an  attorney,  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  work  area  on  Christian  Social  Con¬ 
cerns  at  University  Church,  led  the  class  on 
"Justice,  Liberation  and  Development." 


Dr.  Robert  Harrington, 
New  Orleans  District 
superintendent  (left)  is 
shown  with  Mr.  Allison 
Randolph,  project  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Louisiana 
Office  of  Project  Equal  ity 
of  Texas,  Louisiana, 
who  spoke  to  a  recent 
meeting  of  New  Orleans 
District  preachers.  Mr. 
Randolph  reported  on 
recently  acquired  com¬ 
mitments  from  three  ma¬ 
jor  Methodist  institutions 
in  Louisiana  —  Dillard 
University,  Flint  Good¬ 
will  Hospital  and  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Cen¬ 
ter,  and  stressed  the 
consultation  service  of¬ 
fered  to  employers  in 
developing  an  affirmative 
action  program. 


New  support  for 
Methodist  Children's  Home 

The  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  has  a  new  source  of  sup¬ 
port.  The  story  is  worth  sharing. 

The  old  Methodist  Church  is 
closed.  People  in  the  community 
cleaned  up  the  cemetery.  She 
wandered  inside  the  church.  An 
old,  faded  Offering  Envelope  for 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
lay  on  the  pew.  She  decided  to 
give  to  the  Home  as  she  could. 
This  is  written  the  day  her  first 
check  came. 

She  is  not  a  Methodist.  She  is 
not  wealthy,  financially.  She 
shares  with  us  riches  beyond 
price.  We  deeply  appreciate  her 
^  support.  Bread  cast  upon  the 
waters  is  returning  to  us,  years 
later. 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See.  “From  Our  Readers”  column.  Page  9) 

THOSE  WHO  HAVE  GIVEN  SO  MUCH 

There  are  phantoms  that  hover  around  every  pulpit  in  our  land.  In 
absentia  they  walk  the  streets  of  every  parish,  they  travel  every  circuit, 
they  pastor  every  charge.  They  are  the  spirits  of  those  who  have  served 
well  their  Lord  and  their  fellowman  as  ministers  in  the  church. 

Many,  many  of  these  have  transferred  to  “the  church  triumphant  in 
heaven”  and  in  this  relationship  are  still  among  us,  a  part  of  our  family 
and  heritage,  surrounding  us  as  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses.  Others  — 
our  retired  ministers  —  are  not  only  a  beloved  part  of  the  fellowship  of 
“the  church  militant  on  earth,”  but  remain  a  vital  part  of  its  Christian 
ministry. 

THE  NEEDS  OF  OUR  RETIRED  MINISTERS 

At  least  two  of  our  conferences  are  giving  special  attention  at  this 
time  to  the  needs  of  our  retired  ministers.  Many  of  these  former  pastors 
(and/or  their  widows  and  dependents)  are  among  a  large  group  of  per 
sons  who  are  victims  of  the  economic  hardships  of  our  time.  They  would 
not  want  to  be  singled  out  as  different  in  this  respect  from  great  numbers 
of  other  retired  persons  who,  on  limited  retirement  incomes,  have  a  hard 
time  making  the  inflated  dollar  meet  even  minimal  needs. 

We  should  be  concerned  about  all  such  groups  of  persons.  But  we 
have  a  special  responsibility  to  be  concerned  about  the  needs  of  our  own 
retired  ministers,  for  we  are  the  ones  to  whom  they  rightly  look  for  their 
due  retirement  benefits. 

Consider  the  circumstances  faced  by  retired  ministers  in  our  three 
conferences.  For  a  minister  who  has  served  the  church  for  40  years  the 
following  current  figures  apply  in  these  conferences: 

Little  Rock  and  North  Arkansas:  h'orty  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  at  a  $61  annuity  rate  provides  an  annual  re¬ 
tirement  of  $2,440  (about  $203  per  month). 

Louisiana:  Forty  years  of  service  at  a  $70  annuity 
rate  provides  an  annual  retirement  of  $2,800 
(about  $233  per  month). 

A  RESPONSIBILITY  TOO  LONG  POSTPONED 

While  a  high  percentage  of  ministers  retiring  during  the  past  twelve 
to  fifteen  years  (approximately)  are  receiving  Social  Security  benefits, 
most  of  those  who  retired  before  this  period  are  not.  Whichever  may  be 
the  case,  we  have  a  long  w'ay  to  go  as  a  church  to  rightly  provide  for  those 
who  have  given  so  much  and  have  received  so  little  materially. 

Our  boards  of  pensions  have  been  diligent  in  pointing  up  these  de¬ 
ficiencies  across  the  years,  but  our  conferences  have  given  priority  to 
other  pressing  needs  and  have  postponed  proper  attention  to  this  vital 
area  of  our  responsibility. 

This  fact  makes  it  even  more  imptjrtant  that  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference’s  Ministers’  Reserve  Pension  Fund,  now  before  our  local  churches 
for  attention  in  their  budgets,  receive  our  heartiest  support.  The  same  is 
true  for  the  program  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Retired  Minister’s 
Homes  Board,  which  renders  a  vital  service  in  providing  retirement  homes 
at  nominal  rental  rates. 

Such  causes  should  not  have  to  be  “sold”  to  United  Methodists.  It 
should  be  enough  that  we  simply  be  reminded  of  the  need. 

Lord  of  the  harvest,  hear 
Thy  needy  servants’  cry; 

Answer  our  faith’s  effectual  prayer. 

And  all  (their)  needs  supply. 

— Charles  Wesley  (Hymn  #339) 

Then,  when  their  work  is  finished  here, 

In  humble  hope  their  charge  resign. 

When  the  chief  Shepherd  shall  appear, 

O  God,  may  they  and  we  be  thine. 

— James  Montgomery  (Hymn  #337) 

J.S.W. 


Change  our  seasons 

I  believe  it  was  Thoreau  who  said  that  the  human  ear  is  far  too  frail 
an  instrument  to  perceive  the  first  faint  footfalls  of  approaching  spring. 
A  true  and  beautiful  statement. 

But  I  think  that  I  heard  with  my  heart  the  other  evening  one,  at 
least,  of  the  first  subtle  approaches  of  fall.  And  it  was  a  lovely  experience. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  and  I  was  at  work  in  the  study  at  home 
when  I  became  conscious  of  the  wind  in  the  oak  tree  just  outside  the 
window.  Nothing  unique  about  this,  I  know.  But  the  sound  was  defin¬ 
itely  not  that  of  a  summer  wind.  It  was  a  fleet,  momentary  gust  that 
rustled  the  green  leaves  on  the  old  oak  and  made  them  sound  almost  as 
if  they  were  dry  and  brown. 

It  didn’t  last  long,  this  sound.  But  the  feeling  did;  a  definite  har¬ 
binger  of  fall,  an  emissary  sent  to  announce  the  changing  of  ^e  seasons. 

And  with  this  brief,  delicious  interruption,  wind  chimes  in  my  head 
were  set  in  melodious  motion.  Suddenly  —  in  quick,  delightful  succession 
—  I  was  in  a  cabin  in  the  mountains  of  western  Arkansas  ...  on  a  high 
mountain  pass  in  the  Colorado  Rockies  ...  on  a  windy  beach  at  night  in 
Oregon  .  .  .on  the  blustery  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  in  Illinois,  a  child. 

How  mysterious,  marvelous  and  magic  are  the  ways  of  man’s  mind! 
And  how  full  of  wonder  is  his  world.  And  how  wise  the  Bible,  that  when 
it  speaks  of  the  spirit  of  God,  the  comparison  is  with  the  wind. 

Blow  over  us,  winds  of  God.  Bathe  us,  refresh 
us,  stir  us. 

And  change  our  seasons:  from  those  of  war  to 
peace;  from  selfishness  to  benevolence;  from  fear  to 
faith;  from  self  to  others;  from  division  to  unity;  from 
estrangement  to  love. 

t 

"Let  me  read  this  one  just  one  more  time" 

At  the  Little  Rock  Conference  Lay  Men’s  Assembly,  former  Con- 
I’ercnee  Lay  Leader  Roland  E.  Shelton  presented  Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Wal¬ 
ton,  the  speaker  of  the  evening,  with  a  most  appropriate  and  gracious 
introduction.  In  responding.  Bishop  Walton  said  he  enjoyed  the  experi¬ 
ence  and  that  it  reminded  him  of  a  story  that  Mrs.  E.  T.  W'ayland  told 
on  Dr.  Wayland,  former  editor  of  THE  METHODIST. 

When  Dr.  Wayland  retired.  Bishop  Walton  related,  friends  from 
over  the  conference  and  from  across  the  church  at  large  sent  letters  of 
appreciation  to  him,  which  letters  were  bound  into  a  volume.  Mrs.  Way- 
land  complained  to  her  husband  that  he  spent  too  much  time  reading 
from  this  book.  His  response:  “Next  to  the  Scriptures  it’s  the  most  satisfy- 
ina  readina  I  can  find.” 


That's  playing  it  real  safe . 

It  should  be  encouraging  to  women’s  libbers  that  the  terminology  of 
the  movement  is  catching  on.  Instead  of  “chairman”  it  is  now  chairperson, 
etc.,  etc.  We  received  in  the  office  this  week  one  more  such  sign.  The 
salutation  of  the  letter  was:  “Dear  Person.” 


One  more  from  the  old  philosopher; 

“Have  you  heard  the  latest  move  by  the  women’s  lib  group?  They’re  in¬ 
sisting  that  our  prayers  now  be  ended  with  “Awomen.” 

— Matt  Locke  Ellis,  y\uaust  4,  A.D.  1973 
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A  Causeway  for  Peace  Building  to  be  sponsored 
by  Church  Women  United,  an  ecumenical  organiza¬ 
tion,  will  begin  Feb.  1,  1974  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  North  American  and  Asian  Christian  wom¬ 
en  together  in  exploring  ways  to  foster  peace.  A  dele¬ 
gation  of  American  women  will  travel  to  Hong  Kong 
and  there  divide  into  four  caravans  —  one  each  to 
Korea,  the  Philippines,  Vietnam  and  Thailand, 
where  women  will  host  the  respective  caravans.  Fol¬ 
lowing  study-action  programs  the  caravans  and 
women  from  the  host  nations  will  meet  in  Japan  on 
Feb.  22  for  a  Consultation  on  Peace  Building. 
CAUSEWAY  ’74  will  have  its  climax  in  Hiroshima 
on  March  1,  the  World  Day  of  Prayer. 

A  “We  Protest”  campaign  launched  in  May  by 
Christian  Herald  magazine  to  determine  its 
readers’  views  on  TV  programming  brought 
such  an  overwhelming  response  the  editors  had 
to  dose  the  project.  They  noted  that  more  than 
160,000  Americans  had  supported  the  maga¬ 
zine’s  protest  “against  the  degrading  misuse 
of  sex  and  the  exploitation  of  violence  on  tele¬ 
vision.  This  makes  it  the  most  massive  expres¬ 
sion  that  Christian  Herald  has  ever  received  on 
a  moral  or  social  issue.”  The  editors  said  “the 
protests  continue  to  arrive,  but  we  think  we 
have  now  made  the  point.”  They  said  results 
of  the  protests  “are  being  brought  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  television  officials,  advertising  agen¬ 
cies,  members  of  Congress  and  to  the  press.” 

“Never,  gentlemen,”  said  Christian  Herald,  address¬ 
ing  itself  to  media  and  advertising  officials,  “under¬ 
estimate  the  purchasing  power  of  those  Americans 
who  represent  the  moral  and  financial  backbone  cf 
this  country.  They  are  men  and  women  who  have  a 
respect  for  their  homes  and  families  that  most  Amer¬ 
icans  once  had.”  “Home,  to  them,  is  not  a  place  to 
sit  down  while  deciding  where  to  go  next.  It  is  not 
up  for  grabs.  It  is  the  center  of  life,  a  place  of  shar¬ 
ing,  a  safe  haven  for  the  family.  Television  programs 
that  come  as  an  intruder  rather  than  as  a  welcome 
guest  do  not  belong  here  and  will  not  be  tolerated.” 

Dr.  David'  W.  Preus,  returning  from  his  first 
World  Council  of  Churches’  meeting  (in  Gen¬ 
eva,  Switzerland),  said:  “It  is  always  a  touchy 
matter  to  determine  the  balance  between  the 
socio-political  and  the  theological  and  liturgi- 
caL”  “It  points  up  for  me  the  necessity  of 
Churches  with  different  geographical  and  po¬ 
litical  settings  being  able  to  sit  together  and 
debate  these  matters,”  said  the  American  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  leader,  adding  that  the  World 
Coun^  does  “a  great  amount  of  work  along 
traditional  lines,  including  evangelism  and  aid 
to  the  needy,”  but  this  has  not  caught  the  pub¬ 
lic  eye  in  the  way  attention  is  given  to  WCC 
actions  on  political  issues. 

Seven  top  leaders  of  Key  73,  in  an  exclusive  inter¬ 
view  with  a  Religious  News  Service  writer,  con¬ 
ceded  that  the  broad-based  evangelistic  drive,  which 
has  the  theme  “Calling  Our  Continent  to  Christ,”  has 
not  developed  as  originally  planned.  But  they  were 
vigorous  in  their  disagreement  over  some  assess¬ 
ments  that  have  labeled  the  effort  a  “failure”  eight 
months  after  formal  launching.  “They  asserted  that 
the  drive  had  produced  a  new  coalition  whose  di¬ 
verse  participants  will  never  go  home  to  old  isola¬ 
tion,”  the  writer  said.  Dr.  Joe  Hale,  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  said  at  least  half  of  the  40,000  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  were  involved  in  some  way  in 
Key  73. 
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The  Canadian  Catholic  Conference  issued  a 
Labor  Day  message  condemning  society’s  “jun¬ 
gle  rule”  and  North  America’s  emphasis  on  buy¬ 
ing  power.  “In  our  society,”  it  saidi,  “buying 
power  has  become  a  widely  accepted  symbol  of 
social  status.  As  a  consequence,  there  is  now 
a  psychological  as  well  as  a  material  gap  be¬ 
tween  the  rich  and  the  poor,  between  those  who 
supposedly  ‘succeed’  and  tl^e  who  supposedly 
‘fail.’  ” 

Britain’s  government  has  rejected  a  new  move  seek¬ 
ing  relief  for  the  Churches  from  the  Value  Added 
Tax  (VAT),  which  was  introduced  when  Britain 
joined  the  European  Common  Market  this  year.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  tax  will  cost  the  Churches  $5 
million  or  more  annually.  VAT  imposes  a  10  per 
cent  charge  on  all  goods  and  services  and  replaces 
the  Purchase  Tax,  which  had  been  imposed  on  goods 
only.  -  .  ,  , 

Cardinal  Francois  Marty  of  Paris  told  15,000 
persons  participating  in  a  religious  pilgrimage 
that  he  hoped  no  country  in  the  world  would 
allow  Danish  film  maker  Jens  Joergen  Thorsen 
to  use  its  territory  to  make  an  erotic  film  about 
Jesus  Christ.  He  expressed  gratitude  to  the 
French  government  for  banning  the  projected 
filming  in  Southern  France.  There  have  been 
hints  that  official  Danish  support  for  the  film 
may  be  withdrawn.  Thorsen  is  said  to  be  con¬ 
sidering  Cuba,  Yugoslavia  and  possibly  North 
Africa  as  locations  for  filming. 

Dedicated  to  “revitalizing  interest  in  Scripture  as 
the  living  word  of  God,”  a  new  feature  entitled  The 
Burning  Word  will  be  launched  in  the  October  is¬ 
sue  of  The  Bible  Today,  a  periodical  published  in 
Collegeville,  Minn.  “I  can’t  imagine  a  more  overdue 
or  unexplored  opportunity  to  immerse  both  leaders 
and  loners  in  a  study  of  the  word  of  God  oriented 
to  integrating  their  real  world  and  the  scriptural 
world,”  said  Father  James  Reese,  of  St.  John’s  Uni¬ 
versity,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.,  who  will  edit  the  feature. 
The  series  title  is  taken  from  the  question  raised  in 
St.  Luke  24:32:  “Were  not  our  hearts  burning  inside 
us  as  He  talked  to  us  and  explained  the  Scriptures 
to  us?” 

Ecumenical  Patriarch  Demetrius  I  uf  Constan¬ 
tinople  (Istanbul),  spiritual  leader  of  world 
Eastern  Orthodoxy,  in  a  message  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  120-member  Central 
Committee,  urged  the  Council  not  to  let  “new 
endeavors”  in  social,  economic  and  political 
fields  overshadow  theological  interests  or  divert 
it  from  its  religious  goals. 

Entering  its  100th  anniversary  year  the  National 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  passed  a  slato 
of  resolutions  aimed  at  “bringing  order  out  of  con¬ 
fusion.”  In  a  resolution  on  education,  the  WC'TU 
urged  school  administrators  and  teachers,  churches 
and  other  agencies  to  “institute  a  stepped-up  nar¬ 
cotics  education  program  based  on  scientific  factsy 
and  emphasizing  prevention  through  total  abstinence 
as  the  only  means  of  eliminating  alcoholism.” 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Hammond,  Ind.  has 
received  a  citation  from  Christian  Life  m^a- 
zine  for  having  America’s  largest  and  fastest 
growing  Sunday  schoed.  It  was  noted  that  the 
church  has  bad  an  increase  of  1,920  in  average 
weekly  Sunday  Scho<d  attendance  during  the 
past  year,  and  that  its  aver^  attendance  is 
now  7,837. 


The  Program  Agency  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  voted  in  Chicago  to  appeal  a  denomination¬ 
al  decision  which  would  cut  its  1974  budget  by  35 
per  cent.  Such  a  reduction  would  endanger  many 
familiar  mission  activities  and  mean  the  total  aban¬ 
donment  of  some,  according  to  the  agency  United 
Presbyterian  contributions  for  1972  reached  an  all- 
time  high  last  year,  but  gifts  for  work  under  the 
Mission  Council  were  down  substantially — a  general 
Uend  among  members  in  mainline  Protestant 
Churches,  of  giving  more  but  making  less  available 
for  national  and  international  operations. 

A  conference  on  death,  bereavement  and  wid¬ 
owhood,  sponsored  by  the  Council  of  Churches 
of  Greater  Washin^on  and  Jewish,  Catholic 
and  other  oiganizations  wUl  be  held  at  George 
Washington  University,  Sept.  22.  Discussion 
will  cover  the  terminal  patient,  the  unexpected 
death,  funeral  customs,  bereavement,  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  being  widowed  and  estate  planning. 
There  are  now  more  than  12  million  widows  in 
this  country,  according  to  a  report  by  the  Nat’l. 
Institute  of  Mental  Health. 

According  to  the  Army  Chief  of  Chaplains,  army 
chaplains  in  Europe,  through  chapel  programs,  were 
helping  young  soldiers  and  their  families  hard-hit 
by  the  dollar  devaluation  long  before  their  plight 
was  brought  to  public  attention  by  news  media. 
Chaplain  (Major  General)  Gerhardt  W.  Hyatt  said 
that  a  “sponsorship  program’’  was  set  up  at  Army 
installations  in  Europe  (especially  in  Germany)  with 
\yives  of  senior  officers  and  non-commissioned  of¬ 
ficers  sponsoring  young  Army  wives  on  a  one-to-one 
basis  soon  after  their  arrival.  The  program  is  being 
conducted  by  “Women  of  the  Chapel”  units  (com¬ 
prised  mainly  of  older  military  wives)  under  super¬ 
vision  of  local  chaplains. 

In  a  message  beamed  over  the  American  Forces' 
Network  to  military  posts  throughout  the  worid. 
Mormon  president  Harold  B.  I^e  told  service¬ 
men  that  those  who  appear  best  able  to  cope 
with  the  challenges  and  conflicts  of  military 
life  are  those  who  habitually  handle  problems 
“through  prayer,  through  reverence,  through 
calling  upon  God,  our  Eternal  Father  for 
strength.  .  .  .” 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Sen.  Harold  E.  Hughes 
(Iowa),  a  United  Methodist  layman,  has  announced 
that  he  will  end  his  political  career  in  late  1974 
to  work  in  Christian  ministries.  Instead  of  seek¬ 
ing  re-election  to  a  second  six-year  term,  the 
51-year-old  legislator  plans  to  work  with  the 
Fellowship  Foundation  of  Washington  and  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  Leadership  on  problems  of 
alcoholism,  narcotics  addictiort,  peace,  justice, 
and  brotherhood.  A  former  governor  of  Iowa, 
Sen.  Hughes  joined  Alcoholics  Anonymous*' in 
1952,  and  has  been  active  in  the  temperance 
movement  since  kicking  the  habit.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Centenary  Choir  trains  for  busy  season 


ABOVE:  Centenary  choir  members  break 

from  rehearsals  to  play  volleyball. 


LEFT:  Denny  Reedy,  choir  president 

directs  a  rehearsal  session  during  recent 
Centenary  Choir  Retreat. 


School  work  at  Centenary  officially 
began  for  most  students  on  Aug.  28, 
but  for  those  who  are  members  of  the 
1973-74  Centenary  Choir,  the  work 
began  on  Aug.  17.  That  was  the  open¬ 
ing  day  of  the  1973  Fall  Choir  Camp. 
This  year’s  camp  was  held  at  the 
SWEPCO  Lodge  on  Wilkes  Lake  just 
outside  of  Jefferson,  Tex. 

Choir  Camp  is  traditional  with  the 
Centenary  Choir.  It  was  begun  by  the 


choir’s  founder  and  former  director 
A.  C.  “Cheesy”  Voran  after  he  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  rush  of  the  school 
year  made  it  difficult  to  get  the  choir 
together  musically  and  socially. 

This  year’s  camp  was  led  by  the 
choir’s  new  director,  Dr.  William  Bal¬ 
lard.  It  was  his  first  Fall  camp  since 
his  appointment  in  August  of  1972. 
He  found  that  the  60  (or  more)  hours 
of  rehearsal  during  the  ten-day  camp 


gave  him  a  running  start  in  preparing 
the  music  for  this  year’s  concerts  and 
television  appearances. 

Choir  camp  is  designed  not  just  for 
learning  music,  but  for  making  new 
friends,  and  getting  relaxed  and  ready 
for  the  pressure  that  is  sure  to  accom¬ 
pany  a  college  education.  Volleyball, 
ping-pong,  and  bull  sessions,  take  up 
most  of  the  time  outside  of  rehearsal. 

This  year’s  choir  has  41  members. 


17  of  which  are  new.  Except  for  one 
from  New  Jersey  and  two  from  Okla¬ 
homa,  all  of  the  members  are  from 
Louisiana,  Texas,  and  Arkansas.  The 
officers  for  this  school  year  are:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Denny  Reed  of  El  Dorado, 
Ark.;  vice-presidents,  Mike  Pilgreen 
of  Rayville  and  Karen  Pulleyn  of 
Pasadena,  Tex.;  secretary,  Shirley  MU- 
ler  of  New  Orleans,  and  treasurer,, 
David  Walker  of  Shreveport, 
t 


Du  lac  Community  Center  Board  Members  Barbara  Gregoire,  Burnelle 
Landry,  Duck  MorceL  Freddie  Douglas,  and  Tom  Dion  plan  Oct,  5  Sea- 
food  Supper. 


Seafood  Supper  at  Dulac,  Oct.  5 


The  Dulac  Community  Center  an¬ 
nounces  a  Seafood  Supper  Friday,  Oct. 
5,  from  5  to  8  p.m.  Proceeds  from  the 
supper  will  go  toward  the  work  of  the 
Lnited  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief,  which  aids  disaster  victims 
throughout  the  world,  and  to  the  Cen¬ 
ter,  which  hopes  to  purchase  a  new 
60-passenger  school  bus. 

The ,  menu  for  the  supper  will  in¬ 
clude  fried  cfish,  jambalaya,  gumbo, 
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shrimp,  spaghetti,  salads  and  vegetab¬ 
les.  Entertainment  will  be  provided  by 
the  Louisiana  Hobbyist,  Inc.,  who  will 
perform  Indian  dances. 

There  will  be  a  game  room  for  chil¬ 
dren.  Tickets  are  $1.50  for  adults  and 
50  cents  for  children,  and  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  at  the  door.  Further  information 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  the  Cen¬ 
ter  at  Bex  100,  Dulac,  La,  70353. 


Mr.  Bill  Mann  (left),  evangelistic  singer  of  Dallas,  Tex., 
recently  led  a  four-day  "Singing  Revival”  at  First  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  with  more  than  2000  persons  attending.  Shown 
with  him  are  the  Rev.  (3eorge  Pearce,  Jr.,  pastor  (center), 
and  Bill  Dimmick,  church  lay  leader.  The  Revival  Com¬ 
mittee  included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Oakley,  Brad  Mayo,  Don 
Allured,  Carolyn  Pullen,  Mrs.  Jim  Richardson,  Mrs.  Bill 
Davis,  the  Chancel  Choir,  Mrs.  Clark  Carter,  pianist,  and 
Mrs.  Jimmy  Dale  Allen,  chairman. 
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JIE  W  S 

loTES 

THE  REV.  J.  TAYLOR  WALL, 
pastor  of  the  Istrouma  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  is  preaching  during 
the  revival  this  week  in  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria,  where  the  Rev.  David 
Felder  is  pastor.  The  Istrouma 
ulpit  was  occupied  on  Sept.  16 
y  the  Rev.  Brady  Forman,  Wesley 
Foundation  director  at  LSU.  Dr. 
Leroy  Hoover  was  in  the  pulpit 
Sept.  9  while  the  Istrouma  pastor 
helped  in  the  “We  Care’’  mission 
in  Jefferson  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

DR.  JOLLY  HARPER  was  the 
evangelist  in  the  Trout  United 
Methodist  Church  the  week  of 
Sept.  9.  In  his  absence,  the  eve¬ 
ning  service  atLouisiana  Memorial 
Church,  Opelousas,  was  led  by 
the  Rev.  Jimmie  Jones,  Port 
Barre  pastor.  The  Trout  minister 
is  the  Rev.  James  W.  Matthews,  Jr. 

THE  YOUTH  NIGHT  service  in 
Southside  Church,  Monroe,  Sept. 
2,  featured  messages  by  Brad 
Newcomer,  Nat  Barnett,  Mark  Smith 
and  Sherry  Stuckey.  Participating 
youth  included  Sue  Pepper,  Lorette 
Stark,  Lisa  Laird,  Cindy  Wilson, 
Richard  Wallace,  Jennifer  Green¬ 
wood,  Steve  Walker,  Jerry  Kelly, 
Ryan  Chappell  and  David  Klick. 
Gene  and  Dean  Boozer  are  youth 
workers  at  Southside.  The  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner  is  pastor. 

A  BIBLE  STUDY  in  Noel  Memorial 
Church,  Shreveport,  will  begin  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  26,  and  continue 
through  Nov.  28.  Dr.  B.  A.  Gal¬ 
loway,  senior  minister,  will  lead 
the  study  of  “Jesus’  Teachings 
on  the  Kingdom.” 


REMEMBER 
The  Children’s  Home 
with  your 

Harvest  Day  Offering 


On  Sept.  2,  James  Anding,  a  lay 
pastor,  was  officially  welcomed  to 
Holly  Springs  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  is  shown  above  with 
three  girls  who  were  baptized  by 
Natchitoches  Di  strict  Superintendent 
Ed  Thomas  at  the  morning  worship. 
They  are  (left  to  right)  Janie  Ware, 
Sheri  Jones  and  Renee  Jones.  Mr, 
Anding  replaces  the  Rev.  Floyd 
McCarty,  who  retired  due  to  poor 
health. 


LAY  SPEAKING  SCHOOL 
AT  HAMMOND 

The  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr., 
of  Colfax  is  leading  the  Hammond 
District  Lay  Speaking  School  which 
is  being  held  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Hammond  for  six 
weeks.  Mr.  Wade  is  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

The  time  and  dates  of  classes 
are  set  for  7:00-9:00  p.m,.  Sept. 
12,  19,  26,  Oct.  3,  10  and  17.  The 
school  is  open  to  lay  leaders, 
board  members,  Sunday  school 
teachers,  or  any  interested  men 
and  women. 

The  Rev.  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Jr. 
is  pastor  of  the  host  church. 

t 

MRS.  GLORIA  BENNETT,  con¬ 
ference  chairman  of  Wesleyan 

Service  Guilds,  was  guest  speak¬ 
er  at  the  Service  of  Celebration 
held  by  United  Methodist  Women 
in  Memorial  Church,  Monroe, 
Sept.  18. 

COACH  DACK  DOLAND  of  the 
McNeese  State  College  Cowboys 
was  the  speaker  for  the  first 

meeting  of  the  season  held  by 
United  Methodist  Men  in  First 

Church,  Lake  Charles,  Wednesday, 
Sept.  19.  Dr.  George  Pearce,  Jr., 
is  the  pastor, 

THE  REV.  KENT  KILBOURNE 
associate  pastor  of  Munholland 
Church,  Metairie,  was  guest 
speaker  in  the  pulpit  of  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  New 

Orleans,  Sept.  16,  while  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady, 
visited  the  75th  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  in  Gueydan,  a  former 
pastorate. 

MISS  BARBARA  SCHILE  was  the 
speaker  for  the  September  meeting 
of  the  XYZ  (^Xtra  Years  of  Zest) 
Club  in  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  She  had  on  display  a  part 
of  her  collection  of  antique  dolls 
and  toys  as  she  talked  about 
“Playthings  of  the  Past.”  The 
Rev.  Henry  Pickett,  associate 
pastor,  gave  the  devotional. 
Lunch  was  served  in  the  gym.  Dr. 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is  senior 
minister  at  First  Church. 

METHODIST  MEN  of  Maplewood 
Church  met  Aug.  28  with  John 
Bergsted,  district  lay  leader  of 
Lake  Charles  District,  as  guest 
speaker. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below 

is  a  schedule  for  the 

Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Sept.  23 — Sunday  Psalm  102:16-28 

Sept.  24 

. Psalm  103:8-22 

Sept.  25 

1  Cor.  1:1-10 

Sept.  26 

1  Cor.  10:1-13 

Sept.  27 

Heb.  1:1-14 

Sept.  28 

. Heb.  6:1-10 

Sept.  29 

. Heb.  9:1-14 

Sept.  30- 

-Sunday  Deut.  28:1-14 

MISS  ELM  A  ASHBY,  missionary 
to  Rhodesia,  is  scheduled  to  speak 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Plaquemine  on  Sunday  evening. 
Sept.  30.  The  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Miller  will  be  host  pastor.  The 
Plaquemine  Church  has  been  a 
contributor  to  Miss  Ashby’s  work. 

GONZALES  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  held  their  Fall  Family 
Picnic  Sunday,  Sept.  16.  The 
picnic,  held  on  the  church  grounds, 
featured  softball,  volleyball,  ping 
pong  and  various  table  games. 
There  was  also  a  fencea  play¬ 
ground  for  the  younger  folk.  The 
Rev.  C.  B.  Humphreys  is  the 
pastor. 

MAPLEWOOD  UNITED  Methodists 
held  a  covered  dish  supper  re¬ 
cently.  Thp  Rev.  Richard  Meek 
of  Westlake  presented  slides  and 
told  of  the  work  done  at  Camp 
Sarah  Linda,  near  Monterrey, 
Mexico,  done  by  the  group  of  UMY 
from  the  Lake  Charles  District, 
whom  he  led  in  a  mission-work 
project  this  summer.  The  Rev. 
Tom  0.  Crosby,  Jr.,  is  the  Maple¬ 
wood  pastor. 

JONESBORO  UNITED  Methodist 
Women  held  their  charter  meeting 
Sept.  10.  The  officers  elected 
were:  Kay  Colvin,  president; 
Barbara  Kroeker,  vice  president; 
Mary  Bess  Salter,  secretary;  and 
Tommy  Dean  Hearne,  treasurer. 
The  Rev.  Dan  Tohline  is  their 
pastor. 

THE  CHOIR  at  Maplewood  United 
Methodist  Church  conducted  the 
service  in  their  church  recently. 
Curtis  Doucet  is  choir  director. 
The  choir  robes  were  dedicated  in 
remembrance  of  J.  Ed  Watkins, 
whose  widow  helped  organize  the 
choir  in  1944.  The  Rev.  Tom  0. 
Crosby,  Jr.,  is  their  pastor. 

BLACKWATER  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  held  an  appreciation  din¬ 
ner  recently  for  its  church  school 
teachers  and  their  families.  Two 
teachers  especially  honored  were 
Totsie  Watts  with  34  years  of 
service  and  Ned  Carpenter  with 
30  years  of  service.  The  Rev. 
William  C.  Blakely  is  their  pastor. 


Chuck  and  Linda  Simmons  (shown 
above)  were  honored  by  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  St.  Andrew,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  for  having  served  as  pastor 
while  his  father-in-law,  the  Rev. 
Roy  C.  Garrett,  was  recovering  from 
open  heart  surgery.  After  several 
months  of  study  in  Switzerland,  they 
will  return  to  Atlanta  for  the  spring 
quarter  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology. 

t 

THE  UMY  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DeRidder,  recently 
took  a  trip  to  Astroworld  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas.  Members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  contributed  to  help 
finance  the  trip  and  to  furnish 
the  transportation.  The  Rev.  W. 
Odell  Simmons  is  their  pastor. 

P.K.  KORNER 

HAROLD  EVANS,  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  James  0.  Evans  of  Chal- 
mette,  recently  received  a  master’s 
degree  from  the  LSU  School  of 
Business.  After  touring  North¬ 
western  Europe,  he  moved  to 
Houston  where  he  will  be  in  train¬ 
ing  .as  a  buyer  for  Foley’s  Depart¬ 
ment  Stores.  Wayne  Evans, 
youngest  of  the  Evans’  three  chil¬ 
dren,  preached  during  the  Sunday 
morning  services  in  St.  Bernard 
Church,  Aug.  26.  He  is  begin¬ 
ning  his  second  year  in  Duke 
Divinity  School.- 


The  Rev.  L.  E.  Milem  (right),  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Church  in  Montgomery, 
La.,  received  and  dedicated  for  use  in  the  sanctuary  a  brass  cross,  os  a 
memorial  gift  from  Mrs.  Vona  Voss  and  Mrs.  Genice  Brown,  both  of  El 
Reno,  Okla.,  sisters  of  the  late  Mrs.  Sam  (Nettie)  Fowler,  a  member  at 
Mt.  Zion  from  1903-1972.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Rayford  Fowler, 
her  son,  as  Mr.  Sam  Fowler  (left,  front)  and  other  members  of  the  farrlily 
looked  on. 
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The  Rev.  Ken  McDowell 
is  host  district  superin¬ 
tendent  at  Lafayette. 


The  Rev.  James  J. 
Caraway  i  s  pa  stor  of  the 
Asbury  Church,  hosting 
Louisiana  women. 


Mrs.  Alan  Kimbrough, 
former  WSCS  president, 
is  general  chairman  of 
arrangements. 


Mrs.  Warren  Trimm  is  the 
first  president  of  United 
Methodist  Women  at 
Asbury. 


Asbury  to  host  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women 


Women's  Assembly 
to  feature 
interest  groups 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  A  “cafe¬ 
teria  menu”  of  65  interest  groups 
ranging  from  “Missions  in  Political 
Ferment”  to  “The  Holy  Spirit  in  Daily 
Life”  is  being  offered  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  attending  their  Assembly 
Oct.  4-7  at  the  Convention  Center  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  About  10,000  are  ex¬ 
pected. 

The  interest  groups  will  comprise 
the  afternoon  program  Oct.  5  and  are' 
designed  as  a  variation  in  the  Assem¬ 
bly  format  of  plenary  sessions.  The  in¬ 
tent,  planners  say,  is  to  give  women  a 
chance  to  individualize  part  of  their 
Assembly  experience  through  choosing 
from  among  the  wide-ranging  interest 
group  options.  Each  registrant  is  asked 
to  pick  six'  groups  she  would  like  to 
attend,  with  the  Assembly  staff  as¬ 
signing  her  to  one  of  the  six,  insofar 
as  possible. 

The  interest  groups  are  clustered 
around  the  four  mission  areas  in  the 
work  and  program  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women.  About  15  groups  are  re¬ 
lated  to  each  area.  The  mission  areas 
and  a  small  sample  of  related  groups: 

Christian  Global  Concerns  —  “Mis¬ 
sion  and  Women  Around  the  World,” 
“Missions  in  Political  Ferment,”  “Giv¬ 
ing  and  Receiving:  The  Role  of  the 
Missionary  Today.”  Chilian  Pers<m- 
hood:  “The  Holy  Spirit  in  Daily  Life,” 
“Personal  Growth  and  Interpersonal 
Relationships,”  “Making  Bible  Study 
Come  Alive.”  Christian  Social  Involve¬ 
ment — “Eliminating  Racism,”  “Abor¬ 
tion  and  the  Supreme  Court  Case,” 
“Corporate  Investments  and  Social 
Responsibility.”  Supportive  Conunun- 
ity_‘‘The  Worth  of  a  Woman,”  “Fel¬ 
lowship:  A  Dynamic  Force,”  “Dealing 
With  Conflict.” 

Among  leaders  and  resource  per¬ 
sons  listed  for  interest  groups  are  mis¬ 
sionaries,  women  legislators  and  theo¬ 
logians,  bishops,  social  activists  and 
church  executives. 

Closing  the  Assembly  will  be  what 
is  believed  perhaps  a  “first”  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  — a  service 
of  Holy  Communion  led  by  ordained 
women  ministers.  To  be  held  on  World 
Communion  Sunday,  Oct.  7  this  year, 
the  event  is  to  be  called  a  “Service  of 
Celebration  and  Communion.” 

The  opening  event  October  4  at  the 
Assembly  will  be  a  drama  highlighting 
the  heritage  and  horizon  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  The  program  is  en¬ 
titled  “Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit,”  the 
Assembly  theme.  Presenting  the  drama 
will  be  Sharon  Bengcr,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Casa  Manana  Playhouse, 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  the  Casa  Man¬ 
ana  Players. 

Mrs.  C.  Clifford  Cummings,  Dixon, 
Ill.,  president  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  will  preside  at  an  Oct.  5  ses¬ 
sion  and  will  give  a  message  of  wel¬ 
come  and  greeting  to  all  at  the  Assem¬ 
bly. 

Assembly  plenary  highlights  include 
an  address  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  A. 
Potter,  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches;  a  Biblical  and 
theological  presentation  on  the  official 
Purpose  of  United  Methodist  Women 
by  Peggy  Billings,  Women’s  Division 
executive,  and  Cynthia  Wedel,  former 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches;  and  a  special  “ecumenical 
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The  first  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Annual 
Meeting  will  be  held  in  Lafayette  at 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Sept.  21  and  22. 

The  site  of  this  first  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  has  grown  out  of  a  dream  of  a 
handful  of  modem  day  pioneers  with 
a  desire  for  a  church  in  their  own 
community.  On  June  5,  1955,  a  group 
of  65  children  and  adults  gathered  at 
the  concession  stand  of  a  drive-in 
theater  for  its  first  session  as  a  Sunday 
School  and  Church.  The  Rev.  R.  R. 
Branton  brought  the  first  message. 

With  the  help  of  the  “1,000  Club,” 
a  building  was  begun  in  September, 
1955.  This  building  was  used  as  a 
sanctuary  and  for  Sunday  School  pur¬ 
poses  until  the  new  sanctuary  was  built 
in  1966. 

Asbury  has  been  known  as  the 
“Church  with  the  Friendly  Heart’’ 
from  its  early  days.  Since  its  begin¬ 
nings,  it  has  had  five  ministers  serv¬ 
ing  the  congregation:  the  Revs.  How¬ 
ard  Hudson,  Byrl  Moreland,  Robert 
McCammon,  George  Ross,  and  pre¬ 
sently,  James  Caraway..  Under  each  of 
the  ministers,  new  programs  have  be¬ 
gun  and  the  church  membership  as 
well  as  the  church  facility,  has  grown. 


Pentecost. 

Responding  to  Dr.  Potter’s  address 
will  be  a  panel  moderated  by  Theressa 
Hoover,  New  York,  top  staff  executive 
for  United  Methodist  Women. 

Major  participants  in  the  “Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Day”  program  will  include  Olive 
(Mrs.  Harold)  Quickel,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
vice-president  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  and  Abigail  McCarthy,  Rom¬ 
an  Catholic  leader  and  a  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  Church  Women  United. 

The  Assembly  is  sponsored  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
Division  is  the  national  policy-making 
body  for  about  1,500,000  members  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  the  new  or¬ 
ganization  succeeding  the  former 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  Since 
transition  from  the  two  organizations 
to  the  single  new  one  must  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  December  31,  planners  say 
they  hope  the  Assembly  will  give  a 
final  push  to  the  process. 

United  Methodist  Womp  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Assembly,  either  in  per¬ 
son  or  vicariously,  through  a  special 
Assembly  Offering.  Those  attending 
will  make  their  gifts  at  the  Commun¬ 
ion  in  Cincinnati.  The  vast  majority  of 


The  membership  has  grown  to  over 

2,000. 

Asbury  is  a  church  of  action.  It 
provides  services  for  its  members  and 
the  outlying  community  in  many  ways 
for  every  age  group.  For  pre-schoolers, 
an  excellent  nursery  school  program  is 
in  effect  during  the  school  year.  This 
past  year  a  Mother’s  Morning  Out 
program  was  successfully  begun.  Also, 
during  the  school  year  a  graded  choir 
program  is  offered  for  children  in  the 
first  through  the  twelfth  grades. 

Asbury  provides  a  multitude  of  ac¬ 
tivities  for  its  young  people.  In  the 
summer.  Youth  Enrichment  is  under¬ 
way  with  classes  ranging  from  swim¬ 
ming  to  arts  and  crafts.  These  classes 
are  offered  to  young  people  from  the 
church  and  also  from  the  community, 
seventh  through  the  twelfth  grades. 

During  the  summer,  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  are  also  actively  involved  by  help¬ 
ing  with  Vacation  Church  School  and 
Project:  Care.  Project:  Care  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  underprivileged  children  us¬ 
ing  the  Vacation  Church  School  for¬ 
mat.  This  is  supplemented  with  break¬ 
fast  and  lunch  (provided  by  the  wom¬ 
en  of  the  church),  an  active  gym  pro¬ 
gram  and  much  love  and  concern. 


members  will  give  through  their  or¬ 
ganizational  channels. 

The  Assembly  Offering  has  been 
designated  by  the  Women’s  Division 
for  “Training  Women  for  Church 
Leadership.”  The  funds  are  to  go  to  a 
variety  of  projects  and  programs  in 
the  U.S.  and  overseas.  Among  them 
are  support  for  ordained  women  (such 
as  theological  education  scholarships), 
leadership  experiences  for  United 
Methodist  Women  including  those 
from  minority  groups,  support  for 
women  related  to  national  missions, 
ecumenical  training  programs  in  re¬ 
gions  with  specialized  needs  such  as 
Indochina,  support  for  involvement  of 
churchwomen  in  societal  change  (such 
as  community  organizing). 

Yet  another  way  in  which  United 
Methodist  Women  throughout  the  na¬ 
tion  will  be  involved  with  their  sisters 
attending  the  Assembly  is  through 
prayer.  An  Intercessory  Prayer  Room 
will  be  open  many  hours  at  the  Con¬ 
vention  Center,  with  a  service  of  in¬ 
tercessory  prayer  to  be  repeated  each 
half-hour.  The  service  was  published 
in  the  July-August  issue  of  response, 
magazine  of  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en;  individuals  and  groups  have  been 
encouraged  to  use  it  during  the  days 
of  the  Assembly. 


The  women  of  Asbury  have  always 
been  an  active  group.  There  has  been 
a  WSCS  and  WSG  since  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  the  church.  There  are  now 
six  morning  circles,  one  afternoon  and 
two  night  groups.  Projects  are  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  the  women’s  program 
at  Asbury.  A  Needy  Nook  is  operated 
to  provide  clothing  to  the  needy.  One 
oh  the  circles  has  the  task  of  repairing 
or  making  clothing  for  the  Needy 
Nook.  Another  circle  began  the  Pan¬ 
try  Shelf  which  provides  food  on  an 
emergency  basis  through  the  generos¬ 
ity  of  the  church  members.  Other  pro¬ 
jects  throughout  Lafayette  are  engaged 
in  by  the  ladies. 

In  the  fall,  a  bazaar  is  held  to  raise 
money  for  several  organizations  in 
Lafayette.  The  whole  church  member¬ 
ship  contributes  handmade  items  to  be 
sold.  Last  year’s  bazaar  which  was 
begun  by  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
netted  a  total  of  $1,000.  Asbury  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  is  certainly  a 
“church  with  a  friendly  heart”  and  a 
“church  of  action.”  Both  of  these  de¬ 
scriptions  will  be  aptly  demonstrated 
this  week  by  the  membership  of  As¬ 
bury  to  the  ladies  attending  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Annual  Meeting, 
t 


Other  features  of  the  Assembly  will 
include  displays,  a  daily  newspaper,  a 
film  room  with  showing  of  relevant 
motion  pictures,  and  attendance  by 
missionaries  (home  and  overseas)  and 
guests  from  other  countries  and  other 
women’s  groups. 

t 

DERIDDER  FIRST  CHURCH 

WOMEN  ELECT  OFFICERS 

The  United  Methodist  Women  in  the 
First  Church  in  DeRidder  have  elected 
officers  for  1974. 

Mrs.  Rosa  McCullough  will  serve 
as  president.  Other  officers  include 
Mrs.  Johnny  Haynes,  vice  president; 
Miss  Marie  Williams,  secretary;  Mrs. 
Normand  Ter^,  treasurer.  Chairper¬ 
son  on  Committee  for  nominations  is 
Mrs.  Clyde  Gehron;  Mission  coordina¬ 
tors  for  Christian  Personhood  and 
Supportive  Community,  Mrs.  Vivian 
Nelson  and  Mrs.  Macon  Rathbum. 

Christian  Social  Involvement  and 
Christian  Global  Concerns,  Mrs.  Odell 
Simmons  and  Mrs.  Jim  Nelson.  Mrs. 
Leon  Dunand,  Jr.  is  secretary  for 
Program  Resources;  Committee  oa 
Membership,  Mrs.  James  Mann,  Sr., 
chairperson;  Mrs.  Carroll  Lambert, 
nursery  coordinator. 
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day”  program  entitled  “From  Babel  to 


LESSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER  30: 
"Good  News  for  Sinners" 


ORIENTATION:  We  are  ki  the  Grst  qu^er  of  flie 
1973-74  Church  School  year.  The  theme  for 
tlus  quarter  (Sept^  Oct.,  Nov.)  is  THE  GOS¬ 
PEL  ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  be- 
ginning  Unit  #2  of  this  quarter.  The  unit  sub¬ 
ject  is  THE  MESSAGE  OF  RECONCILIA¬ 
TION.  Our  lesson  for  Sept.  30  is  the  first  in. 
tlus  unit  of  five  lessons  and  is  entitled  ‘‘Good 
News  for  Snmers.” 

THE  SCRIPTURE:  Romans  1:1  through  2:16. 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  ^ve  a  general 
introduction  to  the  Letter  to  the  Romans,  with 
a  specific  look  at  the  first  eight  chapters;  to 
examine  smne  of  the  basic  words  and  concepts 
Paul  uses  to  convey  the  good  news  (tf  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  sinners;  to  see  that  the  good  news  is  a. 
reconcying  message. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
gO!q>el:  it  is  the  power  of  God  fm*  salvation  tq 

every  one  who  h^  faith.  (Romans  1:16). 

*  *  * 


BEGINNING  A  NEW  UNIT 

During  the  last  four  weeks  we  have  given  our 
attention  to  the  “MINISTRY  of  Reconciliation.” 
We  turn  now  to  consider  “The  MESSAGE  of  Recon¬ 
ciliation.”  Our  ministry  and  our  message  are  intri¬ 
cately  woven  together,  each  dependent  upon  the, 
other.  Reconciliation  —  a  vital  aspect  of  the  total 
ministry  of  the  church  —  remains  the  center  of  at^ 
tention  in  this  study.  Today  we  open  our  minds  and 
hearts  to  see  how  that  message  is  truly  “good  news 
for  sinners.” 

Our  unit  of  five  lessons  is  essentially  a  study  of 
the  first  eight  chapters  of  Romans,  and  sets  forth 
the  basic  content  of  Paul’s  understanding  of  the 
gospel. 

Since  we  are  to  be  giving  so  much  attention  to 
Paul’s  letter  to  the  Romans  for  the  next  five  weeks, 
we  will  spend  a  generous  portion  of  our  time  today 

in  an  introductory  look  at  that  great  letter. 

*  *  * 

THE  GREATEST  AND  MOST  UNIQUE 
LETTER 

It  would  be  difficult  to  overstate  the  influence 
that  Romans  has  had  on  the  Christian  world.  John 
Knox  says  that  the  letter  is  “unquestionably  the 
most  important  theological  book  ever  written  (Inter¬ 
preter’s  Bible,  Vol.  9,  pg.  355).  F.  W.  Beare  states 
that  “the  true  value  of  Romans  to  Christian  theolog- 
ogy  cannot  be  overestimated,  and  it  remains  indis- 
pensible  to  the  understanding  of  most  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  .  .  .”  (The 
Interpreter’s  Bible  Dictionary,  Vol.  4,  pg.  112). 

Romans  is  one  of  thirteen  letters  in  the  New 
Testament  ascribed  to  Paul.  While  most  of  his  let¬ 
ters  abound  in  personal  references  to  individuals  in 
the  various  churches  to  which  he  was  writing,  Rom¬ 
ans  is  void  of  such  personal  touches.  Paul  had  never 
been  to  Rome,  and  his  letter  to  the  community  there 
is  unique  in  that  it’s  content  is  strictly  “theological.” 
In  Romans  Paul  is  “intent  upon  distilling  the  very 
essence  ...  of  his  faith  and  belief’  (William  Bar¬ 
clay,  DAILY  BIBLE  STUDY,  vol.  on  Romans,  pg. 
xxi). 

The  city  of  Rome  represented  to  Paul  a  chal¬ 
lenge  he  could  not  resist.  “I  must  also  see  Rome,” 
was  his  declaration  reported  in  Acts  19:21.  For 
years  he  had  been  haunted  by  thoughts  of  this  capi¬ 
tal  city  of  the  greatest  empire  the  world  had  ever 
seen.  He  must,  some  day,  carry  the  gospel  to  Rome! 

Barclay  has  a  beautiful  statement  concerning 
Paul’s  missionary  vision: 

“It  has  been  said  of  Paul  that  he  was  ‘always 


haunted  by  the  regions  beyond.’  He  never  saw 
a  ship  at  anchor  but  he  wished  to  board  her, 
and  to  carry  the  message  of  the  good  news  to 
the  men  across  the  sea.  He  never  saw  a  range 
of  mountains,  blue  in  the  distance,  but  he 
wished  to  cross  them,  and  to  bring  the  story 
of  the  cross  to  the  men  who  had  never  heard 
it”  (pg.  xxiii-xxiv). 

A  part  of  Paul’s  great  vision  was  that  Rome 
might  someday  serve  as  a  base  city  from  which  to 
carry  the  Gospel  to  Spain.  He  writes  to  the  Romans 
(15:24)  “I  hope  to  see  you  in  passing  as  I  go  to 
Spain,  and  to  be  sped  on  my  journey  by  you  .  .  .” 

It  is  fitting  for  Paul,  as  he  writes  to  the  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Rome,  to  pour  out  for  them  the  very  heart 
and  soul  of  his  belief. 

*  *  * 

THE  HARMFULNESS  OF  WRONG  IDEAS 

Among  Paul’s  purposes  in  writing  to  the  Rom¬ 
ans  was  to  give  them  the  fullest  possible  statement 
of  the  truth  of  the  gospel  in  order  to  guard  them 
against  the  harmfulness  of  wrong  teachings.  Again 
Barclay  is  helpful  here: 

“Paul  had  seen  too  often  what  harm  and  trou¬ 
ble  can  be  caused  by  wrong  ideas,  twisted  no¬ 
tions,  misguided  conceptions  of  Christian  faith 
and  belief.  He  therefore  wished  to  send  ...  a 
letter  which  would  so  build  up  the  structure  of 
their  faith  that,  if  infections  should  ever  come 
to  them,  they  might  have  in  the  true  work  of 
Christian  doctrine  a  powerful  and  effective  de¬ 
fense”  (xxii). 

*  *  * 

THE  OUTLINE  OF  ROMANS 

While  we  are  concerned  in  this  unit  with  just 
the  first  eight  chapters  of  Romans,  our  next  unit 
takes  us  through  chapter  14  of  this  sixteen  chapter 
letter.  Therefore  it  will  be  helpful  to  see  the  book  as 
a  whole  in  the  following  brief  outline: 

I.  Chapters  1-8  deal  with  the  problem  of 
righteousness. 

II.  Chapters  9-11  are  concerned  with  mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  the  Jews,  the  chosen 
people. 

III.  Chapters  12-15  deal  with  practical 
questions  of  life  and  living. 

IV.  Chapter  16  is  a  letter  of  introduction 
for  Phoebe,  and  contains  a  list  of  final 
personal  greetings. 

*  *  * 

GOOD  NEWS  FOR  SINNERS 

The  heart  of  Paul’s  message  concerns  what  God 
has  done  for  man.  In  the  passage  under  considera¬ 
tion  in  today’s  lesson,  there  are  at  least  five  great 
central  ideas  in  his  thought:  righteousness,  salva¬ 
tion,  faith,  justification  and  wrath.  We  can  look 
at  these  only  briefly. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS.  The  general  topic  of  con¬ 
cern  in  the  first  eight  chapters  of  Romans  is  “the 
problem  of  righteousness.”  When  Paul  uses  the  word 
“righteousness,”  he  means  a  right  relationship  with 
God.  The  man  who  is  righteous  “is  the  man  who 
is  in  a  right  relationship  with  God,  and  whose  life 
shows  it”  (Barclay).  The  Jews,  says  Paul,  had  sought 
to  achieve  righteousness  by  observing  each  and  every 
law  of  the  first  five  books  of  the  Old  Testament. 
Paul  had  tried  that  way  himself  and  found  that  it 
ended  in  frustration  and  defeat. 

Paul  found,  rather,  that  the  way  to  righteous¬ 
ness  was  the  way  of  complete  trust  and  “utter  yield- 
edness;”  to  take  God  at  his  word  and  to  throw  one¬ 
self  on  the  mercy  and  love  of  God  —  the  way  of 
faith.  The  whole  thing,  says  Paul,  is  a  matter  of 
grace  and  “all  we  can  do  is  to  accept  in  wondering 
love  and  gratitude  and  trust  what  God  has  done  for 
us”  (Barclay). 

SALVATION.  “For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 


gospel:  it  is  the  power  of  God  for  salvation  to  every 
one  who  has  faith  .  .  (Rom.  1:16).  If  you  have 
access  to  THE  DAILY  STUDY  BIBLE  by  Barclay 
(vol.  on  Romans),  pages  10-12  give  an  excellent 
statement  on  seven  elements  of  Christian  salvation. 
These  are  important  to  “Paul’s  gospel,”  and  vital  to 
our  understanding  of  how  the  gospel  is  good  news 
to  sinners. 

Christian  salvation  is  salvation  from  physical  ill¬ 
ness;  it  is  aimed  at  rescuing  man  in  body  and  soul — 
it  is  not  just  other-worldly.  It  is  salvation  “from  dan¬ 
ger.”  It  makes  a  man  safe  —  not  that  it  shields  him 
from  peril  and  danger,  but  that  it  affords  a  “secur¬ 
ity  of  soul”  which  the  world  cannot  give  nor  take 
away. 

Christian  salvation  is  deliverance  from  “life’s  in¬ 
fection;”  it  is  rescue  from  lostness.  It  is  release  from 
sin;  it  is  delivery  from  the  wrath  of  God  (see  below); 
and  it  is  a  salvation  which  is  “eschatological.”  That 
is  to  say  that  it  is  a  “szdvation  which  finds  its  full 
consummation  beyond  time.  It  will  find  its  full 
meaning  and  fulfillment  in  the  final  triumph  of  Jesus 
Christ  (Barclay,  pg.  12), 

FAITH.  “For  in  it  the  righteousness  of  God  is 
revealed  through  faith  for  faith;  as  it  is  written,  ‘He 
who  through  faith  is  righteous  shall  live.’  ”  (Rom. 
1:17).  “Faith”  is  a  rich  and  powerful  word  in  Paul’s 
usage.  He  utilizes  it  to  express  loyalty  and  fidelity, 
belief,  “religion”  (as  in  “the  faith”),  indestructible 
hope,  and  total  acceptance  and  absolute  trust.  Faith 
according  to  Paul  means  “betting  your  life  that  there 
is  a  God,”  Faith  begins  with  receptivity,  goes  on  to 
mental  assent  and  ends  in  total  surrender. 

JUSTIFICATION.  “Justification”  does  not  mean 
that  God  finds  reason  to  prove  that  a  sinner  was 
right  in  a  wrong  deed.  It  means  that  “God  treats  the 
sinner  as  if  he  had  not  been  a  sinner  at  all.  Instead 
of  treating  the  sinner  as  a  criminal  to  be  obliterated 
God  treats  him  as  a  child  to  be  loved”  (Barclay,  pg. 
13). 

WRATH.  “For  the  wrath  of  God  is  being  re¬ 
vealed  from  heaven  .  .  .”  (Rom,  1:18).  Here  is  a 
difficult  phrase.  It  has  been  suggested  that  “because 
God  is  God,  because  God  is  characteristically  holy, 
he  cannot  tolerate  sin,  and  the  wrath  of  God  is  God’s 
‘annihilating  reaction’  against  sin.”  A  strange  thing 
is  that  while  Paul  speaks  frequently  of  the  wrath 
of  God,  he  never  speaks  of  God  as  being  angry.  He 
speaks  of  “the  wrath”  as  though  this  were  an  im¬ 
personal  force  at  work  in  the  world.  Paul  seems  to 
be  saying  that  the  force  of  the  “moral  order”  in  the 

world  is  the  way  the  “wrath  of  God”  is  operative. 

*  *  * 

WHEN  MAN  FORGETS  GOD 

From  1:26-32  Paul  depicts  the  degeneration 
which  follows  when  man  leaves  God  out  of  his 
reckoning.  It  was  an  age  of  unparalled  immorality 
and  degeneracy. 

The  good  news  behind  it  all,  for  all  sinners,  is 
that  into  man’s  dilemma  comes  the  love  of  God, 
through  which  by  an  act  of  free  grace,  man  is  lifted 
from  the  consequences  of  sin  and  saved  from  “the 
wrath.”  There  is  good  news  for  sinners  in  what  God 
has  done  for  man. 

*  *  * 


NEXT  WEEK:  “LAW  AND  GOSPEL”— Romans 
2:17-3:31. 
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persons  in  mission 


‘Missionaries  to  Us’ 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  One  missionary  is  a 
community  center  director,  two  are  on  local  church 
staffs,  one  is  a  member  of  an  annual  conference 
staff,  yet  another  serves  in  varied  mission  assign¬ 
ments. 

Unusual  for  missionaries  to  be  doing  such  work? 
No.  Except  that  in  these  cases  the  missionaries  are 
not  Americans  serving  in  other  countries,  in  the  150- 
year  tradition  of  missionary  sending  and  receivings 
They  are  “missionaries  to  us,”  overseas  churchper- 
sons  working  with  United  Methodists  and  others  in 
the  U.S.  in  a  kind  of  reversal  of  roles  as  to  who  is 
the  “foreign  missionary”  and  who  is  the  “receiving 
church.” 

There  are  undoubtedly  others,  but  these  five  at 
least  are  helping  to  give  in-person  reality  to  the 
often-used  phrase  of  mission  strategists  in  recent 
yeairs  —  “mission  to  six  continents.”  Under  that 
concept,  “foreign  missionaries”  are  sent  not  just  from 
the  West  to  the  Third  World  but  from  Asia,  Africa 
and  Latin  America  to  the  U.S.  and  Europe.  The 
concept  is  not  entirely  new,  but  some  directions  and 
dimensions  are. 

Indications  are  that  the  idea  is  being  realized — 
though  perhaps  only  in  the  beginning  stage — through 
the  sending  and/or  serving  of  overseas  churchper- 
sons  such  as  these  as  missionaries.  The  five  are  from 
Japan,  Indonesia,  Mexico  and  India.  In  the-  U.S., 
United  Methodism  is  the  receiving  church,  or  among 
receiving  churches  and  church  agencies.  One  of  the 
five  told  an  American  church  audience  recently 
about  the  novel  fact  of  a  Third  World  missionary 
“in  your  midst.  Who  could  have  thought  or  con¬ 
ceived  such  an  idea  a  few  years  ago?” 

So  far  as  is  known,  the  Methodist  church  to 
sponsor  most  recently  a  missionary  in  the  U.S.  is 
the  autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico.  The 
Rev.  Horacio  M.  Rios  has  been  designated  a  mis¬ 
sionary  of  the  Mexico  church  to  work  with  United 
Methodists.  He  is  scheduled  to  be  commissioned 
next  December  as  part  of  the  climax  of  the  centen¬ 
nial  observance  of  Methodism  in  Mexico. 

Plans  call  for  Mexico’s  Alejandro  Ruiz  and  Los 
Angeles  Area  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden  to  officiate 
in  a  commissioning  service  at  the  historic  Gante 
Methodist  Church  in  Mexico  City.  Mr.  Rios  is  exe¬ 
cutive  director  of  Wesley  Community  Center  (Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist)  in  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Though  he  is  the  first  missionary  of  the  Mexican 
church  to  the  U.S.,  he  is  not  the  first  Methodist 
overseas  missionary  from  Mexico.  A  husband-and- 
wife,  minister-doctor  team  is  serving  in  Ecuador  un¬ 


der  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist  Churchc'  of  Latin 
America. 

Perhaps  the  most  developed  program  is  that  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  of  Japan  (Kyodan), 
which  in  two  years  has  sent  at  least  two  ministers 
to  serve  as  missionaries  related  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Kyodan  missionaries  also  serve  in  re¬ 
lation  to  other  U.  S.  churches.  The  program  in¬ 
volves  the  Kyodan,  United  Methodism’s  Advisory 
Committee  on  Asian-American  Ministries,  the  World 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
the  churches  and  annual  conferences  where  the 
Japanese  missionaries  serve.  The  workers  are  sent 
by  the  mission  agency  of  the  Kyodan,  just  as  U.S. 
missionaries  are  sent  overseas  by  the  World  Division. 

The  first  missionary  to  come  under  the  arrange¬ 
ment  was  the  Rev.  Akio  Tsukamoto,  who  in  1971 
joined  the  staff  of  Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Arvada,  Colo.  He  and  a  second  missionary, 
the  Rev.  Jun  Ehara,  serving  at  the  West  Los  Angeles 
(Calif.)  United  Methodist  Church,  work,  among 
other  things,  with  recent  immigrants  from  Japan  and 
other  Japanese-speaking  persons. 

The  Kyodan  has  had  an  active  overseas  mis¬ 
sionary  outreach  in  recent  years,  with  workers  serv¬ 
ing  in  Bolivia,  Nepal,  Thailand,  the  U.  S.  and  other 
countries. 

A  different  style  and  relationship  is  seen  in  the 
ministry  in  the  U.  S.  of  the  Rev.  Satish  Gyan  of  In¬ 
dia  and  the  Rev.  Ginting  Suka  of  Sumatra,  Indones¬ 
ia. 

United  Methodists  in  Indiana,  especially  the 
South  Indiana  Conference,  consider  Mr.  Gyan  “a 
missionary  to  us,”  said  Newman  Cryer,  director  of 
communications  for  the  Indiana  Area.  Mr.  Cyan 
also  sees  himself  in  the  role  of  a  missionary  from. 
India  and  other  parts  of  the  Third  World. 

The  young  minister  functions  as  a  member  of 
the  South  Indiana  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  staff,  his  primary  assignment  being  to  interpret 
Third  World  concerns  and  perspectives.  This  he  does 
by  speaking  in  local  churches,  at  district  meetings 
and  elsewhere,  in  dialogue  with  groups,  and  in  other 
ways.  He  is  on  a  year’s  assignment.  A  former  pastor 
and  youth  center  director  in  India,  Mr.  Gyan  came 
to  his  ministry  role  from  study  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Gyan  is  believed  to  be  perhaps  the  first 
person  to  serve  on  a  United  Methodist  conference 
staff  in  a  Third  World  missionary  capacity.  At  the 
recent  session  of  the  Conference,  he  gave  some  rea¬ 
sons  for  accepting  the  invitation  to  serve: 


“I  have  been  receiving  missionaries,  and  here 
was  an  offer  to  reciprocate.  I  have  been  both  critical 
and  appreciative  of  missionary  work  in  India.  Here 
was  an  opportunity  to  place  myself  in  the  same 
position,  and  experience  what  it  means  to  be  a  mis¬ 
sionary,  to  experience  his  achievements  and  failures. 
There  was  the  challenge  to  raise  Third  World  issues 
and  interpret  the  meaning  of  being  a  church  in  de¬ 
veloping  countries.” 

Yet  another  variation  on  the  “reverse  mission¬ 
ary”  role  is  to  be  found  in  Mr.  Suka,  a  former 
moderator  of  the  Karo  Batak  Church  in  Sumatra, 
Indonesia,  a  church  with  which  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Indonesia  and  the  World  Division  have 
relationships. 

Mr.  Suka  is  on  an  approximately  two-year  as¬ 
signment  as  a  missionary  sent  to  America  by  the  In¬ 
donesian  Council  of  Churches.  The  receiving  agen¬ 
cies  in  the  U.  S.  are  the  Division  of  Overseas  Minis¬ 
tries  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Joint  Strategy  and  Action  Committee  (JSAC).  His 
varied  work  has  taken  him  to  the  Missionary  Orien¬ 
tation  Center  at  Stony  Point,  N.  Y.,  to  help  train 
new  American  missionaries  including  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  to  Ventnor,  N.  J.,  on  a  similar  assignment 
and  to  a  ministry  with  churches  in  the  Pennsylvan¬ 
ia  Southeast  Conference  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ. 

The  assignment  of  a  church  leader  rather  than 
someone  with  less  experience  indicates  the  impor¬ 
tance  the  Indonesian  Council  of  Churches  attaches 
to  the  project,  a  National  Council  of  Churches 
spokesman  said. 

The  idea  of  Third  World  missionaries  to  Amer¬ 
ica  and  its  reality  in  the  presence  of  such  workers 
are  related  to  an  emerging  concept  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  World  Division  —  “persons  in  mission.” 
One  of  several  types  of  “persons  in  mission”  is 
missionaries  from  churches  outside  the  U.  S.  sent 
to  other  countries  including  America.  The  Division 
said:  “We  (in  the  U.S.)  have  come  to  appreciate 
that  those  churches  we  have  historically  known  as 
‘mission  fields’  in  reality  have  a  great  deal  to  teach 
us  concerning  the  Christian  faith.” 

Overseas  personnel  in  mission  in  the  U.  S.  is  not 
an  entirely  new  phenomenon,  though  some  of  the 
kinds  of  service  by  such  workers  are  new.  In  pre¬ 
vious  years,  groups  of  overseas  Christians  have  come 
on  short-term  evangelistic  and  preaching  missions 
sponsored  by  national  boards,  and  at  one  time  the 
former  Board  of  Missions  had  overseas  Christians  as 
staff  members  in  various  positions. 
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NEW  YORK  -  "Must 
reading  in  New  York’ 
subways,  as  of  Sept.  ' 
warned  residents  of  th 
state’s  tough  new  dru 
law,  presented  by  Gov 
Ro’ckefeller  and  endorse 
by  the  legislature.  Th 
nation’s  toughest  nai 
cotics  law  provides  fc 
mandatory  life  sentence 
for  those  who  sell  har 
drugs  and  rewards  fc 
informers  who  notif 
authorities  of  the  wor 
of  "pushers.”  (RN: 
Photo) 


News  in  Brief 


Contributions  for  this  column  should 
be  written  briefly  and  bear  the  signature 
und  address  of  the  writer.  What  appears 
here  does  not  necessarily  represent  the 
point  of  view  of  this  publication  and  the 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  withhold, 
edit  for  space,  or  print  contributions . 

GOOD  NEWS 

FROM  A  CONTENTED  SLEEPER 

Sir: 

I  can’t  help  from  commenting  after 
reading  the  last  paragraph  on  page  3 
of  your  Aug.  23  issue,  where  the  pas¬ 
tor  ..  .  said  “I  always  read  your  col¬ 
umn  late  at  night  so  I  can  go  to  sleep 
with  nothing  on  my  mind.” 

Congratulations;  such  comfortable 
thoughts,  such  relaxations  in  godly 
thoughts,  such  cleansing  of  mind  and 
body  and  spirit,  that  after  reading  your 
column  there’s  nothing  to  keep  us  from 
going  to  sleep. 

Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Yours, 

John  R.  Craig 

Lake  Charles,  La. 
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FIFTEEN  CENTS 

FOR  A  WORTHY  CAUSE? 

To  the  Editor: 

Did  you  know  that  we’re  going  to 
have  to  recall  more  than  10  percent  of 
our  missionary  personnel  if  something 
doesn’t  happen?  That’s  right!  Because 
of  devaluation  and  inflation,  we’ll  only 
be  able  to  field  824  missionaries  in 
1974  with  the  funds  in  sight  now. 

I  think  that’s  a  terrible  prospect  for 
a  church  as  strong  as  The  United 
Methodist  Church  with  a  task  of  com¬ 
pelling  as  is  ours  in  the  world  today, 
and  I  believe  something  can  be  done 
about  it. 

If  every  Methodist  contributed  15 
cents  in  NEW  money  for  the  General 
Advance  program  we  could  put  all 
922  missionaries  back  in  the  field. 
Fifteen  cents:  that’ll  buy  one  soft  drink 
apiece,  or  all  together  from  each  and 
every  Methodist  it  will  put  98  mis- 
sioners  back  to  work. 

....  I  believe  that  if  Methodist 


people  understand  a  problem,  they’ll 
respond  to  it.  So  .  .  .  our  paper  can 
help  ...  get  this  message  across;  .  .  . 
thousands  of  people  who  are  blessed 
by  the  work  of  our  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  (will  appreciate  it). 

Gratefully, 

The  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Abney 

Little  Rock  Conference  Mis¬ 
sionary  Secretary 


The  urgency  of  getting  religious  val¬ 
ues  into  government  consideration  of 
population  problems  was  stressed  by 
an  ecumenical  consultation  on  popula¬ 
tion  this  summer  coordinated  by  Jess- 
ma  Blockwick,  a  staff  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 
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Professors  of 
evangelism  to 
hold  seminar 

Some  thirty  seminary  professors  who 
teach  evangelism  are  convening  Sept. 
28  and  29  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

The  purpose  of  the  two-day  semi¬ 
nar  is  for  the  sharing  of  insights  and 
methods  for  evangelism  instruction 
and  to  establish  a  new  academic  so¬ 
ciety  for  the  discipline.  The  convener 
of  the  group  is  Dr.  George  Hunter, 
Assistant  Professor  in  the  McCreless 
Chair  of  Communication  and  Evange¬ 
lism  at  Perkins,  and  former  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Evangelism. 

The  idea  for  the  meeting  and  pend¬ 
ing  society  was  stimulated  in  Septem¬ 
ber  of  1972  by  a  letter  to  Hunter  from 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary’s  Dr. 
George  Sweazey,  in  which  Sweazey  ex¬ 
claimed  “I  wish  there  was  an  associa¬ 
tion  of  teachers  of  evangelism,  where 
we  could  get  together  and  talk  shop. 
Each  of  us  feels  very  much  on  his 
own.” 

Dr.  Sweazey,  formerly  head  of  evan¬ 
gelism  for  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.S.A.  and  author  of  the  widely 
known  used  book  “Effective  Evange- 
lism7”  is  to  be  the  keynote  speaker. 
The  other  featured  speaker  is  National 
Council  of  Churches  staffman  Dean 
M.  Kelley,  author  of  the  “rave  book” 
in  evangelism  for  1972,  “Why  Conser¬ 
vative  Churches  Are  Growing.”  Kel¬ 
ley’s  address  for  the  afternoon  of  Sept. 
28  is  titled  “The  Religion  ‘Business’ 
and  What  Makes  It  ‘Take.’  ” 

Hunter  believes  that  tne  new  asso¬ 
ciation  can  be  a  significant  boon  to 
church  evangelism  movements  and 
ministries  in  this  generation.  He  ex¬ 
claims,  “If  we  are  on  the  crest  of  a 
possible  Third  Great  Awakening  — ■ 
as  Albert  Outler  and  other  discerners 
of  the  signs  of  the  times  believe  us  to 
be  —  then  now  is  the  time  to  marshal 
scholarship,  attention,  and  sophistica¬ 
ted  instruction  toward  this  end.” 

Other  speakers  who  will  be  featured 
in  the  event,  in  addition  to  Sweazey 
and  Kelly,  are:  Garth  Rosell,  Bethel 
Theological  Seminary;  Roy  J  Fish, 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary;  Donald  G.  Dawe,  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Richmond;  Ralph  W. 
Quere,  Wartburg  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary;  Charles  Shaver,  Nazarene  Theo- 

Worldwide  Prayer  Vig 
Evangelism  Congress 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (RNS)  —  A 
Worldwide  Vigil  of  Prayer,  sponsored 
by  the  World  Methodist  Council,  will 
begin  in  the  Tonga  Islands  on  Dec. 
31  then  around  the  world.  Tonga  was 
chosen  because  it  is  near  the  Inter¬ 
national  Date  Line.  The  date  for  the 
vigil  was  announced  here  following  a 
meeting  of  the  Council’s  Evangelism 
Committee. 

As  a  part  of  a  world  evangelism 
thrust,  the  committee  also  said  that 
simultaneous  Bible  study  is  being  pre¬ 
pared  for  Lent  1974.  While  a  World¬ 
wide  Consultation  on  Evangelism  ori¬ 
ginally  set  for  this  Fall  has  been  post- 


Merger  of  Ohio  United  Methodist  seminaries 
to  become  effective  hy  mid-r975 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  Signifi¬ 
cant  steps  toward  uniting  the  two  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  seminaries  in  Ohio  were 
taken  here  Sept.  8  by  the  boards  of 
trustees  of  the  two  institutions.  Involv¬ 
ed  are  United  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dayton  and  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio  near  Delaware. 

Trustees  of  the  two  seminaries, 
meeting  on  the  Dayton  campus,  voted 
to  set  “no  later  than”  September,  1974 
the  deadline  for  the  boards  to  vote  on 
a  Plan  of  Union,  a  name,  corporate 
and  administrative  structure,  unified 
budget  and  joint  academic  programs. 
They  set  the  effective  date  of  the  new 
corporation  as  July  1,  1975. 

The  boards  also  established  two  top 
interim  administrative  offices  and 
named  the  acting  officers.  They  are: 
Acting  chancellor,  Dr.  John  W.  Dick- 
haut,  president  of  the  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Ohio  since  its  incep¬ 
tion  in  1958;  Acting  provost.  Dr.  John 
R.  Knecht,  president  of  United  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  since  1965.  The  of¬ 
ficers  are  to  serve  during  the  transition 
period  and  at  the  same  time  oversee 
the  .operations  of  their  respective  in  • 
stitutions. 

The  acting  chancellor,  a  new  posi¬ 
tion,  is  to  serve  as  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  theological  school 
charged  with  policy  and  other  matters, 


The  acting  provost  is  to  be  the  prin¬ 
cipal  academic  officer  charged  with 
general  supervision  of  the  academic 
program,  and  responsible  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor. 

The  boards  actions  grew  out  of 
recommendations  approved  earlier  by 
the  Joint  Administrative  Board  of  the 
two  schools.  The  resolutions  were 
worked  out  by  the  JAB’s  Planning  and 
Development  Committee. 

The  trustees  also  approved  a  new 
name  for  the  united  school  —  “United 
Theological  School,”  with  corporate 
headquarters  in  Delaware,  Ohio.  Un¬ 
ion  of  the  two  schools  has  been  long 
in  the  planning  stages.  As  early  as 
1966  the  faculties  and  administrative 
staff  of  the  two  institutions  discussed 
the  possibility  of  merger. 

In  1972  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  highest  law-making 
body  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
directed  the  two  schools  in  Ohio  to 
unite. 

United  Theological  Seminary  on 
Dayton’s  north  side  celebrated  its  cen¬ 
tennial  this  past  year.  It  was  previous¬ 
ly  known  as  Bonebrake.  Methodist 
Theological  School  was  founded  in  the 
late  1950  to  fill  an  urgent  need  for  a 
seminary  in  this  area,  the  greatest  con¬ 
centration  of  Methodists  in  the  nation. 

Dr.  Dickhaut  was  instrumental  in 


raising  the  original  $4  million  for  MTS 
and  became  its  fir^t  president.  He  came 
to  the  office  after  18  years  in  the 
Methodist  ministry  following  prepara¬ 
tion  at  Garrett  Theological  Seminary, 
Evanston,  Ill.  He  twice  served  as  a 
district  superintendent — in  Dayton  and 
Columbus  —  besides  serving  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  six  churches  in  the  1940s  and 
1950s. 

Dr.  Knecht,  a  minister  in  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  denomination, 
prepared  for  the  ministry  at  United, 
graduating  in  1945.  He  also  earned  a 
master’s  degree  at  Yale.  He  taught  in 
Canton,  China,  served  pastorates  in 
Indiana  from  1949  to  1955,  and  serv¬ 
ed  as  executive  secretary  of  the  E.U.B. 
Board  of  Evangelism  until  becoming 
president  of  the  seminary  in  Dayton. 

Trustees  explained  that  facilities  of 
both  campuses,  together  with  other 
educational  contexts  which  both 
schools  use  will  be  utilized  “for  the 
foreseeable  future”  inasmuch  as  both 
seminaries  are  filled  to  capacity,  ap¬ 
proximately  500  students  at  both 
schools. 

Further  meetings  of  the  acting 
chancellor  and  provost  with  the  joint 
boards  of  trustees  will  be  designed  to 
bring  the  merger  to  fruition  within  the 
next  21  months. 
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Seminaries  face  ^crisis^  despite  fund  increases 


“There  is  a  near  crisis  in  the  finan¬ 
cial  support  of  our  theological  schools” 
Bishop  Don  W.  Holter  of  Nebraska 
Area  has  told  each  of  the  active  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  bishops. 

Bishop  Holter,  chairman  of  the  Div¬ 
ision  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
general  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  pointed  out  to  the  bish¬ 
ops  that  decreases  from  World  Service 
contributions  to  the  theological  schools 


logical  Seminary;  Robert  B.  Mungcr, 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary;  Lewis 
Drummond,  Southern  Baptist  Theolo¬ 
gical  Seminary;  Robert  E.  Coleman, 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary;  and 
James  Buskirk,  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University, 
t 

il,  Dec.  31, 

,  Jan.  8 

poned,  regional  consultations  will  be 
held  next  year. 

A  Congress  on  Evangelism  will  be 
held  in  Houston,  Jan.  8-10,  1974. 

Designed  for  use  in  the  prayer  vigil, 
a  cassette  containing  greetings  and 
statements  from  Methodist  leaders 
around  the  world  will  be  produced. 
The  Bible  study  for  Lent  has  been 
written  by  Dr.  William  Barclay  of 
Edinburg  University,  Scotland.  It  is 
called  Jesus  Christ  for  Today. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Gerald 
Enslcy  of  Columbus  is  chairman  of  the 
evangelism  unit  of  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council. 


are  being  made  at  a  more  rapid  rate 
than  the  increase  in  support  provided 
through  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund. 

“Therefore,”  he  pointed  out,  “the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  must  pro¬ 
duce  in  1973  over  80  per  cent  of  the 
apportionment  for  1973  or  our  semi¬ 
naries  will  get  less  money  than  they 
did  in  1972  when  the  Ministerial  Edu¬ 
cation  Fund  produced  about  71  per 
cent”  of  its  apportionment. 

In  addition  to  supporting  seminar¬ 
ies  directly,  25  per  cent  of  all  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  arc  retained  within  the  annual 
conference  for  use  in  providing  aca- 


lab  and  training 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  OKLA, 
(UMN)  —  Four  different  laboratory 
and  seminar  training  enterprises  for 
United  Methodists  have, been  proposed 
here  for  the  summer  of  1974  by  a 
special  South  Central  Jurisdiction  task 
force. 

Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  Oklahoma  City 
jurisdiction  executive,  said  the  pro¬ 
posed  training  enterprises  would  be 
held  at  four  different  locations  in  the 
eight-state  region.  Previously  all  lab¬ 
oratory  training  was  done  at  the  Mt. 
Sequoyah  Assembly  in  Fayetteville,^ 
Ark. 

“One  of  the  enterprises,  planned  for 
advanced  studies,  would  be  held  at  ML 
Sequoyah  Assembly,”  said  Dr.  Bruce.- 
“A  second  will  be  held  at  Sacramento, 
N.M.;  a  third  conducted  in  the  Kan- 


dcmic  scholarships  to  seminarians,  as¬ 
sisting  in  continuing  education  funds, 
retreats  and  other  means  of  profession¬ 
al  enrichment. 

Bishop  Holter  knows  the  plight  of 
theological  seminaries  first  hand.  Un¬ 
til  his  election  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1972,  he  was  president  of  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City, 
one  of  United  Methodism’s  14  semi¬ 
naries  in  the  United  States. 

Contributions  to  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  arc  received  through 
giving  at  the  local  church  level,  either 
in  local  church  budgets,  special  gifts, 
or  both. 
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seminars 

sas-Nebraska  area,  and  the  fourth 
event  in  a  local  church  setting  in  Hous¬ 
ton.” 

Dr.  William  T,  Stephenson,  Dallas 
chairman  of  the  task  force,  described 
the  move  as  an  effort  “to  get  such 
training  closer  to  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  jurisdiction.” 

This  plan  will  be  recommended  to 
the  Oct.  11-12  meeting  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  according 
to  Dr.  Stephenson. 

Task  force  members  in  addition  to 
Stephenson  and  Bruce  were:  Kenneth 
W.  Short,  Wichita,  Kansas;  Mrs.  Dan 
Rodriguez,  San  Antonio;  C.  Jarrell  Ty¬ 
son,  Amarillo;  Bruce  Krause,  Houston; 
B.  C.  Goodwin,  Carlsbad;  and  Mrs. 
Donald  B.  Gardener,  Oklahoma  City. 
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Jurisdiction  considering  regional 
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BOOK  REVIEW  by  former  Editor 


Author:  Arthur  J.  Moore 
Title:  “Bishops  to  All  Peoples” 
Abingdon  Press,  1973,  $5.95 


Arthur  J,  Moore,  senior  bishop  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  has 
crowded  into  this  little  book  of  just 
over  100  pages  his  impressions  of  one 
of  the  most  versatile  and  widespread 
careers  ever  experienced  by  a  bishop 
in  our  church. 

Elected  in  1930  following  pastor¬ 
ates  in  two  of  the  great  churches  of 
the  South  as  a  result  of  his  great  evan¬ 
gelistic  reputation.  Bishop  Moore  left 
his  greatest  impact  on  the  church  as 
he  helped  shape  and  lead  the  new  rhis- 
sion  program  of  United  Methodism 
following  1940. 

Elected  from  the  pulpit  of  First 
Methodist  Church,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
he  was  assigned  to  the  Western  Area, 
which  included  California,  Oregon, 
Washington,  Idaho  and  Montana. 
Then,  as  if  there  were  not  enough  to 
keep  him  busy,  he  was  asked  to  head 
the  Oklahoma  Area  when  it  became 
vacant. 


MRS.  P.  B.  MANGUM 
by  Mrs .  George  S .  Mangum 
LAMAR  TAYLOR 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs  .  Paul  Sherrard 
REV.  R.  W. STAPLES 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  Douglas  Fowler 
MRS.  GRACIE  .GARRETT 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Douglas  Fowler 
CECIL  BERGSTEDT 
by  Mrs .  Roy  Loup 
MRS .  ALBERT  VICK 
by  Bryce  Tbrnley 
DAVID  PUCKETT 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Claude  McCoy  & 
Doug 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Jones  &  Children 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Leland  Sullivan 
and  Children 
R.  I.  MITCHAM 
by  The  Marion  Powells 
DR.  K.  A.  GRAHAM 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Cbchran 
GDIS  H.  BANKSTON 
by  The  Norsworthy  Family 
W.  J.  RUSSELL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Pipes,  Jr. 
and  Alice 

ROVERT  PHILLIP  WALTHER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  L.  Hintermeister 
MRS.  SANFORD 
by  Marion  &  George  Davis 
MRS.  GIL  SALSBURY 
by  Mr .  8i  Mrs .  Robert  Greer 
MRS.  SUSIE  WALKER 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Robert  Greer 
W.J.  RUSSELL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Greer 
MRS.  ALMA  FLAKE 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  C.  E.  Holley 
MRS.  CARRIE  BARNETT 
by  Mrs .  Lola  Wilson 

L.  W.  FLETCHER 

by  Broadlands  Community  Church 
MRS.  MACKIE  MYERS 
by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Noble,  Sr. 

AUBREY  BOYD 
by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Noble,  Sr. 

BRUCE  R.  PARKS 
by  Marjorie  H .  HoUoway 
MRS.  FLOYD  NEWSOM 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Z.  Whitson 
WESLEY  HALE 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Z.  Whitson 
MRS .  SUDIE  MANGHAM 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Douglas  Fowler 
J.  M.  ODOM 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Harp 
WILEY  SEWARD 
by  Roy  Windsor 
EARNA  McDonald 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Manfred  Gustafeon 

M.  L. JOHNSON 


and  went  to  make  his  home  in  San 
Francisco,  Bishop  Moore  found  him¬ 
self  involved  in  the  planning  and  con¬ 
struction  of  Glide  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  .which  was  at  that  time 
one  of  the  strongest  centers  of  funda¬ 
mentalism  on  the  West  Coast. 

The  building  included  an  apartment 
house  for  working  girls,  the  pastor  and 
the  bishop.  He  soon  decided  that  he 
did  not  want  to  bring  his  children  up 
in  that  downtown  setting  and  moved 
his  family  to  San  Antonio,  where  he 
had  served  the  Travis  Park  Church, 
which  he  considered  a  good  stopping 
place  on  the  way  to  his  new  responsi¬ 
bility  in  Oklahoma. 

If  Bishop  Moore  thought  he  had 
ridden  a  wide  circuit  during  the  first 
quadrennium,  he  discovered  in  1934 
what  it  was  like  to  have  the  world  for 
his  parish.  Due  to  depression-  con¬ 
ditions,  which  prompted  General  Con¬ 
ference  not  to  elect  any  new  bishops, 
he  received  assignments  which  in¬ 
cluded  China,  Japan,  Korea,  Belgium, 
Czechoslovakia,  Poland  and  the  Bel¬ 
gian  Congo.  Being  a  conscientious 
man,  he  determined  to  divide  his  year 
equally  among  all  these  places.  Travel, 


WILEY  SEWARD 
by  Mrs .  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

MRS.  BULA  WISE 
by  Mrs .  Lamar  Ray 
MRS.  CARRIE  BARNETT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  E .  Wilson 
MARVIN  KENT 
by  Mrs  .  Mabel  MuUican  and 
Nina  Moxom 
BRUCE  PARKS 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Walter  J .  Pierron,  Jr . 
MRS.  HENRY  HODDE 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Gordon  Hogan 
A.  E.  (Ed)  BROWN 
by  Jim  &  Gayle  Howell 
MRS.  DUDIE  ARMISTEAD  MANGHAM 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  0.  P.  Ogilvie 
SAM  MITCHENER 
by  Lucille  W .  Conway 
JOHN  L.  WALL 
by  Lucille  W.  Conway 
MR.  CHAMBLISS 
by  Robert  J .  &  "Tut"  Lancaster 
MRS.  DBAS  R.  MILLER 
by  Robert  J.  and  "Tlit"  Lancaster 
COACH  HUDSON 
by  Robert  J .  &  "Tut"  Lancaster 
MRS.  A.  E.  BROWN 
by  W.  L.  Manning 
MRS.  C.  S.  (Martha  Jane)  NICKLAS 
MCDONALD 
by  Pauline  Brumley 
MRS.  CARRIE  M.  BARNETT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  E.  Wyche,  Jr. 
MRS.  BEN  MILLER 
by  Valerie  Hester 
MRS.  M.  C.  CHAMBLESS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  M.  Grace 
MRS .  NORMA  HODDE 
by  The  Williams  Family 
A.  E. BROWN 
by  Sandra  Ballard 
MRS.  J.  R.  STELL 
by  Mrs .  Zeph  Cole 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Windham 
by  Mrs .  John  F .  Davis 
MRS.  LILLIAN  RAYBURN 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  R.  M.  Dentcm 
ERNEST  E .  PROUGH 
by  Mr.  8iMrs.  J.  R.  Sessions 
and  Aline 
JOHN  T.  DUNN 
by  Mrs .  Wm .  Oglesby 
MRS .  MARY  STANLEY 
by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Erwin 
CHARLIE  EVANS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  J.  CampbeU 


which  was  not  easy  at  best,  was  com¬ 
plicated  by  the  approach  of  World 
War  II. 

Again  the  Council  of  Bishops,  think¬ 
ing  Bishop  Moore  was  more  than  hum¬ 
an,  called  on  him  mid-way  in  the 
quadrennium  to  administer  the  Vir- 
giana  Area,  and  also  called  him  home 
from  abroad  to  head  the  “Bishops’ 
Crusade.” 

As  the  Plan  of  Union  was  being 
perfected  for  the  three  branches  of 
Methodism  in  America,  Bishop  Moore 
led  the  successful  battle  for  a  revision 
of  the  proposal  which  would  have 
created  four  Boards  of  Missions,  and 
led  in  the  shaping  of  a  unified  Board 
of  Missions. 

With  the  coming  of  the  new 
church  in  1940,  Bishop  Moore  began 
a  20-year  tenure  as  head  of  the  At¬ 
lanta  Area  and  during  the  same  period 
of  time  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Missions.  With  the  coming 
of  retirement  in  1960,  he  returned  to 
his  first  love,  evangelistic  preaching 
and  went  up  and  down  America  hold¬ 
ing  meetings  as  long  as  his  strength 
would  allow. 

— Review  by  Alfred  A.  Knox 


JOHN  T.  DUNN 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  H.  J.  Norris 
C.  L. BOULET 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hammett 
JOHN  T.  DUNN 
by  Zelma  Pipes  Millikin 
JAMES  FITZGERALD 
by  Jim  &  Pat  Johnson 
MRS.  ALICE  DAILEY 
by  Mrs.  G,  H.  Stubblefield 
MRS.  WISE 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Dewitt  Qemants 
MRS.  ALICE  BOWSER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Curtis  Eddy 
J.  F.  TERRY 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  M.  Fowler 
MRS.  ALICE  DAILEY 
by  The  Haas  Family  and  The 
Massey  Family 

MRS.  ROBERTA.  FOUNTAIN.  JR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  M.  Steere 
HUDIE  D.  McNEAL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eugene  W.  Bryson 
BILLY  LINDSAY 
by  Dorothy  Frasier 
HALEY  J.  C.  DAVIS 
by  Mrs.  Louise  R.  Liner 
STELLA  MARIE  THERIOT 
by  Mrs.  Louise  R.  Liner 
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A  NATION’S  STRENGTH 
by  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

A  measurement  of  our  nation’s 
worth  is  in  the  willingness  of  in¬ 
dividual  citizens  to  acknowledge 
their  own  personal  shortcomings. 
Often  I  have  asked  the  ques¬ 
tion:  “Will  America  travel  the 
way  of  other  nations?  Is  it  neces¬ 
sary  that  America  shall  walk  the 
downward  path  of  such  ancient 
powers  as  Assyria,  Egypt, 
Greece,  and  Rome?”  When  we 
ask  such  a  question  we  are  really 
asking  whether  or  not  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  a  nation  to  grow  old  and 
decrepit,  like  individual  men  and 
women  who  grow  old  and  decrep¬ 
it.  An  illustration  of  a  river  will 
help  us.  We  look  at  a  river, 
realizing  it  is  old;  yet  we  realize 
it  is  ever  new,  depending  upon 
the  fresh  water  which  comes 
from  the  springs  and  melting 
snows. 

So  it  is  with  a  nation.  We  can 
be  old;  yet  we  can  be  ever  new. 
The  question  is  whether  or  not 
ease  and  license  will  sap  virility 
from  a  great  people  and  make 
them  effete  and  doddering. 

It  is  possible  for  national  char¬ 
acter  to  be  eaten  away  by  the 
slow  acids  of  ease  and  indul¬ 
gence.  When  one  reads  in  the 
Book  of  Daniel  about  Cyrus  and 
the  Persians  knocking  at  the 
gates  of  Babylon,  the  thing  that 
counted  was  the  kind  of  men  be¬ 
hind  the  gates.  The  explanation 
of  the  downfall  of  Babylon  was 
due  to  the  debauchery  and  the 
drunkenness  of  the  Babylonians 
as  much,  if  not  more  than  be¬ 
cause  of  the  strength  of  the  at¬ 
tacking  Persians. 

Which  way,  modern  America? 
f 


The  Rev.  LeGrand  Smith,  II,  a  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  missionary  with  21  years 
of-  service  in  Bolivia,  has  been  honored 
by  having  a  fossil  named  for  him. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 


Unlied  MetKj&ctiAt  HmJbagalowi 


OF  WESLEY’S  ENGLAND 
$499  FROM  SHREVEPORT 


NOVEMBER  19-27,  1973 
FOR  BROCHURE,  WRITE: 


UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR 
P.  0.  BOX  4111 
Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 

or  contact  one  of  these  Tour  leaders; 

Rev.  James  Christie,  411  Sherrouse,  Monroe 

Rev.  Wm.  C.  Blakely,  Rt.  1  Box  360,  Baker 

Kev.  Warren  Blakeman,  401  Ruth,  Sulphur 

Fev.  George  Harkins,  604  Pine,  Springhill 

Rev.  W'T'.  R.  Irving,  Box  1143,  Bogalusa 

Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen,  1721  S.  Carrolton,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Jerry  Means,  Box  2039,  Lafayette 

Rev.  Wm.  E.  Nolan,  5855  Dianne,  Shreveport 

Rev.  Edward  0.  Pickens,  Box  812,  Mansfield 

Rev.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  205  S.  College,  Marionville,  Mo. 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  310  Park  Ave.,  West  Monroe 

Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  311  Hudson  Lane,  Monroe. 


When  he  was  assigned  to  California 


(Memorials  list  continued) 


by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  H .  Elston 
MRS.  ETHEL  MOUNGER 
by  Terry  &  Glynn  Dohler  &  Brad 
MRS.  CARRIE  M.  BARNETT 
by  Mrs .  Harry  Garrett 


SEPTEMBER  20,  1973 


PAGE  ELEVEN 


Some  of  Ringgold  United  Methodist  youth  group  at  recent  retreat  led  by 
the  Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly,  pastor  of  the  Bernice-Beech  Grove,  Summer- 
field  Circuit  in  Ruston  District.  The  group  was  accompanied  by  Coun¬ 
selors,  Mrs.  Wanda  McCoy,  Mrs.  Nelda  Moore,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Terry  C.  Willis,  pastor  and  wife. 
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Methodist  property  NewsinBnef 


Two  college  freshmen, 
Sara  Seeliger  and 
Patricia  Brunson,  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  Church, 
Homer,  presented  a 
family  Bible  from  the 
UMY  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Speer,  counselors. 
The  Bible  contains 
signatures  of  UMY  mem¬ 
bers.  The  Rev.  Cleburne 
Quaid  is  pastor  at  Homer. 


Displaying  “Welcome 
Mat”  at  Ai'gyle  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Texas  where  the  youth 
of  Slaughter  United 
Methodist  Church  visited 
during  recent  trip  are 
(left  to  right)  the  Rev. 
Sammy  Hargrove,  Argyle 
pastor  and  native  of 
West  Monroe;  Pam  Mag- 
lone  of  Slaughter; 
Carolyn  Bradham  of 
Argyle;  and  the  Rev. 
Bob  Burgess,  Slaughter 
pastor. 


escapes  recent 
Mexico  earthquake 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Little  or 
no  damage  to  Methodist  property  ap¬ 
parently  was  sustained  in  the  late  Aug¬ 
ust  Mexico  earthquake  and  there  is  no 
immediate  need  for  emergency  assis¬ 
tance  from  outside  the  country,  ac¬ 
cording  to  preliminary  reports  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR)  here. 

Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz  of  the  auto¬ 
nomous  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico 
told  UMCOR  in  a  telephone  report 
that  many  public  buildings,  especially 
schools,  were  damaged  or  destroyed 
and  assistance  in  the  form  of  money  or 
materials  may  be  sought  from  various 
agencies  to  rebuild  schools.  A  UM¬ 
COR  spokesman  said  the  agency 
stands  ready  to  respond  and  is  keep¬ 
ing  in  touch  with  the  bishop, 
t 

NEWS  in  BRIEF 

The  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Cuttyhunk  Island,  Mass.,  was  featured 
in  a  story  this  summer  in  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Post  which  related  how  it  is  the 
only  church  on  the  island  and  serves 
as  a  setting  for  Roman  Catholic  Mass 
on  Sunday  mornings  and  a  Protestant 
service  Sunday  evenings  which  may  in¬ 
clude  hymns  from  the  Methodist 
hymnal,  a  psalm  from  the  Episcopal 
Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  the 
Apostles  Creed  recited  with  the  help 
of  the  Catholic  missal.  Both  the  Rev. 
John  Ward,  professor  at  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Theology  who  serves 
as  United  Methodist  pastor  in  the 
summer,  and  his  wife  assist  in  the 
Mass, 


The  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Central  Committee  has  authorized 
staff  members  to  prepare  recommen¬ 
dations  concerning  the  future  of  its 
controversial  Program  to  Combat 
Racism  after  the  original  mandate  ends 
next  year. 
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Barbara  Allen,  Centenary  junior 
spoke  of  her  ecumenical  work 
with  students  and  Pat  Augillard 
urged  support,  at  the  general 
meeting  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  in  encouraging  youth  to 
attend  nondenominational  camp 
meeting  at  Lake  Arthur. 


Ann  Rentrop  speaking  on  the 
Spirit-filled  life. 


Parlez-vous  francais?  The  World 
Methodist  Council  has  an  opening  for 
a  French-speaking  United  Methodist 
pastor  in  the  U.S.  to  exchange  with  a 
pastor  in  Strasbourg,  France,  during 
the  summer  of  1974, 
t 


Allen  Thompson,  youth  director 
for  summer  activities.  The  Rev. 
John  Sayes  is  pastor  of  the  lowa- 
Bell-City  Sweet  Lake  Charge. 


Ray  Mouhot  spoke  one  evening 
concerning  his  conversion  ex¬ 
periences. 


Miss  Miriam  Brattain,  46,  a  staff 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  died  Aug¬ 
ust  24  in  Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  after  a 
long  illness. 
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Youth  from  Bell  City  and  Sweet 
Lake  churches  who  attended 
Iowa  Youth  Activities  Week. 


“The  World  of  the  Occult”  was 
the  subject  with  which  Sam  Dunn 
dealt  at  one  evening  session. 


Iowa  Youth  Activities  Week 


PAGE  TWELVE 


SEPTEMBER  20,  1973 


More  than  800  persons  gathered  on  Friday  night  to  hear  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  in  the  largest  assembly  of  women  in  the  history  of  Louisiana 
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United  MethodistWomen  organize 


The  United  Methodist  Women  or¬ 
ganization  became  a  reality  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  this  last  Satur¬ 
day  as  671  women  gathered  from 
across  the  state  to  attend  the  celebra¬ 
tion  marking  the  historic  event. 

Meeting  in  Lafayette’s  Asbury  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  the  occasion 
marked  the  last  official  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  held  on 
Friday  afternoon,  and  the  ceremonies 
creating  the  new  organization  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  The  gathering  was  the  largest 


for  any  women’s  group  in  the  history 
of  Louisiana  Methodism. 

Sharing  in  the  convening  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Meeting  were  Mrs.  Robert  A. 
Compton  of  Jennings,  president  of  the 
Conference  W.S.C.S.  and  Mrs.  Gloria 
M.  Bennett  of  Monroe,  chairwoman, 
of  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  The 
delegates  and  guests  were  welcomed 
by  Mrs.  Warren  Trimm,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
host  church.  The  Rev.  James  J.  Car¬ 
away,  Asbury  pastor,  welcomed  the 
group  with  the  observation  that  “you 

Please  turn  to  page  6 
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Bishops s  Message 

Last  week  the  very  fine  young  man  from  Project  Equality  came  to 
my  office  to  lay  upon  my  desk  two  letters  which  he  hopes  I  will  sign  to  be 
circulated  in  proper  places  among  Louis ian^^ethgt^ts .  1  heartily  com¬ 
mend  Project  Equality  to  you  and  -  and  feel  that 

there  should  be  opportunity  for  employment  for  all,  and  that  we  should 
encourage  that  equal  opportunity  in  every  way  possible .  Our  patronization 
of  certain  businesses  is  a  formof  witness  or  an  expression  of  that.  But  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  during  the  last  week  I  have  been  asked  to  write  seven 
letters— on  behalf  of  certain  worthy  causes,  I  am  finding  that  I  can  no  long¬ 
er  give  enthusiastic  and  avid  support  to  one  without  somehow  seemmg  to 
bypass  another. 

A  part  of  the  problem  is  that  there  are  33  institutions  in  Louisiana 
related  to  the  Methodist  Church.  If  you  wish  a  list  of  these,  I  will  be 
happy  to  supply  same.  Some  of  these  institutions  represent  large  pro¬ 
grams  tied  in  with  Global  Ministries  Board  in  New  York  City,  some  are 
conference  programs,  others  are  sponsored  by  women's  groups;  but  there 
are  33  institutions.  On  top  of  this,  there  are  literally  multiplied -dozens  of 
programs  in  various  local  churches  and  through  districts  that  in  some  way 
minister  to  human  need.  You  would  be  proud  to  note  that  the  Methodist 
Church  is  more  deeply  involved  in  ministering  to  human  need  than  most 
people  suspect.  We  have  hidden  our  advertising  light  under  the  proverbial 
bushel,  and  many  people  do  not  know  how  much  we  are  actually  doing. 

One  of  the  ways  in  which  we  can  express  our  faith  is  through  our 
giving  to  benevolent  and  charitable  causes  sponsored  by  our  denomination. 
Also,  when  we  make  our  own  denomination  healthy,  we  strengthen  the  wit¬ 
ness  all  up  and  down  the  line . 

On  the  first  day  of  September  we  had  come  to  the  end  of  eight  months 
of  this  fiscal  year .  I  had  the  privilege  of  looking  at  many  of  the  items  in  the 
budget  and  the  payments  that  are  coming  in.  It  is  to  be  recognized  that  the 
last  quarter  (October,  November,  December)  usually  represents  the  heavy 
push,  and  it  surely  must  this  time.  We  are  a  little  behind,  but  not  far  be¬ 
hind.  By  all  means  every  church  must  pay  in  full  its  ministerial  items,  i.e., 
pastor's  salary,  district  superintendent's  fund,  episcopal  fund,  claimant  s, 
and  minimum  salary  fund.  If  the  ministry  is  not  supported,  the  entire  church 
tends  to  become  fragmented.  Basic  to  all  our  operation  is  the  total  support 
of  the  ministry.  Those  five  items  must  be  paid  in  full. 

Now  I  could  go  down  the  list  and  mention  others,  but  if  a  few  are 
mentioned,  all  must  be  mentioned.  I  am  asking  you,  however,  just  to  give 
attention  to  the  total  askings  and  the  total  picture . 

One  item  shoiald  be  mentioned,  since  it  is  new  in  all  our  budgets,  and 
that  is  the  Black  Colleges  Fund.  In  a  recent  issue  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist 
a  Bishop's  Message  was  written  on  this  subject.  There  are  one  or  two  other 
items  also  that  are  relatively  new,  but  let  us  give  careful  attention  to  the  be¬ 
nevolent  items  of  the  church,  and  our  Christian  witness  will  be  strong  and  re 


NEW  OFFICERS  FOR 
UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 

“We  will  go,  we  will  grow.  We  are 
united.  We  will  go  forward,  God  be¬ 
ing  our  helper.” 

With  these  words  Mrs.  Robert  H. 
Compton  of  Jennings  accepted  the 
gavel  as  the  first  president  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Women  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference, 

Mrs.  Compton  served  last  year  as 
president  of  the  Conference  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  filling  the 
vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Thomas  E.  Kirkpatrick. 

Elected  to  a  two-year  term,  Mrs. 
Compton  will  be  joined  in  her  respon¬ 
sibilities  by  the  other  officers  elected 
at  the  Sept.  22  Service  of  Celebration 
at  Lafayette:  Vice  president  (1  year), 
Mrs.  Ardessie  C.  Prophet,  Baton 
Rouge;  Secretary  (2  years),  Mrs.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  N.  Thomas,  Baton  Rouge;  Trea¬ 
surer  (1  year),  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Brup- 
bacher,  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge. 

Mission  Coordinators  elected  were: 
Christian  Global  Concerns  (2  years), 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon,  Minden;  Christian 
Personhood  (1  year),  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Packer,  Slidell;  Christian  Social  In- 


Top  officers  for  the  new  organi¬ 
zation  of  United  Methodist  Women 
are  (left  to  right)  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  president;  Mrs.  Ardes¬ 
sie  C.  Prophet,  vice  president; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas,  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Brup- 
bacher,  Jr.,  treasurer. 


THE  REV.  WILLIAM  R. 

IRVING,  JR- 

The  Rev.  William  R.  Irving, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bogalusa,  passed  away 
at  midnight  Sunday,  Sept.  23  fol¬ 
lowing  a  short  illness  at  his 
home.  The  funeral  service  was 
conducted  by  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  and  Dr.  William 
Fraser,  superintendent  of  the 
Hammond  District,  and  was  held 
on  Wednesday  at  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  church.  In¬ 
terment  was  on  Thursday  at  the 
Ingleside  church  at  Baton  Rouge. 


volvement  (1  year),  Mrs.  Arthur  M. 
Johnson,  Shreveport;  Supportive  Com- 

P lease  turn  to  page  6 


Board  of  Laity  doubles  1000  Club 
quotas^  plans  Annual  Retreat 


by  Cecil  Bland 

In  session  at  the  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Alexandria,  Saturday, 
Sept.  8,  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  the  Laity,  through  its  1000 
Club  Policy  Committee,  voted  to 
double  the  District  quotas  for  each  of 
the  three  “Calls”  made  for  churches 
during  the  Conference  year,  from 
$10,000  to  $20,000.  Herbert  C.  Mof¬ 
fett  of  West  Monroe  is  the  chairman 
of  the  1000  Club. 

Tom  H.  Matheny,  Conference  lay 
leader  presided  at  the  meeting,  which 
was  a  regularly  scheduled  meeting. 

Other  action  taken  on  the  1000  Club 


organization,  which  is  a  voluntary 
fund-raising  program  to  assist  new  or 
“transitional”  churches  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  to  start  their  sanctuary  build¬ 
ing  program,  consisted  of  changes  to 
the  by-laws.  One  was  to  provide  for 
each  and  every  “Call”  of  the  1000 
Club  (there  are  three  each  year)  to  be 
divided  amonog  several  churches,  if 
such  is  the  case.  Another  was  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  an  up-to-date  list  of  the  1000 
Club  members  over  the  Conference  by 
instructing  each  district  director  to 
maintain  an  up-to-date  file  on  the 
members  within  his  district,  and  to 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


Lafayette  'We  Care  Mission' 
to  involve  over  100  ministers 


Ruston  executive 
to  head  Centenary 
Loyalty  drive 

G.  W.  James,  chairman  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  committee  of  the  T.  L.  James 
and  Company  construction  firm  of 
Ruston,  Louisiana,  has  been  named 
chairman  of  the  Alumni  Loyalty  Fund 
of  Centenary  College,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  for  1973-74.  James  is  a 
1929  graduate  of  Centenary,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
College  and  a  prominent  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman. 

A  goal  of  $20,000  has  been  set  for 
the  annual  fund  subscribed  by  former 
students  of  the  College.  The  funds  are 
used  to  provide  four  full-tuition  scho¬ 
larships  for  deserving  students,  an 
alumni  grant  to  the  faculty  for  scholar¬ 
ly  achievements,  a  computer  program 
for  alumni  records  and  other  Alumni 
Association  projects. 

Pledges  and  contributions  are  cur¬ 
rently  being  accepted  at  the  Centenary 
College  Alumni  Association  Office, 
c/o  Centenary  College,  Shreveport, 
La.  71104. 
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The  Rev.  L.  Ray 
Branton  to  lead 
Noel  Workshop 

The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  co-di¬ 
rector  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries’  Office  in 
Shreveport,  will  lead  a  workshop  on 
the  Foundations  of  Christian  Teach¬ 
ing  at  Noel  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport,  Oct.  3-4. 

Mr.  Branton  is  a  native  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Miss.,  and  the  son  of  a  Method¬ 
ist  minister.  He  attended  Louisiana 
Polytechnic  Institute  in  Ruston,  and 
holds  the  bachelor  of  divinity  degree 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  at  Dal¬ 
las,  Tex. 

He  has  served  pastorates  at  Lake 
Charles  (St.  Luke’s),  Vidalia,  Aurora 
in  New  Orleans  and  Henning  Memor¬ 
ial  in  Sulphur  before  his  appointment 
last  May  to  the  Council  on  Ministries’ 
Office. 

The  workshop  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 
and  continue  until  9  p.m.  on  Wednes¬ 
day  and  Thursday.  It  is  designed  for 
church  school  teachers,  parents  and 
others  coneerned  with  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Children,  Youth  and  Adults. 

The  sessions  will  cover  the  follow¬ 
ing  areas  of  study:  The  Nature  and 
Work  of  the  Chureh;  The  Gospel  the 
Church  Teaches;  The  Nature  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Instruction,  and  The  Curriculum 
of  the  Church's  Educational  Ministry. 


Lafayette’s  first  “Ministers’  We  Care 
Mission”  will  be  held  Sept.  30-Oct.  3. 
Over  100  ministers  will  take  part  in 
the  mission  which  combines  the  best 
of  a  Lay  Witness  Mission  and  a  tra¬ 
ditional  revival  with  the  professional 
competence  of  the  ministry.  All  five 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  Lafay¬ 
ette  will  take  part. 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  and  Dr, 
Robert  F.  Harrington,  superintendent 
of  the  New  Orleans  District  will 
preach  for  Sunday  morning  services  on 
Sept.  30.  On  each  of  the  three  eve¬ 
nings,  discussion  groups  will  be  held 
followed  by  a  period  of  sharing.  Dur- 


THE  REV.  M.  C.  CADY,  pastor 
of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  New  Orleans, 
will  be  the  speaker  on  “Chapel 
of  the  Air”,  WWL-TV,  Channel  4, 
at  6:45  a.m..  Sept.  30,  and  also 
on  “Foundation  for  Life”,  WWL 
Radio  at  7:30  a.m. 

THE  TECH  FELLOWSHIP  of 
Christian  Athletes  in  Ruston  led 
the  Sunday  evening  worship 
service  in  Trinity  Church,  Sept. 
16.  The  boys  are  members  of  the 
football  team  that  had  a  perfect 
season  last  fall.  Coach  Wallace 
Martin,  Trinity  member,  works 
with  the  Tech  FCA. 


provide  the  Council  on  Ministries  Of¬ 
fice  with  a  copy. 

Plans  have  been  made  for  the  in¬ 
crease  from  $10,000  to  $20,000  per 
call  to  be  made  with  the  first  call  of 
the  1974-75  Conference  year,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1974. 

The  other  major  business  of  the 
meeting  pertained  to  the  Annual  Lay 
Retreat  held  at  Centenary  College 
each  year  in  the  late  summer.  It  was 
voted  to  increase  the  registration  from 
$2.50  to  $5,  due  to  rising  costs.  Also 
to  change  the  date  to  earlier  in  the 
summer.  Next  year,  the  Annual  Lay 
Retreat  will  be  held  the  weekend  of 
June  29-30. 


ing  the  day  the  ministers  will  be  busy 
calling  and  visiting  every  Methodist 
family  in  Lafayette.  The  Mission  will 
conclude  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  3,  with 
an  evaluation  by  the  participating  min¬ 
isters. 

Host  churches  and  ministers  will  be: 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
Rev.  James  Caraway;  Davidson  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
Rev.  Gary  VanHorn;  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Means;  Ivanhoe  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Rev.  Les  Thompson;  and 
Mallalieu  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  Rev.  Edgar  Smith. 


in  the  New  Orleans  Theater  of  the 
Performing  Arts,  Oct.  5.  The 
city-wide  effort  by  the  Christian 
community  will  feature  singing 
groups,  including  the  Lewis-Mur- 
ray  Sixers,  The  New  Day,  and 
Andre  (jrouch  and  the  Disciples. 

BROADMOOR  CHURCH,  Shreve- 

fort,  reported  in  the  church  bul- 
etin  that  a  new  church  school 
attendance  record  of  889  was 
established  on  Sunday,  Sept.  9. 
Bob  Haley  is  chairman  of  their 
“Back  to  Church  Month.” 


The  theme  for  the  Lay  Retreat  next 
year  will  be  “Personal  Evangelism.” 
The  program  will  be  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  local  lay  persons  within  the 
conference,  with  focus  on  small  group 
lay  witnessing  and  evangelism,  with  a 
prominent  speaker  to  be  invited  to 
speak  at  the  Saturday  evening  ses¬ 
sion.  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  will 
give  the  sermon  on  Sunday  morning. 

The  Retreat  will  be  held  next  year 
at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport, 
with  the  prospect  in  mind  that  any 
district  which  would  like  to  host  the 
event  might  offer  to  do  so.  Formation 
of  a  committee  was  suggested  to  look 
into  other  possible  locations  in  the 


Dr.  Schubert  Ogden,  professor  of 
Theology,  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  and  the  Graduate  Program  in 
Religion,  SMU,  will  deliver  the 
Willson  Lectures  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  Thursday,  Sept.  27.  The  first 
lecture,  at  Brown  Memorial  Chapel, 
on  “What  is  Process  Theology?’’, 
will  be  presented  at  10:40  a.m.;  the 
second  address,  at  1:30-2:45  p.m. 
in  Smith  Auditorium  for  faculty  and 
students,  will  involve  a  panel  of 
Centenary  faculty  members  who 
will  respond  to  Dr.  Ogden’s  address 
and  engage  him  in  dialogue.  The 
lectures  are  made  possible  through 
the  generosity  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  M. 
Willson  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Willson  of 
Floydada,  Tex.,  who  have  estab¬ 
lished  lectureships  in  some  20 
colleges,  universities,  and  civic 
institutions.  The  public  is  invited. 

t 


Conference  for  the  retreat. 

There  was  a  request  from  the  dis¬ 
trict  lay  leaders  for  a  training  session 
for  both  local  church  lay  leaders  and 
the  district  lay  leaders.  Plans  were 
made  to  hold  a  training  session  for  dis¬ 
trict  lay  leaders  at  the  December  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Board  of  the  Laity  on  Dec. 
1-2,  1973  in  Alexandria.  In  addition 
plans  were  made  for  the  Board  of 
Laity  to  sponsor  district  workshops  for 
local  church  lay  leaders  in  January  and 
February,  1974.  “Called  Together,” 
was  announced  as  thb  theme  for  Laity 
Day,  (successor  to  Layman’s  Day) 
which  will  be  held  on  October  14  this 
year. 

t 


Dr.  Jack  Cooke  (left),  pastor  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  and  Dr. 
Vance  Archer  of  the  Board  of 
Evangelism,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Dr.  Archer  recently  conducted  a 
“Witnessing  Workshop’’  at  the 
Shreveport  church. 


The  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  in  session.  Mrs.  Charles  B. 
McGowan  of  Baton  Rouge,  former  WSCS  president,  noted  that  she 
could  remember  the  time  when  she  was  the  only  woman  present. 
At  this  meeting  almost  half  of  those  present  were  women. 


News  in  Brief 

“PRAISE  FEST’73”  will  be  held 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor's  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  “From  Our  Readers”  column.  Page  9) 


For  wa nt  of  a  sha ve . . . . 

Mankind  faces  yet  one  more  grave  crisis.  This  revelation  came  to 
me  just  last  Sunday  morning  as  I  faced  the  mirror  preparing  to  shave. 
Sunday  morning  is  a  good  time  for  revelations  and,  as  wide  experience 
reveals,  in  front  of  the  shaving  mirror  is  probably  the  most  favored  spot 
for  such  events  to  occur. 

It  is  this  that  concerns  and  troubles  me. 

Look  around  and  you  will  see  that  the  shaving  mirror  is  geting  less 
and  less  attention  these  days.  Beards,  sideburns,  mustaches,  goatees  and 
on  and  on  are  so  much  the  fashion  of  the  day  that  man  is  spending  leM 
and  less  time  at  the  one  place  where  the  lightning  bolt  of  revelaticai  is 
most  ant  to  strike. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
AS  "IDENTIFICATION" 

This  coming  Sunday  is  Christian  Education  Sunday,  begin¬ 
ning  Christian  Education  Week.  A  lot  of  words  could  be  spok¬ 
en  and  written  to  underscore  the  significance  of  this  vital  enter¬ 
prise  of  the  church.  The  little  boy’s  one  sentence,  in  the  events 
reported  below,  seems  to  say  it  all. 

*  *  * 

He  was  probably  a  litttle  fellow  who  talked  too  much  when  he  should 
have  been  listening  to  his  Sunday  school  teacher.  He  probably  rough- 
housed  with  the  other  elementary  graders  before,  and  even  during,  the 
class  session  on  Sunday  morning.  He  probably  sounded  and  looked  as  if 
he  wasn’t  getting  a  thing  out  of  the  class.  And  his  teachers  probably  got 
exasperated  time  and  again  and  almost  gave  up  of  him.  His  parents  may 
have  asked  themselves,  over  and  over,  “What  on  earth  are  we  going  to  do 
with  him?” 

If  so,  he  was  like  a  multitude  of  other  elementary  children,  who 
nevertheless  are  in  Sunday  school  each  week  and  whose  brothers  and 
sisters  and  parents  are  in  other  classes  at  the  same  hour. 

The  IPttle  boy  I  have  reference  to  was  an  actual,  specific  person.  His 
name  is  a  matter  of  record,  though  I  do  not  have  it. 

Some  few  years  ago  this  child  was  on  an  air  journey  when  the  plane 
in  which  he  was  flying  crashed.  One  person  survived  the  immediate  im¬ 
pact.  This  little  boy,  age  seven  years,  was  that  person.  Our  state  papers 
carried  the  account  of  the  accident,  giving  the  severity  of  the  little  boys 
injuries.  A  few  days  later  they  had  to  report  his  subsequent  death.  They 
noted  that  he  had  regained  consciousness  long  enough  to  speak. 

His  words  formed  one  brief  seven-word  sentence:  “I’m  a  Methodist 
Sunday  school  boy,” 

4^  ^  *1* 

“SOMETHING” 

Something  —  gained  in  “that  hectic  Sunday  school  class”  —  had 
so  caught  hold  of  this  little  man  that  in  the  moment  of  his  greatest  need 
he  drew  his  identification  and  his  last  comfort  from  his  faith. 

Something  that  can  do  this  most  certainly  has  a  significance  beyond 
the  power  of  words  to  express. 

We  refer  to  this  “something”  by  the  all-too-familiar  and  somewhat 
mechanical  term  of  “Christian  education.”  In  reality  it  is  the  power  of 
God  at  work  in  the  lives  of  persons.  And  nothing  of  any  greater  impor¬ 
tance  can  happen  in  our  local  churches. 

BACKBONE  TROUBLE 

For  years  we  have  said  that  “the  Sunday  school  is  the  backbone  of 
the  local  church.”  Sometimes  this  deserved  compliment  was  paid  because 
we  had  “backbone  trouble”  and  knew  we  ought  to  take  up  some  kind  of 
exercises  to  correct  our  ailment.  But  most  of  us  already  know  a  few  things 
we  could  do  to  improve  our  Church  School.  And  we  have  excellent  guid¬ 
ance  and  assistance  at  hand  through  the  Councils  on  Ministries  in  our 
conferences.  New  and  innovative  ideas  are  at  hand;  excellent  resources 
abound. 

The  problem  seems  to  be  more  with  our  motivation.  If  this  is  so, 
we  can  go  a  long  way  toward  solving  such  a  problem  with  a  simple  exer¬ 
cise:  opening  our  eyes.  Little  children,  young  and  older  adults  are  all 
around  us.  For  it  is  for  each  and  all  of  us  that  Christian  education  pro¬ 
vides  the  most  basic,  most  significant  “identification”  that  a  person  can 
realize. 

We  have,  then,  the  motivation  which  comes  by  seeing  persons  in  need. 
Lives  are  lived  every  moment.  Planes  fly  every  day. 

Let’s  be  on  with  it. 


HUMANITY  ON  THE  BANK  OF  DISASTER! 

Can  we,  my  dear  friends,  even  begin  to  contemplate  the  catastrt^^uc 
consequences  of  such  a  completely  calamitous  condition? 

Our  Research  Department,  Section  on  Shaving,  reports  that  out  ol 
8,784  persons  interviewed,  8,366  of  them  solemnly  swore  that  they  neyer 
make  a  decision  of  any  significance  without  first  shaviiig  over  it.  Ah  ha! 
Think  about  that,  will  you,  and  then  try  to  sleep  well  tonight! 

It  leaves  one  weak,  it  does,  to  walk  the  city  streets  and  see  the  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  hair  on  men’s  faces  —  yea,  even  on  their  heads.  And  then 
one  is  overwhelmed  almost  to  the  point  of  despair  to  realize  that  prob¬ 
ably  not  a  single  one  of  these  otherwise  intelligent  looking  men  has  had  a 
genuine  revelation  or  maybe  even  a  serious  thought  since  discontinuing 
the  daily  routine  before  the  shaving  mirror.  Reflect  a  moment  on  what 
this  could  mean  to  the  religious  and  intellectual  life  of  our  times.  Horrors! 
Consideration  for  our  sensitive  spirits  restrains  me  from  further  reflection 
on  the  outcome  of  such  a  sad  state  of  affairs. 

It  is  perfectly  clear  that  we  must  find  a  substitute  for  those  magic 
moments  before  the  mirror.  But  where,  oh  where,  can  such  a  one  be 
found  who  could  now  step  forward  with  a  saving  word  for  such  a  time 
as  this? 

ONE  STEPS  FORWARD  FOR  SUCH  A  TIME  AS  THIS 

“C’est  moi!”  I  will  now  step  forward  with  a  saving  word  for  such  a 
time  as  this. 

The  proposal  —  admitted  a  revolutionary  one  —  could  well  be  the 
answer  for  our  quandry.  It  is  (are  you  ieady  for  this?):  that  daily  prayen 
regular  Bible  reading  and  study;  time  for  reflection  thereupon;  and  action 
following  such  reflection  —  that  these  become  as  regular  and  as  devoted 
a  discipline  as  daily  shaving  used  to  be. 

A  radical  measure,  to  be  sure.  But  history  reveals  that  even  bearded 
and  hairy  nations  have  survived  when  a  remnant  could  be  found  that  was 
given  to  such  practices.  It  just  could  be  that  these  disciplines  could  pro¬ 
duce  more  encounters  with  heavenly  thoughts  and  more  sound  thinking 
than  do  even  those  magic  moments  before  the  looking  glass. 

Anyway,  think  about  it.  Shave  over  it. 

t  ' 

Last  trip  for  #4. ...or. ...Better,  not  older 

Recently  I  took  our  young  son,  now  a  fourth  grader,  to  a  Sunday 
morning  preaching  appointment  at  DeWitt,  Arkansas.  We  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed  the  trip.  Knowing  fourth  graders  the  way  I  do  —  I’ve  been  through 
three  others  of  them  —  I  thought  it  best  to  prepare  him  for  the  fact  that 
he  would  hear  a  sermon  he  had  already  heard  before,  thinking  that  if  I 
“cleared  the  air”  it  might  prevent  any  embarrassing  moments  later.  I 
should  have  known  better. 

After  the  sermon  we  were  visiting  with  a  few  folk  who  were  telling 
me  what  a  grand  and  wonderful  message  I  had  just  delivered.  At  the  peak 
of  my  enjoyment  my  wife’s  child  volunteered:  “It  was  a  used  one.” 
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Contending  that  its  two  camps  are  non-profit  church 
property  exempt  from  taxation  under  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  a  special  session  of  the  Central  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence  meeting  in  Ft.  Worth  voted  unanimously  to 
contest  a  county  and  school  tax  levied  against  the 
properties  at  Glen  Rose.  In  the  summer  of  1969 
Sommerville  County  decided  to  levy  a  property  tax 
on  the  two  United  Methodist  camps,  plus  camp¬ 
sites  owned  by  the  Baptist  and  Nazarene  churches, 
the  Girl  Scouts,  and  the  Y.W.C.A.  The  groups  have 
refused  to  pay  the  taxes.  The  county  recently  filed 
suit  against  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  collect 
the  taxes. 

Latest  developments  as  the  strik,e  of  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital  workers  at  Pikeville,  Ky.  enters  its 
16th  nKMith  include:  a  request  for  Kentucky 
Gov.  Wendell  Ford  to  intervene,  the  formation 
of  a  ‘‘personnel  advisory  councU”  by  the  hos¬ 
pital  board,  and  charges  against  a  woman  em- 
ployee  who  allegedly  shot  at  a  picketing  strik¬ 
er.  About  200  non-professional  workers  at  the 
hospital  went  on  strike  in  June  of  last  year 
and  asked  the  Communications  union  to  rep¬ 
resent  them,  Ho^ital  officials  say  they  will 
never  recognize  the  union. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  W.  George,  whose  U.  S.  home 
is  Iowa  Park,  Tex.,  on  their  way  home  from  Rho¬ 
desia,  said  in  New  York  that  they  were  notified  July 
14  their  residence  permit  would  not  be  extended  and 
were  given  a  month  to  leave  the  country.  The 
Georges,  both  teachers  at  the  Mrewa  Secondary 
School,  said  no  reason  was  given  by  Rhodesian  au¬ 
thorities  for  failure  to  extend  their  permits  which 
previously  had  been  renewable  every  six  months. 
Mr.  George  said  he  and  his  wife  had  “deliberately 
avoided  involvement  in  Rhodesian  politics  and 
strictly  concentrated  on  our  teaching  jobs.”  In 
March  the  Rev.  Dr.  Norman  E.  Thomas  and  his 
family,  also  United  Methodist  missionaries,  were 
denied  permission  to  return  to  Rhodesia  where  they 
had  served  11  years.  Mr.  George  said  he  believes 
“the  real  reason  for  our  expulsion  was  harassment 
of  Bishop  (Abel  T.)  Muzorewa.” 

Boston  Univeraty  is  considering  reinstatement 
of  the  Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps  (ROTC) 
which  was  phased  out  on  many  Eastern  cam¬ 
puses  during  the  anti-war  movement.  Dr.  John 
R.  Silber,  president,  has  notified  the  U.  S.  De¬ 
fense  Department  that  a  poll  among  faculty 
members  favors  the  reintroduction  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Bostmi  U.  has  historic  ties  whb  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  but  with  the  exception 
of  the  theological  scbo<d,  is  now  considered  in¬ 
dependent. 

The  National  Baptist  Convention,  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  par¬ 
ent  convention  of  the  Negro  Baptists  with  6.5-mil- 
lion  members,  re-elected  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Jackson  at 
its  93rd  annual  meeting,  held  in  Los  Angeles.  The 
Church  is  said  to  be  the  largest  black  organization 
in  the  nation. 

A  coast-to-coast  radio  program  of  Clnistian 
evangelism  for  truckers,  featuring  gospel  music, 
truck  driver  “lingo,”  and  testimony  from  con¬ 
verted  truckers  will  be  presented  on  radio  sta¬ 
tions  across  the  country  beginning  in  October 
“to  interest  drivers  in  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.” 
Bill  Payne,  a  truck  driver  and  Baptist  nunister 
from  OmaJia,  is  teaming  up  with  “Transport 
for  Christ,”  a  Watertown,  Ontario,  organization 
that  seeks  to  bring  the  Christian  messi^e  to 
drivers. 


Professor  Agehananda  Bharati,  chairman  of  Syra¬ 
cuse  University’s  anthropology  department,  address¬ 
ing  a  professional  meeting  in  Chicago,  asserted  that 
almost  all  of  the  2,000  Asian  gurus  now  practicing 
in  the  U.S.  are  “phonies.”  He  charged  that  “the 
greatest  phony  bf  them  all”  is  Maharaj  Ji,  the  youth¬ 
ful  “perfect  master”  who  recently  toured  the  U.S. 
Maharaj  Ji  and  others,  the  anthropologist  said,  have 
provided  an  outlet  for  American  youths  to  “react 
in  packs”  rather  than  critically  against  their  religious 
and  parental  backgrounds. 

The  law  and  standards  committee  of  Conserva* 
tive  Judaism  in  the  U.  S.  has  voted  to  allow 
women  to  be  counted  in  the  minyan,  the'  quor¬ 
um  of  10  or  more  adult  Jews  required  for  com- 
munal  worship.  A  leader  of  Orthodox  Judaism 
sharply  scoring  the  action  said  “the  latest  con¬ 
servative  act  is  a  move  of  desperation  to  attract 
new  worshippers.” 

Ground  will  be  broken  next  Spring  for  the  $8.5  mil¬ 
lion  Boys  Town  Institute  for  Hearing  and  Speech 
Disorders,  according  to  an  announcement  by  the  in¬ 
stitution’s  board.  It  will  consist  of  a  medical  com¬ 
ponent  at  the  Jesuit-operated  Creighton  University 
campus,  Omaha,  and  an  educational  unit  within  the 
Boys  Town  complex.  A  total  of  $30  million  has  been 
set  aside  by  the  board  to  build  and  endow  the  new 
facilities. 

Almost  34  million  copies  of  American  Bible 
Society  Scriptures  were  distributed  by  July  30, 
spurred  by  the  Key  73  cooperative  evangelistic 
endeavor,  according  to  Dr.  James  Z.  Nettinga, 
director  of  advance  programs  for  the  ABS.  Re¬ 
ports  of  Key  73  Scrqtiure  distribution  in  ABS 
files  confirm  the  contention  of  members  of  the 
programf’s  executive  committee  that  ^dthough 
Key  73  has  not  made  a  major  “splash”  as  far 
as  national  puUicity  is  concerned,  it  has  had  a 
considerable  impact  in  local  commuaities. 

Indonesia’s  military  government  has  introduced  a 
new  marriage  law  which  has  been  attacked  by  Mos¬ 
lem  leaders  for  its  alleged  aim  to  “Christianize”  the 
country  under  the  disguise  of  “nationalism  or  mod¬ 
ernization.”  Chief  aim  of  General  Suharto’s  Govern¬ 
ment  is  said  to  be  the  prevention  of  easy  divorce  and 
polygamy.  In  a  country  where  100  million  of  the 
120  million  people  are  Moslems,  observers  say,  this 
is  bound  to  be  an  unpopular  measure,  especially 
among  men. 

Five  faculty  members  at  Concordia  Theological 
Seminary  in  St.  Louis  have  repudiated  a  “De¬ 
claration  of  Protest  and  Confession”  issued  by 
the  faculty  majority  in  late  July  and  have 
charged  that  the  declaration  is  “an  act  of  re¬ 
bellion  and  defiance”  against  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod.  In  mid-July,  the  Sy¬ 
nod’s  General  Convention  declared  that  tte 
faculty  majority  was  teaching  “false  doctrine.” 
Responding  to  that  action,  50  professors  issued 
a  statement  charging  that  the  Church’s  leaders 
— not  the  faculty  —  are  abridging  Lutheran 
standards. 

By  a  unanimous  vote,  the  DeKalb  County  Coiilmis- 
sion  (in  Georgia)  changed  the  wording  of  its  1973 
tax  resolution  so  that  its  fire  protection  fee  is  how 
called  a  “tax,”  rather  than  a  “special  assessment,” 
thus  ending  a  controversy  over  the  levying  of  fire 
protection  fees  on  churches  and  religious  institu¬ 
tions.  Churches  are  now  exempted  from  paying  fire 
protection  bills. 


United  Methodism’s  Panel  on  International  Af¬ 
fairs,  meeting  in  New  York  during  and  aftor 
the  military  coup  which  overthrew  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Chile’s  President  Salvador  Allende  and 
which  claimed  his  life,  sent  a  telegram  to  Sec¬ 
ret^  of  State-Designate  Henry  A.  Kissinger 
asking  a  course  by  the  U.  S.  which  may  en- 
cour^e  “the  re-establishment  of  constitutional 
processes  and  the  restoration  of  civU  liberties 
in  Chile.”  The  Latin  American  staff  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Concerns  said  several  efforts 
had  been  made  to  reach  Chile,  where  there  are 
some  25  U.  S.  United  Methodist  missionaries 
and  8,000  Methodist  church  members,  but 
there  had  been  no  contact  as  of  Sept.  14. 

Officials  of  the  Nat’l.  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
U.  S.  Catholic  Conference  have  expressed  concern, 
by  means  of  letters  including  messages  from  several 
hundred  prominent  Church  people,  to  the  Brazilian 
government  “about  the  persecution  the  Brazilian 
church  has  been  suffering.”  The  letters  appealed  to 
Brazilian  officials  to  “guarantee  respect  for  life,  de¬ 
cent  and  humane  treatment  during  imprisonment, 
the  right  to  present  a  defense  and  freedom  for  .  .  . 
political  prisoners.” 

World  Catholic  University  leaders  affkmed  at 
a  rc^nt  meeting  in  Spain  that  Roman  Catholic 
institutions  of  higher  learning  be  “clearly  and 
identifiably  Catholic,”  strive  to  cooperate  fully 
with  the  hierarchy,  but  retain  their  function  as 
“critic”  of  the  Church  community,  according  to 
Father  Edmund  G.  Ryan,  SJ.,  executive  vice- 
president  for  educational  affairs  at  Gemgetown 
University,  Washington,  D.C. 

Addressing  the  93rd  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Baptist  Convention,  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  Mayor  Tom  Brad¬ 
ley  of  Los  Angeles  credited  the  church  with  having 
helped  him  win  election  earlier  this  year  as  the  first 
black  mayor  of  the  nation’s  third  largest  city.  The 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  layman  referring  to  the 
Watergate  affair  as  he  addressed  the  black  organi¬ 
zation,  said:  “If  we  are  to  root  out  the  unscrupulous, 
the  unethical,  not  only  in  politics  but  in  private  life, 
the  church  must  inspire  us  all.  Until  more  men  and 
women  like  you  acknowledge  that  fact,  we  shall  have 
more  Watergates.” 

Jeff  Siemon,  middle  linebacker  for  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Vikings  and  devout  Christian,  says  ‘KJod 
wants  me  located  where  I  am  in  pro  football  so 
that  I  can  best  use  the  body  He  gave  me.”  “God 
has  a  hand  in  everythii^”  he  continues,  “And 
everything  is  worldmg  together  for  His  glory  al- 
thou^  it  doesn’t  always  mean  victmy.” 


i.  •  ■"* 


UPPER  VOLTA  —  Women  set  off  across  a  parch¬ 
ed  Upper  Volta  landscape  in  search  of  water. 
The  West  African  nation  is  one  of  six  drought- 
stricken  countries  bordering  the  Sahara  where 
millions  of  Africans  are  threatened  with  famine. 
With  the  drought  now  in  its  fifth  year,  the  condi¬ 
tions  in  Mauritania,  Senegal,  Mali,  Niger,  Chad 
and  Upper  Volta  have  been  described  as  cata¬ 
strophic.  Thousands  of  nomads  are  streaming 
southward  in  search  of  food;  grain  supplies  have 
reportedly  been  exhausted  and  40  to  80  per  cent 
of  the  livestock  has  died.  (RNS  Photo) 
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LAMECO  Credit 
Union  announces 
6-month  dividend 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  Credit  Or¬ 
ganization  (LAMECO),  the  Credit 
Union  for  the  pastors  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  has  announced  the 
payment  of  a  5  per  cent  semi-annual 
dividend,  effective  June,  1973.  This 
was  paid  on  moneys  in  the  individual 
accounts  as  of  Jan.  10,  1973,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  James  Poole,  president 
of  the  credit  union,  of  Shreveport. 

This  actually  amounts  to  a  5  per 
cent  annual  dividend,  which  is  now 
credited  on  the  books  of  shareholders 
twice  a  year,  instead  of  only  once.  In 
the  past,  the  dividend  has  been  credit¬ 
ed  at  the  end  of  the  calendar  year. 

The  new  dividend  works  this  way; 
If  an  account  had  $500  in  it  as  of  Jan. 
10,  1973,  it  was  credited  with  $12.50 
in  dividends  June  30,  1973. 

Membership  of  the  LAMECO 
Credit  Union  is  limited  to  pastors  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  plus  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  faculty  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  and  employees  of  the  College,  as 
well  as  full-time  lay  employees  of  the 
local  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Louisiana,  and  the  staff  and  employ¬ 
ees  of  the  Council  on  Ministries  of¬ 
fice  in  Shreveport. 

Cost  of  becoming  a  member  is  only 


$5.25,  with  the  $5  going  to  a  share 
account,  and  25  cents  being  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  fee.  To  obtain  a  loan,  a 
member  must  be  in  the  union  for  30 
days;  have  $50  in  shares,  and  fill  out 
a  proper  loan  application.  Upon  ap¬ 
proval  by  the  credit  committee,  a 
maximum  loan  of  $4,000  with  col¬ 
lateral  may  be  obtained  to  buy  a  car, 
boat,  trailer,  etc.  A  signature  loan, 
without  collateral  may  be  obtained  for 
$750. 

■  Interest  charges  on  new  automobiles, 
trucks,  trailers,  etc.,  is  %  of  one  per 
cent  or  9%  a  year.  Interest  on  a  sig¬ 
nature  loan  is  1  per  cent  or  12%  a 
year  on  the  unpaid  balance. 

Three  years  is  the  maximum  payout 
time  on  loans. 

For  information,  and  loan  applica¬ 
tion  forms'  contact  Rev.  James  M. 
Poole,  6312  Sandbeach  Drive,  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  71105. 

t 

GUEST  PREACHER  in  the  Ingle- 
side  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  on 
Sept.  30  will  be  the  Rev.  Harold 
Babin,  pastor  of  the  St.  Francis- 
ville  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Rev.  Larry  Maxwell,  associate 
pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  preached  on  Sept.  23.  The 
Rev.  J.  C.  Wallace  is  the  Ingle- 
side  minister. 
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Have  YOU  joined  1000  Club? 


Are  you  a  member  of  the  1000 
Club  of  the  Louisiana  Conference? 

Anyone  can  join.  We  repeat:  “Any¬ 
one  can  join.” 

Some  people  in  the  past  have 
seemed  to  believe  that  only  church 
organizations,  like  Sunday  School 
classes.  United  Methodist  Men,  United 
Methodist  Women,  and  other  groups 
can  join.  Not  so. 

The  original  idea  of  the  1000  Club 
was  to  find  1000  lay  persons  who 
would  be  willing  to  give  $30  a  year, 
$10  at  a  time,  to  three  churches  who 
had  been  selected  to  receive  the 
“Calls”,  three  a  year.  Each  church  re¬ 
ceived  $10,000.  Therefore,  it  would 
take  1000  persons  each  giving  $10  at 
a  time  to  raise  this  sum. 

Now,  the  Conference  Board  of  the 
Laity’s  1000  Club  Committee  has  de¬ 
cided  to  raise^^the  $10,000  figure  to 
$20,000,  beginning  in  September, 
1974.  So,  the  1000  Club  needs  lots  of 


new  members.  Each  of  the  10  Dis¬ 
tricts  has  a  quota  of  money  to  raise 
for  each  of  the  three  Calls.  Now,  their 
quota  will  be  doubled  starting  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1974. 

The  rest  of  this  Conference  Year 
will  be  spent  getting  new  members. 
In  addition  to  the  three  churches 
helped  financially,  money  raised  above 
the  District  quota  stays  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict’s  Boards  of  Mission  to  help 
church  extension  work:  purchasing 
land  for  new  churches,  etc. 

So,  now’s  the  time  to  join  if  you  are 
not  a  member.  Simply  fill  out  the  ap¬ 
plication  blank  shown  below  and  mail 
or  take  it  to  your  pastor.  Tell  him  you 
want  to  become  ^  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  1000  Club.  You 
don’t  have  to  give  any  money  until 
there  is  a  Call  for  a  church.  So,  JOIN 
TODAY! 

t 


JO/N  THE  mo  CLUB  -  TOBAY! 


The  application  below  should  be  used  by  in¬ 
dividuals  or  groups  such  as  the  U.M.W.,  United 
Methodist  Men,  administrative  boards,  church 
school  classes,  etc.,  in  applying  for  membership. 
Fill  it  our  and  mail  it  today  to  your  District 
Direct  or. 


Your  1000  Club  District  Director 


is; 


I  Cl  We  would  like  to  be  a  port  of  the  program  of  building  United  Methodist  Churches 
for  the  advancement  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Please  enroll  me/us  for  1  □  2  □  or  (  )  memberships.  There  will  be  three  calls  each 

Conference  Year.  Each  membership  is  $10.00  per  call.  This  membership  is  permanent  until 
Cancelled  by  me. 


Elma  Ashby  returns  from  Rhodesia, 
speaking  in  Louisiana  churches 


Miss  Elma  J.  Ashby,  who  has  served 
as  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
nurse  in  Rhodesia  since  1945  will  be 
speaking  in  a  number  of  churches  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  during  the 
period  from  Sept.  14  through  Oct.  29. 
In  recent  days  she  has  spoken  at  First 
Church  in  West  Monroe,  at  Memorial 
Church  in  Monroe,  and  at  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  in  Shreveport. 

Miss  Ashby  returns  to  the  States  on 
pre-retirement  furlough.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  two  years’  service  at  the 
clinic  at  Old  Umtali  Mission,  she  has 
worked  as  head  nurse  and  administra¬ 
tor  of  the  nursing  school  at  Methodist 
Hospital,  Nyadiri  in  Rhodesia,  and  has 
taught  clinical  and  public  health  nurs¬ 
ing. 

Born  in  Tunnelton,  W.  Va.,  Miss 
Ashby  received  her  training  at  Charity 
Hospital  School  of  Nursing  in  New 
Orleans,  where  she  later  worked  as  a 
general  nurse  and  nursing  supervisor. 
She  holds  degrees  from  Louisiana 
State  University  and  Loma  Linda  Uni¬ 
versity  in  California,  studied  Chinese 
at  the  University  of  Hawaii  prior  to 
her  original  missionary  assignment  to 
China,  and  did  graduate  study  at  Scar- 
ritt  College  in  Nashville. 

Miss  Ashby’s  itinerary,  which  at  this 
time  is  incomplete,  calls  for  appear¬ 
ances  at  Plaquemine  in  Baton  Rouge 
on  Sept.  30;  Blackwater,  Oct.  7; 
Greensburg  in  Hammond  District  on 


Miss  Ashby 


Oct.  11,  and  St.  Luke’s  Church  in  New 
Orleans  on  Oct.  28. 

For  further  information  concerning 
Miss  Ashby’s  itinerary  local  churches 
should  contact  the  Rev.  Garland  C. 
Dean,  Jr.,  Conference  Missionary  Sec¬ 
retary,  at  Momingside  Church,  5500 
Heame  Ave.  in  Shreveport,  telephone 
636-2143;  or,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon,  Sr., 
work  area  chairperson  for  Missionary 
Education  in  the  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women’s  organization,  at 
402  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Minden, 
71055,  or  telephone  377-1373. 
t 


M rs.  Watkins  to 
direct  Conference 
Children's  Work 

Mrs.  Maxine  Watkins  of  Shreveport, 
formerly  of  the  old  Business  Girl’s  Inn, 
has  accepted  the  position  of  Director 
of  Children’s  Work  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  This  is  on  a  volunteer 
basis. 

Mrs.  Watkins  has  had  an  active  ca¬ 
reer  in  various  areas  of  the  education 
field.  She  brings  a  wide  background 
of  rich  experiences  and  training  to  her 
new  position. 

Those  wishing  to  contact  Mrs.  Wat¬ 
kins  may  write  to  her,  care  of  the 
Council  On  Ministries  Office,  P.  O. 
Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 
t 


Population  Trends 
at  Children’s  Home 

The  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  for  many  years  had  more 
boys  than  girls.  Traditionally 
there  were  four  cottages  for  boys, 
three  cottages  for  girls.  Since 
1970  the  trend  has  changed. 
Many  more  appeals  for  care  of 
girls,  fewer  boys,  now  come  to 
us.  It  has  been  necessary  to 
change  one  cottage  from  boys  to 
girls.  For  some  time  there  have 
been  four  girls’  cottages,  three 
boys’  cottages.  At  present  girls’ 
cottages  are  full.  Boys’  cottages 
have  some  openings. 

Why  the  change?  No  one  real¬ 
ly  seems  to  know. 

t 


Signed  _ _ _  (Church) _ 

Name  (Print) _ _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ City  _ _  Zip 


(From  left)  The  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  Monroe  District 
superintendent,  Mr.  Bill  Buller,  chairman  of  Council  on  Ministries 
at  First  Church,  Monroe,  and  the  Rev.  R.  Ray  Branton,  co-director 
of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Office,  gave  leadership 
to  a  recent  meeting  of  the  District  Council  on  Ministries  held  at 
First  Church,  Monroe. 
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UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 


are  perhaps  the  greatest  missionary 
force  in  the  world  today.” 

MRS.  DAVID  J.  CATHCART 
SPEAKS 

Principal  speaker  at  the  Friday  af¬ 
ternoon  session  and  giving  the  Chal¬ 
lenge  on  Saturday,  was  Mrs.  David 
Cathcart  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  of  the 
Women’s  Division  Regional  Staff.  Mrs. 
Cathcart  came  on  late  notice,  substitut¬ 
ing  for  Miss  Theressa  Hoover,  associ¬ 
ate  general  secretary  of  the  Women’s 
Division,  who  was  prevented  from  at¬ 
tending  due  to  sudden  iUness. 

In  her  address  Mrs.  Cathcart  stated 
that  “This  new  organization  isn’t  be¬ 
ing  created  in  a  vacuum.  It  is  being 
created  against  the  backdrop  of  all  the 
efforts  and  love  and  devotion  and 
commitment  that  has  goine  into  the 
units  that  have  gone  before  .  .  . 
There  is  a  ground-swell  of  enthusiasm 
for  this  new  program.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  are  concerned  about 
helping  shape  the  world  in  which  they 
live.”  Mrs.  Cathcart  told  the  women 
“I  am  not  one  bit  afraid  of  what’s 
going  to  happen  when  we  move  into 
the  new  organization.  I  feel  like  Wil¬ 
liam  Allen  White  did  .  .  .  ‘I’m  not  go¬ 
ing  to  be  afraid  of  tomorrow,  for  I 
have  seen  yesterday  and  I  love  the 
challenge  of  today.” 

PROJECTS  RECEIVE  FUNDS; 

DINNER  HONORS  RETIREES 

Among  items  of  business  at  the  Fri¬ 
day  session  was  the  awarding  of  $2,000 
each  to  the  five  projects  in  Louisiana 
of  the  National  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  These  projects 
are  the  Dulac  Community  Center  in 
Dulac;  MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services,  Inc.,  in  Houma; 
Peoples  United  Methodist  Center  in 
New  Orleans;  Sager  Brown  School  in 
Baldwin;  and  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center  in  New  Orleans. 

Over  520  persons  were  served  in 
the  Asbury  gymnasium  at  the  Friday 
dinner  honoring  the  retiring  W.S.C.S. 
and  the  W.S.G.  officers  and  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Finis  A.  Crutchfield.  Mrs. 
Inez  Chris  ten  ter  y  of  Baton  Rouge, 
Guild  member-at-large  of  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Society,  presided. 

BISHOP  CRUTCHFIELD 
ADDRESSED  MEETING 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  ad¬ 
dressed  the  gathering  on  Friday  eve¬ 
ning.  He  stated  “Now  we  come  to  the 
end  of  something  that  has  been  very 


useful  and  very  wonderful:  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and 
the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild.  And  now 
we  have  before  us  a  resurrection  to¬ 
morrow  into  new  life  .  .  .  into  some¬ 
thing  finer  and  better.  Nothing  is 
really  dying.” 

Bishop  Crutchfield  said  that  “The 
women  in  the  church  have  always  been 
the  bold  adventurers,”  and  that  “they 
have  always  been  the  brave  pioneers. 
Standing  on  the.  advanced  rampart  of 
intelligent  social  change  has  been  the 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church.” 

SATURDAY’S  EVENTS 

Saturday  morning’s  events  began 
with  a  Communion  Service  in  which 
Dr.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Lafayette  District  chal¬ 
lenged  the  women  to  “make  the  new 
better  than  the  past  has  been.”  At  this 
service  and  in  every  session  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  the  balcony  of  the  host 
church  were  filled  to  capacity. 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Women’s  Division  member, 
presided  at  the  opening  business  ses¬ 
sion.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  By-laws  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas  of  Baton 
Rouge,  secretary  of  the  W.S.G. ,  and 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron  of  Pineville, 
chairwoman  of  the  Committee  on  Con¬ 
stitution  and  By-laws  of  the  W.S.C.S. 
Giving  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
cn  Nominations  were  Mrs.  J.  E.  Mc- 
Campbell  of  Alexandria,  chairwoman, 
Committee  on  Nominations  of  the 
W.S.C.S.,  and  Mrs.  Alvin  Sandefur, 
chairperson.  Committee  on  Nomina¬ 
tions  of  the  W.S.G.  An  account  of  that 
report  and  of  the  election  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  new  organization  may  be 
found  in  an  accompanying  article  be¬ 
ginning  on  page  1.  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisen- 
tery  shared  the  presiding  responsibili¬ 
ties. 

Other  business  items  saw  the  group 
accept  the  invitation  to  hold  the  An¬ 
nual  Meeting  next  year  in  Natchito¬ 
ches;  the  Pledge  Service,  led  by  Mrs. 
James  T.  Spencer  of  Farmerville,  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  W.S.C.S.;  the  commission¬ 
ing  of  the  elected  leaders  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Women,  led  by  Mrs. 
Charles  B.  McGowan;  the  challenge 
given  by  Mrs.  David  Cathcart,  and  the 
Service  of  Celebration  led  by  Mrs. 
George  M.  Chastain  of  Lake  Charles, 
chairman  of  Spiritual  Growth  in  the 
former  W.S.C.S.  and  Mrs.  Velma 
Thomas,  Lake  Charles  District  chair¬ 
man  in  the  former  W.S.G. 


Staff  members  for  the 
Alexandria  District  Mis¬ 
sions  Workshop  held 
Sunday,  Sept.  16  at 
Palestine  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church:  (left  to 
right)  Mrs.  Estelle 
Dameron,  Mrs.  Clytie 
Perry,  the  Rev.  Donald 
J.  Hall,  district  mission¬ 
ary  secretary,  and  Mrs. 
Lillie  Mae  Pomeroy.  Dr. 
Clyde  Clark  is  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Alexandria 
District/the  Rev.  Richard 
Hoffpauir  is  pastor  of  the 
host  church. 


Among  other  hosts  at  the  Asbury 
church  were  Mrs.  Vera  Williams, 
chairman,  Lafayette  District  W.S.G. 
and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Atkinson,  president, 
Lafayette  District  W.S.C.S.  The  gen¬ 
eral  chairman  of  the  local  church  ar¬ 
rangements  committee  was  Mrs.  Alan 
Kimbrough.  Mrs.  Warren  Trimm  was 
co-chairman. 

Official  attendance  records  showed 
155  delegates  present,  348  visitors 
registered;  one  Women’s  Division 
member,  37  conference  officers,  one 
jurisdiction  officer;  seven  project  di¬ 
rectors;  four  special  guests  and  118 
non-registered  visitors,  giving  a  grand 
total  of  671  persons  attending. 

The  offering  received  at  Friday  eve¬ 
ning’s  service  was  given  to  missions  in 
the  name  of  the  retiring  officers.  The 
amount  was  $503.55. 
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munity  (1  year),  Mrs.  George  M.  Chas¬ 
tain,  Lake  Charles. 

Elected  as  Secretary  of  Program  Re¬ 
sources  (2  years)  was  Mrs.  Martin 
Wagnon,  Jennings,  and  as  Chairper¬ 
son,  Committee  on  Membership  (2 
years),  Mrs.  Nancy  Tebow  of  Bunkie. 

Named  to  the  Committee  on  Nomi¬ 
nations  were:  Chairperson  (1  year), 
Mrs.  E.  Mae  Calvin,  New  Orleans,  and 
the  following  members  (1  year):  Mrs. 
J.  E.  McCampbell,  Alexandria,  and 
Mrs.  Alvin  Sandefur,  Bunkie;  (2 
years):  Miss  J.  Vernita  Booker,  New 
Orleans;  Mrs.  Cecil  S.  Read,  Farmcr- 
ville;  and  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Thomas, 
Natchitoches.  For  three  years:  Mrs.  S. 
E.  Rose,  Bastrop;  Miss  Maudry  Car- 
mouche,  Lafayette;  and  Mrs.  Warren 
Blakcman,  Sulphur. 
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Wynn  Memorial  Church 
to  celebrate  50th  year 

Wynn  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  at  3816  Virginia  Ave¬ 
nue  in  Shreveport,  armounces  a  Home¬ 
coming  Anniversary  observance  to  be 
held  next  Sunday,  Sept.  30  in  celebra¬ 
tion  of  its  founding  in  1923.  The  Rev. 
Ira  A.  Love,  who  was  pastor  from 
1963-1967  will  deliver  the  sermon  at 
morning  worship,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Bob  Flowers  the  present  pastor., 
A  fellowship  dinner  will  follow  the 
morning  service,  and  there  will  be  a 
song  service  in  the  afternoon. 

In  June  of  1923,  Dr.  R.  H.  Wynn, 
presiding  elder  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  gave  leadership  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  church,  directing  a  sur¬ 
vey  with  assistance  from  ministerial 
students  of  CentenaryCollege  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  or  not  a  church  was 
needed  in  the  area.  In  August  of 
1923,  two  lots  were  purchased,  and 
the  building  that  is  now  the  parsonage 
was  erected  as  a  temporary  place  of 
worship.  Claiborne  Methodist  Church 
was  organized  in  1923  with  49  charter 
members,  and  in  1935  the  name  was 
changed  to  Wynn  Memorial  in  honor 
of  Dr.  Wynn,  its  founder. 

Other  pastors  have  included  the 
Revs.  W.  F.  Henderson,  D.  B.  Raw¬ 
lins,  E.  C.  Dufresne,  Roy  Fort,  Thur¬ 
mond  Spinks,  Carl  Lueg,  J.  C.  Sen- 
sintaffer,  Jerome  Cain,  (W.  F.  Hen¬ 
derson,  the  first  pastor  returned  in 
1935  to  serve  for  one  year),  E.  B. 
Chaney,  W.  C.  Barham,  G.  A.  La- 
Grange,  B.  D.  Watson,  James  B. 


Mrs.  Watkins 


Mrs.  Watkins  to 

coordinate  CWU 

? 

Workshop 

Texarkana  will  host  a  regional  Re¬ 
sponse-Ability  workshop  concerning 
Church  Women  United.  The  event  is 
scheduled  for  Oct.  2-4  and  will  be  held 
at  Holiday  Inn,  Texarkana,  Texas. 
This  region  will  include  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  and  eastern  Texas. 

Mrs.  Maxine  Watkins  of  Shreveport, 
La.,  will  be  the  coordinator.  Mrs. 
Watkins  is  a  United  Methodist.  She 
received  her  education  in  Indiana  and 
worked  in  the  fields  of  music  and 
Christian  education  in  schools  and 
churches  of  Indiana,  Alabama,  and  in 
several  churches  in  Louisiana. 

The  workshops  are  designed  to  help 
CWU  officers  be  more  effective  by 
sharpening  abilities  to  respond  to  con¬ 
ditions  and  needs.  Workshops  will  in¬ 
clude  help  in 

•  dealing  with  diversity 

•  planning — particularly  goal  setting 

•  how  to  be  “advocates” 

•  creating  effective  services 

•  building  relationships 

•  creating  Celebrations 

all  within  the  context  of  what  it  means 
to  be  a  Christian  woman  in  chaotic 
times. 

Sister  Florence  Yutterman  of  Little 
Rock  is  president  of  Church  Women 
United  in  Arkansas.  Mrs.  William, 
Haskell  of  Delhi  is  president  of  the 
organization  in  Louisiana. 
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Grambling,  K.  G.  Rorie,  W.  R.  Wendt, 
R.  E.  Carter,  and  Willis  Dear. 

Recent  improvements  on  the  church 
property  have  included  installation  of 
a  new  ceiling,  painting  the  Youth  and 
Activity  Building,  and  installation  of 
a  central  heating  system. 
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DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Reading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Sept.  30 — Sunday  .  Deut.  28:1-14 


Oct.  1  . Psalm  121:1-8 

Oct.  2  . Psalm  122:1-9 

Oot.  3  . Psalm  128:1-6 

Oct.  4  . Psalm  144:1-15 

Oct.  5  . Isaiah  40:1-11 

Oct.  6  . Rev.  7:1-8 

14:1-5 


Oct.  7 — Sunday  ..  .1  Cor,  11:23-32 
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Highlights  and  sidelights  of  women’ 


Mrs.  David  Cathcart  of  Nashville, 
Term.,  was  a  principal  speaker  during 
the  women’s  meeting  in  Lafayette, 
filling  in  for  Theressa  Hoover,  who 
became  ill.  Mrs.  Cathcart  is  well 
known  in  Louisiana,  having  taught  in 
the  recent  School  of  Christian  Mission 
at  Centenary.  She  is  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  South  Eastern  Jurisdiction 
WSCS  and  is  now  on  the  regional  staff 
of  the  Women’s  Division. 


Mrs.  C.  B.  McGowan,  at 
left,  former  conference 
president,  presided  Satur¬ 
day  morning.  Program 
chairmen  were  Mrs.  Leo 
Hoffpauir,  extreme  right, 
and  Miss  Mildred  Evans. 


s  “Celehration”  by  Editor  Workman 


Retiring  WSCS  and  WSG  officers  were  honored  at  the  Friday  dinner.  BACK 
ROW,  from  left:  Mrs.  Martin  Wagnon  of  Jennings,  Program  Materials;  Mrs. 
Ardessie  Prophet,  vice-president  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas,  WSG  secre¬ 
tary,  both  of  Baton  Rouge.  MIDDLE  ROW:  Mrs.  George  Chastain,  Spir¬ 
itual  Growth,  Lake  Charles;  Mrs.  J.  E.  McCampbell,  WSCS  chm.  of  Nomi¬ 
nations,  Alexandria;  Mrs.  Alvin  Sandefur,  WSG  Nominations,  Bunkie;  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Manning,  Jr.,  historian,  Ruston;  Mrs.  Arthur  Johnson,  Christian 
Social  Relations,  Shreveport.  FRONT  ROW:  Mrs.  W.  S.  P.  Norris,  WSCS 
secretary.  New  Orleans;  Mrs.  James  T.  Spencer,  treasurer,  Farmerville; 
Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  WSG  chairman,  Monroe;  and  Mrs.  Robert  Compton, 
WSCS  president,  Elton. 


The  early  morning  Communion  Service  was  an  espe¬ 
cially  worshipful  experience. 


The  registration  tables  at  Asbury  prepare  to  register 
the  670  delegates  and  visitors. 


The  new  Asbury  gym  accommodated  the  guests  for 
the  Friday  evening  dinner  honoring  retiring  officers. 


Gifts  of  $2,000  were  presented  to  each  of  the  five 
agencies  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  operating 
in  Louisiana.  In  this  group  of  delighted  recipients 
were  Mr.  andMrs.  Darrell  Radely,  accepting  for  the 
Sager  Brown  School,  James  Bopp  for  Dulac  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  and  Jerry  Bridges  for  MacDonell 
Methodist  Children’s  Services.  Not  shown:  repre¬ 
sentatives  for  Peoples’  Community  Center  and  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Center. 

AX  LEFT:  Lafayette  hosts  included  Mrs.  Sam 
Peek,  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  G.  McDowell,  Mrs.  Ronald  Sarver  and  Mrs. 
D.  A.  Dunnington. 


A  painting  by  H.  F.  Mennard,  art  teacher  in  Tara 
Senior  High,  Baton  Rouge,  was  symbolic  of  the 
merger  of  women  into  United  Methodist  Women,  as 
the  colorful  comets  merged  to  make  a  brilliant  star. 
Mrs.  Crutchfield  holds  the  painting  presented  by 
Mrs.  Carlyle  Chapman  of  Camphor  Memorial  Church, 
Baton  Rouge. 


Mrs.  Leo  Hoffpauir  (second  from  left)  of  Lake 
Charles,  who  was  program  chairman,  is  shown  with 
hostesses:  Mrs.  Warren  Trimm,  Asbury  UMW  presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  Alan  Kimbrough,  general  chairman  of  ar¬ 
rangements;  Mrs.  James  Caraway,  wife  of  the  host 
pastor;  and  Mrs.  Mac  Bentley,  wife  of  the  associate 


pastor.  Their  dress  is  Acadian. 

ABOVE;  Lafayette  ministers  shown  with  Bishop 
Crutchfield  are  the  Rev.  Jerry  Means,  at  left.  First 
Church;  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Asbury  Church; 
and  the  Rev.  Edgar  D.  Smith,  Mallalieu  and  St. 
James  Churches. 
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ORIBINTATION:  We  are  in  the  first  quarter  <rf  the 
1973>74  church  school  year.  The  theme  for 
this  quarter  (Sept.-Oct.-Nov.)  is  THE  GOSPEL 
ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  in  unit  #2 
(Sept.  30-Oct.  28)  of  this  quarter.  The  unit 
subject  is  THE  MESSAGE  OF  RECONCIL¬ 
IATION.  Our  lesson  for  Oct.  7  is  the  second 
in  this  unit  ctf  five  lessons  and  is  entitled  “Law 
and  GospeL” 

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  Romans  2:17 
through  3:31. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  We  hold  that  a  man  is 
justified  by  faith  apart  from  the  works  cd  law. 
— ^Romans  3:28 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  examine  the  con¬ 
cept  of  salvation  by  fmth  alone,  as  opposed  to 
the  attempt  to  gain  acceptance  with  and  be 
reconciled  to  God  throu^  obedience  to  the 
law;  to  see  this  concept  as  central  to  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  reconciliathm  ol  men  to  God;  to  re¬ 
view  our  own  acceptance  of  this  great  gift  and 
to  evaluate  our  obedience  in  bearing  witness  to 

this  vital  mess^e  of  the  gospeL 
♦  *  * 

SUPPOSE 

Suppose  that  you  had  a  million  dollars  and  that 
you  wanted  to  give  it  away  —  all  at  one  time. 
That’s  a  pretty  interesting  “suppose!”  And  it  takes 
a  lot  for  granted:  first,  that  you  have  a  million  dol¬ 
lars;  and  second,  that  you’d  want  to  give  it  away! 
But  let’s  just  suppose,  anyway,  for  the  sake  of  my 
illustration. 

We  might  be  surprised  to  find  that  to  give  away 
a  million  dollars  is  not  as  easy  as  we  might  think. 
To  this,  the  person  to  whom  such  an  offer  were  to 
be  made  would  probably  say  “Just  try  me;  I’ll  show 
you  how  easy  it  is!”  But  it  is  interesting  to  hear 
that  such  experiments  have  reportedly  been  made 
only  to  learn  that  many  persons  are  most  reluctant 
to  accept  a  generous  gift  with  no  strings  attached. 
We  suspect,  and  are  suspicious  of,  that  which  is 
free. 

*  *  * 

CAN  GOD  GIVE  AWAY 
“THE  GREATEST  GIFT?” 

Something  of  the  same  kind  of  quandry  is  faced 
by  God  himself  as  he  seeks  to  give  us  the  gift  of 
salvation,  “No  deal,”  we  say;  “We  can’t  freely  ac¬ 
cept  such  a  wonderful  gift.  We  must  work  for  it. 
We  must  earn  it.  We  are  not  worthy  to  receive  this 
marvelous  gift  from  you  without  first  doing  some¬ 
thing  to  justify  receiving  it.” 

*  *  * 

The  above  is  an  all-too-inadequate  analogy,  but 
it  can  serve  to  introduce  a  concept  of  man’s  salva¬ 
tion  and  an  understanding  of  how  God  relates  to 
man  which  has  been  one  of  the  most  truly  revolu¬ 
tionary  thoughts  of  all  time:  salvation  by  faith  and 

the  concept  of  free  grace. 

*  *  * 

AN  ETERNAL  QUESTION 

One  of  the  eternal  questions  of  man  has  been 
“How  can  I  win  approval  in  the  sight  of  God?”  The 
question  has  been  expressed  in  a  multitude  of  waysj 
but  essentially  it  is  the  question  of  the  Philippian 
jailer  who  asked  “What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?” 
(Acts  16:30), 

The  issue  facing  Paul  was  that  his  readers,  most¬ 


ly  Jews,  had  sought  to  answer  this  question  by  a 
stringent  allegiance  to'  the  law.  Paul’s  response  was 
that  it  was  not  only  impossible  to  be  reconciled  to 
God  by  keeping  the  law,  but  that  such  human  ef¬ 
forts  were  missing  the  whole  point  of  God’s  grace. 
Salvation  comes  by  faith,  he  says;  not  by  keeping 
the  law  as  a  set  of  regulations. 

*  *  * 

THE  HEART  OF  THE  MESSAGE  OF 
RECONCIUATION 

We  must  approach  today’s  lesson,  “Law  and 
Gospel,”  with  a  reminder  that  our  unit  of  study 
concerns  “The  Message  of  Reconciliation.”  The 
matters  before  us  today  lead  us  straight  to  the  heart 
of  God’s  word  to  us  through  the  gospel:  that  we  are 
reconciled  to  God  not  by  obedience  to  the  law  but 
by  the  gift  of  God’s  grace  acknowledged  by  faith. 
This  is  the  gospel,  the  good  news:  that  what  man 
cannot  do  for  himself  by  the  impossible  way  of 
obedience  to  the  law,  God  has  in  Christ  done  for 
him  in  the  totally  benevolent  way  of  the  gift  of 
reconciling  grace. 

To  get  into  this  whole  concept  we  must  look  at 
(1)  the  purpose  and  function  of  the  law;  (2)  thd 
scope  of  the  gospel;  and  (3)  the  role  of  faith. 

*  *  * 

THE  PURPOSE  AND  FUNCTION  OF  THE  LAW 

No  man  can  justify  himself  before  God  by 
a  perfect  performance  of  the  law’s  de¬ 
mands  —  indeed  it  is  the  straightedge  of 
the  law  that  shows  us  how  crooked  we 
are. — Romans  3:20  (J.  B.  Phillips  trans.) 

The  problem  of  the  law  was  one  that  the  Jews 
should  never  have  had  to  contend  with  in  the  first 
place.  For  it  stemmed  from  a  misunderstanding  of 
the  original  intent  of  their  law.  The  Torah,  the  first 
five  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  formed  “The 
Law.”  For  most  Jews  the  law  was  God’s  revealed 
will;  it  provided  a  way  of  life  and  reflected  the 
righteousness  of  God.  The  psalmist  describes  thg 
devoted  Jew  in  his  regard  for  the  law:  “His  delight 
is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  on  his  law  he  medi¬ 
tates  day  ahd  night”  (Psalm  1). 

The  purpose  of  the  law  was  to  point  the  way  to 
the  lawgiver.  But  as  centuries  passed  it  became  dif¬ 
ficult  to  apply  the  law  to  new  circumstances.  Con¬ 
sequently  the  law  was  rewritten  into  hundreds  upon 
hundreds  of  tiny  regulations  to  be  followed.  With 
popular  usage,  these  regulations  gradually  replaced 
the  original  law  as  the  object  of  the  nation’s  obedi¬ 
ence.  The  once  noble  law  of  the  eternal  God  had 
been  decimated  into  the  tedious  regulations  of  man. 

The  law  was  never  intended  to  be  a  way  of  sal¬ 
vation.  It  was  designed,  rather,  to  serve  three  pur¬ 
poses:  (1)  to  show  men  how  righteous  God  is;  (2) 
show  man  his  own  weakness  and  sinfulness  (“.  .  .  it 
is  the  straightedge  of  the  law  that  shows  us  how 
crooked  we  are”);  and  (3)  to  show  men  the  futility 
of  trying  to  be  good  enough  to  merit  God’s  favor 
and  thus  to  encourage  them  to  turn  to  him  for  help. 

The  burden  of  Paul’s  case  that  salvation  is  by 
faith  is  that  God  is  concerned  with  persons,  not 
laws. 

:)£  * 

THE  SCOPE  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

...  a  true  Jew  is  not  the  man  who  is 
merely  a  Jew  outwardly,  and  real  cir¬ 
cumcision  is  not  just  a  matter  of  the  body. 

The  true  Jew  is  one  who  belongs  to  God 


in  heart,  a  man  whose  circumcision  is  not 
just  an  outward  physical  affair  but  is  a 
God-made  sign  upon  the  heart  and  soul 
...  —  Romans  2:25-29  (J.  B.  Phillips 
trans.) 

To  the  Jew  who  was  certain  that  he  stood  in  a 
special  relationship  to  God,  such  a  passage  as  the 
above  must  have  been  an  outrage.  Jewishness,  says 
Paul,  is  not  a  matter  of  race;  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  outward  signs  such  as  circumcision.  It  is,  rather, 
a  matter  of  conduct  and  of  the  heart.  The  gospel, 
says  Paul,  is  for  all  persons. 

William  Barclay  states  it  this  way:  “God’s  prom¬ 
ises  ...  are  not  to  people  of  a  certain  race  and  to 
people  who  bear  a  certain  mark  on  their  bodies. 
God’s  promises  are  to  people  who  live  a  certain 
kind  of  life  irrespective  of  what  race  they  may  be¬ 
long  to.  To  be  a  real  Jew  is  not  a  matter  of  pedi¬ 
gree;  it  is  a  matter  of  character  .  .  .”  (Wm.  Barclay 

THE  DAILY  STUDY  BIBLE,  Romans,  pg.  42). 

*  *  * 

THE  ROLE  OF  FAITH 

But  now  we  are  seeing  the  righteousness 
of  God  declared  quite  apart  from  the  law 
...  —  it  is  a  ri^teousness  imparted  to, 
and  operating  in,  all  who  have  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  Under  this  divine  “sys¬ 
tem”  a  man  who  has  faith  is  now  freely 
acquitted  in  the  eye  of  God  .  .  .  the  whole 
matter  is  now  on  a  different  plane  —  be¬ 
lieving  instead  of  achieving.  —  Romans 
3:21,  24,  28  (J.  B.  Phillips  trans.) 

Paul  has  been  called  “the  world’s  first  free 
man,”  and  it  was  the  discovery  which  he  pens  above 
which  brought  this  freedom.  Faith,  complete  trust, 
“utter  yieldedness”  in  and  to  what  God  has  done  for 
man  —  not  what  man  could  do  to  please  God  —  is 
what  reconciles  man  to  God. 

The  way  to  God  is  not  the  way  of  law;  it  is  the 
way  of  grace.  The  way  to  salvation  is  not  the  way 
of  works;  it  is  the  way  of  faith.  Barclay  says  that 
“.  .  .  the  way  of  obedience  to  the  law  is  concerned 
with  what  a  man  can  do  for  himself;  the  way  of 
grace  is  concerned  with  what  God  .  .  .  has  done 
for  man.  Paul  is  insisting  that  nothing  that  we  can 
ever  do  can  win  for  us  the  forgiveness  of  God;  only 
what  God  has  done  for  us  can  win  that  .  .  .” 

Paul’s  great  understanding  of  the  gospel,  that 
salvation  comes  by  faith,  brings  us  to  the  heart  of 
the  message  of  reconciliation.  It  is  that  through 
Jesus  Christ  we  are  offered  the  way  to  salvation;  a 
way  that  is  free  from  slavish  adherence  to  a  system 
of  law  or  works  and  delivers  us  from  preoccupation 
with  punishment  or  reward.  By  the  grace  of  God  we 

can  accept  the  fact  that  we  are  accepted  by  God. 

*  *  * 

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.  Do  we  find  it  difficult  to  “accept  the  grace 
of  God?”  If  so,  why? 

2.  Do  we  feel  that  we  must  “earn”  our  salva¬ 
tion?  If  so,  why? 

3.  Why  is  the  concept  of  salvation  by  faith  so 
revolutionary?  Explain  your  answer. 

4.  In  what  sense  are  we  not  to  take  pride  in 
good  works?  In  what  sense  can  we  justify  joy  in 
them? 

*  *  * 

NEXT  WEEK;  “RECONCILIATION  THROUGH 
CHRIST”  — Romans,  Chapter  5 
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#  Worlfl  Commynion  Sunday, 

October  7 

‘More  than  Bread’ 


“Our  chaplains’  retreat  is  one  of  the  highlights  of 

our  year.  We  never  miss  one  if  we  can  help  it.” 

!(:***  !(! 

“Without  the  Crusade  Scholarship  program  I 
couldn’t  have  made  it  to  graduate  school.” 

:((  j|(  ^  4: 

“The  scholarship  and  work  program  at  South¬ 
western  opened  the  only  door  I  had  to  get  a  college 
education.” 

](c 

“It  is  the  United  Methodist  compassion  for  peo¬ 
ple^  evidenced  through  the  World  Communion  Of¬ 
fering,  that  adds  a  plus  factor  to  this  already  sig¬ 
nificant  day.” 

4c  :|c  :|c  :|i  « 

Four  statements,  all  related  to  the  personal 
meaning  of  World  Communion  Sunday  and  the  spe¬ 
cial  offering  of  the  day.  The  first  is  from  Robert 
Simpson,  chaplain  at  the  VA  hospital  in  Dallas, 
Tex.  Mr.  Simpson  has  been  in  this  specialized  min¬ 


istry  since  1956  and  reports  that  he  depends  heavily 
upon  the  support  given  him  through  the  Division 
on  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  of  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  ahd  Ministry.  The  Dallas  VA 
hospital  specializes  in  work  with  cancer  patients,  and 
performs  many  open-heart  operations.  The  work 
with  patient  and  families  is  both  rewarding  and  tax¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Simpson  reports,  because  of  the  very  ser¬ 
ious  nature  of  each  patient’s  illness.  The  spiritual 
lift  he  gets  from  the  fellowship  at  the  annual  chap¬ 
lains’  retreats  is  something  he  and  his  wife  have 
come  to  depend  upon. 

-  One  fourth  of  the  World  Communion  Offering 
supports  the  work  of  the  Division  on  Chaplains  and 
Related  Ministries.  This  agency  staff  carries  on  a 
visitation  program  with  all  chaplains,  civilian  and 
military,  and  serves  as  the  certification  agency  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Rodolfo  Barrera  was  born  in  Tampico,  Mexico, 
and  grew  up  in  a  military  garrison.  He  attended  the 
Lydia  Patterson  Institute  in  El  Paso,  crossing  the 
international  bridge  each  day  from  Mexico.  Called 
to  the  ministry,  he  is  now  in  his  second  year  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  Tex.  He  is  in¬ 
terested  in  the  parish  ministry  and,  as  a  part  of  his 
training,  was  a  student  intern  during  the  summer  of 
1973  at  Parkland  Hospital  in  Dallas.  It  is  Crusade 
Scholars’  money  which  permits  him  to  remain  in 
school. 

Denice  Wang  was  born  in  Hong  Kong.  With  her 
family  she  now  lives  in  the  U.  S.  Chinese  by  birth, 
American  by  choice,  Denice  wants  to  be  a  school 
teacher.  She  will  be  able  to  realize  this  goal  be¬ 
cause  of  funds  received  by  her  school  from  the 
World  Communion  Offering. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Greenwalt  has  been  working 
in  the  field  of  general  church  benevolence  promotion 
for  more  than  20  years,  and  can  assess  the  remark¬ 
able  giving  record  of  our  denomination.  He  now 
heads  the  Interpretation  office  of  the  Joint  Commit¬ 


tee  on  Communications,  the  agency  responsible  for 
promoting  the  World  Communion  Offering.  It  is  his 
opinion  that  the  1973  theme — “More  Than  Bread” 
—  suggests  some  of  the  deeper  meanings  of  this  ob¬ 
servance.  As  he  puts  it: 

“Every  effort  is  made  to  urge  people  to  attend 
church  and  participate  in  The  Lord’s  Supper  on  this 
day.  Materials  are  provided  to  help  pastors  and  con¬ 
gregations  sense  both  the  meaning  and  the  scope  of 
World  Communion  Sunday.  The  offering  is  one  way 
to  give  added  meaning  to  our  emphasis  upon  the 
brotherhood  of  man  and  the  Fatherhood  of  God.” 


Myriam  Visot,  left,  is  a  former  Crusade  Scholar 
now  teaching  in  the  University  of  Puerto  Rico. 
Miss  Visot  is  also  a  lay  pastor  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Juan. 
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United  Methodist  Building  in  nation^s  capital  city  site 
of  celebration  marking  50  years  of  changing  f  unctions 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
The  events,  the  trends  and  the  people 
that  have  centered  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Building  on  Capitol  Hill  here  for 
a  half-century  were  celebrated  Sun¬ 
day,  Oct.  21. 

The  2  p.m.  chapel  service  featured 
an  address  by  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  a  United 
Methodist  layman. 

The  ceremony  was  conducted  by  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety.  Participants  in  the  worship  cele¬ 
bration  and  reception  included  the 
Rev.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  board,  and  other  staff  and 
board  members. 

The  five-story  structure,  built  in 
1923  to  house  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church’s  Board  of  Temperance,  Pro¬ 
hibition  and  Public  Morals  and  some 
other  Methodist  offices,  now  includes 
several  other  Methodist  agencies  plus 
those  of  other  denominations.  It  still 
contains  most  of  the  67  apartments 
put  in  the  original  building  and  its 
1932  extension. 

However,  the  50  years  of  change 
have  emcompassed  more  than  tenants. 
New  interpretations  of  its  purpose  as 
a  “wakeful  and  powerful  sentinel  on 
guard”  in  the  nation’s  capital  have 
sometimes  altered  its  early  “dignity” 
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and  “quiet”  as  it  became  a  forum  and 
haven  for  many  of  the  1960s’  dissent 
movements. 

The  sponsoring  board  has  become, 
through  several  organizational  and 
denominational  mergers,  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Its  Division  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Welfare  owns  the  building,  which 
stands  between  the  Supreme  Court  and 
Senate  office  Buildings  and  faces  the 
Capitol. 

The  limestone  building,  of  Italian 
Renaissance  style,  rose  at  100  Mary¬ 
land  Avenue,  Northeast,  on  what  had 
been  a  clay  bank  occupied  only  by 
billboards.  Its  later  addition  replaced 
some  dilapidated  houses. 

The  structure  had  its  cornerstone 
laying  Jan.  28,  1923,  and  its  dedica¬ 
tion  a  year  later  on  Jan.  16.  Its  fi¬ 
nancing  came  largely  through  personal 
donations  and  collections  from  meet¬ 
ings  addressed  by  Dr.  Charles  True 
Wilson,  prohibition  leader  who  was 
then  executive  secretary  of  the  church’s 
temperance  agency. 

President  Calvin  Coolidge  sent  the 
dedicatory  service  a  message  which 
said  that  the  event  “suggests  how 
practical  and  socially  useful  the  work 
of  the  great  religious  establishments  is 
becoming.”  Speakers  at  the  occasion 


included  famed  orator  William  Jen¬ 
nings  Bryan  and  Pennsylvania  Gov. 
Gifford  Pinchot,  well-known  conserva¬ 
tionist. 


Alterations  in  functions  related  to 
the  building  have  resulted  from  both 
changes  in  the  times  and  from  agency 
mergers.  While  the  “public  morals” 
phrase  in  the  original  board’s  name 
gave  it  wide  scope,  that  group’s  em¬ 
phases  were  temperance,  gambling  and 
obscenity. 

The  agency’s  merger  with  former 
Boards  of  Social  and  Economic  Rela¬ 
tions  and  of  World  Peace,  earlier  based 
in  Chicago,  gave  it  entry  into  such 
areas  as  race  relations,  peace,  church- 
state  affairs,  mental  health,  population, 
welfare,  economic  policies,  civil  liber¬ 
ties,  urbanization  and  poverty. 

This  merger,  in  1960,  also  coincided 
with  the  beginning  of  a  decade  of  new 
concerns  for  and  progress  in  several 
of  these  areas,  along  with  new  ways 
of  expressing  those  concerns.  These 
included  confrontation  of  government 
representatives,  marches  and  demon¬ 
strations,  and  the  building  at  various 
times  afforded  offices,  housing  and 
rallying  space  related  to  the  Poor  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Campaign,  protests  against  the 


Vietnam  War,  support  for  the  United 
Farm  Workers  and  for  the  civil  rights 
campaigns. 

Its  current  occupants  include  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  agencies  —  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews  of  the  Washington  Area, 
some  offices  of  the  Women’s  Division 
and  Baltimore  Conference,  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Affairs  Project  of  the  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries. 

There  also  are  public  affairs  offices 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
United  Presbyterian,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Men- 
nonite  Central  Committee,  Unitarian- 
Universalist  Association,  American 
Baptist,  Episcopal,  American  Ethical 
Union,  American  Humanist  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  several  inter-group  coalitions 
in  areas  related  to  church  and  society. 
Others  are  the  American  Library  As¬ 
sociation,  the  Population  Institute  and 
the  Committee  on  Africa. 

In  1957,  warned  of  possible  federal 
takeover  of  the  property,  the  former 
Board  of  Temperance  bought  a  19-acre 
undeveloped  tract  in  NortWest  Wash¬ 
ington  and  passed  it  on  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  Though  the  threat  diminished, 
the  property  is  still  being  held  for  pos¬ 
sible  headquarters  use. 
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World  Methodist  Evangelism  Council 
announces  simultaneous  events 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (UMC)— Three 
vital  steps  have  been  announced  by 
the  World  Methodist  Council  Evan¬ 
gelism  Committee. 

They  are; 

•  a  worldwide  vigil  of  prayer,  Dec. 
31,  1973. 

•  a  simultaneous  Bible  study 
around  the  world  during  Lent,  1974. 

•  a  Congress  on  Evangelism  at 
Dallas,  Texas,  Jan.  8-10,  1974. 

The  Worldwide  Vigil  of  Prayer,  Dec. 
31,  will  begin  with  a  service  in  Tonga, 
near  the  International  Date  Line,  and 
proceed  around  the  world. 

One  unique  aspect  of  the  vigil  will 
be  the  linking  together  of  Christians 
from  many  countries  by  the  use  of  an 
international  recording. 

The  cassette  begins  with  greetings 
from  the  Tonga  Islands.  It  contains 
brief,  challenging  statements  from  Dr. 
Allan  Walker  of  Australia,  Bishop 
Yap  Kim  Hao  of  Singapore,  Mrs. 
Elisa  Ocera  of  the  Philippines,  Bishop 
Eric  Mitchell  of  India,  Rev.  Thomas 
Koomson  of  Ghana,  Dr.  George  Sails 
of  London,  Bishops  Arias  and  Baha- 
monde  of  South  America,  Dr.  Ira  Gal- 
laway  of  the  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Gaius 
Thibadeaux  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Shreveport, 
Dr.  Robert  Andrews  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Church,  and  other  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
Examination  of  all  sides  of  the  abor¬ 
tion  issue  is  being  urged  upon  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  by  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders,  in  the  wake  of  proposals 
to  overturn  court  rulings  supporting 
abortion  rights. 

Each  congressman  has  received  a 
letter  setting  forth  the  1972  General 
Conference  stand  and  suggesting  that 
“the  proper  role  of  government  in  so 
private  a  matter  as  abortion  is  one  of 
non-interference.”  The  letter  was  from 
Bishop  James  Armstrong,  Aberdeen, 
S.  D.,  president  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  and  Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Y. 
Choy,  Seattle,  chairman  of  the  board’s 
Division  of  General  Welfare. 

Following  Supreme  Court  rulings 
earlier  this  year,  several  legislators 
have  proposed  anti-abortion  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution.  The 

Chavez  Victory  Forecast 

FRESNO,  Calir.  (UMC)  —  The 
United  Farm  Workers,  led  by  Cesar 
Chavez,  will  eventually  win  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  bitter  struggle  with  the  Teamsters’ 
Union  for  labor  contracts  in  Califor¬ 
nia  fields,  predicts  the  Rev.  Leo  D. 
Nieto,  New  York,  executive  secretary 
of  ethnic  and  language  ministries  for 
the  National  Division,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  Nieto,  who  also  is  chairman  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches-re- 
lated  National  Farm  Worker  Ministry, 
spent  more  than  three  weeks  in  Aug¬ 
ust  on  the  picket  lines  in  grape  vine¬ 
yards  with  the  UFW  in  California’s 
San  Joaquin  Valley. 


Under  the  guidance  of  the  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  Committee,  of 
which  Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  is  chairman,  a  packet 
of  materials  has  been  prepared  for  this 
vigil.  It  contains; 

One  International  Recording  (a  23- 
minute  cassette) 

One  Vigil  Sign-up  Chart 

Four  Posters 

100  Vigil  Programs,  containing  pic¬ 
tures  of  all  persons  who  are 
heard  on  the  cassettes  and  sugges¬ 
tions  for  those  participating  in  the 
prayer  vigil 

100  Commitments  Cards  (to  be  of¬ 
fered  participants  for  use) 

One  Sheet  of  Suggestions  for  Vigil 
preparation 

This  packet  is  now  available  through 
Tidings,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  37203  for  $7.95. 

In  the  United  States  this  Worldwide 
Vigil  of  Prayer  is  being  considered  by 
many  United  Methodists,  Wesleyan, 
African  Methodist  Episcopal,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion,  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal,  and  Free  Meth¬ 
odist  Christians  as  a  fitting  climax  to 
Key  73  and  a  time  for  launching  into 
increasingly  vital  activities  of  Christian 
witness  and  service. 

A  cassette  has  also  been  prepared 
in  Spanish  for  Spanish-speaking  per¬ 
sons  in  the  United  States  and  Latin 
America. 

The  simultaneous  Bible  Study 


bishops’  letter  urges;  “The  state  should 
neither  force  abortions  nor  child-bear¬ 
ing  on  unwilling  women.  An  anti-abor¬ 
tion  law  does  the  latter.  The  judgments 
involved  in  so  complex  and  difficult 
an  issue  need  to  be  humanized,  not 
rigidly  codified.” 

The  letter  cites  a  portion  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Statement  of  Social 
Principles  adopted  in  1972;  “Our  be¬ 
lief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn  human 
life  makes  us  reluctant  to  approve 
abortion.  But  we  are  equally  bound  to 
respect  the  sacredness  of  the  life  and 
well-being  of  the  mother.  .  .  In  con¬ 
tinuity  with  past  Christian  teaching, 
we  recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life 
with  life  that  may  justify  abortion  .  .  , 
We  support  removal  of  abortion  from 
the  criminal  code  .  .  .” 
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Drug  and  Alcohol 
Concerns  to  receive 
emphasis,  Nov.  11 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
Help  for  parents  in  discussing  the  drug 
issue  with  their  children  is  the  focus 
for  this  year’s  observance  by  United 
Methodists  of  Drug  and  Alcohol  Con¬ 
cerns  Sunday. 

In  preparation  for  the  Nov.  1 1  em¬ 
phasis,  the  church’s  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  has  published  a  pamphlet, 
“Ten  Points  for  Parents  Perplexed 
about  Drugs,”  is  recommending  a 
book,  “You,  Your  Child  and  Drugs,” 
and  is  publishing  others  in  the  same 
category. 


around  the  world  during  Lent  of  1974 
will  follow  a  guide  prepared  by  Dr. 
William  Barclay  of  Edinburgh  Univer¬ 
sity.  This  new  publication  is  entitled 
JESUS  CHRIST  FOR  TODAY.  It 
will  be  off  the  press  by  the  end  of 
September.  It  will  be  available  from 
Tidings  in  both  English  and  Spanish, 
in  a  special  British  edition  from  Lon¬ 
don,  and  in  many  other  languages  in¬ 
cluding  Chinese,  German,  French,  Por¬ 
tuguese,  Fiji,  Korean,  and  languages 
used  in  Africa,  India,  Sri  Lanka,  and 
the  Philippines. 

The  material  is  copyrighted  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  Information 
regarding  translations  and  editions 
should  be  secured  from  the  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  to  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Evangelism  Committee,  Dr. 
Raoul  C.  Calkins,  395  East  Broad 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  A 
world-wide  Methodist  evangelism  con¬ 
sultation  in  Jerusalem  has  been  set  for 
Nov.  17-23,  1974,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  Bishop  F.  Gerald 
Ensley  of  Columbus  following  an  ear¬ 
lier  meeting  of  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  World  Methodist  Council’s 
Evangelism  Committee  in  Des  Plaines, 
Ill.  Bishop  Ensley  heads  the  commit¬ 
tee  which  is  directing  the  Council’s 
major  thrust  in  evangelism. 

At  an  earlier  stage,  plans  had  ten¬ 
tatively  been  made  for  the  world-wide 
consultation  to  be  held  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.  C.,  this  fall,  but  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  decided  to  give  priority  to 
regional  congresses  on  evangelism  b6- 
ing  held  in  seven  areas  of  the  world 
during  1974  and  to  postpone  the 
world- wide  consultation  until  the  week 
of  Nov.  17-23  in  Jerusalem. 

The  Rev.  Raoul  C.  Calkins,  Colum¬ 
bus,  explained  that  the  consultation 
will  be  a  delegated  meeting  with  offi¬ 
cial  delegates  who  have  responsibility 
in  the  area  of  evangelism  in  their  re¬ 


wee  asks  increased 
financial  support 

GENEVA,  Switzerland  (UMC)  — 
Increased  financial  support  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  by  mem¬ 
ber  bodies  in  the  wake  of  inflation  and 
the  world  monetary  situation  was 
asked  by  the  ecumenical  organization’s 
Central  Committee  which  closed  its 
annual  meeting  here  Aug.  29. 

A  1974  budget  of  about  $2,217,000 
(U.S.)  was  approved,  some  10  per 
cent  above  the  current  figure.  The 
Central  Committee  said  that  an  over¬ 
all  increase  of  at  least  50  per  cent  in 
contributions  will  be  needed  beginning 
three  years  hence.  It  was  suggested  that 
member  churches  in  North  America 
and  Germany  should  raise  their  sup¬ 
port  by  one-third,  while  churches  in 
other  countries  might  double  their 
donations  to  bring  about  “a  more  just 
sharing.” 

t 

The  Rev.  M.  Trevor  Baskerville, 
57,  administrative  assistant  to  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of 
the  Iowa  Area,  died  of  a  heart  attack 
Aug.  29  in  Des  Moines. 


Street,  Columbus,  Ohio  43215. 

Dr.  Calkins  expresses  the  hope  of 
the  committee  that  both  the  World¬ 
wide  Vigil  of  Prayer  and  the  Lenten 
Bible  Study  will  be  included  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  planning  of  every  church,  and 
that  through  the  fellowship  and  pray¬ 
ers  of  the  study  groups  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  persons  will  become  bet¬ 
ter  prepared  and  determined  to  wit¬ 
ness  for  Christ  through  word  and  deed. 

Previously  it  had  been  announced 
that  there  would  be  a  Worldwide  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Evangelism  in  the  fall  of 
1973  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N,  C.,  but 
in  the  light  of  priorities.  Dr.  Calkins 
said  a  prior  place  will  be  given  to  the 
regional  congresses  and  that  the  World¬ 
wide  Consultation  has  been  postponed 
until  late  1974  or  early  1975. 

f 


spective  denominations  affiliated  with 
the  World  Methodist  Council.  Dr. 
Calkins  is  administrative  assistant  to 
the  World  Methodist  Evangelism 
Committee. 

Dr.  Calkins  said  that  a  convocation 
on  evangelism,  open  to  all  persons  de¬ 
siring  to  attend,  will  be  held  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  in  conjunction  with  the  delega¬ 
ted  consultation. 

One  of  the  primary  purposes  of  th& 
Jerusalem  gatherings.  Dr.  Calkins  ex¬ 
plained  will  be  to  launch  the  evange¬ 
listic  emphasis  in  all  participating 
churches  in  1975. 

Both  the  consultation  and  the  con¬ 
vocation  in  Jerusalem  will  receive  in¬ 
put  from  all  of  the  seven  regional  con¬ 
gresses  to  be  held  earlier  in  1974. 

In  other  action,  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  heard  a  report  that,  because  of 
a  conflict  in  hotel  scheduling  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas,  it  has  become  necessary 
to  move  the  United  States  evangelism 
congress  from  that  city  to  Dallas,  Tex. 
The  dates,  Jan.  8-10,  1974,  remain 
the  same.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Ira  Gallaway 
of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  an  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Board 
of  Discipleship,  is  in  charge  of  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  Dallas  congress. 

Delegates  at  the  Dallas  meeting  will 
come  from  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal,  Free  Methodist,  United  Method¬ 
ist,  Wesleyan,  the  Caribbean,  and  the 
United  Church  of  Canada.  Several  of 
these  participating  groups  will  have 
denominational  meetings  on  the  eve¬ 
ning  of  Jan.  7  and  the  morning  of  Jan. 
8  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  con¬ 
gress. 

The  executive  committee  has  also 
asked  that  the  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
develop  a  cooperative  International 
Christian  Witness  exchange  program 
involving  persons  from  member 
churches  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  The  program  will  culminate 
in  1975.  While  the  program  may  in¬ 
volve  persons  within  the  same  coun¬ 
try,  major  attention  will  be  given  to 
exchanges  between  the  United  States 
and  other  countries.  This  program  is 
in  addition  to  the  on-going  ministerial 
exchange  program  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 


Government's  role  in  abortion  issue  examined 


Jerusalem  site  selected  for  World 
Evangelism  Consultation  in  1974 
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Martha  Lou  Carroll,  First  Church,  Natchitoches,  and  Shirley  Melton, 
Slidell  (seated,  left  to  right)  were  among  eleven  graduates  from  this 
year’s  summer  Seminar  For  Educational  Assistants  held  at  SMU’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  The  graduate-level  event  is  especially 
designed  for  non-certified  full-time  education  workers  in  local 
churches.  (Standing,  left  to  right)  the  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps,  associate 
executive  secretary.  Department  of  Lay  Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry;  and  Dr.  C.  Wayne  Banks  of  the  Perkins  Faculty. 
Fifty  persons  were  enrolled  in  the  seminar. 


THE  ANNUAL  CONCERT  on  the 
lawn  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  held  Sunday  evening. 
Sept.  16.  This  year  the  guest 
musicians  were  the  LSU  Stage 
Band  members  under  the  direction 
of  John  Edmunds.  Ice  cream  was 
served  afterwards  by  members  of 
the  Membership  and  Evangelism 
Commission. 


WANTED:  Director  of  children’s,, 
youth  and  adult  choirs,  with  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  youth  program. 
Good  salary.  Contact  Dr.  Charles 
W.  Richards,  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  304  N.  Main  St., 
Searcy,  Ark.  72143:  Telephone 
268.5897. 


BANNER  DAY 

at 

Trinity 

Fifth  and  Sixth  grade 
boys  at  Trinity  Church, 
Ruston,  display  banners 
they  have  made  under 
the  direction  of  their 
teachers,  Mr.  Frank 
Busch  and  Dr.  Phil  Rice, 
who  have  led  them  in  a 
study  of  symbolism  and 
the  church.  Each  boy 
made  a  symbol  for  a 
long  banner  used  on 
their  classroom  door, 
and  each  boy  has  made 
one  or  more  individual 
banners. 


Members  of  senior  high  group  at  First  Church,  Lake  Arthur, 
photographed  during  recent  car  wash  —  a  money-making  pro¬ 
ject  to  help  the'youth  carry  out  various  ministries  they  are 
planning.  Included  in  the  group  are  Pete  Doland,  president 
of  the  local  fellowship  and  a  member  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Youth  Team,  and  Mrs.  Jack  Perkins,  local  coun¬ 
selor.  The  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot  is  pastor. 


Frmn  SMU  Athletic  Department  .  .  . 

UMYF  Football  Game— 

SMU  vs.  TCU  —Cotton  Bow! 

2  P.M.  Saturday,  Dec.  1,  1973 


DALLAS — SMU  football  stars  who 
participated  in  Mustang  victories  be¬ 
fore  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
crowds  in  years  past  will  again  be 
playing  for  the  Ponies  when  they  clash 
with  the  TCU  Homed  Frogs  in  the 
1973  MYF  game  in  the  Cotton  Bowl 
at  2  p.m.,  ^turday,  Dec.  1. 

“Without  any  question,  I  think 
Louie  Kelcher  is  the  most  outstanding 
football  player  on  any  level  that  I’ve 
ever  coached,”  said  SMU  head  coach 
Dave  Smith  in  commenting  on  the. 
Mustangs’  All-American  tackle.  “He 
has  every  characteristic  that  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  an  exceptional  player.” 

“Alvin  Maxson  is  a  proven-quality 
football  player  as  a  running  back  and 
has  exceptional  ability  as  a  ball  car¬ 
rier.  Wayne  Morris  was  one  of  the  top 
freshmen  running  backs  in  the  coun¬ 
try  last  year  and  we  look  forward  to 


his  having  another  great  season.” 

Coach  Smith  also  singled  out  Ken 
Harrison  and  Oscar  Roan,  ends,  and 
Ed  Johnson,  tackle,  as  other  players 
of  all-star  quality. 

The  battle  between  the  Texas  Chris¬ 
tians  and  the  Southern  Methodists  will 
see  a  renewal  of  a  rivalry  that  started 
in  1915,  the  first  year  that  SMU 
opened  its  doors  to  students.  In  the 
intervening  years  many  of  the  games 
between  these  two  friendly  rivals  have 
attracted  national  attention  and  the 
1973  contest  could  also  have  great 
significance. 

A  special  rate  of  50  cents  for  each 
UMYF  member  has  been  approved 
by  the  two  institutions  involved  and 
by  the  Cotton  Bowl  officials,  and 
adults  may  sit  in  the  UMYF  section 
by  purchasing  general  admission  tick¬ 
ets  at  $3  each. 


Ticket  Order  Form 

Ticket  Order  Form 


_ tickets  for  MYF  members  0  50^  each . $_ 

_ tickets  for  adults  in  MYF  section  0  $3.00  each  .  .  .  .$ 

_ ^tickets  in  reserved  seat  section  0  $6.00  each . £ 

Total  remittance  .  .  .  $ 

Ucune  of  Church _ 

Street _ City _ State _ Zip _ 

Mame  and  Address  of  person  in  charge  of  group _ 


IMFORIIATIOM 

1.  Please  enclose  addressed  stamped  envelope  in  which  tickets 
may  be  mailed  to  purchaser. 

2.  Checks  should  be  made  to  SMU  Athletic  Department  and  should 
be  mailed  with  order  to  SMU  Athletic  Department  Ticket  Office, 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 

3.  No  tickets  will  be  mailed  after  Tuesday,  Nov.  27,  but  tickets 
may  be  purchased  at  Cotton  Bowl  on  day  of  game . 

4.  MYF  buses  should  enter  State  Fair  Grounds  at  Pennsylvania 
entrance  on- Southeast  side  of  grounds  and  proceed  to  parking 
lot  as  directed. 
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Will  your  church  he  taxed? 


The  Louisiana  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention’s  Committee  on  Revenue,  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Taxation,  at  a  recent  meet¬ 
ing  approved  a  plan  for  property  taxa¬ 
tion  in  Louisiana,  subject  of  course, 
to  the  approval  of  the  Convention 
proper.  As  proposed  all  tax  exemptions 
in  the  present  Constitution  would  be 
eliminated,  this  would  include  church¬ 
es. 

This  is  what  is  proposed  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee:  » 

(B)  Additional  property  may  be 
exempted  from  taxation  if  au¬ 
thorized  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
the  elected  membership  of  each 
House  of  the  legislature. 

What  does  this  mean?  It  means 
simply  that  all  organizations  such  as. 
churches,  educational  institutions,  child 
caring  institutions,  nursing  homes,  hos¬ 
pitals,  etc.,  would  have  to  seek  legis¬ 
lative  action  (two-thirds  approval  of 
each  House)  for  an  exemption.  One 
can  readily  see  that  those  institutions, 
would  be  subject  to  the  wishes  and 
whims  of  the  legislature  at  any  given 
session. 

This  is  how  the  committee  voted  — 
12  for,  10  against, 

FOR:  Mr,  John  A,  Alario,  Jr,,  603 
Fourth  St.,  Weswego,  La.  70094;  Mr. 
James  H.  Brown,  Jr.,  Box  797,  Ferri- 
day,  La.  71334;  Mr.  Lawrence  A.  Che- 
hardy,  211  Mulberry  Dr.,  Metairie,  La. 
70005;  Mr.  Frank  M.  Edwards,  Jr., 
Box  727,  Amite,  La.  70422;  Mr.  Paul 


H.  Goldman,  3600  Deborah  Dr.,  Mon¬ 
roe,  La.  71201;  Mr.  Claude  Mauber- 
ret,  Jr.,  218  N.  St.  Patrick  St.,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70119;  Mr.  Pegram  J. 
Mire,  Box  544,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
70346;  Sen.  Samuel  B.  Nunez,  Jr., 
2016  Packenham  Dr.,  Chalmette,  La. 
70043;  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Planchard,  P.  O. 
Drawer  288,  Sulphur,  La.  70663;  Sen. 
B.  B.  Rayburn,  606  Avenue  B.,  Boga- 
lusa.  La.  70427;  Mr.  Charles  O.  Slay, 
Box  2002,  Alexandria,  La.  71301; 
Mr.  F.  D.  Winchester,  107  Main  St., 
Franklin,  La.  70380. 

AGAINST:  Mr.  Walter  J.  Cham¬ 
pagne,  Jr.,  Box  6,  Port  Barre,  La. 
70577;  Mr.  David  Conroy,  437  Dor- 
rington  Dr.,  Metairie,  La.  70005; 
Sen.  J.  D.  DeBlieux,  Box  1574,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70821;  Mr.  J.  Clyde  Fon¬ 
tenot,  225  Court  St.,  Ville  Platte,  La. 
70586;  Mr.  Herman  J.  Lowe,  Box 
3637,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821;  Mr. 
James  A.  McDaniel,  Route  2,  Box  13, 
Tallulah,  La.  71282;  Mr,  Autley  B. 
Newton,  Box  1682,  Hammond,  La. 
70401;  Mr.  Charles  E.  Roemer,  111, 
Route  1,  Box  434,  Bossier  City,  La. 
71010;  Rep.  Earl  J.  Schmitt,  Jr.,  608 
Verret,  New  Orleans,  La.  70114;  Mr, 
Jasper  K.  Smith,  211  W.  Tennessee 
Ave.,  Vivian,  La.  71802. 

How  do  you  feel  about  this?  Write 
to  your  elected  delegate  to  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  Convention  and  voice  your 
opinion.  He  or  she  is  going  to  have  to 
vote  on  this  plan  when  it  is  presented 
to  the  Convention. 


“FREELY  YE  HAVE  RECEIVED,  FREELY  GIVE”  —  JESUS 

LMCF  is  a  scientific  research  organization,  hungrily  reaching  into 
libraries,  laboratories,  statistical  reporting  agencies  and  publishing  houses 
all  over  the  world  to  find,  study,  evaluate  and  then  disseminate  trust¬ 
worthy  information  to  all  whom  it  serves. 

It  is  an  educational  agency,  enlarging  and  intensifying  now  a  great 
and  effective  work  of  enlightenment  and  character  building  among  Louisi¬ 
ana’s  youth,  and  planning  a  much  needed  program  of  Adult  Education 
soon  to  be  projected. 

It  is  a  Soldiership  too,  mobilizing  good  citizens  for  cultural,  civic 
and  political  responsibility  in  our  social  order,  and  combating  the  criminal, 
immoral  and  anti-social  influences  which  too  long  have  been  rooted  in  our 
state. 

Most  notably,  LMCF  is  a  Christian  fellowship.  It  is  a  teamwork  of 
all  those  who  call  Jesus  their  Lord  and  Master  and  who  are  willing  to 
associate  themselves  in  brotherly  affection  for  Christian  conquest. 

LMCF’s  activities  are  financed  by  the  People  of  God,  of  many  de¬ 
nominational  names.  Baptists  and  Methodists  furnish  LMCF’s  main  sup¬ 
port,  but  generous  financial  help  comes  also  from  Presbyterians,  Naza- 
renes.  Church  of  God  members,  Lutherans,  Episcopalians  and  others. 
Hundreds  of  churches  provide  in  their  budgets  for  monthly,  quarterly, 
semi-annual  or  annual  remittances  of  funds  to  LMCF. 

.  RIGHT  NOW  the  Methodist  Churches  of  Louisiana  are  beginning 
to  make  up  their  financial  budgets  for  the  next  Conference  year.  So  — 
RIGHT  NOW  —  LMCF  asks  every  Pastor  and  Lay  Member  to  put 
LMCF  into  their  financial  budgets  for  next  fiscal  year. 

HOW  MUCH?  LMCF  asks  no  more  and  no  less  than  formerly;  no 
more  and  no  less  than  from  every  church  in  the  state.  It  is  only  TWEN¬ 
TY-FIVE  (25)  CENTS  PER  YEAR  FOR  EVERY  LOCAL  RESIDENT 
CHURCH  MEMBER.  Pay  it  in  monthly  installments  if  possible.  Have 
your  treasurer  send  it  either  through  your  State  Headquarters  Office  as 
designated  for  LMCF,  or  mail  it  direct  to  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  P.  O.  Box  2951,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821. 

As  freely  as  we  receive  we  do  freely  give  of  our  time  and  strength, 
and  services  to  all  who  ask  or  want  or  need  them. 


LMCF  Youth  Team 


Elementary  School  Schedule 


DATE 

CITY 

SCHOOL 

TIME 

Oct.  1 

Shreveport 

Southern  Hills 

8:30  -  10:00  or 
1:30  -  2:45 

Oct.  2 

Shreveport 

Forest  Hill 

2:00 

Oct.  3 

Oct.  4 

Bossier 

Meadowview 

10:30  -  11:15 

Oct.  5 

Sarepta 

Sarepta  High 

any  time 

Oct.  29 
Oct.  30 

Cotton  VaLey 

Cotton  Valley  High 

1:00 

Oct.  31 

Athens 

Athens  Elementary 

9:00 

Gibsland 

Gibsland  Elem. 

2:05 

Nov.  1 

Simsboro 

Simsboro  High 

10:10 

Arcadia 

Ruston 

Crawford  Elem . 
Cedar  Creek 

any  time 

Nov.  2 

Ruston 

Hillcrest 

9:45 

Ruston 

Cypress  Springs 

11:00 

Ruston 

Ruston  Elementary 

2:00 

Nov.  5 

Dubach 

Hico 

10:30 

Nov.  6 

Downs  ville 

Downsville  School 

any  time 

Nov.  7 

Sibley 

Sibley  School 

8:30 

Nov.  8 

Nov.  9 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  13 

West  Monroe 

Claiborne 

8:00  -  10:00  or 
1:00  -  3:00 

Nov.  14 
Nov.  15 
Nov.  16 
Nov.  26 

Tallulah 

Tallulah  Elementary  1:00 

Nov.  27 

Jena 

Jena  Elementary 

1:00 

Nov.  28 

Urania 

Urania  Elementary 

any  time 

Nov.  29 

011a 

011a  -Standard 

10:30 

Nov.  30 

Winnfield 

Easts  ide 

8:30  or  10:30 

Dec.  3 
Dec.  4 

Winnfield 

Westside 

any  time 

Dec.  5 

Pollock 

Pollock  School 

9:00  and  10:00 

Georgetown 

Georgetown  School 

any  time 

Dec.  6 
Dec.  7 

Alexandria 

Julius  B.  Nachman 

Dec.  10 
Dec.  11 

Glenm'ora 

Glenmora  Elem . 

9:15 

Dec.  12 

Dec.  13 
Dec.  14 

Reeves 

Reeves  Elementary 

10:15 

COLLEGE 


^ 


Elected  Global  Ministries  personne 
to  speak  in  area  churches,  Oct.  28 
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United  Methodism’s  largest  agency  to  meet  in 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  prob¬ 
lem  of  world  hunger,  the  size  of  the 
United  Methodist  overseas  mission 
co^s,  and  a  tense  16-month-long 
strike  at  Methodist  Hospital  in  Pike- 
ville,  Ky.,  are  expected  to  be  on  the 
agenda  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Oct.  19-28 
in  New  Orleans,  La. 

Largest  program  agency  of  the  10,- 
300,000-member  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Board  encompasses  sev¬ 
eral  major  phases  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  work.  Included  are  home  and 
overseas  missions,  ecumenical  rela¬ 
tions,  relief,  women’s  program  and 
work,  health  and  welfare,  mission  edu¬ 
cation  and  cultivation,  an  interna¬ 
tional  scholarship  program  and  a  mis¬ 
sionary  personnel  unit. 

Presiding  at  plenary  sessions  of  the 
156-member  Board  will  be  its  presi¬ 
dent,  Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.  Chief  executive  is  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  New  York, 
general  secretary.  Both  will  address 
the  Board. 

Most  sessions  will  be  held  at  the 


Fountainebleau  Hotel.  The  Board  was 
scheduled  to  meet  at  the  Sheraton- 
Charles  Hotel  until  early  September 
when  it  was  notified  the  hotel  would 
be  closed  before  the  meeting,  and  de¬ 
molished. 

Meeting  prior  to  and  simultaneously 
with  the  full  Board  will  be  its  nine 
major  units  —  National  Division, 
World  Division,  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division,  Women’s  Division, 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  Division,  United  Methodist 
Committee  On  Relief,  Education  and 
Cultivation  Division,  Crusade  Scholar¬ 
ship  Committee,  and  Committee  on 
Personhood  in  Mission. 

Among  other  items  anticipated  for 
consideration  by  the  Board  and/or  its 
units  are  the  plight  of  farm  workers  in 
America,  the  nine-denomination  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU), 
the  Board’s  1974  budget,  Jewish- 
Christian  dialogue,  churchwomen’s  lib¬ 
eration,  strip  mining  and  perhaps 
Watergate. 

Contact  with  United  Methodism  in 
New  Orleans  and  vicinity  has  been 


worked  into  the  Board  meeting.  Bish¬ 
op  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will  bring 
greetings  from  United  Methodism’s 
Louisiana  Area,  which  he  heads. 

In  what  is  considered  an  innovation, 
elected  members  of  the  Board  and 
executive  staff  will  report  to  and  in¬ 
terpret  for  United  Methodists  of  the 
New  Orleans  region  what  will  have 
been  done  at  the  meeting.  The  inter¬ 
pretation  will  come  Sunday,  Oct.  28,  in 
area  churches.  Board  representatives 
will  speak  at  morning  worship,  meet 
with  church  school  classes  or  other 
groups,  and  in  other  ways  report  to 
churches.  Though  representatives  have 
often  spoken  in  churches  where  the 
Board  is  meeting,  this  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  time  contact  will  be  in 
the  nature  of  coordinated  reporting/ 
interpretation  to  the  host  area. 

Headed  up  in  the  Board  is  the  na¬ 
tional  program  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  an  organization  of  about  1,- 
500,000  members  in  35,000  locd 
units.  In  the  Board  is  the  church’s  unit 
relating  to  more  than  300  health  and 


New  Orleans 

welfare  ministries  such  as  hospitals  and 
homes  for  the  aging.  The  Board  in¬ 
cludes  the  unit  that  most  directly  in¬ 
volves  United  Methodism  in  ecumeni¬ 
cal  relationships. 

Within  the  Board  is  the  work  of 
some  950  missionaries  in  30  countries 
overseas,  the  missional  relationships  of 
United  Methodism  with  churches  in 
about  55  countries,  and  national  mis¬ 
sion  programmatic,  church  extension 
and  institutional  work  in  the  50  states 
and  Puerto  Rico.  A  Board  unit  coor¬ 
dinates  denominational  relief,  rehabili¬ 
tation  and  refugee  service  around  the 
world;  another  unit  guides  an  interna¬ 
tional  study  program,  and  yet  another 
incorporates  the  denomination’s  pro¬ 
gram  of  mission  education  and  culti¬ 
vation. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
as  its  purpose  to  “proclaim  and  witness 
as  the  church  corporately  in  mission  to 
the  liberating  and  saving  word  of  Jesus 
Christ  which  calls  persons  to  respond 
in  faith  and  understanding.” 
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A  thrilling  story  of  sacrifice  was  brought  to  my  attention  this  week. 

It  relates  to  a  period  of  trial  and  struggle  in  the  Great  Depression  in  the 
early  30’s,  a  time  when  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  was  battling  to 
save  Centenary  College,  the  school  it  had  owned  for  a  century.  Money  was 
extremely  short,  pastors  were  underpaid;  there  was  faith  but  not  a  great 
deal  of  optimism .  College  President  Qine  saw  only  one  ray  of  hope,  and 
that  would  be  that  the  preachers  alone  by  themselves  could  save  the  college . 
He  went  to  the  Annual  Conference  and  tinnounced  that  Centenary  would  not 
open  its  doors  the  following  autumn  unless  the  preachers  saved  it.  He  stated 
that  he  had  exhausted  all  sources  of  help.  Preachers  and  their  wives  by  the 
score  pledged  one  month’s  salary  to  keep  that  school’s  doors  open.  Some 
ministers  in  this  conference  were  receiving  less  than  $900  a  year  pay  at  that 
time,  but  of  that  amount  they  paid  one  month’s  salary.  In  parsonage  home 
after  parsonage  home  there  was  family  prayer  and  dedication.  The  preach¬ 
ers,  their  wives,  and  families  tightened  their  belts,  made  ’’down  to  the  bone 
pledges",  and  sent  in  their  one -month’s  salaries .  The  college  was  saved, 
the  doors  opened,  and  Centenary’s  bright  future  was  assured. 

When  I  reflect  on  that  story,  I  am  genuinely  moved .  Today  we  hear 
a  lot  of  criticism  of  preachers,  but  the  spirit  of  sacrifice  which  has  always 
characterized  the  ministry,  and  the  sense  of  dedication  and  commitment  is 
the  6ne  thing  a  person  simply  cannot  criticize .  I  believe  that  the  spirit  is  as 
strong  among  us  now  as  it  was  in  that  day  when  the  preachers  of  the  state 
saved  the  college.  That  expression  of  love  and  loyalty  will  be  made  in  new 
and  exciting  ways,  but  it  will  be  made.  I  am  convinced  of  that.  Our  sacri¬ 
fice  today  will  be  in  terms  of  working  long  hours  and  of  doing  many,  many 
things  that  no  professional  person  in  any  other  line  of  work  is  called  ufxin  to 
do.  The  minister,  receiving  less  pay  per  hour  than  any  other  professional 
person,  finds  that  sometimes  the  sacrifices  of  today  are  even  more  seriously 
psychological,  comparative,  and  relational.  A  preacher  is  asked  to  do  thou¬ 
sands  of  things  in  serving  humanity  that  few  could  conceive . 

But  the  new  optimism  and  the  new  dedication  that  we  find  in  the  rank 
and  file  in  the  ministry  of  this  conference  is  a  joy  to  behold,  and  I  know  that 
the  fine  spirit  that  prompted  those  preachers  to  save  that  college  forty  years 
ago  is  the  spirit  that  is  bringing  us  through  from  victory  to  victory.  I  salute 
the  preachers  of  the  Annual  Conference  and  believe  in  the  spirit  that  motivates 
them  all. 
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ABOVE:  Construction  work  on 
the  Anno  Gray  Noe  Education 
Building  at  Southside  Church  in 
Monroe  in  progress.  LEFT:  Mr. 
Donald  Brown,  chairman  of  the 
Build  ing  Committee  and  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  at  Southside  Church, 
receives  $25,000  check  from  Mr. 
B.  A.  Hynum,  chairman  of  Board 
of  Trustees,  as  a  gift  from  former 
Governor  James  A.  Noe  in  memory 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Anna  Gray  Noe, 
his  wife.  This  is  the  second 
check  from  a  sizeable  contribu¬ 
tion  from  the  former  governor. 


Perkins  offers  training  for  pastors 


“Communicating  the  Gospel  in  a 
Secular  Age”  is  the  theme  of  a  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education  Course  for  clergy  at 
the  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Oct. 
22-26,  1973.  The  course’s  chief  in¬ 
structor  is  George  Hunter,  assistant 
professor  in  the  McCreless  Chair  of 
Communication  and  Evangelism  at 
Perkins. 

Hunter  reports  that  the  course  will 
amount  to  a  focus  on  “evangelistic 


communication”,  i.e.,  “how  we  get  the 
gospel  across  and  elicit  response  from 
people.”  Presentations  and  readings 
will  stress  setting,  content,  and  strate¬ 
gies  for  such  communication. 

Dr.  Leroy  Howe,  associate  dean  at 
Perkins  and  associate  professor  of 
Philosophical  Theology,  will  address 
the  group  twice.  Howe’s  topics  are 
“Speaking  About  ‘God’  in  a  Secular 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


First  Church  at  Gueydan  celebrated  its  75th  anniversary  on  Sept.  16. 
Shown  above  (left  toright)  are  ministers  who  participated  in  the  ceremony: 
the  Rev.  William  M.  Finnin,  pastor;  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  superintendent 
of  the  Lake  Charles  District;  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield;  the  Rev.  J.  L. 
Turner;  the  Rev.  E.  P.  Drake;  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Peterson;  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
Shaw,  and  the  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady.  Not  shown  is  the  Rev.  Ted  Howes. 


Mrs.  James  C.  Coyle  cuts 
the  cake  celebrating  75 
years  of  service  by  First 
Church,  Gueydan.  Mrs. 
Coyle  joined  the  church 
at  the  age  of  8  years; 
her  membership  is  older 
than  that  of  any  other 
living  member.  Looking 
on  is  Robert  W.  Lin- 
scombe,  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board 
and  master  of  ceremonies 
for  the  celebration. 
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REV.  WILLIAM  R.  IRVING,  JR. 

The  Rev.  William  R.  Irving,  Jr,, 
pastor  of  Sullivan  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bogalusa,  died 
following  a  short  illness  Sunday,  Sept. 
23.  He  was  59  years  old. 

Mr.  Irving  was  born  in  Ackerman, 
Miss.  He  received  his  B.A.  Degree 
from  Millsaps  College  and  his  B.D. 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
S.M.U.,  Dallas,  Tex.  He  was  received 
into  the  Louisiana  Conference  in  June, 
1947,  following  a  three  year  tenure  in 
the  Mississippi  Conference. 

He  served  churches  in  Rodessa, 
Jackson  (Louisiana),  Baton  Rouge, 
Mansfield,  Covington  and  Bogalusa. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow  and  four 
children;  William  R.  Irving,  III;  Elsie 
Louise,  Beulah  Dean,  and  Sara  Jean. 

Services  were  held  in  the  Bogalusa 
Church,  Wednesday  afternoon.  Sept. 
26,  with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field  and  the  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser, 
Hammond  District  superintendent  of¬ 
ficiating.  Services  were  held  Thursday 
morning  at  Ingleside  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Interment 
was  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Age,”  and  “Learning  to  Pray  in  a  Se¬ 
cular  Age.” 

Dr.  Walker  Railey,  associate  minis¬ 
ter  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Dallas,  will  speak  on  “Communi¬ 
cating  to  Today’s  Young  Adult.”  The 
course  will  begin  at  1  p.m.  on  Mon¬ 
day,  Oct.  22,  and  will  close  on  Fri¬ 
day  the  26th  at  noon. 

The  registration  fee  for  the  semi¬ 
nar  is  $15,  Those  interested  should 
contact:  Dick  Murray,  Office  of  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dallas,  Tex.  75275. 
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Dr.  David  K.  Switzer,  Counseling 
Chaplain  and  Associate  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Pastoral  Care  and  Coun¬ 
seling  at  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology  in  Dallas,  will  be  the  Guest 
Lecturer  on  Human  Behavior  at 
the  Centenary  Chapel  program  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  11.  His  lecture 
will  be  on  the  subject  of  suicide 
and  will  be  in  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  at  10:40  a.m.  His  second 
address  will  be  at  5  p.m.  in  the 
Smith  Auditorium  where  he  will 
address  the  Methodist  Student 
Movement. 


Bishop’s  Message 

On  September  12  the  New  Orleans  States -Item  carried  Mr.  WUliam 
Satire's  very  interesting  column  entitled  "State  operated  gambling  is  failing". 
Now  Mr ,  Safire  is  a  nationally  known  columnist,  never  having  been  identified 
with  moral  crusades  or  necessarily  with  churchly  viewpoints .  But  he  points 
out  how  that  despite  the  government -subsidized  propaganda  to  the  contrary, 
the  state -opterated  gambling  schemes  of  certain  eastern  and  northern  states 
are  failing .  He  points  out  in  this  column  that  the  state  -operated  gambling 
programs  are  now  engaging  in  a  type  of  advertising  that  creates  a  new  market, 
whipping  up  a  demand  that  did  not  exist  before.  The  ads  for  the  lotteries,  he 
points  out,  are  superb  and  prize -winning  advertising  examples,  and  one  under¬ 
stands  that  these  are  especially  designed  to  bring  the  young  into  the  systematic 
gambling  fold.  Mr.  Safire 's  article  also  points  out  that  the  lotteries  and  the 
betting  parlors  are  not  replacing  the  bookies  and  the  racketeers .  Instead,  the 
state  agencies  are  struggling  to  create  new  markets  among  non -gamblers . 

The  principal  reason  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  opposed 
state -owned  lotteries  or  any  distinct  form  of  gambling  is  that  this  violates  the 
Christian  doctrine  of  stewardship.  There  is  a  fundamental  theological  and 
Biblical  reason.  If  you  don’t  want  to  see  this  business  fastened  upon  our  state, 
read  Mr.  William  Safire 's  article  and  then  sit  down  NOW  and  write  your  repre¬ 
sentative  in  Baton  Rouge  and  your  Constitutional  Convention  people .  Also  write 
the  governor. 


Daniel  C.  Steere,  minister  on  the 
staff  of  First  Church  in  Houston, 
Tex.,  will  be  guest  speaker  at 
Trinity  Church  in  Ruston  on  Oct. 
7.  Steere  will  review  a  book  he 
recently  authored,  "I  Am,  I  Can.” 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana 
Tech  University. 


OCTOBER  EVENTS  AT  TRINITY 
IN  RUSTON 

Trinity  church  at  Ruston  will  have 
a  series  of  special  events  during  the 
month  of  October.  A  Bible  study  will 
be  held  each  Sunday  evening,  begin¬ 
ning  at  six  o’clock.  Teaching  the  study 
will  be  H.  L,  Henry,  Lucille  Folk,  Bob 
and  Carolyn  Smith  and  Gary  Wilburn. 

Following  the  Bible  study  the  eve¬ 
ning  services  will  hi^light  special 
events.  Danny  Steere  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  on  Oct.  7,  speaking  on  a  book 
he  recently  authored,  “I  Am,  I  Can.” 
October  14  will  be  Laymen’s  Night 
and  on  Oct.  21  the  Rev.  Merlin  Mer¬ 
rill,  Trinity  pastor,  will  give  a  sermon 
related  to  the  Bible  study.  The  eve¬ 
ning  service  on  Oct.  28  will  relate  to 
a  stewardship  and  finance  emphasis. 

In  addition  to  the  October  events, 
Trinity  church  will  observe  the  last 
Wednesday  evening  of  each  month  as 
Fellowship  Night  at  the  church.  Sup¬ 
per  will  be  served  and  a  brief  program 
will  be  given  on  these  occasions.  The 
first  Fellowship  Night  was  held  Sept, 
26. 
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SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
MISSION  STUDY 

The  Shreveport  District  Mission 
Study  was  held  Sept.  23  at  Centenary 
College.  Courses  and  instructors  were; 
Contemporary  Christian  Writings,  the 
Rev.  Jim  Moore;  Liberation  and  De¬ 
velopment,  Mrs.  Jeffery  Bibbons;  and 
Women,  Over  Half  the  Earths’  People, 
Cliidis  Dean. 

Miss  Elma  Ashby,  missionary  to 
Rhodesia,  served  as  resource  person 
and  Mrs.  Gretchen  Claiborne  and  Bet¬ 
ty  Cooper  shared  responsibilities  for 
the  book  display. 

Conference  Missionary  Secretary  the 
Rev.  Garland  Dean  and  District  Mis¬ 
sionary  Secretary  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Nol¬ 
an  gave  guidance  for  the  study  under 
the  direction  of  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Carl  Lueg. 


PAGE  TWO 


OCTOBER  4,  1973 


The  Editor's  Pulpit  ^ 


P-fgf  ■' 

"  Si 


■ 


0^  t&’C  V  t^c 


t^C  O'^  t^C 

In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited.  (See  "From  Our  Readers”  column,  11) 


THE  LORD'S  SONG  IN  A  STRANGE  LAND 

Few  challenges  and  opportunities  face  the  church  that  ^Ie  greater 
than  those  represented  by  the  “credibility  crisis”  which 
times.  Many  segments  of  our  society  are  characterized  by  a  , 

and  by  a  failure  of  confidence.  The  resulting  breakdown  m  believeabl^ 
ness”  has  resulted  in  estrangements  and  polarizations  which  have  created 
their  own  crisis  of  separation.  This  crisis  in  “believeable-ness  “ot 

only  to  some  of  our  national  leadership,  but  is  a  problem  affecting  m 
dividuals,  families  and  nations.  It  affects  many  of  the  structures  of  our 

society,  including  the  church.  ...  , 

To  recognize  this  and  to  entertain  the  subject  is  not  to  give  way  to 
negativism,  but  is  a  necessary  step  in  responding  positively  to  a  situation 
which  confronts  and  hurts  many,  many  persons.  . 

What  positive  response  can  the  Christian  and  the  cnurcti  make  in 

the  face  of  such  crises? 

“THE  TRUTH  CALLS  FOR  HOPE” 

One  such  response  could  be  that  we  recognize  that  the  truth  to 
which  we  witness  calls  for  an  attitude  of  hope.  To  say  this  is  not  to 
gest  that  we  be  just  “whistlers  in  the  dark.”  It  is  to  recognize  that  the 
Word  which  we  have  heard  and  the  good  news  that  has  been  declared 
give  us  reason  to  be  “optimists”  in  the  highest  sense  of  that  word. 

There  is  a  danger,  that  in  the  midst  of  all  of  our  current  problems, 
we  may  forget  this.  But  the  great,  hope-giving  fact  is  that  Gc^  has  en¬ 
tered  the  life  of  his  people;  he  has  come  to  abide  in  their  midst  as  re¬ 
deemer  and  judge.  Because  of  this  we  can  be  persons  of  hope  and  we 
can  witness  before  others  to  this  reason  for  hope.  As  such  we  are  not 
mere  whistlers  in  the  dark  but  are  those  who  sing  the  Lord’s  song  in  the 
strange  land  of  despair  and  of  continuing  crises. 

A  “SAVING”  STYLE  OF  UFE 

A  second  response  of  the  church  in  such  a  time  of  crisis  can  be  that 
we  remember  that  the  faith  we  are  called  to  “do”  commits  us  to  a  very 
definite  way  of  life;  to  a  specific  style  of  living.  It  is  the  style  of  “respon¬ 
sible  life.”  It  is  the  style  that  lives  life  aware  of  our  “answerableness”  to 
God  our  father  and  in  mutual  involvement  with  man  our  brother. 

It  is  such  a  style  as  lifts  up  honesty,  integrity,  morality  and  right 
dealing  in  all  our  affairs,  knowing  that  only  such  can  be  the  basis  upon 
which  to  build  mutual  trust  and  confidence.  It  is  a  style  of  life  which 
lays  the  foundation  for  such  relationships  to  be  built:  that  as  man  is 
reconciled  to  God,  so  he  can  be  reconciled  to  his  fellowman. 

It  is  not  the  way  of  “cheap  grace;”  it  is  the  way  of  costly  grace.  That 
God  in  Christ  has  so  loved  us  that  he  has  shown  us  the  way.  Nothing 
short  of  that  way  is  sufficient  for  the  multiplied  crises  of  our  time. 

It  is  the  privilege  and  the  opportunity  and  the  responsibility  of  the 
people  of  God  to  “do”  that  way  and  witness  to  it. 
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Are  we  "used  to  it"? 

The  story  is  told  of  the  minister  who  went  to  his  new  appointment. 
On  his  first  Sunday  morning  the  congregation  waited  for  him  to  come 
from  the  study  to  begin  the  service.  When  he  did  not  appear,  the  head 
usher  went  to  the  study  and  saw  the  pastor  standing  next  to  the  window. 

“Preacher,”  he  said,  “we’re  ready  to  go  in.”  As  the  pastor  turned, 
the  usher  noticed  tears  running  down  his  cheeks.  “What’s  wrong?,”  asked 
the  usher.  The  minister  replied  “I  was  looking  down  at  all  those  dirty 
little  children  playing  in  the  alley  behind  the  church.”  And  the  usher 
said,  “Oh.  well,  preacher,  you’ll  get  used  to  that.” 

And  the  pastor  replied  “Yes,  I  know.  That’s  why  I  am  crying.” 


View  from  the  window  —  #2 

I  brought  my  “looker-eyes”  —  that’s  what  our  family  has  called  our 
binoculars  ever  since  one  of  our  young  ones,  years  ago,  so  dubed  them — 
to  the  office  the  other  day  to  do  some  construction-worker-watching.  That 
might  not  sound  as  interesting  as  reading  billboards  or  car  washing  ^ 
person  watching,  but  I’ll  guarantee  you  that  this  kind  of  watching  will 
keep  your  adrenalin  up  and  your  fingernails  trimmed! 

For  these  are  not  your  ordinary-type  construction  workers.  These 
gents  are  on  a  natural  high  some  thirty  stories  up  in  the  blue,  putting  to¬ 
gether  a  giant  skyscraper  kit.  They  walk  along  the  high  steel  beams  just 
as  pretty  as  you  please  and  hang  out  over  Little  Rock  s  Broadway  and 
Capitol  Avenue  just  like  they  were  playing  construction-worker  games  in 

the  back  yard  at  home.  .  j  ,  f  i 

I  watch  them  through  our  window  as  I  hold  on  to  the  desk  iirmly 
with  one  hand,  the  binocs  with  the  other,  and  place  my  feet  securely  on 
our  second-story  floor,  and  conclude  four  things,  in  this  order:  One,  they 
can  have  it.  They  don’t  need  to  worry  about  loosing  that  job,  at  le^t  not 
-  to  me.  Two,  it  does  look  like  fun,  though;  although  I  still  hold  with  my 
first  statement.  Three,  there’s  got  to  be  an  easier  way  ....  And  four,  you 
couldn’t  do  that  and  not  be  a  religious  man,  maybe  even  a  religious 
fanatic.  You  might  do  it  once  and  not  be  particularly  devout,  but  before 
your  second  trip  up,  you’d  have  become  a  deacon  in  a  First  Baptist 
Church  or  a  Steward  in  some  other  kind  of  religious  organization  or  at 
least  a  volunteer  member  of  somebody’s  Worship  Committee  or  an  oc¬ 
casional  visitor  to  the  meetings  of  the  Work  Area  on  Social  Concerns. 
But  religious  you  would  be! 

It  suggests  a  serious  thought.  To  what  extent  are  we  really  aware  of 
the  vital  role  our  faith  plays  in  our  daily  lives?  Do  we  take  our  faith  for 
granted  or  is  it  a  conscious,  vital  reality  in  our  lives? 

We  may  not  walk  the  high  steel  hundreds  of  feet  above  the  ground, 
but  a  vital,  realized,  Christian  faith  is  of  inexpressible  significance  no 
matter  what  our  daily  tasks  may  be. 

In  honest  reality,  we  simply  could  not  live  without  it. 

Think  about  it. 

t 

Your  Snappy  Illustration  Service-Item  #  2 

A  reigular  feature,  appearing  from  time  to  time,  to  aid  the  weary 

pastor  in  search  of  a  last-minute  sermon  illustration.  Today’s 

offering,  to  be  filed  under  “Lightning,  #3,”  follows: 

A  Canadian  radio  station  was  recently  struck  by  lightning  and  put 
out  of  service  for  an  extended  time.  The  storm  came  just  at  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  a  program  featuring  a  heated  debate.  The  question  under  con¬ 
sideration:  “Is  God  dead?” 

End  of  illustration. 

Now  ...  In  an  effort  to  assist  the  wondering  minister  in  determin¬ 
ing  the  best  application  for  this  Snappy  Illustration  (#2),  the  following 
possible  uses  are  suggested: 

in  the  annual  message  launching  the  Every  Member  Canvass 
for  pledges. 

in  selected  children’s  sermons  (preferably  those  rated  ‘Parental 
Guidance  Recommended’),  depending  on  the  attention  the  little 
ones  are  giving  at  the  moment. 

when  there  are  an  unusually  large  number  of  backsliding  and 
inactive  members  present. 

in  any  sermon  dealing  with  women’s  lib,  depending  upon  which 
point  of  view  the  preacher  is  taking. 
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The  focus  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  shift¬ 
ing  from  building  institutions  to  “building  lives,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Melvin  Talbert,  the  new  head  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Discipleship.  Speaking  to 
various  issues  the  black  clergyman  said  Key  73 
“does  not  furnish  an  end  to  world  problems  but 
does  present  an  ongoing  sustained  witness  to  the 
Christian  faith.”  He  said  the  agency  he  heads  is 
“studying  and  planning  for  just  one  end  —  to  be 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,” 

American  citizens  working  overseas,  including 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  missionaries, 
are  being  “denied  their  constitutionally-assured 
r^ht”  because  “our  antiquated  election  laws 
are  tying”  them  up  “with  miles  of  red  tape,” 
said  J,  Kevin  Murphy,  chairman  of  the  Bipar¬ 
tisan  Committee  on  Absentee  Voting,  Inc.  He 
also  charged  in  a  press  conference  that  “anti¬ 
quated  state  election  laws  are  disenfranchis¬ 
ing  three-quarters  of  a  million  Americans  liv¬ 
ing  and  working  overseas.”  The  committee  he 
heads  is  comprised  of  church,  educational  and 
business  groups  which  are  supporting  legisla¬ 
tion  in  Congress  to  up-date  election  laws. 

Bishop  Obispo  Alejandro  Ruiz,  head  of  the  autono¬ 
mous  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico,  said  in  Nash¬ 
ville  that  the  greatest  barrier  to  the  advancement  of 
his  denomination  is  the  indifference  of  its  members. 
The  52-year-old  churchman,  who  spoke  at  Scarritt 
College  and  other  local  centers  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  said  that  many  Mexican  Methodists, 
who  number  about  50,000,  “feel  that  religion  is  an 
individual  experience  and  not  something  to  share 
with  their  fellow  man.” 

Bishop  Kenneth  Goodson  of  the  Richmond 
Area,  and  the  Virginia  Conference  missions 
board  president  wrote  200  churches  asking 
them  to  increase  their  mission  giving  by  $15  a 
month.  The  conference  needs  $35,000  to  fully 
support  the  13  missionary  units  related  to  it. 
Unless  increased  missions  giving  by  United 
Methodists  is  forthcoming  si&  many  as  100  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  overseas  missionaries  face  the 
possibility  of  being  called  home. 


The  General  Executive  Board  of  the  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  (Southern)  has  author¬ 
ized  a  $10.5  million  Bnancial  base  for  1974 
mission  programs.  It  also  approved  the  use  of 
67  staff  professionals  to  guide  the  domestic  pro¬ 
gram  and  the  work  of  400  missionaries  in  12 
foreign  countries.  The  board  called  Tor  special 
efforts  “to  alert  the  church  at  large  to  the  in»- 
pact  of  dollar  devalu^ion  and  spiraling  infla¬ 
tion  abroad!  on  the  cost  of  maintaining  interna¬ 
tional  missions  in  1974  at  1973  levels.”  Menv- 
bers  will  be  asked  to  double  their  usual  re¬ 
sponses  to  the  denomination’s  Witness  Season 
Offering. 

The  Board  of  Jewish  Education,  Inc.,  has  launched 
a  “Survival  Through  Education”  drive  to  enroll  every 
Jewish  school  age  child  in  the  New  York  area  in 
some  type  of  Jewish  school.  In  a  message  to  school 
and  synagogue  administrators.  Dr,  Alvin  Schiff,  exe¬ 
cutive  vice-president  of  the  Board,  said  “We’re  fight¬ 
ing  for  our  survival.”  “At  a  time  when  assimilation 
threatens  our  existence,”  he  continued,  “every  Jew¬ 
ish  parent  who  turns  away  from  Jewish  education  for 
his  children  is  unknowingly  helping  to  sign  a  death 
sentence  for  American  Jewry.” 

Dr.  Eric  W.  Baker,  chief  administrative  officer 
of  the  British  Methodist  Conference  for  19 
years  prior  to  his  retirement  in  1970,  died  in 
London  on  Sept.  19  at  the  age  of  74.  A  leading 
British  ecumenist,  he  was  long  active  in  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  and  supported  the 
union  of  British  Methodism  with  the  Church 
of  England  —  a  move  voted  down  by  the  An¬ 
glicans  but  approved  by  the  Methodists. 

The  Dalai  Lama,  exiled  spiritual  leader  of  Tibet’s 
Buddhists,  was  received  in  private  audience  by  Pope 
Paul  VI  on  Sept.  30,  according  to  a  Vatican  Radio 
announcement.  The  38-year-old  leader,  who  has 
been  living  in  India  since  the  Chinese  took  over  his 
Himalayan  country  in  1959,  is  scheduled  to  visit  13 
Western, European  countries,  and  to  meet  with  Arch¬ 
bishop  Michael  Ramsey  of  Canterbury,  spiritual 
head  of  the  worldwide  Anglican  Communion,  and 
with  Cardinal  John  Hennan  of  Wesminster, 


The  USSR  has  stopped  the  jamming  of  some 
Western  broadcasts,  according  to  reports  re¬ 
ceived  in  Washington,  D.C.  A  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment  official  said  that  monitoring  stations 
and  the  American  Embassy  in  Moscow  report 
that  the  Jamming  of  programs  of  the  Voice  of 
America,  the  British  Broadcasting  Corp.  and 
the  West  German  radio  have  stopped  since 
about  Sept.  9.  Jamming  is  usually  accomplished 
by  placing  a  re^lar  Soviet  program  directly 
over  the  one  being  jammed,  or  by  placing  a 
loud  crackling  noise  over  the  program. 

Dr,  Arnold  Mickelsen,  president  of  the  Lutheran 
Council  in  the  USA,  addressing  the  60th  annual 
meeting  of  the  Lutheran  Editors’  and  Managers’ 
Assn.,  said  there  is  currently  a  “pause”  in  moves 
toward  merger  of  the  three  major  U,  S.  Lutheran 
Churches.  The  layman,  who  is  also  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  ALC,  made  the  observation  that  the 
Missouri  Synod  has  not  been  a  product  of  mergers 
during  its  history,  whereas  both  the  ALC  and  the 
LCA  grew  out  of  Church  mergers.  The  basic  ques¬ 
tions,  he  said,  are  more  practice-oriented,  such  as, 
“What  does  it  cost?”  or  “Who  will  have  the  power?” 

A  new  18-membcr  task  force  to  help  churches 
and  colleges  work  together  for  prison  reform 
has  begun  operation  in  New  York  as  a  pro- 
gram  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
The  group,  called  the  National  Task  Force  on 
Higher  Education  and  Criminal  JiKtice,  met 
early  in  September  to  set  goals  and  map  plans 
of  action.  Most  members  of  the  panel  are  col¬ 
lege  and  university  level  educators.  Also  in¬ 
cluded  are  three  ex-offenders  now  giving  full 
tune  to  correctional  education  woik« 

Christian  Herald,  the  94-year-old  nondenomination- 
al  monthly,  is  moving  its  editorial  and  executive  of¬ 
fices  from  New  York  City  to  a  former  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  convent  located  on  a  42-acre  site  in  Westchester 
County.  Since  1947,  the  Herald,  which  has  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  300,000,  has  been  located  on  Manhat¬ 
tan’s  East  39th  Street  in  a  five-story  structure  built 
when  the  late  Dr,  Daniel  Poling  was  editor.  Two 
years  ago  the  building  was  sold.  Dr,  Kenneth  Wilson 
is  the  present  editor  of  the  magazine,  which  has  a 
staff  of  betwen  50  and  55  persons,  80  per  pent  of 
whom  will  make  the  move  with  the  offices. 

Whether  women  should  be  ordained  as  priests 
and  consecrated  as  bishops  will  be  a  key  issue 
at  the  general  Episcopal  convention  when  it 
meets  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  early  in  October,  ac¬ 
cording  to  spokesmen. 


A  call  for  increased  missionary  support  was  issued 
by  Florida  Area  Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid  in  the 
Aug.  17  issue  of  the  area’s  newspaper.  First  Church, 
Ormond  Beach  responded  with  a  $750  pledge.  The 
Florida  Area  contributes  to  the  support  of  1 6  mis¬ 
sionaries.  Other  conferences  are  inviting  furloughed 
missionaries  to  speak  in  an  effort  to  create  renewed 
interest  in  mission  work  and  support. 

Initial  studies  show  that  drug  sales  and  use  have 
dramatically  dropped  on  college  campuses  in 
New  York  State  following  enforcement  of  the 
strict  anti-drug  law  which  went  into  effect  Sept. 

1.  The  new  law  requires  judges  to  impose  life 
sentences  on  defendants  convicted  of  selling  or 
illegally  possessing  various  amounts  of  certain 
drugs,  and  increases  penalties  on  a  wide  range 
of  drugs.  Gov.  Nelson  Rockefeller  has  called  It 
‘ihe  toughest  anti-drug  law  in  the  nation.” 

Some  350  professional  fund  raisers  attending  the  Na¬ 
tional  Catholic  Development  Conference’s  annual 
convention  in  Washington,  D,  C'  were  challenged 
by  Lt.  Col.  Andrew  S.  Miller,  to  “let  the  spiritual 
nature”  of  their  organizations  be  a  “plus  factor”  in 
fund-raising.  In  the  keynote  address,  the  unified 
commander  of  the  Salvation  Army  in  Greater  Chi¬ 
cago,  said  the  “single  greatest  strength  of  religious 
fund-raising  is  spiritual — sharing  our  relationship 
with  God  with  others.” 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Dr,  Henry  A.  Kissinger  takes  the  oath  of  office  as  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House.  Administering  the  oath  is 
Chief  Justice  Warren  E.  Burger,  at  right.  Dr.  Kissinger’s  mother,  Paula,  holds 
the  Bible  for  her  son  as  President  Nixon  looks  on.  Dr.  Kissinger  is  the  first 
Jew  and  the  first  naturalized  citizen  to  hold  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 
(RNS  Photo) 
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Marcus  Wren  (center), 
Lay  Leader,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict,  presents  a  Meth¬ 
odist  Heritage  Tour  to 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Ralph  Cain.  The  tour  is 
a  gift  to  the  district 
superintendent  and  wife 
from  the  laity  and  pastors 
of  the  Ruston  District. 


Making  preparation  for 
the  Natchitoches  District 
revival  are  (from  left) 
Sidney  Evans,  the  Rev. 
Edward  R.  Thomas, 
Natchitoches  District 
superintendent  and  the 
Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount, 
Jr.,  Natchitoches  First 
Church  pastor. 


Broad 


The  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Monroe,  second  from  left,  is  congratulated  as  the  new  president  of  the 
Ouachita  Parish  Ministerial  Alliance  by  the  out-going  president,  the  pastor 
of  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  West  Monroe;  Rev.  P.  Royfield 
Brown,  left.  Others  are,  from  left,  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Washington,  Free  Gift 
Baptist  Church,  vice-president;  Rabbi  Robert  Scott,  Temple  B’Nai  Israel, 
secretary;  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Holland,  Covenant  Presbyterian  Church, 
treasurer. 


moor 


Church 
Lawn 
Festival 

Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire, 
minister  of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
is  shown  with  John 
Edmunds,  director  of  the 
LSU  Stage  Band,  and  part  of  the  band.  BELOW:  Part  of  the  assembled  crowd 
at  the  Broadmoor  band  concert  and  ice  cream  supper  held  on  the  church  lawn  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Sunday,  Sept.  16,  to  kick  off  the  fall  program.  The  crowd  con¬ 
sumed  48  gallons  of  ice  cream  and  1,300  cones. 


The  Rev.  Andy  Foreman 

Foreman  to  lead  Maplewood 
revival,  October  7-1 1 

The  Rev.  Andy  Foreman  will  lead  a 
revival  at  the  Maplewood  United 
Methodist  Church,  October  7-10.  Rev. 
Foreman  is  the  approved  evangelist 
lor  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  has 
served  pastorates  in  this  state  for  over 
20  years.  He  has  done  evangelistic 
work  in  a  number  of  states  from 
Louisiana  to  Colorado,  and  from  Ken¬ 
tucky  to  North  Dakota. 

Hours  for  services,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Tom  O.  Crosby,  MaplewQbd  pas¬ 
tor,  will  be  as  follows:  Sunday,  Octo- 


The  Natchitoches  District  will  have  a  District¬ 
wide  revival  Oct.  14-17.  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield 
will  preach  and  Mike  Mooney  will  lead  the  sing¬ 
ing.  .  . 

Persons  from  the  66  churches  of  the  District 
will  attend  as  will  the  congregation  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches  where 
the  services  will  be  held. 

There  will  be  services  each  Evening,  Sunday 
through  Wednesday  at  7:30  and  Monday  through 
Wednesday  at  7  a.m.  Choirs  from  the  District 
Churches  will  sing  and  laymen  and  ministers 
from  the  District  will  assist  in  the  services. 

In  addition  the  bi  shop  will  speak  to  Methodist 
Men  on  Sunday  morning  and  journey  to  Mansfield, 
Winnfield,  and  Coushatta  for  services.  He  will  also 
be  with  Northwestern  Students  at  a  prayer  breakfast 
on  Wednesday  morning. 

t 

SLAUGHTER  CHURCH  HOLDS 
EVANGELISTIC  SERVICES 


“One  In  The  Spirit”  is  the  theme 
of  a  week  of  evangelistic  services  in 
the  Slaughter  United  Methodist 
Church,  Sunday,  Oct.  7  through  Fri¬ 
day,  Oct.  12.  The  services  will  begin 
each  evening  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Ken  Ford,  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.,  Greelcy- 
villc,  S.  C.,  will  be  bringing  the  mes¬ 
sages  each  evening.  Mr.  Ford  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  El  Dorado,  Ark.  and  a  recent 
graduate  of  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary,  Decatur,  Ga.  Prior  to  his 
graduation  Mr.  Ford  served  as  interim 
pastor  in  several  Presbyterian  churches 
from  Florida  to,  the  latest.  New  Iberia, 
La. 

The  Rev.  Alvin  Hall,  pastor  of  the 
Ethel  Baptist  Church,  Ethel,  La.,  will 
be  the  guest  song  leader  and  soloist 
each  evening.  Thursday  night,  Oct.  11, 
will  be  recognized  as  Youth  Night. 

Bob  Burgess,  pastor  of  the  Slaughter 
Church  extends  a  warm  invitation  to 
attend  this  Key  73  effort. 


ber  7  at  9:45  and  1 1  a.m.  and  7  p.m., 
Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  at  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  at 
the  Maplewood  United  Methodist 
Church. 

According  to  Mr.  Dennis  Cobb, 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  on 
Evangelism  in  the  Maplewood 
Church,  the  goals  of  this  revival 
are  in  harmony  with  those  of  Key 
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St.  Mark  Administrative  Board  members  posed  for  Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark, 
Alexandria  District  superintendent,  following  their  65th  anniversary 
service.  On  the  extreme  left  is  Mrs.  Clytie  Perry,  wife  of  PastorNathaniel 
P.  Perry  who  stands  behind  her. 


E  W  S 

and 

OTES 

THE  REV.  ED  HAUG,  retired, 
entertained  United  Methodist  Men 
of  Henning  Church,  Sulphur,  at 
his  home  on  Sept.  19.  Ken  Dahl- 
quist  gave  the  program.  The  Hen¬ 
ning  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Warren 
Blakeman. 

SPRINGHILL  UNITED  Methodist 
Men  had  as  guest  speaker  at  the 
Sept.  19  supper  meeting,  Roger 
Carr,  football  star  at  Louisiana 
Tech,  Ruston.  The  Rev.  George 
Harkins  is  the  Springhill  pastor. 

CHAPLAIN  JOHN  COTTINGHAM 
of  Fort  Polk  preached  for  members 
of  the  Leesville  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday  morning.  Sept. 
16,  while  the  Rev.  Donald  M. 
Risinger  was  attending  the  Holly 
Grove  Church  Memorial  Day 
Service. 

NORTH  HIGHLANDS  United 
Methodist  Men  sponsored  the  an¬ 
nual  Family  Night  Supper  held  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  5.  Gene  Perry 
is  president  of  the  men’s  group 
and  the  Rev.  Lonnie  Sibley  is 
pastor. 

DR.  W.  G.  BEAUREGARD  told 
Southside  Church  members  in 
Monroe  about  mission  work  being 
done  at  Indian  Reservations, 
during  the  Sunday  evening  program 
sponsored  by  the  Work  Area  on 
Missions,  Sept.  16.  Mrs.  Myrtie 
Mae  Foster,  chairman,  and  helpers 
staged  a  birthday  party  afterwards 
whereby  members  enjoyed  birth¬ 
day  cake  and  contributed  pennies 
for  their  ages.  Contributions  are 
being  directed  to  clothing  for 
Steven  Begay,  a  little  Indian  boy. 

THE  FOLK  CHOIR  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Marjorie  BlocKer,  presented 
a  musical  entitled  “Catch  the 
New  Wind,”  on  Sunday,  Sept.  16, 
at  7:30  p.m.  The  “New  Wind” 
represents  a  new  spirit  moving 
through  tJie  country  which  calls 
upon  people  to  use  their  talents 
in  a  creative  and  meaningful  form 
of  worship.  The  choir  sang  a 
variety  or  musical  numbers,  in¬ 
cluding  some  from  “Godspell,” 
“Jesus  Christ  Superstar,”  and  the 
Leonard  Bernstein  Mass. 


ST.  MARK  CHURCH 
OBSERVES  ANNIVERSARY 

Sunday,  Sept.  16,  1973  was  a  me¬ 
morable  day  in  tbe  history  of  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexan¬ 
dria.  The  church  celebrated  its  65th 
anniversary  with  services  at  8;30  a.m. 
and  3:00  p.m.  District  Superintendent 
Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark  delivered  a  soul- 
slirring  message  at  the  8:30  a.m.  ser¬ 
vice  with  music  by  the  Sanctuary  Choir 
of  Newman  United  Methodist  Church. 

Following  the  morning  service  there 


DEBBIE  WARD,  Miss  Louisiana, 
was  the  soloist  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  Sept.  23,  in  University  Church, 
Baton  Rouge.  Miss  Ward,  who  is 
a  member  of  the  Chancel  Choir, 
was  third  runner-up  to  Miss 
America.  She  sang  “The  Lord’s 
Prayer”  by  Malotte  and  was  di¬ 
rected  by  Dallas  Draper.  The  Rev. 
Lamar  E.  Smith  is  her  pastor. 

MEN’S  CLUB  of  Wesley  Church, 
Sulphur,  held  a  special  meeting 
recently.  The  panel  discussion, 
“How  We  Should  be  Witnessing  in 
the  Secular  World,”  was  given  by 
John  Bergstedt,  Bryant  Gore, 
Kenneth  Bredelhoeft,  and  Louis 
Moss.  The  Rev.  Walter  M.  Clarke 
is  the  Wesley  minister. 

RAYVILLE  UNITED  Methodist 
Men  met  on  Sept.  29  with  the  Rev. 
J.  D.  Corley  of  Tallulah  as  the 
guest  speaker.  The  Rev.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr.,  is  the  pastor. 


was  a  Coffee  Hour. 

The  Rev.  Taft  Bowie  of  Calvary 
and  Magnolia  United  Methodist,  Thib- 
odaux,  brought  an  inspiring  message 
at  the  3:00  p.m.  service  with  the  choir 
of  Magnolia  Church  rendering  the 
music.  A  fellowship  hour  followed  the 
afternoon  service  with  a  sumptuous 
meal  by  the  food  committee.  There 
were  overflow  crowds  at  each  service^ 
The  total  offering  for  the  day  was  more 
than  $375.00.  The  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Perry  is  pastor  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church. 


THE  AUXILIARY  of  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  for  abandoned  and 
abused  children  met  at  Carrollton 
United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  Sept.  28.  The  Rev. 
William  Mayo  was  guest  speaker. 
The  Rev.  J.  Pierce  McKeithen  was 
host  pastor. 

SIMPSON  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  will  hold  a 
revival  Oct.  14-17.  Dr.  Douglas 
McGuire  from  Broadmoor  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  be  guest  preach¬ 
er  and  Bryant  Gore  will  be  song 
leader.  The  Rev.  James  C.  Skin¬ 
ner  is  the  Simpson  pastor. 

THE  YOUTH  DIVISION  of  Noel 
Memorial  Church,  Shreveport, 
showed  slides  of  their  Mission- 
Work  Trip  to  the  Navajo  Methodist 
Mission  School  in  Farmington,  N.M. 
to  their  congregation  recently.  Dr. 
Benedict  A.  Galloway  is  their 
pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  BEADINtlS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Oct.  7 — Sunday....  1  Cor.  11:23-32 

Oct.  8  .  Philip.  l:2^-30 

Oct.  9  .  2  Tim.  1:1-14 

Oct.  10  .  2  Tim.  4:1-8 

Oct.  11  . Acts  20:24-32 

Oct.  12  .  2  Cor.  5:1-8 

Rev.  14:13 

Oct.  13  .  Psalm  116:1-15 

Oct.  14 — Sunday  .  Joel  3:9-16 


THE  CLAIBORNE  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  held  a  revival  Sept. 
16-20  with  the  Rev.  Joe  McClain, 
pastor  of  the  Amite  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  preaching.  The 
Rev.  Jack  Shaw  led  the  singing. 
The  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe  was 
host  pastor. 

THE  NEW  YOUNG  ADULT  Class 
in  Horseshoe  Drive  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria,  has  as 
teachers  Elvin  Frick  and  John 
Wagnon.  The  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart 
is  pastor. 

THE  MAIDA  MICKLE  Couples 
Class  in  First  Church,  Shreveport, 
celebrated  at  a  Silver  Anniver¬ 
sary  Dinner  on  Sept.  14  in  Bain 
Hall.  Mrs.  Joe  J.  Mickle,  the 
teacher,  has  been  the  inspiration 
and  guiding  force  responsible  for 
the  growth  of  the  class  through 
the  years  to  the  current  active 
strength  of  127  members. 

AS  JESUS  RETREATED  to  the 
wilderness,  so  will  the  adults  of 
Oak  Park  United  MethodistChurch, 
Lake  Charles.  The  retreat  will  be 
held  from  Friday  evening,  Oct.  12, 
until  Saturday  noon,  Oct.  13,  at 
the  District  Camp.  The  Rev.  L. 
Deen  Thompson  is  the  Oak  Park 
minister. 

MISS  MARTHA  MOUSER,  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Kathryn  Mouser 
of  Monroe  and  Holmes  M.  Mouser 
of  Jena,  was  one  of  four  finalists 
in  the  National  Merit  Scholarship 
Program.  Miss  Mouser,  a  senior 
at  Neville  High  School  in  Monroe, 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Honor 
Society  and  business  manager  of 
the  Neville  Monroyan.  She  is  the 
granddaughter  of  Mrs.  V.  M.  Mouser 
and  the  late  Judge  V.  M.  Mouser 
and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Regers  and  the 
late  Rev.  S.  A.  Seegers,  all  of 
Columbia. 


A  baby  contest  at  Malialieu  Church  in  Lafayette 
netted  $1,740  for  church  causes.  Participants  shown 
at  left  are  (from  left):  B.  J.  Sylvester,  senior  citi¬ 
zen  who  made  the  largest  contribution;  Mrs.  Georgi- 
ana  Robinson  and  her  grandson,  Lance  Granger; 
Mrs.  Aaron  Boudreaux,  Sr.,  who  sponsored  her 
daughter,  Ramona;  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Shelvin  with  spon¬ 
sored  granddaughter.  Demetric  Ann  Shelvin;  Mrs. 
Anthony  Shelvin;  Mrs.  Eddie  King,  Sr.,  sponsored 
her  daughter,  Isabella  (center  front);  and  the  Rev. 
E.  D.  Smith,  pastor.  “The  Meaning  of  Stewardship” 
was  the  theme  of  the  fund-raising  project.  Mrs. 
Curlis  MeZeal,  was  the  speaker. 


The  Rev.  Claude  Lewis,  at  left  above,  was  guest 
minister  at  Malialieu  Church;  B.J.  Sylvester,  center, 
was  given  special  tribute  for  his  generous  support 
of  the  baby  contest;  and  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Smith  was 
host  pastor. 
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SLIDELL  WOMEN  ORGANIZE 


Participants  in  Munhol- 
land’s  “Spiritual  Har¬ 
vest”  included  from  left; 
the  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamie¬ 
son,  pastor;  the  Rev. 
Kent  A.  Kllbourne,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  who  led  the 
youth  choir;  the  Rev. 
Andy  Foreman,  guest 
song  evangelist;  and  Dr. 
J.  D.  Grey,  guest  preacher. 


The  Rev.  Andy  Foreman 
leads  congregational 
singing  at  Munholland 
with  the  youth  choir  in 
the  background. 


MUNHOLLAND  MEMORIAL 
REAPS  SPIRITUAL  HARVEST 

A  “Spiritual  Harvest”  revival  in 
Munholland  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Metairie,  a  suburb  of 
New  Orleans,  embraced  the  entire 
community  and  was  related  to  the  Key 
73  evangelistic  program. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Gray,  former  pastor  and 
now  pastor  emeritus  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  and  a  former 


president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  brought  the  messages.  Com¬ 
plementing  Dr.  Grey’s  sermons  was 
the  congregational  singing  led  by  the 
Rev.  Andy  Foreman,  approved  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  evangelist.  The  closing 
night,  Friday,  had  a  youth  emphasis 
with  youth  choirs  from  Kenner  Bap¬ 
tist  and  Munholland  Methodist,  aug¬ 
mented  by  youth  from  other  area 
churches. 

t 


Historical  aspect  of  Nolan  home  featured 


The  104  year  old  house  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Nolan  in  Oak  Ridge  was 
featured  in  a  recent  Sunday  edition  of 
the  Monroe  Morning  World,  in  an  ar¬ 
ticle  by  Stuart  Allen.  The  Nolan  home 
is  part  of  a  national  tour  system  which 
includes  historical  homes. 

Located  about  20  miles  from  Mon¬ 
roe,  the  house  contains  a  wide  assort¬ 
ment  of  antique  furniture,  19th  cen¬ 
tury  art,  rare  books,  and  other  items 
reflecting  the  life  and  style  of  another 
century. 

Most  of  the  assemblage  is  made  up 
of  family  treasurers.  Many  items  were 
purchased  by  Mrs.  Nolan’s  grand¬ 
father,  the  Rev.  H.  O,  White.  In  par¬ 
ticular,  an  1887  Mason  and  Hamlin 
organ  is  still  in  good  working  order, 
and  was  recently  featured  at  the  75th 
anniversary  of  the  Crowley  United 
Methodist  Church,  where  the  Rev. 
White  was  preaching  when  he  bought 
the  organ. 

Among  the  rare  books  is  a  copy  of 
“The  Christian  Pattern,”  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  translation  of  Thomas  a  Kem- 
pis’  15th  century  Latin  version,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1732. 

The  house,  which  has  been  occupied 
by  the  Nolans  for  32  years,  was  built 
by  a  merchant,  John  W.  Davis.  The 
Nolans  named  the  house  “Excelsior,” 
the  designation  given  it  by  Mr.  Davis 
in  1880  when  he  converted  it  into  a 
hotel.  The  nearby  barn  contains  50 
antiquated  items  which  once  were  part 
of  American  rural  life. 

The  Nolans  are  active  Methodists 
and  she  is  chairman  of  the  Louisiana 
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"Excelsior”  is  the  104- 
year  old  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Nolan  of 
Oak  Ridge,  La. 


Conference  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History.  Mrs.  Nolan  (Mildred)  is 
the  daughter  of  a  Crowley  newspaper 
publisher  and  is  a  retired  school  teach¬ 
er.  Mr.  Nolan  is  a  former  professional 
baseball  player.  They  are  the  parents 
of  the  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan,  pastor 
of  Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport, 

t 

The  Rev.  Walter  G.  Williams  has 
retired  after  30  years  as  professor  of 
Old  Testament  at  United  Methodism’s 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver, 
Colo. 

t 

A  group  of  14  United  Methodists 
from  Alabama-West  Florida  and  Tex¬ 
as  annual  conferences  left  Sept.  4  for 
a  nine-day  visit  to  Liberia,  West  Afri¬ 
ca,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev. 
Charles  Britt,  Auburn,  Ala.,  a  former 
missionary  in  Liberia. 


United  Methodist  Women  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell,  were 
organized  on  Sunday,  Sept.  9.  A  spe¬ 
cial  banner  was  designed  by  Mrs. 
Miles  Coleman  to  celebrate  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  new  group. 

A  highlight  of  the  celebration  ser¬ 
vice  was  a  skit  presented  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Levy  and  Mrs.  Billy  Tew 
recollecting  significant  events  of  the 
85  years  of  women’s  work  in  the  Sli¬ 
dell  Methodist  congregation.  Forty- 
four,  women  signed  as  charter  members 
of  the  new  organization. 

Mrs.  Madie  Baulch  was  elected 
president  and  Mrs.  Vera  Packer,  vice- 
president.  Other  officers  elected  were: 
Mrs.  Mac  McClendon,  secretary;  Mrs. 
William  Tatem,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Stan¬ 
ley  Langham,  secretary  of  Program  Re¬ 
sources;  Mrs,  Jerry  Philips,  Coordina¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Global  Ministries; 
Mrs.  John  Campbell,  Social  Involve¬ 
ment;  Mrs.  George  Riley,  Sr.,  Chris¬ 
tian  Personhood;  Mrs.  George  Lowe, 
Supportive  Community;  and  Mrs.  Jack 


Slidell  United  Methodist  Women 
elected  Mrs.  Modie  Baulch  (at  right) 
to  serve  as  their  first  president. 
Vera  Packer  will  be  vice-president. 
They  are  shown  with  the  banner  made 
for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  Miles  Cole¬ 
man. 

Welch,  chairman  of  the  Nominating 
Committee. 

t 


The  Maplewood  Commission  on  Evangelism  makes  plans  for  a 
revival  to  be  held  Oct,  7-10.  The  Rev.  Andy  Foreman,  conference 
evangelist,  will  conduct  the  series.  Pictured  at  the  plonning 
session  are;  Earl  Schexnai Ider,  Dennis  Cobb,  the  Rev.  Foreman, 
the  Rev.  Tom  0.  Crosby,  Maplewood  pastor.  Gene  Zerger  and  Mrs. 
Zerger, 


Maplewood  women  making  plans  for  their  Celebration  of  Unity  are  shown 
above.  From  left;  Mrs.  V.  L.  Loveall,  Mrs.  Carl  Floyd,  Mrs.  Tom  Crosby, 
Mrs.  Charles  Bowden,  Mrs,  J.  W.  Young  and  Mrs.  Leonard  Shelton,  presi¬ 
dent. 


MAPLEWOOD  WOMEN 
CELEBRATE  UNITY 


The  women  of  the  Maplewood  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  held  their  Cele¬ 
bration  of  Unity  on  Sept.  11  at  6:30 
at  the  church.  Highlight  of  the  evening 
was  a  Mexican  supper  served  by  Mrs. 
C.  D.  Thomason. 

Mrs.  Leonard  Shelton  presided. 
Mrs.  Tom  Crosby  and  Mrs.  John 
Wood  led  the  celebration,  which  was 
divided  into  a  Time  of  Remembering 
and  Hopes  for  the  Future.  A  duet, 
“Come,  Oh  Lord,”  was  sung  by  Mrs, 
John  Nelson  and  Mrs.  John  Griffith. 

U.M.W.  meetings  will  be  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month. 
Five  sub-groups  will  meet  monthly, 
or  more  often  as  their  membership 
wishes. 


The  sub-groups  and  their  leaders 
are  these:  Creative  —  Mrs.  Scott  Shel¬ 
ton;  Bible  Study  —  Mrs.  Curtis  Skin¬ 
ner;  Mary  Esther  —  Mrs.  Charles 
Bowden;  Julia  Paxton  Group  —  Mrs. 
J.  Ed  Watkins  and  Mrs.  John  Griffith, 
co-leaders. 

Election  of  officers  for  the  year 
1974  was  held.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Lenamon 
was  elected  president,  Mrs.  Crosby, 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Carl  Floyd,  sec¬ 
retary;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Zerger,  treasurer; 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Young,  chairman  of 
the  nominating  committee.  To  be 
elected  are  the  four  mission  coordina¬ 
tors.  The  report  of  the  nominating 
committee  was  made  by  Mrs.  V.  L. 
Loveall. 

Mrs.  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  president  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District,  was  a  spe¬ 
cial  guest  and  addressed  the  meeting 
briefly. 
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LESSON  FOR  OCTOBER  14; 
'Reconciliation  Through  Christ' 

ORIENTATION:  We  are  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  1973-74  Church 
School  year.  The  theme  for  this  quarter  (Sept.-Oct.-Nov.)  is  THE 
GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  in  Unit  #2  of  this 
quarter.  The  unit  subject  is  THE  MESSAGE  OF  RECONCILIA¬ 
TION.  Our  lesson  for  Oct.  14  is  the  third  in  this  unit  of  five  lessons 
and  is  entitled  “Reconcfliation  Through  Christ.” 

THE  SCRIPTURE:  Romans  5. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  God  shows  his  love  fmr  us  in  that  whUe  we 
were  yet  sinners  Christ  died  for  us.  —  Romans  5:8 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  see  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  “a^nt” 
of  reconciliation;  to  examine  the  meaning  of  Paul’s  concept  of  “justi¬ 
fication”;  to  review  the  benefits  of  the  new  relationship  to  God  that 
comes  through  faith;  and  to  see  wherein  this  new  relationship  en¬ 
ables  us  to  “rejoice.” 

JESUS  CHRIST:  AGENT  OF  RECONCILIATION 

Our  unit  subject  is  The  Message  of  Reconciliation.  Today  we  center 
our  attention  upon  Christ  as  the  agent  of  that  reconciliation. 

Recall  that  we  are  concerned  with  the  most  vital  of  human  needs: 
that  of  being  in  right  relationship  with  God.  It  will  be  helpful  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  when  Paul  speaks  of  reconciliation  he  is  referring  to  man’s  need 
to  be  reconciled  to  God  rather  than  to  his  fellow  man.  It  isn’t  that  Paul 
is  unconcerned  with  the  latter,  for  he  most  certainly  is.  But  the  subject 
of  Romans  is  “theology”;  it  is  concerned  with  man’s  relationship  to  God. 
And  Paul  is  herein  concerned  primarily  that  his  readers  hear  the  word 
that  they  are  reconciled  to  God,  not  by  obedience  to  the  law,  but  by  faith. 

A  TURNING  POINT:  “THEREFORE  .  .  . 

Therefore,  since  we  are  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with 
God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  —  Romans  5:1 

With  the  beginning  of  chapter  five  we  enter  a  new  phase  of  Paul’s 
thought.  At  the  end  of  the  first  four  chapters  he  has  completed  his  theo¬ 
logical  argument  that  man  cannot  gain  his  acceptance  before  God  by 
obedience  to  the  law.  Such  acceptance  is  acknowledged  and  received  by 

our  act  of  faith.  j, 

In  chapter  5  Paul  turns  his  attention  to  the  new  life  into  which  God  s 
grace  admits  the  believer.  The  author’s  “Therefore  .  .  .  (5:1)  signals 

this  shift  of  attention,  and  indicates  that  what  follows  is  dependent  on 
what  went  before. 

It  is  important,  therefore,  before  we  examine  portions  of  chapter  5, 
that  we  note  a  significant  fact  about  chapter  4.  In  this  chapter  Paul  re¬ 
views  the  faith  of  Abraham.  The  entire  chapter  is  essential  to  Paul’s 
argument.  In  it  he  appeals  to  the  record  in  Genesis  to  show  that  Abra¬ 
ham  —  whom  the  Jews  to  whom  Paul  was  writing  hailed  as  the  father  of 
the  faithful  —  was  justified  before  God  by  faith  and  not  by  works. 

Paul’s  point  is  to  demonstrate  to  his  fellow  Jews  that  the  Christian 
gospel  of  salvation  by  faith  is  not  any  new  and  unbiblical  idea,  but  rather 
that  it  is  rooted  in  their  very  faith,  in  the  book  of  their  law  itself. 

A  NEW  “STATUS”  BEFORE  GOD:  JUSTIFIED! 

“Therefore,  since  we  are  justified  by  faith  .  .  .  .”  The  word  justi¬ 
fied”  and  the  concept  of  “justification”  are  vital  to  Paul’s  entire  message. 
What  faith  does  for  us  is  to  “justify”  us.  What  does  this  term  mean?  An 
examination  of  it  can  open  some  windows  of  vital  understanding  for  us. 

The  term  is  a  “legal”  one;  it  is  a  court  room  term.  It  suggests  that 
Paul  sought  to  convey  his  message  to  his  hearers  by  suggesting  that  they 
think  of  man  as  being  “on  trial”  before  a  judge.  William  Barclay  is  help¬ 
ful  here.  He  says  that 

...  if  a  man  appears  before  a  judge  and  is  innocent,  then  he 
is  acquitted.  But  the  whole  point  about  God  and  man  is  this — 
that  when  man  appears  before  God  he  is  anything  but  innocent; 
he  is  utterly  guilty;  and  yet  God,  in  his  amazing  mercy,  treats 
him,  reckons  him,  accounts  him  as  if  he  were  an  innocent  man. 

That  is  what  justification  means.  When  Paul  said  that  “God 
justifies  the  ungodly,”  he  means  that  God,  in  his  incredible 
mercy,  treat's  the  ungodly  as  if  he  had  been  a  good  man  ...  , 
(DAILY  STUDY  BIBLE,  Romans,  pg.  54) 

Justification,  then,  refers  to  a  man’s  “legal  status”  before  God.  He 
is,  before  God,  not  liable;  he  is  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  due  to  those 
who  have  kept  the  law.  He  is  acquitted,  excluded  from  condemnation. 
Justification  settles  the  “legal  status”  before  God  of  the  person  justified. 


Think  how  the  Jews  must  have  been  shocked  by  such  preaching!  To 
treat  the  evil  man  as  if  he  were  a  good  man  was  unthinkable,  “He  that 
justifieth  the  wicked  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord”  (Proverbs  17:15). 

“I  will  not  justify  the  wicked”  (Exodus  23:7). 

But  Paul’s  gospel  is  so  revolutionary  that  he  states  that  this  is  pre¬ 
cisely  what  God  does.  This  is  the  gospel:  that  though  we  are  sinners,  God 
loves  us  and  will  not  let  us  go.  Such  an  act,  when  it  is  received,  changes 
our  whole  relationship  to  God. 

To  quote  Barclay  again: 

This  is  what  justification  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  means.  It 
means  that  we  are  in  a  right  relationship  with  God,  because  we 
believe  with  all  our  hearts  that  what  Jesus  told  us  about  God  is 
true.  We  are  no  longer  terrorized  strangers  from  an  angry  God. 

We  are  children,  erring  children,  trusting  in  their  father’s  love 
for  forgiveness.  And  we  could  never  have  known  that  if  Jesus 
had  not  come  to  live  and  die  to  tell  us  so.  And  we  only  know 
it  when  we  trust  absolutely  that  what  Jesus  said  about  God  is 
true  (op.  cit,  pg.  54). 

THE  NEW  RELATIONSHIP  BRINGS  PEACE  WITH  GOD 

....  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Through  him  we  have  obtained  access  to  this  grace  in  which 
we  stand.  .  .  —  Romans  5:1b 

Faith  in  Jesus  Christ  introduces  us  to  the  multiple  favors  of  God.  It 
avails  us  of  the  “benefits  of  salvation.” 

One  of  these  benefits  is  “peace  with  God.”  When  Paul  uses  this  term 
he  is  referring  not  so  much  to  the  peace  which  comes  to  the  heart  of  the 
believer  as  a  result  of  the  justifying  act  of  God’s  grace,  as  he  is  to  the 
fact  that  the  “wrath”  of  God  no  longer  rests  upon  those  whom  God  has 
justified.  “There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  for  those  who  are  in 
Christ  Jesus”  (Romans  8:1). 

Rather  than  meaning  “peace  of  heart,”  Paul  is  speaking  about  our 
“status”  in  God’s  sight:  that  we  are  in  a  peaceful,  secure  relationship 
with  him. 

Our  feelings  within  our  heart  may  change;  we  may  not  always  have 
“peace  of  heart.”  But  our  place  in  God’s  family  is  secure:  we  are  justified; 
we  have  peace  with  God  and  our  inward  feelings  cannot  change  this  fact 
of  our  basic  “status.”  The  Christian  is  not  dependent  upon  his  feelings 
to  know  that  he  is  secure  in  God’s  keeping, 

THE  NEW  RELATIONSHIP  IS  “NOW”  —  A  LIVING  HOPE 

Through  him  we  have  obtained  access  to  this  grace  in  which  we 
stand,  and  we  rejoice  in  our  hope  of  sharing  the  glory  of  God. 

— Romans  5:2 

Throughout  the  first  several  verses  of  Romans  5  the  emphasis  is 
upon  the  already  realized  meaning  of  the  life  in  Christ.  We  are  justified; 
we  have  peace.  We  have  obtained  access  to  this  grace  and  in  it  we 
already  stand.  The  tense  of  these  verbs  is  that  of  “already  completed  ac¬ 
tion”  (John  Knox,  THE  INTERPRETER’S  BIBLE,  Vol.  9,  pg.  453). 

The  significance  of  such  a  stand  is  that  we  have  assurance  that  in 
Christ  our  hope  has  already  been  rewarded.  Christianity  is  more  than  a 
futile,  shallow  “wishfulness.”  It  is  a  bold  declaration  that  man’s  ultimate 
hope  has  already  been  confirmed. 

J.  B.  Phillips  translation  helps  immensely  here  in  catching  this  em¬ 
phasis:  “This  doesn’t  means,  of  course,  that  we  have  only  a  hope  of  future 
joy  —  we  can  be  full  of  joy  here  and  now  ,  .  .  .”  (Romans  5:3) 

The  Christian  life  is  indeed  a  life  of  abiding  and  fulfilled  hope.  God 
is  at  work  in  the  Christian  life  and  God  can  be  depended  upon.  Such 
“realized  hope”  is  expressed  through  God’s  grace,  mercy  and  presence.  It 
is  experienced  in  the  many  assurances  that  the  Christian  has  of  God’s 
reality. 

IN  THIS  NEW  RELATIONSHIP:  “REJOICE  IN  SUFFERING” 

We  can  be  full  of  joy  here  and  now  even  in  our  trials  and 
troubles.  —  Romans  5:3,  J.  B.  Phillips  trans. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  fifth  chapter  of  Romans  is  one  of  the  most 
important  sections  of  all  of  Paul’s  correspondence.  Verses  3,  4  and  5 
have  surely  made  it  one  of  the  most  beloved. 

Few  benefits  of  God’s  grace  are  more  valued  than  those  which  en¬ 
able  us  to  confront  human  suffering.  Read  Romans  5:3-5.  Suffering  pro¬ 
duces  valuable  assets.  An  anonymous  poet  has  expressed  it  this  way; 

I  walked  a  mile  with  pleasure.  She  chattered  all  the  way. 

But  left  me  none  the  wiser  For  all  she  had  to  say, 

I  walked  a  mile  with  suffering  And  n’er  a  word  said  she; 

But  oh,  the  things  I  learned  from  her  When  suffering 
walked  with  me! 

AT  THE  RIGHT  TIME  CHRIST  DIED  FOR  THE  SINNER 

“The  greatness  of  God’s  love  is  revealed  in  the  fact  that  Christ  died 
for  sinners”  (E.  L.  Titus,  INTERNAT.  LESSON  ANNUAL,  pg.  59). 

The  experience  of  reconciliation  enables  us,iPaul  says,  to  “rejoice 
in  God!” 

The  message  of  reconciliation  is  that  what  we  cannot  do  for  our¬ 
selves  through  slavish  obedience  to  the  law,  God  has  done  for  us  in  his 
generous  act  of  grace.  And  the  agent  of  that  reconciliation  is  Jesus  Christ. 

We  receive  this  new  relationship  with  God  through  faith  in  him. 
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The  Vietnam  Vet  .  .  . 


WORLD  COMMUNION  SUNDAY 


How  can  United  Methodists  help? 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
How  can  United  Methodist  board  and 
agency  staffs  coordinate  their  resources 
to  sensitize  and  assist  local  churches 
concerning  the  needs  of  Vietnam  era 
veterans  and  their  families? 

That  question  was  a  major  agenda 
item  for  12  representatives  of  United 
Methodist  agencies  as  they  met  here 
Sept.  11.  Joining  them  were  Richard 
Killmer,  director  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  Emergency  Ministries; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dwight  Large,  United 
Methodists  who  direct  a  national  am¬ 
nesty  Information  Center  in  Ann  Ar¬ 
bor,  Mich.;  a  staff  representative  from 
Goodwill  Industries;  and  the  director 
of  the  Center  for  Continuing  Educa¬ 
tion  at  Scarritt  College  which  will  host 
a  consultation  on  amnesty  Oct.  24. 

While  some  church  agencies  have 
provided  funds  to  assist  Vietnam  era 
veterans  ministries.  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff  member  Mia  Adjali 
said  the  major  disappointment  has 
been  the  lack  of  involvement  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  local  church.  “Hopefully 
our  members  will  see  individuals  hurt 
by  the  war  as  persons  for  whom  they 
have  a  concern  and  ministry.” 

The  ad  hoc  task  force  created  a 
continuing  sub-group  which  will  ad- 


PRINCETON,  N.  J.  —  The  central 
objective  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (COCU)  as  “the  union 
of  the  participating  churches”  was 
strongly  reaffirmed  here  Sept.  10-12 
by  the  movement’s  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee. 

The  affirmation  came  as  the  two 
representatives  from  each  of  the  nine 
participating  churches  reviewed  a  pro¬ 
posal  for  committee  procedures.  By 
unanimous  vote,  the  committee  mem- 


dress  itself  to  the  concern  of  local 
church  involvement.  Among  areas 
listed  as  needing  local  church  involve¬ 
ment  were:  educational  and  job  op¬ 
portunities,  emotional  health  needs, 
legal  assistance,  self-help  projects,  pas¬ 
toral  care,  and  veterans  hospitals. 

Describing  the  veterans  as  the  “in¬ 
visible  generation,”  Mr.  Killmer  said 
the  reaction  of  the  American  people 
to  the  war  and  the  socio-economic 
background  of  many  veterans  have  im¬ 
peded  the  readjustment  of  many  vet¬ 
erans  to  civilian  life. 

To  complicate  the  matter  further, 
he  said  there  is  a  distrust  between  the 
Vietnam  veterans  and  the  veterans  of 
other  wars.  “They  did  not  have  com¬ 
mon  experiences.  They  did  not  come 
home  to  victory  parades.  Not  only  has 
the  country  ignored  them  but  the  coun¬ 
try  has  rejected  them.” 

Concern  was  also  voiced  by  the  task 
force  over  the  plight  of  persons  af¬ 
fected  by  the  war  in  peculiar  ways. 
Listed  by  Mr.  Killmer,  these  included: 
more  than  350,000  veterans  who  have 
received  less-than-honorable  dis¬ 
charges  from  the  armed  forces;  more 
than  6,500  men  convicted  by  federal 
courts  for  draft  violations  during  the 
Vietnam  era;  35,000  deserters  at  large; 


bers  put  at  the  top  of  the  document 
this  paragraph: 

“It  is  assumed  that  the  objective  of 
the  Consultation  is  the  union  of  the 
participating  churches  and  the  product 
which  the  operation  is  called  upon  to 
deliver  is  a  basis  and  process  whereby 
the  united  church  can  be  achieved.” 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Bish¬ 
op  Frederick  D.  Jordan,  Hollywood, 
Calif.,  chairman  of  COCU,  and  other 
leaders  voiced  hope  that  this  action 


and  nearly  40,000  war  resisters  in 
Canada. 

THE  AMDNESTY  ISSUE 

“Perspectives  on  Amnesty,”  a  new 
“no-conclusions”  film  produced  by  the 
United  Ministries  in  Higher  Education, 
was  viewed  by  the  group. 

Study  guides  have  been  produced 
by  the  Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society  since  the  1972 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
approved  a  pro  and  con  statement  on 
amnesty  for  study  by  local  churches. 

For  two  years  the  Amnesty  Infor¬ 
mation  Center  directed  by  Dwight  and 
Frances  Large  has  been  supported  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  with 
some  help  coming  from  other  agen¬ 
cies. 

Mr.  Large  saiid  he  hopes  more  local 
groups  will  consider  amnesty  in  all 
three  of  its  forms:  unconditional,  con¬ 
ditional  and  case  by  case. 

Serving  as  convenor  and  temporary 
chairman  of  the  “Interstaff  Task  Force 
on  Emergency  Ministries  Related  to 
Vietnam  and  Its  Aftermath”  is  the 
Rev.  Glenn  Hosman,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  P.  O.  Box 
871,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 
t 


would  help  allay  some  widely-voiced 
opinions  that  the  Consultation  has  lost 
sight  of  its  original  purpose.  Some  of 
these  reports  grew  out  of  the  1973 
COCU  plenary  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
when  several  other  emphases  were 
adopted,  along  with  a  process  for  re¬ 
writing  the  1970  draft  Plan  of  Union  in 
light  of  some  three  years  of  study  at 
the  local  level. 

t 

Brooks  Hays  on 
Methodist  Church  staff 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
The  newest  staff  member  at  Capito! 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church  here  is 
one  of  the  nation’s  best-known  Bap¬ 
tists. 

Brooks  Hays,  former  member  of 
Congress  from  Arkansas  and  a  former 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
veiition,  will  become  “lay  minister  in 
residence.”  He  plans  to  work  “in  my 
own  neighborhood  (he  has  lived  on 
Capitol  Hill  for  27  years),  primarily 
with  people  in  my  own  age  group  (he 
is  75).” 

But  the  Rev.  James  P.  Archibald, 
pastor,  said  Dr.  Hays  is  to  “try  out 
some  of  the  innovative  ideas  for  which 
he  is  so  well  known.”  He  will  work 
without  remuneration  and  is  not  leav¬ 
ing  the  Baptist  church  but  taking  a 
“leave  of  absence.” 

Dr,  Hays,  well-known  as  a  speaker, 
has  been  a  presidential  adviser  and 
on  the  faculty  of  several  colleges  since 
his  “retirement”  in  1958. 

The  church  has  another  unsalaried 
associate  pastor  already — the  Rev. 
John  P.  Adams,  whose  regular  work 
is  on  the  staff  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  His  assignment 
is  in  the  area  of  community  relations. 


‘Called  Together,’ 

theme  for 

Oct.  14  Laity  Day 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
“Called  Together”  will  be  the  theme 
for  the  newly  designated  “Laity  Day” 
to  be  observed  by  United  Methodist 
churches  October  14. 

Formerly  United  Methodists  along 
with  many  other  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions  observed  Laymen’s  Day  but  Dr. 
David  Self,  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division 
of  Lay  Life  and  Work,  said  the  new 
name  was  chosen  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  laity  includes  men  and  wom¬ 
en,  children,  youth  and  adults. 

The  theme  is  based  on  passages  from 
Ephesians  and  First  Peter  emphasizing 
the  common  ministry  of  clergy  and 
laity  in  the  life  of  the  local  congrega¬ 
tion  and  focusing  attention  on  the  un¬ 
ity  of  all  Christians. 

A  brochure  with  suggestions  for  the 
observance  has  been  sent  to  all  United 
Methodist  pastors,  lay  leaders,  district 
superintendents,  and  conference  and 
district  leaders  of  the  laity  through  the 
Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work, 
t 


Michigan  Advocate 
editor  retires, 
successor  named 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Marvin  is  re¬ 
tiring  after  37  years  as  editor  of  the 
Michigan  Christian  Advocate  in  which 
he  achieved  wide  recognition  for  his 
support  of  such  causes  as  organized 
labor  and  elimination  of  segregation  in 
the  church.  Some  300  persons  attended 
a  dinner  in  his  honor  Sept.  16.  The 
Rev.  Keith  Pohl  will  succeed  Dr,  Mar¬ 
vin  as  editor 


"I  think  we’ve  demonstrated  that  the  laity  includes  ail  persons  in  the 
church  -  men,  women  and  youth,”  said  Sidney  R.  Nichols,  a  staff  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work  which 
sponsored  the  first  “National  Conference  of  the  Laity,”  held  at  Purdue 
University  in  Lafayette,  Ind.  Some  3,000  persons  attended  the  Summer 
weekend  event. 


COCU  reaffirms  original  purpose 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  C.  Spencer  (second  from  right),  who  retired  Oct.  1 
from  his  post  os  associate  executive  secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  receives  plaque  from  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Broadcasting  and  Film  Commission  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
for  his  “unprecedented  service”  to  ecumenical  broadcasting  over  the 
past  23  years.  Shown  with  Dr.  Spencer  (left  to  right)  are:  the  Rev. 
William  F.  Fore,  executive  head  of  the  BFC;  the  Rev.  Everett  C. 
Parker,  director  of  communications.  United  Church  of  Christ;  (Dr. 
Spencer)  and  Nelson  Price,  assistant  executive  secretary  for  broad¬ 
casting  of  UMC  and  current  BFC  chairman.  (Photo  by  Toge  Fyjihira) 
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In  TOGETHER  maganne  article  .  .  . 


METHODISM:  ^Too  tired 
and  too  liberal?^ 


A  former  member  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  charges  in  the  Oc¬ 
tober  issue  of  TOGETHER  Magazine 
that  the  denomination  has  become 
“too  tired  and  too  liberal.” 

Mrs.  Marjorie  King  Garrison,  a 
world  traveler  and  Methodist  for  five 
years  before  returning  to  a  more  con¬ 
servative  denomination,  declares  that 
loss  of  spiritual  power,  weak  sermons, 
and  poor  Bible  teaching  are  among 
the  reasons  for  the  church’s  decline  in 
membership,  financial  giving  and  wor¬ 
ship  attendance. 

In  a  survey  conducted  by  TO¬ 
GETHER  prior  to  the  article’s  pub¬ 
lication,  a  number  of  United  Methodist 
readers  of  the  magazine  agreed  with 
most  of  Mrs.  Garrison’s  claims.  Near¬ 
ly  60  per  cent  said  the  church  is  too 
tired  and  too  liberal;  and  63  per  cent 
agreed  that  United  Methodism  had 
lost  some  of  its  spiritual  and  financial 
power.  About  half  of  the  readers  who 
responded  to  the  survey  said  they  are 
not  satisfied  with  the  Christian  train¬ 
ing  provided  by  their  church,  and 
agreed  with  the  author  that  this  is  a 
prime  reason  why  the  church  has 
failed  to  attract  youth. 

“The  really  vital,  alive  youth  groups 
were  in  the  more  fundamental  churchr 
cs,”  according  to  Mrs.  Garrison. 
“Why?  Because  young  people  found 
there  an  authority  and  commitment  not 
stressed  in  our  more  permissive  church¬ 
es.” 


NOT  ALL  AGREE 

But  not  all  readers  agreed  with  the 
author.  “Our  denomination  is  not  tired 


or  too  liberal,”  one  wrote.  “It  is  ready 
to  meet  every  need  of  its  members.. 
Have  you  sought  for  answers  and  re¬ 
inforcement  from  your  church  lately? 
Seek  and  you  may  find  —  but  don’t 
whine  if  the  church  makes  you  take 
the  responsibility  for  finding  God’s 
plan  for  you.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  wants  you  to  have  your  own 
happening  —  not  a  pre-outlined  secur¬ 
ity  blanket!” 

Said  another:  “I  object  to  the  equat¬ 
ing  —  even  the  hyphenating  of  tired 
with  liberal.  The  connection  is  mostly 
in  the  minds  of  authors  such  as  Mrs. 
Garrison.  Remember  that  it  was  the 
‘tired/liberal’  churches  —  Presbyter¬ 
ian,  Episcopalian,  United  Church  of 
Christ  —  telling  thousands  of  disad¬ 
vantaged  people  that  there  are  Chris¬ 
tians  who  care  for  them  as  entire  per¬ 
sons  body  and  soul.” 

The  October  TOGETHER  will  be 
the  last  regular  issue  of  the  magazine 
before  it  is  succeeded  by  the  new  gen¬ 
eral  periodical  of  the  church  —  UNI¬ 
TED  METHODISTS  TODAY.  The 
November  and  December  issues  of 
TOGETHER  are  being  combined  into 
a  special  commemorative-collector’s 
edition  that  will  contain  some  of  the 
outstanding  articles,  pictorials,  and  in¬ 
spirational  features  published  during 
the  magazine’s  17-year  history,  during 
which  time  it  has  been  the  recipient 
of  numerous  awards  for  excellence  in 
church  journalism. 

Also  stressed  in  the  forthcoming  spe¬ 
cial  issue  will  be  the  magazine’s  chang¬ 
ing  role  during  years  of  extraordinary 
sociological,  theological,  and  economic 
change. 


In  November  meeting  .  .  . 

Council  of 
hold  open 

DES  PLAINES,  Ill.  (UMC)— Plans 
for  an  open  session  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  14,  were  announced 
here  Sept.  21  following  a  two-day 
meeting  of  the  Council’s  Executive 
Committee. 

Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden  of  Los 
Angeles,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  presided  at  the  Des  Plaines 
meeting  and  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
Council’s  fall  meeting  in  Nashville. 
The  host  in  Nashville  will  be  Bishop 
H.  Ellis  Finger,  Jr.,  episcopal  leader 
of  that  area. 

Plans  for  the  November  meeting 
were  announced  by  Bishop  Ralph  T. 
Alton  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  secretary 
of  the  Council. 

Bishop  Alton  said  that  the  morning 
session  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  14,  “wiU 
be  open  to  the  press  and  to  anyone 
desiring  to  observe  the  meeting  of  the 
Council,  as  space  allows.”  The  session 
will  be  held  at  the  Holiday  Inn-Van- 
derbilt,  2613  West  End  Avenue. 

Agenda  items  for  the  open  session 
include  a  report  of  the  Council’s  Ur¬ 
ban  Study  Committee,  headed  by  Bish¬ 
op  Thomas  M.  Pryor  of  Sarasota,  Fla.; 
a  report  on  the  vote  on  constitutional 
amendments,  by  Bishop  Alton;  a  pre¬ 
sentation  by  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women;  a  presen- 


Bishops  to 
session 

tation  of  the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace 
and  Self-Development  of  Peoples,  by 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  and  Bishop  A.  James  Arm¬ 
strong  of  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota; 
a  progress  report  by  a  committee  of 
bishops  which  has  conferred  with  the 
parties  concerned  in  the  strike-bound 
Pikeville  (Ky.)  hospital  situation.  Bish¬ 
op  Lloyd  C.  Wicke  of  Fort  Myers, 
Fla.,  heads  the  latter  committee. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  held  its 
first  open  session  in  connection  with 
the  spring  meeting  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  last  April.  News  media  person¬ 
nel  and  others  who  attended  the  meet¬ 
ing  were  favorably  impressed  by  the 
open  meeting. 

The  Nashville  meeting  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  will  open  Monday  evening,  Nov. 
12,  at  5  o’clock  with  a  service  of  holy 
communion  in  the  Upper  Room  Chap¬ 
el  for  bishops  and  their  wives.  This 
service  vdll  be  led  by  officers  of  the 
Council  and  Bishop  Finger  and  will 
be  followed  by  dinner  at  Meharry 
Medical  College. 

The  Council  will  be  in  session  in 
Nashville,  Nov.  12-15.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  open  meeting  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  morning,  Nov.  14,  the  other 
sessions  will  be  closed. 
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UMCOR  reports  on  emergency  areas 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Action  to 
aid  flood-ravaged  areas  of  Pakistan  and 
India,  drought-stricken  parts  of  West 
Africa  and  post-earthquake  rehabilita¬ 
tion  in  Mexico  is  reported  by  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Committee  On  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines,  New 
York,  UMCOR  chief  executive,  said 
a  total  of  $40,000  is  being  sent  now 
to  Pakistan  and  India  to  help  meet 
emergency  needs  arising  from  recent 
floods  in  the  Punjab  which.  Dr.  Haines, 
said,  covered  41,000  villages  and  left 
as  many  as  8,000,000  homeless.  Also, 
he  noted  water  purification  tablets, 
medicine  and  blankets  are  being  sent 
through  Church  World  Service,  inter¬ 
denominational  relief  agency  of  which 
UMCOR  is  a  part. 

In  a  second  telephone  message  to 
UMCOR  and  the  World  Division  (both 
parts  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries),  Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz  of  the. 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  confirm¬ 
ed  there  was  no  damage  to  Methodist 
property  in  the  earthquake  in  central 
Mexico.  He  also  corroborated  reports 
that  the  Mexican  people  and  govern¬ 
ment  have  been  able  to  meet  imme¬ 
diate  needs  of  quake  victims  for  food, 
medicine  and  other  emergency  sup¬ 
plies. 

The  Mexican  church  is  not  asking 
for  aid  now.  Dr.  Haines  said,  but 
Bishop  Ruiz  has  advised  that  requests 
probably  will  be  made  in  the  next  few 
weeks  for  help  in  the  rehabilitation 
stage,  especially  in  rebuilding  schools 
and  community  centers. 

“It  must  be  remembered  that  UM¬ 
COR  works  in  at  least  two  phases  of 
any  disaster  —  the  imn^ediate  emer¬ 


gency  phase  and  the  often  more  diffi¬ 
cult  rehabilitation  phase  when  public 
attention  is  no  longer  focused  on  an 
area  of  need,”  the  relief  executive 
noted. 

In  answer  to  questions  from  United 
Methodists  about  gifts  for  Mexico,  Dr. 
Haines  said  UMCOR  is  receiving  them 
and  seeks  gifts  from  all  concerned 
persons.  About  $4,000  has  been  sent 
in  already.  The  funds  will  be  disbursed 
as  needed  and  requested  by  Bishop 
Ruiz  and  the  Mexican  church,  he  said. 

Meanwhile  at  another  disaster  point, 
the  parched  Sahel  in  West  Africa,  UM¬ 
COR  has  sent  a  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  nurse  serving  in  Algeria  to  join 
a  mobile  medical  team  at  work  in  Ni¬ 
ger,  Dr.  Haines  reported.  Marjorie 
Nellis  is  on  two  months’  loan  by  the 
World  Division  to  UMCOR  for  the 
special  service. 

Referring  to  the  Asian  subcontin¬ 
ent,  Dr.  Haines  said  the  recent  floods 
came  at  a  time  when  a  massive  ex¬ 
change  of  humanity,  involving  as  many 
as  700,000  persons,  was  about  to  get 
underway  in  Pakistan,  India  and  Bang¬ 
ladesh  —  and  UMCOR  is  aiding  in 
the  exchange.  Involved  are  90,000 
Pakistani  prisoners  of  war  to  be  re¬ 
turned  from  India  to  their  homeland, 
300,000  citizens  of  Bangladesh  detain¬ 
ed  in  Pakistan  who  will  be  going  home, 
and  3-400,000  Biharis  in  Bangladesh 
who  will  go  to  Pakistan. 

UMCOR  has  sent  $30,000  to  Bang¬ 
ladesh  to  aid  suffering  Biharis,  who 
need  particularly  food  and  medical 
supplies.  Dr.  Haines  said.  The  agency 
has  also  sent  $10,0(X)  to  Karachi  to 
aid  in  the  migration  of  Bangladesh  cit¬ 
izens  from  P^istan. 
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Newly  elected  officers  of  United  Methodist  Men  at  Bethany  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  shown  with  the  Rev.  William  L.  Jones,  minister,  at  left,  are:  Ural 
Hutchinson,  Sr.,  president;  Lawrence  Greenup,  vice-president;  Eugene  J.  Green, 
Sr.,  secretary,  Harold  Vi  Mere,  Sr.,  chaplain,  and  James  Wagner,  sergeant-at-arms. 


United  Methodist  Men  of  Bethany  Church  have  an  average  monthly  at¬ 
tendance  of  23.  Shown  with  group  attending  recent  meeitng  is  Mrs.  Carrie 
Simpson  who  served  the  breakfast.  Highlights  of  the  year  for  this  group 
have  included:  Payment  for  aluminum  doors  for  church  entrances,  pur¬ 
chase  and  installation  of  public  address  system,  payment  for  air-condi¬ 
tioning  units,  a  special  program  meeting  with  Consultants  William  Rucker 
and  Nolan  Lark  as  guest  speakers,  and  Men’s  Day  with  the  Rev.  Charles 
Smith  as  speaker  and  a  “Soul”  program  featuring  gospel  stars. 
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Annual  Men’s  Day  was  celebrated  recently  at  Newman  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Aleyandria.  Dr.  James  A.  Young,  professor  of  Religion  and 
Phil  osophy  cf  Ainerica  at  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville  spoke  on  the 
challenge  for  Christians  in  the  1970s.  Dr,  0.  V.  Cooper  (with  plaque)  was 
recognized  by  the  Men’s  Club  for  having  rendered  50  years  of  continuous 
medical  service.  A  $500  offering  was  received  at  the  celebration.  The 
Rev.  Nathaniel  .°.  Perry  is  pastor  at  Newman. 


CDCIT  SOLID  STERLING 
r  HCEi  SILVER  1’ CROSS 

In  order  to  survey  how  effec¬ 
tive  this  magazine  is  for  us  to 
advertise  in,  we  will  make  this 
special  offer,  PLEASE  INCLUDE 
25c  TOWARD  HANDLING,  much 
less  than  our  actual  handling  cost. 
JEWELART  INC.,  Dept.  [«jSr=l 
7753Den5more  Ave.yan  Nuys,  Calif.  71406 


News  in  Brief 

The  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  one  of  Aus¬ 
tralia’s  best-knpwn  churchmen,  is  to 
be  visiting  professor  of  evangelism  at 
United  Methodism's  Claremont  (Calif.) 
School  of  Theology  for  the  autumn 
term. 
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Panelists  at  left  participated  in  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  “How  we  should  witness  in 
our  secular  world,”  at  the  September 
meeting  of  Wesley  Men’s  Club  at  Sul¬ 
phur.  (Left  to  right)  Hubert  Blanchard, 
moderator,  with  guests  Kenneth  Brede- 
hoeft,  B.ryant  Gore,  Louis  Moss,  and 
John  Bergstedt.  The  Oct.  6  breakfast 
meeting  will  feature  the  Rev.  Bob 
Jamieson,  Munholland  pastor,  who  is 
scheduled  to  conduct  a  preaching  mis¬ 
sion  at  Wesley  Church  from  Oct.  3-6. 
The  Rev.  Walter  Clarke  is  pastor. 


Ten  cents  will  buy  a  bag  of  potato 
chips — or  the  vaccine  to  protect  ten 
children  from  smallpox  .  .  .  Income 
from  one  box  of  UNICEF  Greeting 
Cards  will  prevent  five  children  from 
becoming  blind  with  trachoma  ...  30 
boxes  will  pay  for  three  weeks  of  a 
teacher-training  course. . .  A  dollar  col¬ 
lected  for  UNICEF  could  buy  a  stetho¬ 
scope  .  .  .  $35  could  buy  a  year’s  sup^ 
ply  of  supplementary  drugs  for  a  moth¬ 
er  and  child  health  center. 


COME  LIVE 
WITH  US  AT  THE 

oAlbetf^J^ 

RESIDENCE  HOTEL 


We  might  even  steal  an  airline’s 
thunder  and  say,  “Come  fly  with  us.” 
Because  residents  of  the  Albert  Pike 
do  soar  —  in  the  freedom,  dignity  and 
warmth  of  a  happy  place  to  live. 

If  you  think  you’d  enjoy  such  an 
atmosphere,  let  us  tell  you  about 
life  at  the  Albert  Pike. 


Contact: 


cAlbeif 


RESIDENCE  HOTEL 
Seventh  &  Scott  Streets 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas  72201 


Telephone  (501)  372-5211 
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Thirty-seven  students  -  32  from  LSU  and  5  from  Southern  -  recently 
journeyed  by  bus  to  Gulfside  Assembly  Center  in  Wovelond,  Miss.,  for  a 
weekend  retreat.  The  event  was  planned  jointly  by  students  and  Campus 
Ministers  William  Finnin  (LSU)  and  Freddie  Henderson  (SU).  Other  minis¬ 
terial  leaders  were  Albert  Chapman,  director  of  Baton  Rouge  Presby- 
^riari  -  United  Methodist  self-help  ministry  "Operation  Hope,”  and  Don 
conference  Young  Adult  Ministry  coordinator.  On  Saturday  eve- 
ning  "HUD,”  a  full  length  feature  film  was  shown,  followed  by  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  ethical  and  human  relations. 


Students  rap  with  the  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson  about 
"The  Black  Experience 
in  Shaping  a  Christian’s 
Theology,”  during  Gulf- 
side  retreat. 


Don  Cottrill,  conference 
Young  Adult  coordinator, 
leads  discussion  on  "The 
Meaning  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  for  Me,”  during 
recent  campus  ministry 
retreat  at  Gulfside. 


The  senior  high  UMYFs  from  Souths ide  Church  in  Monroe 
shown  during  Sept.  15  weiner  roost  at  Chemin-A-Haut 
Park,  Bastrop,  which  was  preceded  by  a  swimming  party 
at  Folly  Beach,  Lake  Darbone.  Thirty  youth  attended. 


Twenty-eight  Southside  (Monroe)  junior  high  UMYFers 
took  advantage  of  a  Sept.  8  "Back  to  School  Weiner 
Roast  and  Swimming  Party”  at  Chemin-A-Haut  Park, 
Bastrop  and  Folly  Beach,  Lake  Carbone.  Gene  and  Dean 
Boozer  are  youth  counselors  at  Southside  Church. 


Newly  elected  UMYF  officers  at  First  Church,  New 
Orleans  are:  (left  to  right)  Cathy  Evans,  secretary- 
treasurer;  Lann  Sawyer,  sergeant-at-arms;  Christine 
Cranberry,  president;  David  Hanscom,  vice-president; 
and  Ginger  Kimbrell,  publicity  chairman.  The  Rev. 
George  W.  Ross  is  senior  minister  at  First  Church; 
the  Rev.  Terry  Lowe  is  associate  pastor. 


The  three  church  school  leaders  shown  here  were 
honored  with  a  coffee  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  Sept.  19.  (Left  to  right)  Mrs.  James  Thompson, 
newly  appointed  nursery-kindergarten  coordinator,  Mrs. 
Harry  Bagbey,  elementary  division  coordinator  —  also 
newly  appointed,  and  Mrs.  Tom  Neely,  retiring  chil¬ 
dren's  division  superintendent.  Calling  to  honor  the 
three  were  teachers  from  the  entire  church  school,  and 
ministers.  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire  and  his  associate, 
the  Rev.  Larry  Maxwell. 


PAGE  TWELVE 


CXJTOBER  4,  1973 


vn  laodSASSHS 


CIBRARY 


ABOVE:  Participants  in  Sept.  25  ceremonies  marking  Methodist  Hospital’s 
fifth  anniversary  are  (left  to  right)  Dr.  Donald  Palmisano;  Paul  Bjork, 
executive  director;  the  Rev.  John  Koelemay,  chaplain;  Mrs.  Miriam  Maynard, 
R.N.;  C.  C.  Walther,  member,  Board  of  Trustees;  and  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell. 
Methodist  personnel  (47  in  number),  volunteers,  the  medical  staff  and  Board 
of  Trustees  were  honored  at  a  reception.  The  180-bed  non-profit  institution, 
located  in  New  Orleans,  serves  some  29,000  inpatients  and  outpatients 
annually.  Plans  to  expand  to  a  seven-story,  400-bed  hospital  within  two 
years  are  nearing  completion. 

RIGHT:  Among  those  celebrating  Methodist  Hospital  Auxiliary’s  fifth  birth¬ 
day  at  recent  luncheon  meeting  were  (left  to  right):  Mrs.  James  I.  Carr,  a 
former  president;  Mrs.  Walter  C.  Christensen,  president;  the  Rev. John 
Koelemay,  auxiliary  advisor  and  Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Manis,  first  president  of 
the  organization. 
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Lafayette  We  Care  Mission 
termed  great  success 


In  what  has  been  termed  the  first 
event  of  its  scale  in  the  country,  over 
100  United  Methodist  ministers  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  gathered  in 
Lafayette  Sept.  30  through  Oct.  2  to 
participate  in  a  city-wide  We  Care  Mis¬ 
sion. 

Large  congregations  and  dialogue 
groups  were  experienced  in  each  of  the 
five  participating  churches  and  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  response  was  reported.  The 
pattern  of  events  included  congrega¬ 
tional  services  with  singing  and  wit¬ 
nessing  led  by  the  ministers;  discus¬ 
sion  groups  for  children,  youth  and 
adults  in  which  teams  of  ministers 
gave  leadership;  and  visits  to  homes  in 
the  community  by  the  ministers.  The 
Rev.  James  J.  Caraway,  Asbury  pas¬ 
tor,  reports  of  these  visits  that  “more 
good  pastoral  work  was  done  than  one 
man  could  have  done  in  a  year’s  time.” 
He  states  that  “all  of  the  comments 
on  the  mission  have  been  excellent.  It 
was  really  a  tremendous  experience.” 


Speaking  at  both  First  Church  and 
Asbury  on  Sunday  morning  were  Bish¬ 
op  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  and  Dr.  Rob¬ 
ert  F.  Harrington,  superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  District. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  more 
than  100  ministers  participated  in  a 
Spiritual  Life  Conference  related  to  the 
mission.  On  Monday  morning,  after 
a  message  by  Bishop  Crutchfield,  a 
laying-on  of  hands  commissioning  ser¬ 
vice  was  held  for  the  ministers  in  prep¬ 
aration  for  their  participation  in  the 
mission.  At  noon  100  laymen  hosted 
the  100  ministers  at  a  banquet  at  the 
Holiday  Inn,  North,  at  which  time 
Bishop  Crutchfield  was  the  principal 
speaker.  Jack  Paris,  layman  from  As¬ 
bury  church,  was  general  chairman  of 
the  banquet.  Tuesday  morning’s  ses¬ 
sion  was  a  dialogue  between  the  bish¬ 
op  and  the  ministers  dealing  with 
questions  and  concerns  of  the  group. 

Commenting  on  the  impact  of  the 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  speaks  at  the  Laity-Ministers  luncheon 
during  the  We  Care  Mission  held  last  week  in  Lafayette,  Shown  (from 
left)  are  host  pastors  and  laymen:  the  Rev.  Jerry  Means,  First  Church; 
Jim  Allen,  First  Church;  the  Rev.  Les  P.  Thompson,  Ivanhoe;  the  Rev.* 
James  J.  Caraway,  Asbury;  and  Dr.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell,  Lafayette 
District  superintendent.  Over  200  attended  the  luncheon  at  the  Holiday 
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Good  news  is  everywhere,  and  it  ought  to  be  told .  At  the  recent 
organizational  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  in  Lafayette  the 
spirit  and  the  enthusiasm  was  unbelievably  strong  and  affirmative.  The 
attendance  at  that  meeting  exceeded  the  attendance  at  any  previous  state¬ 
wide  women's  meeting  for  our  societies  by  many  hundreds .  On  Saturday 
morning  of  the  sessions  we  saw  a  breakdown  On  some  of  the  statistics, 
which  indicated  that  800  attended  the  Friday  night  service,  and  almost 
700  were  served  early  communion  on  Saturday  morning.  A  capacity  of 
520  were  admitted  to  the  banquet  on  Friday  night,  with  many  of  course 
unable  to  attend.  All  in  all,  nearly  1000  different  persons  sought  to  at¬ 
tend  at  least  one  of  the  sessions  during  this  week-end  meeting  of  pur  new 
United  Methodist  Women.  These  figures  are  far  in  excess  of  any  figures 
for  WSCS  and  WSG  meetings,  even  when  one  adds  together  the  totals  for 
the  two  conferences  (Louisiana  A  and  B)  in  their  strongest  previous  meet¬ 
ings  . 

There  was  a  spirit  of  optimism,  anticipation,  and  dedication  like 
nothing  1  have  seen  before.  There  was  a  recommitmept  to  support  the  con¬ 
ference  institutions,  and  a  desire  to  be  of  service  to  same.  The  ladies  were 
expressing  loyalty  to  the  church,  and  one  could  sense  the  all -pervading  hope. 
Indeed  it  was  a  joy  to  attend  that  meeting.  Our  women's  work  has  fine  lead¬ 
ership.  Ms  .  Gloria  Bennett  and  Ms.  Robert  Compton  have  given  magnificent 
direction  to  women's  work  in  this  conference.  Congratulations,  ladies,  on 
the  past,  and  on  greater  things  to  come. 


Faithfully, 


ii' 

A  pictorial  report 


History  is  made  as  100  ministers  take 
part  in  Lafayette  We  Care  Mission 


The  Rev.  Jerry  A.  Means  (white  coat).  First  Church 
pastor,  presents  leaders  for  reports  from  small 
groups  on  Tuesday  evening  of  Lafayette’s  We  Care 
Mission. 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  addresses  more  than 
200  ministers  and  lay  persons  attending  the  Mon¬ 
day  noon  banquet  at  Holiday  Inn. 


LEFT;  Table  fellowship 
was  an  important  part  of 
the  We  Care  Mission.  At 
top  left  is  a  scene  from 
the  ministers-lay  persons 
banquet  at  Holiday  Inn 
on  Monday  noon;  bottom, 
left  is  scene  of  congrega¬ 
tional  dinner  at  First 
Church  on  Sunday  evening. 
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mission,  one  layman  reported  that  his 
most  significant  impression  was  “the 
individual  witness  of  the  ministers  and 
the  fellowship  and  communication  that 
was  established  between  the  ministers 
and  the  laity.”  One  minister  reported 
that  “the  involvement  of  so  many  of 
the  church  family,  of  all  ages,”  was  a 
most  significant  aspect  of  the  mis¬ 
sion.  The  Rev.  Gary  L.  Van  Horn,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Davidson  church,  stated  that  “It 
was  fabulous.  Our  people  were  just 
thrilled!”  He  reported  that  his  congre¬ 
gation  would  be  having  a  follow-up 
evaluation  session  on  Sunday,  as  would 
the  other  congregations. 

Host  churches  for  the  mission  and 
their  pastors  were:  Asbury,  the  Rev. 
James  J.  Caraway;  Davidson,  the  Rev. 
Gary  L.  Van  Horn;  First,  the  Rev. 
Jerry  A.  Means;  Ivanhoe,  the  Rev. 
Les  P.  Thompson;  and  Mallalieu,  the 
Rev.  Edgar  D.  Smith.  Dr.  Kenneth  G. 
McDowell  is  the  superintendent  of  the 
Lafayette  District. 

Capping  off  a  big  week  for  Method¬ 
ism  in  Lafayette,  other  significant 
meetings  were  held  on  Wednesday 
following  the  mission.  The  bishop’s 
cabinet  met  in  an  all-day  session  and 
a  Consultation  on  Campus  Ministry, 
involving  the  campus  ministers,  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  and  the  Commission  on  Higher 
Education,  was  held  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon. 
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LEFT:  “It  could  only  happen  in  South 
Louisiana”  was  what  someone  remarked 
on  seeing  the  "welcome”  sign  posted 
by  Holiday  Inn  as  more  than  100  United 
Methodist  ministers  came  to  participate 
in  the  We  Care  Mission.  Five  local 
congregations  participated  in  the  mis¬ 
sion. 


Excellent  attendance  was  reported  in  all  activities 
of  the  mission.  Shown  above  is  Lafayette’s  First 
Church  congregation. 


The  Rev.  Ed  Parks  of  Simsboro  leads  5th  and  6th 
grade  children’s  group  at  Asbury  Church. 


Dr.  George  F.  Pearce  (second  from  left). 
Lake  Charles  First  Church,  leads  adult 
group  at  Asbury  Church. 


Visiting  are  (from  loft)'the  Rev.  T.  E. 
McElroy,  Opelousas;  Dr.  Dick  Chandler, 
Asbury  layman;  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington, 
superintendent  of  New  Orleans  District; 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield;  and  the 
Rev.  Rick  Hebert,  Lafayette  First. 


Photos  from  Asbury  Church, 
by  Warrert  Trimm 


Shown  above  are  some  of  the  75  young  people  in  the  Asbury  We 
Care  Mission  group. 


The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  co-director 
of  the  Council  on  Ministries,  leads 
group  discussion  with  senior  high 
youth  at  Asbury. 
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VIOLENCE  REVISITED 

Some  few  years  back,  when  we  were  going  through  the  agony  of 
large-sdale  violence  in  our  streets,  it  was  popular  to  observe  that  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  a  violent  people.  As  evidence  of  this  there  were  reviewed  some 
elements  then  —  and  we  should  continue  to  be  mindful  of  them  now  — 
which  have  characterized  our  national  life. 

Among  these  has  been  the  myth  that  glamorized  our  “wild  west,” 
glossing  over  much  of  the  humanelessness,  low  morality  and  harsh  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  period.  Also  noted  was  our  rugged  individualism,  which  has 
in  reality  too  often  been  characterized  by  force.  Add  to  these  our  almost 
epidemic  mania  for  handguns.  And  now  we  must  add  the  way  that  self- 
defense  techniques  such  as  karate,  judo,  kung  fu,  etc.,  etc.,  are  being 
benevolently  characterized  as  character-building  exercises.  As  physical 
disciplines  alone,  they  might  conceivably  be  such,  but  first  and  foremost 
they  come  across  as  just  one  more  socially  acceptable  way  of  excusing 
violence  and  of  adding  another  violent  element  to  our  already  violence- 
saturated  society.  And  to  the  above  add  the  current  crop  of  TV  horror 
movies,  police  dramas  and  other  shows  that  appeal  to  violent  instincts. 

It  was  said  in  that  former  day  that  violence  was  as  American  as 
apple  pie.  At  times  it  is  hard  not  to  believe  that  painful  indictment. 

THE  ISSUE  IS  BEFORE  US  AGAIN 

And  now  the  issue  —  which  rarely  has  a  chance  to  rest  —  is  before 
us  again.  Last  week,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  the  following  events  occiured 
in  the  course  of  three  days:  a  woman  was  forced  to  pour  gasoline  over 
herself  and  was  then  set  on  fire;  an  aged  man  was  stoned  to  death;  a  cab 
driver  was  fatally  stabbed. 

One  reaction  is  to  say  “it  happens  all  the  time,  so  why  get  so  upset?” 
Which  is  just  the  point.  Violence  does  happen  so  frequently  and  we  are 
being  conditioned  by  our  society  to  take  it  for  grant^  and  accept  it  as 
the  inevitable  way  to  respond  to  conflict.  This  ia  the  alarm  and  tragedy 
of  it  all.  Another  reaction  is  to  search  for  the  causes  and  make  responsi¬ 
ble  efforts  to  respond  creatively. 

One  report  on  the  first  incident  in  Boston  indicated  that  the  act  may 
have  been  inspired  by  a  scene  in  a  current  TV  drama.  While  violence  is 
a  human  problem  of  long  standing,  pre-dating  TV  by  thousands  of  years, 
there  can  be  no  question  of  the  tremendous  responsibility  shouldered  by 
this  and  all  media  in  dealing  with  the  subject. 

TV  VIOLENCE  DOES  AFFECT  VIEWERS 

Between  Nov.,  1972  and  May,  1973  the  former  broadcast  section 
of  The  Radio  and  Film  Commission  of  our  church,  now  a  part  (rf  United 
Methodist  Communications,  did  extensive  research  on  violence.  Among 
those  questioned  were  an  impressive  list  of  authorities,  representing  the 
Rand  Corporation,  professors  of  four  state  universities  and  specialists  in 
fields  related  to  the  study  of  violence.  The  results  (rf  this  research  are 
significant,  A  very  few  highlights  are  here  listed; 

— ^Research  extending  back  to  the  1930’s  shows  definite  evi¬ 
dence  of  an  increase  in  violent  behavior  by  adults  and  chil¬ 
dren  after  viewing  violent  behavior  on  film. 

— TV  teaches  that  violence  is  a  good  way  to  deal  with  conflict. 

In  prime  time  TV  drama  80%  of  the  solutions  show  violence 
as  a  workable  and  acceptable  solution  to  conflict. 

— TV  drama  tends  to  have  a  very  good  guy  and  a  very  bad 
guy  in  conflict.  This  excuses  violence.  It  is  okay  for  the  good 
guy  to  be  as  violent  as  necessary  to  get  rid  of  the  animalistic 
bad  guy. 

— Research  indicates  that  showing  the  consequences  of  violence 
is  not  a  good  deterrent  to  violence. 

So  much  TV  drama  is  presented  in  an  “unanswerabfe  context;”  that 
is,  the  viewer  is  relatively  powerless  to  contest  the  subtleties  of  the  in¬ 
fluences  ^rpetrated  upon  impressionable  minds.  What,  then,  realistically 
and  positively,  can  be  done? 

WHAT  CAN  BE  DONE? 

Could  not  the  TV  industry  be  challenged  to  a  higher  level  of  drama, 
to  better  drama?  To  quote  die  report,  “Violence  is  not  necessary  to 
drama.  Conflict,  not  violence,  is  what  provides  dramatic  suspense.”  Con¬ 
flict  between  groups  and  persons  in  our  culture  is  a  “given;”  it  is  a  fact,  a 
normal  one,  and  can  even  be  creative.  It  is  not  likely,  that  we  can  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  the  levels  of  this  conflict.  But  it  is  possible  that  we  modify  the 
ways  in  which  we  as  a  nation  respond  to  conflict.  It  is  at  this  point  that 
the  church  may  see  its  role  in  this  vital  area  of  our  national  concern.  The 


Christian  gospel  has  a  relevant  and  powerful  word  to  speak  in  regard  to 
dealing  with  conflict. 

Write  a  letter  about  it?  It  could  help.  If  we  do  not  try  to  achieve 
what  we  think  is  most  desirable,  we  will  receive  that  which  at  best  we 
can  only  tolerate. 

Most  Americans  feel  that  on-  this  issue,  as  in  so  many  big  issues, 
there  is  little  that  can  be  done.  We  may  never  know  until  we  try.  And  on 
this  one  it’s  going  to  take  a  lot  more  dedicated  people  trying  a  whole  lot 
harder. 
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Bargain  daze  . or . Hernia  brand 

My  wife  is  one  of  those  folk  who  has  a  sharp  eye  for  bargains.  It’s 
well  that  she  does,  for  it’s  been  this  sharp  eye  that  has  kept  the  books 
balanced  at  home.  But  how  much,  I  must  ask  you,  is  enough? 

She  came  home  the  other  day  proudly  announcing  that  she  had  found 
a  bargain  on  laundry  detergent.  She  had  indeed.  You  won’t  believe  this 
but  she  had  bought  no  less  than  45  pounds  of  bargain  all  in  one  super- 
duper  giant  size  box!  That’s  forty-five  (45)  lbs.  (pounds)  of  detergent  in 
o-n-e  (1)  box! 

Anticipating  my  first  question  —  for  she  looked  in  pretty  good  phy¬ 
sical  shape  —  she  said  that  a  carry-out  boy  had  taken  it  to  the  car  for 
her.  To  show  his  appreciation  for  this  honor  he  had  wedged  the  box  in 
the  back  seat,  down  on  the  floor  between  the  front  and  back  seat  cush¬ 
ions  and  must  have  had  to  sit  on  it  to  make  it  as  secure  as  it  was.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  this  carry-out  boy  was  either  on  loan  from  the  de¬ 
fensive  line  of  the  Dallas  Cowboys  or  else  is  probably  suffering  from 
second  degree  hernia  by  now. 

Possibly  you  can  visualize  my  problem.  I  considered  leaving  the 
bargain  right  where  it  was  secured,  cut  open  the  top  and  just  dip  deter¬ 
gent  as  needed.  But  this  had  its  obvious  drawbacks,  among  them  being 
that  we’ll  probably  trade  in  this  car  within  three  or  four  years  plus  the 
fact  that  it  would  get  old  trying  to  explain  to  friends  why  they  had  to 
crawl  over  45  lbs.  of  soap  just  to  ride  to  church. 

Anyway,  I  must  rush  to  comfort  you  with  the  assurance  that  all  is 
now  well.  The  detergent  is  in  it’s  proper  place  —  in  what  is  now  referred 
to  as  our  Soap  Warehouse  — ■  and  I  am  patiently  waiting  for  the  neigh¬ 
bors  to  come  and  borrow  by  the  bucket,  but  so  far  no  luck.  I’m  beginning 
to  think  that  they  all  must  have  gone  to  the  same  sale. 

To  those  of  you  who  are  accustomed  to  some  religious  words  buried 
in  these  little  comments,  I  must  say  sorry,  no  chance  this  time.  The  soap 
may  be  settled,  but  I’m  not.  Not,  at  least,  to  the  point  where  I  can  think 
religious  thoughts. 
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Now  let's  go  over  that  one  more  time.... 

As  an  editor,  I’ve  been  thinking  the  following  thought  for  about  four 
months  now,  but  just  hadn’t  realized  it  could  be  expressed.  But  —  having 
seen  it  on  a  sign  above  a  busy  coimter  in  a  local  store  —  I  can  now 
share  with  you  the  perfect  “Editor’s  Excuse:” 

“I  know  you  believe  you  understand  what  you  think  I  said  but 
I  am  not  sure  you  realize  that  what  you  heard  is  not  what  I 
meant.” 
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“We  should  act  passionately  as  if  a  just  and  peace¬ 
ful  global  policy  is  both  possible  and  necessary  with¬ 
in  our  own .  lifetime,  or  at  least  the  lifetime  of  our 
children,”  declared  Dr.  Richard  A.  Falk,  a  specialist 
in  international  law,  as  he  presented  the  major  ad¬ 
dress  at  a  service  marking  the  10th  anniversary  of 
the  Church  Center  located  across  the  street  from 
the  U.N.  Secretariat. 

D^^te  the  strtfe  in  Northern  Ireland,  the  Rev. 
Rufus  J.  WwnWe,  rector  of  Christ  Episcopal 
church  in  Little  Rock,  relates  following  a  trip 
to  Belfast  that  “huncheds  of  Protestants  and 
Catholics  meet  together  in  the  name  of  Christ 
under  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spkit.  These 
undaunted  Clwistians  of  different  loyalties 
cross  the  dangerous  dividing  zone  in  order  to 
pray  together  and  to  offer  their  friendship  and 
love  to  one  another.” 

Attorney  General  Elliott  L.  Richardson  said  that  95 
of  the  nation’s  largest  cities,  including  Washington, 
D.C.,  reported  decreases  in  serious  crimes  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year.  “I  am  encouraged  to  see 
that  the  statistics  continue  to  show  a  leveling-off  of 
the  great  increase  in  crime  that  occurred  in  the 
1960s,”  he  said. 

Tte  congregation  <rf  the  Smyrna  Church  in 
Pinehurst,  Ga.,  that  voted  last  year  to  leave 
the  United  Methodist  Church  because  the  de¬ 
nomination  was  becoming  too  liberal,  will 
appeal  a  state  judge’s  decision  holding  that 
they  cannot  retain  cbmch  property  valued  at 
between  $4,000  and  $6,000.  The  judge  upheld 
the  written  trust  clause  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Discipline  that  states  that  local 
trustees  hold  property  “for”  the  denonunation. 

Owen  Cooper,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  has  urged  the  denomination’s  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  to  adopt  a  “more  positive”  philos¬ 
ophy.  He  commented,  “I  say  this  in  love,  but  less 
time  should  be  given  towards  finding  reasons  why 
thin^  can’t  be  done  and  more  time  should  be  given 
to  finding  how  things  can  be  done.  He  called  for 
“innovative  ideas  in  SBC  programs  without  turn^ 
ing  one  iota  from  being  a  Bible-based,  Bible-believ- 
ing,  Bible-belonging  mission  body.” 

Re^onal  presbyteries  and  stated  clerks  the 
Presbyterian  Church  ki  the  U.S.  (Southern) 
have  received  from'  two  PCUS  agencies  a  set 
of  guidelines  on  how  to  prevent  dissidents  from' 
sece^ng  and  taking  church  property  with  them. 
Members  are  advised  to  “kiiow  with  assurance 
that  a  majority  (d  you  in  your  local  church 
cannot  withdraw  from  the  PCUS  to  a  position 
of  independence  and  autonomy  against  the  will 
and  desu^s  of  a  minority  group  of  loyal  Pres¬ 
byterians  who  wish  to  be  and  seek  to  be  iden¬ 
tified  as  the  true  and  loyal  remnant  of  the  lo¬ 
cal  church.” 

The  liquor  industry  lost  an  estimated  $9.7  million 
worth  of  advertising  with  the  demise  of  Life  maga¬ 
zine  last  year,  according  to  an  advertising  news 
writer  for  New  York  Times.  Since  Life  ceased  pub¬ 
lication  last  December,  the  writer  reports,  TV  Guide, 
with  over  40  million  adult  readers,  appears  to  have 
gained.  Noting  that  another  major  magazine.  Better 
Homes  and  Gardens,  began  accepting  liquor  adver¬ 
tising  about  a  year  ago,  he  observes  that  the  indus¬ 
try  couldn’t  turn  to  Reader’s  Digest  (43  million  adult 
readers)  or  to  the  National  Geographic  (more  than 
15  million).  They  refuse  to  accept  liquor  advertising. 


More  than  (me  nuHitm  odls  from  persons  in 
distress  were  logged  in  1972  by  the  100  centers 
related  to  Life  Line  International,  the  tele- 
plnme  ministry  operating  in  ei^ht  ctmntries. 
Dr.  Alan  WaUter,  Australian  founder  of  the 
ministry,  said  that  the  movemeid  is  continuing 
to  grow,  with  more  than  15,000  trained  coun- 
selora,  mostly  lay  persons,  involved  in  the 
craters.  (In  the  Arkansa^Louisiana  area  the 
ministry  is  known  as  “Contact.”) 

A  ^  suit  asking  a  court  to  require  the  University  of 
Minnesota  to  oust  the  Young  Women’s  Christian 
Assn.  (YWCA)  from  Coffman  Union,  a  student  cen¬ 
ter,  has  been  filed  by  the  Minnesota  Civil  Liberties 
Union.  The  suit  charges  that  the  YWCA  is  a  relig¬ 
ious  organization  and  the  relationship  between  it 
and  the  university  violates  the  First  Amendment  to 
the  U.  S.  Constitution  and  a  section  of  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Constitution.  The  plaintiffs  cite  the  YWCA’s 
articles  of  incorporation,  which  say  that  its  purpose 
is  “the  promotion  of  .  .  .  spiritual  culture  of  young 
women.” 

Archbishop  Joseph  T.  McGucken  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  said  recently  that  the  need  for  diocesan 
newspapers  in  the  homes  of  all  Catholics  “was 
never  more  apparent.”  He  added  that  today 
“we  cannot  expect  a  Catholic  newspaper  to 
depend  solely  on  pious  matter.  It  must  reflect 
the  lives  of  the  people  it  serves;  their  hopes, 
their  joys,  their  sorrows,  and  their  proWems.” 

Addressing  an  overflow  crowd  at  Duke  University 
chape]  in  a  pre-crusade  appearance.  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham  said:  “The  nation  needs  to  repent — not  just 
the  Republicans,  but  my  own  party,  the  Democrats, 
as  well.  We  all  need  to  repent  because  there  is  a  little 
bit  of  Watergate  in  us  all.” 

“There  also  is  Christian  discontent,”  Graham 
told  his  Duke  University  audience.  “We  ought 
to  tackle  pollution,  energy,  population  and  war 
problems,  and  try  to  eliminate  them  from  the 
human  scene,”  he  sanL  Following  an  appeal 
for  the  6  miUion  persons  in  West  Africa  who 
could  die  of  starvation  before  Christmas  “un¬ 
less  the  nations  of  the  world  come  to  their  aid,” 
the  evang^  turned  over  the  special  offering 
taken  during  the  service,  along  with  his  honor¬ 
arium  from  the  university,  to  aid  the  people  in 
those  countries. 

The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  has  ruled  that  a  nativity  scene  must  be  dropped 
from  the  annual  Christmas  Pageant  of  Peace  near 
the  White  House  or  the  government  must  limit  its 
role  in  the  display.  The  land  is  controlled  by  the 
National  Parks  Service.  Judges  suggested  several  al¬ 
ternatives.  It  is  not  yet  known  what  sponsors  of  the 
pageant  will  do  as  a  result  of  the  court  decision. 

The  Rev.  Lucius  Walker,  Jr.,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  controversial  Interreligious  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Community  Organization  (IFCO),  is 
the  nominee  to  head  the  new  Division  of  Church 
and  Society  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  Walk,er  is  a  black  clergyman  of  the 
American  Baptist  Churches,  who  has  headed 
IFCO  since  its  inception  in  1967.  It  was  at  an 
IFCO-called  meeting  in  1969  that  the  Black 
Manifesto  and  its  demands  for  reparations 
from  the  Churches  emerged.  During  the  stormy 
months  that  followed.  Walker  was  able  to  extri¬ 
cate  his  organization  from  the  complications  of 
identity  with  the  Manifesto.  Its  supporters  sep¬ 
arated  from  IFCO  and  soon  faded. 


The  “Lutheran  Hour”  radio  listeners  in  the  New 
York  Cky  area  are  being  asked  to  protest  the  de¬ 
cision  of  Station  WNBC-FM  to  drop  the  broadcast. 
Tommy  Thompson,  administrator  of  the  Mass 
Media  Department  of  the  Lutheran  Laymen’s 
League,  complains  that  although  broadcast  time  is 
purchased  at  a  regular  commercial  rate,  and  has 
been  broadcasting  since  July  1,  1956,  the  time  slot 
has  been  continually  bounced  around  from  the  1:30 
p.m.  live  network  time,  to  8:30  a.m.  to  10:30  p.m., 
then  to  11:30  p.m.,  to  6:30  a.m, 

Christianity  Todiay,  the  evangelical  fortni^itiy 
whose  1967  editorial,  “Somelmw  Let’s  Get  To¬ 
gether,”  was  one  of  the  ordinal  stimuli  for  Key 
73,  h^  delated  that  the  evangelistic  acdueve- 
ments  of  tins  year  “are  cause  for  rejoiemg  and 
thanksgiving.”  A  Sept.  28  e^orial  states,  “In 
thousands  (d  duuri^  across  North  America 
this  year,  there  have  been  unprecedented  ef- 
forte  in  evangetism.  Never  before  have  so  many 
Scriptures  bran  distributed,  so  many  rhrkrian 
tracts  presented,  and  so  many  doors  knocked 
upon  for  the  sake  of  the  Gosp^  For  those  who 
label  Key  73  as  a  flop  or  di^ppointment,  pra- 
haps  the  anticipations  have  bran  too  high.  If  a 
hi^y  virible  phenennenon  is  what  was  ex¬ 
pected,  then  Key  73  has  fatten  short.  But  for 
most  past(Hs  and  church  workers,  the  achieve¬ 
ments  are  cause  for  rejoicing.” 

The  old-fashioned  subject  of  human  and  religious 
values  received  a  hearing  on  Capitol  Hill  as  a  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  official  testified  before 
a  Senate  subcommittee.  The  Rev.  William  Genne, 
the  Council’s  director  for  family  ministries,  said, 
“Love,  honor,  honesty  and  a  willingness  to  stick  by 
vows,  especially  marriage  vows,  are  fundamental  to 
a  healthy  society.”  “American  Families:  Trends  and 
Pressures”  is  the  official  topic  of  the  hearings  set 
by  Senator  Mondale. 


~  Studies  in  such  countries  as 
India  and  Tunisia  have  shown  that  many  per¬ 
sons  who  have  learned  to  read  lapse  back  into 
illiteracy  within  a  year  because  they  do  not 
reinforce  their  learning.  This  is  usually  be¬ 
cause  there  is  nothing  at  their  level  for  them  to 
read,  or  because  they  are  not  motivated  to 
read.  To  help  overcome  these  problems,  the 
American  Bible  Society  has  launched  a  pro¬ 
gram  called  “Good  News  for  New  Readers,”  a 
program  aimed  at  helping  newly  literate  per¬ 
sons  attain  normal  reading  skills  through  a 
Scripture  literacy  program.  Here  a  woman  in 
Guatemala  receives  her  first  Scripture  literacy 
selection.  (RNS  Photo) 
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ARCHIVES  AND  HISTORY 
COMISHSSION  TO  MEET 
OCT.  25 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Archives  and  History  will  meet 
in  Shreveport  at  the  Centenary  College 
Library  on  Thursday,  Oct  25  from  1 0 
a.m.  until  3  p.m.  (Lunch  at  the  cafe¬ 
teria).  Dr.  John  Ness,  Jr.,  executive 
secretary  of  United  Methodist  AT'- 
chives  at  Lake  Junaluska.N.C.,  will  be 
the  resource  advisor  at  this  meeting. 

Local  congregations  are  urged  to 
contact  a  member  of  the  group  if  they 
have  materials  or  suggestions  for  pre¬ 
sentation. 

— Mrs,  W.  M.  Nolan,  chairman 
t 
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FIRST  UNITED  Methodist  Church, 
Jennings,  is  holding  a  preaching 
mission  this  week  with  the  Rev. 
Cleburne  Quaid  of  Homer  as  the 
guest  preacher  and  Scott  Fontenot 
as  the  song  leader.  The  Rev. 
Eskel  L.  Tatum  is  the  Jennings 
pastor. 

DR.  JOLLY  HARPER  will  be  the 
preacher  for  a  revival  to  be  held 
in  the  Blackwater  United  Methodist 
Church,  Oct.  14,  15  and  16.  The 
Rev.  William  C.  Blakely  will  be 
host  pastor.  Dr.  Harper  is  pastor 
of  Louisiana  Memorial  Church  in 
Opelousas. 

THE  REV.  JOE  W.  McCLAIN, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Amite,  will  be  the  guest 
evangelist  in  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Eunice,  for  the  “Do 
You  Care?”  Mission  to  be  held 
Oct.  21-24.  Mrs.  Maribelle  Miller, 
chairman  of  Evangelism,  is  in 
charge  of  the  plans.  Services  will 
be  held  each  evening,  Sunday 
through  Wednesday,  at  7:00  p.m. 
The  Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks  is 
the  pastor  at  Eunice. 

THE  GREATER  NEW  ORLEANS 
Federation  of  Churches  plans  a 
free  seminar  on  Mond^,  Oct.  23, 
from  2  until  5  p.m.  The  title  of 
the  seminar  will  be  “Personal 
Financial  Planning  and  Legal 
Advice  for  Ministers”  and  leaders 
in  the  two  fields  will  present  a  full 
and  informative  program.  Other 
upcoming  seminars  are:  “More 
Effective  Drama  in  the  Church”, 
Nov.  3,  2:00-5:00  p.m.;  “Getting 
Your  Church  in  the  News”,  Nov. 
4,  2:00-5:00  p.m.;  “The  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Time  —  To  Find  More  of 
It”,  Nov.  4,  2:00-5:00  p.m.;  and 
“Increased  Skills  As  A  Church 
Secretary”,  Dec.  3,  10:00  a.m.- 
2-.30  a.m. 


REMEMBER 

The  Children's  Honne 
with  your 

Harvest  Day  Offering 


Organs  presented  to  Sibley  and  Zachary  Churches 


Anonymous  donors  recently  presented 
on  organ  to  the  Sibley  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Seated  at  the  organ  is 
Murlene  Parker,  organist  and  chairman 
of  the  Education  Commission,  with 
Mrs.  James  Shirey,  chairman  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries.  The  Rev.  Lynn 
Merrill  is  the  pastor. 


The  Zachary  United  Methodist  Church 
dedicated  the  recently  acquired  Allen 
201  Digital  Computer  Organ  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  23,  with  a  special  dedication 
service  and  a  concert  by  Billy  Thaxton, 
who  represents  the  Allen  Organ  Com¬ 
pany.  Pictured  at  the  electronic  organ 
is  the  church’s  organist,  Mrs.  Bill  W. 
Spangler. 


“FOUR  NIGHTS  FOR  GOD”  evan- 
elistic  services  are  being  con- 
ucted  in  the  Kentwood  United 
Methodist  Church,,  Oct.  8,  9,  10  and 
11.  Guest  ministers  are  the  Rev. 
David  Strozier  of  Alexandria  and 
the  Rev.  Lael  Jones  of  Haynes- 
ville.  Host  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Spiller  Milton. 


HUGHES  DAY  CARE  CENTER  in 
New  Orleans  is  to  benefit  from  a 
rummage  sale  being  sponsored  by 
Broadmoor  and  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Oct.  13.  Co-chairmen  of  the  event 
are  Mrs.  John  Carnahan  and  Mrs. 
George  Williams.  The  sale  will  be 
on  the  Broadmoor  Church  grounds. 


THE  ISTROUMA  CHURCH  YOUNG 
at  Heart  Club  held  their  annual 
picnic  at  Audubon  Park,  St.  Fran- 
cisville  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  26. 

BILL  MANN  of  Dallas,  interna¬ 
tionally  known  song  evangelist, 
gave  a  gospel  song  concert  in 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge  on  Sunday  evening. 
Sept.  30. 

THE  WORSHIP  COMMITTEE  at 
Jonesboro  United  Methodist 
Church  sponsored  an  organ  con¬ 
cert  Sunday  evening.  Sept.  30  in 
honor  of  all  loved  ones  who  were 
remembered  through  gifts  to  the 
organ  fund.  Mrs.  Howard  Hearne 
^d  Mrs.  Joe  Key  were  the  organ¬ 
ists.  The  Rev.  Dan  Tohline  is 
their  pastor. 


THE  REV.  AND  MRS.  WILLIS  Dear 
spent  the  last  weekend  of  September 
attending  a  marriage  encounter 
weekend  in  Moblie,  Ala.  He  is 
associate  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Slidell. 

SPRINGHILL  D.M.A.  (Don’t  Men¬ 
tion  Age)  Club  members  are  plan¬ 
ning  a  trip  to  the  Texas  Rose  Fes¬ 
tival  in  Tyler,  Tex.,  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  20. 

TOMMY  CONSOLVER  is  general 
chairman  of  the  six-week  Every 
Member  Visitation  program  in  First 
Church,  DeRidder.  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Terry  is  chairman  of  Development 
and  Harry  Manning  of  Visitation. 
The  Rev.  W.  Odell  Simmons  is 
pastor. 


The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  welcomed  the  Cheermakers  Class 
from  Mangum  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  on  their  recent  ar¬ 
rival  for  a  tour  of  the  campus.  The  ladies  drove  their  church’s  bus 
from  Shreveport,  according  to  the  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell,  superinten¬ 
dent,  who  hosted  the  visitors. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading;,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Oct.  14 — Sunday  . Joel  g;9-16 

Oct.  15  . Matt.  24:1-25 

Oct.  16  . Matt.  24:32-42 

Oct.  17  . Matt.  24:42-51 

Oct.  18  . 1  Thes.  .3:1-11 

Oct.  19  2  Peter  3:1-4,  10-18 

Oct,  20  . Rev.  12:7-12 

Oct.  21 — Sunday  . Dan.  7:9-14 


YOUNG  AT  HEART  ORGANIZED 
AT  TRINITY,  ALEXANDRIA 

Twenty-four  persons  were  present 
when  a  “Young  at  Heart”  Club  was 
organized  in  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria.  Prized 
objects  were  brought  to  the  meeting 
for  “show  and  tell.”  Fritz  Olandar, 
of  the  Council  for  the  Aged,  told 
about  the  work  of  the  council. 

Officers  elected  are:  Albert 

Shirley,  president;  Bill  Adams, 
vice-president;  and  Tot  Adams, 
secretary.  The  Rev.  Dave  Felder 
is  their  pastor.  Meetings  will  be 
held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Thursday  mornings. 


WANTED  —  Minister  of  Music  with 
responsibility  for  Youth  Program. 
Good  salary.  Contact  Dr.  Charles 
Richards,  First  United  Methodist, 
304  N.  Main,  Searcy,  Arkansas 
72143.  Phone  268-5897. 


LAKE  VISTA  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  has  com¬ 
pleted  its  plans  for  the  observance 
of  Laity  Day  on  Oct.  14.  Ralph 
Garrard  was  in  charge  of  plans. 
Luke  Cochran  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  8:45  service;  Leonard  Larson 
will  be  the  speaker  at  11:00.  The 
Rev.  Donice  W.  Alverson  is  the 
pastor. 

P  JL  (Preachers’  Kids)  KORNER 

KIMBERLY  KAY  McKENZIE  was 
bom  September  25  at  Glenwood 
Hospital,  West  Monroe,  to  John 
W.  and  Connie  (Crofoot)  McKenzie. 


PASTORS  VISIT 
CfflLDREN’S  HOME 

Youth  from  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  attend  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston.  Pastors  from  the  church 
are  taking  turns  visiting  in  each 
residence  for  youth  on  the  Home 
campus. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Merlin 
Merrill  were  meal  time  guests  of 
each  cottage  at  the  Home.  Now 
the  Rev.  Gene  Finnell,  associate 
pastor,  is  visiting  each  cottage  by 
turn.  This  allows  each  youth  the 
opportunity  to  meet  their  pastors 
personally.  It  allows  the  pastors 
opportunity  to  know  the  youth. 
We  at  the  Home  deeply  appre¬ 
ciate  the  care  and  concern  shown 
by  our  church  leaders. 

t 
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Officers  elected  for  *1974  for  United  Methodist  Women  at  Celebration  held 
September  30,  7:00  p.m.  at  Trinity  Church,  Ruston.  FRONT  ROW  (left  to 
right):  Mrs.  Glen  Shadow,  mission  coordinator  for  Supportive  Community; 
Mrs.  James  Gouedy,  secretary;  Mrs.  Joe  Pullis,  chairperson  for  Committee 
on  Nominations;  Mrs.  Lloyd  Scott,  Christian  Personhood;  Mrs.  G.  W.  James, 
first  vice-president;  Dr.  Minnie  B.  Tracey,  second  vice-president.  BACK 
ROW:  Mrs.  W.  A.  J.  Lewis,  president;  Mrs.  J.  T.  Folk,  Christian  Global 
Concerns;  Miss  Irene  Bear,  chairperson  for  Membership;  Mrs.  L.  0.  Burk- 
halter.  Program  Resources.  Elected  but  not  in  picture  are:  Mrs.  Richard 
Brown,  Christian  Social  Involvement;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Hethcox,  treasurer. 


Chief  officers  of  the  new  Vinton  United  Methodist 
Women  are  (from  left)  Mrs.  Bernice  Lynch,  secre¬ 
tary;  Mrs.  Keith  Havens,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Floyd  Kim¬ 
ball,  vice-president;  and  Nora  Lee  Parish,  presi¬ 
dent.  They  and  other  officers  were  installed  by 
their  minister,  the  Rev.  Joe  Rice,  during  a  cele¬ 
bration  ceremony  on  Sept.  19  when  the  WSCS  be¬ 
came  UMW.  Some  20  women  were  present  to  sign  as 
charter  members  of  the  organization. 


Shown  above  are  the  newly  elected  officers  of  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Memorial  Church  in  Monroe.  Left  to  right:  standing  ^  Mrs.  Doris  Downes, 
Mrs.  Georgia  Wilson,  Mrs.  Irene  Nelson,  Mrs.  Hurvie  Moak;  seated  -  Mrs! 
Malcolm  Mason,  president;  and  Mrs.  Ed  Whatley,  vice-president. 


AT  LEFT:  Mrs.  Malcolm 
Mason,  president,  with 
Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett, 
district  president  and 
guest  speaker,  and  Mrs. 
Ed  Whatley,  vice-presi¬ 
dent. 


MEMORIAL  CHURCH 
UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
INSTALL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  newly  elected 
Monroe  District  President  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women,  was  the 
special  speaker  for  the  Service  of  Cele¬ 
bration  held  recently  at  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe. 
This  service  was  to  recognize  the 
merging  of  the  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild. 

Officers  for  the  coming  year  were 
installed  by  the  Rev.  James  Christie, 
pastor.  A  program  outlining  the 
changes  for  a  more  flexible  program 
was  presented  by  a  panel  composed  of 
Mrs.  Malcolm  Mason,  Mrs.  Dan  Mc- 
Duff,  and  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Farr.  “A 
Look  At  the  Past”  was  the  subject  of 
Mrs.  Josie  Palmer’s  talk  in  which  she 
pointed  out  the  changes  that  had  taken 
place  over  the  years  she  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Woman’s  Society,  and 
the  tremendous  growth  resulting  from 
the  changes. 

Past  officers  of  the  Guild  and  the 


Women’s  Society  were  recognized.  A 
social  hour  followed  the  Service  of 
Celebration. 


Mrs.  Elsie  Morgan,  a  65-year  member 
of  Methodist  Missionary  .Societies, 
was  present  when  the  Elizabeth 
Church  held  the  Service  of  Celebra¬ 
tion  to  organize  United  Methodist 
Women.  Born  in  Kellogg,  Iowa,  Mrs. 
Morgan  was  living  in  Call  ,Tex.,  when 
she  first  joined  in  1908.  She  has 
worked  in  societies  in  Kirbyville, 
Tex.,  Oakdale  and  Elizabeth,  La. 


AT  LEFT: 

Nine  women  of  Springhill  United  Methodist  Church 
led  women  of  the  Springhill  and  Sarepta  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  in  a  “Celebration”  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodist  Women.  Shown  are,  left  to 
right,  front:  Mrs.  Frank  Lee,  Miss  Theresa  McCon¬ 
nell,  Mrs.  Richard  Johnson,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Spence,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Earl  Talley;  back  row,  left  to  right,  Mrs.  H. 

C.  Merritt,  Mrs.  Mac  Pace,  Mrs.  Jim  Stone  and  Mrs. 

D.  D.  Diehl.  Mrs.  Jack  Horne,  president  of  the  new 
organization  is  not  shown. 

AT  RIGHT: 

At  the  Springhill  UMW  celebration,  Mrs.  Robert  C. 
Smith  is  serving  coffee  to  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  George 
Harkins.  Women  in  the  background  are  signing  up 
for  interest  groups. 
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Conference  UMW  executives  entertained 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Centenary  Church  at  Rayne  recently  elected 
officers.  Shown  at  the  September  meeting  are  from  RIGHT:  their  pastor, 
the  Rev.  George  McVay;  Mrs.  Helen  Atkinson,  Lafayette  District  UMW 
president  and  special  guest  speaker;  Mrs.  Dot  Hamilton,  Centenary  presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  Jane  McVay;  vice-president;  Mrs.  Rita  Melancon,  secretary; 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Lasseigne,  treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Inza  Curtis,  chairman  of 
nominations. 


The  Golden  Meadow  Women’s  Society  members  recently  held  a  Celebra¬ 
tion  and  became  United  Methodist  Women.  The  program  reviewed  the 
past,  present,  and  hopes  for  the  future.  A  covered  dish  luncheon  followed. 
Mrs.  Richard  Ingols,  newly  elected  president,  is  shown  at  left  as  she 
types  the  new  membership  cards.  At  right,  members  inspect  items  of 
historical  interest. 


Miss  Elma  J.  Ashby,  missionary  to  Rhodesia,  spoke 
at  the  morning  worship  services  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe  Sept.  26.  Miss 
Ashby  has  served  as  a  nurse  in  Rhodesia  for  the 
past  27  years.  She  showed  slides  at  the  evening 
worship  hour.  From  left  are:  the  Rev.  .Robert  L. 
Peyton,  pastor;  Mrs.  Luke  Brossett,  chairman  of  the 
Missions  Work  Area;  and  Miss  Ashby. 


Lakeview  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  Minden, 
had  a  covered-dish 
luncheon  following  the 
September  meeting.  Lin¬ 
gering  over  coffee  and 
cokes  are,  from  left: 
Mrs.  Leland  Wade,  Mrs. 
Glenn  Thigpen,  Mrs.  Fred 
McQueen,  the  Rev.  Le¬ 
land  Wade,  and  Mrs. 
Georgia  Robinson. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  WSCS  and  WSG  Executive  Committee  was  hosted 
by  the  Lafayette  District  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette 
prior  to  the  convening  of  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church.  Dolls  dressed  as  Evangeline  marked  the  places  of  officers  and  the 
members  of  the  Committee. 


Pictured  left  to  right: 
Mrs.  Finis  Crutchfield, 
wife  of  the  resident  Bishop, 
Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  Con¬ 
ference  WSCS  president; 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Atkinson, 
Lafayette  District  WSCS 
president,  and  Mrs.  Louis 
Bennett,  Chairperson  Con¬ 
ference  Guild. 


Executive  Council  members  of  the 
Monroe  District  United  Methodist 
Women  (formerly  WSCS)  have  been 
meeting  for  the  past  several  years  at 
the  Wesley  Foundation.  Mrs.  John 
Clark  (above,  at  left),  Wesley  secre¬ 
tary,  has  been  most  gracious  in  seeing 
that  all  of  the  wants  of  the  ladies  are 
met.  One  of  her  self-appointed  deeds 
has  been  to  have  the  coffee  ready  and 
served  at  just  the  right  moment.  As  a 
token  of  appreciation,  Mrs.  Lucille 
Goodwin,  district  president,  presented 
her  with  a  lovely  pin  during  the  one  of 
Wesley  Luncheons. 


The  Ponchatoula  WSCS  and  WSG  held  the  Service  of  Celebration  on  Sept, 
n,  at  which  time  they  became  United  Methodist  Women.  Mrs.  Tom  Lan¬ 
caster,  pastor’s  wife,  installed  the  officers  shown  above.  Front  row,  from 
left:  Mrs.  Mary  Muller,  president;  Mrs.  Frances  Lee  Saint,  chm.  Nomina¬ 
tions;  Mrs.  Lou  Fitzmorris,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Geraldine  Primes,  Christian 
Social  Involvement;  Mrs.  Lygia  Dahmer,  Program  Resources;  Mrs.  Verna 
Coburn,  Nominations;  Mrs.  Bernice  Larpenter,  f^mbership;  Mrs.  Agnes 
Ballard,  Global  Concerns.  Back  row:  Mrs.  Cathy  Parker,  Christian 
Personhood;  Mrs.  Nathalie  Harris,  Nominations;  Mrs.  Doris  Libscomb, 
secretary;  Mrs.  Edith  Liles,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Sarah  Morrow,  Nomina¬ 
tions;  Mrs.  Pauline  Corkern,  Supportive  Community;  and  Mrs.  Elaine 
Raiford,  Nominations.  The  group  of  about  40  enjoyed  coffee  with  a  cake 
baked  by  Mrs.  Hilda  Fletcher  and  decorated  with  a  cross  and  flame  symbol. 
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LESSON  FOR  OCTQB.ER  21;  . 

Freedom  and  Its  Temptations 


ORIENTATION:  We  are  ia  dK  first  qaarter  (Sept. 
— Oct. — ^Nov.)  of  1973-74  ckurch  school 
year.  The  theme  for  Ais  qaarter  is  THE  GOS¬ 
PEL  ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  in  Unit 
#2  (Sept.  30 — Oct.  28)  (rf  tUs  quarter.  The 
unit  subject  is  THE  MESSAGE  OF  RECON¬ 
CILIATION.  (The  unit  subject  for  the  first 
quarter  was  MINISTRY  OF  RECONCILIA¬ 
TION).  Our  lesson  for  Oct.  21  is  the  fourth  in 
this  unit  of  five  lessons  and  is  entitled  ‘^Free- 
dom  and  ks  Temptations.” 

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Romans,  chapters 
6  and  7. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  If  we  live  by  the  Spirit, 
let  us  also  walk  by  the  Spirit. — Galatians  5.25 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  examine  the 
meaning  of  Christian  freedom;  to  see  what  being 
a  “i^ve  of  Jesus  Christ”  means  and  does  not 
mean;  to  see  the  role  of  law  in  relation  to  man’s 
freedom;  to  see  the  nature  of  sin  as  reflected 
in  Romans  7;  and  to  examine  some  implications 
of  Christian  freedom  for  life  in  our  time. 

4=  *  4= 

THE  SHAPE  OF  THE  ISSUE 

Perhaps  we  can  gain  a  bit  of  insight  into  the 
issue  before  us  in  this  lesson  by  looking  at  a  cartoon 
—  one  which  probably  wouldn’t  be  at  home  in  a 
Sunday  School  book! 

The  scene  is  in  hades  (the  more  printable  theo¬ 
logical  term),  showing  two  brand-new  residents, 
forked-tails  and  all,  being  greeted  by  two  senior 
citizen-type  devils,  pitchforks  in  hand.  One  of  the 
new  arrivals,  reflecting  on  the  life  he  has  just  left 
and  realizing  that  he  “went  down  to  the  hot  place” 
instead  of  “up  to  the  better  place,”  is  speaking  to 
the  welcoming  committee:  “What  really  gets  me  is 
when  I  think  about  all  of  the  sins  I  could  have  com¬ 
mitted!” 

The  cartoon  can  help  to  point  up  some  questions 
which  Paul  imagines  his  readers  to  be  asking:  “If 
we  are  free  of  the  law’s  demands  —  as  you,  Paul, 
say  we  are  —  then  why  shouldn’t  we  really  ‘have 
at  it’  and  sin  all  we  want  to?  If  God  is  going  to  be 
good  enough  to  forgive  us  anyway,  why  not  have 
all  the  ‘fun’  of  sinning  while  we’ve  got  the  chance 
and  let  God  do  us  the  great  big  favor  of  forgiving 
us  all  the  more?  The  more  we’ve  got  to  be  forgiven 
of,  the  more  forgiveness  we’ll  get,  and  the  happier 
God  should  be  to  give  it  to  us!” 

The  questions  form  the  basic  issue  of  our  les¬ 
son  and  reveal  some  elements  which  go  to  the 
very  heart  of  the  gospel.  For  in  the  concept  of  free¬ 
dom  over-against  law,  the  very  nature  of  God  is 
revealed  in  a  magnificent  way.  The  issue  opens  be¬ 
fore  us  both  the  beauty  of  God’s  trust  of  his  children 
and  reveals  also  the  “agony”  of  man’s  liberty;  the 
“grandeur  and  misery  of  man.” 

PAUL  DEALS  WITH  THE  QUESTION 

By  the  time  he  gets  to  what  we  call  the  sixth 
chapter  in  his  letter  to  the  Romans,  Paul  has  recog¬ 
nized  that  he  must  pause  a  bit  to  deal  with  what, 
for  some  of  his  readers,  might  seem  like  a  foolish 
contradiction  in  his  thinking.  Some  may  have  sur¬ 
mised  that  “If  we  are  all  that  free  of  the  demands 
of  the  law,  then  let’s  ‘live  it  up’;  let’s  eat,  drink  and 
be  merry,  for  tomorrow  we  may  die.”  J.  B.  Phillips 
translates  Paul’s  inquiry  to  his  imaginary  questioners 
in  this  fashion:  “Shall  we  sin  to  our  heart’s  content 
and  see  how  far  we  can  exploit  the  grace  of  God?” 
(Romans  6:1). 


LffE  ON  “A  NEW  PLANE  ALTOGETHER” 

NEW  LIFE  IN  CHRIST  ( 

Paul’s  response  to  his  own  question  is  to  say 
emphatically  “Certainly  not!”  “What  a  ghastly 
thought!”  is  the  way  J.  B.  Phillips  translates  this 
verse  (Romans  6:2a).  It  is  now  impossible,  says 
Paul,  for  those  who  live  under  grace  to  go  on 
sinning,  because  they  have  “died  to  sin.”  Paul  uses 
the  analogy  of  the  sacrament:  in  baptism  the 
Christian  has  shared  Christ’s  death  and  also  his  life 
and  has  risen  to  “life  on  a  new  plane  altogether” 
(Romans  6:4  J.  B.  Phillips). 

The  commitment  to  die  is  a  “total  commitment;” 
the  old  self  is  now  gone,  a  thing  of  the  past.  Such  a 
total  commitment  brings  the  seeming  paradox — but 
marvelous  discovery  —  of  new  life  “in  Christ.” 

William  Barclay  has  a  helpful  analogy  for  this 
phrase  “in  Christ;”  a  phrase  which  plays  a  vital 
part  in  so  much  of  Paul’s  thought.  “We  cannot  live 
our  physical  lives  unless  we  are  in  the  air,  and  the 
air  is  in  us.  It  is  so  with  Christ.  Unless  we  are  in 
Christ,  and  Christ  is  in  us,  we  cannot  live  the  life 
of  God”  (DAILY  STUDY  BIBLE,  Romans,  pg. 
86). 

And  this  new  life  in  Christ  is  a  life  “under 
grace”;  a  life  of  Christian  freedom.  But  Paul  is  to 
go  on  to  say  some  rather  strange  things  about  this 
new  “freedom.” 


“YOU  BELONG  TO  THE  POWER 
YOU  CHOOSE  TO  OBEY” 

A  NEW  BUT  LIBERATING  BONDAGE 

The  new  freedom  of  which  Paul  speaks  releases 
man  into  loving  “bondage”  to  Christ.  While  the  old 
man  was  in  bondage  to  sin,  the  new  man  is  a  slave 
of  Christ.  The  Christian  has,  in  a  sense,  exchanged 
one  slavery  for  another.  But  the  former  slavery  was 
a  bondage  which  imprisoned  the  soul  in  servitude 
to  the  law  whereas  the  new  “slavery”  is  a  free-will 
commitment  which  liberates  man’s  spirit  for  the 
highest  things.  The  service  of  Christ,  Paul  says,  is 
perfect  freedom. 

In  a»i  earlier  lesson  we  recalled  that  in  the  16th 
century  Martin  Luther  called  Paul  “the  world’s  first 
free  man.”  It  is  in  relation  to  these  statements  of 
Paul’s  on  Christian  freedom  that  the  great  Reforma¬ 
tion  leader  made  that  observation  about  the  apostle. 
And  it  is  significant  to  note  that  many  of  the 
world’s  “freedom  movements,”  from  Luther’s  Pro¬ 
testant  Reformation  to  John  Wesley’s  soul-freeing 
experience  at  Aldersgate,  and  even  to  movements 
for  political  freedom  can  be  traced  to  Paul’s  great 
concept  of  freedom  over-against  law. 

WHAT  IS  CHRISTIAN  FREEDOM? 

Christian  liberty  is  not  simply  freedom  “from”; 
it  is  not  license  “to  do  as  we  please,  regardless.”  It 
is,  rather,  so  complete  a  surrender  to  God  that  it  is 
akin  to  “slavery”  to  righteousness. 

The  Christian  is  free  from  sin  on  the  one  hand 
and  has  become  the  bondservant  of  righteousness  on 
the  other.  He  realizes  that  he  is  “not  his  own;  he  has 
been  bought  with  a  price.”  He  is,  in  fact,  “the  Lord’s 
free  man”  (I  Cor.  6:2;  7:22f). 

But  is  not  this  new  relationship  also  a  kind  of 
seeking  for  salvation  by  works?  No,  Paul  would  say. 
The  Christian,  as  a  man  under  grace,  is  a  moral 
man  who  does  deeds  of  love  not  from  any  legal  ob¬ 
ligation  but  from  a  heart  overflowing  with  grati¬ 
tude.  He  loves  because  he  has  first  been  loved. 

Our  lesson  quarterly,  pages  56-58,  has  a  fine 
statement  in  outline  form  on  the  causes  of  bondage 
and  the  meaning  of  Christian  freedom. 


THE  ROLE,  AGAIN,  OF  THE  LAW 

Sin,  at  the  touch  of  the  law,  was  forced  to  ex¬ 
pose  itself  as  sin,  and  that  meant  death  for  me. 

The  contact  of  the  law  showed  the  sinful  nature 
of  sin.  — Romans  7:10,  11  J.  B.  Phillips 

What  then  is  the  value  of  the  law?  The  law  itself 
is  good,  says  Paul.  Its  value  is  that  it  exposes  sin  to 
be  the  death-dealing  agent  that  it  is. 

In  the  remaining  verses  of  Chapter  7  Paul  deals 
with  an  issue  common  to  all  humanity:  “I  don’t  ac¬ 
complish  the  good  I  set  out  to  do,  and  the  evil  I 
don’t  really  want  to  do  I  find  I  am  always  doing” 
(Romans  7:19,  20  J.  B.  Phillips). 

Paul  sees  himself  “an  unwilling  prisoner  to  the 
law  of  sin  and  death,”  and  recognizes  that  “.  .  .  if 
I  do  things  that  I  don’t  really  want  to  do  then  it  is 
not,  I  repeat,  ‘I’  who  do  them,  but  the  sin  which 
has  made  its  home  within  me.”  He  concludes  that 
“it  is  an  agonizing  situation,  and  who  on  earth  can 
set  me  free  from  the  clutches  of  my  own  sinful 
nature?  I  thank  God  there  is  a  way  out  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord”  (Rom.  7:24,  25). 

Paul  has  led  up  to  this  statement  of  man’s  pre¬ 
dicament  and  God’s  provision  to  show  that  the  “way 
out”  is  the  way  of  grace.  This  is  the  message  of 
reconciliation  of  man  to  God.  We  are  put  in  the 
right  relationship  with  God,  not  by  any  obedience  to 
the  law,  but  because  of  God’s  gracious  act  of  love 
toward  us  in  Christ  Jesus. 

THE  ISSUE  TODAY 

The  responsible  use  of  freedom  is  a  live  and 
vital  issue  for  the  Christian  today.  How  are  we  to 
handle  freedom  and  its  temptations? 

Again,  Paul  speaks  an  ancient  word  which  re¬ 
veals  a  principle  upon  which  we  can  rely  in  our 
contemporary  bouts  with  this  issue.  The  setting  for 
this  statement  is  in  Corinth  where  the  Christians 
had  asked  Paul  about  the  eating  of  meat  offered 
as  a  sacrifice  to  idols.  His  statement  is  worthy  of 
careful  attention  in  the  context  of  today’s  subject: 

Now  acceptance  by  God  is  not  a  matter  of 
meat.  If  we  eat  it,  that  does  not  make  us  bet¬ 
ter  men,  nor  are  we  the  worse  if  we  do  not 
eat  it.  You  must  be  careful  that  your  free¬ 
dom  to  eat  meat  does  not  in  any  way  hinder 
anyone  whose  faith  is  not  as  robust  as  yours. 

For  suppose  you  .  .  .  shouM  be  observed  eat¬ 
ing  meat  .  .  .;  are  you  not  encouraging  the 
man  with  a  delicate  conscience  to  do  the  same? 
Surely  you  would  not  want  ...  to  bring  spirit¬ 
ual  disaster  to  a  weaker  brother  .  .  .  This 
inakes  me  determined  that,  if  there  is  any  pos¬ 
sibility  of  meat  injuring  my  brother,  I  will  have 
none  of  it  so  long  as  I  live,  for  fear  I  might  do 
him  harm.  — I  Cor.  8:8-13  J.  B.  Phillips 

What  does  this  principle  say  to  us  today  as  we 
wrestle  with  the  question  of  freedom  and  its  temp¬ 
tations?  Is  it  fair  to  substitute  for  “meat”  in  the 
above  passage  such  words  as  “alcohol”  or  “tobac¬ 
co?”  Or  would  doing  this  reflect  a  puritanism  and 
prudishness  from  which  our  Christian  liberty  has 
freed  us?  Would  it  be  fair  to  substitute  such  words 
as  “prejudice”  and  “covetousness”  and  other  atti¬ 
tudes  which  bring  harm  to  our  fellowman?  To  what 
extent  does  freedom  to  “love  God  and  do  as  we  ' 
please”  become  a  violation  of  our  neighbor’s  rights? 
How  would  you  answer  these  questions? 

Paul  is  opening  to  us  the  marvelous  vistas  of  a 
kind  of  liberty  that  breaks  the  bonds  of  slavery  to 
sin  and  enables  us  to  be  bound  with  willing  ties  to 
Jesus  Christ  as  our  Lord.  In  his  service  is  to  be  found 
perfect  freedom. 
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)evaluatieii  ef  dollar 
skyrockets  mission  costs 

‘‘Hus  is  the  year  to  turn  around  the 
decline  in  missionary  giving” 

new  YORK  (RNS)  —  Devaluation  of  the  dol¬ 
lar  is  having  drastic  effects  on  foreign  mission  pro¬ 
grams,  according  to  officials  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  here. 

The  10  per  cent  devaluation  in  February,  coup¬ 
led  with  a  smaller  drop  at  the  end  of  1971,  has  re¬ 
duced  denominational  purchasing  power  by  18  per 
cent,  or  some  $2  million. 

Reduction  of  dollar  value  in  international  ex¬ 
change  coincided  with  a  decrease  in  contributions  to 
the  agency,  which  supports  almost  a  thousand  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  21  countries. 

The  board’s  World  Division  had  a  1972  deficit 
of  $650,000.  While  the  United  Methodist  mission 
force  abroad  has  dropped  from  1,300  (five  years 
ago)  to  about  950,  the  agency  continues  as  one  of 
the  largest  American  missions  organizations. 

But  officials  fear  that  continuing  adverse  finan¬ 
cial  conditions  will  mean  further  reductions,  per¬ 
haps  to  850  missionaries.  The  devaluation  of  the 
dollar  meant  that  cost  for  supplies  and  salaries  went 
up  sharply.  An  additional  $190,000  had  been  spent 
by  mid-September  to  offset  the  effect  on  salaries 
since  February. 

Dr.  Stephen  F.  Brimigion,  treasurer  of  the  board, 
says  it  would  be  “ridiculous  to  guess”  how  much 
more  will  be  needed  in  additional  salary  funds  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

All  United  Methodist  missionaries  are  paid  on 
an  adjustable  scale  above  or  below  the  sum  of  $8,150 
per  year.  Single  persons  may  receive  considerably 
less.  Adjustments  are  made  for  age,  marital  status, 
dependents  and  cost  of  living  differentials. 

Cost  of  living  supplements  are  figured  on  the 
basis  of  points  relative  to  an  index  determined  by 
the  cost  of  living  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  10  of  the 
21  countries  where  the  denomination  maintains  mis¬ 
sionaries,  the  increase  in  points  has  been  “startling” 
since  late  1972,  officials  report. 

In  Japan,  where  97  missionaries  are  assigned, 
the  cost  of  living  jumped  24  points  between  the 
Fall  of  1972  and  September  1973.  It  increased  36 
points  in  Algeria,  28  in  Malaysia,  25  in  Sarawak 
and  22  in  Mozambique. 

Dr.  John  Schaefer,  head  of  the  World  Division, 
has  sent  urgent  appeals  to  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences.  He  said  he  does  not  know  what  the  response 
will  be. 

“This  is  the  year  to  turn  around  the  decline  in 
missionary  giving,”  he  stated.  “The  fate  of  the 
Church’s  overseas  mission  rests  with  the  churches’ 
response  to  this  plea.” 

At  least  one  bishop  has  responded  that  there  is 
no  way  that  the  financial  citizen  will  curtail  the  mis¬ 
sion  programs  supported  by  his  area. 

Bishop  Kenneth  Goodson  of  Virginia  has  asked 
congregations  to  increase  their  contributions  to  mis¬ 
sions  by  $15  per  mouth.  The  Virginia  Conference 
IS  related  to  1 3  of  the  denomination’s  overseas  pro¬ 
grams. 

t 

GARRETT  COMMUNICATIONS  FUND 

TO  HONOR  HEAD  OF  TRAFCO 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (RNS)  —  A  “Harry  C.  Spen¬ 
cer  Communication  Education  Fund”  is  being  es¬ 
tablished  at  Garrett  Theological  Seminary,  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  to  honor  the  retiring  head  of  TRAFCO,  the 
Television,  Radio  and  Film  Communication  Divis¬ 
ion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  fund  was  announced  here  during  a  meeting 
of  the  denomination’s  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munication,  which  now  incorporates  TRAFCO. 

Dr.  Spencer  headed  the  agency  from  1952,  when 
it  was  founded,  until  late  September.  He  is  68 
years  old. 

Garrett  was  chosen  for  the  site  of  the  fund  be¬ 
cause  Dr.  Spencer  graduated  from  the  seminary  in 
1929.  His  father  was  a  1904  graduate. 

Initial  gifts  to  the  fund  total  $13,000.  The  money 
will  be  used  for  lectureships,  fellowships,  research 
3nd  other  programs  in  Christian  communication  at 
Garrett,  a  United  Methodist  school. 
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From  Our  Readers 


Contributions  for  this  column  should 
be  written  briefly  and  bear  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  writer.  What  appears 
here  does  not  necessarily  represent  the 
point  of  view  of  this  publication  and  the 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  withhold, 
edit  for  space,  or  print  contributions . 

“THANKS”  from  Louisiana 
Dear  Sir: 

I  have  just  received  my  issue  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  with  the  excellent 
coverage  erf  our  recent  annual  meeting 
held  in  Lafayette  last  weekend.  My 
thanks  to  you  for  coming  to  be  with 
us  and  taking  so  many  pictures  so  that 
those  that  could  not  attend  can  share 
somewhat  in  the  event.  The  article 
with  the  exerpts  from  the  speeches 
was  very  good. 

Thank  you  again  for  coming.  We 
really  do  appreciate  the  service  that 
your  paper  does  for  Methodism  in 
Louisiana. 

Grace  and  peace, 

Mrs.  Leo  Hoffpauir 
Chairperson  for  Conference 
Annual  Meeting 
Lake  Charles,  La. 
t  . 

PEOPLE  DO  CARE 

Editor: 

The  enclosed  letter  (see  below) 
came  to  me  recently  in  response  to  my 
appeal  for  additional  mission  person¬ 
nel  support.  It  is  a  very  encouraging 
letter,  and  I  wonder  if  it  could  be  in¬ 
cluded  . 

Thomas  A.  Abney 
Box  1071 

College  Heights,  Ark.  71655 
Dear  Mr.  Abney: 

In  reading  my  Arkansas  Methodist 
I  see  you  are  in  need  of  more  finan¬ 
cial  help  if  we  keep  our  missionary 
personnel  in  the  field.  As  you  know, 
being  a  Methodist  preacher’s  widow  I 
haven’t  much  to  give,  but  God  has 
blessed  me  so  in  helping  me  handle 
what  I  do  get,  that  I  want  to  help  him 
keep  his  workers  in  the  field,  so  in¬ 
closed  you  will  find  a  check  for  $5.00 
and  maybe  it  will  help  fill  in  for  some 
who  just  don’t  have  any  to  give. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Mrs.  Coy  E.  Whitten 
2778  Irma  Drive 
Uniontown,  Ohio  44685 
t 

ARE  THERE  OTHER  OPINIONS? 

Dear  Editor: 

The  Camden  District  Convocation 
on  Program,  meeting  September  23, 
1973,  in  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  author¬ 
ized  me  to  write  you  concerning  the 
new  Adult  Bible  series.  A  “show  of 
hands”  vote  revealed  that  a  majority 
of  our  churches  were  using  the  new 
curriculum.  It  was  the  consensus  of 
the  group  that  the  Arkansas  Methodist 
could  render  a  real  service  to  the  local 
Churches  by  providing  lesson  aids  as 
you  now  do  for  the  International  Se¬ 
ries.  Thus,  the  group  passed  a  recom¬ 
mendation  requesting  that  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  Methodist  begin  serious  considera¬ 
tion  for  providing  this  type  of  help  for 
teachers  using  the  new  adult  literature. 

Hopefully,  you  will  see  fit  to  in¬ 
clude  it  in  your  weekly  paper.  Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Henry  Crook,  Recorder 
El  Dorado,  Ark. 


LOW  BLOW 
OR  TREATISE  ON 
COMBIN’  AND  THINKIN’ 

Dear  John: 

I  read  with  interest  your  editorial 
on  the  benefits  of  shaving  as  a  time  for 
meditation.  Hogwash! 

In  the  first  place,  it  smacks  of 
masochism  to  suggest  that  any  pleas¬ 
ure  can  come  from  such  torture.  Sec¬ 
ond,  it  is  typical  male  chauvinism  to 
imply  that,  because  they  don’t  stand 
in  front  of  a  mirror  and  scrape  their 
faces  with  a  blade,  women  are  incap¬ 
able  of  thinking. 

Although  I  too  go  through  the  daily 
ritual  of  shaving,  I  have  found  that  a 
better  time  for  thinking  is  while  comb¬ 
ing  the  hair  just  after  a  good  scalp 
massage  to  stimulate  the  brain.  I  com¬ 
mend  it  to  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Ken  Parker 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  reference  to 
the  second  paragraph,  second  point 
therein,  you  said  it,  Ken;  I  didn’t.  And 
in  regard  to  your  sure-fire  suggestion 
in  the  third  paragraph,  I  can  only  say 
Thank  You,  but  I,  too,  have  used  this 
ritual  for  years.  In  fact,  some  of  us 
have  combed  so  often  and  thought  so 
deeply  that  we  have  the  evidence  on 
top  to  prove  it  ..  .  ;  while  others 
just  still  have  a  full  head  of  hair  .... 
t 

UNICEF  facts 

A  large  part  of  UNICEF  aid  is  given 
in  the  form  of  equipment  and  supplies. 
UNICEF  has  helped  to  equip  over 
14,500  educational  and  vocational 
training  institutions;  some  10,000  wel¬ 
fare  institutions;  45,000  health  centers^ 
and  over  8,000  nutrition  institutions. 
UNICEF  provides  such  supplies  as 
paper  for  textbooks,  audio-visual 
teaching  aids,  agricultural  tools,  medi¬ 
cines  and  hospital  equipment, 
t 

SAY 

“MERRY 

CHRISTMAS” 

6  TIMES 
NEXT  YEAR 


The  Upper  Room  will  be 
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A  subscription  costs  on¬ 
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PRIME  MOVERS.  These  seven  persons,  plus  one  other,  were  honored  os  "those  whose  vision”  mode  the  Church 
Center  for  the  United  Nations  a  reality.  The  recognition  came  during  the  CCUN’s  10th  anniversary  service  and 
reception  Sept.  23  in  New  York.  (Left  to  right)  Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke,  former  chairman  of  the  CCUN  Building 
Operations  Committee;  Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey,  former  Women’s  Division  president;  Thelma  Stevens,  former  Women’s 
Division  assistant  general  secretary  for  Christian  social  relations;  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Maxwell,  former  executive  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Department  of  International  Affairs;  the  Rev.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society;  the  Rev.  Carl  Soule  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Bender,  former  executive  secretaries  of 
the  United  Methodist  Office  for  the  UN.  (Photo  by  Toge  Fujihira) 


In  Nov.  meet  atTucson  .  .  . 


Judicial  Council  to  consider 
“worker  priest”  role 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
Questions  about  new  legislation  that 
allows  United  Methodist  ministers  to 
serve  a  “ministry  to  the  secular  world” 
will  top  the  docket  for  the  church’s 
Judicial  Council  Nov.  7-11  at  Tucson, 
Ariz. 

The  challenges  also  involve  related 
1972  legislation  raising  the  possibility 
of  “worker-priest”  assignments  for 
ministers. 

These  are  two  of  the  items  on  an 
eight-item  agenda  facing  the  nine-mem¬ 
ber  council  for  its  semi-annual  meet¬ 
ing,  according  to  the  Rev.  Ralph  M. 
Houston  of  Mt.  Tremper,  N.  Y., 
president. 

One  Discipline  paragraph  being 
questioned  is  352.7,  which  allows  min¬ 
isters,  at  their  own  request  and  upon 
confirmation  by  two-tlurds  of  the  an¬ 
nual  conference,  to  be  appointed  .“for 
ministry  in  and  to  society  beyond  the 
ministries  usually  extended  through  the 
local  church  and  other  institutions”  of 


the  church.  The  other  is  392, which  says 
that  persons  using  paragraph  352.7 
“may..neither  be  required  to  accept  nor 
are  they  guaranteed  appointment,  and 
may  be  returned  to  a  rekular  appoint¬ 
ment  only  by  agreement  of  the  bishop 
and  cabinet.” 

Both  items  were  adopted  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  with  overwhelm¬ 
ing  support  by  the  legislative  commit¬ 
tee  on  clergy  and  with  no  debates  in 
the  plenary  session. 

Both  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Committee  on  the  Ministry  and 
the  Iowa  Annual  Conference  asked 
for  declaratory  decisions  to  clarify 
how  the  paragraphs  relate  to  contin¬ 
uing  legislation.  Those  paragraphs  as¬ 
sure  each  minister  in  good  standing 
an  annual  appointment(  316  and  332) 
and  require  him  to  “accept  and  abide 
by”  the  appointment(308.2). 

The  changes  relate  to  the  long¬ 
standing  availability  of  “special  ap¬ 
pointments”  beyond  the  local  church 


pastorate  but  generally  in  chaplain¬ 
cies,  teaching  or  similar  work  related 
to  church  institutions.  When  the 
changes  were  adopted  in  1972,  it  was 
noted  by  Dean  (now  Bishop)  James  M. 
Ault,  committe  chairman,  that  related 
proposals  had  been  referred  to  the 
Commission  to  Study  the  Ministry.  He 
added  that  the  “secular  ministry”  leg¬ 
islation  “enables  us  to  do  some  things 
in  the  interim  with  repect  to  freeing 
up  appointments  for  ministers  in  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  ministry  beyond  the  life 
and  ministry  in  the  congregation.” 

Other  items  on  the  agenda  include: 

Questions  from  the  Philippines  An¬ 
nual  Conference  about  central  confer¬ 
ence  delegates  and  a  vote  on  au¬ 
tonomy. 

Ruling  in  the  Alaska  Missionary 
Conference  concerning  voting  eligibil¬ 
ity  of;  affiliate  and  associate  members 
of  a  local  church. 
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Youth  ministries  fund  receipts  on  upswing 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)— Af¬ 
ter  an  eight-year  slump  the  national 
youth  fund,  now  known  as  the  Youth 
Service  Fund,  is  showing  steady  in¬ 
crease  for  the  first  year. 

The  latest  report  shows  receipts  of 
$163,012  from  January  1  through  Au¬ 
gust  31,  an  increase  of  $15,046  over 
the  same  period  in  1972. 

David  Ekin,  Nashville,  a  staff  mem¬ 
ber  with  major  responsibility  for  the 
Fund  interpretation,  said  that  for  eight 
years  the  United  Methodist  Council  on 
Youth  Ministries  (UMCYM)  has  had 
to  budget  a  15  percent  decrease  an¬ 
nually.  Howdver,  the  Council  was  de¬ 
lightfully  surprised  when  in  1972  the 
trend  reversed  and  a  reserve  of  $27,- 
000  was  available  for  special  projects 
during  1973. 

Why  the  shift  in  receipts?  Mr.  Ekin 
credits  it  largely  to  the  shift  in  the  per¬ 
centage  of  the  national  fund  which  is 
retained  by  the  annual  conference 
youth  organizations. 

Following  the  formation  of  the 
UMCYM  in  1970  the  formula  called 
for  70  percent  of  the  money  to  be 
spent  by  the  national  UMCYM  and 
30  percent  by  the  youth  in  the  annual 


conferences  where  the  funds  were 
raised.  That  formula  was  reversed 
beginning  January  1,  1972. 

“The  switch  was  consistent  with  our 
wish  to  empower  youth  at  the  annual 
conference,  to  encourage  them  to  earn 
their  own  money  and  to  spend  it  where 
they  wished,”  Mr.  Ekin  said. 

The  only  requirement  is  that  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  youth  councils  spend 
no  more  than  one  third  of  their  funds 
for  administration.  Another  third  must 
go  to  fX’ojects  within  their  annual  con- 
ferenceyAnd  another  third  for  projects 
of  their  choosing  outside  the  annual 
conference.  A  list  of  projects  needing 
support  is  provided  by  the  UMCYM 

From  the  30  percent  retained  by 
UMCYM,  UMCYM  has  selected  four 
major  projects  for  1974:  $11,000  for 
a  Third  World  Youth/ Young  Adult 
Consultation  April  5-8,  1974;  $5,000 
to  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  for  aid  to  drought  victims  in 
West  Africa;  $3,000  to  an  Illinois 
group  sponsoring  a  lettuce  and  grape 
boycott  in  support  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers  Union;  and  $3,000  to  the 
Robeson  County,  N.  C.,  Church  and 
Community  Center  summer  “intensive 


presence”  program  for  work  with  all 
ages  toward  community  change  and 
minority  empowerment. 

Among  a  long  list  of  projects  rec¬ 
ommended  by  the  UMCYM  for  an¬ 
nual  conference  support  are  “Com¬ 
munity  House  Painting  Project  for 
Senior  Citizens”  in  Omaha,  an  Indian 
chaplaincy  program  in  Flandreau,  S. 
D.,  a  Capitol  Hill  Tenants  Union  in 
Denver,  and  a  “Masterkey”  prison  re¬ 
lease  program. 

Largest  Youth  Service  Fund  sup¬ 
porters  among  the  annual  conferences 
this  year  have  been  the  Michigan  Area 
and  the  Holston  Area,  each  giving 
more  than  $16,000.  By  jurisdictions, 
the  North  Central  leads  with  $46,866, 
with  the  Southeastern  close  behind 
with  $42,619.  The  Northeastern  has 
given  $23,266;  the  South  Central  $18,- 
028,  and  the  Western,  $6,473. 

Mr.  Ekin  points  out  that  although 
receipts  are  exceptionally  good  for  the 
first  eight  months  it  is  customary  for 
the  largest  gifts  to  come  in  during  the 
final  months  of  the  year.  If  the  in¬ 
crease  continues  the  fund  may  reach 
$340,000  he  predicts,  an  increase  of 
about  $31,000  over  1972. 


Needs  of 
black  colleges 
under  study 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMC)  —  The 
second  four-year  commission  to  study 
the  United  Methodist  black  colleges 
met  at  Clark  College  here  recently 
and  made  plans  for  developing  recom¬ 
mendations  concerning  the  future  life 
and  financial  support  for  the  12 
schools. 

The  twelve  colleges  related  to  the 
denomination  are:  Bennett,  Greens¬ 
boro,  N.  C.;  Bethune-Cookman,  Day¬ 
tona  Beach,  Fla.;  Claflin,  Orangeburg, 
S.  C.;  Clark,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Dillard, 
New  Orleans,  La.;  Huston-Tillotson, 
Austin,  Tex.;  Meharry,  Nashville, 
Tenn.;  Morristown,  Morristown,  Tenn.; 
Paine,  Augusta,  Ga.;  Philander  Smith, 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  Rust,  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.;  and  Wiley,  Marshall,  Tex. 

Chairman  of  the  15 -member  Con¬ 
tinuing  Commission  on  the  Study  of 
Black  Colleges  is  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon,  Topeka,  Kans. 

Dr.  Fred  E.  Harris,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
an  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry,  outlined  various  tasks  assigned 
to  the  Commission:  the  examination 
of  the  mission,  purposes  and  objectives 
of  the  colleges;  t^  determination  of 
the  visability  and  revelance  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  at  each  of  the  schools  and  the 
ability  of  the  colleges  to  maintain 
themselves  with  adequate  economic 
security. 

Teams  of  three  commission  mem¬ 
bers  will  visit  the  12  colleges  for  eval¬ 
uation  purposes.  These  evaluations 
along  with  recommendations  will  be 
presented  to  the  general  church  mem¬ 
bership  at  two  hearings  in  each  of  the 
five  jurisdictions  of  the  church  begin¬ 
ning  in  the  fall  of  1975. 

t 

Chaplains  to  receive 
Upper  Roonn  citations 

NASHVIILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
Civilian  and  milita^  chaplains 
throughout  the  world  will  be  honored 
at  a  special  ceremony  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  Oct.  23.  Receiving  the  1973 
Citation  Award  from  The  Upper  Room 
will  be  chiefs  of  chaplains  of  the  three 
U.S.  Military  Services.  This  is  the  25  th 
year  the  award  has  been  given. 

Making  the  presentations  will  be 
Dr.  Wilson  O.  Weldon,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  editor  of  The  Upper  Roon^  in¬ 
terdenominational  daily  devotional 
guide  published  in  25  nations  and  read 
by  more  than  10  million  persons. 

Accepting  the  1973  Citations  on 
behalf  of  all  chaplains  will  be  Major 
General  Roy  M.  Terry,  Chief  of  Chap¬ 
lains  of  the  U.  S.  Air  Force;  Major 
General  Gerhardt  W.  Hyatt,  Chief  of 
Chaplains  of  the  U.  S.  Army;  and  Rear 
Admiral  Francis  L.  Garrett,  Chief  of 
Chaplains  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
t 

More  members  were  received  into 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sweden  in  1972  than  in  any  year  since 
1960,  according  to  reports  made  to 
the  annual  conference  session  this 
summer. 
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At  left,  the  Rev.  Rick  and 
Mrs.  (Marilyn)  Hebert  re¬ 
ceive  a  check  for  more 
than  $500  plus  the  addi¬ 
tional  gift  of  a  baby  bed 
from  members  of  First 
Church  of  Lafayette  where 
Mr.  Hebert  has  served  as 
associate  minister.  The 
Heberts  have  been  as¬ 
signed  to  serve  Metairie 
Church,  New  Orleans. 
Making  the  presentation  is 
Billy  Control  le,  finance 
chairman  at  First  Church, 
Lafayette. 
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SMU  Library  Annex 


dedicated 


Dedication  of  the  $2-million  Brid- 
well  Library  Annex  Sept.  27  was 
highlighted  by  the  announcement  of  a 
substantial  gift  from  the  Bridwell 
Foundation  to  endow  Bridwell  Library 
at  Southern  Methodist  University. 


NEWS  and  NOTES 

GRACE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  Ruston,  held  a  family 
night  covered  dish  supper  recently. 
“Today’s  Disciples”  from  Trinity 
Church  in  Ruston  were  the  special 
guests.  The  Rev.  Wesley  0. 
Lynch,  Jr.,  is  minister  at  Grace, 

FALL  ROUND-UP-SUNDAY  was 
recently  observed  in  the  Zwolle 
United  Methodist  Church.  The 
program  consisted  of  both  instru¬ 
mental  and  vocal  music.  A  record 
attendance  for  this  conference 
year  was  present.  Revival  serv¬ 
ices  continued  through  Wednesday 
night.  The  pastor.  Rev.  H.  Austin 
Smith,  was  the  speaker.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended.  The 
youth  choir  sang  for  the  services. 

CHRIST  UNITED  Methodist  Youth, 
Shreveport,  elected  officers  in  the 
junior  and  senior  high  recently. 
The  senior  high  officers  are: 
Jimmy  Potts,  president;  Hal  Clark, 
vice-president;  Jeff  Jones,  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Debbie  Bruce,  treasurer. 
The  junior  high  officers  are: 
Brenda  Thomas,  president;  Pam 
Jones,  vice-president;  Brad  Good¬ 
win,  secretary;  and  Lauren  Phil- 
iips,  treasurer.  Their  pastor  is 
the  Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr. 

METHODIST  MEN  of  Jefferson 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  held  a  special  Father-Son 
covered  dish  supper  recently.  Pat 
Screen,  former  LSU  quarterback, 
was  the  guest  speaker.  He  showed 
filmed  high-lights  of  the  1972  LSU 
football  season.  The  Rev.  Sale 
T.  Lilly  was  host  pastor. 
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The  gift  for  the  library’s  endowment 
was  announced  by  Foundation  Chair¬ 
man  Herbert  Story  of  Wichita  Falls. 

Construction  of  the  new  annex, 
which  doubles  the  size  of  Bridwell  Li¬ 
brary,  was  made  possible  by  funds 
from  the  Bridwell  Foundation  given 
in  memory  of  J.  S.  Bridwell  and  in 
honor  of  his  daughter  Mrs.  Margaret 
Bridwell  Bowdle. 

The  newly-established  endowment 
fund  will  be  named  the  Decherd  Turn¬ 
er  Book  Acquisition  Endowment  Fund 
in  honor  of  Bridwell’s  senior  librarian, 
who  has  been  a  close  fried  and  as¬ 
sociate  of  the  Bridwell  family  of  Wich¬ 
ita  Falls  since  coming  to  SMU’s  Perk¬ 
ins  School  of  Theology  in  1950.  Sole 
purpose  of  the  fund  will  be  to  provide 
for  additions  to  the  library’s  collec¬ 
tions. 

Widely  recognized  in  his  field,  Dr. 
Turner  is  a  founding  member  of  the 
American  Theological  Library  As¬ 
sociation  and  has  served  as  its  presi¬ 
dent.  He  has  been  instrumental  in  de¬ 
veloping  Bridwell  as  one  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  most  outstanding  seminary  li¬ 
braries. 

t 


The  Rev.  Keith  Tonkel,  minister 
of  Wells  United  MethodistChurch, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  was  guest  evan¬ 
gelist  at  McGuire  Church,  West 
Monroe,  Sept.  24-28.  The  Rev. 
John  H.  Sewell  is  pastor  at 
McGuire  Church. 
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This  group  of  ministers  of  the  east  side  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  meet 
twice  each  month  for  study  and  fellowship.  At  a  recent  meeting  in  the 
Iowa  Church,  Mrs.  John  Sayes  (seated  at  left),  wife  of  the  host  minister, 
assisted  by  two  helpers,  served  lunch. 
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NLU  Wesley  Foundation 
initiates  Reeyeling  Project 


Seventy-five  paper  plants  closed  due 
to  a  lack  of  pulpwood  in -the  United 
States  last  year.  One  ton  of  paper 
saves  TEN  TREES.  A  definite  short¬ 
age  of  paper  is  now  evident. 

With  these  facts  in  mind  enterpris¬ 
ing  students  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  Northeast  Louisiana  University  de¬ 
cided  that  immediate  action  was  called 
for.  They  purchased  a  truck,  built  a 
trailer,  and  started  a  Recycling  Proj¬ 
ect  on  their  own.  In  two  weeks’  time 
they  have  collected  and  sold  more  than 
six  tons  (60  trees  worth)  of  paper.  A 


large  amount,  as  shown  in  the  piciurc.s 
was  placed  in  the  Wesley  Foundation 
parking  lot  by  the  University.  The 
building  in  the  background  is  a  new 
classroom  building  and  all  the  furni¬ 
ture  boxes  are  of  cardboard.  The  stu¬ 
dents  have  established  regular  routes 
of  pickup  points  including  churches, 
dorms,  and  grocery  stores. 

All  profits  from  this  project  will  go 
to  work  scholarships.  The  Rev.  Jim 
Wilson  is  the  campus  minister 
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Navy  chaplain  returns  to  'grass  roots' 


UNICEF  Briefs 

Ten  cents  will  buy  a  bag  of  potato 
chips — or  the  vaccine  to  protect  ten 
children  from  smallpox  .  .  .  Income 
from  one  box  of  UNICEF  Greeting 
Cards  will  prevent  five  children  from 
becoming  blind  with  trachoma  ...  30 
boxes  will  pay  for  three  weeks  of  a 
teacher-training  course. . .  A  dollar  col¬ 
lected  for  UNICEF  could  buy  a  stetho¬ 
scope  .  .  .  $35  could  buy  a  year’s  sup¬ 
ply  of  supplementary  drugs  for  a  moth¬ 
er  and  child  health  center. 

Every  day  malnutrition  in  the 
world’s  developing  countries  kills  oi* 
handicaps  more  children  than  all  the 
man-made  and  natural  catastrophes 
combined.  The  United  Nations  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Fund  helps  combat  this  destroy¬ 
er  of  the  world’s  greatest  resource  with 
high-protein  food  supplements,  applied 
nutrition  programs,  agricultural  train¬ 
ing  assistance,  and  advice  to  govern¬ 
ments  on  national  nutrition  develop¬ 
ment  policies. 

t 


(UMC)  —  What  does  a  military 
chaplain  learn  when  he  returns  to  his 
former  congregation  after  a  decade?  Is 
it  the  same  old  church?  Is  his  ministry 
any  different? 

Navy  Chaplain  (LCDR)  Paul  W. 
Pearson  decided  to  find  out  this  sum¬ 
mer  by  spending  a  week  with  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  Decatur, 
Ill.,  where  he  was  associate  pastor  in 
1958-60.  This  was  a  personal  quest 
for  Pearson,  who  had  decided  he  was 
out  of  touch  with  local  churches.  So 
he  made  his  visit  during  leave  between 
assignments  at  the  Naval  Training 
Center  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  and  aboard 
the  USS  Francis  Marion,  sailing  out 
of  Norfolk,  Va. 

It  was  not  the  “same  old  church,” 
according  to  Pearson,  who  found  that 
Grace  “had  changed  very  much.”  It 
had  grown,  as  had  the  city  of  Decatur, 
but  he  found  the  growth  was  “due  to 


the  multiplicity  of  the  programs  of  the 
church,”  much  activity  for  various 
ages,  planning  for  cable  television,  pre¬ 
paring  to  meet  the  people’s  needs. 

Although  chaplains  are  generally 
considered  ahead  of  local  ministers 
in  the  ecumenical  movement,  Pearson 
said  he  soon  found  it  obvious  that  the 
civilian  pastor  has  many  other  facets 
of  work  that  the  chaplain  does  not 
have  to  worry  with  —  administration, 
finance,  education,  interviewing  and 
hiring. 

During  the  week,  much  of  his  time 
was  spent  also  in  Grace  Church’s  work 
outside  its  building,  such  as  the  men¬ 
tal  health  clinic  and  hospitals  and  the 
university.  Talks  with  laymen  about 
their  image  of  the  church  uncovered 
a  variety  of  thoughts,  both  an  empha¬ 
sis  on  meeting  people’s  needs  and  a 
feeling  that  the  church  “should  go  back 
to  more  ‘spiritual’  programs.” 


Chaplain  Pearson,  whose  most  re¬ 
cent  assignment  at  the  training  station 
has  enabled  him  to  preach  to  58,000 
recruits  and  counsel  1,414  during  the 
past  year,  found  that  Decatur’s  youth 
have  goals  and  values  which  “differ 
very  little”  from  those  of  his  naval 
congregation,  who  are  mostly  17  to 
20  years  old. 

In  the  church’s  education  program, 
Pearson  said  sitting  in  on  its  commit¬ 
tee  meeting  was  “enlightening  due  to 
the  new  terms  and  the  new  responsi¬ 
bilities”  of  this  area  since  he  was  in 
the  parish. 

With  the  Rev.  Vernie  Barnett,  pas¬ 
tor,  he  observed  all  facets  of  the 
church’s  activity,  but  noted  that  many 
things  he  would  liked  to  have  seen 
were  impossible  t>ecause  of  the  time — 
summer.  He  completed  this  “tour”  by 
preaching  at  three  Sunday  morning 
services. 
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Shown  nearest  camera  at  Teacher- Worker  Appre¬ 
ciation  Dinner  held  at  Broadmoor  Church  in 
Shreveport  on  Oct.  3  are  Mr.  Clayton  Watson 
(left),  chairman  of  Administrative  Board,  Mrs. 
Watson,  and  Pastor,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  and  Mrs. 
Cooke. 


Area  coordinators  of  Broadmoor  Church  (left  to 
right)  are  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hogg  and  Mrs.  Leon  Mark, 
Elementary  Division;  Lawrence  Koelemay, 
Youth;  Mrs.  Doris  McMillan,  Younger  Children; 
David  McDonald,  Adult,  and  Jack  Pankey, 
chairman.  Commission  on  Education. 


Several  groups  from  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Broadmoor  Church,  who  assisted  with  prepara¬ 
tion  and  serving  of  food  for  the  teachers  and 
workers  at  Appreciation  Dinner. 
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So  for  as  is  known,  this  service  of  Holy  Communion  Oct.  7  at  the  United 
Methodist  Women  Assembly  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is  the  first  major  denomi¬ 
national  gathering  at  which  all  celebrants  were  women.  Nineteen  ordained 
United  Methodist  women  ministers  consecrated  the  elements  (on  circular 
table),  which  were  served  to  about  8,000  Assembly  members  by  presidents 
of  annual  conference  United  Methodist  Women  organizations. 


Clergywomen  administer 
Communion  at  historic 
UMW  Assembly 


CINCINNATI,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  A 
sense  of  spiritual  renewal  and  reaffir¬ 
mation  of  organizational  purpose 
marked  the  gathering  of  about  8,000 
United  Methodist  women  from  all 
over  the  nation  for  their  quadrennial 
Assembly  at  Convention  Center  here 
October  4-7. 

Meeting  in  a  city  where  93  years 
ago  one  of  their  predecessor  organiza¬ 
tions  was  founded,  the  women  chose 
the  occasion  to  focus  on  their  move¬ 
ment  from  the  former  Women’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian  Service  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  into  the  single 
new  organization.  United  Methodist 
Women.  All  units  are  expected  to  com¬ 
plete  the  transition  into  the  new  or¬ 
ganization  by  December  31. 

The  women  also  used  the  Assembly 
to  re-examine  their  basic  purpose  and 
to  emphasize  their  unity  within  diver¬ 
sity  in  the  Assembly  theme  of  “Many 
Gifts,  One  Spirit.”  Their  chief  staff 
executive,  Theressa  Hoover  of  New 
York,  said  the  Assembly  was  for  re¬ 
newal  through  prayer,  fellowship  and 
“stimulation  of  the  mind,”  and  for  re¬ 
affirmation  of  the  group  as  a  suppor¬ 
tive  community  of  women. 

With  worship,  song,  group  discus¬ 
sions,  speakers,  drama,  meeting  mission 


workers,  theological  and  Biblical  re¬ 
flection,  an  “Ecumenical  Day”  and  a 
Communion  service,  the  women  con¬ 
centrated  on  inner  renewal  and  inspira¬ 
tion,  though  the  action  content  of  their 
world  mission  program  was  also  em¬ 
phasized  in  speeches  and  in  other 
ways. 

Contrasted  with  the  1970  Assem¬ 
bly  in  Houston,  Texas,  when  sharp 
polarization  developed  among  women 
over  the  war  in  Vietnam  and  other  is¬ 
sues,  this  year’s  Assembly  had  no  over¬ 
all  major  divergences  of  opinion.  A 
discordant  note  did  come  in  relation 
to  an  “Evening  of  Celebration”  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Rev.  A1  Carmines,  a 
minister  at  Judson  Memorial  Church, 
New  York,  and  a  group  of  dancers 
and  singers.  He  was  liturgist  and  mu¬ 
sician  for  the  Assembly. 

Although  many  women  crowded 
around  Mr.  Carmines  following  the 
program  of  songs,  dance  and  poetry  to 
congratulate  him,  about  200  signed  a 
petition  objecting  to  the  program  as 
inappropriate  to  a  church  meeting  and 
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Dr.  Tuttle  to 


lecture  at  Bastrop 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Tuttle,  Jr., 
minister  of  Evangelism  at  First  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo,  will  present  a  lecture 
series  at  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  2202  E.  Madison  Street  (Mer 
Rouge  Road),  in  Bastrop,  Oct.  29,  30 
and  31,  at  7:30  each  night,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Louis  F.  Roos,  pastor  at 
Memorial  Church. 

Dr.  Tuttle  is  Minister  of  Evangelism 
for  the  6,000  member  church  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs.  He  holds  degrees  from 
Duke  University,  Wheaton  Graduate 
School  of  Theology  and  the  University 


Dr.  Robert  Tuttle,  Jr. 

of  Bristol  in  England,  where  he  did 
extensive  research  on  John  Wesley  and 
Mysticism.  Dr.  Tuttle’s  writings  have 
included  a  thesis  entitled,  “An  Evan¬ 
gelical  Approach  to  Social  Action  In- 
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A  Home  for  Children 

A  Proud  Tradition 

Methodists  throughout  Louisiana  will,  on  Sunday,  Oct.  21  (or  the  date 
planned  by  their  local  church)',  give  to  the  support  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  Ruston.  Bom  in  the  mind  of  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Weir  70  years 
ago,  the  Home  has!  a  proud  tradition  of  service.  Countless  thousands  of  boys 
and  girls  have  been  given  a  home  and  love,  when  a  home  and  love  were  des¬ 
perately  needed.  From  California  to  Maine  the  letters  come,  and  the  visitors 
return  to  see  the  place  that  once  was  ‘home’  to  them. 


Changing  Needs — Changing  Services 

A  yellow  fever  epidemic  created  or¬ 
phans  throughout  the  state.  In  their 
behalf,  at  first  like  a  voice  in  the  wil¬ 
derness,  Rev.  Weir  cried  out.  To  meet 
their  needs  the  Home  was  founded. 
Today’s  residents  are  not  orphans. 
They  are  victims  of  adult  personality 
and  social  illness.  Their  needs  are  deep 
and  sharp. 

Smaller  Groups — Personal  Attention 

In  the  beginning  years,  large  groups 
of  children  could  be  served  by  a  small, 
underpaid,  untrained  staff.  To  meet  to¬ 
day’s  needs,  constant  personal  atten¬ 
tion  by  trained  staff  is  required. 
Bruised  minds  and  hearts  demand  pro¬ 
fessional  attention  by  highly  trained 
Christian  specialists.  A  program  of 
care  designed  to  meet  both  learning 
and  personality  needs  is  required.  Be¬ 
cause  the  need  is  great  and  the  re¬ 
sources  are  few,  the  Home  seeks  to 


become  a  truly  treatment  oriented 
center. 

Professional  Service -Professional  Cost 

Compare  cost  of  any  professional 
service  with  cost  of  that  service  30 
years  ago:  Medical  —  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  —  Legal  —  other.  The  difference 
is  staggering.  It  must  be  paid.  In  this 
context,  operating  cost  of  the  Home 
has  increased  too  little.  To  meet  the 
existing  need,  funds  must  be  provided. 
The  budget  of  $235,000  for  1973  will 
be  exceeded  by  expenditure.  The  bud¬ 
get  for  1974  must  increase  sharply. 

We  do  NOT  receive  government 
money.  We  are  NOT  included  in  the 
Conference  World  Service  budget.  We 
have  NOT  asked  for  special  drives  for 
operation  or  capital  expense.  Keep 
faith  with  your  Methodist  Children’s 
Home.  Send  us  the  money  to  meet 
operating  needs. 

— Harry  E.  Ezell,  Superintendent 
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Louisiana  Methodists  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  child -care 
institutions,  of  which  there  are  five  in  number:  the  Methodist  Home  in 
Ruston;  Sager -Brown  in  Baldwin;  MacDonell  in  Houma;  Home  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans;  and  Home  for  Abandoned  in  New  Orleans  .  I  write  at  this 
Harvest  Day  season  in  support  of  all  these  homes,  but  especially  of  the 
large  one  in  Ruston  which  has  traditionally  received  an  offering  from  all 
our  churches  at  this  time.  Do  not  neglect  to  uphold  the  arms  of  love, 
care,  and  compassion,  on  which  many  children  depend.  Take  your  Har¬ 
vest  Day  offering  in  the  name  of  One  Who  had  no  Home  on  the  night  of  His 
birth. 


volving  the  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,” 
and  the  completion  recently  of  a  book 
manuscript  entitled  “Sanctity  Without 
Starch.” 

He  is  the  grandson  of  a  Methodist 


minister,  and  his  father,  widely  known 
Dr.  Robert  G.  Tuttle,  still  serves  ac¬ 
tively  a  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Brevard,  N.  C.  and  teaches  at  Brevard 
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Sibley  Church  takes  on  new  life 
by  organizing  Council  on  Ministries 


not  in  danger  solon  reports 


Some  of  the  person^  who  hove  token  leadership 
in  the  program  which  has  revitalized  the  Sibley 
church.  (AT  REAR)  Sherwood  Akin,  chairman 
of  Administrative  Board  and  lay  leader  of  the 
church;  (SECOND  ROW,  from  left)  Dot  Merritt, 
secretary;  the  Rev.  Lynn  Merrill,  pastor;  Ja¬ 
nice  Akin,  children’s  ministries;  Evelyn  Shirey, 
chairman^  Council  on  Ministries;  (FRONT  ROW) 
Murlene  Parker,  chairman  of  education;  Vernice 
Hillridge,  chairman  of  evangelism,  Peggy  Gray, 
librarian  and  worship  chairman. 


Sibley  United  Methodist  Church,  located  seven 
miles  south  of  Minden,  in  the  northwest  comer  of 
the  state,  has  a  total  membership  of  89  persons.  The 
church  is  noted  for  being  the  home  church  of  Bishop 
Eugene  Slater  of  the  San  Antonio  Area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  This  is  the  story  of  the  rebirth 
of  the  Sibley  Church,- 

For  many  years,  the  Sibley  church  has  been  on 
a  slow  descent  toward  death.  One  member.  Board 
Chairman  Sherwood  Aiken  said,  “Eighteen  months 
ago,  with  no  one  in  church  but  older  people,  we  all 
wondered  if  our  church  could  survive.” 

Then  a  decision  was  made  by  a  very  small  group 
of  people  which  changed  the  future  of  the  Sibley 
church.  A  Council  on  Ministries  was  organized.  The 
Rev.  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  was  the  pastor. 

At  the  time,  no  one  knew  what  might  happen. 
It  was  a  venture  in  faith.  Now,  less  than  two  years 
later,  the  record  is  clear.  When  one  reads  the  list 
of  new  approaches  to  ministry  that  the  Sibley  church 
has  taken  on,  it  will  be  noted  that  there  are  sevep 
which  have  been  added  during  the  past  eighteeh 
months.  And  all  seven  are  still  alive  and  healthy. 


by  Cecil  Bland 

Few  churches  of  any  size  have  done  more  in  so 
short  a  period  of  time.  And  one  very  good  result  is 
that  the  younger  adult  members  and  their  children 
are  now  active.  Enthusiasm  abounds. 

A  local  church  council  on  ministries  is  a  way  of 
approaching  the  work  of  the  church  which  can  en¬ 
able  the  same  vitality  to  emerge  in  any  church.  Con¬ 
cern,  not  the  size  of  the  church,  is  the  key. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Shirey  tells  the  story. 

“The  Sibley  memorial  library  in  pur  church  is 
one  of  the  projects  our  Council  on  Ministries  has 
undertaken  this  year.  This  is  the  site  of  the  photo 
which  accompanies  this  story.  The  library  was  dedi¬ 
cated  in  July  of  this  year.” 

“Other  projects  of  our  church  were:  a  Cwnmup- 
ity  wide  vacation  Bible  school  held  this  summer  in 
conjunction  with  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Sibley; 
organizing  new  classes  in  Sunday  school;  increasing 
church  attendance;  organizing  a  senior  youth  group; 
publishing  a  monthly  church  newsletter;  holding  a 
revival  in  August  this  year  and  encouraging  the  pas¬ 
tor  to  preach  a  children’s  sermon  each  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  as  part  of  the  regular  worship  service.” 


Tax  exempt  status  of  churches 


Teachmg  staff  at  Natchitoches  District  Missions  Workshop  held  at 
First  Church,  Natchitoches  on  Sept.  29  (left  to  right):  the  Rev. 
George  Calvin,  pastor  of  Camphor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  who  taught 
‘‘Justice,  Liberation  and  Development;”  Mrs.  Estelle  Dameron, 
‘‘Contemporary  Christians  and  Their  Writings;”  Mrs.  Sidney  B.' 
Evans  ‘‘Women:  Over  Half  the  Earth’s  People,”  and  the  Rev. 
Donald  M.  Risinger,  pastor,  First  Church  at  Leesville  and  Holly 
Grove,  district  missionary  secretary. 


Report  from 

Conference 

Treasurer 

GIVING  UPSUGHTLY 

Dr.  Leonard  Cooke,  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Treasurer,  has  released  figures 
on  giving  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
askings  by  local  churches  so  far  this 
year.  These  figures  are  on  a  percentage 
basis,  compared  with  last  year  at  this 
time. 

Giving  in  United  Methodist  Church¬ 
es  in  Louisiana  has  increased  in  these 
categories:  Minimum  Salary:  up  from 
68%  of  the  total  for  the  year  in  nine 
months  to  71%;  Annual  Conference 
Administration  up  from  49  %  to  5 1  % ; 
Interdenominational  Cooperation 
Fund,  up  from  24%  to  28%;  and 
Ministerial  Education,  from  33%  to 
34%. 

The  entire  list  is  as  follows: 


PERCENTAGE  COMPARISON  OF 
COLLECTIONS 

OF  THE  CONFERENCE  ASKINGS 
FOR  9  MONTHS  OF  1972-1973 

DESCRIPTION  OF  FUNDS 


1972 

1973 

District  Superintendents 

70% 

67% 

Episcopal 

Board  of  Pensions  or 

69% 

69% 

Claimants/Church 

64% 

62% 

Minimum  Salary 

68% 

71% 

Black  Colleges 

— 

30% 

World  Service  &  Conference 

Benevolences 

56% 

52% 

General  Administration 
Jurisdictional 

55% 

55% 

Administration 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Adminis¬ 

59% 

57% 

tration 

Interdenominational 

49% 

51% 

Cooperation  Fund 

24% 

28% 

General  Aid  Fund 

49% 

49% 

Ministerial  Education 
t 

33% 

34% 

The  proposed  “assessor’s  plan”  for 
property  taxation  in  Louisiana  as  pro¬ 
posed  in  the  Louisiana  Constitutional 
Convention’s  Committee  on  Revenue, 
Finance  and  Taxation  recently  which 
seemed  to  indicate  that  church  proper¬ 
ty  would  lose  it’s  tax  exempt  status, 
as  part  of  its  provisions,  won’t  do  that, 
according  to  a  letter  received  recently 
by  W.  D.  Cotton,  chancellor  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Mr.  Cotton,  a  prominent  attorney 
from  Rayville,  serves  as  legal  advisor 
to  the  Louisiana  Conference.  To  get  a 
clear  opinion  from  one  of  the  authors 
of  this  bill,  Mr.  Cotton  recently  wrote 
to  Louisiana  State  Senator  James  H. 
Brown,  Jr.  of  Ferriday.  Mr.  Brown’s 
letter  is  printed  below: 

Dear  Mr.  Cotton: 

This  will  acknowledge  with  thanks, 
your  letter  of  September  13  th,  regard¬ 
ing  tax  exemption  presently  being  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Constitutional  Conven¬ 
tion. 

The  interpretation  that  you  sent  me 
from  the  Louisiana  Methodist  is  in  er¬ 
ror.  It  was  not  the  intention  of  the- 
Committee  to  do  away  with  exemp¬ 
tions  on  religious,  educational  or  chari-. 
table  institutions.  This  section  read 
alone  might  indicate  this,  but  the  en¬ 
tire  article  makes  adequate  provisions 
to  allow  these  exemptions  to  continue. 
In  other  words,  the  present  status  quo 
is  maintained. 

I  have  gotten  a  number  of  letters, 
regarding  this,  and  I  am  sorry  that  the 
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College,  a  United  Methodist  School. 

The  following  lectures  are  scheduled 
in  the  Bastrop  series:  Oct  29  —  “The 
Life  of  God  in  the  Soul  of  Man;”  Oct. 
30  —  “The  Fruit  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
Love,”  and  Oct.  31  —  “The  Gifts  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.” 

t 


property  tax  provisions  were  misinter¬ 
preted. 

I  do  appreciate  your  contacting  me 
about  this,  and  if  I  see  any  radical 
change  in  the  proposal  once  it  reaches 
the  convention  floor,  I  will  certainly 
get  back  in  touch  with  you.  Please 
also  let  me  hear  from  you  on  any 
other  provisions  of  which  you  have 
some  concern.  Your  views  certainly 
help  in  making  any  final  decision. 

With  warm  personal  regards, 

James  H.  Brown,  Jr. 

t 


Louisiana’s  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
Mr.  Tom  Matheny,  Hammond  attorney, 
will  be  the  speaker  for  ’‘Laity  Day” 
at  Hodge  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  28.  Mr.  Matheny’s  ser¬ 
vice  to  United  Methodism  goes  beyond 
the  conference  level.  Last  year  he 
was  elected  to  the  nine-member  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  an  eight-year  term.  He  is 
the  only  member  from  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  and  is  the  youngest 
member  ever  elected  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  "Supreme  Court.”  The  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Peterson  is  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Hodge. 
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WHEN  GOLD  RUSTS 

Some  few  years  back  President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  announced  that 
he  would  not  seek  nor  accepthis  party’s  nomination  for  reelection.  Among 
those  being  interviewed  immediately  following  this  sudden  disclosure  was 
Senator  Eugene  McCarthy.  In  a  situation  and  moment  which  obviously 
overwhelmed  him,  the  senator’s  response  was  “I  think  I’m  surprised.” 

This  response  comes  to  mind  in  relation  to  the  resignation  of  Spiro 
T.  Agnew  from  the  office  of  Vice  President.  For  the  remark,  taken  from 
its  context  and  borrowed  for  this  completely  different  situation,  charac¬ 
terizes  an  attitude  of  a  considerable  number  of  Americans.  For  many  of 
our  citizens  have  lost  the  capacity  to  be  genuinely  surprised  at  corruption 
anywhere  and  find  it  difficult  to  be  honestly  alarmed  over  wrong-doing  in 
high  places.  This  loss  of  moral  sensitivity  is  just  one  among  the  many  is¬ 
sues  in  America  1973  which  should  receive  special  concern  from  the 
Christian  citizen. 

In  the  weeks  to  come  we  will  be  bombarded  with  all  kinds  of  com¬ 
ment,  diagnoses  and  reflections  on  the  events  of  the  past  months.  It  is 
right  that  we  should  be;  in  a  sense  we  must  be  if  we  are  to  make  redemp¬ 
tive  use  of  these  tragic  events.  Their  scope  boggles  the  mind,  breaks  the 
heart  and  “accentuate(s)  the  existence  of  an  unparalleled  moral  crisis 
in  the  life  of  our  nation,”  to  quote  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden,  president 
of  our  Council  of  Bishops. 

Of  the  many  issues  which  emerge,  several  are  of  priority  concern 
from  the  point  of  view  of  our  faith. 

ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  FORMER  VICE  PRESIDENT 

One  is  our  attitude  toward  the  man  Spiro  T.  Agnew.  Two  extremes 
are  being  expressed.  One  of  these  bends  over  backwards,  out  of  deference 
to  his  high  office  and  from  an  understandable  compassion  for  the  humilia¬ 
ted,  to  gloss  over  the  charges  of  broken  laws,  for  which  the  former 
Vice  President  has,  as  a  result  of  a  bargained  plea,  now  received  a  $10,- 
000  fine  and  been  put  on  probation  for  three  years  —  the  other  half  of 
the  “bargain”  being  that  he  resign  his  high  office.  This  same  attitude  is 
eager  to  whitewash  the  feelings  of  broken  trust  which  so  many  citizens 
have  painfully  experienced. 

The  other  extreme  has  been  by  those  who  have  lashed  out  in  self- 
righteous  condemnation,  leaving  no  stone  unthrown  and  tempering  no 
wind  to  the  shorn  lion. 

Neither  of  these  extremes  is  honest.  Neither  does  any  good  for  the 
man  nor  for  the  nation.  While  both  reactions  may  be  understandable,  both 
are  inadequate  for  the  Christian.  The  latter  reaction  —  self-righteous 
condemnation  —  is  hard  to  resist,  being  told  that  pay-off  money  wa.s 
delivered  to  the  Washington  office  of  the  Vice  President  during  the  very 
years  that  law  and  order  was  the  theme  so  vigorously  preached  from  that 
office.  Nor  do  the  memories  of  vicious  attacks  upon  those  who  violated 
welfare  regulations  in  order  to  stay  alive  rest  easy  with  the  knowledge  that 
these  attacks  came  from  one  who  has  been  so  seriously  accused.  Such 
events  make  it  difficult  not  to  feel  disillusioned  toward  an  office  we 
should  have  every  reason  to  trust. 

The  former  attitude  —  unquestioning  compassion  —  is  also  hard  to 
resist  by  those  who  are  conditioned  either  by  good  manners  or  by  their 
faith.  The  sensitive  person  wants  to  have  compassion  toward  those  who 
have  been  humiliated  or  caught  in  wrong-doing.  But  this  attitude  is  also 
unfair  because  it  would  push  a  “cheap  grace”  upon  the  former  Vice 
President  and  deny  him  the  right  all  have  to  redemption  that  can  come 
to  each  of  us  only  through  God’s  “costly  grace.” 

Our  response,  then,  must  be  consistent  with  our  total  faith.  Spiro  T. 
Agnew  is  afforded  the  same  grace  that  each  of  us  mortals  claim.  He 
stands  under  the  same  admonitions  all  subjects  of  God’s  and  man’s 
law  must  stand.  It  hurts  the  more  because  we  have,  we  believe,  the  right 
to  expect  more  from  those  who  seek  and  accept  high  positions  of  public 
trust.  “If  gold  will  rust,  what  will  iron  do?” 

WHEN  FAITH  BECOMES  PRIVATE 

Another  aspect  of  the  situation,  of  particular  significance  from  the 
standpoint  of  faith,  concerns  the  effects  of  “private  faith.”  We  have  seen 
an  administration  which  has  been  accused  of  public  show  of  private 
pietyC ‘closed”  worship  services  in  the  White  House,  extended  moralistic 
rhetoric,  calls  for  law  and  order,  etc.,  etc.)  while  at  the  same  time  being 
involved  in  deception  at  best  and  criminal  acts  at  worst. 

It  is  not  just  a  partisan  failure.  Nor  is  it  just  an  affliction  peculiar  to 
politics.  It  is,  rather,  a  human  ailment  which  infects  the  public  and  private 
sector,  the  state  and,  yes,  the  church.  Who  is  not  to  blame  for  moral  com¬ 
promise?  Who  among  us  is  clean? 

The  temptation  is  that  we  put  all  of  this  behind  us  and  get  on  to 


the  urgent  national  and  world  issues  at  hand.  But  the  fact  is  that  thoe 
are  no  more  basic  and  fundamental  issues  before  our  nation  than  those 
symbolized  by  Watergate  and  prior  and  subsequent  moral  defaults.  For 
they  reflect  the  necessity  for  a  basic  moral  integrity  from  which  all  other 
issues,  in  a  nation  under  God,  must  be  approached. 

If  “getting  on  with  the  business  at  hand”  means  sweeping  Watergate 
and  all  under  the  rug,  we  could  do  no  greater  disservice  to  future  genera¬ 
tions  of  Americans.  Certainly  we’re  “tired  of  Watergate.”  But  so  is  God 
tired  of  all  sin.  Better  to  be  tired  of  it  and  pursuing  remedies  than  to  give 
up  on  the  whole  distasteful  mess  to  return  to  business  as  usual  without 
better  safeguards  against  other  Watergates  in  the  future. 

Until  we  have  dealt  honestly  and  adequately  with  this  issue,  all 
others  are  of  secondary  concern. 

The  situation  presents  a  clear  and  urgent  caU  to  persons  of  faith  that 
they  be  about  their  task  with  a  renewed  and  determined  devotion. 

t 

0^^ 

Sole  searching 

1  know  that  there  are  good  Christian  people  in  the  men’s  shoe  manu¬ 
facturing  business  but  I’m  beginning  to  wonder  if  any  of  them  are  ever 
going  to  get  to  heaven.  If  their  case  depends  on  one  would-be  purchaser 
they’ve  got  a  rough  road  ahead  of  them. 

My  problem  is  this.  It’s  my  year  at  our  house  to  buy  shoes,  and  when 
it  comes  to  this  kind  of  transaction  I  have  to  begin  scouting  around  a  few 
weeks  before  its  starts  to  begin  to  be  time  to  commence  to  think  ser¬ 
iously  about  looking  in  earnest  for  some  possible  bargains  that  one  might 
want  to  look  into  in  a  few  weeks  or  so  in  case  one  might  want  to  consid¬ 
er  buying  two  shoes  some  one  of  these  days  or  so. 

It’s  just  not  in  me  to  rush  into  this  kind  of  transaction.  It’s  sort  erf 
like  picking  a  wife  (I  really  don’t  know  why  this  analogy  comes  to  mind, 
and  I  really  don’t  mean  anything  by  it,  girls.  Honestly). 

Anyway,  I’ve  begun  my  search  and  it’s  about  to  ruin  my  lunch  hours. 
I’ve  gotten  to  the  point  where  I  don’t  know  whether  to  look  before  I  eat 
or  afterwards.  Some  styles  I  am  shown  make  even  the  hint  of  food  a  mc»t 
distressing  thought  and  other  styles  make  me  wish  that  I  had  been  forti¬ 
fied  with  a  very  full  stomach  before  facing  them.  So,  I’m  never  quite 
sure  about  the  eating  bit. 

The  other  noon  when  I  thought  I  had  at  last  found  just  the  pair 
that  would,  as  I  proudly  announced  to  the  clerk,  “suit  my  personality,” 
the  good  man  responded  without  even  so  much  as  a  smile  that  “That 
number  has  gone  out  of  style  and  we  won’t  be  getting  anymore.”  The 
gentleman  couldn’t  have  known  what  that  did  to  my  already  buffeted 
psyche  or  he  would  never  have  said  it.  I’m  sure.  So,  pretending  that  it 
didn’t  make  any  difference  to  me  anyway,  I  finally  found  another  pair 
that  I  happily  suggested  would  “express  the  real  ‘Me’  to  the  world.”  This 
is  something  else  you’re  not  going  to  believe,  but  —  yes  —  I  had  picked 
out  the  only  other  pair  of  the  10,000  on  display  that  were  being  phased 
out! 

1  shall  not  attempt  to  explain  to  you  how  1  felt  (for  you’re  not  up  to 
hearing  it,  this  far  from  Sunday)  as  I  gathered  my  now  completely  frayed 
spirits,  bravely  thanked  the  man,  and  turned  my  face  toward  the  door 
and  walked  out  into  the  strange,  strange  world  which  I  suddenly  realized 
was  not  really  my  home  anymore. 

But,  alas,  being  of  sound  faith  and  coming  from  good  stock,  I  shall 
soern  recoup  and  continue  my  search.  For  somewhere,  somewhere  out 
there  in  shoeland,  there  arc^  two  shoes,  one  right  and  one  left,  that  are 
“me.” 

I’m  really  not  sure  that  I  believe  this,  but  I  want  to  so  very,  very 
much  that  I’m  going  to  keep  looking.  However,  from  what  I’ve  seen,  I 
really  can’t  offer  myself  much  encouragement. 

But  tomorrow  is  another  day!  I  think  I’ll  have  the  tuna  salad  before 
I  hit  the  streets  this  time. 
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Addressing  a  city-wide  Ecumenical  Celebration  aud¬ 
ience  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  Sen.  Mark  Hatfield  said 
only  religious  renaissance,  repentance  and  spiritual 
revival  can  cure  American  society’s  crisis  in  pur¬ 
pose.  The  senator  told  the  interreligious  group,  rep¬ 
resenting  22  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  church¬ 
es,  “the  nation  cannot  continue  to  pretend  that  God 
has  somehow  chosen  and  blessed  America  as  he  did 
ancient  Israel.”  He  criticized  the  myth  of  a  “national 
folk  religion,  devoid  of  moral  content,”  which  “fails 
to  distinguish  between  the  god  of  civil  religion  and 
the  God  revealed  in  Scripture.” 

The  National  Council  of  Chuffches  reports  that 
U.S.  Church  contributions  are  on  the  increase 
again  even  though  membership  has  declined 
somewhat  during  the  past  two  years.  The  re¬ 
port  said  that  last  year  39  established  church 
bodies  including  most  major  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  received  $4,615,607,162  in  con¬ 
tributions,  with  a  pm^ent^e  gain  of  5.2,  nearly 
two  per  cent  higgler  than  the  government’s  fig¬ 
ure  of  3.3  for  last  year’s  cost  of  living  rise.  P« 
capita  giving  in  10  mmn-line  churches  aver¬ 
aged  out  to  $103.33  in  1972,  as  against  $96.74 
the  year  before,  a  rise  of  $6.59  or  6.7  per  cent. 

A  recent  United  Methodist  communications  news¬ 
letter,  replying  to  persons  who  have  questioned  the 
omission  of  “United”  from  “Methodists  Make  News” 
releases,  says  the  “rationale  has  been  that  MMN  has 
sought  to  carry  news  of  the  three  black  Methodist 
denominations  as  well  as  United  Methodist  News. 
However,  that  rationale  is  being  questioned  by  the 
staff  and  it  is  expected  that  the  new  heading  will 
carry  ‘United.’  ”  The  general  church  news  service 
unit  has  made  a  determined  effort  to  make  certain 
the  denomination  is  not  referred  to  simply  as 
“Methodist.” 

Dr.  Leon  Smith,  Nadiville,  director  of  mar¬ 
riage  and  family  life  education,  was  among  re- 
li^ous  and  civic  leadlers  Who  testified  before 
the  Senate  Subcomnuttee  on  CMliken  and 
Youth  in  late  September.  I>r.  Smith  proposed 
that  “a  National  Institute  for  Families”  be  e^ 
tablished  as  one  way  to  implement  the  basic 
concern  for  children,  youth  and  families,  and 
that  the  chief  officer  of  such  an  institute  have 
Cabinet  status.”  The  United  Methodist  sugges¬ 
ted  th^  such  an  institute  “would  have  the  pow¬ 
er  to  review  all  governments  policies  affecting 
families  and  to  make  recommendations  to  the 
proper  authorities  in  all  branches  of  govern¬ 
ment.” 

The  United  Methodist  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  meeting  in  Oklahoma  City,  decided  to  seek 
corrective  measures  to  provide  General  Conference 
seats  to  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence,  a  128-year-old  unit  which  has  never  had  even 
non- voting  delegates  until  1972.  The  commission 
will  also  ask  the  General  Conference,  set  to  meet  in 
1976,  to  provide  for  Indian  delegates  from  annual 
(regional)  conferences  with  large  Indian  constituen¬ 
cies  There  are  about  20,000  Indian  members  of 
the  denomination,  with  the  greatest  concentration  in 
Oklahoma. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface,  a  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  the  Indian  Conference,  said  the 
Church  should  also  give  attention  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  ministerial  ordination  as  it  affects  min¬ 
orities.  The  commis;»on  adopted  proposals  to 
study  (he  process  of  securing  and  training  clergy 
in  light  of  the  need  for  recruiting  persons  from 
and  for  minority  groups. 


The  faculty  of  the  50-year-old  Latin  American  Bib¬ 
lical  Seminary  in  Costa  Rica  has  taken  issue  with 
comments  on  their  school  made  by  Dr.  Carl  F.  H. 
Henry,  editor-at-large  of  Christianity  Today  maga¬ 
zine,  who  recently  spent  six  weeks  in  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica.  Henry  had  written:  “Some  professors  at  the 
Latin  American  Seminary  in  Costa  Rica,  one  of  the 
oldest  evangelical  seminaries  whose  leadership  has 
in  recent  y^rs  been  turned  over  to  Latin  Ameri¬ 
cans,  espouse  a  compromise  form  of  liberation 
theology,  take  a  hard  line  critical  of  North  Ameri¬ 
can  mission  board  influence  and  support  socialism 
as  a  preferred  economic  option  and  violence  as  a 
Christian  possibility  for  social  change.” 

According  to  the  professors  in  Costa  Rica,  the 
report  was  “irresponsible  and  distorted,”  failed 
to  say  anything  about  teachers  with  “middle- 
of-the-road  and  conservative  political  views” 
and  did  not  distinguish  between  types  of  so¬ 
cialism.  Reiterating  commitment  to  historic 
evangelical  doctrine  and  the  authority  of  the 
Bible,  the  professors  said  any  report  “appear¬ 
ing  to  link  this  institution  with  the  promotion 
of  guerrilla  warfare  or  radical  theology  strays 
far  from  the  truth.” 

Gov.  James  E.  Holshauser,  Jr.  of  North  Carolina 
has  proclaimed  Oct.  21  as  “Traffic  Safety  Sabbath” 
in  the  state.  The  state’s  chief  executive  announced 
that  more  than  12,000  ministers  were  being  sent  in¬ 
formation  packets  including  a  letter  in  which  he 
asks  for  their  support  of  the  observance.  “I  am 
sure,”  he  said,  “that  participation  in  this  effort  can 
be  an  effective  force  to  cut  down  on  the  death  and 
injuries  on  North  Carolina  highways.” 

Cardinal  Joseph  Mindszenty,  Hungary’s  exiled 
Roman  Catholic  primate,  made  a  strong  plea  at 
a  news  conference  during  his  recent  visit  in 
North  Brunswick,  NJ.,  for  the  protection  of 
human  rights  of  prisoners  and  refugees  all  over 
the  world,  including  the  rights  of  Soviet  intel¬ 
lectuals  now  under  fire  from  their  own  govern¬ 
ment.  Twice  imprisoned  by  Communist  regimes, 
Cardinal  Mindszenty  urged  “all  people  of  the 
free  world  who  value  human  rights”  not  to  for¬ 
get  these  pei^le. 


Citing  a  speech  by  Maltese  Ambassador  Pardo  given 
six  years  ago  at  the  United  Nations,  Dr.  Carl  l^ule, 
a  leading  United  Methodist  churchman,  told  the 
working  committee  of  the  Christian  Peace  Confer¬ 
ence  it  would  be  good  international  socialism  and 
good  religion  if  the  oceans  and  their  floors  were 
administered  by  a  U.N.  agency  for  the  welfare  of 
mankind.  Interpreting  the  value  of  the  sea  to  the 
world  community,  Pardo  had  noted  that:  Metallic 
nodules  litter  the  ocean  floor.  They  contain  man¬ 
ganese,  iron,  cobalt,  copper,  nickel,  aluminum  and 
lead.  One  estimate  is  that  they  contain  43  billion 
tons  of  aluminum,  sufficient  for  the  world’s  needs 
for  20,000  years;  350  billion  tons  of  manganese, 
sufficient  for  400,000  years;  eight  billion  tons  of 
copper,  sufficient  for  6,000  years. 

Dr.  William  J.  Reiss,  executive  secretairy  of  the 
Lutheran  Council’s  Division  of  Service  to  Mili¬ 
tary  Personnel,  has  announced  that  there  are 
chaplaincy  “openings”  in  the  U.S.  Armed 
Forces  for  black  Lutherans,  women  and  miii)- 
ority  group  clergy.  He  said  the  new  emphasis 
indicates  tiie  Defense  Department’s  objective 
to  have  the  chaplaincies  reflect,  as  miucfa  as  pos¬ 
sible,  the  diverse  makeup  of  the  civilian  popula¬ 
tion  —  “by  race  and  national  origin’’  as  well 
as  denomination. 

In  Charlotte,  N.C.  sponsors  of  a  popular  interde¬ 
nominational  parking  lot  ministry  for  young  people, 
launched  last  Spring,  are  now  planning  a  Winter 
program  in  the  form  of  a  coffeehouse.  Entitled 
PURPOSE  (People  United  for  Reasons  of  Present¬ 
ing  Organized  Spiritual  Entertainment),  the  weekly 
90-minute  programs  were  held  on  church  and  com¬ 
mercial  parking  lots,  with  Sunday  night  sessions  at¬ 
tracting  an  average  of  300  young  people.  Christian 
music,  films,  and  the  distribution  of  tracts  and  lit¬ 
erature  have  been  part  of  the  program,  along,  with 
“rapping”  for  Jesus,- 

Gov.  Daniel  Evans  of  Washii^on  State  has 
signed  into  law  a  drastic  revision  of  the  state 
law  on  tax  exemption  which  greatly  broadens 
the  legal  definition  of  a  church  for  rdigious 
purposes.  It  takes  the  power  to  determine  tax 
exemption  of  churches  away  from  county  as¬ 
sessors  and  allocates  the  determination  to  the 
State  Department  of  Revenue.  Passage  such 
a  bill  to  clarify  the  tax  position  churches  had 
been  sought  by  a  wide  variety  (rf  religious  botl- 
ies  because  some  county  assessors  had  taken  a 
narrow  interpretation  of  the  existing  law  which, 
if  applied,  would  have  imposed  great  financial 
burden  on  religious  organizations  and  would 
have  greatly  curtailed  church  programs  de¬ 
signed  to  serve  people. 
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GATLINBURG  Tenn.-A  group  of  Italian  sculptors  have  carved  the  face  of  Jesus  in  a  concave 
manner  so  that  the  eyes-and  the  entire  face^seem  to  turn  and  follow  the  movements  of  a  person 
walking  before  it.  The  six-ton  sculpture,  carved  from  pure  Carrara  marble,  was  found  in  Carrara, 
Italy  by  Ronald  Ligon,  a  Tennessean  who  placed  it  in  the  patio  of  his  Christian  Gardens-a  scenic 
attraction  in  the  Smoky  Mountains  near  Gatlinburg  where  the  life  of  Christ  is  depicted  with  life- 
size  wax  figures.  The  statue  was  pushed  aside  and  forgotten  in  an  ancient  warehouse  when  Mr. 
Ligon  found  it.  Nearby  were  the  famed  Carrara  quarries  from  which  Michelangelo  secured  the  marble 
for  his  masterpieces.  Under  the  face  Mr.  Ligon  has  had  carved  a  quotation  from^  Proverbs  15:3, 
*‘The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place  keeping  watch  upon  the  evil  and  the  good. 
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Methodist  Home  Visitor 

THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

Ruston,  Louisiana  Post  Office  Drawer  H  Telephone  255-5020 


October,  1973 


Sometimes  this  is  how  a  fellow  feels:  like  one  little 
lost  dot  on  a  vast,  unknown  plain  called  life.  If 

.Sr 

his  family  has  been  torn  up  —  if  he  has  to  live  away 
from  home  and  family  —  he  may  have  this  feeling 
intensely,  perhaps  dangerously . 


No.  10 


Won’t  You  Help  Us  to  Help  Him 

and  many  boys  and  girls  like  him? 


Support  the 

HARVEST  DAY  OFFERING 

'  ■  Through  Your  Church 
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PEARL  RIVER  United  Methodist 
Church,  Hammond  District,  invites 
all  former  members  to  its  Annual 
Homecoming  on  Sunday,  October 
21,  1973.  The  Rev.  William  M. 
Jacocks,  a  former  pastor,  will 
preach  at  the  11  a.m.  service. 
Special  music  will  be  presented  by 
Church  School  children.  Mr.  Ru¬ 
dolph  Penton  will  give  a  history 
of  the  church.  Homecoming  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  recognized  and  letters 
from  former  pastors  will  be  read. 
Dinner  on  the  grounds  will  follow. 
Mrs.  Betty  Reeves  is  chairman  of 
the  Homecoming  Sunday  Commit¬ 
tee.  The  Rev.  Lewis  Ovenshire  is 
the  present  pastor. 

“CREATIVE  CHRISTIANS”  of  the 
DeRidder  Church  are  meeting  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
to  prepare  for  a  “Christmas  Bou¬ 
tique”,  scheduled  to  be  held  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Saturday,  Dec.  1.  The  proceeds 
from  this  project  will  be  used  for 
the  Dulac  Community  Center  in 
Dulac,  La.  The  boutique  will  have 
sections  for  baked  goods,  house¬ 
hold  items,  and  a  strong  emphasis 
on  Christmas  decorations  and  hand¬ 
made  articles  for  gifts. 

THE  REV.  DONALD  C.COTTRILL 
and  Rebecca  Elizabeth  Doyle  were 
married  in  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Shreveport  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  13.  Mr.  Cottrill  is 
associate  director  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

MRS.  A.  W.  WEHNER  was  honored 
by  members  of  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  for  having  completed  56 
years  of  continuous  service  as  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  School. 

HENPY  BLISS  is  the  coordinator 
for  the  organization  of  a  Men’s 
Bible  Class  in  the  Blackwater 
Church.  Teachers  will  be  Glen 
Schuler,  Hugh  Millner  and  Joe 
Smilie,  with  Wallace  Edwards  as 
substitute. 

MEMBERS  OF  ST.  PAUL  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans 
plan  a  family  outing  at  Camp  Is- 
trouma,  Greenwell  Springs,  on  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday,  Oct.  19  and  20. 
Pat  Denman  is  chairman  of  Family 
Ministries.  The  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  is 
pastor. 

FAMILY  NIGHT  in  First  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  featured  music  by 
Tomasina  Luigi  Dynbargiola  and 
Donaldo  Allureducci,  two  visiting 
Italians.  Dr.  John  Moffett  was  mas¬ 
ter  of  ceremonies.  Dr.  George 
Pearce  was  host  pastor. 

THE  FOUNDATION  SINGERS  pre¬ 
sented  a  special  program  in  the 
Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  on  Sunday  morning, 
Oct.  14.  These  college  youth  are 
sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation.  Host  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  J.  Pierce  McKeithen. 


The  persons  shown  here  are  members  of  The  Older  Adult 
group  at  Louisiana  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  at 
Opelousas  who  celebrate  October  birthdays.  Recogni¬ 
tion  of  persons  who  have  birthdays  during  the  month  in 
which  meetings  occur  is  a  regular  feature. 


THE  FINAL  CLASS  of  a  six-week 
School  for  Lay  Speaking  was  held 
in  the  Hammond  District,  Oct.  17, 
at  First  Church,  Hammond.  The 
Rev.  Gilbert  Wade  of  Luling  was 
the  instructor. 

THE  CONSECRATION  of  St.  Ber¬ 
nard  Church’s  fellowship  hall  will 
be  observed  on  Sunday,  Oct.  28. 
Special  guests  will  be  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  and  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  Robert  F.  Har¬ 
rington.  A  pot-luck  supper  is  sche¬ 
duled  for  six  o’clock  with  the  con¬ 
secration  service  at  7:30  p.m.  The 
Rev.  James  0.  Evans  is  pastor. 

THE  YOUTH  CHOIR  of  the  Eliza¬ 
beth  Sullivan  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bogalusa  led  the  music 
of  the  “Rejoice”  Communion  ser¬ 
vice  in  First  Church,  Slidell,  on 
Sunday  evening,  Oct.  14.  The  sing¬ 
ers  are  led  by  the  Rev.  James  Mc- 
Lelland,  music  director  and  asso¬ 
ciate  minister  at  Bogalusa.  The  Sli¬ 
dell  ministers  are  the  Rev.  Phil 
Woodland  and  the  Rev.  Willis  Dear, 
associate. 


REVIVAL  SERVICES  AT  SOUTH- 
SIDE  Church,  Monroe,  begin  Sun¬ 
day,  Oct.  21  and  continue  through 
Oct.  23.  The  Rev.  Bobby  Burgess 
of  the  Slaughter  United  Methodist 
Church  will  bring  the  messages  with 
Eugene  Smith  as  song  director.  The 
Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  the  pastor. 

A  RECITAL  was  given  on  the  organ 
in  Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New 
Orleans  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Sept. 
30,  by  Whitney  Reader,  a  third- 
year  medical  student  at  LSU  School 
of  Medicine.  Mr.  Reader  recently 
returned  from  a  15  month  stay  in 
Germany  where  he  studied  organ. 

THE  DeQUINCY  REVIVAL  will  be 
held  from  Monday,  Oct.  22  through 
Thursday,  Oct.  25  with  the  Rev. 
Roger  Wolcott,  secretary  of  Evange¬ 
lism  for  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Mexico  as  evangelist.  Song  leader 
will  be  the  Rev.  Louis  Blanken- 
baker,  pastor  of  the  Moss  Bluff 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev. 
Byrd  Terry  is  the  DeQuincy  pastor. 

LAFAYETTE  POLICE  CHIEF  Ro- 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  ior  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Oct.  21 — Sunday  Dan.  7:9-14 

Oct.  22  . ' .  Zech.  13:6-9 

Oct  23  .  Matt.  25:1-13 

Oct  24  .  Matt  25:31-46 

Oct  25  .  Luke  21:25-36 

Oct  26  .  John  5:24-29 

Oct  27  .  Titus  2:11-14 

Oct  28— 

Sunday  .  Psalm  119:1-16 


CECIL  E.  BLAND,  Jr  .,  associate 
director  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries,  was  guest  speaker 
in  the  Vivian  Church,  Oct.  14. 
Bunk  Smith,  lay  leader,  presided. 
At  the  evening  service,  lay  speak¬ 
ers  were  Dr.  Charles  Caldwell, 
Owen  Clawson,  Mrs.  L.  A.  John¬ 
son  and  Ben  Stogsdill. 

PAUL  McGOWEN,  Horseshoe  Drive 
lay  leader  in  Alexandria,  invited 
Coach  Roily  Walker  of  Lake 
Charles  to  be  speaker  on  Laity 
Day.  Also  participating  were  Jim 
Gibson,  Buck  Alderson,  Shirley 
Bonnette,  James  Drummond  and 
Ruth  Weego.  Senior  high  youth  led 
the  evening  service. 

HONORABLE  JOE  D.  WAGGONER, 
Jr.,  congressman  from  the  Fourth 
District,  was  lay  speaker  at  both 
morning  worship  services  in  First 
Church,  Minden,  on  Laity  Day.  A 
luncheon  in  the  activities  building 
followed  the  worship  service. 
Felix  Garrett  is  lay  leader. 

MRS.  MOZELLE  TILLER  was 
guest  speaker  in  the  Mansfield 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Laity 
Day.  A.  W.  McDonald,  Jr.,  was  in 
charge  of  the  service.  R.  tJ.  Urban 
brought  the  message  at  the  Grand 
Cane  Church. 

THE  HAYNESVILLE  CHURCH 


DR.  CHARLES  SHEDD,  Presby¬ 
terian  minister  and  author  of  Let¬ 
ters  to  Karen,  Letters  to  Peter, 
The  Stork  is  Dead,  and  many  others, 
was  in  Shreveport,  Oct.  9  for  ap¬ 
pearances  sponsored  by  the  Par¬ 
ents  League.  He  spoke  Tuesday 
morning  and  evening  in  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  morning  session  for  ministers 
and  selected  laity  concerned  “Train¬ 
ing  our  Children  for  a  Great  Mar¬ 
riage.”  The  night  session  dealt 
with  “Questions  Parents  are  Ask¬ 
ing,”  and  was  followed  by  a  work¬ 
shop.  A  session  for  teens  was  held 
in  the  Marjorie  Lyons  Playhouse 
during  the  afternoon  on  “How  to 
Tell  When  You’re  Really  in  Love.” 

THE  VINTON  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  held  a  three-day  revival 
last  week  with  Dr.  D.L.  Dykes,  Jr., 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  as  guest 
preacher.  The  Rev.  Joe  C.  Rice  was 
host  pastor. 

THE  COVINGTON  CHURCH  had 
Dr.  William  P.  Allen  as  lay  speak¬ 
er,  Oct.  14.  John  P.  Moore,  lay 
leader,  directed  the  worship 
service. 


land  Dart  was  the  speaker  for  United  plans  to  observe  Laity  Day  on  Oct. 
Methodist  Men  in  Asbury  Church,  28.  Dr.  J.  Robert  Kimmerly  from 
Oct.  8.  Minden  has  been  invited  to  speak. 


St.  Andrew  United  Methodist  Church,  4500  Gawain  Drive,  New  Orleans  announces 
a  classical  and  semi-classical  recital  to  be  presented  Nov.  2  at  8  p.m.,  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  which  will  apply  to  the  church’s  piano-organ  fund.  Marilyn  H. 
Davidson,  soprano,  (in  photo  at  left),  accompanied  by  Florence  Chauvin  Presti 
(at  piano),  will  present  songs  of  Schumann  and  Barber  and  arias  from  Carlisle 
Floyd’s  “Susannah”  and  from  "La  Traviata”  by  Verdi.  Melvin  G.  Alford  (right), 
pianist,  will  perform  Praeludium,  Fugue  and  Allegro  by  J.  S.  Bach  (“Pour  luth 
o’Cembalo”)  and  Sonata  in  B  minor,  op.  58  by  Chopin.  All  of  the  artists  are 
widely  known  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  elsewhere  for  their  musicianship. 


PAGE  SIX 


OCTOBER  18,  1973 


from  page  one 


CINCINNATI 


lacking  in  inspiration  (about  75  signed 
a  petition  of  appreciation). 

But  there  was  also  much  praise  for 
Mr.  Carmines’  composition  of  a  theme 
song  for  the  Assembly,  entitled  “Many 
Gifts,  One  Spirit,”  and  it  was  sung 
many  times.  The  closing  communion 
service,  written  by  the  Judson  minis¬ 
ter,  was  acclaimed  by  many  as  the  high 
point  of  the  Assembly. 

United  Methodist  Women  includes 
1,500,000  members  in  35,000  local 
units  in  all  50  states.  The  Assembly 
was  sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
policy-making  body  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women.  They  give  $13,000,000 
to  missions  and  related  causes  annual¬ 
ly- 

Highlights  of  the  Assembly  included 
early  morning  Bible  studies  by  a  wom¬ 
an  theologian  on  a  Cincinnati  televis¬ 
ion  station,  a  musical  and  dramatic  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  Assembly  theme,  60 
“interest  groups”  in  which  women  ex¬ 
plored  topics  ranging  from  spiritual 
healing  to  the  United  Farm  Workers, 
talks  by  Ms.  Peggy  Billings,  a  staff 
executive  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  A.  Potter,  top 
executive  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches;  an  Ecumenical  Day  includ¬ 
ing  guests  from  other  denominations, 
and  the  closing  Sunday  morning  com¬ 
munion  service. 


IT  WAS  "Welcome”  to 
United  Methodist  Women 
at  their  Assembly  Oct.  4- 
7  in  Cincinnati’s  Conven¬ 
tion  Center.  About  8,000 
women  from  the  50  states 
and  overseas  came  to¬ 
gether  for  the  first  As¬ 
sembly  of  the  single  new 
women’s  organization  in 
the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Visible  on  tote 
bags  held  by  women  is 
the  Assembly  emblem, 
tongues  of  orange  and  red 
flame,  perhaps  symbolic 
of  the  Assembly  theme, 
"Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit.” 
(Photo  by  Toge  Fujihira) 


Assembly  officials  estimated  attend¬ 
ance  was  the  largest  since  the  1962 
Methodist  women’s  gathering  in  Atlan¬ 
tic  City,  N.J.  It  may  prove  the  largest 
United  Methodist  meeting  of  the  1973- 
76  quadrennium. 

United  Methodist  Women  were 
greeted  and  praised  by  Cincinnati 
Mayor  Theodore  Berry,  a  United 
Methodist,  and  Bishop  Paul  A.  Wash¬ 
burn  of  Chicago,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  president,  who  called  the 
group  “the  most  intentional,  innova¬ 
tive  and  involved  group  of  women  iri 
the  world.” 

Mrs.  C.  Clifford  Cumminp,  Dixon, 
Ill.,  national  president  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  told  the  Assembly  that 
“if  we  are  united,  no  goal  is  impossible,, 
and  our  aims  must  be  as  high  as  is 
possible  for  us  to  attain.  As  women 
we  can  do  anything,  and  to  do  this  wei 
must  be  positive,  enthusiastic  and  sup---- 
portive.” 

A  closing  service  of  Holy  Commun¬ 
ion  on  World  Communion  Sunday 
(October  7)  was  focused,  as  was  the 
Assembly,  around  I  Corinthians  12:4, 
“There  are  varieties  of  gifts,  but  the 
same  spirit.”  Nineteen  United  Meth¬ 
odist  women  ministers  —  in  what  was 
believed  to  be  a  first  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism  —  consecrated  the  elements, 
which  were  served  to  Assembly  mem¬ 
bers  by  annual -conference  presidents  of 


The  Rev.  Marie  Williams,  Minister- 
in-Training  at  St.  Luke’s  Church 
in  Shreveport,  was  recently  pre¬ 
sented  a  clerical  robe  and  stoles 
as  a  gift  from  the  church.  Partici¬ 
pating  in  the  presentation  cere¬ 
mony  were  Bob  McKee  (right)  and 
Bill  Willis.  The  Rev.  James  M. 
Poole  is  pastor. 


Miss  Elmo  Ashby  (above),  a  Lou¬ 
isiana  missionary  who  has  been  in 
Rhodesia  for  17  years  and  is  now 
on  leave,  spoke  to  the  congregation 
of  Memorial  Church  in  Monroe  on 
Sunday  evening.  Sept.  16.  The 
Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  Monroe 
District  superintendent,  was  pre¬ 
sent  to  introduce  Miss  Ashby.  On 
Sept.  19  she  spoke  for  the  luncheon 
meeting  of  the  XYZ  Club,  and  was 
introduced  by  Pastor  James  E. 
Christie. 


Mrs.  Dale  La  Flurr  (left),  president 
of  UMW  at  Louisiana  Memorial 
Church  in  Opelousas,  presents  a 
Life  Membership  to  Mrs.  Alvin 
Dufilho  in  recognition  of  50  years 
of  outstanding  service  to  the 
church  through  the  teaching  minis¬ 
try.  The  membership  is  symbolic 
of  $100  being  sent  for  missions  in 
honor  of  Mrs.  Dufilho.  Dr.  Jolly 
Harper  is  pastor  of  the  Opelousas 
Church. 
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United  Methodist  Women.  Leaders 
were  Mrs.  Cummings  and  the  Rev. 
Esther  Edwards,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  a 
staff  member  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  The  service 
was  coordinated  by  the  Rev.  Susan 
Ruach,  associate  minister  of  the  Beech 
Grove  (Ind.)  United  Methodist  Church 
and  a  member  of  the  Assembly  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  assembled  sisterhood  heard  an 
appeal  from  one  of  their  leaders  for 
support  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  (ERA)  through  legislative  and 
labor  movement  channels.  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Decker,  Jr.,  Jacksonville,  Texas,  asked 
specifically  for  women  1)  to  use  their 
influence  to  help  get  the  AFL-CIO  to 
endorse  the  ERA  at  its  convention 
starting  October  15  in  Miami,  Fla., 
and  2)  to  seek  ratification  by  legisla¬ 
tures  in  states  where  the  proposed 
amendment  has  not  yet  been  ratified. 
Reports  say  10  states  must  ratify  the 
ERA  before  the  required  number,  38, 
is  reached  for  the  amendment  to  be¬ 
come  law. 

“Both  men  and  women  will  have 
cause  to  celebrate  the  enactment  of  the 
amendment  which  will  erase  before  the 
law,  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sex,”  Mrs.  Decker  said.  Her  appeal 
was  addressed  to  the  women  as  indivi¬ 
duals,  as  the  Assembly  is  a  non-legis¬ 
lative  gathering. 

At  the  Ecumenical  Day  service,  in 
which  Roman  Catholic,  Orthodox  and 
Protestant  women  participated.  Sister 
Mary  Luke  Tobin  of  New  York  urged 
that  women  move  official  church  struc¬ 
tures  along  the  road  to  increased  ecu¬ 
menism.  The  Catholic  nun  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  citizen  action  for  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United  said  “it  is  up  to  us  to  move 
forward  the  circle  of  light  which  is 
ecumenical  unity,  to  cause  it  to  spread 
by  our  being  ecumenical  in  spirit  and 
action  in  all  we  do.” 

For  three  mornings,  the  Assembly 
began  at  6:30  a.m.  on  a  note  of  tele¬ 
vised  Bible  study  over  Cincinnati  sta¬ 
tion  WKRC-TV.  Dr.  Catherine  Gun- 
salus.  United  Presbyterian  minister 
and  a  professor  at  Louisville  (Ky.) 
Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary,  led 
the  study,  which  was  viewed  not  only 


Mrs.  Milton  Goins  (right)  received 
the  first  Life  Membership  given 
by  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of 
First  Church,  Leesville  in  1943, 
soon  after  the  group  organized. 
Mrs.  J.  0.  McCrery  (left)  was  the 
most  recent  recipient,  and  the  last 
before  the  organization  made  the 
transition  to  United  Methodist 
Women.  The  Rev.  Donald  M.  Ri- 
singer  is  pastor  at  Leesville. 
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by  Assembly-goers  in  their  hotel  rooms 
but  was  available  to  the  Cincinnati 
region. 

In  a  presentation  on  “New  Order 
and  New  Life,”  she  said  the  Holy 
Spirit  “creates  order  and  disorder  .  .  - 
The  Spirit  calls  us  to  be  new  crea¬ 
tures,  but  we  are  not  always  willing  to 
do  this  .  .  .  We  are  all  becoming  new 
through  the  Spirit.  We  need  to  learn 
to  be  open  to  that  power.” 

Members  individualized  their  Assem¬ 
bly  experience  by  participating  in  some 
60  interest  groups,  ranging  in  size  from 
25  to  more  than  400,  and  as  varied  in 
subject  as  abortion  and  “The  Holy 
Spirit  in  Everyday  Life.”  Aided  by  a 
computer.  Assembly  planners  sought  to 
place  each  woman  in  one  of  six  groups 
for  which  she  had  indicated  preference 
at  the  time  of  registration. 
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Under  the  banner,  “Praise  the 
Lord  all  Nations”  sixty-one  women 
of  Benton  United  Methodist  Church 
lifted  highlights  of  the  work  of 
Methodist  women  in  the  past,  and 
then  organized  into  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women.  The  banner  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  first  place  winner  in 
Shreveport  District,  and  was  then 
displayed  at  the  recent  statewide 
meeting  in  Lafayette. 
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LESSON  FOR  OCTOBER  28; 
"Confidence  of  Victory  in  Suffering" 


ORIENTATION:  We  are  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
1973-74  church  school  year.  The  theme  for 
this  quarter  (Sept.-Oct.-Nov.)  is  THE  GOSPEL 
ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  in  Unit  #2 
(Sept.  30-Oct.  28)  of  this  quarter.  The  unit 
subject  is  THE  MESSAGE  OF  RECONCIL¬ 
IATION.  Our  lesson  for  Oct.  28  is  the  fifth 
and  last  in  tbk  unit  and  is  entitled  “Confidence 
of  Victory  in  Suffering.” 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  He  who  did  not  spare 
his  own  Son  hut  gave  him  up  for  us  all,  will 
he  not  also  give  us  all  thii^s  with  him? 

— Romans  8:32 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  see  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  “The  Message  of  Reconciliation” 
and  the  question  of  suffering;  to  examine  the 
meaning  of  “the  life  of  the  Spirit;”  to  see  the 
relationship  of  hope  and  faith  to  suffering;  to 
see  bow  reconciled  man  may  experience  suf¬ 
fering  with  anattitiudeof  victorious  confidence. 

*  *  * 


GETTING  THE  MAIN  IDEA 

In  today’s  lesson  we  come  to  the  end  of  a  unit 
of  study  on  The  Message  of  Reconciliation.  Out 
lesson  titles  have  been  Good  News  for  Sinners,  Law 
and  Gospel,  Reconciliation  through  Christ,  Free¬ 
dom  and  its  Temptations,  and  today  Confidence  of 
Victory  in  Suffering. 

When  today’s  title  is  seen  alongside  the  others 
in  this  unit  our  first  impression  may  be  that  it  seems 
out  of  place.  What  relationship  does  a  lesson  on 
suffering  have  with  the  theme  of  reconciliation? 
There  is  a  significant  relationship  and  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  that  we  grasp  it  before  we  proceed. 

Recall  that  when  Paul  thinks  of  reconciliation 
he  is  thinking  of  that  act  of  God’s  free  grace  which 
reunites  estranged  man  with  God.  Such  reunion  is 
achieved  not  through  man’s  obedience  to  the  law, 
but  by  man’s  faith  in  Christ.  While  man’s  relation¬ 
ship  to  his  fellowman  can  be  placed  upon  an  entirely 
new  plane  because  of  this  restored  relationship  with 
God,  it  is,  let  us  note  again,  man’s  relationship  to 
God  with  which  Paul  is  primarily  concerned  when 
he  speaks  of  reconciliation. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  we  see  the  relationship  of 
this  unit  on  The  Message  of  Reconciliation  to  the 
issue  of  human  suffering:  if  man  is  restored  to  God, 
then  no  arena  of  human  concern  is  beyond  the  cir¬ 
cle  of  God’s  redemptive  interest.  Paul  points  to  this 
totally  encompassing  divine  concern  when  he  asks 
“Then  what  can  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
Christ?  Can  affliction  or  hardship?  Can  persecution,- 
hunger,  nakedness,  peril  or  the  sword?”  (Romans 
8:35  NEB).  It  is  as  if  Paul  were  saying  “Now  that 
we  have  peace  with  God  through  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  even  our  great  enemy  of  suffering  cannot 
have  final  dominion  over  us!” 

“THE  LIFE  OF  THE  SPIRIT” 

The  entire  section  of  Romans  from  5:5  to  7:6 
has  been  concmed  with  the  theme  of  the  new  life 
in  Christ.  Chapter  8’s  theme  might  be  called  “the 
life  of  the  Spirit.”  Only  two  times  in  this  former 
section  (5:5  to  7:6)  has  Paul  referred  explicitly  to 
the  Spirit.  In  8:1-27  the  word  appears  no  fewer 
than  20  times. 

Paul  is  saying  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  the  power 
of  God  by  which  he  confirms  his  reality  and  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  life  of  the  man  of  faith.  The  Spirit  be¬ 
comes  the  believer’s  source  of  strength:  “.  .  .  once 
the  Spirit  of  him  who  raised  Christ  Jesus  from  the 


dead  lives  within  you  he  will,  by  the  same  Spirit, 
bring  to  your  whole  being  new  strength  and  vital¬ 
ity”  (Rom.  8:11  J.  B.  Phillips). 

Much  of  Paul’s  comment  about  the  Spirit  of 
God  is  especially  relevant  as  we  think  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  suffering  in  that  one  great  function  of  the 
“strength  and  vitality”  given  by  the  Spirit  can  be 
to  sustain  man  in  the  midst  of  one  of  life’s  most 
common  experiences,  suffering.  This  sustaining 
strength  comes  through  a  hope  and  a  faith  that  God’s 
Spirit  instills  in  the  heart  of  the  believer.  J.  B.  Phil¬ 
lips’  treatment  of  Paul’s  word  on  this  is  especially 
helpful: 

In  my  opinion  whatever  we  may  have  to  go 
through  now  is  less  than  nothing  compared  with 
the  magnificent  future  God  has  planned  for  us. 
The  whole  creation  is  on  tiptoe  to  see  the  won¬ 
derful  sight  of  the  sons  of  God  coming  into  their 
own  .  .  .  And  the  hope  is  that  in  the  end  the 
whole  of  created  life  will  be  rescued  from  the  ty¬ 
ranny  of  change  and  decay  . .  .  We  are  saved  by 
this  hope,  but  in  our  moments  of  impatience  let 
us  remember  that  hope  always  means  waiting 
for  something  that  we  do  not  yet  possess.  But 
if  we  hope  for  something  we  cannot  see,  then 
we  must  settle  down  to  wait  for  it  in  patience. 
The  Spirit  of  God  not  only  maintains  this  hope 
within  us,  but  helps  us  in  our  present  limita¬ 
tions”  (Romans  8:18,  20,  24-26). 

The-  Spirit,  therefore,  becomes  in  the  life  of  the 
believer  the  “experienced”  evidence  of  and  grounds 
for  faith  and  hope.  John  Knox  (Interpreter’s  Bible, 
Vol.  9,  pg.  505)  says  that  the  Spirit  is  “the  guaran¬ 
tee  of  both  the  significance  of  what  has  happened 
(the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus)  and  of  the 
reality  of  what  is  still  to  come  (our  full  deliverance 
from  the  power  of  sin  and  death).  Knox  states  that 
it  is  the  Spirit  of  God  which  “binds  the  whole 
event,  which  we  call  the  revelation  in  Christ,  to¬ 
gether  —  bridging  the  gap  between  past  and  future 
•  *  • 

♦ 

THE  ETERNAL  ISSUE;  SUFFERING  - 

What  is  the  relationship  of  all  of  this  to  the 
question  of  suffering?  It  is  discovered  in  Romans 
8:16-17  in  which  the  height  of  Paul’s  expression  of 
“life  in  the  Spirit”  is  given:  “The  Spirit  himself  en¬ 
dorses  our  inward  conviction  that  we  really  are  the 
children  of  God  .  .  .  and  if  we  are  his  children  we 
share  his  treasure,  and  all  that  Christ  claims  as  his 
vvill  belong  to  all  of  us  as  well!  Yes,  if  we  share  in 
his  suffering  we  shall  certainly  share  in  his  ^ory” 
(J.  B.  Phillips).  As  Christians  we  are  to  share  in  the 
sufferings  of  Christ. 

Our  lesson  quarterly  and  Adult  Teacher  (pg. 
60-62)  are  most  helpful  in  defining  various  kinds 
of  suffering.  You  might  want  to  list  these  in  your 
class  session.  The  author  of  the  Adult  Teacher  makes 
the  point  that  the  kind  of  suffering  Paul  is  speaking 
of  is  that  which  is  inflicted  by  others.  And  yet  — 
as  we  shall  see  in  a  moment  —  Paul  knows  that 
the  suffering  which  results  from  other  sources,  such 
as  ill  health  and  other  causes,  is  equally  subject  to 
the  benefits  of  Christian  faith. 

There  are  few  human  experiences  more  com¬ 
mon  than  that  of  suffering.  It  is  the  great  common 
denominator  of  all  humanity.  Suffering  knows  no 
class  nor  station  or  any  distinctions  which  man  may 
create.  Suffering  is  universal.  This  fact  makes  even 
more  significant  Paul’s  triumphant  statement  that 
the  message  of  reunion  with  God  enables  man  to 
respond  positively  and  creatively  to  this  painful  ele¬ 
ment  in  his  experience. 

Paul  writes  of  human  suffering  with  the  convic¬ 
tion  that  man,  having  been  restored  to  fellowship 


with  God  (reconciled),  can  be  more  than  conqueror 
in  the  face  of  whatever  life  may  have  in  store  for 
him;  even  suffering. 

Paul  does  not  write  of  suffering  from  an  aca¬ 
demic  point  of  view.  He  knew  what  it  was  to  suffer 
physically,  emotionally  and  spiritually.  A  reading  of 
Romans  7:14-24  (Paul’s  experience  of  mental  an¬ 
guish;  “the  evil  I  really  don’t  want  to  do  I  find  I  am 
always  doing”);  of  2  Cor.  12:7  (Paul’s  thorn  in  the 
flesh);  and  of  2  Cor.  11:24-28  (where  Paul  cata¬ 
logues  a  long  list  of  physical  and  mental  sufferings) 
will  reveal  that  Paul  knows  of  what  he  speaks  when 
he  writes  of  suffering. 


“EVERYTHING  THAT  HAPPENS.  .  .” 

The  fact  of  Paul’s  own  suffering  makes  even 
more  triumphant  the  great  proclamation  in  Romans 
8:28:  “Moreover  we  know  that  to  those  who  (ove 
God,  who  are  called  according  to  his  plan,  every¬ 
thing  that  happens  fits  into  a  pattern  for  good” 
(J.  B.  Phillips). 

Paul  does  not  say  that  “everything  that  happens 
is  good.”  He  knew  better  than  that  and  so  do  we. 
But  he  does  say  that  the  person  of  faith  can  know 
that  in  spite  of  what  happens,  no  matter  how  bad  it 
may  be,  God  is  working  within  that  event  to  bring 
good  from  it. 

To  be  able  to  say  this  is  to  make  a  great  state¬ 
ment  of  faith!  It  is  easy  for  us  to  voice  tWs  position 
casually  and  to  miss  the  great  significance  of  it’s 
truth.  The  statement  reflects  a  truth  bom  in  the 
agony  of  suffering  and  nurtured  at  the  altars  of 
complete  faith  and  total  trust.  It  is  not  an  easy  or 
cheap  grace  which  enables  one  to  make  this  great 
and  triumphant  profession  of  faith.  It  is  a  benefit 
of  the  grace  of  God  who  himself  knew  suffering  in 
the  life  of  his  Son  and  who  brought  triumph  out  of 
tragedy  and  life  from  death. 

In  his  comment  on  this  28th  verse  of  Romans  8, 
the  author  of  our  lesson  quarterly  says  “It  takes 
the  eye  of  faith  to  see  the  activity  of  God.” 


“WHAT  IS  THERE  LEFT  TO  SAY?” 

The  message  of  reconciliation  is  one  which  bears 
very  practical  fruit  in  the  life  of  the  person  of  faith. 
Being  restored  to  God,  he  has  the  basis  upon  which 
may  be  rebuilt  broken  relationships  with  his  fellow 
man.  And  he  has  a  standpoint  —  faith  —  from 
which  he  may  have  confidence  of  victory  in  the 
everywhere-present  experience  of  suffering. 

The  believer  who  has  been  reunited  to  God 
through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  (the  person  who  has 
been  reconciled)  can  live  a  tmly  triumphant  life. 
This  is  the  good  news  we  may  receive  and  this  is 
the  gospel  to  which  we  are  called  to  witness.  In  it 
we  have  confidence  of  victory  in  suffering. 

The  following  verse  seems  to  say  it  all: 

In  the  face  of  all  this,  what  is  there  left  to" 
say?  If  God  is  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us? 

.  .  .  No,  in  all  these  things  we  win  an  over¬ 
whelming  victory  through  him  who  has  proved 
his  love  for  us.  I  have  become  absolutely  con¬ 
vinced  that  neither  death  nor  life,  neither  mes¬ 
senger  of  Heaven  nor  monarch  of  earth,  neither 
what  happens  today  nor  what  may  happen  to¬ 
morrow,  neither  a  power  from  on  high  nor  a 
power  from  below,  nor  anything  else  in  God’s 
whole  world  has  any  power  to  separate  us  from 
the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord! 
(Romans  8:31,  37-39  J.  B.  Phillips). 

*  *  * 

NEXT  WEEK:  Begin  new  unit  on  THE  LIFE  OF 
RECONCILIATION. 
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Ladder 


Young 


Navajos 


In  “body  language”  it’s  the  last  day  of 
high  school  for  this  graduate-elect  of 
the  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School  at 
Farmington,  N.M.  At  right,  cheerleaders 
give  both  beat  and  chant  during  one  of 
the  school’s  pep  rallies. 


“It’s  as  if  the  whites  were  in  a  grassy  canyon 
and  we  Navajos  were  on  a  dry  mesa.  My  grand¬ 
child,  education  is  the  ladder.  Tell  our  people  to 
take  it.” 

Manuelito,  a  Navajo  war  chief,  said  this  (to 


Chee  Dodge,  an  interpreter)  in  1880. 

A  decade  later  two  missionaries  pitched  tents  in 
the  desert  and  the  United  Methodist  Church  began 
a  more  than  75-year  involvement  in  the  education 
of  the  Navajos. 

One  remarkable  example  of  that  involvement  is 
the  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School  at  Farming- 
ton,  N.M.  Situated  on  100  acres  of  land,  it  com 
prises  21  buildings  valued  at  more  than  one  and 
a  half  million  dollars.  The  staff  numbers  30,  includ¬ 
ing  superintendent,  chaplain,  principal,  dorm  par¬ 
ents  and  office  workers.  Other  personnel  are  both 
elementary  and  high  school  teachers,  a  dietician, 
cooks  and  maintenance  workers. 

These  professionals  serve  approximately  175 
students  in  grades  six  through  12.  A  majority  has 
come  to  the  campus  from  within  a  100-mile  radius 
but  some  have  homes  as  distant  as  Yuma,  Ariz.,  or 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  Most  are  Navajo  although  other 
trills  are  represented — ^Hopi,  Apache,  Sioux  and 
Yuma. 

Because  it  is  a  boarding  school,  the  staff  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  students  24  hours  a  day  and  for 
the  major  part  of  nine  months  of  the  year.  Each 
student  receives  a  well-rounded  education  incorporat¬ 
ing  academic  achievement,  social  development  and 
spiritual  growth.  The  academic  program,  approved 
by  the  State  of  New  Mexico,  provides  a  college- 
preparatory  course  as  well  as  commercial  classes, 
music  and  art  courses  and  home  economics.  Courses 
in  religious  instruction  are  required  at  each  grade 
level. 

The  students  participate  in  a  variety  of  campus 


activities  (see  accompanying  picture),  among  which 
are  school-related  clubs,  newspaper  staff,  dramatics, 
sports  and  student  council.  There  is  an  active  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  on  campus. 

The  Rev.  Larry  S.  Kemp,  who  recently  assumed 
the  position  of  superintendent,  believes  the  school’s 
future  has  never  been  brighter.  Its  75  th  anniversary 
was  marked  in  1966.  And  he  is  convinced  that  the 
school  “and  the  Navajo  ministry  at  large  .  .  .  will 
endure  as  long  as  men  and  women  continue  to  ans¬ 
wer  God’s  call  to  serve  these.  His  people.” 

By  their  giving  to  the  World  Service,  United 
Methodists  enable  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  help  undergird  this  ministry.  United  Methodists 
who  would  like  (in  the  motto  of  the  school)  “to  win 
Navajo  youth  for  Christ”  and  train  them  for  Chris¬ 
tian  leadership  of  their  people  should  note  what 
certain  sums  will  do. 

Seventy-five  dollars  will  pay  for  the  meals  for 
one  student  for  one  month.  Thirty-two  dollars  will 
help  replace  linens  for  the  dorms  or  dishes  for  the 
dining  hall.  Sixteen  dollars  will  buy  school  supplies 
for  one  child  for  one  semester.  Nine  dollars  will 
provide  a  heating  pad  or  ice  pack  or  other  small 
equipment  for  the  school  infirmary.  Five  dollars  will 
buy  needed  medicine  for  one  child  for  one  semes¬ 
ter.  And  $2.50  will  feed  one  child  for  one  day.  Con¬ 
tributions  as  Advance  Specials  gifts  are  welcomed 
by  the  school  for  all  of  these  needs. 

The  total  cost  of  maintaining  a  student  for  one 
year  is  $1,700.  Tuition  for  one  full  year  is  $225. 
Many  students  cannot  pay  even  this  amount. 

t 


Ethnic  concerns 
considered 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  (UMC) 
—  Problems  of  providing  ministers 
for  ethnic  groups  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  continuing  ob¬ 
stacles  to  black-white  desegregation 
were  before  the  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  here  Sept.  25-26  in  a 
session  that  had  Indian  American  con¬ 
cerns  in  a  prominent  place. 

Meeting  in  the  heart  of  the  Okla- 
i  homa  Indian  Missionary  Conference, 
the  commission  heard  the  native 
:  Americans’  history,  complaints  and 
songs,  ate  their  food  and  started  some 
action  in  their  behalf  at  the  point  of 
‘  delegates  to  the  quadrennial  General 
i  Conference.  In  the  area  of  ministers 
;  for  ethnic  groups,  the  commission 
•  agreed  to  study  the  process  of  produc- 
I  ing  such  leaders,  with  the  end  of  in- 
i  creasing  the  opportunities  for  recruit- 
,1  'ng  and  training  persons  from  and  for' 
^  minorities. 
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EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  ELECTS 
ARKANSAN  AS  PRESIDING 
BISHOP 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  Bish¬ 
op  John  Maury  Allin  of  Mississippi, 
52,  was  confirmed  as  Presiding  Bishop 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  by  its  House 
of  Deputies,  meeting  in  Louisville.  The 
youngest  of  the  five  candidates  for  the 
post.  Bishop  Allin  succeeds  Presiding 
Bishop  John  E.  Hines,  63,  who  had 
announced  earlier  this  year  that  he  was 
stepping  down  two  years  short  of  the 
retirement  age. 

Bishop  Allin  was  born  in  Helena, 
Ark.,  on  April  22,  1921.  He  studied 
at  the  University  of  the  South,  Sewa- 
nee,  Tcnn.,  and  was  ordained  a  priest 
in  1945.  He  served  at  churches  in  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Louisiana  and  as  president 
and  rector  of  All  Saints  Junior  Col¬ 
lege  in  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  prior  to  his 
consecration  as  Bishop  Coadjutor  of 
the  Diocese  of  Mississippi  in  1961.  He 
became  Bishop  of  Mississippi  in  1966. 


Minority  groups  ask 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.  (UMC)  — 
Spokesmen  for  three  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  major  ethnic  minorities  have 
called  on  the  denomination  to  halt 
funding  of  church  agencies  and  pro¬ 
grams  which  are  not  ethnically  inclu¬ 
sive  in  personnel  or  approach. 

Their  recommendation  came  out  of 
a  three-day  consultation  on  minority 
ministries,  including  those  of  Asians, 
Native  Americans  (Indians)  and  His¬ 
panic  cultures.  The  consultation  was 


News  in  Brief 

Three  United  Methodist  bishops  — 
James  Armstrong,  Aberdeen,  S.  D., 
Charles  F.  Golden,  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
and  John  Wesley  Lord,  Washington, 
D.C.  —  are  among  national  leaders  en¬ 
dorsing  a  “Call  to  Conscience”  Sept. 
16-23  to  alert  the  nation  to  the  plight 
of  political  prisoners  still  held  in  South 
Vietnam  by  the  Thieu  regime. 


fund  action 

conducted  by  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the_Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  and  was  a  com¬ 
panion  session  to  one  held  the  past 
December  for  the  black  community 
of  churchmen.  It  was  held  at  the  School 
of  Theology  at  Claremont. 

The  recommendation  that  church 
funding  be  withdrawn  from  agencies 
which  are  deemed  non-inclusive  was 
coupled  with  a  request  that  the  church 
establish  priorities  and  strategies  to 
funnel  scholarships,  endowments  and 
programs  into  ethnic  -  minority  minis¬ 
tries,  and  that  whatever  new  agencies 
needed  for  implementation  be  created 
within  the  church  structure.  The  70 
persons  attending  the  consultation  also 
requested  the  denomination  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  average  minimum  salary  of  all 
annual  conferences  of  the  church  as 
a  minimum  salary  for  the  Puerto  Rico, 
Rio  Grande,  and  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  conferences. 
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Equalization  of  lay  and  clerical  membership 
in  annual  conferences  anticipated 


PARK  RIDGE,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  An 
amendment  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Constitution  which  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  become  effective  in  mid-No¬ 
vember  likely  will  make  a  consider¬ 
able  difference  in  size,  cost  and  meet¬ 
ing  place  of  several  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  70  annual  conferences,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  survey  in  the  Oct.  11  issue 
of  the  Christian  Advocate. 

The  amendment  in  question  would 
provide  for  an  equalization  of  lay  and 
ministerial  membership  in  the  basic 
unit  of  the  denomination.  The  official 
results  of  the  voting  on  this  and  seven 
other  proposed  amendments  will  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  at 
its  Nov.  12-15  meeting,  but  unofficial 
tallies  by  the  General  Conference  sec¬ 
retary  from  81  of  83  U.S.  and  over¬ 
seas  conferences  show  24,707  in  favor 

Rights,  population 
World  Order 
emphases 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
Human  rights  (“in  danger  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  world”)  and  popula¬ 
tion  will  be  the  major  emphases  in 
this  year’s  United  Methodist  obser¬ 
vance  of  World  Order  Sunday. 

However,  the  multiple  aspects  of 
world  order  call  for  observance  of 
more  than  the  date  of  October  21,  such 
as  on-going  study  and  action,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  sponsoring  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  The  thrust  of  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  local  church,  according  to 
Herman  Will,  peace  executive  for  the 
board,  should  be  designed  to  help  per¬ 
sons  “apply  Christian  principles  to  real 
life  decisions.” 

t 

Salary  study 
nears  completion 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  An 
extensive  study  of  titles,  salaries  and 
fringe  benefits  for  some  350  United 
Methodist  Church  national  staff  execu¬ 
tives  is  expected  to  be  completed  next 
summer  in  time  for  use  in  preparation 
of  1975  agency  budgets,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  fiscal  office  has  announced  here. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  (CFA)  has 
set  a  guideline  for  1974  compensation 
which  would  limit  increases  to  not 
more  than  5.5  per  cent.  Included  in 
the  total  is  salary,  housing  allowance, 
various  forms  of  insurance,  pension 
and  all  other  fringe  benefits  paid  by 
the  employing  agency. 

t 

News  in  Brief 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Gerald  Kennedy  has  relinquished  his 
preaching  role  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  cit¬ 
ing  poor  health.  Bishop  Kennedy,  who 
retired  from  the  episcopacy  in  1972, 
has  been  preaching  an  average  of  three 
Sundays  a  month  at  the  Pasadena 
church  since  1968. 


and  4,567  opposed. 

With  anticipation  of  passage,  the 
Advocate  says,  many  conferences  have 
already  taken  action  on  how  they  will 
provide  implementation.  Under  terms 
of  the  amendment,  initiated  by  the 
1972  General  Conference,  each  an¬ 
nual  unit  will  work  out  its  own  for¬ 
mula  for  the  equalization. 

Six  of  the  larger  conferences  were 
surveyed  by  the  magazine  and  esti¬ 
mates  of  additional  lay  members  to  be 
added  range  from  100  or  150  in  the 
New  York  Conference  to  400  in  South¬ 
ern  California-Arizona.  Expected  in¬ 
creases  in  costs  of  the  annual  sessions 
range  up  to  $15,000. 

Several  of  the  conferences  say  they 
will  have  to  seek  new  meeting  places 
to  accommodate  the  increased  mem- 


LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  (UMC)  — 
The  resignation  of  Vice  President  Spi¬ 
ro  T.  Agnew  is  the  latest  in  a  series 
of  events  which  “accentuate  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  an  unparalleled  moral  crisis” 
in  the  nation.  Bishop  Charles  F.  Gold¬ 
en,  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops,  said  Oct.  10. 

Bishop  Golden’s  statement  in  full: 

“The  implications  of  the  Watergate 
situation,  the  indictment  of  a  former 


bership,  even  with  restrictions  on  visi¬ 
tors. 

While  the  purpose  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  is  to  equalize  lay  and  clergy 
voting  strength,  the  Advocate  quotes- 
some  conference  officials  as  saying 
that  the  change  could,  instead,  create 
a  heavy  imbalance  on  the  lay  side  if 
all  these  members  are  present  and  the 
customary  non-attendance  of  many 
ministers  in  special  appointments  and 
retirement  continues. 

General  Conference  secretary  J.  B; 
Holt  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  believes  the 
amendment  could  lead  to  a  consider¬ 
able  redefinition  of  the  meaning  of  or¬ 
dination  and  annual  conference  mem¬ 
bership  for  clergy.  He  forecasts  that 
this  will  be  a  major  issue  in  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

t 


Attorney  General,  the  resignation  of 
two  former  chief  advisors  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  the  resignation  of  the  Vice 
President  under  charges  accentuate 
the  existence  of  an  unparalleled  moral 
crisis  in  the  life  of  our  nation. 

“We  call  United  Methodists  to  pray¬ 
er  for  the  future  welfare  of  our  coun¬ 
try  and  encourage  them  to  assume  a 
greater  role  of  responsibility  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  quality  of  leadership  at 
every  level  of  life  affecting  the  nation.” 


Key  73  moves  forward 
into  final  phase 

The  year-long  outreach  to  “Call  Odr  Among  features  of  this  last  phase  of 
Continent  to  Christ”  Key  73  is  the  year-long  evangelistic  emphasis  is 
moving  into  its  sixth  and  final  phase,  a  prayer  vigil  for  the  last  day  of  Key 
The  current  issue  of  the  Key  73  News-  73  —  Dec.  31,  1973.  Six  Key  73  de¬ 
letter  states  that  the  purpc»e  of  Phase  nominations  from  the  Methodist/Wes- 
Six,  “Calling  Our  Continent  to  Cora-  leyan  tradition  (Free  Methodist  Epis- 
mitment,”  is  to  stress  the  spiritual  stg-  copal,  Wesleyan,  African  Meth^ist 
nificance  of  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episco- 
and  the  New  Year.  pal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist  Episco- 

The  Newsletter  states  that  “These  pal  and  United  Methodist)  are  plan- 
three  holidays  can  provide  a  launch  ning  to  participate  in  a  world  wide 
pad  for  permanent  commitment  to  Vigil  of  Prayer  that  “will  close  Key 
evangelism,  beyond  the  end  of  Key  73  by  opening  a  window  to  the  world.” 
73.  If  interest  in  evangelism  and  wit-  Planned  by  the  59  denominations  of 
ness  ceases  with  the  Key  73  effort,  the  World  Methodist  Council,  this  one- 
then  all  will  have  been  in  vain.  Our  day  prayer  event  will  take  place  from 
concern  for  our  continent  —  and  the  noon  to  mid-night  on  Dec.  31,  1973. 
world  —  must  never  cease.  Therefore,  In  reference  to  recent  comments  that 
the  last  phase  of  Key  73  is  a  call  to  Key  73  had  been  ineffective,  the  News- 
continued  commitment  to  bring  the  letter  stated  “In  an  editorial  in  the 
message  of  Christ  to  every  person  ...”  Sept.  28  issue,  CHRISTIANITY  TO- 

Executlve  Director  Dr.  Theodore  A,  DAY  speaks  out  on  the  so-called  Tail- 
Raedeke,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  stated  that  ure’ of  Key  73, ‘Far  from  being  a  flop, 
“There  is  nothing  wrong  with  turkey  Key  73  can  be  a  spur  to  positive  evan- 
and  football,  but  Thanksgiving  is  more  gelistic  strategies  for  the  ccgning  years,’ 
than  turkey  and  ftkJtball.  Christmas — ■  the  magairine  says.  The  article  further 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  gifts,  but  states  that  Key  73  has  served  as  a  good 
Christmas  is  God’s  gift,  Christ’s  birth  pilot  program  and  suggests  that  data 
and  our  rebirth.  The  New  Year  is  a  from  Key  73  be  used  to  develop  even 
time  to  celebrate  —  another  year  of  more  effective  outreaches  in  the  fu- 
Hfe  for  Christ  and  another  year  of  ser-  ture.  j  „ 

vice  to  the  Kingdom.”  t 


Moral  crisis  unparalleled, 
Bishops’  president  says 


UMCOR  giving 
up  94.5  per  cent 
from  year  ago 

EVANSTON,  III.  (UMC)  —  Total 
giving  by  United  Methodists  for  the 
world-wide  activities  of  their  denomi¬ 
nation  in  the  third  quarter  of  1973  is 
up  slightly  from  the  same  period  in 
1972,  but  World  Service,  the  basic 
program  fund,  is  trailing  the  past  year 
by  a  2.48  per  cent,  according  to  fig¬ 
ures  released  here  Oct,  4. 

R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general  treasur¬ 
er  of  the  church  and  general  secretary 
of  its  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration,  said  that  the  total  for  16 
funds  reported  to  his  office  through 
Sept.  30  this  year  is  $29,344,077.  This 
is  an  increase  of  about  $275,000  above 
18  funds  covered  in  the  1972  report. 

The  $11,835,268  given  through 
Sept,  30  this  year  for  World  Service 
is  some  $300,000  below  that  given  in 
the  same  period  a  year  ago.  However, 
the  per  cent  of  decline  at  the  three 
quarters  mark  is  only  about  half  what 
it  was  in  the  six  months  report.  An¬ 
nual  goal  in  the  fund  is  $23,500,000. 

In  the  report  as  a  whole,  where 
comparisons  are  possible  with  a  year 
ago,  ten  funds  are  up  and  four  are 
down. 

Largest  increase  for  the  third  con¬ 
secutive  quarter  was  in  giving  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR),  up  94.5  per  cent  from 
a  year  ago.  Greatest  decrease,  7.5  per 
cent,  was  in  special  gifts  to  national 
missions  projects. 

New  in  the  list  this  quadrennium  is 
the  Black  College  Fund  and  the  Hum¬ 
an  Relations  Day  offering.  Through 
Sept.  30,  a  total  of  $2,031,431  has 
been  received  in  the  former  and  $476,- 
568  in  the  latter,  against  annual  goals 
of  $6,000,000  and  $1,000,000,  re¬ 
spectively. 

The  complete  report  on  continuing 
benevolence  funds  for  nine  months, 
compared  with  a  year  ago,  shows; 

World  Service — $11,835,268,  down 
2.48  per  cent;  World  Missions  Ad¬ 
vance  Sp)ecials — $4,408,077,  up  .51 
per  cent;  National  Missions  Advance 
Specials — $1,237,614,  down  7.5  per 
cent;  UMCOR— $1,454,951,  up  94.47 
per  cent;  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
— $940,962,  up  17.97  per  cent;  World 
Communion — $98,946,  down  3.46  per 
cent;  World  Service  Specials  —  $38,- 
706,  up  2.8  per  cent;  Temporary  Gen¬ 
eral  Aid— $590,511,  up  39.53  per 
cent;  Black  College  Fund — $2,031,- 
431,  new  this  quadrennium;  Minister¬ 
ial  Education — $2,886,493,  up  19.58 
per  cent;  Human  Relations  Day — 
$476,568,  new  this  quadrennium; 
Student  Day — $165,298,  up  13.45  per 
cent;  Youth  Service  Fund — $182,359, 
up  64.6  per  cent. 

The  report  for  three  administrative 
funds  shows: 

Episcopal  Fund — $1,750,019,  down 
3.78  per  cent;  General  Administration 
— $817,698,  up  2.89  per  cent;  Inter¬ 
denominational  Cooperation  —  $429,- 
169,  up  28.63  per  cent. 

t 

United  Methodism’s  Scarritt  College 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  reported  an 
increase  in  enrollment  for  the  third 
consecutive  year,  with  a  total  of  131 
students  for  the  autumn  term. 
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Participants  in  special  services  at  Slidell's  First  Church,  Oct.  14, 
were  (from  left)  Laura  Woodland,  Mark  Born,  Karen  Dubuisson, 
Educational  Assistant  Shirley  Melton,  and  Julia  Halley. 


Oct.  14  services  at  Slidell 
featured  two  special  events 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  Board  of  Directors  for  North¬ 
western  University  was  held  recently.  Attending  were  (from  left,  first  row) 
the  Rev.  James  Jones,  director;  Dr.  Robert  Black;  Mrs.  Marion  Neson;  Miss 
Martha  Carroll;  Mrs.  Sandra  Bradley;  and  Dr.  Avery  Philip.  Second  row 
(from  left)  Dr.  Burt  Boone  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Blount.  Seated  is  George 
Roberts,  Wesley  Foundation  president.  The  board  heard  reports  on  study 
groups  presently  functioning,  other  programs  and  activities  and  plans  pro¬ 
jected  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Some  6500  students  are  enrolled  at 
Northwestern  for  the  fall  semester.  About  10%  of  these  are  United  Meth¬ 
odist  preference. 
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The  inauguration  of  a  regular  chil¬ 
dren’s  church  service  and  the  presen¬ 
tation  of  The  Rejoice  Mass  were  spe¬ 
cial  features  of  the  Oct.  14th  services 
at  Slidell’s  First  Church. 

The  children’s  church  service  will 
feature  hymns,  worship  responses  and 
special  features  related  to  grades  one 
through  six.  The  children  will  meet 
with  their  parents  in  the  sanctuary  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  half  of  the  regular  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service.  At  the  half-way 
point  in  the  service  the  children  move 
to  the  fellowship  hall  where  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  church  activities  continue  under 
the  leadership  of  the  associate  minis¬ 
ter,  the  Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear.  Mrs. 
Betty  Dossett  will  serve  as  pianist  and 
direct  the  music.  In  the  first  service 
Mrs.  Ben  Alice  Farron  presented  chalk 


UNICEF  briefs 

With  UNICEF’s  help,  the  death  rate 
from  malaria  among  children  has  been 
lowered  from  3.5  million  in  the  fifties 
to  less  than  one  million  per  year. 


board  drawings  illustrating  “Why  We 
are  Here,” 

At  the  evening  service  the  .Youth 
Choir  from  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
congregation  at  Bogalusa  led  the  con¬ 
gregation  in  a  communion  service 
which  was  highlighted  by  the  presen¬ 
tation  of  The  Rejoice  Mass,  a  folk  mu¬ 
sic  interpretation  of  many  of  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Accom¬ 
paniment  was  by  guitar,  drums  and 
piano.  The  presentation  was  directed 
by  the  Rev.  James  McClellan,  assoc¬ 
iate  pastor  and  director  of  music  at  the 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  church.  Pastors  of 
the  Slidell  congregation  are  the  Rev, 
J.  Phillip  Woodland  and  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
lis  W.  Dear. 

t 


By  1980,  unless  present  trends  are 
reversed,  820  million  adult  illiterates 
are  predicted  for  the  world.  UNICEF 
is  exploring  non-formal,  out-of-school 
channels  for  education  to  reach  func¬ 
tionally  illiterate  youths  beyond  school 
age. 


NEWS  and  NOTES 

THREE  METHODIST  CHURCHES 
ofRuston  and  the  Wesley  Foundation 
hosted  a  progressive  dinner  for 
Tech  students  on  Thursday  evening. 
Oct.  4.  The  purpose  was  to  intro¬ 
duce  students  to  the  Methodist 
Churches  in  Ruston. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  BASTROP,  ob¬ 
served  Laity  Day  on  Oct.  7.  Doug¬ 
las  Bickley,  lay  leader,  presented 
local  speakers:  Max  Lucas,  Kerney 
Clark  and  Miss  Jan  Norris,  JacK 
Warren  presided.  Miss  Lynn  Young 
presented  the  Sunday  evening  pro¬ 
gram. 

DR.  CARL  A.  BERGSTENof  the 
Department  of  Finance  and  Field 
Service,  Division  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  is  leading  the  “Crusade  for 
Christ’’  stewardship  campaign  in 
First  Church,  Pineville,  where  the 
Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway  is  pastor, 

1  HE  LAKE  VISTA  Church  in  New 
Orleans  observed  Laity  Day,  Oct. 
14,  with  Dr.  Joe  Foote  speaking  at 
the  early  service  and  Leonard 
Larson  at  the  11  o’clock  service. 
Assisting  in  worship  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Luke  Cochran,  Walter  Chris¬ 
tenson  and  Ralph  Garrard. 

t 

UNITED  METHODIST 
FILMS  RECEIVE 
FESTIVAL  AWARDS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMQ  — 
Two  United  Methodist  films  received 
Golden  Eagle  awards  at  the  annual 
CINE  Film  Festival  in  Washington 
late  in  September.  The  festival,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  16-year-old  Council  on 
International  Non-theatrical  Events, 
selects  the  best  of  U.S.  films  which  are 
then  entered  in  various  international 
competitions. 

Among  the  1973  Golden  Eagle 
award  winners  were  Women  Amen! 
and  Somediing  Be^des  Rice. 


Married  Ministries’ 
Program  initiated 
in  Monroe  area 

On  Oct.  15-17  ten  ministers  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  visited'  in 
the  Monroe  area  to  assist  with  a  newly 
instituted  Married  Ministries  Program, 
which  is  under  sponsorship  of  local 
churches  and  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  Northeast  Louisiana  University.  The 
team  of  ministers  surveyed  the  needs 
and  interests  of  young  married  adults 
through  personal  visitation,  according 
to  Theresa  McConnell,  coordinator  for 
the  new  program. 

Participating  ministers  were  the 
Revs.  Clyde  Averett,  Downsville;  Hen¬ 
ry  Bowden,  Rayville;  Brady  Forman, 
Hammond;  Jerry  Fuller,  New  Orleans; 
Glen  Messer,  Winnsboro;  James  Poole, 
Shreveport;  Lany  Robertson,  Thibo¬ 
deaux;  Will  Finnin,  Baton  Rouge; 
Charles  Floyd,  New  Orleans,  and  Les 
Thompson,  Lafayette.  The  Rev.  James 
E.  Wilson  is  campus  minister  for  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Northeast  Louis¬ 
iana  University  in  Monroe. 

t 


LECTURE  SERIES 
Dr.  Robert  Tuttle,  Jr.,  minister 
of  Evangelism,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.,  will  preach  Oct, 
29,  30,  31  at  7:30  p.m.  nightly 
at  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  2202  E.  Madison  St. 
(Mer  Rouge  Rd.),  Bastrop,  La. 
71220.  Louis  F.  Roos,  pastor, 
t 


WANTED  —  Minister  of  Music  with 
responsibility  for  Youth  Program. 
Good  salary.  Contact  Dr.  Charles 
Richards,  First  United  Methodist, 
304  N.  Main,  Searcy,  Arkansas 
72143.  Phone  268-5897. 


The  Merry  Mixers  golden  age  club  met  at  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur, 
for  their  October  luncheon.  Halloween  was  the  theme  for  the  oc¬ 
casion  which  was  hosted  by  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  Wesley 
of  which  Mrs.  Charles  Parnell  is  president  and  Mrs.  Terry  Taylor 
is  church  activities  chairman.  The  program  was  a  halloween  read¬ 
ing  given  by  the  Rev.  Walter  Clarke,  Wesley  pastor.  A  song  service 
was  led  by  Mrs.  Mitchell  Caldwell.  Mrs.  Rayburn  Fugatt  was 
pianist. 
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Elysian  Fields  Church  to  host 
District  School  of  Mission 


Dr.  Tracey  Jones  to 
speak  at  Hammond 
Conference 

Dr.  Tracey  Jones,  general  secretary 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  will  keynote  the  1973  Hammond 
District  Mission  Study  Conference.  It 
is  scheduled  to  be  held  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  21,  at  2:30  p.m.  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Hammond.  Dr. 
Jones  has  been  chief  executive  of  the 
Board  since  1968.  He  was  a  mission¬ 
ary  in  China  from  1945  until  1950, 
and  from  1952  to  1955  was  a  mission¬ 
ary  to  Malaya. 

Courses  and  leaders  at  the  Ham¬ 
mond  conference  are:  “Contemporary 
Christians  and  their  Writings,”  —  Ms. 
Winifred  Burks;  “Women:  Over  Half 
the  World’s  People,”  —  Ms.  Elizabeth 
N.  Thomas;  “Justice,  Liberation  and 
Development,”  —  the  Rev.  George 
W.  C.  Calvin;  “Christians  and  the  Re¬ 
sponsible  Use  of  Power,”  —  Dr. 
George  Hess;  “Ecology,”  —  the  Rev. 
Willis  W.  Dear;  “Why  Missions  To¬ 
day,”  —  the  Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland, 
t 

News  in  Brief 

United  Methodism’s  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  is  planning  a  series  this  autumn 
on  “Blackness  and  the  Eyes  of  Faith.” 
Speakers  will  include  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon,  Jr.,  retired  Bishop  Noah  W. 
Moore,  Jr.,  and  the  Rev.  James  H, 
Cone,  noted  black  theologian  on  the 
faculty  of  Union  Theological  Semin¬ 
ary. 

t 

A  24-hour  Convocation  on  Evange¬ 
lism  for  800  ministers  of  the  Virginia 
Annual  Conference  has  been  held  with 
leaders  including  Bishop  W.  Kenneth 
Goodson,  Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll 
of  the  Boston  Area  and  Harry  Den¬ 
man,  retired  head  of  the  former  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Evangelism, 
t 


The  annual  New  Orleans  District 
School  for  Mission  Study  will  be  held 
in  Elysian  Fields  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Saturday,  Oct.  27.  The 
school  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  and  close 
at  12:45  p.m.  This  year,  the  plan  is 
for  each  person  attending  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  two  of  the 
studies  instead  of  one  only,  as  in  pre¬ 
vious  years. 

The  studies  and  leaders  are:  “Con¬ 
temporary  Christians  and  their  Writ¬ 
ings,”  —  the  Rev.  John  Winn,  pastor 
of  Gentilly  Church;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Palaz¬ 
zo  and  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Jakway.  “Jus¬ 


tice,  Liberation  and  Development,” — 
the  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  pastor 
of  Camphor  Memorial  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge;  and  Mrs.  Veora  Lundy. 
“Women:  Over  Half  the  Earth’s  Peo¬ 
ple,”  —  the  Rev.  Carole  Cotton,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor,  Rayne  Memorial 
Church. 

The  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen,  Carroll¬ 
ton  Church  minister,  is  district  mis¬ 
sionary  education  secretary,  and  Dr. 
Robert  F.  Harrington  is  district  super¬ 
intendent.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Bergeron, 
Sr.,  will  be  host  pastor. 
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AT  RIGHT:  New  officers  elected  to  serve 
the  Downsville  junior  high  UMY  os  the 
organization  begins  its  second  year: 
President  —  Susan  Hamilton;  vice  presi¬ 
dent  —  Gary  Ballard;  secretary  -  Kathy 
Donald;  treasurer  -  Keith  Hammons;  re¬ 
porter  —  Sherry  Hamilton;  Activities  chair¬ 
man  —  Walter  Ballard;  program  chairman  — 
Cheryl  Holman;  teacher  -  Carolyn  Guice. 
The  Rev.  Clyde  W.  Averett  is  pastor. 


Members  of  the  Junior  highUMYF 
at  Algiers  United  Methodist  Church, 
including  officers  and  counselors 
who  were  installed  by  Dr.  A.  W. 
Townsend,  Jr.,  minister,  during 
the  Sunday,  Sept.  30  morning  wor¬ 
ship.  (Back  row)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M. 
A.  Martinez,  counselors;  (front, 
left  to  right)  Steve  Fort,  (member) 
Kelli  Zwicke,  publicity  chairman; 
Laurette  Taylor,  publicity  co- 
chairman;  Mark  Cole,  treasurer; 
Charles  Runnels,  president;  Sue 
Foreman,  vice  president;  Lorraine 
Taylor,  secretary;  Blaine  Falcone 
and  Will  Heavner,  members.  (Photo 
by  James  Fort) 
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Rayville  plans 
Mission  Festival 

The  Rayville  United  Methodist 
Church  plans  a  Mission  Festival  for 
Sunday,  Oct.  28.  Mission  projects  at 
home  and  overseas  will  be  featured, 
many  by  visiting  speakers.  Representa¬ 
tives  will  be  in  various  Sunday  school 
classes,  will  visit  with  members  dur¬ 
ing  luncheon  following  worship,  and 
at  booths  during  the  afternoon. 

Speaking  at  the  morning  worship 
service  will  be  the  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  for¬ 
mer  missionary  to  the  Philippines.  Mrs. 
Hubert  A.  Gibbs  will  represent  the 
mission  cause  in  Korea;  the  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  Walton,  a  former  Rayville  pastor, 
will  present  the  work  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 
where  he  is  now  director;  Miss  Eva 
Wilson  will  exhibit  for  the  Dulac  In¬ 
dian  Mission  near  Houma;  someone 
will  represent  an  Oklahoma  Indian 
Mission;  and  students  from  India  will 
be  present. 

The  Festival  will  be  climaxed  by 
the  children  taking  turns  in  trying  to 
break  open  pinatas  filled  with  surprises. 
The  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  is  the 
Rayville  pastor. 

t 

News  in  Brief 

The  Greensboro  (N.  C.)  District  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  mortgage  commitment  from 
the  federal  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  to  build  a  low 
and  moderate  income  housing  com¬ 
plex  for  200  persons. 

t 


LEFT:  Junior  high  UMYF  officers  installed  at 
Franklin  United  Methodist  Church  recently  (left 
to  right)  Carroll  Tyler,  vice  president;  Susan 
Coletta,  treasurer;  Kim  Scott,  president;  Dawn 
Deslatte,  publicity,  and  Laurie  Martin,  secretary. 


RIGHT:  Senior  high  UMYF  officers  at  Franklin 
Church  (left  to  right)  John  Gates,  treasurer; 
Stacy  Stevens,  vice  president;  Karen  Rives, 
secretary;  Steve  Feske,  president.  Miss  Kathi 
Breazeaie  is  youth  director;  the  Rev.  C.  R. 
McCammon  is  pastor. 
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Great  churches  are  made  possible  by  great  laymen,  and  one  measure 
of  the  splendid  greatness  of  the  laity  in  this  conference  is  the  operation  of 
the  One  'Ibousand  Qub.  When  one  considers  the  achievements  of  this 
group -the  churches  revitalized,  the  new  buildings  erected,  the  old  facil¬ 
ities  refurbished,  and  the  faith  and  hope  generated  by  all  of  this -one  be¬ 
comes  joyful.  I  understand  that  the  One  Thousand  Club  has  altered  some 
of  its  policies,  but  invite  you  to  investigate  these  alterations  thoroughly. 
You  will  find  them  challenging  and  exciting.  The  people  who  operate  this 
One  Thousand  Club  are  dedicated  loyal  Methodist  laypersons,  and  we  cele¬ 
brate  their  vision  and  the  steps  they  take  to  fulfill  that  vision.  Support 
this  One  Thousand  Club.  Your  dollars  go  far  and  do  much  good. 


Faithfully, 


Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  which  is  holding  its  annual  meeting 
this  week  in  New  Orleans,  spoke  at  the  Hammond  District 
Study  Conference  Sunday,  Oct.  21,  at  First  Church  in 
Hammond.  Dr.  Jones  reported  on  the  status  of  Methodism’s 
worldwide  mission  outreach.  A  former  missionary  in 
China  and  Malaya,  Dr.  Jones  served  as  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Division  from  which  post  he  was 
named  to  his  present  responsibility  in  1968. 
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Hammond  Migrant  Ministry  ends, 
rechanneling  of  funds  urged 


The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Mi¬ 
grant  Ministry  met  on  Oct,  11  and 
unanimously  adopted  a  resolution  dis¬ 
continuing  the  service.  In  a  letter  de¬ 
tailing  the  action,  the  Rev.  William  P. 


ATTENTION  MINISTERS 
At  the  1970  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Session  the  following  rule 
was  passed  concerning  the  Sus- 
tentation  Fund  — 

“No  man  may  now  or  in  any 
future  date,  receive  emergency 
aid  from  the  Sustentatton 
Fund  who  does  not  pay  the  as¬ 
sessment  and  who  is  not  cov¬ 
ered  by  hospitalization  insur¬ 
ance.” 

During  the  last  year  because 
of  great  need  and  exceptional 
cases  this  rule  was  not  always 
followed. 

It  is  now  the  feeling  of  the 
Cabinet  that  this  rule  be  strictly 
adhered  to  and  that  no  excep¬ 
tions  be  permitted. 

We  urge  each  minister  to  take 
seriously  his  responsibility  to  his 
brother  minister  and  pay  the  as¬ 
sessment  (Vi  of  1%  of  his  base 
salary)  to  help  his  brother  in 
need. 

Edward  R.  Thomas, 

Cabinet  Secretary 
The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference 

The  United  Methodist  Chureb 
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Fraser,  superintendent  of  the  Ham¬ 
mond  District,  stated  that  “One  of  the 
changes  of  our  society  has  been  virtual 
elimination  of  the  migrant  farm  labor 
force.  The  government  has  discouraged 
the  migrants  from  continuing  this  way 
of  life  and  have  given  certain  incen¬ 
tives  to  cause  them  not  to  migrate.” 

Mr.  Fraser  also  stated  that  the  need 
for  the  migrant  form  of  labor  in  har¬ 
vesting  strawberries  had  decreased  in 
the  area,  “These  factors  combine  with 
some  others  to  eliminate  the  need  for 
a  strong  Migrant  Ministry  in  the  Ham¬ 
mond  area,”  he  said. 

In  taking  the  step  the  Board  of 
Managers  stated  that  “We  encourage 


Sunday,.  Nov.  25  has  been  pro¬ 
claimed  “Correction  Reform  Sunday 
in  Louisiana”  by  Governor  Edwin  Ed¬ 
wards. 

In  his  proclamation  Governor  Ed¬ 
wards  set  the  day  aside  as  “a  time 
when  all  persons  of  good  will,  concern 
and  interest  may  learn  of  conditions 
in  our  correctional  institutions  and 
what  is  needful  to  make  them  better 
serve  the  good  of  all  citizens  of  the 
State.” 

Churches  of  all  denominations 
across  the  states  are  asked  to  take 
note  of  the  day  by  scheduling  special 
services,  visits  to  jails  and  prisons, 
guest  speakers,  study-discussion 
groups,  and  other  suitable  observances. 

The  executive  proclamation  read  in 
part:  “Whereas,  the  people  of  God, 


St.  Paul  installs  new 

Dr.  William  K.  McElvaney,  second 
president  of  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  was  officially  invested  with  his 
office  at  a  “Celebration  of  Installa¬ 
tion”  on  October  9,  in  the  Great  Hall 
of  the  Don  W.  Holter  Center  for  Re¬ 
newal  on  the  seminary  campus.  Before 
Bishop  Robert  E.  Go^rich,  Jr.,  of  the 
Missouri  Area,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  placed  the  official  seal 


contributors  to  redeploy  (their)  efforts 
.  .  .  into  other  areas  of  outreach  and 
reconciliation.”  They  stated  that  there 
were  numerous  causes  to  which  these 
funds  could  be  directed.  “Many  of 
these  causes,  such  as  the  new  Method¬ 
ist  Home  in  New  Orleans  for  “migrant 
children  would  be  quite  appropriate 
and  very  similar  to  the  work  with  the 
Migrant  Ministry,”  stated  Mr.  Fraser. 

Noting  that  the  Migrant  Ministry 
had  rendered  invaluable  service  to 
many  hundreds  of  families  through  the 
years,  the  Board  expressed  its  appre¬ 
ciation  to  those  who  have  supported 
its  work. 


through  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  to  show  concern  for  the 
public  welfare,  for  the  jailed  and  their 
jailors,  for  policemen,  judges  and 
penal  administrators,  have  set  aside  a 
day  of  prayer,  special  services  and 
visits  to  jails  and  prisons;  Now,  there¬ 
fore,  I,  Edwin  Edwards,  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  do  hereby  pro¬ 
claim  Sunday,  Nov.  25,  1973,  as  Cor¬ 
rection  Reform  Sunday.  .  .” 

The  Correction  Reform  Committee 
of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Confer¬ 
ence  is  working  closely  with  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  in  preparing  for  the  event,  and 
packets  of  materials  are  being  sent  to 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
office  for  resource  materials.  The 
Louisiana  Conference  is  a  member  of 
the  L.I.e. 


president 

around  the  neck  of  Dr.  McElvaney, 
charges  were  given  the  new  president 
by  representatives  of  the  church,  facul¬ 
ty,  students,  staff  and  alumni.  Other 
bishops  participating  in  the  service  of 
celebration  and  worship  were  Bishop 
Don  W.  Holter  of  the  Nebraska  Area 
and  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr.,  of  the 
Kansas  Area. 

In  turning  to  the  immediate  task  of 
the  seminary.  Dr.  McElvaney’s  visions 
for  the  future  included  the  continued 
encouragement  of  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  students;  searching  for  new  possi¬ 
bilities  in  training  men  and  women  for 
non-metropolitan  ministries;  a  con¬ 
tinued  struggle  to  encourage  rapport 
with  a  wider  constituency  and  still  nur¬ 
ture  a  community  which  does  not  fear 
an  honest  and  open  quest  for  truth; 
and  the  creation  of  a  Lay  Advisory 
Council  to  provide  a  structure  for  two- 
way  communication  and  the  beginning 
of  a  more  trusting  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  seminary  and  the  local 
church. 

Dr.  McElvaney  pointed  out  that 
“there  is  a  relationship  between  dreams 
and  dollars  ...  If  we  are  to  function 
as  a  particular  institution  with  a  par¬ 
ticular  task,  namely  training  leader¬ 
ship  for  the  Church’s  ministry,  then  it 

Please  turn  to  page  4 


SPECIAL  FEATURE 
THIS  WEEK 

This  week’s  issue  of  THE 
METHODIST  differs  from  the 
usual  in  that  we  have  added  four 
pages  in  recognition  of  the  60th 
anniversary  of  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  of  El  Paso,  Tex.,  a  long¬ 
time  National  Advance  Project 
of  our  Conferences. 

This  addition  necessitates  a  re¬ 
arrangement  of  our  regular  news 
and  feature  pages  for  this  week 
only. 

— The  Editor, 
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Correction  Reform  Sunday,  Nov.  25 


Nebraska  selected  as  site  for  1976  Jurisdictional  Conference 


FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.  (UMC)  —  Lincoln. 
Nebraska  has  been  chosen  as  the  site  for  the  1976 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church. 

The  conference,  held  every  four  years,  has  never 
been  held  in  Nebraska,  northernmost  state  of  the 
eight-state  jurisdiction. 

Selection  of  the  Nebraska  site  was  made  by  the 
jurisdictional  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  (JCFA)  meeting  here  Oct.  11-12.  Other  site 
proposals  considered  were:  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Wich¬ 
ita,  Kans.,  and  Southern  Methodist  University,  at 
E>allas,  Tex. 

All  five  jurisdictional  conferences  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  U.S.  will  begin  simultane¬ 
ously  July  13,  1976. 

Major  agenda  item  for  all  the  conferences  is  the 
election  of  bishops  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  re¬ 
tirement  or  death. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is  scheduled  to 
elect  four  new  bishops  in  Lincoln;  three  to  replace 
retirees  and  one  to  replace  the  late  Bishop  Kenneth 
W.  Copeland. 

Retiring  will  be  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater,  San 
Antonio,  Tex.,  Bishop  Don  W.  Holter,  Lincoln, 
Bishop  Eugene  M.  Frank,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

The  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries  (JCOM) 
also  met  Oct.  11-12  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  leadership 
training  center  here  owned  by  the  jurisdiction. 


Chairman  of  the  JCFA  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Wesley 
Hardt,  Beaumont,  Tex.  Chairman  of  the  JCOM  is 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Blake,  Wichita,  Kans.  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  jurisdiction  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  Duane 
Bruce,  with  offices  in  Oklahoma  City. 

A  special  dinner  was  held  by  the  two  groups 
honoring  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Virgil  D.  Morris.  Dr.  Mor¬ 
ris  retired  recently  after  having  served  for  12  years 
as  executive  director  of  the  jurisdiction. 

In  other  actions  related  to  the  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ference,  the  JCFA  considered  ways  to  streamline 
and  economize  the  meeting  including  the  reduction 
of  time  to  three  days.  The  last  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence  in  Houston,  Tex.,  in  1972  lasted  five  days.  The 
1976  conference  is  projected  to  begin  Tuesday 
morning  and  to  adjourn  Thursday  noon.  The  con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  in  Lincoln’s  Pershing  Municipal 
Auditorium. 

In  other  business  matters  both  the  JCOM  and 
the  JCFA  expressed  concern  over  a  financial  crisis 
at  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  a  school  for  Spanish¬ 
speaking  students  in  El  Paso,  Tex.  owned  by  the 
jurisdiction.  Approval  was  given  for  a  promotional 
campaign  to  raise  funds  for  the  institute  from  across 
the  eight-state  area. 

The  JCOM  finalized  program  projecticms  for 
1974.  Included  in  the  $34,000  program  budget  will 
be: 

•  Support  for  the  Methodist  Series  of  The  Pro¬ 


testant  Hour. 

•  A  news  writing  conference  for  pastors  at 
the  University  of  Missouri. 

•  A  “sharing-caring  conference”  to  explore 
evangelism  “with  emphasis  on  relevant  ways  to  as¬ 
similate  and  reach  people”  to  be  held  in  Bridgeport 
Tex.,  in  the  fall  of  1974. 

•  A  program  to  explore  local  church  minis¬ 
tries  with  young  adults. 

•  Two  conferences  to  consider  church  camp¬ 
ing  and  Christian  education  out-of-doors. 

•  Three  workshops  on  “strategy  for  urban 
ministry.” 

•  Laboratory  training  enterprises  at  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah,  Houston,  Tex.,  Sacramento,  N.  Mex.,  and 
a  site  in  the  Kansas-Nebraska  region. 

•  A  “bishops’  week”  to  help  bishops,  their 
cabinets,  and  conference  staffs  work  more  effective¬ 
ly  as  teams. 

•  Several  youth  events. 

Funds  were  also  earmarked  for  the  publishing 
of  a  history  of  the  ethnic  groups  represented  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  JCOM  has  been  sche¬ 
duled  for  Feb.  12-13  in  El  Paso,  Tex.  to  enable  the 
members  to  become  directly  acquainted  with  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute. 
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Bishop  Golden  Ms.  Barnes  Dr.  Talbert 


National  Convocation  on  the 
Black  Church  called  for  Dec.  10-13 


^CEF  OktoberfesV 
planned  for  1974 

GREEN  LAKE,  Wise.  (UMC) — 
The  biennial  national  conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Christian  Edu¬ 
cators  Fellowship,  largest  regular  ga¬ 
thering  of  professional  church  educa¬ 
tors  in  the  nation,  has  been  scheduled 
for  the  Green  Lake  Center  here  in  the 
fall  of  1974. 

Dates  for  the  conference  will  be 
Sept.  30-Oct.  5,  earlier  than  usual  to 
coincide  with  the  regional  ‘Oktober- 
fest”  season. 

Departing  from  their  usual  urban 
conferences  in  which  participants  have 
been  urged  to  go  into  the  community 
for  learning  experiences,  the  “CEF 
Oktoberfest”  is  being  planned  for  a 
“self-contained  setting.”  Individuals 
will  be  asked  to  create  their  own  learn¬ 
ing  environment  using  the  resources, 
skills,  and  competencies  which  they 
themselves  possess. 

Announcements  of  the  1974  plans 
were  made  in  Nashville  early  in  Oc¬ 
tober  following  a  meeting  of  the  con¬ 
ference  design  team  headed  by  the 
Rev.  W.  Kirk  McNeill,  minister  of 
education  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Gastonia,  N.C. 

Approximately  700  educators  have 
attended  each  of  the  last  three  con¬ 
ferences  held  in  New  Orleans,  San 
Francisco,  and  Boston. 

The  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps,  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
staff  executive  related  to  CEF,  ob¬ 
served  that  the  conference  not  only 
represents  a  large  number  of  Christian 
educators  but  also  indirectly  repre¬ 
sents  an  unusually  large  United  Meth¬ 
odist  constituency.  “Eighty  percent  of 
the  United  Methodist  membership  is 
in  about  20  percent  of  the  churches 
which  employ  98  percent  of  the  pro¬ 
fessional  educators.” 

t 

A  relief  fund  to  aid  churches  and 
individuals  who  have  suffered  because 
of  recent  tornadoes  and  floods  has 
been  established  by  the  Kansas  Area 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMC)— The  be¬ 
lief  among  many  black  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  that  black  membership 
in  the  denomination  is  on  a  critical 
decline  has  prompted  a  National  Con¬ 
vocation  on  the  Black  Church  to  be 
held  here  Dec.  10-13. 

“Evangelism:  The  Total  Ministry  of 
the  Black  Church  to  the  Black  Com¬ 
munity,”  will  be  the  theme  for  the 
meeting  which  will  be  held  on  the 
Interdenominational  Theological  Cen¬ 
ter  campus.  United  Methodist-related 
Gammon  TTieological  Seminary  is  a 
part  of  the  ecumenical  complex. 

Sponsoring  the  convocation  in  At¬ 
lanta  will  be  divisions  of  the  four 
United  Methodist  program  boards,  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race, 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  and 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
(BMCR). 

Planning  committee  chairman  Cor¬ 
nelius  L.  Henderson,  a  staff  member 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  predicts  that  the  Atlanta  con¬ 
vocation  may  be  the  most  significant 
gathering  of  black  United  Methodist 
leadership  in  this  decade. 

While  there  is  little  hard  data  and 
few  studies  available  on  membership 
trends  among  blacks  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism,  Mr.  Henderson  and  the  Rev. 
George  Outen,  another  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  staff  member  on  the  planning 
team  say  most  persons  in  the  black 
church  are  keenly  aware  of  the  critical 


trends  in  both  membership  and  in  re¬ 
cruitment  of  black  pastors. 

Major  addresses  will  be  given  dur¬ 
ing  the  convocation  by  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  General  Secretary  Dr.  Mel¬ 
vin  G.  Talbert  and  BMCR  executive 
director  Ms.  Thelma  Barnes.  The 
schedule  will  also  include  major  posi¬ 
tion  papers,  five  workshops,  a  theo¬ 
logical  symposium,  and  evening  evan¬ 
gelistic  services  in  the  black  tradition. 

Mr.  Henderson  said  local  pastors 
and  lay  persons  are  invited  even 
though  a  major  effort  is  being  made  to 
get  black  academic  and  administrative 
leadership  from  across  the  church. 

Several  critical  questions  have  been 
prepared  by  the  planning  committee 
for  consideration  by  the  convocation 
participants.  These  include: 

— Is  there  a  future  for  blacks  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church? 

— What  can  be  done  to  combat  the 
feeling  of  isolationism,  alienation,  and 
estrangement  among  black  United 
Methodists? 

— What  is  the  relationship  between 
the  problem  of  pastoral  recruitment 
for  the  black  church  and  declining 
membership? 

— Has  the  black  “social  activist” 
pastor  caused  the  older  members  to 
Join  more  conservative  denominations 
and  has  the  “conservative”  pastor 
added  to  the  problem  of  alienation  on 
the  part  of  the  youth? 

— What  are  the  implications  of  the 


Communion  Service 
compositions  sought 

Competition  has  been  announced 
for  the  composition  of  original  unpub¬ 
lished  music  to  be  used  with  THE 
SACRAMENT  OF  THE  LORD’S 
SUPPER:  AN  ALTERNATE  TEXT, 
1972,  a  communion  service  prepared 
by  the  former  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mission  on  Worship.  A  prize  of  $500 
is  being  offered  for  the  winning  entry. 

The  competition,  sponsored  jointly 
by  the  Section  on  Worship  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Abingdon 
Press,  is  open  to  all  composers,  regard¬ 
less  of  denominational  affiliation. 

Manuscripts  submitted  will  be 
judged  by  a  panel  selected  from  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  The  Fellowship 
of  United  Methodist  Musicians,  and 
Abingdon  Press.  The  winning  manu¬ 
script  will  be  published  by  Abingdon 
Press,  the  publishing  department  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  (The  sponsors  reserve  the  right 
to  decline  to  make  an  award,  if  in 
their  judgment  and  in  the  opinion  of 
the  judges  no  entry  is  worthy  of  the 
award.) 

Deadline  for  the  submission  of 
manuscripts  is  Aug.  1,  1974. 

Official  rules,  entry  blanks,  and 
exact  text  to  be  set  may  be  secured 
from:  Robert  O.  Hoffelt,  Music  Sec¬ 
tion,  Abingdon  Press,  201  8th  Avenue, 
South,  NashviUe,  TN.  37202. 
t 


“middle  class  mentality”  of  United 
Methodism  for  the  task  of  evangelism 
in  the  black  church? 

— What  is  authentic  black  worship? 

Working  papers  will  be  presented 
by:  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden,  Los 
Angeles,  president  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops;  Dr,  Grant 
Shockley,  professor  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  at  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Atlanta;  Dr.  Daniel  C.  Thompson,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  sociology  at  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Dr.  C,  Eric 
Lincoln,  professor  of  religion  and 
philosophy  at  Fisk  University,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.;  and  the  Rev,  William  B. 
McClain,  pastor  of  United  Methodist 
Church,  Boston,  Mass. 
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In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited. 

THE  TEARS  AND  LAUGHTER  OF  FAITH 

Constitutional  crisis  in  our  government  .  .  .  war  in  the  middle  east 
.  .  .  increased  calls  for  impeachment  of  the  President  ,  .  .  energy 
crisis  as  winter  begins  .  .  .  economic  woes  multiply  .  .  . 


Two  reactions,  each  at  the  same  time,  may  be  given  by  persons  of 
faith  to  such  a  time  as  ours.  One  is  to  cry  and  the  other  is  to  “laugh.” 
The  tears  we  know  about;  it  is  the  laughter  that  is  often  misunderstood, 
unrealized  and  unexpressed.  It  seems  flippant  to  speak  of  laughter  in 
such  a  context  as  this.  But  our  faith  insists  that  we  do. 

It  is  not  the  laughter  of  humor  nor  of  hysterical  futility  nor  of 
crazed  cynicism.  It  is  not  the  cheap,  easy  laughter  that  dismisses  the 
anguish  of  the  times  nor  excuses  human  responsibility  in  both  the  cause 
and  the  cure  of  the  ills  of  the  world. 

It  is,  rather,  the  laughter  that  is  made  possible  only  by  faith.  It  is 
the  kind  of  laughter  witnessed  by  the  Psalmist  when,  seeing  that  the  na¬ 
tions  had  conspired  and  kings  and  rulers  had  taken  counsel  together 
against  the  Lord  and  his  annointed,  that  then  “the  Lord  held  them  in 
derision.”  “He  who  sits  in  the  heavens  laughed  .  .  .!”  It  is  the  laughter 
that  reflects  a  faith  that  though  the  mountains  be  cast  in¬ 
to  the  midst  of  the  sea,  the  God  of  mighty  deeds  has  acted  and  in  Jesus 
Christ  has  shown  man  the  way.  Man  can  at  one  and  the  same  time  c^ 
over  the  pain  which  afflicts  persons  and  nations  and  can  laugh  deep  in 
his  soul  because  he  knows  that  the  battle  has  been  fought  and  the  victory 
won. 

Just  words?  Just  frothy,  flowery  rhetoric?  In  a  sense  that  depends 
on  you  and  me,  whether  or  not  we  translate  the  word  of  faith  into  the 
deed  of  faith.  If  such  tears  and  laughter  come  from  lives  that  go  on 
loving,  serving,  working  and  doing  the  faith,  then  they  witness  to  a  gen¬ 
uine  reality.  TTiey  become  the  living  expression  of  the  kind  of  lives  that 
can  be  used  by  God  to  respond  creatively  to  the  challenge  facing  our 
time,  “a  moral  crisis  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  our  nation.” 

The  challenge  is  clear.  It  is  hard  to  remember  a  time  when  the 
need  has  been  greater  for  the  heart-felt  tears  and  deeds  of  love  of  the 
genuinely  compassionate.  It  is  hard  to  recall  when  the  need  was  more 
urgent  for  the  loud,  lusty  laugh  of  faith  to  be  heard  across  the  land. 

Both  are  needed  to  give  heart  to  a  people  fast  being  bewildered  and 
debilitated  by  disillusionment. 
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The  world  looks  on 

Norman  Rockwell  has  a  painting  that  shows  a  little  old  lady  and 
a  small  boy  seated  across  from  each  other  at  a  table  in  a  crowded  res¬ 
taurant,  heads  bowed  and  hands  folded  in  prayer  before  their  simple 
meal.  At  the  next  table  is  a  pair  of  rough-looking  laboring  men,  half¬ 
standing  and  straining  to  look  on  at  this  unashamed  act  of  devotion. 

The  thing  which  catches  your  attention  in  this  scene  is  not  so  much 
the  look  of  reverence  upon  the  old  woman’s  wrinkled  face  as  she  prays, 
or  even  the  simple  beauty  of  the  child’s  act  of  faith.  Rather,  the  striking 
note  in  the  painting  is  that  this  act  of  unabashed  devotion  seems  to  have 
sounded  chords  deep  within  these  outwardly-insensitive  and  hardened 
men;  chords  which  even  they  may  not  have  known  were  there. 

The  men’s  response  reveals  a  strange  combination  of  emotions.  Cur¬ 
iosity,  certainly;  but  more.  There  can  be  carefully  detected  an  intense 
yearning,  a  smoldering,  hopeful  joy.  A  joy  that  there  are  such  people  who 
do  such  things  in  public  in  this  cold  and  harsh  and  unbelieving  world. 

There  is  a  parable  here.  The  church  —  be  it  a  pair  of  Christians  or 
a  working  and  witnessing  congregation  — ■  goes  on  making  it’s  witness 
wherever  it  happens  to  be.  Sometimes  quietly,  sometirnes  vocally  and 
with  vigor,  sometimes  in  the  light  and  other  times  in  the  night;  but  always 
being  faithful.  Always  being  obedient.  And  always  grateful  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  service  and  witness. 

And  as  it  does,  the  world  is  always  blest.  We  may  not  be  conscious 
of  it,  but  it  is  so.  We  can  know  that  this  is  God’s  business  and  that  as  his 
word  does  not  return  to  him  void,  neither  does  the  witness  of  his  children. 
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Look  what  they've  done  to  our  song 

Of  the  many  things  I’m  not,  one  is  a  music  critic.  But  that’s  what 
I’m  fixin’  to  become  in  this  column  today.  A  very  critical  music  critic. 
And  in  becoming  such  I  may  make  a  bunch  of  folk  unhappy,  but  I  just 
must  have  my  say  on  this.  Although  I’m  writing  on  the  side  of  this  page 
which  is  usually  given  to  light-headed  comment,  I  really  mean  these  re¬ 
marks  quite  seriously. 

I’m  talking  about  country  and  western  music  —  at  least  what  is 
passed  off  as  country  and  western  music.  Why  this  topic?  I’ve  wondered 
about  that  too  —  not  being  a  particular  c  &  w  fan  —  for  there  are  cer¬ 
tainly  biager  issues  at  hand.  But  if  you’ll  stay  with  me  a  bit  1 11  try  to  ex¬ 
plain  my  upsetness. 

Since  there’s  no  way  to  ease  in  to  this  criticism,  let  me  state  my 
beef  rather  bluntly.  I  hold  that  a  lot  of  what  passes  as  country  and  west¬ 
ern  music  today  —  and  the  airways  are  filled  with  it  —  is  suggestive, 
cheap  and  sleazy.  It  degrades  both  womanhood  and  manhood  and  makes 
you  feel  uncomfortable  to  listen  to  it.  It’s  favorite  theme  seems  to  be 
cheating  on  your  spouse,  which  little  infraction  is  excused  in  the  name 
of  “love.”  Manhood  is  equated  with  animal  passion  and  woman  exists 
solely  as  a  sex  object.  So  much  of  it  is  crude  at  best  and  pornographic  at 
worst.  As  such,  this  brand  of  “country  and  western”  music  is,  to  put  it 
mildly,  a  disservice  to  the  real  item. 

But  why  get  so  excited.  These  same  observations  could  be  made 
about  so  much  of  what’s  going  on  in  the  world  today,  so  why  get  heated 
over  something  so  relatively  innocent  as  country  music.  What  about 
drugs,  war,  dirty  movies  and  other  forms  of  pornography?  But  the  point 
is  that  none  of  these  pretend  to  be  wholesome  Americana.  Country  and 
western  music  does. 

One  reason  for  these  strong  feelings  is  that  this  music  hitch-hikes  on 
the  reputation  of  the  more  wholesome  rural  America  and  country  church 
atmosphere  which  we  have  associated  with  country  and  western  music 
in  past  years.  One  used  to  associate  country  and  western  with  gospel 
music.  But  try  to  do  that  today  and  see  how  close  you  can  get  with  the 
comparison! 

Another  reason  for  what  some  may  feel  is  an  inordinate  concern  on 
my  part  is  that  this  brand  of  music  seems  so  popular  and  has  no  apparent 
critics.  It  is  given  awards,  applauded  and  encouraged.  It  has  capitalized 
on  the  good  name  of  what  began  as  a  genuine  American  folk  art.  If  I 
were  a  real  old-time  country  and  western  fan  I  would  resent  what  they 
have  done  to  my  song. 

This  evaluation  probably  says  as  much  about  me  as  it  trys  to  say 
about  this  music.  It  may  reveal  me  as  some  kind  of  phony  prude  or  a 
pseudo-sophisticate  or  a  kind  of  music  bigot  or  maybe  even  a  dirty  old 
man  who  is  hearing  things  nobody  is  singing  anyway.  I  may  be  the  only 
one  who  feels  this  way.  I  hope  not. 

Yes,  there  are  bigger  battles  to  be  fought.  But  music  —  all  kinds  — 
is  important  in  the  life  of  a  people.  And  with  the  increasing  popularity 
of  country  and  western  music  it  seems  that  responsible  people  in  the 
business  would  work  for  an  increased  sense  of  social  responsibility. 

Someone  has  said  that  if  you  really  want  to  know  the  soul  of  a 
people,  listen  to  their  music.  If  this  is  true,  I  can  only  hope  that  some¬ 
where  there  are  some  composers  staying  up  nights  to  improve  the  prog¬ 
nosis  for  our  souls. 

t 

THINK- A-G RAM;  “When  little  men  cast  long  shadows  it  is  a  sign  that 
the  sun  is  setting.” 
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The  second  full  week  of  October  was  full  indeed,  and  not  the 
least  item  on  the  calendar  was  the  Natchitoches  District  revival,  where  on 
the  opening  day  we  were  greeted  by  capacity  crowds  with  the  S.R.O.  sign 
evident.  On  Sunday  evening  the  church  was  filled  to  the  last  row  in  the  bal¬ 
cony,  and  at  least  one -third  of  that  crowd  was  under  25  years  of  age.  I 
was  impressed  with  the  presence  of  an  entire  chapter  from  my  college  fra¬ 
ternity.  Seventy -seven  members  and  pledges  from  the  Kappa  Alpha  fra¬ 
ternity  were  occupying  the  first  six  rows  in  front  of  the  pulpit.  This  was 
inspirational  in  itself.  On  Sunday  afternoon  we  held  service  in  Wesley 
Church,  Mansfield,  where  Mr.  Vida  Blue  is  a  distinguished  and  loyally 
supporting  member,  even  though  he  is  absent  for  most  of  the  year.  I  was 
pleased  with  the  crowd  at  Mansfield,  as  well  as  at  Coushatta  and  Winnfield, 
where  other  services  were  held  in  connection  with  the  principal  services  in 
Natchitoches . 

The  tide  of  evangelism  is  running  strong,  and  we  will  hear 
of  our  evangelistic  achievements,  as  the  superintendents  report  at  our 
November  30  cabinet  meeting . 

The  Board  of  Evangelism  informs  us  that  fifty -one  men  of 
this  conference  have  volunteered  to  do  free  evangelistic  work  in  churches 
of  less  than  one  hundred  members .  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  revivals, 
small  WE  CARE  missions,  preaching  missions,  group  and  house  evange¬ 
lism.  If  you  wish  more  information,  write  to  the  Reverend  Joe  McClain  or 
the  Reverend  Carey  Martin. 

There  is  a  new  and  strong  spirit  in  many  of  our  churches, 
and  it  is  beginning  to  be  evident  in  so  many  ways .  Continue  your  prayers 
for  all  the  churches  of  our  conference . 


Churches  urged  to  observe 
Nov.  11  Veteran's  Day 


Churches  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  are  urged  to  plan  memorial  ser¬ 
vices  for  Veteran’s  Day,  which  this 
year  falls  on  Sunday,  Nov.  11.  A  proc¬ 
lamation  extolling  the  observance  of 
this  historic  day  has  been  signed  by 
Louisiana  Governor  Edwin  W.  Ed¬ 
wards. 

All  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Louisiana  are  urged  to  hold  special 
services  on  this  date  to  commemorate 
this  day  in  history,  which  began  as 
Armistice  Day,  1918,  when  the  First 
World  War  finally  came  to  an  end  in 
Versailles,  France. 

Most  communities  have  American 
war  veterans  organizations  of  some 
sort,  and  all  communities  have  vete- 
crans  of  American  wars  in  residence. 


from  page  one 

ST.  PAUL  PRESIDENT 

is  plain  and  simple  that  we  can  do 
only  those  functions  of  the  total  task 
for  which  we  can  pay.”  “The  future  of 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  is  de- 
pendefbt  on  the  adequacy  of  gifts  and 
grants  from  those  whose  dollars  match 
our  dreams,”  stated  Dr.  McElvaney. 

Dr.  McElvancy  was  called  to  Saint 
Paul  from  pastoral  leadership  of  North- 
aven  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas,  where  he  had  served  since 
1967.  He  succeeds  Bishop  Don  W. 
Holter,  who  served  as  the  first  presi¬ 
dent  of  Saint  Paul  from  1958  until  he 
was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1972. 


This  is  a  special  opportunity  for  all  of 
us  to  honor  those  who  have  served  in 
uniform  in  past  years,  and  those  who 
have  given  their  lives  for  the  service 
and  honor  of  their  country. 

All  members  of  church  congrega- 
.  tions  are  invited  to  attend  their  home 
churches  on  this  special  day.  This  is 
also  a  special  opportunity  for  churches 
of  different  denominations  to  share 
their  memorial  services. 
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MISSIONARY  ELMA  ASHBY 
VISITING  LOUISIANA  CHURCHES 

Miss  Elma  Ashby,  missionary  to 
Rhodesia  for  many  years  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  spending  six 
weeks  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  vis¬ 
iting  local  churches  and  other  groups 
which  have  helped  provide  her  sup¬ 
port  in  her  overseas  work.  Miss  Ashby 
arrived  in  the  states  Sept.  14. 

So  far  her  visits  have  included  Noel 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  and  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  West  Monroe  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  She  has  spent  the  last  three  weeks 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  area,  and  is  now 
in  the  New  Orleans  District. 

Miss  Ashby  is  speaking  to  church 
school  classes  and  combined  groups, 
Societies,  Guilds,  and  local  units  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women.  She 
may  be  contacted  through  the  Council 
on  Ministries  Office  in  Shreveport.  TI^ 
number  is  318-868-5362.  She  is  avail¬ 
able  through  the  end  of  October. 


Louisiana  ministerial  student 
recipient  of  ecumenical  award 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  For  the 
eighth  consecutive  year,  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  principal  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agency  will  support  a  theological 
student  in  a  program  of  advanced  ecu¬ 
menical  studies.  For  the  first  year,  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  will  be  provided  for  one  or 
more  persons  from  the  Third  World  to 
participate  in  the  program. 

Announcement  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  1973-74  scholar  at  the  Graduate 
School  of  Ecumenical  Studies,  Bossey,. 
Switzerland  (near  Geneva),  and  of  the 
grant  for  Third  World  participation  in 
the  Bossey  program  were  announced 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston,  New 
York.  He  is  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
with  responsibility  for  its  Ecumenical 
and  Interreligicus  Concerns  Division. 
The  Division  is  the  successor  agency 
to  Che  Commission  on  Ecumenical  Af¬ 
fairs,  which  in  1972  became  part  of 
the  new  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  recipient  of  the  Division’s  scho¬ 
larship  for  the  1973-74  Bossey  pro¬ 
gram  is  Charles  B.  Simmons  of  Frank- 
iinton,  La.,  a  student  at  Candler  School 
of  Theology  at  Emory  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.  He  will  participate  in  the 
program  beginning  Oct.  15  and  run¬ 
ning  through  Feb.  28.  The  theme  willl 
be  “How  can  God  be  said  to  act  in  a 
world  planned  by  man,”  and  will  deal 
with  the  relationship  of  man  and  God 
in  a  technologically  advanced  society 
in  which  there  has  been  failure  on  con¬ 
science  and  ethical  regression.  Dr. 
Huston  said. 

Mr.  Simmons  will  be  one  in  a  suc¬ 


cession  of  about  30  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  have  participated  in  this  in¬ 
ternational  program  of  ecumenical 
studies  since  1953,  with  the  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  and  Interrcligious  Concerns  Divis¬ 
ion  and  its  predecessor  having  provided 
one  or  more  scholarships  annually 
since  1966. 

Mr.  Simmons  was  born  in  DeQuincy, 
La.,  but  spent  most  of  his  early  life 
in  Franklinton.  He  attended  Centen¬ 
ary  College.  Shreveport,  La.,  and  was 
graduated  in  1971  with  a  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  in  religion.  While  in  col¬ 
lege,  he  was  president  of  the  choir,  and 
was  chosen  for  listing  in  “Who’s  Who 
in  American  Colleges  and  Universi¬ 
ties.”  During  college  summers,  he  was 
youth  director  at  three  churches. 

Enrolling  at  Candler  in  August, 
1971,  Mr.  Simmons  is  studying  toward 
the  master  of  divinity  degree.  He  has 
been  associate  pastor  and  choir  direc¬ 
tor  at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church 
in  greater  Atlanta  and  has  sung  in  the 
choir  at  Glenn  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  also  in  Atlanta.  He 
is  a  member  of  'Theta  Phi,  honorary 
society  for  ministers  and  religious 
workers,  the  student  Coordinating 
Council  and  the  Candler  Choraliers. 
He  was  ordained  deacon  in  1972  in 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simmons  (the 
former  Linda  Lee  Garrett  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.)  worked  in  a  “coffee  house” 
ministry  in  New  Orleans  for  three 
months  in  1971. 
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Heritage  Tour  has  space  for  more  persons 


Only  a  few  places  remain  on  the 
1973  UNITED  METHODIST  HER¬ 
ITAGE  TOUR,  departing  Shreveport 
on  Nov.  19.  Over  200  United  Meth¬ 
odists  from  four  states  are  already  en¬ 
rolled,  according  to  the  Rev.  James 
Christie,  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Historical  Society.  When 
the  plane’s  capacity  of  250  is  reached, 
applicants  will  have  to  await  cancella¬ 


tions  by  presently  enrolled  Tour  Mem¬ 
bers.  Base  cost  of  the  9-day  itinerary 
is  $499. 

Anyone  interested  in  joining  the 
Tour  is  advised  to  write:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  Heritage  Tour.  P.  O.  Box  4111, 
Monroe,  La.  71201,  for  a  brochure,  or 
phone  (318)  373-3348  to  reserve  a 
place. 


At  a  Charge  Conference  in  Arcadia,  Oct.  14,  Hulen  C.  Warren, 
Jr.  (third  from  left),  Simsboro,  was  recommended  for  the  license 
to  preach.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hulen  C.  Warren,  Sr.  (left),  stand  with 
their  son  along  with  the  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  Ruston  District  super¬ 
intendent.  The  Rev.  W.  Ed  Parks  is  the  pastor  at  Simsboro. 
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Among  the  entering  students  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
SMU  in  Dallas  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  academic  year  were 
these  young  folk  from  the  Louisiana  Conference.  (Left  to  right) 
James  Hengstenberg,  Leesville;  Carol  Winn  (transferred  to  Clare¬ 
mont);  John  Nelson,  Monroe;  Kenneth  Carroll,  Hammond;  James 
Richardson,  Lake  Charles,  and  Douglas  Cain,  Bossier  City. 
Most  of  the  students  at  Perkins  are  in  one  of  the  following  pro¬ 
grams;  Master  of  Theology,  Master  of  Sacred  Music,  Doctor  ot 
Ministry,  Master  of  Sacred  Theology,  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy- 
offered  jointly  by  Perkins  and  the  graduate  faculty  of  the  School 
of  Humanities  and  Sciences. 


'National  Black  College 
Gospel  Festival'  planned 


ATUySITA,  Ga.  (UMQ— The  first 
of  what  is  hoped  will  be  an  annual 
“National  Black  College  Gospel  Fes¬ 
tival”  will  be  held  here  Thai^sgiving 
weekend  at  the  Booker  T.  Washington 
Gymnasium. 

Black  gospel  choirs  from  several  of 
the  12  United  Methodist  black  col¬ 
leges  as  well  as  gospel  choirs  from 
several  other  black  colleges  have  been 
invited  to  participate. 

Sponsors  for  the  event  include  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  Division  of  Evangelism,  Wor¬ 
ship  and  Stewardship,  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  De¬ 
partment  of  Campus  Ministry,  the 
United  Methodist  Black  College  Fund, 
and  two  ecumenical  groups  to  which 
United  Methodism  is  related:  Min¬ 


istries  to  Blacks  in  Higher  Education 
and  United  Ministries  in  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation. 

The  Rev.  C.  L.  Henderson,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  staff  member  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship,  said  the  festival  is  be¬ 
ing  planned  to  reclaim  the  beauty  and 
richness  of  the  black  religious  heritage 
and  to  validate  the  authenticity  of 
black  gospel  music. 

Among  other  purposes  outlined  by 
the  planning  committee  are: 

•  -to  be  in  ministry  to  black  college 
youth. 


The  Rev.  Ray  Branton 
(center),  co-director  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  Of¬ 
fice,  led  the  Council  of 
First  Church,  Slidell  in 
an  all-day  Annual  Plan¬ 
ning  Retreat  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  13.  Meeting  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harold  Province,  the 
group  determined  priority 
goals  for  1974,  which 
include:  spiritual  re¬ 

newal,  youth  ministries, 
a  year-round  program  of 
stewardship,  people-care 
ministries,  and  family 
communications.  Shown 
with  Mr.  Branton  are 
Randy  Maum  and  Willie 
Packer  (left  and  right). 


The  Rev.  George  W.  Ross  (right),  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  is  the  new  chairman  of  the  State  Drug  Advisory  Council, 
according  to  an  announcement  by  State  Superintendent  of  Education,  Louis 
J.  Michot.  Other  officers  include  (left  to  right)  Dr.  Jim  Holt  of  Shreveport, 
vice  chairman,  and  Mrs.  Helen  Reeds  of  Lake  Charles,  secretary.  Twenty- 
four  community  leaders  representing  every  section  of  Louisiana  serve  on 
the  Council.  The  primary  objective  of  the  council  which  meets  quarterly 
in  the  State  Board  of  Education  Building  at  Baton  Rouge  is  to  help  pre¬ 
vent  drug  abuse  through  education. 
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•  to  build  models  of  worship  that 
will  transform  temporary  emotion  into 
permanent  motion. 

•  to  strengthen  the  bond  between 
the  black  campus  and  the  black 
church. 

•  to  become  aware  of  and  give 
support  to  other  campus  organizations 
whose  aims  are  those  of  conununity 
service  and  campus  solidarity. 


The  festival  will  begin  on  Friday, 
Nov.  23,  and  will  continue  through 
Saturday.  Mr.  Henderson  said  there  is 
a  possibility  of  a  Sunday  afternoon 
celebration,  depending  upon  the  travel 
schedules  of  the  participating  choirs. 
Charges  will  be  made  for  the  general 
public  to  attend  two  evenings  of  “Gos¬ 
pel  Soul”  beginning  at  6  p.m.  Friday 
and  Saturday. 


Persons  attending  Parents  Advisory  Council  meeting  held  at  St.  James 
Day  Care  Center. 


Parents  Do  Care! 

Parents  do  care  about  the  welfare 
of  their  children!  This  was  evident  on 
Oct.  2,  when  the  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Day  Care  Center  held  its 
first  meeting  of  the  Fall  term  with  the 
parents  of  the  children  in  the  center. 

The  meeting  was  well  attended  by 
parents  and  concerned  members  of  the 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church 
family. 

The  program  was  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Rev.  James  Graham,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Shreveport  Metropolitan 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  A  special  feature  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  a  presentation  by  the  Rev. 

J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  pastor  of  St.  James 


United  Methodist  Church.  He  gave  an 
historical  account  of  the  relationship 
between  the  church  and  the  day  care 
center. 

The  director  of  the  center,  Mrs. 
Marie  Douglass,  conducted  the  parents 
and  other  guests  on  a  guided  tour  and 
gave  an  overview  of  the  various  activi¬ 
ties  carried  on  at  the  center.  Plans 
were  made  to  organize  a  parent  ad¬ 
visory  council.  An  organizational 
meeting  will  be  held  Nov.  6  at  7:30  at 
the  St.  James  Day  Care  Center. 

These  parents  care. 

— James  Graham, 
Coordinator 
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“Don’t  get  back  in  those  rocking  chairs.  You’ll  rust. 
And  don’t  die  until  the  Lord  calls  you  home,”  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  over  50  years  old  were  told  at  a  four- 
day  conference  for  older  Baptists.  Baker  James 
Cauthen,  executive  secretary  of  the  denommation’s 
Foreign  MisMon  Board  challenged  them  to  get  out 
of  their  rocking  chairs  and  “get  on  the  ball”  for 
Christ,  to  adopt  a  slogan  “get  involved,”  and  a 
theme  song,  “To  the  Work.” 

A  member  of  the  Quorum  of  12  Apos¬ 

tles,  govemii^  body  of  tlM  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Smuts,  addressing  a  con¬ 
ference  of  the  chun^  urged  young  peo^  to  go 
throu^  thek  record  albums  and  weed  out  re¬ 
cordings  ‘*that  belong  to  the  new  moralky,  the 
Aug  or  the  hard  ro^  culture.”  He  urged  par¬ 
ents  to  show  as  much  interest  in  the  records 
and  tapes  bought  by  their  cldldren  as  tbr^  do 
in  the  IkmAs  and  magazines  they  bring  home. 

The  newly  elected  leader  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
Bishop  John  M.  Allin  of  Mississippi,  has  been  de¬ 
scribed  by  United  Methodist  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes 
of  the  Jackson  Area  as  “Outstanding  churchman, 
man  of  social  concern  and  vision,  deeply  spiritual 
person,  and  a  good  friend.” 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  PuUic  Affairs 
haS  gone  on  record  as  opposing  constitutional 
amendments  that  would  prohibit  abortion.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  James  E.  Wood,  Jr.,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  committee  that  includes  nine  U.S. 
and  Canadian  denominations,  the  action  was 
based  solely  on  the  principles  of  civil  liberties 
and  religious  freedom. 

Missouri  has  no  obligation  to  provide  free  school 
bus  transportation  to  students  at  non-public  schools, 
according  to  a  2-to-l  Federal  District  Court  ruling. 
The  decision  denied  the  request  of  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  parent,  who  lives  in  a  rural  area  near  Jeffer¬ 
son  City,  that  his  children  be  allowed  to  ride  the 
public  school  bus  which  passes  200  feet  from  his 
home  and  also  passes  the  Catholic  parish  school  the 
children  attend.  The  majority  opinion  indicated- 
that,  while  free  bus  transportation  is  permitted  by 
the  U.S.  Constitution,  an  individual  state  is  not 
required  to  furnish  it  to  all  children. 

WilUam  B.  Walton,  Sr.,  president  Hfdiday 
Inns,  Inc.,  has  been  elected  to  the  board  (d 
managers  of  the  American  BUde  Society.  “No 
matter  how  much  man  would  like  to  take  credit 
(for  business  succeats),”  he  said,  “it  was  really 
God  who  did  k.”  W^ton,  a  memb^  of  Second 
Presbyterian  church  in  Memphis,  holds  a  de¬ 
gree  in  law,  and  directs  the  openkions  of  neariy 
1,500  Hol^y  Inns  in  more  than  24  countries 
and  territories.  Holiday  Inns  have  mmie  than 
1,000  cb^lains  <m  c^  to  assist  wkh  the  re¬ 
ligious  and  spiritual  needs  of  both  em^oyees 
and  guests. 

A  series  of  programs  involving  both  clergy  and  laity, 
designed  to  bring  Roman  Catholics  and  United 
Methodists  closer  together  is  planned  by  bishops  of 
the  two  faiths  headquartered  in  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
Revealing  the  plans  were  Bishop  Earl  G,  Hunt,  Jr., 
who  heads  the  United  Methodists’  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference,  and  Roman  Catholic  Bishop 
Michael  J.  Begley.  The  Methodist  Conference  and 
the  Catholic  diocese  cover  45  counties  of  Western 
North  Carolina.  The  bishops  will  conduct  a  joint 
meeting  of  Charlotte  area  clergy  at  Myers  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  Nov.  21. 


The  cancer  rate  among  Seventh-Day  Adventists 
is  half  that  of  the  general  population,  and  the 
National  Cancer  Institute  is  trying  to  find  out 
why.  The  instkute  is  pouring  more  than  $800,- 
000  into  a  five-year  study  at  Loma  Linda 
University,  an  Adventist  school  in  California, 
for  research.  Dr.  Ronald  L.  Phillips,  who  heads 
the  research  team,  believes  the  key  may  lie  in 
the  conservative  church  group’s  dietary  habits. 

The  Sunday  School  movement  is  “on  the  verge  of 
real  expansion”  in  the  evangelical  wing  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Protestantism,  according  to  Donald  C.  Branden¬ 
burg,  of  Whittier,  Calif.,  the  new  executive  director 
of  the  Nat’l.  Sunday  School  Assn.  He  attributes  the 
growth  to  the  fact  that  the  evangelical  denomina¬ 
tions  emphasize  Bible  teaching  “and  this  seems  to 
be  what  people  want.” 

Recent  rec^ients  of  g(dd  medals  awarded  by 
historic  St.  Georgei’s  Church,  PhUadelplua  were 
the  Rev.  Oral  Roberts  of  Tulsa,  (Bda.,  and 
host  church  trustee  A.  Harold  Hopkins.  Chosen 
by  a  special  committee  of  St.  George’s  trustees, 
Hopkjns  received  the  St.  George’s  Gold  Medal, 
mid  Robmis  the  John  Wesley  l^umenical  Med- 
aL  Other  redpienits  have  included  Bishop  Fred 
Pierce  Corson,  Norman  Vincent  Peale  and 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  KroL  A  crowd  of 
500  boi^t  out  the  $10  dinner  tickets  soon  af¬ 
ter  Robots  wasi  announced  as  the  honoree. 

Pope  Paul  declared  frohi  Vatican  City  that  he  is 
strongly  convinced  that  the  modem  world’s  fore¬ 
most  need  is  “to  leam  again  how  to  pray — ^to  ex¬ 
press  itself  before  God.”  Dwelling  at  length  upon 
the  “nightmare”  of  war  in  the  Middle  East,  the 
pontiff  noted  modem  man’s  “reluctance  to  address 
God  through  prayers.”  He  said  “Today’s  .  .  .  man 
considers  himself  self-sufficient,  without  any  need 
of  God.  A  typical  man  of  today,  a  disciple  of  to¬ 
day’s  views,  affirms  that  he  does  not  need  God 
because  science  and  technology  provide  all  the 
answers  to  his  questions.” 


North  Carolina’s  United  Methodist  Bishops 
Earl  G.  Hunt  and  Robert  M.  Blackb.um  have 
joined  other  religious  leaders  in  opposing  leg¬ 
alization  of  liquor  by  the  drink  in  a  statewide 
referendum  Nov.  6.  Bishop  Hunt  said  he  could 
not  “bring  myself  to  approve  any  change  of 
policy  which  will  result  in  a  wider  use  of  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  drugs  plaguing  human 
society.” 

Dr.  George  G.  Beazley,  Jr.,  59,  chief  ecumenical 
officer  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
and  immediate  past-chairman  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union,  died  Oct.  7  in  Moscow  of  an  ap¬ 
parent  heart  attack  while  on  an  official  visit  to 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church.  Dr.  Beasley  was 
known  around  the  globe  for  his  ecumenical  activi¬ 
ties. 

Cliief  Minister  M.  Kaninanidhi  of  Tamil  Nadu 
State  has  called  on  the  Indian  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  “introduce^’  total  prohibition  of  alcohol 
throughout  the  country.  Speaking  at  an  observ¬ 
ance  of  the  104th  birthday  of  Mahatma 
Gandhi,  he  quoted  the  ascetic  father  of  the 
nation  who  once  said  that  alcoholic  drink  was 
“more  damnable  than  thievery  and  perhaps 
even  prostitution.” 

Father  Theodore  M.  Hesburgh,  C.S.C.,  president 
of  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  who  last  year 
resigned  as  chairman  of  the  U.S.  Commission  on 
Civil  Rights,  proposed  that  the  scope  of  the  com¬ 
mission  be  enlarged  to  provide  scrutiny  of  inter¬ 
national  human  rights,  issues  and  concerns.  He 
cautioned  against  an  “overconcentration”  on  inter¬ 
national  affairs  at  the  expense  of  the  nation’s  in¬ 
ternal  problems.  Father  Hesburgh,  who  urged  pass¬ 
age  of  several  pending  resolutions  in  the  House 
which  would  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  in  advancing  human  rights  globally,  also  ad¬ 
vocated  the  designation  of  a  world  High  Commis¬ 
sion  for  Human  Rights. 

More  than  400  delegates  representing  almost 
eveiy  denomination  in  Scotland  attend^  a  con¬ 
ference  on  evangelism  at  St.  Andrew’s  Univer¬ 
sity.  Capt.  Stephen  Anderson,  chairman,  de¬ 
scribed  the  three-day  event  as  “a  unique  as¬ 
sembly  in  the  annals  of  Scottish  church  history.” 
The  conference  evolved  from  an  experience 
which  several  Scots  gained  in  Amsterdam, 
Holland,  during  1971,  when  they  attended  the 
European  Congress  on  Evangelism. 

WAR  AREAFROMSPACE 

This  photo,  mode  from 
175  miles  above  the  earth 
by  Gemini  astronauts  in 
the  1960s,  focuses  on  the 
Middle  East  area,  where 
war  is  raging  between 
Israel  and  three  Arab 
countries.  Dr.  Robert  W. 
Huston,  chief  ecumenical 
officer  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  sum¬ 
med  up  the  feelings  of 
many  Christian  leaders 
in  his  message  to  the 
American  Jewish  com¬ 
munity:  "In  the  midst  of 
prayers  for  peace  in  the 
Middle  East  which  will 
conserve  Israel’s  exist¬ 
ence,  please  know  that 
many  Christian  hearts  go 
out  to  you  in  this  travesty 
on  Yom  Kippur."  When 
fighting  broke  out  Oct.  6 
synagogues  in  Israel  and 
the  U.S.  were  filled  with 
worshippers  observing 
the  Day  of  Repentance, 
Yom  Kippur,  holiest  day 
on  the  Jewish  Calendar. 
(RNS  Photo) 
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BUILD  A  BRIDGE O  M  r^CONSTRUYA  UN  PUENTE 


a  bridge  from  the  past. . . 


On  oppositB  sid6S  of  the  Rio  Grande  River  stand  two  cities  of  comparable 
size.  Their  populations  total  more  than  850,000. 

On  the  north  bank  of  the  river  is  El  Paso,  Texas,  with  a  population  that  is 
approximately  half  Mexican-Americari. 

On  the  south  bank  of  the  river  is  Ciudad,  Juarez,  Chihuahua,  Mexico, 
with  a  population  that  is  essentially  Mexican. 

Joined  by  three  international  bridges,  these  two  cities  have  a  constant 
flow  of  tourists  going  into  Mexico,  and  Juarez  residents  coming  to  work,  to 
shop  and  to  go  to  school  in  El  Paso. 

Mingled  among  the  daily  traffic—  on  foot,  by  bus  and  automobile-are 
hundreds  of  students  on  their  way  to  school  at  Lydia  Patterson  Institute, 
located  in  South  El  Paso,  within  walking  distance  of  one  of  the  international 
bridges  that  spans  the  Rio  Grande. 


Pictured  above  is  Lydia  Patterson,  for 
whom  the  Institute  is  named.  Mrs. 
Patterson  was  a  member  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  El  Paso. 
She  joined  with  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  F. 
Corbin,  pioneer  missionaries  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  South,  in  serving  the 
Mexican  people  in  El  Paso.  With  the 
Corbins  she  served  in  the  Effie  Edding¬ 
ton  School  for  Mexican  girls  prior  to 
the  1914-17  Mexican  revolution.  The 
Eddington  School,  founded  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  El  Mesias  Methodist  Church, 
was  the  fore-runner  of  L.  P.  I. 


As  a  part  of  the  Centenary  movement 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  South,  the  Frank 
and  Jennie  Mitchell  Annex  was  added 
to  the  L.P.I.  campus  in  1920.  The 
building  was  primarily  the  gift  of  the 
Mitchell  family  of  Marfa,  Texas,  as  a 
memorial  to  their  parents.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Mitchell  were  pioneers  in 
the  Methodist  movement  in  the  El 
Paso  area.  The  cornerstone  from  the 
original  building  is  mounted  in  the 
wall  of  the  new  plant,  built  in  1964. 
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.  .to  the  present 


Dr.  Noe  E.  Gonzales  has  been  president  of  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  since 
June,  1970.  Prior  to  his  coming  to  L.P.I.  he  served  for  11  years  in  local 
church  and  college  campus  pastorates  and  then  for  two  years  as  a  District 
Superintendent  in  the  Rio  Grande  Conference. 

As  the  first  native-born  Mexican-American  president  of  L.P.I.,  Dr.  Gon¬ 
zales  has  worked  closely  with  the  Committee  on  Long  Range  Goals  and  has 
provided  responsible  leadership  for  the  new  directions  of  L.P.I. 

In  evaluating  the  60  years  that  have  gone  into  the  development  of  L.P.I. 
by  United  Methodists  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  he  said,  "We  have 
a  splendid  $1.6  million  debt  free  facility  at  L.  P.  I.  We  are  grateful  to  the 
many  who  have  made  this  a  reality. 

"We  have  a  dedicated  and  well  trained  staff  which  provides  student- 
centered  instruction  for  600  Junior  High,  Senior  High  and  pre-ministerial 
students. 

"Our  possibilities  to  continue  at  our  present  level  of  service  during  the 
1972-73  school  year  at  L.P.I.  will  be  determined  by  the  $140,000  in  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  commitments  accepted  by  the  annual  conferences  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

"A  second  and  equally  important  goal  for  the  future  of  L.P.I.  lies  in  the 
development  of  a  $5  million  endowment  program  which  we  have  been 
authorized  to  begin. 

"The  endowment  program  will  provide  our 
Pre-Ministerial  Department  with  the  resources  it 
needs  to  continue  its  contributions  to  life  on  the 
campus  and  in  the  life  of  the  Church. 

"The  endowment  development  will  also  give  L.P.I. 
the  capability  to  go  forward  with  the  strongest 
Christian  oriented  education  program  on  the  Mexican 
border.  It  will  provide  a  major  span  to  bridge  the  two 
cultures  which  merge  along  the  Rio  Grande  and 
center  at  El  Paso  and  Juarez.” 


Since  its  founding,  L.P.I.  has  made 
the  Christian  ethic  its  basic  approach 
to  a  full  and  enriched  life.  Five  United 
Methodist  Ministers  are  on  the 
faculty.  Chaplain  Francisco  Gaytan 
coordinates  the  efforts  of  staff  and 
students  in  continuing  this  tradition. 


The  Chapel  is  more  than  an  integral  part  of  the  L.P.I. 
building  complex.  It  is  a  center  which  provides  those  high 
moments  on  campus  in  the  religious  life  of  students  and 
faculty.  Services  are  held  regularly  during  the  week  for 
students  and  staff. 

In  1964  the  Chapel  and  education  buildings  were  opened  to 
house  classrooms,  library,  cafeteria  and  administrative 
offices. 
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In  1967  the  Field  House  was  added  to  the  campus. 

The  Field  House  provides  an  area  for  the  strong  emphasis 
L.P.I.  has  traditionally  given  to  physical  development, 
recreation  and  forensic  activities.  A  hard  surface  outdoor 
activities  area  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Field  House. 

Dr.  Noe  E.  Gonzales,  pictured  at  left,  was  born  in 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  and  completed  his  public  school 
education  there.  He  received  his  B.A.  degree  from  Mc- 
Murry  College  in  1954  and  his  B.D.  degree  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  1957.  In  1971,  McMurry  College  cited  him  for 
his  achievements  with  a  D.D.  degree.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gon¬ 
zales  have  three  children:  Noemi  Ruth,  Norma  Iris  and 
Efraim  Daniel.  r 


A  high  percentage  of  these 
students  coming  across  the  bridge 
to  a  United  Methodist  school  is 
from  Roman  Catholic  families.  But 
they  and  their  parents  know  that  if 
they  can  learn  English  as  a  second 
language  it  is  their  bridge  to  higher 
education  or  a  possibility  for  a  job 
in  an  area  where  there  are  not 
enough  jobs  to  go  around. 

In  the  60  years  since  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute  has  opened  its 
doors  the  school  has  built  a 
reputation  throughout  Mexico  and 
the  Southwest  for  its  Christian 
atmosphere  and  character 
building. 

On  the  campus,  students  from 
Juarez  are  joined  by  scores  of 
Mexican-American  students  who 
live  in  the  densely  populated 
Mexican-American  area  that 
completely  surrounds  the  one- 
block-square,  neatly  kept  L.  P.  I. 
campus. 

There  are  no  trees,  there  are  no 
shrubs,  there  is  no  lawn.  The  small 
playing  field  has  been  surfaced 
with  asphalt. 

But  there  is  a  twin  level  complex 
of  new,  modern,  two-story 
classroom  buildings  linked  by  a 
chapel  and  a  multi-purpose  field 
house  adjacent  to  them.  , 

Two  yellow  school  buses  stand 
under  the  hot  sun  inside  the  court 
yard.  One  is  a  1954  model  Dodge; 
the  other  bus  recently  acquired  is  a 
1965  Ford. 

Inside  the  buildings  are  well 
equipped  classrooms,  a  carefully 
catalogued  library,  clean  restrooms 
and  a  cafeteria  where  it  is  made 
possible  for  a  student  to  have  a 
well  prepared  noon  meal. 

Most  important  of  all  to  the 
students  are  the  teachers  in  every 
classroom  who  can  speak  Spanish, 
who  know  the  cultural  background 
of  the  students  and  accept  them. 

Some  of  the  teachers  are  brown, 
some  are  black,  some  are  white, 
and  there  is  a  man  and  wife  team 
whose  native  land  is  India. 

The  34  member  faculty  of  L.  P.  I. 
is  committed  to  teaching  students 
on  the  level  of  their  need.  This 
tradition  is  one  which  began  in  the 
basement  of  El  Mesias  Methodist 
Church  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
school  in  1913. 

L.P.I.  was  founded  to  help  young 
men  prepare  for  the  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and 
continues  to  emphasize  its  Pre- 
Ministerial  Department. 

The  tuition  fee  is  the  lowest  of 
any  school  in  or  near  El  Paso. 
Scholarship  provisions  have  always 
been  made  for  serious  students 
who  could  not  otherwise  afford  to 
attend  school. 

This  policy  for  needy  students 
still  prevails  and  has  made  it 
possible  for  thousands  of  students 
to  further  their  education  in  the  60 
years  of  service  L.  P.  I.  has  given  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Southwest. 


LYDIA  PATTERSON  INSTITUTE 


BUILD  A  BRIDGE^ 

^  CONSTRUYA  UN  PUENTE  LY  LJl 

a  bridge  of  education 


Each  morning  students 

cross  this  bridge 


Geographically,  the  students  at  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  come  from  Juarez,  El  Paso] 
and  the  border  towns  nearby. 

Culturally,  those  from  south  of  the  border  come  from  the  homes  of  families  who  can] 
provide  some  resources  to  help  pay  their  children's  school  expense. 

Students  north  of  the  border  who  come  to  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  are  from  homes] 
in  south  El  Paso  within  walking  distance  of  the  school.  It  is  the  most  crowded] 
depressed  area  in  El  Paso.  Families  who  live  there  are  usually  near  the  bottom  rungc 
the  economic  ladder.  They  can  only  give  their  children  encouragement  that  through  the] 
United  Methodist  Church  School  at  517  South  Florence  Street,  they  can  find  a  chance] 
one  day,  to  move  away. 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute  provides  the  foundation 

fora  3- level  bridge 


Library 


,1^ 


Science  Lab 


Language  Lab 


Typing  Class 


Intermediate  Classroom 


Graduation 


The  library  is  the  center  to  which 
students  at  every  grade  level  turn  for 
resources  to  help  them  interpret  and 
expand  their  classroom  learning  ex¬ 
periences  and  textbook  assignments. 

The  13,000  volumes  it  contains  limit  its 
resources  in  the  data  available  as  well  as 
the  number  of  students  it  can  ac¬ 
commodate. 

That  it  can  operate  to  a  maximum  of  its 
capability  has  been  achieved  through  its 
professionally  trained  librarian,  Mrs. 

Ethlyn  P.  Rolfe,  and  her 
assistant.  Miss  Dorothy 
Little. 

Both  came  to  the 
staff  after  they  had 
retired.  They  have 
carefully  catalogued 
every  book,  numbered 
all  volumes,  and 
arranged  them  in 
stacks  where  the 
students  can  soon 
become  familiar  with 
standard  library 
procedures. 

Asked  to  state  the 
most  urgent  need 
when  she  came  to  the  staff,  Mrs.  Rolfe 
said,  "A  card  catalogue  file.  But  that  was 
a  $200.00  item  and  there  were  no  funds. 

“Then  one  day  we  received  a  letter 
from  a  United  Methodist  Youth  group 
asking  what  they  could  help  us  with  at 
the  school. 

“Three  months  went  past  and  we 
began  to  think  that  a  $20O.OO  card 
catalogue  file  was  more  than  they  could 
supply. 

“Just  before  the. fall  term  began  their 
second  letter  came  with  $215.00  and  an 
explanation  that  they  had  made  it  their 
summer  project  and  were  sorry  it  had 
taken  them  so  long." 

Mrs.  Rolfe’s  experience  is  one  that 
many  of  the  longtime  staff  members  have 
had  since  the  new  modern  classrooms 
were  occupied  in  1964. 

Today,  classrooms  are  well  equipped 
and  staffed  with  teachers  who  can 
provide  a  bridge  of  learning  for  a  much 
larger  segment  of  people  along  the  Rio 
Grande  as  soon  as  operational  funds  are 
available  for  them  to  expand  the  school’s 
program. 

Extra  Curricular  Activities 

The  classroom  and  the  athletic 
program  at  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  are 
supplemented  with  a  strong  emphasis  on 
extracurricular  activities  to  enrich  the 
cultural  mixof  the  school. 

In  the  fall  there  is  Homecoming.  In  the 
spring  the  Fiesta. 

In  addition,  to  faculty  members’ 
sponsoring  each  class,  they  also  sponsor 
16  student  groups  and  clubs. 


Intermediates 

The  student  level  begins  with  the  seventh  and  eighth  grade  intermediate  classes. 
Approximately  20  percent  of  the  student  body  is  in  the  intermediate  group.  In¬ 
termediates  and  senior  high  students  do  not  live  on  campus. 


Senior  High 

The  Senior  High  School  begins  with  the  ninth  grade  and  offers  a  four  year  course  of 
study.  Graduates  are.  accepted  by  colleges  on  the  same  basis  as  public  school 
students. 


Pre-Ministerial 

Pre-ministerial  students  may  enroll  at  a  pre-college  level.  However,  most  students 
are  on  a  degree  program  which  combines  courses  at  L.P.I.  and  the  University  of 
Texas  at  El  Paso.  Pre-ministerial  students  live  at  the  school. 


what  it  will  take  from  ya 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction's  govern! 


Conference 

1973 

Apportionment 

Bishop 

Little  Rock 

7,000 

Eugene  M.  Frank 

North  Arkansas 

7,000 

Eugene  M.  Frank 

Central  Texas 

8,000 

W.  McFerrin  Stowe 

North  Texas 

9,000 

W.  McFerrin  Stowe 

Texas 

14,000 

Paul  V.  Galloway 

Kansas  East 

7,000 

Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr 

Kansas  West 

8,000 

Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr 

Louisiana 

9,000 

Finis  A.  CrutchfieU 

Missouri  East 

7,000 

Robert  E.  Goodricti 

Missouri  West 

8,000 

Robert  E.  Goodncli 

Nebraska 

9,000 

Don  W.  Holter 

New  Mexico 

10,000 

Alsie  H.  Carleton 

Northwest  Texas 

13,000 

Alsie  H.  Carleton 

Oklahoma 

14,000 

Paul  W.  Milhouse 

Okla.  Indian  Mission 

1,000 

Paul  W.  Milhouse 

Rio  Grande 

1,000 

0.  Eugene  Slater 

Southwest  Texas 

8,000 

0.  Eugene  Slater 

Officers 


Executi' 


Chairman 

Bishop  Alsie  H.  Carleton 


Secretary 

Mrs.  Wilbur  E.  Longstreth 


Members  at  Large 

Dr.  Brodace  Elkins 


Miguel  F.  Avina 

Rev.  Clyde  Chestnutt 

Frank  Ciriza 
Rev.  Gilberto  Diaz 
Royal  Furgeson 
Rev.  Leonard  Gilling''i3' 
Rev.  Luis  C.  Gomez 
Ed.  F.  Imie 


60th  anniversary 


Wilton  H.  Fair 
Dr.  Charles  E.  McEowen 
Dr.  Ralph  H.  Seiler 
Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts 
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a  bridge  to  others 


to  build  strong  bodies 


Seated  at  his  desk  in  the  photo  at  right  is  Athletic 
Director  Philip  Martinez,  a  Texas  Western  University 
graduate. 

Mr.  Martinez  teaches  physical  education  and  is  head 
basketball  coach.  During  his  six  years  on  the  staff,  L.P.I. 
basketball  teams  have  set  an  enviable  \won-lost  record 
in  Texas  and  Mexico. 

In  the  1972-73  season  L.P.I.  won  two  regional 
basketball  invitational  tournaments. 

Alfonso  Medosa,  a  1971  graduate,  was  chosen  as  a 
High  School  All  American  basketball  player. 

Coach  Leeford  Fant,  pictured  with  Coach  Martinez,  is 
also  a  graduate  of  Texas  Western  University. 

He  coaches  track  and  baseball  and  is  assistant 
basketball  coach. 

The  L.P.I.  track  team  took  top  honors  in  invitational 
meets  last  spring, 

Enrique  Licon,  a  recent  graduate  of  the  school,  has 
been  signed  to  a  baseball  contract  by  the  San  Francisco 
Giants  and  is  playing  AAA  baseball  in  Mexico. 


The  school's  athletic  program  has  a  high 
level  of  participation  and  support  from  the 
students.  With  a  total  athletic  budget  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $4,000  per  year,  events  scheduled 
away  from  the  school  must  be  limited  and 
carefully  planned. 

Invitations  for  track  meets,  basketball  and 
baseball  games  which  require  long  trips  and 
over-night  lodging  must  be  declined  unless 
there  is  a  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  area 
that  can  host  the  team. 

However,  students  are  encouraged  by  the 
school  to  participate  in  the  athletic  program  to 
learn  good  health  habits  and  body  discipline. 


Students  in 

pre-ministerial 

program. 


The  Pre-Ministerial  Department  offers 
English  as  a  Second  Language  course  for  high 
school  and  college  students  who  have  made  a 
decision  for  the  ministry  or  a  church-related 
vocation. 

The  college  students  pictured  above  are  in 
the  Pre-Ministerial  Department  and  also  at¬ 
tend  classes  at  the  University  of  Texas  at  El 
Paso  as  a  part  of  their  degree  plan. 

Rev.  Francisco  Gaytan,  pictured  at  right,  is 
Pre-Ministerial  Director.  He  joined  the  staff  of 
L.P.I.  in  1956.  He  received  his  B.A.  degree  at 
Sul  Ross  University  and  his  M.A.  degree  from 
the  University  of  Texas  at  El  Paso. 

He  teaches  Bible  and  Government  in  the 
High  School  and  Pre-Ministerial  Department 
and  serves  as  school  chaplain  and  counselor. 

L.P.I.  works  closely  with  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference  in  the  recruitment  and  training  of 
students  for  full  time  church  vocations. 


Rev.  Francisco  Gaytan 

Chaplain 


If 


to  begin  this  bridge  —  and  to  finish  it 
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Area  Representatives 


Clergy 


uti' 


Joseph  E.  Taylor 
Eten  F.  Jordan 

Dr  W.  E.  Underwood 
Dr.  Bruce  Weaver 

Dr,  Lamar  S.  Clark 

Dr  Judd  H.  Jones 
J|Karl  Jones 


Dr  James  B.  McKelvey 
Dr  A.  Fritz  Mutti 

Dr.  Nye  0.  Bond 

Jack  R,  Wallis 
JJck  R.  Wallis 

R.  J.  Featherstone 

Dr.  Roy  D.  Barton 
■lick  D.  Heacock 


tf.J 


'Martinez 

pR^irez 
j®do|Soltero 
N  Stewart 
^-Jhitfield 
Vis 


Laity 


Mrs.  Winston  Faulkner 
Mrs.  Homer  H.  Fulbright 

Mrs.  Amon  Carter,  Jr. 
Robert  L.  Dillard,  Jr. 

Robert  W.  Hervey 

Mrs.  Donald  D.  Hines 
Dale  Breit 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan 

Taylor  Miles 
Dr.  Ralph  Scott 

Mervyn  Schliefert 

Gary  D.  Reagan 
Dr,  W.  S.  Rhode 

LT.  Hicks 


Dr.  David  Alvirez 
Mrs.  0.  B.  Coe 


Other  Representatives 

Dr.  Duane  Bruce 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Ferris 
Dr.  John  W.  Hardt 
Ms.  Minnie  Stein 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute 

Dr.  Noe  E.  Gonzales 
Rev.  Franuiscc  Gaytan 


Prior  to  his  election  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  Bishop  Alsie  H. 
Carleton  of  the  Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico  Area 
served  as  head  of  the  Long  Range  Goals  Committee 
for  L.P.I. 

Said  Bishop  Carleton,  "The  modern  facilities  and 
competent  faculty  at  L.  P.  I.  are  both  geared  to  the 
church  in  mission  between  two  cultures.  This  is  not  a 
new  role  for  L.  P.  I. 

"United  Methodists  who  have  had  a  working  or 
supporting  relationship  with  L.  P.  I.  are  aware  that 
L.  P.  I.  has  been  performing  its  unique  ministry  for  60 
years. 

"The  Advance  Special  support  for  the  conferences 
in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  total  $140,000  for 
the  1973-74  school  year.  This  amount  represents 
approximately  40  percent  of  the  $353,882  for  the  op¬ 
erational  budget  for  L.  P.  I. 

"These  conference  Advance  Special  monies  also 
represent  an  opportunity  for  600  deserving  students 
to  get  a  quality  education  that  can  put  them  in  mission 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  building  a  bridge 
of  Christian  understanding  between  two  cultures  in 
our  world  today.” 


Bishop  Alsie  H.  Carleton 


The  Annual  Conferences’  table  of  Advance  Special  support  at  the  left  indicates  the  total  commitment  of  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  to  the  support  of  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  for  1973. 

This  total  of  $140,000  for  this  year  is  the  amount  agreed  upon  when  the  Jurisdictional  Board,  which  governs  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute,  authorized  a  total  operating  budget  of  $353,882  for  operating  the  school  this  year. 

It  is  a  minimal  amount  and  reflects  a  cutback  in  national  and  jursidictional  support  of  29  percent  in  the  past  two  years. 
These  necessary  reductions  have  brought  limitations  at  the  school  under  which  it  is  not  possible  for  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  to  meet  her  commitment  of  service  and  purpose  for  the  United  Methodist  Church  on  the  Mexican  Border. 
Further  delay  in  funding  the  school  on  a  firm  footing  will  result  in  a  loss  of  the  60  years  of  strong  leadership  she  has  given 
to  the  Mexican-American  culture  of  the  Southwest. 

HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP 
With  a  cash  gift  for  operational  budget  support. 

With  an  endowmentgift  that  will  help  establish  her  $5  million  goal. 


With  a  student  scholarship  as  listed  under  fee  schedule,  page  4. 
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BUILD  A  BRIDGE  Ml^  CONSTRUYA  UN  PUENTE 


a  bridge  of  Christian  love 


Mr.  Jose  Humberto  Mireles  Rev.  Harry  G.  Kahl 

Principal  O'".  Noe  E.  Gonzales  Assistant  Principal 
President 

In  his  three  year  tenure  as  President  of  L.  P.  I.,  Dr.  Gonzales 
has  developed  a  strong  personal  relationship  with  faculty, 
students  and  staff. 

Says  Dr.  Gonzales,  "There  is  a  long  established  tradition  at 
Lydia  Patterson  that  dedication  to  our  purpose  transcends  all 
other  capabilities  in  meeting  the  needs  of  students  who  come 
here." 

Teachers  and  staff  at  L.  P.  I.  are  paid 
approximately  25  per  cent  less  than 
comparable  positions  pay  in  the  El  Paso 


Mr.  Alberto  Cardenas 
Business  Manager 

Mr.  Cardenas,  as  business 
manager,  carries  a  major  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the 
school. 

Last  year  L.  P.  I.  was  faced  with  a 
$13,500  cutback  in  budget  ap¬ 
portionments  by  the  National 
Division  and  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction's  Advance  Specials. 


Public  Schools. 

On  Dr.  Gonzales'  right  is  school 
principal  Mr.  Jose  Humberto  Mireles. 
Following  his  graduation  from  L.  P.  I., 
Mr.  Mireles  took  his  B.A.  at  the 
University  of  Texas,  El  Paso,  and  his 
M.A.  at  the  Sorbonne,  Paris,  France. 

He  has  been  on  the  faculty  for  six 
years. 

On  Dr.  Gonzales'  left  is  Rev.  Harry  G. 
Kahl,  assistant  principal.  Mr.  Kahl  is  a 
graduate  of  Oklahoma  City  University 
and  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

He  is  a  chairman  of  the  Curriculum 
Committee,  Student  Activities  Director 
and  Bible  Instructor. 


fee  schedule 


night  school  ESL  for  adults 

ESL  (English  as  a  Second  Language)  is  a  major 
educational  offering  for  adults  in  night  school  at  L.P.I. 

In  the  city  of  Juarez,  Spanish  is  the  native  language  of 
the  people.  In  El  Paso,  approximately  one-half  of  the 
residents  have  a  Mexican  heritage. 

The  merging  of  commerce,  tourism,  employment  and 
educational  opportunities  for  the  residents  of  this 
850,000  population  metroplex  requires  a  bilingual 
capability. 

For  60  years  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  has  taken  a 
leading  role  as  architect  of  the  language  learning  bridge 
that  is  the  vital  span  which  links  these  two  cultures 
along  the  Rio  Grande. 


The  faculty-student  ties  at  L.P.I.  are  closely  woven  together 
through  the  participation  in  school  activities  as  well  as 
classroom  relationships. 

Teachers  from  Spain,  India,  South  America  and  Mexico  add 
richness  and  depth  to  the  structure  of  L.P.I. 

Each  teacher  brings  something  special  to  the  school  in  his 
own  way. 

A  high  percentage  of  the  34  faculty  members  has  graduate 
degrees.  Several  are  working  on  advanced  degree  programs  at 
the  University  of  Texas  at  El  Paso. 

L.  P.  I.  is  fully  accredited  by  the  Texas  Education  Agency  and 
the  Southern  Assdciation  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 

Four  of  the  L.  P.  I.  faculty  are  graduates  of  the  school  who  have 
completed  their  college  work  and  returned  to  the  campus  to 
teach. 


Adults  from  El  Paso  and  Juarez  meet  together  at  night  at 
L.P.I.  to  build  a  bridge  that  will  help  them  span  the  language 
barrier  that  separates  their  two  cultures. 


Pre-Ministerial  Scholarships 

Out  of  state  students  L.P.I.  is  a  ministry  of  love 


Day  School 

Junior  and  Senior  High  School 

Full  tuition  scholarship  270.00 

Half  tuition  scholarship  135.00 

Tuition  for  day  school  students  was 
increased  to  $30.00  per  month  this 
fall.  Although  the  increase  was 
necessary,  L.P.I.  must  exercise 
great  care  in  this  area,  or  it  will 
exclude  those  who  have  least  and 
need  help  most. 

Night  School 

For  one  term  108.00 

7t  was  also  necessary  to  increase 
night  school  fees  beginning  with  the 
fall  term. 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  a  ministry  of  love  —  from  you  to  those  hundreds  of 
children  who  earnestly  want  to  grow.  For  60  years,  L.P.I.  has  been  known  throughout 
Mexico  and  the  Southwest  for  its  Christian  atmosphere  and  the  building  of  character. 
From  its  classrooms  have  come  ministers  and  lay-persons,  highly-motivated 
Christians  committed  to  sharing  God's  love  with  others. 

El  Paso,  the  geographic  center  of  the  Spanish-speaking  world  of  the  Southwest,  is 
also  the  confluence  of  two  cultures.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  shares  this  importance 
as  a  center  for  educationally  challenging  young  people  of  two  nations.  Bridges  of 
love,  appreciation,  and  acceptance  span  the  lives  of  all  who  study  together. 

L.P.I.,  owned  by  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
depends  greatly  upon  Advance  Special  gifts  of  love  from  our  churches  in  this 
eight-state  area.  Without  such  expressions  of  concern,  there  would  be  no  scholar¬ 
ships  —  fewer  books  in  the  library  —  no  help  for  hungry  young  people  at  lunch  —  no 
opportunities  for  the  many  who  come  to  study  at  night  after  working  all  day.  Your 
shared  love  through  mission  outreach  helps  to  turn  on  the  lights,  feed  spiritually, 
mentally,  and  physically  those  in  need,  open  new  worlds  to  young  minds,  and  give 
inspiration  to  all  who  seek.  Thank  you  for  sharing  of  yourself  in  the  name  of  Christ  in 
this  venture  of  faith  and  witness. 

_ _ _  Kenneth  R.  McIntosh 

Field  Representative  for  The  Advance 
South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 


The  Rev.  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  L.P.I. 


BUILD  A  BRIDGE  O  M  CONSIRUVA  UN  PUENTE 


Amount  of  gift 


With  a  cash  gift  for  current  operations  

L.P.I.  is  facing  a  $13,500  income  decrease  in  budget  operations  money  this  year  due 

to  the  cutback  in  national  and  jurisdictional  apportionments.  r. 

With  a  Pre-Ministerial  Scholarship  of  $  880.00  - - - 

Out  of  state  scholarships  are  1,182.00  - 

With  a  full  tuition  day  school  scholarship  270.00  - 

Half-tuition  scholarships  are  135.00  - - — 

Buy  a  student’s  lunch  for  one  month  10.00 - ^ - - 

Clip  and  mail  this  form  with  your  check  to  your  Conference  Treasurer  for  local  church  Advance  Special  credit  or 
mail  your  gift  directly  to: 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  P.O.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  Texas  79940 

_ _  Street  — — - - 
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Don’t  press  ‘decisions  for  Christ’ 
on  small  children,  says  psychiatrist 


ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  Deci¬ 
sions  to  “accept  Christ  as  Savior” 
should  not  be  forced  on  very  small 
children,  a  St.  Cloud,  Minn.,  psychia¬ 
trist  and  Sunday  school  teacher  told 
two  conferences  on  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  here. 

“I  believe  that  when  a  child  up  to 
the  age  of  five  or  six  accepts  Christ, 
it  is,  in  many  occasions  at  least,  satis¬ 
fying  the  needs  of  the  adult  urging  the 
decision  more  than  it  is  the  child’s,” 
said  Dr.  Paul  L.  Warner. 

“It  is  my  belief,”  he  added,  “that 
God  in  His  mercy  understands  at  what 
age  a  child  is  accountable  and  that  ini 
general  that  age  is  when  a  child  can 
hear  the  Word  and  then  come  and  say 
to  a  parent  or  Sunday  school  teacher, 
‘I  want  to  have  Christ  as  my  Savior.’  ” 

Dr.  Warner,  a  Sunday  school  teach¬ 


er  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  St. 
Cloud,  gave  two  lectures  at  a  National 
Christian  Education  Seminar  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Sunday  School 
Association.  He  repeated  them  at  the 
1973  Minnesota  Sunday  School  Con¬ 
vention  that  followed  the  seminar. 

Dr.  Warner  said  it  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  in  his  practice  “to  have  people’ 
come  to  me  with  marked  confusion  in’ 
their  minds  because  of  having  made  a 
‘commitment  too  early  in  life.’  ”  He 
said  they  had  “been  quizzed  by 
an  evangelist  or  overly-zealous  Chri§- 
tian  worker  as  to  whether  they  are 
really  saved  or  not.”  They  then  had 
made  some  statement  which  implied 
doubt  and  were  told  they  never  were 
saved  and  needed  to  be  saved  all  over 
again. 

“These  people  are  very  miserable  in 


their  uncertainty,  and  frequently  it  is 
very  difficult  to  gel  them  to  a  place 
where  they  can  have  complete  assur¬ 
ance,”  Dr.  Warner  said. 

He  said  it  was  important  “to  urge 
decisions  for  Christ”  upon  young  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  “junior”  age  group  because 
“the  number  of  decisions  for  Christ  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  people 
goes  down  after  12  years  of  age.” 

“The  juniors  are  notable  hero  wor¬ 
shippers  and  stories  about  heroes  of 
the  Old  Testament  as  well  as  modern- 
day  Christians  are  useful  in  helping 
them  to  make  decisions  for  Christ,” 
Dr.  Warner  observed. 

The  psychiatrist  said  he  thought  it 
was  wrong  to  teach  young  people  that 
they  should  not  have  any  twnptation 

to  doubt. 

“It  is  my  opinion  that  some  (rf  the 


people  who  have  the  deepest  and  most 
abiding  faith  in  Christ  are  individuals 
who  have  doubted  Him  the  most  to  be¬ 
gin  with,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Warner  said  families  should 
provide  symbols  around  the  home  that 
would  stimulate  questions  about  spirit¬ 
ual  things. 

“The  church  ministers  best  to  fami¬ 
lies  when  those  of  us  working  in  the 
church  have  attitudes  which  teach 
family  members  open  methods  of  com- 
municaticMi,”  he  said. 

“The  attitude  which  fosters  this 
kind  of  communication  is  one  in  which 
we  see  every  part  erf  our  life  resulting 
in  some  way  identifying  us  with  Jesus 
Christ  and  with  each  other  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church.” 
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From  Our  Readers 


Chwreh  ean  help^  social 
welfare  executive  says 
*  MANY  muGmm  for  melt 

MAY  NOT  BE  AWARE 


WASHINGTON,  D.C,  (UMC)~ 
Many  needy  elderly,  blind  and  dis¬ 
abled  persons  have  some  new  eco¬ 
nomic  aid  coming  their  way,  but  only 
if  they  learn  about  it  and  apply. 
United  Methodist  churches  may  be 
i^tbic  to  help  locate  those  eligible, 
i  Federal  authorities  estinrate  that 
perhaps  a  half  million  persons  who  are 
aged,  blind  or  disable — and  not  al¬ 
ready  receiving  state  or  federal  in- 
^come  assistance — can  qualify  for  the 
new  program.  This  is  Supplementary 
Security  Income  (SSI),  which  goes  into 
effect  Jan.  1,  1974. 

This  will  provide  a  national  mini¬ 
mum  income  standard  of  $130  per 
month  for  a  single  person,  $195  for 
a  couple,  with  some  limitations  de¬ 
pendent  upon  other  income  or  re¬ 
sources.  Administered  by  the  Social 
Security  Administration,  this  aid  is 
expected  to  mean  an  increased  mini¬ 
mum  benefit  for  persons  in  hatt  the 
states.  Other  states  whose  benefit  is 
lUready  above  the  SSI  minimum  are 


expected  to  continue  to  supplement 
the  grants. 

While  persons  now  receiving  pub¬ 
lic  assistance  or  Social  Security  below 
the  minimum  will  be  contacted  by 
govemiaem  authorities  as  to  eligibility, 
others  are  newly  eli^ble  and  not 
known  to  such  agencies. 

It  is  the  latter  whom  the  churches 
can  help  to  reach  and  inform,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Grover  C.  Bagby» 
social  welfare  executive  for  the  Unit^ 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety.  He  said  the  new  aid  is  “in  the 
direction  of  a  more  ratitmal  and  hu¬ 
mane  national  incomes  ptrficy,  as 
called  for  by  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference.” 

That  resolution  included  the  state¬ 
ment:  “As  Christians  we  have  the 
gation  to  develop  the  moral  founda¬ 
tion  for  public  policies  which  will  pro¬ 
vide  every  family  with  the  minimum 
income  needed  to  participate  as  re¬ 
sponsible  and  productive  members  of 
society.” 


Contributions  for  this  column  should 
he  written  briefly  and  bear  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  writer,  What  appears 
here  does  not  necessarily  represent  the 
point  of  view  of  this  publication  and  the 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  withhold, 
edit  for  space,  or  print  contributions . 

JOLLY  GOOD  NEWS  FROM 
JOLLY  GOOD  FRIENDS 

My  dear  John, 

Just  a  short  note  ...  to  say  “Thank 
you”  for  the  copies  of  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  containing  the  interviews 
with  Kenneth  and  Gloria  Renfroe 
(Aug.  30)  and  with  us  (Aug.  23)  in 
connection  with  the  recent  exchange. 
We  were  delighted  to  have  them  .  .  . 

We  have  just  had  the  happiest  re¬ 
newal  of  our  exchange,  for  two  of  the 
Washington  Avenue  members  have 
been  with  us  here  over  the  weekend. 
And  it’s  been  so  wonderfully  joyful 
for  us,  of  course,  but  it  has  been  a 
great  experience  for  our  folk  to  meet 
members  of  the  other  church  —  the 
link  is  now  closer  than  ever. 

Our  autumn/winter  programme  is 
getting  under  way  now,  there  are  only 
a  few  holiday-makers  (vacationers  to 
you!)  in  the  town,  and  so  we  settle 
down  to  the  winter’s  activities  in  and 
out  of  the  church.  But  for  us  there  is 
a  freshness  and  a  new  dimension  be¬ 
cause  of  our  visit  to  Arkansas  .  .  . 

Marion  joins  me  in  warmest  greet¬ 
ings  and  good  wishes,  and  thanks 
again  ... 

Leslie  G.  Craze 
62  Tower  Road  West 
St.  Lconards-on-Sea 
Sussex  TN38  ORL,  England 
t 

THEY  CARE  TOO 

Dear  Editor, 

Forty  ministers  came  to  First 
Church  in  Lafayette  visiting  our  fam¬ 
ilies  and  praying  with  us  during  our 
recent  We  Care  Mission.  Every  fam¬ 
ily  was  invited  to  participate  in  small 
sharing  groups. 

The  ministers  shared  their  witness 
and  testimony;  our  congregation  truly 
appreciated  this.  We  feel  it  will  have 
a  lasting  effect,  not  only  on  us,  but  on 


our  entire  community.  We  feel  other 
churches  could  benefit  by  a  like  expe¬ 
rience.  We  wish  to  express,  through 
the  LOUISIANA  METHODIST,  our 
thanks  to  the  ministers  who  partici¬ 
pated. 

Mrs.  A,  E.  Faulk,  Jr. 

Sec.,  United  Methodist  Women 

1st  United  Methodist  Church 

Lafayette,  La. 

t 

ANY  TAKERS? 

Dear  Editor: 

The  Rock  Springs  church  in  the 
Monticello  District  has  responded  to. 
the  appeal  for  mission  personnel  sup- 
jxirt  with  a  second-mile  gift  of  $30, 
which  represents  almost  50  cents  per 
member.  The  Rock  Springs  church 
challenges  all  other  churches  in  the 
Conference  to  raise  a  proportional 
amount. 

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Abney 
Conference  Missionary  Secretary 

t 

A  COMFORT  FOR  50  YEARS 

Dear  Sir: 

Thank  you  for  quoting  the  short 
poem  by  Robert  Browning  Hamilton 
on  page  8  of  the  Oct.  4  issue  of  the 
ARKANSAS  METHODIST.  I  have  a 
clipping  of  it,  cherished  for  over  50 
years.  The  title  is  Along  the  Road, 
and  the  word  ...  is  “sorrow”  not  “suf¬ 
fering,”  as  you  remembered  it.  Thought 
you  might  like  to  know.  I  like  the  au¬ 
thor  credited. 

Miss  Catherine  L,  Justin 

R.R.  1,  Winslow,  Ark. 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  poem  to  which 
Miss  Justin  refers  is  a  favorite  of 
many.  With  appreciation  to  her,  we 
print  it  below: 

ALONG  THE  ROAD 

I  walked  a  mile  with  pleasure. 

She  chatted  all  the  way. 

But  left  me  none  the  wiser. 

For  all  she  had  to  say  .  .  . 

1  walked  a  mile  with  sorrow. 

And  ne’er  a  word  said  she, 

But  oh,  the  things  I  learned  from  her, 
When  sorrow  walked  with  me. 

— Robert  Browning  Hamilton 


News  in  Brief 

Two  groups  of  Ohio  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  totaling  289,  left  Oct.  7  to  visit 
points  of  religious  interest  in  England* 
Germany  and  Switzerland.  Bishop  F. 
Gerald  Ensley  of  Columbus  is  lecturer 
for  the  group  studying  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  and  Bishop  Francis  E.  Kearns 
of  Canton  is  lecturer  for  the  group  in 
England. 

t 

When  the  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  hotel 
elevator  crowded  with  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  stopped  for  additional 
passengers,  one  of  the  women  whis¬ 
pered  to  a  companion:  “Isn’t  that  Curt 
Gowdy  about  to  get  on?”  It  was  the 
noted  sportscaster  in  town  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  League  playoff  and  ensuing  con¬ 
versation  led  him  to  say  that  he,  too, 
is  a  United  Methodist. 


Angola  Conference  Meets 
After  13  Years 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)— The  United 
Methodists  of  Angola  held  their  first 
annual  conference  session  in  13  years 
in  early  September  at  the  church  cen¬ 
ter  of  Quessua  in  the  interior  of  the 
African  country  ruled  by  Portugal. 

Reports  reaching  United  Methodist 
Communications  here  indicated  that 
perhaps  the  most  significant  fact  about 
the  conference  was  that  it  was  held 
after  the  long  hiatus.  One  report  called 
the  conference  a  “fine  and  historic 
one,”  another  said  it  was  a  “unique 
experience”  for  most  of  the  120  min¬ 
isterial  and  lay  delegates,  but  “most 
important  of  all,”  according  to  one 
observer,  “was  that  the  church  came 
together  to  think  together  and  try  to 
see  itself  in  search  of  its  identity.” 
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Laity  Day  Services 
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DR.  HARRY  HAINES,  associate 
general  secretary  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  was  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  at  the  New  Orleans 
Annual  Banquet  for  the  Laity, 
held  on  Tuesday  night,  Oct.  23, 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Rev.  George  Ross  was  host 
pastor. 


SCARRITT  COLLEGE  President, 
Dr.  J.  Richard  Palmer,  will  speak 
in  the  Pulpit  of  Rayne  Memorial 
Church  in  New  Olreans  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  28.  Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss  will 
be  host  pastor. 


A  SPECIAL  CONCERT  by  the 
Baton  Rouge  Pro  Musica  was  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  sanctuary  of  Fir&t 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Oct.  14.  The  group,  directed 
by  Mrs.  Emory  Glover,  was  chosen 
by  the  Carl  Fisher  Music  Pub¬ 
lishers,  Inc.,  to  perform  their  cen¬ 
tennial  music. 


THE  REV.  AND  MRS.  Odell  W. 
Simmons  were  honored  recently  at 
a  reception  observing  their  18th 
wedding  anniversary.  The  members 
of  DeRidder  United  Methodist 
Church  were  hosts  for  the  event. 
Tommy  Consolver  presented  a  gift 
to  the  Simmons  on  behalf  of  the 
congregation. 

THE  HOME  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Barham  in  Garland,  Tex., 
had  extensive  damage  when  it 
burned  on  the  night  of  Sept.  19. 
No  one  was  injured.  Mr.  Barham, 
who  retired  in  1970,  is  a  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  They 
presently  reside  at  1121  W.  Miller 
Rd.,  Apt.  Ill,  Garland,  Tex., 
pending  the  rebuilding  of  their 
home  at  1242  McDonald  Drive. 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  WORKERS  of 
the  Lake  Vista  Church  were  honor¬ 
ed  by  the  Commission  on  Educa¬ 
tion  at  a  dinner,  Oct.  9.  Guest 
speaker  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  W. 
Walker,  pastor  of  Mount  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  and 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Lake  Vista  ministers  are  the  Rev. 
Donice  Alverson  and  the  Rev. 
Charles  Floyd,  Jr.,  associate. 

REVIVAL  TERMED  A  SUCCESS 

Asbury  members  witnessed  a 
spiritual  rededication  during  a  re¬ 
cent  two-week  revival  service  in 
Natchotiches.  The  first  week  was 
spent  in  a  preparation  period  of 
Bible  study,  prayer  and  presenta¬ 
tion  of  slides.  The  second  week 
was  dedicated  to  the  preaching  of 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Richard  Harry. 
Different  church  choirs  partici¬ 
pated.  Three  p)ersons  united  with 
the  church.  Certified  lay  speakers 
who  assisted  with  the  devotion 
were:  Mrs.  Winderlean  Lewis, 

Mrs.'  Rosemary  Jones,  Mrs.  Odile 
Ward,  Nathaniel  Washington,  and 
Mrs.  Thelma  Thrash. 


ASBURY  OBSERVED 

107TH  CHURCH  ANNIVERSARY 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Natchitoches  celebrated  its  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventh  church  anniversary 
recently.  This  anniversary  was  ear¬ 
marked  as  one  of  the  most  outstand¬ 
ing  events  in  the  church’s  history.  Con¬ 
tributing  factors  were:  the  financial 
success  in  raising  $2,300  for  the 
church  program,  and  the  inspirational 
sermon  delivered  by  the  peistor,  the. 
Rev.  Richard  Harry. 

Program  participants  were:  Mrs. 
Rosemary  Jones,  Mrs.  Lula  Porter, 
Mrs.  Alice  Westmoreland,  and  Nathan¬ 
iel  Washington.  The  active  trustees  of 
the  church,  who  led  the  members  in 
achieving  the  designated  goal  werei 
Alex  Jones,  chairman;  J.  D.  Graham, 
Willie  Joseph,  Floyd  Pierce,  Nathan¬ 
iel  Jones,  Rudolph  Leon,  Cato  Davis, 
and  Joshua  Hayes. 

t 

ZION’S  REST  United  Methodist 
Church  on  the  Pleasant  Hill 
Charge  will  celebrate  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  its  restoration  project 
with  a  special  Service  of  Worship 
and  Gratitude  on  Sunday,  Oct.  28, 
at  2:30  p.m.  The  restoration  was 
accomplished  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  R.  P.  Bufkin  following 
authorization  at  the  church’s  an¬ 
nual  homecoming  in  May.  The 
Rev.  Jim  Constable,  pastor,  and 
the  congregation  extend  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  friends  and  interested  per¬ 
sons  to  join  them  in  the  celebra¬ 
tion. 

THE  “JUNIOR  CHURCH’’  pro¬ 
gram  in  St.  Bernard  Church,  New 
Orleans,  celebrated  its  20th  birth¬ 
day  on  Sunday,  Oct.  14.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  under  the  leadership  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  Seymour,  Jr. 
The  Rev.  James  0.  Evans  is 
pastor. 

SOUTHSIDE  CHURCH,  Monroe, 
held  the  church  wide  mission 
study  Sunday  night',  Oct.  14.  Using 
the  theme,  “Ask  an  Indian  about 
India,”  the  classes  were  led  by: 
Mrs.  Yvonne  Warner,  adults;  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Boozer,  youth;  and  Mrs.  G. 
W.  Hall,  children.  Mrs.  Myrtie  Mae 
Foster  is  chairman  of  the  work 
area  of  missions.  The  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner  is  pastor. 

“THE  SUNDAY  NIGHT  School” 
in  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church 
began  on  Sunday,  Oct.  14,  and  will 
continue  for  five  weeks.  Courses 
and  instructors  are:  Basic  Chris¬ 
tian  Beliefs,  Dr.  Henry  Rickey, 
pastor;  Transactional  Analysis 
Training,  Janie  Stennett,  assisted 
by  John  Havenstrite,  Judy  Parker, 
Linda  Hayward,  Tina  Wilcox,  and 
Bob  Fisher;  Communicating  the 
Faith  to  Children  and  Youth,  Joy 
McQueen  and  Jay  Coder. 


MERIT  STUDENT 
Miss  Mary  E.  Kramer,  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  has  been  selected  as 
a  Merit  Honor  Student  of  Ruston  High 
School.  This  honor  is  bestowed  on  stu¬ 
dents  who  demonstrate  maturity,  in¬ 
tegrity,  responsibility,  and  a  desire  to 
learn.  These  students  must  maintain  a 
3.75  grade  average  to  retain  the  status 
of  Merit  Honor  Student. 


LAITY  DAY  IN  LAFAYETTE’S 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
featured  these  lay  leaders:  Jim 
Allen,  Dr.  Roger  Waggoner  and 
Mrs.  Tony  Houston  at  the  early 
service;  Bill  Calhoun  and  Mrs. 
Duncan  Smith  at  the  11  o’clock 
service.  The  Rev.  Jerry  A.  Means 
is  the  First  Church  minister. 

JAMES  CRAIG,  RAYVILLE  lay 
leader  planned  the  Oct.  14  pro¬ 
gram  for  Laity  Day.  Participants 
in  the  service  included  Ronald 
Brown,  Robert  Cuthbert,  Mrs.  Joe 
Kalil,  Miss  Donna  Gunby  and 
Lasley  Richardson.  The  Rev. 
Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  is  their  pastor. 

THE  HAYNESVILLE  CHURCH 
will  observe  Laity  Day  on  Oct. 
28.  Guest  lay  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
J.  Robert  Kemmerly  from  Minden. 
The  Rev.  Steve  Spurlock,  pastor 
of  the  Athens  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  preach  that  evening. 
The  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  is  the 
Haynesville  pastor. 

JUDGE  ROBERT  FARR  was  lay 
speaker  in  Southside  Church  of 
Monroe,  Oct.  14.  The  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner  is  pastor. 

SLIDELL  LAY  LEADER  W.  A. 
“Buster”  Baker  arranged  the  pro¬ 
ram  for  Laity  Day,  held  in  the 
lidell  Church  on  Oct.  21.  Mason 
Neely  was  the  speaker.  The  Rev. 
Phil  Woodland  is  their  pastor. 

GRIFFON  BOURGEOIS,  Plaque- 
mine  lay  leader,  was  in  charge  of 
the  lay  program  in  his  church  on 
Oct.  14.  The  Rev.  Robert  Miller 
is  pastor. 

J.  B.  LENNARD,  Christ  Church 
lay  leader,  arranged  lay  services 
for  his  Shreveport  church.  Speak¬ 
ing  at  both  morning  services  was 
Ralph  Neal,  with  Bill  Stephenson 
directing  the  services.  At  the 
evening  service,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jer- 
rell  Mathison,  both  medical  doc¬ 
tors  and  Methodist  missionaries, 
presented  a  program  on  their  work 
in  Northeast  Nigeria.  The  Rev. 
Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr.,  is  the  Christ 
Church  pastor. 

JOE  SOLOMON  of  Monroe  was 
Laity  Day  speaker  in  the  De- 
Quincy  United  Methodist  Church, 
Oct.  14.  The  Rev.  Byrd  Terry  is 
pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Oct.  2S— 

Sunday  .  Psalm  191:1-16 

Oct.  29  .  Psalm  148:1-13 

Oct.  30  .  Prov.  3:21-29 

Oct.  31  .  Prov.  4:1-23 

Nov.  1  .  Prov.  7:1-27 

Nov.  2  .  I  Tim.  4:1-12 

Nov.  3  .  2  Tim.  3:1-17 

Nov.  4 — Sunday  ...  Luke  18:8-34 

LEON  SONIAT,  JR.,  businessman 
of  Jefferson  Parish  and  former  TV 
announcer  and  legislator,  was 
guest  speaker  ia  the  pulpit  of  St. 
Bernard  Church  on  Laity  Sunday. 
The  Rev.  James  0.  Evans  was 
host  pastor. 

TOM  MATHENY,  Laity  Day  speak¬ 
er  at  Carrollton  United  Methodist 
Church  spoke  on  the  theme.  What 
Must  the  Laity  Do?  Mr.  Matheny, 
Hammond  attorney,  is  Conference 
lay  leader  and  has  twice  been 
elected  as  The  Layman  of  the 
Year  for  the  conference.  Last  year 
he  received  the  Layman  of  the 
Year  citation  for  the  Louisiana, 
Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee 
Kiwanis  District.  Other  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  service  were  Walter 
P.  Harris,  presiding;  Miss  Stacy 
Caraway,  responsive  reading,  Mrs. 
Betty  Bailey,  scripture  reading, 
and  John  B.  Murdock,  the  prayer. 
The  Rev.  J.  Pierce  McKeithen  is 
pastor. 

MRS.  ALMA  DODD,  an  officer  of 
United  Methodist  Women  at  First 
Church,  Logansport,  was  Laity 
Day  speaker  at  morning  worship. 
The  Rev.L.  Gray  Wilson  is  minis¬ 
ter. 

SPECIAL  LAITY  DAY  OFFERING 
AT  ST.  JAMES  CHURCH 

Laity  Day  was  observed  at  St. 
James  United  Methodist  Church  Sun¬ 
day,  Oct.  14,  during  morning  worship 
with  the  Laity  in  full  charge.  High¬ 
lights  of  the  hour  were  messages  by 
Mrs.  Mae  D.  Lacy,  chairman  of  the 
Work  area  on  Social  Concerns,  and  a 
solo  by  the  Honorable  Elvis  C.  Stout, 
Judge  Monroe  City  Court, 

The  special  Laity  Day  offering 
amounted  to  $228  and  the  total  offer¬ 
ing  for  the  day  was  $393.  Milton  J. 
Johnson  is  Charge  lay  leader  and  the 
Rev.  Albert  E.  Franldin  is  pastor, 
t 


Some  of  the  children  of 
the  Lokeview  United 
Methodist  Church  Kinder¬ 
garten  at  Minden  who 
surprised  their  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade, 
with  a  birthday  party  in 
his  honor.  Mrs.  L.  H. 
Bellamy  is  director  of 
the  kindergarten. 
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CWU  promotes  Basic 
Educational  Grants  program 


Mrs.  George  W.  Carter,  chairperson 
for  Citizen  Action,  Church  Women 
United  in  Louisiana,  encourages  per¬ 
sons  and  organizations  to  bring  the 
news  of  the  Basic  Grants  Program  to 
all  young  people  who  need  financial 
aid  to  continue  their  education. 

The  Basic  Grants  Program  is  new 
this  year.  Many  eligible  students  do 
not  know  about  the  money  available, ' 
or  how  to  apply  for  it.  You  can  help 
to  get  the  message  to  them  quickly. 

Here  are  some  of  the  ways  to  be  of 
assistance; 

•  Become  familiar  with  the  Program 

yourself. 

•  Read  the  Fact  Sheet,  the  Press  Re¬ 

lease,  and  Application  in  the 
Packet,  Order  one. 

•  Learn  from  those  in  the  commun¬ 

ity  who  know  about  the  Program, 
such  as:  high  school  counselors, 
college  financial  aid  officers. 

•  Check  exact  location  of  application 

forms. 

•  Call  or  visit  places  where  applica¬ 

tions  are  on  hand  locally,  so  that 


you  can  direct  students  to  the 
precise  place  in  your  locale. 

•  Provide  person  -  to  -  person  assist¬ 

ance.  Some  applicants  will  need 
encouragement  and  help. 

•  Alert  the  media  —  Ask  the  editor 

to  run  a  story  and  an  editorial. 
Supply  with  the  Press  Release 
Brochure.  Use  radio  and  televis¬ 
ion. 

ATTENTION,  STUDENTS 

Students  who  need  money  for  their 
education:  If  you  plan  to  enroll  in  col¬ 
lege,  vocational,  technical  school,  or  a 
hospital  school  of  nursing  for  the  first 
time,  and  as  a  full  time  student,  be 
sure  to  apply  for  a  Basic  Grant  from 
the  U.S.  Office  of  Education.  Ask  the 
school  of  your  choice  for  information 
and  an  application  blank,  or  write: 
Box  G,  Iowa  City,  Iowa  52440. 

For  further  information,  call  or 
write:  U.S.  Office  of  Education,  Re¬ 
gional  Office  VI,  Basic  Grants  Coordi¬ 
nation,  Gene  A.  Miller,  114  Com¬ 
merce  Street,  Dallas,  Texas  75002. 
t 


Application  forms  available 


Students  who  need  money  for  their 
education  after  high  school  may  now 
apply  for  Basic  Educational  Oppor¬ 
tunity  Grants,  according  to  HEW  Sec¬ 
retary  Casper  W.  Weinberger. 

More  than  $122  million  is  available 
under  this  new  program  administered 
by  HEW’s  Office  of  Education. 

“Although  limited  this  year  to  first- 
year,  full-time  post-secondary  stu¬ 
dents,  the  program  is  expected  to 

benefit  an  estimated  one-half  million 

(  students  who  might  otherwise  be  un¬ 
able  to  continue  their  education,”  Sec- 
i  retary  Weinberger  said.  “Along  with 
’  other  Federal  programs  of  student  fi- 
(  nancial  aid,  it  marks  significant  pro- 
I  gress  toward  the  Administration’s  ulti- 
;  mate  goal  of  making  post-secondary 
education  available  to  all  young  pco- 
,  pie  who  desire  it.” 

'  Under  the  Basic  Grant  program, 

students  in  financial  need  may  obtain 
funds  to  help  pay  their  educational 
.  expenses  at  any  approved  college,  uni¬ 
versity,  vocational  school,  technical  in¬ 
stitute,  or  hospital  school  of  nursing. 
How  much  a  student  or  his  family  can 
I  contribute  affects  the  amount  of  his 
;  Basic  Grant  and  is  determined  accord- 
'  ing  to  a  formula  established  by  the 
U.S.  Office  of  Education. 

To  apply  for  a  Basic  Grant,  an 
“Application  for  Determination  of  Ex¬ 
pected  Family  Contribution”  must  be 


obtained,  filled  out,  and  mailed  to  P. 
O.  Box  B,  Iowa  City,  Iowa  52240. 
Within  a  month  the  student  is  noti¬ 
fied  of  the  amount  of  his  family’s  ex¬ 
pected  contribution.  He  then  submits 
the  notification  to  the  school  of  his 
choice,  which  calculates  the  amount  of 
the  Basic  Grant  to  which  he  is  en¬ 
titled. 

Application  forms  are  now  available 
at  student  financial  aid  offices  at  post- 
secondary  institutions,  high  school 
guidance  offices,  post  offices,  State 
employment  offices,  county  agricul¬ 
tural  extension  agents,  and  Talent 
Search,  Upward  Bound,  and  Student 
Special  Services  projects.  If  unavail¬ 
able  in  your  area,  write  to  Box  G, 
Iowa  City,  Iowa  52240. 

Other  forms  of  Federal  student  as¬ 
sistance  such  as  Supplemental  Educa¬ 
tional  Opportunity  Grants,  College 
Work-Study,  National  Direct  Student 
Loans,  and  Guaranteed  Student  Loans 
arc  available  in  addition  to  Basic 
Grants. 

For  further  information  on  Basic 
Grants  and  other  student  financial  aid 
programs,  students  should  contact 
their  high  school  counselor  or  the  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  officer  at  the  school  in 
wliich  they  expect  to  enroll, 
t 

Mrs.  Wayne  Forbes  (right), 
chairman  of  Missions 
Work  Area  of  Napoleon 
Avenue  Church,  New 
Orleans,  presents  check 
for  $100  to  Mr.  James 
Bopp  of  Dulac  Com¬ 
munity  Center  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  center’s  bus 
fund.  Twenty-six  persons 
from  Napoleon  Avenue 
Church  attended  the  an¬ 
nual  fish  fry  at  Dulac, 
taking  with  them  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  used  clothing  for 
the  center.  The  Rev. 
Calvin  Lapuyade  is 
pastor. 


Miss  Vera  Zimmerman 

(center)  was  the  leader 
for  a  Lab  School  held  at 
St.  James  Day  Care 
Center  in  Shreveport, 
Oct.  8-12,  under  spon¬ 
sorship  of  Shreveport 
District.  Shown  with  Miss 
Zimmerman  are  Mrs. 
Marie  Douglas  (left).  Day 
Care  coordinator,  and 

Mrs.  Trueheart  Paris 

(right).  Day  Care  teacher. 

t 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Homer  dressed  to  represent  periods  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Methodist  women,  at  their  ‘‘Celebration  Service”  held  on  Oct.  1. 
Participants  included:  (seated  from  left)  Mrs.  C.  P.  White,  Mrs.  F.  C. 
Haley,  Mrs.  J.  R.  King,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Kelly,  (standing)  Mrs.  0.  P.  Pearson, 
Mrs.  Wideman  Watson,  who  had  charge  of  the  program,  Mrs.  H.  I.  Barber, 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Rhae,  president,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Odom,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Tigner,  Jr.,  who 
gave  the  history  of  the  Homer  society,  Mrs.  Robert  Allen,  Mrs.  Phillip 
Chadwick,  Mrs.  Steve  Waller  and  Mrs.  Lucille  Carroll.  (Not  in  picture) 
Mrs.  T.  B.  Boone  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Bolling. 
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Mrs.  01  lie  McNeal  (center)  and  Mrs.  Bertha  McNeal  (right) 
of  Oak  Grove  United  Methodist  Women  made  a  presentation 
on  Celebration  of  Becoming  a  New  Organization  (UMW) 
and  displayed  their  unit’s  banner  on  the  theme  ‘‘Called 
Hour  for  the  Marksville  Charge  Conference  on 
FrMay  evening,  Oct.  12.  Shown  with  them  is  the  Rev. 
"^L  pustor  of  the  Marksville-Oak  Grove-Si  mm  sport 

churches.  There  are  10  active  members  and  two  honorary 
members  in  the  Oak  Grove  unit;  Mrs.  Bertha  McNeal  is 
Beulah  Richey,  a  charter  member  of  the 
WSCS  is  the  recipient  of  a  special  membership. 
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LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  4; 
"Life  in  the  Christian  Conrimuni 


ty 


t  $ 


ORIENTATION:  We  are  in  the  first  quarter  (Sept, 
-Oct.-Nov.)  trf  the  1973-74  church  school  year. 
The  theme  for  this  quarter  is  THE  GOSPEL 
ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  beginning 
Unit  #3  (Nov.  4-25)  of  the  quarter.  The  unit 
subject  is  THE  LIFE  OF  RECONCILIA¬ 
TION.  (Unit  subjects  for  the  previous  units 
were  THE  MINISTRY  of  Reconciliation  and 
The  MESSAGE  of  Reconciliation).  Our  lesson 
for  Nov.  4  is  the  first  in  this  unit  of  four  les¬ 
sons  and  is  entitled  “Life  in  the  Christian  Com¬ 
munity.” 

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Romans  12:1-13;  I 
Cor.  12  and  13. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Do  not  be  conformed  to 
this  world  but  be  transformed  by  the  renewal 
of  your  mind,  that  you  may  prove  what  is  the 
vrill  of  God,  what  is  good  and  acceptable  and 
perfect.  —  Romans  12:2 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  see  that  recon¬ 
ciled  man  now  has  the  basb  for  “life  together” 
in  Christian  community;  to  examine  the  na¬ 
ture,  characteristics  and  quality  of  Christian 
community;  to  gain  insight  into  the  status  of 
our  Christian  fellowship  and  respond  more 
fully  to  its  benefits  and  attend  to  its  needs. 

*  *  * 


BEGINNING  A  NEW  UNIT 

THE  CHARACTER  OF  LIFE 
IN  THE  CHRISTIAN  COMMUNITY 

And  I  will  show  you  a  still  more  excellent 
way.  —  I  Corinthians  12:31 

Although  we  are  beginning  a  new  unit,  recon¬ 
ciliation  remains  our  theme.  The  two  previous  units 
in  this  quarter  of  study  on  The  Gospel  According  to 
Paul  have  presented  the  ministry  and  the  message 
of  reconciliation.  We  are  now  concerned  irt  the  four 
lessons  of  this  unit  with  the  life  of  reconciliation. 
This  theme  points  us  to  life  in  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity,  the  title  of  today’s  lesson. 

The  basic  premise  of  this  unit  is  that  divine 
reconciliation  makes  possible  a  particular  style  and 
quality  of  life.  While  a  number  of  words  and  phrases 
might  be  used  to  express  that  style  and  quality,  the 
word  “community”  does  so  in  a  particularly  mean¬ 
ingful  way.  The  Christian  life  is  a  “life  together;” 
a  life  in  community. 

Reconciled  man  has  experienced  that  grace  of 
God  which  makes  possible  such  a  quality  of  life 
with  his  fellowman.  John  Knox,  in  The  Interpreter’s 
Bible  (pg.  581,  Vol.  9),  says  that  those  who  are  a 
part  of  this  community  are  “bound  to  each  other  in 
a  relationship  so  intimate  and  distinctive  that  only 
the  word  brethren,  the  language  of  closest  kinship, 
can  convey  its  meaning.” 

The  word  community  is  a  wonderful  word  in¬ 
deed.  It  suggests  the  fellowship  which  is  characteris¬ 
tic  of  the  church,  the  body  of  Christ.  It  reflects  the 
mutual  concern  which  Christians  feel  for  one  an¬ 
other  and  the  sense  of  mission  they  feel  to  the  world 
as  well.  The  fullest  expression  of  this  quality  of  com¬ 
munity  is  found  in  I  Corinthians  13,  the  great  poem 
on  Christian  love,  the  “more  excellent  way.”  It  is 
the  life-style  made  possible  for  reconciled  man. 

The  two  passages  of  scripture  for  this  lesson, 
Romans  12:1-13  and  I  Corinthians  12  and  13  speak 
of  the  character  and  quality  of  this  life  of  commun¬ 
ity.  Our  study  of  these  passages  and  of  our  lesson’s 
theme  may  be  outlined  under  the  headings  which 
follow. 


THE  COMPANY  OF  THE  COMMITED 

With  eyes  wide  open  to  the  mercies  of  God,  I 
beg  you,  my  brothers,  as  an  act  of  intelligent 
worship,  to  give  him  your  bodies,  as  a  living 
sacrifice,  consecrated  to  him  and  acceptable  by 
him.  —  Romans  12:1 

Commitment  is  a  characteristic  of  true  Chris¬ 
tian  community.  Paul  introduces  this  theme  of  com¬ 
mitment  by  using  an  illustration  which  would  be 
most  familiar  to  his  readers,  that  of  sacrifice.  Ani¬ 
mal  sacrifices  were  a  part  of  the  worship  of  both 
Jews  and  Gentiles.  To  be  a  sacrifice  ■ — >  the  invita¬ 
tion  Paul  makes  to  his  readers  —  is  to  be  “totally 
commited.”  Paul  uses  this  illustration  to  express  the 
nature  of  the  Christian’s  offering  of  his  life  to  God. 
Gerald  R.  Cragg,  in  The  Interpreter’s  Bible,  points 
out  that  “The  essence  of  sacrifice,  even  in  Old  TesN 
ament  times,  lay  not  in  the  death  of  the  victim,  but 
in  the  ‘offering  of  the  life’  to  God  .  .  .  Paul  sees  that 
the  truest  sacrifice  that  a  man  can  offer  is  that  of 
living  according  to  His  will.” 

It  is  interesting  that  Paul  speaks  of  sacrifice,  or 
commitment,  in  terms  of  “an  act  of  intelligent  wor¬ 
ship.”  The  phrase  suggests  that  an  important  pur¬ 
pose  of  worship  is  that  it  inspires  us  to  aet;  to  “do.” 
The  suggestion  is  that  our  worship  is  completed 
only  by  the  full  and  free  giving  of  ourselves,  by  our 
acts  of  total  commitment. 

Another  important  consideration  raised  in  Paul’s 
opening  phrase  of  this  12th  chapter  of  Romans  is 
the  manner  of  his  invitation.  “I  beseech  you,”  “I  ap¬ 
peal  to  you,”  “I  beg  you,”  “I  implore  you”  are  the 
phrases  used  by  the  IGng  James,  Revised  Standard, 
J.  B.  Phillips  and  New  English  Bible  versions  res¬ 
pectively  to  express  this  invitation.  John  Knox  says 
that  this  “note  of  appeal  reflects  the  constraint  which 
is  the  invariable  mark  of  the  apostolic  mission.  It 
is  the  quality  which  should  distinguish  every  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry.” 

Entrance  into  the  Christian  community  is  a 
voluntary  one.  It  is  a  life  freely  taken  up,  the  integ¬ 
rity  of  individual  decision  and  response  always  be¬ 
ing  respected.  One  classic  illustration  of  this  truth  is 
suggested  by  the  painting  of  Holman  Hunt  entitled 
Christ  at  the  Door.  The  door  upon  which  the 
waiting  Lord  has  knocked  has  a  latch  which  can 
only  be  opened  from  the  inside.  What  does  this  say 
to  us  concerning  our  method  and  style  of  evange¬ 
lism?  Your  class  might  want  to  discuss  this  question. 

THE  COMMUNITY  OF  THE  TRANSFORMED 

Don’t  let  the  world  around  you  squeeze  you 
into  its  own  mold,  but  let  God  remold  your 
minds  from  within,  so  that  you  may  prove  in 
practice  that  the  plan  of  God  for  you  is  good, 
meets  all  his  demands  and  moves  toward  the 
goal  of  true  maturity.  —  Romans  12:2  J.  B. 
Phillips 

The  Christian  community  is  a  transformed  one 
and  a  transforming  one.  It  witnesses  to  the  power 
of  God  that  changes  life.  That  power  alone  is  cap¬ 
able  of  resisting  the  forces  of  the  world  which  would 
weaken  the  individuality  and  uniqueness  of  man 
and  bend  him  to  a  destructive  conformity. 

We  will  note  in  a  moment  that  one  characteris¬ 
tic  of  Christian  community  is  unity.  But  it  is  a  unity 
which  does  not  impose  conformity.  It  is  a  unity  in 
diversity.  In  Christian  community  the  beauty  of  in¬ 
dividual  personhood  is  liberated  and  honored. 
Reconciled  man  has,  in  Christian  community,  a 
style  of  life  which  enables  him  to  be  transformed  by 
God  from  within  rather  than  being  conformed  to  the 
world  from  without.  It  is  such  Christian  commun¬ 
ity  _  the  body  of  Christ;  the  church  —  which  is 
our  best  hope  that  the  transforming  power  of  God 


may  be  made  known  to  the  world. 

What  are  the  distinguishing  marks  of  this  trans¬ 
formed  life?  This  is  a  question  your  class  may  wish 
to  discuss.  Let  us  here  mention  two.  The  Interpre¬ 
ter’s  Bible  points  out  that  the  verb  “transform”  as 
used  in  our  context  is  closely  associated  with  repent¬ 
ance  and  change  of  mind.  The  transformed  person 
is  one  who  is  changed  at  the  very  heart  of  his  being. 
He  has  “turned  again.”  William  Barclay  says  that 
for  the  Christian  “an  inward  change  has  happened; 
the  essential  man  has  been  changed;  now  he  lives, 
not  a  self-centered  life,  but  a  Christ-centered  life” 
(Daily  Study  Bible,  Romans,  pg.  170).  The  Chris¬ 
tian  is  transformed  to  the  point  that  he  is  a  new 
creation,  a  new  being.  He  has,  in  Paul’s  language, 
been  re-born. 

Another  mark  of  the  transformed  life  is  that 
such  transformation  is  a  continuing  process.  It  is 
a  process  of  growth  that  “moves  toward  the  goal  of 
true  maturity”  (Rom.  12:2  J.  B.  Phillips).  It  is 
significant  that  Paul,  speaking  of  the  transforming 
power  of  God,  refers  to  man’s  mind.  He  bids  his 
readers  “let  God  remold  your  minds  from  within.” 
The  suggestion  is  that  life  in  Christian  community 
is  equally  concerned  with  man’s  mind  as  it  is  with 
his  heart.  John  Wesley  understood  the  necessity  of 
unity,  of  wholeness,  in  this  respect:  “Let  us  unite 
the  two  so  long  divided:  knowledge  and  vital  piety.” 

THE  COMMUNITY  OF  THE  DIVERSE 
AND  OF  THE  UNIHED 

Men  have  different  gifts,  but  it  is  the  same 
Spirit  who  gives  them.  There  are  different 
ways  of  serving  God,  but  it  is  the  same  Lord 
who  is  served.  God  works  through  different 
men  in  different  ways,  but  it  is  the  same  God 
who  achieves  his  purposes  through  them  all. 
Each  man  is  given  his  gift  by  the  Spirit  that  he 
may  use  it  for  the  common  good. 

— I  Corinthians  12:4-7  J.  B.  Phillips 

...  so  we,  though  many  in  number,  compose 
one  body  in  Christ  and  are  all  members  of  one 
another.  Through  the  grace  of  God  we  have 
different  gifts. 

— ^Romans  12:5b,  6  J.  B.  Phillips 

Life  in  Christian  community  is  marked  by  the 
gathering  of  many  individuals  into  a  unity 
the  glory  of  which  is  its  diversity.  It  is  a  diversity 
bound  together  in  a  unity  of  master,  message  and 
mission.  Only  the  Holy  Spirit  can  create  and  sustain 
such  a  community. 

Notice  in  the  above  scripture  references  (the  last 
phrase  of  the  first  selection  especially)  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  spiritual  gifts  is  that  they  promote  the  com¬ 
mon  good.  Review  in  Romans  12:6-8  and  I  Cor. 
12:8-11  the  varied  gifts  given  to  persons  and  note 
two  emphases:  first,  that  God  gives  diversely  of  his 
gifts;  and  second,  that  we  are  to  use  these  varied 
gifts  for  the  common  good  of  the  whole  body. 

The  gifts  of  the  spirit  are  many  and  it  has  been 
a  common  fault  of  the  church  that  some  have  been 
emphasized  at  the  expense  of  others.  What  can  in¬ 
dividuals  do  to  help  enable  the  present  emphasis  on 
some  of  the  gifts  of  the  spirit  to  be  a  unifying  ele¬ 
ment  in  the  church  rather  than  a  divisive  one?  Paul’s 
great  13th  chapter  of  first  Corinthians,  as  intro¬ 
duced  by  chapter  12,  verse  31,  presents  to  his  read¬ 
ers  “a  more  excellent  way.”  What  is  the  significance 
of  this  great  chapter  upon  this  issue  of  spiritual  gifts? 

We  have  seen  that  reconciled  man  has  been 
given  the  gift  of  life  in  Christian  community.  It  is 
a  life  style  marked  by  commitment,  saved  from 
conformity  to  the  world,  blessed  with  diversity  and 
unified  by  love. 

Let  us  thank  God  each  day' that  he  has  blessed 
us  with  such  a  fellowship! 
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Laity  Day  on  the  Pleasant  Hill  Charge  was 
observed  with  Mr.  Rupert  Thom  (right), 
librarian  at  England  Air  Force  Base  in 
Alexandria,  speaking  at  the  Mitchell  and 
Pelican  churches,  and  Jimmy  Yarborough 
(left),  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  at 
Pearl  River,  speaking  at  Pleasant  Hill. 
His  wife  and  son  joined  him  for  music  ren¬ 
ditions  with  guitar  accompaniment.  The 
Rev.  Jim  Constable  is  pastor. 


Mason  Neely  (center)  was  the  speaker  for  the  Oct.  21  Laity 
Day  at  First  Church,  Slidell.  He  is  president  of  the  Pathfinders 
Church  School  Class  and  serves  as  counselor  for  the  Youth 
Fellowship.  Other  participants  were  Lionel  Pichon  (left)  and 
Ed  Patton  (right).  The  Rev.  James  P.  Woodland  is  pastor. 


t 


Woody  Atkinson  (left),  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict  lay  leader,  spoke  on  the  theme, 
God's  Work  of  the  Laity  in  the  Church, 
on  Laity  Day  in  the  Port  Borre  and 
Krotz  Springs  Churches.  Shown  with 
him  is  the  Rev.  James  Jones,  pastor. 

t 

ASBURY  WOMEN  PAY 
TRIBUTE  TO  DECEASED 


t 


THE  REV.  C.  J.  T.  GOTTEN,  a 
retired  minister  in  the  Alexandria 
District,  preached  at  morning  wor¬ 
ship  at  Pollock  United  Methodist 
Church,  on  Oct.  7th  and  adminis¬ 
tered  Holy  Communion.  He  preach¬ 
ed  for  the  evening  service  at 
Nolly  Memorial  Church  in  Jena, 
where  the  Rev.  Eldred  Blakley  is 
pastor.  Rev.  Gotten  “goes  most 
any  place  in  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict,”  to  preach.  Anyone  who 
needs  his  services  may  call  him 
at  992-5890,  Jena,  La. 

THE  MEN  of  Lasseigne  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Laplace, 
have  formed  a  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Fellowship.  The  officers 
are:  Bill  Thomason,  chairman  in 
charge  of  programs;  Steve  Martin, 
vice-chairman  in  charge  of  services 
to  the  church;  John  McRae,  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer;  and  Jack  Hively, 
sponsorship  chairman  in  charge  of 
special  projects.  The  Rev.  James 
L.  Adams  is  their  pastor. 


Alexandria  Dist 

The  Alexandria  District  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild  were  united  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  Sunday  in  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pineville. 

Mrs.  Luther  Rone,  president  of  the 
WSCS,  and  Miss  Louise  Jones,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  WSG,  presided  as  the  two 
groups  came  together  to  form  the  new 
organization.  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en. 

Mrs.  Maurice  Davis  gave  the  wel¬ 
come.  Mrs.  B.  E.  Thibodeaux,  chair¬ 
person  of  Committee  on  Nominations, 
and  Mrs.  Clay  Richardson  gave  the 
report  of  the  nominating  committee. 
Leaders  for  the  coming  year  were 
elected  and  then  commissioned  by  the 
Rev,  Don  Hall  of  Bunkic. 

They  are  Mrs.  Luther  Rone,  Alex¬ 
andria,  president;  Mrs.  Richard  Hoff- 
pauir,  Pineville,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Stinson,  Tioga,  secretary  and 
Mrs.  Herman  Doyle,  Alexandria, 
treasurer.  Mission  coordinators  are 
Mrs.  K.  B.  Morrish,  Alexandria, 
Christian  Social  Involvement;  Mrs.  M. 


ict  Women  unite 

C.  McNeal,  Jr.,  Center  Point,  Chris¬ 
tian  Global  Concerns;  Mrs.  Frank 
Tillman,  Alexandria,  Christian  Per- 
sonhood  and  Miss  Louise  Jones,  Pine¬ 
ville,  Supportive  Community.  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Program  Resources  is  Mrs.  C. 
E.  Castain  of  Alexandria  and  chair¬ 
person  on  Membership  is  Mrs.  E,  J. 
Raby. 

Mrs.  Frank  Tillman  dnd  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Castain  conducted  a  memorial  service 
for  deceased  members. 

A  meaningful  and  inspirational  ser¬ 
vice  of  celebration  was  led  by  Mrs. 
M.  C.  McNeal,  Jr.  Assisting  her  were 
Mrs.  Harvey  Henry,  Miss  Bessie  Rol- 
lo,  Mrs.  Leola  Kane,  Mrs.  Nathaniel 
Perry  and  Mrs.  Alvin  Sandefur. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  all 
those  present  receiving  communion  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Rev.  Stone  Car¬ 
away  and  the.  Rev.  Nathaniel  Perry. 

Following  the  service  the  Pineville 
WSCS  members  held  a  reception  in 
the  fellowship  hall. 

t 


United  Methodist  Women  of  As- 
bury  Church,  Natchitoches,  spon¬ 
sored  a  memorial  service  for  two 
of  their  deceased  members  re¬ 
cently:  Mrs.  Roberta  K.  Leroy, 

who  was  district  vice-president  of 
the  Shreveport  District  WSCS,  and 
Mrs.  Geneva  Woodard,  who  was  an 
active  member  of  the  local  society. 
Tributes  in  song  and  word  were 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Odile  Ward, 
Irs.  Rosemary  Jones,  Mrs.  Vienna 
Gay,  Mrs.  Winderlean  Lewis,  Mrs. 
Gladys  Revels,  Mrs.  Daisy  Jones, 
Miss  Mary  Severe,  Mrs.  Amanda 
Young,  and  the  Rev.  Richard 
Harry. 

t 

METHODIST  MEN  of  Ingleside 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  met  Monday  night.  Sept. 
24,  with  Clyde  Fontenot  as  guest 
speaker.  He  spoke  on  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  Convention.  Officers 
for  this  year’s  Men’s  Club  are: 
Jerry  Watts,  president;  Hobart 
Gregory,  vice-president;  Frank 
Bishop,  treasurer;  and  Wayne 
Knight,  secretary.  Their  pastor  is 
the  Rev.  J.  C.  Wallace. 


UNICEF  and  us 

This  Halloween,  once  again,  chil¬ 
dren  in  our  town  and  in  towns  and 
cities  across  the  country  will  gather  to 
make  magic  for  the  niillions  of  other 
children  whose  world  contains  more 
than  its  share  of  poverty,  ignorance  and 
despair. 

As  they  collect  coins  and  currency 
for  the  United  Nations  Children’s  Fund 
our  youngsters  will  offer  us  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  help  UNICEF  provide  medi¬ 
cal  care,  improved  nutrition  and  edu¬ 
cation  assistance  for  other  children  in 
111  countries  of  the  Third  World  — 
■a  world  where  nearly  half  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  under  15,  where  the  average 
per  capita  income  is  less  than  $200, 
where  three  out  of  every  ten  babies 
don’t  survive  their  first  five  years.  In 
the  developing  areas  of  Africa,  Asia, 
Latin  America  and  the  Middle  East 
just  one  of  our  pennies  can  protect  a 
child  against  tuberculosis,  a  dime  can 


provide  enough  dry  milk  to  make  fifty 
glasses  of  liquid  milk,  and  a  quarter 
can  buy  a  baby  chick  for  an  applied 
nutrition  program. 

But  the  magic  doesn’t  end  there. 
When  you  help  UNICEF  help  a  child, 
that  child’s  government  helps  too.  For 
every  $1  the  Children’s  Fund  spends 
in  a  developing  country,  that  country 
provides  an  average  $2.50  in  local  re¬ 
sources.  And  when  a  UNICEF-assis¬ 
ted  youngster  grows  up  healthy,  liter¬ 
ate,  hopeful  and  productive,  he  in  turn 
can  contribute  to  the  development  of 
his  family  and  his  nation.  By  assisting 
their  children,  UNICEF  helps  these 
countries  help  themselves. 

Oct.  31  is  National  UNICEF  Day 
by  Presidential  proclamation.  On  or 
about  that  day  each  one  of  us  can  in 
effect  take  out  “World  Insurance”  by 
dedicating  our  pennies  and  quarters, 
dimes  and  dollars  to  children  in  need 
of  a.  belter  future.  It’s  not  only  the 
children’s  world  we’ll  be  improving, 
but  our  own  as  well. 


OR 
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^'‘Freely  ye  have  received, 
freely  give”  --JESUS 

LMCF  is  a  scientific  research  organization,  hungrily  reaching  into 
libraries,  laboratories,  statistical  reporting  agencies  and  publishing  houses 
all  over  the  world  to  find,  study,  evaluate  and  then  disseminate  trust¬ 
worthy  information  to  all  whom  it  serves. 

It  is  an  educational  agency,  enlarging  and  intensifying  now  a  great 
and  effective  work  of  enlightenment  and  character  building  among  Louisi¬ 
ana’s  youth,  and  planning  a  much  needed  program  of  Adult  Education 
soon  to  be  projected. 

It  is  a  Soldiership  too,  mobilizing  good  citizens  for  cultural,  civic  and 
political  responsibility  in  our  social  order,  and  combatting  the  criminal, 
immoral  and  anti-social  influences  which  too  long  have  been  rooted  in 
our  state. 

Most  notably,  LMCF  is  a  Christian  fellowship.  It  is  a  teamwork  of 
all  those  who  call  Jesus  their  Lord  and  Master  and  who  are  willing  to 
associate  themselves  in  brotherly  affection  for  Christian  conquest. 

LMCF’s  activities  are  financed  by  the  People  of  God,  of  many  de¬ 
nominational  names.  Baptists  and  Methodists  furnish  LMCF’s  main  sup¬ 
port,  but  generous  financial  help  comes  also  from  Presbyterians,  Naza- 
renes.  Church  of  God  members,  Lutherans,  Episcopalians  and  others. 
Hundreds  of  churches  provide  in  their  budgets  for  monthly,  quarterly, 
semi-annual  or  annual  remittances  of  funds  to  LMCF. 

RIGHT  NOW  the  Baptist  Churches  of  Louisiana  are  beginning  to 
make  up  their  financial  budgets  for  the  next  calendar  year.  So  —  RIGHT 
NOW  —  LMCF  asks  every  Pastor  and  Lay  Member  to  put  LMCF  into 
their  financial  budgets  for  next  fiscal  year. 

HOW  MUCH?  LMCF  asks  no  more  and  no  less  than  formerly;  no 
more  and  no  less  than  from  every  church  in  the  state.  It  is  only  TWEN¬ 
TY-FIVE  (25)  CENTS  PER  YEAR  FOR  EVERY  LOCAL  RESIDENT 
CHURCH  MEMBER.  Pay  it  in  monthly  installments  if  possible.  Have 
your  treasurer  send  it  either  through  your  State  Headquarters  Office  as 
designated  for  LMCF,  or  mail  it  direct  to  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  P.  O.  Box  2951,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821. 

As  freely  as  we  receive  we  do  freely  give  of  our  time  and  strength 
and  services  to  aU  who  ask  or  want  or  need  them. 
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The 

Drug  Peddler 

The  mounting  drug  abuse  problem 
demands  that  every  concerned  citizen 
set  aside  preconceived  and  often  self- 
centered  ideas  regarding  the  entire 
drug  problem.  Parents  are  going  to 
have  to  eliminate  the  double  stand¬ 
ards  they  have  set  regarding  the  use 
of  drugs.  Particularly  is  this  true  re¬ 
garding  the  drug  ethyl  alcohol.  With 
over  19,000,000  problem  drinkers  in 
the  United  States  of  whom  seven  to 
nine  million  are  alcoholics,  it  would 
seem  that  the  time  is  long  overdue 
when  we  view  the  beer,  wine  and  liq¬ 
uor  industries  for  what  they  are  — 
drug  peddlers  who  have  by  mass  ad¬ 
vertising  brainwashed  the  unthinking 
American  public. 

By  double  standards  on  the  part  of 
some  parents,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
youth  of  America  decry  the  hypocrisy 
of  the  establishment  (those  over  30). 

In  terms  of  total  social  harm  to  so¬ 
ciety,  alcohol  causes  greater  havoc 
than  all  other  drugs  combined.  The 
abuse  of  all  drugs  must  be  met  by 
concerned  community  action;  but  at 
no  time  should  we  be  “side- tracked” 
into  ignoring  the  alcohol  problem 
while  “crusading”  under  the  banner  of 
fighting  the  drug  abuse  problem. 

Drug  abuse,  in  any  analysis,  basic¬ 
ally  points  up  the  task  of  the  church 
in  declaring  the  message  of  Christ 
who  gave  His  life  that  man  might  find 
real  life  —  abundant  life  —  the  pur¬ 
poseful  life  in  Him  and  not  in  the  use 
of  drugs. 

t 

Quotable  Quotes 

There  is  no  difference  between  the 
DRUNKEN  and  the  DRINKING  driv¬ 
er  —  each  is  accident  prone  (Editorial 
Cartoonist  Charles  C.  Bissell,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.) 

t 

Weather  forecast  for  the  drinking 
driver;  FINE  today  COOLER  tomor¬ 
row. 

t 

Don’t  show  your  wealth  by  having 
the  undertaker  drive  you  to  the  ceme¬ 
tery.  (John  B.  McSweeney,  Nevada 
Dept,  of  Motor  Vehicles) 
t 

It  isn’t  used  cars  that  are  menaces 
on  the  highway  —  it’s  the  MISused 
ones.  (Tarheel  Wheels  in  Virginia 
State  Patrol  TRAFFIC  TALK) 


Your  future  extends  only  as  far  as 
you  can  see  through  your  windshield. 
(CALL-CHRONICLE,  Altoona,  Pa.) 
t 

One  split  second  of  IMpatience  can 
mean  days,  even  months,  as  a  patient, 
t 

When  all  the  cars  in  the  city  are 
laid  out  end  to  end,  we  know  the  Sun¬ 
day  weekend  is  here.  (CHRISTIAN 
STATEMENT,  Pittsburgh,  Penna.) 
t 

Looks  can’t  kill  but  manners  of 
drivers  can.  (Colorado  State  Patrol) 
t 

Due  to  many  week-end  hangovers 
and  Monday  absenteeism,  do  not  buy 
a  car  coming  off  the  assembly  line  on 
a  Monday  without  complete  check-up. 
t 

Never  buy  a  second-hand  car  with¬ 
out  having  all  wheels  removed  and 


brake  linings  proved  in  good  condi¬ 
tion. 

t 

When  you  pass  a  car  on  the  thru¬ 
way  and  no  car  is  back  of  you,  be 
sure  to  cut  in  as  closely  as  you  can 
and  then  slow  down  .  .  .  you  irritate 
folks  that  way.  Gaining  one  car  length 
at  the  stop  light  by  speeding  up  saves 
five  seconds  that  mean  little  but  it 
does  slow  the  cars  you  pass.  Tailgat¬ 
ing  is  good  exercise  for- testing  your 
eyesight  and  brakes.  Bright  lights  blind 
others  but  you  have  them  so  use  them. 
Travel ,  at  any  speed  you  like  on  a 
70-mph  thruway  and  ignore  traffic 
piling  up  behind  you.  Blow  your  horn 
when  the  car  ahead  slows  down  to 
permit  a  parked  car  to  enter  the  high¬ 
way;  never  use  your  brakes.  If  a  pokey 
driver,  never  hesitate  to  use  the  thru- 
ways;  after  all,  your  taxes  helped  a 
bit  to  pay  for  them. 

and  when  you  arrive  home 

Be  ASHAMED  of  YOURSELF  for 
PROVING  to  all  as  the  most  DIS- 


My  76th  birthday 

W.  EARL  HOTALEN 

Beginning  in  mid-September,  1973, 
I  became  the  happy  recipient  of  love 
letters,  beautiful  greeting  cards,  and 
expressive  gifts  from  relatives  and 
friends  living  all  over  the  world.  Most 
of  them  were  Tennesseeans ,  Alabam¬ 
ians  and  Louisianians  and  even  some 
from  New  York  and  Washington,  D.C. 
But  most  numerous  of  all  were  the 
wonderfully  fine  Christian  friends  I 
have  acquired  since  late  in  1949  in 
Louisiana,  during  my  managerial 
workmanship  WITH  THE  PEOPLE 
OF  GOD  in  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation,  Inc. 

The  most  exciting  and  enriching 
celebration  event,  however,  was  on  my 
76th  birthday,  September  22,  1973, 
when  LMCF’s  Executive  Director, 
Mark  A.  Lower,  and  his  lovely  wife 
DAISY,  and  Associate  Director  Mark 
Tullos  and  his  “young  genius”  group 
of  five  —  Harold  Robinson,  John  Os¬ 
walt  and  Dennis  Phelps  plus  two  en¬ 
chanting  beauties,  Miss  Diann  Lary 
and  Miss  Deborah  Brown,  came  to  my 
house  on  Bardwell  Drive  at  about 
noon,  shared  with  my  wife  Ruth,  and 
me,  my  oh!  —  so  —  delicious  birth¬ 
day  lunch,  and  then  presented  a  heart- 
thrilling  ttiusicale  —  most  inspiring  to 
me! 

With  reverential  truthfulness  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  believe  it  was  GOD  HIM¬ 
SELF  who  arranged  with  these  be¬ 
loved  visitors  for  their  heavenly  elo¬ 
quence  of  expression  to  me  on  this 
my  birthday. 

LMCF’s  soldiership  activities  are 
certainly  a  wonderful  gift  of  God  to 
the  State  of  Louisiana;  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  men  and  women  who  sincerely 
support  LMCF’s  work  with  their  fi¬ 
nancial  contributions,  their  prayers 
and  their  active  work  helpfulness  are 
notably  recognized  as  THE  PEOPLE 
OF  GOD!  1  am  so-o-o  proud  of  and 
happy  for  the  personnel  and  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation. 

t  . 


COURTEOUS  driver  on  the  road., 
(Editor’s  note:  this  applies  to  all  of 
us  at  times.  We  are  Dr.  Jekyl  and  Mr., 
Hyde  when  behind  the  wheel  of  our 
automobile.  Plain,  ordinary  discourt¬ 
esy  is  a  common  fault  and  disgraces, 
us  all). 

t 

It  isn’t  the  loose  nut  on  the  car  — 
it’s  the  loose  nut  at  the  wheel. 
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CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
SHREVEPORT,  LA. 

NOT  TO  BE  TAKEN  OUT 

NOV  3.1973 


Permission  to  reprint  was  given;  thus  the  following  is  submitted  without 
comment,  but  with  tongue  in  cheek. 

Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder 
Detroit  Annual  Conference 
Adrian,  Michigan 

Attention;  All  Clergypersons 
Apologies:  All  Clergymen 

Dear  Bishop  Loder: 

I  have  made  a  study  of  the  Detroit  Annual  Conference  Pre-Confer¬ 
ence  Reports,  noting  they  are  not  for  publication  until  perfected.  (I  as¬ 
sume  that  this  conference  will  not  be  like  the  woman  who  said  that  her 
ten-year-old  daughter  must  “perfect”  the  piano  before  starting  a  second 
instrument.) 

I  also  assume  that  all  misspelled  words  are  “typos”  so  I  will  not 
submit  my  list.  However,  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  the  use  of  “person,” 
a  very  good  word  in  itself,  is  becoming  very  monotonous  in  compounds 
throughout  this  report  and  causing  very  awkward  constructions.  I  know 
this  use  is  construed  as  a  sop  to  women  who  feel  that  man  no  longer 
“embraces”  woman,  but  the  compiounds  do  sound  “prim”  and  “sissy,”  the 
blend  of  which  is  “prissy.”  And  don’t  blame  me  —  it  was  J.  D.  Salinger 
who  said,  “It’s  a  prissy  word  invented  by  the  clergy!” 

If  we  are  going  to  rule  out  respected  words  like  mankind,  workman, 
manhood,  chairman,  layman,  won’t  we  have  to  rule  out  clergyman?  If 
clergy  is  a  parallel  for  laity,  clergyman  for  layman,  then  clergyperson  is 
a  parallel  for  layperson.  On  page  13,  Committee  on  Nominations,  isn’t 
it  patently  wrong  to  use  clergy  for  one  minister?  (I  don’t  think  the  writ¬ 
ers  of  this  report  like  the  use  of  clergyperson  for  clergyman,  because  they 
chose  to  use  an  incorrectform  instead,  and  frankly  I  don’t  blame  them  — 
it  does  sound  prissy.  Another  C.  S.  Lewis  could  have  as  his  hero,  “Percy 
Clergyperson.”) 

And  think  of  all  the  ramifications! 

“A  workperson  that  needeth  not  be  ashamed  of  his  or  her  workper- 
sonship.” 

•Pat-a-cake,  pat-a-cake,  baker’s  person” 

“All  the  king’s  horses  and  all  the  king’s  persons” 

“O  Master  Workperson  of  the  Race” 

“Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  Personkind”  (two  eighth  notes  instead  of 
quarters  will  come  in  handy) 

No  longer  “officers  and  men,”  but  “officers  and  persons!” 

And  that  much  overworked  expletive,  “Man,”  will  be  out.  (Thank 
goodness  —  I  once  heard  a  minister  use  it  five  times  in  two  sentences  — 
but  horrors,  the  substitute  —  “Person!”  I  can’t  stand  that  either.) 

In  checkers,  backgammon,  and  chess  —  no  longer  “men.”  (Do  you 
think  that  carved  ivory  queen  has  resented  it  all  these  years  that  she  has 
been  called  a  chessman  along  with  the  king,  the  bishops,  and  the  knights? 
I’ll  bet  the  latter  will  dislike  being  called  “chesspersons.”) 

In  baseball,  now  that  girls  are  playing  in  Little  League,  before  long 
it  will  not  be  first,  second,  and  third  basemen  but  basepersons!  Imagine 
Stormin’  Norman  when  the  announcer  says,  “First  basepcrson  —  Norman 
Cash!” 

(Oh  well,  you’re  out  to  change  the  world!) 

I  could  go  on  ad  infinitum,  O  Brother  and  Sister  Persons,  but  I  must 
call  to  your  attention  another  “No!  No!”  An  English  professor  I  had  at 
the  university  said  that  good  writers  always  avoid  awkward  constructions. 
He  cited  the  him  or  her,  himself  or  herself  construction  as  the  horrid 
example.  See  page  241.  (If  you  do  use  this  construction,  shouldn’t  “her” 
come  first,  alphabetically  speaking  —  and  not  because  I  am  a  “her,”  im- 
grammatically  speaking?) 

If  you  want  to  perfect  page  7,  change  “Chairman  of  Spiritual 
Growth”  to  “Mission  Coordinator  of  Christian  Personhood.”  Terminology 
in  the  Woman’s  Society,  Women’s  Society,  United  Methodist  Women  has 
undergone  three  changes  in  the  past  five  or  six  years,  and  with  all  the 
structuring  and  restructuring,  naming  and  renaming  throughout  the 
church.  I’m  not  sure  there’s  been  time  for  emphasis  on  spiritual  growth 
anyway. 

I  enjoyed  being  a  layman  —  a  lay  member  —  two  years  ago.  “Mem¬ 
ber”  is  a  warm,  friendly  word  with  the  sense  of  belonging  inherent.  So, 
I’ll  just  sign  myself 

A  Lay  Member 
Qara  Mae  Beach 

P.S.  With  this  letter  I  relinquish  all  hopes  of  a  “chairpersonship!” 


Faithfully, 


Xaisaqn  ©SouoO 

duuOQ  nd . 


Lthe 

ouisiana 

fl)etho6ist 
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Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field  extended  greetings 
from  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  to  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  largest  program 
agency,  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  meet¬ 
ing  last  week  in  New 
Orleans’  Fontainebleau 
Hotel.  Board  representa¬ 
tives  participated  in 
area  church  services  on 
Oct.  21  and  28. 


hy  Toge  Fujihira 

Three  major  agencies 
map  ollT  ■objectives 


Statements  on  national  and  world 
issues,  the  setting  of  goals  and  objec¬ 
tives,  election  of  staff  officials,  the  set¬ 
ting  of  budgets  and  “housekeeping 
work”  were  among  the  major  concerns 
as  three  of  United  Methodism’s  major 
program  agencies  met  in  recent  annual 
gatherings. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
meeting  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Oct.  18- 
21,  had  among  major  concerns  the 
funding  of  a  new  division,  approval  fw 
joint  United  Nations-Washington  study 
programs  and  the  reelection  of  it’s  chief 
executive.  It  also  issued  resolutions  re¬ 
lating  to  current  issues:  it  called  for" 
the  beginning  of  impeachment  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  President;  for  reformed 
campaign  financing;  for  an  equitable 
settlement  of  the  Middle  East  conflict; 
for  unconditional  amnesty  for  objec¬ 
tors  to  the  Vietnam  war  along  with 
aid  to  the  war’s  veterans  and  victims; 
and  for  support  for  selective  buying  of 
several  products  in  support  of  workers. 

Articles  relating  to  further  board 
Jictions  may  be  found  on  pages  9  and 
10. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship,  meeting 
Oct.  22-25  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  heard 
it’s  new  General  Secretary  Eh.  Melvin 
G.  Talbert  deliver  a  working  paper, 
prepared  by  the  staff,  stating  that  the 
chief  purpose  of  the  board  is  “to  as¬ 
sist  local  churches.”  The  board,  includ¬ 
ing  the  former  Boards  of  Laity,  Evan¬ 
gelism,  and  portions  of  the  former 
Board  of  Education  and  Commission 
on  Worship,  is  considered  the  most 
comprehensively  related  agency  of  the 
denomination’s  40,(X)0  local  churches. 
Among  actions  of  the  Board  were  ap¬ 
proval  of  it’s  1974  budget,  creation  of 


a  national  Committee  on  Family  Life, 
and  the  election  of  staff  members.  Ar¬ 
ticles  related  to  this  meeting  may  also 
be  found  on  pages  9  and  10. 

The  church’s  largest  program  agen¬ 
cy,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  met 
in  New  Orleans,  La.,  Oct.  23-28. 
Among  major  items  before  the  Board 
were  problems  related  to  world  hun¬ 
ger,  the  issue  of  the  1 6-months-long 
strike  at  Methodist  Hospital  in  Pike- 
ville,  Ky.,  representation  by  women  in 
staff  positions  and  items  related  to  na¬ 
tional  and  world  mission  activities  of 
the  church. 

The  Women’s  Division,  one  of  the 
nine  major  units  of  the  Board,  called 
for  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
begin  impeachment  proceedings  against 
the  President  and,  in  it’s  six-page 
“Watergate- 1973”  statement,  called  for 
a  series  of  governmental  reforms. 

Articles  relating  to  further  actions 
of  this  Board  may  be  found  on  page  9. 
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GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 

PERSONNEL  SPEAK  IN 

NEW  ORLEANS  AREA  CHURCHES 

by  Robert  Lear 

NEW  ORLEANS,  La.,  Oct.  25 
(UMC)  When  German-speaking  Meth¬ 
odists  founded  what  is  now  the  Sec¬ 
ond  United  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans  in  the  middle  of  the  19th  Cen¬ 
tury  they  could  have  little  suspected 
that  a  bishop  from  Switzerland,  whose 
native  tongue  is  German,  would  be  on 
hand  to  help  celebrate  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  133rd  anniversary. 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


FROM  LEFT:  The  Rev.  Cleveland  Herr,  Second  Church  pastor, 
Nick  Incrivalia,  New  Orleans  District  Layman  of  the  Year;  Miss 
Vernita  Booker,  New  Orleans  District  Lay  Woman  of  the  Year; 
Reid  Draffen,  Jr.,  New  Orleans  District  lay  leader,  and  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Walker,  Mount  Zion  pastor. 


Lay  award  recipients  announced 
at  New  Orleans  Banquet 


Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  staff  was  the  featured 
speaker  for  the  New  Orleans  District 
Board  of  Laity  Banquet  held  Tuesday, 
Oct.  23  at  First  Church,  3401  Can^ 
Street,  in  New  Orleans.  Bishop  Finis 
A,  Crutchfield  was  present  to  introduce 
the  head  of  the  largest  agency  of  the 
United  Methodist  Qiurch. 

Mr.  Nick  Incriviglia,  a  member  of 
Second  United  'Methodist  Church,  was 
the  recipient  of  the  Layman  of  the 
Year  Award;  the  Lay  Woman  of  the 
Year  Award  went  to  Miss  J.  Vernita 
Booker  of  Mount  Zion  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Both  awards  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  Bishop  Crutchfield. 

The  Rev.  Qeveland  B.  Herr,  Jr.,^ 
Nick’s  pastor,  says  “There  are  so  many 
things  I  could  say  about  him,  but  it 
would  take  about  a  week.”  A  few  of 
the  things  Pastor  Herr  did  emunerate 
included  Nick’s  concern  for  the  elderly 
ladies  at  St,  Anna’s  Asylum,  where  he 
has  arranged  for  regular  services  in 
cooperation  with  local  pastors;  Nick’s 
comer  grocery  which  has  become  a 
community  fellowship  center  where  he 
puts  his  Christianity  into  practice;  his 
meticulous  attention  in  keeping  church 
records  and  looking  after  the  church 
property,  untold  trips  with  his  station 
wagon  to  pick  up  members  (  in  need  of 
transportation  to  attend  services,  a  trip 
to  the  doctor,  or  whatever.  Twenty 
years  ago  he  took  in  a  little,  homeless 
black  boy  and  reared  him  into  useful 
manhood.  Nick’s  favorite  hymn  is: 
"Just  A  Closer  Walk  With  Thee.” 

The  recipient  of  the  Lay  Woman  of 
the  Year  Award,  Miss  J,  Vernita  Book¬ 
er,  is  a  First  Grade  teacher  .at  William 
J.  Guste  Elementary  SchooLwho  re¬ 
ceived  her  early  education  in  Orleans 
Parish  Public  Schools,  and  holds  a 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  Dillard 
University.  Miss  Booker  did  additional 
study  at  Xavier,  Southern  and  Louisi¬ 
ana.  State  Universities,  and  at  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver.  An  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  she 
has  served  her  church  in  numerous 
leadership  roles.  On  the  district  level 
her  services  have  included  membership 
on  the  Board  of  Laity,  Council  of 
Ministries,  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
Auxiliary,  and  Metropolitan  Minis¬ 


tries.  In  addition  she  has  held  impor¬ 
tant  assignments  on  conference  com¬ 
missions,  and  has  received  numerous 
citations  for  her  contributions  to  civic 
organizations.  Her  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr. 
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from  page  one 

AREA  CHURCHES 

Yet  that  was  the  case  at  8:30  a.m. 
Sunday  (Oct.  28)  when  members  and 
visitors  gathered  at  2527  Burgundy 
St.,  for  the  observance.  And  it  took  a 
whole  series  of  coincidences  to  make 
it  possible,  including  a  prior  commit¬ 
ment  by  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  of 
the  United  Methodist  Louisiana  Area 
and  a  meeting  of  the  denomination’s 
world-wide  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
in  New  Orleans. 

As  a  part  of  the  board’s  meeting  at 
the  Fontainebleau  Hotel  Oct.  18-28, 
board  members  were  assigned  at  ran¬ 
dom  to  22  New  Orleans  area  churches 
Sunday  to  preach,  visit  with  church 
members,  and  otherwise  fill  local  con¬ 
gregations  in  on  what  was  done  at  the 
sessions. 

After  the  random  assignments  had 
been  set  up  it  was  discovered  that 
Bishop  Franz  Shafer  of  Zurich,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  had  been  assigned  to  Second 
Church  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Octo¬ 
ber  when  the  congregation  traditional¬ 
ly  has  observed  its  anniversary. 

The  Rev.  Cleveland  Herr,  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  90-member  church,  said  that 
while  there  have  not  been  German¬ 
speaking  members  in  the  church  for 
many  years,  there  are  still  members 
with  names  of  German  origin  and  the 
congregation  was  looking  forward  to 
having  Bishop  Shafer  as  preacher. 

The  present  Burgundy  Street  build¬ 
ing  dates  from  1906  when  the  old 
German-speaking  and  an  English- 
speaking  congregation  were  merged. 
At  one  time  the  congregation  had  as 
many  as  500  members. 

Other  United  Methodist  churches 
which  had  preachers  from  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  include:  Hartzell, 
2014  Caffin  Ave.;  St.  Matthew’s,  Met¬ 
airie;  St.  Paul’s,  Harahan;  Luling 
UMC;  Philipps  Memorial,  3236  Bur- 


REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 

Funeral  services  for  the  Rev.  D.  B. 
Boddie,  retired  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  were  conducted  at 
NoUey  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Jena,  La.,  on  Sunday,  Oct. 
28,  1973.  Officiating  at  the  service  was 
the  Rev.  G.  Eldred  Blakely,  pastor. 
The  message  was  delivered  by  a  long¬ 
time  ministerial  friend.  Dr.  Jolly  B. 
Harper,  pastor,  Louisiana  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Opelousas, 
La. 

Baker  Boddie,  as  he  was  known  to 
many,  attended  Centenary  College,  af¬ 
ter  which  he  began  his  ministry  in  east 
Texas,  where  he  met  and  married  the 
former  Ella  Mae  Kegler,  who  died  on 
Sept.  1,  1965. 

In  1919  he  and  his  family  came  to 
Louisiana  when  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Rochelle  Charge.  Other  pastorates 
included  Glenmora,  Opelousas,  Oak¬ 
dale,  Pineville,  Lake  Providence,  Sul¬ 
phur,  Hodge,  Gibsland,  Morgan  City, 
Delhi,  Clinton,  Gueydan,  Davidson, 
at  Lafayette.  After  retirement  in  1956 
he  served  Canal  Street  Church,  New 
Orleans  the  year  it  merged  with  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  then  becoming 
the  associate  minister  at  First  Church, 
New  Orleans.  He  was  then  appointed 
to  the  Trout  Charge,  after  which  he 
and  his  wife  moved  to  their  home  in 
Jena. 

Mr.  Boddie  was  bom  in  Summer¬ 
ville,  La.,  on  July  3,  1884,  and  died  in 
Jena  on  Oct.  25,  1973  at  the  age  of 


dette  St.;  Carrollton,  921  S.  Carrollton 
Ave.;  Napoleon  Ave.,  2524  Napoleon 
Ave.;  First,  Lake  Charles;  Lake  Vista, 
6645  Spanish  Fort  Blvd.;  First  Street, 
2309  Dryades  St.;  Thompson,  1023  St, 
Roch  Ave.;  Parker  Memorial,  1130 
Nashville  Ave.;  St.  Andrew,  4500  Ga- 
wain  Dr.;  Aurora,  3300  Eton  St.;  Al¬ 
giers,  637  Opelousas  St.;  Belle  Chasse 
Community,  Belle  Chasse;  and  Metair¬ 
ie  UMC. 

Four  others  had  visitors  in  church 
school  classes  or  in  other  groups.  These 
include  Rayne  Memorial,  3900  St. 
Charles  Ave,;  Wesley,  2517  Jackson 
Ave.;  Grace,  2001  Iberville  St.;  and 
Brooks,  4000  Buchanan  St. 

The  series  of  visits  Sunday  marked 
the  first  time  that  a  program  of  this 
exact  nature  has  been  planned  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
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Youth  Rally 
in  Alexandria 
District,  Nov.  10 

The  Alexandria  District  Youth 
Rally  will  be  held  Saturday,  Nov,  10, 
5:30-10:00  p.m.,  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria.  This 
will  be  the  first  district-wide  program 
this  year,  according  to  the  Rev.  Stone 
Caraway,  district  director  of  Youth 
Ministries. 

Benny  Vaughan,  youth  minister  at 
First  Church,  Shreveport,  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  25  youth  in  the  caravan 
who  will  present  the  program.  Follow¬ 
ing  supper,  scheduled  for  5:30,  the 
program  will  include  a  Sing-Along, 
Fun  time,  and  a  Soul  Picnic,  which  is 
a  multi-media  event  composed  of 
drama,  music,  short  stories,  and  a 
Presentation  of  Belief.  Next  on  the 
program  will  be  a  Reach  Out  Service 
which  will  involve  scripture,  conversa¬ 
tion  and  reaction.  Activities  will  be 
concluded  with  a  Final  Circle  at  10 
p.m. 

Supper  will  be  served  at  a  cost  of 
$1.75  per  person.  Reservations  from 
local  churches  should  be  received  not 
later  than  Wednesday,  Nov.  7.  If  pos¬ 
sible  payment  should  be  included  with 
registrations,  -jl 


89.  He  is  survived  by  his  three  sons, 
Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe;  D.  Harbin 
Boddie,  Shreveport;  and  G.  B.  (Jack) 
Boddie,  Raleigh^  N.  Car.,  and  by  six 
grandchildren,  Mrs.  David  (Linda) 
Clark,  Natchitoches;  Susan  Boddie, 
Dallas;  David  Boddie,  Louisiana  Tech 
University,  Ruston;  Thomas  Boddie, 
Northeast  Louisiana  University,  Mon¬ 
roe;  Harriett  Boddie,  Shreveport;  and 
Johin  Boddie,  Duke  University,  Dur¬ 
ham,  North  Carolina. 
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The  Veterans  Administration 
Hospital,  Shreveport,  is  now 
scheduling  choirs  to  carol  at 
the  hospital  Dec.  16-21. 
Ministers  of  Music  and  youth 
directors  interested  in  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  caroling  program 
should  contact  the  Chaplain’s 
Office. 


Staff  for  recent  Fall  Mission  Workshops  held  in  Lafayette  District  (left  to 
right)  the  Rev.  Rick  Hebert,  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  the  Rev.  Jerome  Cain, 
host  pastor,  the  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley,  district  missionary  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Ken  McDowell,  district  superintendent,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Mrs. 
Bonita  Davis. 
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NOVEMBER  1.  1973 


In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United -Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited. 

ON  BEING  PASTOR  AND  PRIEST 
. AS  WELL  AS  PROPHET 

Among  the  big  challenges  facing  the  church  in  such  times  as  this  — 
though  there  certainly  haven’t  been  many  “such  times  as  this”  —  is  to 
resist  the  temptation  to  follow  and  to  search  out  those  ways  in  which  we 
may  be  used  by  God  to  lead. 

For  example:  it  is  relatively  easy  for  the  church  to  join  the  voices 
calling  to  begin  the  process  of  impeachment  of  the  President.  This  takes 
no  particular  courage  at  this  point.  What  is  more  difficult  and  what  takes 
more  creative  skill  as  well  as  courage  is  to  search  out  what  our  pastoral 
and  priestly  ministries  —  and  not  only  our  prophetic  role  —  are  calling 
us  as  the  church  to  be  and  do  today.  Our  challenge  is  to  search  out  the 
meaning  of  these  roles  and  then  to  fulfill  them. 

BEING  PASTOR  AND  PRIEST  TODAY 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  priest  and  pastor  in  America  today?  And 
who  will  fulfill  these  roles  if  the  church  does  not?  There  are  many 
prophets  ready  and  willing  to  call  down  the  judgment  of  God  upon  the 
guilty  and  upon  the  suspected.  While  the  church,  as  the  most  legitimate 
of  these,  must  be  the  most  responsible  prophet  among  them  all,  it  must 
resist  the  tendency  to  forget  that  it’s  ministry  is  equally  that  of  pastor 
and  priest. 

The  prophets  are  many  in  our  land.  Priests  and  pastors  are  fewer. 
Who  will  sound  the  call  to  reconciliation  if  the  church  does  not?  Who 
will  administer  the  word  of  healing  if  the  church  is  too  busy  as  prophet 
to  remember  it’s  role  as  pastor? 

The  roles,  of  course,  cannot  be  isolated  one  from  another.  Ours  is 
a  whole  ministry  to  the  whole  man.  The  authentic  pastor  and  priest  is 
the  one  who  has  also  been,  the  faithful  prophet.  By  the  same  token  the 
prophet’s  invocations  of  judgment  ring  hollow  if  they  are  not  accompanied 
by  a  ministry  of  pastoral  and  priestly  concern. 

PROPHETIC  RESPONSIBILITY  REMAINS 

What,  then,  does  it  mean  for  the  church  to  fulfill  it’s  pastoral  and 
priestly  role  in  America  1973? 

One  thing  that  it  does  not  mean  is  that  the  church  abandon  or  de¬ 
fault  in  it’s  prophetic  role.  And  nothing  stated  here  should  be  interpreted 
to  suggest  that  the  church  minimize  this  vital  dimension  of  its  God-given 
ministry. 

This  prophetic  ministry  may  well  justify  the  action  recently  of  two 
major  agencies  of  our  church  in  passing  resolutions  calling  for  the  im¬ 
peachment  process  to  begin  (see  page  10).  Rightly  interpreted  such  resolu¬ 
tions  are  not  charges  of  guilt  but  are  a  call  to  begin  the  process  by  which 
innocence  or  guilt  is  justly  determined.  It  is  important  to  keep  this  clari¬ 
fication  in  mind. 

To  fulfill  our  pastoral  and  priestly  role  is  not  to  suggest  that  we 
abandon  our  prophetic  responsibility. 


CALLED  TO  A  WHOLE  MINISTRY 

To  be  faithful  to  this  role  we  must  look  anew  at  the  words  pastor 
and  priest.  They  suggest  a  ministry  of  reconciliation,  of  caring,  of  serving, 
of  healing,  of  intercession  and  of  ministering  in  every  sense  to  the  whofe 
and  hurting  person  and  community,  be  it  a  neighborhood  or  a  nation. 
These  words  suggest  a  positive  and  creative  ministry. 

Some  may  interpret  such  an  emphasis  as  a  cop-out  on  the  more 
dramatic  and  daring  prophetic  role.  Whether  this  is  so  of  himself  or  not 
the  individual  Christian  must  determine.  For  the  pastoral  and  priestly 
ministry  can  well  be  more  difficult  and  daring  than  that  of  the  prophet. 
It  is  often  the  harder  role.  It*  is  far  more  often  the  role  in  keeping  with 
our  New  Testament  heritage. 

It  is,  finally,  a  whole  ministry  which  we  are  called  to  give  today.  If 
we  are  not  careful,  what  we  are  saying  as  prophet  will  be  so  loud  that 
our  nation  will  not  hear,  see  nor  feel  what  we  seek  to  be  and  do  as  pastor 
and  priest.  -  w 


Honk  if  you're  tempted 

One  of  our  college  sons  was  telling  us  recently  a^ut  some  friends 
who  made  a  bicycle  trip  last  summer  —  to  Illinois,  I  be  leve  it  was.  Of 
the  many  interesting  experiences  of  the  trip  one  especially  lingers  to  d 

^l/wafhow^theTy'dists  handled  the  perplexing  problem  of  dogs  that 
would  chase  and  snap  at  them.  They  found  that  one  of  the  ^^^t  ^ffectiye 
deterrents  was  a  small  compressed-air  horn  —  an  aerosol  cfn  with  a  horn 
attached;  the  kind  you  used  to  hear  at  ball  games  but  which,  I  believe, 
have  been  outlawed,  and  with  good  reason.  If  you’ve  never  heard  one  of 
these  little  gems  up  close,  consider  yourself  lucky.  And  if  you  have  it  in 
your  plans  to  hear  one  soon,  don’t  count  on  doing  anything  for  a  couple 
of  days  afterwards  which  will  require  the  use  of  your  hearing,  for  your 

ears  will  need  the  rest.  .  . 

To  make  the  most  of  this  story  you’ve  got  to  use  your  imagination. 
You  must  visualize  the  attacking  canine  making  a  low-couched  head-on 
run  at  the  cyclist  and  the  latter  waiting  until  the  very  last  moment  and 
then  letting  loose  a  blast  on  the  super  horn.  The  scene,  I  am  told,  is 
something  painful  to  behold.  The  attacking  dog  will  scatter  gpyel  or 
burn  pavement  in  as  abrupt  a  change  of  plans  as  you  ve  ever  beheld. 

Now  —  being  a  dog  owner  and  dog  lover  —  I  have  no  desire  to 
endorse  any  undue  treatment  of  our  best  friends,  but  it  does  seem  that 
the  plan  is  a  workable  and  not  in-humane  solution  to  a  knotty  problem 
for  the  cyclist.  But  more  than  that,  it  suggests  a  novel  answer  for  a  per¬ 
plexing  problem,  one  encountered  not  just  by  cyclists,  but  by  all  travellers 
through  this  mortal  world.  For  each  of  us  is  subject  to  attacks  —  head- 
on  charges  —  from  that  most  cunning  and  crafty  of  old  canines,  the 
devil  hisself! 

Among  the  many  schemes  to  ward  off  the  temptations  of  Satan,  the 
air  horn  has  yet  to  be  seriously  considered.  But  I  suggest  that  we  may 

...  ,  ,  ,  r  .  .  - -  ....  .u:- - 


of  evil. 

Just  think  what  a  sobering  effect  it  would  have  on  old  Satan  if 
every  time  he  sought  to  entice  us  with  an  evil  or  tempting  thought  we 
could  just  give  a  blast  at  him  on  the  old  air  horn!  That  should  really 
send  him  scooting! 

Think  of  the  possibilities.  Resourceful  pastors  could  make  air  horns 
available  to  all  members  of  their  flock.  These  could  be  hung  fashionably 
around  the  neck  or  —  for  those  given  to  frequent  attacks  of  temptation 
—  could  be  strapped  to  the  palm  of  the  hand  for  instant  tooting.  Or,  for 
even  more  fool-proof  devil-detecting,  they  could  be  hooked  up  to  the 
heart  beat,  something  like  an  electronic  pace-maker  arrangement. 

There  are,of  course, drawbacks  to  this  idea.  Like,  say,  if  you  had  a 
sudden  evil  thought  right  in  the  middle  of  the  pastor’s  Sunday  morning 
sermon.  A  blast  on  the  old  bugle  might  be  rather  unwelcome  and  would 
also  have  the  embarrassing  effect  of  putting  everyone  on  notice  that  your 
mind  was  wandering  toward  un-Sunday-like  subjects.  And  besides,  if  all 
the  Baptist  deacons  and  Methodist  stewards  —  not  to  mention  the  Epis¬ 
copalians  —  were  equipped  with  these  automatic  temptation  alarms,  our 
neighborhoods  would  probably  sound  like  a  4:30  traffic  jam  on  the 
freeway! 

Oh  well,  it  probably  won’t  catch  on  anyway.  But  I  still  think  it’s 
an  idea  worth  considering. 

The  devil  may  never  know  how  close  he  came  to  having  been  blasted 
right  out  of  the  old  ball  park! 

t 


THINK-A-GRAM:  “Temptation  usually  comes  in  through  a  door  which 
has  deliberately  been  left  open.” 
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Lutheran  Church  Historian,  Dr,  Martin  E.  Marty, 
contends  that  the  right  and  left  wings  of  American 
religion  have  undergone  a  crisis  of  “empty  hopes 
and  shattered  dreams”  in  the  last  decade.  The  Uni¬ 
versity  erf  Chicago  professor  said  American  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  mainly  without  a  central  tradition  or 
“core”  today  and  is  still  reeling  from  what  he  called 
the  “excesses”  of  the  1960s  ,  .  Dr,  Marty  called 
for  a  “reaching  back”  to  traditional  concepts  to 
find  a  new  “center”  in  the  form  of  a  combination 
of  classic  Christian  humanism  and  Biblical  prophecy. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  rejected  an  appeal 
seeking  to  restore  the  tax  exemption  of  the  Rev. 
Billy  Janies  Hmgis,  Tulsa-based  evangelist, 
and  his  Christian  Echoes  National  Ministry.  In 
1962,  Internal  Revenue  ch^enged  the  exemp¬ 
tion  of  Christian  Echoes,  the  corporate  entity 
of  Chrfetian  Crusade,  on  the  groimds  that  the 
ministry’s  radio  programs  and  periodicals  went 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  tax  code  section  to 
exempt  groups.  The  Rev.  Dean  Kelley,  director 
of  civil  and  religious  liberties  for  the  Nat’l. 
Council  of  Churches  —  and  a  United  Method* 
ist,  said  he  fears  that  by  uplndding  the  appe¬ 
late  court  in  Denver  the  Supreme  Court  has 
given  the  IRS  a  “blank  check  to  harass  religious 
groups  with  unpopular  views.” 

The  American  Protestant  Hospital  Assn.,  in  a  state¬ 
ment  presented  to  the  Cost  of  Living  Council, 
charges  that  government  price  stabilization  regula¬ 
tions  “are  sapping  the  strength  of  America’s  hospi¬ 
tals.”  Regulations,  it  says,  -which  permit  those  selling 
food,  blood,  oxygen,  medical  supplies  and  drugs  to 
hospitals  to  increase  their  prices  to  hospitals,  while 
hospitals  are  not  permitted  to  pass  on  such  increased 
costs,  are  forcing  hospitals  to  consider  purchasing 
less  of  vitally-needed  supplies,  or  to  cut  back  in 
their  services. 

Dr.  Peter  Berger,  prominent  Lutheran  sociolo¬ 
gist,  has  asserted  dial  ‘Vhhin  its  own  tradition 
and  competence,  the  church  can  and  should 
speak  wi&  authocity,  without  apology  and  with 
s^-assurance.”  In  ^  late  1960s,  Dr.  Berg^ 
said,  cMifusioa  about  the  authority  the  church 
led  to  a  lot  <rf  “words  and  r^oluticms  now 
sounding  quite  hollow.”  “We  were  correct  in 
condemning  the  war  (Vietnam),”  he  maintained, 
but  Christian  opporiti<m  eventually  led  to  flie 
church’s  becoming  “sort  of  a  chaplain  to  the 
New  Left.” 

A  total  of  six  hundred  French  Protestants,  includ¬ 
ing  fifty  pastors,  have  signed  a  statement  calling 
for  a  re-orientation  in  the  conduct  of  the  Reformed 
Church  of  France,  charging  that  the  Church  is 
“overly  oriented”  on  politick,  economic  and  social 
questions.  They  urge  Christians  to  concentrate  their 
attention  on  the  Holy  Bible  and  the  Gospel. 

Dr.  John  Sutheriand  Bonnell,  who  during  his 
active  ministry  was  (me  of  the  most  popular 
clergymen  in  New  Yoik  Chy  and  in  the  United 
Presbyterian  denomination,  is  returning  to  the 
pu^h  at  the  age  (rf  80  —  having  accepted  a 
call  to  the  preachii^  ministry  irf  a  church  in 
New  Rochelle  on  an  interim  basis.  “I  have 
some  ideas  on  the  subject  ((rf  the  church)  wluch 
I  hope  to  have  a  (Aance  to  test,”  told 
Rdi^^ous  News  Service.  One  of  those  ideas 
concerns  the  importance  (rf  sermons  based  in 
the  Bible.  “There  is  a  tendency  today  to  get 
away  firom  biblical  preaching,”  Dr.  Bonnell 
sai(L 


James  MacCracken,  director  of  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Nat’l.  Council  of  Churches,  appearing 
before  joint  hearings  of  two  Senate  subcommittees 
for  continuance  of  programs  through  which  govern¬ 
ment  foodstuff  surpluses  are  made  available  to  hun¬ 
gry  people  throughout  the  world,  noted  that  trade 
balances  and  emerging  nations’  economies  “call  us 
to  face  new  relationships.  If  we  are  to  be  part  of  a 
world  market  of  sellers  and  purchasers,  of  exporters 
of  our  national  economy  production  and  importers 
of  the  minerals  upon  which  our  economy  is  based, 
we  face  the  need  for  concern  in  a  new  way  of  re¬ 
lationships.” 

The  Church  Worid  Service  executive  ^serted 
that  bread  is  “not  the  sole  answer  to  an  awaken¬ 
ing  people  around  the  world,  who  are  increas- 
in^y  Iherate  and  who  demand  the  right  to 
govern  themselves  and  the  freedom  to  make 
their  own  mistakes  .  .  .  But  bread  is  the  start.” 
Noting  that  America  “cannot  feed  the  w(H’ld,” 
Mr.  l^cCracken  ad^d:  “But  we  can  set  a 
style  of  concern  and  technique  which  will  en¬ 
courage  peofrfe  the  world  around  to  move  to 
new  forms  of  production,  marketing  and  richer 
We.” 

Southern  Baptist  missionary  John  D.  Hughey,  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Jordan,  has  requested  Baptists  in  the  U.S. 
to  refrain  from  making  political  statements  on  the 
Middle  East.  He  said  that  “theologically  inspired 
statements  of  a  political  nature  made  by  some  Chris¬ 
tians  embarrass  and  perhaps  endanger  them.” 

The  htsluqis  of  the  Episcopsd  Chmch  have  ap- 
fNxived  for  trial  use  a  new  rite  which  makes 
Confirmati(m  voluntary  ratiier  than  mandat(Nry; 
thus  it  no  longer  is  a  prerequirite  f(Nr  adhiission 
to  H(rfy  Communion.  Baptism  wW  he  regarded 
as  *TidI  initiation”  into  the  We  of  the  Church, 
and  the  rite  affirms  that  b^tism  is  indissoluble. 
C(«firmation  thus  becomes  merely  a  time  of 
Christian  commitment.  In  the  trial  rite. 


A  new  policy  of  the  Mennonite  Bd.  of  Missions  is 
helping  to  reunite  missionary  children  who  grow 
up  on  their  parents’  mission  field  and  return  to  the 
U.S.  and  Canada  at  age  18  for  college  and  work. 
In  such  cases,  they  are  frequently  unable  to  see  their 
parents  again  for  three  to  five  years.  Under  the 
new  policy,  missionary  children  are  able  to  visit 
their  parents  overseas  on  trips  that  are  financed  by 
$100  from  each  missionary  family  taking  part  with 
the  balance  being  paid  by  the  Mission  Board.  This 
year,  six  missionary  children  have  benefited  frewn 
the  program. 

More  than  30,000  young  Jews  from  many 
c(Mintries  have  volunteered  to  go  to  Israel  and 
undertake  the  work  of  young  men  drafted  into 
the  amiy  in  the  war  against  Arab  nations.  As 
of  Oct.  17,  Israeli  R^io  reported  20,000 
volunteers  had  registered  in  the  U.S.  Most  will 
be  assigned  to  kibbutzim  and  urban  settlements. 
Volunteers  pay  thefr  fares  to  and  from  Israel 
and  guarantee  that  they  will  remain  in  Israel 
at  least  six  months. 

The  Camp  Fire  Girls  have  launched  a  new  “Adven¬ 
ture”  program  this  Fall  which  gives  emphasis  to  the 
“richness  of  religions”  in  the  lives  of  girls.  Formerly 
religion  was  part  of  the  section  on  citizenship  and 
tended  to  be  “ritualistic,”  a  representative  said.  “In 
our  new  program  religion  is  a  much  more  inner 
thing.”  Camp  Fire  Girls,  Inc.,  founded  in  1910,  was 
the  first  national,  non-secretarian  organization  for 
girls  in  the  U.S.  It  now  has  a  membership  of  600,- 
000  girls  aged  6-18. 

For  the  first  time.  New  Zealand’s  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  elected  a  Polynesian 
to  be  its  jHcsident.  He  is  the  Rev.  Kenape 
Faleto’ese,  who  went  to  New  Zealaiid  from 
Samoa  in  1964  to  be  minister  (rf  the  PaeWe 
Islanders’  congregation  in  the  South  Island  city 
of  Ouistchur^ 

The  Carnegie  Commission  on  Higher  Education,  in 
a  report  entitled  “Priorities  for  Action,”  has  called 
on  the  nation’s  colleges  and  universities  to  clarify 
their  goals,  and  to  exercise  greater  efficiency,  dar¬ 
ing  and  innovation.  The  report  urges  schools  to 
strive  for  both  basic  research  and  quality  teaching, 
to  encourage  non-traditional  studies  and  attendance 
patterns,  and  to  guard  against  allowing  their  insti¬ 
tutions  to  grow  too  large. 

NEW  YORK  -  Dr.  R.  H. 
Edwin  Espy,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches'  re¬ 
tiring  general  secretary, 
was  honored  at  a  testi¬ 
monial  dinner  held  during 
the  NCC's  Governing 
Board  meeting  in  New 
York.  Dr.  Espy,  an 
American  Baptist  layman 
who  has  served  as  the 
organization’s  top  staff 
official  for  ten  years, 
will  retire  on  Dec.  31. 
The  Governing  Board 
has  elected  Claire  Ran¬ 
dall,  a  United  Presby¬ 
terian  lay  woman,  to  suc¬ 
ceed  him.  Past  and  pre¬ 
sent  presidents  of  the 
National  Council  join  Dr. 
Espy  in  a  light  moment. 
(Left  to  right)  the  Rev. 
W.  Sterling  Cary  (United 
Church  of  Christ),  the 
current  president;  Dr. 
Cynthia  C.  Wedel  (Epis¬ 
copal),  immediate  past 
president;  Dr.  Espy; 
Bishop  Reuben  H.  Mueller 
(United  Methodist),  presi¬ 
dent,  1963-66;  and  the 
Rev.  Edwin  T.  Dahiberg 
(American  Baptist),  presi¬ 
dent,  1957-60. 


-RNS  Photo 


PAGE  POUR 


NOVEMBER  1,  1973 


The  two  photos  above  include  persons  who  planned  and  gave 
leadership  to  the  annual  out-of-doors  Feast  of  the  Beginnings 
observance  at  Aurora  Church  in  New  Orleans.  On  this  occasion 
the  church  membership  is  challenged  to  accept  major  church  and 
community  responsibilities.  Booths  are  set  up,  representing  many 
of  the  service  projects,  in  which  the  church  helps.  TOP,  left  to 
right.  Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  David  Tyrrell,  Janie  Stennett,  and 
Roy  Jones;  LOWER,  left  to  right,  Peggy  Spafford,  Dixie  Cooksey, 
Lou  Tyrrell. 
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The  Oct.  13  sale  at 
Broadmoor  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  to  benefit 
Hughes  Center,  held  in 
cooperation  with  First 
Church  and  Hughes 
Church  drew  a  large 
crowd  and  resulted  in 
$2,600  in  sales.  Unsold 
items  are  to  be  sold  at 
Hughes  at  an  early  date 
with  total  proceeds  ex¬ 
pected  to  exceed  $3,000 
for  the  Center's  program 
in  the  Eden  Park  area  of 
Baton  Rouge. 


The  Rev.  William  Miller 
(left),  Hughes  pastor  and 
Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire,  Broad¬ 
moor  pastor,  enter  into 
the  spirit  of  the  project 
which  more  than  100 
members  of  the  three 
congregations  shared  in 
planning  and  executing. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Caranahan,  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
take  part  in  the  benefit 
sale. 


Oral  Roberts  given  prestigious  church  medal 


News  in  Brief 

HOLLINS  CHAPEL  CHURCH, 
Rock  Hill,  held  revival  services, 
Oct.  24-27,  with  the  Rev.  David 
Felder,  pastor  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria, 
as  evangelist.  The  Rev.  Ira  Robin¬ 
son,  pastor  at  Welsh,  was  a  guest 
speaker.  The  Rev.  Percy  Emanuel 
is  the  Hollins  Chapel  minister. 


For  prestige,  perhaps  no  award 
from  any  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  exceeds  that  attached  to  the 
gold  medals  awarded  by  historic  St. 
George’s  Church,  Philadelphia.  Latest 
(Oct.  11)  recipients  were  the  Rev.  Oral 
Roberts  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  and  host 
church  trustee  A.  Harold  Hopkins. 


Both  were  chosen  by  a  special  com¬ 
mittee  of  St.  George’s  trustees.  Hop¬ 
kins  received  the  St.  George’s  Gold 
Medal,  Roberts  the  John  Wesley  Ecu¬ 
menical  Medal. 

Presenting  Roberts’  medal  was  a  pre¬ 
vious  winner,  Bishop  Fred  Pierce  Cor¬ 
son,  who  is  also  the  church’s  titular 


pastor.  Other  recipients  have  included 
Norman  Vincent  Peale  and  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  Krol.  Philadel¬ 
phia  Area  Bishop  James  Ault  brought 
greetings  to  the  crowd  of  500,  which 
bought  out  the  $10  dinner  tickets  soon 
after  Roberts  was  announced  as  the 
honoree. 


Lake  Charles  District  ministers  relax  with  a 
favorite  magazine,  "The  Listener,"  before 
recent  meeting  held  at  Henning  Memorial 
Church  in  Sulphur.  The  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman 
was  host  minister. 


Edith  Bergstedt,  chairman,  and  Julia  Paxton, 
staff  member,  observe  preparations  for  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  Prayer  Garden.  Plans  include  a 
bell  tower,  split  level  exposed  aggregate  and 
numerous  planters  for  seasonal  flowers.  The 
area  will  be  used  exclusively  for  quiet  medi¬ 
tation  and  prayer. 


Mrs.  Lucy  Vincent,  president  of  Henning 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Women,  assisted  by 
Edith  Bergstedt  oversees  preparations  for 
recent  Annual  District  meeting  attended  by 
more  than  200  persons. 
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THE  JOHN  F.  KILPATRICK 
Memorial  Chapel  will  be  dedicated 
in  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  on  Sunday, 
Nov.  4.  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield 
will  officiate  following  the  11 
o’clock  preaching  service.  He 
will  also  lead  a  preaching  revival 
at  Broadmoor  through  Tuesday, 
Nov.  6.  A  24-hour  Prayer  Vigil 
begins  on  Saturday  morning  at  8 
a.m.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  the 
pastor. 

DR.  BARRY  BAILEY  returned  to 
Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
for  church  fellowship  night  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  24.  Dr.  Bailey 
was  senior  minister  at  Broadmoor 
from  1962-1972.  He  is  now  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Richardson,  Tex.,  Dr.  Douglas 
McGuire  is  the  present  pastor  at 
Broadmoor, 

“APPRECIATION  DAY”  in  the 
Ponchatoula  United  Methodist 
Church  will  have  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  as  guest  preacher. 
The  date  has  been  set  for  Sunday, 
Nov.  11.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
Lancaster  is  pastor. 

SPRINGHILL  UNITED  Methodist 
Men  met  on  Oct.  17  and  had  as 
guest  speaker  Dr.  Leland  Cal¬ 
laway,  dean  of  the  business  and 
education  department  at  Southern 
State  College.  His  subject  was 
from  his  book,  “Spirits,  Demons 
and  the  Bible.” 

THE  REV.  G.  A.  McVAY  of  Rayne, 
La.,  .  was  guest  minister  for  the 
revival  held  in  the  Iowa  United 
Methodist  Church,  Oct.  21-25.  Bob 
Letlow  directed  the  singing.  The 
Rev.  John  Sayes  is  the  Iowa 
pastor. 

JUDGE  CECIL  C.CUTRER,  Bible 
scholar,  presented  his  “Paper  on 
Bible  Prophecy  and  the  Mid-East 
Crisis”  at  the  supper  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  Men  in  First 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  Oct.  17. 

THE  REV.  RALPH  CAIN,  Ruston 
District  superintendent,  was  the 
preacher  for  the  three-day  revival 
held  in  First  Church,  Houma,  this 
week,  Oct.  28-30.  Youth  sponsored 
the  Sunday  evening  supper  and 
worship  service,  and  the  ladies 
and  men  sponsored  the  Monday 
and  Tuesday  services,  respec¬ 
tively.  The  Rev.  Jerome  Cain  was 
host  pastor. 

INGLESIDE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Men  had  a  “Ladies’  Night”  at 
their  shrimp  boil  on  Oct.  24.  At¬ 
torney  Bert  Robinson  was  the 
speaker.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Wallace 
is  pastor  of  Ingleside  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

WILLIAM  B.  GLADNEY  is  serving 
as  general  chairman  of  the  Pro¬ 
portionate  Giving  Campaign  in 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


Ruston  District  Lay  Leader 
Marcus  Wren  led  the  worship 
services  for  Wesley  Chapel  and 
Grace  Churches  in  Ruston,  re¬ 
cently.  The  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch 
is  pastor. 

t 

MRS.  N.  W.  (ANN)  NELSON  re¬ 
cently  retired  as  a  teacher  in 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Minden,  after  serving  50  years  in 
the  Children’s  Division.  Tribute 
was  paid  to  her  by  the  Rev.  Kirby 
Vining  and  members  of  the  Minden 
church. 

BITSY  ATHAS,  director  of  volun¬ 
teer  work  at  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans,  held  an 
orientation  for  volunteers  in  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  on  Oct.  25. 

MOUNT  ZION  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  was  host 
on  Oct.  17  to  a  forum  by  political 
candidates,  sponsored  by  the  New 
Orleans  chapter  of  the  Community 
Action  for  Corrections  and  Repre¬ 
sentative  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor. 
The  Rev.  Samuel  Walker,  Sr.,  was 
host  pastor. 

MONROE  ATTORNEY  Tom  Daven- 
ort  presented  the  “Rights  of  In- 
igents  in  Civil  anu  Criminal 
Court”  at  a  session  of  the  study 
on  “Faith  and  Justice”  in  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
Oct.  23.  United  Methodist  Women 
are  sponsoring  the  study.  The 
Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  is  their 
pastor. 

ANNA  MAY  MORGAN  was  leader 
for  three  sessions  of  the  study  on 
India,  Oct.  9,  16  and  23,  in  the 
Blackwater  United  Methodist 
Church  where  the  Rev.  William 
Blakely  serves  as  pastor. 


Miss  Elma  J.  Ashby  (right)  and  Mrs. 
John  Kirby,  chairman  of  Missions  in 
the  Blackwater  Church,  are  shown 
when  Miss  Ashby  showed  slides  at 
Blackwater,  Oct.  7,  of  her  work  as  a 
Methodist  missionary  nurse  in 
Rhodesia. 


“WHERE  IN  THE  WORLD 
IS  MY  NEIGHBOR?” 

World  Community  Day,  one  of  three 
ecumenical  programs  observed  each 
year  in  local  communities  around  the 
world  and  sponsored  by  Church 
Women  United,  is  scheduled  for  Nov. 
2,  the  first  Friday  of  November.  A 
few  observances  will  be  held  on  the 
second  Friday,  instead. 

The  theme  this  year  is  “Where  in 
the  World  Is  My  Neighbor?”  and  will 
enable  women  to  consider  concern  for 
nearby  neighbors  and  global  neighbors. 

The  offerings  will  be  used  to  give 
concrete  expression  to  the  concern  for 
neighbors:  for  American  Indians  — 
educational  and  self-development  pro¬ 
jects;  for  the  war-torn  victims  of  Viet¬ 
nam,  Nigeria,  Indonesia  and  Ireland; 
for  Lebanon  —  delivery  of  health  ser¬ 
vices;  for  students  —  for  international 
students  in  urban  areas  of  the  United 
States  and  women  from  India  and 
Thailand  who  are  studying  nutrition. 

All  during  the  year,  but  especially 
on  World  Community  Day,  church 
women  are  urged  to  purchase  $3.00 
gift  certificates.  These  contributions 
enable  Church  Women  United  to  re¬ 
spond  to  emerging  opportunities  and 
to  crises  needs.  In  recent  years,  mon¬ 
ies  have  been  used  for  hurricane  vic¬ 
tims  in  Texas,  flood  relief  in  South  Da¬ 
kota  and  Pennsylvania,  for  people 
ravaged  by  war  in  Bangladesh,  for 
medical  supplies  and  vaccines,  for 
mother-child  care  clinics  and  nutrition 
courses  in  many  areas. 
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UPCOMING  BAZAARS: 

Christ  Church  women  are  spon¬ 
soring  a  two-day  bazaar,  Nov.  8 
and  9. 

The  Methodist  Hosptial  Auxil¬ 
iary  will  have  a  “Pacemaking 
Style  Show  and  Banquetiuncheon” 
on  Thursday,  Nov.  8  at  the  Saxony, 
1717  Canal,  New  Orleans. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  First 
Church,  Houma,  will  have  their 
bazaar  on  Friday,  Nov.  9. 

The  Blackwater  Church  bazaar 
is  to  be  Saturday,  Nov.  10. 

Oak  Park  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  will  feature  “red  beans 
and  rice”  at  their  fall  mission 
bazaar  on  Nov.  17. 
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The  Ruston  District  Parsonettes 
elected  these  officers  for  the  new 
year:  (left  to  right)  secretary,  Mrs. 
George  York,  Arcadia;  vice  president, 
Mrs.  Lorris  Wimberly,  Bernice;  and 
president,  Mrs.  Ed  Parks,  Simsboro. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Nov.  4 — Sunday  ....  Luke  18:8-34 

Nov.  5  .  Luke  19:41-48 

Nov.  6  .  Matt.  7:15-29 

Nov.  7  .  Matt.  9:1-8 

Nov.  8  .  Matt.  16:13-27 

Nov.  9  .  Matt.  24:1-14 

Nov.  10  . .  Matt.  25:31-46 

Nov.  11 — Sunday  ..  Luke  20:19-26 


WAYLANDS  CELEBRATE  60th 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  E.  T.  Wayland  will 
observe  their  60th  wedding  anni¬ 
versary  on  Nov.  10.  Dr.  Wayland  is 
a  retired  member  of  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Conference  and  was  editor 
of  the  ARKANSAS/LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  from  1940  -1957.  They 
are  now  living  with  their  son, 
Ewing  T.,  also  a  former  editor, 
and  his  family  at  108  S.  Waverly 
Place,  Mount  Prospect,  Ill.  60056. 

A  family  dinner  on  the  9th  will 
include  their  son,  Sloan,  and  his 
family  from  Wyack,  N.Y.  Six 
grandchildren  will  be  present.  A 
reception  will  be  held  for  them 
on  Sunday  afternoon.  The  AR- 
KANSA^LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
staff  sends  heartiest  greetings  to 
Ed  and  Sue  Wayland. 
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THE  REV.  RAY  HOLT  of  New 
Orleans,  who  is  a  former  mission¬ 
ary  to  the  Philippines,  was  guest 
speaker,  Oct.  24,  in  the  Roanoke 
United  Methodist  Church  where 
the  Rev.  Homer  Bailes  is  pastor. 


“WHAT  ARE  WE  DOING  for 
Heaven’s  Sake?”  was  presented  to 
the  members  of  Trinity  Church, 
Ruston,  at  their  Oct.  24  fellow¬ 
ship  supper.  Trinity  ministers  are 
the  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill  and  the 
Rev.  Malcolm  Finnell,  associate. 


LEE’S  LANDING  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  holding  a  revival 
this  week,  beginning  on  Oct.  29. 
The  Rev.  Joe  McClain  of  Amite  is 
the  guest  evangelist.  The  Rev. 
Tom  Lancaster  is  pastor  of  Lee’s 
Landing  and  Ponchatoula 
Churches. 


THE  OCTOBER  SECOND  SUNDAY 
program  in  University  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  featured  Albert 
Chapman,  executive  director  for 
Operation  Hope,  a  project  of  self- 
help  among  the  culturally  deprived 
persons  of  Baton  Rouge. 

HOMECOMING  AT  CLAIBORNE 
United  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe  (Hwy.  80  at  Well  Road), 
will  be  Sunday,  Nov.  4.  Preach¬ 
ing  at  the  11  o’clock  service  will 
be  the  Rev.  Falcon  Hearne. 
Covered  dish  luncheon  will  fol¬ 
low.  Members,  friends,  and  former 
pastors  are  invited.  J.  0.  Fleming 
is  chairman  of  homecoming  activi¬ 
ties.  The  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe  is 
pastor. 
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by  Betty  Thompson 

NEW  ORLEANS,  La.,  Oct.  23  (UMC)  —  The 
national  policy-making  body  of  United  Methodist 
Women  appropriated  $13,073,656  to  national  and 
world  mission  programs  of  the  denomination  and  to 
their  own  programs  for  1974  here  Oct.  23. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  voted 
$4,700,000  to  overseas  programs  administered  by 
the  World  Division,  and  an  equal  amount  to  the 
work  in  the  United  States  under  the  aegis  of  the 
National  Division.  The  remainder  goes  to  pensions 
and  homes  for  retired  workers,  education  and  culti¬ 
vation,  and  the  programs  of  the  Women’s  Division 
itself,  including  servicing  local  units,  education  for 
Christian  mission,  and  Christian  social  concerns. 

The  income  is  largely  from  35,000  units  of  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Women.  There  are  1,500,000  women 
whose  pledge  to  missions  provides  the  income  by 
which  work  of  churches  in  more  than  50  nations 
is  supported  and  a  mission  force  of  approximately 
900  is  maintained.  In  the  United  States  deaconesses 
and  home  missionaries  are  supported  along  with  a 
wide  variety  of  ministries  to  children  and  youth, 
community  centers,  urban  and  rural  work,  and  ser¬ 
vice  to  minority  communities. 

Miss  Florence  Little  of  New  York,  treasurer  of 
the  women’s  organization,  noted  that  giving  has  been 
maintained  at  approximately  $13,000,000  since 
1969.  Income  for  1972  was  $13,073,657,  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  coming  year.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  church  law,  appropriations  cannot  exceed  the 
amount  of  income  received  in  the  previous  year. 
While  income  for  1972  was  down  slightly  more 
than  one  per  cent  (a  drop  of  $144,000),  it  did  not 
dip  as  low  as  1970. 

At  the  end  of  nine  months  of  1973,  the  Women’s 
Division  reported  that  its  income  is  $6,959,000, 
down  $272,912  from  the  comparable  figure  for 
1972.  But  the  women  expressed  confidence  that  the 
figure  will  reach  $13,000,000  by  the  year’s  end. 

The  division  adopted  a  goal  of  five  per  cent  in¬ 
crease  for  the  year  1974.  Miss  Little  says  that  the 
new  organization  offers  significant  potential  for  de¬ 
velopment  but  “a  dormant  vitality  must  be  awaken¬ 
ed”  if  the  level  of  $13  million  is  to  be  maintained. 


Mrs.  Lowell  H.  Sohl  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo., 
a  vice-president  of  the  division  and  head  of  its  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Finance,  reported  a  $200,000  bequest  from 
the  estate  of  Irene  C.  Niebaum  of  Vermont. 


INVESTMENTS  UNDER  SCRUTINY 

The  women  voted  to  continue  involvement  in 
the  Interfaith  Committee  on  Special  Responsibility 
in  Investments  through  which  a  number  of  religious 
organizations  are  attempting  to  exercise  their  Chris¬ 
tian  conscience  in  the  use  of  their  investments.  They 
voted  that  as  an  expression  of  concern  for  equal 
opportunity  for  all  persons  the  division  would  file 
stockholder  resolutions  requesting  disclosure  of  data 
by  corporations  which  are  being  challenged  by  the 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Commission. 

They  also  agreed  to  file  disclosure  resolutions 
with  one  or  two  corporations  doing  business  in  South 
Africa  asking  that  a  full  report  on  operations  be 
made  and  sent  to  all  shareholders. 

Bethlehem  Steel  will  be  asked  to  withdraw  from 
a  recently  acquired  operation  in  Mozambique. 

LONG-RANGE  OBJECTIVES  ADOPTED 

In  another  action,  the  Women’s  Division 
adopted  a  series  of  seven  long-range  objectives  for 
its  work. 

The  division  said  it  would  seek  “to  affirm  and 
strengthen  the  division  (and  United  Methodist 
Women)  as  an  autonomous  visible  women’s  group 
in  the  church  organized  for  mission,”  strive  to  “be¬ 
come  a  community  in  mission,”  mobilize  women  “as 
full  participants  in  the  world-wide  struggle  for  jus¬ 
tice,”  “develop  a  process  for  continued  formulation 
and  interpretation  of  contemporary  Christian  mis¬ 
sion,”  “develop  an  organizational  structure  and  life 
style”  which  will  help  it  respond  creatively  to  the 
unknown  future,  work  out  an  interpretation  of  the 
financial  policies  and  opportunities  of  the  division, 
and  eliminate  by  1977  “institutional  racism  in  the 
total  ministry”  of  the  division. 

*  *  * 


EQUAL  RIGHTS  MIDDLE  EAST  SEMINAR, 

CONSUMER  ACTION  GET  ATTENTION 

Concern  for  the  passage  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution,  plans  for  a 
national  seminar  on  the  Middle  East,  and  partici¬ 
pation  in  consumer  action  on  food  monopolies  were 
among  the  actions  taken  Monday  by  the  national 
policy-making  body  of  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

Sixty-five  voting  members  from  all  parts  of  the 
nation  are  attending  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  here. 

Noting  the  opposition  which  has  been  mounting 
to  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment,  the  women  joined 
other  national  groups  of  women  including  the  League 
of  Women  Voters,  National  Federation  of  Business 
and  Professional  Women,  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  Women,  the  American  Association  of  Uni¬ 
versity  Women,  and  the  YWCA  in  supporting  the 
ratification. 

The  policy-making  body’s  Committee  on  Wom¬ 
en’s  Concerns  suggested  a  six-months  crash  program 
to  develop  and  disseminate  resources  on  the  subject 
of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  groups  in  target  states.  Joining  with 
another  churchwide  agency,  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  the  women  will  work  on  a  support  pro¬ 
ject  to  enable  and  facilitate  passage  in  states  which 
have  not  ratified  the  amendment.  Louisiana  is 
among  those  yet  to  ratify  the  amendment.  The  1972 
General  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
supported  its  passage. 

Thirty  states  have  ratified  the  amendment  and 
38  must  be  obtained  for  passage.  The  women  voted 
$10,000  for  a  special  program  of  education  and 
action. 

In  another  action,  the  women  voted  to  authorize 
annual  national  seminars  for  Native  American  (In¬ 
dian)  women  through  1976.  They  also  authorized 
a  development  education  workshop  on  Education 
for  Global  Consciousness  to  be  held  at  the  United 
Methodist  Office  for  the  United  Nations  in  the 
spring  of  1974. 
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The  Camphor  Memorial  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  in  Baton  Rouge  recently  moved  into  the  United  Methodist 
Women.  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock,  president  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  United 
Methodist  Women  commissioned  the  officers.  Retiring  officers  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  were  honored  with  gifts.  Shown  above  from  left 
to  right  they  are:  Mrs.  E.  Mae  Calvin,  presenting  the  gifts,  Mrs.  Gloria  D. 
Chapman,  president;  Mrs.  Marion  W.  Jones,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Warren,  secretary;  Mrs.  Hallique  Dawson,  assistant  secretary;  Mrs.  Mabel 
H.  Rowley,  coordinator;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas,  conference  secretary. 


The  new  officers  eiong  with  the  Committee  on  Nomination  ore  listed  from 

Mo  ion  W®  I  president  Mrs  Hottie  Meloncon;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Morion  W.  Jones;  secretory,  Mrs.  Ado  H.  Belton;  treosorer,  Mrs.  Doris  R 

Chr7s1'ion's^riol?°''^l  *»'■  Personhood,  Mrs.  Mobel  Rowley; 

Mrs  Aline  Tho!.l".7  fT  '  <=■  Moore;  Supportive  Community 

Mrs.  Al me  Thomas  (not  shown);  Christian  Global  Concern  Mrs  Willie  N 

o^orn’R^s  'm'" 5-ie  Singleton;  s^Vetory  o  Pr^: 
^om  Resources,  Mrs  Comile  Shode;  ossociote  treosorer,  Mrs.  K  Froncrs 
C  em  Nominotions  chairperson,  Mrs.  Juonito  Gront.  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Nominotions;ore;  Mrs.  Jonie  Cox,  Mrs.  Mory  B.  Willioms  Mrs 
Kathryn  G.  Jenkins  and  Mrs.  Irene  G.  Kennedy  "iiams,  Mrs. 
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LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  11: 
"Living  Victoriously  in  Society" 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  FOR  NOV.  11  — 
“Living  Victoriously  in  Society” 

ORIENTATION:  We  are  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
1973*74  church  scho<4  year.  The  theme  for  this 
quarter  (Sept.-Oct.-Nov.)  is  THE  GOSPEL 
ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  in  Unit  #3 
(Nov.  4-25)  of  this  quarter.  The  unit  subject 
is  THE  LIFE  OF  RECONCILIATION.  The 
two  previous  units  have  dealt  with  THE  MIN¬ 
ISTRY  of  Reconciliation  and  THE  MESSAGE 
of  Reconciliation.  Our  lesson  for  Nov.  11  is 
the  second  in  this  unit  of  four  lessons  and  is 
entitled  Living  Victoriously  in  Society. 

THE  SCRIPTURE  LESSON;  Romans  12:14 
through  13:14 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  Love  does  no  wrong  to  a 
neighbor;  therefore  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
law.  —  Romans  13:10 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  see  how  the.re^ 
onciled  life  cables  the  Christian  to  live  in  so¬ 
ciety  in  a  victwious  manner;  to  see  that 
the  qualities  of  the  Christian  life  are  radical 
in  nature;  to  examine  the  relationshoqi  of  the 
Christian  to  the  governing  authorities;  and  to 
see  how  the  theme  fivmg  victmiously  in  sq- 
ciety  can  be  related  to  our  lives. 

*  *  * 

THE  CHALLENGE  —  AND  SOME  OPTIONAL 
RESPONSES 

Is  it  possible  for  man  to  live  victoriously  in  the 
world?  There  are  few  questions  more  significant 
than  this.  It  is  one  of  the  truly  top-priority  questions  ' 
that  human  beings  can  ask.  It  is  the  question  which 
forms  the  framework  of  our  lesson  today. 

There  are  several  responses  which  man  can- 
make  to  the  challenge  expressed  in  this  question.  He 
can  make  the  response  of  resignation,  saying  “No, 
there  is  no  way  to  live  victoriously  in  a  world  that 
continues  to  beat  us  down.”  Many  have  chosen  this- 
way.  It  is  the  way  which  abandons  the  struggle, 
saying  “Whatever  will  be  will  be.”  It  seeks  to  avoid 
defeat  by  pretending  not  to  care,  which  is  a  sin¬ 
gularly  tragic  defeat  in  itself. 

Then  there  is  the  response  of  rebellion,  the  at¬ 
titude  which  seeks  to  change  the  world  by  fighting 
the  world,  taking  on  everything  that  comes  down 
the  pike,  as  the  saying  goes.  It  is  the  response  of 
cynicism  and  ultimately  of  despair. 

But  reconciled  man — the  person  who  is  restored 
to  fellowship  with  God  by  the  act  of  God’s  grace  — ^ 
is  freed  for  another  response  to  the  question  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  world:  the  response  of  love.  This  life  of 
love  has  taken  form  in  the  body  of  Christ,  the 
church,  the  Christian  community.  It  is  in  such  a 
community  that  the  Christian  learns  to  live  victor¬ 
iously  in  society. 

We  continue  today  our  study  of  the  theme  of 
reconciliation.  Basic  to  our  thought  has  been  Paul’s 
predominant  note  in  Romans:  that  man  is  restored 
to  fellowship  with  God'  by  the  free  gift  of  God’s 
grace  and  not  by  any  of  man’s  works  nor  by  his 
keeping  of  the  law.  Such  reconciled  man  is  set  free 
in  a  new  and  “liberating  bondage”  to  Christ.  And 
he  discovers  new  dimensions  of  life  in  this  com-^ 
munity  of  the  reconciled,  the- church. 

Last  week  we  studied  the  nature  of  this  life  in 
the  Christian  community,  how  a  Christian  relates  to 
other  fellow  Christians.  Today  we  turn  to  the  ques^ 
tion  of  how  the  Christian  is  to  relate  to  the  world, 
to  society,  in  a  victorious  way.  Our  basic  thesis  is 


that  the  Christian,  as  reconciled  man,  has  that  re¬ 
lationship  with  God  which  equips  him  to  live  vic¬ 
toriously  in  the  world.  Our  approach  to  this  theme 
will  be  through  an  examination  of  the  scripture  text, 
Romans  12:14-13:14. 

THE  CALL  TO  A  NEW  WAY  OF  LIFE 

Why  all  this  stress  on  behaviour? 

— ^Romans  13:11  J.  B.  Phillips  trans. 

Beginning  with  Romans  12:14  Paul  begins  an 
enumeration  of  some  very  specific  ways  that  the 
Christian  will  live  in  the  world.  The  passage  is  rem¬ 
iniscent  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  in  that  it  gives 
wise  and  specific  counsel  on  a  way  of  life. 

At  first  it  may  seem  strange  that  Paul,  who  pre¬ 
viously  in  his  letter  to  the  Romans,  had  de-empha- 
sized  good  works  as  a  means  of  achieving  salvation, 
now  gives  a  very  specific  list  of  kinds  of  behavior  to 
be  followed  by  these  same  Romans.  He  anticipates 
a  question  on  this  and  raises  it  himself:  “Why  all 
this  stress  on  behavior?”  He  answers  himself  by 
saying  that  the  time  is  short,  “every  day  brings  God’s 
salvation  nearer,  the  night  is  nearly  over;  the  day 
has  almost  dawned.”  Christians,  therefore,  are  “to 
be  Christ’s  men  from  head  to  foot,”  and  as  such 
will  reflect  a  new  and  radical  style  of  life. 

This  new  way  of  life  is  not  an  effort  to  win  sal¬ 
vation.  God  has  already  provided  that  —  through 
faith  —  for  believing  man.  This  style  of  life,  rather, 
reflects  the  response  that  reconciled  man  wants  to 
show  as  evidence  of  his  gratitude  to  God  for  his 
gracious  love.  It  is  in  this  style  of  life  that  reconciled 
man,  Christian  man,  lives  victoriously  in  the  world. 

THE  RADICAL  NATURE  OF 
THE  CHRISTIAN  WAY 

The  qualities  of  life  which  Paul  enumerates  illus¬ 
trate  the  radical  nature  of  the  Christian  way  of  life; 
radical  in  that  it  goes  to  the  root  of  the  human  situa¬ 
tion.  A  careful  reading  at  this  point  in  our  lesson 
of  Romans  12:14-21  will  reveal  this  quality.  Let’s 
spend  a  few  moments  noting  the  highlights  of  these 
verses.  In  them,  Paul  is  calling  his  readers  to  note 
how  they  are  to  live  victoriously  in  the  world. 

Verse  14;  Bless  those  who  persecute  you;  bless 
and  do  not  curse  them.  Frank  Mead  says  that  “The 
natural  man  curses  the  man  who  insults  him  or  hurts 
him  or  lies  about  him  —  but  the  natural  man  is  not 
the  Christian  man.  The  Christian  refuses  to  descend 
to  the  level  of  the  persecutor  .  .  .”  Rather  than  to 
curse  their  persecutors,  Christians  are  to  bless  them. 
How  radical  is  the  Christian  way!  What  similarities 
to  the  teachings  of  Jesus  do  you  see  here? 

Verse  15;  Rejoice  with  those  who  rejoice,  weep 
with  those  who  weep.  A  basic  principle  of  Christian 
ministry  is  illustrated  in  this  passage:  the  principle 
of  identification.  The  Christian  is  the  “man  for 
others.”  He  identifies  with  the  joys  and  the  sorrows 
of  his  fellowman.  He  has  sympathy  with  others. 
Sympathy  and  compassion  come  from  Greek  and 
Latin  words  both  meaning  “a  suffering  with.”  Those 
who  have  the  spirit  of  Christ  are  in  fellowship  with 
the  sorrowing.  They  do  not  stand  aloof,  they  do  not 
offer  advice;  they  suffer  with  .  .  .  This  was,  and  re¬ 
mains  today,  a  radical  teaching  in  that  it  goes  to  the 
root  of  humanity’s  nature:  oneness. 

Verses  16-21:  Live  in  harmony  with  one  another; 
do  not  be  haughty,  but  associate  with  the  lowly; 
never  be  conceited.  Here  is  a  list  of  admonitions 
which  reflect  the  church’s  attempt  to  practice  the 
Christian  ethic  in  the  midst  of  a  hostile  environment. 
What  is  the  relevance  of  these  admonitions  for  to¬ 
day? 

The  issue  of  vengeance — a  very  timely  concern 
for  our  society  —  is  found  in  verses  17-21.  “Repay 
no  one  evil  for  evil  ,  .  .  never  avenge  yourselves.” 
You  may  want  to  discuss  these  verses  in  your  class 


and  examine  their  relevance  to  our  philosophy  of 
imprisonment  today.  Do  these  passages  have  any 
relevance  to  our  penal  system?  If  so,  why?  If  not, 
why? 

Verses  12:21:  Don’t  allow  yourself  to  be  over¬ 
powered  by  evil.  Take  the  offensive  —  overpower 
evil  with  good!  (J.  B.  Phillips  trans.).  In  his  book 
The  Thunder  of  Bare  Feet,  the  late  J.  Wallace 
Hamilton  tells  a  story  which  uniquely  illustrates  this 
philosophy.  A  sheepman  in  Indiana  was  troubled 
by  his  neighbor’s  dogs,  which  were  killing  his  sheep. 
This  problem  was  usually  met  with  lawsuits  or 
barbed  wire  or  even  shotguns.  But  this  man  went  to 
work  on  his  neighbors  with  a  better  idea.  To  every 
neighbor’s  child  he  gave  a  lamb  or  two  as  pets.  In 
due  time,  when  all  his  neighbors  had  their  own 
small  flocks,  they  began  to  tie  up  their  dogs.  Thus 
the  problem  was  solved.  “Take  the  offensive;  over¬ 
power  evil  with  good.”  Paul’s  admonitions  are  radi¬ 
cal  indeed! 

THE  CHRISTIAN  AND  GOVERNMENT 

How  should  Christians  respond  to  government? 
The  Roman  rulers  were  the  source  of  grave  prob¬ 
lems  to  many  in  the  early  church.  Should  the  Chris¬ 
tian  take  up  arms?  Should  he  pay  taxes  to  support 
an  unjust  government?  Should  he  resist  authorities 
who  dealt  unfairly  with  him? 

I  think  it  is  fair  to  Paul’s  response  to  say  that 
he  upholds  the  theory  of  government  without  en¬ 
dorsing  particular  governments.  He  recognizes  that 
government  serves  its  purpose  in  God’s  scheme  of 
things.  Government  serves  the  communal  and  social 
needs  of  man.  Men  must  have  some  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  lest  anarchy  rule  and  the  whole  of  society  be 
destroyed. 

The  subject  poses  some  knotty  problems  for 
the  Christian.  What  is  his  responsibility  in  the  face 
of  laws  which  —  by  his  religiously-oriented  con¬ 
science  —  the  Christian  deems  to  be  unjust?  What 
does  it  mean,  in  the  context  of  this  discussion,  to 
be  a  “nation  under  God?”  Is  there  a  legitimate  role 
for  civil  disobedience  in  a  Christian  nation?  If  so, 
what  is  that  role?  Paul’s  statement  could  be  read  in 
such  a  way  that  would  indicate  that  the  American' 
Revolution  was  contrary  to  God’s  will.  How  would 
you  explain  such  a  charge  were  it  to  be  made?  If 
your  class  has  been  a  bit  sleepy  this  morning,  throw 
some  of  these  questions  at  them.  It  ought  to  bring 
them  to  life! 

TO  LIVE  VICTORIOUSLY  IN  THE  WORLD 

In  Romans  12  and  13  Paul  has  shown  his  read¬ 
ers  that  there  is  open  to  them  a  quality  of  life  to¬ 
gether  —  Christian  community  —  which  enables 
them  to  be  transformed  and  which  affords  the  re¬ 
sources  to  live  victoriously  in  the  world.  The  source 
of  that  life  is  God.  By  his  gift  of  grace,  man  is 
reconciled  to  his  creator.  In  this  relationship  man 
finds  a  love  that  enables  him  to  love  in  return.  It  is 
that  love,  nurtured  by  life  in  Christian  community., 
which  enables  man  to  live  victoriously  in  society. 

*  *  * 

QUESIIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION’: 

1.  Isveiq^ancucver  jiutificd?  Discuss  and  explain 

your 

2.  Is  comprunttse  with  evil  ever  justified?  U  so, 

when?  If  not,  why? 

3.  What  is  tile  re^pousihilily  of  the  Chrbtiaa  to  uu- 
-  just  or 

How  woiOd 

NEXT  WEEK:  The  Strong  and  the  Weak  — < 

Romans  14;  1  Corinthians  8:1  — 11:1 
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In  Washington  Board  meet  —  Oct.  18-21  .  .  . 


CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY: 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMQ  — 
Funding  for  a  new  division,  approval 
for  joint  UN-Washington  study  pro¬ 
grams  and  re-election  of  the  chief  exec¬ 
utive  were  among  actions  here  Oct. 
18-21  in  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

The  board  also  approved  resolutions 
calling  for  impeachment  of  President 
Nixon,  reformed  campaign  financing, 
an  equitable  settlement  of  Middle  East 
conflicts,  unconditional  amnesty  for  ob¬ 
jectors  to  the  Vietnam  war  along  with 
aid  to  the  war’s  veterans  and  victims, 
and  support  for  “selective  buying”  of 
several  products  in  support  of  workers. 

The  new  Division  of  Emerging  So¬ 
cial  Issues  was  enabled  to  get  off  the 
ground  when  $45,000  was  included  in 
the  1974  board  budget  of  $1,129,187, 
and  a  search  for  its  executive  w^s 
authorized.  Established  but  not  funded 
by  the  1972  General  Conference,  the 
“futuristic”  division  will  be  supported 
by  an  extra  appropriation  from  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion,  matched  by  shifting  of  funds 
within  the  board. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Hudson  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  chairperson,  said  an  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary  would  be 
sought  immediately,  with  high  priority 
to  be  given  to  women  and  ethnic  min¬ 
ority  candidates.  Other  qualifications 


include  “optimism  about  the  future,” 
commitment  to  the  institutional  church 
and  ability  to  “discern  critical  emerg¬ 
ing  issues”  and  develop  related  pro¬ 
grams. 

The  board  spent  an  entire  evening 
in  executive  session  before  Bishop 
James  Armstrong  of  Aberdeen,  S.D., 
president,  announced  that  the  Rev.  A. 
Dudley  Ward  has  been  chosen  again 
as  general  secretary.  After  an  earlier 
inconclusive  ballot,  the  vote  was  44- 
27  to  nominate  him  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  for  confirmation. 

The  bishop  said  “at  no  point  was 
there  a  hint  of  criticism  of  Dr.  Ward’s 
personhood  or  contribution”  but  dis¬ 
cussion  of  guidelines  and  systems  of 
evaluation  for  the  staff.  Later  the 
board  instructed  its  personnel  commit¬ 
tee  to  develop  eui  evaluation  procedure. 

A  top  executive  of  this  board  or 
one  of  its  predecessors  since  1952,  Dr. 
Ward  said  his  motivation  is  “to  bring 
about  such  a  significant  body  of  Chris¬ 
tian  social  witness  that  there  would  be 
no  mistake  where  we  are.” 

Increased  opportunities  for  study  of 
national  and  international  issues  by 
United  Methodists  are  anticipated  by 
leaders  from  the  new  plans  to  coor¬ 
dinate  formerly  separate  UN  and 
Washington  seminar  programs.  The 
vehicle  will  be  a  joint  committee  from 
this  board  and  the  Women’s  Division 


In  Nashville  Board  meet  —  Oct.  23-25 

DISCIPLESHIP: 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)— The 
90-member  Board  of  Discipleship,  one 
of  four  program  boards  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  met  in  annual  ses¬ 
sion  here  Oct.  23-25  to  survey  its  task 
as  chief  resource  agency  for  more  than 
40,000  local  churches  and  to  project 
program  and  budget  for  1974. 

The  new  board,  created  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  includes  the  for¬ 
mer  Boards  of  Laity,  Evangelism,  and 
portions  of  the  former  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  along  with  the  concerns  of  an 
unstaffed  Commission  on  Worship. 

In  his  first  formal  report  as  new 
General  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Dr. 
Melvin  G.  Talbert  said  progress  is  be¬ 
ing  made  toward  integrated  wholeness. 

“No  longer  is  it  appropriate  to  ask 
if  evangelism,  education,  stewardship, 
or  lay  work  is  relevant,”  he  said. 
“What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  disciple  of 
Jesus  Christ?  That  is  the  question.  If 
we  struggle  with  that  question  wc 
know  the  other  elements  are  impor¬ 
tant.”  He  said  the  staff  was  trying 
with  integrity  to  break  out  of  former 
“boxes”  to  work  together  in  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  church. 

The  board  approved  a  1974  budget 
of  more  than  $7,400,000,  not  includ¬ 
ing  budget  for  the  Section  of  Curricu¬ 
lum  Resources  which  is  located  at  and 
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paid  for  by  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House.  The  budget  included  a 
deficit  of  more  than  $248,499  of 
which  $157,000  is  being  requested 
from  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  (CFA),  the  denomination’s 
central  treasury.  The  Council  is  being 
asked  to  provide  the  money  to  imple¬ 
ment  a  mandate  of  the  1972  General 
Conference  for  offices  of  age  level  and 
family  ministry  coordinators  in  the 
board.  To  be  lodged  in  the  Division  of 
Lay  Life  and  Work,  the  coordinators 
of  children,  youth,  adult  and  family 
ministries  will  seek  to  resource  and  as¬ 
sist  persons  with  similar  responsibili¬ 
ties  at  other  levels  of  the  church. 

Various  support  functions  provided 
previously  in  each  of  the  divisions  were 
merged  into  two  central  support  ser¬ 
vice  units:  Central  Service  Unit  which 
includes  treasurer  functions,  personnel 
services,  production  and  distribution, 
and  building  and  grounds;  and  an  In¬ 
formation  and  Interpretation  Services 
Unit  which  includes  communications 
and  public  relations. 

John  L.  Hereford,  a  former  staff 
member  of  the  Board  of  Laity,  was 
elected  treasurer  of  the  entire  board 
and  named  by  Dr.  Talbert  as  head  of 
the  Central  Service  Unit.  Named  to 
head  -the  new  Information  and  Inter¬ 


Impeachmenty  Middle  East^  Amnesty^ 
Vietnam  vet  aid^  Selective  buying  .  .  . 


of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

In  a  challenge  opening  the  meeting, 
Bishop  Armstrong  said  Christians 
should  remember  that  though  there  is 
“much  that  is  hellish  about  us,”  the 
human  race  is  not  “going  to  hell  in  a 
basket.” 

It  is  true,  he  conceded,  that  a  “com¬ 
mon-sense  approach  to  life”  would 
suggest  that  the  world  is  on  the  way 
down  and  faith  seems  blocked  by  pres¬ 
sures  that  destroy  life  and  hope. 

The  cascade  of  current  problems, 
including  the  Middle  East  war,  world 
famine,  military  dictatorships  in  Latin 
America,  “fresh  outcroppings”  of  ra¬ 
cial  violence,  a  “new  hedonism”  with 
a  “swinging,  drug-oriented  permissive¬ 
ness”  and  “our  own  shameful  scandals” 
such  as  Watergate,  has  created  a  mor¬ 
ale  crisis  “greater  perhaps  than  we 
have  even  known,”  Bishop  Armstrong 
said.  There  is  resulting  mistrust  of 
government  and  other  institutions,  of 
leaders  and  “of  ourselves,”  he  said. 

Despite  how  things  look,  despite 
the  “bad  news,”  Christians  must  not 
give  up  hope,  the  Church  and  Society 
leader  asserted,  adding:  “We  must 
remember  that  the  power  of  God 
triumphs  over  human  frailty  and  good 
over  evil.  We  must  affirm  the  good¬ 
ness  of  creation,  the  goodness  of  peo¬ 
ple,  and  faith  in  the  future.” 

t 


Statement  on 
Middle  East 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
A  Middle  East  settlement  that  would 
insure  Palestinian  Arabs  self-deter¬ 
mination  and  economic  justice  while 
insuring  that  the  state  of  Israel  “shall 
not  be  threatened  with  extinction”  was 
called  for  by  a  national  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agency  here  Oct.  21.  It  added 
that  the  world  community  must  share 
responsibility  for  such  a  settlement. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
also  said  the  nations  of  the  Middle 
East,  “preoccupied  with  their  bitter 
Struve,”  should  recognize  the  “dan¬ 
ger  to  the  peace  of  the  world  that 
arises  from  their  conflict  and  the  ac¬ 
companying  threat  of  a  great  power 
confrontation.  We  firmly  believe  that 
justice  and  security  for  the  people  of 
the  Middle  East  cannot  be  aeWeved 
by  a  continuance  of  the  struggle.” 

The  board  urged  “all  our  fellow 
citizens  of  goodwill  to  open  their 
hearts  and  minds  to  dialogue  across 
religious  and  ideological  differences  in 
a  search  for  lasting  peace  and  secur¬ 
ity.” 

The  resolution  was  the  latest  in  sev¬ 
eral  actions  and  statements  by  United 
Methodists  on  the  Middle  East  crisis, 
t 


Help  the  local  churchy  Define 
our  mission^  Get  it  together  .  .  . 


pretation  Service  Unit  was  the  Rev. 
Ron  Kerr,  communications  director  for 
the  former  Board  of  Evangelism. 

Program  plans  and  budgeting  for 
1974  reflected  a  major  interest  in  wor¬ 
ship,  including  funds  for  a  new  full¬ 
time  staff  person  in  the  field  of  music 
and  art. 

In  other  actions,  the  board: 

•  created  a  national  “Committee  on 
Family  Life”  with  members  from  sev¬ 
eral  agencies  but  administratively  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 
The  Committee  is  asked  “to  consider 
the  need  for,  and  character  of  confer- 
cnce(s)  on  family  life,  to  coordinate 
for  the  total  church  in  the  area  of  fam¬ 
ily  life  ministries,  to  sensitize  groups 
within  and  without  the  church  to  fam¬ 
ily  life  issues,  and  to  engage  in  devel¬ 
opment  of  theological  and  philosophi¬ 
cal  statements  and  approaches  to  fam¬ 
ily  life  issues.”  The  committee  will 
succeed  the  former  “General  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Family  Life.” 

•  paid  tribute  to  the  late  Bishop 
Kenneth  W.  Copeland  of  the  Houston 
Area  and  named  Bishop  Wayne  K. 
Clymer  to  succeed  him  on  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  board. 

•  Agreed  to  establish  a  principle  of 
two  board  meetings  annually.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  Mar.  27-29  in  the 


Nashville  area.  The  fall,  1974  meeting 
will  be  during  the  last  full  week  of 
Oct.  in  St.  Louis,  Mo, 

•  renominated  with  appreciation 
Dr.  Talbert  as  General  Secretary  and 
elected  as  associate  general  secretaries: 
Dr.  Howard  M.  Ham,  Division  of 
Education;  Dr.  Ira  Gallaway,  Division 
of  Evangelism,  Worship,  and  Steward¬ 
ship;  and  Dr.  David  Self,  Division  erf 
Lay  Life  and  Work.  Dr.  Wilson  O. 
Weldon  was  re-elected  editor  of  The 
Upper  Room  and  Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts 
was  re-elected  editor  of  Church  School 
Publications  pending  confirmation  by 
the  Board  of  Publication,  governing 
l^dy  of  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House.  All  professional  staff 
must  be  elected  anriually.  General  Sec¬ 
retaries  are  nominated  by  individual 
boards  for  final  approval  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries. 

Serving  as  chairman  of  the  three 
divisions  are:  the  Rev.  Edward  L.  Dun¬ 
can,  Lake  Orion,  Mich,,  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship; 
James  F,  W,  Talley,  Baltimore,  Md., 
Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work;  and 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  Des  Moines, 
la..  Division  of  Education, 
t 

(See  page  10  for  continuation  of 
agency  reports) 
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In  New  Orleans  Board  meet—  Oct.  23-28  .  .  . 


GLOBAL  MINISTRIES: 


are  scriptural/’  big  whale 


and  a  jazz  band/’  Women  ask  impeachment  .  .  . 


In  re^onse  to  ‘Kjrood  charge 

GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PRESIDENT 
MAINTAINS  METHODIST  MISSIONS 
“SCRIPTURAL” 


by  Winston  Taylw 

NEW  ORLEANS,  La^  Oct  23  (UMC)  —  Criti¬ 
cism  that  the  United  Methodist  missionary  move¬ 
ment  has  replaced  spiritual  emphasis  with  political 
and  social  liberation  was  challenged  here  Tuesday 
by  the  president  of  the  church’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

In  the  opening  session  of  the  world-wide  board’s 
annual  meeting,  at  the  Fontainebleau  Hotel  Oct.  23- 
28,  Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn  of  Chicago  asserted 
that  the  board  has  not  “departed  from  scriptural 
Christianity,”  but  has  recognized  that  “there  is  no 
single  form  of  scriptural  Christianity.” 

The  board’s  perception  and  proclamation  of  the 
Gospel,  he  said,  is  that  “God  is  with  us  in  the  reali¬ 
ties  of  our  common  life  .  .  .  working  to  give  us  free¬ 
dom,  healing  and  reconciliation.” 

The  criticism  came  last  summer  from  a  conser¬ 
vative  group  of  United  Methodists  known  as  Good 
News.  They  had  charged  that  the  church  “is  in  the 
worst  missionary  crisis  in  the  recent  history  of  our 
denomination.” 

Bishop  Washburn  questioned  the  evidence  for 
such  criticism,  and  held  that  the  words  “missionary” 
and  “crisis”  have  occurred  together  throughout  his¬ 
tory,  with  crisis  “the  soil  in  which  the  missionary 
movement  is  planted  and  grows.” 

The  bishop  also  challenged  the  idea  of  local 
churches’  retaining  control  of  funds  given  for  mis¬ 
sionary  work  as  a  “faithless  way  to  support  mis¬ 
sions.” 

He  noted  that  the  board  strives  to  be  a  “corpor¬ 
ate  organism  through  which  the  mission-destined 
energies  of  our  church  can  flow  toward  communi¬ 
ties  and  persons  in  need,”  recognizing  Christ  as  both 
“servant-Lord  and  servant-Savior.” 

From  his  observations  during  recent  travels  in 
Latin  America,  the  bishop  warned  that  the  U.S.  may 
be  in  for  a  time  of  being  an  “ignored  church,”  with 
overseas  churches  wanting  to  “meet  us  as  peers  in 
the  gospel”  rather  than  having  decisions  made  in 
this  country  as  to  “what  the  gospel  means  for  their 
persons  or  for  their  political  systems.” 

This  not  only  means  that  fewer  countries  will 
welcome  missionaries  from  here,  because  their 
churches  have  “come  of  age,”  but  also  that  newly 
autonomous  churches  want  to  send  missionaries  “but 
not  to  us.” 

He  said  they  apparently  are  waiting  to  see  if 
American  and  European  churches  “can  be  revital¬ 
ized  and  begin  to  show  growth,”  or  will  show  that 
“we  are  serious  about  penetrating  social,  political  and 
cultural  ills  in  our  own  countries,”  or  “if  we  will 
become  a  more  potent  Gospel  force  in  our  own 


GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  HEAD  COMPARES 
BOARD  TO  WHALE  AND  NEW  ORLEANS 
JAZZ  BAND 


by  Winston  Taylor 

NEW  ORLEANS,  La.,  (UMC)  Oct.  24  —  A 
missionary  agency  exists  to  awaken  hope  in  Chris¬ 
tians  as  “instruments  that  God  uses”  and  “liberation 
and  conversion”  for  those  who  are  hurting,  the  top 
United  Methodist  missions  executive  asserted  here 
Wednesday, 

The  Rev.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  of  New  York 
said  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  committed  to 


helping  Christians  know  what  they  can  be  and  do 
“to  bring  healing,  liberation  and  self-reliance  to  those 
who  are  hurting  and  hope  to  those  who  do  not  know 
Jesus  Christ.” 

He  told  the  world-wide  board,  in  its  annual 
meeting  here  Oct,  23-28,  that  it  also  has  a  role  in 
“bringing  forth  faithfulness  to  a  global  outreach,” 

Dr.  Jones,  general  secretary  of  the  156-member 
agency,  reported  that  its  priorities  developed  since 
expansion  and  reorganization  a  year  ago  include  the 
“raising  of  awareness  for  mutual  commitment,” 
broadening  the  perimeters  of  the  missionary  voca¬ 
tion,  inter-religious  dialogue,  a  global  concept  (rf 
health  and  welfare  issues,  quick  response  to  disaster 
and  helping  the  church  at  large  to  “reformulate  its 
understanding  of  mission.” 

Dr.  Jones,  a  former  missionary  in  the  Orient, 
used  two  picturesque  analogies  to  make  his  points^ 
likening  the  board  to  a  whale  and  to  a  New  Orleans 
jazz  band. 

It  was  in  the  whale,  he  noted,  that  Jonah  had  to 
face  himself,  God  and  the  world  in  which  he  lived, 
in  order  to  find  the  direction  in  which  God  wanted 
him  to  go.  In  its  several  months  of  searching  for 
identity,  the  board  has  undergone  similar  encounters 
within  itself  and  in  facing  God’s  demands,  said  Dr. 
Jones. 

The  similarity  to  jazz,  he  claimed,  is  in  the 
board’s  commitment  to  a  style  of  operation  that  has 
a  balance  of  freedom  and  discipline.  He  noted  that 
jazz  has  no  set  score  and  that  when  one  player  bids 
to  take  the  lead  the  others  yield  and  support  him, 
with  every  one  getting  his  chance  to  lead. 

Likewise,  said  Dr.  Jones,  Christ  gives  freedom 
“to  face  each  other  squarely  and  to  bargain”  but 
also  provides  “discipline  of  fairness,  openness,  com¬ 
promise  and  mutual  support.” 

t 

WOMEN’S  DIVISION,  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY 
BOARD  RECOMMEND  STRONG  ACTION 

by  Arthur  Moore,  Jr. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  La.,  Oct.  22  (UMC)  —  A 
call  for  the  House  of  Representatives  to  begin  im¬ 
peachment  proceedings  against  President  Nixon  was 
sounded  here  today  by  a  major  program  unit  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  68-member  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  voted  by  a  two-to-one  margin  after  an  hour’s 
debate  in  favor  of  a  statement  which  asserted  that 
the  President  “in  a  dictatorial  manner,  has  ignored 
Constitutional  protections  (of  checks  and  balances 
between  the  three  branches  of  government)”  and  that 


“it  is  now  essential  that  the  legislative  branch  assert 
itself  and  call  the  executive  branch  to  account.”  TTie 
division  is  the  policy-making  group  for  about  1,- 
500,000  United  Methodist  Women  in  the  United 
States. 

The  “Watergate  Statement”  had  been  prepared 
by  the  division’s  Section  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions  without  a  direct  call  for  impeachment  proceed¬ 
ings  prior  to  the  firing  of  Special  Prosecutor  Archi¬ 
bald  Cox  and  the  resignation  of  Attorney  General 
Elliot  Richardson  and  Assistant  Attorney  General 
WiUiam  Ruckelshaus,  The  call  for  impeachment  was 
added  on  an  amendment  by  Mrs.  Dean  R.  Isaacs  of 
Medina,  Texas. 

Pointing  out  that  “the  impeachment  process  is 
a  Congressional  trial  to  determine  guilt  or  innocence 
.  .  .  Like  many  others,  we  were  previously  reluctant 
to  call  for  the  process  to  begin.  Now  we  must.  The 
greatest  need  in  a  democracy  is  that  the  nation  be 
governed  by  law  and  by  the  people,  not  by  the 
excessive  power  of  one  man.” 

In  addition  to  the  impeachment  section,  the 
lengthy  statement  called  for  a  series  of  governmental 
reforms,  including: 

•  Strict  limitations  on  the  amount  an  individual 
or  organization  may  contribute  to  the  political  cam¬ 
paign  of  any  given  candidate  or  party; 

•  a  carefully  devised  form  of  public  financing  for 
a  substantial  part  of  national  election  campaign 
costs; 

®  an  independent  Federal  Elections  Commission 
with  power  to  enforce  as  well  as  monitor  election 
laws; 

•  development  of  checks  and  safeguards  to  keep 
the  executive  branch  from  using  the  instruments  of 
government  power  to  attack  political  adversaries; 
and 

•  elimination  of  the  use  of  wiretapping  and 
electronic  surveillance  by  public  authorities  without 
a  specific  court  order. 

The  Women’s  Division  is  meeting  here  as  part 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  which  is  holding 
its  annual  meeting  at  the  Fontainebleau  Hotel,  Oct. 
23-28. 

This  was  the  second  agency  of  the  church  to 
take  such  action  in  as  many  days.  Sunday  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
voted  34-9  to  urge  the  House  of  Representatives 
“to  initiate  immediately  proceedings  against  the 
President,  and  we  pledge  our  support  of  such  ac¬ 
tion.” 

Shortly  after  the  decision,  some  40  board  mem¬ 
bers  delivered  the  statement  to  two  members  of  Con¬ 
gress. 

t 


AT  LEFT:  A  plenary 
session  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  meet¬ 
ing  in  New  Orleans’ 
Fontainebleau  Hotel  Oct. 
23-28.  The  nin  e  agencies 
of  the  Board  met  in 
separate  sessions  and  in 
the  plenary  sessions  as 
well.  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Washburn  of  Chicago  is 
the  Board  president  and 
Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr., 
is  the  general  secretary. 
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cTVttTHODIST  ©HILDREN’5 

(Memorial  gifts  for  September) 


Mrs.  C.  E.  COLLINS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Debs  V.  Cannon 
MRS.  HAZEL  JONES 
by  Mr.  SiMrs.  Debe  V.  Cannon 
JOHN  T.  DUNN 
by  Mrs .  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

MRS.  E.  O.  DAILY 
by  United  Methodist  Women,  Many 
BEATRICE  O.  WAKEMAN 
by  Mary  Wakeman 
MRS.  ALPHA  COATS 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  J.  L.  McCombs 
BEN  F.  DURRETT 
by  Mrs .  John  Harrell,  Elva  &  Vesta 
C.  O.  MALLORY 
by  Centenary  U.M .C.,  Rayne 
RUDOLPH  FANTA 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Charles  Jones 
HARRY  A.  HARRINGTON 
by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Burnside 
KERMIT  C.  KINARD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dale  Jones  &  Family 
ENNIS  JETER  LUMPKIN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Chadick 
MRS.  NAOMI  BIGGS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  D.  Whitten 
WILLARD  MEREDITH 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Frank  Robinson 
COLEEN  BALLARD 
by  Catherine  Bass 
MRS.  C.  E.  COLLINS 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Lee, Sr. 

MRS.  HOOKER  WILLIAMS,  SR. 
by  Mrs.  O.  E.  Williams  and 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  O.  E.  Williams,  Jr. 

MRS .  GEORGE  CARPENTER 
by  Charles  &  Mary  Lee  Jones  & 
Family 

EDWIN  SWEENEY 

by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  O.  L.  Tugwell,  Terry 
and  Melanie 
T.  O.  MACHEN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  WiU  K.  West 
GLEN  SHADOW 
by  Merry  Dean  Patterson 
OLIN  MACHEN 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Roy  Rlckerson 
JIMMY  R.  BALLARD 
by  Mr .  d  Mrs .  Kenneth  Hendrickson 
WALTER  WILKINSON 
by  Frances  McLean  Circle,  Crowley 
BEN  DURRETT 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  D.  Wallace 
BOBBY  WALTHER 
by  C.  R.  Griswold 
MRS.  ALICE  DAILY 
by  Mrs .  Ed  M .  Hayes 

A.  E. BROWN 
by  Hannah  Hankins 
A.  E.  BROWN 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Grover  Bates 
MRS.  J.  D.  GATHRIGHT 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Grover  Bates 
GEORGE  ENGLISH 
by  Ruth  Fletcher 
MRS.  LIZZIE  SMITH 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Otis  Welch 
MRS.  ELIZABETH  J.  ALLEN 
by  Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle 
THOMAS  FRITH  GLAZE 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Henry  H.  Wall,  Jr. 
MILTON  SHINPOCH 
by  Mrs .  Myrtle  Raley 
MRS .  ALICE  BOWSER 
by  Mr.  8t  Mrs.  J.  Dudley  Kemper 
and  Family 
R.  E. JOHNSON 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs . J .  Dudley  Kemper 
and  Family 

MRS .  GEORGE  FAULKNER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  Dudley  Kemper 
and  Family 
MRS.  WILL  NABORS 


BEN  DURRETT 
by  Mrs .  J .  L .  Ray 
JOHN  T.  DUNN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Troy  Bain 
by  Mrs.  W.  Edwin  Conger 
C.  J.  BOLIN,  SR. 
by  Officers  &  Directors  of  Pioneer 
Bank  &  Trust  Co.,  Shreveport 
by  W.  V.  Dark 
by  E.  R.  Campbell,  Sr. 

REV.  WM.  R.  IRVING,  JR. 
by  the  C.  W,  Roys,  Melton  Powells, 
Mamie  Brittian,  Sexton  Family, 

M.  D.  Dodds,  and  J.  M.  Moores 
MRS.  0.  H.  LOVE,  SR. 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Edwin  Preis 
MRS.  PHIL  LIVINGSTON 
by  The  Edwin  Preis  Family 
H.  A.  HARRINGTON 
by  The  Edwin  Preis  Family 
NATHANIEL  T.  DONNALLEY 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Paul  H .  Hammond 
MRS.  RUBY  L.  JOHNSON 
by  Ladies  Alteration  Dept.,  Employees 
of  Weiss  &  Goldring,  St  Mr .  Harry  Silver 
C.  J.  BOLIN,  SR. 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs,.  John  R .  Nelson 
MRS.  CARRO  JACKSON  TAYLOR 
by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Thomas 
MRS.  DARLENE  MARTIN 
by  U.M.W.  of  Palestine  U.M.C. 

W.  D.  HOLDER 
by  Mrs.  W.  D.  Holder 
KERMIT  C.  KINARD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Garland  Cason 

B.  H.  DURRETT 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Sherrard 
CORNELIUS  J.  BOLIN 
by  Mrs .  F .  H .  Goodgion 
MRS.  BEN  MILLER 
by  Parker  Wossman  Sunday  School 
Class,  Monroe 
H.  A.  HARRINGTON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ed.  McDonald,  Sr. 
DONNA  LYNN  HALL 
by  Mrs.  Zelda  Robinscm,  Mr.  k 
Mrs.  Robt.  A.  Davis,  Mr.  k  Mrs. 
Robert  E .  Davis  &  Renie 

C.  J.  BOLIN,  SR. 

by  Lucille  C.  McNeil 
RICHARD  NEILSON 
by  Elizabeth  C.  Williams 
MRS.  D.  L.  RODDY 
by  Mrs .  Kathryn  D .  Roddy 
VAN  E.  LEIGH'S  MOTHER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Z .  J .  Byrd 
DR.  EARL  B.  ROBINSON 
by  Mrs .  Ben  Robinson  and  Mrs . 

Molly  Sue  Keen 
MRS.  DONNIE  SUE  BAGGETT 
by  Mr .  k  Mrs .  Harvey  E .  Brown 
MARVIN  A.  KENT 
by  Mr .  4  Mrs .  Harvey  E .  Brown 
R.  T.  FERGUSON 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Doyle  McDonald 
L. W.  FLETCHER 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  W .  Hammett 
ROBERT  KIRKHAM 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oyde  Anderson 
and  Margie 
BILL  SMITH 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Judd 
BEN  WINDHAM 

by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Hudson 
MILTON  SHINPOCH 
by  Mrs .  Ross  C .  Neill 
H.  c.  McDaniels 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  H .  J .  Norris 
BILL  SMITH 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  M.  Steere 
JERRY  LAMAR  BOYER 
by  Sullivan  Girls,  Mrs.  Benefield 
and  Lonnie  B.  Davis 


by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  Dudley  Kemper 
and  Family  -v 
GLENN  MERRITT, 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  Dudley  Kemper 
and  Family 
MRS .  ALICE  DAILY 
by  Mr.  k  Mrs .  J .  Dudley  Kemper 
and  Family 

MRS.  NETTYE  FOLSE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Parker  Folse 
MRS.  MOUNGER 
by  Mrs.  T.  L.  James,  Jr. 

M.  C.  CHAMBLESS 
by  Mrs.  T.  L.  James,  Jr. 

MRS.  C.  E.  COLLINS 
by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Donald  Lester  & 

David  Patterson 
MRS.  C.  E.  COLLINS 
by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Joe  F.  Taylor 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Tom  David  Adcock 
by  Miss  Patti  Strother 
by  Mrs .  Pat  Strother 
by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  L.  Holley 
MRS.  J.  C.  TILLMAN 
by  Mrs .  W .  R .  Thomason 
MRS.  MARYANN  KYPTER 
by  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Women 
MRS.  COLLEEN  GIBSON 
by  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Women 


LITTLE  GIANT 

Th«  nam«  to  rememlMf  for 


FIBERGLASS 
SPIRES -CROSSES 
BAPTISTRIES -SIGNS 
WATER  HEATERS 

KRINKLGLAS  WINDOWS 
^hurch  credit  plans  available. 

Free  colored  brochure. 

LimE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
Phone:  713  883-4246 


The  Children's  Choir 
(right)  of  Abbeville 
United  Methodist  Church, 
song  on  Laity  Day  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Chris  Nunez.  BELOW 
RIGHT:  (from  left)  The 
Rev.  A.  G.  Taylor, 
pastor;  Mrs.  Roy  Ken¬ 
drick,  lay  leader;  Roy 
Hoffpauir,  speaker,  and 
Mrs.  John  Nunez,  asso¬ 
ciate. 


V 

WILEY  SEWARD 
by  Ruston  Dist .  Pareonettes 
CORNELIUS  J.  BOLIN,  SR. 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Ru^  Volentlne 
GEORGE  P.  REYNOLDS 
by  Miss  Elva  Rugg 
MRS.  CLAUDE  E.  COLLINS.  SR. 

by  Bona  H.  Fortson 
MRS.  E.  O.  DAILY 
by  Mr .  4  Mrs .  Glen  Riares 
MRS.  A.  WELL 
by  Mr .  4  Mrs .  Dan  McVay 
MRS.  LILLIAN  RAYBURN 
by  Circle  #3,  U.M.W.  Caddo  Heights 


Ihiited  Mediodist  Church 
MRS.  E.  E.  WILLAIMSON 
by  Mr .  4  Mrs .  Manfred  Gusta&on 
BOBBY  WALTHER 
by  Elsa  M  .  Haas 
ELMER  MITCHELL 
by  Nesom  Mem .  United  Methodist 
Church 

MRS.  EBBIE  DE  LARCERDA 
by  Mr .  4  Mrs .  Glen  Phares 
BEVERLY  SUE  TWITTY  HOWE 
by  Mrs .  Ed  Shultz 

Please  turn  to  page  12 


THE  TOTAL  WOMAN 

“is  not  just  a  good 
housekeeper;  she  is  a 
warm,  loving  homemaker.” 

Any  woman  can 
put  romance  and  spar¬ 
kle  back  into  a  tired  mar¬ 
riage  . . .  Marabel  Morgan 
proved  it  in  her 
own  marriage,  and  A 
achieved  the  same  rt 
fantastic  success  for  t 
others  through  her  fa-  f 
mous  "Total -Woman"  course. 

Here  are  Marabel  Morgan’s  j 
pointers  on  communication,  ^ 
sex,  appearance,  and  other 
vital  factors  that  can  turn 
mediocrity  and  boredom  in¬ 
to  new  excitement.  $5.95 


AT  YOUR  BOOKSTORE 

Fleming  H.  Revell  Company .  oid  Tappan,  n.j.  07675 

(If  ordering  by  mail,  add  15<  handling.) 
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‘The  Truthful  Good  News’ 


On  Friday  evening,  Sept.  21,  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  addressed  some  800  persons  gathered 
for  the  last  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Women’s  S^iety  of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  and  the  organizational  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women.  The  assembly,  meeting 
in  Lafayette’s  Asbury  Church,  heard  the  bishop  say 
“We  have  come  to  the  end  of  something  that  has 
been  very  useful  and  very  wonderful:  the  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Ser¬ 
vice  Guild.  And  now  we  have  before  us  a  resurrec¬ 
tion  tomorrow  into  something  finer  and  better.  Noth¬ 
ing  is  really  dying.” 

In  expressing  the  theme  of  his  message  Bishop 
Crutchfield  stated  that  “we  could  talk  this  evening 
about  our  problems  and  what  faces  the  world  and 
all  of  that.  I’d  rather  talk  about  our  opportunities) 
Frankly,  I  do  not  want  to  be  a  pessimist.  I  want 
to  be  optimistic  because  I  think  the  truth  calls  for 
optimism.  I’m  not  interested  in  telling  you  any  of 
the  bad  news.  Tonight  I  want  to  tell  you  ‘The  Truth¬ 
ful  Good  News!’  ” 

THE  DISCOVERY  AND  REDISCOVERY 
OF  FAITH 

In  his  address  Bishop  Crutchfield  listed  four 
“items  of  good  news.” 

The  first  he  characterized  by  saying  “I  am  find¬ 
ing  all  over  this  state  that  people  are  discovering  or 
rediscovering  an  inner  joy.  There  is  a  new,  strong 
personal  element  in  religion  and  in  the  life  of  the 
churches.  There  is  a  real  and  basic  revival  of  relig¬ 
ion  going  on  in  The  United  Methodist  Church!”  The 
bishop  stated  that  “one  evidence  is  that  the  polariza¬ 
tions  are  disappearing.”  He  listed  another  evidence 
as  “an  impatience  with  ‘system  tinkering,’  ”  saying 
that  people  “really  want  to  be  a  part  of  a  commun¬ 
ity  of  faith.” 

Turning  to  the  relation  between  faith  and  social 
witness  Bishop  Crutchfield  told  the  assembly  “I  think 
you  know  me  well  enough  to  know  that  I  do  not 
abhor  social  change;  I  have  never  been  accused  of 
that!  But  the  church  is  not  primarily  a  vehicle  of 
social  change.  The  church  is  a  community  of  faith, 
the  body  of  Christ.  Proper  social  change  will  flow 
out  of  that.”  The  bishop  stated  that  “The  church  is 
not  a  political  organization;  the  church  is  a  com¬ 
munity  of  faith.  It  may  get  its  hands  dirty  occasion¬ 
ally  in  politics  and  it  may  deal  with  sociology,  but 
that’s  not  its  primary  basis  of  unity.  It  is  the  faith! 
All  over  this  state  I  find  people  who  are  concerned 
about  the  faith.” 

Bishop  Crutchfield  said  that  he  was  “bumping 
into  folk  all  over  the  state  who  are  finding  an  iimer 
radiant  joy  in  their  religion.  I  really  find  happier 
Christians  than  I’ve  seen  in  years,  lliere  is  a  radi¬ 
ance,  a  glow,  a  new  sense  of  commitment  and  a  new 
depth  of  joy!” 

Stating  that  people  seem  “more  relaxed  in  their 
faith  than  in  recent  times,”  the  bishop  said  “Some¬ 
thing  has  happened.  God’s  spirit  has  moved  among 


A  report  on  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield’s  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  Organizing  Conference  of  United 
Methodist  Women,  Lafayette,  Sept.  21-22. 
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us  and  I  think  the  church  has  been  decisive  in  this 
all  across  the  nation.”  He  stated  that  he  felt  “a  new 
mood  in  the  church  and  it’s  good  news!  Folk  are 
finding  an  inner  joy  and  the  lost  radiance  of  the 
gospel  is  breaking  forth  in  their  hearts.  And  I  tell 
you  that,  as  the  direct  result  of  that  within  five  to 
ten  years,  this  Louisiana  Conference  is  going  to  see 
a  great  and  genuine  and  deep  revival  of  scriptural 
holiness  of  the  Wesleyan  variety.” 

REDISCOVERY  OF  INSTITUTIONS 

Bishop  Crutchfield  stated  that  a  second  item  of 
good  news  was  that  United  Methodists  in  all  parts 
of  Louisiana  were  “rediscovering  our  institutions.” 
He  pointed  out  that  he  meant  not  only  the  five  in¬ 
stitutions  related  to  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  which  the  women’s  work 
has  especially  supported  (Dulac  Community  Center, 
McDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services, 
Inc.,  People’s  United  Methodist  Center,  and  Sager 
Brown  School)  but  “all  forty  of  the  institutions  that 
are  related  to  Louisiana  Methodism.” 

The  bishop  reviewed  highlights  of  services  ren¬ 
dered  by  several  of  these  institutions  and  stated  that 
institutions  are  “the  heart-throb  of  a  conference; 
don’t  lose  a  one  —  don’t  let  anybody  get  phased 
out.  Great  ideas  are  promoted  and  maintained  by 
great  institutions.”  He  stated  that  the  churches  that 
“weather  great  crises  and  great  storms  are  those 
that  have  great  institutional  programs  of  service.  It 


takes  them  through  times  of  skepticism,  through 
times  of  crisis.  Keep  the  institutional  heart-throb  of 
the  church  alive!” 

Noting  with  appreciation  that  state  officials  had 
recognized  the  social  service  rendered  by  Method¬ 
ism’s  institutions.  Bishop  Crutchfield  stated  that 
“We’re  not  just  in  the  business  of  social  service; 
We’re  in  the  business  of  social  service  for  the  sake  of 
Jesus  Christ.  And  that  makes  our  institutions  dif¬ 
ferent.” 

MERGER  HAS  WORKED 

As  a  third  item  of  good  news  the  bishop  stated 
that  “merger  has  worked!”  “In  my  13  months  here 
I  have  discovered  not  one  thing  that  I  could  con¬ 
sider  or  identify  as  being  racist  in  this  Conference.” 
After  recounting  the  events  that  led  to  a  harmonious 
merger  of  the  former  all-black  and  all-white  confer¬ 
ences,  the  bishop  stated  that  “I  don’t  believe  it  will 
ever  be  possible  again  in  the  Methodist  church  in 
Louisiana  for  race  to  be  an  issue.  Never  again,  never 
again,  will  anybody  who  is  a  Methodist  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  have  to  worry  about  the  race  question.  That 
died  a  long  time  ago.  We’re  one  in  Christ.  And  that’s 
good  news!”  At  this  point,  as  in  other  places  in  the 
bishop’s  address,  “amens”  were  heard  throughout 
the  congregation  of  some  800  persons. 

A  RESURGENCE  OF  INTEREST  IN  THE 
LOCAL  CHURCH 

As  a  final  item  of  good  news  Bishop  Crutchfield 
listed  a  renewed  interest  in  the  local  church.  He 
noted  that  just  a  short  time  ago  “the  brightest  and 
best  young  men  entering  the  ministry”  were  inter¬ 
ested  in  connectional  jobs  but  that  now  this  trend 
has  changed.  The  interest  now,  he  stated,  is  in  the 
local  church. 

The  bishop  reviewed  a  list  of  accomplishments 
by  several  congregations,  small  and  large,  located 
in  the  open  country  and  in  the  iimer  city,  pointing 
up  creative  ministries  being  accomplished  by  them. 

In  concluding  remarks  Bishop  Crutchfield  re¬ 
counted  a  number  of  scriptural  instances  in  which 
women  played  the  major  role.  “The  grace  of  dis-- 
covery  was  first  given  to  women,”  he  stated,  recall¬ 
ing  biblical  instances  when  God  had  broken  good, 
news  first  to  women.  He  stated  that  his  belief  that 
“the  finest,  best,  brightest  days  are  ahead.  I  think 
we  have  turned  a  comer;  we’re  on  the  upward  road.. 
We’re  on  the  advance  and  Christ’s  cause  is  not  de¬ 
feated.” 

In  a  final  challenge  to  the  women  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  stated  “You  are  launching  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  and  I  hope  you  go  out  of  here  with 
banners  flying  and  without  apology  and  with  a  great 
spirit  of  crusading  and  with  joy  and  love  in  your 
hearts  and  a  song  on  your  lips.  And  be  optimistic 
and  look  up!  The  future  belongs  to  people  who  go 
out  in  that  spirit. 
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MRS.  CARRO  TAYLOR 
by  Tbe  E.  L.  Richardson  Family 
MRS.  ALICE  DAILY 
by  The  E.  L.  Richardson  Family 
MRS.  BOB  LOWREY 
by  The  E.  L.  Richardson  Family 
GEORGE  SIRMON 
by  The  E.  L.  Richardson  Family 
A.  E.  BROWN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ted  Wright 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Fisher 
MRS.  EBBIE  DE  LACEROA 
bu  -Clemmy  Scarbrough 
GLENN  SHADOW 
by  Mr.  &Mr8.  Cary  Johnson,  Jr. 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  J.  W.  Phillips 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  C.  Conine 
MR.  &  MRS.  C.  R.  CARAWAY 
by  Mrs.  Nanette  C.  Richardson 
KEITH  McKERRON 
by  Dr.  Sallye  J.  Ttmiette  and  Mrs. 
Sallye  T.  Toniette 
MURRAY  WOMACK 
by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 


MRS.  BEVERLY  SUE  TWITTY  HOWE 
by  Mrs  .  T.  F.  Lee 
MR.  HARDAMAN 
by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 
MRS.  HATTIE  FREELAND 
by  Mrs  .  T.  F.  Lee 
R.  W.  SMART 
by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 
DERRELL  SMITH 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Wilson 
MRS.  EMMETT  R.  HOOK 
by  John  T.  &  Maxa  Bundrick 
WILLIAM  H.  BLAKE  WOOD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Paul  J .  Hudson 
MRS.  J.  H.  WISE 

by  Arcadia  United  Methodist  Church 
WILLIAM  H.  BLAKE  WOOD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Dominick 
REV.  W.  R.  IRVING 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Chadlck 
MRS.  R.  B.  JOHNSON,  SR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  O.  Doland 
C.  P.  ROACH 

by  Mr.  &Mrs.  D.  E.  Nelson 


EDWIN  BROWN 

by  Arcadia  United  Methodist  Church 
FRANK  FOREMAN 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Edgar  Broussard 
WM.  BLAKEWOOD 
by  Mrs .  Guy  N .  Lawton 
MRS.  VIOLA  LISKEY 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Milton  Methvin 
and  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  A.  B.  Houck 
WM.  H.  BLAKEWOOD 
by  Mr.  i  Mrs .  Ronald  Lawton 
DR.  JOHNN.  BOSTICK 
by  Dr .  &  Mrs .  Harold  A .  Moore 
and  Family 
KERMIT  KINARD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  E .  M .  Moore 
DEWEY  BARR 

by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Gates 
MRS.  RUTH  MERRITT 
by  the  B.  W .  Smith  Family  and 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Beauchamp 
J.  C.  BAKER 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  G.  Middlebrooks 


R.  E.  STRANGE 
by  Peggy  Bolton 
ALEX  RICE 

by  the  Family  of  John  T.  Dunn 
DR.  O.  B.  OWENS 
by  "One  Whom  He  Helped" 
JAMES  EDGAR  TERRELL 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.'  A.  C.  Fuller 
ED  COMPTON 
by  Mrs.  C.  T.  Thompson 
HARTWELL  H.  ALLEN 
by  Mr.  h  Mrs.  J.  R.  Sessions 
and  Aliene 
GLENN  SHADOW 
by  Mrs.  J.  T. Riser 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Richard  Lann 
C.  K.  KINARD 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs  .Geo.  C.  Rogers 
by  The  Terry  Family 
W.  H.  BLAKEWOOD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Virgil  G.  Martin 
SHAW  MILLIKIN 
by  Mrs .  Alice  B.  Waiter 


CHILDREN’S  HOME 

by  Mrs .  Ellle  M.  Butler 
JOHNNY  TALBERT 
by  George  &  Hazel  Terrell 
WM.  H.  BLAKEWOOD 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Robert  H .  Fuller 
MRS.  MAYB.  LEONE 
byMrs .  Louis  Bell 
C.  R.  PATTERSON 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  W.  R.  Chadick 
DONNA  LYNN  HALL 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Don  E .  Hall 
GLEN  SHADOW 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs .  Wm.  B.  Shaw 
and  Mary 

W.  H.  BLAKEWOOD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Grafton  McKinney 
and  Tim 

CLIFTON  COMBS 
byMrs.  A.  L.  Hethcox 
JOHN  C.  SHARP 
by  Mr.  A.  L.  Hehtcox 
B.  J.  NEAL 

by  Dr .  &  Mrs .  Donald  W .  Gates 
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United  Methodists  Today  to 
succeed  Together,  editor  named 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)— Dr. 
Roger  L.  Burgess,  46,  associate  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministry’s  Division  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  has 
been  elected  editor  of  United  Meth- 
ocfists  Today,  general  United  Method¬ 
ist  family  magazine  which  is  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Together  January  1. 

Dr.  Burgess,  a  layman,  was  elected 
editor  of  the  new  magazine  and  desig¬ 
nated  as  editorial  director  of  all  gen- 
Histnrir  Commission  plans  site  markers  erai  church  periodicals  published  by 

rlisioric  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 

at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  45- 
member  Board  of  Publication  here 
October  30-31.  He  will  assume  his 
new  responsibilities  in  Park  Ridge,  Ill., 
January  1. 

Dr.  Burgess  succeeds  Dr.  Curtis  A. 
Chambers  who  was  recently  elected 
Please  turn  to  page  11 


Attending  the  recent  meeting  at  Centenary  College  of  the  Conference 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  were  (left  to  right)  Dr.  John 
Ness,  Jr.,  executive  secretary  of  United  Methodism’s  national  com¬ 
mission,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan,  chairman  of  con¬ 
ference  commission,  STANDING:  the  Rev.  James  Christie,  Richard 
Colquett,  the  Rev.  Edwin  House,  Jr.,  Dr.  Walter  Lowery,  Dr.  Jolly  B. 
Harper,  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  co-director.  Council  on  Ministries, 
and  the  Rev.  W.  Spiller  Milton. 


by  Cecil  Bland 


Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan,  chairman,  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  recent  semi-annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Cline 
room  of  the  Centenary  College  Li¬ 
brary. 

Dr.  Walter  Lowrey,  archivist,  dis¬ 
played  priceless  manuscripts  and 
leather  bound  church  records  of  the 
Methodist  church  in  Louisiana  that  are 
kept  in  a  temperature-controlled  vault 
at  the  College.  One  item  was  a  per¬ 
sonal  letter  from  the  early  circuit  rider 
in  Louisiana,  Richmond  Nolley  to  his 
younger  brother.  Dr.  Jolly  Harper  had 
received  it  from  Nolley’s  family  in 
1953  and  put  it  in  the  depository. 

Records  arc  being  copied,  and  plans 
begun  for  the  national  Methodist  Site 
Markers  to  be  placed  at  the  Jena 
Church  as  approved  by  the  third  Ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 


ence  this  year.  This  church  played  a 
prominent  part  in  Rev.  Nolley’s  min¬ 
istry. 

Dr.  John  Ness,  Jr.,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  of  the  general  United 
Methodist  Church,  based  at  Lake  Jun¬ 
aluska,  N.  Car.  discussed  disciplinary 
duties  of  a  Conference  Commission. 
Foremost  among  them  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  to  obtain,  inventory,  care  for, 
and  regulate  the  use  of  church  re¬ 
cords,  artifacts,  and  pertinent  materials. 
All  boards  and  agencies  of  the  con¬ 
ference  need  information  on  what  to 
save,  when,  and  where;  all  churches 
need  instructions  as  well. 

The  Rev.  James  Christie,  president 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Historical 
Society  a  separate  organization,  dis¬ 
cussed  the  opportunity  the  society  has 
in  contacts  with  each  local  church.  A 
state  listing  of  historic  Methodist  sites 
in  a  brochure  is  being  considered. 

Promotion  of  Heritage  Sunday 
which  comes  on  the  Sunday  prior  to 


Dr.  Roger  L.  Burgess 


Recently  the  newspapers  carried  reports  that  a  group  of 
national  executives  and  delegates  at  a  Women's  Division  meeting  in  New 
Orleans,  representing  1.5  million  women,  had  favored  unpeachment  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  vote  was  said  to  have  carried  by 
a  majority  with  some  voting  negatively  and  others  abstaining. 

Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  the  issue,  it  is  regrettable 
that  the  women  have  officially  contributed  to  the  confusion  of  the  hour 
rather  than  to  its  stability.  While  we  recognize  that  every  person  should 
express  conviction  to  the  proper  authorities  on  this  subject,  no  one  group 
should  ever  be  thought  of  as  representing  the  official  position  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  ladies’  right  to  speak  as  a  body  is  unquestioned, 
but  in  our  church  everyone  is  a  free  person,  and  no  one  s  opinion  is  bind¬ 
ing  on  another.  In  matters  of  faith  and  current  problems  no  one  can 

actually  represent  others;  every  one  speaks  for  himself.  All  that  can  be 
said  is  that  a  majority  of  those  assembled  wanted  the  President  impeached. 
The  ladies  represented  themselves  and  not  perhaps  the  women  of  the  church 
at  large . 

Many  ladies  called  our  office  on  this  matter,  and  one  said, 
"Ask  that  group  to  comment  on  such  subjects  as  home  and  family  stability, 
or  what  a  woman  can  do  about  crime  and  violence  today,  or  how  we  may 
make  our  churches  true  centers  of  spiritual  renewal,  or  how  we  help  our 

children  and  other  youth  develop  Christian  character .  And,  she  con¬ 
tinued,  "tell  the  women  there  that  their  voting  on  a  subject  of  this  nature 
tends  to  weaken  guidance  given  on  other  subjects  where  women  truly  need 
and  seek  help  from  their  national  representatives . " 

For  whatever  it  is  worth,  the  resolution  in  question  passed 
the.  group  of  65  women,  but  I  suspect  that  it  will  be  properly  evaluated 
by  those  who  read  it. 

I  do  not  control,  influence,  or  interfere  with  women's  de¬ 
cisions  .  If  you  wish  to  register  your  opinion,  why  not  write  to  Mrs  .  C  . 
Qifford  Cummings,  President  of  the  Women’s  Division,  United  Methodist 
Church,  or  Miss  Theressa  Hoover,  Associate  General  Secretary,  at  the 
national  headquarters .  I  am  pleased  to  have  correspondence  from  many 
women,  but  I  am  powerless  to  do  anything  about  ladies  affairs  . 


Faithfully, 


^  2'/.C,  %  ^ 
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May  24,  1974  is  another  opportunity 
for  the  Society. 

Richard  Colquett  of  Shreveport  is 
promoting  the  placement  on  this  spec¬ 
ial  day,  of  official  grave  markers  on 
the  memorial  stones  of  deceased  min¬ 
isters  whose  graves  have  not  been 
previously  marked. 


Mrs.  Nolan  stressed  the  importance 
of  oral  records.  Both  tapes  and  writ¬ 
ten  accounts  of  interviews  with  his¬ 
torical  figures  in  the  Conference  need 
to  be  considered  where  local  churches 
have  elderly  members,  who  might  fit 
this  category. 
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Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


A  NEW  HOUSE  OF  GOD  for  Tangipahoa  United  Methodist  Church  began 
symbolically  on  Sunday,  Oct.  14  with  a  groundbreaking  ceremony.  Taking 
part  were  (left  to  right)  two  of  the  church’s  oldest  members,  Mrs.  Stella 
Phillips  and  Harvey  Hutchinson,  Sr.,  along  with  Robert  Pezant,  chairman  of 
Building  Committee;  Richard  Garner,  architect;  Charles  Ragusa,  contractor; 
and  the  Rev.  William  Proctor,  pastor.  The  new  facility  of  ultra-modern 
architectural  design  is  expected  to  cost  approximately  $60,000.  Grounds 
will  be  landscaped  through  the  courtesy  of  Phillips  Florist  in  Fluker.  (Photo 
by  Schwartz) 


John  Hereford  named  to 
Discipleship  Board  post 


(NASHVILLE,  TENN.)  —  The  ap¬ 
pointment  of  two  persons  to  executive 
level  staff  positions  for  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  was 
announced  here  today  by  Dr.  Melvin 
G.  Talbert,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board.  Mr.  John  Hereford  has  been 
named  as  Business  Manager  and  head 
of  the  Office  of  Central  Support  Ser¬ 
vices  and  the  Rev.  Ronn  Kerr  has 
been  appointed  as  the  Board’s  Com¬ 
munications  Officer  and  head  of  the 
Office  of  Information  and  Interpreta¬ 
tion. 

In  making  the  announcement,  Tal¬ 
bert  said,  “John  Hereford  will  have 
management  responsibility  over  all 
business  operations  of  the  Board  in¬ 
cluding  treasury  functions,  building 
ojjerations,  personnel  activities,  and 


Jack  Dew  on 
Peru  mission 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  A 
team  of  18  United  Methodists  from 
the  United  States  representing  four 
•ethnic  groups,  men  and  women,  min¬ 
isters  and  laity,  adults  and  youth,  will 
participate  in  a  22-day  evangelistic 
mission  to  Peru  Oct.  31-Nov.  21  with 
stops  in  Costa  Rica,  Panama,  and 
Colombia. 

The  team  is  going  to  Peru  at  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Peru.  Coor¬ 
dinating  the  mission  is  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Roberto  Escamilla,  a  staff  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship’s  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship,  and  Stewardship. 

Participants  will  be:  The  Rev.  David 
Adair,  Tulsa,  Okla.;  the  Rev.  Ovidio 
Amaro,  Winter  Haven,  Fla.;  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Joe  B.  Bowen,  Jr.,  Atlanta, 
Ga.;  Jack  Dew,  West  Monroe,  La.; 
the  Rev.  Gary  Fitzgerald,  Elkhart, 
Tex.;  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Garrison, 
Urbana,  Ill.;  Miss  Ramona  Hernan¬ 
dez,  Brooklyn,  New  York;  Geoge  Kil¬ 
gore,  Chevy  Chase,  Md.;  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  M.  Mackey,  Seminole,  Fla.;  the 
Rev.  Calvin  McCutcheon,  Webster 
Springs,  W.  Va.;  the  Rev.  John  Og¬ 
den,  Arlington,  Tex.;  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
Phillips,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.;  the  Rev. 
Raul  Quintanilla,  Temple,  Tex.;  the 
Rev.  Luis  F.  Sotomayor,  Ponce,  Puer¬ 
to  Rico;  the  Rev.  Jose  J.  Vasquez,  San 
Angelo,  Tex.;  the  Rev.  Lindy  Waters, 
Dallas,  Tex. 
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the  production,  distribution,  and  ac¬ 
counting  units  of  the  Board’s  various 
resource  production  sections.  Ronn 
Kerr  will  be  the  chief  communications 
officer  for  the  Board  and  he  and  his 
staff  will  be  broadly  responsible  for 
interpretation  of  the  Board’s  program 
to  the  church  and  world.” 

Hereford,  who  was  also  felected 
Treasurer  at  the  Board’s  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  had  been  Business  Manager-Trea¬ 
surer  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Laity  m  Evanston,  Illinois  since 
1968.  He  was  Associate  Director  of 
the  Louisiana  Area  Council  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  National  Director 
of  Methodist  News  Work,  staff  officer 
for  the  Louisiana  and  Kentucky  Jaycee 
organizations,  and  an  independent 
businessman  prior  to  his  management 
position  at  the  Board  of  Laity. 

Hereford,  a  Consecrated  Lay  Work¬ 
er  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  is.  married  and  has  two  children. 

Kerr  has  been  Director  of  Communi¬ 
cations  for  the  Board  of  Evangelism 
for  three  years.  In  addition,  Kerr  has 
been  editor  of  Street  ’N  Steeple,  an 
editorial  associate  for  Tidings  publica¬ 
tions,  and  chairman  of  the  North 
American  launch  activities  for  Key  73 
which  included  being  executive  pro¬ 
ducer  of  the  Faith  In  Action  television 
special  that  appeared  earlier  this  year 
on  more  than  800  television  stations  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  He  is 
a  ministerial  member  of  the  Iowa  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Prior  to  joining  the  evangelism  staff, 
Kerr  was  a  designer,  copywriter,  crea¬ 
tive  director  and  account  executive  for 
various  advertising  firms  in  Iowa  and 
Oregon. 
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Dr.  Stuart  C.  Henry,  professor  of 
American  Christianity,  Duke 
University  Divinity  School,  Dur¬ 
ham,  N.C.,  will  present  a  sermon 
on  the  subject,  "A  Puritan  Per¬ 
spective”  at  8:30  and  10:50  a.m. 
services  at  First  Church,  Monroe 
on  Sunday,  Nov.  11.  Dr.  Henry, 
who  is  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Clyde 
C.  Frazier,  Jr.  (wife  of  Monroe 
District  Superintendent),  has 
served  as  pastor  at  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  Natchez,  Miss., 
has  taught  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  and  has  had  numerous 
scholarly  writings  published. 
First  Church  pastor.  Dr.  W.  D. 
Boddie  and  the  congregation 
invite  the  public  to  these 
services. 


Staff  persons  for  Leadership  Training  Workshop  for  Church  School 
workers,  at  First  Church,  Pineville,  Oct.  28,  29  included  (left  to 
right)  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  co-director  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries;  Mrs.  Wayne  Fallin,  Pineville  education  assistant; 
Mrs.  Johnny  Webb,  Pineville  member;  and  the  Rev.  Don  Cottrill, 
associate  director  of  the  Council  on  Ministries’  Office.  The  Rev. 
Stone  Caraway  is  pastor  at  the  host  church. 
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In  We  Care  Mission  at  Monroe 
Wedey  Foundation  .... 


Young  married  adults  assess 
local  church  programs 


While  “little  or  no  hostility”  was 
expressed,  young  married  adults  do 
feel  a  sense  of  “disappointment  in  the 
local  church.”  The  major  reason  seems 
to  be  “the  void  experienced  by  young 
adults  with  lack  of  programs,  lack  of 
peer  groups,  and  lack  of  change  in  the 
local  church.” 

These  opinions  were  expressed  in 
an  evaluation  of  comments  coming 
from  young  married  adults  taking  part 
in  a  We  Care  Mission  recently  held 
at  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Northeast 
Louisiana  University  at  Monroe. 

The  study  revealed  that  the  need, 
to  be  involved  and  to  feel  a  part  of  the 
local  church  was  often  expressed.  A 
comment  reflecting  the  attitude  of  the 
group  was  “Most  young  married  adults 
want  to  be  involved  but  not  prisoners 
in  their  Christian  experience.” 

Interest  was  strong  in  innovative 
programs,  and  the  group  expressed  a 
desire  for  “more  flexible  programs 
which  venture  into  relevant  areas  of 
living:  finances,  child  care,  teaching 
sexuality  to  children,  communication 
and  the  spiritual  aspects  of  marriage.” 
High  on  the  list  of  suggested  program 
priorities  for  local  churches  seeking  to 
provide  young  married  adult  ministries 
were  programs  in  the  area  of  marriage 
and  family,  more  serious  study  of  the 
Bible  and  of  contemporary  literature, 
fellowship  outlets  and  opportunity  for 
involvement  in  social  service. 

One  participant  commented  that  “it 
would  help  if  the  church  required 
preparatory  classes  before  accepting 
membership;  this  would  include  an 
orientation  program  giving  a  chance 
for  prospective  members  to  inquire  in¬ 
to  the  church  and  its  life.”  Another 
participant  said  “I’m  not  very  strong 
on  organized  religion  .  .  .  too  much 
emphasis  has  been  placed  on  .  .  .  no 
drinking,  no  obscene  movies,  etc.  This 
is  unimportant.  The  important  thing  is 
loving  each  other  and  getting  along. 
This  "doesn’t  include  policing  each 
other.  Religion  should  be  a  verb,  not 
a  noun  or  adjective.” 

Eight  ministers,  pictured  above  right, 
participated  in  the  We  Care  Mission. 
The  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson  is  the  host 
campus  minister. 


Participants  in  recent  We  Care  Mis¬ 
sion  at  Wesley  Foundation,  Monroe 
(left  to  right,  front):  the  Rev.  James 
Poole,  St.  Luke’s,  Shreveport; 
Theresa  McConnell,  Married  Minis¬ 
tries’  coordinator;  the  Rev.  Will 
Finnin,  LSU  campus  minister; 
(second  row):  the  Rev.  Glenn  Mes¬ 
ser,  Winnsboro;  (third  row):  the 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Rayville 
(holding  Kathy  Marie  Wilson);  the 
Rev.  Les  Thompson,  USL  campus 
minister;  and  the  Rev.  Charles 
Floyd,  Lake  Vista,  New  Orleans. 
Other  campus  ministers  taking  part 
were  the  Rev.  Jerry  Fuller,  LSU 
and  the  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson,  host. 


St.  Paul  Church,  Campti,  which 
had  its  beginning  in  a  black¬ 
smith  shop,  recently  celebrated 
its  97th  anniversary.  Partici¬ 
pants  included  (from  left)  the 
Rev.  E.  A.  Brown,  a  neigh¬ 
boring  pastor;  the  Rev.  Caria 
Sneed,  pastor,  and  Natchi¬ 
toches  Di  strict  Superintendent 
Ed  Thomas.  The  piano  and 
worship  center  picture  de¬ 
picting  the  Upper  Room  scene 
were  presented  as  gifts  to  the 
the  church  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Anderson. 
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TOWARD  A  THEOLOGY  FOR  THE 
COMING  AGE  OF  SCARCITY 

Americans  face  a  new  age  of  scarcity  and  it  may  be  upon  us  quicker 
than  we  realize.  And  unlike  most  of  the  hard  times  we’ve  experienced  in 
the  past  quarter-century,  which  have  been  spectator-events  for  most  Amer¬ 
icans,  this  one  will  come  home  in  varied  degrees  to  all  of  us.  It  will  come 
to  our  dining  tables,  our  furnaces,  our  cars,  our  businesses  and  to  our 
schools.  This  is  one  hard  time  we  won’t  sit  out. 

And  as  such  this  age  of  scarcity  will  be  a  new  experience  for  many 
Americans  whose  daily  way  has  been  that  of  unprecedented  abundance 
and  affluence.  Most  of  us  have  lived  as  though  we  believed  we  were  suck¬ 
ing  on  a  big  fat  straw  dipped  into  an  ice  cream  soda  which  would  never 
run  dry.  But  now  we’ve  started  to  suck  bubbles  and  the  sound  has  scared 
us.  The  National  Observer  (Nov.  3)  states  that  “We’ve  not  now  big  on 
eating  a  synthetic  turkey  made  from  soybeans.  Presently  we  will  be  —  if 
we  don’t  run  out  of  soybeans.” 

It  is  reported  that  food  and  fuel  will  be  our  major  scarcities.  We  now 
have  about  10  years  supply  of  economically  recoverable  oil  supplies,  11 
of  natural  gas  and  300  of  coal  (The  National  Observer,  Oct.  27),  We’ve 
been  conditioned  to  believe  that  our  technological  know-how  can  find 
solutions  to  all  of  our  problems.  But  we  cannot  leave  the  impact  of  these 
new  problems  to  be  absorbed  by  the  scientist  alone.  The  human  dimen¬ 
sions  of  these  problems  are  perhaps  greater  than  their  scientific,  and  it  is 
to  these  that  the  church  must  speak  its  good  word. 

BOUND  TOGETHER  IN  THE  BUNDLE  OF  LIFE 

White  we  must  avoid  the  error  of  presenting  Christianity  as  an  auto¬ 
matic  solution  to  all  problems,  the  church  is  entrusted  with  a  relevant, 
creative  and  redemptive  word  that  speaks  to  all  human  need.  And  our 
faith  does  indeed  have  a  word  for  such  a  time  as  is  before  us. 

One  such  word  is  that  we  ought  not  consider  the  hardships  before 
us  wKhout  remembering  that  for  many,  many  people  throughout  the  world 
scarcity  and  much  worse  has  been  a  way  of  life  for  years.  Scarcity  is 
relevant.  What  is  scarcity  for  us  is  affluence  to  others.  As  a  part  of  a 
world  community,  Christians  may  not  approach  their  own  national  prob¬ 
lems  in  isolation  from  the  needs  of  others. 

Such  an  observation  may  seem  little  help  in  solving  the  immediate 
problem  before  Americans.  But  it  is  the  only  way  that  Christians  in  Amer¬ 
ica  can  honestly  begin  a  look  at  the  scope  and  meaning  of  our  present 
situation.  It  ill  behooves  us  to  throw  a  national  tantrum  because  we  can’t 
drive  our  boat  to  the  lake  or  buy  steaks  for  the  cook-out  when  our  brother 
across  the  sea  must  eat  his  starving  milk  cow  in  order  to  stay  alive,  and 
that  possibly  not  for  long. 

Of  all  American  citizens,  the  Christian  cannot  face  the  fact  of  our 
own  scarcities  without  reference  to  his  universal  ties.  We  are  a  people 
who  are  bound  together  in  the  bundle  of  life  and  have  cast  our  lot  with 
our  brother  because  our  Lord  has  done  so  before  us. 

REJOICE  IN  OUR  SUFFERING? 

Another  word  the  church  may  witness  to  at  such  a  time  is  a  bit  more 
difficult  to  express.  It  also  runs  the  risk  of  being  interpreted  as  dealing 
lightly  with  some  very  real  human  hardships  and  difficulties  that  will 
result  from  scarcities  to  come.  But  it  is  in  reality  a  positive  word,  too.  It 
sees  that  there  can  be  a  creative  aspect  and  even  a  bright  side  to  the 
prospect  of  scarcity.  How? 

Adversity  has  a  way  of  bringing  people  together.  It  sharpens  our 
sense  of  values.  It  focuses  attention  on  priorities.  It  develops  a  discipline 
and  regimen  which  is  creative  and  helpful  to  the  individual  and  to  the 
community,  ft  is  entirely  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  our  faith  to  say  that 
creative,  redemptive  results  may  come  from  an  age  of  scarcity. 

Actually,  for  a  people  who  have  eaten  too  much,  spent  too  irrespon¬ 
sibly,  played  too  prodigally  and  generally  lived  too  loosely,  the  coming 
of  an  age  of  scarcity  may  even  be  secretly  longed-for  though  not  openly 
welcomed.  Such  a  time  can  conceivably  do  something  not  only  for  the 
body  of  America  but  also  for  its  soul. 

Unreal?  Foolish?  Not  if  we  really  believe  the  redemptive  word  our 
faith  speaks  to  us. 

The  word  the  church  has  to  speak  also  involves  stewardship,  com¬ 
passion,  sharing,  supporting  and  other  ways  of  saying  love.  As  we  have 
seen  so  often  in  these  days,  our  times  seem  to  be  tailor-made  for  the 
Christian  message.  Let  us  not  disappoint  the  times  nor  default  in  our 
opportunity.  ^ 


The  last  of  the  big-time  spenders.... 
or. ...Sole  satisfaction 

At  mv  age  it’s  pretty  late  in  life  to  be  experiencing  firsts  But  that’s 
what  happLed  to  me  this  past  week.  For  ^e  first  time  m  my 
Iv  bought  two  pairs  of  shoes  at  one  time.  Two  pair  —  at  one  time.  That  s 
somSng  which  in  my  childhood  I  never  envisioned,  even  in  my  wildest 
dreams  of  affluence.  It  was  enough  then  Just  to  have  the  thnll  of  one  new 

There  are  several  reasons  for  this  extravagance,  three  of  which  are, 
one  the  nice  lady  who  waited  on  me;  two,  my  wife;  and  three,  the  fact 
that  if  I  didn’t  quit  spending  time  looking  for  a  suitable  pair  of  shoes  we 
wouldn’t  be  putting  out  any  newspapers  here  for  awhile. 

When  I  finally  found  a  pair  that  rated  possible,  and  I  suggested  to 
my  wife  and  the  nice  lady  that  I’d  like  to  think  the  whole  thing  over  for 
awhile,  the  nice  lady  said  that  they  probably  wouldn’t  be  getting  any  more 
like  these  and  my  wife  told  me  that  I  liked  them  and  the  nice  lady  said 
that  besides  they  only  had  two  pair  of  this  kind  left,  so  I  told  them  that 
•  those  were  what  I  had  wanted  all  along  anyway  so  I  bought  them  right 

there  on  the  spot.  Cash  money.  ,  „  -  *  ^ 

But  what  I  had  really  wanted  all  along  were  Hush  Puppies.  And 
since  my  wife  can’t  take  my  pouting  for  over  three  weeks  at  a  time  she 
took  me  right  then  to  the  Hush  Puppy  store  and  let  me  buy  two  of  those 
kind  of  shoes.  She  encouraged  me  by  suggesting  that  I  would  probably 
save  money  doing  it  since  I  had  already  spent  about  $76  worth  of  time 
looking  for  shoe  anyway. 

Can  you  imagine?  Four  brand  new  shoes  all  at  one  time!  I’m  set  on 
footwear  now  for  about  the  next  four  years.  The  trouble  is,  though, 
nothing  else  I  have  to  wear  now  goes  with  my  shoes.  So  I  guess  I’ll  start 
with  tomorrow’s  lunch  hour  looking  for  a  sport  coat  and  a  pair  of  trousers. 
And  from  the  looks  of  things  on  that  scene  don’t  expect  too  much  to  come 
from  this  address  for  some  time  yet.  How  long,  O  Lord?  Or  maybe  that 
ought  to  be  O  Lord,  how  long! 

t 

Triple  epistle 

One  nice  thing  about  this  job  is  that  you  don’t  have  to  write  letters 
every  week  to  the  kids  in  college  or  to  the  grandparents  and  other  family 
members.  You  just  send  them  the  paper  and,  if  they’ll  read  it,  they  can 
keep  up  with  what’s  happening  on  the  home  front.  So  if  you’ll  pardon  me 
while  I  pass  on  a  personal  word  or  two  I’ll  be  back  in  just  a  moment. 

Steve,  Mom  forgot  to  send  the  $15  in  her  letter  today  but  we’ll  get 
it  in  the  mail  tomorrow.  Johnny,  you  forgot  to  take  your  blanket  back  to 
the  dorm  with  you,  so  either  borrow  one  from  Big  Sue  until  we  can  get 
one  up  to  you  or  come  down  and  get  one  from  home.  Mom  and  Dad: 
we’re  enjoying  the  bookshelves  and  chair.  They’re  really  a  great  help. 
Hope  your  hip  is  feeling  better.  Dad.  And  Mom,  don’t  let  Dad  cut  down 
that  dead  tree;  it’ll  fall  on  him  for  sure.  The  kids  can  help  pick  up  pecans 
the  next  time  we  come  up. 

There.  That  saved  me  three  letters. 

There  may  be  some  law  about  doing  this  kind  of  thing  but  no  one  has 
told  me  about  it.  Of  course,  I  haven’t  asked,  so  if  there  is  I’ll  at  least  be 
an  innocent  offender.  I  figure  as  long  as  I’m  paying  for  some  of  these 
subscriptions  I  at  least  ought  to  have  a  few  privileges. 

P.S.:  You  all  each  owe  me  a  letter  now. 
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“You  can’t  just  walk  away  from  the  Church.  Firstly, 
there’s  really  nowhere  else  to  go.  Secondly,  keep  in 
mind  that  the  Church  is  not  just  priests;  it  is  all  of 
you,”  Father  John  J.  Wetmore,  a  St.  Louis  parish 
priest,  told  a  recent  regional  seminar  on  the  role  of 
youth  in  the  church. 

Ray  Woods,  cootdinator  for  ymith  ministries 
of  the  Unh^  ft-esl)yferian  Church,  says,  “No 
matter  what  we  do,  if  the  tocai  congre^tioa 
does  not  provide  the  (q^wtunities  and  inter¬ 
est,  young  people  won’t  be  attracted  to  the 
church.”  “We’re  entering  an  era  where  young^ 
pe(^e  are  asking  the  church  to  be  authentic  Su 
whatever  it  is.  'niey  will  support  an  imperfect 
institution  if  it  has  good  go^.  The  real  k;nock- 
er  cwnes  when  they  see  that  we  profess  one 
thing  and  believe  another,”  Woods  said. 

Youth  and  institutional  religion  are  responding  to 
each  other,  and  interacting  in  a  variety  of  ways,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Darrell  Turner,  Religious  News  ^rvice 
Writer,  following  extensive  research  on  the  subject 
of  American  Youth  and  The  Institutional  Church. 
He  says:  “Activity  on  the  national  level  is  perhaps, 
the  most  visible,  but  what  happens  on  the  local  level 
may  be  the  most  important  in  the  long  run.” 

Christian  Broadcasting  Network,  which  owns 
three  television  stations  and  six  radio  stations 
in  the  U.S.,  is  negotiating  with  the  govemm^ 
of  Cyprus  for  permission  to  build  a  powerful 
radio  statkm  to  beam  Christian  programs  into 
the  Middle  East.  The  Rev.  M.  G.  Robertson, 
company  president,  smd  the  proposed  station 
would  have  broadc^  power  which  would  cover 
a  ra£os  of  about  1,500  miles,  and  would  air 
Christian  programs  in  Hebrew,  Arabic  and 
English. 

“Family  cohesiveness  must  be  re-established,”  said 
Roland  R.  Hegstad,  editor  of  the  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventist  church’s  Liberty  magazine.  “Parents  must 
show  their  children  that  they  care,  that  it  matter^ 
what  happens  to  them  and  what  they  do,  even  if 
that  caring  is  shown  in  discipline.”  The  denomina¬ 
tion  has  already  scheduled  some  250  “family  life 
workshops”  for  1974  as  part  of  a  program  to  im¬ 
prove  the  quality  of  home  life. 

East  German  authorities  have  rejected  a  visa 
application  by  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  bishop 
of  Hannover  in  order  to  participate  in  a  synod 
meeting  in  Dresden, West  German  radio  reported. 

No  reason  for  the  refusal  was  rq)orted.  How¬ 
ever,  at  the  same  time  it  was  announced  that 
the  retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Friedrich 
Wunderlich  of  Frankfurt  had  been  given  a  visa 
to  participate  in  centenary  celebrations  of  the 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church,  also  to  be  held 
in  Dresden. 

An  editorial  in  the  November  issue  of  A.D.  maga¬ 
zine  asserts  that  fundamentalist  preacher.  Dr,  Carl 
Meintire  has  the  “right  to  be  heard.”  The  magazine 
published  jointly  by  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
and  the  Presbyterian  Church,  commenting  on  a  re¬ 
cent  Federal  Communications  Commission  decision 
revoking  the  license  of  a  station  where  Meintire’s; 
broadcasts  originated  said:  “Freedom  of  expression 
is  so  precious  to  Americans  that  we  believe  this 
governmental  action  is  as  repulsive  as  the  efforts  to 
halt  the  publication  of  the  celebrated  Pentagon 
Papers.  More  than  Mr.  Meintire’s  slander  and  re¬ 
actionary  views,  we  fear  government  control  of  the 
media.” 


The  National  Council  of  Churches,  adling  on 
Churches  and  refiganis  groups  to  work  togeth^ 
in  developing  a  “fittmg  reUgjious  observance” 
of  the  U.S.  bionntennial  in  1976,  said  this  is 
important  “not  only  because  of  die  intrinsic 
tignificance  two  centuries  of  relipoiu  vital¬ 
ity,  liberty  and  harmony  within  diversity,  but 
because  cd  flie  of^iortunity  it  provides  for  ser¬ 
ious  moral  reflections  on  the  nation’s  accont* 
pliriunents  and  shortcomings,  with  a  view  to 
changes  and  ini{nOivements  needed  if  the  na¬ 
tion’s  third  century  is  to  be  worthy  of  its 
cherished  hopes  and  ideals.” 

Chile’s  military  regime  is  expected  to  expel  about 
500  Roman  Catholic  priests  —  about  40  per  cent 
of  the  clergy  in  that  country  —  according  to  the 
director  of  the  Latin  American  Office  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Catholic  Conference.  Several  have  already  been 
ousted  by  thu  military  regime  which  recently  over¬ 
threw  the  Marxist  elected  government  of  the  late 
President  Salvador  Allende, 

Seventh-day  Adventists  have  decided  to  post¬ 
pone  action  on  the  ordination  of  women  until 
the  Church’s  1974  Council  meeting.  “There  is 
no  statement  in  the  Bible  or  in  the  teachings 
of  the  church  that  says  we  should  go  out  and 
find  women  who  are  qualified  and  ordain  them 
as  ministers,”  said  Neal  C.  Wilson,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  council.  “Neither  is  there  any  state¬ 
ment  that  says  we  should  not,”  he  added. 

Age  integration  is  as  important  as  racial  integration. 
Dr.  Robert  Marshall,  president  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  told  300  delegates  to  LCA’s 
Convo  on  Aging.  Age  integration  is  essential  not 
just  in  worship  but  in  social  gatherings  hosted  by 
the  church,  the  LCA  president  said.  And  not  just 
for  members  but  for  non-members,  he  added. 


There  has  been  a  “slow  deterioration”  of  worid 
fu-ess  freedom  in  the  past  year.  Dr.  Ernest 
Meyer,  Zurich-based  director  of  the  Internation¬ 
al  Press  Institute  (IPI)  told  the  Central  Come 
mittee  of  the  World  Assn,  for  Christian  Com¬ 
munication  in  West  Berlin.  One  problem  in 
determining  the  amount  of  press  freedenn  in 
each  country.  Dr.  Meyer  indicated,  is  the  lack 
of  a  single  standard  (d  press  freed^  or  of  an 
agreement  on  what  constitutes  press  restric¬ 
tions. 

“Women’s  presence”  in  the  Christian  ministry 
formed  a  significant  part  of  discussions  as  60  semin¬ 
ary  administrators  and  faculty  persons  met  for  the 
Midwest  Assn,  of  Theological  &hools’  (MATS)  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  Chicago.  Under  the  theme  of  “A 
Theology  of  Ministries,”  the  meeting’s  agenda  in¬ 
cluded  a  workshop  on  women  in  the  ministry. 

The  Board  of  World  Missions  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  U.  S.  (Southern)  held  its  final 
meeting  in  Nashville,  as  it  closed  out  84  years 
in  the  Tennessee  capitaL  With  the  formal 
“phase-out”  on  Oct.  31,  the  i^ency’s  portfolio 
in  overseas  ministries  was  shifted  to  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  new  General  Executive  Board  in 
Atlanta.  The  Churches  Bd.  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  held  its  last  meeting  in  Richmond,  Va.  It 
will  meige  with  the  Genend  Executive  Bd.  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Gov.  Reubin  D.  Askew  of  Florida,  chairman  oi 
the  Governor’s  Committee  for  National  Bible  Week, 
has  called  on  governors  of  the  50  states  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  33rd  annual  observance  of  the  special 
week  (Nov.  18-25).  An  elder  in  the  First  Presbyter¬ 
ian  church  of  Pensacola,  Gov.  Askew  said:  “One  of 
the  greatest  challenges  in  America  today  is  to  renew 
a  spiritual  vision  and  vitality  among  our  people,” 
adding  that  “a  renewal  of  America’s  spiritual  vision 
and  vitality  depends  to  a  large  extent  on  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Bible.” 

The  Ecclcsiastica]  Insurance  Office  Ltd.  of 
London  which  insures  more  than  $50  millimi 
worth  of  church  property,  has  alerted  cathe¬ 
dral  officials  and  country  clergy  that  a  gang  of 
thieves  known  to  specialize  in  religious  treas¬ 
ures  is  on  the  rampage.  Serious  losses  of  silver 
and  paintings,  especi^y  in  rural  churches,  have 
occurred. 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The  chief  of  chaplains  of  the  three  main  branches  of  the 
armed  forces  are  awarded  the  1973  Upper  Room  citations  “honoring  all  military 
and  civilian  chaplains.”  Dr.  Wilson  0.  Weldon  (left),  editor  of  The  Upper 
Room,  presents  the  framed  awards  to,  from  second  left:  Chaplain  (Maj.  Gen.) 
Roy  M.  Terry,  chief  of  Air  Force  chaplains;  Chaplain  (Maj.  Gen.)  Gerhardt  W. 
Hyatt,  Army  chief  of  chaplains;  and  the  Navy’s  chief  of  chaplains.  Rear 
Admiral  Francis  L.  Garrett.  Gen.  Terry  and  Adm.  Garrett  are  United  Methodist 
clergymen  while  Gen.  Hyatt  is  a  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  Clergyman. 
The  Upper  Room,  a  daily  devotional  giude  published  six  times  a  year,  has  been 
giving  its  annual  award  for  25  years.  Generally  given  to  individuals  for  their 
contributions  to  the  cause  of  world  Christianity,  this  year  it  was  given  to  a 
large  group  -  chaplains.  (RNS  Photo) 
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New  Orleans  District  women 


organize  with  capacity  crowd 


The  New  Orleans  District  of  United 
Methodist  Women  held  its  Service  of 
Celebration  and  officially  organized 
Sunday,  Oct.  21.  The  meeting  was 
hosted  by  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  The  District 
comprises  49  churches  with  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  over  2,000  women. 

Officers  elected  are:  Mrs.  Truman 
L.  Ward,  president;  Mrs.  George  W. 
Carter,  vice  president;  Mrs.  Doris  B. 
Bell,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Palaz¬ 
zo,  treasurer.  Mission  Coordinators 
elected  are:  Mrs.  Glenn  W.  Leslie, 
Christian  Personhood;  Mrs.  Robert 
Eggerton,  Supportive  Community;  Mrs, 
George  Duerson,  Christian  Social  In¬ 
volvement;  Mrs.  Maude  P.  Harris, 
Christian  Global  Concerns;  Mrs.  Don¬ 
ald  Aswell,  secretary.  Program  Re¬ 
sources;  Mrs.  Abner  C.  Menge,  chair¬ 
person,  Committee  on  Nominations; 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Patrick,  chairperson, 
Committee  on  Membership;  associate 
treasurer.  Miss  Annie  Lincoln. 

Sub-District  Chairpersons  are  Mrs. 
Benjamin  F.  Frederick,  Mrs.  Fletcher 
Dixon,  Mrs.  Owinda  W.  Taplette  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Jakway.  Mrs.  Wayne  W. 
Harrington  of  Dixon,  Ill.  former 
President  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
presided  during  the  election. 

Miss  Theressa  Hoover  of  New  York 
City,  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  installed  the  new 
officers,  mission  co-ordinators  sub-dis¬ 
trict  chairpersons  and  committee  chair¬ 
persons. 

The  business  session  was  jointly 
presided  over  by  Mrs.  Truman  L. 
Ward,  W.S.C.S.  district  president  and 
Mrs.  Owinda  W.  Taplette,  district 
Guild  chairperson. 


The  sanctuary  was  filled  to  capacity 
with  delegates,  visitors  and  pastors. 
Banners  were  on  display  carrying  out 
the  theme  of  the  meeting  “Rejoice! 
Called  for  Now.’’  Congratulatory  mes¬ 
sages  were  read  from  the  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
New  Orleans,  the  President  of  Dillard 
University  and  the  Conference  Presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Robert  Compton.  Keys  to 
the  city  were  presented  to  the  distin¬ 
guished  platform  guests.  Pralines  were 
given  to  the  out-of-town  visitors. 
Members  of  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  and  our  Bishop’s  wife,  Mrs. 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  were  present. 

Life  membership  pins  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  following  WSCS  retiring 
officers:  Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward,  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Althea  L.  Butler,  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell,  secretary  and 
Mrs.  Edward  McDevitt,  treasurer.  Al¬ 
so,  pins  were  given  to  Mrs.  Owinda 
W.  Taplette,  District  Guild  chairper¬ 
son  and  Mrs.  June  Smith,  District 
Guild  secretary.  “Gifts  to  Mission’’ 
certificates  were  given  to  the  program 
area,  sub-district  and  committee  chair¬ 
persons  of  the  WSCS  and  WSG. 

Mrs.  C.  Clifford  Cummings  of 
Dixon,  Ill.,  president  of  the  Women’s 
Division,  gave  the  keynote  address. 

Rev.  George  W.  Ross,  minister  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  and 
New  Orleans  District  Superintendent, 
Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  also  par¬ 
ticipated  during  the  Celebration. 

Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell 
District  Secretary 
The  United  Methodist  Women 
9415  Oleander  Street 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70118 
t 


Members  of  First  Church,  Alexandria,  at  one  of  a  series  of  "Getting 
Better  Acquainted”  parties.  (Left  to  right)  Mrs.  W.  K.  Walker,  presides 
over  coffee  service;  the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  pastor;  Mrs.  Donald 
M.  Garrett,  Mr.  Garrett,  Mrs.  Williamson,  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Carruth,  Jr.,  who 
with  her  husband  hosted  the  event.  The  coffee  parties,  held  on  Monday 
and  Wednesday  evenings  from  7  to  9  p.m.  are  planned  according  to  geo¬ 
graphic  location.  (Town  Talk  Staff  Photo,  submitted  by  Ethel  Holloman) 
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NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT  HOLDS 
OPEN  FORUM  ON  CAMPING 

An  open  forum  on  camping  for  the 
New  Orleans  District  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  Nov.  26  at  the  Napoleon 
Avenue  church  at  7:30  p.m.  Mrs. 
Mariann  R.  Burns,  director  of  camp¬ 
ing  for  the  District,  states  that  “Be¬ 
cause  of  an  outstanding  camping  year 


last  year  in  the  New  Orleans  District, 
with  the  largest  participation  in  many 
years,  we  are  striving  for  an  even  bet¬ 
ter  year  in  1974.  We  are  confident 
that  an  open  forum  with  both  camp¬ 
ers  and  counselors  contributing  will 
help  us  in  making  plans  for  camping 
in  the  District  in  1974.” 

Access  to  the  meeting  room  will  be 
through  the  side  door  of  the  church. 


Lake  Charles  District  officers  of  United  Methodist  Women  at 

Oct.  13  Service  of  Celebration  held  at  Henning  Memorial  Church.  (Lett  to 
right)  Mrs.  Leo  Hoffpauir  of  Lake  Charles,  president;  Mrs.  Eskel  Tatum 
of  Jennings,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Velma  Thomas,  secretary,  and  Mrs. 
Normand  Terry  of  DeRidder,  treasurer. 


Lake  Charles  District  women 


hold  Service  of  Celebration 


The  women  of  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  held  their  Celebration  Service  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  Oct.  13.  Closing 
business  of  the  joint  meeting  —  WSCS 
and  WSG  —  was  conducted  with  the 
meditation  given  by  Mrs.  Velma  Thom¬ 
as,  District  Guild  chairman.  Mrs.  Julia 
Paxton  led  in  a  short  service  honoring 
the  retiring  officers.  A  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  was  led  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Cooke. 
Miss  Kathryn  Bower  presented  the  dis¬ 
trict  by-laws  and  standing  rules.  The 
newly  elected  leaders  were  installed  by 
Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  conference 
president. 

Newly  elected  leaders  for  the  Lake 
Charles  District  United  Methodist 
Women  are: 

President,  Mrs.  Leo  Hoffpauir;  Vice- 
President,  Mrs.  Eskel  Tatum;  Secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  Velma  Thomas;  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Normand  Terry;  Chairperson, 
Committee  on  Nominations,  Mrs. 
Geneva  Bell. 

Mission  Coordinators:  Christian 
Personhood,  Mrs.  Earlena  Crammer; 
Supportive  Community,  Mrs.  James 
Nelson;  Christian  Social  Involvement, 
Mrs.  Doris  Lockwood;  Christian  Glob¬ 
al  Concerns,  Mrs.  Marjorie  Jacks; 
Secretary  of  Program  Resources,  Mrs. 
Ora  Tolbert;  Sub-District  leaders:  1. 


Mrs.  James  F.  Walker,  2.  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Turner. 

The  Service  of  Celebration  was  led 
by  Mrs.  Eskel  Tatum,  district  vice- 
president,  who  compiled  the  service. 
She  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Moses  Jack- 
son  in  reading  the  scriptures.  The  cele¬ 
bration  began  with  a  parade  of  ban¬ 
ners  followed  by  some  special  music 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Joe  Rice. 
The  celebration  continued  with  some 
interpretive  dancing  by  young  people 
of  University  United  Methodist  Church 
under  the  direction  of  Marge  Land- 
shoff.  The  district  pledge  service,  with 
Mrs.  Normand  Terry  leading  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  celebration.  The  cele¬ 
bration  service  closed  with  those  at¬ 
tending  pledging  themselves  in  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  new  organization. 

The  meeting  concluded  with  a  fel¬ 
lowship  supper  furnished  by  the  ladies 
of  Henning  Memorial,  Westlake,  Vin¬ 
ton  units  of  United  Methodist  Women. 
Also  the  Maplewood  unit,  and  Wesley 
in  Sulphur. 

The  meeting  was  held  at  the  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church.  Mrs.  Horace  C.  Vincent,  Jr. 
is  president  of  the  local  unit  there. 

— Mrs.  Leo  Hoffpauir 
District  President 


Mrs.  Wiley  B.  Gardner  (left)  of  Mooringsport,  retiring  WSCS  presi¬ 
dent  for  Shreveport  District  and  Mrs.  Jack  E.  Carlisle  (right)  of 
Shreveport  WSG  president,  unveil  the  emblem  during  the  Oct.  14 
Service  of  Celebration  of  United  Methodist  Women  held  at  St. 
Luke  s  United  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  G.  E.  Huffman  of  the  host 
church  is  president  of  the  new  district  organization. 
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Homecoming  Sunday  for  Pearl  River  United 
Methodist  Church,  Hammond  District,  was 
Oct.  21.  Shown  in  picture  above  are  (left  to 
right):  the  Rev.  Ken  Jacocks,  former  pastor 
and  guest  preacher; the  Rev.  Lewis  Ovenshire, 
present  pastor;  James  Yarborough,  chairman 
of  the  Administrative  Board;  and  Mrs.  Betty 
Reeves,  chairman  of  Homecoming  Sunday. 
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DR.  LEO  ALLBRITTEN,  dean  of 
the  Graduate  School  at  North¬ 
western  University,  Natchitoches, 
was  guest  speaker  in  Louisiana 
Memorial  Church  at  Opelousas  on 
Oct.  28.  Special  music  was  by  the 
men’s  choir.  Catherine  Burleigh, 
Mrs.  David  Lafleur  and  Gordon 
Bordelon  participated  in  the  serv¬ 
ice.  Earl  Taylor  is  lay  leader  and 
Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is  pastor. 

SIXTY-ONE  TEENAGERS  of 
Aurora  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  attended  a  retreat 
at  Waveland,  Miss.,  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  Oct.  13  and  14.  Jay 
Coder,  minister  of  youth,  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  Carol  Bingham,  the  Jack 
Criswells  and  the  Royce  Dunns. 

C. L. HARMON,  JR.,  Church  Point 
United  Methodist  Church  lay  lead¬ 
er,  arranged  the  Laity  Day  services 
for  his  own  church.  Tyler  Pirtle 
of  Shreveport  was  guest  speaker. 

ST.  BERNARD  CHURCH,  New 
Orleans,  will  hold  the  annual  re¬ 
vival  from  Nov.  11-15  with  the 
Rev.  Andy  Foreman,  conference 
evangelist,  bringing  the  messages. 
The  Rev.  James  0.  Evans  is 
pastor. 

DR.  BENJAMIN  E.  MAYS,  Presi¬ 
dent  Emeritus  of  Morehouse  Col¬ 
lege,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  will  be  the 
Founders’  Day  speaker  at  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  on  Nov.  18.  Dr.  Mays,  a 
holder  of  thirty-two  honorary  de¬ 
grees,  is  presently  head  of  the 
Atlanta  School  Board,  and  holds 
the  doctor  of  philosophy  degree 
from  the  University  of  Chicago 
along  with  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
Key.  The  Rev.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr., 
is  the  Wesley  minister. 

BETHEL  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  near  Logansport  held  a 
five-day  lay  revival  beginning  on 
Laity  Sunday.  Guest  speakers 
were  Ed  Roper  of  Shelbyville, 
Tex.,  Dudley  Kemper,  Johnny  Sly 
and  Bill  Lowery,  all  of  Mansfield; 
and  Doug  McKenzie  of  Homer.  The 
Rev.  L.  G.  Wilson,  pastor,  directed 
the  choir  with  Mrs.  Douglas  Guil- 
lotte  at  the  piano. 

ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 

The  item  concerning  the  late  Rev. 

D.  B.  Boddie  should  have  included 
the  name  of  a  sister,  Mrs.  J.  i  M. 
(Ella)  Walker  of  Jena  in.  the  list  of 
survivors.  We  regret  that  we  did  not 
have  this  information  when  we  went 
to  press  last  week. 

CLERGYMAN  DAN  STEERE 

AUTHORS  “I  AM  —  I  CAN” 

Recently  there  has  come  off  the 
press  the  book  entitled  1  AM  —  I 
CAN,  whose  author  is  Dan  Steere,  a 
product  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
now  serving  a  pastorate  in  the  state  of 
Texas.  Mr.  Steere’s  literary  gifts  are 
evident  in  the  book,  and  Louisiana 
people  are  proud  of  him.  We  commend 
the  book  to  you  very  highly. 
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THE  SENIOR  HIGH  UMYF  of  First 
Church,  DeRidder,  gave  a  Hal¬ 
loween  party  for  the  children  of 
the  church  on  Oct.  28.  Prizes 
were  given  for  the  best  costumes. 
About  50  children  and  youth  par¬ 
ticipated.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hank 
Hankins  are  the  youth  counselors 
and  the  Rev.  Odell  Simmons  is 
their  pastor. 

GRETNA  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  has  adopted  a  budget  of 
$74,039  for  1974  which  includes 
$27,000  for  the  buildiiig  fund.  The 
drive  to  meet  the  new  budget,  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  church, 
is  under  the  direction  of  R.  N. 
Sides.  Under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck, 
pastor,  the  church  has  added  96 
new  members  since  Jan.  1,  and 
average  Church  school  attendance 
now  exceeds  the  200  mark. 

THE  REV.  ROBERT  S.  TAYLOR 
of  Alexandria,  Laity  Day  speaker 
at  St.  Mark’s  Church  in  Alexandria, 
spoke  on  the  theme:  Called  To¬ 
gether.  Lay  persons  who  have 
given  outstanding  service  at  St. 
Mark’s  Church  were  given  special 
recognition.  Among  them  were 
Mrs.  Lou  Ethel  Johnson,  financial 
secretary,  Mrs.  Virginia  Jordan, 
Work  Area  chairman  on  Worship; 
Mrs.  Daisy  Larry  presented  a  Bible 
to  Lay  Leader  Andy  Bowie,  Jr. 
The  Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Perry  is 
pastor. 

DR.  MONK  BRYAN,  senior  minister 
at  the  Missouri  United  Methodist 
Church,  Columbia,  Mo.,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  war  guest  speaker  in 
First  Church  of  Lake  Charles, 
Oct.  28.  Speaking  at  the  evening 
service  was  Miss  Carolyn  Pullen, 
graduate  ofScarritt  College,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,and  Biblical  scholar. 
Dr.  George  Pearce  was  host  pastor. 

THE  NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
Youth  Rally  will  be  held  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  Saturday,  Nov.  10, 
at  7:30  p.m.  The  I?ev.  George 
Ross  will  be  host  pastor. 


THE  YOUTH  CHOIR  of  Southside 
Church  in  Monroe  led  a  Youth 
Night  Service  on  Sunday,  Oct.  28. 
The  choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Linda  Foster  and  Joe  Solo¬ 
mon,  presented  the  “Sermon  in 
Songs,”  which  combined  music 
and  witnessing.  Mrs.  Dean  Boozer 
is  youth  worker  at  Southside. 

THREE  BOYS  received  Eagle 
Scout  Awards  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  DeRidder,  on  Oct. 
28.  They  are  Michael  Simpson, 
Finley  Jones  and  Charles  Lane. 
David  Burton  and  Mid  Cole  were 
in  charge  of  the  ceremony.  John 
P.  McMillian  is  their  scoutmaster; 
the  Rev.  Odell  Simmons  is  their 
pastor. 

WHILE  THE  REV.  AND  MRS. 
William  M.  Finnin  were  visiting 
their  daughter  and  son-in-law  in 
Rhode  Island,  First  Church  in 
Gueydan  had  two  guest  speakers. 
On  Oct.  14  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
Lake  Charles  District  superin¬ 
tendent,  spoke  at  the  morning 
service.  The  Rev.  William  M. 
Finnin,  Jr.,  Director  of  United 
Campus  Ministries  at  LSU  in  Baton 
Rouge,  brought  the  message  on 
Oct.  21. 

THE  REV.  JERRY  FULLER, 
Methodist  campus  minister  at 
LSUNO,  will  be  the  speaker  for 
the  Nov.  8  series  on  “Ecumenical 
Information”  being  sponsored  by 
the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Churphes.  His  subject  will 
be  “Celebration.”  Other  talks 
were  on  the  subjects  of  “Is  the 
Church  Modern?”  by  the  Rev.  Bob 
Tucker,  Bethel  AMF  Church,  and 
“New  Quest  for  God  in  a  Secular 
City”  by  the  Rev.  James  Looney, 
Gentilly  Christian  Church.  The 
talks  are  presented  in  the  religious 
education  room  of  St.  Raphael’s 
School. 

MRS.  KAY  WILLIAMS,  director  of 
the  Early  Learning  Center  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
Family  Fellowship  hour  in  that 
church,  Oct.  28. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Reading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Nov.  11 — Sunday  -Luke  20:19-26 

Nov.  12 . Matt.  9:10-15 

Nov.  13 . Matt.  21:23-32 

Nov.  14 . Matt.  21:33-46 

Nov.  15 . Matt.  15:1-20 

Nov.  16 . John  8:37-59 

Nov.  17 . Luke  22:66-71 

Nov.  18 — Sunday  Deut.  5:1-10 

Matt.  7:7-14 


DR.  B.  A.  GALLOWAY,  pastor  of 
Noel  Memorial  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  conducted  a  preaching  mis¬ 
sion  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Commerce,  Tex.,  the 
week  of  Oct.  28. 

GUEST  SPEAKER  in  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  Oct.  28,  was  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  B.  McIntosh,  who  served 
as  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
to  Hong  Kong  from  1961-71.  He  is 
presently  serving  as  field  repre¬ 
sentative  for  the  Advance,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  and  teaching 
conversational  Chinese  at  SMU, 
while  completing  graduate  studies. 
The  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  is  the  St. 
Paul  pastor. 

TWO  YOUTH  CHOIRS  of  Denham 
Springs  United  Methodist  Church 
presented  a  special  service  of 
song  and  testimony  in  the  Las- 
seigne  Memorial  Church  at  La- 
Place,  Sunday  night,  Nov.  4.  The 
Rev.  James  L.  Adams  was  host 
pastor. 

THE  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 
Workshop  for  church  school  work¬ 
ers  in  Alexandria  District  was 
held  in  First  Church,  Pineville, 
Sunday  afternoon,  Oct.  28,  with 
the  following  leaders:  Mrs.  Nedra 
Webb,  children’s  group;  the  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  youth;  and  the  Rev. 
Ray  Branton,  adults.  Host  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway. 

THE  REV.  JUANITA  B.  WRIGHT, 
associate  literature  editor.  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  was  the 
pulpit  guest  in  Napoleon  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  Oct.  28.  Host  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade. 

THE  HAYNESVILLE  CHURCH 
observed  Laity  Day  on  Oct.  28. 
Guest  lay  speaker  at  the  morning 
service  was  Robert  Kemmerly, 
M.D.,  chairman  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  in  First  Church,  Minden. 
The  Rev.  Steve  Spurlock,  pastor 
of  the  Athens  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  guest  preacher  at  the 
evening  service.  Wilber  Lewis 
and  Bruce  Barge  were  in  charge 
of  the  programs. 

P.K.  (Preacher’s  Kids)  KORNER 

VIRGINIA  REBECCA  DEEN  and 
Thomas  Jerry  Thibodeaux  were 
married  Oct.  13  in  the  Church 
Point  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Rev.  D.  R.  Deen,  father  of 
the  bride,  officiated  at  the  cere¬ 
mony. 
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Louisiana’s  United  Methodist  Women 


DeRIDDER  WOMEN 
ORGANIZE  LINKS 

United  Methodist  Women  of  De- 
Ridder,  Mrs.  Rose  McCullough,  presi¬ 
dent,  have  organized  interest  groups 
and  named  them  “links.”  Links,  their 
interests  and  projects,  are  as  follows: 

Susanna  Wesley  Link  meets  the  sec¬ 
ond  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  9:30 
a.m.  The  study  group  is  planning  a 
puppet  theatre  as  a  service  project. 
The  link  also  gives  active  support  to 
the  Day  Care  Center. 

Meetings  of  the  Mary-Martha  Link 
are  on  the  first  Tuesdays  at  9:30  a.m. 
The  approximately  35  members  have 
taken  as  their  projects  the  support  of 
Dulac  Community  Center  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  religious  magazines  to  doc¬ 
tor’s  offices. 

Second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  are 
the  meeting  dates  for  Creative  Chris¬ 
tians.  This  link  is  made  up  of  ladies 
who  are  interested  in  handcrafts.  They 
are  working  on  items  for  a  Christmas 
Boutique,  proceeds  from  which  will  be 
directed  to  the  Dulac  Community  Cen¬ 
ter.  On  the  agenda  is  the  making  of 
layettes  and  tying  quilts. 

The  Sharing  Group  meets  each  Mon¬ 
day  at  9  a.m.  for  fellowship,  study  of 
religious  writings,  prayer  and  discus¬ 
sion.  Two  other  Prayer  Links  meet  on 
the  third  Tuesdays  in  the  church,  and 
fourth  Tuesdays  in  homes. 

Two  night  links  are  the  Maye 
Youngblood  and  Rosemary  Cady 
Links.  Support  for  the  choirs,  the 
church  bus  fund,  mission  projects, 
study  courses,  Christian  witnessing, 
and  service  are  among  their  projects, 
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INGLESIDE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Women  had  two  speakers  at  their 
Oct.  23  meeting.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Eaton 
is  Baton  Rouge  District  chairman 
of  Social  Concerns,  and  Mrs. 
Elaine  Levy  is  Red  Cross  Volun¬ 
teer  chairman.  Members  brought 
gifts  for  occupants  of  nursing 
homes. 


Miss  Sundra  Edwards,  a  leading 
laywoman  of  India,  was  one  of 
seven  persons  from  overseas 
invited  to  attend  the  recent  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Assembly  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  On  Sunday 
morning,  Oct.  28,  she  was  guest 
Speaker  for  the  worship  service 
at  Simpson  Church  in  Lake 
Charles.  Miss  Edwards  was  the 
houseguest  of  Miss  Dee  Cline, 
a  member  of  Simpson  Church. 
The  Rev.  J.  C.  Sk  inner  is  pastor. 


Installed  as  officers  for  United  Methodist 
Women  during  Oct.  28  morning  worship  at 
Farmerville  by  Pastor  Leon  Scott  were 
(from  left)  Mrs.  John  Austin,  president; 
Mrs.  Miller  Booth,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Richard  Neely,  chairperson.  Committee  on 
Nomination;  Mrs.  Donald  Pace,  secretary, 
and  Mrs.  Cecil  Read,  treasurer.  Twenty- 
eight  women  were  present  for  the  Service 
of  Celebration  that  afternoon  to  sign  as 
charter  members  of  the  new  organization. 


The  above  scene  of  United  Methodist  Women  at 
First  Church,  Logansport,  celebrating  the  union 
of  the  former  Women's  Society  of  Christian 
Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  typifies 
similar  services  of  celebration  which  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  churches  all  over  the  conference.  AT 
LEFT:  Mrs.  L.  Gray  Wilson,  who  has  served  as 
coordinator  between  the  WSCS  and  WSG  organiza¬ 
tions  installs  the  newly  elected  officers  of 
Logansport’s  United  Methodist  Women.  They 
are:  Mrs.  Ronald  McBride,  president;  Mrs.  Alma 
Dodd,  vice-president;  Mrs.  G.  H.  McCasland, 
secretary-treasurer. 

f  . 


AT  RIGHT:  Newly  installed  officers  for 
United  Methodist  Women  of  First  Church 
at  Welsh.  (Front  row,  left  to  right)  Mrs. 
Ralph  Welty,  Mrs.  Irvin  Hayes,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Alvin  P.  Scott,  Mrs.  Edna  Hayes,  Mrs. 
Irvin  Hayes,  Sr.;  (Back,  left  to  right) 
Mrs.  Frank  Harriss,  Mrs.  Sara  Lee  Hicks, 
Mrs.  Frank  Bryan,  Mrs.  Nick  Carter,  Mrs. 
Vinnie  Ramey  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  McCown. 
The  Rev.  Ira  M.  Robinson  is  minister  at 
Welsh. 


1974  PRAYER  CALENDAR 
TO  HAVE  NEW  FORMAT 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  With  both 
familiar  and  new  features,  the  1974 
Prayer  Calendar  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
scheduled  to  come  off  the  press  in  No¬ 
vember,  says  the  editor,  Nancy  E.  Sar- 
tin,  of  the  Board’s  editorial  staff  here. 

Among  familiar  features  are  the  list¬ 
ing  of  missionaries  and  deaconesses  on 
their  birthdays  with  the  field  of  ser¬ 
vice  given;  a  directory  with  names  and 
addresses  of  mission  workers.  Board 
members  and  staff,  and  names  and  ad¬ 


dresses  of  retired  workers;  prayers; 
quotes;  vignettes  of  mission;  messages 
from  workers,  and  Scripture  passages. 

The  1974  Prayer  Calendar  has  a 
new  size  and  format  with  listings  of 
projects  and  areas  of  work  intended 
to  help  guide  users  in  daily  prayer. 
The  editor  says  that  through  the 
Prayer  Calend^  users  can  “join  in  a 
circle  of  prayer  for  the  work  and  work¬ 
ers  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.” 

The  resource  is  available  at  $1.50 
per  copy  from:  Service  Center,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  7820  Reading 
Road,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45237. 
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First  Church,  Monroe,  received  a 
reminder  of  its  heritage  in  the 
form  of  a  picture  of  John  Wesley  — 
a  gift  from  its  two  units  of 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  —  before 
they  united  with  the  WSCS  to 
become  United  Methodist  Women. 
Making  the  presentation  were 
Mrs.  H.  Austin  Miller  of  Unit  I  and 
Mrs.  E.  L.  St.  John  of  the  Eliza¬ 
beth  Langford  Unit. 
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LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  18: 
"The  Strong  and  the  Weak" 


ORIENTATION:  We  are  in  the  first  quarter  (Sept.- 
Oct.-Nov.)  of  the  1973-74  church  school  year. 
The  theme  for  this  quarter  is  THE  GOSPEL 
ACCORDING  TO  PAUL.  We  are  in  Unit  #3 
(Nov.  4-25)  of  the  quarter.  The  unk  subject  is 
THE  LIFE  OF  RECONCILIATION.  (Sub¬ 
jects  of  the  previous  units  were  MINISTRY  (rf 
Reconciliation  and  The  MESSAGE  of  Recon¬ 
ciliation).  Our  less<m  for  Nov.  18  is  the  third 
in  this  unk  of  four  lessons  and  is  entitled  The 
Strong  and  the  Weak. 

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  Romans  14;  1  Cor. 
inthians  8:1  through  11:1. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  We  who  are  strong  ought 
to  bear  with  the  fmlings  of  the  weak,  and  not 
to  please  ourselves.  — -  Romans  15:1 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LE^ON:  To  look  at  the  mean- 
ii^  of  Christian  freedom  and  responsibilky;  to 
see  its  uses  and  abuses;  to  examine  the  power 
and  re^onsibility  of  Christian  exanqile;  to  dis¬ 
cover  principles  which  can  guide  us  in  making 
moral  choices;  and  to  see  what  mutual  respon¬ 
sibilities  are  laid  upon  us  by  life  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community. 

4:  *  4= 


THE  USES  AND  ABUSES  OF  FREEDOM 

While  the  title  of  our  lesson  is  The  Strong  and 
the  Weak,  it  might  well  be  sub-titled  The  Uses  and 
Abuses  of  Christian  Freedom,  For  our  subject  is 
freedom  and  the  questions  posed  are  how  free  is 
freedom?,  what  responsibilities  does  freedom  impose 
upon  us?,  and  what  claims  does  my  brother’s  weak¬ 
ness  lay  upon  me  as  a  Christian? 

It  will  be  helpful  if  we  begin  our  lesson  with  a 
word  of  orientation.  We  are  talking  about  The  Life 
of  Reconciliation  (the  title  of  our  unit).  Our  focus 
of  attention  today  is  on  the  fact  that  life  in  the 
Christian  community  greets  us  with  the  blessing  and 
challenge  of  association  with  persons  of  many  varied 
beliefs  and  stages  of  growth  in  the  Christian  faith. 
Life  in  the  Christian  community  is  marked  by  di¬ 
versity,  though  a  diversity  unified  in  its  mission  and 
message  and  by  allegiance  to  one  master.  One  ele¬ 
ment  of  this  diversity  is  the  difference  in  “maturity 
in  faith”  among  members  of  the  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship.  How  are  Christians  to  respond  to  such  a  diver¬ 
sity? 

While  our  scripture  concerns  a  practice  related 
to  the  past  — ■  the  eating  of  meat  sacrificed  to  idols 
—  it  reveals  some  abiding  principles  which  relate 
to  many  contemporary  concerns.  Review  today’s 
scripture  and  see  if  you  are  not  impressed  with  the 
timeliness  and  authenticity  of  the  principles  re¬ 
vealed.  It  will  be  helpful  if  you  try  to  restate  those 
principles  in  your  own  language. 

HOW  FREE  IS  FREEDOM? 

In  Paul’s  “gospel”  we  have  discovered  that  man 
has  been  freed  from  a  slavish  observance  of  the  law 
in  order  to  win  his  acceptance  with  God.  This  ac¬ 
ceptance  is  God’s  free  gift  to  believing  man.  By 
grace  are  we  saved  through  faith.  But  does  our  free¬ 
dom  mean  that  we  are  licensed  to  do  as  we  please? 
How  free  is  this  new  freedom? 

The  framework  for  discussing  this  great  theme 
is  the  practice  of  eating  meat  sacrificed  to  an  idol, 
a  practice  which  the  completely  free  man  might 
have  no  qualms  over  but  which  would  be  abhorrent 
to  a  more  conservative  and  less  mature-in-the-faith 
person.  It  is  in  Paul’s  treatment  of  this  practice  that 


we  discover  the  basic  and  abiding  principles  upon 
which  we  can  rely  in  making  moral  choices  today. 

Paul  is  saying  that  for  the  Christian  man,  free¬ 
dom  is  limited  by  the  weaknesses  or  differing  view¬ 
points  of  our  fellow  man.  The  author  of  our  lesson 
quarterly  presents,  on  page  82,  an  interesting  sit¬ 
uation  whieh  demonstrates  how  the  issue  at  hand 
can  present  real  dilemmas  to  the  “free”  man.  The 
situation  there  presented  raises  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  to  serve  alcoholic  beverages  at  a 
holiday  office  party.  I  suggest  that  your  class  read 
this  page  near  the  beginning  of  today’s  session  and 
return  to  it  near  the  close  of  your  study  and  share 
your  responses  or  answers  to  the  dilemma  it  pre¬ 
sents.  How  would  you  settle  the  situation? 

Our  treatment  of  today’s  lesson  will  follow  the 
pattern  we  have  used  previously  in  this  unit,  that  of 
looking  at  highlights  of  the  scriptural  passages.  All 
quotations,  unless  otherwise  identified,  are  from  The 
New  Testament  in  Modern  English  by  J.  B.  Phillips. 

WELCOME  THE  DIFFERENT 

Welcome  a  man  whose  faith  is  weak,  but  not 
with  the  idea  of  arguing  over  his  scruples.  One 
man  believes  that  he  may  eat  anything;  another 
man,  without  this  strong  conviction,  is  a  vege¬ 
tarian.  The  meat  eater  should  not  despise  5ie 
vegetarian,  nor  should  the  vegetarian  condemn 
the  meat  eater  —  they  should  reflect  that  God 
has  accepted  them  both. — Romans  14:1-3 

We  are  again  greeted  by  the  fact  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship  is  a  diverse  fellowship,  a  gathering 
of  the  different.  How  are  we  to  respond  to  such  a 
blessing  and  challenge?  A  look  at  the  background 
of  the  scriptural  situation  will  better  prepare  us  to 
discuss  this  question. 

The  Christians  in  Rome  were  largely  converted 
Jews,  and  as  Jews  they  were  very  strict  in  customs 
regarding  food,  particularly  about  eating  meat.  Wil¬ 
liam  Barclay  tells  us  that  “every  butcher  in  Rome 
sold  meat  that  had  come  from  some  animal  slaugh¬ 
tered  in  a  pagan  Roman  temple.”  The  Christians 
could  either  eat  it  or  go  hungry.  But  if  he  ate  it  he 
might  wonder  if  he  were  not  approving  heathen 
worship.  If  he  ate  anything  but  “kosher,”  wasn’t  he 
denying  the  faith  of  his  father?  Maybe  he  shouldn’t 
eat  any  meat  at  all.  Such  was  the  p>oint  of  view  of 
the  legalist,  the  conservative  traditionalist,  or  the 
one  Paul  refers  to  as  “a  man  whose  faith  is  weak.” 

On  the  other  hand  the  liberals  took  the  point  of 
view  that  “it  wasn’t  the  beefsteaks  that  were  heathen, 
but  the  people.”  They  couldn’t  believe  that  “beef¬ 
steak  could  be  infected  with  heresy,”  as  Frank  Mead 
says  in  Revell’s  Teacher’s  Guide.  Paul’s  sympathies 
were  very  much  with  this  broader,  “freer”  point  of 
view;  but  his  great  message  is  that  the  man  who  is 
so  freed  from  former  outward  observances  has  a 
great  responsibility  toward  his  brother  who  sees  the 
matter  quite  differently. 

ALL  DAY  IN  A  FROG  POND 

Two  principles  emerge  from  the  above  scripture 
passages.  First,  Christians  are  not  to  argue;  one  is 
not  to  ridicule  another.  No  Christian  has  the  right 
to  demean  what  another  holds  sacred.  As  Paul  says, 
“After  all,  who  are  you  to  criticize  the  servant  of 
somebody  else,  especially  when  that  somebody  else 
is  God?”  (Romans  14:4).  An  important  key  to 
Christian  brotherhood  is  respecting  the  other  per¬ 
son’s  point  of  view  even  if  we  can’t  accept  it.  Your 
class  might  find  discussion  on  this  point  helpful. 

A  second  principle,  though  closely  associated 
with  the  first,  is  that  Christians  are  to  make  a  deter¬ 
mined  effort  to  understand  the  other  person’s  point 
of  view.  Henry  David  Thoreau  once  spent  a  whole 


day  in  Walden  Pond  up  to  his  neck  in  water.  His 
point  was  that  he  wanted  to  see  the  world  as  a  frog 
sees  it.  The  Christian  might  well  ponder  the  parable 
suggested  by  this  example.  Do  we  really  go  to  pains 
to  see  the  world  as  our  neighbor  sees  it?  How  does 
the  senior  citizen,  the  teenager,  the  prisoner,  the 
poor  man,  the  minority  group  member,  the  Asian, 
the  rich  man  see  the  issues  about  which  you  feel 
strongly? 

Paul  concludes  of  the  vegetarian  and  the  meat 
eater,  that  “God  has  accepted  them  both.”  The 
Christian  community  is  a  diverse  one  in  which  “free¬ 
dom”  means  that  one  will  carefully  ponder  the  pow¬ 
er  of  his  influence  and  example;  and  that  that  in¬ 
fluence  will  be  always  designed  to  foster  his  broth¬ 
er’s  welfare, 

THE  NATURE  OF  CHRISTIAN 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Let  no  man,  then,  set  his  own  advantage  as 
his  objective,  but  rather  the  good  of  his  neigh¬ 
bor  ...  Now  why  should  my  freedom  to  eat 
be  at  the  mercy  of  someone  else’s  conscience? 

.  .  .  Because,  whatever  you  do,  eating  ...  or 
anything  else,  everything  should  be  done  to 
bring  glory  to  God  ...  I  ,.  .  will  try  to  adapt 
myself  to  all  men  without  considering  my  own 
advantage  but  their  advantage,  that  if  possible 
they  may  be  saved. — I  Corinthians  10:  24,  29, 

32,  33. 

Jesus  has  been  described  as  “the  man  for  others.” 
Paul  is  suggesting  in  these  passages  that  nothing  less 
than  this  is  the  ideal  for  the  Christian.  He  is  one 
who  puts  the  welfare  of  his  brother  completely 
above  his  own.  How  radical  a  point  of  view  and  how 
difficult  a  way  of  life! 

We  can  detect  three  distinct  principles  emerging 
from  Paul’s  treatment  of  this  issue,  the  responsible 
use  of,  freedom.  These  illustrate  for  us  the  nature 
of  Christian  responsibility. 

The  first  of  these  principles  is  that  of  love,  “If 
your  habit  of  unrestricted  diet  seriously  upsets  your 
brother,  you  are  no  longer  living  in  love  toward 
him  .  .  .”  (Romans  14:15).  Again  we  see  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  love  as  the  most  transforming  of  all  forces.  It 
changes  one’s  attitude  toward  another  person.  It  no 
longer  sees  him  as  “weak,”  or  as  “meat  eater”  or  as 
“vegetarian”  but  as  brother.  Love  is  the  one  atti¬ 
tude  and  relationship  which  puts  all  things  in  proper 
focus.  Its  significance  is  suggested  by  the  response 
of  the  little  boy  who  was  asked  what  salt  was. 
“Salt,”  he  said,  “is  what  ruins  the  potatoes  when  it’s 
left  out.”  Love  is  what  ruins  life  when  it’s  left  out. 

The  second  principle  is  restraint.  Paul  says  to 
the  Corinthians  “You  must  be  careful  that  your  free¬ 
dom  to  eat  meat  does  not  in  any  way  hinder  anyone 
whose  faith  is  not  as  robust  as  yours  (I  Cor,  8:9). 
Such  restraint  is  not  a  rule  of  law  to  be  obeyed;  it 
is  an  act  of  love  growing  out  of  Christian  commun¬ 
ity  and  fellowship. 

The  third  principle  evident  in  Paul’s  treatment 
of  this  entire  subject  is  that  of  mutual  service.  The 
church  is  a  fellowship  for  mutual  service.  Our  de¬ 
cisions  are  determined  by  what  is  good  for  the  whole 
fellowship.  Christianity  is  not  just  a  matter  of  indivi¬ 
dual  morality  but  of  social  morality  and  responsi¬ 
bility.  “We  who  have  strong  faith  ought  to  shoulder 
the  burden  ...  of  others  and  not  just  go  our  own 
sweet  way  .  ,  .”  (Romans  15:1). 

The  Christian  is  truly  a  free  man.  But  his  free¬ 
dom  is  to  serve.  His  freedom  is  to  sacrifice.  His 
freedom  is  to  live  as  a  man  for  others. 


NEXT  WEEK:  Always  of  Good  Courage  —  2  Cor¬ 
inthians  4:1  through  5:10 
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Psychiatrist  Karl  Menninger  concerned 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  “Sin” 
really  does  exist,  according  to  Dr. 
Karl  Menninger. 

The  famed  psychiatrist  is  dis¬ 
tressed  that  modem  society  tries 
to  figure  out  its  problems  and 
talk  about  morality  without  ever 
mentioning  the  word  “sin.”  He 
is  convinced  that  the  only  way  to 
raise  the  moral  tone  of  present- 
day  civilization  and  deal  with 
the  depression  and  worries  that 
plague  clergy,  psychiatrists  and 
every  day  folk  is  to  revive  an 
understanding  of  what  “sin”  is. 

Whatever  Became  of  Sin?  is 
the  title  of  Dr.  Menninger’s  new 
book,  published  here  by  Haw¬ 
thorn. 

The  now  retired  founder  of 
the  Menninger  Center  in  Topeka, 
Kansas,  makes  it  clear  from  the 
outset  that  he  is  not  equating 


“sin”  with  “crime.”  Neither  does 
he  want  to  join  forces  with  the 
“moralistic  bullyboys”  nor  do 
anything  to  escalate  feelings  of 
guilt  in  persons. 

He  writes  of  “sin  as  transgres¬ 
sion  of  the  law  of  God;  disobed¬ 
ience  of  the  divine  will;  moral 
failure  ...  Sin  has  a  willful,  de¬ 
fiant,  or  disloyal  quality;  some¬ 
one  is  defied  or  offended  or 
hurt.” 

In  an  epilogue,  which  serves 
as  a  “displaced  preface”  in  the 
book.  Dr.  Menninger  agrees  with 
historian  Arnold  Toynbee  in  say¬ 
ing  “human  egocentricity”  is  the 
fundamental  problem  in  the 
world. 

Call  it  egocentrism,  “selfish¬ 
ness,  narcissism,  pride”  or  other 
terms,  he  says,  electing  himself 
at  this  point  in  history  to  call 


the  condition  “sin,” 

Dr.  Menninger  points  out  that 
sin  is  not  defined  in  civil  and 
criminal  law  codes.  Quite  apart 
from  what  may  be  called  crime, 
he  insists,  there  is  “immorality; 
there  is  unethical  behavior;  there 
is  wrongdoing”  —  sin. 

Dr.  Menninger  discusses  sin 
as  “collective  irresponsibility!’ 
and  then  launches  into  a  lengthy 
chapter  on  “The  Old  Sever} 
Deadly  Sins  (and  Some  New 
Ones).” 

He  lists  pride;  lust  (allowing 
for  shifts  in  the  social  code);  glut¬ 
tony  in  food,  drink  and  drugs; 
anger,  violence  and  aggression; 
sloth;  envy;  affluence;  waste, 
cheating  and  stealing;  lying; 
cruelty  to  adults,  children  and 
animals. 

Dr.  Menninger  is  bothered  by 


about  ‘Sin’ 

reports  of  bewilderment  and  dis¬ 
illusionment  among  clergymen 
and  seminarians  (as  well,  he  says, 
as  among  social  scientists). 

Ministers  and  priests,  he 
states  have  a  “golden  opportun¬ 
ity  to  prevent  some  of  the 
accumulated  misapprehensions, 
guilt,  aggressive  actions,  and 
other  roots  of  later  mental  suf¬ 
fering  and  mental  disease”  in 
modern  society. 

And,  he  reminds  the  clergy, 
they  can  preach.  “What  shall  we 
cry?”  he  says  the  preachers  ask. 
His  answer  is: 

“Cry  comfort,  cry  repentance, 
cry  hope.  Because  recognition  of 
our  part  in  the  world  transgres¬ 
sion  is  the  only  remaining  hope.” 
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From  Our  Readers 


Contributions  for  this  column  should 
he  written  briefly  and  bear  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  writer.  What  appears 
here  does  not  necessarily  represent  the 
point  of  view  of  this  publication  and  the 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  withhold, 
edit  for  space,  or  print  contributions. 


SEMINARIAN  ASKS  HELP 
WITH  HOMEWORK 

Dear  Friends: 

Are  you  interested  in  the  rural 
Church?  So  am  I.  In  fact,  I  am  doing 
research  on  the  subject  as  a  part  of 
my  seminary  work  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  but  I  need  your  help.  If 
you  have  information  pertinent  to  the 
subject,  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you. 


This  information  could  cover  a  wide 
range  of  subjects,  both  positive  and 
negative.  For  example,  if  you  know  of 
a  rural  Methodist  Church  that  is  suc¬ 
ceeding  and  you  think  you  know  why, 
let  me  know.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
you  are  aware  of  some  mistakes  made 
at  a  rural  church,  I  also  need  that  type 
of  information.  Perhaps  you  have  an 
idea  for  a  program  in  a  rural  church 
that  would  help.  Those  who  wish  to 
contribute  to  this  project  may  do  so  by 
writing  to  me,  address  below.  Thank 
you. 

Rev,  Roger  E.  Glover 
P.  O.  Box  1176 
Josephine,  Texas  75064 
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TWO  “THANK  YOUS” 

Dear  Sir: 

Just  read  your  page  in  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  for  Oct.  25.  Thanks  for 
“Look  what  they’ve  done  to  our  song.” 
Also  rest  of  the  page.  They  express 
my  thoughts  .  .  .  just  wanted  to  say 
..\men.  Also  want  to  say  your  sense 
of  humor  is  appreciated.  You  know  we 
have  almost  lost  that  commodity. 

Mrs.  G.  O.  Morgan 
Springhill,  La. 
t 

Dear  John: 

We  wandering  sheep  of  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  fold  here  in  Germany  really 
do  appreciate  the  news,  editorials,  and 
“folksies”  of-  the  paper  .  .  .  Our 
thanks!  Remember  us  in  the  work  of 
the  church  over  here  in  Germany. 
James  H.  Robnolt,  Chaplain  (Cpt.) 
Battalion  Chaplain 
3rd  Battalion,  84th  Field  Artillery 
APO  New  York,  N.Y.  09176 


RADIO  SERIES 
MARKS  DECADE 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
“The  Word  —  and  Music,”  a  scripted 
half-hour  radio  program  provided  by 
United  Methodist  Communications,  is 
celebrating  its  10th  anniversary  this 
year. 

As  the  title  of  the  programs  sug¬ 
gests,  about  half  of  the  format  is  com¬ 
ment  and  half  music.  Professionally 
written,  timed  scripts  are  provided 
free  of  charge  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  record  albums 
with  the  listed  music  can  be  purchased 
for  $65  by  any  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor  or  group  of  churches  which  will 
present  the  program  on  the  air.  It  is 
recommended  by  the  producers  that 
the  program  be  sponsored  ecumeni¬ 
cally. 
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Minnesota  Poll  interviews  600  residents 


on  interpretation  of  Bible  stories 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Adam  and  Eve  were 
really  people  and  Jesus  literally  walked  on  the  water, 
in  the  opinions  of  most  Minnesotans  interviewed  by 
the  Minneapolis  Tribune’s  Minnesota  Poll. 

The  account  of  Jonah  and  the  whale,  howeve, 
is  symbolic  rather  than  literal,  according  to  a  major¬ 
ity  of  the  600  residents  questioned  about  the  way 
they  interpret  the  Bible. 

Slightly  more  than  half  of  the  respondents  in  the 
survey  believe  the  question  of  whether  biblical  ac¬ 
counts  arc  literally  true  or  symbolic  is  an  important 
one. 

“It  can  happen  that  a  literal  interpretation  of  the 
Bible  gets  stressed  too  strongly,”  said  a  Lutheran 
Wilkin  County  pastor,  65,  who  thought  the  question 
was  important.  “But  people  have  a  way  of  twisting 
things  into  what  they  want  them  to  mean,”  he 
added. 

A  23-year-old  Minneapolis  payroll  clerk,  a  Bap¬ 
tist,  disagreed.  “Whether  Bible  stories  are  truly  true 
or  not  isn’t  as  important  as  belief  in  God,”  she  said. 

Sixty-seven  per  cent  of  those  interviewed  said 
the  Biblical  account  of  Jesus  walking  on  the  water 
was  literally  true,  28  per  cent  said  it  was  symbolic, 
and  5  per  cent  had  no  opinion  or  gave  other  ans¬ 
wers. 


“Jesus  was  actually  treading  water,”  said  a  68- 
year-old  woman. 

“I  believe  that  it  ‘appeared’  that  Jesus  walked 
on  the  water,”  said  a  37-year-old  Minneapolis  wom¬ 
an,  who  thinks  the  account  was  symbolic. 

People  who  haven’t  finished  high  school,  older 
people  and  women  were  more  likely  than  other 
groups  to  believe  literally  in  the  biblical  accounts. 

In  the  case  of  Adam  and  Eve,  85  per  cent  of 
respondents  having  grade  school  educations,  76  per 
cent  of  those  60  and  over,  and  71  per  cent  of  the 
women  believed  them  to  have  been  real  people. 

By  contrast,  64  per  cent  of  the  people  inter¬ 
viewed  in  the  population  at  large  believed  Adam  and 
Eve  were  real,  32  per  cent  thought  they  were  part 
of  a  symbolic  account  and  4  per  cent  had  no  opin¬ 
ion  or  gave  other  answers. 

Jonah  and  thei  whale  is  accepted  as  true  by  39 
per  cent  of  the  Minnesotans  interviewed,  and  as  a 
symbolic  story  by  51  per  cent.  Nine  per  cent  were 
undecided  and  1  per  cent  gave  other  answers. 

Fifty-six  per  cent  of  those  surveyed  said  the 
question  of  whether  biblical  accounts  are  literal  or 
symbolic  stories  is  important.  Forty-one  per  cent 
said  the  question  was  unimportant,  and  3  per  cent 
had  no  opinion  or  gave  other  answers. 
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Evangelism :  topic 


of  jurisdictional  events 


SCJ  Council 
sponsoring 
'Celebration  73' 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla  (UMC) 
—  “Celebrating  the  Life  of  the  Spirit 
in  Christian  Birth  and  Growth”  will 
be  the  theme  of  a  conference  at  Fipst 
United  Methodist  Church  here  Nov. 
30-Dec.  2. 

Sponsoring  the  “Celebration  73”  is 
the  Council  of  Evangelism  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  Evangelism,  Worship,  and 
Stewardship  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Major  addresses  will  be  given  by 
Kansas  Area  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon 
who  will  speak  on  “The  Whole  Gos¬ 
pel  for  the  Whole  Man;”  Dr.  Ira  Gal- 
laway,  Board  of  Discipleship  Associate 
General  Secretary,  who  will  speak  on 
“Life  in  the  Spirit,”  and  “Life  from  the 
Spirit;”  and  Dr.  Larry  LacOur,  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Colorado  Springs,  who  will  speak  on 
“The  New  Winds  of  the  Spirit,”  “Ex¬ 
periencing  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Tradition,”  and  “Why  we  Need 
the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Seminars  and  leaders  will  be  “Music 
and  Evangelism,”  James  Bass,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  “Steps  into  the  New  Life,” 
Charles  D.  Whittle,  Nashville;  “A 
Program  of  Evangelism  for  the  Local 
Church,”  Roberto  Escamilla,  Nash¬ 
ville;  “Types  of  Evangelism,”  Poe  Wil¬ 
liams,  Nashville;  “Evangelistic  Preach¬ 
ing,”  George  G.  Hunter,  III,  Dallas, 
Tex.;  “Lay  Witness  Missions,”  Jack 
Archer,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.;  “Mission 
Crusades  in  the  Local  Church,”  Jack 
Gray,  Dallas;  and  “Marriage-Family 
Enrichment,”  Byron  Wolfe,  Enid, 
Okla. 

Other  program  participants  will  in¬ 
clude  Oklahoma  Bishop  Paul  W.  Mil- 
house  and  Mrs.  Lee  Ritchie,  Arlington, 
Tex.,  song  leader. 

The  Jurisdictional  Council  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  organized  in  January,  1973,  is 
affiliated  with  the  National  Council  of 
Evangelism  and  serves  as  an  auxiliary 
organization  of  the  Division  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  Worship,  and  Stewardship  of 


Dallas  to  host 

Evangelism 

Congress 

DALLAS,  Tex.  (UMC)  —  The  first 
of  seven  regional  evangelism  congres¬ 
ses  to  be  held  around  the  world  in 
1974  will  convene  here  Jan.  8-10  un¬ 
der  the  sponsorship  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

The  North  American  Regional  Con¬ 
gress  will  involve  six  denominations 
which  share,  the  same  Wesleyan  heri¬ 
tage:  Free  Methodist,  African  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal,  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal,  The  Wesleyan  Church,  Af¬ 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion,  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Ira  Gallaway,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
Associate  General  Secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  is  chairman  of  the  Congress  pro¬ 
gram  committee. 

Meeting  one  day  in  advance  of  the 
Congress  will  be  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Evangelism,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  of  district  and  conference  evan¬ 
gelism  leaders.  The  abbreviated  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Council  Jan.  7 
will  feature  Bishop  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe,  Dallas,  Tex.;  Dr.  Charles  L. 
Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Houston,  Tex,;  and  Dr.  Raoul  C.  Calk¬ 
ins,  Columbus,  Ohio,  administrative 
assistant  to  the  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Committee.  President  of 
the  Council  is  Dr.  Emerson  S.  Colaw, 
pastor  of  the  Hyde  Park  Commuiiity 
United  Methodist  Church,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

All  meetings  of  the  Council  and 
Congress  will  be  held  at  the  Adolphus 
Hotel  in  Dallas. 

Among  those  persons  presenting 
major  addresses  at  the  Congress  will 
be  United  Methodist  Bishops  William 
R.  Cannon,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Roy  C. 
Nichols,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  Gerald 
F.  Ensley,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
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the  Board  of  Discipleship.  Chairman 
is  Dr.  LeRoy  Sewell,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Oklahoma 
City. 

t 


Academy  for 
Evangelism 
formed  at  Perkins 

“The  Academy  for  Evangelism  in 
Theological  Education”  was  organized 
on  Sept.  29th,  climaxing  a  two-day 
meeting  of  Seminary  professors  of 
Evangelism  from  across  the  continent 
who  convened  at  the  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Dr.  George  Sweazey  of  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary  was  elected  as 
the  new  academy’s  first  president  for 
a  two-year  term.  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary’s  Dr.  Robert  Coleman  was 
elected  to  a  two-year  vice  presidency. 
Dr,  George  Hunter  of  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  faculty  was  the 
founder  and  convener  of  the  Academy 
for  Evangelism,  and  was  elected  to  the 
academy’s  ongoing  secretariat. 

The  two-day  meeting  featured  a 
major  address  by  Dean  M.  Kelley, 
author  of  the  widely  influential  book. 
Why  Conservative  Churches  Are 
Growing.  Kelley  spoke  on  “The  Relig¬ 
ion  ‘Business’  and  What  Makes  It 
‘Take.’  ”  Kelley  stated  that  “the 
function  of  religion  is  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  life  in  ultimate  terms,”  and 
that  churches  that  accept  this  task  are 
the  churches  that  grow.  Kelley  also 
emphasized  that  churches  which  place 
“strict  demands”  upon  adherents  tend 
to  grow,  for  this  connotes  “serious- 
iiess”  and  “convincingness”  for  the 
group’s  truth-claims.  Kelley  explained 
that  churches  which  do  not  explain  the 
meaning  of  life  nor  place  strong  claims 
upon  people  are  forfeiting  the  unique¬ 
ness  of  religion  and  therefore  are  un¬ 
derstandably  declining. 

George  Sweazey  delivered  the  Aca¬ 
demy  for  Evangelism’s  keynote  ad¬ 
dress.  Sweazey  bemoaned  the  usual  ex¬ 
pectations  placed  upon  a  new  minis¬ 
ter  —  “to  take  care  of  the  people  he 
finds  already  in  his  membership.”  He 
proclaimed  the  mandate  to  “reach 
those  outside,”  and  suggested  that  the 
developing  minister  must  be  “propel¬ 
led  by  the  Seminary”  into  evangelistic 
ministry. 


The  bulk  of  the  two-day  meeting 
was  taken  with  the  members  sharing 
with  one  another  their  “models  for  a 
basic  course”  in  evangelism.  The  new 
Academy  for  Evangelism  in  Theologi¬ 
cal  Education  begins  with  twenty- 
seven  charter  members  from  as  many 
seminaries.  The  academy  represents 
the  geographical  and  theological  spect¬ 
rum  of  North  American  Protestant 
Christianity.  The  headquarters  are 
presently  at  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  S.M.U.  The  academy  will 
meet  annually.  Meeting  sites  will  move 
among  the  member  institutions, 
t 

MEmdi>isns  to  stoot 

i,  EVANGEUZATIOI^  -i. 

,  NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  “Common 
and  evaagdizatioiC  are  to  be 
given  special  study  by  Roman  Catho- 
Hes  and  Methodists  on  the  world  level 
in  preparation  for  the  Catholic  Synod 
.of  Bishops  in  1974  and  W<H-ld  Meth- 
"odism’s  1975  *‘Year.of  Evangelism.” 

The  decision  for  special  stuify  was 
made  by  the  Joint  Ctunmissicm  df  the 
Roman  Catholic  Oiurch  and  the  World 
Methodist  Council  recently  in  Read, 
Switzerland.  Meeting  for  ^eir  second 
session  in  the  current  series  of  dia¬ 
logues,  the  ^  Joint  Commission  said 
study  w^  authorized  “in  the  hope  that 
the,  distinctive  contributions  of  the  two 
churches  to  these  themes  may  prove 
complementary  and  mutually ,  etJight- 
ening.” 

'The  Joint  Commission  of  the  R<»nan 
Catholic  Church  and  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  held  the  second  meeting 
of  the  present  series  from  Oct.  1  to  4 
at  Reuti,  Switzerland.  The  Roman 
^Catholic  representatives  were  Bishop 
Michael  Bowen,  Mgr.  C.  Moeller,  Er. 
T.  F.  Stransky,  C.  S."1P.,  Mgr.  W.  A. 
Purdy  and  Fr.  Michael  Hurley,  S.  S., 
and  ^e  Methodist  representatives  were 
Bishop,  W.  R,  Cannon,  Bishop  Prince 
Taylor,  Dr.  Lee  F.  Tuttle,  Professor 
'Jose  Miguez-Bonino  and  the  Rev.  A. 
Raymond  George.  ‘ 


World’s  hunger  a  priority  concern 


by  Arthiw  Moore,  Jr.,  and  Connie  Meyer 

NEW  ORLEANS,  La.,  Oct.  26  (UMC)  —  The 
fact  that  church  people  and  other  citizens  are  will¬ 
ing  to  contribute  their  own  funds  for  help  to  hun¬ 
gry  people  in  other  areas  of  the  world  is  a  great 
political  fact  insuring  the  passage  of  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  aid  bills,  according  to  the  former  deputy  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Food  for  Peace  program  of  USAID. 

Frank  Ellis,  a  private  consultant  who  retired  last 
year  after  37  years  of  government  service  including 
ten  years  as  deputy  chief  of  Food  for  Peace,  made 
the  assertion  in  a  presentation  on  world  famine  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR),  meeting  here  as  part  of  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Citing  the  world  population  growth,  with  a  pro¬ 
jected  world  population  of  seven  billion  persons  by 
the  year  2,000,  and  increased  food  consumption  in 
affluent  societies  as  causes  of  world  hunger,  Mr. 
Ellis  found  some  encouraging  signs  in  U.S.  food 
and  aid  policy.  The  Food  for  Peace  program  has 
been  extended  for  four  more  years  and  the  Senate 


version  of  the  bill,  now  ready  for  joint  House-Sen- 
‘»e  negotiations,  would  allow  portions  of  exports  to 
he  set  aside  for  humanitarian  purposes  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  export  crop  to  be  sold  first  as  has  been 
previous  policy.  In  addition,  more  and  more  aid  is 
now  going  to  programs  administered  by  voluntary 
agencies. 

Reacting  to  Mr.  Ellis’  presentation  were  the 
Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  associate  general  secretary  of 
UMCOR,  and  Victor  Lamont,  a  British  photo¬ 
journalist  and  former  mission  worker  in  Africa,  Mr. 
Lamont  pointed  out  that  many  discussions  of  the 
subject  of  world  famine  assume  that  the  affluent 
West  has  the  solution  to  the  problem,  which  is  not 
true,  and  ignore  the  need  for  poor  countries  to  de¬ 
velop  their  own  solutions.  Third  World  countries 
can  develop  “appropriate  technology”  rather  than 
importing  Western  technology  not  suited  to  their 
needs. 

Speaking  of  family  planning,  Mr.  Lamont  said 
that  families  in  poor  villages  where  85  per  cent  of 
the  persons  in  those  countries  live  have  no  real  in¬ 


centive  to  reduce  their  number  of  children  until 
their  quality  of  life  is  made  more  worthwhile. 

Dr.  Haines  spoke  of  the  difficulties  relief  or¬ 
ganizations  face  in  a  time  of  soaring  farm  prices  in 
purchasing  food  for  export  to  hunger  areas,  citing 
particularly  the  sharp  cost  rise  of  multi-purpose 
food  as  a  result  of  soybean  demand  around  the 
world. 

UMCOR  also  heard  Dr.  Haines  report  that  50 
per  cent  of  the  food  required  to  avert  starvation  in 
six  northwest  African  countries  has  been  delivered 
by  outside  agencies, 

“The  immediate  threat  of  death  has  been 
averted,”  he  said,  “but  it  is  only  a  stopgap  opera¬ 
tion.  The  real  answer  lies  in  long-term  development 
of  water  resources  in  the  countries  involved,  plus 
extensive  reforestation  along  the  Sahara.” 

A  severe  drought,  caused  by  lack  of  rain  for 
5‘/2  years,  had  threatened  the  lives  of  up  to  6,000,- 
000  people.  UMCOR  sent  an  initial  grant  of  $10,- 
000  for  relief  supplies,  and  in  cooperation  with  the 
Board’s  World  Division  sent  Miss  Marjorie  Nellis^ 
a  nurse,  to  join  a  mobile  medical  team  in  Niger. 
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Nursery  three-year-olds  of  Broadmoor  Church  in  Shreveport  ex¬ 
perienced  a  rare  treat  when  Mr.  Chandler  made  a  jack-o-lantern 
especially  for  them.  Teachers  are  Mrs.  D.  D.  Vickrey  (looking  on 
with  Laura  Jean  Arthur)  and  Mrs.  Pete  Chandler.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke 
is  pastor. 


Floods  damage 
Oklahoma  Methodist 
properties 

ENID,  Okla  (UMC)  —  Three  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  parsonage  families  lost 
all  of  their  personal  belongings  in  a 
freak  flood  whieh  swept  through  this 
north  eentral  Oklahoma  eommunity 
and  surrounding  region  Oct.  10-11, 
according  to  Bishop  Paul  W.  Milhousc. 
Two  churches  suffered  major  damage 
to  buildings,  parsonages,  and  contents 
as  more  than  12  inches  of  rain  was 
dumped  on  the  area  in  less  than  four 
hours.  A  total  of  more  than  15  inches 
fell  during  the  two-day  period. 

Oklahoma  United  Methodist  con¬ 


gregations  have  been  asked  to  take 
special  emergency  offerings  to  assist 
parsonage  families  and  churches  suf¬ 
fering  losses. 

After  making  a  survey  of  flood  dam¬ 
aged  churches  and  parsonages.  Dr.  G. 
Lemuel  Fenn,  superintendent  of  the 
Enid  District,  stated  that  the  greatest 
losses  were  suffered  by  the  parsonage 
family  of  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Enid,  by 
the  associate  minister’s  family  of  First 
Church,  Enid,  and  by  the  minister  at 
Jefferson,  a  community  28  miles  north 
of  Enid.  The  roof  of  the  education 
building  at  First  Church,  Enid,  ieaked 
substantially  from  the  torrential  rain 
causing  heavy  damage.  Dr.  Fenn  es¬ 
timated  damages  in  the  area  at  be¬ 
tween  $75,000  and  $100,000. 


The  "Joyful  Noise” 
singing  group  from  First 
Church,  Slidell,  present¬ 
ed  a  service  of  song  and 
testimony  at  the  Lacombe 
Church  on  Sunday,  Oct. 
21.  The  Rev.  Lewis 
Ovenshire  is  pastor  at 
Lacombe.  The  Rev. 
Willis  Dear,  associate 
pastor  of  the  Slidell 
Church  is  the  counselor 
for  the  UMYF  singing 
group.  Eddie  Deckwa  is 
president  of  the  Lacombe 
UMYF  which  hosted  the 
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executive  secretary  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications. 

In  addition  to  United  Methodists 
Today,  general  periodicals  published 
by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  are  Newscope,  a  four-page 
weekly  newsletter,  and  Today’s  Minis¬ 
try,  a  hew  journal  for  pastors  which 
will  succeed  Christian  Advocate  as  an 
insert  for  pastors  in  United  Method¬ 
ists  Today. 

Dr.  Burgess  has  broad  experience  as 
a  United  Methodist  executive  and  in 
editorial  and  communications  fields. 
Since  1950  he  has  served  in  editorial 


ABOVE:  Robert  Letlow  of  Welsh 
United  Methodist  Church  directed 
congregational  singing  for  the 
Oct.  21-25  revival  at  Iowa  Church. 
AT  LEFT:  The  Rev.  G.  A. 
MeVay,  pastor  of  Centenary 
Church  in  Rayne,  was  the  preach¬ 
er  for  the  revival.  Shown  with 
him,  left  to  right,  are  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  John  Sayes,  pastor  and 
wife,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Rex 
Squyres,  retired  and  living  in 
Kinder,  Mrs.  MeVay  and  the  re¬ 
vival  speaker. 


and  administration  positions  with  the 
church’s  National  Conference  of 
Methodist  Youth,  Board  of  Christian 
Social  Concerns,  Board  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  and  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries.  He  served  two  terrns  as 
president  of  the  church’s  Council  of 
Secretaries. 

Dr.  Burgess  also  served  for  several 
years  as  an  editorial  and  communica¬ 
tions  consultant  to  business  and  gov¬ 
ernmental  organizations.  For  two 
years  he  was  a  partner  and  executive 
vice-president  of  Design  Center,  Inc., 
a  Washington,  D.C.  based  firm  with 
graphic  arts,  film  and  advertising  divi¬ 
sions.  He  also  served  two  years  as  Na¬ 
tional  Executive  Director  of  Joint  Ac¬ 
tion  in  Community  Service,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  an  interfaith  agency  provid¬ 
ing  volunteer  support  services  for  dis¬ 
advantaged  youth. 

Dr.  Burgess  has  written  numerous 
articles,  has  produced  a  number  of 
films  and  promotional  campaigns,  and 
in  the  course  of  his  professional  re¬ 
sponsibilities  has  traveled  widely 
throughout  the  United  States  and  to  1 5 
countries  overseas. 

Dr.  Burgess  has  served  as  a  board 
member  of  numerous  ecumenical 
boards  and  agencies  including  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  North  Conway  Founda¬ 
tion,  the  International  Council  on  Al¬ 
cohol  and  Alcoholism,  Scarritt  College, 
and  Joint  Action  in  Community  Ser¬ 
vice. 

A  native  of  Sac  City,  la..  Dr.  Bur¬ 
gess  received  his  B.A.  degree  from 
Morningside  College,  Sioux  City,  la., 
in  1950.  He  was  awarded  the  Doctor 
of  Laws  degree  from  the  same  institu¬ 
tion  in  1965.  He  did  graduate  study  in 
journalism  at  The  American  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  pastor  of  Aurora  Church, 
New  Orleans,  prepares  to  conduct  a  worship 
service  in  the  theatre  at  Ephesus  during  recent 
tour  in  the  Mediterranean  area.  The  tour  party 
of  31  persons  included  a  group  of  Louisiana 
Methodi  sts. 


t 


United  Methodists  from 
Louisiana  at  Ephesus. 
FRONT,  left  to  right, 
Mrs.  Frank  Wells,  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Dart,  and  Mrs. 
Ruffin  Beasley  of  Rayne 
Memorial,  New  Orleans; 
BACK,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Rickey,  Mrs.  Esther 
Paulsen  of  Lecompte, 
Mrs.  Beulah  Grubb  of 
Trinity,  Alexandria,  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Kavanaugh  of 
Ruston,  and  Miss  Fannie 
Rayne  Russ  of  Rayne 
Memorial.  (Mrs.  Ola 
Walker,  also  of  Rayne 
Memorial,  was  absent 
when  picture  was  taken). 
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Grand  Isle  Church  sponsored 
variety  of  Summer  ministries 


Mary  Robertson  of  Thibodoux 
created  this  winning  entry  in  a 
banner  contest.  The  Rev.  Vernon 
Fairley,  Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 
pastor  ponders  message. 


Some  of  the  youth  group  who  took 
part  in  worship  service  on  beach 
at  Grand  Isle. 


Fellowship  supper  held  at  Grand 
Isle  Church  during  the  Summer 
period. 


Last  Summer  the  Grand  Isle  United 
Methodist  Church  set  three  goals;  one 
— to  minister  to  the  people  where  they 
are;  two  —  to  strengthen  their  local 
Church,  Third — to  assist  a  seminary 
student  with  his  education. 

William  Finley,  who  has  completed 
his  first  year  in  the  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  went  to  Grand  Isle  on  the 
Summer  Work  Scholarship  Program  to 
help  achieve  these  goals.  Members  of 
Grand  Isle  Church  prepared  an  apart¬ 
ment  in  part  of  the  Church  and  Bill 
Finley  went  to  work.  Three  items 
were  printed  and  placed  in  Motels  in 
the  area,  copies  of  the  “Good  News 
For  Modern  Man”  were  distributed 
along  with  Special  Services. 

Four  unusual  types  of  ministry  were 
performed  along  with  the  regular  sche¬ 
dule  of  activities. 

A  young  lady  from  South  Vietnam 
visited  the  Grand  Isle  Church. 
Through  the  leadership  of  Bill  and  the 
assistance  of  the  membership  they  were 
able  not  only  to  make  her  feel  wel¬ 
come,  but  to  get  her  son  on  the  base¬ 
ball  team  and  provide  her  with  many 
new  friends  in  a  new  and  different 
land. 

The  Youth  planned  and  conducted 
a  Worship  Service  on  the  beach  at 


Grand  Isle.  They  had  a  wonderful  time 
of  fellowship  and  a  very  meaningful 
worship  service.  An  Ecumenical  Ser¬ 
vice  was  planned  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  Baptist  congregations. 
The  service  was  planned  by  all  three 
church  groups  and  every  church  had 
a  part  in  the  Service.  It,  too,  was  held 
on  the  beach  at  Grand  Isle. 

A  fine  young  man  from  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.  brought  his  family  to  Grand  Isle 
for  a  vacation,  he  became  ill  and  had 
major  surgery  in  Galliano,  La.  The 
churen  members  ministered  to  this 
family  in  trouble  away  from  home. 
Even  after  he  returned  to  Fort  Worth 
for  further  surgery  they  continued  to 
pray  for  the  family  and  be  concerned. 
He  is  home  now  and  hopefully  will 
gain  his  strength  and  return  to  work 
soon. 

The  Grand  Isle  United  Methodist 
Church  wishes  to  thank  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Missions,  the  Lafayette 
District  Board  of  Missions,  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  of  Golden  Meadow,  and 
many  individuals  in  the  churches 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  who  contributed  financially  to 
this  program. 

— Vernon  Fairley,  Pastor 

t 


Shady  Rest  Motel  manager  George 
Cheramie  accepts  from  Bill  Finley 
materials  publicizing  the  services 
offered  by  Grand  Isle  Church  for 
visitors  at  motels  in  the  area. 


Bill  Finley  visits  a  family  from 
Rome,  Ga.,  at  their  camp  on  Grand 


Scene  from  ecumenical  worship 
service  shared  by  Roman  Catholic 
and  Baptist  congregations. 


RIGHT:  Participants  in  Laity  Day  at  Hodge 
Church  were  (left  to  right)  the  Rev.  Robert 
Peterson,  pastor;  B.  E.  Hathaway,  Sr.,  lay 
leader;  Tom  Matheny,  Conference  lay  leader; 
John  Jackson,  Natchitoches  District  lay  leader, 
and  District  Superintendent  Ed  Thomas. 


LEFT:  Laity  Day  participants  at  Centenary 

Church,  Rayne  (left  to  right)  Guy  Johnston, 
Administrative  Board  chairman;  Harry  L. 
Stagg,  who  spoke  on  “Fellowship  in  the 
Church”;  Donald  Harrington,  “Stewardship  of 
the  Church”;  Charles  Hamilton,  lay  leader, 
and  the  Rev.  George  MeVay,  pastor. 


Leading  Laity  Day  service  at  Chatham  were 
(left  to  right)  Marvin  Davis,  morning  speaker; 
Robert  Greer,  lay  leader,  and  Alton  Spillers, 
evening  speaker. 


Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  Shreveport  District  superin¬ 
tendent  (right)  was  the  visiting  preacher  for 
recent  revival  services  held  at  Delhi.  Shown 
with  him  (left  to  right)  are  Eugene  Smith,  song 
leader,  and  the  Rev.  Bill  Haskell,  pastor. 


Recently  installed  officers  of  United  Methodist 
Men  at  Lasseigne  Memorial  Church  (left  to 
right)  Steve  Martin,  vice  chairman  in  charge  of 
services  to  church  and  area;  John  McRae, 
secretary-treasurer;  Bill  Thomason,  chairman 
in  charge  of  programs,  and  Jack  Hively,  pro¬ 
jects  chairman.  The  Rev.  James  L.  Adams  is 
pastor. 
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Missouri  in  1958  to  be  director  of 
MacDonell  Methodist  Center  in  Hou¬ 
ma,  serving  there  for  two  years.  Be¬ 
fore  coming  to  Louisiana  he  taught  in 
the  public  schools  and  served  as  prin¬ 
cipal  in  North  Kansas  City,  Mo.  He  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  Missouri  An¬ 
nual  Conference  in  1953,  in  which 
Conference  both  his  father  and  grand¬ 
father  served  as  ministers, 

Mr.  Ezell  is  a  free  lance  writer,  the 
author  of  one  book  and  a  number  of 
stories,  articles  and  devotionals.  The 
Ezells  will  make  their  home  in  Ruston, 
their  new  address  being  Rt.  3,  Box  32, 
zip  71270. 

TERREL  DEVILLE  BECOMES 
NEW  SUPERINTENDENT 

The  new  superintendent  of  the 
Home  is  a  native  of  Ville  Platte  and 
has  been  associated  with  the  Home 
since  1968,  having  been  assistant  su¬ 
perintendent  since  1971.  Mr.  DeVille 
holds  a  B.S.  degree  from  Louisiana 
Tech  University  where  he  has  done 
postgraduate  work.  He  serves  as  vice 
president  of  the  North  East  Louisiana 
branch  chapter  of  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Social  Workers,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  is  as¬ 
sociated  with  Group  Child  Care  Con¬ 
sultant  Services. 

Mr.  DeVille  is  married  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Carol  Crowson  of  Jonesboro,  La. 
They  have  a  son  and  a  daughter  and 
make  their  home  on  the  campus  of 
the  Ruston  institution.  They  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Trinity  Church  in  that  city, 
t 


Ezell  completes  13^-year  ministry 
at  Children’s  Home,  snccessor  named 


(Left  to  right)  The  Rev.  Horry  E 
of  Methodist  Children’s  Home; 
Children’s  Home  Board;  Terrel  J. 
the  home. 


The  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  The  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston  for  the  past  thirteen 
and  one-half  years,  has  resigned  due 
to  ill  health.  He  has  been  succeeded 
by  Terrel  DeVille,  former  assistant  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Home.  The  change 
became  effective  Nov.  1. 

During  Mr.  Ezell’s  administration 
the  Home  benefited  from  many  sig¬ 
nificant  achievements.  New  approaches 


:.  Ezell,  retiring  superintendent 
W.  A.  J.  Lewis,  chairman  of 
DeVille,  new  superintendent  of 


to  child  care  were  instituted  and  ma¬ 
jor  physical  improvements  were  made. 
These  include  new  homes  for  the  su¬ 
perintendent  and  assistant  superinten¬ 
dent  plus  four  new  cottages  and  re¬ 
novation  of  all  other  existing  cottages. 
Construction  was  also  begun  on  a  new 
activities  complex  which  will  include 
a  gym,  game  and  activities  rooms  and 
a  swimming  pool. 

Mr.  Ezell  came  to  Louisiana  from 


The  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell 


Terrel  J.  DeVille 


Nov.  25  Correction 
Reform  Sunday 

Governor  Edwin  Edwards  has  pro¬ 
claimed  Sunday,  Nov.  25  as  Correc¬ 
tion  Reform  Sunday  in  Louisiana.  The 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  is 
coordinating  efforts  to  focus  the  need 
for  correction  reform  at  the  local  level. 

The  Rev.  Monsignor  Alexander  O. 
Sigur,  chairman  of  the  Correction  Re¬ 
form  Committee  of  the  Louisiana  In¬ 
terchurch  Conference,  in  a  letter  to 
pastors  throughout  the  state,  says  that 
"corrections  systems  aren’t  correcting. 
Change  them.” 

Noting  that  our  society  has  most 
often  “resorted  simply  to  forms  of 
lockup,  incarceration  and  temporary 
separation  from  society,”  Christians 
should  and  can  “find  more  redemptive 
ways  to  assist  those  harmed  by  crime 
and  punishment,  both  the  aggrieved 
and  the  convicted.” 

Monsignor  Sigur  states  that  “reha¬ 
bilitation,  not  recrimination,  is  our 
hope,”  and  that  “most  of  all,  we  Chris¬ 
tians  need  to  break  the  narrow,  limit- 

P lease  turn  to  page  2 


Students  active  in  the  program  of  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at 
Louisiana  State  University,  Baton  Rouge,  put  finishing  touches 
on  a  4500-piece  mailing  on  Prison  Correction  Reform,  a  current 
emphasis  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference.  Correction 
Reform  Sunday  is  Nov.  26.  Students  (left  to  right)  are  Carol 
Patrick,  Will  McCall,  Mike  Keeler,  and  Ann  Guissinger.  The 
Rev.  William  M.  Finnin,  Jr.,  is  campus  minister. 


Bishop  Crutchfield 
preacher  for  Lake 
Charles  mission 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will 
speak  in  a  special  preaching  mission 
to  the  Lake  Charles  District,  Nov.  18- 
21,  according  to  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  Lake  Charles  District  superin¬ 
tendent. 

Services  will  be  held  each  evening 
at  7:30  p.m.  at  University  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles, 
Sunday  through  Wednesday. 

At  noon,  Monday,  Nov.  19,  Bishop 
Crutchfield  will  speak  to  the  laity  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  various  churches.  This 
will  be  an  informal  luncheon  meeting 
with  the  bishop  responding  to  ques¬ 
tions  from  the  laity  present.  On  Tues¬ 
day,  Nov.  20,  a  luncheon  will  be  held 
for  the  ministers  of  the  District  and 
the  meeting  will  be  conducted  in  the 
same  manner. 

On  Monday  evening,  Nov.  19,  a 
youth  choir  made  up  of  youth  mem- 
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Area  Christian  Educators  to 
sponsor  retreat  Nov.  21-22 


Qiristian  educators  from  a  nine-con¬ 
ference  area  are  invited  to  participate 
in  a  retreat  to  be  held  Nov,  27-29  at 
Lakeview  Methodist  Assembly  in  Pal¬ 
estine,  Tex.  The  retreat,  sponsored  by 
the  Christian  Educators  Fellowship, 
will  include  “physical  relaxation,  men¬ 
tal  stretching,  and  spiritual  and  emo¬ 
tional  lifting,”  according  to  Ethel  All¬ 
dredge  of  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Central  Texas  C.E.F.  and 
a  member  of  the  task  force  planning 
the  event. 

Principal  resource  leader  for  the  re¬ 
treat  will  be  William  M.  Longsworth, 
instructor  in  Christian  Ethics  at  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 
Program  events  include  a  drama  by  the 
Lon  Morris  College  drama  department. 

The  retreat  is  open  to  all  persons 
interested  in  educaticmal  ministry.  Ad¬ 
vance  registration  is  required;  the  fee 
of  $27,  covering  room,  meals,  insur¬ 
ance  and  registration  fee,  may  be  sent 
to  Julie  Knapp,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Box  3846,  Bryan,  Tex, 
77801.  The  deadline  for  registration  is 
Nov.  15. 

The  Rev.  Don  Cottrill  of  Shreve- 


During  the  month  of  September, 
staff  persons  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  presented 
one-night  workshops  on  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  school  literature  in  Arc¬ 
adia  in  the  Ruston  District,  and  in 
Natchitoches  in  that  district. 

At  the  Arcadia  church,  all  age 
groups  were  represented.  The  Rev.  Ray 
Branton,  Council  director,  covered  the 
adult  literature  for  use  in  the  church 
school;  the  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  associate 
director,  presented  the  materials  for 
the  youth  age  level;  and  Mrs.  Gwen 
Branton,  wife  of  the  director  presented 
the  children’s  materials. 


Professor  Longsworth 


port,  associate  director  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council,  is  a  member  of  the  task 
force  planning  the  retreat, 
t 


At  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Natchitoches  District,  Mr.  Bran¬ 
ton  again  presented  adult  materials; 
while  Mrs.  Branton  covered  grades  1- 
2-3  in  the  children’s  division;  Mrs. 
Maxine  Watkins  of  Shreveport  made 
the  kindergarten  presentation,  and 
Miss  Rita  Crow  of  Monroe  presented 
the  materials  for  ages  4-5-6. 

This  is  part  of  a  continuing  program 
of  short  workshops  for  the  purpose  of 
helping  church  school  workers  and 
teachers  become  more  familiar  with 
the.  church  school  materials  provided 
by  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
t 


Laskey  Library 
to  house  United 
Methodist  archives 

Nashville,  Tennessee  —  Dr.  John 
Ness,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  Histpry  pf 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  re¬ 
ported  that  the  commission,  in  its 
meeting  in  Evanston,  Illinois  on  Oc¬ 
tober  29-31,  has  voted  to  move  the 
archives  and  historical  pieces  from 
their  present  locations  to  the  Virginia 
Davis  Laskey  Library  on  the  campus 
of  Scarritt  College.  This  collection, 
which  is  presently  housed  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  North  Carolina  and  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  will  be  moved  to  Nash¬ 
ville  in  several  months. 

According  to  Dr.  Ness,  the  collec¬ 
tion  includes  50,000  volumes  and  be¬ 
tween  three  and  three  and  one  half 
million  pieces  of  archival  material. 
This  collection  represents  the  archives 
of  the  former  Methodist  Church  and 
the  former  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church  and  contains  materials 
which  date  from  the  founding  of  both 
denominations  in  the  United  States  in 
the  eighteenth  century.  The  Archives 
and  History  Commission’s  holdings 
will  be  of  special  significance  to  those 
doing  research  in  the  history  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

t 
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bers  from  churches  across  the  Lake 
Charles  District  will  sing.  On  the  other 
evenings,  a  massed  choir  from  the 
churches  will  offer  special  music. 

The  Wednesday  evening  session, 
Nov.  21,  will  be  held  at  McNeese  State 
University  in  Lake  Charles.  At  this 
time.  Bishop  Crutchfield  will  preach 
for  the  Lake  Charles  Community 
Thanksgiving  Service  sponsored  by  the 
Lake  Qiarles  Ministerial  Association. 
The  Rev,  Moses  Jackson,  pastor  of 
Warren  United  Methodist  Chxirch, 
Lake  Charles  is  president  of  the  as¬ 
sociation. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Reed,  pastor  of 
University,  the  host  Church,  is  general 
chairman  for  the  planning  of  the  Bish¬ 
op’s  preaching  mission.  Other  chair¬ 
persons  include  John  Bergstedt,  Louis 
Blankenbaker,  Deen  Thompson,  Pete 
Harrington  and  Larry  Stairs, 
t 
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ing  bonds  of  our  concerns  and  look  to 
restoring  people  in  trouble  to  their  nor¬ 
mal  life  patterns  as  happy  family  mem¬ 
bers  and  good  citizens.” 

Churches  of  all  denominations  across 
the  state  are  asked  to  observe  the  day 
with  special  services,  visits  to  jails  and 
prisons,  with  guest  speakers,  study- 
discussion  groups  and  other  suitable 
observances.  The  Louisiana  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  and  is  participating  in  the 
observance  of  the  special  Sunday. 


Bishop's  Message 

One  of  our  fine  laymen  at  Pineville,  Mr .  Bill  Wisenbaker, 
recently  offered  a  constructive  suggestion  which  I  now  pass  to 
you. 

He  suggested  that  Christian  people  sound  a  positive  note 
in  the  midst  of  the  internal  turmoil  through  vdiich  our  nation  is 
passing.  Accordingly,  he  has  asked  a  number  of  churches,  re¬ 
ligious  organizations,  ecumenical  groups  and  institutions  to  ob¬ 
serve  a  24 -hour  prayer  vigil  on  December  7  (old  Pearl  Harbor 
Day),  and  that  prayer  be  directed  toward  these  ends: 

1 .  Personal  recommitment  to  the  principles  and 
ideals  which  gave  America  its  moral  strength 
and  greatness . 

2 .  Divine  guidance  for  the  leaders  and  responsible 
officials  of  this  nation  in  all  their  decisions . 

3 .  Openness  to  God's  will  in  human  affairs  as 
specific  help  is  sought,  with  the  consequent 
offering  of  self  toward  the  achievement  of  God's 
purposes  in  personal,  civic,  state,  and  national 
life. 

Surely  Mr .  Wisenbaker  has  a  sound  idea .  Would  you 
care  to  join  him?  If  so,  let  it  be  known  that  your  church  is  open 
for  these  special  prayers  on  that  date,  or  appeal  to  your  friends 
or  congregations  to  do  this,  each  in  his  own  way,  or  do  it  any 
way  you  choose--either  alone  or  as  a  congregation.  Let  us  join 
the  Pineville  lay  people  in  this  effort  to  sensitize  themselves  and 
their  nation  to  the  larger  opportunities  of  this  present  tumultuous 
hour . 

If  we  really  believe  in  prayer,  let  us  pray . 


Faithfully, 


Curriculum  workshops  held 


Korean  educator 
to  speak  at 
Wynn  Church 

Dr.  Kee  Chull  Nam,  President  of 
Mokwon  Methodist  College  and  Grad¬ 
uate  School  of  Theology  in  Korea,  will 
speak  at  Wynn  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Nov.  28,  at  7  p.m.  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  “Korea  Struggles  for  Christ,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mrs.  Hugh  Craig,  Jr.,  chair¬ 
man  of  that  church’s  Work  Area  on 
Missions. 

Mokwon  Methodist  College  is  loca¬ 
ted  in  the  heart  of  South  Korea,  in 
Taejon,  an  educational  and  cultural 
center.  The  school  is  devoted  to  the 
training  of  ministers  for  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  providing  educational  op¬ 
portunities  for  Christians  of  many  de¬ 
nominations,  and  training  Christian 
teachers  to  witness  and  work  in  the 
secular  schools. 

Dr.  Nam  is  well  qualified  for  Chris¬ 
tian  leadership,  having  been  graduated 
from  the  Seoul  Methodist  Seminary  in 
1951,  receiving  two  master  of  arts  de¬ 
grees  (music  and  Christian  Education) 
from  Scarritt  College  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  in  1956  and  1957,  and  another 
in  Systematic  Theology  and  a  Ph.  D. 
from  Emory  University  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  in  1968. 

During  the  Korean  War,  Dr.  Nam 
served  as  an  interpreter  for  the  U.  S. 
Army.  He  was  a  pastor  in  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church  for  six  years  before 
being  chosen  for  a  Crusade  Scholar¬ 
ship.  Upon  his  return  to  Korea,  he 
joined  the  faculty  of  Taejon  Method¬ 
ist  Seminary  (Now  Mokwon  Methodist 
College),  where  he  was  professor  of 
Systematic  Theology,  served  as  dean 
of  students,  and  suteequently  carried 
the  study  in  the  USA,  he  returned  to 
be  elected  president  of  the  seminary. 

Serving  on  the  faculty  and  staff  of 
Mokwon  College  are  six  Methodist 
missionaries  from  the  USA,  including 
James  W.  Spitzkeit  known  to  many 
United  Methodists  of  Louisiana, 
t 

Thibo(daux  Church 
hosts  Growth 
Seminar 

A  Personal  Growth  Seminar  was 
held  Oct.  19-20  at  First  (Thurch,  Thi- 
bodaux.  Eighteen  persons  participated 
in  the  event  which  was  conducted  in 
cooperation  with  the  Continuning  Edu¬ 
cation  Department  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  Dallas.  Instructors  were 
the  host  church  pastor  and  wife,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Robertson. 

A  spokesman  reports  that  the  sem¬ 
inar  is  designed  to  “increase  self-un¬ 
derstanding,  self-acceptance  and  self- 
affirmation  and  our  understanding  and 
acceptance  of  others.”  Its  goals  are 
“similar  to  those  of  transactional  an¬ 
alysis  althou^  the  method  and  ap¬ 
proach  are  different,”  the  spokesman 
reports. 

Persons  desiring  information  on 
such  seminars  may  write  Dick  Marray, 
Continuing  Education  Department, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  S.M.U., 
Dallas,  Tex.,  or  may  contact  Mr. 
Robertson. 
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ON  BEING  THANKFUL  WHEN 

YOU  REALLY  DON'T  FEEL  LIKE  IT  .  .  . 

Some  time  ago  there  appeared  an  article  —  it  may  have  been  in 
TOGETHER  magazine  —  in  which  the  author  imagined  himself  speaking 
before  a  group  of  some  one-hundred  persons  gathered  to  hear  a  Thanks¬ 
giving  message.  The  treatment  of  the  theme  was  memorable  and  went 
something  like  the  following: 

I  thanked  God  for  abundance,  and  forty  persons  lowered 
their  eyes  for  they  were  hungry  and  in  need.  I  thanked  God  for 
health,  and  two  score  persons  were  excluded  from  sharing  my 
praise,  for  their  health  had  failed.  I  thanked  God  for  home  and 
family  and  a  dozen  rose  to  leave,  knowing  that  their  homes  were 
faltering.  I  thanked  God  for  sparing  my  loved  one  in  an  accident, 
and  tears  fell  from  the  cheeks  o£  some  who  had  thus  lost  loved 
ones.  .  . 

And  so  the  list  went  on.  The  truth  which  the  author  was  conveying 
is  evident  and  significant;  that  for  the  Christian  the  expression  of  gratitude 
to  God  is  not  dependent  upon  outward  circumstance  of  good  fortune  or  of 
ill  fate.  As  Christians  are  “God’s  merry  men  when  there  is  nothing  to  be 
merry  about,”  so  are  Christians  “God’s  thankful  persons  where  there  seems 
little  about  which  to  be  thankful.” 

AMERICAN  THANKSGIVING  1973 

It  is  hard  for  us  to  remember  this  because  it  is  natural  and  right  that 
we  thank  God  for  material  and  spiritual  blessings.  Such  is  indeed  a  proper 
and  important  use  of  Thanksgiving.  But  it  seems  especially  important  today 
that  the  church  have  a  word  to  speak  to  those  who  really  do  not  feel  like 
being  thankful;  to  those  who  may  have  little  visible  or  measurable  cause 
for  gratitude.  And  while  it  is  true  that  most  of  us  who  view  this  page  have 
abundant  material  reason  to  be  grateful,  the  list  is  growing  daily  of  those 
who  must  find  their  reason  for  gratitude  in  other  than  material  possessions. 

Thanksgiving  in  America  1973  poses  a  dilemma  for  those  who  see  the 
national  holiday  only  as  a  response  to  material  and  visible  blessings.  For 
these  days  are  not  especially  festive  ones  in  our  land.  And  Thanksgiving 
expressed  only  as  a  festive  mood  is  just  not  honest  with  our  national  situa¬ 
tion.  All  the  more  reason  why  we  must  reaffirm  the  basic  nature  of  Chris¬ 
tian  thanks-giving. 

GOD  IS  FAITHFUL 

The  word  to  which  we  witness  is  that  in  spite  of  what  fortune  or  fate 
may  hand  to  us,  we  may  be  thankful  because  of  one  overriding  fact:  God 
is  faithful.  Life  may  have  dealt  us  rough  blows;  still  God  is  faithful.  Others, 
and  we  ourselves,  may  have  failed;  still  God  is  faithfull.  We  may  have 
been  wronged  and  we  may  have  wronged  others;  God  is  faithful  still.  He 
is  faithful  in  his  providence,  in  his  love  and  in  his  judgment.  He  is  faithful 
in  his  ways  which  are  known  to  us  and  in  those  which  are  mystery  to  us. 

For  the  Christian,  God’s  faithfulness  is  best  expressed  in  the  gift  of 
Christ.  In  him  is  revealed  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life.  Our  thanks-giv¬ 
ing  in  good  times  and  bad  may  have  a  genuinely  joyous  ring  to  it  because 
of  such  faithfulness  on  God’s  part. 

“THE  LUCKIEST  PEOPLE  IN  THE  WORLD” 

We  witness  to  another  reason  for  thanks-giving  which  is  not  depen¬ 
dent  upon  our  fortune  or  our  fate.  That  is  the  fact  . of  people;;  of  persons. 
If  one  dimension  of  gratitude  is  “toward  God,”  then  another  is  “toward 
persons.”  TheThanksgiving^season  can  be  an  occasion  for  us  to  be  more 
aware  of  and  sentitive  to  persons  in  our  lives;  to  be  more  thankful  for  one 
another.  We  may  differ  with  each  other,  we  may  even  be  adversaries.  But 
our  common  involvement  in  the  crisis  and  promise  of  our  time  creates  the 
setting  in  which  “Christian  presence”  can  make  a  truly  redemptive  witness. 
While  no  season  is  necessary  to  say  “1  love  you,”  Thanksgiving  offers  the 
Christian  a  unique  opportunity  to  say  just  this  to  persons  about  him. 


Thanksgiving  1973  finds  Americans  at  a  vital  moment  in  their  his¬ 
tory.  It  is  a  moment  fraught  with  many  discouragements,  but  at  the  same 
time  with  great  promise.  One  example  of  this  promise  is  the  realization 
currently  being  experienced  across  our  land  that  “we  are  in  this  tqgether.” 
We  are  a  people  who  need  people.  And,  as  Barbra  Streisand  sings,  such 
people  are  “the  luckiest  people  in  the  world.”  ' 

This  Thanksgiving  we  may  remember  that  God  is  faithful  and  that 
there  are  persons  in  our  lives  who  love  us  and  who  need  our  love. 


OU  t/ie  V 


Perennial  parable 

Oranges  and  greens  and  yellows  and  reds  and  maroons  and  wines  and 
every  other  conceivable  color,  all  splashed  across  the  landscape  in  one 

glorious  shout  of  praise  to  God!  .  .  .u-  t 

What  a  beautiful  anthem  autumn  has  rendered  this  year!  The  road¬ 
side  scenes  look  literally  delectable,  as  though  some  master  chef  had  out¬ 
done  himself.  But,  as  some  may  soon  observe,  it  is  all  gone  too  soon.  A 
few  fleeting  days  of  splendor  and  then  come  the  long  grays  of  winter.  No 
more  color.  No  beauty.  No  joy. 

But  is  that  really  so?  .  i  u 

It  is  well  at  the  beginning  of  such  a  season  to  remind  ourselves  that 
beauty  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder;  that  it  is  not  so  much  what  we  see 
and  what  happens  to  us  that  determines  our  joy  as  it  is  the  manner  in 
which  we  respond  to  what  we  see  and  to  what  happens  to  us.  One  observer 
looks  upon  the  splendcr  of  fall  and  sees  leaves  that  are  dying.  Another 
beholds  the  beauty  and  miracle  of  maturity. 

But  1  must  quit  with  this  now,  for  there  are  parables  aplenty  here 
for  each  of  us  and  I  won’t  spoil  yours  by  imposing  upon  you  mine. 


Last  chapter  (a  promise): 

Dear  Diane,  It  is  well  with  my  sole 

I  owe  an  apology  to  Diane  Hoskins.  But  the  trouble  is  I  don’t  even 
know  Diane  Hoskins.  But  she  must  know  me,  for  she  took  the  time  to 
write  a  nice  note  to  me  saying  that  she  had  personally  inspected  the  new 
shoes  I  bought  —  a  pair  of  Hush  Puppies  —  and  was  hoping  I  was  en¬ 
joying  them.  She  even  saw  to  it  that  they  were  put  in  a  box  with  a  picture 
of  their  Hush  Puppy  dog  right  on  the  top,  which  picture  now  decorates 
our  4th  grader’s  room. 

But  the  apology  I  owe  to  you.  Miss  Hoskins,  and  I  know  that  you 
must  be  a  very  pretty  girl,  is  that  the  note  you  took  time  to  write  to  me 
and  sign  with  your  very  own  name  and  tuck  inside  my  new  left  Puppy, 
went  undiscovered  for  three  whole  days  while  I  enjoyed  my  new  shoes  at 
home  and  at  work  and  even  on  my  late  night  jogs  during  which  my  new 
Hushes  frolicked  with  other  puppies  in  the  neighborhood. 

You  see,  your  note  didn’t  come  out  of  my  left  shoe  until  that  third 
evening,  so  I  have  been  late  in  acknowledging  your  correspondence.  Yes, 
I  am  enjoying  the  shoes,  thank  you.  No,  there  are  not  any  other  imperfec¬ 
tions  that  I  can  detect  now  that  my  left  foot  feels  a  bit  less  crowded.  So 
please  pardon  me  for  being  this  late  in  responding  to  your  note.  I  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you  in  your  next  communication. 


t 


That's  not  a  bad  affliction  .  .  . 

A  Sunday  School  teacher  asked  his  class  of  Children  “Why  do  you 
love  God?”  One  little  boy  answered  “I  don’t  know,  sir;  I  guess  it  just  runs 
in  our  family.” 
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Asserting  that  in  America  Christianity  is  too  easily 
“confused”  with  secular  culture,  Mr.  Karl  Ordnung, 
an  official  of  the  Christian  Democratic  Union  in 
East  Germany  claimed  that  it  is  easier  in  some  ways 
to  be  a  Christian  in  East  Germany.  One  of  a  group 
of  eight  overseas  church  leaders,  who  came  to  the 
U.S.  on  a  month-long  tour  sponsored  by  the  U.S.A. 
Committee  of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation,  Ord¬ 
nung  told  of  his  own  “about-face”  from  atheism 
when  “overwhelmed  by  the  call  of  Christ”  while  at¬ 
tending  Methodist  services  with  his  wife.  Methodism 
in  East  Germany  constitutes  a  ‘“free  church”  which 
has  never  received  government  support. 

Father  Walter  J.  Cbjek,  a  Jesuit  priest  who 
spent  23  years  in  the  ^viet  Union — most  of  the 
time  in  prison  or  slave  labor  camps  in  Siberia 
—  said  in  an  interview  with  Religious  News 
Service  that  he  favors  the  current  detente  with 
the  Soviet  Union.  But  the  69-year-old  priest 
offered  this  advice:  “Don’t  back  out  of  any 
deals  with  them  (the  Soviets)  but  know  what 
you  are  dmng  and  where  you  stand.  They  have 
a  stronger  ideology  than  we  have  and  we  won’t 
be  able  to  affect  that.  But  we  have  a  stronger 
System  and  they  won’t  be  able  to  change  that.” 

Uniting  two  weak  congregations  in  a  dying  com¬ 
munity  or  having  “union  services”  in  the  Summer 
attendance  slump  and  then  hailing  such  moves  as 
“great  examples  of  Christian  unity”  is  scandalous, 
according  to  Dr.  Jon  Regier,  executive  director  of 
the  New  York  State  Council  of  Churches.  “Churches 
should  work  together  from  points  of  strength  rather 
than  weakness,  emphasizing  not  their  weaknesses 
but  what  they  have  in'  common,”  he  added. 

Dr.  A.  Dale  Fiers,  retiring  chief  executive  of 
The  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
said  in  his  last  State  of  the  Church  address; 
“As  Disciples  of  Christ  we  have  traveled  some 
rugged  h%hways  m  the  last  two  decades  .  .  . 
We  have  gone  throu^  the  process  of  brother¬ 
hood  restructure.  In  the  face  (rf  social  up¬ 
heaval,  war  £Uid  unprecedented  technological 
and  social  change,  we  have  sought  to  define  the 
n^ure  of  our  mission  of  witness  and  service 
to  mankind  in  challenging  and  manageable 
terms.”  “We  should  all  rejoice  that  in  the  dis¬ 
locations  of  these  turbulent  times,  we  have 
not  been  crushed,  left  in  despair,  forsaken  or 
destroyed,”  Fim  said. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Christian  Church  (Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ)  has  rejected  a  move  designed  to 
give  the  denomination’s  General  Board,  which  has 
more  than  200  members,  authority  to  adopt  resolu¬ 
tions  in  its  own  name  between  biennial  assemblies. 
Speaking  for  the  majority  opposing  such  a  policy, 
Randall  West,  a  Peoria,  Ill.,  attorney,  said  such  a 
move  would  shift  “power  from  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  to  the  General  Board,”  and  maintained  further 
that  the  news  media  would  not  distinguish  between 
a  resolution  passed  by  the  General  Board  in  its  own 
name  and  a  statement  made  by  the  denomination. 

“Never — de^te  the  anger  all  of  us  share  at  the 
Yom  Kippur  onslaught  and  despite  ti^  pmn  and 
suffering  it  has  caused — never  has  tt  been  more 
urgent  to  listen  attentively  to  the  voices  of  rea¬ 
son  and  compassum  and  to  esqplore  every  pos- 
s9Ue  means  to  achieve  just  and  durable  peace,” 
said  Bertbam  H.  Gold  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  American  Jewi^  Committee’s  nathmal 
executive  council,  as  he  expressed  hqpe  that 
the  most  recent  Midrfle  East  coidlict  may  have 
(^ned  up  new  understandings  which  cmdd  lead 
lo  better  relations  between  Ar^  and  Israelis. 


Vice  President-designate  Gerald  R.  Ford  of  Michi¬ 
gan  said  in  an  interview  that  he  has  co-sponsored 
legislation  in  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
would  permit  each  state  to  make  a  decision  on 
whether  or  not  they  want  to  go  along  with  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  which  overturned  most 
state  abortion  laws.  Described  by  those  who  know 
him  as  a  “faithful  Episcopalian,”  Ford  opposes 
abortion  on  demand  and  believes  the  power  to  pro¬ 
hibit  or  regulate  abortions  should  be  restored  to  the 
states. 

“To  say  that  cbUdr^  cannot  voluntarily  par¬ 
ticipate  in  giving  thanks  to  their  Creator  in  a 
public  school  is,  in  effect,  a  ban  on  one  face  of 
religious  freedom  ...  I  believe  the  (Supreme) 
Court  has  misinterpreted  the  Constitution,  and 
a  Constitutional  Amendment  to  reinstate  prayer 
in  the  public  schools  appears  to  be  the  only 
viaMe  alternative,”  Rep.  Gerald  Ford  told  a 
radio  audience  in  late  September. 

A  recent  survey  reveals  that  there  are  some  75,000 
black  Southern  Baptists  among  a  total  membership 
of  12.6  million.  The  study  also  revealed  that  731 
predominantly  white  Southern  Baptist  churches  have 
black  members — an  average  of  five  per  church. 
About  68  per  cent  of  white  churches  responding 
to  the  survey  said  they  would  actively  seek  black 
members;  82  per  cent  of  black  churches  said  they 
would  seek  whites. 

A  report  on  Key  73  prepared  for  the  American 
Jewish  Committee  declares  that  the  coopera¬ 
tive  evangelistic  effort  has  launched  “a  signifi¬ 
cant  dialogue  vrithin  the  American  religious 
community”  that  has  had  positive  effects.  Rabbi 
Marc  Tanenbaum',  an  executive  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  citing  some  of  the  positive  aspects,  Siud: 
“American  Christian  leadership,  with  a  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  showed  a  widespread  sensitivity  to  the 
feelings  and  concerns  of  Jews,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  preservation  of  interreli^ous  un¬ 
derstanding.” 

Chile’s  military  government  has  authorized  citizens 
to  surrender  non-registered  weaj^ns  to  Catholic 
parish  priests  without  fear  of  reprisals.  In  the  early 
weeks  following  the  authorization,  “there  was  a 
steady  inflow  of  arms,  which  the  Fathers  turned 
over  to  the  authorities,  keeping  the  identity  of  the 
owners  secret,”  according  to  a  Maryknoll  missioner 
serving  on  the  outskirts  of  Santiago.  One  of  the 
military  junta’s  first  decrees  declared  that  the  pos¬ 
session  of  any  weapons  or  ammunition  was  illegal, 
reportedly  threatening  immediate  execution  for  those 
found  shooting  at  soldiers  or  civilians. 

Growing  concern  over  the  ethical  problems  as¬ 
sociated  with  health  care  has  spurred  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Bishops  of  England  and  Wales 
to  commend  the  creation  of  a  center  for  medical 
ethics  in  London.  The  center  will  bring  together 
and  codify  factual  knowledge  on  ethical  mat¬ 
ters  and  sponsor  research,  both  scientific  and 
theological,  in  areas  of  growing  concern,  in¬ 
cluding  psychiatric  treatment  or  organ  trans¬ 
plant  where  factual  information  is  lacking  and 
where  the  Church’s  position  is  not  yet  explicit. 

A  Lutheran  Church  in  America  management  com¬ 
mittee  was  told  that  spiraling  interest  rates  and  ris¬ 
ing  building  costs  are  resulting  in  “high  indebted¬ 
ness”  and  negatively  affecting  ihe  denomination’s 
ministry.  However,  a  sprokesman  observed  that  the 
“strong  majority”  still  feel  church  facilities  are  neces¬ 
sary  for  effective  ministry. 


A  64-page  “W-partisan”  rep<H4  on  the  Neo- 
Pentecostal  movement  among  Anglicans  in  the 
Sydney  (Australia)  diocese,  examines  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  q>eak- 
ing  in  tongues,  healing,  prophecy  and  other  as¬ 
pects  relating  to  the  Pentecostal  movement.  En¬ 
titled  “Both  Sides  to  the  Question,”  the  report 
also  includes  a  section  on  pastoral  attitudes 
with  regard  to  the  movement,  and  is  regarded 
by  some  as  perhaps  the  first  official  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  spiritual  movement  anywhere. 

The  Dust  of  Death,  by  Os  Guiness,  has  been  se¬ 
lected  by  Eternity  Magazine  as  the  most  significant 
book  of  1973  for  evangelicals,  following  a  poll  of 
reviewers  and  writers.  Published  by  Inter-Varsity 
Press,  the  book  analyzes  both  Western  culture  and 
the  “counter-culture”  and  proposes  Christianity  as 
a  third  alternative.  Among  the  top  25  books.  Word 
Press  of  Waco,  Tex.,  published  five  and  was  named 
“publisher  of  the  year.” 

As  one  of  26  states  responding  to  a  draft  Dec¬ 
laration  on  the  Elimination  of  All  Forms 
Religious  Intolerance,  the  Vatican  has  urged 
the  United  Nations  to  revise  the  proposed  dec¬ 
laration  on  religious  freedom  and  place  a  great¬ 
er  emphasis  on  public  worship  and  on  the  free¬ 
dom  ^  religious  groups  as  well  as  individuals. 

Spokesmen  for  the  International  Confederation  of 
Christian  Family  Movements  (ICCFM)  announced 
at  a  press  conference  in  Rome  a  world  assembly  on 
the  family  which  will  be  held  next  Summer  in  the 
cast  African  country  of  Tanzania.  With  the  theme, 
“Family  Power,”  the  16-days  long  assembly  will  be 
co-sponsored  by  the  Family  Education  Office  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  will  meet  at  Dar- 
Es-Salaam. 

Nationally-known  radio  and  television  news  cor¬ 
respondent  Pauline  Frederick  (Mrs.  Charles 
Robbins)  has  been  elected,  among  four  new 
members,  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  American 
University — a  United  Methodist-related  insti¬ 
tution  in  Washington,  D.C. 


NEW  YORK  —  Charles  B.  (Bud)  Wilkinson,  member  of 
football’s  Hall  of  Fame,  sports  commentator  and  head 
of  a  Dallas  marketing  firm,  has  been  named  national 
chairman  for  the  33ra  annual  interfaith  National  Bible 
Week,  to  be  observed  this  year  from  Nov.  18-25.  Mr. 
Wilkinson  quarterbacked  the  University  of  Minnesota 
team  during  the  1930s.  From  1949  to  1963  he  was  head 
coach  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma  where  his  teams 
won  145  games,  lost  29  and  tied  4.  The  Sooners’  47 
straight  victories,  from  1953-57.  are  an  all-time 
national  record.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Citizen’s  Ac¬ 
tion  Program  of  the  National  Council  on  Crime  and 
Delinquency  and  immediate  past  president  of  the 
National  Center  for  Voluntary  Action.  He  was  con¬ 
sultant  to  President  Nixon  and  a  member  of  the  White 
House  staff  during  1969-71.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Annual  School  of 
Christian  Mission 
at  St.  Mark's 

The  Annual  School  of  Christian 
Mission  will  be  held  at  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church,  149  North 
Fourteenth  Street,  Baton  Rouge,  for 
three  evenings,  Sunday,  Nov.  25;  Mon¬ 
day,  Nov.  26  and  Wednesday,  Nov.  28, 
from  6  to  9  p.m.,  according  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Alice  Quiett,  chairman.  Work 
Area  in  Missions. 

The  theme  will  be  “Mission  Possible 
—  Through  Study.”  Willard  B.  Chris- 
entery,  a  member  of  St.  Mark  Church 
and  principal  of  Belfair  Elementary 
School,  will  serve  as  dean.  The  Rev. 
Robert  Williams  is  pastor. 

Instructors  and  the  courses  they  will 
teach  are:  the  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Cal¬ 
vin,  Sr.,  pastor.  Camphor  Memorial, 
“Justice,  Deliberation  and  Develop¬ 
ment”;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas, 
secretary,  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women,  “Women:  Over 
Half  the  Earth’s  People”;  Mrs.  Inez  W. 
Chrisentery,  member-at-large,  J  uris- 
diction  United  Methodist  Women  and 
member  of  St.  Mark  Church,  “Con¬ 
temporary  Christians  and  Their  Writ¬ 
ings”;  Mrs.  Verna  Brown,  Mrs.  Lorita 
Frank,  Mrs.  Helen  Williams  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Alice  Quiett,  all  of  St.  Mark, 
and  instructors  of  children,  will  teach 
the  course:  “Everybody  Needs  a 
Home”;  Mrs.  Lois  R.  Heath,  Mrs. 
Brenda  Canty,  Mrs.  Marion  Griffin 
and  Mrs.  Mildred  Bowie,  all  of  St. 
Mark  Church  will  teach  the  course  for 
Youth,  “Justice,  Deliberation  and 
Development.” 

An  invitation  is  extended  to  other 
Churches  in  the  area  to  attend  the 


Op  en  House 
at  new  Monroe 
District  parsonage 

Open  House  was  held  at  the  new 
Monroe  District  parsonage  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  21,  from  three  to  five  o’clock. 
District  Trustees  and  their  wives  as¬ 
sisted  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  C. 
Frazier,  Jr.,  in  greeting  guests  from 
the  62  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
the  district. 

The  home,  which  is  located  at  2108 
Elmwood  Drive  in  the  Oak  Park  sub¬ 
division  of  Monroe,  was  purchased  at 
a  cost  of  $51,500  by  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  in  July  of  this  year  culminating 
a  10-month  search  by  the  district  trus¬ 
tees,  W.  D.  Cotton,  chairman,  H.  B. 
Cruthirds,  secretary,  Grayson  Guthrie, 
Jr.,  treasurer,  William  R.  Baker, 
Charles  Hamaker,  Frank  E.  Maxwell, 
Jr.,  and  Joe  Rolfe  White.  The  former 
parsonage  was  sold  for  $33,000. 

The  new  parsonage,  constructed  five 
years  ago  on  a  large  wooded  lot,  is  a 
one-story  brick  home  built  in  the  tra¬ 
ditional  style  of  architecture.  Situated 
on  an  attractively  landscaped  site,  it 
contains  a  foyer,  living  room,  dining 
room,  a  large  den — with  fireplace — 
which  overlooks  a  patio,  garden  and 
back  yard,  a  spacious  kitchen  and 
breakfast  area,  office,  three  bedrooms, 
utility  room,  storage  room,  two-and-a- 
half  baths,  and  a  double  carport  at  the 
rear. 

t 


school.  Registration  fee— Adults,  ^0; 
children  and  youth  .25.  For  further  in¬ 
formation,  contact  Mrs.  Ouiett  at  342- 
3163. 

t 


Grayson  Guthrie,  Jr.,  Monroe  District  trustee,  greets  Mrs.  Mike 
Cage,  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  Monroe,  during  Open 
House  for  the  new  district  parsonage.  Looking  on  are  District 
Superintendent  Clyde  Frazier,  Mrs.  Frazier  and  Mrs.  Guthrie. 


New  Monroe  District  par¬ 
sonage  purchased  in  July 
of  this  year. 


Minister  serves  as  chef 

on  Wednesday  mornings 


The  Rev.  Jim  Wilson,  minister  at  NLU  Wesley 
Foundation,  plays  the  role  of  chef  every  Wed¬ 
nesday  morning  when  he  prepares  the  weekly 
Wesley  breakfast.  Two  of  his  breakfast  spe¬ 
cialties  are ‘‘Tasmanian  Wiffenpoof”  (an  elaborate 
jelly  roll)  and  ‘‘good  old  American  bacon  and 
eggs.”  (NLU  Photo) 
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“Tasmanian  Wiffenpoof  (an  elaborate  jelly  roll) 
and  good  old  American  bacon  and  eggs”  are  two  of 
the  Rev.  Jim  Wilson’s  breakfast  specialties. 

Minister  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  on  campus, 
Mr.  Wilson  plays  the  role  of  chef  every  Wednesday 
morning  around  seven  as  he  prepares  the  weekly 
Wesley  breakfast. 

“With  Jim  in  the  kitchen  there  is  no  telling  what 
the  menu  will  be — but  by  luck  it  is  always  good,” 
said  Jennette  Bison,  secretary  of  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion.  Cooking  breakfast  is  only  one  of  Mr.  Wilson’s 
responsibilities.  He  also  serves  as  counselor,  preach¬ 
er,  teacher  and  a  friend  to  the  students. 

“The  most  interesting  thing  about  me  is  my  job,” 
he  said.  “There  is  always  something  happening  and 
1  enjoy  the  excitement.” 

“YOUNG  AT  HEART” 

Citing  a  typical  day,  he  told  of  how  he  counseled 
various  young  people  who  had  been  arrested  on  drug 
and  shoplifting  charges,  advised  an  engaged  couple 
on  their  marriage  plans,  listened  to  family  problems 
of  several  students,  prepared  two  meals  for  and  held 
a  conference  with  a  group  of  visiting  ministers  along 
with  his  daily  work. 

Many  students  who  visit  Wesley  said  they  en¬ 
joyed  talking  with  Mr.  Wilson  because  he  is  “young 
at  heart,”  up-to-date  and  knowledgeable  on  current 
problems.” 

He  said  although  he  enjoyed  his  busy  schedule, 
it  often  keeps  him  from  spending  extra  time  with  his 
three  adopted  children — Vickie,  10,  Jamie,  8,  and 
Kathy,  13  months.  “My  children  are  the  greatest 
and  they’re  number  one  in  my  life,”  he  said. 


NOT  BUSY  ENOUGH 

Preaching  is  not  a  new  experience  for  Mr.  Wilson 
who  delivers  sermons  to  a  congregation  of  students 
every  Sunday  morning  in  the  Wesley  Chapel.  He 
also  is  the  pastor  of  The  Eros  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  he  delivers  a  9:30  a.m.  sermon  each 
Sunday  morning.  He  served  as  pastor  of  several  local 
churches  in  Kentucky  before  coming  to  NLU.  “Al¬ 
though  I  enjoyed  pastoring  the  church,  there  just 
wasn’t  enou^  to  do,”  he  said. 

A  native  of  Kentucky,  he  received  his  B.A.  de¬ 
gree  from  Asbury  College  in  1960  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Lexington  Theological  Seminary  hr 
1964.  After  graduating  he  served  as  the  campus 
minister  of  Eastern  Kentucky  University  for  five 
years.  Since  coming  to  NLU  four  years  ago,  he  has 
helped  the  Wesley  Foundation  grow  into  a  more 
active  Christian  center  where  students  meet  for  Bible 
studies,  luncheons,  fellowships,  and  church  services. 

GIVE  OF  THEMSELVES 

Mr.  Wilson  said  his  goals  have  been  to  estab¬ 
lish  Wesley  as  a  place  of  worship  with  a  community 
atmosphere  where  students  can  find  opportunities 
for  religious  education  and  Christian  service. 

“I  encourage  the  students  to  give  of  themselves 
in  Christian  service  because  helping  others  is  the 
only  way  one  can  show  God’s  love,”  he  said.  To 
provide  opportunities  for  service,  Mr.  Wilson  has 
initiated  many  programs,  such  as  helping  under¬ 
privileged  families  and  tutoring  children  through 
Wesley. 

by  Linda  Lockwood 
Pow  Wow  Staff 
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GRACE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  in  Ruston  observed  “Char¬ 
ter  Day’’  on  Sunday,  Nov.  4. 
Ministers  who  have  served  the 
church  since  it  was  chartered  in 
1950  include:  Douglas  L.  McGuire, 
1950-54;  H,  Preston  Holley,  1954- 
55;  Henry  C.  Blount,  1955-60; 
George  W.  Ross,  1960-63;  Wilson 
L.  Watson,  1963-67;  George  W. 
Harkins,  1967-68;  Robert  W. 
Bengtson,  1968-70;  and  Wesley  0. 
Lynch,  Jr.,  1970-. 

McGuire  united  methodist 

Church  of  West  Monroe  hosted  the 
third  Missionary  Conference,  Oct. 
26-28.  The  guest  speakers  were 
the  Rev.  Harold  Spann,  assistant 
to  the  president  at  Asbury  College 
in  Wilmore,  Ky.;  Ajith  Fernando 
of  Ceylon  (now  called  Sri  Tauka), 
who  is  a  senior  at  Asbury  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary;  and  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Phil  Thornton  of  St.  Augus¬ 
tine,  Tex.,  who  will  be  leaving 
as  missionaries  to  Columbia  in 
December.  Approximately  $6000 
was  pledged  for  missionary  work 
above  World  Service  askings.  The 
Rev.  John  H.  Sewell  was  host 
pastor. 

SLAUGHTER  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  recognized  Laymen’s  Day 
with  Bernard  Maglone,  lay  leader, 
in  charge  of  the  service.  Guest 
speaker  for  the  morning  service 
was  Heniy  E.  Palmer  of  Jackson 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Palmer  is 
presently  Registrar  of  Voters  of 
East  Felicjana  Parish.  Several 
Slaughter  laymen  also  participated 
is  the  service.  The  Rev.  Bob 
Burgess  is  their  pastor. 

UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  of 
Slaughter  have  retained  one  spe¬ 
cial  project  from  WSCS  days.  It 
is  the  sponsorship  of  an  elderly 
woman  patient  at  the  East  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  Hospital  in  Jackson. 
The  ladies  have  furnished  spend¬ 
ing  money,  gifts  on  special  oc¬ 
casions,  visits,  cards  and  letters 
and  also  have  taken  her  out  for 
rides  on  certain  occasions. 

WORLDWIDE  COMMUNION  Sunday 
speakers  at  Wesley  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  were 
Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  and  Dr. 
Robert  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge 
District  superintendent.  Bishop 
Crutchfield  presented  the  Com¬ 
munion  message.  The  Rev. 
Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  was  host 
pastor. 

REP.  RICHARD  BAKER  was  the 
guest  speaker  on  Laity  Day  at 
Bethel  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Pride.  He  was  assisted  by 
Richard  Jones.  Rep.  Baker  is  the 
son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hugh 
Baker  of  Shreveport.  The  Rev. 
Burl  Dampier  is  the  Bethel  pastor. 

DR.  PORTER  CROW  of  West  Palm 
Beach,  Fla.,  was  the  speaker  when 
women  of  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  held 
the  Service  of  Celebration,  Oct.  27. 


THE  ELYSIAN  FIELDS  United 
Methodist  Church  at  New  Orleans 
will  celebrate  its  25th  anniversary 
the  weekend  of  Nov.  16-18.  Guest 
speaker  at  the  Friday  evening 
program  will  be  a  former  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Dan  Tohline,  who  is  now 
pastor  in  Jonesboro.  Charter 
members  will  be  honored  at  the 
Sunday  service.  The  Rev.  T.  R. 
Bergeron,  Sr.,  will  be  host  minister. 

THE  NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
Youth  Rally,  held  in  First  Church, 
New  Orleans,  Nov.  10,  featured 
two  students  from  Asbury  College, 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  —  Jim  Young  and 
Dave  Wilson. 

THE  REV.  MILTON  GUTTIERREZ 
was  guest  speaker  at  two  Sunday 
morning  services  in  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Monroe,  Nov.  4.  Mr.  Gut- 
tierrez  formerly  worked  with  the 
Rev.  James  Stovall,  St.  Paul  min¬ 
ister,  when  they  were  in  Lafayette 
and  New  Orleans.  He  is  presently 
minister  to  youth  at  University 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas,  Tex. 

BEEKMAN  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  held  a  revival  Nov.  8-10 
with  the  Rev.  Louis  Roos,  pastor 
of  the  Beekman  and  Bastrop 
Memorial  Churches,  bringing  the 
messages. 

A  MINISTERS’  “WE  CARE”  Mis¬ 
sion  is  being  held  in  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  at  Jones¬ 
boro,  Nov.  13-15.  The  Rev.  Dan 
Tohline  is  host  pastor. 

HENNING  MEMORIAL  CHURCH 
in  Sulphur  held  a  Thanksgiving 
Family  Night  on  Nov.  7.  Enter¬ 
tainment  included  a  men’s  chorus, 
a  duet  by  Julie  and  Judy  Thorn¬ 
ton,  and  a  puppetshow  directed  by 
Mrs.  Roy  Stokes  and  Mrs.  Don 
Morgan.  The  Rev.  Warren  Blake- 
man  is  the  Henning  pastor. 

NAPOLEON  AVENUE  UNITED 
Methodist  Church,  New-  Orleans, 
will  be  host  to  an  Open  Forum  on 
Camping  on  Monday,  Nov.  26,  at 
7:30  p.m.  Host  pastor  will  be  the 
Rev.  M.  C.  Cady. 

DR.  BEN'  OLIPHINT,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas,  Tex.,  and  former  Louisiana 
minister,  will  preach  during  a 
revival  to  be  held  in  the  Mansfield 
United  Methodist  Church,  Nov. 
25,  26  and  27.  The  Rev.  Edward 
0.  Pickens  is  the  Mansfield 
minister. 

A  BOOK  FAIR  was  held  in  the 
children’s  wing  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  Oct. 
31,  Nov.  1  and  2.  Profits  are 
used  to  add  books  to  the  children’s 
library.  Mrs.  Tom  Richardson  and 
Mrs.  Bruce  Richardson  were  co- 
chairmen  of  the  book  fair. 

M.H.  CONSOLVER,  pneral  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Every  Member  Com¬ 
mitment  Program  in  First  Church, 
DeRidder,  has  announced  that 
Loyalty  Sunday  was  held  Nov. 
11.  Visitor  training  session^  were 
held  Oct.  30  and  Nov.  6,  and  a 
congregational  dinner  was  held 
Nov.  4.  The  Rev.  Odell  Simmons 
is  the  pastor. 


A  UNION  THANKSGIVING  Day 
Service  will  be  conducted  in 
Parker  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  at  10  a.m. 
The  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  former  mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  Philippines  who  is 
now  in  charge  of  the  New  Orleans’ 
ministry  to  Spanish  Americans, 
will  be  the  speaker;  The  Rev. 
Albert  S.  Hurley  will  be  host 
pastor.  Members  of  Rayne  Memo¬ 
rial  and  Napoleon  Avenue  Churches 
will  join  in  the  service. 

A  THANKSGIVING  REVIVAL  will 
be  held  in  Grace  Church,  Ruston, 
Nov.  25-28.  Guest  evangelist  will 
be  the  Rev.  George  W.  Ross,  a 
former  pastor  of  Grace  Church 
who  is  now  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 
Host  pastor  will  be  the  Rev. 
Wesley  0.  Lynch,  Jr. 

THE  VIVIAN  United  Methodist 
Church  has  scheduled  Dr.  Kee 
Chull  Nam,  president  of  Mokwon 
Methodist  College  and  Graduate 
School  of  Theology  in  Korea,  to 
speak  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  27  at  10 
a.m.  on  the  subject,  “Korea 
Struggles  for  Christ.”  The  Rev. 
Louis  Coppage  is  the  Vivian 
pastor. 

LASSEIGNE  MEMORIAL  UNITED 
Methodist  Youth,  LaPlace,  col¬ 
lected  $158  for  UNICEF  recently. 
M.  C.  McKinney,  Richard  DeLong 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Day  drove  the 
youth  and  Reid  Day  was  in  charge 
charge  of  the  project. 

CADDO  HEIGHTS 
OBSERVES  VNINIVERSARY 

Caddo  Heights  church  in  Shreveport 
observed  its  30th  anniversary  in  spe¬ 
cial  services  Sunday,  Oct.  28.  District 
Supeiinlcndent  Dr.  Carl  Lueg  delivered 
I  he  sermon  at  the  morning  worship 
service.  The  Rev.  Rupert  D.  Coles, 
pastor,  presided.  Following  lunch,  a 
Service  of  Reminiscing,  including  a  re- 
\  iew  of  the  church’s  history,  was  held. 

The  program  prepared  for  the  day 
stated  that  “in  March  of  1943  a  small 
group  of  people  met  in  the  home  of 
Howard  P.  Martin  ...  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  organizing  the  Caddo  Heights 
Methodist  Church.  They  were  led  by 
the  Rev.  Stanley  J.  Cope,  a  local  min¬ 
ister  and  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Freeman,  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.”  The  church  was 
officially  organized  on  Nov.  1  of  that 
\ear  with  33  members  on  roll. 

The  church  has  had  twelve  minis¬ 
ters  during  its  30  year  history, 
t 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Beading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

National  Bible  Week 
Nov.  18 — Sun.  AJMt.  Deut.  5:1-10 


PJW.  Matt.  7:7-14 
Nov.  19  AJMt.  Psalm  3:1-8 

PJW.  John  12:44-50 
Nov.  20  AJU.  Psalm  118:14-29 
PJMt.  Act.  2:37-47 
Nov.  21  A.M.  Isaiah  40:  25-31 
PJMt.  Eph.  4:20-32 

Nov.  22  . A.M.  Psalm  100 

PJM.  PhU.  4:5-13 
Nov.  2  AJM.  Jere.  17:9-14 

P.M.  1  John  1:1-10 
Nov.  24  .  AJVI.  Isaiah  65:  17-25 
PJMt.  Heb.  4:12-16 
Nov.  25— Smi.  AJMt.  Prov.  1:2-9 
PJMt.  Rev.  21:1-7 


SPECIAL  NOVEMBER 
EMPHASIS  AT  SLIDELL 

Slidell  United  Methodists  are 
emphasizing  “What  is  the  Church 
Doing?  ’  during  the  four  Sundays 
of  November. 

Agencies  and  services  projected 
are:  Nov.  4,  Methodist  Home 

Hospital  Ministry,  of  which  the 
Rev.  Richard  Walton  is  director; 
Nov.  11,  Community  Service  Cen¬ 
ter  which  helps  in  the  rehabilita¬ 
tion  of  the  ex-prisoner  (in  con¬ 
nection  with  this,  a  forum  on  Re¬ 
form  of  Louisiana  Penal  ^stem 
Nov.  12  was  sponsored  by  Slidell 
religious  groups,  with  Ms.  Elayn 
Hunt,  director  of  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corrections,  as  the 
speaker);  Nov.  18,  St.  Mark’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  New  Orleans  of 
which  Bob  Brown  is  director;  Nov. 
25,  Peoples  Community  Center, 
New  Orleans,  the  Rev.  William 
London,  director. 

The  Slidell  minister  is  the  Rev. 
Phil  Woodland. 

t 

ROBERT  LANEY  KUHN  has  been 
added  to  the  staff  of  First  United 
Methodist  in  Jonesboro  as  director 
of  youth  activities  and  religious 
education.  He  is  from  Metairie 
where  he  has  been  active  in  the 
Munholland  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University  in  Hammond.  He  will 
be  working  with  the  Rev.  Dan 
Tohline, 


Recipients  of  the  Out¬ 
standing  Layman  and 
Outstanding  Laywoman 
awards  at  Algiers  United 
Methodist  Church  on 
Laity  Day  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gene  T.  Cole  shown 
here.  Dr.  A.  W.  Town¬ 
send  (center),  pastor 
made  the  presentation. 
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Dr.  Porter  Crow,  educator  from  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.  (at  right), 
was  guest  speaker  when  United  Methodist  Women  at  Noel  Memo¬ 
rial  Church  held  their  organizational  Service  of  Celebration  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  27.  Others  in  photo  (from  left)  are  Dr.  Benedict  A. 
Galloway,  pastor,  who  installed  the  officers;  Mrs.  Crow  and  Mrs. 
C.  Lane  Sartor,  president  of  the  new  organization.  (Other  officers 
are:  Mrs.  Ann  Nelson,  vice-president,  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Beard, 
treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Beard,  Jr.,  secretary.) 


DeRIDDER  INSTALLS 
UMW  OFFICERS 

Officers  of  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  of  First  Church,  DeRidder,  were 
recently  installed  by  the  Rev.  Odell 
Simmons,  pastor.  Mrs.  Rosa  McCul¬ 
lough  will  serve  as  president  for  the 
year,  1973-74. 

Other  officers  include  Miss  Marie 
Williams,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Nor- 
mand  Terry,  secretary.  Chairpersons 
include:  Mrs.  Clyde  Gehron,  Nominat¬ 
ing  Committee;  Mrs.  Leon  Dimand, 
Program  Resources;  Mrs.  Jim  Mann, 
Membership;  Mrs.  Vivian  Nelson, 
Social  Involvement;  Mrs.  Macom  A. 
Rathbum,  Christian  Global  Concern; 
Mrs.  Odell  Simmons,  Christian  Person- 
hood;  Mrs.  Johnny  Nelson,  Sup^rtive 
Community;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Lewis,  re¬ 
porter;  and  Mrs.  Carroll  B.  Lambert, 
nursery  coordinator. 

The  Pledge  Service  was  conducted 
by  Mrs.  Terry,  treasurer  on  the  local 
and  district  level. 

Plans  were  announced  fro  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Boutique  to  be  held  Dec.  1 ,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Creative  Christian  Link. 
Also  for  a  Green  Tea  and  Open  House 
to  be  Sunday,  Dec.  16,  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  McCullough.  Proceeds  from  the 
Boutique  will  be  sent  to  Dulac  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  and  those  from  the 
Green  Tea  will  be  used  for  other  mis¬ 
sions.  Mrs.  Johnny  Nelson  gave  the 
closing  prayer,  which  was  followed  by 
a  fellowship  hour. 
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CORRECTION 

The  item  in  the  Nov.  8  issue  of 
Louisiana,  page  5,  concerning  Shreve¬ 
port  District  officers  of  United  Meth- 
(.xlist  Women  should  have  stated  that 
Mrs.  Wiley  B.  Gardner  is  the  newly 
elected  president;  Mrs.  Jack  E.  Carl¬ 
isle,  the  retiring  W.S.C.S.  district  pres¬ 
ident,  and  Mrs.  G.  E.  Huffman,  presi¬ 
dent  of  St.  Luke’s  U.M.W.  where  the 
Service  of  Celebration  was  held.  We 
apologize  for  our  error. 

t 

ASBURY  CHURCH  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  of  Lafayette  held 
their  first  night  meeting,  Nov.  6. 
Featured  speakers  were  Mrs.  James 
Caraway,  wife  of  the  pastor,  and 
Aruna  and  Prakash  Bhuta,  of  India, 
who  are  teaching  assistants  at  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Loui¬ 
siana  while  working  on  doctoral 
degrees. 


SOUTHSIDE  UNITED  Methodist 
Youth  and  four  adults  traveled  via 
“Blue  Goose’’  to  the  Louisiana 
State  Fair  recently.  The  youth 
spent  the  day  seeing  exhibits, 
riding  rides  and  attending  the 
grandstand  show.  Gene  and  Dean 
Boozer  are  counselors;  the  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner  is  pastor  at  Southside 
Church  in  Monroe. 


FROM  LEFT:  Mrs.  Louis  M.  Bennett,  chairman  of  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  who  was  keynote  speaker;  Mrs. 
Carlyle  Chapman,  newly  elected  vice-president;  Mrs.  Walter  H. 
Brock,  new  president;  and  Mrs.  P.  J.  Fetch,  president  of  UMW  at 
Istrouma  United  Methodist  Church,  setting  of  meeting. 


UMW  of  Baton  Rouge  District  organize 


At  a  historic  meeting  Oct.  20  in 
the  Istrouma  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Baton  Rouge  District  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women  was  of¬ 
ficially  organized.  Convening  the  ses¬ 
sion  were  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock,  dis¬ 
trict  president  of  the  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service,  and  Mrs.  Carlyle 
Chapman,  district  chairman  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  whose  two 
groups  were  involved  in  the  merger. 

Highlighting  this  first  annual  meet¬ 
ing  was  the  election  of  Mrs.  Brock 
as  president  and  Mrs.  Chapman  as 
vice-president.  Mrs.  K.  Frances  Clem 
was  chosen  secretary  and  Mrs.  Clif¬ 
ford  Ratliff,  treasurer. 

Mrs.  Louis  M.  Bennett  of  Monroe, 
chairman  of  the  Conference  WSG,  was 
the  keynote  speaker  of  the  morning, 
bringing  to  the  group  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  and  challenges  of  the  new  or¬ 
ganization.  She  was  introduced  by 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas,  conference 
secretary,  UMW. 

Of  special  interest  was  a  report  by 
Mrs.  Ernest  Canty  of  the  recent  1973 
Assembly  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Other 
features  of  the  morning  included  the 
recognition  of  retiring  officers  by  Mrs. 
Inez  W.  Chrisentery,  member-at-large 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
UMW;  the  pledge  service  conducted 
by  Mrs.  R.  H.  Brupbacher,  Jr.,  the 
retiring  treasurer,  and  the  service  of 
installation  by  ^e  Rev.  Robert  L. 


Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge  district  super¬ 
intendent. 

Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  minister 
of  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  brought  the  closing  meditation 
“Celebate  the  New.”  To  conclude  the 
morning  Mrs.  Ardessie  C.  Prophet, 
conference  vice-president  (UMW),  led 
in  the  song  celebration.  Mrs.  Murphy 
H.  Roberts,  retiring  vice-president  of 
the  district  WSCS,  planned  the  en¬ 
tire  morning’s  activities. 

A  luncheon  at  Istrouma  Church  fol¬ 
lowed  with  Mrs.  P.  J.  Petch,  president 
of  the  UMW  of  the  church,  and  her 
unit  serving  as  hostesses.  The  Rev.  J. 
Taylor  Wall  was  host  minister. 

Other  district  officers  elected  and 
installed  include  Mrs.  Brupbacher,  as¬ 
sociate  treasurer;  Mrs.  Albert  H.  Jones, 
Sr.,  Mrs.  Ford  H.  Longsdorf,  Mrs.  L. 
W.  Eaton  and  Mrs.  Marcus  L.  Burks, 
mission  coordinators;  Mrs.  John  W. 
Webb  Jr.,  secretary  of  program  re¬ 
sources;  Mrs.  John  Nelson,  chairper¬ 
son  of  committee  on  membership; 
Mrs.  J.  A.  McCarstle,  chairperson  of 
committee  on  nominations;  Mrs.  Willie 
Harris  Sr.,  Miss  Virtle  T.  Jones,  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Brooks,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Babin, 
Mrs.  Charles  Titkemeyer  and  Mrs. 
John  O.  Cook,  members  of  committee 
on  nomination. 

— by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Darden 

Baton  Rouge  District  UMW  installation 


t 


AT  LEFT:  Mrs.  A.  M.  L.  Mogh,  wife  of 
the  pastor  at  Round  Grove  Church  in 
Shreveport  installs  newly  elected  officers 
of  United  Methodist  Women  at  recent 
Service  of  Celebration  shared  by  women 
on  Johnson  Circuit  and  Round  Grove.  AT 
RIGHT:  Punch  and  cake  were  served  the 
ladies  who  attended  the  Johnson  Circuit- 
Round  Grove  celebration.  The  Rev.  Caria 
L.  Sneed,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  Church  at 
Campti  and  speaker  for  the  occasion,  is 
pictured  at  left. 
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LESSON  FOR  NOVEMBER  25: 

hy  thesEditor 

"Always  Of  Good  Courage" 

ORIENTATION;  With  today’s  lesson  we  complete 
the  first  quarter  of  the  1973-74  church  school 
year.  The  theme  for  this  quarter  (Sept.-Oct.- 
Nov.)  has  been  THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING 
TO  PAUL.  The  first  two  of  this  quarter’s  units 
have  been  entitled  Ministry  of  Reconciliation 
and  The  Message  of  Reconciliation.  We  com¬ 
plete  today  the  quarter’s  third  and  last  unit  en¬ 
titled  The  Life  of  Reconciliation.  Our  lesson 
for  Nov.  25  is  entitled  Always  of  Good  Courage. 

THE  SCRIPTURE  LESSON;  2  Corinthians  4;J 
throi^  5;10 

MEMORY  SELECTION;  We  know  that  if  the  earth¬ 
ly  tent  we  live  in  is  destroyed,  we  have  a  build¬ 
ing  from  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens. — 2  Corinthians  5;1 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  see  that  the  rec¬ 
onciled  life  is  a  life  marked  by  hope;  to  see  that 
suffering,  “man’s  extremity,”  is  in  re^Hy  “God’s 
opportunity” — that  God’s  grace  is  sufficient  for 
man’s  needs;  to  see  that  the  life,  death  and  res¬ 
urrection  of  Jesus  Christ  are  God’s  sign  and 
seal  upon  life;  that  they  are  symbol  and  expres¬ 
sion  of  victory — that  as  Jesus  Christ  was  vic¬ 
torious  over  man’s  last  great  enemy,  death,  so 
man  need  not  falter  before  his  greatc^  fears;  to 
see  that  the  Christian  is  afforded  the  resources 
to  be  “alvrays  oi  good  courage.” 

*  Ik 

THE  RECONCILED  UFE;  CHARACTERIZED 
BY  HOPE 

We  come  to  the  final  lesson  both  in  this  unit 
and  in  this  quarter  of  study.  Our  quarter’s  theme  has 
been  The  Gospel  According  to  Paul  and  our  unit 
title  has  been  The  Life  of  Reconciliation.  Space 
allows  only  a  brief  recap  of  this  great  theme  of  re¬ 
conciliation. 

By  his  sin  man  has  separated  himself  from  fel¬ 
lowship  with  God.  The  great  good  news  is  that  God 
desires  that  this  fellowship  be  restored.  But  Paul 
saw  that  his  readers  were  wrongfully  striving  to  ac¬ 
complish  this  restoration  by  a  strict  keeping  of  the 
law  in  an  effort  to  win  God’s  favor.  Such,  he  says, 
is  not  the  function  of  the*  law. 

Man  may  indeed  be  reconciled  to  God,  says 
Paul,  but  not  by  his  strict  observance  of  the  law. 
This  reconciled  state  is  the  result  of  the  free  gift 
of  God’s  grace,  acknowledged  and  appropriated  by 
man’s  response  of  faith.  This  is  the  great  good  news 
of  the  gospel.  It  brings  man  to  that  relationship  with 
God  which  our  unit  has  called  the  life  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  For  our  puipose  today  we  gain  a  better  insight 
by  referring  to  this  state  as  that  of  the  reconciled  life. 

The  quality  of  hope  is  one  of  the  great  charac¬ 
teristics  of  the  reconciled  life.  It  is  a  life  identified 
by  hope;  a  life  infused  with  hope.  It  is  a  life  which 
uses  hope,  reflects  hope  and  makes  hope  one  of  its 
gifts  to  others.  As  Christians  we  may  rejoice  in  our 
hope!  That  such  hope  is  possible  is  good  news  for 
our  world. 

Our  procedure  today  will  be,  as  previously,  to 
examine  this  theme  as  reflected  in  our  scripture.  Our 
quotations  are  again  from  The  New  Testament  in 
Modern  English,  the  translation  by  J.  B.  Phillips. 

“NOTHING  CAN  DAUNT  US” 

This  is  the  ministry  which  God  in  his  mercy 
has  given  us,  and  nothing  can  daunt  us. 

— 2  Corinthians  4:1 

The  fourth  and  fifth  chapters  of  2  Corinthians 


form  a  great  statement  of  Christian  faith  and  vic¬ 
tory.  In  4: 1  Paul  seeks  to  acknowledge  the  fact  that 
such  truths  are  God’s  creation  and  wisdom  and  are 
not  man’s  idea.  Our  ministry  as  Christians,  the  mes¬ 
sage  we  proclaim,  and  the  reconciled  life  in  which 
we  are  West  to  participate  are  all  the  creation  of 
God  and  are  not  in  any  degree  our  own  doing.  This 
may  seem  obvious  to  us;  it  is  a  simple  truth  but  a 
profound  one  of  which  we  can’t  remind  ourselves 
too  often.  It  is  by  God’s  good  mercy  that  we  benefit 
from  the  reconciled  life  and  not  because  of  any 
cleverness  of  our  own. 

It  can  be  a  recurring  source  of  strength  to  us  to 
realize  that  the  message  we  have  to  share  with  the 
World  is  not  dependent  upon  our  own  creativeness 
to  originate.  We  are  witnesses  to  what  God  has  done 
and  is  doing,  and  because  we  are  witnesses  to  such 
truth  “nothing  can  daunt  us.’’  It  is,  again,  impor¬ 
tant  for  modem,  sophisticated  man  to  remember 
this.  To  do  so  is  not  to  demean  ourselves  to  any 
degree;  it  is,  rather,  to  recognize  a  fundamental 
truth  which  makes  the  gospel  what  it  is:  God’s  good 
news  and  not  just  man’s  l^st  wishes. 

With  this  assurance  to  strengthen  him,  Paul 
proceeds  to  look  at  some  harsh  realities  of  the  hu¬ 
man  situation. 

KNOCKED  DOWN  BUT  NOT  OUT 

We  are  handicapped  on  all  sides,  but  we  are 
never  frustrated;  we  are  puzzled,  but  never  in 
depair.  We  are  persecuted,  but  we  never  have 
to  stand  it  alone:  we  may  be  knocked  down 
but  we  are  never  knocked  out! 

— 2  Corinthians  4:8,  9 

What  a  tremendous  statement  this  is!  These 
words  are  not  just  the  casual  remarks  of  one  who 
had  never  known  suffering.  They  are  the  witness  of 
one  who  had  suffered  much  and  had  found  a  grace 
sufficient  for  all  his  needs. 

Resilience — the  capacity  to  recover  from  adver¬ 
sity — is  a  great  quality  of  the  human  spirit.  It  is  a 
human  quality  which  is  further  enriched,  ehhaneed 
and  strengthened  by  the  courage,  faith  and  hope 
which  the  reconciled  life  affords. 

But  we  should  not  be  unrealistic  about  the  harsh 
realities  of  life.  Nothing  in  the  Christian  faith  is  de¬ 
signed  to  shield  man  from  the  true  fact  of  life’s  hard¬ 
ship,  suffering  and  sorrow.  Life  is  rough;  it  is  hard. 
Someone  has  wisely  said  “Be  kind.  Everyone  you 
meet  is  having  a  hard  time  of  it.” 

Authentic  Christian  faith  acknowledges  that  sor¬ 
row  is  real,  that  suffering  is  a  present  and  painful 
reality  and  that  death  is  a  fact.  Paul  acknowledges 
these  but  goes  beyond  them.  “Every  day  we  experi¬ 
ence  something  of  the  death  of  Jesus,  so  that  we 
may  also  know  the  power  of  the  life  of  Jesus  in  these 
bodies  of  ours  .  .  .  and  we  know  for  certain  that  he 
who  raised  the  Lord  Jesus  from  death  shall  also 
raise  us  with  Jesus”  (2  Cor.  4:  11,14). 

The  reconciled  life,  characterized  by  Christian 
hope,  enables  us  to  look  at  life  straight  on  and  then 
go  further.  No  rose-colored  glasses,  to  shade  out  the 
harsh  realities,  are  needed.  Life  is  tough  but  with 
God  there  is  a  way.  We  may  be  knocked  down  but 
we  are  never  knocked  out. 

Perhaps  it  is  at  this  point  that  our  rhetoric — for 
which  we  Christians  are  famous — can  get  in  our  way. 
It  is  easy  to  speak  such  words;  it  is  another  thing 
to  live  the  tryth  which  they  express.  And  by  our 
own  strength  we  are  unable  to  do  so.  But  it  is  at 
this  point  that  the  reconciled  life,  marked  by  the 
quality  of  Christian  hope,  breaks  open  to  us  the 
resources — beyond  those  of  our  own  power — which 
enable  us  to  cope.  Paul  refers  to  these  next. 


OUR  INNER  NATURE  RENEWED  EVERY 
DAY 

This  is  the  reason  we  never  collapse.  The  out¬ 
ward  man  does  indeed  suffer  wear  and  tear,  but 
every  day  the  inward  man  reeeives  fresh 
strength. 

— 2  Corinthians  4:16 

Paul  is  giving  witness  to  an  experienee  which 
persons  of  faith  have  shared  throughout  the  cen¬ 
turies.  Our  Lord  speaks  of  this  resource:  “I  have 
food  to  eat  that  you  do  not  know  about”  (John  4: 
32).  Lamentations  records  a  similar  experience:  “The 
steadfast  love  of  the  Lord  never  ceases,  his  mercies 
never  come  to  an  end;  they  are  new  every  morning; 
great  is  thy  faithfulness”  (Lam.  3:22,  23). 

The  Christian  may  be  of  good  courage  always 
because  of  such  “well-springs”  of  spiritual  nourish¬ 
ment.  Again,  here  is  an  aspect  of  our  faith  which 
has  suffered  in  some  circles  because  of  the  rhetoric 
we  have  used  in  witness  to  it;  but  that  does  not  ne¬ 
gate  its  truth.  It  could  be  interesting  and  helpful 
for  members  of  your  class  to  try  to  share,  in  “new 
words,”  devoid  of  the  customary  rhetoric,  some  per¬ 
sonal  experiences  of  such  nourishment  of  their  spirit. 

Paul  moves  now  to  express  yet  one  more  reason 
that  man  may  be  “always  of  good  courage.” 

EARTHLY  TENT  AND  HEAVENLY  HOUSE 

For  we  are  looking  all  the  time  not  at  the  visi¬ 
ble  things  but  at  the  invisible.  The  visible 
things  are  transitory:  it  is  the  invisible  things 
that  are  really  permanent.  We  know  .  .  .  that 
if  our  earthly  dwelling  were  taken  down,  like  a 
tent,  we  have  a  permanent  house  in  heaven, 
made,  not  by  man,  but  by  God. 

— 2  Corinthians  4:18 — 5:1 
Paul  here  expresses  twp  great  ideas.  One  reveals 
a  revolutionary  way  of  looking  at  life.  It  expresses 
yet  another  gift  made  possible  through  the  recon¬ 
ciled  life:  to  be  able  to  live  in  the  present  and  yet 
look  beyond  to  the  eternal. 

Reconciled  man  is  given  new  values;  he  sets  the 
things  of  the  spirit  above  the  things  of  the  world. 
He  is  given  new  vision;  he  looks  for  the  eternal  hid¬ 
den  amidst  the  temporal.  He  is  given  new  under¬ 
standing;  he  sees  beyond  the  immediate  meaning  of 
a  situation  to  those  dimensions  which  are  of  ulti¬ 
mate  import.  He  is  given  new  sight;  upon  seeing  a 
neighbor  he  beholds  a  brother.  He  is  given  new 
hearing;  he  perceives  not  only  the  word  but  senses 
the  human  need  veiled  by  the  audible  expression. 
The  reconciled  man  is  given  a  new  vision.  He  sees 
in  the  present  those  things  which  are  eternal. 

The  second  great  idea  expressed  above  by  Paul 
reflects  the  greatest  evidence  of  Christian  victory: 
that  in  his  own  way  God  has  provided  for  our  lives 
here  and  hereafter.  The  last  enemy  to  be  defeated  is 
death.  In  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  God  ac¬ 
complished  this  victory.  In  the  light  of  such  a 
mighty  act,  how  could  any  follower  of  his  Lord  not 
be  “always  of  good  courage”? 

NOTE:  With  the  lesson  for  Dec,  2  we  begin  a 
new  quarter’s  study,  the  theme  of  which  is  THE 
GOSPEL  OF  JOHN:  We  are  happy  to  announce 
that  our  guest  writer  for  the  Sunday  School  Lessons 
for  this  quarter  will  be  Dr.  Ethan  W.  Dodgen,  re¬ 
tired  member  of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference  now 
living  in  Siloam  Springs,  Ark.  Dr.  Dodgen  is  a  wide¬ 
ly  known  and  much  beloved  minister  and  we  wel¬ 
come  him  to  this  page. 

NEXT  SUNDAY;  Why  the  Gospel  of  John?  John 
20;  30-31;  1:6-13;  17;l-3 
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Overhaul  of  diacohate  askea 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  complete 
overhaul  of  the  diaconate  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  has  been  pro¬ 
posed  by  a  denominationai  agency 
here.  The  shifts,  if  eventually  ap¬ 
proved,  would  elevate  deaconesses  to 
the  same  level  as  pastoral  ministers. 

Proposals  for  a  “permanent  diacon- 
ate”  were  developed  within  the  Cmn- 
mittee  on  Deaconess/Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Service  of  the  Church’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  draft  document 
was  discussed  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  agency  in  Ciuoinnati  and  has  now 
been  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry  in  Nash¬ 
ville  for  consideration. 

It  is  expected  that  the  suggestions 
will  find  their  way  to  a  Commission 
on  the  Study  of  Ministry  which  will 
report  to  the  denomination’s  legislat¬ 
ing  General  Conference  in  1976. 

The  ministry  of  the  United  Methc^- 
ist  Church  is  now  historically  organ¬ 
ized  along  two  levels,  basically  the 
same  as  that  found  in  Anglicanism, 
out  of  which  Methodism  ardse. 

Fully  ordained  United  Methodist 
ministers,  men  and  women,  ire  called 
“elders”'  (Anglicans  use  the  word 
spriest”  and,  in  most  areas,  limited 
the  order  to  men).  “Deacon”  is  a 
lower,  preliminary  level  of  ofdinatioa. 
In  addition,  the  Church  has  deacones¬ 
ses  who  are  consecrated  and  given  spe¬ 
cial  recognition  but  are  not  compar¬ 
able  to  deacons  seeking  elder  orders. 

The  Committee  on  Deaconess/ 
Home  Missionary  Service  feels  that 
neither  deacons  or  deaconesses  as  cur¬ 
rently  defined  should  be  “merely  auxi- 
Tiary”  to  elders  but  should  have  a 


“distinctive”  standing  more  in  keepmg 
with  practices  in  the  early  Christian 
Church.  There  are  about  300  United 
Methodist  deaconesses.  They  are  as¬ 
signed  to  a  variety  of  ecclesiastical 
and  social  service  posts. 

In  explaining  the  proposals  on  the 
“permanent  diaconate,”  Allene  Ford, 
the  executive  in  charge  of  deacones¬ 
ses,  said,  “The  hc^  is  to  restore  the 
New  Testament  understanding  of  the 
ministry  of  deacon  as  a  distinct  order 
in  serving  ministry  —  not  as  a  way 
station  toward  a  higher  order  or  or¬ 
dination.” 

According  to  the  document,  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  diaconate  would  not 
only  meet  specific  needs  but  would 
also  create  an  order  that  might  be 
more  appropriate  for  the  many  United 
Methodist  clergr  who  now  hold  special, 
non-pastoral  appointments. 

“And  are  there  not  many  others— 
medical  doctors,  teachers,  social  ser¬ 
vice  workers  —  who  would  eagerly 
qualify  and  enlist  in  a  properly  con¬ 
ceived  diaconate?”  the  paper  asked. 

At  its  Cincinnati  meeting,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Deaconess/Home  Missimi- 
ary  Service  also  asked  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Certification  Council  to  “ser¬ 
iously  consider”  dropping  the  word 
“Methodist”  from  the  name  of  a  Pike- 
ville,  Ky.  hospital  where  non-profes¬ 
sional  workers  are  on  strike. 

The  committee  felt  the  Church’s 
name  should  not  be  associated  with 
the  hosjfjital  until  administrators  have 
“responsibly”  dealt  with  the  labor  ques¬ 
tion. 

.  ^  t 


Contributions  for  this  column  should 
be  written  briefly  and  bear  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  writer.  What  appears 
here  does  not  necessarily  represent  the 
point  of  view  of  this  publication  and  the 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  withhold, 
edit  for  space,  or  print  contributions. 

WOMEN’S  DIVISION  DOESN’T 
REPRESENT  HER 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Women’s  Division 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10027 
Ladies: 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  the  reso¬ 
lution  you  passed  urging  the  im¬ 
peachment  of  the  President  does  not 
represent  my  opinion.  If  this  is  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  hysterical  response  you 
make  to  the  hysterical  publicity  in¬ 
flicted  on  us  daily,  it  is  very  doubtful 
you  will  ever  represent  me. 

I  consider  it  my  responsibility  as  a 
Christian,  a  citizen  of  this  democracy 
and  an  active  Methodist  to  practice  an 
objective  and  prayerful  concern  for 
my  country.  If  ever  those  who  repre¬ 
sent  Christ  on  earth  look  for  the  worst 
in  men  and  listen  unquestioningly  to 
destructive  reports,  how  long  can  this 
nation  endure? 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Miss)  Marjorie  H.  Holloway 
Holly  Ridge,  La. 
c.c.  The  Louisiana  Methodist 
t 

BOARD’S  ACTION  “VERY  BAD 
MISTAKE” 

Dear  Sir: 

1  had  just  read  the  Bishop’s  article 
“The  Truthful  Good  News”  and  had 
just  said  Amen.  Then  I  looked  and 
read  the  article  on  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  the  note  that  they  made  on 
impeachment  of  the  President  of  the 


United  States.  I  will  admit  it  bothered 
me  very  much.  It  is  really  hard  for 
anyone  to  believe  that  a  group  of  re¬ 
sponsible  people  could  come  up  with 
a  vote  such  as  this,  but  it  is  in  black 
and  white  on  page  ten  of  last  week’s 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 

This  was  poorly  timed  and  a  very 
bad  mistake,  especially  when  our  Pres¬ 
ident  needs  our  backing  and  he  really 
deserves  it. 

It  is  my  sincere  belief  that  this  is  a 
time  for  all  “to  seek  God  and  His 
righteousness”  and  stop  downing  our 
President.  In  other  words,  “He  or  she 
that  is  without  sin  cast  the  first  stone.” 

Rev,  Paul  Durbin 
Retired 
Minden,  La. 
t 

METHODIST  MINISTERS 
“QUENCHED”? 

Dear  Sir: 

1  think  the  Methodist  hierarchy  is 
a  political  machine,  operating  more 
for  its  own  benefit  than  for  God.  If  I 
am  wrong,  I  apologize. 

The  statistics  of  the  denomination 
parallel  the  deterioration  of  its  min¬ 
istry,  I  am  not  saying  there  are  no 
faithful  Methodist  ministers;  I  am  say¬ 
ing  that  those  who  do  desire  to  preach 
and  teach  Jesus  Christ  are  quenched 
by  the  hierarchy.  I  am  sorry. 

I  suggest  that  the  preachers  who 
want  the  same  salaries  as  high  level 
professionals  go  out  and  take  some  of 
those  jobs  and  if  they  have  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  make  for  God,  let  it  be  done 
as  laymen. 

Thank  you. 

Respectfully, 

Martha  W.  Curtis 
Pecan  Grove,  Ark, 
t 


Indian  Leaders  Thank 
Church  for  Help 

NEW  ORLEANS,  La.  (UMC) — 
Thanks  for  a  church  that  became  “ac¬ 
tively  engaged  in  situations  which  are 
denying  people  the  right  to  live”  was 
expressed  by  American  Indian  leaders 
here  Oct.  26. 

Dennis  Banks,  executive  director  of 
the  American  Indian  Movement,  told 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  that  Indian’s  former 
“extreme  criticism  of  the  churches” 
for  their  “failure  in  social  responsi¬ 
bilities”  had  been  answered  in  part  by 
two  United  Methodists  who  ‘“placed 
themselves  between  the  lines  of  fire” 
at  Wounded  Knee,  S.  D.,  and  started 
negotiations  to  end  the  crisis.  The 
men  were  the  Rev.  Homer  Noley, 
Global  Ministries  field  representative 
for  Indian  work,  and  the  Rev.  John  P. 
Adams,  director  of  law  and  justice  for 
the  church’s  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety. 

t 

Religious  Alternatives 
To  Violence  Stressed 

NEW  YORK  (UMC) — Religion  in 
American  Life  (RIAL)  unveiled  its 
new  campaign  materials  at  a  press 
briefing  here  October  23. 

The  interfaith  campaign,  which  be¬ 
gan  Nov.  1,  is  based  on  the  theme: 
“The  community  of  God.  Make  it  your 
way.”  Special  emphasis  of  the  mes¬ 
sage  is  the  religious  alternatives  to 
violence.  Executive  vice  president  of 
RIAL  is  the  Rev.  David  W.  Gockley, 
a  United  Methodist  minister. 


Washington  Buildup’s 
Syndxdic  Value  Praised 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC) — 
The  United  Methodist  Building  here 
is  a  symbol  “capable  of  nourishing 
what  is  good  and  desirable  and  ide^ 
in  our  national  consciousness,”  a  Su¬ 
preme  Court  justice  said  October  21, 

In  a  service  celebrating  the  build¬ 
ing’s  50th  aimiversary  as  a  center  for 
social  action,  Associate  Justice  Harry 
M.  Blackmun  outlined  the  relation¬ 
ships  of  law  and  morality.  He  pointed 
out  that,  though  “our  performances 
dlways  fall  short  of  our  goals,  the 
structure’s  presence  and  activity  have 
been  a  great  force  and  accomplish¬ 
ment.” 

t 

Church  and  Economic 
Development  Studied 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.  C.  (UMC) 
—  In  the  South,  the  future  of  the 
church  and  economic  development  arc 
largely  dependent  upon  each  other, 
United  Methodist  Church  leaders  were 
told  here  Oct.  17. 

To  escape  from  a  “colonialism”  dic¬ 
tated  by  economic  decisions  made  else¬ 
where,  the  church  must  now  make 
reconciliation  and  justice  the  frame¬ 
work  for  development,  the  Rev.  Ted 
McEachem  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  as¬ 
serted  to  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Council  on  Ministries.  He  urged 
the  church  to  attune  itself  to  a  pop¬ 
ulation  growth  that  will  be  primarily 
urban,  but  to  keep  the  area’s  cities 
from  going  the  way  of  the  metropolis 
elsewhere  in  conflict  and  pollution  and 
politics. 


Rhod  esian  bishop  to  receive  UN  award 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)— Bishop  Abel 
T.  Muzorewa,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Rhodesia  Area  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  considered  perhaps 
the  leading  spokesman  for  civil  and 
human  rights  of  Africans  in  Rhodesia, 
is  one  of  six  persons  named  to  receive 
an  international  award  from  the 
United  Nations. 

Announcement  of  the  human  rights 
award  was  made  by  the  United  Na¬ 
tions.  Another  of  the  recipients  is  for¬ 
mer  United  Nations  Secretary-General 
U  Thant,  Bishop  Muzorewa  is  the  only 
church  figure  among  the  six. 

The  bishop,  who  is  president  of  the 
African  National  Council,  an  organi¬ 
zation  working  for  majority  govern¬ 
ment  in  Zimbabwe  (Rhodesia),  has 
been  invited  to  New  York  for  a  special 
session  of  the  United  Nations  General 
Assembly  Dec.  10,  to  receive  the 
award. 

It  was  not  known  as  of  Oct;  31 
whether  Bishop  Muzorewa^  whose 
travel  papers  were  taken  away  in  1972 
by  Prime  Minister  Ian  Smith’s  white 
minority  government,  will  be  able  to 
attend.  The  bishop  spoke  before  the 
United  Nations  ^curity  Council  in 
early  1972  on  behalf  of  the  African 
National  Council  and  its  large  con¬ 
stituency.  He  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  ecclesiastical  leader  to  have  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Security  Coimcil. 

The  General  Assembly  President, 
Leopoldo  Benites  of  Ecuador,  in 
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speaking  of  the  awards  recipients  said, 
“Bishop  Muzorewa,  with  complete 
self-abnegation  and  in  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  circumstances  is  working  to  de¬ 
fend  human  rights  in  Southern  Rho¬ 
desia.” 

On  a  three-day  visit  to  the  United 
Nations  and  the  United  States  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1972,  Bishop  Muzorewa  told  the 
Security  Council  that  “no  settlement  to 
the  Rhodesia  problem  (5,500,000 
blacks  ruled  by  250,000  whites)  can 
be  achieved  without  the  active  partici¬ 
pation  of  the  African  people,  through 
the  leaders  of  their  choice,  in  the 
actual  process  of  negotiation  leading 
to  any  settlement  to  be  approved  by 
them.” 

At  a  United  Nations  press  confer¬ 
ence  he  startled  some  of  the  corres¬ 
pondents  as  he  observed  quietly,  “As 
a  minister  of  religion  involved  in  a 
moral  issue,  I  sometimes  start  press 
conferences  with  prayer.”  Whereupon 
he  closed  his  eyes  and  addressing 
“God  of  all  people  of  all  colors,”  he 
prayed  briefly  for  help  to  “live  as- 
Thy  children”  in  peace  and  brother¬ 
hood. 

The  bishop  also  addressed  the 
1972  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  drew  a  standing  ovation 
with  his  plea  for  justice  in  Rhodesia 
through  “non-violence,  negotiation  and 
reason.”  His  message  closed  with  the 
Words,  “I  love  the  church.  I  love  you 
all.” 


PAGE  NINE 


In  Nashville  Board  meeting, 
Oct.  31-Nov.  1 


Higher  Education  and  Ministry: 

^^move  to  the  offensive’^ . personnel  changes 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMQ— Per¬ 
sonnel  actions  dominated  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  here  Oct.  31-Nov.  1,  with  the 
election  of  one  new  top  executive  and 
changes  for  three  others. 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Thornburg, 
46,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Peoria,  Ill., 
was  named  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  for  the  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry.  He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Gerald 
O.  McCulloh,  who  after  20  years  in 
the  post  was  reassigned  as  associate 
general  secretary  for  special  services, 
a  new  position  for  the  board. 

The  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps,  in  edu¬ 
cation  leadership  training  here  for  the 
past  ten  years,  was  elected  associate 
general  secretary  for  the  Division  of 
Lay  Ministries,  a  position  he  had  held 
in  an  acting  status  since  January.  The 
Rev.  John  D.  Humphrey  was  ad¬ 
vanced  from  assistant  to  associate  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  for  administration.  All 
other  professional  staff  members  were 
re-elected  for  the  coming  year. 

The  board  also  nominated  unani¬ 
mously,  for  General  Council  of  Min¬ 
istries  confirmation,  its  general  sec¬ 
retary,  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter. 
Actually  on  the  job  only  three  months, 
Dr.  Trotter  was  formally  installed  at 
a  worship  service  during  the  meeting 
here,  by  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr., 
board  president. 

Major  business  actions  of  the  board 
included  agreement  to  enter  a  one- 
year  trial  of  central  support  services 


with  the  neighboring  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship,  to  combine  treasury,  per¬ 
sonnel,  mailing  and  similar  operations; 
joined  other  church  boards  who  will 
pay  their  members  not  only  travel 
costs  but  costs  of  child  care  where 
needed  when  members  are  on  board 
business;  established  a  National  Com¬ 
mission  for  United  Methodist  Higher 
education  to  study  the  problems  fac¬ 
ing  colleges  related  to  the  church,  and 
options  open  to  them. 

The  national  commission  is  to  have 
seven  task  forces  to  gather  facts  re¬ 
garding  the  problems  and  to  analyze 
them  in  order  to  develop  options  that 
can  be  developed  to  meet  them.  The 
principal  problems,  as  outlined  by  the 
Rev.  Fred  E.  Harris,  associate  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  for  the  Division  of  High¬ 
er  Education,  are  college-church  rela¬ 
tions,  college -state  relations,  institu¬ 
tional  governance  and  management, 
academic  delivery  systems  and  “how 
our  institution  states  its  value  sys¬ 
tems.” 

In  his  first  report  to  the  board.  Dr. 
Trotter  called  for  church-related  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  to  move  from 
a  defensive  to  an  offensive  stance  at 
a  time  when  the  historic  advantages  of 
public  higher  education,  such  as  free 
tuition,  fade  away. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  that,  as  a  teacher, 
he  had  hopes  that  the  church’s  schools 
and  its  professional  ministry  may  be 
mobilized  to  “turn  the  nation  around.” 
Before  coming  here,  he  was  dean  and 
professor  of  religion  and  arts  at  the 


School  of  Theology,  Claremont,  Calif. 

The  new  ordained  ministry  execu¬ 
tive,  Dr.  Thornburg,  will  begin  his 
Nashville  work  Jan.  1.  Following  pas¬ 
torates  in  Chicago  and  Northbrook, 
Ill.,  and  Bethel,  Conn.,  he  has  been 
at  the  Peoria  church  which  has  more 
than  4,000  members,  the  largest  in  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Other  stop  staff  members  elected  by 
the  board  include  Edwin  E.  Smith,  Jr*, 


Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of  church 
school  publications  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  told  a  recent  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  the 
governing  body  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House,  that  a  decline  in 
the  sale  of  curriculum  is  related  to  a 
crisis  in  church  school  education.  He 
said  that  during  the  last  17  years  there 
has  been  a  decline  of  30  percent  in 
church  school  enrollment. 

Dr.  Watts  said  the  curriculum  edi¬ 
tors  and  planners  are  aggressively  at¬ 
tempting  to  meet  the  pluralistic  needs 
of  the  10-million  meml^r  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  “We  are  providing  a 
variety  of  resources  so  that  people  will 
not  feel  locked  into  any  one  resource,” 
he  saick  “People  have  said,  ‘Give  us  a 
choice.’  We  are  doing  our  best.” 

He  made  particular  reference  to 


treasurer;  the  Rev.  Woodrow  Geier, 
director  of  information  and  publica¬ 
tion;  Dr.  Reber  Boult,  legal  counsel; 
Dr.  Harris,  associate  general  secretary 
for  higher  education;  and  the  Rev.  A. 
Purnell  Bailey,  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary  for  Chaplains  and  Related  Min¬ 
istries;  the  Rev.  Richard  H.  Bauer, 
executive  secretary  for  the  Office  of 
Personnel. 
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“Good  News,”  an  unofficial  caucus  of 
evangelical  United  Methodists  which 
has  been  particularly  critical  of  the 
curriculum  resources.  While  Dr.  Watts 
said  he  and  his  staff  are  open  to  sug¬ 
gestions  and  criticisms  from  any  par¬ 
ticular  interest  group  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  keep  any  group  from  con¬ 
trolling  the  curriculum  of  the  church. 

Book  Editor  Emory  S.  Bucke  also 
referred  to  the  ‘“Good  News”  caucus 
by  saying  that  their  concerns  had 
prompted  the  production  of  more 
books  for  an  evangelical  audience. 
“Good  News  started  out  as  a  bel¬ 
ligerent  movement  but  they  have  be¬ 
come  helpful,”  he  said.  “‘The  United 
Methodist  Church  needed  the  kick  in 
the  pants  which  Good  News  gave  it. 
They  have  helped  us  see  our  role  as 
publisher  for  a  pluralistic  church.” 


‘Crisis’  in  church  school  prompts 
pluralistic  approach  in  curriculum 


International-Intercultural  Studies  group  approves  1974  projects 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  Representatives 
of  the  37  colleges  and  universities  related  to  the  As¬ 
sociation  of  Colleges  and  Universities  for  Intema- 
tional-Intercultural  Studies  (ACUIIS)  met  here  Oct. 
26-27,  elected  officers,  approved  the  membership  of 
the  first  state-supported  college,  and  approved  five 
major  study  projects  for  students  and  faculty  during 
1974. 

ACUIIS  was  incorporated  in  1967  as  a  consor¬ 
tium  of  United  Methodist  colleges  organized  for  co¬ 
operative  planning  and  development  of  international- 
intercultural  education  in  the  United  States  and 
abroad.  Related  to  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  ACUIIS  involves 
35  United  Methodist  schools  and  Presbyterian  Col¬ 
lege,  Clinton,  S.  C.  Newest  member,  approved  at 
the  October  meeting,  is  Pan-American  College,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Tex.,  a  state-supported  four-year  coeduca¬ 
tional  institution,  with  more  than  4,000  students. 

Dr.  Richard  N.  Bender  is  executive  director  of 
ACUIIS  which  has  a  budget  of  more  than  $250,000 
annually,  including  nTembership  dues,  student  fees 
for  projects,  grants  from  the  U.S,  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  the  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment,  private  sources,  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

« 

The  Graz  Center,  most  popular  among  the 
ACUIIS  programs,  will  ^host  its  sixth  summer  pro¬ 
gram  during  seven  weeks  of  July  and  August,  1974. 
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Approximately  125  students  and  50  faculty  and 
family  members  will  be  offered  four  courses:  Balkan 
Studies,  Russian  and  Soviet  Studies,  Central  and 
European  Studies  and  music  through  the  American 
Institute  of  Musical  Studies.  Dean  of  the  1974  Graz 
program  will  be  Dr.  Charles  Semke,  professor  of 
psychology  and  director  of  counselling  at  Westmar 
College,  Le  Mars,  la. 

An  unusual  1974  seminar  will  be  a  month’s  study 
of  the  “cradle  of  the  evolutionary  theory”  with  a 
tour  jn  the  Galapogos  Archipeloga,  Charles  Darwin 
Research  Station,  and  side  trips  to  Quito,  Ecuador, 
and  Panama.  Two  weeks  will  be  spent  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  Birmingham-Southern  College  in  preparation 
for  the  expedition.  Working  from  a  cruise  yacht,  the 
30  students  and  a  4  faculty  members  and  profes¬ 
sional  persons  will  focus  their  study  on  South  Amer¬ 
ican  art,  history,  geology  and  tropical  biology.  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  porject  will  be  Birmingham-Southern 
professor  of  biology  Dr.  Dan  C.  Holliman. 

Approximately  25  faculty  members  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  study  program  on  “Socio-Economic  De¬ 
velopment  in  Pakistan”  June  17-Aug.  5  with  a  week 
of  orientation  in  Washington,  D.C.  Director  of  the 
program  will  be  Dr.  George  Montagno,  director  of 
non-Western  studies  at  Mount  Union  College,  Al¬ 
liance,  Ohio. 

A  six-week  seminar  of  “Latin  America  in  the 
Modern  World”  will  involve  approximately  25  stu¬ 


dents  during  the  summer  with  major  attention  on 
Columbia  and  Peru. 

Approximately  50  students  and  three  faculty 
members  will  participate  in  a  United  Nations  sem¬ 
inar  Jan.  1-15  to  be  directed  by  Dr.  Leonard  Kra¬ 
mer,  professor  emeritus  of  Nebraska  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity  who  serves  part-time  as  assistant  director  of 
ACUIIS. 

ACUIIS  also  will  co-sponsor  a  year-abroad  pro¬ 
gram  with  the  University  of  Evansville  (Ind.)  with 
students  based  at  Harlaxton,  England. 

In  addition  to  expanding  operations  abroad, 
ACUIIS  sponsors  a  wide  variety  of  projects  on  the 
campuses  of  the  participating  colleges.  The  coop¬ 
erative  effort  enables  the  member  schools  to  grant 
academic  credits  to  the  participating  students. 

Re-elected  president  of  ACUIIS  for  a  second, 
two-year  term  was  Dr.  John  Van  Valkenburg,  vice 
president  of  Huntington  College,  Montgomery,  Ala. 
Elected  vice-presidents  of  six  regions  were:  Dr.  J. 
Hamby  Barton,  dean  at  Southwestern  College,  Win¬ 
field,  Kans.;  Dr.  Exalton  Delco,  dean  of  Huston- 
Tillotson  College,  Austin,  Tex.;  Dr.  Andrew  Talton, 
professor  of  French  and  director  of  international 
center  at  Baldwin-Wallace  College,  Berea,  Ohio;  Dr. 
Dan  Holliman,  professor  of  biology  and  department 
chairman,  Birmingham-Southern  College;  Chaplain 
C.  W.  Gibson,  Randolph-Macon  College,  Ashland, 
Va.;  and  Dr.  William  Kornegay,  dean  at  Bethune- 
Cookman  College,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 
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In  a  Halloween  atmosphere  United  Methodist  Men  of  Wesley  Church, 
Sulphur,  recently  hosted  the  men  of  Maplewood  and  Henning  United 
Methodist  Men’s  groups.  The  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman,  pastor  at 
Henning  Memorial  Church,  (standing)  provided  the  program  which 
focused  on  the  theme:  “God  With  Us.”  The  Rev.  Walter  Clarke  is 
pastor  of  the  host  church.  Nearly  thirty  men  attended. 
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Mark  Pomeroy,  Susan  Faust,  Bill  Willis  and  Susan  Moody  (left  to 
right)  appear  in  appropriate  attire  for  the  old  fashioned  Halloween 
Party  sponsored  by  the  UMYF  at  St.  Luke’s  Church  in  Shreveport. 
Entertainment  included  a  hot  dog  roast,  bobbing  for  apples,  relays 
and  other  group  games  and  a  “scary  movie.” 
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Steve  Reeves,  lay  speaker  on  Laity  Sunday  at  Lasseigne  Memorial  Church, 
LaPlace,  is  shown  with  the  sign  he  designed  to  illustrate  his  presentation 
on  the  growth  of  the  church.  A  graduate  of  Louisiana  Tech,  Reeves  is  an 
engineer  with  Shell  Oil  Co.,  Norco.  He  is  chairman  of  his  church’s  Board 
of  Education.  (L’OBSERVATEUR  photo) 


Thirty  children  showed  up  for  the  Kindergarten- Elementary  Hal¬ 
loween  Party  at  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur.  They  were  entertained 
by  witch,  spook  and  ghost  performances  in  the  "Goblin  Room.” 
Following  the  Sunday  evening  party,  they  formed  a  choir  and 
sang  for  the  evening  service. 
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Publishing  House  sales  gain 


LAY  LEADER  IRBY  GAMBLE 
presided  over  the  Laity  Day 
service  at  First  Church,  St. 
Joseph.  Ruth  Morse  and  Buster 
Page,  members  of  the  church’s 
Youth  Sharing  Group,  participated, 
and  Le  Grand  Sloane,  chairman  of 
the  Commission  on  Evangelism 
gave  the  message  at  St.  Joseph 
and  at  Wesley  Churches.  The 
Rev.  Fred  St.  Amant  is  pastor  of 
both  churches. 

THE  RUSTON  COMMUNITY-wide 
Thanksgiving  service  is  sponsored 
by  the  Ruston  Ministerial  Al¬ 
liance,  of  which  the  Rev.  Merlin 
W.  Merrill,  Methodist  minister,  is 
chairman,  and  was  held  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  Nov.  14  in  the  First  Baptist 
Church. 

RAYNE  MEMORIAL  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  held  two  sessions 
for  the  study  of  “Women;  Over 
Half  the  Earth’s  People”,  —  on 
Nov.  6  and  13.  Miss  Fannie 
Rayne  Russ,  chairman  of  mission¬ 
ary  education,  was  in  charge  of 
the  program. 
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NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
closed  its  fiscal  year  July  31,  1973, 
with  net  sales  of  $36,063,457,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  nearly  $4  million  over  the 
previous  year,  it  was  reported  here  at 
the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Publication,  governing  body  of  the 
Publishing  House. 

Reporting  to  the  45-member  board 
was  John  E.  Procter,  president  and 
publisher.  Mr.  Procter  reported  net  in¬ 
come  of  $768,553,  an  increase  of 
$231,120  over  the  previous  year. 

In  related  action  the  board  agreed 
to  contribute  $400,000  of  the  net  in- 


DR.  LAMAR  SMITH,  pastor  of 
University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  was  the 
speaker  in  the  Gonzales  United 
Methodist  Church,  Nov.  11,  during 
their  Stewardship  and  Evangelism 
dinner.  The  Rev.  C.  B.  Humphreys 
was  host  pastor. 


come  to  the  church’s  pension  program 
for  ministers  and  their  dependents. 
The  balance  was  retained  for  addition¬ 
al  services,  specifically  new  book¬ 
stores,  and  to  combat  “inflationary 
trends.” 

Nlr.  Procter  also  reported  that  a 
decline  in  sales  of  curriculum  re¬ 
sources  over  the  past  five-year  period 
has  been  slowed.  He  expressed  hope 
that  the  trend  could  be  reversed  by 
the  end  of  the  current  fiscal  year.  De¬ 
cline  in  curriculum  sales  for  1972-73 
was  3.89  percent  or  $399,343  while  the 
percentage  for  the  previous  year  was 
11.31  or  $1,317,878. 

The  Publishing  House,  with  admin¬ 
istrative  offices  and  printing  facilities 
.in  Nashville,  also  has  five  regional  ser¬ 
vice  centers  and  28  Cokesbury  Book¬ 
stores.  The  newest  bookstore  will  open 
in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  in  mid-November.  Mr. 
Procter  said  it  is  hoped  that  two  stores 
can  be  opened  each  year  until  a  total 
of  50  is  reached. 

Abingdon,  the  book  publishing  di¬ 
vision  of  the  Publishing  House,  pro¬ 


duced  83  new  titles  during  the  past 
year.  The  Abingdon  Bible  Commen¬ 
ts  continued  to  top  the  “best  seller” 
list  during  1972-73.  During  opening 
sessions  of  the  Board  Dr.  Bucke  pre¬ 
sented  the  1973  $5000  Abingdon  book 
award  to  Mrs.  June  Lewis  Shore,  Jef- 
fersontown,  Ky.  Mrs.  Shore’s  book  will 
be  published  in  April.  Entitled,  What’s 
The  matter  With  Wakefield?  the  book 
was  selected  from  hundreds  of  manu¬ 
scripts  submitted  as  the  best  book  of 
“fiction  for  ages  nine  through  12 
which  best  depicted  the  story  of  a  boy 
or  girl  in  a  family  with  a  working 
mother  who  successfully  manages  her 
household  as  well  as  a  career  outside 
the  home.” 
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Library  Celebration  —  Ecology  —  Financial  Tel-e-tbon  —  Youtb  Rally 


Shown  here  is  Mrs.  W.  F.  Manning  who  has  served  as  librarian  at 
Trinity  Church,  Ruston  since  1968.  Library  Celebration  Sunday 
was  a  recent  event  at  Trinity  —  spotlighting  the  impressive  library 
which  has  more  than  3,000  volumes.  Back  in  1947,  when  there 
was  no  public  library  in  Ruston,  Trinity’s  library  had  its  begin¬ 
ning  as  an  outgrowth  of  a  study  that  took  place  in  the  WSCS.  The 
special  observance  featured  a  Sunday  evening  introduction  by  Dr. 
Lucile  Folk  to  a  new  book  entitled,  “Organizing  to  Beat  the 
Devil!”  Members  of  the  church  were  encouraged  to  contribute 
books  as  memorials,  papers,  books,  or  pictures  of  historical 
significance,  and  to  USE  the  facility. 
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Discussing  plans  for  the  annual  financial  tel-e-thon  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  with  J.  R.  Collier,  business  manager,  are 
Pastor,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke;  Administrative  Board  Chairman,  Clayton  Watson; 
the  Rev.  John  Williams,  and  Financial  Campaign  Chairman,  W.  G. 
Anderson. 


Participating  in  tel-e-thon  during 
recent  financial  campaign  at 
Broadmoor  Church  is  an  active 
layman,  DeWitt  Vickrey. 


The  “Junk  Man”  shown  here,  was  on  display  in  the  Youth  Building  at 
Lasseigne  Memorial  Church  at  LaPlace  preceding  a  community  Ecology 
Drive  held  on  Nov.  7.  Pictured  with  the  “Junk  Man”  made  from  litter 
collected  in  the  area  are  (left  to  right)  Greg  DeLong,  publicity  chairman, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ron  Theriot,  senior  high  counselors.  Mr.  Ross  Vincent, 
director  of  the  Ecology  Center  in  New  Orleans,  was  guest  speaker  before 
the  junior  and  senior  high  groups  of  Lasseigne  Church.  The  Rev.  James 
L.  Adams  is  pastor. 
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Pictured  above  are  some  of  the  persons  who  attended  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District  Youth  Rally  held  Nov.  10  at  First  Church  in 
Alexandria.  (Left  to  right)  Patty  Stehr  and  Margie  Henderson  of 
Pineville;  the  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  pastor  of  the  Pineville 
Church  and  district  director  of  Youth  Ministry;  and  Virginia  Hol¬ 
loman  of  Alexandria.  A  caravan  of  25  youths  from  Shreveport 
presented  the  program. 
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TOP  PHOTO:  The  John  F.  Kilpatrick  Memorial  Chapel  of  Broadmoor 
Church  in  Shreveport  was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  Nov.  4,  during  the  morning 
worship  service.  RIGHT:  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  preached  during 
revival  services  at  Broadmoor  Church  and  officiated  at  the  dedication  of 
the  chapel.  LEFT:  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church,  is 
seen  at  the  pulpit  in  the  John  F.  Kilpatrick  Memorial  Chapel. 
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Alexandria  District  Youth  Rally 

LEFT:  The  Alexandria 
District  youth  rally  was 
attended  by  approxi¬ 
mately  150  youth  repre¬ 
senting  12  churches. 
Entertainment  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  members  of  the 
Youth  Caravan  Team 
from  First  Church, 
Shreveport.  From  left 
are:  Lesly  Allen,  Van 

Dickens  and  Benny 
Vaughn.  Mr.  Vaughn  is 
assistant  director  of 
youth  work  at  Shreve¬ 
port's  First  Church  and 
directs  the  group.  The 
rally  was  held  at  Alex¬ 
andria’s  First  Church. 


AT  RIGHT:  Representatives  from  the  12  churches  at  the  Nov.  10th  rally 
are,  seated  (from  left):  Kerri  Aucoin,  Pineville;  Peggy  Smith,  First 
Church,  Colfax;  Christine  Powell,  Hollins  Chapel,  Colfax;  Janis  Mayo, 
Trinity;  Carol  Sturtevant,  Urania;  Carolyn  Fields,  Wesley  Church,  Pine¬ 
ville;  Diane  Adams,  Newman  Church,  Alexandria.  Standing  (from  left): 
Johnny  Roberts,  First  Church,  Alexandria;  Hayward  Clyde  Lee,  Wilton 
Church,  Alexandria;  Mark  Messinger,  First  Church,  Shreveport;  Kenneth 
Haas,  Pollock;  and  Andy  Pyles,  Jonesville.  The  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Pineville,  was  in  charge  of  the  rally.  -Photos  by 
Town  Talk  Staff  submitted  by  Ethel  Holloman 
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Council  of  Bishops  issues  ‘Call 
for  Penitent  Thanksgiving’ 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  De¬ 
claring  that  “we  cannot  condone  the 
low  estate  of  morality  in  our  nation,” 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  meeting  here  Nov.  12-15,  adopted 
a  statement  decrying  the  exploitation 
of  persons  by  the  corruption  of  politi¬ 
cal  power,  involvement  in  war  and  de- 
basemeht  by  obscenity. 

In  another  action,  the  Council  con¬ 
curred  in  an  ecumenical  document, 
calling  the  nation  “to  sober  reflection, 
repentance  and  renewal”  at  the 
Thanksgiving  season. 

During  its  three-day  semi-annual 
meeting,  the  Council  also  issued  a 
progress  report  on  its  efforts  at  recon¬ 
ciliation  in  the  strike-bound  Methodist 
Hospital  in  Pikeville,  Ky.,  named  22 
delegates  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  1975  Assembly  in  Jakarta, 
and  reported  that  only  two  of  eight 
constitutional  amendments  had  failed 
to  be  ratified  by  the  church’s  annual 
(regional)  conferences. 

The  statement  adopted  by  the  bish¬ 
ops  declared  that  “Dehumanization  is 
caused  by  selfishness,  pride,  ignorance 
and  all  other  conditions  and  attitudes 
that  debase  human  values.” 

“These  function,”  the  statement  went 
on  to  say,  “in  a  climate  of  immorality 
that  is  marked  by  political  expediency, 
arrogant  opportunism,  and  corruption 
in  individual,  social  and  political  life.” 

In  what  appeared  to  be  an  obvious 


reference  to  Watergate  and  related  mat¬ 
ters,  the  statement  said:  “No  political 
end  justifies  the  corruption  or  circum¬ 
vention  of  legal  processes.  The  cor¬ 
ruption  of  political  power  threatens 
the  future  of  this  nation  no  less  than 
war  and  places  in  jeopardy  the  consti¬ 
tutional  foundation  of  this  nation.” 

In  somewhat  related  but  separate 
action,  the  bishops  concurred  in  a  Call 
for  Penitent  Thanksgiving,  simultane¬ 
ously  signed  by  a  number  of  ecumeni¬ 
cal  leaders  of  other  denominations  and 
groups  in  the  nation. 

This  call  emphasized  that  “the  na¬ 
tion’s  sickness  is  moral  and  spiritual 
as  well  as  political,  and  the  churches 
share  respcmsibiUty  for  it.” 

“We  ^irm,”  the  call  said,  “that 
this  nation,  duly  cleansed  and  chasten¬ 
ed,  can  be  healed  of  its  sickness  and 
become  an  instrument  of  peace  in  a 
sorely  troubled  world.  We  call  all  men 
and  women  of  goodwill  to  a  new  and 
personal  commitment  to  help  in  the 
renewal  of  the  nation.” 

For  the  second  time  this  year,  the 
Council  held  an  open  session  for  the 
press  and  other  interested  persons  and 
again,  as  at  the  spring  meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  provided  even  long¬ 
er  “open  meeting”  time  than  was 
promised. 

Reports  presented  at  the  open  ses- 
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Choral  Director  Dr.  William  Ballard,  Carol  Scott  of  Farmerville 
and  James  Skinner  of  Lake  Charles  view  some  of  articles  to  be 
auctioned. 


Centenary  Choir  plans  for 


January  tour  in  British  Isles 


The  Centenary  College  Choir  will 
travel  in  England  and  Wales  this  Janu¬ 
ary  in  conjunction  with  an  interim 
study  program  of  the  college.  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Ballard,  director,  states  that  the 
group  will  sing  in  some  erf  the  great 
cathedrals  in'England,  including  diose 
at  Winchester,  Gloucester,  Salisbury, 
York,  Ely,  St.  Albans  and  Canterbury. 
In  addition  they  will  apear  at  Wesley 
Chapel  in  London  and  at  a  Methodist 
church  in  Penarth,  Wales. 

The  Centenary  Choir  has  a  history 
that  is  rich  in  travel.  Having  made  two 
month-long  tours  to  the  Far  East,  ap¬ 
pearances  in  most  major  cities  of  the 
United  States,  the  January  tour  will  be 
its  first  time  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  trip  to  England  the  choir 
will  appear  in  a  number  of  Louisiana 
cities,  including  Lake  Charles,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans. 


The  annual  Shreveport  concert  will  be 
in  April. 

The  idea  for  the  trip  to  England 
OTiginated  when  a  Welsh  organist, 
Howard  Ponsford,  visited  in  the  home 
of  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  head  of  Cen¬ 
tenary’s  department  of  religion.  This 
association,  plus  an  opportunity  for  an 
interim  study  of  British  cathedrals  and 
museums,  evolved  into  a  plan  where¬ 
by  the  choir  and  professors  Willard 
Cooper  and  his  art  students  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Teague  and  his  organ  majors 
would  cooperate  in  the  tour. 

The  groups  have  been  busy  in  fund¬ 
raising  ventures  to  make  the  trip  pos¬ 
sible.  Among  these  will  be  a  Christmas 
“singing  dinner,”  to  be  given  at  the 
college  in  December.  The  choir  will 
sing  an  appropriate  musical  number 
prior  to  each  course  erf  the  meal. 


For  the  first  time  in  its  38-year  history,  this  year’s  Moss  for  the  Blessing 
of  the  Fleet  at  the  Morgan  City  Shrimp  and  Petroleum  Festival  was  opened 
to  include  Protestant  clergy  and  laypersons.  Shown  here  are  participating 
clergymen,  among  them  the  Rev.  Bob  Lawton  (rear,  right)  minister  at  Pharr 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church.  Beside  him  is  the  Rev.  Steven  Albers 
of  Christ  Lutheran  Church,  Bayou  Vista.  FRONT  (left  to  right):  Msgr. 
Dish,  Franklin;  His  Excellency,  the  Bishop  of  Lafayette  Diocese,  Bishop 
Gerard  Frey;  the  Rev.  Father  Philip  Whitney,  pastor  of  Sacred  Heart 
Catholic  Church,  Morgan  City,  and  Father  Francis  Berner,  associate  pastor 
of  Holy  Cross  Catholic  Church,  Morgan  City.  More  than  600  worshipers 
attended  the  Mass,  and  thousands  of  persons  were  in  the  boat  procession 
on  the  Atchafaloya  River  for  the  Blessing..  (Photo' by  Marvin  Hardee,  Jr.) 
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sion  included  the  Study  of  the  Urban 
Church  by  Bishop  Thomas  M.  Pryor 
of  Sarasota,  Fla.,  a  presentation  by 
the  Commission  on  the  Role  and  Status 
of  Women,  and  a  report  from  the 
Bishops’  Call  to  Peace  and  Self-De¬ 
velopment  of  Peoples  by  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Lord  of  Washington,  D.C., 
and  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  S.D. 

Progress  reports  presented  by  others 
included:  Commission  on  the  Study  of 
the  Episcopacy  and  District  Superin¬ 
tendency,  Bishop  Loder;  Commission 
on  the  Study  of  the  Ministry,  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon,  Atlanta;  Conunis- 
sion  on  the  Training  of  District  Super¬ 
intendents,  Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke, 
Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  and  Bishop  Stuart; 
Consultation  on  Ethnic  Minorities, 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  Des  Moines, 
la.;  World  Methodist  Council  Evan¬ 
gelism  Committee,  Bishop  F.  Gerald 
Ensley,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Devotional  leaders  for  the  sessions 
were  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  New 
Orleans,  Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn, 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  and  Bishop  James  M. 
Ault,  Philadelphia. 

The  Council  opened  its  meeting  with 
a  service  of  holy  communion  in  the 
Upper  Room  Chapel,  with  Bishop 
Charles  F.  Golden  president  of  the 
Council,  as  the  leader. 


GENERAL  COUNCIL 
ASKS  “DAY  OF 
NATIONAL  PENITENCE” 

ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (UMC)  —  A 
call  for  observance  of  a  national 
day  of  penitence  has  been  issued 
by  a  general  agency  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  denomination’s  128-mem¬ 
ber  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  meeting  here  Nov.  7-10  is¬ 
sued  a  call  to  all  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  asking  that  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  in  Advent  (Dec.  2)  be  ob¬ 
served  “as  a  day  of  national  pen¬ 
itence  for  the  sins  that  have 
brought  us  to  the  present  state 
of  moral  confusion  and  ask  God’s 
guidance  in  the  affairs  of  our  na¬ 
tion  in  these  troublesome  days, 
and  ask  other  denominations  to 
join  us.” 

The  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  also  requested  the  church’s 
Council  of  Bishops  to  endorse 
the  idea  and  carry  it  forward, 
t 


Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder  of  Detroit 
is  president-elect  of  the  Council  and 
will  assume  office  at  the  close  of  the 
spring  meeting  of  the  Council,  to  be 
held  in  Los  Angeles  April  16-18. 
t 


Insurance  quotations  requested  by  5 ,500  churches 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Some 
5,500  local  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  have  requested  quotations  in 
the  denomination’s  new  General  In¬ 
surance  Program,  according  to  infor¬ 
mation  released  here  by  R.  Bryan 
Brawner,  general  treasurer  of  the 
church. 

Dr.  Brawner  said  that  four  general 
agencies  have  joined  the  program  and 
congregations  are  entering  at  the  rate 
of  25  to  30  per  week.  The  Council 


Volume  on  Bishop  Pa 

A  new  book  entitled  Forever  Build¬ 
ing:  The  Life  and  MinKtry  of  Paul  E. 
Martin,  is  available  this  fall  through 
Cokesbury  and  other  book  stores.  The 
author,  Dr.  Walter  N.  Vernon  has  in¬ 
cluded  many  rich  and  interesting  ex¬ 
periences  in  the  life  of  Bishop  Martin. 
Dr.  Vernon  recently  completed  34 
years  as  an  editor  with  Methodism’s 
Board  of  Education  and  Board  of  Pub¬ 
lication  in  the  preparation  of  curricu¬ 
lum  resources,  serving  most  of  his  time 
as  associate  to  the  editor  of  Church 
School  Publications. 

The  biography  of  Bishop  Martin  is 
published  by  Southern  Methodist 
University  Press,  Dallas,  The  book 
made  its  debut  in  conjunction  with  the 
Sept.  27,  1973  opening  of  the  Bridwell 
Library  Annex  at  SMU’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin  and  Mrs. 
Martin  are  well  remembered  for  ser¬ 
vice  rendered  when  Bishop  Martin 
served  as  pastor  in  Wichita  Falls,  Tex¬ 
as  and  as  Bishop  of  the  Arkansas- 
Louisiana  Area  and  later  the  Houston 
Area  of  the  Methodist  Church.  After 
retirement.  Bishop  Martin  served  four 
years  on  the  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  faculty  and  presently  serves  as. 


on  Finance  and  Administration,  which 
developed  the  plan  through  Frank  B. 
Hall  Co.  and  Atlantic  Mutual,  also  has 
announced  development  of  what  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  relatively  low-cost  ap¬ 
praisal  program  to  help  churches  de¬ 
termine  the  amount  of  insurance 
needed.  It  is  e.xpected  that  most 
churches  will  fall  within  a  minimum 
$60  appraisal  fee. 


ul  E.  Martin  off  press 

special  advisor  to  Perkins  Dean  Joseph 
D.  Quillian,  Jr.  The  foreword  to  the 
new  book  is  by  Dr.  Quillian. 

The  title  of  the  biography.  Forever 
Building,  is  taken  from  a  line  of  T.  S. 
Eliot  in  the  book’s  epigraph:  “and  the 
Church  must  be  forever  building,  and 
always  decaying,  and  always  being  re¬ 
stored.” 

t 

SULPHUR  CONGREGATIONS 

UNITE  IN  THANKSGIVING 

SERVICE 

Henning  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Sul¬ 
phur  are  sponsoring  a  Community 
Thanksgiving  Service  on  Thanksgiving 
day  at  10  a.m.  The  service  will  be  held 
at  the  First  Baptist  Church  whose  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  James  A.  Sample,  will 
bring  the  message.  Special  music  will 
be  given  by  the  Chancel  Choir  of  the 
Henning  congregation,  the  Handbell 
Choir  of  the  host  church,  and  by  a 
brass-percussion  ensemble  from  the 
Sulphur  High  School  band.  The  Rev. 
Warren  Blakeman  is  pastor  erf  the 
Henning  church  and  the  Rev.  Hugh 
Foster  is  the  associate  pastM  of  the 
host  church. 
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THE  GREATNESS  OF  THE  HUMAN  SPIRIT 

There  is  a  greatness  of  the  human  spirit  which  we  would  do  well  to 
honor  more  often.  Not  that  it  should  be  carnivalized,  but  this  quality  — 
for  which  only  the  word  greatness  seems  adequate  —  is  one  of  the  truly 
primary  facts  about  life  and  should  receive  our  celebration.  It  is  a  fact 
before  which  we  may  justly  stand  in  reverence  and  awe.  It  is  a  grand  and 
heartening  evidence  of  the  reality  and  presence  of  God.  We  pay  our  best 
tribute  to  this  greatness  by  using  it;  we  honor  it  most  by  letting  it  use  us. 

Consider  this  quality  of  the  human  spirit.  It  is  seen  in  the  patient 
endurance  of  illness  and  sorrow  and  tragedy.  It  is  evidenced  in  quiet,  con¬ 
tinuing  devotion  to  duty.  It  is  revealed  in  dedication  to  the  highest  and 
finest.  It  is  witnessed  to  by  the  uncommon  faithfulness  of  common  people 
who  daily  go  about  their  tasks  with  good  humor  and  honor  and  trust.  It  is 
beheld  in  the  aspirations  and  ideals  of  youth.  It  is  beautifully  reflected 
in  the  dreams  and  yearnings  of  the  aged.  It  is  witnessed  in  the  life  of 
those  whose  days  are  prayers,  not  just  vocalized,  but  lived  out  in  selfless 
service  to  others. 

The  greatness  of  the  human  spirit  is  revealed  by  those  who  bear  their 
own  sorrow  and  hurt  so  that  loved  ones  may  be  spared  the  pain.  It  is 
also  revealed  by  those  who  share  the  burden  of  another  so  that  he  not 
suffer  alone.  It  is  a  spirit  which  may  be  expressed  by  our  nation,  both  in 
the  enduring  of  our  trials  and  in  the  redemptive  look  and  return  to  the 
rock  from  which  we  were  hewn. 

This  greatness  of  the  human  spirit  is  evidenced  in  the  resilience  of 
peoples,  individuals  and  nations;  the  ability  to  recoup  from  blows  which 
otherwise  would  be  fatal. 

It  is  such  a  spirit,  authored  by  God,  which  has  nerved  the  faint¬ 
hearted  and  given  faith  to  those  who  elsewise  would  have  long  ago  given 
up  on  both  man  and  God.  It  has  kept  alive  the  fires  of  faith,  the  light  of 
truth  and  all  noble  ventures  of  the  human  heart.  Such  is  some  of  our  in¬ 
debtedness  to  God  for  his  gift  of  such  a  spirit. 

The  church  is  both  beneficiary  and  trustee  of  this  spirit.  We  are  its 
heirs  and  its  custodians.  We  are  stewards  of  those  elements  which  nurture 
and  sustain  this  unique  quality  which  enables  life  to  endure. 

Our  appropriate  response  is  to  thank  God  for  this  gift  and  to  par* 
ticipate  in  it.  We  know  that  it  needs  not  so  much  our  praise  as  it  does 
our  use.  Because  of  it  we  may  live  victoriously  in  the  present  and  look  to 
the  future  with  hope. 

t 

Message  in  a  bottle 

I  don’t  know  who  you  are  or  where  you  are,  but  right  now  you  are 
hurting  with  a  hurt  that  only  the  soul  can  know.  It  is  so  much  worse  by 
far  than  the  pain  the  body  can  experience,  though  that  can  be  unbearable, 
too.  But  your  hurt  and  your  anguish  and  your  sorrow  are  of  the  heart  and 
are  such  that  no  other  human  can  fathom  or  understand. 

So  just  for  you  is  this  message  in  a  bottle,  washed  upon  the  shore 
of  your  suffering;  take  this  treasure  shared  by  all  who  call  the  Nazarene 
Lord:  peace  .  .  .  faith  .  .  .  love  .  .  .  hope. 

t 

Paean  to  the  pioneer  preachers 

Some  of  the  greatest  preaching  ever  is  preserved  in  the  Lyman 
Beecher  Foundation  series,  better  known  as  the  Yale  Lectures  on  Preach¬ 
ing.  The  following  is  a  quotation  from  the  1914  Lectures,  given  that  year 
by  the  Englishman  Charles  Sylvester  Horne,  whom  death  took  suddenly 
just  three  days  after  the  series  was  completed. 

Speaking  of  the  contribution  of  the  preacher  down  across  the  ages, 
he  says: 

“Gradually  before  their  message,  ancient  .  .  .  empires 
tottered,  heathen  despots  bowed  the  head  .  .  .  stately  cathedrals 
reared  their  splendid  towers  and  spires,  and  the  battle  music  of 
the  Christian  crusade  rang  triumphantly  in  chiming  bells  and 
pealing  organs . 

In  the  recesses  of  Indian  forests,  up  the  dark  rivers  of  Af¬ 
rica  and  South  America  .  .  .,  along  the  frozen  coast  of  Green¬ 
land  and  Labrador,  the  pioneer  preachers  made  their  pilgrimage. 

Let  every  village  preacher  who  climbs  into  a  rude  rostrum, 
to  give  out  a  text  and  preach  a  sermon  to  a  meagre  handful  of 
somewhat  stolid  hearers,  remember  to  what  majestic  Fraternity 
he  belongs,  and  what  romantic  traditions  he  inherits.  He,  too,  is 
the  servant  of  the  spirit.  He,  too,  does  his  work  in  the  land  of 
Romance.” 


The  View  from  the  Window  —  #3  : 

"Fling  wide  the  gates  of  the  temple  .  . 

From  where  I  sit  in  my  office  I  can  look  out  the  window  and  see  an 
imposing  gothic  cathedral  and  can  watch  worshippers  come  and  go  dur¬ 
ing  stated  services.  But  one  thing  I  see  puzzles  and  bothers  and  sorne- 
times,  I  must  admit,  amuses  me.  It  is  that  of  the  big  double  doors  of  the 
cathedral  only  the  one  on  the  left  side  opens.  The  right-hand  one  is 
secured 

Now  most  of  us,  when  we  approach  double  doors,  are  conditioned 
to  try  the  right  door  first.  I  notice  that  almost  all  of  the  good  folk  who 
try  to  enter  the  cathedral  do  just  this.  Some  will  pull  and  tug  and  jerk 
on  it  all  to  no  avail.  Most  of  them  will  finally  get  around  to  trying  the 
left  door  and  will  give  it  a  hefty  pull  only  to  be  almost  physically  bowled 
over  by  its  complete  willingness  to  be  easily  opened.  , 

But  what  bothers  me  is  the  poor  souls  who  give  up,  never  thinking 
to  try  the  left  door.  And  in  my  several  months  of  door  watching  this 
has  happened  on  a  goodly  number  of  occasions.  I’ve  been  tempted,  since 
the  cathedral  is  within  hollerin’  distance  from  my  vantage  point,  to  open 
my  window  and  give  out  with  a  lusty  yell  all  the  way  up  7th  and  across 
Louisiana  Street  to  “Try  the  left  hand  door!”  But  since  my  window  opens 
just  a  wee  bit  at  the  bottom  I’d  have  to  get  down  on  my  hands  and  knees 
and  such  a  spectacle  might  not  be  readily  understood  ^ould  I  be  visited 
at  the  moment  by  the  bishop  or  a  prospective  subscriber  or  other  digni¬ 
tary.  So  I  have  respectfully  restrained  myself  from  commiting  such  an 
ecumenical  good  turn. 

But  just  imagine  the  human  drama  latent  in  such  a  situation.  Here, 
for  example,  is  a  communicant  who  needs  in  the  worst  way  to  make  a 
quick  confession,  but  tug  and  sweat  as  he  might  he  can’t  get  the  blasted 
door  of  the  cathedral  open.  Here’s  another  party  who  has  $100,000  to 
give  to  the  pastor  and  the  door  is  jammed!  Another  chap  has  just  had  the 
first  religious  impulse  he’s  experienced  in  a  decade  and  has  finally  gotten 
enough  courage  to  enter  a  sanctuary  only  to  be  greeted  by  a  stuck  door, 
even  though  the  bells  are  ringing  and  he  can  hear  singing  inside.  Alas,  we 
may  never  know  what  human  and  divine  drama  has  been  played  out  be¬ 
fore  that  reluctant  church  door. 

And  what  little  lesson  in  life  are  we  to  learn  from  all  of  this?  What 
else  but  that  we  ought  to  make  it  easy  for  folk  to  get  into  church!  Not 
just  by  doors  that  work  but  by  hands  that  genuinely  welcome,  hearts  that 
are  eager  in  acceptance,  minds  that  are  open  and  by  a  good  news  that  is 
freely  and  enthusiastically  shared! 

A  check  on  all  of  our  church  doors  might  be  in  order;  the  physical 
and  the  spiritual  ones  too. 

t 


Even  one  ringy-dingy  is  welcome  .  .  . 

Retired  Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  in  expressing  appreciation  for 
the  invitation  to  address  a  lay  men’s  assembly  some  time  back,  commen¬ 
ted  about  not  having  made  many  preaching  appearances  of  late.  He  re¬ 
called  what  the  late  Bishop  Marvin  Franklin  had  said  some  time  after 
his  retirement:  “A  retired  bishop  likes  to  hear  the  phone  ring  even  if  it’s 
a  wrong  number.” 
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Australian  evangelist  Dr.  Alan  Walker,  addressing 
a  convocation  on  Evangelism  in  Contemporary  Ex¬ 
perience  in  Claremont,  Calif.,  stated  that  the  church 
should  abandon  “archaic  doctrines”  that  base  evan¬ 
gelism  on  appeals  to  personal  fear,  and  hope  of 
heavenly  reward.  However,  Dr.  Walker  warned 
against  neglecting  the  personal  aspects  of  faith.  “The 
creation  of  a  personal  piety  without  a  social  con¬ 
science  is  irrelevant,  but  social  agitation  which  does 
not  seek  the  conversion  of  men  and  women  vainly 
beats  the  air,”  he  said. 

The  nationally-televised  Thanksgiving  Day  foot¬ 
ball  game  between  the  Detroit  Lions  and  Wash- 
ii^on  Redskins  will  feature  two  religious 
hymns — aimed  at  boosting  the  spirit  of  Thanks¬ 
giving  —  between  halves.  Dr.  Robert  L.  Kin- 
cheloe,  executive  director  of  the  Detroit  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  said  in  making  the  announce¬ 
ment:  “We  are  not  trying  to  form  a  rah-rah 
booster  groundswell  for  the  home  team  .  .  . 
Rather  we  are  asking  our  congregations  to  .  .  . 
boost  the  spirit  of  Thanksgiving  by  joining  in 
singing  ‘Come  Ye  Thankful  People,  Come’  and 
‘We  Gather  Together.’  ” 

Addressing  some  950  business  and  professional  peo¬ 
ple  and  government  officials  during  the  17th  annual 
District  of  Columbia  Mayor-Commissioner’s  Prayer 
Breakfast,  Mayor  Walter  E.  Washington,  a  Baptist 
layman,  said:  “There  was  a  time  when  you  had  to 
talk  very  loud  or  do  something  silly  to  get  the  at¬ 
tention  of  people  .  .  .  Some  of  us  are  beginning  to 
understand  that  you  can’t  learn  anything  talking  all 
the  time,  and  we’re  listening  a  little  more  —  being 
willing  to  hear  the  cries  of  a  whole  variety  of  peo¬ 
ple.” 

“Today,  more  than  ever  before,”  Mayor  Wash¬ 
ington  said,  “we  need  God  in  our  lives.  We 
need  to  understand  His  love.  His  compassion 
.  .  .  Only  through  faith  in  God  can  we  develop 
the  courage  to  reconcile  those  forces  that  con¬ 
tinue  to  drive  men  apart.  .  .  Only  through  faith 
in  God  can  we  force  racism,  hate,  prejudice, 
suspicion  and  meanness  from  our  hearts  and 
minds.” 

The  American  public  is  being  trained  to  regard  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  rulings  as  “ex  cathedra”  (from  the 
chair),  charges  William  F.  Buckley,  Jr.,  one  of  the 
nation’s  best  known  conservative  spokesmen. 
“There’s  more  than  compliance  here,”  the  National 
Review  editor  said.  “It’s  more  like  internal  assent.” 
“Polls  show  that  most  people  are  against  school  bus¬ 
ing,  and  the  secularization  of  schools,  and  some 
politicians  say  that  they  are  too.  But  they  add  that, 
of  course,  they  will  abide  by  the  Supreme  Court’s 
decision  on  this  matter,”  he  noted.  “People  need 
release  from  this  subtle  thralldom  to  judicial  moral¬ 
ity,”  Buckley,  a  Roman  Catholic,  asserted. 

A  stale-wide  referendum  to  provide  fm-  local- 
option  drink  sales  in  North  Carolina  was  de¬ 
feated  in  97  of  the  state’s  100  counties.  The 
Rev.,  Coy  Privette,  a  leader  of  “dry”  forces  de¬ 
scribed  rejection  of  the  measure  as  a  “victory' 
for  the  church.” 

Information  on  the  geographic  distribution  of  North 
American  Protestant  missionaries  shows  little  change 
in  1972  from  1969.  Latin  America  continues  to 
have  the  most,  with  one-third  of  the  total.  Asia  has 
30  per  cent.  Africa,  with  27  per  cent,  was  down  2 
per  cent  from  1969.  Brazil  is  the  nation  having  the 
most  Protestant  mission  workers  from  the  U.S.  and 
Canada, 


Zambia’s  President  Kenneth  D.  Kaunda,  a  de¬ 
vout  member  of  the  United  Church  of  Zambia, 
addressing  an  assembly  of  church,  civic,  and 
tribal  leaders  “broke  down  and  cried”  as  he 
spoke  of  the  problem  of  “excessive  drinking” 
in  his  country,  a  Lusaka  Radio  report  said.  Mr. 
Kaunda  threatened  to  resign  as  president  unless 
Zambians  “changed  their  drinking  habits.”  Mr. 
Kaunda  also  spoke  against  “excessive  material¬ 
ism,”  the  broadcast  said.  He  declared,  “If  you 
make  money  your  master,  you  are  finished  as  a 
nation.” 

Addressing  an  interfaith  clergy  luncheon  in  Kanka¬ 
kee,  Ill.  Dr.  Carl  F.  H.  Henry,  prominent  evangeli¬ 
cal  theologian  and  author,  noted  that  the  American 
tradition  “is  to  consider  a  President,  policeman, 
editor,  or  a  judge  innocent  of  any  crime  up  to  the 
moment  of  a  court  verdict.  To  consider  men  guilty 
in  advance  of  juridical  determination  would  be  to 
sacrifice  in  principle  one  of  the  soundest  features 
of  American  society.” 

A  new  ecumenical  human  rights  agency  set  up 
by  Roman  Catholic,  Protestant,  and  Orthodox 
Churches,  the  Committee  of  Cooperation  for 
Peace  in  Chile,  has  begun  operations. 
The  agency  is  designed  to  offer  counsel  and 
legal  and  material  assistance  to  victims  of  the 
events  that  followed  the  military  overthrow  of 
the  Marxist  government  of  the  late  President 
Salvador  Allende  on  Sept.  11. 


DALLAS  -  Milam  Wade  inspects  a  Bible 
from  his  collection.  Shying  away  from 
dealers  and  other  collectors,  Mr.  Wade 
had  found  many  of  his  books  by  rummaging 
through  stacks  and  under  benches  in 
second  hand  stores  and  junk  shops. 
Other  books  have  come  through  friends  or 
individuals  who  have  heard  of  his  col¬ 
lection.  He  cleans  and  rebinds  his  own 
books  and  in  so  doing  has  discovered 
two  hand-written  vellum  pages  dated 
around  1450  under  the  end  pages  of  one 
old  Bible.  (RNS  Photo) 


Americans  United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State  have  charged  in  an  editorial  appearing  in  the 
November  issue  of  Church  and  State  that  Roman 
Catholic  bishops’  efforts  to  introduce  religious  in¬ 
struction  into  public  schools  through  constitutional 
amendment  is  “a  ploy  aimed  at  weakening  public 
resistance  to  tax  aid  for  parochial  schools.” 

“Civil  religion  doesn’t  deserve  the  shady  repu¬ 
tation  it  has  in  some  circles  today,”  saidi  Navy 
Chaplain  Rear  Admi.  Richard!  G.  Hutcheson, 
Jr.  as  he  spoke  at  an  annual  Veteran’s  Day  ser¬ 
vice  in  Detroit.  “To  appreciate  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  God  and  country  is  not  an  as¬ 
sumption  that  God  is  always  on  our  side  or 
that  God  will  Mess  whatever  we  undertake,” 
the  United  Presbyterian  clergyman  said. 

“Today’s  American  scene  reveals  a  threat  to  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  court  orders  and  a  disrespect  on  constituted 
authority  that  should  alarm  every  minister  of  the 
gospel,  every  worshipper  of  God,  every  devotee  of 
religious  freedom,”  Leon  Jaworski,  the  new  Water¬ 
gate  special  prosecutor,  told  a  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission  Conference  on  “National  Priorities  and 
Christian  Responsibility”  in  New  York.  Mr.  Jawor¬ 
ski,  son  of  a  Presbyterian  minister,  said  “It  (the 
church)  has  been  a  meaningful  part  of  my  life  from 
the  time  of  my  birth  in  a  parsonage  to  the  present 
day.  I  want  it  to  fulfill  its  mission  to  God  and 
country  so  that  every  Christian  can  point  to  it  with 
justifiable  pride.” 

Delegates  attending  a  “Communications  Law 
Explosion”  seminar  in  New  York  were  told  by 
Attorney  Alan  U.  Schwartz  that  the  recent  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruling  on  pornography  hasn’t 
yet  slowed  down  the  flow  of  so-c^ed  obscene 
materials  —  but  it  has  definitely  given  local 
communities  greater  power  to  k^ep  it  out  of 
their  areas.  Schwartz,  a  specialist  in  Ikerary, 
theatrical,  motion  picture,  and  civil  liberties 
law,  said  there  are  some  50  pornography  cases 
in  various  stages  of  court  action  across  the  na¬ 
tion. 

An  appeal  to  the  warring  parties  in  the  Middle  East 
to  abide  by  the  Geneva  Convention’s  provisions  re¬ 
garding  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  has  been  is¬ 
sued  by  an  interreligious  committee  of  16  Christian 
leaders  and  the  president  of  the  Synagogue  Council 
of  America.  The  statement  by  the  Committee  for 
Prisoners  of  War  in  the  Middle  East  was  sent  to  the 
governments  of  Egypt,  Israel,  and  Syria,  the  U.S. 
Department  of  State,  and  United  Nations  Secretary- 
General  Kurt  Waldheim;  and  appeared  as  an  adver¬ 
tisement  in  New  York  Times. 

The  number  of  North  American  Protestant 
missionaries  overseas  increased  by  less  than  2 
per  cent  between  1969  to  1972,  according  to 
a  triennial  handbook  to  be  relea^  in  Decem¬ 
ber  on  the  Protestant  mission  force  abroad. 
Mission  giving,  the  document  indicates,  in¬ 
creased  about  10  per  cent  across  the  three-year 
period  but  did  not  keep  up  with  the  rates  of 
inflation  and  dollar  devaluation. 

The  Texas  Conference  of  Churches,  an  ecumenical 
association  including  Roman  Catholic,  Protestant 
and  Greek  Orthodox  bodies,  will  sponsor  a  state¬ 
wide  Convocation  of  Worship  and  Praise  to  invoke 
God’s  blessings  upon  the  1974  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention  of  Texas  which  will  meet  Jan.  8-9.  Dr. 
Carlyle  Marney,  American  Baptist  clergyman  from 
North  Carolina  and  a  former  pastor  of  Austin’s 
First  Baptist  church  for  10  years,  will  be  guest 
preacher  for  the  convocation  of  worship  on  Sunday, 
Jan.  6. 

Harold  B.  Lee,  president  (d  the  Mormon 
Church,  has  called  on  Americans  to  stop 
preaching  pessimism  and  to  give  “optimistic 
support”  to  their  nation.  “.  .  .  We  should  he 
providing  optimistic  support  of  the  nation  .  .  . 
We  should  stress  what’s  right  in  the  U.S.,”  he 
said. 
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UNIVERSITY  UNITED  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  will  try 
something  new  and  different  this 
year  for  its  stewardship  campaign. 
They  will  hold  three  Stewardship 
Jambalaya  Feasts  beginning  on 
Nov.  27  with  those  members  whose 
last  name  begins  with  A-F,  Nov. 
28  for  G-0  and  Nov.  29  for  P-Z. 
The  1973  World  Champion  Jamba¬ 
laya  Cook,  Johnny  Graham  of 
Gonzales  will  prepare  the  dinners. 
Dr.  Gaston  Foote  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  The  cost  is  $1.50  for 
adults  and  500  for  those  18  or 
younger.  The  Rev.  Lamar  Smith 
IS  the  University  pastor. 

THE  SENIOR  UMYF  of  Southside 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
held  a  rummage  and  cake  sale 
Nov.  3.  The  youth  made  $184.61 
at  the  sale  and  presented  the 
money  to  the  Rev.  Lea  Joyner, 
their  pastor,  for  gym  equipment 
for  the  Anna  Gray  Noe  Building 
which 'is  now  under  construction. 
Mrs.  Dean  Boozer  is  their  coun-. 
selor. 

THE  REV.  AND  MRS.  MERLIN 
Merrill  of  Trinity  Church,  Ruston, 
left  Monday,  Nov.  19,  on  the 
Methodist  Heritage  Tour  to 
England.  Their  trip  was  provided 
by  the  Trinity  congregation  and 
others  throughout  Ruston  District. 

ELYSIAN  FIELDS  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  held 
a  silver  anniversary  celebration 
Nov.  16-18.  The  Rev.  Dan  Tohline 
was  guest  preacher  on  Friday 
evening  and  all  charter  members 
were  honored  at  the  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  service.  The  Rev.  T.  R. 
Bergeron,  Sr.,  is  the  Elysian 
Fields  minister. 

A  COMMUNITY  THANKSGIVING 
Service  was  held  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  21.  The 
Rev.  Odell  Simmons  was  the  host 
pastor. 

THE  WESLEYANS  (former  Wes¬ 
leyan  Service  Guild)  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lees- 
ville,  purchased  a  new  Broyhill 
dining  room  set,  including  lighted 
breakfront,  table  and  eight  chairs, 
for  the  parsonage.  The  Rev. 
Donald  M.  Risinger  is  the  pastor. 

UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  of 
the  Mt.  Hermon  Church  are  making 
a  study  of  the  Book  of  Revela¬ 
tions  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  who  is  pastor 
of  the  Kentwood  and  Mt.  Hermon 
Charge. 

YOUTH  SUNDAY  in  the  Napoleon 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church, 
Nov.  11,  included  Madolyn  Hingle, 
UMY  president;  also,  Keith  La- 
puyade,  Yvette  and  Missy  Sirker 
and  Billy  Barker.  The  Rev. 
Calvin  Lapuyade  is  their  pastor. 
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AT  LEFT:  The  Rev. 
Lewis  E.  Milem  accepts 
the  offering  plates  from 
his  sons,  Eddie  and 
David.  The  brothers  as¬ 
sist  their  father  regularly 
in  services  at  Montgomery 
United  Methodist  Church. 


THE  CREATIVE  CHRISTIANS 
Link  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  DeRidder,  is  sponsoring 
a  chicken  gumbo  dinner  on  Dec.  1 
from  5  until  7  p.m.  The  dinner  is 
being  held  in  conjunction  with 
their  Christmas  Boutique  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  sales  will  go  to 
the  Dulac  Community  Center, 
the  Rev.  Odell  Simmons  is  pastor. 

ISTROUMA  CHURCH  YOUTH  in 
Baton  Rouge  are  sponsoring  a 

Bancake  breakfast  on  Saturday, 
ec.  1,  7:30-11:30  a.m. 

JAMES  McLEMORE  is  serving  as 
general  chairman  of  the  Every 
Member  Commitment  program  in 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lafayette,  assisted  by  J.  P. 
Owen,  Jr.  They  are  using  the 
“Pony  Express  Method-”  The 
Rev.  Jerry  Means  is  pastor. 
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AT  RIGHT:  Mrs.  Clarice  Taylor 
adjusts  food  dishes  as  she  pre¬ 
pares  for  the  Friendship  Club 
Thanksgiving  dinner  at  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston. 
BELOW:  Several  members  of  the 
Friendship  Club  enjoy  their 
dinner.  The  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch, 
Jr.,  is  their  pastor. 


COVINGTON  UNITED  Methodist 
Women  held  a  two-day  Bible  study 
under  the  leadership  of  Ann 
Graham.  Noon  luncheons  followed 
the  9:30  a.m.  classes,  Nov.  13 
and  14.  The  Rev.  Angus  Lee 
Carruth  is  their  pastor. 

THE  REV.  FRANK  C.  Lankford,. 
1100  S.  Farmerville,  Ruston,  La. 
71270,  has  returned  home  from  the 
hospital  following  his  third  heart 
attack.  We  have  received  word 
from  Mrs.  Lankford  stating  that 
he  is  recovering  nicely. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Readinir,  wWch  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Nov.  25— Sunday  Prov.  1:2-9 

Rev.  21:1-7 

Nov.  26  . John  8:12-19 

Nov.  27  . John  10:1-18 

Nov.  28  . John  11:21-27 

Nov.  29  . John  14.6-12 

Nov.  30  . John  15:1-8 

Dec.  1  . John  17:11-21 

Dec.  2 — Sunday  .  Isaiah  11:1-10 


UNITED  METHODIST  MEN  of 
Jefferson  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
were  hosts  to  the  men’s  group 
from  Ingleside  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Thursday,  Nov.  15. 
Guest  speaker  was  Terry  L. 
Switzer,  stock  broker. 

THE  JONESBORO  SENIOR  UMY 
held  a  planning  day  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  10,  at  Ewing’s  Camp  at 
Black  Lake.  Laney  Kuhn  is  their 
new  youth  director.  The  Rev. 
Dan  Tohline  is  pastor. 

DAY  SCHOOL  OPEN  HOUSE  was 
held  in  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  on  Thursday, 
Nov.  15.  Dr.  Catherine  James, 
curriculum  supervisor  for  the 
Lafayette  Parish  Schools,  was  the 
spealcer.  Mrs.  Don  Henderson  is 
director  of  the  Asbury  Day  School. 

ST.  BERNARD  AND  ST.  CLAUDE 
Heights  children  in  Chalmette 
reported  over  $300  collected  for 
UNICEF.  Winners  in  Group  I  were 
Cherry  Jordan  and  Matthew  Odom; 
in  Group  II,  Jill  King  and  Teresa 
Periy;  in  Group  HI,  Patricia 
Taujier  and  Mary  Ann  Ragusa. 
Their  pastor  is  the  Rev.  James 
Evans. 


UNICEF  COLLECTIONS  by  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  of  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
amounted  to  $234.48.  Special 
thanks  were  given  to  Joy  Mc¬ 
Queen,  Jeanne  Eubanks,  Gloria 
Parse,  Jay  Coder,  Clyde  James, 
John  Havenstrite,  Louise  Kiel, 
R.  L.  Greer,  Bill  Wilkins,  Donna 
Olson,  Allyn  Waddingham,  and  to 
the  children  and  their  teachers. 
Dr.  Henry  Rickey  is  their  pastor. 


Church  in  New  Orleans  will  ob¬ 
serve  the  25th  year  of  its  organi¬ 
zation  during  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber  Phil  Nungesser  is  chairman 
ot  the  committee  planning  for  the 
commemoration.  Featured  speaker 
on  the  first  Sunday  will  be  the 
p ^^’’^zier,  superintendent 
of  the  Monroe  District  who  was 
pastor  of  the  Lake  Vista  Church 

•  present  pastor 

IS  the  Rev.  Donice  W.  Alverson. 
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WHAT’S  A  YOUTH 
SERVICE  FUND? 

For  four  years  now  the  youth 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  been  asked  to  give  to  the 
Youth  Service  Fund,  but  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  many  persons  have  not 
received  the  word.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  Youth  Team  has  tried 
many  different  means  as  they 
have  attempted  to  spread  the 
word  about  YSF;  here  now  is  an¬ 
other  attempt. 

Youth  Service  Fund  is  a  fund 
raised  and  allocated  by  youth  and 
the  adult  workers  with  youth.  It 
is  a  denominational  fund  to  which 
youth  in  all  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  are  asked  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  The  major  portion  of 
the  fund  (70%)  remains  within 
the  Annual  Conference  boundar¬ 
ies  to  be  allocated  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  Youth  Team.  The  Con¬ 


ference  Youth  Team  chooses  pro¬ 
jects  to  be  funded  through  YSF 
(V3  of  the  Fund  goes  to  projects 
outside  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 


ence  and  %  are  spent  on  pro¬ 
jects  within  Louisiana).  The  re¬ 
maining  30%  of  the  YSF  goes 
to  the  national  youth  organiza¬ 


tion,  the  United  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Youth  Ministry  —  for 
their  use  in  publicity  and  nation¬ 
wide  projects. 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
Youth  Team  has  as  its  goal,  a 
giving  of  $1.00  per  youth  mem¬ 
ber  reported  in  the  Journal  from 
each  local  church.  That  figure 
for  the  entire  conference  this 
year  is  $12,732,  The  goal  there¬ 
fore  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  YSF  is  $12,732.  Thus  far, 
our  giving  for  1973  has  amounted 
to  $555.30  ($388.71  of  which  re¬ 
mains  in  Louisiana  Conference). 

The  YSF  is  an  extra  offering 
by  youth,  to  youth  projects. 
Youth  should  first  give  to  their 
local  church  and  then  to  YSF. 
Youth  Service  Fund  needs  your 
support! 
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YOUTH 


First  of  all,  the  Youth  Service  Fund  is 
YOUTH  oriented.  Its  prima^  concern  is  youth, 
(without,  of  course,  ignoring  the  beauty  of 
working  together  with  adults).  The  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund  is  trying  to  bring  about  the  aware¬ 
ness  that  the  time  has  come  in  this  day  and 
age  when  youth  in  local  churches  must  begin 
to  honestly  ask  questions  like-  “Why  am  I  in 
the  church?”  “What  am  I  looking  for?”  “Do  I 
really  know  what’s  going  on  in  the  life  of  the 
church?”  “To  what  extent  have  I  involved  my¬ 
self  as  a  youth  in  the  total  life  of  the  church?” 
You  can  go  on  and  on  asking  similiar  ques¬ 
tions,  but  until  we  decide  to  really  sit  back  and 
seriously  examine  these  questions,  it  will  be  a 
mere  waste  of  time. 

The  Youth  Service  Fund,  therefore,  at¬ 
tempts  to  encourage  youth  to  become  full  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  ministry  of  Christ.  Youth  in 
decision-making  positions  in  every  local  church 


is  one  of  the  goals  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Youth  Ministry  and  the  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund.  Unfortunately,  many  youth  in  local 
churches  are  still  adult  dominated  or  spoon 
fed  in  terms  of  decision-making.  Until  youth 
can  truly  say  that  they  are  full  and  active  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  total  life  of  the  church,  particu¬ 
larly  in  terms  of  youth  ministry,  then  youth 
empowerment  hasn’t  been  realized.  When  HE 
was  a  kid,  he  was  a  kid  with  lots  of  power  and 
HE  didn’t  waste  HIS  youth. 

SERVICE 


The  second  concern  of  the  Fund  is  Ser¬ 
vice.  Through  the  Youth  Service  Fund  and 
through  local  youth  councils,  youth  can  be  in 
a  very  meaningful  ministry  of  service  to  their 
fellow  humans.  Selfishness  seems  to  be  a  hu¬ 
man  weakness.  Until  we  become  servants  to 
one  another,  we  have  missed  a  vital  part  of 
Christ’s  teachings.  The  Youth  Service  Fund, 


therefore,  is  concerned  with  service  to  fellow 
humans  in  need.  Youth  across  the  church  are 
encouraged  to  seek  social  action  work  in  their 
communities  as  part  of  their  Christian  mission. 

FUND 

Money  isn’t  all  there  is  to  life,  but  it  is 
obvious  that  we  live  in  society  where  money  is 
power.  We  live  in  a  society  where  youth  must 
begin  to  take  a  good  look  at  their  spending 
practices  and  attitudes.  Could  I  save  a  dime 
today  and  give  it  to  someone  who  may  need  it 
more  than  I  do?  Youth  in  local  churches  in 
general  have  become  paranoid  about  giving 
money,  but  if  youth  can  be  assured  that  money 
is  given  for  a  good  cause,  then  they  don’t  and 
probably  won’t  be  stingy.  Project  funding, 
therefore,  becomes  a  major  tool  in  achieving 
help  for  fellow  humans  through  the  Youth 
Service  Fund. 
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Conference  Youth  Team  selects  priorities  for  1973-74 


The  CYT  has  discussed  many  con¬ 
cerns  which  express  the  needs  of  the 
present  day,  particularly  as  these  con¬ 
cerns  affect  youth  and  their  world.  Af¬ 
ter  much  discussion  and  debate,  the 
CYT  decided  on  the  following  five 
issues  as  priority  issues  for  their  work 
as  Youth  Service  Fund  educators  and 
investors: 

1)  Elimhiatioii  of  Racial  Prejudice 
In  the  Christian  world  of  love  and 
fellowship  there  is  no  room  for  feel¬ 
ings  of  distrust  and  anger  between 
fellow  children  of  God.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth  Team  is  anxious  for  our 
Conference  to  share  the  faith  of 
Christ  with  all  persons. 

2)  Peace  Education  and  Postwar  Re¬ 
conciliation 

Our  country  has  been  in  armed  con¬ 
flict  for  much  of  the  lives  of  the 
youth  alive  today.  We  are  moving 
toward  peaceful  relationships  with 
other  countries.  The  CYT  believes 
that  we  should  use  our  energies  to 
develop  an  atmosphere  of  peace  and 
goodwill  and  cooperate  in  “clean¬ 
ing-up”  after  the  destruction  of  war. 

3)  Acceptance  of  Pei:sons  (Elimina¬ 
tion  of  Sex  Roles) 

The  gospels  teach  us  to  accept 
others  as  equals  —  as  persons  of 
worth  and  as  children  of  God.  It  is 


our  hope  that  our  church  will  give 
leadership  in  developing  mutual  re¬ 
spect  between  all  persons  and  create 
understanding  and  communication 
between  persons  of  differing  life¬ 
styles. 

4)  Preservation  and  Restoration  of 
Natural  Environment 

Our  world  is  in  need  of  some  tend¬ 
er  loving  care.  The  history  of  mis¬ 


use  and  lack  of  conservation  of  our 
natural  environment  has  brought  us 
to  a  time  of  crisis.  We  owe  it  to 
ourselves,  our  world,  and  future 
generations  to  concentrate  on  pro¬ 
tecting  our  natural  resources. 

5)  Prison  Reform 

Prisons  should  be  correctional  insti¬ 
tutions  where  persons  are  taught  to 
become  full  participants  of  a  free 


society.  Instead,  many  prisons  lead 
to  a  future  life  of  crime  and  destruc¬ 
tion.  'The  Conference  Youth  Team 
believes  that  prisons  can  be  changed 
for  the  better  if  persons  begin  to 
show  concern  for  the  cause  of  pri¬ 
son  reform. 

These  five  priorities  are  certainly 
not  inclusive  of  all  the  issues  that  need 
attention  from  our  church  —  they  are 
issues  that  seem  most  important  to  the 
members  of  the  Team. 

We  suggest  the  following  possibili¬ 
ties  as  a  means  of  dealing  with  these 
priorities: 

a)  Take  time  during  UMY  to  discuss 
these  priorities,  perhaps  once  a 
week  or  even  spend  some  time  in 
a  series  on  each  topic; 

b)  become  involved  in  an  action  pro¬ 
ject  dealing  with  one  of  the  prior¬ 
ity  items; 

c)  develop  your  own  priorities  and 
spend  time  in  discussion,  educa¬ 
tion  and  projects  developed  from 
these  —  suggest  these  to  the  CYT 
as  priorities  for  1974-75; 

d)  suggest  to  the  Conference  Youth 
Team  possible  projects  to  be 
funded  by  the  Youth  Service  Fund 
that  deal  with  the  concerns  of  the 
priorities. 
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MAURITANIA 


SENEGAL 

MALI 
UPPER 


Did  ^ou  know 
it  is  estimated 
that  1,000,000 
Africans  have 
died  of  malnutrition 
and  disease  during 
the  past  five  years 
in  the  Southern  Sahara 
desert  area? 


It  is  now  estimated  that 
between  6  and  10 


Mali  nomads  came  to  Upper  Volta  in 
search  of  pasture  but  all  they  found  was 
a  wasteland. 


million  more  will 
die  in  the  immediate 
months  ahead. 

A  drought  of  five  years 
is  responsible  for  this 
human  tragedy. 

AOW  THAT  YOU  KAOW 
WILL  YOL  HELP? 


YSF  Projects  -  1973 


“Lord,  when  did  we  see  you  hun^ 
or  thirsty,  a  stranger  or  naked,  sick 
or  in  prison,  and  did  come  to  your 
help?”  then  he  will  answer,  “I  tell  you 
even  as  you  did  it  to  these,  the  least 
of  my  brethren,  you  did  it  to  me.” 

The  Youth  Service  Fund  Project 
Review  Task  Force  and  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth  Team  chose  four  projects 
to  receive  funding  from  the  money  col¬ 
lected  in  1973.  Each  project  was 
funded  in  the  amount  of  $100  and  will 
receive  equal  funding  from  YSF  mon¬ 
ies  that  are  received  up  to  December 
31,  1973. 


Indian  Center  —  Elton,  La. 

This  project  is  directed  toward  meet¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  the  Kosadi  Indians  in 
Elton  and  the  surrounding  area. 

Methodist  Home-Hospital  —  New 
Orleans 

This  project  is  a  mission  project  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  and  is  pri¬ 
marily  ministering  to  abused  and  ne¬ 
glected  children.  The  project  ministers 
to  children  and  youth  between  the  ages 
of  13  to  17  and  provides  a  place 
where  these  children  can  live  while 
more  permanent  arrangements  are 
made  for  their  future. 


St.  James  Day  Care  Center  — 
Shreveport 

The  Day  Care  Center  at  St,  James 
United  Methodist  Church  was  begun 
in  1953  as  a  service  to  working  moth¬ 
ers.  The  center  provides  an  education¬ 
al  atmosphere  where  children  of  work¬ 
ing  mothers  can  spend  the  day  in 
creative  activities  and  allow  the  moth¬ 
ers  the  opportunity  of  continuing  to 
work. 

West  African  Famine 

Receiving  almost  no  coverage  in  the 
U.S.  media,  this  century’s  worst  fa¬ 
mine  is  threatening  death  by  starva¬ 
tion  for  an  estimated  six  million  of 
the  twenty-five  million  people  in  the 
critical  SAHEL  region  of  West  Africa, 
(the  six  nations  of  Songal,  Mauritania, 
Mali,  Upper  Volta  and  Chad)  The  area 
has  suffered  from  perennial  drought 
for  the  last  five  years  and  the  coming 
year  promises  to  be  the  sixth.  This 
drought  has  led  to  the  subsequent  fa¬ 
mine  —  a  famine  the  United  Nations 
Food  and  Agricultural  Organization 
(FAO)  has  characterized  as  being  as 
severe  as  Bangladesh. 

The  money  for  YSF  goes  to  provide 
food  and  medical  supplies,  to  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  this  disaster.  Tlie  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  is  the  group 
through  which  our  funds  are  working. 


Projects  needed  for  1974 

What  projects  do  you  know  about  that  should  be  funded  by  the 
Youth  of  our  conference?  The  Conference  Youth  Team  will  be  making 
a  decision  as  to  the  1974  Projects  for  Youth  Service  Fund  at  its  meeting 
on  December  15,  1973.  They  need  your  help  in  choosing  these  projects. 

Fill  in  the  proposal  form  below  with  as  much  detailed  information 
as  you  can  regarding  a  project  you  might  be  interested  in,  involved  in,  or 
might  be  considering  as  a  project  of  your  UMYF.  Get  your  youth  group 
to  discuss  some  possibilities  —  several  heads  are  better  than  one  when  it 
comes  to  considering  projects. 

This  list  of  criteria  could  help  in  making  a  decision: 

1)  Is  it  a  project  that  meets  the  needs  of  youth? 

2)  Does  it  already  receive  adequate  funding  from  other  sources? 

3)  Could  youth  of  the  conference  assist  in  other  ways  besides  contribut¬ 
ing  financially? 

4)  Does  it  fit  into  one  of  the  issues  listed  in  the  Conference  Youth  Team 
priorities? 

Send  your  suggestions  by  December  12th  to:  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  P,  O. 
Box  4325,  Shreveport,  LA  71104. 
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Project  Proposal 
Youth  Service  Fund 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Team 

Date _ 

Name  of  Project _ 

Addr  es  s _ 

Contact  Person 


A  ddres  s _ 

Description  of  Project: 


Budget  required  for  project: 

Amount  requested  from  Youth  Service  Fund: 
Amount  contributed  by  other  sources: 


Signature  of  person  submitting  proposal 


Address 


Relationship  to  Youth  Program  or 
United  Methodist  Church 
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LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  2: 

“Why  The  Gospel  of  John?” 


INTRODUCTION;  We  are  to  study  the  Gospel  of 
John  this  quarter,  (Dec.,  Jan.  and  Feb.).  There 
^vill  be  three  units:  1)  The  Son  of  came 
to  Us;  2)  The  Son  of  God  Active  Among  Us; 
and  3)  The  Son  of  God  Victorious  For  Us.  In 
this  first  unit  there  are  four  ses^ons:  A.  Why 
the  Gospel  of  John?;  B.  Who  is  This  Jesus?; 
C.  Belief  or  Unbelief;  D.  The  Word  Dwelt 
Among  Us.  Today  we  will  seek  to  discover  the 
unique  message  of  John.  The  message  of  John’s 
gospel  should  come  throi^b  to  us  in  sharper 
focus  as  we  view  it  agmnst  the  background  of 
the  condkimis^  life-style  and  thought,  and  peo¬ 
ple  to  whom  he  first  wrote. 

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  John  1:6-13;  17; 
20:30-31;  21:24-25 

MEMORY  SELECTION;  These  are  written  that 
you  may  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  and  that  believii^  you  may  have  life  in 
bis  name.  —  John  20:31  (rsv) 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON:  To  enable  ns  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  significant  contribution  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  John  to  the  end  that  we  may  be  led  to 
accept  the  promise  he  off.ers  in  Christ. 


*  *  * 


A  BOOK  BELOVED 

The  Gospel  of  John  is  the  best  loved  book  in  the 
Bible  for  many  people.  The  writer  speaks  to  their 
needs  and  feeds  the  deep  heart  hungers.  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Barclay  refers  to  it  as  the  “Gospel  of  the  eagle’s 
eye.”  “The  eagle,”  he  says,  “of  all  living  creatures 
alone  can  look  straight  into  the  sun  and  not  be 
dazzled,  and  John  of  all  the  New  Testament  writers 
has  the  most  penetrating  gaze  into  the  eternal  mys¬ 
teries  and  the  eternal  truths,  and  into  the  very  mind 
of  God  ”  (Barclay,  The  Gospel  of  John  V.  I,  Int. 
XV.  St.  Andrews  Press).  It  is  this  great  book  and  its 
central  character,  Jesus,  we  will  be  reading  and 
studying  this  quarter. 

A  FOURTH  GOSPEL 

The  subject  for  today  is  a  question:  “Why  the 
Gospel  of  John?”  At  first  you  may  share  my  initial 
reaction.  To  have  read  and  come  under  the  power 
of  this  gospel  is  reason  enough.  Perhaps  none  can 
measure  the  tremendous  influence  this  small  book 
has  had  upon  human  life  on  this  planet.  Yet  its  in¬ 
fluence  has  been  great,  we  know.  Is  that  not  enough 
to  justify  its  existence?  The  value  of  a  gospel  or 
book  is  not  its  beautiful  and  impressive  prose  or  its 
interesting  story.  Its  lasting  value  lies  in  its  power 
to  bring  us  into  an  awareness  of  God  and  commit¬ 


ment  to  his  will  and  purpose  for  our  lives.  But  it 
does  help  our  understanding  of  God’s  word  to  know 
something  of  the  purpose,  people,  and  relationship 
to  other  biblical  literature  of  the  book  we  are  study¬ 
ing.  So  we  ask  why  this  gospel  in  order  to  know  it 
better  and  discover  its  deeper  meanings. 

CONDITIONS  THAT  BROUGHT  FORTH 
THIS  GOSPEL 

Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke  are  called  synoptic 
gospels.  Though  each  is  different  from  the  other, 
they  are  similar  as  to  source  and  the  material  used. 
In  contrast,  the  Fourth  Gospel  is  basically  different 
from  the  synoptics. 

In  John  the  cleansing  of  the  temple  comes  at 
the  beginning  of  Jesus’  ministry.  There  are  no  stories 
of  the  birth  of  Jesus  in  John.  This  gospel  includes 
material  not  found  in  the  other  three.  'Hie  wedding 
feast  in  Cana;  the  visit  of  Nicodemus,  the  raising  of 
Lazarus,  etc.,  are  found  only  in  John’s  Gospel.  But 
these  are  not  the  most  significant  things  about  this 
Gospel’s  place  in  our  affection.  The  writer  makes 
meaningful  and  real  the  life  and  work  of  Jesus  for 
people  of  all  time  and  all  cultures.  Words  such  as 
life,  light,  love,  truth  and  comforter  characterize 
the  deep  spiritual  and  universal  message  of  this  book. 

WHEN  AND  TO  WHOM  WRITTEN 

The  Fourth  Gospel  was  written  much  later  than 
the  first  three.  It  was  written  in  Ephesus  around 
100  A.D.  By  this  time  Christianity  had  moved  be¬ 
yond  the  Jewish  boundaries  into  the  gentile  culture. 
The  Greeks  in  Ephesus  were  unfamiliar  with  Jewish 
history  and  tradition.  The  gospel  writer  had  to  tell 
his  story  in  terms  with  which  they  were  familiar.  He 
must  describe  Jesus,  not  as  the  fulfilment  of  a 
promised  Jewish  messiah,  but  in  terms  of  their  own 
culture. 

Perhaps  this  is  a  significant  discovery  of  the 
way  in  which  our  experience  of  Christ  becomes 
more  real  to  his  followers.  Adapting  our  language 
and  message  in  contemporary  ideas  and  terms  we 
discover  the  broad  appeal  he  has  for  humanity  of 
races,  classes,  and  cultures. 

Perhaps  a  good  question  to  consider  is  how  can 
we  describe  Jesus  as  a  vital  and  relevant  savior  in 
contemporary  society?  What  thought  forms  and  ideas 
need  enlightment  through  the  application  of  Jesus’ 
life  and  teachings  as  we  reinterpret  them  for  our 
day? 

John  takes  the  idea  the  Greeks  had  of  word  and 
reason  and  describe  Jesus  as  the  fulfilment  of  this 
concept.  The  Word  was  God.  Christ  r^resents  God, 
or  Word,  and  gives  meaning. 

PROBLEMS  OF  FIRST  CENTURY 
CHRISTIANITY 

It  was  inevitable  that  there  would  be  misunder¬ 
standings  arise  among  the  early  Christians.  Without 
the  presence  of  Jesus  there  were  many  false  and 


misleading  ideas  advocated.  Some  claimed  that  John 
the  Baptist  was  the  promised  messiah.  John’s  Gos¬ 
pel  insists  he  was  a  forerunner.  “He  was  not  that 
light,  but  came  to  bear  witness  to  the  true  light.” 

Others  said  physical  matter  was  evil.  Only  spirit 
was  pure.  Therefore  God  could  not  exist  in  evil  mat¬ 
ter.  Jesus  was  not  really  human.  He  only  appeared 
to  be  a  man.  John’s  word  to  this  is  that  “the  Word 
became  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us.” 

Another  idea  current  in  the  time  of  the  writing 
of  this  gospel  was  that  salvation  was  obtained 
through  special  knowledge.  Does  this  sound  very 
up-to-date  to  you?  Is  there  a  special  formula,  rit¬ 
ual,  or  knowledge  that  brings  fulfilment?  Why  are 
so  many  cults  attractive  today?  The  knowing  that 
saves,  according  to  John,  is  to  know  God  and  his 
Son,  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  has  sent. 

The  writer  knew  Jesus  and  through  him  he  had 
found  God.  The  experience  was  so  great  he  wanted 
others  to  find  and  believe  in  Jesus.  It  had  changed 
his  life.  He  believed  it  would  change  the  world.  Do 
we  share  his  belief?  “We  beheld  his  glory,  glory  of 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.” 

THE  PURPOSE  OF  IHE  GOSPEL 

One  of  the  suggested  scripture  selections  is  a 
statement  of  the  purpose  of  the  Gospel.  The  author 
says  many  other  accounts  of  the  life  of  Jesus  are 
known  to  his  readers.  His  account  was  written  that 
the  reader  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God,  and  believing  might  have  life  in  his 
name.” 

Do  you  think  he  fulfills  his  stated  purpose?  Il¬ 
lustrate, 

What  is  our  purpose  in  the  Church  and  the 
Church  School?  Can  you  state  an  adequate  purpose 
definitely?  How  can  we  proceed  to  fulfill  our  pur¬ 
pose  as  a  Christian  group  when  we  have  formulated 
it? 

ETERNAL  LIFE 

Jesus  prays  that  God  will  grant  eternal  life  to 
all  his  followers  (John  17:1-3),  Eternal  life  is  de¬ 
fined  as  the  knowledge  of  the  only  true  God  and 
Jesus  Christ  whom  God  has  sent. 

The  promise  of  life  beyond  death  is  a  sacred 
and  precious  part  of  the  Christian’s  faith.  But  eter¬ 
nal  life  is  also  a  quality  of  life  without  beginning 
or  ending.  So,  eternal  life  is  an  experience  we  can 
have  now.  There  is  a  quality  of  life  that  Jesus  brings 
to  an  individual  that  creates  an  awareness  of  mean¬ 
ing  and  enrichment  that  we  call  fulfilment.  John  had 
found  and  describes  this  experience  as  eternal  life. 
It  was  in  Jesus  Christ  whom  God  had  sent  into  the 
world. 

*  *  * 

/ 

“Who  is  This  Jesus?”  is  the  subject  for  next  week 
as  we  continue  the  study  of  the  Gospel  of  John. 
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^^Pluralism  within  church”  causes  Good  News  to  change  stance 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMQ  —  Following  a 
closed,  one-day  meeting  here  November  6,  the  Rev. 
Riley  Case,  Union  City,  Ind.,  chairman  of  a  cur¬ 
riculum  task  force  of  the  evangelical  “Good  News” 
movement  within  the  United  Methodist  Church,  is 
quoted  as  saying  “We  have  a  new  reading  of  the 
minds  of  the  people  responsible  for  materials  com¬ 
ing  out  of  Nashville.” 

Six  representatives  from  Good  News  and  16 
members  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division  of 
Education  issued  a  release  November  9  saying 
pluralism  had  been  the  pivotal  word  for  their  meet¬ 
ing. 

Mr.  Riley  told  the  staff  members  that  the  Good 
News  stance  toward  curriculum  had  shifted.  Initi¬ 
ally,-  the  release  continued,  the  movement  tended  to 
seek  conformity  of  the  whole  church  to  a  particular 
point  of  view. 

The  Rev.  Charles  W.  Keysor,  Wilmore,  Ky., 
editor  of  the  Good  News  magazine,  identified  two 
reasons  for  the  change:  recent  changes  in  the  staff 
and  structure  of  the  board,  and  the  adoption  of  a 
position  of  pluralism  by  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 


ence.  As  a  result,  the  Good  News  movement  has 
shifted  its  strategy  towards  concentrating  on  meet¬ 
ing  the  curriculum  needs  of  United  Methodist  evan¬ 
gelicals,  according  to  the  release. 

The  Rev.  Paul  H.  Morell,  pastor  of  Tyler  Street 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Tex.,  listed  sev¬ 
eral  concerns  of  United  Methodists  to  which  he  said 
the  denomination  is  not  addressing  itself:  “the  neg¬ 
lect  of  matters  such  as  prophecy,  charismatic  move¬ 
ment,  gifts  arid  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  the  second  com¬ 
ing,  the  occult,  and  the  spirit  world.” 

Five  options  for  dealing  with  the  needs  of  evan¬ 
gelicals  were  outlined  in  a  position  paper  from  the 
Good  News  group:  (1)  an  alternative  set  of  cur¬ 
riculum  materials;  (2)  a  broader  system  of  materials 
that  would  include  evangelicals  in  the  curriculum¬ 
building  and  curriculum-writing  process:  (3)  ap¬ 
proval  by  the  Program-Curriculum  Committee  of 
selected  non-United  Methodist  evangelical  materials; 
(4)  cooperation  with  evangelical  denominations  in 
the  publishing  of  materials;  and  (5)  a  possible  com¬ 
bination  of  the  above. 

According  to  the  release.  Dr.  Howard  M.  Ham, 
Division  of  Education  Associate  General  Secretary, 


and  Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of  church  scl^l 
publications,  outlined  the  guidelines  and  limitations 
in  The  Book  of  Disci|rfine  within  which  all  those 
responsible  for  curriculum  resources  are  required  to 
work.  Both  emphasized,  the  release  said,  that  within 
this  Disciplinary  framework  staff  persons  are  ready 
and  eager  to  find  ways  to  provide  resources  that 
meet  the  needs  of  varying  groups  in  a  pluralistic 
church. 

Affirmations  by  both  groups  to  seek  ways  to 
satisfactorily  meet  the  needs  of  evangelicals  within 
the  denomination  ended  the  meeting. 

Representatives  of  the  Good  News  group  at  the 
meeting  were:  Dr.  Robert  G.  Mayfield,  Lexington, 
Ky.;  the  Rev.  Charles  W.  Keysor,  Wilmore,  Ky.;  the 
Rev.  Paul  H.  Morell,  Dallas,  Tex.;  the  Rev.  Riley 
Case,  Union  City,  Ind.;  the  Rev.  Dale  Bittinger, 
Rogersville,  Tenn.;  and  Larry  A.  Souder,  Jr.,  a  lay¬ 
man  from  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla. 

Board  of  Discipleship  General  Secretary  Dr. 
Melvin  G.  Talbert  represented  the  board  along  with 
Dr.  Ham,  Dr.  Watts,  and  other  staff  members  of 
the  Division  of  Education. 
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Interracial  team  to  serve  in  unprecedented  district  plan 


HOLLY  SPRINGS,  Miss.  (UMC)— 
An  unprecedented  plan  calling  for  two 
geographical  districts,  each  to  be 
served  by  an  interracial  team  of  four 
superintendents,  was  approved  here 
November  6  by  delegates  to  the  North 
Mississippi  United  Methodist  Annual 
Conference. 

During  a  special  adjourned  session 
on  the  campus  of  Rust  College,  the 
delegates  approved  the  plan  by  a  vote 
of  267  for,  28  against,  and  two  abstain¬ 
ing. 

The  Mississippi  Conference,  which 
covers  the  southern  half  of  the  state, 
will  meet  Nov.  12  and  is  expected  to 
adopt  a  similar  plan. 

The  new  approach,  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  nation,  will  include  teams 


composed  of  three  whites  and  one 
black.  Since  merger  was  approved  by 
the  white  and  black  conferences  in 
North  Mississippi  the  former  racially 
constituted  districts  have  been  main¬ 
tained  in  anticipation  of  approval  of  a 
new  plan. 

Presiding  at  the  adjourned  session  of 
the  North  Mississippi  Conference  was 
Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes  who  served  as 
consultant  to  the  special  district  study 
committee  he  appointed  last  June.  The 
committee,  headed  by  the  Rev.  A.  C. 
Bishop  of  Clarksdale,  was  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  studying  the 
peculiar  needs  of  North  Mississippi 
United  Methodism  and  making  recom¬ 
mendations  for  new  districts.  The  13- 
member  committee  composed  of  black 


and  white  members  was  unanimously 
in  favor  of  the  new  two-district  team 
approach. 

The  committee  suggested  that  if  the 
plan  proves  workable  it  could  be  a 
model  approach  for  the  entire  church. 

But  is  the  plan  legal?  Yes,  replied 
Senator  George  Yarbrough  of  Red 
Banks,  a  General  Conference  delegate 
who  has  a  history  of  being  opposed  to 
merger  of  the  black  and  white  confer¬ 
ences.  Yarbrough  backed  the  plan  and 
served  on  a  committee  to  look  into  its 
constitutionality. 

“We  have  consulted  the  most  learned 
lawyers  in  the  state,”  he  told  the  dele¬ 
gates,  “and  we  have  concluded  that 
the  plan  is  constitutional.”  The  law¬ 
maker  added,  “We  believe  the  plan  is 


constitutional  as  a  temporary  procedure 
and  could  work  into  a  permanent 
plan.”  He  pointed  out  that  the  Dkci- 
piine  does  not  explicitly  forbid  the  ap¬ 
pointing  of  more  than  one  superinten¬ 
dent  to  a  district.  “When  the  constitu¬ 
tion  is  silent  we  feel  it  can  be  done 
legally,”  he  said. 

An  anxiety  expressed  by  some  black 
delegates  was  whether  or  not  the  new 
plan  would  guarantee  that  black  min¬ 
isters  would  be  represented  in  the  cab¬ 
inet  in  future  years.  Bishop  Stokes  re¬ 
plied;  “It  is  my  moral  understanding 
that  this  would  be  the  case.” 

An  amendment  was  defeated  which 
would  have  reduced  the  total  number 
of  superintendents  from  eight  to  six. 
f 


From  Our  Readers 


WHO  SPEAKS 
FOR  METHODISTS? 

Dear  Editor: 

...  I  taught  in  grade  school  and  in 
high  school  many  years  ...  I  have 
served  my  people  as  their  Clerk  of 
Court  and  State  Representative,  all  of 
which  I  believe  qualifies  me  to  make 
some  grass-root  observations. 

The  general  attitude  in  this  country 
is  diametrically  opposite  to  the  philo¬ 
sophy  of  our  founding  fathers  who 
pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes  and 
their  sacred  honor  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence. 

Today’s  philosophy  is  more  one  of 
self-serving,  dishonesty  and  immorali¬ 
ty. 

The  electronic  media  has  tried  our 
President;  they  found  him  guilty  of,  I 
know  not  what  —  they  find  that  they 
cannot  impose  the  sentence  and  he 
won’t  quit.  They  are  finding  that  the 
American  People,  the  silent  majority, 
have  opened  their  eyes,  and  to  save 
face  and  keep  in  good  standing  with 
Communist  leaders,  they  are  asking 
him  to  resign  —  they  cannot  win  — 
the  American  people  cannot  be  ig¬ 
nored.  This  hellish  chorus  has  reached 
its  crescendo,  let’s  hope  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  our  patriotic  leaders  are  giv¬ 


en  the  opportunity  to  put  their  minds 
and  shoulders  to  the  tasks  they  were 
elected  to  take  care  of. 

The  one  thing  that  frightens  me  and 
disturbs  me  most  is  that  there  are 
those  in  higher  brackets  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  who  took  it  upon 
themselves  to  speak  for  the  Methodists 
of  the  nation  and  adopted  resolutions 
calling  on  Congress  to  impeach  the 
President.  .  . 

Study  the  sequence  through  which 
each  nation  progressed  and  the  com¬ 
mon  factors  which  led  to  each  civiliza¬ 
tion’s  fall,  and  it  is  found  to  be:  com¬ 
placency,  apathy  and  the  decay  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  which  faith  fades  into  mere 
form  and  loses  contact  with  life  situa¬ 
tions  and  finally  to  anarchy  and  jungle 
law.  The  average  duration  of  all  the 
world’s  civilizations  has  been  200 
years.  Does  history  repeat  itself? 
Where  do  we,  the  United  States  of 
America  stand?  .  .  . 

I  shall  hold  you  and  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  in  the  kindest  personal  regards 
and  with  high  esteem  always. 


Sincerely  yours, 
Nathan  L.  Ewing, 
Jonesboro,  La. 


WIDELY 

KNOWN 

PEOPLE 


...Johnny  Cash,  Anita  Bryant,  Billy 
Graham,  Coretta  King,  Pat  Boone, 
Lawrence  Welk,  and  many,  many 
more... Have  written  meditations 
for  the  January-February  issue  of 
The  Upper  Room. 

Pick  up  your  copy  in  church 
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Youth  Ministry  looks  to  future.... proposes  test  programs 


OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  (UMC)  —  A  pro¬ 
cedure  was  launched  here  Nov.  1-5  which  could 
produce  by  late  1975  a  host  of  tested,  creative  pro¬ 
posals  for  youth  ministry  in  the  United  Methc^ist 
Church. 

The  “Consultation  on  the  Future  of  Local 
Church  Youth  Ministry”  was  initiated  by  the  staff 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  an  attempt  to  clarify 
the  philosophy,  structure,  and  program  of  youth 
ministry. 

Attending  the  conference  were  57  adults  who 
are  annual  conference  youth  coordinators  and  57 
conference  youth  presidents.  Fifty-five  of  the  70 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  were  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  groundwork  for  the  consultation  began 
more  than  a  year  ago  when  questionnaires  were 
circulated  among  persons  across  the  nation  asking 
them  what  they  considered  to  be  the  issues  of  youth 
ministry  in  the  local  church. Respondents  included 
local  church  adults  and  youth,  conference  officers, 
Board  of  Discipleship  members,  and  curriculum 
planners. 

The  overwhelming  theme  of  the  response,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Board  of  Discipleship  staff  member 
Charles  Courtoy  was  the  need  for  an  understand¬ 
able  definition  of  youth  ministry. 

The  issues  were  merged  into  24  categories  and 
143  individuals  with  particular  credentials  or  ex¬ 
perience  in  youth  ministry  spent  the  summer  study¬ 
ing  the  issues  and  preparing  summaries.  These  sum¬ 
maries  were  sent  in  advance  to  individuals  assigned 
to  small  groups  dealing  with  the  same  specific  area 
of  concern. 

After  four  input  sessions,  many  late-night  ses¬ 
sions,  and  more  than  100  dozen  cookies  prepared 
by  the  St.  Francis  de  Sales  Retreat  Center  cooks, 
the  small  groups  hammered  out  19  proposals  each 
of  which  will  be  given  to  at  least  two  annual  con¬ 
ferences  for  testing  during  1974.  Results  of  these 


tests  will  be  compiled  and  legislation,  if  necessary, 
will  be  prepared  in  late  1975  for  submission  to  the 
1976  General  Conference  through  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Bringing  together  for  the  first  time  in  several 
years  youth  leaders  and  adult  workers  with  youth, 
the  Consultation  faced  head-on  what  one  staff  mem¬ 
ber  called  “major  unrest  and  confusion  about  local 
church  youth  ministry.” 

For  many  years  both  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  youth  activities  followed  a  singular 
approach  of  local  church  “clubs”  which  were  re¬ 
sourced  through  all  levels  of  church  life.  While  not 
eliminating  the  club  approach  which  is  still  popular 
at  the  local  level,  the  1968  Disdjriine  of  the  new 
United  Methodist  Church  reflected  a  “wholistic” 
approach. 

Today  the  Discipline  affirms  youth  as  “full  laity” 
and  defines  youth  ministry  as  “an  inclusive  title, 
encompassing  all  of  the  interests  of  the  church  and 
all  activities  by,  with,  and  to  youth,  including  the 
United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.” 

The  youth  council  is  charged  by  the  Discipline 
to  develop  a  “comprehensive,”  ministry  with  youth, 
persons  from  seventh  grade  through  high  school. 

Meeting  in  a  special  session  without  the  adults, 
the  youth  presidents  approved  a  resolution  asking 
that  a  task  force  be  established  to  investigate  the 
possibility  of  .  a  national  convocation  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  summer  of  1975.  Such  convocations  have 
been  extremely  popular  in  the  past  with  more  than 
5,000  Methodist  youth  attending  the  last  quadren¬ 
nial  convocation  at  Purdue  University  in  1964.  If 
there  was  a  consensus  among  the  114  participants 
it  was  that  youth  and  adults  across  the  church 
representing  a  wide  variety  of  perspectives  want 
to  be  involved  in  planning  church  programs  which 
affect  them. 

The  adults  who  serve  as  conference  youth  co¬ 
ordinators  appointed  a  10 -member  committee 


headed  by  the  Rev.  Donald  Bible,  Columbus,  Ohio 
to  investigate  the  possibility  of  forming  a  national 
“fellowship  of  the  workers  with  youth”  which  would 
include  adult  workers  at  all  levels  of  the  church. 
The  committee  is  scheduled  to  meet  April  16-18. 

Before  the  17  small  groups  tackled  their  tasks, 
four  input  sessions  were  provided.  Dr.  Theodore 
Runyon,  a  professor  at  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Ga.  spoke  on  the  theo¬ 
logical  aspect  of  youth  ministry;  Dr.  Merton  Strom- 
men,  president  of  Youth  Research  Center,  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn.,  shared  results  of  research  among 
church-related  youth;  a  panel  of  third-world  par¬ 
ticipants  spoke  of  their  concerns;  and  a  panel  dis¬ 
cussed  lifestyles. 

Youth  must  possess  both  a  feeling  of  belonging 
and  a  feeling  of  independence.  Dr.  Runyon  said. 
“Youth  are  like  blacks  in  the  church  in  the  sense 
that  both  groups  need  their  own  identity  within  the 
wider  structure  of  the  church.”  He  suggested  that 
a  “subculture”  of  structure  of  youth  within  the 
church  might  be  healthy.  “There  is  a  deep  frustra¬ 
tion.  When  you  belong  to  something  everybody 
belongs  to  you  belong  to  nothing.” 

Youth  structures  within  the  church  can  provide 
a  “right  of  passage”  from  parental  authority  and 
family  life  to  the  world,  he  suggested.  “The  first 
step  from  the  family  is  a  family  substitute  in  which 
one  identifies  himself  independently  from  his  fam¬ 
ily.” 

Religion  must  help  young  people  make  reason¬ 
able  and  coherent  the  real  world  in  which  they  live 
by  providing  rational  concreteness  and  some  cer¬ 
tainty  while  preserving  openness,  he  said. 

“If  we  default  by  providing  no  structure  then  a 
‘total  solution’  seems  very  attractive  to  many  per¬ 
sons,”  he  declared.  “The  silent  majority  will  not 
tolerate  chaos  —  a  completely  unstructured  situa¬ 
tion.” 
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High  school 

NORTHFmD,  III  (RHS)  --  To-' 
morrow’s  leaders,  whea  it  comes  to|, 
moral,  rdigious  and  social  issues,  are 
emer^Bg  from  high  school  with  more 
traditional  attitudes  than  their  prede- 
cessm-s,  it  was  learned  here.^  *  # 

A  total  77  per  cent  of  the  26,000 
;studeht  leaders  queried  in  a  nation¬ 
wide  survey  said  they  believe  that  reli¬ 
gion  ife  relevant  to  society,  and  66  per 
^cent  said  they  attend  religious  services 
:regularly.  ^ 

Last  year,  63  per  cent  felt  religion 
was  meanin^ul;  57  per  cent  regularly 
attended  services. 

Contrary  to  much  popular  opinion, 
involvement  in  pre-marital  sex,  drugs, 
communes,  and  wild  rock  festivals  is 
not  “where  it’s  at”  for  most  17  and  18- 
yearrolds,  according  to  the  survey  of 
bigh-achievmg  studtents,  mcst  of  whom 
are  now  in  1973-74  college  freshman 


u  ,  -V 


s 


*  ^ 
classes. 


For  instance,  |0  per  reliant.  |o  mn* 

dttional  raarriagje,«^72  ^r  ccni  have  te&pomr;^so^nty.^^venty-nine  ^per 
never,  used  drupt^;  ti|cludii^'maii»;, '5? ^  CatKoHcs,  I^I|ed  |^yorahl|^^d , 
Juana,  only  25  per  cent  have  p^d-  58  per  cent  of>iewish  students^gree^i; 
pated  m  sexual-'relationS,>and'6T4'P^^i./,^U^d^\T^ 
cent 'said  they  ^ould  raise  diete_,ihil-^:.Mr|;pahhc  rfo<«  smdenfe^(76  m ' 
dren  the  same  my  they  were  rafe'e<J,  .eent|i§av|,^relevatt<^  in  rdl^on  than  * 
The  survey,  conducted  for  the  %udents  irf  parochial  schools  <75  per 
fourth  xyear  by^  Who’s , Who  "Amhng ;  ^nt).f Also, .more  female  students  (81 
American  *  Hi^  SchoolC  Students,'^  per  cent)  were?affirmatme  than  male  ^ 
fc-NortMield,  M.,  sou^t'the  yie%s  of  stu-  students  .<70  per  cent>, . 
dents  recommended  hy  ^hod  authori-  >  Contrary  to  many,  stereotypes,  95 
ties  because  of  leadership  and  achieve-  ^;  per  edit  ot  the  youth  questioned  said 
ment  in  a  variety  df  areas.  *  •  they  have  good  relationships  with  their 

More  than  50,000  students  received  parents  and  family.  Thirty-six  per  cent^j;. 
survey  questionnaires  and  the  results  said  they  communicated  easily,  while 
are  based  on  26,000  responsb.  Who’s  47  per  cent  iudicateci  communicaticai 
Who  pointed  out.  It  also  noted  that  the’  was  average.  ,  4-%  /  . 

opinions  do  not  reflect  the  thinking  of  4  ^^^Neariy-  half  of  Ae  students  discuss  . 
the  average  high  school  students.  >  r  most  of  their  serious  problems  wlthW 
In  the  area  of  religion,  8it  ppr  cent  the  home  atmosphere;  with  meipbers^ 


WdM  - 

the  met  „that  68  ^nt  said  titey 
would  ,  raise  their  >wn  children  ^the 
same^^way  'they  "Vifere,. 
parents,  V  ,  *■ 

and  moral  qliestior^  tlm  students ’in-l 
dicated  that  ^rug  use  is  infrequent,  but 
the  incidence  of  alcohol  ^  use  — ;  es- 
pedaily  beer  and  wine  ~  is  on  the 
upswing.  While  72  per  cent  had  never 
used,  marijuana,  only  27  per  cent  had 
never  drunk  bed  and  19  per  cent  had 
never  drunk  wine. 

.  -<~Altbou^  only  3  per  cent  reported 
ever  using  hard  drugs,  82  per  cent  of 
the  students  said  they  could  purchase 
such  drugs  as  heroin,  LS0,  speed, 
etc.,  in  or  near  jtheir  high  schools. 


New  Advance  projects  authorized.... giving  increases 


ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (UMC)— The  Advance  Com¬ 
mittee  authorized  125  new  projects  for  designated 
giving  by  United  Methodists  at  its  meeting  here 
Nov,  6-7.  At  the  same  time  it  heard  reports  that 
suggest  a  reversal  of  a  four-year  downward  trend 
in  the  Advance. 

The  new  projects  were  proposed  by  the  World 
Division,  National  Division  and  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  —  divisions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  They  fall 
within  general  categories  already  familiar  to  local 
churches,  including  current  mission  programs  and 
buildings  for  program-related  purposes. 

A  major  new  project  is  for  relief  of  famine  in 
west  Africa.  UMCOR  was  authorized  to  solicit  up 
to  $150,000  for  this  purpose.  The  famine  relief 
money  will  be  used  in  cooperation  with  other  de¬ 
nominations  as  a  part  of  one  million  dollars  re¬ 
quested  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker  of  New  York,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Advance,  reported  receipts  running 


10  percent  ahead  of  a  year  ago.  If  the  trend  con¬ 
tinues  through  Dec.  31,  giving  for  missions  and 
overseas  relief  through  the  Advance  would  exceed 
the  $8,400,000  of  1972.  The  figure  has  declined 
each  year  since  the  first  year  of  the  united  church, 
1969,  when  $9,940,000  was  given. 

A  major  factor  in  the  upturn,  according  to  Mr. 
Walker,  is  emergency  cultivation  for  salary  support 
of  missionaries  overseas.  In  an  effort  to  prevent  the 
number  of  foreign  missionaries  from  falling  below 
922,  there  has  been  a  churchwide  appeal  for  in¬ 
creased  contributions.  The  director  stated  that  dur¬ 
ing  October  there  was  a  net  increase  of  $48,540  in 
pledges  for  missionary  support.  This  brings  the  total 
qmount  pledged  to  $3,999,000  —  the  highest  in 
more  than  a  year.  He  said  that  pledges  of  $5,060,- 
000  are  needed  to  assure  maintenance  of  922  mis¬ 
sionaries  overseas. 

Another  uptiun  is  for  UMCOR,  which  has  re¬ 
ceived  nearly  twice  as  much  Advance  money 
through  Oct.  31  as  it  had  by  that  date  a  year  ago. 


Almost  all  of  the  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the 
response  of  churches  to  the  earthquake  at  Managua, 
Nicaragua. 

The  Rev.  David  Flude  of  the  UMCOR  staff 
told  the  Advance  Committee  that  up  to  Oct.  31  his 
unit  had  received  $741,020  designated  for  Nica¬ 
ragua.  Of  this  amount,  $278,520  has  been  expended 
or  appropriated  —  $200,000  of  it  being  applied  as 
small,  short-term  loans  to  families  wanting  to  build 
houses  by  the  revolutionary  new  Stack-a-sack 
method. 

The  remainder  of  the  Nicaragua  money  is  ear¬ 
marked  for  a  three-year  rehabilitation  program.  Dr. 
Flude  pointed  out  that  this  is  consistent  with 
UMCOR  policy  of  following  emergency  relief  with 
longer-range  rehabilitation.  He  noted  that  UMCOR 
has  just  expended  the  last  of  the  funds  for  rehabdi- 
tation  in  Peru  following  the  earthquake  there  three 
years  ago. 
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GREENSBURG  UMW  of¬ 
ficers  elected  to  serve 
the  new  organization. 
Left  to  right,  Mrs.  Bertie 
H.  Holland,  chairman. 
Nominating  Committee; 
Mrs.  Ola  H.  Schilling, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Ethel  H. 
Dunn,  secretary;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Carter,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Sara  S. 
Fugler,  president. 


Miss  Elma  Ashby  (fourth 
from  left),  retiring  mis¬ 
sionary  from  Rhodesia 
and  a  former  resident  of 
the  Green  sburg  area, 
presented  a  slide  program 
and  answered  questions 
concerning  her  work 
durjjig  a  special  seryi^e 
in  her  honor  at  Greens- 
burg  United  Methodist 
Church.  During  her  visit 
she  received  a  “gift  af 
love”  and  a  life  membership  pin,  presented  by  Mrs.  Fugler  (second  from 
right)  in  behalf  of  the  United  Methodist  Women,  and  a  large  “golden  egg” 
containing  a  love  offering,  presented  by  the  Rev.  John  H.  Casey,  pastor 
(at  right),  in  behalf  of  those  attending,  .  Friends  from  neighboring  United 
Methodist  churches  and  other  denominations  in  the  area  were  present. 


Vivian  wonnen  hold  Service  of  Celebration 


Emphasizing  the  past,  present,  and 
future  of  United  Methodist  Women, 
Mrs.  H.  W.  Garrett,  president  of  the 
former  women’s  organization  at  Vivi¬ 
an,  led  in  a  Service  of  Celebration  on 
Monday  morning,  Nov.  5  as  the  transi¬ 
tion  was  made  into  the  new  community 
of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Mrs.  Joe  B.  Clements  led  in  a  period 
of  Remembrance,  paying  tribute  to  the 
spiritual  heritage  passed  on  by  dedi¬ 
cated  women  of  the  past.  A  history  of 
former  women’s  organizations  of  the 
Vivian  church,  compiled  by  Mrs.  Gar¬ 
rett,  was  read  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Burr. 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Wilson  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Toombs  led  the  group  into  the  present 
with  an  impressive  pledge  service  and 


installation  of  new  officers.  Following 
the  service  of  installation,  the  new 
president,  Mrs.  W.  B,  Parker,  III,  was 
presented  a  president’s  pin,-  The  service 
closed  with  the  vocal  rendition  of 
“They’ll  Know  Us  by  Our  Love,”  sung 
by  Mrs.  Louis  Coppage.  A  social  hour 
concluded  the  historical  event, 
t 

CORRECTION 

The  home  address  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  E.  Ezell  was  in¬ 
correctly  given  in  last  week’s 
issue  as  being  Rt.  3,  Ruston. 
The  correct  address  is  Rt.  5,  Box 
32,  Ruston,  La.  71270. 
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Members  of  the  United 
articles  for  their  bazaar  as 
will  be  sold  in  conjunction 
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St  Women's  organization  at  Iowa  prepare 
.  John  Sayes,  pastor  looks  on.  Gumbo 
bazaar. 


United  Methodist  Women  of  PharrChapel  at  Morgan  City  prepare  cookbooks 
for  the  fourth  annual  Christmas  gift  bazaar  and  taster’s  tea.  Tickets  for 
the  Nov.  6  event  were  a  “sellout,”  with  the  price  of  admission  including 
a  recipe  book  and  one  teaspoonful  of  each  of  42  items  prepared  from 
recipes  in  the  cookbook.  The  books  were  covered  with  red  oilcloth  and 
checked  gingham  ties.  (Photo  by  THE  DAILY  REVIEW) 
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Woman  to  head  National  Council 


NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  —  The  Govern¬ 
ing  Board  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  —  federation  of  31  national 
church  bodies  —  elected  Mrs.  Claire 
Randall  of  New  York  City  to  the 
council’s  top  executive  post  during  the 
Oct.  13th  meeting  of  the  board. 

Mrs.  Randall,  associate  executive 
director  of  Church  Women  United 
will  succeed  Dr,  R.  H.  Edwin  Espy, 
who  will  retire  as  general  secretary 
Dec.  31. 

The  single  nominee  of  the  board’s 
official  “search”  committee,  headed  by 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Paul  Wash¬ 
burn  of  Chicago,  Ms.  Randall  will  be¬ 
come  the  first  woman  general  secre¬ 
tary  in  the  council’s  2 3 -year  history. 

An  ordained  elder  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A.,  Ms. 
Randall  has  held  a  variety  of  church 
agency  executive  posts  in  the  past  24- 
years.  In  the  past  decade  her  work 
with  Church  Women  United  —  an  in¬ 
terdenominational  fellowship  with 
2,100  state  and  local  affiliates  —  has 
covered  a  wide  range  of  activities, 
from  organizing  efforts  that  led  to  the 
federal  school  lunch  program  to  bring¬ 
ing  women  together  to  discuss  theolo¬ 
gy.  She  is  a  key  figure  in  what  has 


come  to  be  regarded  as  the  women’s 
movement  in  church  life,  dedicated  to 
enhancing  the  role  of  women  in  the 
church. 

As  general  secretary  she  will  have 
oversight  responsibility  for  60  and 
more  different  programs  the  council 
carries  on  in  behalf  of  the  member 
churches.  They  range  from  literacy 
and  material  aid  for  the  needy  over¬ 
seas  to  domestic  programs  in  steward¬ 
ship  and  Christian  education.  The 
council’s  budget,  to  carry  on  this  work 
amounts  to  $14.6  million  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  year. 

t 

MISINTERPRETATION! 

We  regret  that  the  photo  of  Dr.  Lu- 
cile  Folk  which  appeared  on  page  12 
of  last  week’s  LOUISIANA  METH¬ 
ODIST  in  conjunction  with  the  news 
item  concerning  Library  Celebration 
Sunday  at  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  was 
misidentified  as  that  of  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Manning,  who  is  church  librarian.  We 
apparently  misinterpreted  the  informa¬ 
tion  which  came  to  our  office  with  the 
photo,  and  we  are  genuinely  sorry! 


Mrs.  W.  H.  “Mom”  Melton  (center,  front)  was  honored  re¬ 
cently  at  a  regular  UMW  business  meeting  at  Lakeview 
Church  in  Minden.  Mrs.  Melton,  a  long-time  faithful  member 
of  the  Lakeview  WSCS  is  moving  to  Homer,  La.  Mrs.  Claude 
Ryan,  UMW  president  is  fifth  from  left  in  picture.  The  Rev. 

Leland  D.  Wade  is  minister  at  Lakeview. 
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Meet  New  Staff  Members 

AT  LEFT:  Secretary- Receptionist  —  Miss 
Susan  Hammett  joined  our  staff  on  Oct.  15. 
She  is  a  resident  of  Ruston,  La.  Miss  Ham¬ 
mett’s  work  responsibilities  include  the 
clerical  work  required  of  the  Social  Service 
Department  and  as  receptionist  the  handling  of 
all  incoming  calls  to  the  Administrative 
offices. 

AT  RIGHT:  Purchasing  Secretary  -  Mrs.  Joy 
Pesnell  joined  our  staff  on  Oct.  15.  She  is  a 
resident  of  Choudrant,  La.  Mrs.  Pesnell’s 
main  area  of  responsibility  deals  with  assisting 
the  superintendent  in  purchasing  clothing, 
food,  and  household  supplies  for  the  care  of 
the  children. 


SHAW  MILLIKIN 
by  Mrs.  Roy  WijKJsor,  Sr. 

CHESTER  H.  REID 
by  Elbert  &  Vera  Garlington 
LEE  B.  STALL 
by  Eula  Linsey 
SHAW  MILLIKIN 
by  Mr.  SiMrs.  C.  E.  Sheperd 
MRS.  HOWARD  HANCHEY 
by  Mrs .  J .  A .  Padden 
W.  H.  BLAKEWOOD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  R.  McKinney 
TOM  FORD  PITTS 
by  Mrs.  L.  T.  Williams 
MRS.  ALMA  RICHE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Webster  Ducote 
PAUL  BURTON 
by  Friends  from  the  Oil  City 
United  Methodist  Church 
SHAW  MILLIKn>I 
by  Mrs .  Effie  Dufur 
GLEN  SHADOW 
by  Miss  Harmolean  Rowe 
JOHN  SHARP 

by  Eros  United  Methodist  Church 
C.  J.  BOLIN,  SR. 

by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  E.  A.  Sartor 
GLEN  SHADOW 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Shaw 
and  Mary 

ANNIE  GOLSON  RAY 
by  Mrs .  Irene  Fuller  and  Richard 
ELTON  THCMPSON 
by  Mrs.  Margaret].  Thompson 
JAMES  G.  RANKIN 
by  Mrs.  Van  Y.  Brantley  &  Family 
VAN  Y.  BRANTLEY 
by  Mrs .  Van  Y.  Brantley  &  Family 
GLEN  SHADOW 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  A.  J.  Lewis 
R.  S.  MILLIKIN 
by  Mrs .  W.  M.  Snyder  &  Miss 
Luella  Snyder 
SHAW  MILLIKIN 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Files 
MISS  WILHEMINA  CAYCE 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Shaw  &  Mary 
C.  R.  (Pat)  PATTERSON 


Appreciation  For  Offering 

The  Harvest  Day  Offering  is  still 
coming  in  and  will  still  be  com¬ 
ing  in  until  late  December.  We 
have  no  way  as  yet  of  comparing 
it  with  that  of  last  year.  We  just 
want  to  say  to  those  who  have 
given  and  to  those  who  will  yet 
be  giving,  “THANK  YOU!” 


by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  A.  Williamson 
SHAW  MILLIKIN 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  J.  S.  Barr,  HI 
JOHNNY  ADKINS 
by  the  Fortsons 
MRS.  GEORGE  FABER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Walter  Fortune 
SHAW  MILLIKIN 
by  Mrs.  Jack  L.  Craft 
REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  H.  McLeod 
MRS.  JEANETTE  TOWNSEND 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stephen  H.  CordUl 
REV.  WM.  R.  IRVING 
by  Mrs.  Florence  T.  McKinnon 
DILLARD  DARBY 
by  Mrs  .  H.  P.  Clinton 
R.  G.  WAUGH 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Manfred  Gustafson 
DEWEY  L.  LENNARD 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Leonard 
T.  T.  CURRY 
by  Mrs .  Lois  E ,  WUsot 
TRUDY  EFFERSON 
by  Oma  E .  Myers 
MRS.  EFFIE  DOWNS 
by  Woodrow  A.  Downs 
MRS.  THURMAN  BAKER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Abe  B.  Harris,  Sr. 
REV.  DAVID  BODDIE 


by  Jean  &  David  Allred 
TODD  (Buddy)  KEE 
by  Mrs  .  Sallye  H .  Rowell  & 

Brian 

MRS.  D.  L.  RODDY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Phares 
KELTON  KILLGORE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jerry  T.  Smith 
KELTON  KILLGORE 
by  Mrs  .  P .  L .  Orendorff 
R.  G.  WAUGH 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Bob  Gaumitz 
MRS .  ANNIE  BURNEY  COLE 
by  Mrs .  Eunice  Franklin  and  Mr. 

&  Mrs.  E.  N.  Graves 
MRS .  ADDIE  BELLE  CARROLL 
by  Mrs .  Price  Calhoun 
DORA  MAE  McDonald  SHULTZ 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  W.  McDonald,  Jr. 
and  Family 
REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  L.  Mason 
by  W.  D.  &  Puddln  Cotton 
by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Miller 
DR.  W.  J.  SHARBONO 
by  Mrs .  E.  L.  Miller 
MRS.  JANETT  TOWNSON 
by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Miller 
MRS.  W.  T.  HENNING 
by  La .  Telephone  Association  and 


Halloween  Costume  Winners 


Halloween  was  a  huge  success  at  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 
Following  an  outdoor  weiner  roast  and  bon  fire,  each  House  group 
put  on  one  or  more  skits,  several  of  them  showing  real  imagina¬ 
tion  and  very  well  done.  Individual  costumes  were  judged  and 
awarded. 


A1  and  Louise  Cobb 
WILLIAM  PYTHIAS  WILSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Broussard 
MRS .  R .  E .  BARRON 
by  The  J.  F.  Magees 
MRS.  REID  EARL  GRIGSBY 
by  Mildred  &  Rodney  Qine 
MRS.  JANETTE  SHEPHERD  TOWNSEND 
by  Mildred  &  Rodney  Qine 
EDWIN  BROWN 
by  Irene  &  Richard  Fuller 
JOE  ENID  CARRUTH 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Carruth 
REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  I.  Breithaupt, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  K.  Breithaupt. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  V.  L.  Tarver,  Jr. 
and  Mr.  &Mr8.  H.  E.  Corley 
MRS.  FRED  C.  FREY 
by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cooper 
MRS.  JEANNET  TOWNSEND 
by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cooper 
MISS  DOROTHY  SISSON 
by  Charlie  &  Ella  Cheshire 
MISS  BILL  CAYCE 
by  Mrs .  Wiley  Seward 
MRS. BEN  W.  MILLER 
by  Mrs.  Dell  Robinson 
REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 
by  Mrs .  Dell  Robinson 
MISS  AUDREY  HORTMAN 
by  Mrs .  Lee  McIntyre 
E.  A.  HEBERT 

by  Warsaw  Home  Demonstration 
Qub.  Delhi 
E.  A.  HEBERT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  M.  Stevens 
MRS.  DURBIN 

by  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Chadiam 

REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs  .Doug  McGuire 
H.  D.  DARBY 

by  Rev.  &  Mrs .  Doug  McGuire 
REV.  DAVID  B.  BODDIE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bahm,  Jr. 
and  Jim 

MRS.  ELSIE  COOK 
by  Haydee  B.  Luther 
ERNEST  FOSTER 
by  Mrs.  J.  L.  DaUey 
H.  L.  YATES,  SR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Graves 
HUGH  KELTON  KILLGORE 
by  the  Office  Staff  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church 
GLEN  SHADOW 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Milam 

(To  he  continued) 


Suitcases  —  Suitcases 

With  the  coming  of  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  there  will  be  much 
need  for  suitcases.  We  would 
deeply  welcome  anything  use- 
able,  new  or  used. 
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Council  on 
Ministries  meets 
th  is  week 

The  fall  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  will 
be  held  in  Alexandria  Friday  and  Sat¬ 
urday,  Nov.  30  and  Dec.  1.  The  meet¬ 
ing,  to  be  held  at  the  Horseshoe  Drive 
United  Methodist  Church,  will  begin 
at  5  p.m.  on  Friday  and  adjourn  at 
noon  the  following  day. 

Three  purposes  of  the  meeting  have 
been  stated  by  the  Council  directors. 
These  are  to  develop  proposals  for 
priorities  in  the  Louisiana  Conference; 
to  review  a  statement  of  priorities  and 
job  descriptions  for  the  Conference 
staff  and  act  upon  it;  and  to  receive 
the  proposed  budget  for  the  Council 
for  1974  and  to  act  upon  that. 

The  Rev.  L,  Ray  Branton,  Council 
co-director,  states  that  the  group  will 
consider  both  short  and  long-range 
priorities  and  that  “this  will  be  the 
first  time  ever  that  the  Conference  has 


ABOVE:  Ministers  participating  in 
Service  of  Dedication  for  sanctuary 
and  education  building  at  Lee’s 
Landing,  Nov.  11.  Left  to  right, 
the  Revs.  Joe  Way,  Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  William  P. 
Fraser,  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield, 
Pastor  Thomas  Lancaster,  Larry 
Odell,  Carl  Lipe,  and  Carey  Martin, 
during  whose  pastorate  the  facilities 
were  built.  AT  LEFT:  Charter 
members  of  Lee’s  Landing  United 
Methodist  Church,  organized  in 
1912.  From  left,  Mrs.  Pauline 
Denny,  Mrs.  Corrine  Raiford,  and 
Raymond  Perkins. 
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Mrs.  McGowan 
attends  Scarritt 
Board  meeting 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan  has  re¬ 
cently  returned  from  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee  where  she  attended  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Scarritt  College.  Mrs.  McGowan  serves 
on  the  Public  Affairs  Committee  of 
this  Board. 

Of  special  interest  and  importance 
at  the  meeting  was  approval  of  plans 
to  begin  a  seven  year,  multimillion 
dollar  development  program  for  Scar¬ 
ritt  College.  This  program,  entitled 
'Promises  to  Keep,’  will  be  seeking 
funds  to  enrich  and  enlarge  the  faculty 
of  this  institution  which  trains  lay 
workers  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  for  other  denominations. 
Funds  will  also  be  sought  to  endow  the 
Center  of  Continuing  Education  and 
the  Center  of  Women’s  Studies.  Of 
special  importance  is  the  funding 


sought  to  establish  priorities  as  a 
whole.”  The  Rev.  Jack  S.  Wingeart  is 
pastor  of  the  host  church. 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field  (right)  delivered 
the  sermon  for  a  special 
"Church  Appreciation 
Day’’  held  at  Poncha- 
toula  United  Methodist 
Church,  Sunday,  Nov. 
11.  Others  taking  part 
in  the  service  were  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Lancaster 
(left),  pastor,  and  the 
Rev.  William  P.  Fraser, 
Hammond  District  super¬ 
intendent. 
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December  16  designated 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sun  day 


Local  churches  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  observe  Dec.  16  as 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sunday  and 
will  receive  special  offerings  on  that 
day  to  support  the  agency’s  work. 
Located  in  New  Orleans,  the  facility 
functions  as  a  receiving  home  to  pro¬ 
vide  temporary  shelter  care  for  abused, 
abandoned,  neglected  and  needy  chil¬ 
dren.  It  serves  persons  in  these  cate¬ 
gories  from  the  parishes  of  Jefferson, 
Orleans,  Plaquemine  and  St.  Bernard. 
The  home  receives  the  children  by 
reference  and  placement  from  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  Foster  Care  Services  of  the 
Louisiana  Health  and  Social  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Services  Administration. 

The  agency  began  its  present  pro¬ 
gram  of  services  this  past  summer. 


Ph-ior  to  that  time  the  home,  estab¬ 
lished  in  1886,  provided  a  maternity 
and  adoption  program  that  served 
1,800  mothers  and  1,000  children. 
The  present  program  has  been  devel¬ 
oped  in  response  to  a  greater  need  for 
emergency  care  services  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  pilot  program  by  the  state 
agency  with  which  it  cooperates. 

It  is  estimated  that  300  children  will 
find  safety  and  security  at  the  home 
during  this  year  through  the  new 
emergency  placement  program. 

The  Rev.  Richard  E.  Walton  is  the 
superintendent  of  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  and  the  Rev.  William  F. 
Mayo  is  chairman  of  the  Hospital’s 
board  of  directors. 
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Left  to  right.  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel,  Mrs.  Charles  McGowan  of  Baton 
Rouge  —  a  former  president  of  the  former  Conference  A  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service,  Miss  Barbara  Campbell,  and  Scorritt’s  President  J. 
Richard  Palmer,  photographed  during  recent  Board  of  Trustees  meeting  at 
Scarritt. 


which  is  being  sought  to  endow  the 
Scholarship  and  Grant  program  need¬ 
ed  by  the  school  to  support  the  large 
number  of  students  who  want  to  train 
for  Christian  work,  but  who  cannot  af¬ 
ford  the  cost  of  private  education. 

Scarritt  College,  a  senior  college  and 
graduate  school,  has  existed  for  81 
years  for  the  purpose  of  training  lay 


workers  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  More  than  half  of  The  United 
Methodist  missionaries  in  service  are 
graduates  of  Scarritt  College.  Alumni 
serve  in  58  countries.  Hundreds  of 
Scarritt  graduates  are  working  as  Chris¬ 
tian  educators  and  social  workers  in 
churches  and  communities  in  this 
country. 


ABOVE:  UMY  of  First  Church,  New 
Orleans,  who  sponsored,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  New  Orleans  District 
Youth  Team,  a  “Good  News  ’73“ 
District  Youth  Rally  at  their  church 
on  Saturday,  Nov.  10.  Some  225 
young  people,  counselors,  and  pas¬ 
tors  attended  the  event  in  the  church 
sanctuary.  AT  LEFT:  Dave  Wilson 
and  Jim  Young  (left  to  right),  senior 
students  at  Asbury  College  in  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  led  the  rally.  Wilson, 
a  social  work  major,  and  Young, 
a  psychology  major  preparing  for  the 
pastoral  ministry,  have  been  in¬ 
volved  extensively  in  evangelism 
and  youth  work. 


t 


A  Hammond  District  Youth  Rally,  held  at  Zemurray  Park  in  Hammond 
on  Nov.  10  featured  a  Thanks  and  Giving  Festival,  with  150  youth 
from  across  the  district  taking  part.  The  day  was  highlighted  with 
musical  presentations  by  choral  groups  and  soloists 
participating  churches.  Recreational  activities  included  volleyball, 
softball,  horseshoes,  football  and  mixer  games.  The  young  folk  from 
First  Church  and  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  Church  in  Slidell  are  shown 
ready  to  depart  for  the  rally. 

t 

KOREAN  EDUCATOR  SPEAKS  IN 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


On  coming  to  this  state  less  than  two  years  ago  I  was  told  that  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  had  established  the  first  Methodist  Church 
in  Mexico,  the  one -hundredth  anniversary  of  which  is  currently  being 
celebrated.  However,  materials  published  some  years  ago  by  the  Mission 
Board  in  New  York  gave  a  different  story  and  attributed  the  development 
of  Mexican  Methodist  work  in  1873  to  the  Church  North.  It  doesn  t  matter 
who  started  the  work.  We  all  rejoice  that  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mexico 
may  now  celebrate  one  century  of  glorious  history  and  advance.  Since  the 
Mexican  Church  had  invited  me  to  preach  at  their  conference  because  of 
the  "establishment  of  Mexican  Methodism  by  Louisianians  I  became 
interested  in  the  facts,  had  them  researched  in  Mexico  City  by  Bishop 
Alejandro  Ruiz,  and  came  to  the  following  knowledge. 

Both  the  churches,  North  and  South,  were  in  the  process  of  deciding 
to  enter  the  Republic  of  Mexico  at  about  the  same  time,  1872  and  1873. 

The  Holy  Spirit  was  calling  North  Americans  simultaneously  to  begin  this 
work,  which  both  groups  did,  and  with  abundant  success .  The  actual  de¬ 
cision  to  go  to  Mexico  was  first  made  by  the  Church  North,  and  the  first 
money  appropriated  for  the  mission  endeavor  was  made  by  that  church. 
However,  the  Church  South  was  the  first  to  organize  and  establish  a  work¬ 
ing  congregation  in  Mexico  and  the  first  to  erect  and  dedicate  a  church, 

(it  was  called  the  chapel  of  Saint  Andrew).  The  northerners  decided  to  go 
first  but  the  Louisianians  actually  accomplished  the  goal  before  their 
northern  brethren  did.  These  southern  missionaries  were  sent  out  by  the 
Carondelet  (First  Church,  New  Orleans)  Methodist  Church;  Bishop  John  C. 
Keener,  in  an  emotion -packed  session  of  the  annual  conference  in  this 
church  on  January  6,  1873,  decided  he  would  go.  He  arrived  in  Mexico 
City  only  seventeen  days  after  the  arrival  of  Northern  Bishop  Gilbert  Haven, 
who  with  Dr.  William  Butler  began  organizing  their  mission.  On  February 
26,  1873,  Bishop  Keener  purchased  property  in  Mexico  City  for  the  Southern 
Church,  reconditioned  it,  dedicated  it,  and  called  it  Saint  Andrew.  This 
was  the  first  Methodist  chapel  in  Mexico,  and  from  that  congregation  de¬ 
veloped  the  present  strong  Balderas  congregation  in  the  heart  of  Mexico 
City.  Bishop  Keener,  wishing  to  be  brotherly  with  the  northern  brethren, 
invited  them  to  use  the  Saint  Andrew  facilities,  so  the  southerners  used  it 
on  Sunday  mornings  and  the  northerners  used  it  in  the  evenings.  In  the 
month  of  March,  1873,  both  bishops  returned  to  the  States,  leaving  behind 
them  these  public  Protestant  services .  By  Christmastime  in  the  year  1873 
the  north  church  had  become  sufficiently  strong  to  "go  on  its  own",  so  the 
Gante  Street  Church  was  dedicated  on  December  25. 

I  was  pleased  to  secure  the  history  of  this,  which  any  of  you  may  read 
fully  if  you  desire.  It  indicated  that  the  good  Lord  called  some  people  known 
as  Methodists  to  open  gospel  wimessing  in  Mexico  City.  Both  groups  heard 
the  call .  The  Northerners  decided  earlier  that  they  would  respond,  but  the 
Louisianians,  borrowing  a  phrase  from  General  Nathan  Bedford  Forrest, 

"got  thar  fastest  with  the  mostest".  Both  in  Mexico  and  in  the  U.  S.  there 
is  no  north  and  south  church  anymore.  It's  all  one.  And  thank  the  good 
Lord  for  that,  too. 

Hubert  Blanchard,  one  of  our  great  laymen  at  Sulphur,  has  been  leading 
a  drive  to^lteSent  Bishop  Ruiz  with  2500  new  hymnals  and  lectlbflarles  in 
Spanish,  only  recently  issued  by  our  publishing  house.  The  hymn  books  are 
three  dollars  apiece.  Mr.  Blanchard  now  has  enough  money  to  purchase 
2100  of  these  hymnals  and  therefore  needs  funds  for  only  400  more.  I  have 
asked  him  to  go  to  Mexico  City  to  present  these  to  Bishop  Ruiz,  and  I  hope 
he  can  take  the  full  2500.  If  you  have  not  had  the  thrUl  of  participating  in 
this,  send  your  gift  either  to  the  conference  treasurer  or  directly  to  Mr. 
Blanchard.  We  wish  to  recognize  the  ancient  tie  with  the  Mexican  confer¬ 
ence  by  this  gesture.  And,  incidentally,  have  you  heard  of  the  thrilling 
successes  of  the  Lay  Witness  Mission  in  Mexico  also  headed  by  Mr.  Blan¬ 
chard?  Let's  send  him  back  down  there  this  Christmas  with  another  mes¬ 
sage  of  love  and  comradeship  in  Christ. 
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Faithfully, 


Dr.  Kee  Chull  Nam,  president  of 
Mokwoon  Methodist  College  and 
Graduate  School  of  Theology  in  Kor¬ 
ea,  has  spoken  in  five  churches  in  the 
Shreveport  'District  and  will  appear 
in  three  more  during  the  week. 

The  Korean  educator  appeared  earl¬ 
ier  this  week  with  Mangum,  Noel,  North 
Caddo,  Vivian  and  Wynn  congrega¬ 
tions,  and  will  appear  at  a  Methodist 
Student  Movement  session  at  Centen¬ 
ary  College  at  5  p.m.  Nov.  29,  and  at 
Vivian  on  Friday,  Nov.  30  at  noon, 
and  at  Wesley  that  evening  at  6  p.m. 

Mokwon  Methodist  College,  located 
at  Taejon,  Korea,  is  devoted  to  the 
training  of  ministers  for  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  provides  educational 
opportunities  for  Christians  of  many 
denominations. 


The  purchase  of  the  new  Dulac 
Community  Center  van  shown  at 
right  was  made  possible  by  contri¬ 
butions  from  First  Churches  in  La¬ 
fayette,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Lake 
Charles,  Jefferson  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Coushatta  United  Meth- 
odi  St  Church.  Individual  contributors 
were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Holladay  of 
Springhill,  and  former  Center  Di¬ 
rector  and  Mrs.  Allen  J.  Hebert  of 
First  Church,  Houma.  The  Heberts 
now  teach  in  the  Houma  public 
school  system.  The  van  assures 
that  the  Center’s  pre-school  program 
can  be  expanded  to  serve  children 
of  families  at  sugar  cane  farms  25 
miles  from  the  Center.  The  UMYF, 
Scouts,  Headstart  and  other  pro¬ 
grams  will  also  use  the  vehicle. 


NOVEMBER  29,  1973 


PAGE  TWO 


Th^  Editor’s!  Pulpit 


pm 


/<^e  ^c^t. 


FIRST  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT  1973  ..  . 

DBTANT  TRUMPETS 

If  you  listen  carefully  you  can  hear 
the  sound  of  distant  trumpets. 

And  the  feathery,  implacable  thunder 
of  angel’s  wings,  hovering  in  migbty  host 
beyond  the  far  horizon,  may  be  distinguished 
by  the  sensitive  ear. 

.  The  sound  of  valley  being  exalted 

and  mountain  made  low 
begins  its  vibrations  upon  the  heart. 

The  whole  creation  awaits  with  eager  longing 
the  revealing  of  the  Son  of  God! 

The  season  is  at  hand  to  mark  the  fullness  of  time. 

It  is  time  to  prepare  for  His  coming. 

It  is  Advent! 

It  has  always  seemed  strange  to  the  world  that  amidst  all  of  its 
sound  and  fury  and  in  the  confusion  of  its  loud  roar,  these  prior 
sounds  should  prevail.  But  prevail  they  do. 

And  they  come  as  eternal  hope. 

They  declare  that  it  shall  be  peace  and  goodwill  that  shall 
triumph.  They  foretell  that  spear  and  sword  shall  give  way  to  plow¬ 
share  and  pruning  hook  and  that  the  sobbings  of  war  shall  be  over¬ 
come  by  the  shoutings  of  peace. 

So  we  begin  now  our  journey  to  Bethlehem.  And  how  dear  is 
the  goal  of  our  venture!  No  word  short  of  “Salvation!”  has  been  able 
to  express  what  persons  have  found  beneath  the  hovering  wings  and 
before  the  sounding  trumpets. 

And  how  welcome  these  sounds  are! 

“Like  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul 

is  good  news  from  a  far  country.” 


FUEL  SHORTAGE:  OPPORTUNITY 
TO  PRACTICE  OUR  PREACHING  .  .  . 

The  local  church  should  be  first  in  the  community  to  set  a  creative 
example  in  response  to  the  energy  crisis.  It  might  even  be  said  that  the 
church  should  be  first  to  make  a  Christian  response  to  the  situation.  For 
the  occasion  offers  a  ready-made  opportunity  to  do  a  little  practicing  of 
what  we’ve  been  preaching  for  a  long  time.  For  us  to  do  otherwise  would 
be  to  make  hypocrites  of  ourselves. 

And  what  could  this  responsible  example  be?  To  get  our  guidelines 
for  specific  answers  to  that  question  we  need  look  no  further  than  the 
word  we  have  preached  all  along:  the  word  about  doing  unto  others  and 
about  self-sacrifice  and  about  going  the  second  mile  arid  about  giving  our 
coat  as  well  and  about  it  being  better  to  give  than  to  receive  and  about 
greed  and  about  covetousness  and  about  the  good  Samaritan  and  about 
a  hundred  other  things  that  reflect  the  Christian  response  to  human  need, 

There  are  some  specifics  that  can  be  offered.  One  church  in  Little 
Rock  —  Henderson  —  hgs  encouraged  its  members  to  use  car  pools  iq 
coming  to  services.  Other  possibilities  are  many:  grouping  activities  at  the 
church  on  the  same  evening  in  order  to  conserve  fuel;  worshipping  and 
studying  in  cooler  rooms;  turning  the  thermostat  to  the  minimum  for  opti¬ 
mum  conservation;  and  setting  forth  and  following  other  specific  practices 
of  good  stewardship  of  fuel. 

Church  institutions  such  as  hospitals  and  homes  should  receive  the 


same  priority  as  public  and  private  agencies  serving  these  human  needs. 
But  in  our  local  churches  we  are  in  the  favored  position  of  being  able  to 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  practicing  our  preaching. 

In  the  days  before  us  we  may  very  possibly  witness  a  mad  rush  to 
get  to  the  front  of  the  line  for  fuels.  How  sad  it  would  be  to  see  the 
church  elbowing  and  pushing  among  those  whose  very  livelihood  or  edu¬ 
cation  depend  on  these  fuels, 

One  church  group  recently  asked  for  priority  at  the  fuel  pump, 
claiming  that  the  vital  role  the  church  plays  in  conununity  life  merited 
such  favor.  This  role,  vital  indeed,  would  better  be  fulfilled  by  the  church 
offering  its  place  in  line  to  another.  Could  any  other  response  be  more 
in  keeping  with  the  way  of  life  to  which  we  witness? 
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Sneeze 

If  the  folk  who  set  thermostats  in  our  building  take  to  heart  what  is 
written  in  the  other  column  on  this  page  I’m  going  to  have  to  dig  do^ 
for  my  long  handles.  My  office  is  at  the  end  of  Ae  line  on  the  heqting 
and  cooling  ducts  so  I  am  blessed  with  a  good  dose  of  austerity  already. 

When  the  thermostat  was  set  at  72  degrees  —  way  back  in  the  good 
old  days  —  this  office  was  usually  about  68.  Now  with  us  going  to  68 
I’ll  be  down  to  64.  And  if  it  catches  on  that  we  should  really  get  sacitfi- 
cial  in  all  of  this  I  may  have  to  thaw  out  this  typewriter  each  morning 
and  work  with  gloves  on  and  sneeze  all  over  your  newspaper. 

Oh  well,  I  still  mean  it  when  I  say  that  the  church  —  and  I  guess 
that  includes  this  newspaper  —  should  set  the  example,  so  I  may  be  iq 
for  a  whole  lot  of  practicin’  my  preachin’. 

Yours  for  more  balmy  fall  days  and  a  mild  winter. 


Your  Snappy  Sermon  Illustration  Service  —  Item  No.  3 

A  regular  feature  appearing  from  time  to  time  to  aid  the  harried 
preacher  in  search  of  a  last-minute  sermon  illustration. 

Today’s  offering: 

“Like  a  gold  ring  in  a  swine’s  snout  is 
a  beautiful  woman  without  discretion.” 

— Proverbs  11:22 

This  week’s  service,  rather  than  an  illustration  as  such,  is  to  alert 
resourceful  preachers  to  a  gem-dandy  of  a  text  they  may  have  overlooked. 
While  we  cannot  be  expected  to  supply  the  exact  sermon  application,  the 
following  possibilities  are  offered:  in  sermons  on  Razorback  football;  in 
carefully  worded  statements  on  women’s  lib;  as  an  item  to  be  kept  at 
hand  for  sudden,  impulsive  use  during  sleepy  parts  of  sermons  on  any 
subject;  or  as  a  selection  to  be  kept  at  hand  for  ready  use  when  someone 
wants  to  know  if  you  can  quote  any  scripture  from  memory. 

Just  remember  —  King  Solomon  said  it;  we  didn’t. 
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Rhodesia's  government  has  rejected  the  request  ot 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  for  the  return  of  his  pass¬ 
port,  withdrawn  in  September  of  1972,  The  United 
Methodist  Bishop  of  Salisbury  had  asked  for  its  re¬ 
turn  so  that  he  might  travel  to  New  York  to  receive 
a  United  Nations  award  for  “outstanding  achieve¬ 
ments  in  the  field  of  human  rights,”  in  special  cere¬ 
monies  on  Dec.  10.  The  Interior  Ministry  said  his 
request  was  denied  “because  of  United  Nations  sup¬ 
port  for  terrorist  organizations,”  and  because  “the 
last  time  Bishop  Muzorewa  visited  the  U.N.,”  he 
had  declared  his  support  for  sanctions  against  Rho¬ 
desia. 

Emphasis  on  mission,  evangelism  and  biblical 
study  is  emerging  to  give  balance  to  social 
tkm  in  the  progi'am  of  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology.  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  dean 
of  the  United  Methodist  seminary  which  has 
a  long  libera]  tradition  and  has  plac^  heavy 
stress  on  Christian  social  responsiWlity,  said: 
“We’re  not  suddenly  throwing  over  social  ac¬ 
tion  and  becoming  pietistic  and  moralistic,  but 
we’re  saying  beliefs  have  to  be  disseminated.” 

Dr.  Alan  Olson,  philosophy  of  religion  professor  at 
Boston  School  of  Theology,  said  “we  now  have  a 
group  of  institutionalized  radicals  without  a  con¬ 
stituency”  so  the  school  is  once  again  “raising  the 
basic  question  as  to  why  one  should  be  engaged  in 
political  action  and  social  change.”  “Radical  liberal¬ 
ism  is  dead,”  Olson  stated.  “Campus  ministers  can’t 
ntobilize  students  for  anything  any  more,  and  that’s 
part  of  the  rationale  for  bringing  together  evange¬ 
lism  and  mission.” 


“Let  the  earth  hear  His  voice”  has  been  se¬ 
lected  as  the  theme  of  the  International  Con¬ 
gress  on  World  Evangelization  scheduled  to 
meet  in  Lausanne  (Switzerland)  July  16-25, 
1974.  The  congress  is  expected  to  attract  3,000 
evangelical  churchmen  from  some  150  nations, 
and  will  focus  on  the  possibility  of  evangelizing 
the  population  of  the  entire  world  in  the  re¬ 
maining  years  of  this  century. 

Declining  church  attendance  among  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  has  now  reached  “catastrophic”  proportions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  report  by  a  sociologist  team  on  the  staff 
of  the  National  Opinion  Research  Center  in  Chicago. 
Data  gathered  showed  a  decline  in  weekly  or  almost 
weekly  church  attendance  from  61  per  cent  in  July 
1972  to  48  per  cent  in  July  1973.  The  team  said 
“The  phenomenon  is  dramatic.  VVe  know  of  no  other 
time  in  the  course  of  human  history  when  so  many 
people  —  particularly  older  people  —  so  decisively 
removed  themselves  from  canonically  required  ec¬ 
clesiastical  practices.” 

Referring  to  the  hymn  “Like  a  m^Jity  army 
moves  the  church  of  God,”  Dr.  Philip  Potter, 
who  heads  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  de¬ 
clared:  “But  there  isn’t  much  movement.  There 
are  a  few  guerrillas  here  and  there.  But  there 
is  little  contact  with  die  main  army,  which  is 
uncertain  of  its  tad(,  illrequipped,  timidly  led 
and  intimidated  by  miknown,  hidden  enemies.” 
The  general  secretary  said  “There  is  plenty  of 
restructuring,  retrenchment  here  and  th^e,  but 
little  clarity  about  where  we  are  going  and 
how.” 


Dr.  Clark  Lamberton,  a  veteran  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventist  missionary  dentist  in  Thailand,  helps  cure 
opium  addicts  of  the  mountain  tribes  as  part  of  his 
“extracurricular”  activities.  Noting  that  most  of  the 
addicts  are  aged  and  the  young  do  not  use  the  drug, 
Dr.  Lamberton  expressed  the  belief  that  opium  ad¬ 
diction  will  soon  be  a  problem  of  the  past  among 
the  hill  tribe  people.  The  Thai  government,  anxious 
to  wipe  out  the  problem,  is  providing  substitute 
crops,  notably  beans  and  peas,  to  replace  opium- 
—  once  a  principal  crop. 

The  1973  General  Synod  of  the  United  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Germany  has  urged 
its  member  regional  Churches  to  approve  an 
agreement  setting  aside  16th  Century  mutual 
condemnations  between  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
Protestantism.  Endorsement  of  the  Agreement 
by  the  synod  was  hailed  as  “a  remarkable  step 
of  historical  importance  .  .  .”  During  the  16th 
Century  Reformation,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
branches  of  Protestantism  disagreed  on  numer¬ 
ous  theological  and  polity  issues  and  went  their 
separate  ways,  with  mutual  condemnations  de¬ 
clared. 

Delegates  to  a  recent  regional  meeting  of  the 
Catholic  Press  Association  were  told  that  “the 
Catholic  press  must  assume  some  of  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  apathy  in  the  Church”  and  that  they 
must  augment  the  “teaching  and  evangelistic  mis¬ 
sion”  of  the  Church;  John  F.  Fink,  president  of 
the  CPA  and  executive  vice-president  of  Our  Sun¬ 
day  Visitor,  Huntington,  Ind.,  said  that  the  Catholic 
press,  more  than  ever,  must  present  news  about 
and  for  the  Church,  as  well  as  an  explanation  of 
doctrine  to  its  readers. 

Texas  Governor  Dolph  Briscoe,  Jr.,  addressing 
the  annual  Southern  Baptist  Convention  said 
“When  the  people  of  this  country  return  to  God 
in  prayer,  mighty  things  will  t^e  place.  This 
land  will  be  healed,  and  America  will  more 
clearly  prove  herself  to  be  the  greatest  place  in 
the  world  to  live  and  raise  a  family.” 


Social  action  and  evangelism  are  being  linked 
on  many  fronts,  from  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  to  local  coalitions  of  Christians,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  Religious  News  Service  assessment. 

A  search  for  a  “redirected  meaning”  is  said  to 
be  taking  place  on  regional  and  local  levels. 

A  new  catch-phrase  in  describing  the  wide¬ 
spread  quest  is  “social  spirituality,”  the  state¬ 
ment  says. 

Churches  and  synagogues  are  the  only  institutions 
the  U.S.  has  for  lifting  up  values,  integrity  and  jus¬ 
tice,  although  they  must  realize  their  own  weakness¬ 
es,  according  to  Episcopal  Bishop  Paul  Moore,  Jr. 
He  said  that  religious  institutions  have  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  exerting  “prophetic  influence  on  the  civil 
institutions.”  The  interaction  between  religious  and 
civil  spheres.  Bishop  Moore  states,  is  what  keeps 
both  alive  and  well. 

Texas  Southern  Baptists  “elected”  the  wrong 
man  during  their  recent  annual  convention  in 
Corpus  Christi.  On  the  initial  ballot,  “com¬ 
puted”  by  a  machine,  the  Rev.  James  G.  Harris 
of  University  church.  Fort  Worth,  was  declared 
the  next  president.  Harris  had  held  a  press  con¬ 
ference  .and  his  election  was  announced  by 
newspapers  throughout  Texas  when  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  the  computer  had  eiTed,TheRev.  Ralph 
Smith  of  Hyde  Park  church,  Austin,  was  the 
actual  winner. 

An  Episcopal  clergyman  from  Pennsylvania,  the 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Long,  Jr.,  has  been  elected  to  head 
the  U.S.  Conference  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  He  succeeds  Dr.  Eugene  Smith,  who  re¬ 
signed  earlier  this  year  to  return  to  the  United 
Methodist  pastorate.  Long  has  served  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  in  China  and  Hong  Kong,  acting  chaplain  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  additioii  to  pas¬ 
torates  and  wide  experience  in  both  denominational 
and  ecumenical  circles. 


Declaring  that  marriage  and  family  life  are  seriously 
threatened  in  the  U.S.,  Father  Patrick  Peyton, 
C.S.C.,  64-year-old-globe-trotting  priest  who  has 
spent  25  years  as  founder  and  director  of  the  Fam¬ 
ily  Rosary  Crusade  and  the  Family  Prayer  Crusade, 
said  that  many  solutions  have  been  tried  and  it’s 
time  to  “try  God.”  He  said  he  believes  that  if  peo¬ 
ple  can  be  persuaded  to  turn  to  God  in  prayer  — 
especially  through  the  family  —  they  will  be  given 
the  divine  grace  they  need  for  the  solution  of  prob¬ 
lems  on  a  family,  national  or  global  basis. 


The  “get  something  for  nothing  desire”  was  credited 
by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Bubar  of  Augusta,  Maine 
with  producing  the  over-whelming  vote  by  which 
Maine’s  residents  approved  a  state  lottery,  151,793 
to  88,897,  in  a  referendum.  The  superintendent  of 
the  Maine  Christian  Civic  League  said  “Maine  has 
been  taken  in.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  the 
game  will  be  any  cleaner  here  than  it  has  been  in 
other  states.” 
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HEADING  FOR  YUGO¬ 
SLAVIA  -  Dr.  Buckner 
Fanning  (right)  and  four 
laymen  from  Trinity 
Baptist  church  in  San 
Antonio  discuss  their 
upcoming  trip  to  Yugo¬ 
slavia.  The  group  has 
been  invited  by  Yugo¬ 
slavian  Baptist  leaders 
to  share  in  a  pastor- 
laymen  conference  on 
"Evangelism  and  the 
Ministry  of  the  Church." 
More  than  100  Yugo¬ 
slavian  pastors  and  lay¬ 
men  will  attend  the  meet¬ 
ing,  which  will  be  the 
first  of  its  kind  ever 
conducted  in  Yugoslavia. 
Dr.  Fanning  has  traveled 
and  spoken  in  Russia, 
Poland,  Czechoslovakia 
and  Hungary,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  church’s 
singing  group,  "The 
Sound  Foundation.” 


(RNS  Photo) 
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Tutoring  can  be  fun!  Students  and  tutors  board 
Plaquemine  Ferry  for  a  field  trip  during  one  of 
the  Saturday  tutoring  sessions.  A  caravan  of  16 
cars  took  the  students  and  tutors  on  this  outing. 

Tutoring 

at 

LSU  - 

Baton  Rouge 


This  Fall  at  LSU-Baton  Rouge  25  students 
and  non-student  volunteers  are  breaking 
ground  in  reading  at  East  Polk  Elemental 
School  near  campus.  Twenty-five  energetic 
elementary  children,  chosen  because  they  could 
best  benefit  from  individual  attention  and  re¬ 
medial  reading  study,  are  part  of  a  tutoring 
program  coordinated  by  Operation  Hope  (Pres- 
byterian-Methodist  self  help  ministry  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  the  students  from  The  Uniting  Cam¬ 
pus  Ministry  at  LSU),  which  is  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Albert  Chapman. 

The  experience  to  date  has  confirmed  the 
suspicions  that  learning  can  be  fun  and  that 
fun  can  be  useful  in  learning.  Meeting  for  four 
hours  each  Saturday  for  14  weeks  during  the 
Fall,  tutors  and  children  read,  work  on  phone¬ 
tics,  tell  stories,  write  on  blackboards,  and  take 
culturally  oriented  field  trips.  Breakfasts  of 
milk  and  donuts  are  served  before  a  brief  rec¬ 
reation  period  each  Saturday  in  order  to  meet 
at  least  some  of  the  children’s  nutritional  needs. 

Two  Teacher  Corps  teachers  coordinate  the 
program  and  will  assist  in  evaluating  it  as  a 
continuing  involvement  for  Operation  Hope  and 
the  TUCM  students.  In  the  words  of  one  of 
these  teachers,  “The  program  works  because  of 
a  lot  of  personal  time  and  energy  which  has 
gone  into  it  and  because  the  families  of  the 
community  are  beginning  to  see  that  their  chil¬ 
dren  are  beginning  to  read  better,  more  often, 
and  more  difficult  materials.”  Plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  expand  the  program  in  order  to  utilize 
more  effectively  the  family  and  community  re¬ 
sources  within  the  East  Polk  Elementary  com¬ 
munity. 

Students  from  TUCM  working  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  have  varying  responses  concerning  the 
tutoring  experiences.  Some  see  the  need  to  ex¬ 
pand  parental  participation  and  others  see  the 
need  to  take  the  program  into  the  classroom 
experience  during  the  week.  But  all  agree,  the 
14  Saturday  mornings  invested  in  their  children 
have  brought  benefits  far  in  excess  of  those 
anticipated.  This  is  another  example  of  how 
the  Campus  Ministry  programs  of  our  church 
assist  students  in  experiencing  and  clarifying 
the  values  of  Christian  Service  and  Action-In¬ 
volvement  during  their  university  careers. 
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More  than 
Reading 
Skills 


Ready  to  pile  into  cars  for  a  field  trip  to  the 
planetarium,  a  group  of  students  and  tutors  strike 
a  "candid”  pose. 


Hard  at  work  in  a  program  of  teaching  skills  and 
vocabulary  drills,  children  and  tutors  spend  two- 
and  one-half  to  three  hours  each  session  of  one- 
to-one  tutoring. 


Each  student  had  $1  to  spend  for  whatever  Mac¬ 
Donalds  had  to  offer!  Mary  Mikell  (right),  program 
chairman  at  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU, 
a  tutor  herself,  serves  as  liaison  between  the 
tutoring  program  and  the  TUCM  Student  Board. 


Dale  Wachsman,  teacher  corps  instructor  and 
tutoring  program  director,  readies  donuts  and  milk 
for  a  Saturday  morning  breakfast  break  during  a 
tutoring  session. 


by  WiUiam  M.  Finnin;,  Jr. 

Campus  minister,  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  at  LSU,  Baton  Rouge 


Tutors  in  the  Operation 
Hope-TUCM  Tutoring 
Program  gather  to  plan 
morning’s  activities  for 
the  25  elementary  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  program. 
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DR.  W.  E. TRICE  preached  during 
two  morning  worship  services  in 
University  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Nov.  18. 
Dr.  Trice  was  the  “founding 
father’’  of  the  church  and  served 
the  congregation  for  24  years  and 
seven  months.  He  has  been  senior 
minister  of  University  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  since 
1966.  Dr.  Lamar  E.  Smith  is  the 
pastor  at  University  Church. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  DeRIDDER,  was 
host  to  the  Community  Thanks¬ 
giving  service  on  Nov.  21.  The 
event  was  sponsored  by  the  De- 
Ridder  Ministerial  Association. 
Guest  speaker  was  the  Rev.  N.  A. 
Urshan,  president  of  Calvary 
Christian  School  in  Indianapolis, 
Ind.  The  Rev.  Odell  Simmons  was 
host  pastor. 


THE  COLLEGE  AND  CAREER 
group  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  held  the 
annual  Thanksgiving  Retreat  at 
Evangeline  State  Park,  Friday 
through  Sunday,  Nov.  23-25. 

DR.  JACK  COOKE,  pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  Broadmoor  Com¬ 
munity  Thanksgiving  service  held 
at  St.  Joesph’s  Catholic  Church, 
Nov.  21. 

THE  REV.  LAEL  S.  JONES 
preached  the  Thanksgiving  mes¬ 
sage  at  the  service  in  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Haynesville,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Nov.  21,  and  also  at  the 
Whitehall  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Tuesday,  Nov.  20. 


The  Rev.  Lewis  Ovenshire,  pastor 
of  the  Pearl  River  and  Lacombe 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  the 
Hammond  District,  displays  one  of 
the  450  New  Testaments  he  is  sell¬ 
ing  at  cost  for  Christmas  gifts.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  are  in  the  King 
James  Version  and  include  the  book 
of  Psalms  and  the  others  are  the 
Good  News  for  Modern  Man  Trans¬ 
lation.  All  are  in  the  extra  large 
one-eighth  inch  letters  for  easier 
reading.  Mr.  Ovenshire  has  ordered 
942  Bibles  and  Testaments  since 
August  1973. 


“Quo  Vadis,”  singing  group  of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston,  is  shown  as  they  load  up  for  a  singing  trip  to  Baton 
Rouge.  They  sang  at  the  Baptist  Student  Union  on  the  LSU  campus 
at  Ethel  and  at  Jackson  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev. 
W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  is  their  pastor. 
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A  COMMUNITY  THANKSGIVING 
Service  was  held  atSlaughter  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Nov.  21.  The  Rev.  Basil 
Wicker,  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  presented  the  Thanksgiving 
meditation,  laymen  from  area 
churches  offered  prayers  of  thanks¬ 
giving,  and  music  was  provided  by 
the  United  Methodist  Choir  under 
the  direction  of  Tommy  McLaugh¬ 
lin,  Baptist  choir  director.  The 
Rev.  Bob  Burgess  is  pastor  of  the 
host  church. 

WIN BOURNE,  NORTH  BATON 
Rouge,  and  Istrouma  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  held  a  joint 
Thanksgiving  service.  The  Rev. 
Robert  Carter,  North  Baton  Rouge 
minister,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
service  held  in  the  Istrouma 
Church.  The  Rev.  J.  Taylor  Wall 
was  host  pastor. 

CHEMIN-A-HAUT  STATE  PARK 
was  the  site  of  a  two-day  retreat 
for  members  of  the  Youth  Council 
of  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe.  The  training  ses¬ 
sion,  conducted  by  Rita  Crowell, 
was  held  the  weekend  of  Nov.  10. 
Their  pastor  is  the  Rev.  James 
Stovall. 

UNITED  METHODIST  YOUTH  of 
Jefferson  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
presented  a  musical  worship 
service  in  the  Plaquemine  United 
Methodist  Church  Sunday  evening, 
Nov.  11.  Host  pastor  was  the 
Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller. 

MORNINGSIDE  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  held  a  re¬ 
vival  the  week  of  Nov.  11-14  with 
the  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain,  pastor 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
at  Amite,  as  guest  speaker.  The 
Rev.  Garland  Dean  was  host 
pastor. 

ST.  BERNARD  CHURCH,  Chal- 
mette,  was  host  to  an  ecumenical 
worship  service  on  Thanksgiving 
Day.  Father  Sterling  Beninato  of 
Our  Lady  of  Prompt  Succor  Church, 
brought  the  message.  Elliott 
Seymour,  Jr.,  St.  Bernard  layman, 
presided. 


THE  YOUTH  CHOIR  of  Noel 
Memorial  Church,  Shreveport, 
presented  “Lightshine,”  a  modern 
interpretation  of  the  Beatitudes,  at 
the  Sunday  evening  service  in 
Noel  Church,  Nov.  18.  The  per¬ 
formers  were  directed  by  Mrs.  Fred 
Nelson.  Instrumentalists  were 
Mrs.  Becky  Gerandy,  David  Dent, 
Carl  Dent  and  Alan  Waddle. 
Choreographers  were  Susan  El¬ 
lington  and  Denise  Young. 

THE  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL  of 
Lights  at  Natchitoches  will  at¬ 
tract  many  groups  from  over  the 
state.  The  youth  group  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  will  go  by  church  bus  on 
Dec.  1. 

THE  SUPPER  MEETING  of  Ray- 
ville  United  Methodist  Men  will 
feature  Lester  Johnson’s  squirrel 
mulligan  for  food  and  the  Rev.  W. 
W.  Bevill  of  Mangham  as  speaker. 

LAKE  VISTA  CHURCH  IN 
NEW  ORLEANS  TO  OBSERVE 
25TH  ANNIVERSARY 

Lake  Vista  United  Methodist 
Church  located  at  6645  Spanish  Fort 
Blvd.  in  New  Orleans  has  scheduled 
a  series  of  events  during  the  month  of 
December  in  observance  of  “25  years 
of  dedication  to  God  and  man.”  Mr. 
Philip  Nungesser  is  chairman  of  the 
Twenty-Fifth  Anniversary  Committee; 
the  Rev.  Don  W.  Alverson  is  minis¬ 
ter. 

The  calendar  of  events  includes  an 
opening  celebration  on  Saturday  even¬ 
ing  at  7:30,  sponsored  by  the  Marin¬ 
ers’  Club.  The  Rev.  Clyde  Frazier, 
Monroe  District  superintendent  and  a 
former  pastor  at  Lake  Vista — 1951-68 
— will  preach  for  the  Dec.  2,  10:30 
morning  worship  service,  which  will  be 
followed  by  a  fellowship  dinner. 

Other  events  include:  Dec.  4,  1  p.m. 
U.M.W.,  Christmas  Tea;  Dec.  9, 
10:30  a.m.  —  Recognition  Sunday; 
Dec.  16,  10:30  a.m.  —  Christmas  can¬ 
tata;  Dec.  23,  10:30  a.m.  —  Christ¬ 
mas  service;  Dec.  24,  7:30  p.m.  — 
Christmas  Eve  Communion;  Dec.  31, 
10:30  a.m.  —  Student  Recognition 
Day. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  BiMe  Beading:,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  g^uide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Dec.  2 — Sunday . Isaiah  11:1-10 


Dec.  3 . Isaiah  12:1-6 

Dec.  4 . Isaiah  4:1-6 

Dec.  6 . Ea»k.  34:11-22 

Dec.  6 . Ezek.  36:24-38 

Dec.  7 . Zech.  12:10-13.1 

Dec.  8 . Acts  15:14-17 


Dec.  9 — Sunday . 2  Sam.  7:8-16 


ABOVE:  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ira 

Love  stand  before  their  home  —  one 
of  the  homes  built  for  retired 
ministers  by  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Board  —  located  at  2621  N. 
10th  Street,  West  Monroe.  The  re¬ 
tired  clergyman  said:  "We  cele¬ 
brated  our  fiftieth  wedding  anni¬ 
versary  by  attending  a  party  in  our 
honor  at  McGuire  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

t 

THE  LAKE  CHARLES  DMA  (Don’t 
Mention  Age)  Club  held  the  Nov. 
21st  meeting  at  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion,  McNeese  College,  with  Mrs. 
L.  D.  McClatchey  in  charge  of  the 
program. 

W.  B.  MANN,  layman  of  McGuire 
United  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe,  was  the  Gideon  speaker 
in  First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  on 
Sunday  morning,  Nov.  11.  Sue 
Richardson  and  a  group  of  young 
people  led  the  night  worship 
service. 

THE  KENTWOOD  CHURCH  ob¬ 
served  Laity  Day  on  Sunday,  Nov. 
25.  Tom  Matheny,  Hammond  at¬ 
torney  and  Louisiana  Conference 
lay  leader,  was  the  guest  speaker. 
The  Rev.  Spiller  Milton  is  the 
Kentwood  pastor. 


Members  of  Broadmoor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport,  are  seen 
viewing  the  Bible  exhibit  in  ob¬ 
servance  of  National  Bible  Sunday. 
Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor. 
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New  officers  installed  at  Oct.  14  meeting  in  Franklin,  of  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict  United  Methodist  Women  were  (left  to  right,  front  row),  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Atkinson,  Lafayette,  president;  Mrs.  Leonard  Jones,  New  Iberia,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Raymond  Price,  Lafayette,  secretary;  Mrs.  John  Willis, 
Lafayette,  treasurer.  Mission  coordinators  (second  row):  Mrs.  Esther 
Hurd,  New  Iberia,  Christian  Global  Concerns;  Mrs.  Lillian  Edwards, 
Franklin,  Christian  Personhood;  Mrs.  Gertrude  Giron,  Opelousas, Christian 
Social  Involvement;  Mrs.  Louis  Soileau,  Opelousas,  Supportive  Com¬ 
munity;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Server,  Crowley,  Program  Resources;  Mrs.  Merle  Lic- 
thenfels,  Franklin,  Membership  chairman.  (Third  row)  at  left,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Fields,  Opelousas,  nominations  chairman;  and  sub-district  chair¬ 
persons,  from  left:  Mrs.  Paul  Whetsell,  Houma;  Mrs.  John  Davis,  Ber¬ 
wick;  Mrs.  Edgar  Smith,  Lafayette.  (Mrs.  John  Scarf,  Crowley,  is  sub¬ 
district  leader.) 


t 


New. officers  for  the  United  Methodist  Women’s  organization  at 
Denham  Springs  are  presented  during  Nov.  18  evening  worship 
by  Mrs.  Louise  Parker  (left),  outgoing  president.  Others,  left 
to  right,  are  Mrs.  Josephine  Schultz,  new  president;  Mrs. 
Rooney  David,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Mattie  Cook,  treasurer.  A 
reception  following  the  service  honored  new  officers  and  circle 
leaders.  The  Rev.  Carey  Martin  is  pastor. 


ABOVE:  Officers  installed  at 

Ruston  District  meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Women  at  Haynesville 
United  Methodist  Church.  Mrs. 
R.  J.  McGehee  (center,  second 
row)  of  Downsville  is  the  new 
president.  LEFT:  Miss  Ruth 
Johnson,  retiring  Ruston  District 
WSG  president,  presenting  award 
of  appreciation  for  long  service  to 
the  Guild,  to  Mrs.  Robert  Allen 
of  Homer. 


Some  members  of  the  new 
Ruston  District  organiza¬ 
tion  presenting  a  skit  — 
"Who  is  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Woman?” 

t 


Newly  elected  officers  at  First 
Church,  Minden  (left  to  right): 
Mrs.  Felix  Garrett,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Thompson, 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Davidson  Brown, 
president.  (Mrs.  E.  H.  Ward,  Jr., 
is  secretary  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Wil¬ 
liamson,  chairman  of  nomina¬ 
tions.) 


RIGHT:  United  Methodist  Women 
of  First  Church,  Minden,  at  an¬ 
nual  covered  dish  supper  held  in 
conjunction  with  their  Nov.  12 
Pledge  Service.  LOWER  RIGHT: 
Pastor  Kirby  Vining  and  Mrs. 
Troy  Webb  ond  worship  center 
emphasizing  the  Pledge  Service 
theme:  "Our  Loaf  and  How  We 
Slice  It."  Mrs.  Webb  led  the 
devotional  service. 


THE  RECORD  ALBUM  "An  Eve¬ 
ning  with  Norma  Zimmer  in  Shreve¬ 
port,”  which  was  recorded  in  the 
sanctuary  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport,  is 
available  at  that  church  for  $3.00. 
It  includes  the  Lawrence  Welk 
singer’s  concert  in  song  and  a 
witness  of  her  life  and  experience 
of  the  Christian  faith. 
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LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  9: 

Who  Is  This  Jesus?” 


ORIENTATION;  The  study  of  the  Go^el  John 
this  quarter  proposes  to  help  us  develop  a  point 
of  view  from  which  to  get  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  message  of  tte  book  and  receive  the 
message  through  a  faitb  that  enriches  our  lives 
as  followers  of  Christ.  This  is  the  second  lesson 
in  the  first  of  three  units.  This  unit  is  entitled 
THE  SON  OF  GOD  CAME  TO  US.  Today 
we  wUl  seek  to  understand  what  people  thought 
of  Jesus  in  his  day,  what  John  teaches  about 
him,  and  what  we  think  about  him  after  twenty 
centuries. 


BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE;  John  1;29-51,  10; 
22-39 


MEMORY  SELECTION;  I  and  the  Father  are  one. 

— John  10;30 


PURPOSE  OF  THE  LESSON;  To  strengthen  our 
faith  in  Christ  as  our  Savior.  To  clarify  our 
understanding  of  Jesus,  and  to  commit  our  lives 
to  him  in  love  and  service. 


iN  * 


RESTATING  OUR  POINT  OF  VIEW 
OF  THIS  GOSPEL 

We  noted  last  week  how  John’s  gospel  was  a 
favorite  book  with  many  people.  Having  been  writ¬ 
ten  after  many  years  had  elapsed  since  his  death  and 
resurrection  it  gives  a  spiritual  or  philosophical  in¬ 
terpretation  of  Jesus  that  appeals  to  our  modern 
day  thought.  Its  primary  audience  was  people  of 
the  western  world  and  culture.  The  purpose  of  the 
Gospel  was  different  from  the  first  three  (synoptics) 
gospels  and  therefore  treats  its  subject  in  a  different 
way.  The  parables  and  stories  of  the  synoptics  do 
not  serve  the  writer’s  purpose  and  are  not  used.  So 
it  is  fitting  that  we  study  this  book  with  a  different 
method  than  if  we  are  reading  history  in  its  exact 
chronology  or  time  sequence.  The  unit  will  deal 
with  selected  passages  rather  than  taking  the  mater¬ 
ial  verse  by  verse. 

The  writer  has  organized  his  material  around 
seven  signs  wrought  by  Jesus  that  should  lead  the 
reader  to  believe  in  him  as  Jesus  Christ,  Son  of  God 
and  Savior  of  man.  Three  have  to  do  with  healing, 
one  with  the  raising  of  Lcizarus  from  death,  and 
the  other  manifestations  of  Jesus’  supreme  power 
over  the  forces  of  earth. 

Dr.  Barclay  interprets  what  John  was  saying  to 
the  Greeks  at  Ephesus;  “All  your  lives  you  have 
been  fascinated  by  this  great,  guiding,  controlling 
mind  of  God.  The  mind  of  God  has  come  to  earth 
in  the  man  Jesus.  Look  at  Him  and  you  see  what 
the  mind  and  thought  of  God  are  like.”  (P.xxii,  In¬ 
troduction,  THE  GOSPEL  OF  JOHN).  If  the  book 
of  John  can  say  this  to  us  today  it  could  end  ou- 


frustration  and  uncertainty.  If  not,  perhaps  someone 
should  write  us  another  Gospel. 

“TELL  US  PLAINLY”  — 

DOES  JESUS  AVOID  THE  ISSUE? 

“It  was  winter,  and  Jesus  was  walking  in  the 
temple,  in  the  portico  of  Solomon.  So  the  Jews 
gathered  around  him  and  said  to  him,  “How  long 
will  you  keep  us  in  suspense?  If  you  are  the  Christ, 
tell  us  plainly.”  Jesus  answered  them,  “I  told  you, 
and  you  do  not  believe.  The  works  that  I  do  in  my 
Father’s  name,  they  bear  witness  to.me;  but  you  do 
not  believe,  because  you  do  not  belong  to  my  sheep.” 

There  was  a  difference  of  opinion  in  Jesus’  day 
about  who  he  was.  It  is  not  easy  for  us  to  put  our¬ 
selves  in  the  situation  of  those  who  had  to  try  to  fit 
him  into  their  idea  of  God  and  the  Savior  he  would 
send  into  the  world.  They  wanted  God’s  help  in 
many  areas  of  life,  but  perhaps  were  not  wihing  to 
receive  the  help  God  gives.  They  expected  God  to 
send  a  deliverer  (messiah)  but  they  were  not  sure 
this  man  was  the  one  they  were  expecting.  So  they 
asked  for  a  definite  answer.  Or  did  this  group  of 
Jews  in  the  temple  want  to  trick  him  into  blasphemy? 

Did  Jesus  evade  their  question?  Some  questions 
cannot  be  answered  with  a  straight  yes  or  no.  Some 
are  framed  in  such  a  way  that  a  simple  answer  with¬ 
out  explanation  does  not  give  the  true  picture.  How 
does  a  man  on  a  witness  stand  answer  the  cross  ex¬ 
amination  when  the  question  is  “Do  you  still  beat 
your  wife?” 

Jesus  was  not  trying  to  evade  the  issue.  He  un¬ 
derstood  only  too  well  the  ideas  they  held  about  the 
coming  messiah.  How  could  he  say  he  was  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  their  idea  of  the  Messiah?  Yet  how 
could  he  deny  that  he  was  from  God  and  came  as 
the  deliverer?  What  was  his  answer?  “I  have  told 
you  about  my  mission  from  God  (I  and  the  Father 
are  one).  You  have  observed  my  life  and  my  work. 
My  life  and  my  work  are  sufficient  witness.  These 
you  must  accept  as  the  real  answer  to  your  ques¬ 
tion.”  How  much  more  effective  is  a  kindly  deed 
than  all  protestations  of  compassion  and  concern? 
The  strong  word  of  faith  is  the  way  it  affects  our 
lives.  The  deeds  we  do  in  Christ’s  name  speak  more 
eloquently  than  all  our  devotionals,  sermons,  and 
claims  of  faith. 

FOR  WHAT  GOOD  DEEDS 
DO  YOU  STONE  ME? 

“The  Jews  took  up  stones  again  to  stone  him. 
Jesus  answered  them,  T  have  shown  you  many  good 
works  from  the  Father;  for  which  of  these  do  you 
stone  me?’  ”  Sometimes  the  rightness  of  our  adver¬ 
sary  only  increases  our  anger.  This  seems  to  be  the 
case  with  the  Jews.  Jesus  did  not  fit  into  their  idea 
of  God  and  his  representative.  It  only  angered  them 
that  they  could  find  no  real  fault  in  his  life.  They 
fell  back  on  the  one  charge;  blasphemy  —  being  a 
man  to  make  himself  equal  with  God.  If  Jesus  rep¬ 
resents  the  nature  of  God,  then  He  is  not  a  vengeful 
God.  His  method  is  not  the  way  of  violence.  His 
power  is  in  truth  and  love.  These  are  the  characteris¬ 
tics  of  Jesus.  This  is  the  way  of  God.  The  way  of 
the  world  ultimately. 


ACCEPTING  THE  CHALLENGE  OF  CHRIST 

“If  I  am  not  doing  the  works  of  my  Father, 
then  do  not  believe  me;  but  if  I  do  them,  even 
though  you  do  not  believe  me,  believe  the 
works,  that  you  may  know  and  understand 
that  the  Father  is  in  me  and  I  am  in  the  Fath¬ 
er.”  Again  they  tried  to  arrest  him,  but  he  es¬ 
caped  from  their  hands. — John  10;37-39 

Here  is  the  test  of  genuineness  and  sincerity. 
The  writer  in  the  Adult  Bible  Studies  tells  us  of  a 
television  program  “Frontiers  of  Faith”  in  which  a 
short  play  was  presented  under  the  title;  “Will  the 
Real  Jesus  Christ  Please  Stand  Up?”  Characters 
were  auditioned  for  the  part  of  Jesus  in  a  play.  The 
real  Jesus  appeared  but  he  did  not  fit  the  idea  Ae 
director  had  in  mind,  as  a  masterful,  dominating 
character  and  was  rejected.  The  influence  of  Jesus 
through  the  centuries  is  more  convincing  than  the 
concept  we  may  have  of  a  charming,  influential,  or 
driving  manager  of  men  and  events.  Do  not  accept 
simply  my  claims,  said  Jesus,  but  look  at  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Christianity.  Accept  the  genuine  concerns 
and  work  of  Christ.  This  should  lead  to  belief.  If 
these  do  not  convince  you  then  do  not  believe. 

WHOM  DO  YOU  SAY  HE  IS? 

The  scene  of  the  opening  scripture  takes  place 
in  a  beautiful  setting.  Jesus  is  strolling  in  a  portion 
of  the  temple  grounds  in  winter  protected  from  the 
cold.  Was  he  worshipping  and  meditating?  If  so,  he 
was  rudely  interrupted  by  the  harsh  questions  of  the 
world.  What  is  the  meaning  of  your  life  and  teach¬ 
ings.  Who  are  you.  What  evidence  can  you  give  us 
that  we  should  believe  you? 

Perhaps  our  worship  is  rudely  interrupted  today 
by  a  skeptical  and  cynical  world.  Who  is  this  Jesus? 
Why  should  we  believe  in  him?  Our  answer  is  first, 
our  own  experience  of  faith  in  Him  and  what  he 
has  done  for  us.  Second,  consider  his  life,  his  deeds, 
his  promise. 

Remember  the  purpose  of  John;  That  you  may 
believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  and 
believing,  have  eternal  life. 

*  *  jK 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS  SUGGESTED; 

December  3 — John  l;35-42 
December  4 — John  1;43-51 
December  5 — John  10;22-30 
December  6 — John  10;31-42 
December  7 — John  l;l-5 
December  8 — John  5;l-5 
December  9 — ^I  Peter  l;3-9. 

*  *  * 

These  are  suggestions  that  will  prepare  you  for 
the  discussion  of  questions  about  who  men  thought 
Jesus  was,  what  Jesus  said  about  himself,  and  who 
we  think  he  is. 

Next  Week;  Belief  or  Unbelief? 
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Bishops  summon  church  to  responsihility 


The  following  statement  was  approved  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops  on  Nov.  15  at  their 
recent  meeting  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  We  present 
it  here  in  its  entirety. 


tical  goals  makes  them  seek  power  at  any  price. 
A  democratic  republic  is  dependent  upon  the 
morality  of  leadership  which  must  honor  with 
absolute  honesty  and  as  priority  the  rights  of 
every  person.  No  political  end  justifies  the 


ing  affection  which  distinguish  it  from  promis¬ 
cuity,  prostitution  and  degeneracy,  debases  and 
demeans  personhood. 

We  urge  all  persons  to  join  with  us  in  seeking 
divine  forgiveness  for  our  corporate  sins  and  in  a 
new  commitment  in  the  faith  that  the  fulfillment  of 
God’s  will  for  humanity  demands  justice,  respect, 
compassion,  purity  of  motive  and  honesty  in  govern¬ 
ment,  business,  church,  rnarriage  and  every  other 
human  relationship.  We  declare  our  own  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  belief  that  God’s  will  for  humanity  is 
reconciliation,  peace  and  good  will;  that  God’s  pur¬ 
pose  for  humanity  cannot  tolerate  the  debasement 
of  human  values  and  that  God’s  kingdom  will  pre¬ 
vail. 

(*)  While  recognizing  that  the  issues  included  in 
this  statement  are  focused  on  the  situation  in  the 
United  States,  we  the  undersigned  Bishops  of 
Central  Conferenee  associate  ourselves  with  the 
statement  insofar  as  it  concerns  moral  problems 
throughout  the  world. 

Paul  L.  A.  Granadosin 
Ernst  Sommer 
Bennie  B.  Warner 
Jose  L.  Valencia 
Ole  E.  Borgen 
Escrivao  A.  Zunguze 
t 


We  the  Bishops  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
residing  in  the  United  States  of  America  (*)  sum¬ 
mon  our  people  to  declare  by  word  and  deed  our 
responsibility  for  the  world  God  made  and  loves, 
which  he  reconciles  to  himself  by  entering  history 
in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  which  he  con-  2. 
tinues  to  work  for  righteousness,  justice,  mercy  and 
peace  through  the  Holy  Spirit. 

We  affirm  that  the  sins  of  blind  self-interest, 
economic  exploitation,  racism,  sexism,  nation  wor¬ 
ship,  the  arms  race  and  de-humanization  are  ene¬ 
mies  of  peace. 

De-humanization  is  caused  by  selfishness,  pride, 
ignoranee  and  all  other  conditions  and  attitudes  that 
debase  human  values.  These  function  in  a  climate  of 
immorality  that  is  marked  by  political  expediency, 
arrogant  opportunism,  and  corruption  in  individual, 
social  and  political  life. 

We  cannot  condone  the  low  estate  of  morality 
in  our  nation,  and  what  appears  to  be  a  national  3. 
contempt  for  human  values. 

1.  Persons  have  been  exploited  and  debased  by 
the  corruption  of  political  power.  Trust  in  our 
political  system  has  been  severely  shaken  by 
persons  and  groups  whose  commitment  to  poli- 


corruption  or  circumvention  of  legal  processes. 
The  corruption  of  political  power  threatens  the 
future  of  this  nation  no  less  than  war  and  places 
in  jeopardy  the  constitutional  foundation  of 
this  nation. 

Persons  have  been  exploited  and  human  rights 
disregarded  by  our  involvement  in  war.  A  dec¬ 
ade  of  war  in  Southeast  Asia  continues  in  var¬ 
ied  forms.  It  has  produced  untold  misery  and. 
brutality  in  that  region  and  has  resulted  in  the 
brutalization  of  conscience.  The  effects  of  this 
war  and  the  present  conflict  in  the  Middle  East 
have  resulted  in  economic  and  moral  waste  so 
deep  and  devisive  that  the  effects  themselves 
become  enemies  of  future  peace.  Our  nation  is 
divided  by  anger  and  frustration.  Political  and 
economic  actions  that  are  de-humanizing  and 
enemies  of  peace  are  condoned  under  the  guise 
of  national  security  and  world  peace. 

Persons  are  being  exploited  and  debased  by 
obscenity.  In  the  name  of  freedom,  the  unre¬ 
strained  distribution  of  pictures  and  books  that 
reduce  persons  to  sex  objects  is  allowed.  Equa¬ 
tion  of  human  sexuality  with  temporary  plea¬ 
sure,  disregarding  the  responsibility  and  abid- 


Two  Chicago  area  seminaries 


unite 


The  final  legal  steps  in  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  Garrett-Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  the  product  of  a  un¬ 
ion  between  two  Chicago  area  United 
Methodist  schools,  were  taken  last 
week. 

The  boards  of  trustees  of  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  of  Evanston  and 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  of 
Naperville  ratified  a  memorandum  of 
agreement  upon  the  union  and  also  ap¬ 
proved  a  set  of  by-laws  for  the  new 


institution,  which  will  formally  come 
into  existence  in  January,  1974.  The 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  had  earlier 
passed  legislation  facilitating  the  un¬ 
ion.  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  will  occupy  the  present  Gar¬ 
rett  facilities  on  the  Evanston  campus 
of  Northwestern  University. 

In  a  joint  statement  expressing  their 
gratification  with  the  progress  being 
made  toward  consummation  of  the  un¬ 


ion  of  the  schools.  Presidents  Merlyn 
W.  Northfelt  of  Garrett  and  K.  James 
Stein  of  Evangelical  emphasized  that 
the  major  function  of  Garrett-Evange¬ 
lical  Seminary,  like  that  of  its  prede¬ 
cessor  institutions,  will  be  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  men  and  women  to  serve  the 
church  and  society  in  the  parish  and 
in  other  forms  of  ministry. 

Garrett  Theological  Seminary  was 
founded  as  Garrett  Biblical  Institute 
in  1853  in  Evanston,  Illinois.  It  was 


affiliated  with  the  denomination  then 
known  as  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  the  second-oldest  Meth¬ 
odist  seminary  in  the  United  States. 

Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
began  in  1873  as  Union  Biblical  Insti¬ 
tute,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Evange¬ 
lical  Church,  which  later  became  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 

t 


From  Our  Readers 


Readers  protest  action  of  Women's 


Mrs.  C.  Clifford  Cummings, 

President  of  the  Women’s 
Division  United  Methodist 
Church 

475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  New  York  10027 

Dear  Mrs.  Cummings: 

I  am  writing  to  you  in  reference  to 
the  resolution  asking  for  the  impeach¬ 
ment  of  President  Nixon  that  was 
passed  by  the  sixty-five  executives  and 
delegates  of  the  Women’s  Division 
meeting  held  recently  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

I  am  a  Life  Member  and  an  Hon¬ 
orary  Life  Member  of  the  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service.  I  have 
served  that  organization  in  many  cap¬ 
acities  including  that  of  Treasurer  in 
two  of  the  largest  societies  in  Meth¬ 
odism  being  the  first  Methodist  Church, 
Houston,  Tex.  and  the  First  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Shreveport,  La.  With  this 
as  background  I  feel  I  am  well  quali¬ 
fied  to  voice  an  opinion  that  I  abhor 
the  action  taken  regarding  this  resolu¬ 
tion. 

I  personally  feel  that  no  other  action 
could  hurt  our  organization  more  than 
this  one.  As  much  as  I  dislike  the 
thought  that  any  one  could  do  any¬ 
thing  that  might  contribute  to  the  de¬ 
struction  of  our  country  I  detest  more 
the  idea  of  a  little  group  of  sixty-five 
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women  who  could  presume  that  they 
were  speaking  for  one  and  one-half 
million  Methodist  Women.  Certainly 
everyone  is  entitled  to  think  and  act 
as  they  wish  —  that  is  our  American 
Heritage  but  to  act  otherwise  is  dic¬ 
tatorial  and  is  bound  to  split  our  or¬ 
ganization  rather  than  embrace  it. 

My  only  hope  is  that  you  will  en¬ 
deavor  to  establish  in  every  publica¬ 
tion  across  our  country  that  each  of 
you  were  speaking  and  voting  only  for 
yourselves  and  not  for  the  Methodist 
Women  at  large. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Browne 
Shreveport,  La. 
t 

Dear  Mrs.  Cummings: 

We  wish  to  go  on  record  as  oppos¬ 
ing  a  statement  published  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Times-Picayune  which  was 
made  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  advocating 
the  impeachment  of  President  Richard 
M.  Nixon. 

How  dare  this  68  member  board 
presume  to  speak  for  all  Methodist 
Women?  The  decision  in  question  was 
reported  to  have  passed  by  a  two-to- 
one  margin.  We  wish  to  know  what 
number  of  women  voted,  how  many 
voted  in  favor,  and  how  many  opposed 
this  stand.  We  strongly  feel  that  this 
statement  should  have  been  made  by 


the  board  members  as  individuals  and 
not  under  the  auspices  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

At  the  time  this  statement  was  is¬ 
sued  many  members  of  the,  national 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
feeling  that  they  did  not  have  all  neces¬ 
sary  facts,  would  not  take  a  stand  on 
impeachment.  Not  so  the  W.D.B.G.M. 
Do  they  perhaps  have  access  to  infor¬ 
mation  not  available  to  our  lawmakers 
of  both  parties? 

Strong  opposition  to  this  statement 
has  been  voiced  by  the  120  members 
of  our  W.S.G.  and  W.S.C.S.;  of  the  38 
members  present  at  the  Nov.  6  W.S.- 
C.S.  General  Meeting,  37  voted  to  go 
on  record  opposing  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  statement,  and  one  member  ab¬ 
stained.  At  the  Nov.  13  W.S.G.  meet¬ 
ing  eight  of  the  twenty  members  at¬ 
tended  and  voted  to  oppose  the  state¬ 
ment. 

We  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  the  Women’s  Division  of 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  does  not  repre¬ 
sent  the  official  position  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  W.S.G.  and 
the  W.S.C.S.  of  Munholland  Memorial 
Methodist  United  Church,  Metairie, 
Louisiana  feels  the  statement  made  by 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  Orleans 


Division 

calling  for  the  impeachment  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Richard  M.  Nixon  is  precipitous 
and  irresponsible. 

We  would  appreciate  hearing  from 
you  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Sincerely, 

Mrs.  William  N.  Smith 
President,  W.S.G. 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Baldridge 
President,  W.S.C.S. 

Metairie,  La. 

t 

Miss  Theressa  Hoover 
Associate  General  Secretary 
Women’s  Division,  Board  of  Global 

Ministries 
Dear  Miss  Hoover: 

The  resolution  passed  urging  the 
impeachment  of  President  Nixon  has 
certainly  left  a  false  impression  in  our 
nation.  The  number  of  persons  affirm¬ 
ing  this  resolution  represents  only  a 
small  number  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women.  The  resolution  seemingly  in¬ 
volves  all,  which  is  incorrect. 

Speaking  for  the  local  unit  of  Pros¬ 
pect  United  Methodist  Church,  Flor- 
icn.  La.,  (an  active  though  small  unit) 
we  support  President  Nixon,  even 
though  we  do  not  always  agree  with 
his  views,  and  do  not  favor  impeach¬ 
ment. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Hightower,  Secretary 
Chairperson,  Global  Missions 
Florien,  La. 
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GCOM  meets; 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMC)  —  It  was  “full 
steam  ahead”  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  which  met  here  Nov.  7-10. 

During  its  action-packed  three-day 
meeting,  the  128-member  Council 
called  upon  the  church  to  observe  Dec. 

2  as  “a  day  of  national  penitence,” 
elected  top  executives  of  the  church’s 
program  boards  and  its  own  staff, 
adopted  a  $633,000  budget,  and  car¬ 
ried  out  a  heavy  grist  of  committee 
work  in  its  three  major  sections  of 
work  —  coordination,  evaluation  and 
review,  and  planning  and  research. 

Summing  up  the  session  as  the  body 
adjourned,  Dr.  John  T.  King  of  Aus¬ 
tin,  Tex.,  said  he  felt  the  Council  was 
“coming  to  grips  with  its  responsibili¬ 
ties  and  working  as  a  family  unit.”  Dr. 
King,  who  presides  over  the  Council, 
is  president  of  Huston-Tillotson  Col¬ 
lege  and  lay  leader  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  Conference. 

In  his  report  to  the  Council,  the 
Rev.  Paul  V.  Church  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
said  he  believed  that  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  “wanted  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  to  be  a  representative 
body  that  would  express  grassroots 

Jurisdictional 
history  released 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  (UMC) 
—  A  history  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  has  been  released  by  the 
Jurisdictional  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  headed  by  retired  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  staff 
member  Walter  N.  Vernon,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Author  of  The  South  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional,  1939-1972,  A  Brief  History 
and  Interpretation  is  Dr.  Theodore  L. 
Agnew,  professor  of  history  at  Okla¬ 
homa  State  University,  Stillwater,  and 
an  active  United  Methodist  layman. 

A  copy  of  the  96-page,  soft-cover 
book  has  been  mailed  to  each  member 
of  the  1972  Jurisdictional  Conference 
and  to  other  officials  of  the  eight-state 
area.  Copies  are  available  for  purchase 
from  the  Jurisdictional  office,  Bixler 
Building,  2400  N.W.  23rd  Street, 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  73107  for 
$1.50  per  copy. 

Not  a  summary  of  all  that  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  jurisdiction,  the  study 
concentrates  on:  (1)  the  way  bishops 
have  been  elected  (including  an  inter¬ 
esting  series  of  Thirteen  Rules  for 
Electing  Bishops  in  the  Jurisdiction), 
(2)  the  social  and  professional  com¬ 
position  of  the  members  of  the  var¬ 
ious  quadrennial  conferences,  (3)  the 
way  the  jurisdiction  has  been  struc¬ 
tured,  and  (4)  the  scope  of  work  by 
women  in  the  area. 

The  committee  planning  and  guid¬ 
ing' the  production  of  the  history  in¬ 
cluded  Dr.  Vernon,  chairman.  Dr.  A. 
Sterling  Ward,  Dr.  Agnew,  Bishop  Don 
W.  Holter,  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Marquardt. 
Both  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  former 
executive  secretary  of  the  jurisdiction 
and  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  present  exec¬ 
utive  director,  have  assisted  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

t 

Francis  Johnson,  a  church  school 
teacher  at  Epperson  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  for  more  than  40  years,  has  been 
named  National  Big  Brother  of  the 
Year. 


called  to  “keep  touch  with  grass  roots” 


thinking  and  bring  that  thinking  to 
bear  on  general  church  program  struc¬ 
tures.” 

Dr.  Church  also  expressed  the  belief 
that  the  General  Conference  “expected 
that  the  Council  would  have  enough 
authority,  as  it  worked  with  general 
program  agencies,  so  that  it  could  help 
them  be  responsible  to  the  desires  of 
the  annual  conferences,  districts  and 
local  churches.” 

As  general  secretary.  Dr.  Church 
heads  the  Council’s  executive  staff  at 
its  headquarters  office  in  Dayton. 

Dr.  Church  warned:  “If  the  general 
council  loses  touch  with  the  grass¬ 
roots,  it  can  never  fulfill  the  expecta¬ 
tions  that  the  church  has  for  it.” 

Acting  upon  the  nominations  of  the 
denomination’s  several  program 
boards,  the  Council  elected  the  fol¬ 
lowing  general  secretaries:  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  —  the  Rev.  A, 
Dudley  Ward,  Washington,  D.C.; 
Board  of  Discipleship  —  the  Rev. 
Melvin  G.  Talbert,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  the  Rev. 
Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  New  York,  N.Y.; 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  —  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter, 


Nashville. 

In  other  action,  the  Council  re¬ 
elected  Dr.  Church  as  its  general  sec¬ 
retary  and  the  following  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  secretaries:  the  Rev.  Gerald  L. 
Clapsaddle,  the  Rev.  Virgil  W.  Sex¬ 
ton,  the  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz,  and  Mrs. 
Mildred  Wilkerson.  The  Rev.  William 
H.  Jenkins  was  elected  treasurer.  All 
are  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Also  re-elected  to  head  related  units 
of  the  Council  were  the  Rev.  Curtis 
A.  Chambers  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  (Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Communications),  and 
the  Rev.  Joe  Walker,  New  York,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Advance  Committee.  All 
terms  are  for  the  year  1974. 

In  a  forward-looking  move,  the 
Council  adopted  a  motion  which 
recommended  that  all  church  boards 
establish  a  policy  of  open  meetings 
except  necessary  executive  sessions  to 
deal  with  personnel  matters.  The 
Council  asked  that  even  at  such  execu¬ 
tive  sessions  of  other  boards  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  regularly-appointed  observer- 
evaluators  be  permitted  to  be  present. 

Speaker  at  a  fellowship  luncheon 
was  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston  of 


New  York,  chief  ecumenical  officer  of 
the  denomination  and  associate  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

In  his  address.  Dr.  Huston  traced 
the  development  of  the  nine-member 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  (CO- 
CU). 

He  said  there  is  “a  new  mood  of 
quiet  confidence”  in  COCU  because 
“it  has  never  lost  its  understanding 
that  there  is  no  real  alternative  and  it 
has  passed  through  a  time  of  testing 
with  a  new  claim  to  be  part  of  the 
future.” 

“Unity,  like  peace,”  Dr.  Huston 
said,  “is  something  which  must  con¬ 
stantly  be  done  .  .  .  and  that  is  why 
COCU,  drawing  closer  together  di¬ 
verse  traditions,  has  not  died,  but  is  in 
a  new  phase  of  its  service.” 

The  Rev.  Richard  Cain  of  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  chairman  of  the  Council’s  fi¬ 
nance  committee,  brought  in  the  re¬ 
port  on  the  proposed  $633,000  budget 
for  1974,  which  was  approved. 

Next  meetings  of  the  GCOM  are 
set  for  March  13-16,  1974,  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  and  Nov.  7-10,  1974,  in  Dayton, 
t 

General  Conference 
talk  — 

’76  and  ’80 

INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (UMC)  — 
Invitations  for  the  1980  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  are  now  be¬ 
ing  received  by  the  commission  charg¬ 
ed  with  planning  the  church’s  top  law¬ 
making  body. 

Meeting  here  Nov.  13-14  to  discuss 
preliminary  details  relating  to  the 
1976  session  scheduled  for  Portland, 
Ore.,  the  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference  set  a  deadline  of  July  15, 
1974,  for  receiving  bids  from  areas 
wanting  to  be  host  in  1980. 

Three  invitations  have  been  received 
already,  according  to  the  Rev.  Gene 
E.  Sease,  chairman  of  the  commission. 
These  are  from  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.,  and  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

In  asking  for  the  invitations.  Dr. 
Sease  noted  that  traditionally  the  con¬ 
ference  has  moved  from  jurisdiction  to 
jurisdiction  and  that  1980  bids  will  be 
welcome  from  all  sections,  but  particu¬ 
larly  from  the  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  The  last  previous  session  in  that 
jurisdiction  was  1964  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

A  wide  variety  of  details  relating  to 
the  1976  session  were  considered  at 
the  meeting  here,  but  final  decisions 
were  delayed  pending  more  work  in 
the  commission’s  standing  committees. 
Included  were  such  items  as  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate,  allocation  of  fa¬ 
cilities  in  the  Portland  Memorial  Coli¬ 
seum,  worship  services,  recognition  of 
the  U.S.  Bicentennial,  and  registration 
procedures. 

t 

Dwight  E.  Newberg,  a  staff  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship,  has  received  a  “Distin¬ 
guished  Service  Award”  from  his  alma 
mater,  Kansas  State  Teacher’s  College 
in  Emporia. 


Recent  Judicial  Council  rulings 


TUCSON,  Ariz.  (UMC)  —  Ten  ac¬ 
tions  related  to  special  appointments, 
ministers’  retirement  eligibility,  affili¬ 
ate  members’  rights  and  general  agen¬ 
cy  membership  were  taken  here  Nov. 
8-10  by  the  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council. 

The  council  decided  that: 

*Only  ministers  appointed  to  a 
church  can  be  counted  in  determining 
the  number  of  annual  conference  lay 
members  which  that  church  is  entitled 
to  elect.  This  does  not  include  retired 
or  other  ministers  employed  by  a 
church. 

*Forty  years  of  service  for  a  minis¬ 
ter’s  retirement  eligibility  means  con¬ 
ference  years  and  not  necessarily  cal¬ 
endar  years.  Because  many  conferen¬ 
ces  have  abbreviated  conference  years, 
this  could  result  in  a  minister’s  being 
able  to  retire  after  service  of  fewer 
than  40  calendar  years,  but  his  pension 
credit  is  based  on  the  calendar  years, 
as  are  pension  premium  payments. 

♦Affiliate  and  associate  members  of 


a  local  church  are  not  eligible  to  be 
members  of  that  church’s  administra¬ 
tive  board  or  its  church  or  charge 
conferences. 

♦The  Methodist  Church  of  South 
Asia  (India)  was  reminded,  for  the 
fourth  time,  that  “union  must  be  con¬ 
summated”  with  the  Church  of  North 
India  “without  further  delay.” 

♦Guidelines  for  selection  of  at-large 
members  of  general  agencies  are  “ad¬ 
visory,  not  mandatory,”  meaning  that 
total  board  membership  and  not  just 
the  at-large  category  is  to  be  repre¬ 
sentative  of  various  minorities  and  age 
groups. 

♦Part  of  the  1972  legislation  for 
special  appointments  “in  and  to  so¬ 
ciety”  is  unconstitutional,  as  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  this  historic  itineracy. 

During  the  meeting,  council  mem¬ 
bers  were  guests  of  Tucson  District  at 
a  dinner  on  University  of  Arizona 
campus,  with  the  Rev.  Robert  A,  Stan¬ 
ley,  superintendent,  in  charge, 
t 


Leaders  study  Development,  Quality  of  Life 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Meeting 
against  a  background  of  domestic  pol¬ 
itical  turmoil  and  fragile  international 
peace,  about  50  United  Methodist 
leaders  from  eight  national  bodies 
grappled  here  Oct.  31-Nov.  2  with  how 
to  put  flesh  on  two  denominational 
priorities  for  the  1973-76  quadren- 
nium. 

They  participated  in  what  is  believed 
to  be  an  unprecedented  seminar  on 
national-international  issues  focused 
around  the  priorities  of  “Justice  and 
Self-Development  of  Peoples”  and 
“Quality  of  Life.”  Confronted  with 
massive  input  dealing  with  such  ques¬ 
tions  as  the  influence  of  multi-national 
corporations  on  foreign  policy,  the  en¬ 
ergy  crisis,  women’s  rights  and  the  un¬ 
equal  distribution  of  the  world’s  re¬ 


sources,  the  leaders  agreed  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  “impacting  the  church” 
with  the  urgency  of  dealing  with  such 
issues  “in  light  of  the  Gospel.” 

The  United  Methodist  Leadership 
Seminar,  as  it  was  called,  was  part  of 
the  tenth  anniversary  observance  of  the 
Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations 
(CCUN).  It  assembled  representatives 
from  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  top 
policy-makers  and  staff  from  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  the  Coordinating  Commit¬ 
tee  for  the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and 
the  Self-Development  of  Peoples. 
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Senior  High  UMY  bicy¬ 
clists,  before  new  church 
bus  recently  acquired 
by  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge,  pose  for 
talce-off  on  a  15-mile 
bike  hike.  The  event 
was  such  a  success,  the 
young  people  requested 
a  repeat  performance 
“before  Jack  Frost  sets 


t 


The  D.M.A.  (Don’t  Mention  Age)  Club  of  Springhill  United 
Methodist  Church  is  an  interdenominational  group  which 
meets  monthly  for  a  covered  dish  luncheon,  projects  and 
games.  They  are  pictured  here  during  one  of  their  group 
trips  which  have  included  Hodges  Garden,  Eureka  Springs, 
Ark.,  and  the  Tyler  Rose  Festival.  They  are  sponsored  by 
an  interest  group  of  their  church's  United  Methodist  Women; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Gray  serve  as  co-presidents.  Mrs.  Wayne 
Keahey  is  education  assistant,  and  the  Rev.  George  Harkins 
is  pastor  at  Springhill. 


Thanksgiving  Gift  Night  at  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur,  attracted 
100  persons  and  netted  three  boxes  of  toys  which  will  be  re¬ 
paired  by  Retired  Service  Volunteer  People  in  the  community, 
and  distributed  to  underprivileged  children  in  the  area.  Photo¬ 
graphed  from  the  kitchen  area  following  the  family  fellowship 
supper,  sponsored  by  the  Council  on  Ministries,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  enters  into  a  spirited  Thanksgiving  “sing-along. ’’  A 
humorous  skit  entitled  A  Many-Sided  Gift,  was  presented  by 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Clarke,  parsonage  family. 


This  group  of  young  instrumentalists  at  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church, 
Marrero,  is  learning  to  play  under  the  tutelage  of  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
H.  C.  Howell.  Their  band  includes  Spanish  and  steel  guitars  and  ukeleles. 


A  host  of  spooks  and  goblins  and  other  “beings”  take  part  in 
kindergarten  Halloween  party  at  Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  is  pastor.  Mrs. 
H.  T.  Worthington  directs  the  group. 

t 


t 


THE  JONESVILLE  YOUTH  Choir 
presented  special  music  at  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  in 
Munholland  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Nov.  19,  and  gave 
a  full  concert  at  six  o’clock. 


ABOVE:  The  senior  high  UMYF 
of  Roanoke  and  Iowa  churches 
held  o  joint  Halloween  party  at 
the  Iowa  Youth  Center.  The 
Rev.  Homer  Bailes  is  pastor  at 
Roanoke  and  the  Rev.  John  Sayes 
pastor  at  the  Iowa  Church.  AT 
^^^T;  Junior  UMYF  group  of 
the  Iowa  church  listens  to  a 
spooky  record  in  the  semi-dark¬ 
ness  of  the  youth  center  during 
Halloween  night  party. 
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Flash  !  Urgent  ! 


Think  About  This  ! 


on  the  matters  of 
gambling,  lotteries,  etc. 


It  makes  little  difference  if  the  right- 
of  way  was  yours  —  if  you  didn’t  get 
it.  (R.  Daniel  Simmons,  St.  Mary’s,  W. 
Va.) 

t 


The  Committee  on  Legislative  Powers  and  Functions  of  C/C  73 
dropped  the  gambling  prohibition  —  Louisiana  Constitution,  Article 
19,  Section  8,  out  of  its  proposal  for  the  new  Constitution.  Delegate 
James  Burns  of  Covington,  introduced  an  amendment  to  restore  this 
section,  in  other  words,  to  carry  over  into  the  new  Constitution  the 
prohibition  which  states,  ’’Gambling  is  a  vice  and  the  Legislature 
shall  pass  laws  to  suppress  it.  *  *  *  Lotteries  and  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets  are  prohibited  in  this  State . "  A  hearing  was  held  on  Tuesday 
morning,  November  20,  on  Mr.  Bums’  amendment  and  the  Committee 
voted  to  defer  action .  This  means  that  our  only  chance  to  continue  the 
gambling  prohibition  is  to  seek  another  hearing  which  we  certainly  will 
do,  or  when  the  Convention,  as  a  whole  considers  this  section. 

We  are  stepping  on  dangerous  ground  and  unless  our  new  Consti¬ 
tution  speaks  out  against  gambling  then  we  will  lay  ourselves  wide  open 
for  a  return  of  the  gambling  era  in  Louisiana. 

IT  IS  IMPERATIVE  that  you  contact  your  delegate  to  the  Convention 
and  let  him  or  her  know  that  the  new  Constitution  must  carry  a  prohi¬ 
bition  against  gambling.  Tell  them  to  carry  over  into  the  new  document 
the  old  Section  which  reads,  ’’Gambling  is  a  vice  and  the  Legislature 
shall  pass  laws  to  suppress  it.  *  *  *  Lotteries  and  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets  are  prohibited  in  this  State . " 

Lose  no  time  in  contacting  your  delegate.  The  future  of  this  new 
Constitution  is  in  your  hands  —  PLEASE  SPEAK  OUT!  Your  voice  needs 
to  be  heard! 


There’s  something  cock-eyed  about 
a  system  which  permits  the  state  to 
SEIZE  a  man’s  car  and  rifle  for  shoot¬ 
ing  a  deer  out  of  season,  but  lets  him 
KEEP  his  car  when  driving  after  li¬ 
cense  revocation.  (LaCrosse,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  LEADER-TRIBUNE) 
t 

Drive  carefully  and  leave  the  ex¬ 
terminating  to  us.  (Pest  Contrc^  sign, 
Virginia  Traffic  Safety  News) 
t 

Using  a  seatbelt  is  the  best  way  to 
keep  from  leaving  the  scene  of  an  ac¬ 
cident.  (Missouri  Highway  Patrol) 
t 

3,000,000  alcoholics  hold  jobs  and 
2,7()0,000  drive  cars.  Are  they  sober 
when  driving? 

t 

Multiplied  across  the  nation:  From 
December  24th  through  January  1st: 
Indiana  reports  6,000  accidents,  1,800 
injuries,  60  deaths.  (Harlow’s  Horrible 
Scope,”  Indiana  Vehicle  Inspection) 


Drug  Abuse  Commission  tells  parents  how  to  discourage  drug  use 


Washington  (AP)  —  What  can 
parents  do  to  discourage  drug 
use  by  their  children?  Here  is 
what  the  National  Commission 
on  Marajuana  and  Drug  Abuse 
says  on  the  subject: 

“Among  the  guiding  principles 
of  parental  conduct,  the  first 
should  be  recognition  that  their 
patterns  of  drug  use  (or  non-use) 
serve  as  a  model  for  their  chil¬ 
dren.  Repeated  studies  have  in¬ 
dicated  a  strong  correlation  be¬ 
tween  the  degree  of  responsibil¬ 
ity  exercised  by  the  parents  in 
using  drugs  and  that  exercised 
by  the  children. 

“The  second  principle  is  that 
curiosity  and  the  search  for  ex¬ 
perience  is  a.  normal  aspect  of  the 
adolescent  growth  process.  Ex¬ 
perimentation  with  drugs  is  pro¬ 


perly  disapproved,  but  parents 
should  understand  that  their 
youthful  curiosity  is  generally  a 
desirable  motivation,  which  they 
should  fashion  and  encourage. 

“Third,  parents  must  concen¬ 
trate  on  discouraging  initial  drug 
use;  too  often,  parental  concern 
is  generated  only  after  use  has 
begun.  Moreover,  the  family’s 
preventive  function  is  not  limited 
to  forestalling  drug  use.  It  should 
also  include  attempts  to  deal  with 
the  entire  spectrum  of  adolescent 
needs. 

“Finally,  parents  must  assume 
primary  responsibility  for  the  de¬ 
tection  of  and  response  to  drug 
use  by  their  child.  Too  often  par¬ 
ents  have  abdicated  their  respon¬ 
sibility  to  institutions,  such  as 
schools.  These  institutions,  in 
turn,  tend  to  act  in  loco  parentis 


(in  place  of  parents)  and  try  to 
remedy  the  child’s  difficulties,  in¬ 
cluding  drug  use  and  drug  related 
behavior,  without  involving  the 
family. 

PROBLEMS  AGGRAVATED 

When  this  happens,  any  prob¬ 
lems  in  family  structure  are  only 
aggravated.  Parents  must  serve 
as  the  treatment  agency  of  first 
resort,  and  if  they  decide  that  re¬ 
ferral  to  professional  services  is 
necessary,  they  must  participate 
actively  with  the  program  or  per¬ 
son  which  provides  these  services. 

“In  order  to  provide  a  basis 
for  open  discussions  and  inter¬ 
changes  between  parent  and 
child  regarding  use  of  psychoac¬ 
tive  substances,  a  climate  of 
honesty,  mutual  respect  and  love 


must  be  fostered  within  the  fam¬ 
ily.  Since  rational  discussion 
about  drugs  is  impossible  with¬ 
out  informed  attitudes  and  per¬ 
ceptions,  parents  must  learn  to 
discuss  drugs,  their  effects,  and 
drug-related  behavior  without 
hysteric  emotion.  Parents  should  , 
share  information  with  their  chil¬ 
dren,  in  order  to  provide  a  com¬ 
mon  factual  basis. 

“Although  such  a  discussion 
may  not  always  lead  to  a  resolu¬ 
tion  satisfactory  to  both  parent 
and  child,  they  should  continue 
nonetheless  in  order  to  avoid  a 
breakdown  in  communications. 

At  the  minimum,  the  discussion 
can  lead  to  mutual  self-resi>ect 
and  prevent  the  kinds  of  misun¬ 
derstanding,  which  only  further 
cloud  the  central  issues.” 
t 
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the  church  is  there  to  care 


Methodist  Home  Hospital  Superin¬ 
tendent  Richard  E.  Walton  greets 
a  little  girl  in  symbolic  expression 
of  the  United  Methodist  agency’s 
concern  for  “abused,  abandoned, 
neglected  and  needy  children.’’ 
(Photo  by  Toge  Fujihira) 
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Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sunday  Dec.  lo 


‘tFe  have  a  responsibility’ 


“Wherever  there  is  a  child  in  real 
need,  we  have  a  responsibility.”  So 
states  the  Rev.  Richard  E.  Walton, 
superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital,  in  reflecting  on  motivation 
for  the  Christian  ministry  provided  by 
this  unique  institution  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  New  Orleans  based  agency  be¬ 
gan  an  entirely  new  and  creative  con¬ 
cept  of  ministry  this  last  July.  Estab¬ 
lished  in  1886  to  provide  a  maternity 
and  adoption  program,  the  facility  ser¬ 
ved  1,800  mothers  and  1,000  children 
during  that  time.  In  its  new  program 
the  institution  functions  as  a  receiving 
home  to  provide  temporary  care  for 
abused,  abandoned,  neglected  and 
needy  children.  As  such  it  is  the  only 
facility  in  Louisiana — church  or  state 


— which  provides  this  essential  human 
service. 

Mr.  Walton  states  that  the  new  pro¬ 
gram  was  developed  in  response  to  the 
growing  need  for  such  services.  The 
home’s  former  mission,  a  ministry  to 
unwed  mothers,  is  adequately  cared 
for  by  The  Protestant  Home  for  Ba¬ 
bies.  That  New  Orleans  agency  is  able 
to  provide  care  for  the  decreasing 
number  of  young  women  requiring 
such  care.  The  Methodist  Home  Hos¬ 
pital  refers  any  requests  for  such  as¬ 
sistance  to  the  nondenominational 
agency. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  re¬ 
ceives  children  from  the  parishes  of 
Jefferson,  Orleans,  Plaquemine  and  St. 
Bernard.  These  come  by  placement 
from  the  Division  of  Foster  Care  Ser¬ 


vices  of  the  Louisiana  Health  and  So¬ 
cial  Rehabilitation  Services  Adminis¬ 
tration.  The  program  is  viewed  as  a 
pilot  project  by  both  the  church  and 
the  state. 

OFFERING  TO  BE  RECEIVED 
DECEMBER  16 

Sunday,  Dec.  16,  is  to  be  observed 
by  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  as  Methodist  Homes  Hospital 
Sunday.  The  Conference  has  asked  that 
congregations  contribute  an  amount 
equal  to  4%  of  the  pastor’s  salary 
figure.  The  home  depends  upon  the 
local  church  for  approximately  one- 
half  of  its  total  support.  The  state  fur- 
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Concern  for  persons,  evangelism 
suggested  Conference  priorities 


Conference  Council  votes 
change  to  Texas  paper 


After  wrestling  with  a  total  of  65 
suggested  “priorities  for  ministry”  for 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  en¬ 
dorsed  two  items  for  further  action. 
“Concern  for  Persons”  and  “Evange¬ 
lism”  were  chosen  as  the  two  empha¬ 
ses  for  pursuance  through  an  elaborate 
process  leading  to  presentation  to  the 
Annual  Conference  of  1974.  If 
adopted,  these  priorities  would  become 
the  basis  for  program  emphases  of  the 
Conference  year  1975. 

This  action  was  among  a  half-dozen 
agenda  items  before  the  Conference 
Council  as  it  met  last  Friday  evening 
and  Saturday  morning  (Nov.  31 -Dec. 

1)  at  Alexandria’s  Horseshoe  Bend 
Church,  Forty-three  members  of  the 
Council  were  present. 

Other  agenda  items  were  the  presen¬ 
tation  of  a  budget,  submission  of  a 
statement  of  job  description  and  priori¬ 
ties  for  the  Council  staff,  and  a  recom¬ 
mendation  from  the  Structure  Study 
Committee  regarding  the  status  of  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  newspaper  (see 
separate  article  on  this  page).  The 
Council  approved  each  of  these  items 
as  sumbitted. 

The  meeting,  presided  over  by 
Council  Chairman  Dr,  George  F. 
Pearce,  Jr.,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  was  opened  by  a  devo¬ 
tional  message  given  by  the  Rev,  Lael 
S.  Jones  of  Haynesville,  chairman  of 
the  Conference  Commission  on  Wor- 

/.7 


ship,  who  spoke  on  the  symbolism  of 
Advent. 

STAFF  PRESENTS  PROCEDURE 

An  elaborate  procedure  for  deter¬ 
mining  the  priorities  was  suggested  by 
the  Council  staff.  Making  the  presen¬ 
tation  was  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton, 
Council  co-director  and  the  Rev.  Don- 
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Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field  (center)  was  the 
celebrant  for  the  recent 
consecration  of  St.  Ber¬ 
nard’s  United  Methodist 
Church  Hall  Extension, 
at  Chalmette,  He  was 
assisted  by  Dr.  Robert 
F.  Harrington,  New 
Orleans  District  super¬ 
intendent  (left),  and  the 
Rev.  James  0.  Evans, 
pastor.  A  congregational 
fellowship  meal  followed 
the  morning  consecra¬ 
tion.  The  new  addition 
was  erected  at  an  ap¬ 
proximate  cost  of  $30,000 
and  furnishings  were 
added  at  a  cost  of  $2,500. 
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The  Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  voted  on  Nov.  30  to  dis¬ 
continue  the  present  arrangement  of 
publication  of  The  Louisiana  Metho¬ 
dist  and  begin  publication  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  paper  as  an  edition  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  The  vote 
was  20  in  favor,  seven  opposed.  The 
change  will  become  effective  this  Dec. 
31. 

The  matter  came  before  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  the  first  evening  of  a  two  day 
session  in  which  the  Council’s  major 
agenda  item  was  consideration  of  short 
and  long-range  priorities  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  (see  separate  ^tory).  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  Alexandria’s  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  Church  of  which  the  Rev. 
Jack  S.  Winegeart  is  pastor. 

The  recommendation  for  the  change 
was  presented  to  the  Council  by  Dr. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  reporting  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Conference  Structure  Study 
Committee.  He  stated  that  the  recom¬ 
mendation  had  come  to  that  committee 
as  a  unanimous  action  of  the  cabinet 
and  cited  “the  fact  that  we  are  in  a  new 
Conference,  in  a  period  of  transition 
and  evaluation  and  learning”  as  rea¬ 


sons  for  the  change. 

Dr.  Hearn  prefaced  his  presentation 
with  an  expression  of  appreciation  for 
The  Louisiana  Methodist  and  for  its 
past  and  present  staffs.  He  said  “The 
Louisiana  Methodist  has  been  a  part 
of  my  life  for  all  of  my  ministerial 
career.” 

E>r.  Hearn  stated  that  in  the  matter 
of  the  paper  the  Structure  Study  Com¬ 
mittee  had  three  alternatives  to  con¬ 
sider;  to  maintain  the  present  relation¬ 
ship;  to  print  a  paper  “on  our  own,” 
as  a  Conference;  or  to  become  associa¬ 
ted  with  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  He  reported  that  the  cabinet 
had  unanimously  recommended  the 
latter  alternative  and  that  the  Structure 
Study  Committee  had  unanimously 
concurred  and  that  the  matter  was  now 
being  sumbitted  to  the  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  for  its  action. 

QUESTIONS  ASKED 

Following  the  presentation  by  Dr. 
Hearn  discussion  revolved  around 
questions  asked  by  Council  members. 
Among  these  were  whether  the  Coim- 
cil  had  authority  to  make  the  decision; 
whether  the  paper’s  commissioners 
had  expressed  themselves  on  the  issue; 
whether  the  Sunday  School  lesson 
would  be  included  in  the  new  arrange¬ 
ment;  and  whether  the  coverage  of 
local  church  and  Annual  Conference 
news  would  be  equal  to  that  presently 
provided. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  among 
remarks  during  the  discussion,  ex¬ 
pressed  appreciation  for  the  service 
rendered  across  the  years  by  the  edi¬ 
tors  and  staff  of  The  Louisizma  Meth¬ 
odist  and  stated  that  “the  change  cer¬ 
tainly  does  not  in  any  way  reflect  upon 
them.” 

ABOUT  THE  PAPERS 

The  masthead  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  states  that  the  paper  “is 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Con¬ 
ferences  of  Texas  and  is  published  by 
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At  the  Annual  Conference  last  spring  it  was  reported  that  the  year 
1973  would  mark  a  turn -around  in  membership  in  the  Louisiana  statistics, 
a  decline  would  be  altered,  and  the  church  would  begin  to  grow  again .  The 
report  in  the  Cabinet  last  month  tends  to  confirm  this .  With  four  weeks  to 
go  our  net  gain  is  between  sixteen  and  seventeen  himdred  for  the  year  .  By 
January  1  we  expect  these  figures  would  be  sustained . 

Bear  in  mind  that  the  emphasis  has  been  on  evangelism  and  honest  re¬ 
porting  with  stress  given  to  the  guidelines  that  are  found  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline .  The  matter  of  figuring  the  decimal  for  Conference  assessments 
prevents  unnecessary  padding  of  rolls,  and  we  are  living  in  days  in  which 
no  emphasis  whatsoever  has  been  given  to  statistical  increases.  However, 
there  seems  to  be  a  strong  feeling  of  evangelism  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  permeating  the  life  of  our  churches,  and  the  results  are  now  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  felt.  It  is  conceivable  that  Louisiana  should  have  a  gain  of  per¬ 
haps  two  thousand  in  national  statistics, but  this  will  not  be  reflected  until  next 
year.  This  year's  Methodist  statistics,  nationally,  report  the  figures  from 
last  year's  journals .  Therefore  this  year's  report  will  not  be  known  until 
the  year  hence.  But  the  trend  has  been  reversed  and  we  will  press  forward. 

It  is  encouraging  and  gratifying  to  see  a  substantial  increase  in  membership 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  this  state.  Keep  up  that  good  work,  keep 
the  witness  alive,  keep  the  testimony  before  the  people . 

Faithfully,  ^ 

C{ 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  1) 
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nishes  about  45%  of  this  total,  pro¬ 
viding  about  five  dollars  per  day  for 
room  and  board  for  each  child  re¬ 
ferred.  The  remaining  support  comes 
from  gifts  by  individuals  and  from  in¬ 
terest  on  a  small  amount  of  bonds. 

The  home  has  budgeted  a  program 
of  approximately  $105,000,  but  in  ac¬ 
tual  fact,  Mr.  Walton  reports,  it  will 
cost  more  than  $150,000  to  provide 
the  present  services.  The  Rev.  William 
F.  Mayo,  pastor  of  St.  Matthew’s 
church  in  New  Orleans  and  chairman 
of  the  home’s  Board  of  Directors,  has 
stated  that  the  United  Methodists  of 
Louisiana  need  to  be  informed  about 
the  vital  ministry  provided  by  the 
home.  He  urges  churches  to  make  a 
generous  response  on  Dec.  16. 

THE  CHURCH  MUST 
“CARE  ENOUGH” 

In  its  new  ministry  the  home  re¬ 
ceived  its  first  child  on  July  18  and 
in  its  first  three  months  had  served 
101  children.  Mrs.  Anna  Mae  Athas, 
director  of  the  Child  Care  Program  at 
the  home,  states  that  “each  of  these 
children  comes  in  with  some  kind  of 
emotional  problem.  No  one  has  evef 
cared  enough  to  make  sure  they  went 
to  school.  No  one  has  cared  enough 
to  see  that  they  learned  any  manners, 
or  how  to  share,  or  to  take  tums; 
These  are  some  of  our  major  prob¬ 
lems.” 

The  home  serves  children  from  two 
through  14  years  of  age.  Each  child 
is  assigned  to  a  case  worker  from  the 
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the  Information  Services  Division  ot 
the  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary 
of  The  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  maintains  no  official  re¬ 
lationship  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  to  any  of  the 
denomination’s  general  boards  or  agen¬ 
cies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official  pub¬ 
lication  for  19  United  Methodist  an¬ 
nual  conferences  which  publish  special 
regional  editions.”  The  Dallas  office 
reports  that  two  Louisiana  churches, 
First  Church  in  Alexandria  and  Uni¬ 
versity  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  are 
presently  using  local  church  editions 
of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  has  been 
in  existence  approximately  24  years 
and  has  been  published  from  the  Little 
Rock  office  for  about  22  years.  It  be¬ 
gan  as  a  successor  to  the  New  Orleans 
Christian  Advocate,  which  served  both 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  for  some 
years.  After  the  discontinuance  of  that 
paper.  The  Louisiana  Methodist  began 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Jolly  B. 
Harper,  Dr.  Virgil  D.  Morris  and  Dr. 
Guy  Hicks,  who  together  published  the 
paper  for  about  a  year.  When  it  was 
seen  that  assistance  was  needed,  the 
Arkansas  Methodist  was  approached 
to  see  if  the  Louisiana  paper  could  be 
produced  from  the  Little  Rock  office. 
Such  a  request  was  made  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  in  1951  and 
approved  by  the  two  Arkansas  confer¬ 
ences.  The  conferences  have  enjoyed 
a  pleasant  relationship  through  the  as¬ 
sociation  across  the  years. 

The  agreement  between  the  three 
conferences,  states  that  “the  arrange¬ 
ment  may  be  terminated  at  the  end  of 
any  subscription  year  by  any  of  the 


HOME  HOSPITAL 

Division  of  Foster  Care  Services.  The 
average  length  of  stay  at  the  home  is 
about  one  month  with  three  months 
being  the  maximum  allowed.  The  chil¬ 
dren  are  then  either  returned  to  their 
families,  placed  in  a  foster  home  of 
provided  institutional  care,  as  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  court. 

A  major  significance  of  the  home’s 
ministry  is  that  it  allows  state  officials 
time  to  make  a  wiser  foster  home 
placement  than  was  possible  before  the 
temporary  holding  facility,  now  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  church,  was  available.  Mr. 
Charles  Yost,  director  of  the  Division 
of  Foster  Care  Services,  has  stated 
that  his  agency  is  most  pleased  with 
the  service  rendered  by  the  home. 

“EVERYBODY  WINS!” 

While  school  age  children  under  the 
care  of  the  home  attend  public  schools, 
a  kindergarten  and  nursery  program  is 
conducted  by  the  staff  of  the  agency. 
Volunteer  workers  assist  the  paid  staff 
in  these  activities.  “On  weekends,”  says' 
Mrs.  Athas,  “we  have  a  fun  night, 
kind  “of  like  you  have  in  the  local 
church.  At  these  we  give  awards  and 
everybody  has  a  lot  of  fun  and  every¬ 
body  wins!” 

“Everybody  wins”  seems  to  be  a 
fitting  characterization  of  the  Christian 
minis^  provided  by  Methodist  Horned 
Hospit^.  The  gifts  of  Louisiana  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodists  on  Dec.  16  can  make 
Winners  of  alt  —  the  receivers  and 
fhe  givers. 
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conferences  should  the  association 
prove  unsatisfactory.”  The  subscription 
year  ends  Dec.  31.  While  most  of  the 
9,416  subscriptions  do  expire  at  that 
date,  many  terminate  at  various  dates 
during  the  year.  The  Little  Rock  of¬ 
fice  will  refund  pro-rata  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  fees  due  to  subscribers  in  that 
category. 

As  The  Louisiana  Methodist  does 
not  publish  during  Christmas  week, 
two  issues  remain  under  the  present 
arrangement,  those  of  Dec.  13  and  20. 
t 

BATON  ROUGE  CHURCH 
SPONSORS  REFUGEE  FAMILY 

Through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  and 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge  is  sponsoring  an  Indian  family, 
refugees  from  Zanzibar,  Tanzania, 
Africa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fidahussein 
Manji  and  their  four  children,  Zuher, 
17,  Shabbirail,  16,  Shehaz,  15,  and 
Tasnim,  9,  arriyed  in  Baton  Rouge  in 
June. 

The  family  was  forced  by  the  Com¬ 
munists  to  leave  Zanzibar.  The  govern¬ 
ment  forced  aliens  to  leave  their  next 
home  (Uganda)  in  1972.  They  were 
settled  in  a  refugee  camp  in  Naples, 
Italy  in  October,  1972.  Mr.  Manji  had 
always  been  a  self-employed  merchant. 

The  Baton  Rouge  Church,  of  which 
Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  is  pastor, 
helped  the  family  to  find  housing  and 
employment  in  Baton  Rouge.  At  a  re¬ 
cent  Family  Fellowship  Night,  the 
Manjis  discussed  their  heartbreaking 
experiences  of  being  alienated  from 
two  countries  and  of  the  adjustments 
they  are  having  to  make. 
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aid  C.  Cottrill,  associate  Council  di¬ 
rector. 

The  procedure  indicated  that  input 
would  first  be  received  from  the  local 
church,  the  bishop,  the  Conference 
boards  and  agencies,  the  District  Coun¬ 
cils  and  the  District  superintendents. 
Other  sources  would  be  a  survey  con¬ 
ducted  through  Saddlebags,  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Council;  General  Con¬ 
ference  priorities;  and  “(Conference) 
Council  on  Ministries’  opinions.” 

The  procedure  for  pursuance  of  the 
prioritiees  chosen  at  this  meeting 
would  be,  first,  their  referral  to  the 
Committee  on  Research  and  Planning 
(named  at  this  meeting).  In  turn,  these 
priorities  would  then  be  channeled  to 
the  proper  agencies  at  the  Convocation 
of  Boards  to  be  held  Jan.  1 1-12,  1974. 
Such  agencies  would  then  return  their 
recommendations  to  the  Conference 
Council  which  would  review  and  se¬ 
lect  the  final  statement  of  priorities  for 
submission  to  the  Annual  Conference. 
These  would  then  be  submitted  to  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (CFA)  for  their  action 
before  being  channeled  to  the  next 
step  in  the  procedure. 

If  approved  by  the  CFA,  the  priori¬ 
ties  would  be  sent  to  the  Research  and 
Planning  Committee  for  referral  to  the 
proper  implementing  groups.  These 
would  in  turn  send  them  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Councils  and  local  churches  for 
discussion  and  evaluation  and  then  for 
incorporation  in  the  Pre-Conference 
Reports.  From  here  they  would  go  to 
the  Annual  Conference  session,  May 
28-31,  1974,  where  as  priorities  and 
goals  for  1975  they  would  be  acted 
upon. 

Following  this  would  be  an  evalua¬ 
tion  process  initiated  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  which  would  include  dis¬ 
tricts,  local  churches  and  conference 
agencies. 

In  selecting  the  priorities,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  divided  into  small  groups  which 
researched  possible  priorities  and  then 
reported  to  the  general  session.  Some 
53  items  were  suggested  by  the  total 


PRIORITIES 

group.  These,  plus  the  12  submitted 
as  a  result  of  the  Saddlebags  survey, 
gave  a  total  of  65  priorities  to  be  con¬ 
sidered.  The  last  priority  suggested  by 
one  reporting  group  was  “to  deepen 
the  spiritual  life  of  all  of  us  so  we  can 
do  something  about  all  of  this!” 

RESEARCH  AND  PLANNING 
COMMITTEE  NAMED 

The  Council  named  the  following  to 
be  members  of  the  Committee  on  Re¬ 
search  and  Planning:  the  Rev.  George 
A.  Duerson  of  Kenner,  to  serve  as 
chairman;  'Vernita  Booker,  lay  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mt.  Zion  Church,  New  Orleans; 
the  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley,  Golden 
Meadow;  Jack  Thorp,  lay  member  of 
Asbury  Church,  Lafayette;  the  Rev. 
Lamar  E.  Smith,  University  Church, 
Baton  Rouge;  the  Rev.  Edgar  D. 
Smith,  Mallalieu,  Lafayette;  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  superintendent  of  the 
Lake  Charles  District;  and  John  Monk, 
lay  member  of  the  Leesville  Church. 
Ex-officio  members  are  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield,  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Bran- 
ton  and  the  Rev.  Donald  C.  Cottrill. 

Among  those  reporting  on  short- 
range  priorities  after  the  Saturday 
morning  work  groups  were  the  Rev. 
Samuel  W.  Walker,  the  Rev.  Kent 
Fischer  and  the  Rev.  Roy  Mouser.  Co- 
Director  Branton  spoke  concerning 
long-range  priorities  and  led  the  Coun¬ 
cil  in  a  game-type  survey  of  future 
possibilities  in  Cliristian  ministry. 

Submitting  the  budget  for  approval 
was  Associate  Council  Director  Cecil 
E.  Bland,  Jr.  and  presenting  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Priorities  and  Job  Description 
for  the  Conference  Staff  was  Associate 
Council  Director,  the  Rev.  Howard  L. 
Milo.  Both  reports  were  adopted  by 
the  Council. 

In  another  action  the  Council  ap¬ 
proved  a  motion  that  a  request  be  made 
to  the  Conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  for  $500  to  be  made  avail¬ 
able  for  designation  by  the  bishop  for 
expenses  incurred  by  participants  in  a 
Jan.  23  meeting  of  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race. 
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The  Editor's  Pulpit 


In  keeping  with  our  historic  Methodist  tradition  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  responsibility  in  speaking,  what  appears  here  is  the 
editor’s  point  of  view  and  not  necessarily  the  official  position  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Responses  from  our  readers  are 
invited. 


SECOND  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT  1973 

HE  WILL  COME 

An  evolution  of  Advent 


We  crouched  in  darkness 

with  tethered  breath. 

We  feared  the  nignt 
and  fled  toward  death. 

Then  someone  said 

“He  will  come.” 

Behind  the  wall  in  exile’s  strife 
We  cowered  and  wept 

but  dreamt  of  life. 

For  “Now,” 

they  said, 

“He  will  come.” 

We  fled  them  far  through  every  land 
Night’s  long  grasp 

and  death’s  cold  hand. 

Yet  toward  hope  we  ever  sped 
for  still,  still  they  said 
“He  will  come.” 

Then  one  night  a  star  did  shine 
and  darkness  fled 
and  exile  passed 

and  even  death  succumbed  at  last. 
For  all  the  while  we  ran  toward  life. 
And  He  did  come! 

*  ♦  * 


Cortege 

Now  we  must  run  throughout  tlie  land 
to  share  with  all  good  news  at  hand; 

Fear  not  the  dark 
Flee  not  the  night 
Let  neither  death  give  cause 

for  fright. 

For  he  is  life 

And  he  is  light. 

And  he  did  come. 
And  he  will  come. 


t 


THINK-A-GRAM:  We’d  all  like  a  reputation  for  generosity,  and  we’d  all 
like  to  buy  it  cheap. 


THINK-A-GRAM;  The  cheapest  way  to  have  your  family  tree  traced  is 
to  run  for  public  office. 


0^^  tiic  ^e«tcC. 


Louisiana  Reform 

Having  never  been  to  Louisiana,  our  young  son,  fourth-grader  Chuck, 
hitch-hiked  along  with  his  mother  and  myself  on  a  trip  last  week  to  Alex¬ 
andria.  Now  if  you  think  that  going  to  Louisiana  is  not  a  Big  Adventure, 
then  you’re  just  not  in  the  fourth  grade! 

Among  the  many  religious  experiences  I  had  on  the  trip  was  one  in 
which  I  vowed  to  write  to  congress  to  suspend  the  50  m.p.h.  speed  limit 
for  parents  travelling  with  fourth  graders.  But  that’s  another  two  stories. 

While  Daddy  was  in  a  meeting,  mother  and  son  set  out  upon  the 
joys  of  seeing  Louisiana.  Having  been  told  that  “we’d  get  some  real 
Louisiana  food”  on  the  second  day,  they  agreed  to  settle  for  regular  fare 
on  that  first  day,  which  meant  for  them  “some  real  pit  bar-b-que!” 

Not  having  been  there  to  report  first  hand  on  their  travels,  I  must 
translate  their  experience  for  you. 

It  seems  that  they  stopped  at  an  establishment  called  Sam’s  Place, 
having  been  attracted  by  a  sign  that  announced  that  Sam  offered  about 
the  best  pit  bar-b-que  in  the  universe,  this  side  of  Okmulgee,  Okla.  As 
they  started  to  go  in  —  and  started  is,  I  guess,  the  right  word  since  they 
never  completed  their  mission  —  their  first  impression  was  that  these 
good  folk  were  really  taking  the  energy  crisis  seriously  because  it  was 
mighty  dark  in  there. 

The  further  they  went  the  more  evil  the  darkness  felt  and  more  clear 
became  the  sounds  which  greeted  their  ears:  sounds  (ye-gods)  like  billiard 
balls  bouncing  and  beverage  bottles  clanging  and  Sunday  School  words 
being  loudly  unspoken. 

Mother  rescued  son  just  in  the  nick,  his  having  seen  only  one  man, 
seated  at  an  un-holy  semi-circle  table,  lift  a  glass  to  his  lips.  Gratefully, 
our  son  didn’t  witness  the  startled  man  swallow  anything,  so  1  guess  he’s 
still  pure  —  our  son,  that  is. 

Now  Sam  of  that  Place  is  probably  a  very  fine  gentleman  indeed, 
maybe  even  a  deacon  in  a  First  Baptist  Church  or  an  official  in  our  kind 
of  church,  but,  thank  you,  my  family  will  eat  elsewhere  today.  They  just 
don’t  go  in  much  for  bar-b-que  in  the  dark. 

And  besides,  what  they  really  wanted  was  a  McDonald’s  hamburger. 
Out  in  the  bright,  clean,  fresh  Louisiana  air. 


On  being  'over  introduced' 

I  attended  a  meeting  recently  in  which  the  presiding  person  gave  a 
deservedly  elaborate  introduction  to  the  guest  speaker.  The  speaker,  an 
attorney,  responded  by  saying  that  the  generous  presentation  reminded 
him  of  an  event  which  happened  in  his  home  city  in  Texas. 

It  seems  that  an  excit^  and  happy  couple  came  to  the  court  house 
late  one  Friday  afternoon  to  secure  a  marriage  license.  Early  the  very 
next  Monday  morning  the  lady-person  of  the  couple  was  waiting  at  the 
door  as  the  court  house  opened.  The  clerk  expressed  surprise  at  seeing 
her  again  so  soon  and  asked  if  she  needed  anything.  “You  bet  I  need 
something.  I  need  a  divorce!”  The  clerk  responded  “But  you  only  got 
married  last  Friday;  what  on  earth  is  the  problem?”  “Friend,”  the  woman 
replied,  “that  was  the  most  over-introduced  man  I  ever  met!” 
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Commenting  on  the  predicted  appearance  of  the 
newly-discovered  Comet  Kohoutek  during  the  Ad¬ 
vent  season,  an  Arlington,  Va.  pastor  noted,  “God 
is  decorating  the  sky  for  Christmas  this  year.  By 
reminding  us  of  the  Star  of  Bethlehem,  Comet  Ko¬ 
houtek  may  provide  us  with  a  more  spiritually  mean¬ 
ingful  Christmas.”  Sky  lab  astronauts  plan  to  study 
the  comet  and  hope  to  point  their  instruments  at 
it  on  Christmas  day. 

Secretary  of  State  Henry  A.  Kissinger  was  the 
recent  recipient  in  absentia  of  the  annual  Charles 
Evans  Hughes  Award  of  the  Nat’l.  Conference 
of  Christians  and  Jews.  In  a  letter  expressing 
regr^  bA  his  inability  to  attend  the  presenta* 
tion  ceremony,  Dr.  Kissinger  decku'ed:  “Today, 
if  our  vision  does  not  fail  us,  a  structure  of 
peace  can  be  brought  within  our  grasp.  The 
United  States  faces  a  moment  of  of^ortunity. 
We  can  succumb  to  dotd)t  and  turn  from  hope 
—or  confident  of  our  ability  and  united 
in  our  purpose,  we  can  over  the  next  three 
years  bring  a  new  sense  of  legitimacy  and  dur- 
abdity  to  the  international  mrder  .  . 

A  new  Caribbean  Conference  of  Churches,  includ¬ 
ing  Roman  Catholics,  Protestants  and  Eastern  Or¬ 
thodox  has  been  formally  launched  in  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  with  Dr.  Philip  A.  Potter,  a  West  Indian 
Methodist  who  is  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  preaching  the  inaugural  ser¬ 
mon.  Dr.  Potter  said  the  Caribbean  Churches  have 
in  the  past  been  too  “self-righteous,”  careful  not  to 
upset  the  status  quo  and  happy  only  “when  they 
had  positions  of  power  and  prestige.”  He  called  on 
the  groups  to  place  themselves  in  God’s  hand  “that 
we  may  be  strengthened  and  upheld  to  be  His  right 
hand  in  the  Caribbean  and  in  all  the  world.” 

The  new  Caribbean  Conference  of  Churches 
went  on  record  against  the  legalization 
“Obeah,”  a  Mend  of  reHg^on  and  magic  similar 
to  voodoo,  in  Guyana,  a  country  in  northern 
South  America.  The  300  delegates  from  14 
Church  bodies  said  “Obeab”  would  foster  the 
devdopment  of  “unchristian  principles  and  be¬ 
havior.”  Guyanai’s  Prime  A>finist»  recently  an¬ 
nounced  to  legafize  the  sect  as  a  means 
of  prmnoting  GuyaMan  cMture. 

The  exploitation  of  migrant  workers  moving  from 
one  country  to  another;  child  migration;  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  growing  populations  in  small  countries  and 
the  “brain  drain”  robbing  developing  countries  of 
specialists  who  take  jobs  in  North  America  and 
Europe  were  surveyed  by  a  14-member  panel  repre¬ 
senting  all  continents.  Brought  together  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  Com¬ 
mission  on  Inter-church  Aid,  Refuge  and  World 
Service,  the  panel  specifically  pointed  to  situations 
in  Africa,  Asia  and  Latin  America,  and  proposed 
research  on  the  relationship  between  social,  econo¬ 
mic  and  political  structures  on  migration. 

“We  must  demand  a  lot  from  young  people. 
We  must  be  very  demanding  in  order  to  rein¬ 
troduce  a  true  evangelical  radicalism  among 
the  young,”  said  Bishop  Adrien  Simonis  of  Rot¬ 
terdam,  Holland  in  a  Vatican  Radio  interview. 
The  bishop  said  that  in  order  to  overcome  the 
vocation  crisis  “the  most  important  step”  is  to 
make  young  people  “aware  of  Christ.”  The 
Dutch  prelate  said:  “A  crisis  does  exist,  but  it 
does  not  exist  because  M  any  lack  of  c^.  The 
Lord  is  caUing  young  people,  but  there  is  a 
lack  of  affirmative  rejrfy  to  the  divine  caU.” 


Lenardo  Pugyao,  a  young  man  of  Philippines  “head¬ 
hunter  stock”  and  only  10  years  a  Christian,  plans 
to  return  to  his  Luzon  homeland  soon  as  a  “flying 
missionary.”  It  was  through  a  Wycliffe  missionary 
translator  that  Pugyao  —  who  is  called  “Nard”  — 
was  introduced  to  Christianity  and  was  converted  on 
Christmas  Day,  1963.  Nard,  whose  studies  have 
concentrated  on  theology  and  aviation  in  the  U.S., 
went  to  Washington  recently  to  help  celebrate  the 
announcement  by  the  Philippines’  government  that 
the  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators  —  one  of  the  largest 
Christian  missionary  groups  in  the  world  —  had 
won  the  Ramon  Magsaysay  Award  for  International 
Understanding. 

A  federally-financed  course  on  ^Tlelig^n  in 
Human  Culture,”  will  be  offered  students  at 
Loins  Park  Hi^  School  beginning  in  January. 
About  one-third  of  the  school’s  9,000  students 
are  Jewish,  about  one-tlwd  are  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  and  one-third  Protestant.  School  officials 
believe  the  course  is  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be 
a  part  of  a  public  higli  school’s  regular  cinri- 
culum. 

A  IVi  per  cent  increase  in  apportionment  payments 
for  churches  in  the  New  York  Conference  for  next 
year  will  help  offset  a  loss  of  Conference  endow¬ 
ment  funds.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Conference 
it  was  disclosed  that  some  $3.7  million  of  the  $7 
million  Endowment  Fund  is  estimated  to  be  lost 
after  having  been  improperly  invested  in  loans  to 
faltering  businesses  by  the  Corporate  Treasurer  who 
had  not  obtained  authorization  from  the  Conference 
trustees.  Conference  endowment  funds  are  used 
chiefly  to  provide  pension  payments  to  retired  min-t 
isters. 

A  recruitment  can^mign,  described  as  the  first 
of  its  kind,  seeking  candidates  for  die  ^est- 
hood  and  featuring  “personalized”  advolising 
in  newspapers  and  nationM  magazines  was 
launched  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese 
in  New  York.  At  a  cost  of  $100,000,  advo*- 
tisements  are  sclieduled  to  appear  in  the  N.Y. 
archdiocesan  weekly,  local  and  regional  daily 
newspapers  and  such  magazines  as  Tbne,  News¬ 
week,  U.S.  News  and  World  Report,  Sports 
Illustrated  and  New  Ymk  Magazine  over  a 
13-week  period  from  November  to  February. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church  “grieviously  hurt” 
scores  of  employees  by  its  handling  of  a  1973  re¬ 
structure,  according  to  James  A.  Gittings,  writer  of 
an  editorial  in  the  December  issue  of  A.D.  The 
editor  of  the  publication,  cooperatively  published 
by  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  said  reorganization  “uprooted 
families,”  and  “cast  out  faithful  employees”  . . .  The 
reorganization  involved  an  entirely  new  plan  for  na¬ 
tional  agencies  of  the  denomination  and  centralizing 
of  most  national  offices  in  New  York  City.  Many 
operations  were  formerly  in  Philadelphia. 

A  women’s  caucus  has  been  organized  in  the 
Minnesota  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  with  the  objective  of  establishing  a  con¬ 
ference  commission  on  the  role  and  status  of 
women  in  the  Church.  Such  a  commission,  the 
caucus  group  said,  could  develop  a  resource 
center  of  persons  and  materials  regarding  wom¬ 
en  in  the  Church,  create  a  talent  bank  of  wom¬ 
en  to  be  consid^d  for  staff  positions,  serve 
as  an  advocate  for  women  employed  by  flie 
Church,  and  provide  guidelines  to  insure  fufl 
participation  of  the  women  in  the  life  of  the 
Church. 


The  Austrian  Interior  Ministry  has^  announced  that 
it  would  close  down  Schoenau  Castle,  the  transit 
facility  for  Soviet  Jews  enroute  to  Israel  as  of  Nov. 
30.  Approximately  80,000  Soviet  Jews  have  passed 
through  the  transit  camp  on  their  way  to  Israel  in 
the  past  nine  years. 

A  20-page  tabloid  designed  to  aid  U.S.  Church¬ 
es  in  beginning  their  celebration  of  the  nation’s 
bicentennial  has  been  issued  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  CMled  “The  Light  in  the 
Steeple  —  Religion  and  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,”  the  publication  states  that  “Religion  whs 
a  dynamic  ingredient  in  the  nation’s  beginning. 
Some  of  its  contributions  are  well  known. 
Others  have  been  neglected  in  our  elementary 
history  books.”  The  publication  is  meant  to 
‘he4>  “people  discover  or  recall  the  importance 
of  reli^us  convictions,  experiences  and  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  revolutionary  era.”  The  title  was 
taken  from  the  signal  given  to  Paul  Revere 
from  Boston’s  Old  North  Church. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  should  stop  provid¬ 
ing  grants  to  liberation  movements  in  Africa,  de¬ 
clared  Bishop  Stanley  Mark  Wood,  Anglican  bishop 
of  Matabeleland  in  Rhodesia.  Bishop  Wood,  who 
has  worked  in  Africa  for  28  years,  said  he  believes 
the  situation  in  white-ruled  Rhodesia  should  be 
changed  by  evolution,  not  revolution. 

Dr.  Porter  Routh  of  Nashville,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  M  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  told 
the  Arkansas  Baptist  Convention  that  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  situation  is  of  particiriar  concern  to 
Southern  Baptists  because  they  have  misrionar- 
ies  in  both  the  Arab  countries  and  in  IsraeL 
“We  feel  there  are  two  sides  to  the  problem 
and  we  cannot  afford  to  take  sides,”  Dr.  Routh 
said. 
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ARLINGTON,  Va.  -  In  spite  of  the  gasoline 
shortage,  this  church  is  still  being  held  up  by  a 
filling  station.  Seeking  a  site  which  would  be  in 
the  midst  of  life’s  struggle,  the  congregation  of 
Arlington  (United  Methodist)  Temple  found  the 
only  way  they  could  afford  property  in  an  office 
complex  in  the  Virginia  community  was  to  lease 
the  ground  floor  to  an  oil  company.  Executives 
and  office  workers  from  surrounding  buildings, 
including  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  meet 
in  the  church  for  noontime  prayer  and  Bible 
study.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Methodist  Home  Hospital 


Young  “bronco  buster” 
and  supervisor 


LOWER  LEFT:  Staff 
members  gather  for  meet¬ 
ing.  From  left  are  Mrs. 
Cora  Adams,  cook;  Mrs. 
Anna  Athas,  director  of 
Child  Care  Program; 
Superintendent  Walton; 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Walton, 
dietician;  and  Mrs.  Elsie 
Frazier,  supervisor. 


-Photos  by  Togo  Fujihiro, 
United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries, 
Audiovisual  Department 


Superintendent  Richard  E.  Walton 


One-to-one  counseling 


Meal  planning  and  preparation 


Personal  grooming 


Learning  session 


Sharing  in  playtime  fun 


Leisure  time 


Persons-to-persons  encounter 
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MRS.  CHARLES  N.  Cadwallader 
was  honored  at  a  reception  in 
Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  on  Sunday,  Nov.  25,  prior 
to  her  moving  from  New  Orleans  to 
LaJolla,  Calif.  Mrs.  Cadwallader 
is  a  long-time  benefactor  of  Meth¬ 
odist  institutions  and  projects, 
and  especially  of  Rayne  Memorial. 
She  sponsors  two  lectureships  at 
Rayne  each  year  —  the  Jones 
Lectures  and  the  Cadwallader 
Lectures. 

DAVID  GENSLER,  Lafayette 
junevile  officer,  was  the  speaker 
at  the  evening  service  in  Asbury 
Church,  Lafayette,  on  Dec.  18. 
The  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway  is  the 
Asbury  minister. 

PINEVILLE’S  FIRST  UNITED 
Methodist  Church  plans  a  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  parsonage  on  Sunday, 
Dec.  9.  Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  Alex¬ 
andria  district  superintendent,  will 
officiate  at  four  o’clock,  following 
Open  House  beginning  at  three 
o’clock.  The  Rev,  Stone  Caraway 
and  family  occupy  the  parsonage. 

SPECIAL  MEMBERSHIPS  were 
presented  to  Mrs.  0.  L.  Williams 
and  Mrs.  Sam  Seikaly  recently  by 
United  Methodist  Women  of  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  Church  in  Alexandria. 

THE  AURORA  AND  WOODLAND 
communities  in  New  Orleans  held 
a  union  Thanksgiving  service  in 
the  Woodland  Presbyterian  Church, 
Nov.  21,  with  Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey, 
pastor  of  the  Aurora  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  bringing  the  mes¬ 
sage. 

CORRECTION  REFORM  SUNDAY 
was  observed  Nov.  25  in  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  with  a  pro¬ 
gram  by  a  panel  of  experts  on  re¬ 
habilitation.  Father  Jack  Welch 
of  the  Holy  Cross  Episcopal 
Church  was  moderator.  Panelists 
included  Caddo  Correctional  Re¬ 
habilitation  Officer  Dan  Allen, 
Caddo-Bossier  Council  on  Alco¬ 
holism  Director  John  Flemming, 
James  Mason  and  A1  McDonald. 

THE  RUSTON  DISTRICT  Laity 
Banquet  will  be  held  on  Dec.  4 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Minden.  Dr.  Whitney  Dough 
will  present  a  “Hymn-Drama.” 

BROADMOOR  CHURCH  in  Shreve¬ 
port  was  host  to  a  presentation  of 
“Godspell,”  an  adaptation  of  the 
musical  based  on  the  Gospel  of 
Matthew,  by  the  Marjorie  Lyons 
Playhouse  Players  on  Sunday 
evening,  Dec.  2.  The  group  was 
under  '  the  direction  of  Robert 
Buseick,  head  of  the  Drama  De¬ 
partment  at  Centenary  College. 

THE  REV.  C.  W.  QUAID,  pastor 
of  the  Homer  United  Methodist 
Church,  preached  the  Thanksgiving 
sermon  in  the  First  Baptist  Church 
at  Homer,  Nov.  21. 


AT  LEFT:  The  children  of  First 
Church,  Slidell,  decorated  a  Succoth 
Booth,  0  religious  observance  com¬ 
memorating  the  temporary  shelter  of 
the  Jews  in  the  wilderness,  for  the 
Children’s  Service  Thanksgiving  Sun¬ 
day  with  the  guidance  of  Mrs.  Nancy 
Dear  and  Mrs.  Shirley  Melton.  BELOW: 
Banners  created  by  several  families 
for  the  special  Thanksgiving  Sunday 
Service.  The  artistic  families  were 
the  Ron  Skinners,  the  George  Millers, 
the  Guerin  Browns,  the  Phi  I  Woodlands, 
and  Miss  Diana  Lynch. 


“CANDY  FOR  CARVILLE”  is  an 
annual  project  promoted  for  the 
patients  in  the  Carville  U.S.  Hos¬ 
pital.  Homemade  candy  packed 
in  one-pound  coffee  cans,  or  one- 
pound  cans  of  hard  candy,  gift- 
wrapped,  in  the  New  Orleans  area 
should  be  at  the  Charles  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church,  1545  State 
Street,  before  12  noon  on  Monday, 
Dec.  10. 

SENIOR  HIGHS  of  Lake  Charles’ 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
will  hold  a  retreat  this  weekend, 
Dec.  7,  8  and  9,  at  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Camp.  The  Rev. 
Thomas  A.  Dunbar  is  minister  for 
youth  and  education,  assisting 
Dr.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  pastor  at 
First  Church. 

THE  34th  ANNUAL  performance 
of  Handel’s  “The  Messiah”  was 
presented  in  Lake  Charles,  Dec. 
3,  in  McNeese  State  University 
Auditorium. 

THE  COOKBOOK  COMPILED  by 
the  XYZ  (Xtra  Years  of  Zest) 
Club  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  ready 
for  sale.  It  is  compared  favorably 
with  the  River  Road  cookbook.  It 
sells  for  $4.00. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  BATON  ROUGE, 
was  host  to  the  district  meeting 
of  United  Methodist  Women  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  Nov.  30  and 
Dec.  1.  Both  days  had  the  same 
programs  —  the  training  of  local 
leadership. 
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THE  COMMUWTY  Thanksgiving 
service  in  DeRidder  was  delivered 
by  the  Rev.  N.  A.  Urshan  on  Nov. 
21  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Several  denominations 
were  represented.  Mr.  Urshan, 
a  native  of  New  York,  is  the  cur¬ 
rent  president  of  Calvary  Christian 
School  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  He 
is  also  radio  minister  for  the 
International  Radio  Broadcast 
“Harvestime.”  The  Rev.  Odell 
Simmons  was  host  pastor. 

THE  YOUTH  RETREAT  in  Ruston 
District  will  be  held  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  Dec.  7  and  8,  at  the 
Caney  Lake  United  Methodist 
Camp. 

HUGHES  CENTER,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agency  in  Baton  Rouge,  was 
the  recipient  of  funds  collected 
during  a  recent  benefit  sale  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Broadmoor  and  First 
Churches  in  Baton  Rouge.  To 
date,  $2,600  has  been  realized. 

THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  Conven¬ 
tion  was  the  subject  when  United 
Methodists  of  Broadmoor  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  held  the  Nov.  28 
Church  Night  dinner  program.  E. 
L.  “Bubba”  Henry  and  Art  Thiel 
led  the  discussion.  Bill  Bixler 
is  chairman  of  Broadmoor  Church 
Nights.  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire  is 
pastor. 

MRS.  VERNON  TOLIVER  is  co¬ 
ordinator  for  the  Wednesday  Club 
program  for  children  in  grades  1 
through  8  in  Grace  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Ruston. 


THE  REV.  WARREN  BLAKEMAN, 
pastor  of  Henning  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Sulphur,  gave 
the  opening  prayer  of  the  United 
State  Senate,  Washington,  D.C., 
on  Wednesday  morning,  Nov.  28. 


PINEVILLE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Men  held  a  breakfast  meeting  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  Nov.  25,  with  Phillip 
Williams,  Charity  Hospital  ad¬ 
ministrator,  as  guest  speaker. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is 

a  schedule  for  the 

Daily  Bible  Reading,  which  the 

Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 

to  use  as 

1,  regular  guide  for 

use  in  your 

homes.  I 

Dec.  9 — Sunday  ....  2  Sam.  7:8-16  j 

Dec.  10  _ 

.  Psalm  2:1-12  I 

Dec.  11 . 

.  Psalms  89:3,  28-37  | 

Dec.  12  . 

Ezek.  34:23-31 

Dec.  13  . 

.. .  55ech.  14:1-9 

Act  1:6-7 

Dec.  14  . 

. .  Rev.  19:11-16 

Dec.  15 . 

.  Rev.  20:1-6 

Dec.  16— Sunday  ,  Isaiah  7:10-16 

, 

“AMAHL” 

INTRODUCES  ADVENT 


“Amahl  And  The  Night  Visitors” 
was  presented  in  Bain  Hall,  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  in  two  per¬ 
formances,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
nights,  Dec.  1  and  2. 

The  part  of  Amahl,  the  crippled 
shepherd  boy,  was  sung  by  Robert 
Meyer  on  Saturday  night  and  by 
David  Henington  on  Sunday  night. 
Jasmine  Egan  portrayed  the 
widowed  mother  of  Amahl.  Or¬ 
chestral  support  was  by  members 
of  the  Shreveport  Symphony. 

Kings  were  portrayed  by  Monas 
Harlan  of  Centenary  College, 
Gene  Elrod  of  the  First  Methodist 
Chancel  Choir,  and  Robert  Spencer, 
chairman  of  the  Music  Department 
of  East  Texas  Baptist  College. 
Richard  Brelsford  sang  the  part  of 
the  Page.  The  shepherds  were 
singers  from  the  three  service 
choirs  of  the  church.  Dr.  Will 
Andress  is  minister  of  music  in 
First  Church. 
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THE  RECENT  HOMECOMING 
held  in  St.  Peter  United  Methodist 
Church,  Jeanerette,  was  termed 
a  success  by  Mrs.  Methilda  Parker, 
chairlady  for  the  event,  who 
wishes  to  thank  individuals  and 
organizations  helping.  The  Rev. 
Walter  Barabin  is  the  St.  Peter 
pastor. 

THE  XYZ  CLUB  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rou^, 
featured  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed 
Barksdale  of  Bastrop  as  the  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  luncheon  meeting  on 
Nov.  15. 

ELAYN  HUNT,  director  of  the 
Louisiana  State  Department  of 
Corrections,  appeared  on  a  forum 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Slidell,  Monday,  Nov.  12.  Far 
reaching  reforms  in  prison  re¬ 
habilitation  were  discussed  at  the 
public  meeting.  The  Rev.  Phil 
Woodland  was  host  pastor. 


THE  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the  Jones¬ 
boro  United  Methodist  Church  ob¬ 
served  Ladies’  Night  at  the  fish- 
fry  held  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  27. 

SOUTHSIDE  UNITED  Methodist 
Men  of  Monroe  held  the  covered 
dish  supper  at  the  church,  Nov.  15, 
with  James  Greenlee,  president, 
presiding.  Program  Chairman  Paul 
Newcomer  presented  Fred  Henry, 
business  man,  who  witnessed  con¬ 
cerning  his  healing. 

DECEMBER  6.  1973 


PAGE  SIX 


Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial 


Jan 


The  Rev.  John  Sayes  (right),  pastor  of  Iowa  United  Methodist  Church, 
installed  officers  for  the  recently  organized  United  Methodist  Women’s 
organization.  Left  to  right,  Mrs.  Buna  Metzger,  president;  Mrs.  Eric 
Spell,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Jinny  Leger,  secretary;  Mrs.  Kate  Marcantel, 
treasurer;  chairpersons:  Mrs.  Irma  Estes,  Christian  Personhood  and 
Supportive  Community;  Mrs.  Joe  Denison,  Christian  Involvement  and  for 
Christian  Global  Concerns,  and  Mrs.  Nona  Louvere,  Membership. 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Prayer, 
deepened  spiritual  life,  guided  mission 
study  and  an  offering  are  the  focus  of 
the  1974  “Call  to  Prayer  and  Self- 
Denial.” 

It  is  considered  one  of  the  major 
annual  observances  by  about  1,500,- 
000  women  in  35,000  local  units  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  They 
are  members  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  the  women’s  organization  in 
the  denomination. 

As  in  recent  years,  the  suggested 
period  in  1974  for  observing  the  Call 
to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial  is  Jan.  1-31, 
though  each  local  United  Methodist 
Women  unit  schedules  its  own  obser¬ 
vance  on  one  or  more  days.  Major 
suggested  features  of  the  observance 
include  a  “Quiet  Day”  service,  private 
and  group  prayer,  and  an  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  mission  projects  in  the  U.S. 
and  abroad  to  which  a  special  offer¬ 
ing  will  go. 

The  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial 
is  sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
Division  is  the  national  policy-making 
body  for  United  Methodist  Women. 

Division  leaders  say  the  Call  “pro¬ 
vides  a  time  in  which  to  consider  the 
meaning  of  self-denial  and  steward¬ 
ship,  and  to  give  sacrificially  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  needs  of  the  world,  as  these 
needs  are  specifically  designated.  .  . 


1-31 

Women  are  urged  to  reflect  on  what  it 
means  to  be  the  church  and  the  people 
of  faith  as  those  called  into  mission  in 
the  whole  world.  The  people  of  God 
are  called  to  minister  to  the  needs  in 
the  world  everywhere  and  always.” 

The  Women’s  Division  has  selected 
mission  projects  at  home  and  around 
the  world  to  receive  the  1974  Call  to 
Prayer  and  Self-Denial.  The  projects 
are  recommended  to  the  Division  by 
the  National  and  World  Divisions  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
Division  says  of  the  1974  projects: 

“In  the  U.S.,  the  offering  will  be 
used  for  ‘Ministries  to  Young  Children 
and  Teen-Agers.’  Through  this  Chris¬ 
tian  service  the  needs  of  many  young 
lives  will  be  met  in  community  cen¬ 
ters,  schools,  homes,  career  develop¬ 
ment  programs  and  day  care.  Health, 
meaning  and  purposefulness  will  be 
brought  into  some  young  lives,  where 
special  approaches  will  be  used  to 
reach  neglected,  mistreated  or  hostile 
children  or  teen-agers  who  have  al¬ 
ready  formed  patterns  of  antagonism 
and  resentment. 

“Overseas,  the  offering  will  be  di¬ 
rected  toward  ‘Ministries  and  Move¬ 
ments  for  Peace  and  Justice.’  The 
Bible  always  links  peace  to  righteous¬ 
ness  and  justice.  Some  of  these  minis¬ 
tries  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica  are  a  part  of  the  program  of  part¬ 
ner  churches  abroad.  Some  join  hands 


with  religious  and  secular  movements 
not  contained  within  familiar  and  for¬ 
mal  structures  of  the  church  .  ,  .  These 
efforts  may  range  from  projects  in  an 
urban  community  to  struggles  for  na¬ 
tional  independence  to  international 
programs  concerned  for  change  and 
development.” 

Missionaries  and  nationals  from 
around  the  world  have  provided  infor¬ 
mation  for  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self- 
Denial  materials.  The  service  for  th*^ 
Quiet  Day,  titled  The  People’s  Story 
and  dealing  with  Christians  as  the 
“people  of  God,”  was  written  by  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey .  Powers,  a  staff 
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executive  for  Ecumenical  and  Inter¬ 
religious  Concerns  in  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Resources  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Quiet  Day  service  include 
a  handbook,  prayer  card,  offering  en¬ 
velope,  poster  and  news  release. 

The  1972  Call  offering  totaled 
$680,144.  United  Methodist  Women 
is  the  successor  to  two  former  groups 
— the  Women’s  Society  of  Cluistian 
Service  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 

The  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial 
materials  were  edited  by  the  Rev, 
Juanita  B.  Wright,  literature  editor  for 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
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PARSONAGE  DEDICATION 
AT  SPRINGFIELD 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  officiated 
at  the  Sunday,  Nov.  1 1  dedication  of 
the  parsonage  at  Springfield  United 
Methodist  Church.  Assisting  were 
Hammond  District  Superintendent,  the 
Rev.  William  Fraser,  the  Revs.  M.  L. 
Davis,  Fred  Campbell,  and  John  Sayes, 
pastor  of  the  churches  on  the  Spring- 
field,  Huff  Chapel,  Maurepas  Charge 
when  the  parsonage  was  completed. 
The  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  is  the  current 
pastoi . 
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'PROJECT  WOMAN' 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  A 
United  Methodist  pilot  program  here 
in  the  field  of  women’s  concerns  is 
gaining  momentum,  according  to  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  enterprise  known  as  “Project 
Woman”  and  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  * 
W'cst  Annual  Conference  and  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  through 
the  Springfield  Metro  Ministry. 

Goals  of  the  program,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Walter  R.  Dickhaut,  Jr., 
chairman  of  the  conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  are  to  work  for 
dignity  and  respect  of  women  in 
churches,  educational  institutions  and 
employment  in  the  city;  to  raise  con¬ 
sciousness  to  the  “common  plight”  of 
all  women  and  how  institutions  affect 
our  lives;  and  to  develop  task  forces  to 
work  for  “qualitative  and  quantitative 
changes  in  the  condition  of  women.” 
Activities  may  include  a  documentary 
film,  development  of  a  speakers’  bu¬ 
reau,  research,  development  of  a  job 
bank  for  women,  a  study  of  sexism  in 
school  text  books,  and  cooperative  day 
care  centers. 


Photographic  composite  from  Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church.  Scenes  are 
from  this  year’s  Gumbo  Sale  which  grossed  $680.  The  annual  event  is  sponsored 
by  United  Methodist  Women  and  proceeds  are  used  to  fill  some  acute  need 
within  the  church.  This  year’s  proceeds  will  assist  in  the  purchase  of  furniture 
for  the  parsonage.  The  Rev.  Charles  Strong  is  pastor. 


DECEMBER  6,  1973 


PAGE  SEVEN 


'V‘.^^:’by  Dr.  Ethan  W.  Dodgen 

.  *■  *  JKJSBf*  *■  "  ' 


■Mias 


LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  16 
"Belief  Or  Unbelief" 


ORIENTATION:  We  are  studying  the  Gospel  of 
John  this  quarter,  and  this  is  the  durd  lesson 
in  the  first  unit  under  the  title;  “THE  SION 
OF  GOD  CAME  TO  US.”  The  topic  today— 
“Belief  or  Unbelief?” — ^focuses  our  attention  on 
the  id!ea  the  author  of  the  Gospel  emphasizes  as 
to  the  importance  of  belief  in  accepting  the 
gift  of  God.  The  main  question  is  what  does  it 
mean  to  believe  in  Chri^?  We  will  be  dealing 
also  with  the  problems  of  unbelief  and  the  re¬ 
wards  of  faith. 

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURE:  John  3:16-21;  5:30- 
47;  12:37-50. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “He  who  believes  in  the 
Son  has  eternal  life;  He  who  does  not  obey  the 
Son  shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God 
rests  upon  him.” — John  3:36  (RSV) 

PURPOSE:  To  be  able  to  go  beyond  our  doubts 
to  believe  in  Christ  so  that  our  faith  will  sus¬ 
tain  us  and  lead  us  into  new  adventures  in  rich 
and  full  lives.  Through  our  increasing  faith  to 
become  aware  of  God’s  love  and  saving  power 
for  ourselves  and  the  human  family  on  earth. 

^ 

INTRODUCTION 

We  have  seen  that  the  Gospel  of  John  is  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  other  three  in  that  it  is  concerned  with 
the  meaning  of  what  Jesus  said  and  did.  That  its 
purpose  is  to  influence  the  reader  to  believe  in 
Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God.  As  a  result  of  that  belief 
to  have  life  in  his  name.  If  the  Gospel  achieves  its 
purpose  in  our  lives  as  we  read  and  study  it  we  will 
have  a  new  experience  of  Christ  because  our  faith 
has  been  deepened. 

The  Gospel  of  John  is  rich  in  ideas.  It  is  pro¬ 
found  in  its  Christian  teachings.  It  has  the  power 
to  give  us  new  life  as  its  insights  reveal  God’s 
mighty  works  through  his  Son.  What  does  it  mean 
to  believe?  What  are  the  consequences  of  unbelief? 
What  rewards? 

A  CRISIS  IN  CONFIDENCE 

The  simple  faith  of  childhood  is  often  shaken  as 
the  individual  matures.  Fantasies  and  fairies  become 
unreal  to  the  youth  and  sometimes  when  confidence 
is  shaken  all  meaning  and  purpose  flees  in  a  mighty 
wave  of  doubt. 

The  late  President  Lyndon  B,  Johnson  said  that 
one  of  the  reasons  he  decided  not  to  run  for  reelec¬ 
tion  was  that  the  nation  was  torn  by  division  and 
distrust.  If  a  new  leader  could  inspire  confidence  it 
gave  promise  of  uniting  the  people  again.  It  only 
signalled  a  deepening  crisis  of  confidence  in  our 
land.  In  recent  weeks  the  nation  has  been  shaken 
because  of  uncertainty  about  its  government.  Peo¬ 
ple’s  belief  in  the  moral  integrity  of  leaders  has 
been  shaken.  We  speak  of  the  credibility  of  govern¬ 
mental  policies  and  pronouncements.  No  one  needs 
to  describe  for  us  the  magnitude  of  this  political 
tragedy.  A 'nation  is  built  on  confidence  and  trust, 
we  are  told.  Belief  in  its  chosen  leaders,  belief  in 
its  ideals,  and  belief  in  its  destiny  make  for  strength 
and  permanence  in  a  country. 

The  Christian  sees  as  a  greater  tragedy  the  loss 
of  belief  in  the  God  of  Jesus.  Doubt,  itself,  may  be 
a  temporary  illness  that  leads  to  a  healthier  faith. 
But  unbelief  shuts  out  the  glory  of  life  and  destroys 
the  soul  of  man. 


THE  CHOICE  BETWEEN 
LIGHT  AND  DARKNESS 

“God  sent  the  Son  into  the  world,  not  to  con¬ 
demn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  might  be  saved 
through  him.  He  who  believes  in  him  is  not  con¬ 
demned;  he  who  does  not  believe  is  condemned  al¬ 
ready,  because  he  has  not  believed  in  the  name  of 
the  only  Son  of  God.  And  this  is  the  judgment,  that 
the  light  has  come  into  the  world,  and  men  loved 
darkness  rather  than  light  because  their  deeds  were 
evil”  (John  3:17-19— RSV). 

Wilbert  F.  Howard  in  The  Interpreter’s  Bible 
(V.  8,  pp.  445-6),  describes  the  Gospel  of  John  as 
the  drama  of  the  conflict  between  light  and  dark¬ 
ness.  Here  the  writer  insists  that  those  who  refuse 
to  believe  in  Jesus  have  chosen  darkness  rather  than 
light.  They  prefer  the  dark  because  their  deeds  are 
evil. 

This  view  takes  no  account  of  honest  doubt. 
There  are  those  whose  honest  doubts  arise  from  a 
sense  of  intellectual  honesty.  They  would  like  to 
believe  but  their  understanding  of  reality  makes  it 
impossible  for  them  to  do  so.  “There  is  more  faith 
in  honest  doubt  than  half  your  creeds,”  says  the 
poet  Tennyson.  As  suggested  above,  honest  doubt 
that  finds  an  answer  to  honest  questions  is  the  basis 
for  a  stronger  faith. 

We  have  seen  those  who  have  had  such  tragedy 
and  misfortune  that  they  cannot  understand  and  see 
no  meaning  or  purpose  in  their  suffering.  Others 
have  been  disillusioned  by  the  impractical  and  hypo¬ 
critical  character  of  the  church  and  refuse  to  believe 
when  to  them  actions  do  not  seem  to  square  with 
teachings. 

As  a  young  minister  I  knew  a  woman  who  suf¬ 
fered  endlessly  from  crippling  arthritis.  When  I  saw 
her  from  time  to  time  I  marvelled  at  her  cheerful 
smile  and  radiance  in  conversation.  Once  I  asked 
her  what  the  pain  was  like.  She  described  it  as  sore¬ 
ness  or  stiffness  such  as  we  experience  after  stren¬ 
uous  and  unaccustomed  physical  exercise  —  yet 
more  intense.  I  did  not  understand  how  she  could 
smile  and  enjoy  company  with  that  kind  of  pain. 
The  only  relief  I  knew  from  such  pain  was  com¬ 
plaining.  Somehow  it  relieved  me  to  fuss  and  fume 
at  those  about  me  until  the  soreness  had  passed. 
She  had  chosen  to  believe.  She  was  not  going  to  be 
cheated  out  of  life.  She  chose  the  light  instead  of 
darkness,  self-pity,  and  bitterness.  Since  that  expe¬ 
rience  in  real  life  I  have  decided  that  physical  pain 
and  human  tragedy  need  not  bring  doubt  if  we 
choose  to  believe. 

But  it  is  not  about  this  kind  of  doubt  that  John 
speaks.  It  is  the  choice  of  disobedience  because  of 
evil.  This  is  tho^ove  of  God  and  the  judgment  of 
God  we  bring  on  ourselves  by  our  choice. 

This  passage  comes  at  the  close  of  a  conversa¬ 
tion  between  Jesus  and  Nicodemus.  This  wise  man 
is  puzzled  about  the  idea  Jesus  gives  him  in  answer 
to  his  question  that  man  must  be  born  of  God.  But 
Nicodemus  fades  out  of  the  picture.  The  author  is 
pondering  the  mystery  of  how  “law  and  judgment 
have  been  superseded  by  gospel  and  forgiveness” 
(INT.  BIBLE,  V,  8,  p.  509).  It  is  not  a  record  of  the 
advice  of  Jesus  to  one  man,  who  may  have  a  special 
need.  It  is  for  all  who  would  believe  in  Jesus  as  the 
Son  of  God,  who  reveals  the  love  and  forgiveness 
of  The  Heavenly  Father. 

BELIEF  IN  SPITE  OF  WHAT  MEN  SAY 

Many  Jewish  leaders  believed  in  Jesus;  but  be¬ 
cause  of  the  Pharisees  they  did  not  talk  about  it 
openly,  so  as  not  to  be  put  out  of  the  synagogue. 


They  loved  the  approval  of  men  rather  than  the 
approval  of  God”  (John  12:42-43). 

Part  of  John’s  problem,  as  well  as  the  Christians 
of  his  day,  was  to  explain  to  gentiles  why  the  Jews 
themselves  did  not  all  believe.  Of  course,  many  of 
them  did  believe,  and  we  learn  a  few  of  the  leaders 
secretly  believed.  For  fear  of  being  put  out  of  the 
synagogue  they  were  afraid  to  speak  openly  about 
it.  This,  to  the  writer  of  this  Gospel  is  not  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  Jesus.  Belief  must  be  demonstrated  in  deeds 
that  all  men  can  see, 

Nicodemus  sought  out  Jesus  secretly,  and  later 
tried  to  persuade  those  plotting  against  Jesus  that 
he  should  have  a  fair  hearing.  But  he  did  not  press 
the  matter  when  his  friends  turned  on  him.  Belief 
is  more  than  intellectual  curiosity  or  interest.  Cer¬ 
tainly  not  if  it  means  a  cross  or  death  for  what  you 
believe. 

BELIEVING  THE  WITNESS 

We  have  a  safeguard  in  our  trials  where  a  wit¬ 
ness  appears  on  the  stand.  If  his  witness  is  made 
under  oath  he  is  liable  for  punishment  if  he  gives  a 
false  testimony.  It  is  assumed  he  is  likely  to  be  more 
truthful  under  oath  with  the  threat  of  punishment 
than  if  he  can  be  untruthful  but  has  not  sworn  to 
tell  the  truth.  In  spite  of  this,  we  still  have  witnesses 
.who  are  convicted  of  perjury  under  oath.  We  can¬ 
not  always  be  sure  about  witnesses. 

The  Jews  had  a  custom  that  a  witness  could  not 
bear  testimony  to  himself.  Two  or  more  witnesses 
who  agreed  were  required.  John  says  that  Jesus  has 
ample  witnesses.  God  bears  witness  to  him.  The 
believer  recognizes  this  witness  of  God.  The  unbe¬ 
liever  may  reject  it  because  he  does  not  believe. 
John  the  Baptist,  also  witnesses  to  Christ.  The  mar¬ 
velous  deeds  of  Christ  testified  to  God’s  approval 
and  help.  The  Scriptures  describe  and  promise  just 
such  a  one.  Jesus  fulfills  these  prophecies.  John  rests 
his  case  on  these  four  witnesses. 

These  may  seem  a  little  obscure  to  us.  We  may 
prefer  propositions  illustrated  in  more  modem 
terms.  The  language  and  thought  forms  may  be 
different,  but  it  is  still  a  matter  of  choice.  The  evi¬ 
dence  is  before  us  in  the  New  Testament,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  and  the  lives  of  men  and  women  we 
know,  if  we  choose  to  believe. 

For  those  who  choose  to  believe  in  Jesus  today 
there  is  a  great  challenge  in  a  day  of  skepticism  and 
confusion.  There  is  limitless  opportunity  to  bring 
the  spirit  of  Christ  to  bear  against  the  problems  of 
peace,  of  race,  of  suffering  through  pain  or  poverty, 
of  secularism  or  materialism,  and  compassion  in  a 
world  of  fierce  competition. 

PREPARATION  FOR  NEXT  SUNDAY 

“The  Word  Dwelt  Among  Us,”  is  the  topic  for 
our  Christmas  Sunday  lesson.  A  characteristic  of 
Christmas  is  the  sense  of  wonder.  The  headline  of 
an  article  published  in  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  Janu¬ 
ary  24,  1970,  by  George  W,  Cornell  read:  “There 
is  no  Wonder  Left  and  Man  Faces  Madness,  Says 
a  California  Theologian.”  I  used  to  sit  almost  breath¬ 
less  before  the  television  set  to  watch  the  lift-off  of 
a  space  ship.  Now  it  has  become  commonplace  and 
is  hardly  worth  the  time  to  watch  the  coverage  of 
these  flights  into  outer  space. 

“Wonder,”  says  Harold  R.  Weaver,  “is  the  win¬ 
dow  that  looks  out  on  heaven.  Wonder  is  the  door 
that  leads  to  everlasting  life.  Wonder  is  the  gateway 
to  God.”  (International  Lesson  Annual,  1973-74,  p. 
136)  May  we  be  prepared  for  the  wondrous  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Coming  of  Christ. 
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‘Gasless’  Sundays  may 
be  blessing  in  disguise 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  “gas¬ 
less”  Sundays  prescribed  in  President 
Nixon’s  message  on  the  energy  crisis 
may  prove  to  be  a  blessing  in  disguise, 
the  president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  has  suggested. 

In  a  statement  commenting  on  the 
President’s  message  to  the  nation,  the 
Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary  commented  that 
some  effects  of  the  ban  on  Sunday 
sales  of  gasoline  may  include  a  redis¬ 
covery  of  the  local  church  and  of  one’s 
neighbors  on  the  part  of  some  persons. 

The  United  Church  of  Christ  clergy¬ 
man  also  called  for  further  steps  to 
meet  the  energy  crisis,  including  dis¬ 
mantlement  of  the  “highway  lobby,” 
and  government  initiatives  in  seeking 
alternatives  to  existing  energy  sources. 

Full  text  of  Mr.  Cary’s  statement 
follows: 

“We  are  aware,  as  are  all  Amerir 
cans,  of  the  gravity  of  the  worldwide 
energy  crisis.  There  have  been  fears 
expressed  by  some  about  the  effect  of 
gasless  Sundays  on  church  attendance. 

“While  commending  the  President 
on  the  steps  he  has  taken,  we  would 
support  further  actions  such  as  the  dis¬ 
mantlement  of  the  gigantic  highway 
lobby,  which  funnels  billions  of  tax 
dollars  yearly  into  oil,  auto,  and  high¬ 
way  construction  industries,  starving 
the  public  of  adequate  mass  transpor¬ 
tation. 

“We  would  endorse  government  in¬ 
itiatives  in  seeking  creative  and  safe 
alternatives  to  current  energy  sources, 
such  as  solar  energy  rather  than  the 
gravely  dangerous  atomic  energy. 

“We  wonder  whether  the  oil  and 
coal  industries  are  reaping  high  profits 
without  being  asked  to  sacrifice. 

“For  several  years,  the  church  has 
been  aware  of  the  coming  ecological 
crisis  and  cautioning,  where  possible,  a 
return  to  individual  and  corporate  sim¬ 
plicity  and  economy. 


“Rather  than  fearing  the  ‘gasless 
Sunday,’  we  wonder  whether  it  might 
be  a  blessing  in  disguise.  Lacking  the 
opportunity  for  vacation  weekends, 
people  may  find  again  their  local 
church,  get  to  know  their  neighbors, 
and  have  time  to  search  again  for  the 
values  which  once  made  .this  nation 
one  of  hope  and  trust.” 
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ENERGY  CRISIS 

ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  In¬ 
stead  of  lighting  a  candle,  you 
may  have  to  curse  the  darkness. 
Along  with  shortages  of  fuel  oil 
and  gasoline,  there’s  a  shortage 
of  candles,  according  to  a  major 
St,  Louis  candle  manufacturer. 

Ed  Kaletta,  of  Kaletta  Candle 
Co.  here,  said  paraffin,  a  major 
ingredient  in  most  candles,  is  a 
hydrocarbon  by-product  of  oil 
refining.  And  the  shortage  of 
crude  oil  that  is  turning  down 
thermostats  across  the  country  is 
also  cutting  the  output  of  paraf¬ 
fin,  he  said. 

The  Kaletta  firm,  which  sup¬ 
plies  candles  to  churches  and  in¬ 
stitutions  in  a  10-state  area  of 
the  Midwest,  is  also  having 
trouble  with  the  natural  product 
— beeswax.  “It’s  not  the  bees’ 
fault  ,  .  ,  they’re  God’s  crea¬ 
tures,”  Kaletta  said.  “I’m  con¬ 
vinced  it’s  the  cost  of  freight 
that’s  raised  the  domestic  prices.” 

Much  beeswax  used  in  the 
U.S.  comes  from  South  America, 
Algeria  and  the  North  African 
coast,  he  said. 
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TWO  NEW  BOOKS 
FROM  THE  UPPER  ROOM 

MARK  THE  ROAD 

by  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

The  Editor  of  The  Upper  Room  describes  in  pointed  phrases 
the  symbols,  conditions,  and  directions  of  life's  journeys. 
Chapters  include  "In  The  Darkness,"  "Road  of  Disappoint¬ 
ment,"  and  "A  Glow  On  The  Go."  Hardback.  1.50  each; 

10  or  more,  $1.30  each. 


DANCING  AT  MY  FUNERAL 

by  Maxie  Dunnam 

The  new  Prayer  Life  Director  of  The  Upper  Room  tells  in  a 
fresh,  exciting  manner  about  his  discoveries  in  living  joy¬ 
ously.  "Dancing  when  I  have  the  courage  to  resist  forces 
that  would  bury  me  —  when  I  bury  some  part  of  me  that 
doesn't  deserve  to  live."  $1.50  each;  10  or  more,  $1.30  each. 

The  Upper  Room 

1908  Grand  Ave.  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 


Mrs.  June  Lewis  Shore,  Jeffersontown,  Ky.,  receives  the  1973  Abingdon 
Book  Award  from  Senior  Book  Editor  Emory  S.  Bucke.  The  presentation 
of  the  $5,000  award  for  her  children’s  book  “What’s  The  Matter  With 
Wakefield?”  was  made  during  the  opening  sessions  of  the  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  45-member  Board  of  Publication,  governing  body  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  The  book,  to  be  published  in  April, 
was  selected  from  hundreds  of  manuscripts  submitted  as  the  “book  of 
fiction  for  ages  nine  through  12  which  best  depicts  the  story  of  a  boy  or 
girl  in  a  family  with  a  working  mother  who  successfully  manages  her 
household  as  well  as  a  career  outside  the  home,” 
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Pornography  damaging  quality 
of  life,  judge  charges 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)— A  New  York 
City  Criminal  Court  judge  told  a  sym¬ 
posium  on  obscenity  at  Fordham  Uni¬ 
versity  that  unrestrained  depiction  of 
explicit  sex  is  seriously  damaging  the 
quality  and  tone  of  our  society. 

Pornography  from  film  and  televis¬ 
ion  screens,  newspapers  and  magazines 
constitutes  an  impingement  on  privacy 
and  leaves  no  choice  to  the  individual 
to  view  it  or  not  to  view  it,  declared 
Judge  Joel  J.  Tyler,  who  banned  the 
showing  of  “Deep  Throat”  here  earlier 
this  year. 

The  judge,  keynote  speaker  at  the 
symposium,  pictured  this  as  a  time 
rampant  “with  drugs  offering  psyche¬ 
delic  round-trips  through  Hell,  mon¬ 
strosities  in  speech,  glorified  violence, 
genitalia  and  orgy.” 

Candor  and  honesty  in  developing 
an  understanding  and  appreciation  of 
sex  is  humanly  essential.  Judge  Tyler 
said.  However,  he  pointed  out  that  the 
corrupt  exploitation  of  sex  must  be 
recognized  as  selfish,  undisciplined 
self-indulgence  which  can  only  lead  to 
the  decline  of  civilization. 

At  a  panel  discussion  following  the 
judge’s  remarks,  Leonard  F.  Manning, 
Cameron  Professor  of  Law  at  Ford- 
ham’s  School  of  Law,  held  that  cen¬ 
sorship  is  not  only  legitimate  but 
should  be  demanded  in  the  area  of 
obscenity. 

Since  neither  hard  nor  soft  core 
pornography  is  essential  to  the  com¬ 
munication  of  intelligent  ideas,  “it  de¬ 
serves  no  constitutional  protection,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Manning. 

The  Fordham  professor  maintained 
that  the  guarantee  under  the  First 
Amendment  does  not  mean  “absolute” 
freedom.  He  called  for  a  reevaluatiori 
of  the  meaning  of  freedom  of  the  press 
so  that  “the  press  is  made  accountable 


to  the  individual  whom  it  may  injure 
and  not  merely  to  the  stockholders  or 
publishers  who  control  the  press,” 

“When  the  press  indulges  in  trial  by 
newspaper  and  asks  for  itself  the  right 
to  print  with  impunity  falsehoods 
which  damage  an  individual’s  charac¬ 
ter,  and  claims,  in  addition,  the  right 
not  to  reveal  its  sources,  it  asks  too 
much,”  Dr.  Manning  asserted. 

Among  opponents  of  censorship  at 
the  symposium  were  Leonard  Harris, 
CBS  Arts  Editor  and  Dr.  John  M.  Phe¬ 
lan,  chairman  of  Fordham’s  Communi¬ 
cations  Department. 

Arguing  that  pornography  is  no  long¬ 
er  the  target  of  censorship  that  it  used 
to  be.  Dr.  Phelan  said:  “What  people 
are  really  afraid  of  now  is  crime,  and 
this  is  translated  into  race  and  the 
ghetto.  Consequently,  crime  is  the  most 
highly  censored  area  in  our  society  to¬ 
day.  ,  .  ” 

Mr.  Harris  argued  that  no  proof 
exists  that  pornography  causes  anti¬ 
social  acts.  “Until  it  is  proved  that 
there  is  no  other  way  of  discouraging 
hard  core  pornography,  I  see  censor¬ 
ship  as  more  dangerous  than  anything 
it  might  protect  us  against,”  he  said, 
t 

QUOTABLE  QUOTE 

“We  hear  a  lot  of  talk  about  people 
losing  faith  in  their  church.  Baloney! 
In  spite  of  inflation,  devaluation,  Wa¬ 
tergate  and  technological  gadgetry,  the 
people  of  the  church  are  proving  every 
second,  minute,  hour,  day,  week, 
month  and  year  that  they  believe  in 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  They  keep 
right  on  putting  their  money  where 
their  gospel  is!” — Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker,, 
director  of  the  Advance,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 
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Preacher  named  for 
'75  Protestant 
Hour  series 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  The 
Rev,  Roger  Bourland,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Omaha, 
Nebr.,  has  been  chosen  to  be  the 
preacher  for  the  1975  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Series  of  Thei  Protestant  Hour 
radio  program. 

The  selection  was  made  here  Nov, 
13-14  at  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
munications  Committee  composed  of 
representatives  from  the  South  Central 
and  Southeastern  Jurisdictions  and  the 
Public  Media  Division  of  United 
Methodist  Communications, 

The  25-year-old  radio  production 
group  also  announced  their  first  at¬ 
tempt  in  television:  local  church  lead¬ 
ership  training  for  TV  specials. 

Dr.  Bourland,  the  first  Midwesterner 
to  speak  on  the  United  Methodist  Ser¬ 
ies  of  The  Protestant  Hour,  will  preach 
for  the  Sept.  28,  1975-January  3,  1976 
series  on  543  ra<^o  stations  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States.  Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Good- 
son,  Richmond,  Va.,  is  to  be  the 
preacher  for  the  Aug.  4-Nov.  10,  1974 
United  Methodist  Series. 

Responding  to  a  year-long  study  by 
a  committee  considering  ways  to  use 
television  to  “foster  the  ministry  of  the 
church,”  a  Consultation  on  TV  Spe¬ 
cials  for  Local  Church  Leaders  was 
scheduled  for  Dallas,  Tex.,  in  April, 
1974.  The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Robertson, 
Dallas,  director  of  the  event,  said  sus¬ 
tained  television  programming  is  only 
a  dream  for  local  churches  but  that 
nearly  25  percent  have  the  talent,  mon- 
ey  and  TV  ability  to  produce  seasonal 
specials. 
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Upp  er  Room 
Disciplines 
made  available 

Dr.  Wilson  O,  Weldon,  editor  of 
The  Upper  Room  daily  devotional 
guide  has  announced  that  the  first  cop¬ 
ies  of  The  Upper  Room  Disciplines 
for  1974  have  been  delivered  from 
the  printer  and  are  now  available  for 
distribution,  and  that  the  current  price 
for  the  past  few  years  will  still  be  in 
effect,  despite  increased  costs  in  pro¬ 
duction. 

This  annual  publication  of  in-depth 
meditations  has  found  increased  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  use  by  a  growing  num¬ 
ber  of  ministers,  teachers,  and  other 
church  leaders,  seeking  to  strengthen 
their  devotional  life. 

Written  by  invited  authors  from 
many  professions  and  from  varied  de¬ 
nominations  the  Upper  Room  Disci¬ 
plines  has  been  published  continuously 
since  1960  and  this  pocket  size  book 
now  sells  more  than  25,000  each  year. 
Each  writer  writes  on  one  topic  for 
an  entire  week;  however,  the  medita¬ 
tions  are  dated  for  daily  use  for  the 
entire  year.  Copies  are  available  from 
The  Upper  Room,  1908  Grand  Ave¬ 
nue,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  37203  at 
$1.50  each;  10  or  more  only  $1.30 
each. 


Church  camping,  outdoor 
ministries  studied  hy  leaders 


CINCINNATI,  Ohio  (UMC)— The 
church’s  outdoor  ministries  in  a  society 
that  is  increasingly  influenced  by  lei¬ 
sure  patterns  and  environmental  con¬ 
cerns  was  the  major  focus  of  a  recent 
four-day  symposium  here  attended  by 
1 14  church  executives  and  camping 
leaders  from  19  denominations. 

Twenty-five  United  Methodists  cau¬ 
cused  during  the  symposium,  outlined 
“dreams  and  strategies”  for  1980,  and 
appointed  a  task  force  to  develop  a 
paper  on  the  general  topic  of  “An  Un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Theology  of  Out¬ 
door  and  Leisure  Ministries.”  The 
Rev.  Kenneth  Horn,  Statesville,  N.C., 
was  named  to  head  the  task  force 
which  was  asked  to  consider  the  theol¬ 
ogical  implications  for  the  church  in¬ 
cluding  the  establishment  of  priorities 
at  the  general  church  level. 

Goals  for  1980  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  include  the  sensitization  of  the  en¬ 
tire  church  to  a  broader  concept  of 
outdoor  educational  ministries,  leisure, 
and  church  camping. 

The  ability  to  mobilize  and  train 
leadership  for  ministry  and  mission  in 
a  society  that  is  increasingly  influenced 


by  leisure  patterns  and  environmental 
concerns  was  also  stated  as  a  goal.  The 
caucus  noted  the  increasing  number  of 
12-month  public  school  sessions  and 
suggested  that  resident  church  camp 
sites  might  program  experiences  12 
months  during  the  year. 

The  United  Methodist  symposium 
participants  also  expressed  a  desire 
that  seminarians  be  trained  in  outdoor 
educational  ministries  and  the  leisure 
ethic. 

More  than  120  United  Methodist 
camp  leaders  are  expected  to  attend  a 
denominational  conference  Feb.  18 
and  19  prior  to  the  ACA  Convention 
in  Atlanta,  Feb.  20.  The  denomina¬ 
tional  meeting,  open  to  all  persons  in¬ 
terested  in  the  area  of  church  camp¬ 
ing,  leisure,  and  education  outdoors, 
will  be  held  at  the  State  FFA-FHA 
camp  in  Covington,  Ga. 

Mr.  Moody  said  the  Cincinnati 
symposium  will  have  a  strong  influence 
on  what  is  done  both  at  the  denomi¬ 
national  conference  and  the  ACA  con¬ 
vention. 
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You  have,  in  fact,  only  a  few  weeks 
in  which  to  pay  your  church’s  ap¬ 
portionment  for 


WORLD  SERVICE 

and 

CONFERENCE 

BENEVOLENCES 

in  full. 

A  ministry  throughout  the  world  of 
caring  and  healing,  teaching  and 
preaching  is  yours  to  underwrite. 
You  will  meet  those  needs  AND 
the  deadline  by  sending  ail  money 
for  general  benevolences  to  your 
Annual  Conference  treasurer  by 
Dec.  31  (or  other  deadline  specified 
by  this  officer). 


United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  Ml.  60201 


Similarities,  dissimilarities  in  United  Methodist 
and  Roman  Catholic  bishops  cited 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
Seven  months  after  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  met,  you 
would  not  have  mistaken  the  Nov,  12- 
16  session  in  the  same  hotel  rooms 
here  for  the  same  people,  but  many  of 
the  topics  and  much  of  the  discussion 
bore  a  close  resemblance. 

This  was  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bish¬ 
ops,  in  the  Statler-Hilton  Hotel. 

Some  of  the  similarities: 

•  Both  groups  comprise  all  of  the 
U.S.  bishops  of  the  churches,  and  both 
are  totally  male. 

•  Most  of  the  Catholic  sessions  are 
now  open  to  press  and  observers,  after 
a  cautious  beginning  V/i  years  ago, 
while  the  United  Methodists’  had  their 
initial  open  session  last  spring,  on  this 
date.. 

•  In  their  Washington  meetings, 
both  groups  were  visited  by  pickets  or 
pamphleteers,  both  challenging  the 
bishops  to  uphold  justice  and  “social 
principles.”  However,  in  the  current 
Catholic  situation,  the  disturbing  group 
were  arrested  by  police,  over  the  bish¬ 
ops’  objections. 

The  greatest  dissimilarities  between 
the  groups  are  probably  in  the  size 
(some  250  Catholic,  80  United  Meth¬ 
odist),  the  inclusion  of  overseas  UM 
bishops  and  the  legislative  powers  of 
the  Catholic  prelates,  giving  them  a 
more  extensive  agenda.. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  met 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  urge  a  “peni- 


by  Winston  H.  Taylor,  Director 
United  Methodist  Cmnnuinications 

tent  Thanksgiving,”  to  express  concern 
for  the  “low  state  of  the  nation’s  mor¬ 
ality”  in  its  warring,  political  corrup¬ 
tion  and  obscenity;  and  to  discuss  fur¬ 
ther  involvement  in  a  hospital  labor¬ 
bargaining  dispute. 

The  Catholic  involvement  with  la¬ 
bor  came  in  a  unanimous  resolution  of 
support  for  agricultural  workers  to  or¬ 
ganize  and  of  support  for  the  boycott 
of  table  grapes  and  head  lettuce. 

Watergate  was  not  the  subject  of 
Catholic  action,  though  Cardinal  Krol, 
the  conference  president,  urged  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  high  moral  principles  in 
“resolution  of  the  crisis  which  grips 
our  nation.” 

Last  spring  the  UM  bishops  took  a 
full  day  for  education  on  and  discus¬ 
sion  of  world  peace  and  development, 
issues  which  were  high  also  on  the 
Catholic  agenda. 

Other  topics  which  were  before  the 
Catholic  bishops,  as  they  are  frequent¬ 
ly  before  United  Methodist  agencies, 
included  evangelism,  world  relief  ef¬ 
forts,  the  Midddle  East  fighting,  the 
future  of  church-related  hi^er  educa¬ 
tion,  communication,  ecumenical  af¬ 
fairs,  status  of  women  in  the  church, 
prison  reform  and  welfare.  A  welfare 
rights  group  occupied  the  Catholiq 
welfare  offices  here  briefly  until  they 
could  discuss  issues  with  high  officials. 

Population  and  school  aid  issues  also 
were  on  the  agenda,  but  with  consider¬ 
ably  different  outcomes  than  in  UM 
meetings.  The  Catholic  prelates  reiter¬ 


ated  their  strong  objections  to  recent 
Supreme  Court  decisions  overturning 
some  legal  limitations  on  abortion  and 
barring  government  aid  to  parochial 
schools.  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  and  some  program  boards, 
have  acted  to  support  such  decisions. 

t 


New  facility  at 
Ewha  University 
Hospital  opens 

SEOUL  (RNS)  —  A  new  $1.25  mil¬ 
lion  building  was  recently  opened  here 
at  Ewha  University  Hospital  and  Medi¬ 
cal  Institute.  The  university  is  related 
to  the  Korean  Methodist  Church  and 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York. 

Ewha  is  one  of  the  major  medical 
facilities  in  South  Korea.  The  new 
building  contains  operating  rooms,  a 
delivery  room,  laboratories,  pharmacy 
and  examination  space. 

Bishop  Chang  Duk  Yun,  head  of 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church,  and  Dr. 
Okgill  Kim,  president  of  Ewha  Uni¬ 
versity,  presided  at  the  dedication.  The 
Ewha  complex  includes  a  College  of 
Medicine,  a  College  of  Nursing  and 
East  Gate  Hospital. 
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The  Searchers  Class  of 
Oak  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  presented  a  new 
look  to  the  church  this 
Fall.  Shown  here  are 
members  of  the  class 
who  took  part  in  the  re¬ 
painting  of  the  sanctuary 
and  furnishing  of  carpet¬ 
ing  for  the  church  nurs¬ 
ery.  The  Rev.  Deen 
Thompson  is  minister. 

t 


Members  of  the  Springfield  UMY  who  attended 
the  Southeastern  Louisiana  University  —  North¬ 
western  football  game  in  Hammond  over  the 
Thanksgiving  holidays.  The  boys  in  the  group, 
accompanied  by  Mel  Morgan  and  the  Rev. 
Larry  Stafford,  took  part  in  a  fishing  trip  on 
Lake  Ponchatrain. 


AT  LEFT;  Margaret  Burns  and  Mary 
Mikell,  LSU  students  and  active  in  The 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry  there,  spent  the 
summer  in  Dulac,  working  with  pre-school 
children  at  the  Community  Center.  While 
there  they  organized  a  visit  of  Dulac 
high  school  students  to  LSU,  which  in¬ 
cluded  visits  to  classrooms,  supper  and 
breakfast  at  TUCM  Center,  and  sleeping 
bag  accommodations  for  their  stay. 


Members  of  the  Children’s,  Youth 
and  Adult  Choirs  of  Bethel 
United  Methodist  Church  at  Pride 
presented  a  program  on  “The 
Meaning  of  Thanksgiving,’’  at 
the  Sunday,  Nov.  18  evening 
vesper  service  in  their  church, 
A  fellowship  period  followed  the 
service.  The  Rev.  S.  Burl 
Dampier  is  pastor. 


CL666 


Justice,  Liberation,  and  Development  was  the 
study  theme  for  extended  church  school  ses¬ 
sions  at  Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Church 
recently.  To  dramatize  the  study  Barbi  Arabi 
models  a  dress  given  to  Mrs.  Sam  Boese  (right) 
by  the  Seminole  Indians  when  she  was  a  young 
girl.  Mrs.  Boese  shared  with  the  children 
information  relating  to  the  home  life  of  this 
tribe.  The  Rev.  Louis  G.  Blankenbaker  is 
minister  at  Moss  Bluff. 


This  display,  fashioned  by  the  Wesley 
Foundation  of  Northeast  Louisiana 
University  at  Monroe,  won  a  $100 
prize  for  its  creators,  during  recent 
university  homecoming  festivities. 
The  display  -  “more  theological  than 
football-oriented’’ —  was  judged  second 
in  the  competition.  The  Rev.  Jim 
Wilson  is  campus  chaplain  for  the 
Wesley  Foundation,  and  offered  the 
prayer  before  the  opening  kick-off  of 
the  game. 

t 


LSU  students  and  Dulac  students 
gather  for  breakfast  at  The  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry  Center  before 
spending  a  morning  in  class  to¬ 
gether.  Sixteen  students  and  three 
VISTA  volunteers  visited  the  cam¬ 
pus  Sunday  and  Monday,  Nov.  11- 
12.  The  Rev.  William  M.  Finnin, 
Jr.,  is  campus  minister. 


The  three  United  Methodist  Churches  at  Sulphur  -  Maplewood,  Henning, 
Wesley  -  along  with  other  churches  in  the  area,  have  hosted  the  football 
team  each  Friday  morning  with  the  coaching  staff,  team,  and  cheerleaders 
as  invited  guests  at  breakfast  and  for  a  period  of  worship.  The  group 
shown  here  was  photographed  during  a  breakfast  at  Wesley  Church.  The 
Rev.  Walter  Clark,  pastor,  presented  the  devotion  on  that  morning. 
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Third  Goodrich 
honored  with  doctorate 
from  Centenary 

by  Maurie  Wayne,  Director 
Office  of  College  Relations,  Centenary  College 


The  late  Dr.  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Sr. 


Baxter  D.  Goodrich,  chairman  of  the  board  of  Texas  Eastern 
Transmission  Corporation,  Houston  (right),  accepts  the  honorary 
Doctor  Of  Laws  degree  from  Centenary  College  President  John 
H.  Allen  at  the  Centenary  Commencement,  May  27,  1973. 


When  Baxter  D.  Goodrich,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Texas  Eastern  Transmission  Corporation, 
accepted  an  honorary  degree  from  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  last  May,  it  marked  the  third  time  this  cere¬ 
mony  had  taken  place  for  the  Goodrich  family. 

It  began  almost  50  years  ago  when  the  late  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Sr.,  then  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport,  received 
the  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  from  Cen¬ 
tenary.  Twenty-four  years  later,  his  eldest  son, 
Robert,  Jr.,  a  Methodist  minister,  and  a  graduate  of 
Centenary,  was  similarly  honored  by  his  alma  mater 
with  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree.  The 
circle  was  completed  when  Baxter  Goodrich  ac¬ 
cepted  the  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  from 
President  John  H.  Allen  during  commencement 
exercises  May  27,  1973. 

All  three  degrees  were  richly  deserved  .  .  .  each 
of  the  recipients  has  been  eminently  successful  in 
his  chosen  profession. 

The  elder  Goodrich  supported  his  mother  by 


working  in  a  textile  mill  in  Waco,  Texas  following 
the  death  of  his  father  and  continued  his  employ¬ 
ment  while  earning  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree 
from  Southwestern  University  at  Georgetown,  Texas 
in  1903.  Following  his  ordination  that  same  year. 
Dr.  Goodrich  served  as  pastor  of  Methodist  church¬ 
es  across  the  south,  including  Oklahoma  City;  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri;  Waco,  Tex.;  Birmingham,  Ala.; 
San  Antonio,  Tex.  and  Houston,  Tex.  where  he 
served  the  largest  Methodist  church  in  the  world  at 
that  time.  He  further  distinguished  himself  as  a 
writer  and  lecturer  and  was  the  author  of  a  volume 
of  sermons,  numerous  articles  on  the  Bible  and  re¬ 
lated  subjects. 

Robert,  Jr.,  entered  Centenary  while  his  father 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  Although  he  was  an  excellent  athlete  —  he 
starred  on  the  nationally  ranked,  undefeated,  united, 
1928  Gents  football  team  —  he  followed  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  his  father  to  serve  as  a  Methodist  minister. 
He  was  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Dallas,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  nation,  for  26  years. 


and  last  year  was  elected  a  Bishop  and  assigned  to 
the  Missouri  Conference  in  St.  Louis.  He  returned 
to  his  alma  mater  in  1948  to  accept  the  honorary 
Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  from  a  proud  and  grate¬ 
ful  campus  community. 

When  Baxter  reached  college  age,  the  Goodrich 
family  had  moved  to  Houston  where  he  enrolled  at 
Rice  University,  earning  his  degree  in  engineering 
in  1935.  Before  joining  Texas  Eastern  Transmission 
Corporation  in  1947  as  vice  president  and  chief  en¬ 
gineer  he  was  employed  by  the  M.  W.  Kellog  Com¬ 
pany  and  United  Gas  Pipeline  Company  and  served 
as  a  Lt.  Commander  in  the  United  States  Navy.  He 
was  elected  president  of  Texas  Eastern  in  1965  and 
later  assumed  the  duties  of  chairman  of  the  board. 
Because  of  his  unswerving  support  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  and  Centenary  College,  he  was  asked  to  accept 
the  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  last  May. 

Through  the  years  Centenary  has  had  many 
loyal  and  devoted  friends  .  .  .  but  none  more  faithful 
than  the  Goodrich  family. 
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Methodist  Children's  Home 

(Memorials  list  continued) 


OSCAR  NELSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  F.  Robinson 
MRS.  H.  R.  MILLER 
by  Plaquemine  High  School  Faculty 
JAMES  KMBELL 

by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  T.  M.  Deas  &  David 
JOHN  C.  AMBERG  &  SISTERS 
by  Mrs .  J .  E .  Dean  and 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Emery  Woodward 
JOHN  ERNEST  FOSTER 
by  Mrs  .  Alice  B.  Walter 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  B.  Wiggers,  Sr. 
J.A,  LOWE 

by  Mrs  .  E .  L .  Lyon  &  Mrs .  Clarence 
Easley 

SHAW  MILLDCE'J 
by  Mrs.  H.  C.  McDaniel 


DR.  WM.  JACKSON  SHARBONO 
by  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Walter  E.  Dorrah 
MRS.  EMMA  CLARK 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Don  Bacon 
HAROLD  E.  HAYES 
by  Williams -Moyer's  Circle, 
Trinity  United  Methodist,  Ruston 
C.  I.  BAKER 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  O.  A.  Anderson  & 
Margie 

ARTHUR  STELLY 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Morgan 
ERNEST  FOSTER 
by  Mrs .  Gertrude  McCrocklin 
CLARENCE  E .  WHITE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Manfred  Gustafson 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bob  Gaumitz 


WILEY  SEWARD 
by  Mrs  .  Wiley  Seward 
ROY  SAWYER 

by  Mrs.  T.  W.  Naff's  Neighbors 
SHAW  MILLKIN 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  Williamson 

R. P.  McFADDEN 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  G.  Hussey 

R.  S.  MILLKIN 
by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Etheridge 
JOHN  C.  SHARP 
by  Keith  &  Helen  Yeager 
^  J.  ERNEST  FOSTER 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  A.  Childress 
CALVIN  L.  &  ROSIE  M.  STROUD 
by  Mrs .  John  C.  Jones 
DAVID  JOHNSON 


by  Bob  &  Mozelle  Moseley 
MRS.  ELLEN  ALEXANDER 
by  the  Center  for  Wetland  Resources, 
Louisiana  State  University,  Baton 
Rouge 

JOHN  SHARP 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  J.  Darieck 
CHARLIE  BAKER 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  H.  J.  Darieck 
HARVEY  HILL 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Wilbanks 
DAVID  PUCKETT 

by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Charles  H .  Wilbanks 
MRS.  G.  W.  HEDGECASH 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Charles  H .  Wilbanks 
TROY  RUSHING 

by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Charles  H.  Wilbanks 
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1000  Club  gains  116  new 


members 


-Photo  by  Toge  Fujihira 


Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sunday 

December  16 

THE  CHURCH  IS  THERE  TO  CARE  -  United  Methodists  of  Lou¬ 
isiana,  through  special  offerings  this  Sunday,  Dec.  16,  will  make 
possible  the  church’s  ministry  to  "abused,  abandoned,  neglected 
and  needy  children,”  as  provided  by  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
in  New  Orleans.  Shown  above  in  playground  scene  is  Child  Care 
Program  Director  Mrs.  Anna  Athas.  The  Rev.  Richard  E.  Walton  is 
superintendent  of  the  Home. 


Conference  pension  rate  raised  to  $75 


by  Cecil  Bland 

f  Herbert  C.  Moffett,  of  West  Mon- 

j  roe,  chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
i'  ference  1000  Qub,  reported  at  the  re- 
;  cent  Board  of  Laity  Meeting  that  a 
total  of  1 16  new  members  had  been 
signed  up  with  the  1000  Club  of  the 
Conference.  By  action  of  the  Board 
of  the  Laity  earlier  this  year,  it  was 
decided  to  increase  the  sum  of  money 
raised  by  the  three  annual  “Calls” 
from  $10,000  to  $20,000  each. 

Members  of  the  1000  Club  arc 
asked  to  give  $10.00  to  each  call, 
three  times  a  year.  For  some  years, 
since  the  organization  of  the  group  in 
[  1952,  the  sum  of  money  raised  by 

f  each  call  has  been  $10,000,  which 

[  goes  to  a  selected  church  to  help  it 

build  its  sanctuary.  Since  1952  the  or¬ 
ganization  has  raised  close  to  $300,- 
000  over  the  Conference. 

Due  to  rising  costs  of  construction, 
Bishop  Crutchfield  suggested  that  $10,- 
000  was  not  adequate  by  1973  stand¬ 
ards;  that  it  should  be  doubled.  The 
Bishop  is  a  hearty  supporter  of  this 
effort.  He  said  recently  that  since 


M.  Kenneth  Schor,  of  Benton, 
Dickinson  and  Company,  has  been 
elected  president  of  Methodist 
Hospital  Board  of  Directors,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  by  Paul 
A.  Bjork,  the  hospital’s  executive 
director.  Other  officers  elected  for 
the  one-year  term  are;  Pendleton 
~E.  Lehde,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Margaret  B.  Manis,  secretary,  and 
the  Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay,  hospital 
chaplain.  Appointed  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  were;  Sherwood  A. 
Cuyler,  Edward  N.  Lennox,  Charles 
E.  McHale,  Jr.,  Bingham  C.  Stewart, 
and  George  D.  Williams. 


in  drive 

Louisiana  had  had  no  wills  and  legacies 
program,  the  1000  Club  was  a  life- 
saver  for  the  churches  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence. 

The  1000  Club  receives  applications 
from  churches  over  the  conference  for 
a  1000  Club  call,  and  screens  them 
carefully  for  real  need  before  they  are 
approved  for  a  call.  Types  of  churches 
assisted  are:  new  churches  just  being 
organized,  small  churches  in  a  transi¬ 
tional  situation  (in  areas  of  population 
or  economic  growth),  a  church  that 
has  to  move  its  location  to  reach  the 
people,  and  small  churches  that  wish 
to  merge. 

Each  District  has  been  requested  to 
hold  a  membership  drive  to  double  its 
membership  to  reach  the  goal  of  $20,- 
000  a  call  by  Sept.  1,  1974.  So  far,  six 
bf  the  10  districts  report  the  1  16  mem¬ 
ber  increase. 

t 

National  Fellowship 
directors  meet 
in  New  Orleans 

by  Cecil  Bland 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  pre¬ 
siding  over  the  meeting  of  the  National 
Fellowship  of  Conference  Council  Di¬ 
rectors  in  New  Orleans  this  week,  Dec. 
10-14  at  the  Montcleonc  Hotel.  The 
National  Fellowship  plans  to  have  two 
meetings  during  the  current  quadren- 
nium. 

Dr.  Hearn,  co-director  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
and  District  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  is  president  of  the 
National  Fellowship. 

The  meeting  is  being  attended  by 
almost  all  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 
directors  from  the  Annual  Conferences 
in  the  United  States.  A  number  of 
District  superintendents  are  also  at¬ 
tending. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  preached 
during  the  opening  session  on  Tuesday 
morning. 

Among  the  other  national  church 
personalities  who  are  attending  arc 
Dr.  Paul  Church,  general  secretary  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries,  Dr.  Tracy 
Jones,  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  Dr.  Ewart  Watts, 
editor  of  curriculum  materials,  Dr. 
Jerry  Clapsaddle,  Dr.  Allen  Waltz  and 
Dr.  Virgil  Sexton  of  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  staff.  Dr.  Wayne 
Lindecker,  of  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  and  many  others. 

While  most  of  the  time  is  filled  with 
work  sessions,  a  New  Orleans  night  on 
Thursday  featured  a  buffet  dinner  on 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions  has  announced  an  increase 
in  the  annuity  rate  for  retired  minis¬ 
ters  and  widows.  According  to  the 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser,  chairman  of  the 
board,  and  Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
executive  secretary  of  the  board,  and 
Conference  treasurer,  the  new  annuity 
rate  will  go  from  $70.00  per  service 
year  to  $75.00  per  service  year,  effec¬ 
tive  Jan.  1,  1974. 

This  rate  is  based  on  1%  of  the 
average  salary  paid  active  ministers 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  each  year, 
less  the  cost  of  insurance.  The  aver¬ 
age  salary  paid  ministers  in  the  con¬ 
ference,  according  to  the  records  in  the 
1973  Conference  Journal,  is  $8,564. 


board  the  river  boat  Commodore  while 
cruising  down  the  Mississippi  River. 

Afternoon  and  evening  workshops 
involve  the  participants  in  14  subjects. 
The  most  popular  workshop  subjects 
in  the  advance  registration  have  been 
“Management  Skills,”  “Administrative 
Procedures  for  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,”  and  the  most  popular 
workshop  of  all  is  on  “Discovering 
Local  Church  Needs  and  Projecting 
Local  Church  Future.” 

A  significant  time  of  worship  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  David  Randolph 
from  the  staff  of  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  begins  each  day.  The  meeting  will 
adjourn  on  Friday  morning. 


One  percent  of  this  figure  is  $85.64. 

The  cost  of  insurance  to  retired 
ministers  and  widows  is  $11.55  per 
service  year.  This  leaves  a  net  figure 
of  $74.09.  The  executive  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Pensions  has  recom¬ 
mended  the  figure  of  $75.00  as  the 
new  rate  effective  the  first  of  1974, 
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FINANCIAL  INFORMATION 

BROCHURE  PREPARED  BY 

CONFERENCE  OFFICE 

Where  does  the  church’s  money  go? 

In  an  effort  to  help  members  of 
church  congregations  across  Louisiana 
know  where  their  money  goes  that  is 
given  to  the  United  Meth(^ist  church 
in  our  Conference,  a  brochure  has 
been  prepared  and  mailed  to  ministers 
and  lay  persons  over  the  state. 

The  basic  information  is  available  in 
the  1973  Conference  Journal,  but 
not  everyone  has  access  to  this  report. 
The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
made  the  decision  recently  to  have  this 
brochure  prepared  to  help  local  church 
members  get  a  clearer  picture  of  the  fi¬ 
nancial  organization  of  our  church. 

The  Conference  office  had  addition¬ 
al  copies  of  the  brochure,  which  arc 
free  to  members.  Write  to  Rev.  L.  Ray 
Branton,  Co-Director,  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104  for  extra  copies. 


Participants  in  recent  District  Missionary  Rally  held  at 
Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Left  to  right,  the  Rev. 
Burl  Dampier,  district  missionary  secretary;  Dr.  David 
Flude,  secretary  of  interpretation  for  UMCOR  and  featured 
speaker  for  the  evening;  Mrs.  C.  3.  McGowan,  member  of 
the  general  committee  of  UMCOR;  Dr.  Robert  B.  Crichlow, 
district  superintendent,  and  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  host 
pqstor.  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  presented  the  closing  prayer. 
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Whitney  J.  Dough,  nationally 
known  host  of  the  Radio  Broad¬ 
cast  "United  Methodist  Hour,” 
recently  presented  a  special  pro¬ 
gram  at  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston  on  The  Inter¬ 
pretation  of  Christmas  Carols. 
The  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  is 
pastor. 
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Council  on 
Ministries 
conducts  workshop 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Leesville  was  host  to  a  church-wide 
workshop  on  the  three  agc-lcvcls  in 
the  church  school  led  by  three  resource 
people  from  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  office  in  Shreveport  re¬ 
cently. 

The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  co-direc¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Don  C,  Cottrill,  associate 
director,  and  Mrs.  Gwen  Branton  were 
the  resource  people.  Mr.  Branton  pre¬ 
sented  the  curriculum  for  the  adult 
level,  Mr.  Cottrill  worked  with  youth 
workers  and  Mrs.  Branton  led  the  sec¬ 
tion  on  elementary  school  children. 
The  emphasis  was  on  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  literature  in  these  age  levels,  the 
introduction  and  presentation  of  the 
materials  available,  and  suggestions  on 
how  to  best  present  them. 

Host  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Don  Risin- 


Monroe’s  Mayor  Ralph  Troy  proclaimed  Nov.  8  "Policeman  Appreciation 
Day,”  and  the  Council  on  Ministries  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
cooperation  with  other  churches  in  the  city,  sponsored  an  Open  House  in 
the  church  parlor  to  honor  the  city’s  policemen.  Mrs.  James  Hoogland 
(left)  serves  coffee  to  Police  Chief  Charles  Gaushell  and  city  police 
officers  (left  to  right)  Det.  Ray  Clary,  Willie  Buffington  and  Graham 
Gardner  at  the  12  noon  to  2  p.m.  occasion.  Mrs.  0.  B.  Mediock  (right)  was 
one  of  the  hostesses.  The  Rev.  Edwin  J.  Barksdale  is  pastor  of  the 
host  church. 


From  left,  Mrs.  Gwen 
Baker,  Cecil  Bland,  and 
Mrs.  Judi  Battey  of  the 
Council  Office  staff  look 
over  the  new  Audio- 
Visual  Catalog  for  the 
Conference  Library.  The 
catalog  has  recently  been 
mailed  to  all  Louisiana 
Conference  churches. 


New  audio-visual 

For  the  first  time  in  three  years,  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  of¬ 
fice  has  issued  a  new  catalog  of  the  re¬ 
sources  in  its  files.  The  catalog  has 
been  updated  with  the  elimination  of 
unused,  outdated  films,  filmstrips,  rec¬ 
ords  and  tapes,  and  the  addition  of 
new  material  received  by  the  office. 

General  headings  in  the  new  catalog 
include:  Age-Level  Ministries,  Bible, 
Church,  Seasonal  Items,  Work  Areas, 
Stewardship  and  Worship. 

All  the  items  included  in  the  cata¬ 
log  are  free  for  use  by  any  local 
churches  in  the  Conference.  Persons 


catalog  available 

desiring  to  use  the  library  are  asked 
to  send  in  their  requests  at  least  two 
Weeks  in  advance  to  assure  receiving 
their  material  on  time.  There  is  no 
charge  for  this  service;  the  local 
churches  are  simply  asked  to  pay  the 
return  postage  to  get  the  films,  etc. 
back  to  the  library. 

If  additional  catalogs  are  needed  by 
local  churches,  they  are  free.  Write  to: 
Audio  Visual  Library,  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104  for  your  free 
copy,  individuals  requesting  copies  of 
the  catalog  are  asked  to  pay  $1  per 
copy. 


At  the  recent  session  of  the  Council  on  Ministries  it  was  voted  to 
use  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  in  continuing  the  publication  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  which  publication  is  designated  as  the  official  news 
organ  of  the  conference .  The  decision  was  not  made  summarily  or  with¬ 
out  adequate  forethought,  the  process  for  the  same  having  begun  as  long 
as  two  years  ago . 

Reasons  for  the  shift  in  style,  format,  arrangement  and  news  re¬ 
porting  are  logistical  and  economical  as  well  as  having  to  do  with  par¬ 
ticipatory  journalism,  and  bear  no  reference  to  any  individual  or  group. 

The  decision  was  made  in  the  minds  of  much  of  the  conference  leadership 
long  before  Dr.  Workman  became  the  present  editor  of  the  Louisiana 
Methodist,  and  were  made  even  then  with  no  thought  of  prejudice  toward 
the  former  editor  or  the  partnership  with  the  Arkansas  conference .  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  has  long  been  jmblished  in  Little  Rock,  dating  back 
to  a  time  when  the  two  states  were  pleasantly  yoked  in  one  episcopal  area. 
Fourteen  years  ago  that  arrangement  was  terminated  but  the  two  confer¬ 
ence  news  organs  continued  to  be  published  in  Little  Rock.  The  associ¬ 
ation  with  the  fine  people  of  the  Arkansas  conferences  has  been  enriching, 
profitable  and  most  pleasant  for  us  in  Louisiana,  though  the  obvious  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  putting  out  a  state  paper  so  far  away  have  been  evident. 

Permit  me  to  take  this  opportunity  to  give  public  expressions  of 
gratitude  to  Dr.  Workman  for  his  splendid  and  gracious  cooperation,  his 
sensitivity  to  the  needs  of  this  conference,  and  his  recognized  journal¬ 
istic  skills  and  ability.  We  predict  many  fine  years  of  achievement  for 
the  Arkansas  Methodist  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Dr.  Workman, 
who  indeed  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  field  of  American  religious  journalism . 

There  will  be  moments  of  course,  when  we  will  wish  that  we  could 
have  continued  the  present  arrangement,  but  for  reasons  previously  cited 
and  known  to  us  all,  that  arrangement  seems  unfeasible.  We  now  turn  to 
a  new  and  different  style  and  format  and  urge  the  active  support  and"  eager 
participation  of  all  Louisiana  Methodists  in  this  new  venture.  Your  pastor 
and  district  representatives  will  have  the  details  and  will  provide  adequate 
leadership  in  the  matter  of  renewing  subscriptions  and  securing  new  ones  . 

Again  we  would  say  that  the  separation  of  the  publishing  efforts  of  these 
two  states  and  their  conferences  has  been  made  necessary  by  reasons  and 
forces  entirely  impersonal  and  over  which  no  one  has  any  control.  We  give 
genuine  thanks  and  praise  to  our  Arkansas  colleagues  for  their  patient  deal  - 
ings  with  us  across  the  years  and  for  their  willingness  to  be  helpful  when  it 
was  perhaps  inconvenient  for  them .  The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
appears  to  have  made  a  wise  decision  and  we  are  grateful. 

With  deep  appreciation  for  all  the  years  of  association  with  our  friends 
in  Arkansas  and  with  the  hope  for  many  years  of  continued  pleasant  relation¬ 
ships  in  the  future,  we  remain. 
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BONDS  WHICH  DO  NOT  BREAK 

One  more  issue  of  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  remains  to  be 
printed  under  the  present  arrangement  of  publication  from  the  Little  Rock 
office.  After  the  first  of  the  year  the  paper  will  be  published  as  an  edition 
of  the  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER. 

We  want  to  wish  our  Louisiana  friends  our  very  best  as  they  begin 
this  new  venture  in  sharing  the  news  of  the  church.  We  desire  for  you  the 
greatest  success  in  this  new  association  and  pledge  to  you  our  every  as¬ 
sistance  in  this  time  of  transition. 

Our  two  episcopal  Areas  —  separate  now  for  almost  fourteen  years 
—  enjoyed  a  grand  relationship  while  together  in  the  one  Area  and  have 
since  that  time  continued  to  experience  a  wonderful  fellowship.  Ours  are 
the  kinds  of  ties  which  change  cannot  diminish. 

Louisiana  United  Methodism  has  been  blessed  with  dedicated  leader¬ 
ship  at  every  level  —  lay,  pastoral  and  episcopal.  Those  in  Arkansas  who 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  associations  in  Louisiana  have  been  impressed 
with  the  quality  and  energy  of  the  laity  of  the  church  there.  And  this  laity 
is  indeed  blest  by  the  dedication  of  their  pastoral  leadership.  And  under 
the  tireless  and  skilled  guidance  of  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  Louisiana 
United  Methodism  continues  its  tradition  of  distinguished  episcopal  lead¬ 
ership. 

Selfishly,  perhaps,  those  of  us  who  have  been  privileged  to  be  closely 
associated  will  miss  these  relationships;  but  we  know  that  they  are  not 
ended. 

So,  to  our  good  friends  in  Louisiana,  we  wish  you  well  and  hope 
for  you  every  good  success  in  the  new  relationship  with  the  UNITED 
METHODIST  REPORl  f.R. 
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Before  the  Third  Sunday  in  Advent  1973 

ADVENT  POSTURES 

4c  *  :ic 

There’s  something  about  waiting! 

There’s  excitement  in  it 

And  mystery  over  all  — 

Whether  for  a  friend’s  promised  visit 
Or  first  snow  to  fall. 

There’s  something  about  watching! 

It  calls  one  to  stand  fast 

To  be  patient  and  still  — 

Whether  for  peace  at  long  last 

Or  strength  for  one’s  will. 

There’s  something  about  hoping! 

For  it  keeps  faith  honest 

And  fires  the  cold  soul  — 

Whether  for  love  with  its  promise 
Or  life  and  its  goal. 

There’s  something  about  trusting! 

It  soothes  the  weak  spirit 

And  nerves  the  faint  heart  — 

Whether  for  courage  in  sorrow 

Or  strength  for  new  start. 

*  Reprise  * 


For  our  waiting  brings  joy 
Our  watching  grants  peace 
Our  hoping,  fulfillment 
Our  trusting,  release. 
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New  tricks  and  an  old  dog 

I’ve  got  this  problem,  see,  and  I  need  some  help.  It’s  about  a  bad 
habit  I’ve  got  which  I  can’t  overcome.  And  I  fear  that  unless  I  can  do 
something  about  it,  my  family’s  good  name  may  be  in  jeopardy. 

It’s  that  I  can’t  stifle  the  impulse  to  tip  my  hat  to  ladypersons.  And 
I  know  full  well  that  that’s  regarded  in  these  days  as  a  put-down  by  the 
new  breed  of  women.  It  seems  that  a  tip  of  the  hat  identifies  you  right 
off  as  one  who  thinks  that  women  ought  to  return  to  the  old  days  and 
the  old  ways.  And  that’s  bad. 

I’m  really  sorry  for  my  sin,  but  I  just  can’t  seem  to  help  it.  It  must 
go  back  somewhere  to  my  beginnings.  My  ancestors  must  have  been  kind 
to  people,  or  something  like  that,  and  I  just  haven’t  been  able  to  rise 
above  it.  But  given  time  I  think  I  can  whip  it. 

It  could  go  back  to  the  influence  of  one  of  my  college  professors. 
I  can  still  see  Dr.  W.  C.  Buthman,  making  his  quick  little  way  across  the 
Hendrix  campus,  tipping  his  hat  to  every  coed  whom  he  met  between  the 
Ad  Building  and  Tabor  Hall,  even  though  that  might  have  been  fifty  or 
more  young  ladies.  Being  a  gentleman  he  never  missed  a  one  of  them. 

I  should  probably  hasten  to  say  that  this  is  not  the  chief  impression 
Dr.  Buthman  left  with  me,  for  he  was  one  of  my  major  professors  and  a 
master  of  the  art  of  teaching.  (I  suspect  that  if  he  were  to  reflect  upon 
my  days  in  his  classes  he  would  probably  be  tickled  pink  to  learn  that  I 
have  remembered  anything  at  all  from  the  years  of  my  struggles  there). 

My  problem  is  not  one  that  bothers  me  terribly  in  the  summer  for 
I  don’t  wear  a  hat  much  then.  But  come  winter,  with  my  kind  of  haircut, 
a  hat  is  about  as  important  as  any  other  clothes  I  wear  —  except,  of 
course,  my  new  shoes. 

Now  for  a  man  of  my  birthdate  to  try  to  walk  down  the  street  and 
meet  so  many  nice  ladypeople  and  not  tip  the  hat  to  them  is  really  to 
ask  too  much.  I’m  doing  better,  though,  each  winter  that  passes,  and  I 
actually  met  a  whole  two  blocks  of  Bell  Telephone  persons  the  other  day 
and  didn’t  tip  my  hat  to  a  single  one  of  them!  How’s  that  for  progress! 

The  lesson  for  the  day  from  all  of  this  is,  of  course,  that  evil  ways 
can  be  overcome  if  one  will  only  persevere. 

But  a  soul  will,  occasionally,  backslide.  Every  so  often,  especially 
when  I  greet  a  party  I  know,  I  slip  back  into  the  old  evil  ways  and  lif^ 
a  hand  to  the  brim  of  the  hat,  chiding  myself  even  as  I  do.  It  is  then  I 
take  heart  with  the  thought  “But  I’ll  l^t  that  Dr.  Buthman  couldn’t  stifle 
it  either!”  And  that,  I  figure,  places  me  in  pretty  good  company. 


Our  example  in  all  things 

One  of  his  friends  reported  at  a  meeting  in  Louisiana  last  week  that 
Brother  Ed  Pickens  of  Mansfield  First  and  Grand  Cane  churches  preached 
recently  on  the  energy  crisis  and  fuel  shortage.  The  service’s  closing 
hymn:  “O  Master,  let  me  walk  with  thee.” 
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Come,  Lord  Jesus. 
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Contrary  to  some  reports  arisuig  from  a  rec«it 
decision  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the 
District  of  CcrfundMay^^Jesus  has  notbeen  barred’* 
from  the  tra^tkmal  Clnistian  Pageant  of  Peace 
in  the  nation’s  capital  duri^  the  Cini^mas 
season.  The  government  decided  to  retain  its 
participation  in  the  pageant  but  to  discontinue 
the  nativity  scene  from  the  event.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  CInistitm  Herbage  AssocmtkHi  has  been 
issued  a  permit  to  erect  a  creche  which  will  be 
situated  near  the  pageant  but  will  not  actualy 
be  part  of  it. 

The  church  in  Soviet  Russia  is  “thirsty  fcM-  the  as¬ 
surance  of  our  help,”  according  to  Anglican  Arch¬ 
bishop  Donald  Coggan  of  Yorl^  Eng.  Writing  in  his 
diocesan  newsletter,  the  Anglican  leader  said  the 
outside  world  thinks  Russia  as  twhnically  ad¬ 
vanced  and  militarily  expanding,  and  it  is  right. 
“But,”  he  added,  “we  often  forget  that,  within  that 
nation,  there  are  many  thousands  of  fellow  Chris¬ 
tians.  They  constitute  a  huge  church  standing  over 
against  a  determined  and  organized  atheist  system.” 

“It  is  often  puia  which  leads  to  spiritual 
owth,”  Archbfeiiop  Coggan  said.  cannot 
be  ^rituaUy  open  to  the  cxp«ience  of  ^ 
Russian  church  without  Knowing  the  suffering 
out  of  which  it  was  bom  .  .  ,  Russian  Chris¬ 
tians  have  much  to  teach  us  (how  would  your 
faith — or  nnne,  for  toat  mattef--stand  up  over 
prolonged  and  intense  opposatton?  I  wonder) 
...  Let  us  not  forget  ttiem  and  othw  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Communist-dominated  countries.” 

Pedro  Rodriguez,  a  19-year-old  Roman  Catholic  in 
San  Juan,  P.R.  began  preaching  to  crowds  in  a  shop¬ 
ping  center  two  years  ago  and  the  CatacumbM 
(Spanish  word  meaning  catacombs)  movement  he 
founded  has  grown  to  include  thousands  of  Puerto 
Ricans.  The  Catacumbus  are  mostly  young  Catholics 
although  Protestants  of  many  denominations  wor¬ 
ship  with  them.  The  outdoor  meeting  places  have 
logs  or  cement  blocks  for  seats.  People  attending 
carry  Bibles.  No  one  knows  how  many  people  at¬ 
tend  the  Catacumba  services,  but  the  number  is  w 
great  they  have  caused  concern  among  the  estab¬ 
lished  Catholic  and  Protestant  churches. 

The  World  Conference  of  Baptist  Men  is  sche¬ 
duled  to  meet  in  Hong  Kong  next  year  frwn 
Nov.  26-30.  Two  thousand  delegates  are  expec¬ 
ted  to  attend,  Primaiy  emphasis  will  focus  on 
Asia  and  lay  men,  accordi^  to  General  Secre¬ 
tary  Robert  S.  Denny. 

Britain’s  Baptists  will  not  withdraw  church  invest¬ 
ments  in  companies  with  interests  in  Southern  Africa 

_ they  will  use  them  to  help  relieve  or  prevent  the 

exploitation  of  black  workers.  The  decision  was 
made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  British  Un¬ 
ion  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  T^us  the  Baptists 
join  the  Anglicans  and  Methodists  in  new  and  con¬ 
certed  action  by  major  denominations  opposing 
apartheid.  One  observer  noted,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  which  has  yet  to  act 
on  the  issue,  the  British  churches  have  reached  a 
Hire  degree  of  unanimity. 

Americans  in  1973  need  preparation  for  the 
coining  of  the  Prince  oi  Peace  more  than  ever 
before,  the  Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  said  in  his 
Advent  Message.  “How  dare  we  her^d  the  f^t 
of  Christ’s  presence  if  our  national  life  remains 
in  its  present  state  of  moral  disarray?”  he  asked, 
in  stressing  the  need  to  prepare  for  Christmas. 


The  greatest  danger  to  proper  Sunday  observance 
comes  not  from  those  who  oppose  such  practices 
but  from  those  who  are  complacent  about  the  mat¬ 
ter  according  to  Dr.  Albert  P.  Stauderman.  The  edi¬ 
tor  of  The  Lutheran  warned  that  “the  biggest  dam¬ 
age  to  Sunday  comes  not  from  those  who  would 
arbitrarily  take  away  a  day  of  rest  and  worship,  but 
rather  from  those  who  are  complacent  or  indiffer¬ 
ent  about  it ...  If  we  prefer  .  .  .  ‘armchair  religion,’ 
like  sitting  back  and  watching  a  revival  service  on 
television,  we  shouldn’t  be  too  surprised  if  we  have 
traded  away  something  precious  for  a  mess  (rf  pot¬ 
tage.” 

“We  hafve  been  asked  to  sacriffee  something 
of  our  high  standard  of  hving  .  .  .  Nmie  of 
these  measures  really  requires  ‘sacritioe’  on  our 
part  when  we  tbojok  of  what  die  word  ‘saciitice^ 
means  in  the  language  the  Christian  foldi,” 
said  Ei^scopcd  Bishop  H.  Coleman  McGhee  of 
Mk3iigan>  in  a  memo  to  the  cleigy. 

Althou^  many  churchmen  have  expressed  concern 
over  the  possible  cutbacks  on  Sunday  driving  in  the 
future,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wade,  Baptist  clergyman  in 
Detroit  observed  that  “the  very  foundation  of  our 
government  is  freedom  of  worship.  I  doubt  if  there 
will  be  restrictions  to  stop  people  from  con^g  to 
church.” 

“The  reason  the  church  is  in  d^  mess  it  b  m 
in  America  —  with  two-dhirds  of  its  members 
either  peripheral  or  ouit  mid  only  20  per  cent 
of  its  money  being  given  away  —  is  that  the 
Good  News  of  suffering  love  has  not  been 
preached  to  churches,”  says  the  Rev.  Robert 
K.  Hudnut  in  his  new  book,  Arousing  the  Sleep¬ 
ing  Giant,  a  handbook  on  how  to  “organize 
your  church  fen  acthm.”  Two  years  ago,  the 
author  wrote  the  widely-publiciz^  book,  ITie 
Sleeping  Giant  —  a  description  of  the  middle 
class  American  Protestant  church. 


Harold  B.  Lee,  president  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  has  called 
upon  all  Americans  to  join  in  expressions  of 
gratitude  to  God  and  “to  silence  for  a  seasmi 
the  tfde  of  bitter  accusation  which  has  almost 
overwhelmed  us.” 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church  has  signed  an 
agreement  to  sell  its  downtown  Witherspoon  Build¬ 
ing  to  the  Fidelity  Bank  of  Philadelphia  for  $2,750,- 
000.  Three  United  Presbyterian  units  wiU  continue 
to  occupy  three  floors  of  the  1 1 -story  building  on  a 
lease  arrangement.  Most  of  the  agency  offices  will 
move  to  The  Interchurch  Center  in  New  York  City. 

Speaking  during  a  three-day  ecumenical  con¬ 
ference  of  40  representatives  of  four  major 
Christian  Churches  in  Taiwan,  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  Stanislaus  Lokuang  urged  the 
“spreading  of  the  Christian  faith,”  concentrat¬ 
ing  on  the  spiritual  welfare  and  reli^us  edu¬ 
cation  of  young  peo^e.  The  gathering  focused 
on  two  major  problem  areas:  evangelism  aimnig 
the  14  imlUon  peiqde  of  the  idand,  and  church 
financial  support. 

Meeting  in  Chicago  50  evangelical  Christian  leaders 
signed  “A  Declaration  of  Evangelical  Social  Con¬ 
cern.”  Acknowledging  the  Christian  responsibilities 
of  citizenship,  it  said,  “we  must  challenge  the  mis¬ 
placed  trust  of  the  nation  in  economic  and  military 
might  —  a  proud  trust  that  promotes  a  national 
pathology  of  war  and  violence  which  victimizes  our 
neighbors  at  home  and  abroad.  We  must  resist  the 
temptation  to  make  the  nation  and  its  institutions 
objects  of  near-religious  loyalty.”  Acknowledging 
also  “that  we  have  encouraged  men  to  prideful 
domination  and  women  to  irresponsible  passivity,” 
the  leaders  called  “both  inen  and  women  to  mutual 
submission  and  active  disclpleship.” 

A  new  Blue  Denim  Bible  has  been  designed  to 
fit  today’s  life  style  —  in  the  pocket  of  Uue 
jeans  or  out  in  a  student’s  room.  It  is  described 
as  “a  happy  combination  ot  a  breezy,  iUm- 
trated  New  Testament  (Today’s  Engl^  Ver¬ 
sion:  Good  News  for  Modem  Man)  with  a  flex¬ 
ible  binding  of  genuine  blue  denim  cloth.”  Cop¬ 
ies  are  avaUaMe  for  $1.95. 


“What  the  Spirit  is  saying  to  the  Churches,”  will  be 
the  theme  of  the  Jan.  21-23  Ministers’  Week  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  at  Emoi^  University. 
Principal  participants  will  be  Evangelist  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts,  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  (Washington  Area), 
Dr. ’Theodore  Runyon,  Candler  professor  of  The¬ 
ology,  Dr.  Krister  Stendahl,  Harvard  Divinity  School 
dean,’ Dr.  Davis  duPlessis,  world  Pentecostal  leader, 
and  Dr.  Wayne  Oates,  Southern  Baptist  Seminary 
professor. 


Teaching  outlines  for  all  courses  being  taught  at  Con¬ 
cordia  Theological  Seminary  in  St.  Louis  will  be  re¬ 
viewed  by  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod  institution.  The  board  also 
voted  to  require  that  all  instructors  of  courses  deal¬ 
ing  with  certain  doctrinal  matters  submit  a  state¬ 
ment  to  the  board  “explaining  how  they  propose  to 
deal  with  such  matters.” 

Some  10,000  young  peo^  between  ages  16 
to  25  are  expected  to  converge  in  Portiand, 
Ore.  for  the  8th  B^tist  Youth  Worid  Confer¬ 
ence  —  the  first  held  in  the  U.S.  —  July  31- 
At^.  4,  1974. 


NOT  ALL  FOLLOW 
THE  SAME  PATH 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  - 
It  is  easy  to  think  that 
all  Arabs  are  Moslems. 
Most  are,  but  this  build¬ 
ing  which  houses  the 
Arabic  Baptist  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  makes 
it  clear  that  some  Arabs 
are  Christians.  The 
majority  of  Washington’s 
Arab  population  worships 
at  a  mosque  connected 
with  the  city’s  Islamic 
Center.  (RNS  Photo) 
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Methodist  Home  Visitor 

THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME 

Ruston,  Louisiana  Post  Office  Drawer  H  Telephone  255-5020 

December,  1973 


A  letter  to  the  churches 

P.  0.  DRAWER  H 
Rusion,  Louisiana  71270 

December  3,  1973 

Dear  Friends : 

The  Methodist  Children's  Home  has  a  great  heritage. 

As  It  has  In  the  past.  It  must  continue  to  alter 
Its  services  and  Its  methods  to  meet  today’s  task. 

To  take  boys  and  girls  whose  normal  home  foundations 
have  been  shattered;  to  prepare  them  for  life  through 
training,  experience,  and  example;  to  help  them  gain 
a  sense  of  their  own  worth  as  children  of  God;  and 
on  this  foundation  of  worth  to  help  them  build  a  solid 
set  of  moral  and  spiritual  values  In  this  most  troubled 
time  which  our  society  Is  undergoing. 

Thank  you  for  caring!  Through  your  thoughtfulness, 
the  Home  Is  able  to  help  youngsters  have  opportunities 
which  they  would  not  otherwise  have.  Your  contributions 
are  making  It  possible  for  children  to  experience  here¬ 
tofore  unknown  security  In  a  troubled  world.  We  are 
grateful  for  your  concern.  Without  this  concern  this 
ministry  by  Louisiana  Methodists  would  not  be  possible. 

Gratitude  on  behalf  of  those  helped  and  those  of  us 
serving  Is  warm  and  sincere.  May  the  true  joy  and 
happiness  of  the  Christmas  Spirit  and  Christmas  Season 
be  yours  this  year. 

Sincerely , 


Terrel  J. 


Superintendent 


MRS.  EFFZE  DOWNS 
byMrB.  A.  H.  Valentine 
r.  COMPTON 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Joe  Giddens  and 
other  friends  of  Mr.  Compton 
J.  E.  WHITAKER 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  C.  Warren 
CARIO  TAYLOR 
by  Leon  &  Elizabeth  Mitchell 
JOHN  C.  AMBERG 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  Gaar,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Jack  Gaar  &  Greg,  Mr.  & 

Mrs.  Robert  Gaar,  Mr.  &Mrs. 

Roy  Gaar,  Mr.  &Mrs.  Shelby  Gaar, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edwin  Gaar.  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Howard  Gaar  &  Mrs .  Willie  Gaar  and 
Mr.  Tim  Gaar 
REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 
by  Edwina  &  Arthur  Hair 
MR.  &  MRS.  JAMES  EDGAR  TERREL 
by  Mrs .  Willa  Shouse 
MRS .  E .  M .  ROBARDS 
by  Miss  Margaret  Howell 
REV.  D,  B.  BODDIE 
by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Terral  T.  Lowe 
HERBERT  de  SYNEK 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  D .  R .  Allen 
MRS.  B.  R.  ADAMS 
by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Scaife 
MISS  LUCY  QUINALTY 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  G .  L .  Wyatt 
MRS.  JEANETTE  TOWNSEND 
by  Robert  M .  Ward 

L.  E.  McCullough 

by  Mrs.  Florence  T.  McKinnon 

V. J.  VICKERS 

by  Zwolle  United  Methodist  Church 

M.  H.  BURKHALTER 

by  ZwoUe  United  Metbodist  Church 

W.  B.  (BUI)  WHEAT 
by  Willie  C.  Holley 

LEO  V,  BRIANS 
by  Mrs.  A.  H.  Valentine 
J.  H.  McCULLIN 
by  Mrs.  A.  H.  Valentine 
MRS .  AMAl-IDA  GAYLE  BOBARDS 
by  Dot  &  Nell  Tumipseed 
MRS.  EFFIE  DOWNS 
byO.  F.  Wheelis  &  FamUy 
MRS.  A.  E.  CARROLL 


by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ken  Hendrickson 
and  Family 

MRS.  HYMAN  SIMMONS 
by  Mrs  .  Jack  Olmsted  &  Family 
E.  C.  McELROY 
by  Mr.  8i  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Jones 
REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Aaron  C.  Greer 
MRS.  FRANCIS  LEGGETT 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Eddie  Tuberville  and 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cloud 
MRS.  A.  E.  CARROLL 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  V.  A.  White 
MRS.  INEZ  STUCKEY 
by  Friends  of  Oil  City  UMC 
MRS.  P.  T.  ALEXANDER 
by  Friends  of  OU  City  UMC 
MRS.  W.  T.  HENNING 
by  Alton  &  Ronnie  Spillers 
HORACE  McCULLEN 
by  Qeo  McCcmothy, 

Bert  Harvey  &  Mae  Sizemore 
MURPAY  BATEMAN 
by  Hamiltcni  &  Maggie  Bickham 
MRS.  IDA  MANNING 
by  Hamilton  &  Maggie  Bickham 
ERNESTINE  WOOD  DRAKE 
by  HamUton  &  Maggie  Bickham 
GARY  STAFFORD  lU 
by  Hamilton  &  Maggie  Bickham 


MUSIC  LESSON  SPONSORS 

Music  is  an  important  therapeutic 
oilitlet  which  we  must  utilize  in 
meeting  the  needs  of  our  children. 
Our  current  cost  for  lessons  runs 
approximately  a  hundred  twenty 
dollars  a  month.  We  are  presently 
receiving  $28  per  month  from 
various  individual  sponsors  ear¬ 
marked  for  music  lessons.  Should 
anyone  be  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  this  aspect  of  our  work, 
let  us  hear  from  you. 


Christmas,  Christmas  everywhere! 


The  chapel  is  putting  on  its  finery  for  the  festive  occasion. 
Though  our  lights  have  been  dimmed  to  help  in  the  energy 
crisis,  we  refuse  to  have  our  spirits  dimmed! 

t 


Visitation  Program 


We  thank  all  who  have  made  in¬ 
quiry  about  our  visitation  program. 
This  is  to  further  clarify  our  policy  on 
visitation. 

We  do  have  regularly  scheduled  vis- 
itmg  dates  for  weekends  and  the  holi¬ 
days.  Many  of  our  children  visit  with 
their  families  during  these  times.  Their 
families  have  the  priority  since  we 
want  to  work  toward  the  children’s 
living  again  with  their  own  families 
whenever  possible. 

Some  of  our  children  do  not  wish  to 
visit.  None  are  made  to  do  so.  A  few 
of  the  children  are  not  able  to  visit 
with  their  own  families.  In  these  situa¬ 
tions,  we  do  have  families  who  serve 


as  visiting  resources.  They  establish  'a 
continuing  relationship  with  the  child 
for  visitation  throughout  the  year. 

If  you  are  interested  in  this  visita¬ 
tion  program,  please  contact  one  of  the 
social  Workers,  Mrs.  Barbara  Thomp¬ 
son  or  Miss  Karen  Swartzmiller,  by 
calling  AC  318-255-5020  or  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  P.  O,  Drawer  H,  Ruston,  Louisi¬ 
ana  71270.  We  also  have  several  other 
programs  in  which  you  might  wish  to 
be  involved.  Arrangements  can  be 
made  for  a  staff  member  to  speak  to 
groups  about  the  programs  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  interest 
We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


MRS.  YULA  ETTREDGE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hubert  Coffey 
KELTON  KILGORE 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Welch 
MRS ,  E .  M .  ROBARD 
by  lone  Toler  Webb 
MRS.  CLAUDE  TANNER 
by  Mrs .  Dewitt  Qements 
REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 
by  Humble  Cuttage  Lodge  #19  F  &  AM 
LELA  JESTER  TIEDE 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  H.  E.  Jester 
REV.  D.  B.  BODDIE 
by  E .  E .  Johnson 
S.  W.  WRIGHT 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Qifford  Cartwright 
and  Mr.  &  Mrs .  Clyde  Melton 
HERBERT  DeSYNEK 
by  Jeanne  &  Sonny  LeDoux 
GLEN  SHADOW 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  John  LaRue 
ROBERT  SIMS 
by  Mr .  ^  Mrs .  John  LaRue 
TOM  ALLEN 
by  Mrs  .  Willard  C.  Burr 


J.H.  McCULLIN 
by  Maida  and  Jack  Willis 
MRS.  C.  C.  BRANDENBURG 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  John  W .  Stratton 
MELVIN  E .  HUDSON 
by  Mrs .  Grady  E .  Jones 
BIRDIE  MAE  WATTERS 
by  B .  Murj^y  Watters 
MRS.  EFFIE  DOWNS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Keith  Yeager 
W.  B.  WHEAT 
by  Mrs .  Kate  A.  Gates  and 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lynn  Geneux 
JIM  PARAULT 
by  Mrs.  Lynn  L.  Bailey 
JIM  PARAULT 

by  Mrs.  Lucille  C.  Huckabay 
JIM  PARAULT 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Lee 
EARL  CARROLL 
by  Mrs .  Lucy  Mae  Parker 
by  Pat  Strother  Family 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Taylor  Snead 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Adcock 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Fred  Willis 
by  Mrs .  Helen  L.  Adcock 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clyde  Kemp 
MALCOLM  KRAUS 
by  Mr .  &  Mrs .  J .  E .  Rutledge 
MRS.  T.  L.  NELSON 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  O.  V.  Brashier 
GARY  L..  HENLEY,  SR. 

by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edwin  Benton 
MRS.  FLO  YE  HAM 
by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Durward  McFarland 
MRS.  MATTIE  WILSON 
by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Durward  McFarland 
SAM  LAMPKIN 

by  Mr.  &Mrs.  Durward  McFarland 
H.  L.  DeBRAY 

by  Mrs.  H.  L.  DeBray  &  Family 
MR.  &MRS.H.  M.  JACKSON 
by  Mrs .  H.  L.  DeBray  &  Family 
H .  C .  SMITH 

by  Mrs.  H.  L.  DeBray  &  Family 


(To  be  continued) 
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THE  TEENTONERS  CHOIR  will 
rovide  special  music'  during  the 
ite  Christmas  Family  Night 
program  in  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  Dec.  12.  The 
Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr.,  is  the 
pastor. 


MRS.  LESLIE  BURRIS  of  the  LSU 
English  Department  gave  a  picture 
of  churches  of  the  past  when  she 
presented  a  program  on  “Exer¬ 
cising  Godly  Discipline  in  South¬ 
west  Mississippi  Churches”  at 
the  Fall  Family  Fellowship  in 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Nov. 
25. 

NORTH  HIGHLANDS  CHURCH  in 
Shreveport  reports  a  net  profit 
from  the  recent  bazaar  of  $1,700. 

“A  CHRISTMAS  FESTIVAL”  by 
contemporary  composers  Owens 
and  Skillings,  will  be  presented 
in  First  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
by  the  Chancel  Choir  on  Sunday, 
Dec.  16,  at  7:30  p.m.  Soloists 
will  be  Mrs.  William  Groves,  Mrs. 
Ralph  Womack,  Van  Schmutz,  Fred 
Tooley  and  Lee  Allured. 


THE  REV.  LEA  JOYNER  was  the 
evangelist  for  the  revival  held 
at  the  Waterproof  United  Methodist 
Church  the  week  of  Nov.  25.  She 
is  pastor  of  the  Southside  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe.  Ted 
Telano  led  the  singing.  The 
Waterproof  Church  minister  is  the 
Rev.  C.  A.  Jordan. 

THE  REV.  ROB  CRICHLOW  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Jennings,  was  the  preacher  at  the 
Community  Thanksgiving  Service 
held  in  the  Jennings  First  Baptist 
Church. 

AL  JUNG  WILL  SERVE  as  lay 
leader  in  the  St.  Claude  Heights 
Church  during  1974,  and  John 
Weese  as  lay  leader  at  St.  Ber¬ 
nard.  The  Rev.  J.  0.  Evans  is 
pastor  of  the  Chalmette  churches. 

NORTH  HIGHLANDS  CHURCH, 
Shreveport,  had  family  night  on 
Dec.  5,  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  men.  Special  guests 
were  Major  and  Mrs.  Wixson  of 
the  Salvation  Army.  The  Rev. 
Lonnie  M.  Sibley  is  pastor. 

TRINITY  CHURCH,  JENNINGS, 
celebrated  its  76th  anniversary  on 
Sunday,  December  2,  1973.  Mrs. 
S.'B.  Ford  was  presented  a  corsage 
for  being  the  longest  member. 
Following  the  service  theme  of 
“A  Time  to  Remember,”  several 
members  told  of  past -experiences 
when  as  a  church  “we  reached  up 
to  God  for  guidance,  reached  into 
each  other  for  friendship,  and 
reached  out  to  others  in  service.” 
Some  excerpts  of  the  church  news¬ 
letter  published  during  World  War 
II,  were  read.  Those  assisting  in 
the  service  were  Mrs.  Howard 
Seagraves,  Mrs.  Eugene  Smith,  and 
Miss  Kate  Ostrand.  The  Rev.  Rob 
Crichlow,  Jr.,  is  pastor. 


This  Nativity  scene  is  displayed  in  the  foyer  of  the  Broadmoor  sanctuary 
in  Shreveport  each  Christmas  season. 


St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  has  a  Chrismon  tree 
with  a  tiny  white  light  shining  for 
each  family  in  the  church,  with  a  few 
extras  to  "grow  on.”  The  Chrismons 
(CHRlSt  &  MONogram)  symbolize  the 
Name,  the  Life,  and  the  Acts  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


In  a  workshop  at  St. 
Luke’s  to  make  Chris¬ 
mons  for  trees  in  the 
homes,  we  find  seated 
in  the  foreground  the 
Rev.  John  Williams,  the 
Rev.  Marie  Williams,  and 
Cindy  Walker. 


The  Rev.  J.  A.  Alford  was  honored 
recently  on  his  96th  birthday  at  the 
Pine  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Minden.  A  covered  dish  luncheon 
was  served  after  the  morning  service. 
Bro.  Alford  is  a  retired  Methodist 
minister  who  has  never  really  retired. 
The  Rev.  Joe  Robinson  is  pastor  of 
Pine  Grove. 

f 

JERRY  BRIDGES,  ACSW,  director 
of  MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services  at  Houma,  was 
guest  speaker,  Nov.  25,  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  DeRid- 
der,  where  the  Rev.  Odell  Sim¬ 
mons  serves  as  pastor. 


THE  CHURCH  SCHOOL  of  First 
Church,  Pineville,  presented  the 
Advent  program  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  Dec.  2.  The  play,  “Joseph 
and  the  Nativity”  was  directed  by 
Mrs.  Nedra  Webb,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Milton  Wenner.  The  Children’s 
Choir  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Stone 
Caraw^,  the  Youth  Choir  by  Miss 
Kathy  Cunningham,  and  the  Men’s 
Choir  by  Fred  Tannehill. 

THE  SLIDELL  YOUTH  Choir  will 
present  the  Christmas  musical, 
“The  Lord’s  Thing,”  at  the  Sun¬ 
day  evening  vesper  service  in 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Dec.  16.  The  group  is  directed 
by  Hal  Province.  The  Rev.  Phil 
Woodland  is  their  pastor. 

ADVENT  PROGRAMS  in  the  Morn- 
ingside  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  include  a  Contemporary 
Carol  Service  by  the  UMYF  and 
.  Choir  on  Dec.  2;  Leonard  Kacenjar, 
concertmaster  of  the  Shreveport 
Symphony,  as  guest  violinist  on 
Dec.  9;  a  musical,  “Christmas 
Bells,”  by  the  Junior  Choir  and 
Young  People’s  Choir  on  Dec. 
16;  and  a  Candlelight  Communion 
Service  on  Dec.  23.  The  Rev. 
Garland  Dean  is  pastor. 


DAILY  BIBLE  READINGS 
Below  is  a  schedule  for  the 
Daily  Bible  Reading,  which  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 
to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 
use  in  your  homes. 

Dec.  16 — Sunday  Isaiah  7:10-16 
Dec.  17  Isaiah  9:1-7 

Dec.  18 .  Gala.  4:1-7 

Dec.  19  .  Luke  1:26-38 

Dec.  20  . - . Luke  1:39-56 

Dec.  21 .  Luke  1:57-73 

Dec.  22  John  1:1-14 

Dec.  23 — Sunday  Matt.  1:18-23 


MRS.  ROBERT  E.  JONES 

Mrs.  Robert  E.  (Elizabeth  B.)  Jones 
died  Nov.  16  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  She 
was  the  wife  of  Methodist  Bishop  Rob¬ 
ert  E.  Jones. 

A  native  of  Meadeville,  Pa.,  Mrs. 
Jones  graduated  from  Geneva  College. 
She  taught  secondary  schools  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  St.  Louis.  She  was  a  found¬ 
er  of  the  New  Orleans  branch  of  the 
YWCA  of  Straight  College  and  served 
as  the  second  president  of  its  Board 
of  Administration. 

Survivors  are  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Catherine  Jones  Knox  of  St.  Louis, 
two  step-daughters,  Mrs.  Mary  Jones 
Broussard  of  St.  Louis  and  Mrs.  Grace 
Jones  of  Nashville,  Tenii.;  a  stepson, 
Robert  E.  Jones,  Jr.  of  Greensboro, 
N.C.  and  by  11  grandchildren. 

Funeral  service  was  held  Tuesday, 
Nov.  20  at  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans.  Officiating  were 
Bishop  Charles  Golden,  Bishop  Scott 
Allen  and  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield. 
Interment  was  at  Gulfside  Assembly, 
Waveland,  Miss.,  which  was  founded 
by  Bishop  Jones,  the  first  resident 
black  bishop  in  the  then  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


COVINGTON  UNITED  Methodist 
Men  will  sponsor  the  annual 
Christmas  party  for  senior  ctiizens 
of  the  community  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  Dec.  15.  Henry  May- 
field  is  coordinator  for  the  activity 
and  John  Moore  will  serve  as 
master  of  ceremonies.  Bert  Mul¬ 
lins  is  president  of  the  men’s 
group.  The  Rev.  Angus  L.  Car- 
ruth  is  their  pastor. 

INJURED  IN  A  CAR  accident  on 
Nov.  16  were  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Dan  Tohline  of  Jonesboro.  They 
were  on  their  way  to  New  Orleans 
where  he  was  to  speak  at  the  25th 
anniversary  of  the  Elysian  Fields 
United  Methodist  Church  where  he 
had  once  served  as  pastor.  Both 
are  in  Ochsner  Foundation  Hos¬ 
pital  with  serious  leg  injuries. 

P.K.  (PreachePs  Kids)  KORNER 

JENNIFER  LYNN  LANCASTER 
was  born  on  Nov.  21  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  E.  Lancaster  of  Baton 
Rouge.  Proud  grandparents  are 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Lancaster 
of  Ponchatoula. 

VIRGINIA  LOUISE  BOWDON  was 
born  on  Nov.  21  to  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  of 
Rayville.  Paternal  grandparents 
are  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Sr.,  of  Lake  Charles. 

DECEMBER  13,  1973 


PAGE  SIX 


AT  LEFT: 

The  Lacombe  UMW  Bazaar  was  held  on  Dec.  1. 
Leaders  shown  at  right  are  (from  left):  Mrs.  Lewis 
Leatherbury,  floral  arrangements  chairman;  Mrs. 
Thelma  Nielsen,  UMW  president;  Mrs.  Ruby  Frederic, 
Christmas  arrangements  chairman.  Seafood  and 
chicken  gumbo  were  sold  all  day.  The  Rev.  Lewis 
Ovenshire  is  the  pastor  of  the  Lacombe  Church  on 
the  Hammond  District. 

AT  RIGHT: 

At  New  Iberia,  Mrs.  Robert  Cates  (left),  outgoing 
president,  gives  the  gavel  to  Mrs.  B.  E.  Fox,  Sr., 
the  new  president  of  United  Methodist  Women.  Ob¬ 
servers  are  Mrs.  Julia  Friend  (right),  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Vera  Marcell  (back  row,  left),  publicity  chair¬ 
woman;  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Harper,  mission  coordinator 
of  Christian  Personhood. 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
HOLD  WORKSHOPS 

The  Shreveport  District  United 
Methodist  Women  had  their  first  dis¬ 
trict-wide  meetings  since  coming  into 
its  new  organization  on  Nov.  27  and 
28,  at  First  Church,  Shreveport.  The 
time  together  was  spent  in  learning 
more  about  the  new  organization  and 
how  the  District  Mission  Team  could 
help  the  local  units. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  27,  7  p.m.  we  gath¬ 
ered  together  for  inspiration,  informa¬ 
tion  and  fellowship.  THE  FOUNDA¬ 
TION  SINGERS,  from  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  fur¬ 
nished  the  inspiration  for  us  in  witness 
and  song. 

The  District  Mission  Coordinators 
and  District  Treasurer  formed  a  panel 
to  bring  information  on  the  work  of 
this  part  of  the  District  Mission  Team. 
The  District  Chairperson  of  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Membership  brought  helpful  in¬ 
formation  to  each  unit  represented  on 
how  to  interest  new  members.  Also 
ways  of  forming  new  interest  groups 
involving  present  membership. 

We  came  together  following  a  re¬ 
freshment  break  in  a  Workshop  plan 
with  the  District  Officers  leading  their 
clinics  and  meeting  with  their  officer 
in  the  local  unit. 

The  program  for  these  meetings  was 
planned  by  the  District  Program  Com¬ 
mittee  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Elsie  Ellis,  district  vice-president. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  29,  9  a.m.  the 
women  gathered  for  the  second  ses¬ 
sion.  The  meeting  opened  with  a  de¬ 
votional  on  “Enthusiasm”  led  by  the 
District  President,  Mrs.  Gardner, 
Mark  Tullos,  director  of  THE  FOUN¬ 
DATION  SINGERS,  and  on  the  staff 
of  the  Louisiana  Moral  &  Civic  Foun¬ 
dation,  shared  information  on  the  work 
being  done  by  The  Foundation  in  the 
area  of  Drugs,  Alcohol  and  Tobacco. 
The  group  closed  this  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  by  singing  their  praise  with  the 
song  “Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit”  led  by 
Mrs.  Joan  Potter,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Martha  Kolemay, 

Mrs.  Thomas,  district  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Johnson,  conference  coordinator, 
Christian  Social  Involvement,  Mrs. 
Walker,  district  coordinator,  Christian 
Global  Concern,  Mrs.  Lemmons,  dis¬ 
trict  coordinator,  Christian  Person- 
hood,  and  Mrs.  Claiborne,  district  co¬ 
ordinator,  Supportive  Community,  of¬ 
fered  additional  help  and  information 


Members  of  United  Methodist  Women  from  First  Church,  Slidell,  journeyed 
to  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  carrying  gifts  made  by 
their  groups  for  the  children.  Gifts  included  dolls,  stuffed  animals,  purses, 
furniture,  sleepwear.  Groups  participating  in  the  project  were  the  Lamp¬ 
lighters  and  the  ‘‘Sew  and  Sews.”  Shown  above,  left  to  right:  Mrs. 
Lucille  Langham,  Mrs.  Polly  Spence,  Mrs.  Mae  Vandiver,  Mrs.  L.  V. 
McGinty,  Mrs.  Rena  Bowden,  Mrs.  Joyce  Lebo,  Mrs.  Gladys  Kennedy,  Mrs. 
Helen  Rugan. 

t 


on  this  part  of  the  responsibilities  in 
our  work. 

Mrs.  Carter,  district  chairperson, 
Committee  on  Membership,  reminded 
the  group  that  oftentimes  you  can  in¬ 
volve  a  person  in  a  short-term  project 
and  then  interest  her  in  joining  the 
United  Methodist  Women. 

The  group  assembled  in  individual 
officer  clinics  and  further  work  on  the 
responsibilities  of  each  member  of  the 
Mission  Team  was  discussed  and 
shared. 

The  evaluation  of  the  meetings  in¬ 
dicated  the  women  all  received  help 
from  the  meetings.  They  appreciated 
the  format  of  the  meeting  and  felt  that 
the  District  Mission  Team  had  been 
of  help  to  them. 

The  District  Mission  Team  is  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  women  for  their  response  to 
the  meetings  both  in  their  presence 
and  their  evaluation. 

The  District  President  is  grateful  to 
the  District  Officers  for  their  help  and 
participation  in  the  meetings  and  to 
the  women  of  the  District  for  their 
encouragement. 

Mrs.  Wiley  B.  Gardner,  President 
Shreveport  District 
United  Methodist  Women 


ALEXANDRIA  CHURCH 
REPORTS  FULL  PROGRAM 

Newman  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Alexandria  has  compiled  a  record 
through  their  active  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  of  events  and  activities  conducted 
during  the  first  9  months  of  this  year. 
K.  M.  Cooper,  chairman  of  the  New¬ 
man  church  Council  on  Ministries  lists 
a  wide  variety  of  events  for  his  church. 

Holy  Week  services  were  held  April 
16-20,  1973,  in  conjunction  with  three 
other  United  Methodist  churches  and 
an  A.M.E.  church  in  Alexandria. 
Newman,  Wesley,  St.  Mark  and  Wilton 
United  Methodist  churches  along  with 
Bethel  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  each  contributed  30  minutes 
to  worship  periods  before  the  eve¬ 
ning  sermon. 

The  Rev.  Nathaniel  Perry,  pastor, 
and  others  attended  a  Sul>District 
Workshop  held  at  Horseshoe  Drive 
church  in  Alexandria  for  Vacation 
Church  School  workers.  Mr.  Perry  was 
the  instructor  for  junior  highs  at  the 
Vacation  Church  &hool  held  in  June. 
A  Youth  Activity  Week  was  held  also, 
climaxing  with  visits  to  the  V.A.  hos¬ 
pital,  during  which  shut-ins  were  en- 


NEW  IBERIA  WOMEN 
INSTALL  OFFICERS 

Pledging,  dedication  and  installation 
of  officers  services  were  held  by  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Women  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Iberia  on 
Nov.  26. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  White  led  the  installation 
service  with  a  program  planned  and 
written  by  Mrs.  H.  M,  Daughenbaugh 
for  the  occasion. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  McMullen,  treasurer,  led 
the  pledge  service.  Each  member 
brou^t  her  pledge  card  to  the  worship 
center,  which  featured  a  globe  of  the 
world  emphasizing  the  global  mission 
of  women’s  work.  The  pledge  to  mis¬ 
sions  for  1974  totaled  $1,200. 

Mrs.  Robert  Cates  and  Mrs.  Beldon 
Fox,  Sr.,  outgoing  and  incoming  presi¬ 
dents  are  shown  above.  The  Rev.  Fred 
A.  Flurry  is  their  pastor. 


TWO  TRAmiNG  WORKSHOPS 
were  held  in  the  New  Orleans 
area  for  officers  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women.  St.  Luke’s  Church 
was  host  to  the  mid-week  program 
on  Wednesday,  Nov.  28.  The 
Brooks  United  Methodist  Church 
held  another  workshop  on  Satur¬ 
day,  Dec.  1. 

THE  REV.  RICHARD  WALTON, 
director  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans,  told 
about  the  new  direction  the  Home 
is  taking  when  he  spoke  in  Ruston, 
Nov.  25,  in  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  Rev.  Malcolm 
Finnell,  associate  pastor,  preach¬ 
ed  at  the  morning  service  in  the 
absence  of  the  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill 
who  was  visiting  Methodist  points 
of  interest  in  England. 


tertained  with  singing. 

A  well-attended  joint  School  of  Mis¬ 
sion  was  sponsored  jointly  by  the  four 
black  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Alexandria.  The  four  churches  also 
combined  efforts  in  an  evangelistic  ser¬ 
vice,  “Four  Nights  For  God,”  in  Sep¬ 
tember. 

Other  annual  events  included  Senior 
Citizens’  Month,  National  Family 
Week,  and  Laity  Day.  Mr.  Cooper  re¬ 
ports  that  there  are  four  organized 
choirs  functioning  in  the  church;  an 
active  Board  of  Communion  Stewards 
and  an  Usher  Board  are  at  work;  altar 
boys  and  girls  are  used  regularly  in  the 
services,  and  the  seasons  of  the  church 
calendar  are  emphasized. 
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LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  23: 
"The  Word  Dwelt  Among  Us" 


ORIENTATION:  This  is  the  fourth  lessmi  in  our 
study  of  the  Go^  of  John.  Since  it  falls  <« 
Christm^  Sunday  it  is  fitting  that  we  give  o«r 
attention  to  what  this  Gospel  says  abwd  the 
s^nlficance  of  the  conung  rtf  JesiK.  The  writer 
does  not  use  the  Wrth  stories  found  in  Matth^ 
and  Luke.  In  his  purpose  to  lead  his  gentile 
audience  into  a  pr^mmd  experience  ol  Jesus 
as  the  Son  of  God,  he  is  more  concerned  with 
how  Jesus  fits  into  their  und^tandiiig  ^  the 
mystery  and  meaning  <rf  life.  The  Scripture 
selection  is  from  the  Prologue,  or  introductimi, 
the  Gospel,  and  is  adapt^  to  the  Gred( 
conceptimi  ^  the  beguining  of  things. 

SCRIPTURE  BACKGROUND;  John  1:1-5;  14-18. 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  The  Word  became  fledi 
and  dwelt  among  us,  full  of  grace  mid  truth; 
we  have  beheld  his  ^ory,  gjory  as  of  the  only 
Son  from  die  Father.— John  1:14 

PURPOSE;  We  sihaQ  try  to  discover  the  full  mean¬ 
ing  and  purpose  of  God,  durough  the  Ckispel 
writer’s  experience,  as  the  birth  of  Christ  re¬ 
veals  the  Father’s  love.  As  we  reexamine  our 
celebration  of  Christmas  to  grow  more  mature 
in  our  activities  and  relationsl^  in  this  H<dy 
Seasmi.  To  find  peace  and  joy  in  the  reaUzatimi 
of  Go^s  concern  for  us.  And  to  be  led  to  a 
deeper  commitment  to  Christ  and  The  King¬ 
dom  of  God. 

iti  *  *  *  * 


THE  CHRISTMAS  SPIRIT 

Spirit  gives  us  a  vague  sense  of  unreality.  But 
we  are  very  much  aware  of  something  that  is  very 
real  when  we  speak  of  the  Christmas  Spirit,  Mood, 
atmosphere,  widely  experienced  emotion,  call  it 
what  you  will,  the  Christmas  Spirit  has  a  powerful 
influence  upon  people  in  a  certain  period  in  the 
calendar.  As  I  remind  myself  of  how  real  this  is,  my 
belief  in  the  words  of  Jesus,  “God  is  Spirit,”  is 

strengthened,  .  ^  .  . 

There  are  times  when  the  joy  of  the  Chnstmas 
season  only  magnifies  the  tragic  and  unlovely  ex¬ 
periences  of  life.  The  pain  of  loneliness  is  sharpened 
for  some  in  the  happy  celebrations  of  strangers. 
This  is  illustrated  for  us  in  an  incident  taken  from 
the  life  of  a  hale  and  hearty  new  resident  of  a  re¬ 
tirement  center.  He  attended  a  nearby  church  for 
the  first  time  and  was  greeted  at  the  close  of  the 
service  by  a  lady  who  extended  her  hand  and  said: 
“Welcome,  you  must  be  from  the  old  folks’  home 
down  the  road.”  To  be  just  one  of  a  npiel^s  group 
emphasizes  the  tragedy  of  loneliness  in  the  loss 
our  identity.  For  some  unavoidable  reason  to  be 
separated  from  family  and  friends  at  Chnstmas  brings 
a  deep  sense  of  loneliness. 

Also,  we  bump  into  the  weary  workers  through 
Christmas  who  dread  the  approach  of  December  and 
end  up  exhausted,  physically  and  spiritually,  on 
Christmas  Day. 

“Keep  Christ  in  Christmas!”  as  a  slogan,  re¬ 
minds  us  of  the  pagan  customs  that  tarnish  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  Christ’s  birthday.  Industry  and  commerce 
promote  the  production  and  sale  of  shoddy  goods 
for  Christmas  consumption  to  make  a  handsome 
profit.  The  greed  of  man  is  fed  by  prospects  of  ex¬ 
orbitant  profits  and  the  true  significance  of  Christ’s 

birth  is  lost.  '  ,  • 

This  is  based  largely  on  the  custom  of  gift-giv¬ 


ing.  In  spite  of  all  the  apparent  evils  and  the  suf¬ 
ferings  of  some,  there  is  still  demonstrated  generos¬ 
ity,  compassion,  and  love  in  our  celebration.  In  de¬ 
crying  the  evils  we  do  not  want  to  lose  sight  of  this. 
Because  God  has  given  of  Himself  and  His  Son,  we 
want  to  share  his  spirit.  We  would  do  well  to  refine* 
purify,  and  promote  the  “Spirit  of  Christmas!” 

CHRIST  AND  CREATION 

In  the  puzzling  question  of  creation,  the  idea  of 
“Logos”  or  “Word”  (reason)  was  used  by  some  to 
explain  how  things  began.  John  appropriates  this 
idea  to  help  men  understand  God  and  Christ.  “In 
the  beginning  was  the  Word  and  the  Word  was  with 
God,  and  the  Word  was  God.  All  things  were  made 
through  him  ...  In  him  was  life,  and  (he  life  was 
the  light  of  men”  (John  1:1-4).  No  one  has  ever 
seen  God  except  through  His  Son,  who  was  with  him 
from  the  beginning  of  things.  Jesus,  then,  is  related 
to  the  whole  creation  process.  “Joy  to  the  World! 
The  Lord  Has  Come!  ...  Let  every  heart  prepare 
him  room!”  we  sing.  In  the  song  of  creation,  joy 
reaches  its  fullest  in  the  revelation  of  God  through 
His  Son.  The  birth  of  Jesus  is  related  to  the  whole 
creation  process  of  God.  It  is  not  an  afterthought 
but  a  continuing  experience  in  creation. 

GOD  IN  HUMAN  FLESH 

The  stories  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  in  Bethlehem 
are  beautiful  narratives  that  stimulate  our  imagina¬ 
tion  and  emotions.  They  are  rich  in  sentiment  and 
appealing  in  suspense  and  fulfillment.  John  has  a 
profound  thought  that  enriches  even  the  beautiful 
birth  stories. 

The  ancient  Greeks  and  others  looked  upon 
human  flesh  as  evil.  The  Gnostics  in  John’s  day 
contended  that  the  presence  of  evil  and  suffering  in 
life  was  explained  by  the  existence  of  matter,  a  pow¬ 
er  or  fact  that  was  in  continuing  warfare  with  God, 
who  was  pure  spirit.  God,  therefore,  could  not  be  a 
part  of  human  flesh  without  being  corrupted  by  it, 
they  argued.  John  challenges  this  heresy  with  the 
proposition,  God  became  flesh  and  lived  among  men 
in  the  form  of  Jesus. 

Jesus  had  been  described  as  one  who  enjoyed 
humanity  to  the  fullest  —  reveled  in  the  joys  of 
physical  life.  “He  (Jesus)  loved  the  humanity  of 
flesh  that  he  touched,  embraced,  handled.  He  was  a 
great  gentle  nurse,  soother  of  flesh  as  well  as  com¬ 
forter  of  spirit.”  (William  Goyen:  A  BOOK  OF 
JESUS,  p.  90).  He  was  criticized  for  eating  and 
drinking  with  sinners.  His  enemies  condemned  him 
for  making  merry  at  wedding  feasts.  And  Jesus  re¬ 
veals  to  us  the  character  of  God.  What  a  sharp  con¬ 
trast  to  the  notion  that  all  flesh  and  matter  is  evil. 

“God  selected  flesh  as  the  ideal  vehicle  for  self- 
expression.  And  there  is  nothing  so  eloquent  as 
flesh.  The  twitching  of  the  lips,  the  pallor  of  the 
countenance,  the  crimsoning  of  the  cheeks,  the  moist¬ 
ening  of  the  eyes  —  these  telltale  signals  are  more 
eloquent  and  more  revealing  than  any  mere  words 
could  possibly  be.  For  they  are  flesh;  and  flesh  is 
the  ideal  medium  of  self-expression.  That  is  why 
God  chose  it.  He  selected  the  one  element  in  hum¬ 
anity  that  He  Himself  did  not  share-.”  (F.  W.  Bore- 
ham  in  THE  DRUMS  OF  DAWN,  quoted  by  Tar- 
bell’s  Teacher’s  Guide,  73-74,  Revell). 

The  first  chapter  of  John’s  Gospel  is  referred  to 
by  William  Barclay  as  one  of  the  “greatest  adven¬ 
tures  of  religious  thought  ever  achieved  by  the  mind 
of  man.”  The  thought  of  God  dwelling  in  flesh  is 
one  that  stimulates  joy  and  triumph  in  our  human 
experience 


JOY  THAT  LEADS  TO  COMMITMENT 

The  late  W.  H.  Auden,  well-known  poet,  was 
interviewed  by  a  television  reporter  shortly  before  he 
died.  In  answer  to  the  reporter’s  question  about  what 
he  thought  of  the  current  tendency  to  “celebrate 
life,”  the  poet  said  he  thought  this  was  fine,  because 
it  was  one  of  the  essential  elements  of  life.  How¬ 
ever,  it  was  progressively  meaningless  without  an¬ 
other  basic  element  of  Kving  called  “work.”  —  For 
“celebrating”  life  has  no  meaning  unless  “work”  or 
achievement  of  some  sort  has  preceded  it.  The  re¬ 
joicing  that  the  coming  of  Christ  brings  to  our  life 
has  meaning  and  fulfillment  when  we  commit  our 
lives  to  his  service.  The  noblest  commitment  is  that 
which  is  given  to  the  highest  value  we  know — God. 
As  he  dwells  among  us  in  His  Son,  we  can  commit 
our  lives  to  him  in  following  and  serving  Christ, 

Commitment  leads  to  a  changed  life,  A  former 
Pennsylvania  State  University  student  returned  to 
the  university  to  make  restitution  for  things  he  had 
stolen  while  in  college,  according  to  a  press  release 
in  October  of  this  year.  He  brought  back  four  tele¬ 
phones  he  had  stolen  and  offered  to  make  restitution 
for  blankets  and  sheets  he  had  taken.  His  explana¬ 
tion  was  that  he  had  turned  Christian. 

THE  LIGHT  STILL  SHINES 

“The  light  shines  in  the  darkness,  and  the  dark¬ 
ness  has  not  overcome  it”  (John  1:5).  A  legend  says 
“All  the  darkness  of  the  world  cannot  put  out  the 
light  of  one  small  candle!”  I  was  disturbed  recently 
to  read  the  answer  of  a  Jewish  rabbi  to  a  Christian 
lady  who  sent  him  tracts  and  tried  to  persuade  him 
to  become  a  Christian.  When  he  spoke  of  the  per¬ 
secution  of  Jews  at  the  hands  of  nominal  Christians 
and  the  other  failings  of  Christianity  I  could  not 
help  sympathizing  with  his  point  of  view  and  asking 
myself  if  we  deserve  to  be  called  followers  of  Christ. 
Can  the  darkness  of  our  deeds  of  selfishness  and 
prejudice  extinguish  the  light  of  Christ?  Will  the 
only  view  some  people  have  of  Christ  be  what  they 
see  in  me? 

A  service  to  ministers  and  public  speakers  dis- 
pusses  the  need  for  a  Christian  to  practice  his  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  unselfishly  serving  others.  “There  has 
been  much  criticism,”  it  says,  “in  recent  years  of 
the  earlier  Christian  missionary  work.  One  place 
where  heavy  criticism  has  fallen  has  been  in  regard 
to  missionary  work  carried  out  among  primitive 
peoples  of  the  islands  of  the  Pacific.  The  modern 
charge  is  that  these  people,  before  they  came  in  con¬ 
tact  with  Christian  missionaries,  were  pure,  fun-lov¬ 
ing,  happy  and  innocent  creatures;  and  that  after 
they  had  come  under  the  influence  of  Christianity 
they  became  withdrawn,  sin-conscious,  unhappy  in¬ 
dividuals.”  But  an  old  European  inhabitant  of  the 
Solomon  Islands,  who  had  lived  there  both  before 
and  after  the  Christians  came  gave  a  different  re¬ 
port.  Before  it  was  a  fearful  place  to  live.  Natives 
never  smiled,  they  were  suspicious  of  each  other, 
and  hate  was  in  everyone’s  eyes.  There  was  at  least 
one  murder  every  day  in  the  islands.  Christianity 
changed  this.  There  was  much  happiness.  Suspicions 
gave  way,  and  love  began  to  replace  old  hatreds. 
When  the  true  Light  of  Christ  shines  upon  a  people, 
all  the  powers  of  darkness  or  evil  cannot  put  it  out. 

NEXT  WEEK:  This  concludes  the  first  Unit  of 
our  lessons.  Next  week  we  begin  a  series  of  six  les¬ 
sons  taken  from  the  Gospel  of  John  which  describes 
“THE  SON  OF  GOD  ACTIVE  AMONG  US.”  The 
first  topic  in  this  second  unit  is:  “Water  for  the 
Thirsty.” 
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From  Our  Readers 


GLAD  TO  SEE  CHURCH 
SPEAK  OUT 

Gentlemen: 

The  surge  of  letters  from  Louisian- 
ans  being  published  in  the  Arkansas 
Methodist  are  baffling  —  concerning 
the  resolution  of  the  Women’s  Board 
passed  on  political  corruption  in 
Washington! 

I  am  glad  to  see  any  part  of  the 
church  speak  out  against  evil.  Such 
action  is  long  past  due.  My  gripe  has 
been  that  Methodists  are  apathetic  and 
let  everything  go. 

Sincerely, 

Helen  Washington  Coycs 

Grover,  Ark. 
t 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  From  our 
Readers  column  appears  in  both  the 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana  editions  of 
The  Methodist.  We  have  received  more 
communications  from  Louisiana,  hence 
more  letters  from  that  state. 

t 


THANK  YOU  NOTE 

The  Louisiana  Methodist: 

Thanks  for  your  printing  of  the  pro¬ 
test  letters.  We  enjoy  your  paper,  espe¬ 
cially  regarding  the  former  pastors  and 
the  Sunday  School  lesson. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  James  Levy,  Sr. 

Slidell,  La. 
t 


FORGIVENESS? 

Dear  Friends: 

When  I  read  Bishop  Crutchfield’s 
message  and  our  editor’s  talk  I  am 
thankful  that  I  belong  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Then  when  I  read 
about  (the  resolution  by)  the  ladies  of 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  passing  a 
resolution  to  impeach  our  President, 

I  wonder  if  (they)  just  repeat  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  instead  of  really  praying 
it,  for  from  (their)  actions  (they)  do 
not  believe  in  forgiveness.  And  if  we 
do  not  forgive,  we  plainly  ask  God  to 
not  forgive  us. 

All  of  us  make  mistakes  ...  he  that 
is  without  sin,  cast  the  first  stone.  May 
God  help  us  to  do  unto  others  as  wc 
wish  to  be  done  by. 

Lola  L.  (Mom)  Graves 
DeRidder,  La. 
t 

ONE  FOR 

To  the  Editor: 

For  the  past  several  weeks  1  have 
been  reading  the  letters  written  by 
United  Methodist  women  condemning 
the  resolution  by  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  favor¬ 
ing  impeachment  of  the  President.  I 
am  a  United  Methodist  womaii,  and 
a  church  employee,  and  I  heartily 
commend  these  women  who  support 
the  impeachment  move.  1  feel  that  it 
is  in  the  best  interest  of  our  country 
to  remove  Richard  Nixon  from  office, 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Kathy  Webb 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

.  t 


NO  HELL’S  ANGELS,  THESE  -  Steve  Medarac  (right)  gets  some  pointers 
from  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jack  Dunlop.  Both  are  members  of  a  newly- 
formed  motorcycle  club  at  the  Moravia  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  New 
Castle,  Pa.  A  church  elder  and  ‘‘biker”  suggested  the  club  and  his 
fellow  elders  said  “why  not?’’  Mr.  Dunlop,  who  has  ridden  a  cycle  for 
11  years,  enthusiastically  backed  the  idea  and  the  club  was  born.  The 
club  meets  weekly  and  members  ride  out  to  a  strip  mine  area  and  compete 
•  in  motorcross  and  racing  tests.  Club  members  range  in  age  from  10  to  42. 
“There’s  no  great  theological  reasoning  behind  formation  of  the  club, 
says  the  minister.  “1  guess  you  could  say  we’re  promoting  safety  along 
with  fellowship.’’  Or,as  one  local  sage  has  put  it:  “VRRRROOOMMMM, 
make  ROOOOMMMM  for  Christians  on  wheels  .  .  .’’  (RNS  Photo) 


Scout  ousted  for  lack  of  faith 


HANOVER,  Me.  —  Donald  J. 
Taylor  talks  with  his  son,  Oaude,  after 
the  youngster  was  not  allowed  to  con¬ 
tinue  as  a  member  of  a  Cub  Scout 
pack  in  Hanover,  Me.,  because  he  had 
crossed  the  word  “God”  out  of  the 
Scout  Promise  on  his  application. 

Mr.  Taylor,  an  author  and  former 
educator  at  Columbia  University,  said 
he  and  his  son  did  not  feel  the  decision 
to  oust  Claude  from  the  Rumford 
Point  Cub  Pack  was  fair  because  the 
the  10-year-old  boy  belonged  to  the 
Cub  pack  for  more  than  a  year  before 
he  was  rejected  as  unfit  for  member¬ 
ship.  Describing  himself  as  an  atheist, 
Mr.  Taylor  said  that  “the  Scouts  are 
not  a  religious  organization”  and  “arc 
very  much  afraid  they  are  going  to 
anger  or  antagonize  some  minister  or 


another  and  be  denied  their  meeting 
place.” 

Boy  Scout  officials  in  Maine  say 
they  are  “very  concerned”  about  the 
publicity  surrounding  their  rejection  of 
the  boy.  In  a  statement,  the  executive 
board  of  the  Pine  Tree  Council,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  said  that  “The  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  maintains  that  no 
boy  can  grow  into  the  best  kind  of 
citizen  without  recognizing  his  obliga¬ 
tion  to  God.” 

Pointing  out  that  membership  in  the 
Scouts  was  voluntary,  the  board  stated 
that  “young  men  who  do  not  believe 
that  they  can  adhere  to  the  principles 
of  the  organization  need  not  join.” 
(RNS  Photo). 
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Prisoners  ‘suffer  for  all  our 
sins’  says  Dr.  Menninger 


OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  (UMC) 
— In  the  wake  of  the  nation’s  most 
costly  prison  riot,  more  than  650  Okla¬ 
homans  were  called  together  recently 
through  the  efforts  of  an  Oklahoma 
City  United  Methodist  Church  to  con¬ 
sider  the  consequences  and  future  of 
the  state’s  corrections  system. 

Sponsored  by  31  local,  state  and  na¬ 
tional  organizations,  the  unique  “Crisis 
in  Corrections  Seminar”  held  at  the 
Church  of  the  Servant,  sought  to  pro¬ 
ject  directions  for  the  upcoming  legis¬ 
lative  session  beginning  Jan.  8.  The 
Oklahoma  prison  at  McAlester  was  al¬ 
most  completely  destroyed  during  riots 
in  July. 

Guest  speakers  for  the  one-day 
seminar  included  Dr.  Karl  Menninger 
of  the  Menninger  Foundation,  Topeka, 
Kans.,  who  told  the  participants  that 
incarcerating  law-breakers  in  prisons 
has  become  almost  a  “symbolic  moral¬ 
ity  play.” 

“They  are  put  in  prisons  to  show 
the  rest  of  us  what  would  happen  if 
we  got  caught,”  Dr.  Menninger  said. 
“If  400  of  you  today  went  out  and 
committed  your  ‘pet’  crime,  only  two 
percent  or  eight  would  ever  serve  a 
prison  sentence.  Our  correction  sys¬ 
tem  allows  this  small  percentage  to 


suffer  for  all  our  sins.” 

The  80-year-old  psychiatrist  and 
author  of  the  recent  ^ok.  The  Crime 
of  Punishment,  said  American  society 
h  guilty  of  “not  caring  a  damn  what 
hapjjens  to  these  people  when  we  do 
put  them  in  prison.” 

Oklahoma  Governor  David  Hall  was 
the  keynote  speaker  for  the  seminar, 
believed  to  be  the  largest  meeting  con¬ 
cerning  penal  reform  in  the  state’s  his¬ 
tory. 

The  atmosphere  in  the  seminar  be¬ 
came  charged  early  in  the  afternoon 
when  panel  moderator  Jerry  Sokolosky 
invited  an  ex-convict  who  had  served 
time  in  Oklahoma’s  prison  system  to 
speak.  The  ex-convict  observed  that 
most  meetings  dealing  with  penal  re¬ 
form  eliminate  the  convict.  “No  one 
ever  asks  us  to  suggest  w^ays  the  cor¬ 
rections  system  might  be  changed,”  he 
said.  Critical  of  de-humanizing  ways 
prisons  are  run,  he  said  most  prisoners 
are  looking  for  ways  to  have  some  in¬ 
put  into  their  destiny. 

Co-chairmen  of  the  seminar  from 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Servant  were  Dr.  Kent  Potts  and  Pub¬ 
lic  Defender  Rees  Evans.  Ministers  of 
the  church  are  the  Rev.  Norman 
Neaves  and  the  Rev.  Bob  Gregory. 
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GCFA  meets,  cites  progress, 
allocates  and  rejects  funds 


NEW  ORLEANS,  La.  (UMC)  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  church’s  general 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  (CFA)  was  held  Nov.  26-28  in 
New  Orleans,  La.  CFA  General  Secre¬ 
tary  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  also  general 
treasurer  of  the  church, ’report^  that 
substantial  progress  was  being  made  in 
carrying  out  fiscal  responsibilities  as¬ 
signed  CFA  by  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

One  example  cited  was  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  treasury  functions  for 
three  program  agencies  whereby  it  will 
be  possible  in  1974  to  eliminate 
charges  of  $47,000  to  the  agencies  for 
these  functions.  This  is  l^cause  of 
economies  of  centralization  and  earn¬ 
ings  from  short  term  investments. 

In  actions  relating  to  denominatioh- 
al  finances,  the  CFA  allocated  $25,000 
in  additional  funds  to  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  for  each  remaining  year 
of  the  quadrennium  for  service  to  age 
level  and  family  ministry  coordinators. 
The  Board  of  Discipleship  has  origin¬ 
ally  asked  $157,000  for  this  work  and 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  had 
recommended  that  .the  funds  be  found 
from  within  the  board’s  present  budget. 

A  request  of  $10,000  annually  for 
the  next  three  years  from  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Archives  and  History  for  use 
in  its  projected  move  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  was  rejected,  as  was  $5,000 
for  a  news  letter  for  the  Bishops’  Call 
for  Peace  and  the  Self  Development  of 
Peoples.  Also  turned  down  was  a  re¬ 
quest  from  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  Division  on  Ecumenical  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns  that  the  balance 
in  its  contingency  reserve  fund  at  the 
end  of  this  year,  an  estimated  $20,000 
be  allocated  to  the  World  Council  of 


Ms.  Martha  Man,  staff  writer  for  the 
Dallas  Times  Herald,  will  succeed 
the  Rev.  Leonard  M.  Perryman  as 
news  director  of  the  New  York 
Office  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Jan.  15.  In  her  new 
position,  Ms.  Man  will  be  based  in 
New  York  with  offices  at  the  Inter¬ 
church  Center,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
and  will  have  major  responsibility 
for  coverage  of  the  world-wide 
activities  of  the  church’s  largest 
Unit,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Perryman  recently  transferred  to 
Dayton,  Ohio,  to  become  associate 
editor  of  The  Interpreter,  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  monthly  program 
journal. 
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Churches  to  help  that  agency  meet  its 
emergency  financial  crisis. 

Approved  was  a  request  for  solici¬ 
tation  of  funds  by  persons  interested 
in  the  restoration  of  Wesley  Chapel  in 
London,  England,  and  by  ^arritt  Col¬ 
lege,  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  Staff  Pension  Fund  administered 
by  the  General  Board  of  Pensions  was 
approved  as  the  official  pension  plan 
for  all  general  boards  and  agencies. 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  which  has  its  own  plan,  will  bo 
the  only  exception. 

BISHOPS  ENSLEY,  CRUTCHFIELD 
ADDRESS  COUNCIL 

Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  president  of  CFA,  told  the 
agency  that  he  is  “much  concerned 
over  the  way  in  which  World  Service 
funds  are  declining.”  “As  a  church  we 
aren’t  giving  as  sacrificially  as  we  once 
did  to  this  cause,”  he  noted. 

World  Service  is  the  basic  program 
fund  of  the  denomination  with  an  an¬ 
nual  goal  this  quadrennium  of  $23,- 
500,000.  As  of  October  31,  a  total  of 
$13,474,374  has  been  received  for 
1974. 

Addressing  a  dinner  session  of  CFA, 


NEW  ORLEANS,  La.  (UMC)  — 
Expansion  of  the  United  Methodist 
insurance  plan  adopted  earlier  this 
year  by  the  church’s  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  (CFA)  was 
approved  by  that  agency  at  its  annual 
meeting  here  Nov,  26-28. 

Added  to  the  earlier  programs  of 
general  coverage  and  workmen’s  com* 
pensation  available  to  local  churches 
and  institutions  will  be  personal,  auto¬ 
mobile,  homeowners  and  accident  in¬ 
surance  available  to  all  ministers  and 
full-time  lay  employees  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation, 

Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co.,  New  York, 
brokers  for  the  general  insurance  plan 
and  the  workmen’s  compensation,  also 
will  be  brokers  for  the  new  programs. 

“We  cannot  say  that  the  premiums 
on  the  new  coverages  will  be  lower,  or 
even  competitive,  in  all  rating  territor¬ 
ies,”  Paul  Adrian,  Smolan,  Kans., 
chairman  of  the  CFA  insurance  com¬ 
mittee,  said.  “We  do  know,  however, 
that  the  program  will  offer  excellent 
coverage  and  service  at  a  premium  that 
will  be  attractive  in  many  areas  of  the 
country.” 

As  in  the  case  of  the  earlier  cover¬ 
ages,  the  personal,  automobile  and 
homeowners  insurance  will  be  placed 
through  local  agents  who  will  receive 
a  ten  per  cent  commission.  The  acci¬ 
dent  insurance  will  be  handled  directly 
through  the  Hall  company. 

Explanatory  material  will  be  sent  to 
all  ministers  and  lay  employees  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Reviewing  the  general  and  work¬ 
men’s  compensations  programs,  the 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of  the 
Louisiana  Area  said  that  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  the  “most  obedient,  disci¬ 
plined  people  anywhere,”  but -that  he 
thought  the  church’s  financial  support 
would  be  increased  by  giving  local 
churches  more  voice  in  how  their  con¬ 
tributions  are  allocated. 

The  bishop  voiced  deep  concern  at 
actions  of  some  church  agencies  in 
adopting  resolutions,  such  as  those  of 
two  units  recently  calling  for  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  impeachment  proceedings 
against  President  Nixon,  and  said  that 
“society  isn’t  going  to  listen  to  us  and 
our  resolutions  much  longer.”  He  also 
urged  the  church  to  “move  out  and 
find  where  needs  are  rather  than  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  demonstrators  to  come  to 
us.” 

A  “new  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,”  reports  of  youth  returning  “in 
great  numbers”  to  the  church,  and 
“new  strivings  in  the  field  of  evan¬ 
gelism”  were  seen  by  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  as  reasons  for  optimism  by 
churchmen. 

The  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  will  hold  its  next  annual 
hieeting,  Dec.  2-4,  1974,  in  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas. 
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CFA  was  told  that  more  than  $1,000,- 
000  in  coverage  now  has  been  written 
on  more  than  400  churches  and  four- 
general  agencies.  More  than  6,000 
quotations  have  been  issued  to  interes¬ 
ted  local  congregations. 

John  A.  Kraeutler,  an  assistant  vice- 
president  of  Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co.,  said 
that  savings  in  premium  costs  to 
churches  and  agencies  entering  the 
plan  over  previous  coverage  have  total¬ 
ed  some  $200,000. 

It  also  was  reported  that  in  addition 
to  these  savings,  many  churches  have 
been  motivated  by  the  program  to  re¬ 
evaluate  their  coverages  and,  while  they 
have  not  entered  the  CFA-sponsored 
plan,  have  been  able  to  effect  lower 
premiums  through  other  companies. 
One  church  is  saving  about  $900  per 
year  this  way. 

Other  churches  are  obtaining  cover¬ 
age  through  the  CFA  plan  that  have 
not  been  able  to  get  protection  before, 
or  are  covered  for  special  perils  such 
as  hurricanes. 

Also  available  to  churches  that 
choose  to  use  it  is  an  appraisal  service 
that  is  expected  to  cost  not  more  than 
$60  in  most  cases.  The  insured 
churches  do  not  have  to  use  this  ser¬ 
vice,  nor  are  they  bound  to  insure  for 
the  appraisal  figure. 

In  his  report,  R.  Bryan  Brawner, 
general  secretary  of  CFA  and  general 
treasurer  of  the  church,  said  that  while 
there  is  much  interest  in  the  insurance 
program,  there  also  has  been  severe 
criticism  in  some  places  by  state  regu¬ 
latory  groups  and  independent  insur¬ 
ance  agents. 


Toge  Fujihira 


Veteran  Methodist 
photographer  dies 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Toge  Fuji¬ 
hira,  staff  photographer  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
in  New  York,  died  suddenly  Wednes¬ 
day  afternoon,  Nov.  28,  in  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia.  He  was  57. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  on 
a  special  assignment  for  the  United 
Church  of  Canada. 

As  the  Board’s  photographer  since 
1942  Mr.  Fujihira  was  a  quiet,  unas¬ 
suming  “artist  with  a  camera”  who 
was  equally  adept  at  photographing 
people,  churches,  community  projects 
or  football  teams.  He  had  been  to 
nearly  every  area  of  the  “free  world” 
— Latin  America,  Africa,  Asia,  includ¬ 
ing  such  infrequently  covered  countries 
as  Nepal,  Okinawa,  or  Vietnam,  be¬ 
fore  the  war. 

He  also  free-lanced  for  many  other 
Protestant  denominations,  and  his 
work  has  appeared  in  numerous  church 
and  secular  publications. 

Born  in  Seattle,  he  came  to  New 
York  in  1938  and  worked  as  a  pho¬ 
tographer  for  the  Japanese- American 
News,  a  weekly  newspaper  that  folded 
with  the  advent  of  World  War  II. 

Mr.  Fujihira  was  in  New  Orleans 
during  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting  last  October  and  did  the  pho¬ 
tography  for  the  special  page  on  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  last  weeks  edition  of  The 
Louisiana  Methodist. 

Mr.  Fujihira  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mitsu,  of  Roslyn  Heights,  Long  Is¬ 
land,  where  they  both  resided;  a  son, 
Donald,  26,  who  is  a  law  student  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
daughter,  Kay,  a  graduate  student  in 
Asian  Studies  at  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Ann  Arbor. 

Other  include  his  brothers.  Tod,  of 
Little  Neck,  L.  I.,  and  Shiro  and  Mako, 
of  Seattle,  Washington  and  a  sister, 
Mrs.  Yoshi  Nakashima,  of  El  Cajon, 
Calif. 

Memorial  services  were  held  for  Mr. 
Fujihira  at  Roslyn  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  2 
at  3  p.m.,  and  in  the  Chapel  of  the  In¬ 
terchurch  Center,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
on  Wednesday,  Dec.  5,  at  1:30  p.m. 
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Insurance  plan  expanded, 
400  churches  covered 


Latest  report  on  U.S.  United  Methodism  reveals  .  .  . 

Expenditures  up,  membership 
and  attendance  down 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Mem¬ 
bership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States  is  now 
10,192,265. 

In  announcing  the  figure  Nov.  21, 
the  denomination’s  statistical  office 
said  that  it  is  a  decrease  of  142,256 
from  a  year  ago.  In  addition  to  the 
full  members,  there  are  1,669,736  pre¬ 
paratory  members. 

Total  expenditures  for  all  church 
causes  in  fiscal  1972  were  a  record 
$885,708,000,  on  an  adjusted  basis, 
an  increase  of  $42,605,000  from  fiscal 
1971,  or  5.1  per  cent.  The  financial 
summary  is  on  an  adjusted  basis  be¬ 
cause  not  all  the  denomination’s  an¬ 
nual  conferences  are  on  a  calendar 
year  fiscal  period,  according  to  R. 
Bryan  Brawner,  general  treasurer  of 
the  church. 

Other  statistics  show  an  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  3,631,261  at  the  principal 
weekly  worship  service  in  the  39,395 
local  churches,  a  decrease  of  67,911 
from  a  year  ago.  The  number  of  or¬ 


ganized  churches  is  a  decline  of  231. 

Church  school  membership  fell  213,- 
464  to  a  total  of  5,166,683.  Average 
attendance  in  educational  programs 
was  $2,866,645,  a  decrease  of  119,- 
589. 

The  value  of  churches,  parsonages, 
other  property  and  equipment  was  re¬ 
ported  at  $6,576,006,234,  an  increase 
of  $320,930,560.  Indebtedness  on  such 
property  decreased  by  $22,547,364  to 
$571,328,684.  Capital  improvements 
totaled  $207,479,000  on  an  adjusted 
basis,  an  increase  of  about  $8,000,000. 

Salaries  paid  pastors,  and  other  re¬ 
lated  expenses,  totaled  $262,171,000 
on  the  adjusted  basis,  an  increase  of 
some  $14,000,000. 

Of  the  total  local  church  expendi¬ 
tures  of  $885,708,000,  $46,715,789 
went  to  support  church  programs  at 
the  general  level,  or  about  5.27  per 
cent,  the  remainder  going  for  local, 
district,  annual  conference  and  juris¬ 
dictional  expense  items. 
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Perkins^  SMU  host 
Black  Convocation 

Representatives  from  five  boards  of 
Ministry  and  Cabinets  within  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  have  just  concluded 
a  unique  consultation  on  the  Recruit¬ 
ment  and  Enlistment  of  Black  Qergy. 
Meeting  at  the  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  the  consultation 
focused  upon  the  need  for  developing 
effective  strate^  to  deal  with  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  the  dwindling  supply  of  black 
ministers  within  the  Church;  and  was 
a  follow-up  of  a  previous  gathering  in 
early  October  initiated  by  Boards  of 
Ministry  from  Louisiana  and  Texas  in 
association  with  the  Seminary. 

A  broad  range  agenda  was  devel¬ 
oped  by  the  consultation,  including  a 
discussion  of  racism  within  the  Church 
and  the  implications  of  merger  ar¬ 
rangements  which  brought  former  sep¬ 
arate  black  and  white  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences  together.  Several  important  de¬ 
cisions  emerged  out  of  this  meeting. 

The  consultation  acknowledged  its 
authority  and  responsibility  through 
representatives  from  Boards  of  Minis¬ 
try  and  Cabinets  and  decided  to  nomi- 


CENTENARY  STUDENT 
SEMI-FINALIST 

A  Centenary  College  mathematics 
and  physics  major,  Calvin  Head  of 
Sulphur,  La.,  has  been  selected  as  a 
semi-finalist  in  the  Louisiana  selection 
for  the  Rhodes  Scholarship. 

He  will  be  interviewed  by  the  state 
selection  committee  in  New  Orleans, 
Wednesday,  Dec.  12,  at  which  time 
two  students  from  the  state  will  be 
selected  to  compete  in  the  Gulf  Region 
competition.  Four  young  men  will  then 
be  selected  from  the  six-state  area  for 
the  coveted  Rhodes  Scholarships  to  the 
University  of  Oxford  in  England. 

Head  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jesse  G.  Head,  Sulphur,  La.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Alpha  Chi  academic 
fraternity,  ODK  scholastic  fraternity, 
a  member  of  the  varsity  tennis  team, 
a  member  of  the  Honor  Court  and  a 
resident  adviser  in  the  boy’s  dormitor¬ 
ies.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Sulphur  High 
School  and  will  receive  his  bachelors 
degree  from  Centenary  this  year. 

The  two  students  from  Louisiana 
selected  to  compete  in  the  regional 
selection  will  be  announced  following 
the  interviews  in  New  Orleans  next 
week. 
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Mrs.  Jewel  Peak  (right)  presents  certificate  of  appreciation  to  workers  in 
the  Denham  Springs  Church  for  outstanding  leadership  during  the  year 
1973.  Left  to  right,  the  Rev.  Carey  Martin,  pastor,  Mrs.  Jo  Roberts,  and 
Mrs.  Heula  Fouse. 


Four  young  adult  counselors  at  Denham  Springs  First  Church  received 
certificates  of  appreciation  from  Mrs.  Jewel  Peak,  chairman  of  that 
church’s  Council  on  Ministries.  FROM  LEFT;  Miss  Mary  Lou  Graham, 
Joey  Lobeli,  Miss  Lee  Ellen  DeLaune  and  Jim  DeLaune. 


AT  RIGHT:  Junior  high  UMYs 
at  Franklin  United  Methodist 
Church  who  participated  in 
a  recent  weekend  "spiritual 
retreat"  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  "to  know  God  better." 
The  program  included  discus¬ 
sion  groups,  meditations,  and 
recreation.  Miss  Kathi 

Breazeale  is  youth  director 
and  choir  minister.  The  Rev. 
C.  R.  McCammon  is  pastor. 


nate  a  Steering  Committee  of  lay  per¬ 
sons  and  clergy  to  develop  goals  and 
guidelines  for  the  task  of  recruitment, 
enlistment,  and  training  of  black 
church  leadership. 

The  consultation  approved  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  task  force  to  develop  a  pro¬ 
file  of  black  churches  and  black  leader¬ 
ship  potential  in  consultation  wi^h  an 
outstanding  research  specialist. 

It  voted  to  encourage  Bishops  to 
give  financial  assistance  to  designated 
•'■epresentatives  from  Boards  of  Minis¬ 
try  and  Cabinets  to  the  upcoming  Na¬ 
tional  Consultation  “Evangelism:  The 
Total  Ministry  of  The  Black  Church 
to  the  Black  Community”  which  was 
held  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  Dec  10- 
13,  1973. 


Laugh  and  the  Bible  laughs  with  you,”  was  the  theme  of  a  skit 
presented  recently  by  the  youth  of  the  UMYF  at  Iowa.  The  Rev 
John  Sayes  is  the  pastor  of  the  group  shown  here. 
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In  action 
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COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 


Alexandria,  Novennber  30  —  December  1 

Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist  Church 


Reviewing  agenda  for  the  Council  meeting  are 
(from  left)  standing;  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
superintendent.  Lake  Charles  District;  Cecil  E. 
Bland,  Jr.,  associate  Council  director.  Seated; 
the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  Council  co-director;  Dr. 
George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  First  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
chairman  of  the  Council;  and  the  Rev.  John  B. 
Koelemay,  chaplain,  Methodist  Hospital,  New 
Orleans,  council  secretary. 


PRIORITY 


Dinner  was  prepared  and  served  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women  of  Alexandria’s 
Horseshoe  Drive  Church,  which  hosted  the 
meeting. 


PRIORITY 


Presenting  procedure  for  determining 
and  pursuing  priorities  for  ministry 
are  (standing)  the  Rev.  Donald  C. 
Cottrill,  associate  Council  director 
(left)  and  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton, 
Council  co-director. 
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Forty-three  members  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 
were  present  for  the  priority-setting  session. 


Small  groups  select  priorities  from  lists 
gathered  from  local  churches,  the  bishop. 
Conference  boards  and  agencies,  district 
councils  and  district  superintendents. 


Enjoying  the  sunshine  during  a  break  are  (from  left) 
Cecil  E.  Bland,  Jr.,  Conference  co-director;  Dr.  J.  Wood- 
row  Hearn,  Lake  Charles  District  superintendent;  and 
Thomas  H.  Matheny,  Conference  lay  leader. 


Reporting  on  short-range 
goals  were  (left)  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher, 
pastor  at  Wi Iton-Wesley, 
Alexandria;  and  (right) 
the  Rev.  Roy  E.  Mbuser, 
pastor  of  Mangum  Memo¬ 
rial,  Shreveport. 
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Methodist  Hospital  to  expand 


Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 
has  awarded  a  $50,000  contract  to  El- 
lerbe  Associates,  Inc.  and  its  subsidi¬ 
ary,  Landmark  Development  Corp,  of 
Bloomington,  Minn,,  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  master  plan  to  improve  and 
enlarge  hospital  facilities  in  an  anti¬ 
cipated  $80  million  expansion  pro¬ 
gram  according  to  M.  Kenneth  Schor, 
president,  Board  of  Directors. 

This  is  the  first  step  in  the  design 
and  construction  of  facilities  which 
would  double  the  size  of  the  hospital 
to  accommodate  400  beds  Mr.  Schor 
explained.  Construction  contracts  arc 
expected  to  be  signed  within  the  next 
six  months. 

The  first  phase  of  the  program,  to 
be  completed  by  late  1975,  is  expected 
to  include  an  additional  four  floors 
with  200  acute  patient  beds,  an  en¬ 
larged  emergency  room,  administrative 
offices,  x-ray  laboratory,  heart  station 
and  catherization  laboratory,  intensive 
care,  coronary  care,  respiratory  ther- 
apy,  physical  therapy,  surgery  and  elec¬ 
troencephalography.  Long  range  mas¬ 
ter  plans  will  call  for  approximately 
800  acute  beds  with  extended  and  long 


term  care  facilities. 

Paul  Bjork,  the  hospital’s  executive 
director  stated  that  the  program  is  be¬ 
ing  developed  in  response  to  growth  of 
the  New  Orleans  East  community 
which  Methodist  serves. 

“The  population  of  this  area  has  in¬ 
creased  almost  100  percent  in  the  past 
ten  years,”  he  explained.  “The  Meth¬ 
odist  Trustees  conducted  an  in-depth 
study  in  1971  which  together  with  re¬ 
cent  indices  demonstrate  the  need  to 
provide  additional  health  facilities  with 
expedience. 

“Plans  will  be  presented  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  state  and  area  health  agen¬ 
cies  for  approval  prior  to  construc¬ 
tion,”  the  director  said.  “And  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  financial  requirements  will 
be  satisfied  through  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions,  operating  revenues  and  pri¬ 
vate  financing.” 

Celebrating  its  fifth  anniversary  of 
patient  care  this  year,  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  is  presently  a  180-bed  commun¬ 
ity  hospital  located  in  New  Orleans 
East. 
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■‘Gloi'y  be  unto  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  to  men.” 


Soloists  for  Dec.  9  presentation  of  Saint-Saens’  “Christmas  Oratorio’’  at 
First  Church,  Alexandria.  Left  to  right,  Ralph  Dowden,  Owen  Brown,  Mrs. 
Janell  Luno,  Mrs.  Karen  Frey  and  Miss  Mary  Beth  Williams.  The  sacred 
Work  was  directed  by  Dorman  Clayton  and  accompanied  by  Organist,  Mrs. 
Merle  Vahikamp.  (Photo  by  Ethel  Holloman,  TOWN  TALK  staff) 
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Notice  for  called  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

There  will  be  a  special  one -day  called  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  March  2,  1974.  The  session  will  open  at  8:45  a .m . 
in  the  sanctuary  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
with  Dr.  Dana  Dawson  as  host  pastor  and  Dr.  Robert  Crichlow  as  host 
district  superintendent.  The  purpose  of  the  conference  is  three -fold; 

(1)  To  consider  ratification  of  the  charter  and  new  articles  of 
incorporation  of  the  LaFon  home,  and  to  explain  the  relationships 
involved . 

(2)  To  receive  the  property  and  facilities  of  the  INN  in  Shreveport 
as  a  gift  and  to  consider  the  recommendation  of  the  disposal  of  same 
to  the  advantage  of  the  projects  in  Louisiana  formerly  sponsored  by  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 

(3)  To  receive  the  report  of  the  Structure  Study  Committee  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Annual  conference  eighteen  months  ago. 

Delegates  to  this  session  are  automatically  the  same  delegates  who 
served  at  the  Annual  conference  of  1973  unless  their  successors  should 
be  elected  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Book  of  Discipline . 

It  is  hoped  that  the  called  session  wiU  be  concluded  by  midaftemoon. 
A  later  communication  to  all  delegates,  giving  the  full  report  of  the 
matters  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  conference  will  be  mailed  at  least  thirty 
days  prior  to  the  session. 


Board  of  Laity  holds  annual  meet 


by  Cecil  Bland 

“The  Methodist  church  is  growing 
again.” 

This  is  the  word  of  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield,  principal  speaker  at  the 
annual  winter  meeting  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  the  Laity,  held  recently 
in  Alexandria.  The  Bishop  spoke  at  the 
Saturday  evening  banquet  during  the 
weekend  meeting  of  the  board.  He  went 
on  to  say  that  all  indications  point  to  a 
definite  rise  in  membership  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  by  the  end  of 
this  year,  which  is  a  definite  reverse 
to  the  trend  in  the  past  several  years. 
This  in  spite  of  deaths,  transfers  and 
the  cleaning  of  local  church  rolls. 

Tom  Matheny,  conference  lay  lead¬ 
er  from  Hammond,  presided  at  the 
meeting.  A  special  guest  was  John 
Hereford,  who  formerly  occupied  the 
position  of  associate  director  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  now  held  by 
Cecil  Bland.  Mr.  Hereford  was  re¬ 
cently  elected  treasurer  of  the  new 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  which 
combines  many  of  the  functions  and 
services  previously  handled  by  the  for¬ 
mer  General  Boards  of  Laity,  Educa¬ 
tion,  and  Evangelism. 

A  training  session  for  district  lay 
leaders  led  by  Mr.  Hereford  and  Hu¬ 
bert  Blanchard  of  Sulphur  was  another 
feature.  This  was  such  a  success  that  a 
weekend  workshop  for  district  lay 
leaders  is  being  planned  for  February, 
and  future  plans  calls  for  the  district 
lay  leaders  to  get  together  for  a  sharing 
session  during  each  of  the  coming 


Board  of  Laity  meetings  scheduled  an¬ 
nually. 

Other  concerns  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  held  up  to  the  group  were:  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  the  Spanish  Sp>eaking  Ministry 
in  New  Orleans,  the  recent  Lay  Wit¬ 
ness  Mission  to  Mexico,  and  the  drive 
by  the  1000  Club  of  the  Conference  to 
double  its  membership  by  next  year. 

Cecil  Bland  outlined  a  series  of  dis¬ 
trict-wide  training  workshops  for  local 
church  lay  leaders  to  be  scheduled  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  three  weeks  in  February, 
1974.  It  was  pointed  out  that  there 
was  a  strong,  continuing  need  for  this 
training,  since  the  office  of  charge 
(local  church)  lay  leader  was  misun¬ 
derstood  in  many  areas,  and  that  in¬ 
formation  and  training  on  the  duties, 
responsibilities  of  this  j)osition  were 
sorely  needed. 

Please  turn  to  page  2 


PLEASE  NOTE 

As  this  will  be  the  last  issue 
printed  from  the  Little  Rock  of¬ 
fice,  correspondents  are  asked  to 
send  all  news  items  and  other 
communications  to  THE  LOUI¬ 
SIANA  METHODIST,  P.  O. 
Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104. 

Sunday  School  lessons  for  Dec. 
30  and  Jan.  6  appear  on  pages 
8  and  9  of  this  issue.  Bible  read¬ 
ings  for  the  period  from  Dec.  23 
through  Jan.  6  may  be  found  on 
page  6, _ 


Discussing  the  first  steps  in  an  anticipated  $80  million  expansion  pro¬ 
gram  for  Methodist  Hospital  are  left  to  right:  Charles  E.  McHale,  Jr., 
hospital  attorney;  the  Rev.  John  Koelemay,  director  of  development;  M. 
Kenneth  Schor,  president,  Board  of  Managers,  and  Paul  A.  Bjork,  execu¬ 
tive  director.  Contracts  have  been  signed  with  Ellerbe  Associates,  Inc., 
for  the  development  of  a  master  plan  to  enlarge  and  improve  existing 
hospital  facilities. 
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Ruston  District 
laity  banquet 


Marcus  Wren,  Ruston  District  lay 
leader;  Whitney  Dough,  guest  speak¬ 
er,  and  District  Superintendent 
Ralph  Cain  at  annual  district  ban¬ 
quet  held  at  First  Church,  Minden. 


Hale  Shadow  calls  for  the  Howard 
Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Offering 
which  met  the  $300  goal  for  the 
district.  The  fund  helps  pay  tuition 
to  Centenary  College  for  qualified 
young  ladies  who  wish  a  career  in 
Christian  service. 


The  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson  (left), 
pastor  and  Herschel  Sharpe  of 
Eros  United  Methodist  Church, 
accept  the  plaque  recognizing  Eros 
as  the  District  Church  of  the  year. 


from  page  one 
LAITY  BOARD 

A  report  of  the  Howard  L.  Daughen¬ 
baugh  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund  for 
young  ladies  to  attend  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  to  pursue  a  career  in  Christian 
service  showed  that  only  two  girls  are 
presently  on  the  scholarship;  that  a 
survey  of  the  program  will  be  made  by 
the  executive  committee  of  the  board, 
and  a  report  made  at  the  next  board 
meeting. 

A  subject  causing  much  discussion 
was  the  announcement  that  the 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST,  long 
published  in  Arkansas  was  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  as  of  the  first  of 
the  new  year.  The  new  editor  will  be 
Cecil  Bland  of  the  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  Office.  The  new  paper  will  be  in  a 
new  style,  a  four-page,  full-size  news¬ 
paper  with  Louisiana  Conference  news 
on  the  first  page,  and  editorials,  arti¬ 
cles  and  national  news  on  the  other 
three.  This  is  the  style  of  the  UNITED 
METHODIST  REPORTER,  a  news¬ 
paper  that  is  presently  serving  19  other 
Conferences. 

Concern  was  voiced'  over  the  re¬ 
moving  of  the  Sunday  school  lesson 
from  the  paper,  which  under  the  new 
arrangement,  will  not  be  provided  for, 
due  to  space  limitations.  The  board 
moved  that  a  request  be  made  that  the 
lesson  be  retained. 

John  Tubb,  Alexandria  district  lay 
leader,  reported  on  the  trend  in  Lay 
Witness  Missions  and  the  Angola  Pris¬ 
on  Ministry  of  the  Board;  He  said  that 
Missions  in  the  white  churches,  that  is, 
United  Methodist  churches,  were  be¬ 
coming  fewer,  but  that  he  expected 
more  to  be  held  in  the  black  United 
Methodist  Churches.  Other  denomina¬ 
tions,  which  started  later,  are  holding 
more  at  this  time.  It  was  reported  that 
these  seem  to  work  in  cycles;  that  in 
three  years,  or  So,  there  would  be  &n 
upsurge. 

Mr.  Tubb  reported  on  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  the  Angola  Prison  Ministry,  It 
was  extremely  difficult  for  the  people 
of  the  church  who  wished  to  work 
with  the  inmates  in  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Fellowship  which  meets  weekly 
on  Saturday  nights,  to  get  into  the 
prison.  The  United  Methodist  chaplain 
on  the  staff  does  not  cooperate  in  this 
venture,  and  the  staff  and  others  re¬ 
lated  to  the  prison  system  do  not  co- 


Mrs  .  Crutchfield  and  I  have  never  sent  Christmas  cards  or  greetings 
in  the  locale  of  our  responsibility.  We  could  not  easily  send  Christmas 
cards  to  those  in  Louisiana  who  have  been  gracious  to  us,  and  whom  we 
love  so  much,  for  to  do  so  would  involve  the  astronomical  task  of  greeting 
thousands  of  good  loyal  people,  and  if  anyone  were  omitted  from  the  list, 
our  chagrin  would  amount  to  embarrassment.  We  won't  be  sending  any 
Christmas  cards  in  Louisiana,  but  we  do  take  this  opportunity  to  let  you 
know  that  our  hearts  are*  filled  to  overflowing  with  a  sense  of  appreciation 
and  love  for  all  of  you  who  mean  so  much.  May  the  joys  of  this  holysetison 
be  truly  yours  now  and  throughout  the  next  year . 

The  Evangel  came  at  Bethlehem,  and  we  are  to  have  Christmas  all  year 
in  1974.  Our  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  adopted  as  one  of  its  two 
objectives  an  emphasis  on  evangelism  for  the  1974  goal . 

"Evangelism"  is  a  word  that  has  very  broad  meanings,  since  every¬ 
thing  that  reflects  the  Christ  is  evangelistic,  and  yet  iu  order  for  our  con¬ 
versation  and  vocabulary  to  make  sense,  we  use  the  more  precise  and  tra¬ 
ditional  definition,  of  evangelism*  namely,  that  of  presenting  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  church  for  a  positive  and  decisive  response  to  individual  persons 
who  must  make  strong  individual  decisions .  Call  this  recruitment  or  en¬ 
listment  or  an3rthing  that  is  desired,  but  we  are  using  the  term  "evangelism" 
in  its  traditiontd  sense .  The  time  has  come  to  win  for  Christ  and  to 
strengthen  His  Body  which  is  the  church.  This  is  an  official  priority  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  1974,  and  it  is  a  mandate  from  the  Lord 
Himself.  We  are  praying  for  every  church  in  this  conference  in  its 
evangelistic  endeavors . 

May  the  good  Lord  be  reborn  in  your  hearts  this  season. 


Blanchard  leads  Mission  to  Mexico 


Hubert  Blanchard  of  Sulphur,  along 
with  John  Tubb  of  Pineville  along 
with  over  210  others  recently  spent  a 
weekend  in  Mexico  on  a  special  Lay 
Witness  Mission  to  the  two  Method¬ 
ist  Conferences  in  that  nation.  He  re¬ 
ports  that  15  denominations  were 
represented;  people  from  1 1  states 
were  involved,  including  Puerto  Rico, 
and  that  16  churches  in  three  Mexi- 


operate.  However,  Mr,  Tubb  said  he 
would  provide  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  members  of  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Fellowship  group  tp  those  wishing  to 
send  them  Christmas  cards. 

Tom  Matheny  announced  a  called 
meeting  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
the  Laity  to  be  held  Saturday,  Feb.  9, 
1 974  at  2  p.m.  at  the  Horseshoe  Drive 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexan¬ 
dria  to  examine  and  discuss  the  Struc¬ 
ture  Study  Committee  report  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  a  Special  Called  one  day  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conf- 
ference.  This  Conference  will  be  held 
Saturday,  March  2,  1974  at  First  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria, 
t 


can  cities  were  involved  in  the  Mis¬ 
sion, 

Over  a  year  ago,  Hubert  Blanch¬ 
ard,  John  Tubb,  Cecil  Bland  and  the 
Rev.  Harvey  Williamson  visited 
Bishop  Ruiz  in  Mexico  City  to  plan 
the  Mission.  Hubert  takes  up  the  nar¬ 
rative  to  tell  what  happened: 

“Over  a  year  ago,  I  went  to  Mex¬ 
ico  on  a  semi-vacation,  and  visited 
with  Bishop  Ruiz,  The  Bishop,  who 
presides  over  the  two  Mexican  Meth¬ 
odist  conferences  in  that  country  had 
heard  of  Lay  Witness  Missions,  in 
fact,  had  attended  one  in  Texas  and 
was  very  excited  over  the  project.  He 
asked  me  if  we  could  help  hold  some 
in  his  country.  Later  a  group  from 
Oklahoma  and  Texas  went  to  Mexico 
and  held  the  first  Lay  Witness  Mis¬ 
sions  there. 

“John  Tubb,  Cecil  Bland,  Harvey 
Williamson  and  I  went  to  Mexico  in 
October,  1972,  to  make  plans.  They 
wanted  to  see  how  the  Mission 
worked;  they  wanted  a  preliminary 
session,  and  they  didn’t  want  any  “far- 
out”  radicals  to  come  there,  “hocus- 

P lease  turn,  to  page  7 


SEASONS  GREETINGS 
FROM  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  OFFICE 
STAFF 

Wishing  you  a  joyful  Christmas 
and  a  happy  New  Year  are 
(from  left),  standing:  Karen 
Compton,  editorial  assistant; 
Jane  Raiford,  circulation  as¬ 
sistant;  Kathleen  Storey,  office 
secretary;  ImogeneKnox,  book¬ 
keeper.  Seated:  Doris  Woolard, 
associate  editor  and  John  S. 
Workman,  editor. 
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WHERE  ARE  WE  ON  THIS  ONE? 

We  have  it,  on  what  some  folk  still  consider  to  be  good  authority  — 
the  U.S.  government  —  that  the  number  one  drug  abuse  problem  in 
America  is  alcohol.  Yet  beverage  alcohol  continues  to  enjoy  an  immunity 
from  general  public  reaction  because  it  has  gained  broad  cmnmunity 
acceptance,  relatively  wide  public  approval  and  the  sanction  reflected  by 
governmental  license  and  control. 

“Get  the  pusher  off  the  streets,”  we  are  rightly  encouraged  regarding 
the  peddlers  of  drugs  other  than  alcohol.  But  concerning  alcohol  a  strange 
thing  happens  to  many  United  Methodists  and  other  middle-class  Chris¬ 
tian  groups:  we  seem  to  have  been  stifled  by  our  lack  of  awareness  of  the 
problem,  or  by  our  indifference,  or  by  our  timidity,  or  —  worse  —  by 
our  own  involvement  in  the  attitudes  and  practices  which  have  allowed 
such  a  state  of  affairs  to  arise. 

Many  parents  who  would  be  appalled  to  learn  that  their  children 
have  experimented  with  marijuana  are  themselves  users  of  the  drug 
alcohol.  Would  parents  who  are  social  users  of  alcohol  condone  the  soci^ 
use  of  marijuana?  If  there  is  a  difference,  what  is  it?  It  seems  that  it  does, 
after  all,  depend  on  whose  ox  is  being  gored. 

We  United  Methodists  have  taken  pride  in  our  vigilant  attention  to 
the  major  social  problems  of  our  day.  But  we  have,  for  the  most  part, 
had  of  late  an  attitude  of  sophisticated  aloofness  to  Ibe  alcohol  problem. 
Now  we  are  told  that  alcohol  abuse  constitutes  our  nation’s  number  one 
drug  abuse  problem.  If  we  are  to  be  consistent  in  our  social  awareness 
we’ll  have  to  come  more  alive  on  this  one. 

A  lot  of  people  are  hurting  because  df  alcohol  and  we  need  to  go 
to  them  with  positive  and  creative  help.  Our  church  may  be  doing  a  lot 
about  the  alcohol  problem,  but  if  so  we  don’t  hear  it  from  our  pastors 
and  from  our  leaders,  clerical  or  lay. 

Are  we  willing  to  seriously  consider  the  question  “Have  I  thought 
lately  about  the  alcohol  problem?”  If  so,  what  have  we  done  about  it?  If 
we  haven’t  thought  about  it,  why  haven’t  we? 

Where  are  we  United  Methodists  on  this  one? 

t 

Before  the  Fourth  Sunday  in  Advent  1974 


ADVENT  GIFT 
Something  with  My  Heart 


I  was  always  going  to  make  something  with  my  hands. 
Something  for  Christmas. 

And  give  it  to  those  I  love  the  best. 

SOTiething  small,  not  especially  useful. 
Something  with  more  soul  in  it  than  sense. 

But  time  has  a  way  of  running. 

And  we  have  a  way  of  putting  time  aside, 
thinking  that  it,  too,  will  wait.  ‘ 

So  once  again  I’m  too  late. 

But  if  too  late  with  work  of  hand, 
not  —  I  should  hope  —  too  late 
with  work  of  heart. 

And  of  soul. 

For  sometimes  the  finer  work  is  to  fashion  a  gift 
with  the  heart  and  deliver  it  upon 
the  simple,  spoken  word. 

And  so,  dear  friend,  hear  again  and  again 
my  gift  of  heart: 

I  love  you. 

t 


City  slicker  Christmas  traditions 

Next  to  Christmas  morning  itself,  about  the  most  exciting  time  of 
the  season  is  the  getting  of  the  Christoias  tree.  Most  families,  I  sus|»ct, 
have  their  own  traditions  about  this  bit  of  ritual  and  ours  is  no  exceptitm. 
You’ve  been  overly  patient  as  I’ve  inflicted  our  personal  doing  upon  you 
so  possibly  you  might  stand  this  one,  too. 

Being  spread  out  over  the  years,  our  family  has  a  second  team  to 
provide  tradition  for.  This  second  team  consists  of  one  member,  our 
fourth  grader,  but  he’s  a  complete  team  nevertheless. 

Having  teen  late  on  the  field  he  has  felt  cheated  out  of  most  of  the 
traditions  he  hears  his  older  brothers  and  sister  reminiscing  about.  So 
we’ve  had  to  try  hard  to  provide  scmie  of  his  own,  though  I  must  admit 
he’s  quite  adept  at  creating  some  pretty  memorable  events  in  his  own  wake. 

I  think  we  hit  upon  one,  however,  the  other  evening  when  we  made 
our  annual  journey  over  to  War  Memorial  Sltadium  to  get  our  tree.  On 
the  way  our  college  junior  recounted  the  familiar  family  tale  <rf  how, 
during  the  five  grand  years  we  were  in  Berryville,  we’d  get  our  tree. 

Berryville  Christmases  are  North  Arkansas  Christmases  —  cold  and 
beautiful.  For  five  years  in  a  row  —  those  memoraWe  elementary  school 
years  —  we’d  drive  out  to  Zella  Kean’s  place,  nenrth  of  Berryville,  to  get 
our  tree.  We’d  have  the  three  (then)  cMldren  and  the  dog  and  we’d 
drive  through  the  old  abandoned  farm  yard,  leave  our  station  wagon  and 
hike  down  through  the  pasture  looking  for  the  most  likely  cedar. 

On  the  way,  between  snowball  fights  and  romps  with  the  dog,  we’d 
single  out  several  among  the  cedars  and  then  choose  the  winner.  Every¬ 
one  would  share  in  the  sawing,  savoring  the  delicious  aroma  that  would 
bless  our  home  throughout  the  season. 

Then  after  a  visit  with  Zella,  enjoying  her  warm  hospitality  and  her 
hot  chocolate,  we’d  drive  back  to  the  parsonage  and  complete  the  decorat¬ 
ing. 

It’s  dill'crent  now,  living  in  the  city.  No  farm  yards,  no  pastures,  no 
snowball  romps  with  the  dogs,  no  cutting  the  live  tree  yourself.  WTien 
your  Christmas  tree  comes  from  the  concrete  parking  lot  of  a  football 
stadium  you’ve  got  to  use  your  imagination  to  provide  the  tradition!  You 
improvise  in  your  search  for  tradition-making  material. 

And  I  think  we  hit  on  just  such  a  possibility  when  putting  the  tree 
in  the  trunk  of  the  car.  Why  not  let  sons  ride  the  mile-and-a-half  home 
in  the  trunk  with  the  tree,  the  cold  December  night  air  snipping  about 
them? 

So,  now  our  youngest  seems  to  have  had  a  fun  experience  he  can 
wrap  up  with  other  childhood  Chrisfanas  memories  for  enjoyment  in 
years  to  come.  And,  possibly,  the  folk  who  pulled  up  behind  us  at  Mark¬ 
ham  and  University  and  saw  two  heads  peek  out  from  the  car  trunk  had 
some  fun  too.  They  probably  thought  “There  goes  another  dad  trying 
to  give  his  city  kids  something  to  remember  about  that  old  Christmas 
tree-hunting  trip.” 

They  were  right.  We  were.  And  we  did. 


Ho  Ho  Ho 

Overheard  at  church  last  Sunday  was  the  story  about  the  mother 
who  said  “I  had  a  visit  this  week  from  a  jolly  man  with  a  long  beard, 
carrying  a  big  bag  over  his  shoulder.  It  was  my  son  from  college,  bring¬ 
ing  home  his  laundry,” 
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Centenary  College  Chaplain  Robert  Ed  Taylor 
(Shreveport)  has  news  for  those  who  believe  college 
students  are  not  interested  in  chapel  programs.  When 
compulsory  attendance  was  dropped  several  years 
ago,  participation  fell  off  to  a  handful,  but  this  year 
he  reports  that  the  average  attendance  for  eight 
Thursday  Chapel  programs  had  risen  to  161. 

The  secretary  gen^^  of  the  World  Jewish 
Congress  warned  that  Jews  must  increase  their 
contacts  with  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants 
on  all  levels  to  produce  the  necessary  under¬ 
standing  among  Christians  for  Israel  and  Jew¬ 
ish  causes.  Dr.  Geriiart  Riegner  of  Goieva,  in 
the  U.  S.  to  meet  with  members  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Section  of  the  WJC  and  to  meet  with  Jew¬ 
ish  specisdists  on  rdations  with  Christian 
churches,  also  stressed  that  communications  be¬ 
tween  Christians  and  Jews  “must  be  a  two-way 
street.” 

•‘Impact  ‘74:  The  Religious  Spirit-Structure  and  De¬ 
sign”  will  be  the  theme  for  the  1974  National  Inter¬ 
faith  Conference  on  Religion  and  Architecture,  to 
be  held  in  Cincinnati,  April  23-25.  Nationally 
known  architects  and  theologians  will  lead  the  ses¬ 
sions  concerned  with  varying  aspects  of  the  con¬ 
temporary  scene.  Architectural  exhibits  sponsored 
by  various  religious  communities,  will  include  not 
only  new  worship  spaces  but  community  centers, 
retirement  centers,  fellowship  halls  and  education 
facilities.  Further  information  is  available  from  the 
1974  Cincinnati  Conference,  Guild  for  Religious 
Architecture,  1777  Church  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20036. 

The  late  David  Ben-Gurion,  the  Jewish  state  of 
Israel’s  first  and  longest  serving  Prime  Mmis- 
ter  and  a  profound  student  of  the  Bible,  is  wide¬ 
ly  recognized  as  having  contributed  umre  than 
any  other  individual  to  the  birth  of  the  state  of 
Israel  and  to  the  shaping  of  its  character.  Mr. 
Ben-Gurion  set  in  motion  an  array  of  Israeli 
efforts  —  making  the  desert  bloom,  decreasing 
the  educational  gap  between  Israelis  from  Afro- 
Asian  lands  and  those  with  Western  cultural 
backgrounds,  and  reviving  interest  among  se¬ 
cular-minded  Jews  in  the  Bible. 

Dr.  Walter  Robert  Matthews,  retired  dean  of  St. 
Paul’s  Cathedral  (Anglican),  died  in  London,  Dec. 
4.  Said  to  be  one  of  the  most  “visible”  churchmen 
in  England  during  and  after  World  War  II,  one  of 
Dean  Matthews  greatest  concerns  was  in  the  recov¬ 
ery  of  moral  standards  and  international  peace  fol¬ 
lowing  the  war.  While  championing  the  cause  of 
world  security,  he  advised  against  unilateral  British 
nuclear  disarmament  in  the  1960s.  The  duty  of  na- 
tipns  and  Christians,  he  said,  was  to  work  for  the 
U.N.  and  let  the  international  forum  point  the  way 
to  peace  and  disarmament.  He  said  that  the  “scien¬ 
tific  age”  would  be  drab  and  fail  to  achieve  peace, 
justice  and  freedom  if  there  were  nothing  but  the 
power  of  science  to  regenerate  hearts  and  minds. 

Tulsa’s  public  school  system  has  launched  a 
new  Indian  Pupil  Education  program  designed 
to  give  a  wide  range  of  emergency  assistance 
and  counseling  to  Indian  children  and  their 
families.  This  year’s  program  is  concentrated 
on  20  Tulsa  elementary  schools  which  have 
either  large  Indian  enrollments  or  a  few  Indians 
in  great  need  for  help.  A  program  director  said 
“Our  biggest  problem  is  Indian  self-concept 
...  It  doesn’t  matter  if  you  are  below  average, 
average,  or  above  average.  You  can  excel  if 
you  have  a  good  self-concept.” 


Gerald  R.  Ford,  60,  was  sworn  in  as  the  40th  vice 
president  of  the  U.S.  with  the  use  of  a  Bible  that 
his  son  Michael,  a  divinity  school  student,  purchased 
especially  for  the  occasion;  Members  of  Mr.  Ford’s 
family  and  his  personal  friends  describe  him  as  a 
committed  Episcopalian  who,  in  the  words  of  evan¬ 
gelist  Billy  Zeoli,  Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  evangelist, 
“doesn’t  wear  his  Christianity  on  his  coat  sleeve.” 
Mr.  Zeoli  said  that  Mr.  Ford  made  a  personal  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ  in  1971  at  a  Washington  Red- 
skins-Dallas  Cowboys  pre-game  chapel  service  that 
was  conducted  by  the  evangelist. 

Dr.  Carl  F.  H.  Henry,  widely  known  evangeli¬ 
cal  theologian  and  auttior,  wffl  become  lectmer- 
at-large  for  World  Vision  International  next 
March.  He  is  resigning  as  professor-at-lasge 
with  Elastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Philadelphia  to  take  the  teaching  ministry  with 
the  evangelical  humanitarian  agency  based  in 
Monrovia,  Calif. 

“The  Christian  is  not  in  the  Armageddon  business,” 
comments  Kenneth  L.  Wilson,  editor  of  Christian 
Herald,  in  an  editorial  titled  “Prophecy  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Conscience,”  in  the  December  issue.  Mr.  Wilson 
declares  “For  Him  (the  Christian),  hope  springs 
eternal.  When  his  obsession  becomes  the  destruction 
of  all  the  supposed  ungodly,  he  is  a  sulking  Jonah 
not  only  out  of  touch  with  those  whose  deliverance 
is  his  mission,  but  with  God.”  Concluding  the  edi¬ 
torial,  Editor  Wilson  suggests  a  new  approach:  “Per¬ 
haps  in  the  Middle  East,  as  elsewhere,  we  could  get 
a  just  and  compassionate  and  therefore  Christian 
perspective,  prophecy  or  no,  if  our  first  question 
was  not  ‘Who  is  right?’  but  ‘What  is  right?’  ” 


Described  as  the  first  national  newsjoumal  of 
Southern  Baptists,  The  Southern  Bs^tist  Jour¬ 
nal  has  begun  publication  in  Decatur,  Ga.  Edi¬ 
tor  William  A.  Powell,  who  resigned  from  the 
denomination’s  evang^sm  divisirm  staff  to  as>- 
sume  the  new  post,  says  it  is  “a  middle-of-the- 
road  publication  for  Southern  Baptists.”  One 
of  the  Journal’s  purposes,  accor^ng  to  the  edi¬ 
tor,  is  “to  discourage  churches  from  withdraw¬ 
ing  from  our  denomination  and  to  prevent  any 
split  within  our  denomination.” 

Episcopal  Bishop  William  Jones  Gordon,  Jr.,  the 
“flying”  bishop  of  Alaska,  has  decided  not  to  accept 
the  post  of  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Florida,  to  which 
he  was  recently  elected,  because  he  “does  not  feel 
truly  called  to  assume  this  work,”  according  to  re¬ 
tiring  Bishop  Edward  Hamilton  West.  Bishop  Gor¬ 
don,  who  has  headed  the  Alaskan  Episcopal  Mis¬ 
sionary  District  for  25  years  became  known  as  the 
“flying”  bishop  because  of  the  extensive  use  of  an 
airplane  to  cover  the  wide  territory  under  his  juris¬ 
diction. 

One  thousand  Baptist  laymen  and  ministers 
representing  19  states  attended  a  prayer  break¬ 
fast  in  Dallas  and  were  chjdlenged  by  die  Rev. 
Baker  James  Cauthen,  executive  secretary  of 
the  denomination’s  bc^d,  to  help  reach  the 
board’s  $42.6  million  budget  goal  for  1974. 
Members  of  35,000  Southern  Baptist  churches 
will  be  asked  to  contribute  $20  milion  during 
the  next  six  mmiths  to  help  finance  the  efforts 
of  2,500  (SBC)  missionaries  in  77  foreign  coun¬ 
tries. 

The  Research  Center  for  Religion  and  Human  Rights 
in  Closed  Societies  in  New  York  has  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  appealing  “to  all  national  and  international 
religious  and  secular  organizations  to  raise  their 
voices  in  protest  against  the  violation  of  religious 
freedom  and  human  rights  everywhere  and,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  other  Communist 
countries.” 
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CHRISTMAS  COMET 


-RNS  Photo 


NEW  YORK  -  The  appearance  of  the  Comet  Kohoutek,  hailed  by  some  as  the  “Christmas 
comet,"  is  stimulating  renewed  discussions  on  the  origin  of  the  first  Christmas  star  —  the 
star  of  Bethlehem.  Astronomers  expect  the  blazing  Kohoutek,  which  is  now  appearing  in 
southeastern  skies  before  dawn,  to  be  at  its  brightest  around  Christmas.  It  will  disappear 
from  view  until  Dec.  29  when  it  will  be  seen  in  the  southwest.  By  the  end  of  February, 
Kohoutek  is  expected  to  fade  from  view. 

Astronomers  at  the  Hayden  Planetarium  in  New  York  point  out  that  three  common 
theories  are  given  to  explain  the  star  of  Bethlehem:  that  it  was  a  nova  (a  star  that  sud¬ 
denly  increases  greatly  in  brilliance),  that  it  was  a  comet,  and  that  it  was  the  “con¬ 
junction"  of  three  planets  aligned  together  and  resulting  in  unusual  brilliancy.  While  no 
explanation  has  been  proven  correct,  Hayden  Planetarium  says  astronomers  appear  to 
favor  the  conjunction  theory  —  mainly  because  comets  were  seen  as  an  evil  omen  in 
ancient  times,  and  there  is  no  known  comet  appearing  in  the  Middle  East  at  the  time  of 
the  birth  of  Jesus. 

This  view  of  Kohoutek  was  made  with  the  48-inch  Schmidt  telescope  at  the  Hale  Ob¬ 
servatories  on  Palom  r  Mountain,  Calif.  The  small  white  lines  were  caused  by  stars 
during  a  12-minute  time  exposure. 
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Other  members  of  cost  for  the  "One  Cleor  Star"  presentation  ore  David 
Ponthieux,  Billy  James,  George  Boulden  and  Vivian  Tate  (standing),  and 
Cathy  Holland,  seated.  The  play  was  directed  by  Mrs.  George  Tate,  a 
member  of  the  church  who  is  also  president  of  Central  Louisiana  Com¬ 
munity  Theatre  (Little  Theatre). 


-TOWN  TALK  photos  by  Ethel  Holloman 


Cast  in  the  Christmas  play  "One  Clear  Star"  at  First  Church,  Alexandria, 
ore  from  left,  Billy  Gentry,  Virginia  Holloman,  Bill  Floyd,  Charles  White 
and  Barry  Owen.  The  play  was  a  special  feature  at  the  family  night 
supper  served  to  a  capacity  crowd  on  Dec.  2,  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent. 
The  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  is  pastor  at  First  Church. 


Pensions  annuity  program  approved 


A  tax-deferred  annuity  program  has 
been  approved  by  the  General  Board 
of  Pensions  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  whereby '  United  Methodist 
ministers  and  church  lay  workers  may 
supplement  their  retirement  income. 

At  a  Dec.  5  meeting  in  Chicago  of 
Annual  Conference  pensions  represen¬ 
tatives  it  was  announced  that  local 
churches  and  ministers  may  agree  that 
contributions  by  ministers  and  local 
churches  beyond  the  regular  pension 
program  will  be  put  into  this  special 
fund  and  not  be  subject  to  income  tax 
until  retirement. 

Dr.  Claire  C.  Hoyte,  general  s^re- 
tary  of  the  General  Board  of  Pensions, 
explained  that  the  program,  effective 
Jan.  1,  1974,  is  entirely  voluntary  and 
may  be  entered  only  by  churches  and 


agencies  and  institutions  already  par- 
licmating  in  the  reserve  program. 

He  stressed  that  before  contributions 
to  the  tax-deferred  program  may  be 
made,  a  local  church  has  to  meet  its 
basic  pensions  obligations  within  the 
annual  conference.  He  further  stated 
that  amounts  paid  into  the  program  by 
a  local  church  cannot  be  reported  as 
pastor’s  salary  or  other  remuneration. 

Detailed  information  for  specific 
nual  conferences  will  be  forthcoming 
after  the  individual  conference  Boards 
of  Pensiems  have  time  to  fully  study 
the  new  program. 

The  Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser,  chairman 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions,  attended  the  meet. 


Mrs.  George  Tate  (left) 
and  Miss  Nancy  Foil  get 
their  heads  together  to 
plan  activities  for  the 
holiday  season  at  First 
Church,  Alexandria.  Mrs. 
Tate  is  chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Missions 
and  her  committee  re¬ 
cently  completed  restora¬ 
tion  of  a  100-year-old 
church  for  black  people 
at  Cheneyville.  Miss 
Foil  is  youth  director 
and  attends  Louisiana 
College  at  Pineville. 
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Centenary  prof s  receive  professional  honors 


LEFT:  Dr.  Robert  Deufel,  chairman  of  thebiology 
department  at  Centenary  College,  has  been  named 
biology  coordinator  for  the  Southern  College  and 
University  Union  spring  semester  at  Oak  Ridge 
National  Laboratories,  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.  Dr. 
Deufel  will  divide  his  time  between  teaching  and 
research  work  and  will  then  be  engaged  full-time 
in  research  during  the  summer  of  1974  at  SCUU, 
a  consortium  of  nine  southern  colleges  formed  to 
develop  programs  which  have  special  cultural  or 
intellectual  significance.  He  will  return  to  his 
regular  position  at  Centenary  in  the  fall. 

RIGHT:  Dr.  Earle  Labor,  professor  of  English  at 
Centenary,  is  the  recipient  of  a  grant  from  the 
National  Foundation  on  the  Arts  and  Humanities 
in  Washington,  D.C.  in  the  amount  of  $18,000  for 
the  1974-75  academic  year  to  complete  work  on 
a  book.  The  book  entitled  "Jack  London  and  the 
Valley  of  the  Moon"  is  a  critical  biography  of 
author  Jack  London  during  the  years  he  lived  and 
wrote  at  his  California  ranch  named  the  Valley 
of  the  Moon.  Currently  Dr.  Labor  is  serving  as 
a  Fulbright  Professor  in  Denmark.  He  will  be 
granted  a  leave  of  absence  from  Centenary  next 
year  to  work  on  his  book. 
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A  NOTE  FROM 
FORMER  EDITOR 

Dear  Louisiana  Friends: 

In  this  last  edition  of  THE 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  I  will 
not  share  the  emotions  I  feel 
about  this  decision. 

However,  I  do  want  to  make 
another  report  to  you  about  my 
health.  After  another  stay  in  the 
hospital  in  November,  I  am  doing 
very  well  at  home.  We  have 
secured  the  services  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  male  nurse.  Some  days 
are  better  thari  others,  but  your 
concern  and  your  prayers  help 
sustain  us. 

We  love  you, 
Alfred  A.  Knox 


DAMERON  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY  ESTABLISHED 
AT  PINEVILLE 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Pineville  has  initiated  planning  for  in¬ 
creasing  the  church  library  resources 
and  services  and  naming  the  library  in 
memory  of  the  late  Rev.  George  W. 
Dameron,  a  former  pastor. 

Mrs.  Dameron,  his  widow,  has  been 
named  chairman  of  the  Library  Com¬ 
mittee.  Serving  with  her  are  Kermit 
Cummings,  Marvin  Goodgame,  Mrs. 
Harvey  Henry,  Mrs.  William  Long, 
Mrs.  Ashton  Dunbar,  Mrs.  Stone  Car¬ 
away,  Mrs.  Robert  Cavanaugh,  and 
the  Rev.  Stone  Caraway,  pastor. 

The  committee  is  developing  plans 
lo  acquaint  groups  within  the  church 
about  materials  which  are  available 
and  the  uses  to  which  they  can  con¬ 
tribute.  The  library  has  been  registered 
with  the  Library  Service  Center  of 
Cokesbury, 
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W.  F.  BEADLE 

W.  F.  Beadle  (Lt.  Col.,  Ret.)  of 
2048  Crabapple  Dr.,  Shreveport,  died 
Dec.  10.  He  was  65,  A  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  was  held  I>ec  11.  in  Shreveport 
with  the  Rev.  Hugh  Baker,  pastor  of 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District,  officiating.  A 
second  service  was  held  Dec.  12  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  with  the  Rev.  Jerry  Means,  pas¬ 
tor,  officiating. 


The  Rev.  J.  Edwin  Keith  of  Little  Rock  gave  leadership  to  the 
successful  stewardship  campaign  at  Aurora  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans.  Tabulating  the  results  are  (seated):  Willis 
Tyrrell  and  T.  G.  Ross;  (standing)  Bill  Crotwell  and  Don  Ward. 


CONFERENCE  MINISTER  GIVES 
PRAYER  AT  SESSION 
OF  NATIONAL  SENATE 

Wednesday,  Nov.  28,  the  Rev.  War¬ 
ren  Blakeman,  pastor  of  the  Henning 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sulphur,  was  honored .  to  offer  the 
opening  prayer  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session  of  the  United  States  Senate  on 
that  day.  Following  is  his  prayer: 

“Our  God,  we  thank  You  for  the 
precious  gift  of  life.  We  recognize  that 
life  is  not  lost  at  the  end  of  it  but  all 
along  the  way  if  we  fail  to  live  ac¬ 
cording  to  Your  will. 

In  our  life,  let  truth  always  be  com¬ 
bined  with  love,  love  with  courage, 
and  courage  with  justice  and  mercy. 
We  are  awed  when  we  think  that  the 
responsibilities  placed  upon  us  affect 
not  only  this  time  but  all  generations  to 
come.  Humbly  we  ask  Your  guidance. 
Amen.” 
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BATON  ROUGE  PASTOR 
AMONG  LEADERS  AT 
BLACK  CONVOCATION 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Baton  Rouge’s  Wesley  Church,  was  a 
participant  in  the  recent  National  Con¬ 
vocation  on  the  Black  Church,  held 
Dec.  10-13  in  Atlanta,  Ga,  Dr.  Haynes 
participated  in  a  theological  sympos¬ 
ium  along  with  Dr.  Major  J.  Jones, 
president  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  and  Dr.  George  Outen  of 
ihe  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Theme  of  the  convocation  was 
Evangelism  —  the  Total  Ministry  of 
the  Black  Church  to  the  Black  Com¬ 
munity.  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden 
gave  the  keynote  address  on  Is  there  a 
Futuie  for  Blacks  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church?  Other  major  addresses 
were  given  by  Dr.  Daniel  Thompson, 
Dr.  Grant  Shockley  and  Dr.  Eric  Lin¬ 
coln, 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Berger  renewed 
their  wedding  vows  on  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary  Sunday,  Dec.  9. 
The  Rev.  Lewis  Ovenshire,  pastor 
of  Lacombe  United  Methodist  Church, 
Hammond  District,  officiated  at  the 
service  with  the  Rev.  George  Shade, 
pastor  of  the  Lacombe  Baptist  Church, 
assisting.  Pictured  at  left  with  the 
Bergers  is  the  Rev.  Lewis  Ovenshire, 
at  left. 


November  activities  at  Trinity  Church,  Jennmgs 


Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Jennings,  held  many  activities  during 
the  month  of  November.  These  pic¬ 
tures  show  some  of  the  events. 
FIRST  PHOTO:  A  revival  held  Nov. 
11-13  had  as  guest  preacher  Dr.  Carl 
Lueg.  Dr.  Lueg  is  shown  accepting 


punch  from  Mrs.  Donald  Jory  at  a  re¬ 
ception  in  his  honor  following  the 
last  service.  Behind  Dr.  Lueg  is  the 
Rev.  R.  B.  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge 
District  superintendent.  SECOND 
PHOTO:  Judge  Walter  C.  Peters, 

31st  Judicial  District  Judge  and  a 


member  of  Trinity  Church,  shown  with 
a  painting  from  his  collection  on  loan 
to  the  church.  The  painting  is  "The 
Crucifixion”  by  Hendrick  Terbrug- 
ghen,  a  Dutch  artist.  THIRD  AND 
FOURTH  PHOTOS:  The  Chorister 
Choir  and  Carol  Choir  attended  Choir 


DAIL^  BIBLE  READINGS 

Below  is  a  sdiednle  for  the 

Daily  BiUe  Reading,  which  the 

Board  of  Evangelism  invites  you 

to  use  as  a  regular  guide  for 

use  in  your  homes. 

Deo.  23 — Sunday  . 

..  Matt.  1:18-25 

Dec.  24 . 

. Luke  2:1-7 

Dec.  25  . 

....  Luke  2:8-20 

Dec.  26  . 

....  Matfc  2:1-12 

Dec.  27  . 

.  Matt  2:13-23 

Dec.  28  . 

..  Hosea  14:1-9 

Dec.  29  . 

.....  Rev.  1:9t18 

Dec.  SO — Sunday. 

..Rev.  22:16-21 

Dec.  31  . 

Matt  11:25-30 

Jan.  1  . 

.  John  1:1-5 

Jan.  2  . 

..  Psalm  67:2-7 

Jan.  3  . 

.  Gal.  4:4-7 

Jan-  4  . 

..  Luke  2:16-21 

Jan.  5  . 

Luke  22:24-28 

Jan.  6 — Sunday  ... 

...  Isaiah  60:1-6 

SPECLAI.  EVENTS  AT 
MONROE’S  FIRSr  CHURCH 

First  Church,  Monroe,  hosted  two 
outstanding  seasonal  events  recently. 
Handel’s  Messiah  was  presented  by 
the  Chancel,  Youth  and  Caroler  choirs, 
accompanied  by  a  symphony  orches¬ 
tra,  on  Dec.  16. 

On  Dec.  1 8  The  Littlest  Wiseman 
v/us  presented  with  some  40  children 
in  the  pageant  and  80  in  the  chorus. 
The  program  was  presented  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  evening  as  a  gift  of  the  church’s 
United  Methodist  Men,  Jack  C.  Row¬ 
an,  president,  to  the  children  at  the 
Louisiana  Training  Institute.  Each  of 
these  programs  was  under  the  direction 
of  Joe  F.  Cleveland,  the  church’s  di¬ 
rector  of  music. 

Coming  events  at  the  church  will  be 
a  carol  and  candlelighting  service  on 
Dec.  23  and  a  youth  sponsored  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  service  at  1 1:30.  On  Dec.  30 
a  Day  of  Remembrance  and  College 
Day  will  be  observed  and  a  New  Year’s 
Eve  service  will  be  held  at  11:30.  A 
consecration  service  for  new  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  and  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries’ members  will  be  held  on  Jan.  6. 
The  pastor  of  Monroe’s  First  Church 
is  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie. 
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CORRECTION 

In  the  Dec.  13  issue  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist,  we  inadvertently 
stated  that  the  Rev.  Edwin  J. 
Barksdale  is  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  Monroe.  We  should  have  said 
that  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie  is  pastor. 
Our  apology! 


Day-Work  and  Play  on  Nov.  19.  The 
children  spent  the  day  learning  music 
for  the  Christmas  season  and  playing 
musical  skill  games.  The  Rev.  Rob 
Crichlow,  Jr.,  pastor,  and  his  wife 
direct  the  choirs. 
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from  page  two  MEXICO  MISSION 


Ministers  who  took  port  in  Nov.  13-15  "We  Core  Mission”  at  Jonesboro 
United  Methodist  Church.  Left  to  right  (bock):  Fred  Mead,  Robert  Peter¬ 
son,  Laney  Kuhn;  (middle):  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Jerry  Means,  Glen  Messer, 
Gray  Wilson,  James  Piles,  and  Terrell  Lowe;  (front):  James  Poole,  Don 
Hall,  Leon  Scott,  Jack  Midyett,  John  Sev<ell,  Don  Risinger,.  and  Dan 
Tohline,  host  pastor.  Also  participating  were  William  Sirman,  Clyde 
Averett,  and  Paul  Carroll. 
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pocus”  people  and  the  like.  We 
talked  with  preachers  and  lay  people 
in  both  Mexico  City  and  Monterey 
and  six  weeks  later  we  held  two  mis¬ 
sions  in  two  churches  in  Monterey. 

“Buddy  Harrison  of  Monroe  and  I 
held  these  two  Missions  there.  They 
were  very  successful,  and  about  65 
persons  from  the  two  churches  at¬ 
tended.  The  evaluation  sessions  lasted 
three  nights.  Remember,  we  don’t 
speak  Spanish  so  we  had  to  have  in¬ 
terpreters.  We  had  a  tape  we  made  of 
the  evaluation  at  one  church  trans¬ 
lated,  and  copies  were  sent  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  people. 

“So,  Bishop  Ruiz  asked  me  to 
come  down  to  a  number  of  cities  and 
hold  Missions.  So,  we  began  to  plan. 
With  very  little  communication  with 
the  Mexican  leaders,  since  they  don’t 
communicate  much,  they  don’t  write, 
they  just  let  it  happen.  In  the  final 
analysis  we  went  to  10  churches  in 
Mexico  City,  four  in  Monterey  and 
two  in  Chihuahua.  On  one  weekend 
in  October,  the  19-2 1st,  we  went  to 
16  churches  in  Mexico. 

“This '  involved  a  lot  of  people,  a 
lot  of  work,  a  lot  of  money,  and  it 
was  worth  every  penny  of  it.  Because 
of  the  nature  of  the  people,  it  was 
just  a  'spontaneous  great  time.  It 
turned  a  lot  of  people  on.  We  had  at 
least  15  denominations  there;  we  had 
some  churches  that  I  never  even 
heard  of.  We  had  Ooakers,  Free 
\fcthodists,  poor  Methodists,  we  had 
all  kinds  of  Baptists.  We  had  some 
Open-door  churches,  just  Christians, 
>ou  know.  So  this  was  tremendous. 
For  a  while  I  was  worried  that  we 
would  not  have  enough  witnesses. 


considering  all  the  money  it  cost  to 
go  down  there. 

“About  a  month  before  we  left,  we 
had  only  about  100  people  to  go.  But 
then  the  Lord,  working  in  all  His 
mysterious  ways,  did  the  job.  And 
everybody  started  wanting  to  go.  And 
■got  real  defensive,  kinda  persnickity, 
...  I  had  people  call  me  up  from  all 
over  the  country,  late  at  night,  wanting 
to  go.  1  had  a  couple  from  Kentucky, 
Pudacah,  call  me  at  11:30  p.m.  on  a 
Sunday  night,  asking  if  it  was  too  late 
to  sign  up.  It  turned  out  he  was  a 
preacher.  His  wife  said,  our  church 
has  just  taken  a  collection  to  send  us 
to  Mexico.  Can  we  go?  I  said,  sure. 
This  was  repeated  just  time  after  time. 
We  had  a  Catholic  who  could  not  go, 
and  he  paid  the  travel  costs  for  five 
people  to  go.  We  had  people  from  all 
over  who  couldn’t  go,  paid  other  peo¬ 
ple’s  ways.  We  had  a  man  from  Sul¬ 
phur — man, -he  doesn’t  have  any  mon¬ 
ey,  but  he  paid  another  man’s  way  to 
go.  This  was  a  far  reaching  thing.  We 
had  13  people  from  Dyersburg,  Tenn. 
go.  I  don’t  know  how  these  people  got 
invited  to  go,  but  they  came. 

One  man  got  into  Mexico  City  at 
1 1 :30  p.m.  Friday  night,  and  he  caught 
the  “bug.”  His  wife  got  sick;  his 
daughter  fell  and  also  got  the  bug.  So, 
this  whole  family  didn't  get  to  go  on  a 
mission;  they  just  went  to  a  hotel  and 
called  the  doctor.  But  they  had  gotten 
enough  of  the  “bug”  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  them  to  have  them  stay  over  ‘til 
Wednesday,  and  some  of  the  great 
things  that .  happened  to  them,  didn’t 
happen  during  the  weekend  but  later 
in  the  week. 

“These  churches  were  so  turned  on 


by  the  weekend,  that  they  had  meet¬ 
ings  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
nights.  Every  night.  About  30  people 
stayed  over  for  a  vacation  and  went  to 
these  churches.  Can  you  imagine  stay¬ 
ing  over  in  Mexico  City  for  a  vacation 
and  spending  all  their  time  in  the 
churches?  Like  a  revivaL  But  this  is 
what  happened.  A  fellow  who  works 
with  me,  a  Baptist,  never  went  on  one 
of  these  before,  never  had  any  chil¬ 
dren,  went  to  Monterey  with  us,  and 
he  got  so  excited.  He’s  a  fine  gentle¬ 
man,  smells  good  all  the  time,  let  me 
tell  you  what  happened  to  him.  He  got 
put  in  a  home — a  poor,  poor  home,  and 
the  only  building  he  saw  in  the  beauti¬ 
ful  city  of  Mexico  City,  with  8  million 
people,  was  a  three-story  low  income 
housing  apartment  building.  There  was 
a  family,  two  adults  and  six  children 
in  a  two-room  apai  iment,  away  out  in 
the  outskirts.  He  arrived  at  12:45  p.m. 
on  Friday.  The  front  door  was  sheet 
metal.  He  didn’t  get  to  take  a  bath  all 
weekend.  But  he  loved  it.  He  found 
brotherly  love  in  Mexico  City  in  the 
slums. 


“This  family  was  up,  waiting  for  him, 
and  they  held  services  at  1  a.m.  Fri¬ 
day  for  him  and  his  wife.  This  couple 
went  to  three  other  places,  one  of 
which  had  26  people  waiting  for  him 
in  a  14  by  16  foot  room, 

“As  a  going  away  present  for  this 
couplCj  all  they  had  was  a  roach  eaten 
picture  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  pic¬ 
ture  the  family  owned.  He  had  b^ome 
part  of  their  family.  The  whole  family 
was  there  at  the  airport  to  see  them  off. 

“Crowds  of  people  who  were  visited 
came  to  see  us  off  at  the  airport.  They 
had  adopted  all  of  us  as  part  of  their 
families. 

“At  least  one  of  the  churches  was  75 
miles  out  in  the  mountains.  Remem¬ 
ber,  almost  all  of  these  people  are 
Catholic.  The  whole  village  was  there 
to  greet  the  witnesses,  and  they  held 
services  on  the  spot— Catholics,  Meth¬ 
odists,  everybody. 

“It  was  a  tremendous  experience  for 
all  of  us.  The  cost,  which  each  person 
paid,  was  something  over  $1,500  for 
travel  alone.” 
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by  Dr,;  Ethan  W<  Dod9dn, 


LESSON  FOR  DECEMBER  30: 
"Water  for  the  Thirsty" 


BEGINNING  A  NEW  UNIT:  Still  using  the  Gospel 
of  vre  begin  a  new  unit  entitled:  ^HE 
SON  OF  GOD  ACTIVE  AMONG  US.”  There 
are  six  lessons  in  the  unit,  dealing  with:  water, 
bread,  tight,  love,  life,  and  the  promise  of  a 
counselor.  This  describes  the  reaction  of  Jesus 
to  basic  human  needs.  Today  the  subject  is 
“W:der  for  the  Thirsty.” 

SCRIPTURE  BACKGROUND:  John  4:1-42 

MEMORY  SELECTION:  “Whoever  drink^j  of  the 
wat»  that  I  shall  g^ve  him  will  never  thirst;  the 
water  that  I  sh^  give  lum  will  become  in  him 
a  spring  of  water  wefling  up  to  eternal  life.” 
John  4:14  (RSV) 

PURPOSE:  To  emphasize  the  basic  needs  we  have 
today  which  are  not  satiedied  with  ordinary 
things,  and  to  describe  bow  Jesus  offers  the 
satiirfying  experiences  tiiat  are  permanent.  To 
discover  the  eternal  ndues  as  revealed  by  God’s 
Son. 

*  «  « 


JESUS  AND  THE  SAMARITAN  WOMAN 

Jesus  attended  the  passover  fe^t  in  Jerusalem. 
Following  this  he  stayed  for  a  while  in  the  surround¬ 
ing  villages  of  Judea.  A  controversy  arose  over  bap¬ 
tism  and  Jesus  did  not  want  to  become  involved 
with  the  Pharisees  over  this  at  this  time.  He  decided 
to  return  to  Galilee  and  chose  to  take  the  nearest 
way,  which  was  through  Samaria.  When  he  and  his 
disciples  came  lo  an  ancient  well  near  Sycar  in 
Samaria,  they  stopped  to  rest.  Jesus  sent  his  disci¬ 
ples  into  the  village  to  buy  food.  A  woman  of 
Samaria  came  to  the  well  to  draw  water.  Jesus  asked 
her  for  a  drink.  She  expressed  surprise  that  he  would 
even  speak  to  her,  since  he  was  a  Jew,  and  she  was 
a  Samaritan.  Then  followed  the  famous  conversation 
dealing  with  “living  water”  and  the  unhappy  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  woman’s  life.  When  things  became  too 
personal  the  woman  tried  to  change  the  conversa¬ 
tion  by  bringing  up  the  quarrel  between  the  Jews 
and  Samaritans  over  the  place  of  worship.  Jesus 
described  to  her  worship  as  a  spiritual  experience, 
not  necessarily  related  to  any  one  place.  “For  G(^ 
is  Spirit  and  those  who  worship  him  must  worship 
in  spirit  and  in  truth.”  John  4:24  (RSV) 

I  have  tried  to  summarize  briefly  the  story  to  be 
sure  we  have  in  mind  the  events  out  of  which  the 
messages  of  this  part  of  The  Gospel  of  John  come, 
as  we  relate  them  to  our  own  experiences.  May  1 
suggest  that  this  is  a  good  exercise  in  Bible  study. 
After  you  have  read  a  familiar  passage  try  to  tell  it 
in  your  own  words.  Then  compare  what  you  have 
said  or  written  with  the  actual  record.  Many  parts 
of  the  Scripture  will  come  alive  to  you  and  a  deeper 
understanding  of  the  message  of  God  will  come.  It 
may  change  some  of  your  misconceptions  as  well  as 
enriching  your  understanding. 

JESUS  AS  A  NON-CONFORMIST 

Jesus  dared  to  defy  custom  and  tradition  where 
ii  crossed  the  purposes  of  God,  as  he  understood 
God’s  will  for  persons.  He  did  this,  not  to  shock 
people,  nor  to  antagonize  them,  but  to  elevate  hu¬ 
man  life.  A  Samaritan  became  the  hero  in  the  im¬ 
mortal  story  of  “The  Good  Samaritan.”  The  woman 
of  Samaria  needed  his  help  in  overcoming  the  sin 
and  misery  of  her  life. 'Where  customs  or  standards 
tend  to  enslave  and  inhibit  people  the  non-con¬ 
formist  can  serve  God  and  man  by  defying  them. 
But  if  their  motives  are  only  selfish  and  the  concern 
is  just  for  personal  pleasure  or  comfort  they  are 


missing  the  spirit  of  Jesus. 

“The  Jews  had  no  dealings  with  Samaritans.” 
(John  4:9)  Theirs  was  a  quarrel  of  long-standing. 
These  Samaritans  were  the  descendants  of  Jews  who 
had  profited  from  the  occupation  of  their  land  by 
an  enemy  power.  The  bloodline  was  corrupted  by 
intermarriage.  When  faithful  Jews  returned  from 
captivity  and  set  about  rebuilding  the  temple,  the 
Samaritans  offered  to  help.  Their  assistance  was  re¬ 
fused.  They  were  treated  as  traitors  and  outcasts.  So 
a  rival  tem^e  was  established  in  their  own  land. 
Jesus  ignored  this  fuss  and  the  feelings  of  prejudice 
and  recognized  the  Samaritan.  He  sent  his  disciples 
into  the  village  to  buy  food  from  Samaritans.  He 
refused  to  conform  to  their  taboos  and  prejudices. 

The  position  of  women  in  Jewish  society  also 
demonstrates  a  strong  prejudice.  Dr.  Barclay  tells  us 
there  were  Jewish  teachers  Jenown  as  the  “bruised 
and  bleeding”^  rabbis.  When  a  woman  appeared  on 
die  street  they  closed  their  eyes  so  as  not  to  look 
upon  them  and  bumped  into  trees  or  buildings  in¬ 
juring  themselves.  A  woman  was  not  recognized  in 
public.  Jesus  refused  to  conform  to  this  custom.  He 
gave  the  woman  recognition  and  she  responded  to 
this  treatment  with  surprise  and  appreciation. 

“Here  was  the  Son  of  God  tired  and  weary  and 
thirsty.  Here  was  the  holiest  of  men  listening  with 
understanding  to  a  sorry  story.  Here  was  Jesus 
breaking  through  the  barriers  of  nationality  and 
orthodox  Jewish  customs.  Here  is  the  beginning  of 
the  universality  of  the  gospel;  here  is  God  so  loving 
the  world,  not  in  theory,  but  in  action.”  (William 
Barclay,  THE  GOSPEL  OF  JOHN,  V.  I,  p.  143.) 

GIVE  ME  A  DRINK 

Jesus  was  hungry  and  thirsty.  He  sent  his  discip¬ 
les  into  town  to  buy  food.  He  had  no  rope  or 
buckets  with  which  to  draw  water  from  the  well. 
When  the  woman  came  with  her  water  jar  he  asked 
for  a  drink.  John  emphasizes  throughout  his  Gospel 
the  human  quality  of  Jesus.  He  was  a  real  human 
being  —  not  an  apparition  or  spirit. 

Several  years  ago  the  book,  THE  MANHOOD 
OF  THE  MASTER,  described  the  humanity  of  Jesus 
at  a  time  when  the  popular  conception  pictured 
Jesus  as  a  weak  and  effeminate  creature,  shielded 
from  the  rough  and  tumble  of  ordinary  life.  Here 
we  see  him  as  one  who  is  hungry  and  thirsty.  He 
was  often  weary  from  toil  and  j>ersonal  ministry. 
He  wept  with  sorrow  and  agonized  over  decisions 
No  human  problem  I  may  have  is  foreign  to  the 
experience  of  Jesus.  For  that  reason  he  can  speak 
to  me  as  a  human. 

Not  only  as  a  man,  but  man  with  the  viewpoint 
and  strength  of  God.  ^meone  has  said  there  is  no 
problem  that  God  and  I  together  cannot  solve.  Jesus 
brought  to  bear  the  help  of  God  in  all  his  problems. 

LIVING  WATER 

When  the  woman  at  the  well  expressed  surprise 
at  the  request  of  Jesus  for  a  drink  of  water,  he  told 
her  if  she  had  asked  him,  he  would  have  given  her 
living  water.  She  would  never  thirst  again.  The 
Samaritan  took  these  words  of  Jesus  literdly,  when 
he  meant  them  to  be  taken  spiritually.  Our  attention 
is  called  to  the  fact  that  often  people  took  the  words 
of  Jesus  literally  when  he  meant  them  symbolically. 
A  literal  interpretation  can  miss  the  whole  meaning 
of  God’s  message  to  us. 

They  thought  of  running  water,  in  contrast  to 
cisterns  or  stagnant  pools,  as  “living  water.”  It  was 
pure.  It  was  alive.  But  Jesus  was  speaking  of  the  dry 
and  arid  spirits  of  persons  who  needed  the  “living 
water”  which  God  provides  to  quench  the  thirst  of 
the  soul. 

The  late  Dr,  Sockman  said  man  could  get  enough 
to  live  on  if  he  had  enough  to  live  for.  Dr.  Viktor 
Frankl,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  a  Nazi  concentration 


camp,  learned  from  his  experiences  with  fellow  pris¬ 
oners  that  when  they  lost  a  future  goal  in  their  lives 
they  were  lost.  Life  without  meaning  or  purpose 
was  of  no  value  to  them.  Relief  workers  among  war 
refugee  camps  report  that  many  simply  give  up  and 
do  not  care  to  live.  The  dull  monotony  of  purpose¬ 
less  living  even  in  a  highly  developed  nation,  with 
abundance  of  goods  and  comforts  testify  to  the  need 
for  spiritual  refreshment  and  nourishment.  What¬ 
ever  the  experience  of  our  lives  that  lead  to  a  sense 
of  futility,  Christ  offers  the  incentive  and  hope  that 
refreshes  our  spirits. 

GO  CALL  YOUR  HUSBAND 

The  sensitive  point  in  this  woman’s  experience 
was  her  unhappy  married  life.  We  do  not  know  how 
Jesus  learned  about  this,  but  it  was  evident  that  he 
put  his  finger  upon  the  sore  spot  in  her  life.  She 
had  asked  for  this  living  water,  Jesus  offered.  But 
to  have  the  thirst  of  her  life  quenched  she  must  first 
deal  with  this  problem.  To  receive  the  blessing  of 
Christ  We  first  have  to  want  it.  Then  we  must  deal 
with  the  problem  or  problems  of  life  that  disturb 
our  peace  of  mind.  We  caimot  solve  our  problems 
alone,  nor  will  God  solve  them  for  us  unless  we  do 
our  part.  Jesus  offers  us  soul  refreshment  today  if 
we  will  take  it.  Life  will  be  renewed. 

THE  PLACE  OF  WORSHIP 

The  woman  raises  the  pK>int  of  difference  be¬ 
tween  Jews  and  Samaritans  about  the  place  of  wor¬ 
ship.  Perhaps  she  had  a  vague  notion  that  this  was 
a  pointless  quarrel  and  wanted  to  see  what  this 
friendly  Jewish  teacher  would  say  about  it.  She 
must  have  been  somewhat  surprised  when  he  told 
her,  in  substance,  that  the  place  was  unimportant. 
God,  as  spirit,  is  present  wherever  the  person  turns 
to  him  as  spirit  and  seeks  him  sincerely. 

As  Dr.  Irwin  says  in  THE  ADULT  BIBLE 
STUDIES,  “For  many  persons,  worship  has  become 
a  dead  formality.  It  has  no  real  connection  with 
daily  life.  But  worship  ‘in  spirit  and  in  truth’  must 
pervade  all  of  life  .  .  .  Worship,  simply  stated,  is  the 
way  we  acknowledge  that  God  is  the  author  of  our 
lives  and  that  his  will  is  sovereign  for  us”  (P.  38- 
Graded  Press,  United  Methodist  Publishing  House). 

But  it  is  quite  true  that  we  find  help  in  worship 
in  the  sanctuary  that  is  dedicated  to  that  end  and 
calls  our  attention  to  God.  Most  of  us  need  a  place 
to  call  us  to  worship.  We  need  the  habit  of  regular 
worship  to  bring  to  us  an  awareness  of  God’s  pres¬ 
ence,  The  point  is:  we  do  not  leave  God  when  we 
leave  the  church  or  sanctuary,  “Spiritual  worship,” 
says  Dr.  Irwin,  “requires  the  gifts  of  the  spirit  — 
loyalty,  obedience,  and  love,” 

NEVER  THIRST  AGAIN 

“Speaking  of  spiritual  things  to  a  scientific  so¬ 
ciety  such  as  ours  is  not  easy  .  .  .  How  can  we  pre¬ 
sent  the  message  of  Christ  in  a  manner  that  will  be 
clear  to  persons  who  are  used  to  thinking  in  a 
scientific  manner?”  asks  Dr.  Laymon  in  THE  IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL  LESSON  ANNUAL.  This  may 
partly  explain  why  the  church  is  accused  of  being 
irrelevant  in  current  society.  How  would  you  change 
the  vocabulary  to  describe  the  experience  Jesus  re¬ 
fers  to  as  living  water?  Dr.  Laymon  describes  the 
blessing  Jesus  gives  as  a  hew  source  of  inner  re¬ 
freshment,  and  a  new  outlook  on  life.  Is  this  an 
adequate  and  satisfying  explanation  for  today? 

THE  NEXT  LE^SSON:  “Bread  for  the  Hungry”" 
is  the  topic  for  the  next  session.  The  scripture  is 
John  6.  The  main  question  is  how  does  Christ  meet 
a  person’s  deepest  hunger?  What  substitutes  do  con¬ 
temporary  persons  offer  or  use  to  satisfy  spiritual 
hunger? 
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LESSON  FOR  JANUARY  6:  "Bread  for  the  Hungry" 


ORIENTATION:  The  theme  for  th&  unit  in  the 
study  (rf  the  Gospel  of  John  is  “THE  SON  OF 
GOD  ACTIVE  AMONG  US.”  This  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  lesson.  The  topic  is:  “Bread  for  the  Hun¬ 
gry.”  There  are  six  lessons  in  this  unit  of  study. 
The  first  dealt  with  “Watw  for  the  Thirsty.” 
The  study  of  the  Gospel  (d  John  is  divided  into 
three  units.  The  first  one  was  “Hie  Son  of  God 
came  to  Us.”  The  final  unit  will  be  a  series  of 
three  lessons  on  “The  Son  of  God  Victorious 
for  Us.”  John  is  presenting  the  personal  expe¬ 
rience  of  Christ,  after  three  quarters  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  have  passed.  The  historic^  order  of  events 
in  his  life  are  less  important  than  in  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  other  gospels.  So  we  m-e  dealing 
with  die  great  themes  developed  and  repeated 
in  John  that  describe  his  exp^ience  of  God  in 
Christ.  Today  we  concentrate  on  another  of  the 
basic  needs  of  man  and  Christ’s  ministry  to 
this  need. 

THE  SCRIPTURE  BACKGROUND:  JOHN  6 

memory  SELECTION:  The  bread  of  God  is  that 
which  comes  down  frmn  heaven,  and  gives  life 
to  the  world.  —  John  6:33 

PURPOSE:  Jesus  is  conc^ned  with  a  person’s  banc 
human  needs.  Our  purpose  will  be  to  discover 
what  these  needs  are;  how  Jesus  meets  ttese 
needs  in  a  unique  way;  to  be  warned  of  the 
substitutes  offe^;  and  to  cre^  a  de;^  to 
receive  what  the  Spirit  of  Christ  offers. 

*  *  * 


THE  SCRIPTURE  SETTING 

Chapter  Six  in  the  Gospel  of  John  falls  into  a 
fourth  section  of  the  outline  of  the  book  under  the 
topic;  Signs  and  controversies.  Two  signs  are  de¬ 
scribed  that  attest  to  the  power  of  Christ  and  a  con¬ 
troversy  that  alienated  many  of  his  followers.  The 
first  part  tells  about  the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand, 
the  second  about  Jesus  calming  the  storm  at  sea, 
and  the  discussion  in  the  synagogue  at  Capernaum. 

John  gives  a  deeper  meaning  to  the  feeding  of 
the  multitude  than  the  earlier  accounts.  The  great 
demonstration  of  the  power  of  Christ  to  provide  food 
for  a  hungry  crowd  with  a  small  lunch  points  to  the 
idea  of  bread  from  heaven  that  satisfies  man’s  spirit¬ 
ual  hunger.  “I  am  the  bread  of  Life,”  says  Christ. 
So  we  have  found.  He  is  as  necessauy  to  us  as  our 
food  ...  in  Christ  there  is  that  which  feeds,  which 
sustains,  which  restores  spent  vigor  and  exhausted 
energies,  a  strength  we  can  appropriate  and  make 
our  strength”  (Interpreter’s  Bible,  V.  8,  p.  567). 

The  marvelous  works  of  Jesus  attracted  such 
crowds  and  demands  upon  his  strength  that  he  had 
to  escape  to  a  place  of  quiet.  As  the  disciples  re¬ 
turned  in  a  boat  across  the  sea  of  Galilee  a  sudden 
storm  arose  and  they  were  filled  with  fear,  Jesus, 
from  the  shore,  sees  their  plight  and  walks  to  them, 
quieting  the  storm  and  their  fears.  So  does  he  speak 
peace  and  courage  to  us  in  times  of  stress  if  we 
have  learned  to  turn  to  him  in  faith. 

The  third  section  of  the  chapter  finds  Jesus 
speaking  in  the  synagogue  in  Capernaum  about  the 
bread  of  life.  Christ  is  identified  with  the  bread  that 
comes  down  from  God,  as  manna  in  the  wilderness 
fed  the  early  Israelites  fleeing  from  Egyptian  bond- 
;  3ge.  Many  are  offended  at  this.  We  know  this  man, 

’  his  parents,  the  town  from  which  he  came.  How 
;  can  he  claim  to  be  from  God,  or  give  us  this  bread? 
I  So  they  begin  to  leave.  Were  some  disappointed  that 
1  they  could  not  have  an  easy,  free  time,  while  this 
j  miracle  worker  got  food  for  them  every  time  they 
I  were  hungry?  Did  some  have  pressing  business  or 
personal  duties  that  called  them  and  they  could  not 
afford  to  spend  more  time  with  this  teacher?  Were 
others  offended  because  he  challenged  their  ideas 


and  they  were  unwilling  to  change?  Whatever  the 
reason  the  crowd  thinned  out  until  there  were  only 
the  twelve  left.  Jesus  could  not  help  but  wonder  it 
they  would  also  leave.  But  no,  they  were  faithful.  As 
Peter  said,  they  had  come  to  believe  that  he  had  the 
words  of  eternal  life. 

FEEDING  A  MULTITUDE  — 

USING  WHAT  YOU  HAVE 

Dr.  Gossip  in  the  Interpreter’s  Bible  commenting 
on  this  event  pictures  the  audacity  of  Jesus  as  he 
faced  the  five  thousand  hungry  people  and  com¬ 
manded  them  to  be  seated  and  took  the  boy  s  htH® 
lunch  and  blessed  it  and  had  his  disciples  distribute 
it  to  the  people.  What  if  he  had  failed  to  satisfy 
them?  But  with  the  faith  he  had  in  God  he  could 
use  what  was  available  and  it  would  be  adequate,  I 
do  not  know  what  happened  or  how  it  was  done.  I 
would  not  attempt  such  a  thing,  or  expect  God  to 
giye  me  success  if  I  did.  Yet  in  the  face  of  great 
need  God  does  help  us  to  accomplish  what  seems 
to  be  impossible  tasks.  By  using  what  we  have,  in¬ 
cluding  the  best  knowledge  and  judgment  we  have, 
God  accomplishes  his  purposes  through  us.  It  has 
been  my  experience  to  see  things  accomplished  for 
God  and  the  church  that  to  me  seemed  utterly  im¬ 
possible.  But  there  was  no  way  I  could  claim  credit 
for  it,  or  anyone  else  connected  with  the  project,  for 
we  hardly  knew  how  it  happened. 

TWO  KINDS  OF  BREAD 

If  we  were  speaking  to  people  in  a  poverty 
stricken  land  and  had  no  bread  to  offer  would  we 
place  our  emphasis  on  this  story  in  the  Gospel?  We 
soon  learn  that  persons  who  are  starving  need  to 
be  fed  before  we  preach  to  them.  Jesus  saw  the  hun¬ 
gry  multitude  and  was  concerned  that  their  physical 
hunger  be  satisfied.  But  he  was  also  concerned  that 
they  know  about  the  other  bread.  The  bread  that 
comes  down  from  heaven.  Many  years  ago  in  a 
town  ravaged  by  a  tornado,  professional  social  ser¬ 
vice  workers  came  to  provide  food,  clothing,  and 
shelter  for  the  homeless  people.  At  first  there  was 
great  appreciation  for  his  help.  Then  the  callo^ 
way  in  which  the  people  were  treated  brought  dis¬ 
may  and  disillusionment  even  to  those  who  were 
aided.  They  wanted  food  and  shelter,  but  they 
wanted  also  genuine  concern  and  personal  attention. 
Both  kinds  of  bread  are  needed.  Followers  of  Christ 
try  to  dispense  both  kinds. 

Jesus  said,  “I  am  the  Bread  of  Life,”  The  soul 
must  be  "nourished  even  as  the  body  is  fed.  The 
experience  of  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness  receiv¬ 
ing  manna  from  heaven  has  been  referred  to  above. 
This  great  gift  from  God  in  the  time  of  need  lived 
in  the  history  of  the  nation.  But  even  those  who  ate 
of  the  manna  died.  In  contrast,  says  Jesus,  the  bread 
that  comes  down  from  heaven  will  give  you  eternal 
life, 

SUBSTITUTES  FOR  REAL  BREAD 

There  is  much  discussion  today  about  the  real 
food  value  in  our  diet.  Some  claim  the  food  we  eat 
is  actually  dangerous  to  our  health.  Others  claim  it 
is  only  filling  and  fattening  and  does  not  contain  the 
essential  minerals  and  vitamins.  So  we  are  warned 
to  beware  of  food  that  does  not  provide  the  proper 
nourishment,  or  may  even  contribute  to  disease. 
How  much  more  important  to  be  alert  to  substitutes 
that  fail  to  satisfy  our  desires  and  aspirations  for  a 

full  life!  j  *  u 

A  few  years  ago  young  people  seemed  to  have 

as  the  main  goal  in  life  to  find  happiness.  Not  so 
long  ago  the  majority  of  people  surveyed  said  they 
wanted  most  “to  get  away  from  it  all,”  escape  from 
life.  Now  a  generation  is  experimenting  with  dope 
and  alcohol  to  “turn  on”  as  the  expression  has  it. 
The  desire  for  a  fuller  and  richer  experience  of  liv¬ 
ing  is  recognized.  A  generation  wants  to  escape  from 
boredom  and  meaninglessness.  Mere  existence  is  not 


enough.  The  inner  self  is  hungry  for  fulfillment.  The 
tragedy  is  the  means  used  to  feed  this  desire.  The 
ultimate  consequence  of  these  means  are  worse  than 
the  original  state  of  unhappiness.  Pornography  and 
obscenity  are  cheap  subsitutes  for  real  excitement, 
and  leave  the  soul  flat  and  impoverished.  Thennad 
pursuit  of  pleasure,  the  greedy  grasping  for  place, 
position  and  power  never  brin^  the  desired  satis¬ 
faction  and  leaves  the  soul  withered  and  under¬ 
nourished,  or  completely  destroyed.  Nothing  new  here, 

I  realize.  We’ve  heard  this  over  and  over,  but  it  is  so 
vital  to  our  day  it  needs  constant  repetition. 

Human  hungers  are  summarized  in  our  desire 
for  peace  among  nations,  meaning  in  life,  success, 
beauty,  understanding,  and  a  sense  of  destiny.  Jesus 
feeds  these  hungers  in  a  spiritual  way  that  not  only 
satisfies,  but  ennobles  them. 

Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich  has  expressed  our 
situation  in  a  striking  way.  “When  we  want  God 
more  than  we  want  gold;  when  we  want  to  be  good 
as  much  as  we  want  a  cigarette;  when  we  desire  to 
be  righteous  with  the  same  intensity  that  some  men 
desire  a  drink  of  whiskey;  when  w^e  hunger  and 
thirst  after  righteousness,  we  shall  be  filled.”  (Quoted 
in  Tarbell’s  Teacher’s  Guide,  1973-74,  Revell,  p. 
154.) 

LIFE  RENEWED  IN  HOLY  COMMUNION 

“I  am  the  living  bread  which  came  down  from 
heaven;  if  any  one  eats  of  this  bread,  he  will  live 
forever;  and  the  bread  which  I  shall  give  for  the 
life  of  the  world  is  my  flesh  .  ,  .  Unless  you  eat  the 
flesh  of  the  Son  of  man  and  drink  his  blood,  you 
have  no  life  in  you;  he  who  eats  my  flesh  and  ^inks 
my  blood  has  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up 
at  the  last  day”  (John  6:51-54).  Apparently  the 
early  church  laid  great  stress  on  the  Lord’s  Supper 
as  a  bond  of  fellowship  and  a  continuing  relation¬ 
ship  with  Christ.  However,  as  we  see  here,  there 
was  opposition  in  the  synagogue  at  Capernaum  when 
Jesus  spoke  of  eating  his  flesh  and  drinking  his 
blood.  When  they  made  a  literal  interpretation  of 
Jesus’  words  they  were  offended.  They  did  indeed 
miss  the  spiritual  meaning  of  sharing  in  the  life  and 
sacrifice  of  Christ. 

Many  today  do  not  find  in  the  service  a  mean¬ 
ingful  experience  in  which  the  elements  become  sym¬ 
bols  of  spiritual  food  that  sustains  our  better  selves 
and  gives  us  courage  to  face  the  issues  of  life.  For 
many  it  is  the  means  of  recognizing  their  dependence 
on  God  and  humbly  receiving  the  spirit  of  Christ  in 
their  lives.  “John  reminds  us  that  at  the  Lord’s 
Table  we  remember  Christ  in  a  unique  an  intimate 
way.”  (Dr.  John  C.  Irwin  in  THE  ADULT  BIBLE 
STUDIES,  p.  45). 

FAITHFUL  TO  THE  END 

We  are  grateful  to  those  who  remained  loyal  to 
Christ  in  the  day  when  the  crowd  was  leaving  him. 
And  Peter  has  given  us  a  rich  insight  when  he  real¬ 
ized  that  Jesus  has  the  words  of  eternal  life.  Today 
the  church  faces  heavy  criticism.  Many  are  turning 
away  and  it  is  not  always  easy  to  stand  against  our 
own  friends  as  they  ridicule  or  abuse  the  church. 
But  when  passions  have  cooled  and  tensions  sub¬ 
side  we  find  those  who  have  remained  true.  Their 
loyalty  helps  to  keep  the  words  of  eternal  life  heard 
in  our  day.  Will  you  join  with  those  who  offer  Christ 
as  the  Bread  of  Life  and  witness  to  his  words  of 
eternal  life? 

“Jesus  himself  ...  is  the  life-sustaining  bread 
given  to  the  world.  The  crowds  want  him  to  give 
them  something,  some  blessing,^  some  benefit.  He 
gives  them  someone:  himself.  This  is  his  gift  and  we 
are  still  trying  to  decide  whether  to  be  pleased  or 
disappointed”  (Saunders,  E.  W.,  JOHN  CELE¬ 
BRATES  THE  GOSPEL;  Abingdon  Press,  p.  83). 

NEXT  WEEK:  Another  of  the  basic  human  needs 
discussed  is  light  and  understanding.  The  subject  is 
“Light  for  the  Blind” 
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The  Board  of  Discipleship  has  nomed  two  persons  to  executive  staff 
positions.  To  be  business  manager  and  head  of  the  Office  of  Central 
Support  Services  is  John  Hereford  (left),  who  also  serves  as  treasurer  for 
the  Board.  A  consecrated  lay  worker  in  the  Louisiana  Conference,  Here¬ 
ford  has  been  business  manager-treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Laity.  The  Rev. 
Ronn  Kerr  (right)  has  been  appointed  communications  officer  and  head  of 
the  Office  of  Information  and  interpretation.  A  member  of  the  Iowa  Con¬ 
ference,  Kerr  has  been  director  of  Communications  for  the  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism. 

t 


‘Crash  program’  to  push 
Equal  Rights  Amendment 


From  Our  Readers 


NOTE  OF  THANKS  DOES  ANYONE  KNOW? 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
A  renewed  attempt  to  gain  ratification 
of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  by 
eight  more  states  was  launched  in  De¬ 
cember  by  two  national  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church, 

Ms.  Nancy  McConnell,  a  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  editorial  worker,  was 
named  coordinator  of  the  six-months 
“crash  program”  undertaken  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Women’s 
Division  and  by  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

Ms.  McConnell  has  been  assistant 
editor  of  engage/ social  action  maga¬ 
zine  here  for  the  past  two  years  and 
on  the  Church  and  Society  publica¬ 
tions  staff  since  1969.  She  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Wheaton  College  in  Massachu¬ 
setts. 

The  effort  will  concentrate  in  the 
20  states  which  have  not  yet  ratified 
the  amendment  passed  by  Congress  in 
March,  1972,  to  assure  legally  equal 
rights  for  women  with  men.  Most  of 
these  states’  legislatures,  the  ratifying 
bodies,  will  meet  early  in  1974, 

The  amendment  was  endorsed  by 
the  1972  General  Conference  of  the 
church,  as  well  as  by  numerous  wom¬ 
en’s  organizations. 

The  ERA  Support  Project  will  oper¬ 
ate  chiefly  as  a  clearing-house  for  re¬ 
sources  on  the  subject  and  provide 
education  on  ERA  in  the  states  in¬ 
volved  and  organization  of  supportive 
units.  Ms.  McConnell  will  work  pri¬ 
marily  through  the  United  Methodist 
Women  whose  annual  (regional)  con- 
lerences  have  been  asked  to  select  con¬ 
tact  persons,  as  well  as  in  coalitions 
with  other  groups. 

Administrative  liaison  with  the  spon¬ 
soring  boards  is  directed  by  Ms.  Ellen 
Kirby,  executive  secretary  for  admin¬ 
istration  in  the  Women’s  Division,  and 
Ms.  Jessma  Blockwick,  director  of  the 
Population  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  The  ERA  of¬ 


fice  will  be  at  100  Maryland  Avenue, 
N.E.,  Washington. 
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Bishop  calls  on 
new  vice  president 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
In  keeping  with  a  two-century  tradi¬ 
tion,  a  United  Methodist  bishop  has 
paid  an  early  call  on  the  nation’s  new 
vice  president,  and  has  prayed  with 
him. 

Bishop  James  K,  Mathews  of  Wash¬ 
ington  visited  Vice  President  Gerald 
R.  Ford  on  Dec.  10,  even  before  Ford 
had  had  a  chance  to  move  from  his 
long-time  House  of  Representatives  of¬ 
fice  to  new  quarters  in  the  Executive 
Office  Building  or  the  Senate.  Swear¬ 
ing  in  of  the  new  vice  president  was 
Dec,  6. 

The  bishop  said  he  expressed  the 
best  wishes  of  church  people,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  United  Methodists,  for  the 
new  leader,  and  of  the  desire  to  be 
supportive  in  prayer.  He  spoke  also, 
said  Mathews,  of  his  belief  that  there 
is,  in  spite  of  the  nation’s  current  agon¬ 
ies,  a  resurgence  in  the  human  spirit, 
a  reaching  out  for  life.  He  pointed  also 
to  the  church’s  role  of  being  prophetic 
as  well  as  supportive  of  civic  leader¬ 
ship. 

Accompanied  by  Dr.  Edward  G. 
Latch,  retired  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  who  is  chaplain  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Bishop  Mathews  s^d 
he  was  warmly  welcomed  by  Vice 
President  Ford,  who  is  an  Episcopal¬ 
ian. 

The  tradition  of  the  visit  antedates 
the  federal  government  in  Washington. 
In  1789,  Bishops  Francis  Asbury  and 
Thomas  Coke  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  made  a  formal  call  on 
George  Washington  in  New  York,  only 
a  month  after  his  inauguration  as  Pres¬ 
ident, 


Dear  Editor: 

Personally,  and  in  behalf  of  our 
church  here,  I  wish  to  express  to  you, 
to  your  predecessor  Alfred  Knox,  and 
to  his  predecessor  E.  T.  Wayland,  and 
others,  our  appreciation  for  the  mar¬ 
velous  service  rendered  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  by  your  office.  You 
have  been  most  generous  in  the  space 
which  you  have  allotted  to  our  church. 
For  that  we  are  profoundly  grateful. 

Best  wishes  to  you  and  the  AR¬ 
KANSAS  METHODIST  in  the  days 
that  lie  ahead. 

Best  wishes  for  the  Christmas  Sea¬ 
son. 

W.  D.  Boddie 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

Monroe,  La. 
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TURN  IT  OVER  TO  THE  LAYMEN 
FOR  AWHILE 

To  the  Arkansas  Methodist: 

(In  reference  to  the  issue  of  Dec.  6, 
page  one:  “(the  speaker)  noted  that 
‘not  a  single  layman  spoke  against  the 
program  .  .  ,  not  one  lay  person 
posed  it.’  ” — ^e  editor’s  note  below). 

Every  time  I  see  a  statement 
one  of  our  church  leaders  in  our  church 
press  regarding  what  the  laymen  of  the 
church  vote  for  or  against  I  lose  what 
little  religion  I  might  have. 

Anyone  who  keeps  up  with  church 
business  would  know  that  if  ALL  of 
the  laymen  voted  for  or  against  a  mo¬ 
tion  they  still  couldn’t  win  if  all  the 
other  voters  of  the  Conference  were 
cast  against  the  laymen’s  vote. 

It  is  a  known  fact  that  all  ministers 
are  expected  to  support  the  wishes  of 
the  church  leaders  so  when  there  is 
never  a  chance  to  win  against  the  lead¬ 
ership,  why  expose  yourself  to  a  voting 
loss  when  you  can’t  win  except  when 
the  church  leaders  will  allow  it? 

I  attended  the  set-up  meeting  on  the 
pension  plan  and  I  also  was  present  at 
Forrest  City  when  a  “hot  shot”  pro¬ 
motion  man  told  what  we  laymen 
should  give  and  why  we  should  give 
it.  His  remarks  as  far  as  I’m  concerned 
were  about  as  simple  as  I  have  ever 
heard.  About  all  we  ever  hear  from  our 
church  leaders  is  a  plea  for  more 
money  and,  since  the  money  keeps 
coming  in  —  even  if  it’s  from  people 
who  are  trying  to  find  a  relief  from 
taxes  and  who  seldom  see  inside  the 
church  —  our  leaders  insist  that  the 
church  is  growing  even  though  our 
membership  is  getting  lower  every 
year. 

If  the  money  was  left  out  of  the  pic¬ 
ture  it  seems  to  me  that  it’s  a  simple 
deduction  that  our  church  is  slowly 
losing  its  lure  and  I  can  blame  most 
of  it  on  our  church  program  .  .  . 

I  never  miss  Sunday  School  and 
church,  if  I  can  help  it,  and  have 
traveled  extensively  over  the  United 
States  for  the  past  several  years.  I’ve 
found  empty  pews  in  the  churches 
more  and  more  as  the  time  has  gone 
by.  With  the  membership  and  atten¬ 
dance  dwindling  yearly  it  might  be  a 
good  time  to  put  the  church  in  the 


Dear  Editor: 

Does  anyone  know?  Is  there  any 
record  of  the  names  of  the  Methodist 
churches  on  the  Searcy  circuit  when 
the  White  River  Conference  was  first 
organized  in  1870? 

The  exact  year  of  the  establishment 
of  Harmony  Methodist  Church  is  be¬ 
ing  sought.  It  is  said  to  have  been  built 
in  1869,  The  deeds  were  not  recorded 
until  1870.  The  first  person  buried  in 
the  church  cemetery  was  Mrs.  William 
Clements  in  1873. 

W.  T.  Dowdy  and  Harry  Barger 
donated  five  acres  of  land  to  the  WWte 
River  Conference  for  this  church  and 
cemetery, 

A  complete  history  is  wanted  for 
the  second  annual  homecoming  to  be 
held  the  fourth  Sunday  in  April,  1974. 
Any  information  will  be  appreciated. 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Dewberry 
5218  R.  Street 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  72207 


SAVE  US! 

To  the  Arkansas  Methodist: 

My  copy  of  the  Dec.  6  issue  of  the 
paper  has  Just  arrived  and  the  story  in 
the  lower  right-hand  corner  of  the  first 
page  (THE  LOUISIANA  METHOD¬ 
IST  to  be  under  new  management) 
prompts  this  letter. 

PLEASE  DON’T  LET  THIS  HAP¬ 
PEN  TO  US,  the  readers  of  the  AR¬ 
KANSAS  METHODIST! 

Many  of  us  here  in  the  Southern 
Califomia/Arizona  Conference,  who 
receive  the  UNITED  METHODIST 
REPORTER  by  virtue  of  some  parti¬ 
cular  office  we  hold,  find  (to  put  it 
mildly)  that  it  leaves  much  to  be  de¬ 
sired.  That’s  why  a  number  of  us  have 
subscriptions  to  the  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST,  read  them  and  pass 
them  on  to  others. 

For  example:  the  plane-load  of 
women  who  left  Los  Angeles  for  the 
Assembly  in  Cincinnati  had  been  un¬ 
able  to  get  any  information  in  advance 
about  the  program  there  through  any 
of  our  regular  sources.  But  a  friend  of 
mine  had  taken  her  copy  of  the  AR¬ 
KANSAS  METHODIST  which  gave 
an  account  of  what  they  could  expect. 
Naturally,  the  paper  was  eagerly  read 
as  it  was  passed  from  seat  to  seat  dur¬ 
ing  the  flight.  You  made  a  hit! 

In  the  hope  publication  continued 
for  many  years,  I  am  enclosing  my 
check  to  extend  my  present  subscrip¬ 
tion  another  two  years. 

Please  don’t  use  my  name  or  ad¬ 
dress  .... 

A  Califomia/Arizona 
Conference  reader 
t 

hands  of  the  laymen  and  try  their 
ideas  for  awhile. 

G.  B.  Britton 
Crawfordsville,  Ark. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  article  the 
writer  refers  to  related  to  the  pension 
program  of  the  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence,  not  to  that  of  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference,  as  the  correspondent 
seems  to  have  assumed. 
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LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION 


presents 


1973  Foundation  Youth  Team 


An  Annual  Report 

of 

The  Foundation  Youth  Team 


Under  the  direction  of: 


Mark  A.  Lower 

Executive  Director 


Mark  A.  Tull  os 

Associate  Director 


Harold  Robinson 

Youth  Team  Manager 


The  1973  Foundation  Youth  Teams  traveled  60,000  miles.  They 
appeared  in  over  380  public,  private,  and  parochial  schools.  They 
also  appeared  in  over  200  churches,  civic  clubs,  and  various 
organizations.  Reaching  a  total  of  430,000  people. 


May  the  Abundant  Life 


The  1974  Foundation  Youth  Teams  will  travel  80,000  miles. 
They  will  appear  in  over  680  public,  private,  and  parochial 
schools.  They  will  appear  in  over  300  concerts  in  churches, 
civic  clubs,  and  various  organizations.  In  their  year  of  touring 
they  will  have  reached  over  600,000  people. 


be  yours 

this  Christmas  Season 
and  throughout  the  coming  year 


The  program  this  year  will  feature  “Our  American  Heritage.”  In  view 
of  the  rapid  approach  of  the  200th  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  1976,  this  team  of  youth  will  tell  the  full  story  behind 
our  nation’s  moral  and  economic  strength. 

Each  section  of  the  program  is  beautifully  backdropped  with  five  rear 
screens,  full  color  multi-media  presentation. 

The  narrations  are  powerful,  well  organized  and  easy  to  understand. 
Each  line  referring  to  our  past  history  is  well  documented. 

The  unusually  beautiful  music,  while  telling  a  vital  story,  is  inspiringly 
choreographed  and  thoroughly  entertaining.  It  is  neither  “heavy”  nor  “lewd.” 
The  entire  show  is  thought  provoking,  stimulating  and  leaves  the  audience 
with  a  new  inspiration  about  his  heritage  of  freedom;  the  knowledge  that  his 
country  did  not  come  to  him  by  accident. 

We  are  urging  the  use  of  this  team  throughout  the  state  for  the  purpose 
of  overcoming  the  moral  breakdown  so  evidenced  by  the  wide  use  of  drugs, 
illicit  sex,  alcohol,  etc.  We  feel  that  this  program  will  re-kindle  the  true  spirit 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  hearts  of  young 
Americans. 

This  youth  team  is  your  church  in  action.  We  covet  your  prayers  and 
your  continuous  financial  support. 

For  further  information,  please  write  our  Post  Office  Box  2951,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70821.  Or  please  call  318-343-5788. 

JW 
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Who’s  Who  at  Centenary 


Paul  D.  Giessen,  Minden;  John  S.  Hardt,  Beaumont, 
Tex.;  Calvin  A.  Head,  Sulphur;  Holly  G.  Hess,  New 
Orleans;  Mary  E.  Hibbard,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Bottom  row:  Jane  M.  Hutterly,  Hialeah,  Fla.;  Cherry 
F.  Payne,  Pascagoula,  Miss.;  William  0.  Simmons,  Jr., 
Shreveport;  Howard  C.  Welborn,  Jr.,  Shreveport;  and 
Jerome  L.  Wells,  Beaumont,  Tex. 


Centenary  College  students,  seven  from  Louisiana, 
recently  named  to  “Who’s  Who  Among  Students  in 
American  Colleges  and  Universities.”  Named  were 
(from  left)  top  row:  Susan  E.  Bell,  Dallas,  Tex.; 
William  F.  Bergmann,  Franktown,  Colo.;  Wendy  L. 
Buchwald,  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Taylor  L.  Caffery,  New 
Orleans;  Wilfred  T.  Guerin,  Shreveport..  Second  row: 


ver,  t-olo.  rresiaenr  jameson 
Jones  made  the  announcement  of 
the  award  which  includes  a  $750 
stipend.  The  selection  is  by 
vote  of  the  faculty  and  is  based 
on  academic  standing,  attitude, 
involvement  in  the  life  of  the 
Miff  community  and  a  deep  con¬ 
cern  for  the  mission  of  the 
church.  McDowell  will  take  up 
pastoral  duties  following  gradua¬ 
tion  at  the  end  of  the  current 
school  year.  He  is  a  product  of 
First  Church,  Shreveport. 


The  Rev.  John  N.  Williams, 
minister  in  training  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  has  served  in  this  capacity 
for  the  required  period  of  time 
and  will  return  to  Perkins  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  next  month. 
Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor  at 
Broadmoor. 


